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All Things Green in the Eastern Sierra

The dream of the ‘90s is alive at the Benton Crossing Landfill.
For more, see p. 10.
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Mammoth’s pared-down program could be a model for the future
By Rea

A

s recycling programs
around the country
grow and some cities
move towards zero-waste
goals, the Sierra Conservation
Project (SCP), governed by its
rural constraints, may in fact
be a more rational model for
the future of recycling.
Although recycling nearly
everything has become a goal
drilled into Americans from
nursery school, as New York
Times writer John Tierney
claims, “You’ll accomplish a
lot more by sorting paper and
aluminum cans than by worrying about yogurt containers
and half-eaten slices of pizza.”
A growing number of experts are indeed beginning
to expound the philosophy
that, with advances in the way
we create modern landfills,
sending some of our recyclables to dumps may actually
save money, time and even,
in some cases, prevent more
carbon from being released
into the atmosphere.
“Probably the number one
question I get from participants … is why don’t you
recycle yogurt cups or No. 5
plastics?” said Brian Robinette, owner of SCP. “My answer is and always has been,
‘Well, how feasible are some
of these products to recycle?
Great, we feel warm and fuzzy
because we’re recycling them,
but is it truly worth it in the
long run?’”

As the Eastern Sierra’s only
large-scale recycling company, SCP accepts glass, Nos.
1 and 2 plastics, aluminum,
mixed paper, cardboard,
printer cartridges, household
batteries, metal and tin cans,
according to Robinette. His
operation is constrained by
the great distance his trucks,
hauling baled-up recyclables,
have to travel to processing
plants in Southern California.
“We kind of have to make
choices in order to sustain the
program; we have to be selective on the materials and also
consider, ‘Well, is this really
worth collecting this product
and shipping it halfway across
the state?’” Robinette said.
Whether it makes financial

sense or not, recycling has
often been lauded as good
in and of itself—particularly
among affluent Americans
whose carbon footprint is
gargantuan, and for whom
sorting aluminum and plastic
bottles becomes a salve for
having purchased those products in the first place.
“Just because [products are]
getting recycled doesn’t meant
you have free reign to be a
wasteful person,” said Robinette. “Don’t show up to your
Mammoth vacation with two
pallets of 10oz plastic water
bottles—we have great drinking water.”
Plastics are one of the
trickiest moral and financial

see RECYCLE page 8
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By Vane

T

wo weeks ago, CalTrout
Eastern Sierra Headwaters Program Manager
Mark Drew received good
news. The Department of
Water Resources (DWR) had
made a preliminary recommendation supporting the Inyo-Mono Integrated Regional
Water Management Program
(IRWMP) request for $1.8 million in Prop. 84 funding. That
$1.8 million will go toward six
projects spread throughout
Inyo, Mono, and Kern counties; each project will help the
region prepare for uncertainties related to drought and
climate change.
“We’re trying to promote

PHOTO: CASEY PENN

Friends of the Inyo summer stewardship volunteers celebrate the end of their June 26 Convict Lake
Trails Day. For more about these volunteers’ accomplishments, see p. 11.

and create greater self-reliance as a region,” said Drew.
“We’re working toward a more
water-secure future.”
CalTrout spearheaded the
creation of the Inyo-Mono
IRWMP eight years ago. Dating back to 2002, California
had become focused on an
integrated approach to water
management. The State was
looking for regions, as opposed to Sacramento, to come
together to address water
quality, use efficiency, and
ecosystem stewardship needs
using IRWMPs. IRWMPs are
not mandatory, but provide regional coordination
and tools for funding water
resources planning, projects,
and regional capacity building.
The Inyo-Mono IRWMP has
more than 35 signatories to a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that outlines governance and decision making
processes, and focuses on
identifying needs and addressing them through a
collaborative process. The IRWMP focuses in particular on
Disadvantaged Communities
(earning 80 percent or less of
the State Median Household
Income). Prior to the recent
funding recommendations,
CalTrout and the Project have
helped secure $2.5 million

see IRWMP page 7
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Mammoth surpasses own goal of 30 percent reduction in water use
By MCWD

O

n April 1st this year, the water
content at Mammoth Pass was
2% of normal and produced no
surface water for the community of
Mammoth Lakes. As a result, the community has been under Level 3 Water
Shortage Conditions and entirely
dependent on groundwater supplies
from nine Mammoth Community Water District (MCWD) production wells
all summer.
The lack of winter precipitation and
snow in our largest reservoir, the Sierra Nevada, was felt across the state.
State regulators required water suppliers to reduce water demand by a
certain percentage based on their per
person usage. MCWD was required to
conserve 20%, but due to low groundwater levels from drought conditions
in previous years and a lack of surface water supply, the MCWD Board
of Directors declared a Level 3 water
shortage in April that sought a 30%
reduction of water use. To meet the
goal, staff continued working with
irrigation customers to improve efficiency, revised water restrictions,
increased the rebate program funding,
provided additional free conservation
items, stepped up advertising, provid-
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ed educational workshops and developed a comprehensive conservation
plan. The conservation plan included
detecting and fixing leaks and enforcing MCWD’s water restrictions for
irrigation violations. Implementation
of the conservation plan was made
possible by new meters that provide
daily meter reads in hourly increments
to MCWD offices.
Irrigation is responsible for 2/3rds of
water usage in the summer. Each irrigation account was given an allotment
based on landscape area, and staff met
with property managers to help them
meet their allotments. Under Level 3,
irrigation is only allowed two days a
week, and between 4 – 7 am. In addition, enforcement was streamlined to
achieve compliance in a shorter time
frame. Water restrictions for each level
is available at www.mcwd.dst.ca.us.

Enforcement of water restrictions
can be challenging. In the past, staff
drove around town to observe compliance and verify reported violations.
This year, the advanced metering
system allowed staff to access hourly
meter reads from their desktop. Irrigation cycles are clearly discernable from
normal consumption patterns. Typically, residential use does not exceed
100 gallons in an hour. When irrigation occurs, hourly use increases to
300-7,000 gallons per hour. These data
allow staff to find and verify violations
from the office, greatly simplifying
enforcement of restrictions.
The hourly data also provides a tool
for leak detection and enforcement.
MCWD staff can now create reports
listing customers with leaks or continuous usage. This year, staff contacted
over 700 of these, resulting in a yearly

Join Us!

www.mltpa.org
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savings of over 10 million gallons.
MCWD continues to promote customer conservation through a rebate
program. Rebates are available for installing water-efficient toilets, washers
and showerheads, pending available
funding. Since April 2014, 425 toilets,
14 washers and 161 showerheads were
rebated, saving a calculated 2,253,837
gallons per year. Replacing a 5 gallons
per flush (gpf) toilet with a 1.28 gpf
can save over 16,000 gallons per year.
Free showerheads, shower timers, and
dish squeegees are available from our
office. For more information pick up
an application or visit http://www.
mcwd.dst.ca.us/rebates.html.
MCWD provided several public
educational opportunities to enhance
water conservation this year. A leak
detection course geared for plumbers and property managers was held
to ensure effective leak auditing
procedures are conducted. Plumbers
that participated in the course and
passed the exam are listed on MCWD’s
website. Two water efficiency classes
on landscaping were also held. Dustin
Blakely, UC Extension Office Director,
taught participants about the proper
use of mulches and soil amendments
to conserve water and promote plant
health.
MCWD’s conservation plan coupled
with our customer’s understanding of
water shortage conditions were very
effective in reducing water consumption. Since June, MCWD customers
reduced water consumption by an
average of 33%. In July, the MCWD was
recognized by the State of California
as an outstanding water-saver when
monthly savings were 38% of the same
month in 2013.
MCWD would like to thank all of its
customers for their efforts and dedication to water conservation. We hope
that the habits developed this year can
become permanent and our community continues to conserve our limited
water resources. Let it Snow.
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FOOD
Food Waste not just a local issue
By Rea

T

he recent turmoil over a social
media post about food waste at
Vons in Mammoth Lakes has farreaching implications for Americans as
a whole. The post, which was removed
by its author with an apology to the
employees of Vons, served to highlight what happens at almost all major
grocery stores across America—food
is marked with a “best by” date, after
which stores will not sell to consumers,
and that food then becomes destined
for the trash. Ground-level employees
are beholden to corporate policies, and
in extreme cases grocery stores deliberately ruin “expired” food with chemicals
like bleach to discourage people from
scavenging.
The National Resources Defense
Council says that Americans throw
away $165 billion worth of food each
year—enough to fill 730 football stadiums. With 49.1 million Americans living
in food insecure households, according to a 2013 study by the USDA, many
agree that something must change. This
waste is especially painful to consider
when coupled with the fact that in
drought-parched California, which
serves as the breadbasket for much
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of the country, the water, labor and
resources that go into growing food are
also wasted. In the case of the Eastern
Sierra, food is trucked hundreds of
miles from farms in the Central Valley, and then, when food goes unsold,
shipped hundreds of miles back down
to composting facilities or taken to
landfills. The anaerobic conditions
in landfills then create methane gas,
which is 20 times more potent than
carbon dioxide in trapping heat in the
atmosphere. Composting saves a little
less than a ton of carbon dioxide per
every ton of food composted, according
to the New York Times.
The problem is nationwide, and
certainly not limited to Vons. Both
consumers and store employees operate under the assumption that “best by”
dates are firm restrictions for selling
food, and that stores can face litigation
if food past these dates is donated and
someone were to get sick. Both these
assumptions are incorrect. With the
exception of baby formula, the federal
government does not require any food
to carry a “best by” date. “Actually, it has
nothing to do with safety at all, it’s just
a manufacturer’s best guess of when

that food is going to be the freshest,”
said Emily Broad Lieb, Director of the
Harvard Food Law and Policy Clinic.
Furthermore, the Bill Emerson Good
Samaritan Food Donation Act, which
was signed into law in 1996 by thenpresident Bill Clinton, protects companies that donate food from litigation. In
fact, the University of Arkansas School
of Law found that “a thorough search
of fillings and review of reported decisions did not turn up a single case that
involved food donation-related liability.”
Yet, for many stores, it is cheaper
to throw away food than to donate
it—corporations can receive tax breaks
for food donations, but the system is
hopelessly convoluted—the “Fighting Hunger Incentive Act of 2015,” was
introduced this year to guarantee these
tax breaks, but by the time it reached
the Senate it had been renamed and
stripped of all the provisions it was
intended to provide.
Hunger relief charities such as Feeding America provide liability protection
and tax benefits for their corporate
partners, one of which is Albertson’s,
the parent company of Vons, according

to Carlos Illingworth, Director of Communications for Albertson’s. However,
Illingworth told The Sheet that his company’s policy is not to donate food that
has reached its “best by” date, and had
no comment on the Emerson Act.
“Albertsons, Vons and Pavilions provides nonperishable items and packaged goods to hunger relief agencies,
some of which are independent and
others that are affiliates of Feeding
America,” Illingworth said.
Chad Mitchell of Inyo Mono Advocates for Community Action (IMACA)
said that Vons in Bishop does donate
items such as unsold bread to IMACA
and the Salvation Army several
times per week, but when The Sheet
attempted to ask Mammoth Vons
manager Rick Graham what the store
did with unsold food, he was unable
to comment and deferred questions to
Illingworth.
Some stores, like Trader Joe’s and Raley’s, are more progressive. Each Trader
Joe’s store has a designated “Donation
Coordinator” who works with food
banks to donate products that are “not
fit for sale but are safe for consumption,” said Alison Mochizuki, Director
of Public Relations. In 2014, Mochizuki
said, Trader Joe’s donated more than
$295 million worth of product to food
banks. Raley’s recently started a pilot
program called “Real Good” Produce,
where they have partnered with Bay
Area startup Imperfect Produce to
sell fruits and vegetables that are not
“pretty” enough for conventional grocery stores at a discounted rate.
On a grander scale, France recently
passed a law that made it illegal to for
grocery stores to throw away edible
food. “It is scandalous to see bleach
being poured into supermarket dustbins along with edible foods,” former
food minister Guillame Garot told the
Washington Post.
The endemic problems built into
the nation’s food system will take not
only changes in laws, but changes in
Americans’ mindset about their food.
Consumers wanting to cut down on
waste and feed the hungry can begin at
home—write letters to Vons, volunteer
for IMACA, join Community Supported
Agriculture (CSA) programs, go straight
to the source at farms in Bishop or shop
at businesses that bring in their products on a smaller scale. “I gave up Vons
for my New Years’ resolution two years
ago,” said Lauren Jenks, Produce Director of Mammoth CSA Sierra Bounty. “It’s
a different type of living. Sometimes it’s
hard, but it can be really satisfying.”
For more information on options to
shop small in Inyo and Mono Counties,
visit thesheetnews.com.
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TECHNOLOGY
Unmanned Aerial Conservation
By Bodine

D

rones, also known as Unmanned
Aerial Vehicles, have received a
bad rap as stealthy, unregulated
invaders of privacy. But the toy helicopters with cameras have less obtrusive
uses such as for wildfire and agriculture
observations or mapping a wetland for
conservation.
The Eastern Sierra Land Trust (ESLT)
has been cleaning up and restoring the
Benton Ponds, part of the Benton Hot
Springs Ranch Conservation Easement,
since 2008. ESLT purchased the 900acre easement in 2008. The group has
been cleaning up the ponds, making
them healthy by keeping the cattails
and hardstem bulrush from choking
the ponds.
ESLT’s objective is to eventually
reintroduce the only native fish to the
Benton Valley, the Owens speckled
dace, back into the ponds. The predatory Sacramento perch will be removed
from the ponds and relocated.
Prior to a prescribed burn at the
ponds, ESLT wanted to get a better view
of what they were doing. Volunteer and
local philanthropist Paul Page went
out with the ESLT crew in August and
brought along his quadcopter-drone
to take bird’s-eye-view photos; he took

Benton Ponds, taken from Paul Page’s drone.
105 separate images in all and had them
seamed together to produce a detailed
map of a 10-acre site.
Page said the images are so clear, the
detail so precise, a quarter in the dirt is
visible in the mosaic map.
The Federal Aviation Administration
has been trying to regulate drones,
but the technology is moving so rap-
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idly that regulators can’t keep up, Page
explained.
The restoration project and the use
of drones are both a work in progress.
Page is purely a hobbyist when it comes
to drone flying, but he said he sees the
commercial potential. “You can get
pretty accurate information from the
air,” Page said.

TURBINE

Conservation organizations have
welcomed the use of drones to try and
save their own skin, literally. According
to Wildlife Society Bulletin, the leading
cause of death for wildlife biologists
is by light-aircraft crashes, primarily planes that are flying low to make
observations. The study concludes that
of the 91 biologists killed between 1937
and 2000, 60 were killed in, or by, plane
or helicopter crashes.
Drones, meanwhile, are becoming
more and more ubiquitous as more
companies offer drone services. There
are now more than 500 companies in
America that have FAA permission to
fly drones for commercial services like
monitoring croplands or irrigation, roof
inspections. The FAA has cleared nearly
as many for use at farms, medical facilities, railroads and others.
“Drones are going to change the way
that data is collected,” Leanne Hanson,
a U.S. Geological Survey biologist who
has used them to count migrating Sandhill Cranes, told Audubon magazine.
To view the map of Benton Ponds go
to easternsierralandlines.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/2015-07-30-i1dji_0219.jpg
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What’s this all about, anyway?
By Rick Phelps

R

ecently a new person joined our
team who did not bring energy
expertise, but rather an extensive background in technology and
management … and an abundance
of personal “energy.” After a brief
introduction to our partnership with
Southern California Edison (SCE) and
our recent work with Energy Upgrade
California®, which both focused on
energy efficiency, she asked the very
telling question: “what’s this all about
anyway?”
I had a quick answer: supply and
demand. Apparently that wasn’t a satisfactory answer, as what I received in
response was a very questioning stare.
That was a revelation to me, as I realized that what has been my life for over
twenty-five years wasn’t that easy to
explain after all. And it was an inspiration for this column—explaining what
this all about.
Demand describes how energy is
used and is usually referred to as the
“demand side.” In the ten-year history
of the High Sierra Energy Foundation,
the bulk of our success has been on
the demand side through working with
government, businesses and individuals to increase energy efficiency, reduce
demand and lower costs. The principal
units of measurement are reductions
in kilowatt-hours of electricity, gallons
of propane, diesel, gasoline, or cords of
wood. A variety of tangible and intangible actions spurred this efficiency,
including, among others:

These efforts saved hundreds of thousands of dollars, and made energy users
aware of the efficient options available
in their personal and business lives. In
other words, these activities began to
create a “culture of energy efficiency.”
On the other side of the energy equation, the High Sierra Energy Foundation
also has several alternative supply or
“supply side” accomplishments:
• Outlined the business structure of a
geothermal heating district in the Town
of Mammoth Lakes through a grant
from the California Energy Commission.
• Partnered with a private company
Iceland America Energy to develop a
geothermal heating district in the Town
of Mammoth Lakes (Ultimately, this
proved too costly and risky to implement.)
• Worked with a homeowner in June
Lake to retrofit his home with a ground
source heat pump for heating and cooling, which was the first installation of
its type in Mono County
• Co-sponsored a lecture at the Sierra
Nevada Aquatic Research Laboratory
(SNARL) on the benefits of ground
source heat pumps (Importantly,
SNARL adopted this technology for
their new net-zero energy building.)
• Assisted a hotel developer in explor-

HSEF Executive Director Rick Phelps
ing geothermal heating options (Based
on a test well, geothermal heating
appears to be a possibility, but the project is on hold pending market conditions.)
• Facilitated solar photovoltaic discussion for many homeowners with an
emphasis on making the home as efficient as possible before the installation.
The future is bright on both the
demand and supply sides.
LED lighting and energy control/
management systems will drive innovation on the demand side. LED uses a
fraction of the energy of incandescent
bulbs, generates very little heat and
will last greater than ten years. Thanks
to smaller and faster microprocessor

technology, energy management systems will balance daylight with artificial
light and optimize heating and cooling
energy more effectively in both new
construction and some retrofits. Commercial and businesses energy users
are the first to benefit, but as costs and
prices decline, residential consumers
will also participate.
Distributed generation and energy
storage are the technology drivers on
the supply side. Home or business solar
systems are the best examples of distributed generation, as it offers energy
supply independent of the traditional
centralized generators. Improved
energy storage, in the form of improved
batteries or yet-to-be invented technologies, will reduce dependence on
the grid provided by the large utilities.
Obviously, there will be a lot of technological and regulatory hurdles to clear
before these supply innovations gain
wide acceptance, but that is clearly the
direction.
And that’s what this is all about.
Chapter One, anyway.
Rick Phelps is Executive Director of
the High Sierra Energy Foundation. The
views expressed in this column are those
of the author and not necessarily those
of his employer.

• Coordinating community exchanges
of inefficient household lighting for
high efficiency compact fluorescent
models
• Distributing coupons for free caulk
at local hardware stores to seal cracks
and windows to reduce the flow of cold
air
• Managing the free replacement of
inefficient lighting in hundreds of small
businesses and government facilities
throughout Inyo and Mono Counties
in partnership with SCE’s Direct Install
program
• Exchanging old technology Christmas lights for high efficient LED
lighting at the Mammoth Lakes’ Tree
Lighting Ceremony—at no charge
• Sponsoring, with Mammoth Community Water District and SCE, the
LivingWise® energy efficiency/water
conservation program for sixth grade
earth sciences students at Mammoth
Middle School
• Conducting training classes for contractors, architects, and government
officials on the complexities of Title 24,
Part 6—the State of California’s energy
efficiency building code
• Promoting and installing energy
efficient retrofits for mobile and manufactured homes in cooperation with
SCE and Synergy Corporation
• Providing energy efficient lighting
for the Mammoth Lakes Jazz Jubilee
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Top 10 Tips to Reduce Your Home
Energy Costs

Set thermostats to 78 degrees in summer and 68 degrees
in winter, and don’t forget to turn air conditioners off when
you’re not home.
Avoid using heat-producing appliances (oven, range,
dishwasher) during the warmest times of the day.
Close draperies and window shades to block heat from
entering your home during the day and open windows and
doors at night to ventilate heat.
Only wash full loads in the clothes washer and line dry
clothing when possible.
Consider replacing older model appliances with newer,
energy-and-water saving units.
Clean your refrigerator coils regularly, especially during
the summer.
Use a timer to run pool pumps no more than four to five hours
per day during summer months. Try to target off-peak hours.
Only wash full loads of dishes in the dishwasher.
Use the oven or range as an alternative to the microwave.
Turn off the lights and televisions when you leave the room.

For more information on Energy Efficiency rebates and energy saving tips,
visit www.ladwp.com/rebatesandprograms or call 1-800-374-2224.

IRWMP
continued from page 1

in grant funding to support IRWMP
projects to date.
That funding comes from several
State Propositions. In 2002, the State
passed Prop. 50 and created $385 million in IRWMP funding. In 2006, the
State followed Prop. 50 with Prop. 84,
which set aside a pool of about $900
million. Recently passed Prop. 1 has a
total of $510 million. Those funds are
dispersed based primarily on population density, and Drew explained that
the rural nature of Inyo and Mono
Counties means they often get the
lowest funding priority in the State.
“The reality is, certain regions have
more resources to develop proposals
than others,” he said.
This past year, the Inyo-Mono
IRWMP took a new approach when
applying for a share of the final round
of Prop. 84 funds.
“The Inyo-Mono Regional Water
Management Program coordinated
with other IRWMP Programs within
the Lahontan funding area,” Drew
v2_art.pdf
1
11/9/15
PM
explained.
The11:08
Lahontan
funding area
includes Inyo, Mono, Lahontan, Tahoe/
Sierra, Mojave, Freemont Valley, and
Antelope Valley regions. “We said, let’s
figure out if there’s a way we can ensure
that everybody gets a piece of the pie
through a broader, region-wide approach to sharing funding resources.”
CalTrout and Inyo-Mono Program

staff Mark Drew, Holly Alpert, and Rick
Kattelmann then worked with each
project proponent within the Inyo-Mono region to coordinate and develop the
final proposal for projects, which was
submitted in August.
Drew said news that the DWR had
made its preliminary recommendation
that the Inyo-Mono IRWMP receive its
full request was “a wonderful way to
wrap up Prop. 84 funds. I’m ecstatic that
the program is where it is today, and
that we’re making a difference.”

The projects
The six projects to be funded using
the $1.8 million are focused largely
on Disadvantaged Communities and
tribes, as well as on communities facing
uncertainties resulting from the historic
drought and looming climate change.
One project will help the Bishop
Paiute Tribe, a Disadvantaged Community, develop water conservation
plans focusing on irrigation, domestic
water, and wastewater systems. Currently, half of the Reservation is irrigated by 70-year old pipes. This project
will develop a plan for leak assessment
and replacement, and will also address
unlined irrigation ditches, which allow
seepage. The final water conservation
plan will guide and prioritize long-term
water resource management needs for

the Tribe.
Another project will install an ion exchange unit that will connect to incoming raw water from June Lake, treating
the water and removing uranium to
improve water quality. Drew explained
that because of the drought, June Lake’s
water has been drawn down, resulting
in higher concentrations of uranium.
Over the last three years, the District
has seen uranium tests exceed State
standards of 20 picocuries per liter
(pCi/L). Currently, uranium in the
domestic water supply tests at about 24
pCi/L. While the District has attempted
to blend water from a secondary water
treatment plant with the June Lake
water treatment plant to reduce the
uranium content, if the secondary plant
goes offline for any reason, the District
will be forced to rely on the June Lake
plant with uranium content in exceedance of the State standard.
Yet another project in Amargosa,
which includes Shoshone and Tecopa,
“will be trying to gain a better understanding of groundwater dynamics; the
amounts, locations, and movements
of groundwater,” Drew said. “This will
enable better future management
of groundwater resources.” Tecopa,
a Disadvantaged Community, relies
almost entirely upon groundwater to
supply municipal, domestic, agricultural, wildlife, stock-watering, mining,

and other industrial uses. Changes in
groundwater levels could have dramatic
impacts on the community. The aim
of the Amargosa project is to create a
comprehensive groundwater management plan to ensure the sustainable use
of water resources.
Other projects include replacing 38
non-functioning fire hydrants in the
Big Pine Reservation, creating a “cash
for grass” rebate program in Ridgecrest,
and conducting a feasibility study for a
wastewater reclamation facility in Big
Pine.
Drew said the DWR will make its final
awards by the end of the year. “We anticipate that our preliminary award will
become final,” he said.
From there, the Inyo-Mono IRWMP
is faced with an interesting challenge.
With Prop. 84 grant funding wrapping
up, the IRWMP will have a gap in funding until Prop. 1 comes online.
“We’re looking for bridge funding,
and we hope that we’ll be able to secure that in order to help the program
continue its good work,” Drew said.
“This recent award should represent
the value of the program. We hope that
those involved will continue to support
it moving forward.”
With that support, said Drew, “We
look forward to a prosperous 2016,
continuing our effort to address water
issues in the Inyo-Mono region.”

Dr. Mark Drew, CalTrout Sierra
Headwaters Regional Director.
For more information about the
Sierra Headwaters Program,
please contact mdrew@caltrout.org

Ensuring healthy, resilient watersheds
for water, fish and people.
Sierra Nevada headwaters provide approximately 60% of California’s
domestic water supply, support the majority of the state’s inland native
trout species and are critical to local economic livelihoods. And yet,
many of these areas are degraded, threatening California’s way of life.

To learn more about our work or
support projects like these, visit
caltrout.org and donate today.

Improving the health of California’s headwater areas is a central part
of CalTrout’s work. Our Sierra Headwater Program aims to restore
the functions of meadows and headwater habitats to increase the
overall ecological resilience of California’s critical water infrastructure.
Downstream, we are also working with agencies and regional stakeholders
to address critical water management and policy needs to ensure healthy
watersheds for local flora and fauna, and ultimately for California’s native
fish, people and water resources.

caltrout.org

Please help us continue to make a difference!
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PRESERVATION

RECYCLE
continued from page 1
materials to consider: “To offset the
greenhouse impact of one passenger’s
round-trip flight between New York and
London, you’d have to recycle roughly
40,000 plastic bottles, assuming you fly
coach,” wrote Tierney. With our culture’s
emphasis on a life of experiences, much
of which involves travel, the altar of conservation is much easier to kneel before
when it involves taking blue bins out to
the driveway. With regards to airplane
travel, one couple could not even reasonably recycle enough plastic in their
lifetime to offset the environmental cost
of taking a honeymoon trip to Bali, let
alone flying across the country to visit
their family each Thanksgiving.
Furthermore, according to the Environmental Protection Agency, recycling
one ton of plastic saves only slightly
more than one ton of carbon dioxide
from being released into the atmosphere. In the case of SCP, once the fuel
and emissions involved with trucking
these plastics over 300 miles is factored
in, it is possible that recycling the material may even have a negative cost.
“You have to look at each material and
look at the life cycle of it, and what does
it take to produce? Is it an abundant
or is it a scarce resource? What is the
impact and the cost of the transport and
the processing?” said Robinette.
J. Winston Porter, an EPA official, told
Tierney that only about 35 percent of
America’s trash was worth recycling and
that “It makes sense to recycle commercial cardboard and some paper, as well
as selected metals and plastics,” he says.
“But other materials rarely make sense,
including food waste and other compostables. The zero-waste goal makes
no sense at all—it’s very expensive with
almost no real environmental benefit.”
Much of this change in opinion has
to do with America’s landfills—in the
1990s, when the three Rs—Reduce,
Reuse, Recycle—became inspiration for
children’ songs and school programs,
Americans were afraid that landfills
were creeping across the nation’s landscape at an alarming rate. However,
Tierney claims all of the trash generated
by Americans for the next 1,000 years
would fit on one-tenth of 1 percent of
American land available for grazing.
Furthermore, landfills are steadily becoming “greener,” with advanced lining
systems, programs for capturing methane released by decomposing material,
and, once landfills are retired, turning
them into golf courses and parkland.
“I don’t think it’s feasible for us to regenerate every single thing that we consume as a society into another product,”
said Robinette, “But I also don’t think
it’s legitimate to say, ‘This is a waste of
time, we’re just gonna bury everything
because we can make it a golf course
when we’re done.
“I think there needs to be a happy
medium—analyzing the materials that
we’re including in our programs and
cutting out the ones that don’t make
sense.”

LET’S HEAR IT FOR THE BEES
LADWP sets aside land for pollinators
By Bodine

B

ees are a crucial part of any
ecosystem and food supply. The
Natural Resources Defense Council estimates that bees are responsible
for pollinating 30 percent of the world’s
crops, about every third bite of food,
from apples to almonds to the grain that
feeds livestock. The furry fliers also pollinate 90 percent of wild plants. Without
them, food production would drop and
many plants would die—and die off.
Unfortunately, bees are dying off.
Pesticides are one culprit, but climate
change, pollution, and urban sprawl are
the biggest killers.
The vast amounts of open space and
variety of blooming plants make Inyo
and Mono counties an ideal place for
bees to thrive. The Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP)
agrees, and has been offering beekeepers use of its land with full access to
the pollen-dripping plants that live on
it. The leases are offered at dirt cheap
prices, and have been as long as anyone at LADWP can remember. LADWP
leases out 75 bee site parcels on its
315,000 acres. Amanda Parson, Public
Affairs Officer for LADWP, said the location of the sites are kept confidential to
deter thieves.
Beekeepers like Gilbert “Chips” Vannoy of Chip’s Bees on Honey Lane in
Fillmore bring their bee boxes and hives
to the Eastside in the fall. The Eastside
blooming season peaks in the fall; sagebrush, rabbit brush and wild roses in
the valley and foothills; manzanita, deer
brush, California lilac, and pine trees in
the higher elevations.
Chips said that land suitable for bees
is quickly disappearing due to development or pesticides, and bee populations
as a whole are not healthy. Fields of
flowers are being replaced by almond
orchards and fields of soy beans or rape
seed used to make canola oil.
LADWP is a godsend for Chips and
other beekeepers, he said, offering

unpolluted and bountiful pollen sources
in one of the last vestiges for bees in the
West. The bees are not brought to the
Eastside for honey making, but to get
them strong to survive the winter.
When the hive is producing, the
queen can produce plenty of new bees
to replace the old bees. Bees live about
52 days. But the queen can only produce
as much as there is food. By bringing
the bees to the Eastside prior to their
winter hibernation, worker bees are able
to feed off the plentiful sage and rabbit
brush and the queen produces more
new bees. More bees help the hive get
through the winter. When spring arrives
and the first blooms pop on the almond
trees, the hive is ready to go to work.
Chips was hesitant to say the bees
would be healthy come spring, but
they’d be alive. Worldwide, bees are sick.
“The program helps reinvigorate the
bee population,” Parsons said. “The
decline in the bee population, in the
state and worldwide, is a big concern
for the public and the department.” Bee
populations are currently dying off at
what the U.S. Department of Agriculture
says is an “economically unsustainable”
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rate.
Bees pollinate local plants and trees,
keeping the local ecosystem green and
healthy. The pollination process keeps
water systems healthy and good for
fishing, and helps to sustain backcountry flora and fauna, and front country
pasture lands.
Chips rents out his bees for pollinating crops. Crops in California are a $51
billion business and bees play a crucial
role in plant production and harvest.
Chips said an acre of un-pollinated almond trees produces about 400 pounds,
while a pollinated acre produces about
3,000 pounds.
“I can’t express how thankful we are
for what DWP does for us,” Chips said.
“We’re blessed that they make the land
available and for the opportunity.”
The bee program is just one of the
many services LADWP provides that
help promote healthy habitats on local
lands and beyond, Parsons said. It is
also a testament to LADWP’s commitment to the local economy, the state’s
economy and the communities of Inyo
and Mono counties.
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COUNTY TO RECYCLE TEN
THOUSAND TONS OF AGGREGATE
... Half of it from the Round Fire
By Lunch

M

ono County Solid Waste Superintendent Tony Dublino
told The Sheet last week that
Alabassi Construction and Engineering
out of Riverside has won the bid for the
County’s aggregate recycling program.
The cost will run somewhere between
$80,000 and $100,000 to recycle approximately 10,000 tons of material.
Dublino said the cost to dispose
of the same material costs anywhere
between $11 to $33 per ton, so recycling
not only saves money, but “we’d rather
divert and re-use the material [as fill]
versus bury it,” he said.
Half of the aggregate to be recycled
comes from Mammoth, which will
receive a recycling diversion credit from
the state.
In other recycling news, Dublino said
that the landfill is now recycling carpet

through a partnership with CARE (Carpet American Recovery Effort).
This is part of a larger EPR (Extended
Producer Responsibility) movement.
As Dublino explained, at point-ofsale, certain industries (carpets, televisions, mattresses) have been forced to
impose fees which are then set aside to
aid in recycling efforts.
In the case of carpet, CARE provided
the container to the Benton Crossing
Landfill and will come pick it up when
it’s full.
As for the metal piling up higher and
higher at the landfill, Dublino said this
is due to the crash in worldwide demand. “We’re sitting on it right now because the price of steel has plummeted.
We went from making money to losing
money on it [when factoring in the cost
of shipping].”

PHOTOS: LUNCH

Mono County Solid Waste Superintendent Tony Dublino poses in front of soonto-be recycled carpets.

Aggregate material at the Benton Crossing Landfill.

CONSERVATION

PRESERVING HISTORIC
SCEIRINE POINT RANCH

New grant will help ESLT protect the ranch in perpetuity
By ESLT

E

fforts to prevent increases in
greenhouse gas emissions
throughout California have
found an ally among Eastern Sierra
land conservationists. A new statewide program that aims to fight the
effects of climate change has awarded
Eastern Sierra Land Trust (ESLT) a
grant for $917,500 —funds that will
go directly towards permanently
protecting Bridgeport Valley’s historic
Sceirine Point Ranch.
“Preserving open space, agricultural
resources, and wildlife habitat here
in the Eastern Sierra is ESLT’s goal,
and Bridgeport Valley is one of those
special places that embodies our region’s identity in so many ways,” said
Kay Ogden, ESLT Executive Director.
“Knowing that our efforts to protect
the Sceirine Point Ranch have been
recognized as not only valuable to
maintaining the legacy of our region,
but also critical to the health and
future of our entire state—it’s a real
victory for everyone.”
The Sustainable Agricultural Land
Conservation (SALC) program selected ESLT from a highly competitive
pool of applicants from across the
state partly due to the property’s high
potential for development. Recently
introduced by California’s Strategic
Growth Council and administered by
the Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities program, the SALC
awards California Climate Investments assets that result from the
state’s cap-and-trade auctions. By
funding land conservation projects
such as ESLT’s on the Sceirine Point
Ranch, the SALC aims to prevent
emissions increases that result from
developing farmland.
Back in 2013 the property’s landowners approached ESLT to learn
how they could protect their ranch’s
agricultural value and wildlife habitat.
The Sceirine Point Ranch has been
owned and operated by the same
ranching family for over 130 years; at
approximately 2,400 acres, it is a vital
summer grazing ground for cattle.
The landowners continue to work
on sustainable grazing practices and
water quality, and to enhance the
property’s diverse natural habitat—
which provides shelter and forage to
dozens of wildlife species, including
the Greater sage-grouse.
A rare bird species that has recently
been considered for listing under the
Endangered Species Act, the Bi-State
population of Greater sage-grouse is
often found co-existing with well-
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managed grazing operations, such as
those at the Sceirine Point Ranch. In
2014 the Natural Resources Conservation Service awarded ESLT a $3 million grant through their Agricultural
Conservation Easement Program
to protect this property because of
the important role that its irrigated
pasture lands play as sage-grouse
habitat.
But an estimated $4 million was required to purchase the final conservation easement that would protect the
Sceirine Point Ranch against future
development—so ESLT turned to the
new SALC program to obtain the additional funding needed. Now, with
support from federal, state, and local
levels, ESLT and the landowner can
move forward towards safeguarding
Sceirine Point Ranch forever.
With other conservation easements
nearby, establishing one at the Sceirine Point Ranch would add to the
protected land in the area. Under the
terms of the easement, land ownership would remain private, keeping the property on Mono County
tax rolls, and the landowner would
continue to be responsible for managing the property. Purchased from
the landowner with funds awarded by
the SALC and the federal Agricultural
Conservation Easement Program,
the easement would restrict certain
future uses and limit building and
subdivision in order to protect important habitat, as well as the agricultural
and scenic values of the land.
“There’s still so much work to be
done—these grant funds cannot
cover all of the operational costs
required to get to the point where we
can purchase this and other agricultural conservation easements,” said
Kay Ogden. “To achieve this success,
ESLT will ultimately rely on the continued support of our Eastern Sierra
community.”
Nevertheless, the SALC award
represents a major step towards the
permanent protection of the Sceirine
Point Ranch, and supporting landowners throughout the Bridgeport
Valley to limit poorly-planned development and harmful emissions
increases.
“Funding sources are tighter than
ever these days. Without the SALC
grant, completing this large-scale
project might have been impossible,”
continued Kay. “This award is a momentous honor for ESLT.”
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STEWARDSHIP
VOLUNTEERISM AT ITS BEST
By Friends of Inyo

E

ach year, summer comes and
precious things a person can give. Volbrings with it the warm temperaunteers who give their precious time to
tures, afternoon thunderstorms,
help maintain our public lands deserve
and fresh air fragrant with sage and
our acknowledgment and praise.
juniper. Thousands of people follow
Without all of the volunteers that
the ebb and flow of the season, as does
came out to help Friends of the Inyo
the amount of time they spend outside. and our partners, we would not have
Many people spend this increased
been able to clean up over 1,600 pounds
time outside enjoying the beauty that
of trash, restore over 2,600 feet of
surrounds us—backpacking, climbredundant social trails, install 14 signs,
ing, hiking, mountain biking, fishing
maintain more than 30 miles of trail,
and exploring. For many, time outside
cut 10 fallen trees from the trail, restore
during summer is a reprieve from being numerous illegal campsites, plant more
cooped up in the
than 400 willows,
office. The outdoors
create 5 steps,
offers a way to relax
and restore miles
and recoup. But
of front country
many do not think
roads. This work
about what it takes
helps to restore
The notion that
to keep beautiful
natural systems,
areas clean, safe,
provide excellent
someone else will clean
and easily accesexperiences for
sible. Fortunately,
recreation, and
up or maintain these
there are a growing
improve water
number of people
quality and imtrails is long gone.
who do.
portant habitats.
This summer,
Our pubFriends of the Inyo,
lic lands are a
the Inyo National
source of recForest, the Bishop
reation and
field office of the
rejuvenation for
BLM, the Town of
millions, locals
Mammoth Lakes,
and visitors alike.
Mammoth Lakes
Thankfully, more
Trails & Public Access, Mono County,
and more of the people who enjoy these
and other partners worked with more
places feel compelled to give their time
than 500 volunteers who understand
and energy back to the areas and trails
what it takes care for these beautiful
they love. The notion that someone else
places and our public lands. These
will clean up or maintain these trails is
volunteers spent a precious day—or
long gone. We must all contribute to the
days—off, helping keep our trails clean, longevity and resilience of our public
safe, and enjoyable. These volunteers
lands.
gave back to the Eastern Sierra, cleanFrom everyone at Friends of the Inyo
ing up trash, installing way finding
and from all of our partners, thank you
signs on trails, cutting trees out of trails, to everyone who volunteered this sumbuilding rock steps, removing redunmer for all of the hard work and fun we
dant trails, and rehabilitating precious
had helping to keep the Eastern Sierra
riparian areas. Since we each only have
a beautiful place to live and recreate in.
a finite amount, time is one of the most We hope to see you again next year.

“

”

PHOTOS: CASEY PENN

Volunteers from Crespi Caremlite High School work on a fallen tree along Little
Cottonwood Trail in the Golden Trout Wilderness.
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