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Just because someone 

can buy their way to 

the top doesn’t mean 

they’ll have a better 

Mammoth experience.

”

“

-Chris Camilli 

THE DEVIL & DANIEL
As has become custom, I made a nice fire on Christmas night, sat 

in my reading chair, and read aloud from Stephen Vincent Benet’s 
short story “The Devil and Daniel Webster.” As luck would have it this 
year, local thespians Chuck Scatolini and Juliana Olinka were over for 
Christmas dinner and then stayed to lend their voices.

The story is based on the old Faust tale, where a man sells his soul to 
the devil in exchange for worldly gain. 

In Benet’s story, a hard-luck farmer who makes a deal with the devil 
asks Daniel Webster, a great statesman of the 19th century who served 
as Secretary of State for three presidents, to defend him when it’s time 
for the devil to collect. 

Webster demands a trial for his client and the devil agrees. The jury 
is handpicked by the devil, a veritable rogues gallery (though it does 
not include Benedict Arnold, who is “engaged on other business”). The 
judge, Hathorne, “presided at certain witch trials once held in Salem.” 

So it all looks dismal for Daniel. There’s no dispute that the farmer, 
Jabez Stone, signed the contract with the devil in his own blood. And 
the judge overrules Daniel’s objections at every turn as the prosecution 
(devil) lays out its case. 

As you might imagine, Webster gets madder and madder, itching for 
the moment where it’s his turn to lash out at the injustice being visited 
upon his client. 

“Till finally, it was time for him to get up on his feet, and he did so, 
all ready to bust out with lightnings and denunciations. But before he 
started he looked over the judge 
and jury for a moment, such be-
ing his custom. And he noticed 
the glitter in their eyes was twice 
as strong as before, and they all 
leaned forward. Like hounds 
just before they get the fox, they 
looked, and the blue mist of evil in 
the room thickened as he watched 
them. Then he saw what he’d been 
about to do, and he wiped his 
forehead, as a man might who’s 
just escaped falling into a pit in the 
dark. 

For it was him they’d come for, 
not only Jabez Stone. He read it in 
the glitter of their eyes and in the 
way the stranger hid his mouth 
with one hand. And if he fought 
them with their own weapons, he’d 
fall into their power ... It was his 
own anger and horror that burned in their eyes; and he’d have to wipe 
that out or the case was lost.”

So instead, Webster talks about all the good things, the simple things 
that make life so special. As well as all the wrong that had ever been 
done. “He was telling the story and the failures and the endless journey 
of mankind. They got tricked and trapped and bamboozled, but it was 
a great journey. And no demon that was ever foaled could know the 
inwardness of it - it took a man to do that.”  

As I reread the story this year, I thought a little bit about the national 
political debate heading into an election year. I thought about how 
easy it is to get drawn into arguments, to take sides, to become blinded 
by the importance of being “right.” 

But if you can just step back a little, step out of yourself as Webster 
did, not get drawn in ... 

As I was poring through papers this week to put together the Year in 
Review issue you are now holding in your hands, I saw the precursor to 
what would occur last summer. 

Long before the Occupy Wall Street movement took hold, we expe-
rienced a little bit of the 99% v. 1% argument right here in Mammoth. 
The debate was over the Mammoth Black Pass. For a rather steep 
price, the Pass, wrote Wolf, “features a cornucopia of enticing perks 
like preferred parking, free demos and a complimentary concierge. But 
most important (and controversial), this ultimate pass comes with the 
almighty power to cut lift lines ... even on a powder day.”  

So when that powder day came and the 99% watched as the 1% got 
first tracks on an epic powder day over President’s weekend, tempers 
flared. F-Bombs were tossed. It wasn’t ... fair. 

I wasn’t there. If I had been, I probably would have been annoyed like 
the rest. 

But then ... Chris Camilli wrote a letter to the paper in the aftermath 
of “the Black Pass scandal of 2011.” And I have to say, the letter had a 
bit of Daniel Webster in it, for Camilli talks about the joy of a powder 
day, the strategizing of what part of the Mountain to hit and when, the 
conversations in line with fellow skiers and boarders. He says those 
that bought a Black Pass just so they could avoid the lines and the 
perceived hassle “are missing out on an integral part of the Mammoth 
Mountain experience.” 

He brilliantly flipped the conversation. It wasn’t about have v. have 
not. As he concludes, “Just because someone can buy their way to the 
top doesn’t mean they’ll have a better Mammoth experience than the 
rest of us.” 

I would like to think that my better attitude this holiday season can 
be attributed to personal enlightenment, but Kirkner tells me it’s be-
cause the crowds are a little thinner and the traffic isn’t as bad. 

I suppose I’ll have to wait ‘til President’s Weekend to test the personal 
enlightenment theory. 

And for those of you who could just swear you’ve seen this story 
somewhere before, wikipedia does point out that The Devil and Daniel 
Webster has been parodied by The Simpsons. 

In the segment “The Devil and Homer Simpson, the Devil is played 
by Ned Flanders, and Homer sells his soul not for better luck, but for 
a doughnut. Instead of Daniel Webster, Homer is represented by an 
incompetent attorney, Lionel Hutz, to win his freedom. Hutz performs 
miserably, but Homer’s wife Marge saves him with the writing on a 
wedding photo, showing that Homer had already promised his soul to 
her. Defeated but spiteful, the Devil turns Homer’s head into a dough-
nut, and the next morning Chief Wiggums and the Springfield Police 
Force are waiting for Homer to come out of his house.
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/from The Sheet July 23/

The tone for 2011 was actually set on Dec. 30, 2010 when the California Court of Appeals upheld the $30 
million airport litigation judgment against the Town of Mammoth Lakes. A year later, a settlement still 
hasn’t been reached. In the meantime, the Town is getting creative in its fiscal management, as the RU 
story below can attest. 

/from The Sheet August 27/

/from The Sheet Oct. 8/CELL O UT  
It seems that a bird in the hand isn’t 

worth two in the bush anymore, at 
least not when it comes to Crowley 

cell service. On Tuesday night, the Mono 
County Board of Supervisors denied 
an appeal filed by cell tower developer 
Incline Partners, which sought to over-
turn a previous use permit denial by the 
County’s Planning Commission.

Incline Partners had hoped to erect a 
controversial pair of 60-foot so-called 
“mono pine” cell towers on a .46-acre, 
commercially zoned lot owned by Tommy 
Czeschin. The property is surrounded by 
residential homes.

The original denial was based on lot 
size, which was deemed inappropriate, 
and an inability to find that the project 
was not detrimental to private property 
(the towers would be visible by three and 
in the direct viewshed of one home.

Supporters thought Incline did a better 
job presenting its project this time, and 
that cellular is “necessary service” and 
called for the community to step into the 
21st century. Denying the project on some 
“slight visual impacts” was called “unrea-
sonable.”

But Incline’s gussied up presentation 
didn’t cut any ice with opponents, includ-
ing John and Victoria Rawson, who stuck 
to their previous complaints of viewshed 
impacts to their home, which is within 
150 feet of the proposed tower site. “We 
shouldn’t have towers in the geographic 
center of town,” they stated. Mr. Rawson 
also resubmitted what he said were expert 
opinions from realtors pointing to dimin-
ished property values if the Incline project 
was allowed to proceed.

Opponents were also united in their 
disdain for what they maintained were 
gross violations of setback guidelines. 

Was redistricting about fairness, or political expediency?
THE 700 CLUB 

As I pondered the absurdity of Mono 
County’s redistricting process, which 
resulted in having 700 Mammoth Knolls 
residents being lumped into District 4 to 
join their County brethren in Bridgeport, 
Walker and Coleville, I decided to call 
Knolls resident Dawn Vereuck for a reac-
tion. 

Vereuck, who’s been burning the mid-
night oil volunteering for Mammoth Rocks, 
hasn’t been keeping up with the news of 
late and was caught unawares. “How is that 
even possible?” she asked, a little stunned. 

How did Nancy Walter, who’s been away 
most of the summer traveling in Russia, 
react? “I’m not overly happy,” she said. 
When asked if the Knolls residents had 
essentially been treated as sacrifical lambs 
in the process, Walter replied, “I wouldn’t 
call it sacrificial. But certainly, it was the 
most expedient [decision]. 

Tom Cage wasn’t so benign. “700 people 
in Mammoth Lakes will get no representa-
tion,” he said. “It stinks of unfair political 
practices.” Then he paused for a moment. 
“It feels unfair ... I don’t know whether it 
is.”

In Kirkner’s story last week, Byng Hunt 
was quoted as saying, “Maybe it will open 
the door to more conversation between 
north and south counties.” 

When asked about that comment this 
week, Hunt said candidly, “I was very hon-
estly trying to assuage myself [with that 
comment].” 

“The other options were equally absurd,” 
he added. “It [Option B] was the best of the 
lousy answers.”

The lousy answer achieved by the 
redistricting committee and approved by 

“Each attorney has his or her own 
opinion,” Recreation Commission 
Chair Bill Sauser explained to The 

Sheet prior to Wednesday’s Town Coun-
cil meeting. He was referring to a new 
memo sent out by the Town’s current 
attorney, Andrew Morris, in regard to the 
use of the term supplanting in Measures 
R and U.

At the meeting, Sauser elaborated. 
“This memo explains legally what to 
do, but not morally,” he said. “We need 
to look at the voter intent when they 
passed these two measures.”

Morris’ memo provides his legal take 
on what the word supplant means for 
the two measures. The first and foremost 
point is that California state law does 
not allow voters to establish minimum 
general fund spending requirements, 
because that would compromise Coun-
cil’s authority over fiscal management.

“While the voters’ ability to adopt 
initiatives and conduct referenda is very 
broad, it is not absolute,” the memo 
explained.

In other words, the measures do not 
require Council to continue to spend 
what it was spending on parks, trails, 
recreation, mobility, and arts and cul-
ture when the measures were originally 
passed. If the general fund budget 
needs to be reduced, the Council could 
choose to fund parks, trails, recreation, 
mobility, and arts and culture to a lesser 
degree, and then direct staff to apply for 
Measure R or U dollars to cover the gap. 
What it cannot do is take general fund 
dollars from those projects and divert it 
elsewhere.

In other words, if the general fund 
budget was $16 million, and the Coun-
cil wanted to continue to spend $16 
million but wanted to move $2 million 
from parks, trails, recreation, mobility, 
and arts and culture to another depart-
ment or program, it could not. However, 

if the general fund budget needed to be 
reduced from $16 million to $14 million, 
Council could choose to reduce the bud-

the Mono Supervisors on a least affected 
3 (Bauer, Hunt, Hazard)/most affected 2 
(Hansen, Johnston) vote, was arrived at 
much like the answer to a Sudoku puzzle. 
Through the power of elimination, you end 
up with the inevitable result. 

In this case, District 3 Supervisor Vikki 
Bauer (by far the best politician in Mono 
County), convinced all that Lee Vining and 
June Lake needed to be reunited within 
one district. 

Then it was determined that combining 
all the rural communities into one super 
rural district stretching north-south from 
Topaz to Chalfant [Option A] wasn’t work-
able because we couldn’t possibly expect 
a Supervisor to represent a district that 
unwieldy in terms of travel. 

Then it was decided that the demo-
graphics of Hap Hazard’s District 2 are 
largely unchanged so why mess with it. 
Besides, as Bauer explained, “Hap begs 
off every issue involving Mammoth that 
comes before us. He views Mammoth as a 
cesspool.” 

So obviously, tweaking Hazard’s district 
to include part of Mammoth would meet 
with stiff resistance.  

One option which didn’t even make the 
final round voting would have preserved 
Tim Hansen’s residence in District 4 and 
ability to run again for his seat. 

But Mammoth Supervisor Byng Hunt 
didn’t like that option because it would’ve 
“decimated” his district and made it too 
“jagged.” 

“At least he’s still got a district,” dead-
panned Hansen. 

Town Attorney supplants Measure R promises with own interpretation
RU READY FOR THIS? 

get by making cuts to those programs, 
Morris explained.
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“It gets hot. It gets heavy. It gets very exciting.”

- Mayor Harvey describing a ride-along he took with the MLPD

“Never name yourself after a hairstyle.”

- Afroman, April 16, 2011

They Said It:

JANUARY

In terms of weather, 2011 started off 
on a very different note than the one 
we are seeing now. January saw record 
amounts of snow piling up all around 
the Eastern Sierra, 

The Town of Mammoth kicked off 
the year dealing with the Hot Creek 
litigation settlement that officially 
went against the Town at the very end 
of 2010. By March 2011, the California 
Supreme Court had refused to hear an 
appeal of the judgment and the Town 
had to begin to take the $40 million 
debt (interest still accumulating) seri-
ously.

The Sheet announced that Town 
Manager Rob Clark was a finalist for 
the Town Manager position in Ojai, 
Calif. By month’s end he was awarded 
and accepted the position and headed 
out of Mammoth, wiping his hands 
clean of the Hot Creek settlement now 
weighing the Town down.

A fire broke out in the Westin leaving 
guests out in the cold for a few days, 
and the Ski Back Bridge connecting 
the trail and the Village was installed 
and opened on Feb. 5.

Bishop compiles a leakage study to 
try to get people to shop local more of-
ten. The study, ironically, is conducted 
by a firm based out of Texas.

FEBRUARY

Talk begins to circulate that the local 
District Attorney’s office wants to shut 
down Mammoth’s medical marijuana 
dispensaries. Mammoth Planning 
Commissioner and Green Mammoth 
employee, Tony Barrett is interviewed 
by the DA’s office. TheDA’s office was 
apparently concerned that Barrett may 
have “sold” his vote in exchange for a 
job, a charge Barrett vehemently de-
nies. Throughout the year, the federal 
government also begins to crack down 
on dispensaries leading to the closure 
of Steve Klassen’s Green Mammoth 
in late November. Mammoth Lakes 
Wellness, the other local dispensary, 
continues to operate.

Mining company Cougar Gold be-
gins to discuss its plans for exploratory 
drilling in the Bodie Hills causing up-
roar from local environmentalists. The 
main controversy is the company’s 
desire to release the Bodie Hills from 
its Wildness Study Area designation in 
order to perform further exploratory 

 see HEADLINES, page 6

TOWN 
BULLETIN

Snow Removal 
and Off-Site Snow 

Storage 

A permit is required 
for all companies or 
individuals who are 

planning to participate 
in snow removal or snow 
storage for the 2009/2010 
winter season.  The snow 

removal equipment owner/
operator will be required 

to show valid proof of 
insurance and vehicle safety 
documentation in order to 
receive a sticker to place 
in the window of each 

piece of equipment.  Please 
contact Permit Technician 
Kristina McDaniel at (760) 
934-8989 ext. 274 for more 

information or to secure 
your permit. 

Meetings / Events:
Nov. 25 - Town Offices Closed – 
Staff furlough day

Nov. 26 / 27 - Town Offices 
Closed – Thanksgiving Holiday

Dec. 4 - Official Town Tree 
Lighting Ceremony,
Footloose Parking Lot, 6:00 p.m. 

Follow us on Twitter:
Get all your Mammoth news 

tweeted to your mobile or PC: 
www.twitter.com/visitmammoth

Stu’s News:
Stu’s News is your direct source for 
Town news, events, meetings and 

announcements.  Subscribe online at 
www.visitmammoth.com/stusnews.
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TOWN 
BULLETIN

Town Hall 
Meeting with 
State Senator 

Ted Gaines
The community of Mammoth 

Lakes is invited to join Senator 
Ted Gaines for a Town Hall 

meeting on Thursday, January 5, 
2012 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

in the Town Council Chambers, 
Suite Z, which is located in 
the Minaret Village Mall. 
This is an opportunity for 

residents, community leaders and 
business owners to get an update 
on what’s going on in the State 

Capitol and what they can expect 
in 2012. It’s also an opportunity 

to voice concerns and share ideas 
on improving state government. 

All ideas are welcome! 
No RSVP required. For more 

infomation, call (916) 651-4001. 

Happy New Year from the staff 
of the Town of Mammoth Lakes!

Meetings / Events:

Jan. 4  - Town Council Regular 
Meeting, 6:00 p.m. in Suite Z

Jan. 10  - Recreation 
Commission Regular Meeting 
Ste Z, 3:00 p.m.

Jan. 11  - Planning Commission 
Meeting, Suite Z, 2:00 p.m.

Twitter
Follow ‘TownofMammoth’ 

daily on Twitter at 
www.ci.mammoth-lakes.ca.us 

Town e-News:
Town e-News is your direct source 
for Town news, events, meetings 
and announcements.  Subscribe 

online under “NOTIFY ME” at www.
ci.mammoth-lakes.ca.us 

work. By March, the issue was at a 
standstill, waiting for a decision from 
Congress. We’re still waiting.

Mammoth Hospital begins to look at 
re-acquiring its portion of the McFlex 
Parcel that it sold to the Town of Mam-
moth in 2007. A tentative deal calling 
for a five-year buyback schedule was 
reached. 

Local schools struggle with the 
threat of more and more state budget 
cuts. The Eastern Sierra Unified School 
District chooses to pink slip its entire 
staff of teachers in an effort to be pre-
pared for any potential impacts from 
cuts. By year’s end, however, cuts are 
not as deep as expected but are still 
damaging.

The Town of Mammoth hires former 
Oakland Assistant City Administrator 
Marianna Marysheva-Martinez (or as 
The Sheet likes to call her, Triple M), as 
its Interim Town Manager.

MARCH

A legal route leading backcountry 
skiers and snowboarders from the 
base of the Sherwin Range back to 
the town of Mammoth is marked with 
directional signage after many years of 
public access concern.

Former airport employee, Doug 
Kriese notified the Federal Aviation 
Administration of safety regulation 
violations he says he witnessed at the 
airport during his tenure. The airport 
is cleared of the allegations by April.

Mammoth Lakes Police Sgt. Eric Hu-
gelman returns to work at the police 
department.

Rather than building new, Mam-
moth Lakes Housing takes on a re-
model project. By the end of the year, 
MLH itself is in foreclosure on one of 
its office spaces.

June Mountain turns 50.
Airport Maintenance Coordinator 

applicant William Thomas Bauman 
is chosen for the job by the inter-
view panel but when it is brought to 
light that he is Councilmember John 
Eastman’s future son-in-law, MMM 
steps in and vetoes the hiring on the 
grounds of nepotism.

The Mono County Planning Com-
mission determines that a private 
motocross track should not be allowed 
on the Garcia’s private property in 
Chalfant.

Elizabeth Tenney introduces her 
Gateway Monument project. By the 
end of the year the project is on its 
way, plowing through obstacles. 
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Tempers between the Town of 
Mammoth and the Mammoth Unified 
School District run hot over the ice 
rink, which the Town did not operate 
in the winter 2010/11. By the end of 
the year, the Town opens the rink for 
the 2011/12-season.

For the City of Los Angeles, a delay 
in the implementation of dust controls 
mandated by the Great Basin Air Pol-
lution Control District results in a $6.5 
million settlement. The $6.5 million 
is set aside for local clean air projects 
and before year’s end Lisa Isaacs is 
hired by GBAPCD to administer the 
funds.

The Center Fire hits Big Pine on 
March 18 and ends up destroying 19 
homes.

APRIL

Mammoth airs the world premiere 
of the three new episodes of The Bear 
Whisperer, starring Steve Searles.

Kathy Willhide-Michiulis, 43, sur-
vives a collision with a snowcat on 
Mammoth Mountain on March 25. 
The accident occurred as she was 
making her final run of the day on 
lower Mambo. Her left leg was pinned 
under the snowcat and was ultimately 
removed just above the knee.

Mammoth remembers ski patrollers 

Jen Collins wowed ‘em at the Rafters Mardi Gras party in March.

see HEADLINES, page 22

James Juarez, Scott McAndrews and 
Walter Rosenthal on the five-year an-
niversary of their deaths.

Former Mono County CAO Dave 
Wilbrecht is hired as the new, perma-
nent Town Manager for Mammoth 
Lakes.

Mammoth High School is recog-
nized as a California Distinguished 
School.

The Town of Mammoth begins to 
look at its budget for the upcoming fis-

cal year, realizing that it must cut more 
than $2 million when all is said and 
done. Personnel reductions as well as 
reductions to contracts end up making 
up the shortfall by late June.

Former Mammoth Lakes’ daycare 
provider Guadalupe “Lupe” Alma-
guer is sentenced to 60 years to life 
in prison. The sentence represents 
punishment for each of the four young 
female victims that Almaguer admit-
ted to sexually molesting over the 

years when the children were placed 
in his care.

MAY

Following two unrelated deaths in 
Mammoth due to heroin overdoses, 
Wolf interviews two Mammoth locals 
who both at one point in time were 
heroin dealers and users and discovers 
that heroin issues in Mammoth run 
deep.

Former Mammoth Lakes Police Of-
ficer Paul Dostie takes his cadaver dog 
to Tarawa to recover the bodies of Ma-
rines who fell in the Battle of Tarawa 
during WWII.

A delayed reaction by the Mammoth 
Lakes Town Council to non-compliant 
playground equipment at Mammoth 
Creek Park leaves the park void of 
equipment until the July 4 weekend. 
Sheet intern Lex Quintero reviews the 
new equipment and finds it wanting. 

U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) 
introduced the Mt. Andrea Lawrence 
Designation Act of 2011, which would 
name Mountain Peak 12,240, “Mt. An-
drea Lawrence” in honor and memory 
of Andrea Mead Lawrence, a conser-
vationist, three-time Olympian and 
former member of the Mono County 



“In the future, I believe that all tax measures should start with Y. Mea-
sure Y, or Measure YYY, or Measure YAMISOGULLIBLE.”

- Lunch

“It’s not like negotiating for a car, where if you don’t like dealing 
with one dealer you can go on to the next one.”

- Town Manager Dave Wilbrecht on the ongoing airport litigation 

They Said It:
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YEAR IN REVIEW

JEFFREY WHEELER (b. 1970): Wheeler, 
40, was discovered dead at his home 
in late January in Crowley Lake, of 
an apparent suicide. He was unmar-
ried and leaves behind no children. 
Wheeler worked with business partner 
Jeff Hartless for 16 years and held a 
joint contracting license for 14 of those 
years. Hartless said Wheeler moved up 
to Mammoth from the Alhambra area to 
work on his cousin’s home in Hidden
Valley and never left. His good friend 
Brett Walters wrote, “I shall miss Jeff. My 
wife, who is fairly new to the area and 
only met Jeff two years ago, remarked at 
how he was one of the few people she 
has met whom she could fully trust, one 
with whom she felt completely at ease 
talking about almost anything. He had a 
gift to make people feel at ease, whether 
he knew it or not. It is tough to say 
goodbye, but I feel solace in the knowl-
edge that I am a better person for having 
known him.”

VIVIEN GORDON: Gordon, 48, of Mar-
shall, North Carolina, passed away on 
Oct. 5. A native of Santa Barbara, Calif., 
Vivien was a graduate of Long Beach 
State University with a B.A. in Theatre 
Arts. Vivien lived in Mammoth Lakes 
during the early ‘90s. She worked in 
food and beverage and as a ski instruc-
tor at Mammoth Mountain as well as at 
Roberto’s as a food server. Vivien eventu-
ally settled in North Carolina with her 
husband, Dane, with whom she was co-
owner, of Freckle Farm Landscaping.

LARRY EASTMAN (b. 1970): Larry East-
man, a resident of Mammoth Lakes 
since 1974, passed away from cancer 
on Feb. 3 at his sister Judy’s home in Or-
ange, Calif. Born in Whittier, Calif., Larry 
attended schools in West Covina. From 
1969 to 1974, he studied to be a Forest 

see IN MEMORY, page 8

Ranger at Humboldt State College.
Referred to as “Chef Larenzo,” Larry 

worked as a cook at Whiskey Creek 
Restaurant during the mid 1970s. Larry 
spent 8 years as a Wilderness Ranger in 
Minaret and Beck canyons, as well as 
Cascade Valley.

 He worked for Mammoth Community 
Water District, the Shilo Inn in Mam-
moth, and with his brother, John, doing 
snow removal and landscape mainte-
nance at Snowcreek IV. He was also well 
known for his horseshoe-pitching prow-
ess, having competed in several State 
Championship tournaments. 

DAN HAYDON (b. 1928):  Mammoth 
lost long-time business and community 
leader Dan Haydon, 82, who died Feb. 26 
in Quincy, Ill. He served in the U.S. Army 
in the Korean War, and later taught in 
L.A., as well as in Okinawa and France. 
He settled in Mammoth, and was an avid 
skier. He worked his way up at the Mogul 
Steak House from dishwasher to owner 

of the restaurant.
Haydon served on the Mammoth 

Lakes Foundation as a director, chair 
of the arts committee and diamond 
partner. He received special recognition 
awards from the Mammoth Chamber of 
Commerce as a board member and from 
the Mammoth Lions Club for exemplary 
service.

He was also one of two people who’ve 
ever been selected as an “honorary 
fireman” by the Mammoth Lakes Fire 
Department. More than 100 people at-
tended Haydon’s 80th birthday party.

ROBERT “BOB” DORE  (b. 1923): 
Former June Lake and Mono County 
resident Robert (Bob) Dore passed away 
on Feb. 28. During WWII, Dore also 
served in the U.S. Navy. He and his wife, 
Marcia, moved to the Eastern Sierra in 

1965, where they raised their family of 
eight children at Silver Lake on the June 
Lake Loop.

He was a local business owner of both 
Mountaineer Hardware and, for a short 
time, the Tiger Bar, and an owner of sev-
eral properties in June Lake.

Dore was also an usher at Our Savior 
of the Mountains Catholic Church in Lee 
Vining, He served on the Mono County 
Grand Jury, June Lake Chamber of Com-
merce, June Lake Lion’s Club and was a 
member of E Clampus Vitus.

ROBBIE PERRY SMITH (b. 1949): 
Smith, 62, of Mammoth Lakes, died 
April 10 from complications of a long-
standing illness. Born in Hollywood, 
Calif., Robbie’s mother, known by her 
stage name, Wanda Perry, got Robbie 
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Dan Haydon (left) and his successor at The Mogul, Carey Sigmen. 

involved in the motion picture indus-
try as a child extra. He was a graduate 
of Hollywood High School. In 1976, 
he fell in love with skiing, hiking ... 
and Merry Gay Ueberroth. He was an 
accomplished carpenter and water 
skier. He is survived by siblings Char-
lie Brown and Joyce Breslin, as well 
as Merry Gay, and many friends and 
admirers.

DARLENE BENSON (b. 1947): Benson, 
63, a resident of Bishop and Mam-
moth Lakes for 38 years, passed away 
at Bishop Care Center on May 17 after a 
battle with cancer. She married Douglas 
Arthur Benson on Sept. 22, 1966, and 
the couple moved to Mammoth Lakes in 
the early 1970s, where she worked at the 
1849 Condominiums for more than 35 
years. She moved to Bishop because she 
loved her flowers and garden more than 
the snow.

JORGE CALDERON (b. 1957): Born in 
Mexico City, Jorge was a translator, in-
strumental in starting the Spanish trans-
lation program at Mammoth Mountain, 
Roma’s Cantina at Mammoth Mountain, 
graduate of California Culinary Academy 
in San Francisco, private chef, restaurant 
owner and operator, numerous years of 
being an American Youth Soccer Organi-
zation coach in Mammoth, and wrote a 
weekly Spanish column. He’s survived by 
his wife of 21 years, Cathleen.

JOE STAPP (b. 1960): Born in Glasgow, 
Mont., he died on June 5, surrounded by 
family. Joe spent his early years surfing 
and enjoying life in the San Francisco 
Bay Area with his many family and 
friends and serving in the U.S. Navy. He 
moved to Mammoth Lakes in 1987 and 
took up skiing. Joe coached and refereed 
in AYSO soccer for 12 years and served 
on the AYSO Board for several years 
as Regional Commissioner and Coach 
Coordinator. 

MELANIE FOGARTY (b. 1949):  From 
Compton, Calif., her father was a 
California Highway Patrol officer and 

her mother a traveler of more than 
130 countries. “Mel” grew up in Santa 
Monica, graduating from “SaMo High” 
in 1967. Mel worked summers cooking 
at Tioga Pass Resort, shucking oysters at 
Whiskey Creek, serving gourmet meals 
at Petrello’s, photographed skiers at 
Mammoth Mountain and finally settled 
into a life as a llama packer.

SALLY DEPERRO (b. 1950): DePerro, 
60, passed away on July 16. Raised in 
Southern California, she married her 
high school sweetheart John. After 
they married, John and Sally lived in 
Mono County for 34 years. She worked 

at Mammoth Hospital, was a member 
of Calico Quilters Quilt guild, and was 
involved with Mammoth Sunrise Rotary, 
Mammoth Hospital Auxiliary, Mammoth 
Lakes Women’s Club and other volunteer 
organizations. Sally leaves behind her 
husband, John, son Dustin, and daugh-
ter Chessalynn, and many other relatives 
and friends.

JOSEPH LEE KREMPLE: Kremple 
passed away on July 21. A graduate in 
business from the University of Nevada-
Reno, Joe had been working remotely in 
Mammoth Lakes doing verifications of 
brokers’ estimates of value of properties 
and studying to be an appraiser. He also 
worked part-time at Nevado’s and Sierra 
Star.

BILL KRAWISZ: Krawisz, 26, of Mam-
moth Lakes, was killed in a traffic 
accident on Sept. 10. According to the 
Wyoming Highway Patrol, the VW van 
Billy was riding in with friend Travis 
Mann was traveling westbound on 
Interstate 80 outside Laramie. Mann was 
seriously injured in the crash, along with 
passengers Ashley Hailey, Chris Ricci. He 
loved to cook, and fishing and hiking the 
Eastern Sierra.

RICHARD FRINCKE: Frincke passed 
away at his home in Mammoth Lakes 
on Sept. 29. He was survived by his 
wife, Anne who he married in 1956, his 
children Dinah, Carolyn and Steve, his 
grandchildren Melanie, Josh and Con-
nor, as well as numerous nieces and 
nephews. A Korean War veteran who 
served in the United States Air Force, he 
moved to Mammoth in his mid-30s. A 
business entrepreneur, he was a mem-
ber of the Lions Club, Fire Commission, 
E. Clampus Vitus, and a lifetime member 
of the Sierra Club.

MICHAEL “SPIKE” SENTOVIC: A 
longtime Mammoth local, Sentovic, 
55, passed away on Sept. 22 at Mam-
moth Hospital after a long illness. He is 
survived by his wife, Jennifer, and his 
daughter, Katelin, both of Mammoth.

TOM GREENSTEIN: Friends and busi-
ness associates were shocked to learn of 
the sudden passing of Mammoth Lakes 
local Tom Greenstein, 41, who was found 
unresponsive and without vital signs in 
his home on Dec. 15. As the year came to 
a close, cause of death was still being in-
vestigated by the Mono County Coroner, 
and pending autopsy and toxicological 
results.

LISA “BLOO” LONGO: Friends and 
family of Lisa “Bloo” Longo gathered to 
remember her at Minaret Vista on Sept. 
15. Longo, 34, unexpectedly passed away 
on August 10. She had been preceded 
in death two months earlier by her best 
friend and faithful canine companion, 
Mingus.
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Dear Editor:

... Out of all the MMSA employees who 
abuse their employee discount, Mr. Wolf 
is one of the few who is thick enough to 
get caught. 

Between that and his line-cutting, 
loudmouthed antics, he seems to be in 
the running for Charlie Sheen’s “Win-
ning!” award (which is second only to 
the Darwin award). 

   Bryce Carter 
   Crowley Lake 

March 19

How Colin Wolf managed to have the 
skiing equivalent of a rap sheet over at 
June Mountain Ski Area starts with a 
slice of pizza. Seems that even before the 
final transgression that led to him being 
banned, Wolf had already set off alarms 
at JMSA when he bought a slice of pizza 
for some friends visiting from out of 
town using his Mammoth Mountain Ski 
Area employee discount.

As Wolf recalled the incident: “Little 
did I know, there was a full-blown 
culinary stakeout in progress. ‘Did you 
pay for that slice of pizza?’ asked a June 
employee, oddly appearing from behind 
a wooden post. ‘Yes,’ I said. ‘And did 
your friend just take a bite out of it?’ We 
locked eyes for a moment. ‘Yes.’ But it 
was too late. As soon as I admitted to 
what would later be called ‘PizzaGate,’ I 
simultaneously realized that I was about 
to be posterized.”

So Wolf was subsequently chewed out 
for a good 15 minutes and reminded 
sternly about why you can’t use your 
discounts for anyone but yourself. He 
apologized and said he wouldn’t do it 
again. All that contriteness, however, 
evaporated the second he saw that same 
June employee buying his friends lunch 
using his employee pass.

You have to know Wolf … he doesn’t 
tolerate “do as I say, not as I do” behavior 
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Charles Darwin

darwin
YEAR IN REVIEW

Every Year in Review issue, The Sheet “celebrates,” or 
rather “roasts,” the dubious accomplishments of a person 
who left a skidmark on history. This year, our Darwin win-
ner is, or rather “was,” one of our own: Colin Wolf, who 
managed to get himself banned, not from a bar or eatery … 
but from June Mountain Ski Area. As Geisel says, “That’s 
like getting banned from Disneyland.” 

well.
But PizzaGate pales in comparison 

to what happened one Saturday morn-
ing on Presidents’ Weekend. With tons 
of snow spread far and wide, JMSA was 
slammed. The line for the J1 chairlift 
snaked down the stairs, through the 
parking lot and literally spewed out into 
the road. In line: Wolf, who was on the 
clock, and some of the MMSA Ski Team 
athletes he was coaching.

“So, like every other genius trying to 
avoid holiday Mammoth crowds, there 
I was, waiting in the biggest lift line I‘ve 
ever stood in. After about 45 minutes of 
being unfazed by boredom, I eventually 
made it to the actual rope queue. A liftie 
comes up and scans my pass, along with 
the passes of my athletes,” he recounted.

After getting to the top, the group 
decides to take a lap back down the face. 
“On the surface this would seem like a 
bad idea considering the lengthy lift line, 
but I had an awesome plan. You see, the 
lifties opted out of setting up a singles 
line. This decision made no sense to me, 
given that half empty and fully blown 
vacant chairs were being neglected.”

He spread his athletes among the 
singles, filled up the chairs and they all 
met up at the top. This worked well for 
a couple of runs, and according to Wolf 
the lifties were letting their friends jump 
in line anyway.

That was until he heard, “Hey! You 
have to go to the end of the line!” Natu-
rally, Wolf mentions the lack of a singles 
line and the unfilled or empty chairs be-
ing sent up. Chastised again by the liftie, 
who took issue with criticism of how he 
was handling the situation, Wolf takes 
his crew back to the end of the gargan-
tuan line.

After 30 minutes the group made it 
back to the rope queue, but Wolf glanced 
up at the chairlift and says he saw a half-

empty chair was going up, followed by a 
completely empty one, and then another 
friend of the liftie cutting in line. 

Now, that Wolf was compelled to say 
something, employee to employee, isn’t 
where he hit the iceberg. It’s what he said 
and how that sank his ship.

“If I had the ability to travel back in 
time and stop myself from opening my 
big, fat, stupid mouth, I totally would 
have, because this is what came out: 
‘Hey man, I thought you were going 
to have someone filling these chairs. 
People are getting pissed.’”

The liftie’s retort of “Don’t tell me 
how to do my job,” is followed by Wolf’s 
unfiltered, “What job? You’re not doing 
anything.” The liftie pulled his pass, and 
after a phone call, just like that, it was 
over. The pass was gone. 

“So I now have two strikes on file and 
let me tell you … being blacklisted really 
sucks. It’s strange … not in my wildest 
dreams did I ever think I would be exiled 
from a place I love and cherish. Next 
time I’ll keep my big, fat, stupid mouth 

shut … and with my own pizza in it.”
Colin Wolf moved away from Mam-

moth, ironically, in June. He now writes 
for City Weekly in Salt Lake City. 





calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC

Outlaw Saloon @ John’s Pizza Works 
has NFL action on the big HD 
screens!
Giovanni’s NFL Jersey competition 
is back along with lots of Sunday and 
Monday specials and games in HD!

Monday, Jan. 2/
Mickey’s Monday @ Z Bar Ranch, a 
burger, fries and a Mickey’s are just 
$5!
Poker Tournament @ Lakanuki. 
Happy hour menu all night.

Tuesday, Jan. 3/
Industry New Year’s Party for all 
of us who had to work, 9 p.m. @ 
Whiskey Creek in Mammoth. San 
Diego’s top DJ GROY and local Boy DJ 
LL (Lloyd Cearley). Hang for our very 
own champagne toast at midnight! 
Taco Tuesdays at Z Bar Ranch, with 
$1 tacos and live music from 5-9 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 4/
Wild Wednesday @ Whiskey Creek.
Open Mic @ Stellar Brew, 7-11 p.m., 
w/Dave’s Folk ‘n Cello Experiment!
Welfare Wednesday @ Lakanuki. 

Thursday, Jan. 5/
All Night Happy Hour @ Rafters. 
Thirsty Thursday @ Lakanuki. Cheap 
drinks and Cheap Trick on karaoke!
John Jacoby & Nick Ingrisanie play 
the Tap.

Friday, Dec. 30/
In the Village at Mammoth ... Roam-
ing Performers 3-6 p.m., also Fire-
side Story Time at the Plaza fire pit, 2 
& 6 p.m., 

Saturday, Dec. 31/
In the Village at Mammoth ... Roam-
ing Carolers 2-5 p.m., Fireside Story 
Time at the Plaza fire pit, 3 p.m.
Holiday Fireworks Spectacular in 
the Village at Mammoth, 9 p.m.! 
New Year’s Eve New York City Style 
Skating Party @ the Mammoth Ice 
Rink. See details on Page 13!

Tuesday, Jan. 3/
Mono County Board of Supervi-
sors regular meeting, 9 a.m. in the 
Bridgeport Courthouse Building.
Drop-in Men’s Ice Hockey @ the 
Mammoth Ice Rink (Off Meridian 
Blvd. next to Mammoth Library). 
6:30-8:30 p.m. Thursday also. 
Adventure Slide Show Series @ 
Snowcreek Athletic Club. Tonight’s 
speaker: Christian Pondella on 
“Bolivia: Ski Mountaineering in 
the Cordillera Real.” Three skiers 
look for adventure in the Cordillera 
Real Mountains of Bolivia. With the 

Friday, Dec. 30/
Catch A Wave, nationally acclaimed 
touring Beach Boys tribute band, 
4:30-7 p.m. in the Village Events 
Plaza, Free! 
CMU’s “Winterlude” holiday 
fundraiser, a spirited evening 
of classical chamber music and 
champagne. Light-hearted, 
humorous, wistful and profound 
musical selections from Vivaldi to 
Gershwin, performed in the intimate 
atmosphere of Casa Musica, 7 p.m. 
@ the home of Rebecca Hang and 
Brian Schuldt, 289 Wagon Wheel Rd. 
in Mammoth. Tix: $85. RSVP: http://
felicitrio.com/winterlude2011.html.
Live music @ Thai Thai Restaurant 
(at Bishop Airport). Wednesdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays from 5:45-7:45 
p.m.
Side Door Café Happy Hour w/ $5 
Drink Specials from 5-7:30 p.m.
Unwind at Whitebark nightly 
from 4-6:30 p.m. with food & drink 
specials.
DJs Rodney O and Lamont spin @ 
Lakanuki. 10 p.m. ‘til close. 
Good Livin’ @ the Bistro in 
Snowcreek Athletic Club, 7:30-10 
p.m. Happy hour special 4:30-6:30 
p.m.
 
Saturday, Dec. 31/
Heartful of Soul from 6 p.m. to 
1 a.m. at Double Eagle Resort in 
June Lake, with four-course dinner, 
$90 includes champagne, band, 
entertainment RSVP recommended. 
760.648.7004.
DJ Lamont helps spin in the New 
Year in the Village Events Plaza, 
4-6:30 p.m. Then meet the New Year 
with award-winning Beatles tribute 
band Paperback Writer, 6:30-9 p.m. 
Free!
The Luca Band rocks in 2012 @ 
Rafters!
DJ’s “Rich and Natalie” get Sierra 
Inn’s groove on for New Year’s Eve, 
8:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. 
DJ Skip Zoid lights up Red Lantern!
Lava Moon @ the Outlaw Saloon 
(hey, that rhymes!) all night!
Jeffrey James and the Wanted Gang 
rock in the New Year at Z-Bar Ranch!
Soul Reason plays the Restaurant at 
Convict Lake. RSVP: 760.934.3803.
Whiskey Creek New Year’s Eve 
party. $100 cover includes open bar, 
appetizers, party favors. 
New Years Eve Celebration at the 
Westin with DJ LL (Lloyd Cearley)
Celebration starts at 9 p.m. with a 
champagne toast at midnight.
Tom’s Place New Year’s Eve party 
with Good Livin’. No cover. Prime rib 
dinner served from 5-8 p.m. 

Sunday, Jan. 1/
Football and Party Bingo @ Laka-
nuki! Hosted by Billy and Ry-Lo.

TOWN STUFF
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BARS & MUSIC

Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 200 beers
NOTHING GOES WITH EGGNOG 

LIKE WILD TURKEY

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

• Chicken & Beef Teriyaki
• Tempura • Tonkatsu • Sukiyaki
• Calamari • Sushi
• Full Service Cocktail Bar
   & Lounge

760-872-4801
Open at 5 p.m.

635 N. Main St. 
Bishop

25 years of experience

         japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar
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TOWN STUFF

Minaret Cinemas Jan. 6: War Horse & The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo!

Mission: Impossible Ghost Protocol (PG-13): Tom Cruise stars as Ethan Hunt in 
one of the year's best action flicks that's also a $130 million BMW commercial! 

Sherlock Holmes: Game of Shadows (PG-13): The Crown Prince of Austria is 
dead, and Holmes and Watson (Robert Downey, Jr. & Jude Law) deduce it's a 
murder designed by Professor Moriarty!

Website discount coupons good for all shows, all days. Info: www.mammothlakes-
movies.com or call 760.934.3131.

Take 2 Video ... in the Rite Aid/Do-It Center Mall 760.924.8124
Apollo 18 (PG-13): Decades-old footage from NASA's secret, abandoned Apollo 
18 mission reveals the real reason the U.S. has never returned to the moon.

In the Name of the King: Two Worlds (R): Dolph Lundgren plays Granger, a war-
rior in medieval times, who is sent on a quest to fulfill an ancient prophecy.

Coming Jan. 3: Don't Be Afraid of the Dark, The Guard and Shark Night!

NEW YEAR'S EVE SKATE PARTY
Skate in the New Year New York City 

style at the Mammoth Ice Rink from 
6:30 – 9:30 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 31. 
Enjoy party favors, hats and sparkling 
cider as we countdown to 2012 on 
East Coast time at 9 p.m. local time. 
The fire-pits will be ablaze for marsh-
mallow roasting along with hearty 
hot chocolates! Purchase the Five 
Skate Pass (5SP) and get the 6th Skate 
FREE ... $50 for adults and $40 for 
youth. Call the Mammoth Ice Rink at 
760.934.2505 for complete winter rates 
and schedule.

 

AVALANCHE SEASON KICKOFF
 
Eastern Sierra Avalanche Center 

holds its annual Season Kickoff Event 
and Fundraiser on Saturday, Jan. 7, 
2012, featuring world-renowned ski 
mountaineer, Andrew McLean, who 
has completed first descents on all 
seven continents, and runs the popu-
lar website, www.straightchuter.com.

 At 7 p.m., McLean will present 
“Polar Extremes," covering two trips 
he took in 2011 to spots nearly polar 
opposites on the globe — Spitsbergen, 
Norway and the Antarctic Peninsula. 
The two areas are separated by 145 
degrees of latitude.

 Bid on silent auction items through-
out the evening, and participate in the  
raffle to win a new pair of skis, a snow-
board, or one of the other fabulous 
prizes provided by local businesses 
and corporate sponsors.

 Earlier in the day, at 11:30 a.m., free 
avalanche clinics will be conducted in 
the Mountainside Conference Center 
at Mammoth Mountain’s Main Lodge. 
Sessions run from 12:30-2 p.m. and 
2:30-4 p.m. Local backcountry moun-
tain guides will lead all seminars. 
Pre-register at www.esavalanche.org. 
All daytime events are free and open to 
the public.

Doors for the evening at Eagle Lodge 
open at 6 p.m. and tickets are only $10.

JUNE MOUNTAIN IS OPEN!
Don't forget that June Mountain 

is open for skiing and boarding, and 
reports are that the groomers are re-
ally good. Chairs 1 & 2 are open with 
access to Mambo. With the limited ter-
rain ticket prices have been reduced 
to the following until more terrain is 
available: Adults $30, Youth $23, Se-
niors are $15 and Children just $10!

Now is a great time for lessons at 
June, and of course gear rentals and 
the cafe and cocktails at the World 
Famous Antler Bar are all be available. 
Plus, the Sport Shop is stocked with 
new goodies for everyone on your 
holiday shopping list!

More info: 888.JUNEMTN or www.
junemountain.com.

Tuesday, Jan. 3 (cont.)/
capital La Paz as their starting point, 
they take in the local culture, eat bad 
chicken, and venture onto several 
6,000 meter peaks in hopes of suc-
cessful ski descents on the notorious 
steep and firm faces. Free, 7 p.m.
MHS Varsity Basketball versus Sierra 
Lutheran, 6 p.m. in the MHS Gym.

Wednesday, Jan. 4/
Mammoth Lakes Town Council 
meeting 6 p.m. in Suite Z/Mina-
ret Village Mall. Info: Jamie Gray, 
760.934.8989.
Drop-in Women's Ice Hockey @ the 
Mammoth Ice Rink (Off Meridian 
Blvd. next to Mammoth Library). 
6:30-8:30 p.m. 
MHS Varsity Basketball versus Im-
manuel Christian, 4 p.m. in the MHS 
Gym.

Thursday, Jan. 5/
Eastern Sierra Photographers' 
Club meeting in the LADWP confer-
ence room on Mandich in Bishop, 7 
p.m. Bring prints or digital images 
to share. Visitors welcome. For info: 
Lynn at 760.937.7736.
Mammoth Chamber of Commerce 
Special Meeting with Mono Coun-
ty's State Senator Ted Gaines, 6-8 
p.m. in Suite Z, Minaret Mall, aka 
Town Council Chambers.
Sierra Club X-Country Ski or Snow 
Shoe Conditioning. Outings cover 3 
to 5 miles and last about 2 ½ hours. 
All skill levels welcome; we concen-
trate on conditioning, technique 
Come prepared! Meet at Union Bank 
parking lot in Mammoth at 10 am. 
Itinerary depends on snow condi-
tions. Abominable weather cancels. 
Info: John 760.934.1767 or Mary Kay 
760.934.0355.

Jan. 7: Eastern Sierra Avalanche 
Center annual Season Kickoff Event 
and Fundraiser. See sidebar this 
page for more info.
Jan. 9: Mono Basin Historical So-
ciety potluck dinner and regular 
business meeting in the Lee Vining 
Community Center. Potluck begins 
at 6:30 p.m., followed by meeting at 
7 p.m. including election of officers 
and 2012 Board of Trustees. The 
public is invited. Info: 760.647.6644.
Jan. 9: Bishop City Council meeting, 
7 p.m. in City Hall, 377 W. Line St. 
View agenda at www.ca-bishop.us.
Jan. 10: Mammoth Lakes Recreation 
Commission regular meeting in 
Suite Z, 3 p.m.
Mammoth High School Varsity Bas-
ketball versus Mojave, 4:30 p.m. in 
the MHS Gym.
Jan. 11: Mammoth Lakes Plan-
ning Commission Meeting, 
Suite Z, 2 p.m. Info: Karen Ridley, 
760.934.8989.
Jan. 12: Mono County Solid Waste 
Task Force meeting at 2 p.m. In 
Mammoth: Town-County Confer-
ence Room (437 Old Mammoth 
Road, Minaret Village Mall, 2nd 
Floor). Bridgeport: in the CAO 
Conference room (74 North School 
Street, Annex 1, 1st Floor).
Jan. 14: Sage to Summit Winter Race 
Series-Learn To Run 2012 New Year 
5k-10k Training Group, an 8 week 
coed training program for beginners 
looking to run or walk their first 5k - 
10k race. More info: visit sagetosum-
mit.com or call 760.872.1756.
Jan. 17: Mammoth Lakes Chamber 
of Commerce Monthly Luncheon, 
noon at Chart House! 

AT THE MOVIES

ON DVD & BLU-RAY
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UPCOMING MOBILE FOOD PANTRY IN MONO
Starting in January, Inyo-Mono Ad-

vocates for Community Action (IMA-
CA) and Food Bank of N. Nevada  will 
bring a Mobile Food Pantry to Mono 
County.

On the fourth Thursday of every 
month, the MFP will be in Walker, 399 
Mule Deer Rd., from 10-11 a.m. and 
later in Bridgeport, 1000 Twin Lakes 
Rd., from 12:30-1 p.m. And on the 
fourth Friday of each month, the MFP 
will stop in Mammoth Lakes at 625 
Old Mammoth Rd. from 1-2:30 p.m. 
Info: IMACA, 800.541.1822, ext. 26.

REGISTER FOR CODE RED
Residents of Mono County can 

register their cell phones to receive 
emergency CodeRED (better known as 
Reverse 911) alerts from Mono County. 

CodeRED announcements are for 
personal notification and will not 
replace CERT CAHAN notification. 
Register/sign up using the Internet:

1. Go to monosheriff.org
2. Scroll down left side panel to 

CodeRED community notification 
system;

3. Click on it and follow directions.



Y
E

A
R

 I
N

 R
E

V
IE

W
14  I   YEAR IN REVIEW: SPORTS www.thesheetnews.com THE SHEET  I  Saturday, December 31, 2011

sports
YEAR IN REVIEW

What a difference a few months 
can make. 

At the outset of this year’s 
World Cup campaign, Mammoth’s 
John Teller had his hat out collecting 
donations just so he could compete 
on the circuit this year, and ESPN 
announcers Chris Ernst and Keir 
Dillon at X Games this past weekend 
referred to Teller as a “privateer” - a 
guy largely paying his own way to 
compete on tour versus having corpo-
rate sponsorship. 

That likely all changed with Teller’s 
thrilling victory last Sunday in Men’s 
Skier Cross at the X Games in Aspen, 
where Teller beat prohibitive favorite 
Chris Del Bosco by half a ski length in 
the final. 

Teller was the only skier in the field 
who got anywhere close to Del Bosco 
all day. 

Del Bosco won his quarterfinal heat 
by nearly a second, an eternity in ski 
racing. 

The victory came just weeks after 
Teller became the first American to 
win a World Cup skier cross event. 

Teller mistimed a jump at the start of 
his quarterfinal heat and from my van-
tage point on the couch, with Teller’s 
limbs spread-eagled in all directions 
as he sought to maintain his balance, 
it looked like he might fall and become 
an early casualty. 

Teller righted himself, but at the cost 
of dropping from 2nd to 4th place (the 
top three finishers advanced to the 
semifinal round). 

He ultimately made a slick pass 
toward the bottom of the course and 
placed second. 

When The Sheet reached Teller via 
telephone at a steakhouse in Deer 
Valley, Utah on Wednesday, we asked 
whether Teller had been in danger of 
losing before he ever had a chance of 
winning. 

“I wasn’t gonna fall,” he said flatly. “I 
just had the timing off.” 

In the semifinal, Del Bosco and 
Teller were 1-2 out of the gate and 
stayed that way from start-to-finish. 
Teller had an opportunity to pass 
on the upper part of the course, but 
decided discretion was the better part 
of valor, as again, he only had to finish 
in the top three to advance to the final. 

In the final, Del Bosco and Teller 

again came out of the gate 1-2. 
This time, however, Teller, draft-

ing behind Del Bosco, made a bid to 
pass. 

“I made the move at the right time 
and somehow got through,” he said 
during a post-race interview with 
ESPN’s Jamie Little. 

But watching the replay, it some-
how gets a little more scientific. Teller 
just got lower than Del Bosco and 
was better able to maintain his speed 
through the pass. 

The rest of the post-race interview 
went like this. 

Little: You just became the first 
American to win a World Cup skier 
cross. Now you come here and take 
the gold. Where do you come from? 

Teller: Mammoth!
Little: How does a mechanic (Al-

pine Garage) go from working every 
day to being a gold medalist? 

Teller: It just shows hard work in 
life, no matter what you do, it always 
pays off.

The camera then panned to his 
mother Debbie crying tears of joy in 
the crowd. 

Standing next to mom was Mam-
moth Mountain CEO Rusty Gregory, 
who’s never one to pass up a mar-
keting opportunity. As the camera 
panned to him, Gregory smiled and 
pointed to the Mammoth logo on his 

jacket. 
Little then threw the narrative back 

to play-by-play announcer Chris 
Ernst, who generally has no trouble 
babbling endlessly. 

This time, all a stunned Ernst could 
say was “I don’t know what to say, 
exactly.” 

That’s how much of a prohibitive 
favorite Del Bosco was. “The man we 
thought no one could beat,” admitted 
Ernst. 

But sometimes, real life produces 
its own Rocky Balboas. 

/from The Sheet February 5/

While there were many local athletic accomplishments this year, none could top John Teller’s 
meteoric rise from skier cross obscurity, capped by a victory at Winter X Games.       
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YEAR IN REVIEW
“I’m never bored when I’ve got money.”  

- MMSA CEO Rusty Gregory 

“Austerity measures generally involve 
keeping our children’s bathing suits dry.”

 - Lunch on the threatened closure of Whitmore Pool

They Said It:

JANUARY:  Wolf profiled controversial 
rapper Mickey Avalon, who performed 
an exclusive show at Whiskey Creek. 
Avalon recounted how he became a 
successful drug dealer, and even began 
to raise a family. He left his wife and 
daughter, and got into prostitution 
and porn. Avalon claims he’s clean and 
has changed his life.

FEBRUARY: Mono County students 
competed in the 2011 Poetry Out 
Loud competition (the county’s 
program debut) at the Edison Theater. 
Erica Robinson of Mammoth High 
School emerged the winner. Runner-
up honors went to Coleville High 
School Junior Madilyne Case.

MARCH: Minaret Cinema hosts 
a special screening of the newly 
completed documentary “Mount 
St. Elias,” about a 2007 team of skier 
mountaineers determined to make 
“the planet’s longest skiing descent” 
from the Alaska mountain’s summit at 
18,008 feet down to Icy Bay at 0 feet.

APRIL: Edison Theatre plays host to 
“An Evening With The Stars,” a special 
staged reading of Patrick Meyers’ play, 
“K2,” performed at the Edison Theatre 
by film and TV star Beau Bridges, his 
nephew Marcel Lloyd, and narrated by 
his daughter, Emily Bridges.

Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre 
opened the classic whodunit “Dial 
M for Murder” at the new Edison 
Theatre. Clay Tyson made his debut 
alongside Jessica Blum, Scottie 
Marzonie, Ted Carleton and Grant 
Bentley.

JUNE:  Blue Sky Festival gets a new 
home on the Cerro Coso College 
campus. Called the “Blue Sky Bowl,” 
The Sheet suggested it should be 
nicknamed “Dave’s less-wooded site.” 

JULY: Mammoth Lakes Jazz Jubilee 
felt the effects of the recession, scaling 
down the number of bands and 
venues, but still managed to break 
even. 

Mammoth Lakes Music Festival 
included a playoff between a modern 
violin and a vintage Stradivarius. 

Villagefest headliner Pink Froyd 
could be heard in Old Mammoth! 

Sierra Classic Theatre’s Shakespeare 
at Sam’s Wood Site staged “Twelfth 
Night,” which was set in a small 

Mammoth’s arts community 
continues to prosper. Perhaps this 
is what convinced Cookie Phillips 

and Lionel Burt to revive the 
Mammoth Follies for 2012. Below 

are a few highlights from 2011. 

Horowitz.
Millpond Music Festival featured 

headliner Los Lobos!
OCTOBER: Bishop High School 
debuted its newly installed $60,000 
sound system. 

SCT’s Murder Mystery Dinner 
Fundraiser “Out of Commission” 
skewered real estate and town politics, 
the crime scene at a chamber mixer 
hosted by a real estate company with 
“killer” competition.

NOVEMBER: There’s nothing better 
than sitting in a theatre watching 
an unpredictable group of talented 
working actors whose sole purpose 
is to make you laugh! The Spolin 
Players, a company of seasoned 
players who’ve been described as 

possessing a magical chemistry that 
comes from nearly two decades of 
working together and a broad range 
of experience from all across the 
performing arts spectrum returned 
to the Mammoth Lakes Repertory 
Theatre.

DECEMBER: Mammoth Lakes 
Repertory Theatre’s “radio” play 
version of “It’s A Wonderful Life” was 
set in a 1946-era radio studio. Sound 
Effects artist Tim Casey performed 
live on stage with the actors. Dennis 
Kostecki makes his debut as George 
Bailey. Roger Freed played Clarence. 
Julia Runcie played Mary Hatch.

Le Centre Dance Studio’s Winter 
Recital raised the barre, so to speak, 
for dance in the Eastern Sierra. 

western town, circa 1900. 

AUGUST: At Bluesapalooza, Blues 
Traveler front man John Popper turned 
out to be a “Bear Whisperer” watcher, 
and toasted Steve Searles and the 
bears during the band’s set!

Mammoth Festival followed last 
year’s performance by Train with the 
Goo Goo Dolls and Michelle Branch. 

Mammoth Rocks welcomed festival 
newcomer Boogie Knights and old 
fave Wayward Sons.

SEPTEMBER: An all-female version 
of Neil Simon’s comedy “The Odd 
Couple” opened at the Edison Theatre. 
MHS Drama Teacher Kevin Worden 
directed and performed with Jarrett 
Smith as Olive and Juliana Olinka as 
Florence, along with Chuck Scatolini, 
Maureen “Mo” Jacoby, Dee DiGioia, 
Eva Poole-Gilson and Kendra Knight-



commentary
YEAR IN REVIEW

As he announced his candidacy for 
President this week, Republican Jon 
Huntsman (who?) echoed a familiar 

refrain. He said he was running for Presi-
dent because “For the first time in history, 
we are passing down to the next genera-
tion a country that is less powerful, less 
compassionate, less competitive and less 
confident that the one we got ... we will 
not be the first American generation that 
lets down the next generation.” 

Hmm. Nice rhetoric, but if he’d opened 
his campaign in Mammoth Lakes, I won-
der if  the standing-room only crowd in 
Suite Z on Wednesday night would have 
believed him. 

The starkness of Mammoth’s financial 
predicament has fully penetrated the 
collective consciousness, as services once 
considered standard and historically 
taken for granted (like Whitmore Pool) are 
threatened with closure. 

Whitmore survived the first cut at Coun-
cil Wednesday night, but will probably 
not survive the second (when an airport 
litigation settlement is reached) later this 

summer. 
So what does this mean? I looked 

around the room and I saw a lost genera-
tion. I saw stagnation. I saw defeat. I saw 
disbelief. I saw a spike in real estate sales 
in Bishop. I saw kids who still didn’t quite 
understand what it meant. Yes, the adults 
were threatening to take their pool away, 
but as a kid, nothing happens until it hap-
pens. 

And kids ... kids are more resillient than 
adults. You can take away things from 
them, but they are eminently adaptable. 
They don’t need bright and shiny toys; 
they can make a game of anything. They 
can weather hardship without even know-
ing the degree of hardship they’re weath-
ering. Whereas for adults ... it’s harder to 
take. To look up and see ... not even a glass 
ceiling, but a lowered one. We used to talk 
about a $50 million recreation center with 
an indoor aquatic facility. Now we can’t 
even afford to operate an aging outdoor 
pool. 

It’s hard to think about being dynamic 
when all you feel is tired. 

Mammoth is now a place which cannot 
afford to reinvest in itself, cannot afford to 
dream. It will be hard enough to provide 
basic services. As Councilman Skip Harvey 
lamented to me a few weeks ago, and I 
will paraphrase: We keep spending money 
on marketing to bring people here, but 
once they get here, what do they see? Do 
they see enough in our town to want to 
come back? Or do they see potholes and 

unstriped parking lots and faded signs?
I told Skip that it’s one thing when it’s 

wintertime. The snow serves as its own 
natural paint job. Summer’s another mat-
ter. 

Speaking of Skip, when delivering 
papers in Bishop last Friday, I walked into 
Golden State Cycle and saw Skip wearing 
a t-shirt as a makeshift sling. He’d just had 
a motorcycle accident at the intersection 
of Red Hill and West Line. He found out 
later he’d completely snapped a bone in 
his shoulder. 

So I’m driving him back to Mammoth 
because, well, he’s a Mammoth guy and 
he’s going to Mammoth Hospital and that’s 
that. And I start talking to him about how 
impressed I am with what Evan Russell 
and the Mammoth Lakes Foundation have 
done in creating “Blue Sky Bowl.” 

So Skip, despite being in intense pain, 
makes me take a detour to show him 
the Blue Sky Bowl before I drop him at 
the hospital. Whatever you may think of 
Skip, he loves Mammoth, and even when 
I looked at the Council dais and tried to 
be angry on Wednesday night, I couldn’t 
really sustain it. 

We are not Bell, Calif. Our leaders are 
not crooks. 

I looked at Rick Wood and John Eastman 
- they raised their kids in a healthy, solvent 
community and in striving to help create 
a “better” community, they (and many fel-
low Councilmembers through the years) 
had a hand in destroying the existing one. 

The great thing about being a writer in Mammoth ... there’s never a dearth of material.  This editorial 
was entitled “The Lost Generation.” -Lunch               

/from The Sheet June 25/
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So what’s the penalty, you might ask. 
Their kids are gone. They are in the 
autumn of their careers. What did they 
really lose? Well, both have children who 
wish to move back to Mammoth. If there 
is not enough opportunity, their children 
will not survive here and will have to leave. 

That is penalty aplenty. 
Yes, many chefs had a hand in the stew 

we’re in. And for the most part, the fingers 
have been pointed at the elected officials 
who’ve made the votes, and at the staff 
members and consultants and attorneys 
who’ve served them poorly. 

But whither Mammoth Mountain? This 
is a company town, and the company 
certainly exerted large influence on Coun-
cilmembers to do its bidding, especially in 
regard to Mammoth/Yosemite Airport. 

I’m not saying Mammoth Mountain 
should be responsible for any part of the 
litigation judgment, however ... it is time 
for the company to step forward and 
assume most if not all of certain shared 
burdens, particuarly when it comes to 
airport operations. 

The Town cannot afford to take respon-
sibility for air service subsidies, nor 
should it entertain assuming any financial 
obligation for the expansion of the airport 
terminal. Nor should it continue to spend 
money on ever more employees to service 
added flights. We’ve spent enough on this. 
It’s the Mountain’s turn. 
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“It’s like if my neighbor bought a new truck he couldn’t afford 
and asked me to help him with the payments because its sitting in 

his driveway makes my property look good.”

- Hap Hazard on why he’s opposed to 

County subsidy of Mammoth/Yosemite Airport

They Said It:

“Student loan debt outpaced credit 
card debt for the first time last year and 
is likely to top a trillion dollars this year 
as more students go to college and a 
growing share borrow money to do so.

‘In the coming years, a lot of people 
will still be paying off their student 
loans when it’s time for their kids to go 
to college,’ said Mark Kantrowitz, the 
publisher of FinAid.org and Fastweb.
com, who has compiled the estimates 
of student debt, including federal and 
private loans.

Two-thirds of bachelor’s degree 
recipients graduated with debt in 2008, 
compared with less than half in 1993. 
Last year, graduates who took out loans 
left college with an average of $24,000 in 
debt. Default rates are rising, especially 
among those who attended for-profit 
colleges.

The mountain of debt is likely to grow 
more quickly with the coming round of 
budget-slashing. Pell grants for low-
income students are expected to be cut 
and tuition at public universities will 
probably increase as states with pinched 
budgets cut back on the money they give 
to colleges.”

                         -New York Times, April 11

I was 25 years old, driving west on 
I-80 in a white Ford Escort. Not even an 
Escort LX. And the car broke down right 
at Exit 303 on the west side of town. 

This was before the age of cellphones, 
or more specifically, before the age 
where I had a cellphone. 

So I walked down the exit ramp to the 
nearest gas station and asked two ques-
tions. 

1.) Who’s the best mechanic in town?
2.) Where’s the nearest newspaper 

office? 
I called the former and walked to the 

latter. It turned out my car had actu-
ally broken down within sight of the 
Elko Daily Free Press building, though I 
hadn’t known it at the time. 

I walked in and introduced myself 
to the woman at the front counter (I’m 
embarrassed I can’t recall her name. She 
only worked there 35 years) and pretty 
soon the Editor, Rex Steninger, ushered 
me back into his office. 

Rex was one of three Steninger boys 
running the paper at that time. The 
paper had been in the family for almost 
a century. Rex and his brothers were the 
4th generation to operate the paper.

“Are you looking for a reporter?” I 

asked. 
“You’re in luck,” he replied. “I had a 

reporter get busted for a D.U.I. last night. 
In this business, if you can’t drive, you 
can’t work. When can you start?” 

“Tomorrow, if you’ll vouch for me to 
the mechanic.” 

Thus began my fateful year in Elko, a 
town whose landscape was brilliantly 
described by my friend Lisa Casper as 
“kitty litter dotted with sagebrush.”

I was the city/cop reporter. I think 
my favorite story was the one where 
this pair of hispanic guys tried to rob a 
bank. They didn’t have much of a plan. 
They managed to get up onto the roof 
and break in from above, one lowering 
the other to the floor. At which point, all 
the alarms sounded. I don’t know what 
the guy expected to find - a safe conve-
niently left open by a careless employee? 
Cash registers filled to the brim and eas-
ily pried open? 

The guy didn’t get too far with the 
robbery part. Heck, he couldn’t even get 
out of the building. You see, he managed 
to find an exit but he couldn’t open the 
door. Directions for opening the door 
(pushing a button at right to unlock) 
were in English and he didn’t read. 

But enough dumb criminal stories ... 
maybe I should get to the point.

I worked with a guy named Mike 
Antrobus. He actually found his job via a 
national classified and moved out from 
Baton Rouge, La. We would roadtrip 
out of town every chance we could. Our 
theme song: Bob Marley’s “Coming in 
From the Cold” rephrased as “Getting 
Out of Elko.” 

Within a few months, I had already 
decided that I would stay in Elko exactly 

one year. At one year, I would get 
accrued paid vacation and sick time, add 
that to whatever I had saved (and I saved 
a lot that year. I lived in a room upstairs 
at the Commercial Hotel and Casino for 
$150/month. No kitchen, but included 
maid service. The kitchen was down-
stairs. 99-cent casino breakfast. Who 
could beat that?) 

But Antrobus, in an act of utter insan-
ity, decided that he needed to treat him-
self. That he deserved a new truck - after 
all, the mines were booming at that time 
and every vehicle you saw was a Ford 
F350 with an extended cab. 

The truck cost almost as much as what 
Mike was making. At least a half-year’s 
salary. So what that truck bought Mike 
was an extra three years in Elko, Nev. 

That is what debt does to you. It plays 
your hand. The mistake is not in running 
out of money and perhaps taking a less-

than-ideal job in a less-than-ideal place. 
The mistake is in the compounding of 
that error by racking up debt obligations 
which are, in effect, imprisoning. 

And what I find particularly appalling 
is that we are visiting our sins upon our 
children, on a national, state, local and 
even personal level. 

As a comment posted to the New York 
Times story stated, “Convince them to 
go to college at ridiculously high costs, 
borrow the money at high interest rates, 
and then only have low-paying jobs 
available so they spend forever paying it 
off. Result? A wage slave.”

Is that what stops the next generation 
of small businessmen and women? High 
debt and little or no access to capital? 
You can overcome one of those (I had 
no capital), but I don’t see how you can 
overcome both. 

ESCORTING KIDS TO WAGE SLAVERY

I reprint this because I still 
feel just as strongly about 
the bait-and-switch we are 
perpetrating on young adults, 
who deserve better guidance 
and support from their elders. 
                              -Lunch

/from The Sheet April 23/
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Greg Young PHOTO: LUNCH

DEENA KASTOR (JAN. 15): Deena, 
who along with hubby Andrew calls 
Mammoth home, has run races in 
the most prestigious venues all over 
the world … London, New York … 
and in the most prestigious of races, 
namely the 2004 Olympic Marathon 
in Athens, Greece, where she won a 
Bronze Medal. She’s garnered many 
accolades, and has been an inspira-
tion to runners, both professional and 
amateur.

These days, however, she’s running a 
different kind of race … as a mom. In 
February, she and Andrew welcomed 
“runner in training” Piper, and soon 
after, Kastor went back to work, train-
ing for several major races, leading up 
to the Olympic Qualifiers in Texas in 
January 2012. -Geisel

SIERRA BOURNE (JAN. 22): Satur-
day morning, Jan. 8, Tuscon, Ariz. 
Outside a Safeway supermarket, U.S. 
Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords 

“Attorneys have just ruined California.”

                               - Former Mayor (and Attorney) Neil McCarroll 

They Said It:
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As Mike McKenna was fond 
of saying, ”the town (and 
he may as well have said 
the Sierra) has only one 
requirement to really be a 
true local - you’ve got to have 
a big heart. What follows are 
synopses of some of the 
personal profiles we ran this 
year. 

and her staff set up for Congress On 
Your Corner, one of a series of meet-
and-greet opportunities for Giffords 
to hear from her constituency. At 
about that same time, across town, at 
University of Arizona’s Medical Center, 
Mammoth native Sierra Bourne, who 
was doing her Emergency Room resi-
dency at the campus hospital, began 
the final day of her trauma surgery 
rotation as the on-call intern by seeing 
a bicycle accident victim.

10 a.m., local time. Shots ring out 
at the Safeway. Gunfire fells multiple 
victims; as many as 20 are hit. Univer-
sity Medical, Tuscon’s chief trauma 
center, will receive the majority of the 
seriously wounded shooting victims, 
including Giffords.

 The bicycle accident patient is 
moved to another part of the hospital 
as Bourne and her colleagues prep the 
ER to receive the victims. Would she 
relive that day over the same way if 
she had to? “Oh, sure. Absolutely. I had 

another shooting victim [unrelated to 
the Giffords incident] later that night. 
The world keeps going. Life goes on.”        
   -Geisel

MARCI RODRIGUEZ (MARCH 19): 
Disabled Sports Eastern Sierra and 
its executive director Kathy Copeland 
love success stories, such as Marci 
Rodriquez, 19, from South Dakota, a 
member of the Rosebud Sioux tribe.

On May 24, 2009, she was riding in 
a pickup truck with friends when they 
wrecked. Marci, who was not wear-
ing a seatbelt, was thrown from the 
vehicle and seriously injured. Para-
lyzed below the waist., she spent six 
weeks in a hospital. After that, she was 
on her own, sleeping late and watch-
ing TV. 

And she would likely still be in front 
of that TV if not for Mammoth Lakes 
resident Alan Jacoby, who works in the 
film industry as a Director of Photog-
raphy. He met Marci while working on 
”Social Injustice,” an HBO documen-
tary about the Rosebud Sioux reserva-
tion.

Jacoby met Marci and struck up a 
conversation with her mother, and by 
summer brought Marci to Mammoth, 
and a special consultation with no 
less than Dr. Mike Karch and Physical 
Therapist Bryan Dennison, who put 
her on a special regimen.

Marci, a former high school bas-

ketball star, not only has developed 
dreams (she wants to become a para-
lympian), but skills including apart-
ment living and shopping for herself.  
   –Lunch

GREG YOUNG (APRIL 16): Most folks 
know Greg Young in his capacity as a 
local thespian. But those who work at 
Mammoth Hospital know Young in a 
different capacity, that of Information 
Security Officer. 

Young has achieved some national 
notoriety for expertise in his field 
based upon recent security cases in 
Maryland and Massachusetts, which 
have cost hospitals millions of dol-
lars in fines. The hospitals in question 
were fined due to breaches regarding 
medical records. 

Young, who was prominently fea-
tured in the story which appeared at 
www.healthleadersmedia.com, said 
he initially just commented on the 
cases on a listserv of fellow profes-
sionals. 

His comments were seen by HCPro, 
a company which, “Provides informa-
tion to the healthcare compliance, 
regulation and management indus-
try.” 

An HCPro senior editor then wrote 
the story for HealthLeaders Media. 

Then, OCR (Office For Civil Rights), 
which is encompassed within the U.S. 
Dept. of Health and Human Services 
and is responsible for enforcement of 
HIPAA (Health Insurance Portability 
and Accountability Act), contacted 
Young about for an educational series 
it is producing. 

see PEOPLE, page 21



PEOPLE 
continued from page 20

What makes Young a compelling 
interview subject is his breadth of 
experience in his field. He is not only a 
retired police officer and detective (he 
might still be in law enforcement today 
if not for an injury sustained chasing 
a suspect over a fence), but also has 
worked as a security specialist in the 
aerospace industry. 

He was also an early convert to the 
Internet and was actually the first per-
son to offer web service in the Eastern 
Sierra, founding qnet in 1995. –Lunch

PAUL DOSTIE & BUSTER (May 7): It’s a 
Sunday, and Ida Zazzetti, the mother of 
United States Marine Joseph Zazzetti, 
arrives home from church and sits 
down at her desk to begin her weekly 
ritual of composing a letter to the 
U.S. government. In it she asks, as she 
always does, that the body of her boy 
be brought home. For nearly 70 years, 
families of Marines who perished dur-
ing the Battle of Tarawa in 1943 have 
clung to the motto that the U.S. “leaves 
no man behind.” Until now, however, 
Ida (who wrote every week until her 
death), and others like her have never 
seen those words put into action.

Paul Dostie told us about the intrica-
cies of his latest project. Last February, 
Dostie and his cadaver dog, Buster, 
joined a research team on a trip to 
Tarawa to search for the remains of 
U.S. Marines. –Kirkner

WILL WETZEL (Sept. 3): As unsexy and 
pesky as they may be, Will Wetzel loves 
flies. They are the main subjects of his 
research project, which he hopes will 
further the understanding of how ani-
mal populations change over time.

“I started with a bunch of projects, 
but this one was the most exciting,” 
Wetzel said with a grin, while gently 
trying to nudge one of the species onto 
his finger.

A graduate student at UC Davis, Wet-
zel has been conducting his research in 
Mammoth’s own backyard, at the Val-
entine Reserve. The flies, Eutreta diana, 
eat and are eaten in the complex circle 
of life that Wetzel has had his sights on 
for three years, and expects to closely 
monitor for at least three more.

The most specialized predators are 
parasitic wasps that also have oviposi-
tors that they use to drill into the galls 
and deposit eggs, Wetzel said. The wasp 
eggs get inside the fly larvae where they 
hatch, feed on the insides of the fly 
larvae, and then burst out of the baby 
flies when ready to fend for themselves, 
killing the fly larvae in the process. 
Think about that scene in the movie 
“Alien.” -Kirkner

LAVA GIRLS (Sept. 17): It’s been 11 
years since Sara and Erynn Lavagnino, 
aka the Lava Girls said farewell to their 
Eastern Sierra home, and headed east 
to Tennessee, in hopes of making it big 
in country music. The identical twin 
sisters, who were born in Bishop, and 
raised in Tom’s Place and Mammoth 
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Lakes, agreed it seems like yesterday 
that they staged their farewell show, 
which helped pay their way out of 
town. 

On many a Friday night, you’ll find 
the Lava Girls honing their craft and 
trying out new material to their grow-
ing following at the Hotel Indigo in 
Nashville. The Girls have been in 
Mammoth for the odd one-off gig [they 
appeared at Rafters earlier this year], 
but getting home even for family visits 
is tough. Not surprising … being a Lava 
Girl means recording, touring, working 
your day job, more recording, travel … 
you get the idea. Today, Sara works in 
sales, while Erynn is a medical assistant 
for a pediatrician.

The twins have nearly finished re-
cording songs for a new album, which 
will include one of the most emo-
tional songs the girls have ever written, 
“Timmy’s Song,” a tribute to Sara’s late 
fiancé, Tim George, who passed away 
this past April following a battle with 
cancer. –Geisel

REBECCA GARRETT (Oct. 15): Rebecca 
Garrett doesn’t follow the National 
Football League. Ask her and she’ll 
probably tell you she can’t tell one team 
from another. But, as fate would have 
it, the two do have something in com-
mon. This year, the National Football 
League rolled out its annual pink-
trimmed player and fan gear to pro-
mote Breast Cancer Awareness Month, 
which celebrates its 25th anniversary 
this October. The NFL’s slogan this year: 
“A Crucial Catch.” 

Garrett is someone who knows all 
about crucial catches, and her aware-
ness of breast cancer dates back long 
before this October. Garrett, it turns 
out, had a run-in with the disease once 
before several years ago. The disease 
also claimed the life of her 45-year-old 
mom when Rebecca was a young girl. 

And in January of last year, breast 
cancer came back at Rebecca for a 
second go. But she turned tables on the 
disease, which has been beaten back, 
and attributes her success to aggres-
sive action. “Eat well, exercise. Women 

are almost ashamed. They think, 
‘What did I do to deserve this?’ That’s 
so counterproductive. Get in front of 
it, demystify it … get vocal about it!” 
Garrett observed that it comes down 
to attitude. “Defeat is not an option. I 
went on Facebook and said, ‘I’ve been 
diagnosed with breast cancer, and I’m 
going to kick this thing’s ass!” -Geisel

DEE DIGIOIA (Oct. 29): Her last name 
translates to “joy” in Italian, but 
Mammoth Elementary School Speech 
Language Therapist Dee DiGioia’s anti-
bullying campaign is built in large mea-
sure on the concept of “peace.” 

In October she held the very first Car-
ing and Courageous Kids assemblies 
to raise awareness on bullying. During 
the assembly, DiGioia introduced “the 
Peace Promise,” a school-wide com-
mitment to standing up to bullying. 
She also debuted a new music video of 
a song she wrote, “Peace For You And 
Me,” an original song that she co-wrote 
with Bishop songwriter Grant Bentley 
and which stars some of her students.

She also tapped into her artistic in-
clinations as a thespian to write a play, 
“Which Team Will You Choose?,” which 
was debuted in October 2010. “I used to 
be shy and introverted, but I found that 
acting lets me be someone else, and 
stand up for myself in public. I’ve used 
these techniques with dozens of kids 
and they really work!” -Geisel

RYAN WOOD (Dec. 17): For Ryan Wood, 
2011 is going to be a tough year to 
beat. The 26-year-old product of the 
Mammoth school system was married, 
graduated law school and passed his 
bar exam, and returned to Mammoth 
to work at his father’s (Rick Wood) 
law firm. As far as both father and son 
know, Ryan is the first Mammoth kid to 
go away for school and come back to 
town specifically to practice law.

While he wasn’t born in Mammoth, 
Ryan moved here with his dad in 1990, 
halfway through his kindergarten year, 
so he experienced the full gamut of the 
local school system.  While he admit-
ted that the small system had a limited 
number of AP and Honors classes to of-
fer him once he got to the high school 
level, the now very composed adult 
pointed out that hard work pays off no 
matter where you are.

He’s fully aware that many products 
of Mammoth schools go away after 
high school graduation and return 
home before completing their under-
graduate work, but he doesn’t believe 
this is a Mammoth-specific issue.

“The big city kids were more shel-
tered than we were,” he said. “We got to 
do a lot more stuff on our own growing 
up because it is safer here.

“Plenty of people go away to school 
and don’t make it,” he added.

“Like every 18-year-old I couldn’t 
wait to get away from home to go to 
college,” he said. “But then you go away 
and grow up a little and you recog-
nize what a wonderful place this is. I 

love the environment; I love running 
into people I know at Vons; I love the 
90-second drive to work. This is very 
much where I want to be.” And after 
traveling to 40 some odd countries, he 
can say that with confidence. -Kirkner

KATHLEEN KNOX (Oct. 15): It all 
started innocently enough back in 
February 2008 … a fall on the slopes, a 
crick in the neck. “I thought I’d pinched 
a nerve,” said Sunny Slopes resident 
Kathleen Knox. Knox, a vivacious and 
apparently ageless forty-something 
(I’ve known her for 10 years and she 
doesn’t look a day older) was working 
at the time as a ski instructor at Mam-
moth Mountain.

She began to feel numbness in her 
fingers. Then the numbness began to 
creep up her arm. She told her super-
visor at the Mountain that something 
wasn’t right, particularly a blurriness, 
which developed in the vision in one 
eye. By March, local Neurologist Dr. 
Douglas Will had diagnosed Knox as 
having Multiple Sclerosis (MS). 

That was the end of her professional 
sports career, she joked, though she 
was cleared to ride her bike. In that 
spirit, she and several area locals com-
peted in this year’s MS Bay-to-Bay ride 
for Multiple Sclerosis in Orange County 
to raise awareness. The Ride covered 
150 miles, starting in Irvine and finish-
ing in Mission Bay. When this story first 
ran, the Mammoth Spinners — Sara 
Morra, Kathleen & Brian Knox, Rachel 
Georgeson, Jean Drummond and Don-
na Felix — had shattered their $5,000 
fundraising goal by almost $2,000.

There is no cure for Multiple Sclerosis 
at present. There are, however, three 
common MS drugs on the market that 
have shown varying degrees of success 
at blocking new “attacks.” In April 2008, 
Knox began using copaxone, which 
requires one daily injection. Knox said 
the drug is reputed to be 30% effective 
at blocking new attacks, but really, it’s 
anybody’s guess. 

Both Kathleen and her husband, 
Brian believe research is paying off and 
hope there will be a cure within 10 
years.                               -Lunch

PHOTO BY LUNCH

Knox (left) and the Mammoth Spinners

PHOTO: GARRETT

Garrett (right) and Pamela Stayden
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Board of Supervisors, who passed 
away in 2009.

Interim Town Manager MMMartinez 
announced that the Town is on the 
hook for $1.7 million in future insur-
ance premium obligations due the 
JPIA (Joint Powers Insurance Author-
ity), the total due by 2015.

Exploratory geothermal drilling on 
Alpine Circle by Mammoth View proj-
ect proponent Brittania Pacific goes 
past its completion date and angers 
residents that have been listening to 
drilling noise for months. 

Mammoth Lakes Planning Commis-
sion approved Terry Plum’s application 
for a tentative parcel map and use 
permit to subdivide a 4.39-acre parcel 
into four lots at the end of Tamarack 
Street.

Due to state budget issues, Mono 
Lake is placed on a state closure list 
with 69 other state parks. By the end of 
the year, however, the Mono Lake Tufa 
State Natural Reserve is removed from 
the list following an agreement with 
the Bodie Foundation to help manage 
the Reserve and raise funds through 
parking fees at the Old Marina site.

An outbreak of the equine herpes 
virus (EHV) has a significant impact 
on attendance at Mule Days.

HEADLINES
continued from page 6

“Alicubi huic equus fimus est a pony.”

                                       - Della Jenkins proverb, 
courtesy of Joe Walker 

They Said It:
JUNE

Jim Arkens, Interim CAO for Mono 
County is awarded the position per-
manently.

Mono County drops its Developer 
Impact Fees in an effort to stimulate 
construction.

Developer Dan O’Connell presents 
his preliminary plans for his proposed 
Mammoth Rock ‘N Bowl Center to the 
Mammoth Lakes Planning Commis-
sion. By August O’Connell is awarded 
a use permit.

As snow melts, waters rise and spots 
such as the Hayden Cabin in Mam-
moth are threatened by flooding.

JULY

Devils Postpile National Monument 
turns 100.

Miscommunication between the 
Forest Service’s reservation conces-
sionaire and campers leads to hun-
dreds of people being turned away 
from campgrounds in the Mammoth 
Lakes Basin when they arrive to find 
the spots still buried in snow.

Inaccurately drawn lines on proper-
ty maps in several Snowcreek subdivi-
sions show that all of a sudden proper-
ties are within flood zones and must 

purchase flood insurance. No one 
knows who provided the new maps. 
Homeowners have them re-evaluated.

AUGUST

A freak rainstorm on Mt. Whitney 
leaves many hikers stranded. Several 
Boy Scouts help at least one man sur-
vive throughout the night.

Budget issues begin for the Inyo 
Mono Area Agency on Aging because 
the two counties cannot agree on a 
split of the costs. IMAAA closes its 
doors by the end of the year.

Employees threaten a strike at Vons 
when contracts cannot be agreed 
upon. Ultimately the strike is avoided.

Dean Rosnau of June Lake shoots 
and kills a bear that he believes to be 
invading his home.

The Town reviews its Developer Im-
pact Fees to see if it should follow the 

County’s lead and reduce or eliminate 
fees for economic stimulus.

SEPTEMBER

Local non-profit, Friends of the Inyo 
turns 25.

Mammoth’s new courthouse opens 
its doors. Is immediately nicknamed 
the Titanic by employees due to the 
building’s shape.

Despite continued budget issues, 
the Town of Mammoth hires a Budget 
and Information Technology Manager 
at the cost of $90,000.

The Town of Mammoth begins to 
move forward with the Sprung Struc-
ture at the Mammoth Yosemite Airport 
despite the fact that it may be in viola-
tion of a judge’s injunction from sev-
eral years prior that does not allow any 
new permanent facilities to be built at 
the airport. A ribbon cutting ceremony 
for the structure is held at the end of 
the year.

Tim Alpers continues to be stuck 
between a rock and a hard spot. His 
fish hatchery at Conway Ranch is on 
hold in many ways while different 
governmental agencies jump through 
bureaucratic hoops. Mono County 
denies funding for a pipe that would 
keep Alpers’ trout from freezing in the 
upcoming winter months.

U.S. Snowboard Olympian and 
Crowley Lakes resident Tommy Cz-
eschin joins fellow snowboarder Andy 
Finch as a contestant on the Amazing 
Race television show. The two finish 
fourth. 

OCTOBER

Mammoth Mountain fires up talk 
of its land exchange once again. It has 
collected enough land to swap with 
the Forest Service to allow the land at 
Main Lodge to come into MMSA own-
ership. The Cunningham land parcel is 
part of the mix.

The recent implementation of the 
Inyo National Forest’s Travel Manage-
ment Decision (TMD), which was 
signed off on in 2009 by then INF 
Supervisor Jim Upchurch, draws criti-
cism from several forest road users 
who object to the massive amount 
of road closures put into effect. One 
by one hundreds of miles of trails 
suddenly turned up blocked off and       
barricaded.

see HEADLINES, page 24
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ALL THE LATEST BESTSELLERS, VINTAGE CLASSICS, E-BOOKS AND SOME GREAT DEALS ON 
PREVIOUSLY-OWNED BOOKS ARE AT THE BOOKY JOINT IN THE MINARET MALL, ALONG WITH THE 

COOLEST IN GAMES TOYS AND PUZZLES. CALL 760.934.5023. HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Across
1 Nat ives  of  the

land known as
Aotearoa

6 One with eyes for
a  cook?

10 Implied
15 Si lken

construct ion
18 Pasty
19 Share a  view
20 Spl i t
21 Plant’s  grain-

bear ing par t
22 Disl ike of  the

son of  Mary,
Queen of  Scots?

25 Pref ix  with bar
26 I t ’s  hard to

understand
27 Heavy metal

rock?
28 Springt ime

calendar  hunk
30 Suffragis t  Carr ie

Chapman ___
31 Catwalk no-

show?
33 March s is ters’

creator
37 Threatened

ferociously
39 Conservat ive
40 Take the plunge
41 Southwest

nat ives
42 “No introduct ion

needed” phrase
45 Soft-spoken

prayer  ending?
48 Build a

publ ishing
empire?

53 Mosaicis t ,  e .g .

54 Firs t  Arab
country to  have
sanct ions
imposed on i t  by
the Arab League

56 Poet  Pablo
57 Radioact ivi ty

uni t
59 Mag space sel ler,

e .g .
62 Golf  cup name
63 Not  just  my
66 Pract ical  joke

used on
squirrels?

70 Things may be
picked up with
this

71 Cohesion
74 Brown,  maybe
75 Highl ighter

colors ,  of ten
78 Cathol ic

univers i ty  in
Phi l ly

80 County on one
side of  the
Golden Gate
Bridge

83 Hauled,  in  a  way
87 What  sweaty

dancers  create  a t
an annual  awards
show?

90 Rush to  get  on
the t ra in?

92 Jewish mourning
period

93 Dwarf  with a
purple  hat

94 Arm part
95 Mein ___
98 Like some

cookware
101 “Lumber”

col lector  in  a
park

103 Where worms
don’t  las t  long?

106 I t ’s  found
between the
shoulders

108 Rubber  man?
109 Lunch ini ts .
110 “Consider  i t

done!”
115 Air  pump

set t ing:  Abbr.
116 What  black

holes  swal low to
bulk up?

119 “Horat io ,  thou
art  ___ as  just  a
man …”

120 “___ r ide”
121 10E and 40

long,  e .g .
122 Former Red Sox

star  Garciaparra
123 Lines  with

crossings:  Abbr.
124 Utopias
125 Mai  ___

(drinks)
126 Purchase that’s

canceled

Down
1 Fashion
2 “No guarantees”
3 “Yikes!”
4 Mil .  uni t  below a

divis ion
5 Give a  shot
6 A to Z,  e .g .
7  Universi ty  of  ___,

where Andrea
Bocel l i  earned a
law degree

8 I ta l ian ar t ic le
9 Engulfs
10 I t  may get  s tuck

in an eye
11 Small  bat ter ies
12 Deser t  and rain

forest
13 Mater ia l  in  old

mah-jongg sets
14 Common break

hour
15 Kook
16 Less  s t ressful

17 Bri t ’s
bumbershoot

19 Neglect
23 Trapped l ike ___
24 Shore bird
29 Some terra  cot ta
31 Precipi ta t ing
32 Drink for  a

toddler
33 Unwanted

swimming pool
bi t

34 What  rakes  may
do

35 Ti l t
36 Kind of  disc
38 Unident i f ied

people
41 Marx Brothers ,

e .g .
43 Yahoo!

al ternat ive
44 FEMA part :

Abbr.
46 The Tigers  of  the

N.C.A.A.
47 Tombstone f igure
48 2000 musical

with the song
“Every Story Is  a
Love Story”

49 Singer  Anthony
50 Bro
51 13th,  a t  t imes
52 40 mil l ion-

member org.
founded in  1958

55 Not  so prevalent
58 Cleanup org.
60 Gigayear
61 Fair ly
63 Unseat
64 “For  ___ us  a

chi ld  …”
65 Rembrandt  van

___
67 Shoe named for  a

cat
68 LAX data

69 Romance novel is t
Roberts

72 Geoffrey the
Giraffe’s  s tore

73 “I  suppose so”
76 Core
77 Paid sports

spectator
79 Ti t le  of

venerat ion
81 Just in  Bieber  and

others
82 Ponytai l  locale
84 Newsman Marvin

or  Bernard

85 Cube creator
Rubik

86 When Juno and
Gold Beach were
assaul ted

88 Think too much
of

89 “Look ___
hands!”

91 They’re  of ten
sold by the
dozen

93 One who works
with canines

95 Hold back

96 I t  gets  the lead
out

97 Prepares  a  bow,
with “up”

99 Monastery heads
100 Cast ing locale
101 Naked
102 Festoons
104 Wri ter  Zora ___

Hurston
105 Like much of

Fire  Is land’s
shore

107 Decides
110 Foe in  the f i rs t

Indiana Jones
f i lm

111 Unseat
112 Certain bean
113 Dutch cheese

town
114 Car  s t icker

le t ters
117 Coal  container
118 “Three Days of

the Condor” org.
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AGAIN? By Patrick Merrell / Edited by Will Shortz

For any three answers,
call from a touch-tone
phone: 1-900-285-5656,
$1.49 each minute; or,
with a credit card, 1-800-
814-5554.
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New Forest Predator: The Barricada

Carson & Colorado Railway begins 
restoration on Inyo County historical 
treasure, the “Slim Princess,” or Pacific 
Narrow Gauge Locomotive No. 18.

Jack Copeland resigns from South-
ern Mono Healthcare District’s Board 
of Directors due to a conflict of 
interest that arises when the hospital 
begins partnering with Mammoth 
Mountain (Copeland’s employer) on 
a marketing plan. By December the 
Board appoints Ed Forstenzer to fill 
the vacancy.

NOVEMBER

A decision handed down to Mam-
moth Mountain Ski Area (MMSA) 
from the U.S. Department of Labor 
promises to greatly alter the face of 
the Mountain this winter. MMSA’s 
H-2B Foreign Labor Certification, 
which allows the Mountain to employ 
non-student international workers, is 
been denied. At first MMSA plans to 
reapply for the certification and does 
submit paperwork, but by the end of 
the month, withdraws its application 
for this winter season.

Auberge assumes management at 
80|50 and Matt Toomey opens a res-
taurant inside the property.

Tallus, the luxury vacation home 
development (referred to in past 

HEADLINES
continued from page 22

“I do not imagine employees were overly enthusiastic.” 

                                       - Inyo County CAO Kevin Carunchio on 

the capping of employee health benefits

They Said It:
marketing as a Private Residence Club) 
located along the 10th fairway of Sierra 
Star Golf Course has been purchased 
by Chase Merritt, a privately-owned 
real estate investment firm located in 
Irvine and is expected to be completed 
with the original vision with Eric Fish-
burn at the helm. Tallus was foreclosed 
on in 2007.

Digital 395 is granted Mono, Inyo 
license agreements.

Lunch reports that Mammoth El-
ementary Schools high API (Academic 
Performance Index) scores may be due 

artificial inflation from the California 
Modified Assessment (CMA) rather 
than increased intelligence.

A huge windstorm wreaks havoc on 
the Eastern Sierra, toppling more than 
600 trees in the Mammoth Lakes Basin 
and even more in Reds Meadow.

MUSD’s Measure S passes with 74% 
of the vote.

DECEMBER

Fresh crab becomes available on 
Main Street, but crab shack owner 
John Hill only runs the operation 
for about two weeks before calling it 
quits, citing employee issues, low sales 
volume and stalled lease negotiations 
as reason.

Mammoth Mountain Ski Area and 
Mono County settle the lengthy appeal 
over the reappraisal of MMSA after its 
sale in 2005.

White Mountain Research Station in 

Bishop, a part of the UC system, said it 
would soon close for six months to “re-
organize.” Leslie Dawson, Education 
Coordinator for the Valentine Reser-
vein Mammoth said her understand-
ing of the situation is that WMRS staff 
has either been laid off, or is going to 
part time due to state budget cuts. The 
station will be closed for research and 
class use “until the reorganization is 
complete.”

The Village attempts to charge for 
parking but upset visitors and Village 
employees put a kibosh on the idea.

The Night of Lights provides a 
beautiful fireworks display, but a 
rowdy crowd sends the band for the 
evening running after only 30 minutes 
of entertainment. Crowd members 
throw snowballs and beer cans at the 
band, putting a bad taste in everyone’s 
mouth in what would have been an 
otherwise lovely evening.
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YEAR IN REVIEW

If you’re looking for love in all the wrong places, 
that means you’re probably reading The Sheet 
personals. Here’s a sampling of the year’s best. 

In search of ... at least one judge to agree with 
the Town of Mammoth Lakes. We’ll be happy 
to buy you off. On second thought, those are the 
type of ethics which got us into trouble in the 
first place. 

I saw you ... lost the door on your plane. 
Question: Which Councilmember was trying to 
jump out? Did he/she land on Bill Manning? 

In search of ... someone to spend January 
with. Or better yet, a way to spend some time 
with January Jones. 

In search of ... a Kiss My Black Pass sticker. 
Will kiss black ass to get it (in honor of Martin 
Luther King Day). Note: Will not kiss anything 
else. 

I saw you ... rated Mammoth as your “top 
escape” in Sunset Magazine. Hmm. Does it 
really take a Houdini to figure out how to put 
chains on a car? 

I saw you ... haven’t had sex in so long that 
you’re starting to look like a Smurf. I had no 
idea blue balls could spread.

I saw you ... are unveiling a big snowman 
tomorrow. Will it be built to proportion? 

In search of ... a big snowman, provided you 
don’t get too drunk and have a January thaw. 

I saw you ... are just learning the meaning of 
the word ‘no.’ If you’d married my wife, you’d 
have learned it a lot sooner.

I saw you ... ignore the lift attendant and still 
try to put your snowboard on the outside of the 
gondola. No surprise when you later told me 
you worked as a professional psychologist in 
L.A. 

I saw ... your shadow on Groundhog Day. 
Damn. Six more weeks of a bad relationship. 

I heard you ... are a fan of Law and Order. 
Does that mean you’ll make that donk-donk 
sound in the back of my cruiser? 

I saw you ... are getting record snow, which 
is only matched by the record whining. 

I saw you ... are getting record snow. I sup-
pose that means you’ll be getting Obamabucks 
for snowplows which won’t be used for another 
four decades. 

I saw you ... are getting record snow, but 
enough about that Charlie Sheen guy. 

I saw your ... psychic forecast that you’ll 
never have money problems in the future. Un-
fortunately, you can’t leverage that against your 
current bar tab.

I saw you ... want me and my best friend to 
come over for a threesome on Valentine’s Day. 
The only way you’re gonna get a threesome is 
if you buy two blow-up dolls.

In search of ... a Valentine’s sweetie who’s 
just like a Snickers bar - sweet as milk choco-
late and nutty enough to go out with me. 

I need to make ... a booty call. Too bad my 
cell service is provided by AT&T. 

I saw you ... are looking for a town manager. 
Why not hire the town slut? At least we’ll get 
some bang for our buck. 

I saw you ... want to format Council meetings 
to make them even longer. That’s fine, so long 
as the first two hours are at Base Camp and the 
beer is free. 

I saw you ... want to re-format Council meet-
ings. Take a tip from Hyde Lounge and require 
a two-bottle minimum. 

In search of ... a permanent town manager 
who’s as hot as the interim one. Question: Will 
Council initiate a swimsuit competition as part 
of the application process? 

I saw you ... are considered a budget-cutting 
whiz. Given what goes on around here, if you’re 
successful, that would make you the Whizard 
of Oz. 

In search of ... someone to manage my assets. 
Russian accent preferred. 

I saw you ... at the Rafters Mardi Gras party. 
You left me wanting MOrleans. 

I heard you ... are going to film an episode 
of the Burly Bear Whisperer during Elevation 

Week. Will this also air on Animal Planet? Or 
should we look for it instead on pay TV? 

I heard you ... received zero applicants for the 
Mobility Commission opening. Hmmm. Prob-
ably because there’s no market for a Mobility 
Commission vote. 

In search of ... someone who will approach 
Wolf and say, “I can’t believe you’re a published 
writer. I’m so much better than you.” Never 
mind. I can read those comments every week at 
thesheetnews.com

I saw you ... are acting in another play. I hope 
it’s not Dial M for Mediocre. 

I hope to see you ... at the Roxy Chicken Jam. 
To impress you with my enlightened worldview 
- as well as show you that I too can compete in 
events named after farm animals, I was hoping 
to show you some of my organic lambskin 
condoms. 

I saw you ... just received your 550th inch of 
the season. That’s a lot of Wild Wednesdays. 

I saw you ... were denied again in court. 
Perhaps you just have the wrong lawyer. Have 
you called Barry Zuckerkorn? Does Skip have a 
cousin named Vinny? 

I heard you ... don’t like your nickname. Well, 
maybe former Mayor Velveeta could lend you 
hers. That or we could come up with a new one. 
Maryanna ... Rivera. The Closer. 

I saw you ... wearing a Spirit Hood in the 
form of a Cleveland Browns hat, Shouldn’t that 
be called a Self Flagellation Hood? 

I hope to see you ... at the Bear Whisperer 
screening. I find your beard so sexy. Here’s my 
Q: Will you tap my A? 

I hope to see you ... at the Bear Whisperer. 
Afterwards, let’s get into the spirit of the show 
and raid Neil McCarroll’s kitchen!

In search of ... someone to tell me how to 
Dial M for Murder, as my Crackberry doesn’t 
indicate which number corresponds with M. 

I hope to see you ... at Early Ups, and I’m not 
talking about on the mountain. 

I will see you ... at the Afroman show. How 
could I not support Afroman’s career? How 
could I not support anyone who’s escaped 
Palmdale? 

I saw you ... got hired as the new Town 
Manager. Pretty amazing considering you didn’t 
possess two very key traits; 1.) Russian, 2.) Hot. 

I saw you ... have one of Major League Base-
ball’s highest payrolls and worst records. Gives 
me an idea. How about the Mammoth Red Sox?

I hope to see you ... at the pond skim. As an 
incentive, think of it as a crossword puzzle. If 
you get across to me, I’ll go down on you. 

I saw you ... didn’t get laid off like the rest 
of us. Makes me think of that old saying, “All 
for one, and one for all.” Have we all told you 
how awesome we think you are? You’re the best 
roommate ever. Nothing could ever split us apart 
- that is, if you cover the rent next month. 

I heard you ... will do anything for food. 
Well then, why don’t we become partners and 
go into business together? I’ve got a great idea. 
It would only require a few hours of your time 
every week, and you’d get to work with animals. 
Specifically, my pet donkey. 

I saw you ... at the pond skim. Tighty whities 
and 34-degree water - not a good combination. 

I saw you ... found a way to turn a $2.3 mil-
lion budget surplus into a budget deficit. You 
know what this reminds me of. Another great 

magician - Will Arnett’s character Gob from 
Arrested Development. 

I saw you ... issued a press release announc-
ing that you’re in settlement negotiations. Let’s 
see ... you owe $40 million and zoned your only 
appreciable asset open space. Doesn’t sound like 
a choice between left testicle and right testicle. 
Sounds like they’re both in play. 

In search of ... a date for Cinco de Mayo. 
Prefer someone with the name Margarita so no 
matter what I ask for, I’ll get what I want. 

I saw you ... finally released your birth 
certificate. I hope this inspires Donald Trump’s 
hairpiece to do the same.

I heard you ... are getting up early to watch 
the Royal wedding. If I get up for it too, will 
you polish my crown?

I saw you ... at Jell-O wrestling last Saturday 
night at Whiskey. It was kind of fitting to see 
you in radioactive-colored Jell-O. Reminded me 
of why I chose to stay away from you in the first 
place. Ed. note: This personal in no way relates 
to the photograph below. 

I heard you ... can’t get any peace and quiet. 
If it’s a choice between geothermal drilling and 
listening to my wife, I say “Drill baby, drill!” 

I saw you ... are doing some spring cleaning. 
Any chance you’ll toss your girlfriend?

I saw you ... are having a yard sale. Will this 
be at your house or off Chair 23? 

I saw you ... recently held a blood drive. You 
should’ve asked my ex to volunteer. She really 
knows how to bleed people. 

I heard you ... said that you had an extramari-
tal affair, but rationalized it by saying that you 

did it for your country. Newt for President!!
I saw you ... at the Choo Choo Swap Meet.  I 

had no idea you had so much junk in the trunk. 
Next time, wear a muumuu.

I saw you ... at Wednesday’s Council meeting. 
How many people does it take to screw in a light 
bulb at the Fifty Center offices? Six, apparently. 

I saw you ... were up in Mammoth recently 
for an after school all-stars event at MMSA. 
Question: How many of the kids were yours? 

In search of ... $2 million to balance the town 
budget. Anyone willing to get knocked up by 
Arnold? The paternity payments oughta cover it. 

I hope you’ll ... come over to watch the Indy 
500 with me. If you’ll be my Danica Patrick, I’ll 
give you pole position on the couch. 

I saw you ... have an obsession with paint 
color. Suggestion: Stop looking at it and start 
sniffing it. Might help.

In search of ... a pair of floaties. All the stores 
are sold out and Bill Manning seems to be wear-
ing every pair in town!

In search of ... ways to save the Town money. 
Hey, here’s one. Instead of wasting all sorts of 
money on sprinkler systems for the Main Street 
landscaping, let’s just buy an industrial-sized 
tub of Grecian Formula. 

I heard you ... may not fund the fireworks for 
2012. No worries. Let’s buy a used Jumbotron 
instead and we’ll broadcast a live shot of Bill 
Manning’s fax machine. 

I saw you ... fired your editor and hired 
your wife. Sounds like you’re more interested 
in pitching a reality TV series than running a 
newspaper

I saw you ... got acquitted of murder in 
Florida. Hmm. I wonder if we can import that 
jury and try the airport case all over again. 

I saw you ... are creating a Master Plan Plan-
ning Document. First suggestion: Shorten the 
title to Master Planning Document and you can 
save on ink.

I heard you ... are offering top-to-bottom 
biking. What, is it Elevation weekend again 
already? 

I saw you ... are out on disability. What came 
first, the disability or your new boss? 

I hope to see you ... at Mammoth Rocks. 
I’m especially looking forward to that Beatles 
tribute band. Afterwards, why don’t we do it in 
Minaret Road? 

If life is ... a fantasy football roster, how come 
Mammoth’s team is overloaded with too many 
wide receivers and not enough tight ends? 

I heard you ... blamed me for the end of Wen-
dy Sugimura’s political career. Hmm. Sounds 
like performance-based bullshit to me. 

I saw you ... will be competing in the Amaz-
ing Race. What, you didn’t want to compete in 
our local version, aka The Amazing Race to the 
Bottom? 

In search of ... a job for this winter that pays 
really well and gives me powder days off. Did I 
mention I just moved here? 

I heard you ... were thinking about dressing 
up as an Occupy Wall Street protester for Hal-
loween. Why not ditch the social consciousness 
and occupy my underpants instead? 

I saw you ... are opposed to Measure S. It’s 
one thing to stand by your principles - but 
heaven help you if you’re stuck hiring people 
down the road who can’t add. 

I heard you ... are willing to bankroll an 
Occupy Mammoth movement. Before I com-
mit, two questions: 1.) Will we get fed? Can 
you email a menu? 2.) Will sleeping bags be 
provided? 

I saw you ... bombing down Main Street the 
other day not wearing a helmet. Considering 
how you drive, perhaps you should think about 
one. 

I heard you ... are not so popular with your 
employees these days. Maybe your sense of hu-
mor should be subject to a zoning code update. 

I saw you ... at Shogun last week for Senior 
Dinners. Wow, you looked great. Is it creepy to 
associate your luscious lips with fresh hamachi? 

I hope to see you ... at Monday’s pub crawl. 
If you’re unsure about a costume, let me suggest 
a New Orleans-based theme. After all, a few 
drinks and you turn into the Big Easy. 

I heard you ... were calling other people ter-
rorists. The irony! You know what the definition 
of terror is? Spending two weeks of one’s life on 
a jury trial listening to you. 

I saw you ... on opening day. It made me want 
to rip out those damn radio frequency scanners 
and volunteer my services to the mountain as a 
TSA screener. 

I saw you ... dressed up as a bad bear for 
Halloween. You don’t need Steve Searles for 
company. What you need is a Bad News Bear 
like me! Meet me at the Side Door and let’s go 
dumpster dive together.

I hope to see you ... in the Village when Santa 
makes his first appearance in Mammoth the day 
after Thanksgiving. Do you think this is the year 
he’ll finally bring a parking garage? 

I hope to see you ... on Turkey Day. Frankly, 
I don’t care about the bird part - let’s just start 
with the bourbon. 

I hope to see you ... at a Twilight screening. 
But I must warn you, if we get popcorn, you 
might as well just subtitle the picture Breaking 
Wind. 

I hope to see you ... at a Twilight screening. 
Instead of joining Team Edward or Team Jacob, 
why don’t we form a new team? Team Under-
pants!!

In search of ... a new girlfriend, but the winter 
tends to throw me off. All that clothing obscures 
the product. When’s the next lingerie event at 
Lakanuki?

I hear you ... are still having a Herman Cain 
issue. Hmm. Maybe we should contemplate a 
Red Light District Plan. 
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By Wolf

What should the Town do now that it lost the airport litigation appeal and owes $40M
SHEET SURVEY

“Reevaluate the staff. There’s people that work 
for the Town that make way too much money.” 
                                          - Chris Allen 

“ I would work as hard as I could to pay it off. 
I definitely wouldn’t ask for any loans.” 
                                          - Gloria Toledo

“I’d say run to the hills, but we’re already 
there.” 
                                       - Jen Wenieger 

“Open a Town-owned pot dispensary, or get an 
NFL team. It wouldn’t hurt. Green Bay did it.”
                                       - Nathan Wray 

“I figured they had planned for this and had 
put that money away. At this point tax mari-
juana, it’s a start.”          - Sam Mata

“Set up a lemonade stand down by the 203 exit 
ramp.”
                                          - Taylor Strawn

“I’d get a slice of that Obama cake. Get that 
bailout money, everyone else did.”
                                - Trevor Stevenson 

“ I would just settle with Hot Creek. I would 
not file bankruptcy.” 
                                          - Shannon Freeman

/from The Sheet January 22/
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By Allen Best

Banff highway closes for animals

BANFF, Alberta – Beginning next March, 
Banff National Park will close a highway 
for four months each spring to allow 
grizzly bears, wolves, and elk the free-
dom to move about and feed without 
danger of being hit by cars and trucks.

The highway, called the Bow Valley 
Parkway, is adjacent to the TransCanada 
Highway. The latter highway, however, 
is lined by fences and perforated by 
overpasses and underpasses that allow 
animals to move about with less danger 
of getting smacked.

The closure affects only 17 kilometers 
of the highway, with little impact to most 
businesses, reports the Rocky Mountain 
Outlook.

WildCanada Conservation Alliance 
saw the announcement as a refresh-
ing change. “Given the current trend of 
Parks Canada, not only catering to, but 
enabling corporate tourism, this is a very 
good sign,” said Jim Pissot, the group’s 
executive director. 

Big ski areas boost walk-up lift tix

ASPEN, Colo. – The major destination ski 
resorts boosted their prices considerably 
this week for walk-up lift tickets.

Vail and Beaver Creek still lead the 
pack, but they’re now at $116, up from 
$105 last year. Breckenridge is at $111, 
and the four ski areas at Aspen-Snow-
mass are at $108. Whistler/Blackcomb is 
at $107. Deer Valley went to $100. Key-
stone and Steamboat are both $99.

Asked by The Aspen Times how the 
company. justified the increase, given 
that skier days last year rose only 2 per-
cent, Aspen Skiing Co. spokesman Jeff 
Hanle cited the cost of doing business.

Jackson talks about packing ‘em in

JACKSON, Wyo. – Ski towns keep having 
the same argument over and over again. 

In Aspen, it’s about traffic flow into the 
town. In Ketchum and Sun Valley it’s 
about the airport. In Vail, proposals for 
a conference center predictably pop up 
every 10 years or so. And in Jackson, the 
recurring story of the last decade has 
been about whether to increase density 
within the town.

The basic problem in Jackson Hole, 
the valley where the town is located, 
is that so little land   — just 3% — is in 
private hands. And, for obvious reasons, 
people want to live in the valley.

This has led to bruising fights about 
development proposals in remaining 
ranch lands outside of Jackson. Some 
development has occurred, but to retain 
those pastoral lands, more popula-
tion growth and development must be 
retained within Jackson, the valley’s only 
municipality, say officials. 

Greater density will also make it easier 
to provide public transportation. And 
finally, they say the in-fill development is 
needed if Teton County hopes to achieve 
its goal of housing at least 65 percent of 
its work force locally.

The newest comprehensive plan 
for Jackson and Teton County calls for 
mixed-used two- and three-story build-
ings along Broadway, the main road 
through the town. Currently, it’s a typical 
sign-infested commercial strip, friendly 
to cars but not to pedestrians. The plan 
also targets other portions of the town 
for increased density, reports the Jackson 
Hole News & Guide.

Numbers paint this vision: they want 
60 percent of new units located within 
existing developed areas, and 35 percent 
fewer units in rural areas than is now au-
thorized under existing zoning. In both 
cases, they see a cap of 6,700 new units.

The Jackson Hole Conservation Al-
liance remains dubious. Members say 
that similar to other proposals in the 
past, the new plan only addresses in-
creased density in Jackson, not how or if 
it will be denied.

Steamboat 2011 foreclosures flat

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS, Colo. – The 
number of foreclosures in Routt County 
this year appeared poised to exceed 
the total of last year, but only slightly, 
reports Steamboat Today.

Bank-owned properties are only 
4.5 percent of the total listings on the 
Multiple Listing Service. Doug Labor, 
a real estate agent, tells the Today that 
although the bank-owned listings are 
a small fraction of the total, they com-
mand a disproportionate share of sales.

Tahoe resort closer to expansion

LAKE TAHOE, Calif. – Homewood 
Mountain Resort has been given a key 
approval by planning officials for a $500 
million upgrade of the ski area and base 
village located on the western shore of 
Lake Tahoe.

The construction approved includes 
a 75-room high-end hotel, plus 250 
housing units in various configurations. 
Construction is expected to start in 2014 
but take 10 years to complete, reports 
the Sierra Sun.

Echoing comments from earlier hear-
ings, a majority of speakers at the nine-
hour meeting supported the develop-
ment, but about a third objected to the 
plans as too much.

Debating housing requirements

CRESTED BUTTE, Colo. – With a soft real 
estate market and the tourism industry 
in Crested Butte not completely hale and 
hearty, locals are having a heart-and-
soul discussion about what developers 
should be expected to do to help deliver 
affordable housing in conjunction with 
their new projects.

The Crested Butte News says the com-
munity has a variety of development 
projects planned, from a restaurant 
expansion to a new arts center. But the 

restaurateur in this case says that the 
proposed regulations now being re-
viewed would cost him $90,000, com-
pared to the old fee of $5,000. That alone 
will cause him to phase out of Crested 
Butte, said Peter Maxwell.

Supporter Alan Berholtz, a former 
mayor, pointed out that during the real 
estate boom, “we were trying to play 
catch-up.” While the current proposal 
sounds steep, “Put something in place 
so that when the economy starts moving 
again we’ll have something in place to 
help the community.”

Melanie Rees, an affordable housing 
consultant for 20 years, and also a local 
resident, suggested the current proposal 
has various opportunities for developers 
to meet thier obligations. What matters 
is whether it is perceived as fair.

John Hess, the town’s planning direc-
tor, says the housing requirements could 
be met in several ways: by building 
deed-restricted units; deed-restricting 
existing units; providing land for hous-
ing; or building units off site.

Warmer temps make climbs tough

Warming global temperatures are mak-
ing many mountains more difficult to 
climb. Climbers and scientists tell the 
New York Times that receding ice and 
snow leave unstable rocks, making foot-
ing treacherous and rockfalls more com-
mon. Among regions that climbers are 
especially worried about are the Alps, 
the Canadian Rockies, and the Peruvian 
mountains, as well as many Himalayan 
areas.

Telluride-based physician Peter 
Hackett, a climber himself, explains 
that warmer temperatures creation a 
slight increase in barometric pressure, 
and hence oxygen. “At extreme altitude, 
the increasing temperature is making 
Everest a tiny bit easier to climb,” says 
Hackett, an expert in the human physi-
ological response to thin air.
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Jobs Free to Applicants
General Laborers; Housekeepers;   
Receptionist; Data Entry Clerks 

& All Construction Trades
Current Job List Online:

 www.SierraEmployment.com
760.924.0523 or 760.873.8599

Marketing Administrator sought. Con-
vict Lake Resort is interviewing candidates 
for a year-round position in their corporate 
offices. Duties will include website main-
tenance, social networking, data man-
agement, correspondence, reservations, 
guest services, cabin inventory and office 
admin. Computer skills req’d. Competi-
tive salary and benefits. Pls. fax resume to 
760.872.3523 or email it to accounting@
convictlake.com.

Smokeyard is now hiring all positions. 
Must be a hard worker and a team player. 
Please email resume to alon@smokeyard.
com or come by and fill out an application.

Mammoth Community Water District 
Career Opportunity - HR Manager-$7,195 
to $9,062 per month
HR Manager Position - HR Manager is 
responsible for all aspects of planning, 
coordinating, directing and supervising the 
HR functions, and activities of the District 
including recruitment, coordinating train-
ing, administering benefits programs, labor 
relations, personnel relations developing 
and implementing policies and proce-
dures, maintaining salary schedules. The 
HR manager is a member of the manage-
ment team which operates in a collabora-
tive environment to accomplish the goals 
of the district.
Application and Selection Process - To 
be considered for this opportunity, please 
submit a complete application package 
including cover letter, resume (with salary 
history), a completed MCWD job applica-
tion, and four work-related references by 
4:30pm Friday Jan 20, 2012.  Application 
packages may be submitted in person or 
by mail to Mammoth Community Water 
District P.O. Box 597 Mammoth Lakes, 
CA 93546. Selected candidates may be 
interviewed by phone or in person. A com-
prehensive pre-employment background 
check will be required of the final selected 
candidate.

Verizon Wireless is looking for one 
part-time sales associate and one full-time 
bilingual sales associate. Apply in store, no 
calls please.

Just Reduced! Industrial Park, 312A 
Commerce Dr., 1975 sq. ft. (1st floor 
1,275 sq. ft. + loft of 700 sq. ft.) Small of-
fice, roll up door, heater, bathroom. 1 
Yr. lease. $1,100/Mo. Includes trash. Call 

Help Wanted
760.934.3855.

3 BDR/3 BA, partially furnished, nearly 
new June Lake house. Large 2-car garage, 
Pets neg, N/S, 1 yr. lease preferred, $2,200/
Mo., security deposit negotiable for strong 
applicant. info@JuneLakeAccommodations.
com, 760.648.1919. 

Space For Rent: Commercial, Retail, 
Industrial or Warehouse Space for Rent 
in Downtown Bishop. 1,100 to 5,200 SF 
available one block east of Main Street in 
the center of town. Part of space is newly 
remodeled and includes office space. 
760.873.4698 – ask for Jerry or Randy.

Cozy Mountain Cabins & Lodges. 
Weekend Warriors Wanted! Have a season 
pass and looking for affordable accom-
modations? Convict Lake Resort 30 Day 
Season Lodging Pass. Starting at $1,500, call 
760.934.3800.

Furnished Sunrise Condo, 1 BDR /1 BA, 
upgraded interior, Snowcreek meadow area. 
N/S, N/P,  $1,295/Mo. + sec. 760.934.9992.

Massage Studio for Rent - Looking 
for right person to share massage room 
2 - 3 days per week.  Centrally located in 
Mammoth, big room, private bathroom, 
and greeting room, washer/dryer.  Will share 
with a therapist, aesthetician or ???  Open to 
ideas.  Inquire at 760.709.1556.

Room for Rent on Manzanita, great loca-
tion, it’s a 3 BDR/ 2 BA, carpeted room, very 
new & clean $600/month + utilities, 2-car 
garage, W/D, dishwasher gets good sunlight 
call 760.709.1411 for details.

$500 reward for information and the 
return of a  Red Honda 9HP Snow Blower 
Serial #SZAS-1140681  in the same condition 
when stolen from my home on Davison Rd. 
Mammoth Lakes. Please call 949.422.2428.

Trade guest room in Tahoe for same in 
Mammoth – I am looking for someone who 
may have a spare bedroom to trade with 
me for perhaps 15 to 20 days over the ski 
season. I have a nice modern 4 bedroom 
home in Tahoe City, 15 min from Squaw and 
Alpine and offer a guest room with private 
bath for same in Mammoth on occasional 
use. Email Gary at gary.davis@garydavis-
group.com.

Quality roof repair, call Mark @ 
760.914.1603.

For housepainting, call Ricky Barrett 
@760.914.3875. 

I hope to see you .... on New Year’s Eve at 
the Ice Rink Skate Party. Boy I’d love to grease 
your triple axel. 

I heard you ... saw Sasquatch. May I recom-
mend a wax for your girlfriend. 

I heard you ... landed a part in the Mam-
moth Follies. Wait a second, I thought the 
Council election was in June. 

In search of ... a New Year’s Eve with regular 
prices, good food and no cover charge? Try 
Shogun. 

I saw ... your foot in Vons. As it was step-
ping over me. As I was being trampled. 
There’s friendship - and then there’s a better 
place in line. 

I heard you ... making Doomsday predic-
tions about the economy come January. Big 
deal. My girlfriend’s doomsday predictions 
about my sex life are more serious. 

For Trade

PERSONALS

Reward

For Rent

For Hire

PUBLIC NOTICES
Order To Show Cause For 

Change of Name

Present Name:
Robert Aaron Frankel

Proposed Name:
Robert Aaron Nalumaluhia

Petitioner: 
Robert Aaron Frankel
67 White Mountain Road
Chalfant Valley, CA 93514 

Notice of Hearing:
January 26, 2012, 9:30 a.m.
Superior Court of California, County of MONO

This statement was filed with the 
Superior Court of California, County of Mono on 
December 20, 2011.          
Case Number CV110139
2011-0267 (12/24, 12/31, 1/7, 1/14)

Order To Show Cause For 
Change of Name

Present Name:
Kimberly Ann Tabit

Proposed Name:
Kymberlee Ann Nalumaluhia

Petitioner: 
Kimberly Ann Tabit
67 White Mountain Road
Chalfant Valley, CA 93514 

Notice of Hearing:
January 26, 2012, 9:30 a.m.
Superior Court of California, County of MONO

This statement was filed with the 
Superior Court of California, County of Mono on 
December 20, 2011.          
Case Number CV110139
2011-0268 (12/24, 12/31, 1/7, 1/14)

For Rent



HORRORSCOPES
By Clouds McCloud
Capricorn: This next year prom-
ises to be a very special one. Some 
say the world is coming to end on 
12-21-12, when the Mayan calendar 
runs out. Others point out that the 
Mayans couldn’t defeat the Span-
ish — and they weren’t even playing 
soccer! Believe what you will, but 
don’t get any yellow cards this year 
and be prepared to take your shirt 
off and wave it over your head in 
celebration.
Aquarius: If you folks have a flaw, 
it’s that you like to slam doors shut 
on too many people and places in 
your life. This would be the perfect 
year to work on this, for any good 
work will be rewarded. Plus, if you’re 
always slamming doors, it starts to 
lose its dramatic effect and people 
just think you’re some kind of drama 
king/queen. Therefore, your goal for 

the New Year is to make your slam-
ming mean something!
Pisces: Since Pisces tend to be in 
tune with the psychic realms of life, 
2012 promises to be an interesting 
year. There’s bound to be a lot of 
confusion, some generally unwar-
ranted fear and a good dose of hope 
— making the “Melting Pot” more 
like a “Brew Kettle.” To make sure 
you don’t get heartburn, mix in some 
light beer on occasion. And remem-
ber, it’s only life.
Aries: 2012 promises to be a year 
full of birth and rebirth. This doesn’t 
necessarily mean you’re going to 
GIVE birth — especially if you’re 
male. It does mean, however, that 
this would be the perfect time to give 
birth to a dream you’ve long har-
bored. Just be patient, as newborns 
tend to sleep erratically and poop 
themselves.
Taurus: According to Hindu cal-
endars, 2012 is the year Krishna’s 
“Golden Age” will begin. This doesn’t 
mean that we’ll be running around 
in creamsicle-colored robes chant-
ing “Krishna, Krishna.” It DOES 
mean that we should all spend more 
time wearing nothing but robes and 
working on our spirituality, even 

if we have to do so while smoking 
American Spirits.
Gemini: By the end of 2012, the 
Earth will cross what’s known as the 
“Galactic Center.” It’s supposed to 
be some big deal, probably about as 
big as it is for most Geminis to find 
balance in life. To help, try listening 
to Galactic Funk or watching reruns 
of Battlestar Galactica or just accept 
the fact that you can be sometimes 
classified as the the non-humanoid 
part of the Galactic Federation. 
Cancer: In Chinese lore, 2012 will 
be the year of the Water Dragon. This 
means it should be easier for us to 
understand what it’s like to walk a 
mile in someone else’s shoes. It also 
means people won’t feel like they 
have to be “right” all the time. This 
is good news for most Cancerians, 
since they usually think they’re right 
about everything, including where 
Clouds should shove this Horror-
scope.
Leo: Mythical scholar Terence McK-
enna predicted that the year 2012 
would offer a huge change in the 
world. While some say he was just 
high — literally — others argue he 
was really onto something when he 
said we’re destined for a “collective 
transformation” that is “nearly com-
pletely unimaginable.” Therefore, ac-
cept that some of your best thoughts 
come when you’re high — at least on 
life — and get stoked for something 
completely unimaginable!
Virgo: Members of this sign are typi-

cally perfectionists to a fault. And 
since some folks say fault lines are 
going to rattled a little harder in 2012 
it may behoove you to try to loosen 
up and enjoy life more this year. 
After all, sometimes almost good 
enough is really absolutely perfect. 
That’s why Clouds says everybody 
looks good naked, from at least a few 
angles, anyway! 
Libra: Some people maintain that 
the world will end in 2012 because 
the Mayan calendar said so. Unfor-
tunately, these people never talked 
to any of the roughly 7 million living 
Mayans. So expect this to be a year 
of wonder and never forget that you 
get what you give — and maybe it’s 
about time you started getting some 
more.
Scorpio: Is 2012 the end or just the 
beginning? Since Scorpios like “al-
ternative” thinkers, such as Dionne 
Warwick, Anthony Robbins and Nos-
tradamus, you folks should really en-
joy all the psychic and spiritual stuff 
going on this year. To help, lead with 
your heart and heed these words 
from Anthony Robbins: “If you do 
what you’ve always done, you’ll get 
what you’ve always gotten.”
Sagittarius: In the final episode of 
the hit TV show “The X Files,” it was 
predicted that in the year 2012 aliens 
would invade Earth. If they do, here’s 
hoping they bring beer. To help, 
work on not treating the people in 
your life as though they’re aliens.
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Notice of Public Hearing

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

RAMAC Investments, Inc
309 Tamarack Street 

Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

RAMAC Investments, Inc CA
PO Box 8291
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a corporation.

Registrant has not yet begun to transact 
business under the fictitious name or names 
listed herein.

This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on December 14, 
2011.          
File Number 11-186
2011-0261 (12/24, 12/31, 1/7, 1/14)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Berkeley Art and Design
1839 Old Mammoth Road, Studio #7

Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

Meghan Berkeley Augustine
PO Box 1113
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by an individual.

The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious name or names 
listed above on December 16, 2011.

This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on December 16, 
2011.          
File Number 11-192
2011-0262 (12/24, 12/31, 1/7, 1/14)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Soul Graze
1839 Old Mammoth Road, #1
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

Jenna Lorene Bowersox
PO Box 9145
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by an individual.

Registrant has not yet begun to transact 
business under the fictitious name or names 
listed herein.

This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on November 14, 
2011.          
File Number 11-187
2011-0254 (12/10, 12/17, 12/24, 12/31)

Notice of Intent to Adopt
TO:   Agencies, Organizations, and Interested 
Parties

SUBJECT:  Notice of Intent to Adopt the Draft 
Waterford Avenue Bridges and Multi-Use 
Path Project Initial Study/Mitigated Negative 
Declaration

This serves as the Town of Mammoth Lakes 
(Town) Notice of Intent to adopt an Initial 
Study/ Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) 
for the Waterford Avenue Bridges and Multi-
Use Path Project, prepared in accordance 
with the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA), State CEQA Guidelines and local 
implementation procedures.

PROJECT TITLE:  Waterford Avenue Bridges 
and Multi-Use Path Project

PROJECT LOCATION:  Town of Mammoth 
Lakes, California.  The project includes trail 
improvements along Waterford Avenue be-
tween Old Mammoth Road and the existing 
Main Path, located on the northern side of 
Mammoth Creek.  Two bridge crossings across 
Mammoth Creek would be included as part of 
the trail improvements.  No improvements are 
proposed along North Waterford Avenue.    

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  The Town is pro-
posing to construct a new segment of the Main 
Path envisioned in the Town’s adopted Trails 
System Plan and General Bikeway Plan.  The 
new trail segment would close an existing gap 
in the Main Path from Old Mammoth Road 
along Waterford Avenue to a segment of the 
existing Main Path north of Mammoth Creek 
near North Waterford Avenue.  The new trail 
segment would require construction of two 
bridge crossings over Mammoth Creek at the 
northern terminus of Waterford Avenue.  The 
proposed paved multi-use path (MUP) would 
support pedestrian and bicycle use and could 
be groomed during winter conditions for 
cross-country skiing use. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Town 
of Mammoth Lakes proposes to adopt an IS/
MND and Response to Comments and MMRP 
for the above-cited project.  The MND is based 
on the finding that, by implementing the iden-
tified mitigation measures, the project’s poten-
tial significant adverse impacts will be reduced 
to a less than significant level.  The reasons to 
support such a finding are documented in the 
IS/MND prepared by the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes and supporting materials, available for 
review at the Town of Mammoth Lakes Com-
munity Development Department, 437 Old 
Mammoth Road, Suite R, Mammoth Lakes, CA, 
and on-line at http://www.ci.mammoth-lakes.
ca.us/index.aspx?nid=363.  For questions or 
additional information please contact:

Ellen Clark, Senior Planner
Town of Mammoth Lakes, Community 
Development
P.O. Box 1609
Mammoth Lakes, California 93546
Fax: 760-934-8608
Ph: 760-934-8989 x269
E-mail: eclark@ci.mammoth-lakes.ca.us

PUBLIC HEARING:  Adoption of the IS/MND 
and Response to Comments and MMRP is 
scheduled with the Town of Mammoth Lakes 
Planning Commission on Wednesday, January 
11, 2012, beginning at 2:00 p.m., and con-
tinuing until finished, at the Town Council 
Chambers, Suite Z within the Minaret Village 
Shopping Center, 437 Old Mammoth Road in 
Mammoth Lakes, California.

All persons having an interest in the pro-
posed adoption request may appear before 
the Planning Commission either in person or 
represented by counsel and present testimony 
or may, prior to said hearing, file with the 
Executive Secretary written correspondence 
pertaining thereto.  Pursuant to Government 
Code Section 65009(b), if this matter is subse-
quently challenged in court, the challenge may 
be limited to only those issues raised at the 
public hearing described in this notice or in 
written correspondence delivered to the Town 
of Mammoth Lakes at, or prior to, the public 
hearing.  

TS# 2011-0263

PUBLIC NOTICES
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, 
January 11, 2012, beginning at 2:00 p.m., and 
continuing until finished, at the Town Council 
Chambers, Suite Z within the Minaret Village 
Shopping Center, 437 Old Mammoth Road the 
Mammoth Lakes Planning Commission will 
conduct a public hearing for the following:

Application Request: The Town of Mammoth 
Lakes proposes to adopt the Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan (PRMP) which guides planning and 
establishes a long range vision for future parks 
and recreational facilities to serve the year-round 
recreational needs of the Town through the year 
2025.  The PRMP includes goals, policies, and im-
plementation strategies to guide future improve-
ments; revised level of service standards for parks 
and recreation facilities; and identifies oppor-
tunity sites within the Town that could provide 
for expanded and/or new recreational facilities.   
The proposed action also includes General Plan 
Amendment 2012-01 (GPA 2012-01) which would 
revoke the 1990 Parks and Recreation Element, 
and would amend the Parks, Open Space and 
Recreation Element of the Town’s 2007 General 
Plan to include one additional goal and several 
new policies listed in the Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan.

CEQA Determination: Pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines 
an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declara-
tion (MND) has been prepared for the Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan, which also addresses the 
proposed General Plan Amendment. A Notice 
of Intent to Adopt the MND was previously 
published.  
The Draft Parks and Recreation Master Plan, 
and the Final MND are available on the Town’s 
website at http://www.ci.mammoth-lakes.ca.us/
index.aspx?nid=423. 

Location: Town-wide

Zoning: Applies to all zoning classes

Proponent: Town of Mammoth Lakes

All persons having an interest in the proposed 
application request may appear before the Plan-
ning Commission either in person or represented 
by counsel and present testimony or may, prior 
to said hearing, file with the Executive Secretary 
written correspondence pertaining thereto.  
Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009(b), 
if this matter is subsequently challenged in court, 
the challenge may be limited to only those issues 
raised at the public hearing described in this 
notice or in written correspondence delivered to 
the Town of Mammoth Lakes at, or prior to, the 
public hearing.  For additional information, or 
to obtain a copy of the staff report, which will be 
published on January 5, 2011, contact Ellen Clark, 
Senior Planner, at (760) 934-8989 Ext. 269.  Fac-
similes may be sent to (760) 934-8608, or e-mail 
at: eclark@ci.mammoth-lakes.ca.us.

Mammoth Lakes Planning Commission
P.O. Box 1609
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

TS# 2011-0264

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

KK Ranching Enterprises
68 Hilton Creek

Crowley Lake, CA 93546

James A. Hogg & Ellen K. Hogg
68 Hilton Creek
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a husband 
and wife.
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious name or names 
listed above on December 1, 2011.

This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on December 12, 
2011.          
File Number 11-185
2011-0269 (12/31, 1/7, 1/14, 1/21)
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