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PLASTIC BAG BAN 
LOOMS FOR MAMMOTH 

   Polo exits the pool

                               /p. 11/

Hot dog!
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 Fore!

                              /p. 2/

Doormat for Ormat?

                              /p. 6/  

Blame James

                              /p. 4/

see CONCEALED, page 6

Town ordinance becomes effective March 1

HOMEWORK-CHECK. BOOKS-CHECK. GUN-CHECK. 

Russ Norton’s home off Forest Trail got turned into a duplex Thursday morning. For more, see story p. 13. 

At Mammoth Ski and Racquet, one tree fell Thursday morning 
with another falling a few hours later. For more, see p. 13

Will Bishop allow concealed weapons on campus? 

   PHOTO: GILES

By BodineSenate Bill 707 went into 
effect January 1 and 
could change the face, or 

holsters, of schools through-
out the state. The bill changed 
the law that banned guns on 
campus, to allowing con-
cealed permit holders to get 
a waiver from the school to 
carry on school grounds. 

The bill was introduced 
by Senator Lois Wolk (D), 
3rd District, after she was 
approached by college and 
university police concerned 
about unregulated, concealed 

weapons on campus in light 
of campus shootings nation-
wide.

Local schools and districts 
are being asked to form their 
own policies. Bishop Union 
School District started the dis-
cussion in January and plans 
to make a decison by March.

The idea of guns on campus 
is a contentious issue state-
wide and locally. Eric Rich-
man, Bishop Union School 
District board member said 
the issue has, “blown up my 
email.” More than one parent 

is concerned about send-
ing their child to school with 
guns on campus. It’s an issue 
people are passionate about 
and everybody has an opin-
ion. Unlike other local issues 
that turn board meetings into 
a circus, Richman said the dis-
cussions have been cordial. 

Concealed weapon carriers, 
“are frequently the first line 
of defense,” against an active 
shooter scenario, Ted Stec, 
Bishop Police Chief told The 
Sheet. Concealed weapon

With all the snow flying 
this winter, it’s sort 
of escaped people’s 

minds, but starting March 1, 
the Town of Mammoth Lakes’ 
plastic bag ban goes into 
effect. Meaning, bring your 
own bag when you head out 
shopping or pay a minimum 
of a dime to buy a recycled bag 
from a retailer. 

No one’s going to jail for 
harboring plastic bags and the 
doors won’t close on stores 
that use them, but the ordi-

nance states it can be enforced 
“by any legal means available 
to the Town.” Establishments 
that already have bags won’t 
have to throw them away 
where they would end up as 
trash at the Benton Landfill. 
The abundance of polyeth-
ylene at the Benton dump is 
what prompted Mono County 
to pursue a ban of its own, but 
it is waiting to see what the 
state does.

The state passed Senate Bill 
270 in 2014, banning bags in 
the state, but Big Plastic, like 
American Progressive Bag 
Alliance, spent enough money 
to get a referendum of the 
bill on the November ballot. 
Mammoth Lakes adopted its 
ordinance in September 2015 
but was preempted by the SB 
270. However, when the refer-
endum showed up, the Town 
decided to move forward with 
its own ban.

If SB 270 is still standing 
after November, the Town’s 
ordinance could not be 
enforced as the statewide law 
preempts any local laws.

All single-use plastic bags 
will be banned in Mammoth 
Lakes, with the exception of 
to-go food and bags for meats 
and produce. Retailers can 
provide a recycled content 
paper bag or reusable bag for a 
minimum of ten cents. A retail 
establishment is defined by the 
Town as a vendor or establish-
ment that sells perishable and 
non-perishable goods, includ-
ing clothing and food. 
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FORE! WITHOUT THE PLAY
So … Mammoth Mountain says it wants to preserve safety at its golf 

course - you know, the golf course it hasn’t committed to operating this 
year (or any year in the future for that matter). 

MMSA Vice-President of Resort Development Tom Hodges spoke 
against a zoning change proposed by Tallus at Mammoth’s Planning and 
Economic Development Commission meeting on February 10. 

The zoning change would change the density of the overall project 
from 19 to 29 units by turning the units in the second phase of the proj-
ect into duplexes. 

Tallus, a fractional ownership development located off Meridian Boule-
vard and abutting the 10th hole of Sierra Star Golf Course, is actually not 
going to be called Tallus for too much longer. It’s relaunching as Obsid-
ian. But let’s stick to Tallus for now just so it doesn’t get too confusing. 

The proposed change in density was the only significant change - there 
were no other proposed changes in either lot locations or building set-
backs. 

However, Hodges urged PEDC Commissioners that now is the time to 
correct mistakes made when the project was approved in 2004. 

In short, golf has gotten longer, said Hodges. Improvements in gear (if 
not in actual golf swings) mean that errant shots can travel even further 
and more errantly than ever. 

The potentiality of these errant flight patterns of Titleists and Nikes had 
been memorialized by the original golf course architect, Cal Olson, in 
suggested “flight line setbacks” 

But when Intrawest and MMSA had control of the property, neither 
thought it was important enough to record these flight line setbacks as 
official easements. Now that someone else wants to build, these setbacks 
are apparently crucial. 

When Commissioner Amy Grahek asked Hodges if there had been any 
ball v. man incidents at the site since 2004, Hodges said he didn’t know. 

He did say that MMSA would involve the Town in any future litigation 
arising from a golf/neighbor incident or dispute. 

The staff report reads, “The operator of the golf course has suggested 
that by approving this project the Town could somehow be liable for 
damage or injuries caused by stray golf balls. The Town Attorney strongly 
disagrees with this suggestion and has indicated that the Town is 
immune from any such liability. The Town has statutory immunity from 
liability for injuries caused by the adoption of an enactment, which the 
courts have interpreted as including land use approvals.”

Or, as Morris said at the hearing, “In my world, if someone threatens 
to sue you, it’s a hollow threat unless they can back it up with some legal 
precedent or authority.” 

Eric Fishburn, architect/builder on the project, said to move the proj-
ect 10 feet further away from the golf boundary as MMSA has suggested 
would mean that all the exisiting infrastructure like sewer lines and water 
lines would also have to be moved, maps would have to be redrawn and 
plans resubmitted. He estimated it to be a $1 million headache. 

Another person who appeared perturbed by MMSA’s “grandstanding” 
was Planning Chair Mickey Brown.

Hodges: I take exception to [to the implication] that we’re grandtstand-
ing in the public process. We were never approached by staff in the devel-
opment of this [staff] report.

Brown [addressing Community Development Director Sandra 
Moberly]: Sandra, is it true or not true that you’re always available to 
meet with Tom Hodges at any time he’d like?

Moberly: I’m always available. 
The PEDC approved the Tallus zoning change by a unanimous 4-0 vote 

(Dawn Vereuck was absent). Hodges said MMSA plans to appeal the deci-
sion to Town Council. 

 

Bring Your Own (BYO) Bag!
Beginning Tuesday, March 1, 2016, Ordinance No. 15-06 goes into effect that prohibits 
the use of single-use carryout bags. This action will reduce negative impacts on the 
environment, including reducing the use of natural resources and energy; reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions; and helping to eliminate waste in landfills, roadside litter, and 
pollution to lakes, streams, and soils. 

Bringing your own 
reusable bag

Stop using single-use 
plastic bags

10¢
Or purchase a paper 
bag for 10¢ 

Contribute to a cleaner and more 
welcoming Town of Mammoth 
Lakes by…

The Town of Mammoth Lakes will work with local businesses, 
including the Chamber of Commerce to assist in the progres-
sive elimination of plastic, single-use bags in our community. 
Visit www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov to review Ordinance 
No. 15-06, or contact Pam Kobylarz, Assistant to the Town 
Manager, at (760) 934-8989 ext. 223 or pkobylarz@town-
ofmammothlakes.ca.gov.
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LETTERS

TOWN 
BULLETIN

Snow Removal 
and Off-Site Snow 

Storage 

A permit is required 
for all companies or 
individuals who are 

planning to participate 
in snow removal or snow 
storage for the 2009/2010 
winter season.  The snow 

removal equipment owner/
operator will be required 

to show valid proof of 
insurance and vehicle safety 
documentation in order to 
receive a sticker to place 
in the window of each 

piece of equipment.  Please 
contact Permit Technician 
Kristina McDaniel at (760) 
934-8989 ext. 274 for more 

information or to secure 
your permit. 

Meetings / Events:
Nov. 25 - Town Offices Closed – 
Staff furlough day

Nov. 26 / 27 - Town Offices 
Closed – Thanksgiving Holiday

Dec. 4 - Official Town Tree 
Lighting Ceremony,
Footloose Parking Lot, 6:00 p.m. 

Follow us on Twitter:
Get all your Mammoth news 

tweeted to your mobile or PC: 
www.twitter.com/visitmammoth

Stu’s News:
Stu’s News is your direct source for 
Town news, events, meetings and 

announcements.  Subscribe online at 
www.visitmammoth.com/stusnews.
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BULLETIN
Tell Us How You Want To 

Play!
Tell us how you want to play at the 

Mammoth Creek Park! The Recreation 
Commission is seeking community 
input for programming needs and 

space alternatives for the Multi-use 
Facility that includes winter and 

summer programming on Feb. 22 at 
6:00pm and on Feb.23 at 9:00 am. 

Both meetings are scheduled in Suite 
Z, light snacks and refreshments 

served. Visit www.planmcp.com for 
additional information.

Notice Of Election
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
General Municipal Election is to be 

held in the Town of Mammoth Lakes 
on Tuesday, June 7, 2016 for two (2) 
members of the Town Council for a 

full term of four years. The nomination 
period for these offices begins on 

Tuesday, February 16 and closes on 
Friday, March 11. All interested are 

invited to contact Town Clerk at (760) 
934-8989,ext. 267.

Winter Grooming Program 
The Shady Rest Winter Grooming 
program is underway thanks to the 
great snow this year. The groomed 

winter trails in Shady Rest are located 
right at the entrance to Town and are 

accessed from the Welcome Center and 
Ranger Station. Weather permitting, 
the trails are groomed 5 days a week 
and are free and open to the public.

Meetings / Events:
Feb. 22:  Special Meeting of 
the Recreation Commission, 
Multi-Use Facility Workshop 
#1, Suite Z, 6 p.m.

Feb.23: Special Meeting of 
the Recreation Commission, 
Multi-Use Facility Workshop 
#1, Suite Z, 9 a.m.

March 1: Recreation 
Commission meeting, Suite Z, 
9 a.m.

March 2: Town Council 
meeting, Suite Z, 6:00 p.m.
 
Twitter
Follow ‘TownofMammoth’ daily on 

Twitter at 
www.Townofmammothlakes.ca.gov

Town e-News:

Town e-News is your direct source 
for Town news, events, meetings and 
announcements.  Subscribe online 

under “NOTIFY ME” at www.
Townofmammothlakes.ca.gov

A Response for Mass Murderers
 
Dear Editor, 

As I read the front page story in last 
week’s Sheet about a shooting threat 
thwarted at an area school, I was struck 
by the statement made by the Principal 
of another area high school: that in 
active assailant/shooter events “the 
neutralizing of the threat is best left to 
the experts.”

This “conventional wisdom” that has 
pervaded our culture for decades needs 
to be recognized for the stupidity that 
it is. It is equivalent to saying “CPR is 
best left to the Paramedics.” The fact 
is: someone in full arrest will be brain 
dead in five minutes unless chest 
compressions are started immediately 
by someone on the scene. Similarly, 
when an active shooter event is 
underway, dozens of victims may be 
killed before the experts can get there.

We need to wake up to the facts. Law 
enforcement can’t keep us safe; no 
President: current or future, can keep 
us safe and no laws Congress can pass 
can keep us safe. When these kinds of 
attacks happen, the safety of ourselves 
and our fellow citizens is up to US!  

It doesn’t matter whether an attacker 
is religiously/ideologically motivated, 
or a psychopath - three things seem to 
characterize active assailant attacks:

1. They happen in places where there 
are large numbers of people.  Why?  
Because these terrorists want to kill 
large numbers of people.

2. They  happen in “murderer safe 
havens” (read “Gun Free Zones”). 
Why? Because terrorists are not brave 
warriors looking for a fight: they are 
cowards who don’t  want resistance 
as they slaughter as many vulnerable 
victims as possible.  

3. They happen in confined spaces 
such as schools, theaters, office 
buildings, etc.  Why?  Because it limits 
avenues of escape and keeps the victim 
pool at close range.

So what can be done to reduce the 
carnage of these horrific events?

Anyone who has the physical ability 
to run 10 yards; kick a soccer ball; hit 
a punching bag; pick up a chair; use a 
fire extinguisher; firmly grasp a piece 
of tableware or writing instrument; 
or even participate in a lively pillow 
fight, has what is necessary to be part 
of an effective counter attack with his/
her fellow citizens against an armed 
attacker.

How is this possible against a heavily 
armed assailant?  

1. By sheer force of numbers. In these 
incidents, the good people outnumber 
the bad ones by 15/1; 30/1 or 100/1.  
All it takes is for one person to wrap up 
the knees; another to tip him over and 
control the weapon, and the rest to pile 
on.  Then, wait for the experts to arrive 
with handcuffs.

2. Because of the close proximity 
inside buildings where these 
events usually occur. It has been 
demonstrated in police training 
that the average person can rush 
and strike another from a distance 
of 7 yards in 1.5 to 2 seconds.  That 
means that even in a large room like 
a restaurant or theater, an attacker 
could be overpowered in a few seconds, 
stopping the killing, if even a handful of 
intended victims reacted decisively.

In order for this tide to turn, there 
needs to be a drastic change in our 
individual and collective mindset.  
The ignominious fallacy of “leave it 
to the experts” which has resulted in 
the terrible body counts in Paris; San 
Bernardino; Aurora; Virginia Tech, etc.  
has to be repudiated at every level of 
our society from the White House down 
to the family.

We have to face the reality that these 
events are unfortunately part of our 
world now and we have to prepare our 
minds ahead of time that we are not 
going to behave like sheep penned in 
for the slaughter, but be like shepherd 
dogs: reacting quickly to threats against 
us all.

I hope for the day when someone 
intending to methodically murder 
a bunch of people in the USA, or 
anywhere in the world, will himself 
experience the terror of a mass of his 
intended victims swarming him, as a 
football quarterback that suddenly has 
no blockers.

Phil Higerd 
Mammoth Lakes

Blame James 

Dear Editor:

Charles James’ piece last week on the 
recent Standing Committee contained 
some misinformation. The statement 
that notice of last year’s projected 
irrigation shut-off was given without 
regard to the language of the Long 
Term Water Agreement is simply not 
true. 

Last year the water supply situation 
was so dire that there simply wasn’t 
enough water to meet all of LADWP’s 
obligations within the Owens Valley. In 
fact, south of Owens Lake, Aqueduct 
exports were curtailed until after the 
end of irrigation season last October.  
As far as the notice to lessees who were 
to have their irrigation water shut off, 

we did not have a good idea as to how 
severe the lack of water situation was 
until after the April 1 snow surveys 
were performed and analysis which 
took 2 -3 weeks to determine how 
much water would be available as 
runoff into the Owens Valley.  When 
this was determined toward the end 
of April -- which only showed 36% of 
normal runoff, the lowest by far of any 
previous year -- it became clear that 
we could not provide irrigation for 
all lessees. Additionally, prior to the 
notification of the results of the April 
1 survey, LADWP had performed a 
snow survey at the end of February and 
results from that survey led to LADWP 
sending out a letter in March to lessees 
informing them that the snow pack was 
lower than the year before and would 
likely result in the lessees receiving  less 
water than they had received in 2014.

In short, the efforts by LADWP last 
year did not conflict with language of 
the Long term Water Agreement.

Amanda Parsons 
Los Angeles Dept. of Water and Power

Charles James replies:  I spoke 
to Supervisor Kingsley, Water 
Commission President Mike Prather, 
and Larry Freilich with the Inyo Water 
Department. They all said what was 
written in the article is accurate. Last 
year when local ranchers received a 
letter sent unilaterally by LADWP on 
April 27, 2015 that their water was 
being shut off on May 1, no one else 
(not the Inyo Water Department, Water 
Commission, the Board of Supervisors, 
The Tech Group or the Standing 
Committee) received the letter nor were 
the cut-offs ever discussed with anyone. 
The BOS learned about the letter at 
its April 28 Board meeting. They were 
furious over the breach of consultation 
and approval required in the Long Term 
Water Agreement. They immediately 
fired off a letter to LADWP that day and 
were contemplating a lawsuit. Within 
24 hours, they received a letter from the 
LADWP’s Jim Yannotta withdrawing 
the water cutoff letter to the ranchers, 
although he never acknowledged what 
LADWP did was wrong, but rather said 
that there may be “other alternatives” 
to water reductions. The Standing 
Committee the following week was very 
contentious over the unilateral action 
taken by LADWP.

As Mike Prather said, “The LTWA 
is clear that any change in water 
management practices by DWP MUST 
be agreed to by Inyo County. Inyo has 
worked in good faith numerous times 
with DWP, but they are compelled to 
seek Inyo’s agreement.

I would respectfully disagree with Ms. 
Parsons. 
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Mammoth Community Water 
District has opened a decades-
old intertie between the town 

water supply and Mammoth Mountain 
Ski Area’s Main Lodge to provide 
supplemental domestic water to the ski 
area during peak periods.

The two-inch intertie, said MCWD 
Operations Superintendent Karl 
Schnadt, was established so long ago 
that nobody at either MMSA or MCWD 
remembers when it was last operational, 
nor when it was installed. 

“We are very grateful for the people 
that had the foresight to put that 
[connection] between the Mountain and 
the town,” said MMSA Chief Operating 
Officer Mark Brownlie. 

On Thursday, Feb. 18, MCWD will 
discuss a possible supplemental water 
service agreement with MMSA at its 
monthly board meeting. As of press 
time, The Sheet did not know the 
outcome of the discussion.

“Somewhere in the distant past 
[the intertie] was used for a short 
period of time, probably for similar 
circumstances, but it’s been closed for 
years and years, so no water has passed 
through it in a really long time,” said 
Schnadt.

Brownlie said that when the intertie 
was opened, the water was tested by 
both MCWD and MMSA for pressure 
tolerances and water safety, since the 

By Rea
MMSA AND MCWD CONNECT AT MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN WEST

connection was dormant for so long.
“We didn’t have an agreement that 
spelled out why this intertie exists,” 
said Schnadt. “I don’t really know that 
history, but because we couldn’t locate a 
formal agreement we wanted to make it 
a legitimate document…” 

The intertie does not supply a 
constant flow of water to MMSA, said 
Brownlie. “It’s on a computerized 
system that calls for water,” he said. 
“Depending on resort occupancy and 
where we’re at with major domestic 
water reserves, we know when we’ll ask 
for water and when we won’t.”

MMSA will be charged for the water 
at the same commercial rate that they 
pay for their water at Canyon and Eagle 
Lodges, which MCWD has always 
serviced, said MMSA Vice President Ron 
Cohen. Cohen said MCWD will only 
provide water to “Mammoth Mountain 
West” when the town is deemed to have 
sufficient supply. Mammoth Mountain 
West includes Main Lodge, McCoy, The 
Top of the Mountain, the Garage, and 
Chair 4, said Cohen. 

The connection was opened on 
November 24, 2015, said Brownlie. He 
said that the decision was made in 
order to keep sufficient domestic water 
flowing to service the resort as well as 
provide backup in case of emergency 
(such as a fire). 

MMSA has two domestic water 

wells to supply the Main Lodge area, 
according to a spreadsheet provided by 
the U.S. Forest Service. These are Well 1, 
located at the bottom of Chair 11, and 
Well 2a, located at the Treatment Plant. 
Wells 2b, 7 and 8 are all reserved for 
snowmaking. Snowmaking wells cannot 
be used to provide domestic water due 
to differing safety requirements. 

“[There is a] double cause here,” 
said Cohen, explaining why MMSA’s 
domestic wells cannot currently 
produce enough water to keep up with 
peak visitation periods.

“Persistent drought, four years in 
a row. [Secondly] demand has been 
incredible.” This “results in you needing 
to have some supplemental water. 
Supplemental until this snowpack 
recharges,” said Cohen.

Brownlie said the Mountain’s visitation 
is currently 27 percent ahead of last year 
and that last weekend saw more than 
17,000 skier visits each day. This does 
not take into account other users, such 
as customers staying at the Mammoth 
Mountain Inn. “It’s a lot of people. A lot 
of domestic use,” Brownlie said.

“We have a slow recharge rate on 
all of our wells” due to the persistent 
drought, said Brownlie. However, “our 
first mode of operation is to rely on our 
two domestic wells ... When we realize 
they won’t have enough capacity [for a 
holiday weekend], we call on the MCWD 

intertie.” 
The item on MCWD’s Thursday agenda 

will ideally keep the water flowing until 
MMSA’s domestic wells recharge enough 
to supply Mammoth while still serving 
the crowds. Cohen said that MMSA will 
continue to alert MCWD when their 
anticipated need rises to the level that 
they must request additional domestic 
water through the intertie. 

“So…when we’re readying for a 19,000 
visit day,” said Cohen, “We’ll let MCWD 
know.”



ORMAT, COUNTY BATTLE OVER TAXES
By Bodine

CONCEALED
continued from page 1
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Mono County has been tus-
sling with Ormat Technology, 
which operates the local geo-

thermal power plant, over its property 
value and the accompanying tax since 
2010. The two are coming close to a 
settlement agreement for four cases. 
Geothermal consultants from both 
camps have weighed in and offers are 
being drafted.

The value includes the facilities and 
infrastructure and the value of its pos-
sible revenue. Revenue comes from 
long-term energy, usually 20 years. 
The amount of energy and revenue 
is forecast for the 20 years and that 
potential value is added to the assess-
ment value. Barry Beck, Mono County 
Assessor said there are a myriad of 
factors that go into assessing the value 
such as the temperature of the water, 
the lifeline of any geothermal plant. 
Every single-digit drop in temperature 
lowers the amount of energy and rev-
enue that can be generated and could 
affect the contract long-term.  

Ormat is appealing the assessments, 
one at a time. One incident in negotia-
tions is the Casa Diablo IV project that 
has yet to be built. Ormat has taken 
the project off the table because it 
believes it does not have the revenue 
potential nor is it feasible to construct. 
Mono County believes the project 
should be considered for further 
evaluation.

Other cases being negotiated are 
from 2010, 2011 and 2012. All of these 
incidents are from the start of a new 
year when properties are assessed. 
Beck explained the complex weave 

that produced these incidents. When 
a property is purchased, the year it is 
purchased becomes a baseline value. 
Ormat argues that these assessments 
occurred during the economic down-
turn, which dropped the revenue 
potential and Ormat requested a 
reduced property value status. Mono 
County disagreed.

Mono County recently made a 
settlement offer to Ormat which it 
countered with help of their bevy of 
lawyers from Morrison and Foerster, 
a San Francisco firm The firm can be 
found at MoFo.com, proving there’s 
humor to be found even in property 
assessment. Beck said Ormat’s recent 
offers are more reasonable and it 
appears Ormat is earnest in reaching a 
settlement.

The county has set aside $1 million 
to cover refunds should Ormat win its 
case. The refunds, or the difference of 
previous and re-adjusted assessments, 
would go to Ormat. Mono would 
also pay three percent interest on the 
money it has collected from Ormat to 
date.

carriers are fully vetted, finger printed 
and complete a required training 
course before receiving a carrying con-
cealed weapons permit, a CCW, Stec 
explained.

Craig Reynolds, Wolk’s chief of staff 
said he has not talked to any law 
enforcement agency that agrees that 
CCW holders are a first responder. 
Reynolds said civilian training is 
nowhere near the training police 
receive. As the name “concealed” 
implies, those with a CCW have prob-
ably been going on campus for years 
unbeknownst to nearly anyone, Stec 
said. The waiver would require the 
school to know who these people are 
and opponents want to know, too.

Richman said teachers and staff 
want to know who’s carrying a gun. 
Things will be tense knowing that 
a parent at a heated meeting might 
be packing, Richman explained. The 
majority of teachers at the district, 70 
percent, are against the waivers.

“Hunters and people who use guns 
in self-defense have no interest in 
bringing guns onto campus,” Richman 
said.

The Newtown Action Alliance, 
formed by parents who lost chiil-
dren at Sandy Hook Elementary, are 
adamant that only law enforcement 
should be allowed to have guns on 

campus. Active shooters do not tell 
people they are coming, 1 in 5 active 
shooters were stopped by an unarmed 
victim and only three percent of these 
shooters were stopped by a “good guy 
with a gun,” Richman said. 

He said the good guys, like the cops, 
are trained to de-escalate a situation, 
while the untrained may be “thinking 
with their guns.”

Reynolds said, unfortunately there 
is not enough research and study on 
the issue to support either side of the 
argument, with the exception of anec-
dotal evidence. Anecdotally, Reynolds 
explained, CCW holders have not 
made a difference in spree shootings, 
for good or bad.

The law requires schools and 
districts to make the call about the 
waivers and draft their own policies. 
Like school boards don’t have anything 
else to do, Richman said with a hint of 
sarcasm.

“It’s a failure to have school board 
figure this out,” Richman added that 
it is conceivable that every campus in 
the state could have a different policy.

Bishop Union School District Super-
intendent, Barry Simpson could not be 
reached for comment.

The Sheet - please run this ad the same day you publish the ICARE Press Release 
(submitted February 16, 2016) Run date: Thursday, February 25,  2016 

ICARE Helping Pets for 20 Years 

ICARE (Inyo/Mono County Animal Resources & Education) is a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization helping pets in need since 1996.  We receive no government funding, 

have no paid employees and are able to help the Eastern Sierra’s pets through your 
kindness. All donations are tax-deductible as provided by law.  

Web: www.ICAREforPets.org  U Ph: 760-872-3802  U e-mail: ICAREforPets@gmail.com 

                           Yes, I want to help! 

                                                                                   Enclosed is my tax-deductible donation in the amount of: 
 

 

                             U $25   U $50   U $100    U $250   U Other $_______ 
                                 Checks payable to: ICARE  Mail to: P.O. Box 76, Bishop, CA 93515 

 Name:____________________________________  Phone:_____________________ 

 Address: __________________________________  E-mail: _____________________ 
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By James
Chmielewski will get jail time for workmen’s comp scam

A case of a fraud and money-
laundering going back almost 
decade connected to the Fort 

Independence Tribe is once again 
front and center. 

Gregory Chmielewski, 46, of West 
Bend, Wisconsin, pled guilty on 
January 15, 2016 to two counts of 
mail fraud for a scheme where he 
transferred business funds to his 
own personal use. The verdict was 
announced by United States Attorney 
Benjamin B. Wagner in a press release 
from the Justice Department.

The case spanned several years and 
first became public when Chmielewski 
was originally arrested in Arizona on 
Oct. 24, 2011 for alleged insurance 
fraud under a February 2011 sealed 
indictment on 24-counts of mail fraud 
and money laundering involving 
millions of dollars.

Partnering with the Fort 
Independence Tribe, Chmielewski 
set up a company in Roseville, 
Calif. to provide low-cost workers’ 
compensation insurance. The 
company, Independent Staffing 
Solutions (aka Independent 
Management Resources) was financed 
by the Tribe. Under the terms of the 
partnership, the tribe owned the 

company and Chmielewski ran it.
It seemed a great idea in 2004 when 

workers’ comp insurance premiums 
were skyrocketing (30% a year since 
2000) and medical benefits had 
doubled compared with the rest of the 
country.

Chmielewski’s scheme was to solicit 
Indian tribes using their sovereign-
nation status to partner with him 
and provide employee insurance 
coverage and other employee services 
at a reduced cost. By skirting the 
state of California’s much more 
stringent and costly regulations for 
companies offering the traditional 
Workers Compensation, he marketed 
the “tribal” insurance coverage to 
California employers with high 
workers’ compensation liabilities, 
telling clients that it provided 
significant savings over traditional 
workers’ compensation coverage.

The state’s Department of Insurance 
and Department of Industrial 
Relations were not happy with the 
idea, taking the position that the tribes 
were not licensed to sell workers’ 
compensation insurance, especially 
outside their tribal boundaries, and 
that it was illegal for them to do so. 
Even so, the tribe went forward with 

Opens at 5:00

WINTER HAPPY HOUR
*4:00 - 6:00 Daily*

We Seat on a Walk-in Basis
No Reservations

Visit www.slocums.com for Menus 
3221 Main St. Mammoth * 760-934-7647

DINING ROOM

the project.
According to the indictment, after 

getting clients, Mr. Chmielewski 
began diverting and misappropriating 
millions of dollars from IMR accounts 
for his personal use. In a written 
plea agreement filed in U.S. District 
Court in Sacramento, Chmielewski 
said he siphoned $7.3 million from 
Independent Staffing in order to fund 
his personal real estate investments.

Eventually, after the state of 
California changed the Workers 
Compensation Laws, the company 
began to experience serious cash flow 
problems and was forced to cease 
operations, leaving approximately 117 
injured workers with approximately 
$1.8 million in unpaid claims.

“Preying on California employers 
while profiteering on the reputation 
of a tribal nation to commit insurance 
fraud is deplorable,” says California 
Insurance Commissioner Dave Jones. 
“This joint investigation and pending 
prosecution of Gregory Chmielewski 
sends a clear message that defrauding 
Californians for personal gain will not 
be tolerated.”

If convicted, Mr. Chmielewski faces 
a maximum statutory penalty for 
each count of mail fraud of 20 years 

in prison and a $250,000 fine or up 
to twice the gain or loss from the 
offense. The maximum penalty for 
money laundering is 10 years in prison 
and a $250,000 fine or up to twice 
the gain or loss from the offense. The 
actual sentence will be determined 
at the discretion of the court after 
consideration of any applicable 
statutory factors and the Federal 
Sentencing Guidelines, which take 
into account a number of variables.

The Sacramento Bee reported that 
court records say that Chmielewski’s 
firm owed the tribal-owned company 
$7 million. Prosecutors allege that the 
firm victimized employers as well as 
the tribe.

The $7 million “was a big loss, he left 
us with a lot of bills,” Vice Chairman 
Charles Pradt reportedly told The 
Sacramento Bee in 2012, when the 
case was first reported. 

Chmielewski likely will get a prison 
term of 41 to 51 months when he’s 
sentenced in April, according to the 
terms of the written plea agreement 
he signed. The former El Dorado Hills 
resident is now living in Wisconsin 
where he remains free on bond 
pending sentencing.

3029 CHATEAU • 760.934.4200 • MAMMOTHROCKNBOWL.COM
OPEN DAILY

WEEKLY SPECIALS
EVENTS & TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

MMSA Employee Night:  $3 games, $1 shoes.  Must show employee pass or I.D. 

Ski Patrol /Ski School/Race Department Appreciation Night: 
$3 games, $1 shoes. Must show employee pass or I.D.

Lunch & Bowl:  1 free game of bowling with a food & beverage purchase of $12 or more, 
12pm to 4 pm.
Cosmic Bowling:  9pm to close.

Cosmic Bowling:  9pm to close.
Bowl-A-Thon Fundraiser: On 2/27 for MHS Ski and Snowboard Team.  
50% bowling sales will go to the school team.

Cosmic Bowling:  12pm to 3pm.

Bowling Special:   $5 games all night.

Bowling Special:   $5 games all night.
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By Rea
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Bohdi Silva said that if he had stuck 
to his usual routine on Friday, 
Feb. 12 that he and his neighbors 

may have lost their homes, and possibly 
their lives.

Silva, a server at the Westin Monache 
and trainer at Snowcreek, said that his 
decision to do laundry instead of go for 
a run on Friday may have made a cru-
cial difference in the way a structure fire 
at 394 Mono St. in Mammoth, turned 
out. 

“I typically go to the gym and take off 
trail running and come back later in the 
day and do laundry, but some for rea-
son I decided to stay and do my chores 
first and go running after so I would 
have a clean place when I came back,” 
he told The Sheet.

“I put my clothes in the dryer and was 
reading and thought to take a quick cat-
nap, so I set my alarm for 20 minutes. 
About an hour and a half after I set my 
alarm I woke up.”

“I had a pounding headache and 
I remember seeing smoke billowing 
through my place…” he said, because 
his windows were open.

“When I went out the door, my 
neighbors’ bedroom window looked 
like the pane of glass in a fireplace. All 
you could see were the orange flames 
inside.”

Silva said he opened his neighbors’ 

Max the daschund, rescued from a house fire, sustained burns but escaped serious harm.
door and pushed his way inside. The 
rush of oxygen, he said, created a “flash 
fire.” 

“All that smoke [that had been filling 
the apartment] evaporated and just 
ignited,” said Silva.

“It went up the wall and exploded 

MONO STREET STRUCTURE FIRE A NEAR MISS FOR RESIDENTS

across the ceiling of the bedroom and 
I turned around knowing that I’m in 
trouble here. It’s a flash fire. I gave it the 
oxygen, it exploded just like a dragon. I 
remember ducking my head and run-
ning back toward the door.”

“There was an animal beast in there 

that just came to life. It was going to 
consume everything in its path.” 

Silva needed help. “We’ve got a total 
of 12 people that live in this building, 
including a 2-year-old and four pets 
spread across the places.”

Silva said the fire exploded out the 
window of Apartment 1, in which he 
said it began. Mammoth Lakes Fire 
Department stated in a press release 
said that the cause of the fire was still 
under investigation. Silva said it was 
his understanding that a space heater 
placed too close to a piece of furniture 
was the culprit. 

He said the fire raced up the side of 
the building to Apartment 2 above, in 
which his neighbor and co-worker Matt 
Gonya was sleeping. Gonya is the Sous 
Chef at the Westin Monache. Silva said 
that the fire broke through he window 
into the room of Gonya’s roommate, 
Jason Rogers, who was not home at the 
time. He said he believes the commo-
tion woke Gonya. 

“As [Gonya] opened the front door 
[his dog] ‘LB’ ran out, and when he 
stepped out on his porch, the fire had 
been under the floorboards, and it 
had cooked it. When he hit that porch 
with his bare feet he took off running 
because it was hot,” said Silva.

“It was insane.”

see FIRE, page 9
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MLFD said in its press release that the 
first fire units were on scene at 10:46 
a.m. “and were preceded by MLPD units 
who were digging out a hydrant for 
water supply.” 

“First water was on the fire at approx-
imately 10:49 with knockdown [reduc-
tion of the most vigorously burning 
portion of the fire] occurring at approxi-
mately 10:52.” 

The apartment 
where the fire 
began, Silva said, 
belonged to Vicky 
Ruiz and Manuel 
Partida and their 
two children, 
Estafany and Juan. 
Manuel Patilda 
works with Silva 
at the Westin, 
and Vicky at the 
Alpenhof Lodge, 
which is also 
owned by Kirk 
Schaubmayer, 
the owner of 394 
Mono St. 

Schaubmayer 
was unavailable 
for comment as of press time, but his 
brother Robert said that “I was in there 
and it looked like a movie set. It’s devas-
tating.”

However, a small marvel did appear 
from the ashes—the family’s daschund, 
Max, escaped the inferno with only a 
few burns.

“All of a sudden this fireman is walk-
ing out of everything and he’s got this 
little daschund in his hand,” said Silva.

“Engine 34 needs an accolade,” said 
Silva. “They are the [first] ones who 

When a fire flashes over 

like that, it’s everything 

in the unit catching fire 

at the same time. 

”

“

- Fire Inspector Brett Reed

responded.”
MLFD said in its press release that 

“three fire engines, one truck, one util-
ity, and two command vehicles, 22 peo-
ple in all plus 1 dispatcher, responded 
to the call.” 

Fire Inspector Brett Reed told The 
Sheet that Silva was “lucky, he was 
damn lucky” to have emerged from the 
apartment unscathed. 

“It’s not uncom-
mon for fires to 
flash over but not 
much is going to 
survive,” he said.

“A flash over is a 
real deal. Our guys 
made entry and it 
was so hot when 
they got in that 
they had to back 
out and put water 
on it before they 
could continue in.”

“When a fire 
flashes over like 
that, it’s everything 
in the unit catch-
ing fire at the same 
time.”

Reed estimated the temperature of 
the apartment to be about 1000 degrees 
fahrenheit, and told The Sheet that the 
cause is still under investigation.

Robert Schaubmayer told The Sheet 
that the displaced residents were stay-
ing at the Alpenhof while they figured 
out what to do next. He also said that 
the support from the community has 
been overwhelming, with people donat-
ing clothing and gift cards to the family.

“I mean, there’s been so many things 
coming in from all over town.”

PHOTO: JUNE SIMPKINS

Mammoth Lakes Fire Department crews respond to a structure fire at 394 Mono St.
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By Mike Bodine
Or why Mammoth is destined to remain a one-grocery store town.

“Welcome to Vons ... your only 
option,” deadpans one checker 
as you pass through his checkout 

line at the Mammoth Vons. 
The shadow of the Vons stores 

looms over the Eastern Sierra like 
the Eye of Sarun. The markets 
have largely had a monopoly on 
the Eastside grocery business, 
particularly in Mammoth, for several 
decades. But despite loud voices 
clamoring for competition, Vons will 
likely retain its perch for many years 
to come. 

“This is not for lack of trying,” said 
Paul Rudder, owner of the Luxury 
Outlet and Sierra Center Malls in 
Mammoth. He said he’s been trying 
to recruit a Trader Joe’s to the area 
for more than 10 years. He, his wife 
Kathleen and Sierra Center Mall 
partners have contacted every 
grocery store or chain in the country 
to come to the area, but with no luck.

The Facebook page, “Bring Trader 
Joe’s to Mammoth Lakes or Bishop” 

If it were cheap and 
easy, everybody would 

be doing it.

”

“

-Kyle Oney
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see TRADER JOE’S, page 11

WHITHER NO TRADER JOE’S? 

has been up for two years now. The 
page’s creator wishes to remain 
anonymous because of possible 
backlash. That’s 
right, retaliation 
over a Facebook 
page about a 
grocery store. 

The “Bring T.J. 
here” guy told The 
Sheet he’s been 
called an idiot by 
neighbors and 
there was even 
one complaint in 
defense of Vons. 

It would seem 
like a no-brainer 
to open a store in 
Mammoth with 
Vons the only competition, but it’s not 
so simple.

“If it were cheap and easy, 
everybody would be doing it,” 
Kyle Oney, owner of Manor Market 
in Bishop, said with a chuckle. 

It would take an easy $1 to $1.5 
million, according to Oney, to open 

a grocery store 
in Mammoth 
that includes 
the proper 
inventory and 
infrastructure. 
There’s the long-
term lease and 
exorbitant rent. 
And, there’s no 
guarantee of 
customers.

Rudder said 
Trader Joe’s  has 
certain criteria 
for opening a new 
store, including a 
population base 

of at least 50,000 within a 50-mile 
radius. Also, Trader Joe’s demands 
a store with 13-foot ceilings for its 
displays. There are no buildings in 
Mammoth with that kind of space 
except the Rite Aid building that was 

bought from Vons with the stipulation 
it could not be re-sold to a Vons 
competitor. Rudder joked that he 
didn’t know if what Vons is doing is 
legal, but they’re getting away with it.

Building a space would create 
a rent too expensive for a grocery 
store, about $3-$4 a square foot in 
construction compared to an existing 
building which may rent for $1 a 
square foot.

The Facebook page guy said Bishop 
would be the optimum location with 
cheaper rents, better parking, ease of 
deliveries and lack of snow. But that 
doesn’t ease Mammoth’s relative lack 
of competition (save Sierra Sundance) 
and Oney described the competition 
in Bishop as fierce. Bishop, with 
a population of about 10,000, not 
including customers from rural 
Western Nevada, has Vons, a giant 
Kmart, Rite Aid, Smart and Final, 
Manor Market, Joseph’s Bi-Rite and a 
handful of Mexican stores that come 
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After decades at Mammoth Luxury 
Outlets, the Polo store will be clos-
ing at the end of May. Change is the 
trend today in the outlet business, 
with established merchants shrink-
ing their number of locations, closing 
smaller stores, and concentrating on 
mega-outlets like Cabazon (near Palm 
Springs).  

That said, Mammoth Luxury Outlets 
is happy to announce that we have 
already had national tenants express-
ing interest in the space.  

In order to facilitate the search 
for the best and most attractive new 
shops, we have retained THE OUT-
LET RESOURCE GROUP, the premier 
organization in the United States that 
specializes in representing outlet mall 
landlords, to help us continue our 
tradition of offering great shopping 
at discount prices right here in Mam-
moth Lakes, and expect to fill our two 
main vacancies in a few months and 
get the Outlet Mall going again at full 
speed.  

Meanwhile, there are still lots of fine 
stores with great merchandise to offer, 
not to mention a wonderful new res-

taurant (Liberty Sports Bar and Grill) 
that will open soon in the old Perry’s 
location. 

Best of all, we have plenty of free and 
easy parking to make your shopping 
day a complete pleasure. 

POLO STORE IN MAMMOTH 
TO CLOSE END OF MAY

760.923.0023

mammothOPENHOUSE.com

mammothOPENHOUSE.com

Mammoth Green, #119
1500 Lodestar Dr
Near Eagle Lodge / Golf
Condo, 2 bd / 2 ba
Saturday 1pm-5pm
Sunday 10am-1pm

Tyrolean Village, #205
44 Tyrol Ln

Near Eagle Lodge
Condo, 2 bd / 2 ba
Saturday 2pm-5pm
Sunday 11am-1pm

CALL OR VISIT WEBSITE FOR CURRENT
OPEN HOUSE & LISTING INFORMATION

FEATURED OPEN HOUSES

Brought to you by the Team from
Resort Property Realty (lic #01845593)

and go.
A store in Mammoth has crossed 

Oney’s mind, and he’s even been 
approached by landlords who would 
give him a break on the rent. Oney 
said he would probably have a 
demographic in Mammoth but the 
timing and finances haven’t opened 
an opportunity. Rudder said he’d love 
to see Manor Market in Mammoth 
and it would probably do well, but 
the move is more than financial. An 
investor also has to be emotionally 
ready to lay down that amount of 
capital.

A Trader Joe’s in Bishop wouldn’t 
be good for his business, Oney 
said. And it probably wouldn’t be a 
community player either, buying local 
4-H cows, pigs and sheep or donate 
to local schools, sporting events or 
fundraisers. 

The snow is good for the first time 
in years and bringing with it tourists 
and potential customers, but will it 
last, or is the West looking at a decade 
of drought conditions? A grocery 
store would have to keep a solid local 
clientele but even that base dwindles 
in the shoulder season. And, good 
help is hard to find, particularly given 
Mammoth’s transient workforce.

Trader Joe’s Corporate Office, based 

in Monrovia, Calif. said there are 
no plans to build or open a store in 
Mammoth nor could it disclose what 
the criteria is for opening a new store. 
There’s also no guarantee that Trader 
Joe’s would stick around, even if it 
came to Mammoth. Rudder explained 
it was corporate decisions that moved 
Polo and Van Heusen out of the Outlet 
Mall, not a lack of business. 

The website, Next City conducted 
a study of Trader Joe’s locations and 
demographics in 2013. The study 
was trying to answer the question 
of why Trader Joe’s aren’t being built 
in lower-income neighborhoods. 
According to the study, Trader Joe’s 
are located in affluent areas where 
the median income surpasses the 
national average. There aren’t many 
Trader Joe’s in communities with large 
numbers of citizens receiving food 
stamps, either.

“It’s a pipe dream,” said the 
Facebook page guy, “A hail Mary.” But, 
he said, he has to at least try. 
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By Rea

Emily Falkingham

NEW CARDS, NEW ISSUES 

MADE FROM 
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Located at the Village
760.934.3354

oldnewyork.com

A credit card “chargeback” at Com-
mand Performance Fast Ski in 
Mammoth Lakes has prompted 

the owners of the ski shop to ques-
tion the new regulations for microchip 
credit cards.

Emily Falkingham, who owns Com-
mand Performance in Minaret Village 
with her husband Robin, approached 
The Sheet last week with a credit card 
charge that she said had been disput-
ed—Falkingham believes the dispute 
was a case of an “EMV” microchip 
cardholder taking advantage of a new 
and confusing system. EMV (which 
stands for Europay, MasterCard and 
Visa) is touted as the new standard of 
technology in credit cards, and EMV 
cards are swiftly replacing magnetic 
strip cards.

“If someone copies a mag stripe, they 
can easily replicate that data over and 
over again because it doesn’t change,” 
Dave Witts, President of Creditcall told 
creditcards.com.

EMV cards, however, create unique 
transaction codes each time they are 
used, preventing the type of card dupli-
cation often used by thieves.

The move to EMV cards has been 
somewhat slow—Pulse, an electronic 
funds transfer (EFT) company owned 
by Discover, reported that only about 
25 percent of U.S. debit cards (about 
71 million cards) had been converted 

to chip technology by the end of 2015. 
This number is expected to be 96 per-
cent by the end of 2017.

However, merchants have faced a 
quicker timeline. 

By Oct. 1, 2015, small businesses 
were recommended, but not mandat-
ed, to implement chip-compliant card 
terminals. These terminals are able to 
read EMV chips, and instead of “swip-
ing” a credit card, consumers will now 
be “inserting” their cards into the new 
machines.

If, by the deadline, merchants did not 
have the new terminals, they were not 
“compliant” and would be liable for 
any chargebacks filed by consumers. 
Essentially, if a consumer with a chip 
card used that card at a merchant with-
out an EMV terminal and subsequently 
contested the purchase, the merchant 
would be 100 percent liable for the 
amount of the disputed charge.

The delay in switching to the new 
terminals is what put the Falkinghams 
on the hook for approximately $150 in 
January.

The Falkinghams use Heartland Pay-
ment Systems, one of the nation’s larg-
est credit card processing and technol-
ogy providers. 

“So in October [Heartland] sent out 
a notice that anybody who takes credit 
cards has to have the [EMV] machine, 
said Emily Falkingham. “And if you 

don’t take [the chipped cards], you’re 
not in compliance. And any charge-
backs you are 100 percent responsible 
for.”

Visa (the “V” in “EMV”) announced 
in August 2011—almost four years 
ago—that it would be moving to EMV 
in the U.S., according to CSO Online, 
which is run by Reuters. Most of Europe 
has been using EMV technology for 
over a decade, they reported.

“We, like everybody else in Octo-
ber, had no money,” said Falkingham. 
She said that Command Performance 
finally got their EMV terminal in Janu-
ary of 2015—just a few days after the 
chargeback in question took place.

“This guy literally did this two days 
before we had the machine,” she said.

CSO Online reported in the first week 
of October that “the percentage of 
merchants that lack the new payment 
terminals ranged from 50 percent to as 
high as 75 percent.”

A survey by Randstad Technologies 
found that “42 percent of businesses 
had either taken no steps or were 
unaware of any progress towards the 
transition” by late last summer.

Several calls to local businesses in 
Mammoth revealed that many mer-
chants were still struggling to comply 
or did not know the rules. 

“As far as I know, we were supposed 
to be compliant the first of the year,” 
said Lisa Craven, Office Manager at 
Footloose. 

In fact, Oct. 1 was the nationwide 
deadline.

Terry Lucian, General Manager of 
Kittredge Sports, told The Sheet that 
“Our merchant processor hasn’t in-
formed us that it’s a fully-functioning 
program for our location,” referring to 
the EMV terminals.

“They said their processor was still 
writing programming to make it all 
[compliant]…in fact, I should probably 
e-mail them.” 

Colin Fernie, owner of Black Tie Ski 
Rentals, uses an online system to pro-
cess credit cards, so he hasn’t run into 
issues with EMV scanners. However, he 
said, “from what I understand…there 

was some sort of grace period” for 
merchants. 

There is not, in fact, a grace period—
merchants are currently 100 percent 
liable if they are not EMV compliant. 

Fernando Villalpando, Service Opera-
tions Manager at Vons in Mammoth, 
told The Sheet, “We are not taking chips 
yet.” Villalpando said that even some 
larger Vons stores may not be compli-
ant. “Everybody is in that transition 
mode.” 

Theresa Brocia, owner of Bleu 
Handcrafted Foods and the Eatery, said 
that her Point of Sale (POS) provider, 
Square, has made compliance relatively 
easy. “I don’t know everything about 
the movement to the chip, and all the 
liabilities back and forth, except for the 
fact that I know Square is on it.” 

Brocia said that Square provided one 
of her businesses with a $60 chip read-
er, as well as a free reader for her other 
shop. Emily Falkingham said her new 
EMV terminal cost more than $200.

Rob Davis of the Ski Renter said that 
the changeover was convenient tim-
ing for his business—their POS system 
crashed just before deadline.

“We didn’t want to have to spend the 
extra 600 bucks,” he said of installing 
the new system.

However, “If you don’t have the [ma-
chine] and you process a counterfeit 
card, then the companies won’t reim-
burse you for the loss,” he said. 

“One transaction that goes sour on 
you, that’s pretty much the price of the 
new machine.”

Emily Falkingham believes she was 
taken advantage of by a savvy card-
holder who realized that her business 
did not have the proper technology and 
used that knowledge to his advantage. 
She fears that Mammoth restaurants 
especially are a prime target for such 
fraud, as many of them have not trans-
ferred to EMV readers. Calls to several 
restaurants in the area by The Sheet did 
not result in any reports of chargebacks 
in recent months.

Kevin Petschow, Senior Director of 
Public Relations for Heartland Payment 
Systems, told The Sheet that “Mer-
chants have misconceptions about 
EMV related chargebacks and often 
think that it is cardholders abusing 
the system but this is almost never the 
case.” 

“If a merchant is confident they are 
dealing with the actual cardholder then 
they should contact their payment 
processor and report the theft to their 
local police, making sure to provide 
proof that the person who purchased 
the goods is actually the person who 
owns the card…”

Falkingham said her purpose in go-
ing public with her story was to make 
local business owners aware of their 
liability. “One hundred and fifty dol-
lars is a whole lot of money to a small 
businessperson,” she said.



By Rea
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HIGH WINDS TOPPLE TREES

Mammoth Lakes Fire Depart-
ment was called to two seper-
ate reports of downed trees 

on Thursday, Feb. 18 after high winds 
and fresh snow created dangerous 
conditions across town.

MLFD responded to the first call, 
at 230 Hillside Dr. at 9:00 a.m., said 
Hannah DeGoey, Executive Assistant 
to Chief of Police Al Clark. An approxi-
mate 130-foot Jeffrey Pine fell directly 
onto the home of Russ Norton, said 
Fire Marshal Thom Heller. One person 
was in the home at the time, but was 
uninjured, according to Mammoth 
Lakes Police Department. The falling 
tree also broke a window in an upstairs 
condominium at neighboring Val 
D’Isere, said DeGoey, but there were 
no injuries reported.

Just over an hour later, at 11:23 a.m., 
MLFD were called to Mammoth Ski 
and Racquet at 248 Mammoth Slopes 
Dr. after a second tree fell, breaking 
the balcony of Unit K101.

“It fell right on my balcony,” said 
Beverly Van de Velde, who was in her 
condominium working at the time 
the red fir tree fell. “I was so scared. I 
thought it was the big one!” 

It was a case of “hurry up and wait” 
as firefighter teams cordoned off the 
area and evacuated building K in 
anticipation of a second tree falling. 
Heller estimated both trees at approxi-
mately 150 feet each. 

MLFD firefighters were standing 
a safe distance away from the still-
standing tree when The Sheet arrived 
at around 1 p.m. on Thursday, watch-
ing as 40-mph gusts of wind blew 
through the complex. “We use a rule 
of thumb,” firefighter Brett Reed said 

with a smile, holding his thumb in 
front of his eye. “If you can’t cover it 
with your thumb, you’re too close!” 

Heller called The Sheet at approxi-
mately 3:30 on Thursday to say that 
the third tree had fallen about a half an 
hour prior to his call. 

PHOTO: REA

Several buildings damaged

MLFD firefighters look on as a towering 
red fir sways in the wind. The tree fell 
about an hour after the photo was taken. 

“It fell into the building east of 
where the tree was...it’s just hung up 
on the corner of the building. Eastern 
Sierra Tree Service is on their way up 
here, so hopefully they’ll be able to 
clean things up a bit.”

Heller told The Sheet that old, tall 
red fir trees are often prone to fall-
ing in high winds. “If they’re that tall, 
they’re either rotten on the inside or 
falling apart on the outside,” he said. 

DeGoey said that MLPD estimated 
wind speeds of approximately 20 mph 

in town. However, Mammoth Moun-
tain Ski Patrol reported gusts of over 70 
mph on Chair 1 at 8:00 a.m. Thursday 
morning. 

At 3 p.m. Thursday, all chairs on 
Mammoth Mountain were closed ex-
cept for Chair 11, due to wind.

Heller said that after a busy morn-
ing, the wind finally seemed to be 
subsiding. “I’m kind of hoping we’re 
out of the woods as far as more trees 
falling down,” he said. 
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Daily/
Mountain Tours at Mammoth 
Mountain. 10:15 a.m. daily. Lift ticket 
required. Leaves from Canyon and Main 
Lodges.

February 19-20/
Tamarack Cross Country Tours/
Naturalist Snowshoe Tours. Friday-
Sunday. Free. Depart Ski Center at 
10:30 a.m. Equipment not included. 
Call 760.934.2442 ext. 8 for reservation.
June Mountain Naturalist Tours. 
Friday-Sunday @ 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
Info: 760.934.0736. 
Mammoth Mountain Naturalist Tours. 
Friday-Sunday @ 10:30 a.m. Meet at 
the bottom of Goldrush near the Mill. 
Info: 760.934.0736. 

February 19-21/
Boeing Boeing at the Edison Theatre by 
MLRT. Thurs-Sat @ 7:00 p.m., Sun.@ 4 
p.m. Tickets: $20/$18/$10 online. $22 
at the door. Last showing Feb. 21. www.
mammothlakesrepertorytheatre.org.

February 20-21/
South Tufa walks @ 1:00 p.m. with the 
Mono Lake Committee. $3 per person 
federal fee area charge. 

Friday, February 19/
The Bishop Chamber, Inyo Council for 
the Arts and Playhouse 395 are hosting 
a fun get together and sneak-peak 
performance of Chicago at the ICA 
Theater, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Location:  ICA Theater, 137 S. Main
Farmer’s Market in Independence @ 
Mairs Market Parking Lot. 4:00 p.m. 

Saturday, February 20/
Independent Press Project Introduction 
to Letterpress Printing at 10 a.m. 
Call 760.873.3600 or bruce@
independentprojectpress.com.
Vin’s: One Man Art Show. 5-7 p.m. Lone 
Pine Chamber Courtyard.
Friends of the Inyo and BLM explore 
Volcanic Tablelands north of Bishop. 
Sapce is limited, more information or 
RSVP at casey@friendsoftheinyo.org or 
call 760.873.6500.
Pick-Up Hockey @ Mammoth Ice Rink. 
9-11 a.m. $10 per session. Co-Ed. Also 
Mondays 8-9:30 p.m. and Tuesdays 
7-9:30 p.m. 
Eastern Sierra Interpretive Association 
Snowshoe Tour @ 11 a.m. Call 
760.920.1163 for location and more info. 
Children’s Time @ Mammoth Visitor 
Center. Arts, crafts and stories. 2:00 p.m.
Woolly’s Parade @ the Village, 3:45-
4:30 p.m. ever Saturday. Cocoa, face 
painting, dance party and parade.
ESAS Winter Wildlife Field Trip. Meet @ 
Glacier View Campground in Big Pine. 
8 a.m.-12 p.m. For more information 
call Tom & Jo Heindel at 760-938-2764.
Beacon Basin Clinic. MMSA’s Ski 
Patrol team and ESAC free two-hour 
transceiver clinic in Beacon Basin at 
the bottom of St. Moritz on the skiers 
right. 9:30-11 a.m. Wednesdays also.
Manzanar Day of Remembrance. 2 
p.m. Manzanar Nat’l Histroic site, 9 
miles sotuh of Independence. 

Happy hour/
Outlaw Saloon. 4-7 p.m. daily and all 
night on Mondays
Roberto’s 4-6 p.m. Mon.-Thurs.
Austria Hof. 4-7 p.m. Sun.-Thurs.
Fri./Sat. 4-6, Taco Tuesday.
Whitebark Restaurant Bar & Lounge 
Unwind daily drink and food specials 
3-6 p.m. 
Clocktower Cellar happy hour 4-7 
p.m. daily and all day Sunday. $5 dollar 
menu items, drink specials. 
Happy hour @ Sushi Rei. 5-6 p.m. 
daily. Half off apps and all-you-can-eat 
sushi on Wednesdays.
Happy hour @ The Bistro at 
Snowcreek, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Mon.-Sat.
Mammoth Tavern happy hour 
Tuesday-Sunday 3:30-5 p.m. Closed 
Mondays.
Smokeyard weekend happy hour 4-6 
p.m. in the bar only, weekends 2-6 p.m. 
everywhere.
Side Door happy hour daily 3-6 p.m. 
with $12 crepe and panini specials. 
Mule Day Fridays @ Side Door, half-off 
Moscow Mules. 
Bottomless mimosas @ Side Door.  
Saturday and Sunday. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Mammoth’s famous, Slocums happy 
hour 4-6 p.m. 
Giovanni’s Happy Hour, daily 4-6 p.m. 
Large pizza and a pitcher of beer gets 
you free wings.
Sushi Rei happy hour 5-6 p.m. daily.
Lakanuki happy hour daily 3-6:00 
p.m. $4 margaritas, Mai Tais and food 
discounts.

February 19-20/
53 Kitchen and Cocktails presents The 
Luck, 8:30-11 p.m.
The Moves Collective plays at The 
Rafters. Doors open @ 9 p.m. 21 and 
over.
Pianist Joe Gray plays @ Lakefront 
Lounge 6:30-9:30 p.m. Free. Sunday 
also.

February 20-21/
Lakanuki presents DJ Lamont.

Monday, February 22/
Motion Mondays @ Lakanuki with 
Sounds by Josh Strauss. 
Open Mic at The Rafters, 9:30 p.m.

Tuesday, February 23/
Outlaw Saloon,  Taco Tuesdays, 4-10 
p.m.
Clocktower Cellar, $3 blackened Ahi 
tacos and drink specials.
Karaoke at The Rafters, 10 p.m.

Wednesday, February 24/
Wild Wing Wednesday @ Outlaw 
Saloon. Dine in. 50% off. 7-10 p.m. 
Western Whiskey Wednesdays @ 
Rafters. 10 p.m. Flannel shirts and 
boots encouraged.
Roberto’s Margarita Wednesday. All 
margaritas half-off all day.

Thursday, February 25/
Come to an open jam with the 
Mountain Jamblers at Mountain 
Rambler Brewery in Bishop. Starts 7:00 
p.m. Free. 
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Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 200 beers

LINCOLN AND WASHINGTON 
LOVED BEER. YOU SHOULD, TOO!

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

• Chicken & Beef Teriyaki
• Tempura • Tonkatsu • Sukiyaki
• Calamari • Sushi
• Full Service Cocktail Bar
   & Lounge

760-872-4801
Open at 5 p.m.

635 N. Main St. 
Bishop

25 years of experience

         japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar

TOWN STUFF

BUY AN AD NOW
Your ad here makes you $$$ 
        Know why?
        People read...

Call June 937.3967

CALENDAR PAGES SPONSORED BY:
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Minaret Cinemas                

The Big Short (R): Wall Street bankers bet against subprime loans. 

Deadpool (R): Marvel antihero in irreverent comic book movie.

                                Info: www.mammothlakesmovies.com/760.934.3131. 

Donations for auction

Donations are still being accepted 
for the 5th annual Eastern Sierra 
Community Auction. The Auction will 
be held from 6:30-8:45 p.m. on March 
12 at the First United Methodist Church 
Community Center, 205 N. Fowler St.  
This free evening of desserts, appetizers, 
door prizes and coffee will include a live 
auction and silent auction. Childcare is 
available with a reservation and credit 
cards will be accepted.

The proceeds from this event will 
help benefit United Methodist Church 
Social Services and this year a special 
donation of 10 percent of the proceeds 
will be donated to the National Wounded 
Warrior Center and Disabled Sports 
Eastern Sierra, Mammoth Lakes.  

For more information call 
760.872.7701, e-mail to office@
bishopumc.org or visit the website www.
bishopumc.org.

Crystal Geyser water quality 

There is a public meeting scheduled 
regarding the Crystal Geyser Roxane 
Water Quality Investigation at the 
Olancha Fire Station at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 2. All are welcome. 
Questions should be submitted in 
writing by Tuesday, February 23.

JL Loop Women's Club donations

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price 
of eligible AmazonSmile purchases to 
June Lake Loop Womens Club.

Inyo ballot box

There are a bevy of open seats to 
be placed on the June 6 ballot in Inyo 
County. The positions include Superior 
Court Judge, and Inyo County Supervi-
sors for District 2, 4 and 5. County Board 
of Education is looking to fill one Direc-
tor for Area II and one for Area IV. There 
are many open slots for the Republican 
County Central Committee, including 
five members for Supervisor District 
1, four for district 2, five for district 3, 
four for district 4 and five for district 5. 
For more information on filing and the 
rapidly approaching deadlines for candi-
dates go to http://elections.inyocounty.
us/.

ICARE celebrates twenty years

ICARE is an all-volunteer non-profit 
dedicated to helping Inyo and Mono 
County residents and their pets. 

Members have raised a total of over a 
half million dollars to fund 12,000 spay/
neuter surgeries for cats and dogs from 
Tecopa to Coleville.

Thanks to the support of pet lov-
ers throughout the Eastern Sierra and 
beyond, ICARE contributed over half 
the cost of the new $800,000 Big Pine 
animal shelter. The new facility opened 
in July 2015 and significantly increases 
the shelter’s capacity. Most importantly, 
it improves living conditions for the 

Sunday, February 21/
Eastside Writing Circle @ the 
Imagination Lab in Bishop. Location: 
621 West Line Street. Time: 1:30 p.m. 

February 22-25/
World Police & Fire Winter Games @ 
Mammoth Mountain. 8:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m. Open to active and retired law and 
fire service enforcement. No previous 
racing experience is needed. For more 
information, contact Mike Braun at 
mbraun@cpaf.org. 

Monday, February 22/
Full Moon Night Hike by ESIA meets 
@ 5:00 p.m. Excursion to Minaret Vista, 
snowshoes provided. For more info or to 
TSVP call 323.351.7541 or 760.920.1163 
Bishop City Council Meeting @ Bishop 
City Hall, 377 W. Line St. Starts 6 p.m. 
Eastern Sierra Community Choir meets 
6-8 p.m. E-mail Chris Lanane at
lanane.c@gmail.com
Plan Your Parks Meeting @ 6:00 p.m. in 
Suite Z, Mammoth. 
Tyler Durman, Motivational Speaker. 10 
-11 a.m. @ MMS Multi-Purpose Room. 
Parent Presentation: "Counterintuitive" 
at MHS Multi-Purpose Room. 6-7:15 
p.m. Related story, see p. 18

Tuesday, February 23/
Plan Your Parks Meeting @ 9:00 a.m. in 
Suite Z, Mammoth. 
Maker Space @ Mammoth Lakes Library 
2-5 p.m. Thursday also.
Chamber of Commerce Mixer @ 
Mammoth Lakes Welcome Center. 5-7 

AT THE MOVIES

TOWN STUFF
p.m. Sponsored by ESIA and catered by 
MHS Culinary Students. Members and 
guests of members, free.  Non-members 
$10. Call 760.924.5501 for more info. 

Wednesday, February 24/
Story Time @ Mammoth Lakes Library 
10:30 a.m. 
ESIA Snowshoe Tour, 11:00 a.m.-12:00 
p.m. Locations vary, call 760.920.1163.
New SKI8 Program @ Mammoth Ice 
Rink. Training for ski racing. Every 
Wednesday from 4:30-5:30 p.m. $10 per 
drop-in session.
ICA After School Art Classes @ Home 
St. on Wednesdays and at Pine St. 
on Thursdays. Free. 3:15-4:15 p.m. 
Interested students can sign up at their 
school office.

Thursday, February 25/
Friends of the Inyo Open House @ 819 
N. Barlow Lane, Bishop. 5-7:00 p.m. 
E-mail ben@friendsoftheinyo.org
Sierra Club XC Ski Outing. Meet @ 
Union Bank in Mammoth at 10 a.m. 
Contact Mike/Mary 805.217.5563 or 
marymikeshore@gmail.com
Board of Education Regular Meeting 
Open Session begins 6:00 p.m. in MHS 
Multi-Purpose Room.

Friday, February 26/
DC Hit & Run @ Mammoth Mountain 
8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. A unique 
snowboarding contest. Saturday also. 
Visit www.mammothmountain.com/
dc-hit-run-registration.
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resident homeless pets.
ICARE believes the humane answer 

to the pet overpopulation challenge is 
prevention through spaying and neuter-
ing all of our cats and dogs. ICARE funds 
low-cost spay/neuter surgeries for pet 
owners each year and has spent a total of 
$518,000 on 12,000 spay/neuter surger-
ies since 1998. Thanks to ICARE’s spay/
neuter funding, the total number of cats 
and dogs impounded (strays and owner 
turn-ins) have decreased by almost half 
(from 1,164 to 609 in 2015). For over 20 
years, ICARE photographed and promot-
ed the shelter animals and contributed 
to adoptions skyrocketing from just 82 
in 1996 to 334 in 2015 (a 400% increase!). 
But the number that really counts is the 
number of shelter dogs and cats that are 
euthanized each year. This figure has 
dropped from 970 in 1996 to just 49 in 
2015—a 95% reduction! 

Of course, none of this is possible 
without the incredible support of our 
faithful donors. If you’d like to learn 
more about ICARE, you may visit us 
online at: www.ICAREforPets.org. If you’d 
like to help animals, you may send your 
tax-deductible donation to: ICARE, P.O. 
Box 76, Bishop, CA 93515. Telephone: 
760-872-3802
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Notice of Default Notice of Default 
NOTICE OF DEFAULT AND ELECTION TO SELL
UNDER HOMEOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION LIEN

IMPORTANT NOTICE

If your property is in foreclosure because you are 
behind in your payments, it may be sold without any 
court action, and you may have the legal right to bring 
your account in good standing by paying all of your 
past due payments plus permitted costs and expenses 
within the time permitted by law for reinstatement 
of your account, which is normally five business days 
prior to the date set for the sale of your property. 
No sale date may be set until three months from the 
date this notice of default may be recorded (which date 
of recordation appears on this notice). 

This amount was $15,665.50 as of June 2, 2015, and has 
continued to increase thereafter until your account 
becomes current. While your property is in the 
collection process, you still must pay other obligations 
(such as insurance and taxes) required by your 
Conditions, Covenants, and Restrictions. 
If you fail to make future payments of assessments, 
pay the loan that is ahead of the Rainbow Villas 
Association’s (“Association”) loan, pay taxes on the 
property, provide insurance on the property, or pay 
other obligations as required in your Conditions, 
Covenants, and Restrictions, Association may insist 
that you do so in order to renstate your account in good 
standing. 
In addition, the Association may require as a condition 
to reinstatement that you provide reliable written 
evidence that you paid all senior liens, property taxes, 
and hazard insurance premiums. 

Upon your written request, the Association will give 
you a written itemization of the entire amount you 
must pay. You may not have to pay the entire unpaid 
portion of your account, even though full payment was 
demanded, but you must pay all amounts in default at 
the time payment is made. 

However, you and your Association may mutually agree 
in writing prior to the time the notice of sale is posted 
(which may not be earlier than the end of the three-
month period stated above) to, among other things, (1) 
provide additional time in which to cure the default by 
transfer of the property or otherwise; or (2) establish a 
schedule of payments in order to cure your default; or 
both (1) and (2).

Following the expiration of the time period referred 
to in the first paragraph of this notice, unless the 
obligation being foreclosed upon or a separate written 
agreement between you and your creditor permits 
a longer period, you have only the legal right to stop 
the sale of your property by paying the entire amount 
demanded by your creditor. 
To find out the amount you must pay, or to arrange for 
payment to stop the foreclosure, or if your property is 
in foreclosure for any other reason, contact:

Rainbow Villas Association
C/O LIEBERSBACH, MOHUN, CARNEY & REED
P.O. Box 3337
Mammoth Lakes, California 93546
(760) 934-4558

THIS NOTICE is given pursuant to the appropriate 
Civil Code Sections, and pursuant to that certain 
Notice of Delinquent Assessment originally recorded 
as Document No. 2015002538 on July 7, 2015 (the 
“Assessment Lien”) in the official records of the County 
of Mono, California.

The property against which the lien is imposed is 
described as:

A condominium composed of:

A)  An undivided 1/5th interest in Lot 1 of Tract No. 36-
109, in the Town of Mammoth Lakes, County of Mono, 
State of California, as per Map recorded in Book 9 Pages 
27  through 270 inclusive of Maps, in the office of the 
county recorder of said county**; and

B)  Unit 5 as shown and defined on the condominium 
plan referred to above.

** Except therefrom units 1 to 5 inclusive as shown 
and defined on the Rainbow Villas Condominium 
Plan recorded September 17, 1980 in Book 1 Pages 13 
through 13-B, inclusive of Condominium Plans, in the 
office of the county recorder of said county;

The record owner of the subject property according to 
the Mono County Recorder’s Office is:

Martha Ybanez, a single woman

If you have any questions, you should contact a 
lawyer or the Association which maintains the right of 
assessment upon your property.

Notwithstanding the fact that if you fail to pay all 
money lawfully due the Association, it may foreclose 
against your property, you may offer your property 
for sale, provided the sale is concluded prior to the 
conclusion of the foreclosure. Remember,

 YOU MAY LOSE LEGAL RIGHTS IF YOU DO NOT TAKE 
PROMPT ACTION.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT LIEBERSBACH, 

MOHUN, CARNEY & REED is the duly appointed 
Trustee and attorneys for the Association under the 
above referenced Assessment Lien recorded to secure 
assessment obligations in favor of the Association 
pursuant to the terms contained in that certain 
Declaration of Covenants, Conditions, Restrictions 
and Easements Establishing a Plan for Condominium 
Ownership, Rainbow Villas Condominium, Tract No. 36 
– 109, recorded on September 16, 1980, Book 304, pages 
282 et seq. in the official records of the County of Mono, 
and as amended from time to time (referred to herein 
as the “Declaration”) describing the land therein, that 
the beneficial interest under the Assessment Lien and 
the obligations secured by the Assessment Lien are 
presently held by the Association, that a breach of 
the obligations secured by the Assessment Lien has 
occurred in that the following payments have not been 
made: 

 REGULAR AND SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS, LESS 
CREDITS AND OFFSETS, PLUS LATE CHARGES, 
INTEREST, ASSOCIATION’S FEES AND COSTS, 
TRUSTEE’S FEES AND COSTS, AND ATTORNEYS’ FEES 
AND COSTS, and that the Association: (1) declares all 
sums secured by the Assessment  Lien immediately due 
and payable, and (2) elects to sell or cause to be sold 
the property described above to satisfy all obligations 
secured by the Assessment Lien

 TS #2016-0010

The Town of Mammoth Lakes (Town) is seeking a 
statement of qualifications from engineering teams 
(Consultant) to provide On Call, As Needed Civil 
Engineering Services. These services will be on 
an intermittent basis. The Town has the intention 
to select and contract with more than one (1) 
Consultant for the services herein. Consultant to 
provide services encompassed in creating plans, 
specifications and/or designs for projects such as 
road and parking lot construction, drainage projects, 
park and playground designs, and traffic designs. 

The purpose of this Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 
is to provide the Town with planning, specifications, 
estimates (PS&E), design and other related items 
when expedited services are needed. For each 
project for which services will be requested, the 
Town will issue a Task Order to one or more firms 
under the on call agreement and request a proposal. 
The term of the as needed, on call services 
contract(s) shall be for two (2) years. The contract(s) 
may be extended for one (1) year at a time, after the 
initial two (2) years, with written agreement of the 
Town and the Consultant. The contract(s) may be 
extended until a five (5) year period is complete. 
The Town supports the Disadvantaged Business 
Enterprise (DBE) program and encourages using 
disadvantaged firms when possible. The DBE 
program is intended to ensure a level playing field 
and provide equal opportunity. There is no DBE goal 
for participation in this RFQ. However, DBE goals 
will be given for the task orders if required.
 
A detailed Request for Qualifications may be 
downloaded from the Town Website at http://www.
ci.mammoth-lakes.ca.us/bids.aspx. Proposals need 
to be submitted to the Town by 4:00 PM on March 8, 
2016. For additional questions or concerns, please 
contact the following Town Staff: 

Sierra Shultz 
Engineering Assistant 
(760) 934-8989 ext. 282 
sshultz@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov 

TS #2016-0018

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that four terms of office will 
become vacant on the  Building Advisory Committee/
Board of Appeals. The terms of this office are four (4) 
years, expiring on April 1, 2020.  The Building Advisory 
Committee/Board of Appeals meets quarterly. 
Interested parties should file an application with the 
Town Clerk on or before Monday, February 29, 2016 
at 5:00 p.m. Application forms may be obtained at the 
Town Offices, Minaret Village Shopping Center; or by 
writing to P.O. Box 1609, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546; or 
by phoning 9348989, ext. 267; or by visiting the Town’s 
website at www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 

Dated: February 8, 2016
Jamie Gray, Town Clerk 

TS #2016-0017

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, March 
2, 2016, beginning at 6:00 p.m. and continuing until 
finished, at the Town Council Chambers, Suite Z 
within the Minaret Village Shopping Center, 437 Old 
Mammoth Road the Mammoth Lakes Town Council 
will hear an application request for the following:

Application Request: District Zoning Amendment 15-
001: Lodestar at Mammoth Master Plan Amendment 
to allow:
1. A reduction to the perimeter setback requirements 
for accessory structures on parcels within development 
area 2 that are adjacent to Meridian Blvd.  
2. Deletion of the text allowing a minimum building 
separation of 20 feet for Single-Unit residential 
structures in PUD subdivisions within development 
area 2. (DZA 12-002 amended the Lodestar Master Plan 
to allow a minimum building separation of 20 feet for 
all of development area 2, and therefore this language 
is duplicative and no longer necessary.)

CEQA Determination: Pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 
15164, an Addendum to the Lodestar at Mammoth 
Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 1991105212) 
has been prepared describing that no new or increased 
environmental impacts would result from the proposed 
project. 
Location: The subject property is located at 525 
Obsidian Place (Assessor’s Parcel Number: 033-370-
020-000).
Zoning: R, Resort within Development Area 2 of the 
Lodestar Master Plan
Proponent / Owner: Eric Fishburn/Mammoth Springs 
Resort, LLC 

All persons having an interest in the proposed 
application request may appear before the Town 
Council either in person or represented by counsel and 
present testimony or may, prior to said hearing, file 
with the Town Clerk written correspondence pertaining 
thereto. Pursuant to Government Code Section 
65009(b), if this matter is subsequently challenged in 
court, the challenge may be limited to only those issues 
raised at the public hearing described in this notice 
or in written correspondence delivered to the Town of 
Mammoth Lakes at, or prior to, the public hearing. For 
additional information, or to obtain a copy of the staff 
report which will be published no later than February 
26, 2016, contact Nolan Bobroff, Assistant Planner, at 
(760) 934-8989 Ext. 227. Facsimiles may be sent to (760) 
934-8608 or email at: nbobroff@townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov.

Mammoth Lakes Town Council
P.O. Box 1609
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 

TS #2016-0020

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, March 
2, 2016, beginning at 6:00 p.m. and continuing until 
finished, at the Town Council Chambers, Suite Z within 
the Minaret Village Shopping Center, 437 Old Mammoth 
Road the Mammoth Lakes Town Council will hear an 
application request for the following:

Application Request: District Zoning Amendment 16-
001: Lodestar at Mammoth Master Plan Amendment 
to allow:
1. A reduction to the perimeter setback requirements 
for accessory structures on parcels within Development 
Area 2 that are north and west of East Bear Lake Drive.  
2. A reduction to the front and side setback 
requirements for parcels (and reduced rear setbacks for 
interior parcels only) within Development Area 2 that 
are north and west of East Bear Lake Drive. 
3. Residential Single-Family height standards for parcels 
within Development Area 2 that are north and west of 
East Bear Lake Drive.   

CEQA Determination: Pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 
15164, an Addendum #3 to the Lodestar at Mammoth 
Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 1991105212) 
has been prepared describing that no new or increased 
environmental impacts would result from the proposed 
project 
Location: The subject property is located at 1001 and 
1501 East Bear Lake Drive (Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 
033-330-061-000 and 033-330-063-000).

Zoning: R, Resort within Development Area 2 of the 
Lodestar Master Plan

Proponent / Owner: John Hooper, Gray Bear, LLC

All persons having an interest in the proposed 
application request may appear before the Town 
Council either in person or represented by counsel and 
present testimony or may, prior to said hearing, file 
with the Town Clerk written correspondence pertaining 
thereto. Pursuant to Government Code Section 
65009(b), if this matter is subsequently challenged in 
court, the challenge may be limited to only those issues 
raised at the public hearing described in this notice 
or in written correspondence delivered to the Town of 
Mammoth Lakes at, or prior to, the public hearing. For 
additional information, or to obtain a copy of the staff 
report which will be published no later than February 
26, 2016, contact Ruth Traxler, Associate Planner, at 
(760) 934-8989 Ext. 233. Facsimiles may be sent to (760) 
934-8608 or email at: rtraxler@townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov. 
Mammoth Lakes Town Council
P.O. Box 1609
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

TS #2016-0021

ADOPTION AND APPROVAL OF (1) PROPOSED ORDER 
UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF CAL. HEALTH & SAFETY 
CODE SECTION 42316, (2) PROPOSED DISTRICT RULE 
433 FOR THE CONTROL OF PARTICULATE EMISSIONS 
AT OWENS LAKE, AND (3) PROPOSED FINAL 2016 
REVISION TO THE OWENS VALLEY PM10 PLANNING 
AREA DEMONSTRATION OF ATTAINMENT STATE 
IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on Wednesday, April 13, 
2016, the Governing Board of the Great Basin Unified 
Air Pollution Control District (GBUAPCD) will conduct a 
public hearing and consider for adoption and approval 
of (1) a proposed order authorized by California Health 
& Safety Code Section 42316 for the City of Los Angeles 
(City) to install, operate and maintain additional 
dust control measures on the Owens Lake bed, (2) 
a proposed District Rule 433 (Control of Particulate 
Emissions at Owens Lake), and (3) a proposed final 
2016 revision to the previously-adopted Owens Valley 
PM10 Planning Area Demonstration of Attainment 
State Implementation Plan (2016 SIP) (collectively 
“Board Actions”). The public hearing and the Governing 
Board’s consideration for adoption and approval of 
the Board Actions will occur at the District Governing 
Board’s regular meeting on Wednesday, April 13, 2016 
at 10:15 a.m. at the City of Los Angeles Department 
of Water and Power Administrative Building, Training 
Room 134A, 111 Sulfate Road, Keeler, California 93530. 
Other actions related to the Board Actions may also be 
taken at the meeting. Members of the public will have 
an opportunity to submit written comments or make 
oral statements at the public hearing on each of the 
proposed Board Actions. 

The GBUAPCD prepared the 2016 SIP for the control 
of fine dust emissions (PM10) in response to a finding 
by the United States Environmental Protection Agency 
(USEPA) that the Owens Valley Planning Area did 
not attain the 24-hour National Ambient Air Quality 
Standard (NAAQS) for PM10 as required by the 
federal Clean Air Act. The dried Owens Lake bed soils 
and crusts are a source of wind-blown dust during 
significant wind events and contribute to elevated 
concentrations of PM10.

The GBUAPCD has adopted a series of SIPs to address 
and control PM10. In 2008, the GBUAPCD approved 
the 2008 Revised State Implementation Plan for the 
Owens Valley Planning Area (2008 SIP), which was 
implemented through GBUAPCD Board Order #080128-
01. In 2011, a dispute arose between the GBUAPCD and 
the City regarding these requirements. On December 
30, 2014, the Sacramento Superior Court entered a 
Stipulated Judgment for the GBUAPCD in the case 
captioned City of Los Angeles v. California Air Resources 
Board, et al., Case No. 34-2013-80001451-CU-WM-GDS 
to resolve this dispute. Under the major provisions of 
this agreement, the City agreed to implement additional 
dust control measures on the lake bed (for a total of 48.6 
square miles) by December 31, 2017. The GBUAPCD 
may also order the City to implement dust control 
measures on up to 4.8 additional square miles of the 
lake bed if needed to meet the NAAQS or related state 
standards. The GBUAPCD agreed to revise the 2008 SIP 
by December 31, 2014 (later amended by agreement to 
April 15, 2016) to incorporate the relevant provisions 
of the Stipulated Judgment into a proposed 2016 SIP 
Order. 

GBUAPCD also proposes to adopt District Rule 
433 pursuant to California Health & Safety Code 
Section 41511.  The Rule includes the control 
elements of the 2016 SIP Order and will comprise the 
attainment strategy for the 2016 SIP to be submitted 
to the California Air Resources Board and the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency for their approval. 
The 2016 SIP contains the project location, history, air 
quality setting, emission inventory, control measures, 
air quality modeling, control strategy, and enabling 
legislation. The goal of the proposed Board Actions is 
to continue to reduce dust emissions from the dry lake 
bed to attain the 24-hour NAAQS for PM10 in 2017. A 
Notice of Determination will be prepared under the 
California Environmental Quality Act in connection 
with the proposed Board Actions based upon the 
Environmental Impact Report for the Owens Lake Dust 
Mitigation Program – Phase 9/10 Project (May 2015) 
(EIR) prepared by the City of Los Angeles Department of 
Water and Power.

Copies of the proposed order, District Rule 433, the 
2016 SIP and the EIR may be obtained from and will be 
available for public review at the GBUAPCD web-site 
www.gbuapcd.org, at the GBUAPCD office at 157 Short 
Street, Bishop, California, and at Inyo County Libraries 
in Independence, Big Pine, Bishop, Lone Pine, Death 
Valley and Tecopa, California. Written comments on 
these rule revisions should be sent to Phillip L Kiddoo, 
Air Pollution Control Officer, GBUAPCD, 157 Short 
Street, Bishop, CA  93514. Written comments received 
by 5:00 pm on March 18, 2016 will be included in the 
staff report sent to the Governing Board members.  Oral 
and written comments will also be taken at the meeting.  
For further information, contact the District’s Board 
Clerk, Tori DeHaven at (760) 872-8211.

GBUAPCD staff encourages those who have comments 
on the 2016 SIP to attend the meeting on April 13, 2016 
and submit written comments or make oral statements 
to the Governing Board prior to the Board Actions.
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Sierra Employment Services, Inc is hiring 
for the following positions

Bookkeeper $ DOE
Snow Shovelers $16-$20/hr

General Laborers $12-$15/hr
Front Desk Personal $12-$15/hr

Housekeepers $12-$15/hr

Call 760-924-0523 or 760-873-8599
 

See our full joblist online 
www.SierraEmployment.com

                                                                                                                                                  

 Grumpy’ s is hiring  experienced wait-
staff. Apply at Grumpy’s Restaurant.

Vacasa is hiring for a part-time Property 
Caretaker in Mammoth Lakes. $17/hr to 
start, growth opportunities, insurance, 
401k, PTO, smart phone. To apply please 
complete the application found at vacasa.
com/careers.

Stellar Brew is hiring for Food Prep and 
Line Cooks. Experience necessary. Fun 
working enviroment, great pay, awesome 
hours. We are looking to fill full time and 
part time positions. Apply in person or e-
mail resume to stellarbrew@gmail.com.

House keeping  position available at the 
Austria Hof Lodge. Call 760.934.2764 or 
drop off resume at 924 Canyon Blvd.

Help WantedHelp Wanted

Sierra Nevada Resort & Spa Has immedi-
ate openings for the following positions:

             
 PBX Operator (Part Time)
Massage Theapists and Estheticians 
            (Independent Contractors)
          Spa Receptionist- Part Time

Resumes and Applications accepted 
on-site at 164 Old Mammoth Road or call 
760.934.2515 to schedule an interview.

Great Basin Unified Air Pollution 
Control District  Administrative Projects 
Manager  Bishop Office (Full-Time , w/Ben-
efits). Initial Salary Range: $6,449-$7,110 
per month, DOQ. For more information 
and job application visit gbuapcd.org/em-
ployment or call 760.872.8211. Applications 
and materials for this position should be 
submitted to the Great Basin Unified Air 
Pollution Control District, 157 Short Street, 
Bishop, California, 93514. Initial review of 
required application materials will com-
mence February 5. Position will remain 
open until filled.

ACCOUNT MANAGER Full Time, for local 
established bookkeeping office. Competi-
tive pay with benefits. Accounting/book-
keeping experience preferred. Email resume 
to info@butnerhoaservices.com or mail to 
Butner Homeowner Assoc. Services, P.O. 
Box 1999, Mammoth Lakes, CA  93546.

Hotel seeking front desk agent. for a 
part-time position. Must be available to 
work nights; primarily 3:00 pm to 11:00 
pm shifts with occasional grave yard shifts. 
Must be able to work most weekends and 
available to work holidays. Must have great 
attitude and hospitality experience is a plus. 
Starting hourly ranges based on experience. 
Please deliver resume or application in per-
son or pick up application at Sierra Lodge 
located at 3540 Main Street or send to info@
sierralodge.com.

For Rent

Breakfast Servers   Rafters Restaurant & 
Lounge is seeking experienced Breakfast 
Servers. This is a part-time, year-round pos-
tion. Ability to work weekends and holidays 
is mandatory. Please complete an applica-
tion at 202 Old Mammoth Road or send re-
sumes to mm@thesierranevadaresort.com

PART TIME/FULL TIME HELP WANTED 
Busy law office seeking clerical support. We 
are looking for someone to join our team. 
The best candidate will have excellent 
communication skills including gram-
mar, writing and proofreading abilities; 
organizational abilities and ability to meet 
deadlines. Will train the right person. Do 
not hesitate to apply. Pay and benefits de-
pend on qualifications. Please fax resumes 
to (760)934-4063.

Ski Renter has an immediate opening for 
a full-time  retail ski associate .No experi-
ence necessary. Call Rob at 760.934.6560 or 
walk-in to store at the corner of Old Mam-
moth and Hwy 203. 

Norco 76 is hiring a mini-mart Manager.
Apply in person. 

Tonik is now Hiring Year around 
position(s). Stop by, pick up an application, 
drop a resume, meet the crew.

Mammoth Catholic Church: Half-time 
position for full-charge bookkeeper. Must 
be computer literate with knowledge of 
Excel mandatory, QuickBooks desired. Send 
resume to info@mammothcathlicchurch.
org  fax to 760.924.3571. 

Ski Renter has an immediate opening for 
a full-time  retail ski associate .No experi-
ence necessary. Call Rob at 760.934.6560 or 
walk-in to store at the corner of Old Mam-
moth and Hwy 203. 

Leasing opportunities available at Mina-
ret Village Shopping Center. Info: Michael 
O’Kelly at 760.934.6005.

House for Rent   3 bedroom,2.5 bath-
rooms. Attached garage. Spacious back pa-
tio. Located in Sunny Slopes directly across 
the Highway 395 from Tom’s Place. Unfur-
nished. Utilities not included. First and 
last month rent and references required. 
$2500.00 a month . If interested please call 
(760)935-4364 or (760)937-2089. 

Office Space  for Rent. Approx. 400 
square feet above Range and River Books 
on Main. $400/month. Contact Diane: 
(760)873-6882.

Though he no longer lives in Mam-
moth, the Eastern Sierra still claims 
Mebrahtom “Meb” Keflezighi as one 
of its own. Meb finished second in 
the Olympic Marathon Trials in Los 
Angeles on Feb. 13. At 41, he will be the 
oldest athlete from the U.S. to compete 
in an Olympic Marathon. 

Mammoth local and Olympic bronze 
medalist Deena Kastor, 43, was sadly 
sidelined just before last Saturday’s 
race due to a strained left glute. She 
and her husband, Mammoth Track 
Club Coach Andrew Kastor, cheered 
on their team racing to make the 2016 
Summer Olympic Games to be held in 
Rio de Janiero, Brazil. 

Feb. 13 was the hottest Olympic 
Marathon Trials on record, according 
to Runner’s World, with temperatures 
reaching 73 degrees during the race. 

The petition to recall June Lake 
Public Utility District (JLPUD) board 
member, Patti Heinrich fell short of the 
required number of signatures and will 
not be on the November ballot. The 
recall was initiated by Vikki Bauer, June 
Lake resident and former Mono County 
Supervisor. Bauer told The Sheet she 
didn’t want to coerce anyone to gather 
the last 15 signatures and she didn’t 
want the community to fight with each 
other until November. She’d rather have 
people talk about the JLPUD than the 
perceived battle between Bauer and 
Heinrich. 

But, she said she had achieved what 
she was after – more public interest in 
the JLPUD and scrutiny of the board. 
“People who didn’t want anything to 
do with the recall are showing up at 
the (JLPUD) meetings,” she said. “Six 
months ago, nobody knew the PUD 
was ours.” Now people are recognizing 
their ownership, she said, and more 
people are showing up at the board 
meetings. The board is learning, too, 
brushing up on the Brown Act and 
how to be more transparent, Bauer 
explained.

Help Wanted

The Town is accepting applications for 
part-time, School Crossing Guards during 
the school year.  Position starts immedi-
ately. $ $18.55/hour. Visit the Town’s website 
for details: www.townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov. Position is open until filled.

The Town is accepting applications 
for full-time, Temporary Snow Removal 
Operators for the winter months. $18.55 to 
$22.55 hourly salary range. Position starts 
immediately. Visit the Town’s website for 
details: www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 
Open Until Filled.

The Town is looking for a Lateral Police 
Officer. He or she must not only be team-
oriented, but committed to the future 
direction of department and community. 
Must be flexible and have good interper-
sonal skills with co-workers and citizens. 
Integrity and outstanding moral character 
is a must. Must be willing to work irregular 
hours, rotating shifts, weekends, holidays, 
special events and on-call. Must be US citi-
zens, 21 years of age or older, and possess 
a high school diploma or GED. One year of 
continuous law enforcement experience 
is required and applicant must possess or 
have the ability to obtain a Basic POST cer-
tificate. Spanish language skills are highly 
desirable. Full description at www.townof-
mammothlakes.ca.gov. Applications due by 
Tuesday, March 8.

The Town is also accepting applications 
for a Finance Director, Aquatic Site Coordi-
nator and Asst. Aquatic site Coordinator ... 
for more, visit www.townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov.  

Order To Show Cause For 
Change of Name

Present Name:
Ivonne Baker

Proposed Name:
Ivonne Garcia

Petitioner: 
Ivonne Baker
P.O. Box3507
Mammoth Lakes,Ca. 93456

Notice of Hearing:
June 2, 2016, 9:30 a.m.
Superior Court of California, County of 
MONO, 100 Thompsons Way, Mammoth 
Lakes, CA 93546

This statement was filed with the 
Superior Court of California, Mono County 
on February 08, 2016.          
Case Number CV160010
2016-0023 (2/20, 2/27 3/5, 3/12)



By James

At Tuesday’s Inyo County Board 
of Supervisors meeting, the 
supervisors were presented with 

recommendations from the Inyo Water 
Commission concerning the McNally 
Ponds Enhancement/Mitigation 
Project, new well construction, and 
modifications to the boundaries of the 
Owens Valley Groundwater Basin.

The Water Commissioners 
recommends that the Board make 
the McNally Ponds and Pasture 
Enhancement/Mitigation Project a 
priority because it represents one of 
a group of unmet CEQA and Long 
Term Water Agreement obligations of 
the Los Angeles Department of Water 
and Power. The Project is supposed 
to mitigate for damage caused by 
LADWP’s groundwater management 
practices.

Another recommendation of the 
Water Commission was that the Board 
not permit any new LADWP wells until 
existing obligations under the Long 
Term Water Agreement (LTWA) have 
been met. This has become a greater 
sticking point over time, especially 
as the result of the past four years of 
drought. 

The Water Commissioners feel that 
there is solid ground for the supervisors 
to take a harder line against LADWP. As 
stated by the Commission, “Los Angeles 
receives reliable water, but Inyo County 
receives incomplete or inadequate 
mitigation for past damages,” noting 
that “Baseline conditions in many 
areas of the Owens Valley continue to 
decline.”

Finally, the Water Commission 
recommended that the Board approve 
revisions to the boundary of the Owens 
Valley Groundwater Basin for the 
Sustainable Groundwater Management 
Act as recommended by staff. 
Water Department Director Dr. Bob 
Harrington said that it would be best to 
base it on hydrogeological analysis. 

What was most interesting about 
Tuesday’s meeting was that it is clear 
that both the Water Commission and 
the Board of Supervisors are preparing 
to take a stand against what is perceived 
as decades’ long inaction by LADWP 
in meeting its obligations under 
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the LTWA to adequately address the 
damage caused by its past groundwater 
pumping going back many decades. 

One of the best examples is the 
300-hundred acre revegetation site of 
lost meadow grasses in the Five Bridges 
area, which is located north of Bishop. 
Attempts to restore native plant species 
such as meadow grasses, which require 
a high water table to survive, have 
largely proven a failure and there are 
sizable swaths of brown areas instead 
of the thriving vegetation that used to 
be there before LADWP’s groundwater 
pumping in the late-1980s.

Last Wednesday several dozen 
interested Inyo County water 
proponents took a tour of the area 
hosted as an educational outing by the 
Inyo Water Commission and the Inyo 
County Water Department. Three of the 
County Supervisors joined in on the 
educational outing. 

Twenty-eight years ago the water 
table had dropped significantly after 
just a year-and-a-half of groundwater 
pumping by LADWP. The wells (W385 
and W386) were used to dewater the 
gravel pits in the area and the water 
was then sent through the aqueduct. It 
devastated the native vegetation. The 
promised mitigation of the ecological 
damage created by the pumping simply 
has never worked. Now LADWP wants 
to reactivate and begin testing the two 
reactivated wells to only access the 
deep aquifer (350-500 feet). They also 
agreed that they would do another 
California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) analysis to determine the 
impacts the pumping might have on the 
already severely damaged vegetation.

According to Inyo County, the wells 
were “permanently shut down.” Not 
surprisingly, LADWP does not agree.

LADWP released a new draft plan 
for Five Bridges last month which 
includes new ideas to spread water 
more efficiently and native seed in 
areas with low coverage. Invasive 
species is another problem area, so 
weed eradication is also important. The 
problem is, even if a “magic bullet” is 
found, it will take decades to reestablish 
the conditions that used to exist in the 
area.

Increasingly, as seen by comments 
at the Tuesday Board of Supervisors 
meeting, many involved in the ongoing 
disputes between Inyo County and 
LADWP are beginning to question 
whether the LTWA is effective. They 
wonder if water management that 
serves both the needs of Los Angeles 
and the local environment might 
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INYO SUPES MAY TAKE HARDER LINE WITH LADWP 
be better served by scrapping or 
renegotiating the Agreement. On the 
other hand, you have to wonder: Is it 
the LTWA that is the problem—or are 
the people who are expected to work 
together simply not doing so?

This Monday, speaker and 
educator Tyler Durman will 
address the parents of Mammoth 

Lakes Unified School District and the 
Eastern Sierra Unified School District 
about that common scourge known 
as the teenager. Durman will speak 
at 6 p.m. at Mammoth High School 
Multipurpose Room in an event that 
is geared toward parents and open to 
the public. Durman is the author of the 
book “Counterintuitive: What 4 Million 
Teenagers Wish We Knew,”. 

In his talks for educators and parents, 
Durman cuts to the chase on tough 
topics. He claims that, “Child-centered 
homes are not good for anyone- they’re 
not good for the child, they’re not good 
for the parents, they’re not good for 
the school.” His talks for teenagers 
use comedy and storytelling to engage 
young listeners about their aspirations, 
managing relationships, and bullying. 

The series is being coordinated 
and funded by student members of 
the Mammoth Lakes Rotary Club’s 
leadership and community service 
group, Interact. According to Joanne 
Hunt, Interact’s coordinator, Durman 
was selected by the students. It’s also 
not his first speaking gig in Mammoth. 
“Two years ago, we had 200 parents in 
attendance. We’re hoping for even more 
participation this year,” said Hunt. 

When asked why students would 
support a speaker whose message 
is also aimed at their parents and 
educators, Hunt cited their dedication 
to community service. “By participating 
in this process, students get to practice 
fundraising, community outreach and 
leadership.” She didn’t think students 

felt that their school district was 
especially problematic. Instead, they 
chose Durman because he engages 
both adults and kids on issues they 
may or may not want to talk about 
together. Durman is scheduled to speak 
to Mammoth School District Students 
as well as students from the Eastern 
Sierra Unified School District during the 
regular school day.  

The student members of Interact 
are trying to raise $3,400 to cover 
the cost of the lecture series. There 
will be a raffle drawing at Monday 
evening’s event. Local restaurants The 
Smokeyard, The Westin, and Z-Pizza 
have sponsored meals as prizes. Tickets 
can be purchased through The Interact 
Club and through Joanne Hunt. The 
6PM talk and raffle drawing are open to 
all community members, but Durman’s 
speech will be geared towards parents 
of teenagers and young adults.

DOES YOUR TEENAGER FLUMMOX YOU? 
COME HEAR TYLER DURMAN ON MONDAY  
By Abagael Giles 

Tyler Durman.



By Barry Casselman
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THE FIELD THINS

As my readers know, I have been 
very reluctant to make predic-
tions about the unusual 2016 

presidential race.
I did not see Donald Trump com-

ing at the beginning of the cycle, nor 
did I see Bernie Sanders amazing 
rise.

I did predict very early, however, 
that Hillary Clinton, then a prohibi-
tive favorite for her party’s nomina-
tion, might well fail again.

We have now gone through the 
first two voting events of 2016, the 
Iowa caucuses and the New Hamp-
shire primary. The Democratic field, 
originally five candidates, has nar-
rowed to two. The Republican field, 
originally seventeen candidates, is 
down to six.

This coming Saturday, the Demo-
cratic caucus in Nevada, once 
thought to be a sure thing for Mrs. 
Clinton, might mark the beginning of 
the end of her campaign. Her fire-
walls of super-delegates and of black 
voters seem to be crumbling. On the 
other hand, it might be too soon to 
count her out. It will take the results 
of a few more caucuses and prima-
ries before any pronouncements can 
be credibly made.

Turning to the Republican field, 
however, it would seem the still 
relatively large field of six candidates 
is about to be narrowed possibly to 
three.

Nevada and South Carolina results 
need yet to be counted and evaluat-
ed, but it would appear that the three 
GOP finalists will be Donald Trump, 
Ted Cruz and Marco Rubio.

There is growing evidence that 
most of the supporters of Ben Car-
son, Jeb Bush and John Kasich would 
go to Mr. Rubio if their preferred 
candidates withdrew. Mr. Carson and 
Mr. Kasich do not appear to have the 
appeal or the national organization 
to keep going if they trail in the re-
sults in  Nevada and South Carolina. 

More importantly, the GOP base, 
faced with Donald Trump’s contin-
ued lead, will likely unite behind a 
single candidate. Mr. Trump is likely 
to keep going, and Mr. Cruz has both 
the funds and organization to remain 
inthe race indefinitely. 

Both of the latter appeal as “outsid-
ers” (as does Mr. Carson). Mr. Bush 
has both the money and the organi-
zation to continue, but if he does not 
surprise in South Carolina (where his 
family continues to be very popular), 

it will be difficult for him to justify 
staying in the race.

Mr. Kasich has been impressive in 
his race so far, and would bean odds-
on favorite to the GOP vice presiden-
tial choice if he were willing to accept 
second place on the ticket. A Rubio-
Kasich Republican ticket, many feel, 
would be very difficult to defeat next 
November.

Marco Rubio had a bad debate in 
New Hampshire. When he did poorly 
in that state’s primary voting, he im-
mediately blamed himself, and then 
made a strong recovery in the next 
debate. There is little doubt about 
his political talent. His youth was a 
potential liability, but this is a cycle 
when a fresh face seems to  be what 
the voters want. Should he team up 
with Mr. Kasich,  it could present 
the voters with a clear choice when 
it faces a presumably aging Demo-
cratic nominee (Mr. Sanders is 74; 
Mrs. Clinton is 69; Joe Biden in 73). 
Most importantly, Mr. Rubio seems 
so far to be the most likely candidate 
to appeal to  independent voters in 
November. These will be the voters 
who determine who will be the next 
president of the Untied States.

None of the intimations I have 
made above are yet written in stone. 
Surprises could happen. The GOP 
contest could go all the way to its 
convention in July. But the forces of 
political gravity, like the green plant 
shoots that will appear soon in the 
coming  spring, are beginning to 
poke themselves into this most un-
usual  and unpredictable presidential 
election season.

Barry Casselman is a nationally 
syndicated columnist who has been 
covering presidential politics since 
1972. Find more of his stuff online at 
www.barrycasselman.com.  
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MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN SKI AREA
MARCH 18–20, 2016

For more information and to register 
visit MammothBiathlon.org

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
FRIDAY, MARCH 18  Biathlon Clinics

SATURDAY, MARCH 19 Junior, Beginner, Adult,   
    Family + Wounded 
    Warrior Races

SUNDAY, MARCH 20  Elite, Intermediate/
    Advanced Adult + 
    Senior Races
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