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“WHO
NAMED IT THE ARSENIC POND?” EARTH TO SKY STUDENTS
Olancha (Olancha!) turns out en masse for Crystal Geyser hearing

TAKE OFF FOR INDONESIA

By Bo d ine

N

o one knows why
Crystal Geyser Roxanne didn’t get a
permit to dispose of arsenic
into an un-lined pond, or why
no one caught the arsenic
seeping out of the pond and
into the soil and groundwater,
or what exactly is going to be
done about it. This was the
biggest take away from the
Wednesday, March 2 meeting
held in Olancha to discuss
the contamination and what
steps Roxanne, Inyo County
and Lahontan Regional Water
Quality Control Board are
doing about the problem. The
meeting drew a big crowd,
nearly 100. Not bad for a community of about 300.
Wednesday’s meeting was
the first time the contamination has been addressed
since first discovered in 2013,
violations were handed down
by Lahontan in May 2015.
The disposal ponds, used
as a trash can for materials leeched out of the spring
water before bottling, are not
licensed by Lahontan, nor are
they constructed sufficiently
enough to handle the toxic
material being dumped in
them. Lahontan has been
conducting a three phase
investigation. According to
Scott Ferguson, chief watershed officer at Lahontan,
Roxanne is complying with
the investigation.
The violations were discovered by Marvin Moskowitz,
Inyo County Environmental

Tom’s of Sierra City
/p. 18/

By Re a

F

Mark Grivetti commiserates with Crystal Geyser COO Page Beykpour
various agencies in 2003
Health Director. He said he
including the Food and Drug
came across the ponds, saw
Administration. “There were
the leaks, and when he found
levels of approval.”
there were no permits, “I was
Mark Grivetti, Senior
appalled.” Moskowitz said he
Hydrologist for Geosyntec,
notified Lahontan and may
a third party firm to examhave initiated the investigaine the hydrogeology of the
tion.
aquifer, said there is evidence
He said he looked for who
to prove that the pond is a
“dropped the ball” on the
source of contamination.
permits, but couldn’t find a
Arsenic concentrations of 636
culprit. However, Inyo and
parts per billion (ppb) have
Roxanne are both culpable.
been detected around the
“Who should have caught
pond site. The drinking water
it?” Sandy McDougal asked.
standard by Lahontan is 10
Inyo County Planning Direcppb.
tor Josh Hart said it was not
The pond is no longer in use
yet clear to him. He said it’s
hard to figure out what exactly and arsenic is being shipped
happened and it may never be for disposal off site. There was
some chuckling when someknown.
one yelled, “Who named it the
Page Beykpour, Roxanne’s
arsenic pond?”
Chief Operating Officer told
the crowd it had obtained
see ARSENIC, page 6
approval for the ponds from

Kilgore was here
/p. 11/

Barbarian at the
Yates

or the past several years at
Dr. Tony Phillips’ property in Aspendell, a group
of young scientists have been
exploring the stratosphere, and
four of them are preparing to
travel across the globe to test
equipment for their greatest
project yet.
Students of Earth to Sky Calculus, headed by astronomer
Dr. Phillips, will be traveling to
Belitung Island in Indonesia
to observe the world’s only full
total eclipse of the sun of 2016.
The purpose of their trip, which
departs on Friday, March 4 from
Los Angeles, is to test camera
equipment in preparation for
the full eclipse over the United
States on August 21, 2017,
during which they will launch
a dozen stratospheric helium
balloons to capture video as
the eclipse passes across the
continent.
“We hope to take the footage
from all twelve balloons and put

see EARTH TO SKY, page 8

Ferris Molina, Mia Yarborough and Joe Harvey

Parcel tax renewal
/p. 7/

it together and create a unique
movie which shows what it
looks like as the shadow of the
moon sweeps across an entire
continent from coast to coast,”
said Dr. Phillips. “And nobody’s
ever done anything like that
before.”
Joe Harvey, Mia Yarborough,
Ginger Perez and Aaron Lamb
are all either current or former
Bishop High School students
who became involved with
Earth to Sky during their time
at Bishop High. They will be
accompanied to Indonesia by
Harvey’s mother, Bishop attorney Dana Crom.
Harvey said he became
involved in Earth to Sky when
one of his friends asked him up
to Aspendell to launch a balloon—and the rest was history.
The group attaches “payloads”
to their balloons (larger versions of weather balloons)
and sends them to the edge
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About a year ago, as the local discussion about the possible legalization of single family home rentals was heating up, June Simpkins (then
not affiliated with this newspaper) was surfing Facebook and saw a post
on Cleland Hoff’s page related to the Mammoth Neighborhoods group
and it’s notice of intent to circulate a petition - what ultimately became
Measure Z.
June, who said she normally just observes on Facebook and rarely
engages, actually did engage on this occasion, posting something to the
effect of, “Fantastic. I’m excited to vote on this.”
A woman whom she says she did not know and still does not know
(turns out it was Ruth Harrell) tried to engage her. Ruth and Warren
Harrell are familiar to many in this community. They currently live in
Mammoth full-time and have previously lived in Mammoth full-time.
They have owned their residence on Pinecliff for the past 15 years or so.
But at the time, they were renting their home out and their primary
residence was located in Costa Mesa.
Via Facebook, Simpkins told Ruth Harrell it was illegal for her to vote
in Mammoth if it were not her primary residence. The Harrells disagreed. As Ruth Harrell said this week, “We completely thought we were
within our rights [to vote here],” she said, noting that the couple owns
property here and is not registered to vote in any other location.
However, it turns out Simpkins was right. According to the law, you
must vote at your place of primary residence, typically denoted by
where one takes their property tax exemption, or where they register for
their driver’s license.
The case was ultimately settled before the case went to trial. Each
Harrell was fined $250 and sentenced to 10 hours of community service
apiece.
Both openly wondered why District Attorney Tim Kendall decided to
prosecute their cases as felonies, so we posed that question to Mr. Kendall this week. His response, via email:
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“Due to the seriousness of voter fraud it has always been a policy to
file these types of cases as felonies unless there are circumstances that
justify otherwise. Further, in this case there were two elections that the
above voted in and one of those elections occurred after our office had
contacted them and advised them about our initial investigation and
concern over them voting the first time.”
Indeed, despite the cases against them - Ruth Harrell said in her case
there was a warrant out for her arrest that she wasn’t even informed
about - Mono County still dutifully mailed out absentee ballots to both
for the Measure Z special election, and both voted. Alas, the final outcome was unaffected by their two votes.
The Harrells have since moved back to Mammoth full-time.
At Mammoth Lakes Town Council Wednesday, the most lively discussion concerned the proposed Outdoor Performing Arts Venue.
With Sam’s Woodsite perennially on the market, there is pressure for
the Town to come up with both short- and long-term alternatives for
hosting events like Bluesapalooza which have a capacity of between
5,000 and 7,000.
Short-term, Mammoth Lakes Recreation Exec. Director Rich Boccia
said the top-three sites would be the Snow Pit area off Old Mammoth
Road, Canyon Lodge and Sam’s Woodsite, if some sort of 3-5 year lease
could be arranged.
Long-term sites were identified as Mammoth Creek Park East, Mammoth Lakes Foundation property off Meridian and the Snow Pit.
Each site obviously has its shortcomings. As one person remarked,
see EDITORIAL, page 10
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LETTERS
More, not less, guns in school
Dear Editor:
As a substitute teacher in the Inyo
County School District I would like to
address the recent controversy over
allowing guns in our schools. In no
particular order, I am a gun owner
(.22 rifle), teacher (substitute), and
father of baby girl (2 years) who I
hope will one day attend one of our
venerated schools. I would welcome
the esteemed board’s decision to allow
not only concealed weapons but also
open carry of firearms on campus for
everyone including teachers and even
students who have demonstrated
firearm safety.
With a concealed firearm at my
side I would no doubt command
the respect I deserve as a substitute
teacher. I don’t need to tell you that the
children of this country unduly take
advantage of teachers and substitutes
alike. They will seek and destroy a
teacher’s weakness like a 30 ought 6
from 300 yards. Being able to carry a
gun while I teach these miscreants the
Common Core would go a long way to
earning their respect and the respect of
the gun-carrying community.
Let me give you some real-world,

classroom examples. Some win/win
scenarios of how guns in our local
schools could benefit all of us, even
roofing contractors.
Let me explain: Say I’m trying to
quiet the kiddies down after recess.
Instead of counting down from five or
saying “hocus Pocus, let’s all focus,” I
will instead have the authority, granted
by this esteemed school board, to
shoot my firearm into the ceiling as a
warning shot. Of course I’ll only do this
if my nerves are frayed.
This will not only get their full,
undivided attention, but it will also
create an economic boon for fully
bonded roofers in this land of little rain
where a roof can last a lifetime.
And if parents are allowed to bring
guns to schools then it’s only fair that
teachers should be armed as well.
Teachers will be less intimidated to
tell pubescent Pauli’s pistol-packing
parents that he does mostly thirdgrade work when he should be in
sixth-grade. Because as long as you can
flash your 45 caliber “make-my-day
edition” as you sit down for a serious,
but friendly chat, you will have the
confidence to be honest with them
without fear of a hastily executed
deadly-force reprisal.
Not to say I’m against parents
bringing small caliber weapons to

their children’s school instead of a 45. I
wholly agree with Board Member Tina
Orill, who Sierra Wave Media reported,
saying, “…she (Orill) was concerned
about the inconvenience for parents
with concealed weapon permits having
to leave their weapons at home when
they dropped their kids off at school.
Orill said, “I’m not ready to make an
informed decision.”
“Inconvenience.” Totally get it. That
reason alone is enough to make an
informed decision. As a teacher, I
am often late to class in the morning
because I forgot to unholster my pistol
before leaving for school.
Another school board trustee was
also quoted in the article, saying,
“school staff should not carry weapons
on campus, but the properly permitted
public could.”
Hold on there. As a teacher and gun
owner I take generous issue with this.
Not only is it unfair, but I would like
him to point out one example where a
teacher had a pen and the gut-toting
parents had a sword. Does the pen
win? No. Does the sword? No.
The gun wins.
There’s too much teacher burnout
in our school system. Our educational
mortal coil is already ragged. Arming
us will at least allow us to continue our

sanctified profession with dignity and
a little less fear of being shot at.
So when I heard Bishop resident Erik
Leitch, who was also quoted at the
meeting, paraphrase the Communist
Russian short story stylist Anton
Chekhov, my hackles heaved a little.
“If a gun appears in chapter one of a
novel, it has to be shot.”
Really Mr. Leitch? We read novels
and short stories all the time in school
and I look forward to the day when
I can bring much-added reality and
foreshadowing to manly literature like
Tolstoy and Dostoevsky with the help
of a loaded gun. Not one student will
fall asleep in my class, I can guarantee
that, unless we’re forced to read
Chekhov’s “The Lady With the Dog”
which for your edification does not
have a bloody gun in it. Yawn.
And in closing, let us never forget
the great sacrifice of Norman Clyde
who gave to the Inyo County School
District for 12 years. He was a hero
and an Eastern Sierra treasure. Not
only did a he claim more first ascents
in the High Sierra than Muir or Moses,
but he was also a top notch, crack shot
educator. Clyde was the principle of
Independence High School in 1928
before being fired by a misinformed

see LETTERS, page 17
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NO REWARD FOR WILLIAM

Mono Sheriff’s deputies defuse armed encounter
By Bo d ine

M

ono County Sheriff’s deputies
responded to a call of trespassing on Thursday, February
25. The incident quickly turned into
an armed standoff with a transient
named William Ward, a man with a BB
gun who cops say hoped to convince
or persuade law enforcement to shoot
him (otherwise known as suicide by
cop).
Mono County Sheriff’s Deputies
responded to Adobe Ranch Road, south
of Highway 120 near Benton, to investigate a report of a squatter in a vacant
cabin.
When Deputies arrived at the cabin
looking for Ward, he came barreling
down a side road in a sport-utility
vehicle toward the deputies. According
to the police report, one deputy used
his vehicle to block the road, but Ward
sped up and rammed the deputy’s
service vehicle, a Ford Explorer. A
chase ensued between two deputies,
a sergeant and Ward. Ward eventually
retreated to the cabin and barricaded
himself inside.
The pursuing deputies took cover
and called for back-up from Inyo and
Mono counties as well as Caltrans and
paramedics. Ward reportedly stepped
out of the cabin armed with a knife and
rifle screaming at the cops that they’d
have to kill him.
Ward fired pellets at the deputy’s
vehicles and the Interagency Tactical
Team, made up of law enforcement
from Inyo and Mono counties. Bishop
Police Department’s armored car, a
retired Brinks truck, was on scene, too.
Deputies had no way of knowing the
subject was toting a BB gun or of Ward’s
history, and took every precaution.
After a little digging by Mono County
dispatch, law enforcement became
aware of Ward’s criminal past; he had
been to prison twice for weaponsrelated offenses.
Six cans of tear gas were lobbed into
the cabin to try and smoke him out,
but he didn’t budge. The tactical team
eventually stormed the house and
apprehended Ward without injury or
incident.
The subject asked deputies why
they didn’t kill him when they had the
chance.
Mono County Under-Sheriff Michael
Moriarty said he was proud of the
restraint his deputies shown.
“There were several opportunities
where a greater level of force could
have been warranted,” Mono County
Sheriff, Ingrid Braun said in an email to
The Sheet. “Fortunately for Mr. Ward,
and despite his best efforts to have a

William Ward
different outcome, it ended with no
one getting hurt.”
“Those are the kind of deputies we
want to hire,” said Moriarty.
“The professionalism and cooperation was amazing, and I am honored to
be part of this team,” Braun added.
The day was not stacked in Ward’s
favor. Braun explained the tactical team
happened to be having training that
day and were all already dressed and
ready to go when the call came. A total
of nine local agencies assisted either on
scene or in the apprehension of Ward.
Ward was charged with five felonies.

I 5

MUF DIVES INTO MBC CELLAR

By Rea

T

he Mammoth Lakes Recreation
Department held a “Plan Your
Park” forum at Mammoth Brewing
Company on Wednesday, March 2 to
get input from local hockey enthusiasts
on what they’d like to see in terms
of amenities and programming for
the proposed Multi-Use Facility at
Mammoth Creek Park West.
Recreation Commissioners Betsy
Truax and Sean Turner, as well as
Recreation Manager Stuart Brown, set up
mini workshops in the cellar at MBC and
offered discounted food and beers for
the attendees. They also had a hockey
game on television.
“The community center is not
coming at the same time [as the MUF],”
Turner said at the gathering, noting
that the proposed ribbon-cutting for
the MUF is “just over 18 months away.
Pretty ambitious. We the Recreation
Commission are holding Grady [Dutton,
Public Works Director] to it. Yes, the
funding is still in question but that’s
why we’re going only for what we can
accomplish.”
Funding for the MUF alone is still
an issue. Mammoth’s Town Council
has already approved transferring

$200,000 from other sources to fund the
preliminary design and environmental
impact studies for the proposed site.
Neighbors have threatened to sue over
the project.
“We know we’re probably going to get
sued,” Recreation Manager Stuart Brown
acknowledged, saying that was why the
Town’s environmental impact study had
to be bulletproof. Brown also said that
the proposed community center “might
be built at the same time,” and that “it’s
going to be built with the same roof on
it” as the MUF.
The Mammoth hockey players wrote
down ideas for what they’d like to see in
the new facility, though some expressed
disappointment about the current state
of the ice rink, which closed for the
season on Feb. 22, according to Brown.
“Half the reason I moved here is
because I heard they had a hockey
rink,” said Slade Barbosa, who moved
from Los Angeles to work in Mammoth.
Barbosa said he’s only had 10 days
skating between working holiday hours,
storms and too much sun for the rink to
operate.
“I’ve never skated on such a hillbilly
rink in my life,” said Bill Van Kampen.

WINTER HAPPY HOUR
*4:00 - 6:00 Daily*

DINING ROOM
Opens at 5:00

We Seat on a Walk-in Basis
No Reservations

Visit www.slocums.com for Menus

3221 Main St. Mammoth * 760-934-7647
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MUSD SEEKS TAX RENEWAL

continued from page 1
Roxanne CEO Ronan Papillaud was
not amused, “Remember what kind
of business we’re in. Do you think we
would be that stupid? I rest my case.”
Ferguson said discussions of mitigation or even disposal of contaminated
soil will be brought to the table once
the third phase of its investigation
is complete and a there’s a better
understanding of the problem. Inyo is
awaiting the results to determine its
responsibility in the matter.
“If the question is timing,” said Robert Bowcock, water resources investigator for Cartago Mutual Water Company,
“I’ll be dead by the time it gets cleaned
up.”
Several people asked why the plant
isn’t shuttered. Lahontan does not
have the power to shut down a violator, Hart explained. He said closing the
plant may impede the investigation
and would put people out of work. He
added that tax revenue from Roxanne,
the third highest property tax payer in
Inyo County, has no bearing on any
decisions made by Inyo.
Olancha sculptor, Jael Hoffman asked
if the water was safe to drink. Grivetti
explained the groundwater is flowing to
the east and not north toward Cartago.
Roxanne said it would sample the
Cartago Company wells for contaminates and Inyo said it would check any
private owner’s well free of charge.
Kathy Bancroft representing the
Lone Pine Paiute Tribe said she visits
the plant site nearly every day, “I’ve
seen so much out there… .” Bancroft
was worried about the arsenic and the
other carcinogens the plant disposes of
or uses in its manufacturing of plastic
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bottles. She recommended the county
investiagate the cause for what she
claims is a rise in miscarriages in the
area.
Beykpour addressed the crowd saying he thought Roxanne was working
diligently to resolve the problem, then
threw a jab, “How many residents know
the (Cartago) company is suing us?”
Jim Barger, co-owner of Dirty Socks
Duck Club in Olancha asked why the
suit was relevant or related to what
Beykpour was talking about. Beykpour
said because the Cartago Company
customers are paying for it. Dustin
Hardwick, board chair for the Cartago
Company said it is suing over the contamination and the protection of the
groundwater and its quality. He said
Olancha/Cartago is a “disadvantaged
community” and it will be difficult to
battle Big Water.
The local Sierra Club, Range of Light
chapter sued Inyo County for an inadequate environmental impact report in
2013. Mark Bagley of the Range of Light
Club and lead on the Inyo suit, told The
Sheet, the report did not adequately
survey the biology or habitat or effects
of pumping of the ecosystem.
Ferguson said Lahontan takes this
matter very seriously and three staff
members are working on the investigation. Hart and Inyo County Supervisor
Matt Kingsley, who represents southern
Inyo, echoed Ferguson’s comments.
Kingsley added the situation would not
be any different if the contamination
was in Bishop or located near a heavily populated area. Hart added that he
and the county are concerned over the
contamination.
Crystal Geyser Roxanne is often
confused for Crystal Geyser, the maker
of sparkling water and juices headquartered in Calistoga. Roxanne is not part
of the multi-national conglomerate,
but in name only. Papillaud’s father
was one of the co-founders of Crystal
Geyser and kept the name when the
company split.
A future meeting will be held to
discuss what steps to take next. In the
meantime, try the tap.

By Aba ga el Giles

On Thursday, February 25, the Mammoth Unified School board voted to
move the renewal of MUSD’s Parcel Tax
Measure S to the ballot for the regularly
scheduled June election.
This tax has been in effect since it
was first passed in June 2003. The tax
has never increased from its original
rate of $59 per parcel. This motion is
simply for renewal of that tax, which
would have been set to expire June 30,
2017.
Last time the Parcel Tax was up for
renewal, the Board discussed the possibility of putting a bond for renovations
to MHS on the Ballot. There was no discussion of such a measure at this meeting. Instead, board members focused
on responsible spending and on the
fact that last year was the first ever of
deficit spending, at $200,000. MUSD
Superintendent Lois Klein predicts that
the district will transition into the Local
Control Funding System by 2017-2018.
As a Basic Aid District, most of MUSD’s
budget currently comes from local
property taxes.
This year, the $59 per parcel tax
brought in about $650,000.
Shana Stapp spoke on behalf of
the Measure S Oversight Committee
on Monday night. She reported that,
according to a survey of families in the
district conducted by Caldwell Flores
Winters, MUSD could, “adopt the resolution for a new parcel tax for the same
amount of $59 per parcel for 5 years.”
According to MUSD superintendent
Lois Klein, “It’s very important to us to
be completely transparent about how
that money is used.”
35% of the revenue from The Parcel
Tax goes to the MUSD music program
and career and college counseling
programs. 31% of revenue goes toward
reducing class sizes and paying staff
competitive wages. 12% goes to updating and maintaining technology such
as providing a 1:1 ratio of students to
iPads districtwide.

MUSD honored
Last year, MUSD was placed on the

Gaston Caperton Opportunity Honor
Roll by College Board for 2016. This
award “recognizes schools taking
extraordinary steps to improve themselves and increase college accessibility
for all students.”
Klein and other board members were
particularly excited about improvements in opportunities for ELL students in 2015-2016. According to MHS
Principal Chris Powell, the percentage
of Hispanic students taking AP level
courses increased by nearly 30% from
2009 to 2015. MHS now offers an AP
Spanish Literature Course. “We are
making sure we have rigorous courses
available that meet the needs of a wide
variety of students, and that we are
encouraging students to take [those
courses],” said Klein. She noted that
these are the sorts of programs made
possible by the Parcel Tax.
Last time the Parcel Tax was up for
renewal, there was discussion of putting a bond for either a new high school
building or repairs and updates to then
current facilities. The bond was listed
under Measure K. According to Superintendent Klein, that wasn’t part of
the discussion this year. “At some time
down the road the district will need to
come back with some kind of bond for
facilities repair but we are not ready for
that at this time.”
The Parcel Tax will require a 66%
majority vote for renewal in June. There
will be a Campaign Committee doing
public outreach leading up to the June
election. The Board chose not to hold
a special election, which would have
cost tax payers an additional $20,000.
Instead it will be an item on the regular
election ballot. “We felt that money
would be better spent on our students,”
said Klein.
According to Superintendent Klein,
“I think it’s important for a community to feel proud of its schools and I
absolutely believe that MUSD is worthy
of that pride.” If you are interested in
supporting The Campaign for Measure
S, contact MUSD Business Manager
Brooke Bien.
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BARBARIAN AT THE YATES!

Battle between MCWD and former employee continues with no resolution in sight
By Re a

M

ammoth Community Water
District employee Ron Yates
claims he was badly hurt
on the job more than two years ago,
and he has spent the last several
years embroiled in lawsuits with the
District in what he says is a saga of
malicious prosecution.
Yates’ claims against MCWD
suffered setbacks on March 2 and 3
when the Hon. Mark Magit decided
in favor of MCWD in small claims
court on Wednesday and dismissed
several counts filed by Yates on
Thursday.
At the center of the brouhaha
between Yates and MCWD is the
fact that the District owns a condo
that Yates, his wife and their four
currently children live in. Yates said
that on December 4, 2013 he was
injured on the job while breaking ice
that had built up while he was on
vacation. When Yates was sidelined
on disability, he fell behind on rent.
This prompted MCWD’s Human
Resources manager, Kay Hartman, to
file an unlawful detainer suit against
Yates in March 2015 due to an
outstanding balance of over $5,000.
Hartman did this without a lawyer,
causing Judge Magit to dismiss the
case. Yates claims Magit found in
favor of him because he was allowed
to recoup attorney’s fees. Magit
said in court on Thursday that the
first unlawful detainer case was
“dismissed without prejudice,” not
ruled in favor of Yates.
“The reason they lost basically
came down to faulty paperwork
because they didn’t hire an
attorney...and then [Hartman]
accuses me of misappropriate use of
ratepayer funds.”
After the case was dismissed in
April 2015, Yates countersued the
District. He contests that the District
has not acted legally in their role as a
landlord.
On Thursday, the counts Yates
had filed of civil rights violation

and unfair business practices were
dismissed by Magit due to MCWD’s
immunity as a public entity.
“They have no immunity,” Yates
told The Sheet. “If [Hartman] was
a landlord I would absolutely have
the right to be suing her for all these
things that I’ve sued her for.”
Namely, he said, that Hartman’s
unlawful detainer only allowed he
and his family 30 days to leave his
home at L’Abri Conominiums, while
California law requires a 60 day
notice for tenants who have lived in
a residence longer than one year.
For the remaining three counts
brought against MCWD: retaliation,
malicious prosecution and breach of
contract, Magit allowed Yates twenty
days to amend his complaints and
bring them back to the court.
One day prior, on Wednesday,
March 2, Yates’ lawsuit in small
claims court against MCWD was
decided in favor of the defendant,
the District. Yates was suing
MCWD due to a $24,000 loan that
was mistakenly granted against
his retirement account in late
February of 2015. The loan was
granted by the client custodian, FTJ
FundChoice, said Hartman, who was
accompanied in court by MCWD
employee Chris Weibert.
Yates’ plan did not allow the loan
and he was subsequently penalized
for the transaction. Hartman
defended MCWD Finance Director
Jeff Beatty who mistakenly filed the
paperwork for the loan. Hartman
said that Beatty had only been on
the job for 8 weeks when Yates
applied for the loan, and he did not
know that Yates was not allowed
to borrow against his retirement
account.
Hartman presented
documentation that the plan’s
administrator, Oram & Kaylor (O&K)
had previously sent Yates an e-mail
on March 15, 2012 explaining that
Yates could not borrow against his

401(a) account.
“The Finance Manager [Beatty]
reported to me that during his
meeting with the plaintiff [Yates] on
Thursday, Feb. 26, 2015 (four days
before the loan was processed), the
plaintiff told the Finance Manager
that O&K had told him he could not
[take out the loan], but FTJ said it
was okay so O&K did not know what
it was talking about,” said Hartman.
“Plaintiff was well aware that
401(a) loans were not allowed but
chose to ignore this information and
rely solely on FTJ.”
Yates denied this. He also claimed
he was not notified correctly
when the loan was realized to be a
mistake—he said that FTJ and O&K
sent notification to the wrong e-mail
address when, four days after the
loan was disbursed, Yates was told
that he could return the money with
no penalties. Yates never returned
the money, saying that “if someone
takes out a loan...they’re not just
going to sit on the money.”
“It’s unfortunate that this could
not be remedied within the few short
days that you received the loan,” said
Magit.
Yates, who says he underwent

two spinal surgeries as a result of
his injury, has just been officially
terminated from his position at
MCWD, and says he “teetering
on the edge of bankruptcy” and
awaiting eviction.
“I intend on making the Sheriff
take me… out of that place,” he said.
Yates had hoped to return to his
position as a Water Treatment Plant
Operator III, but said that, although
his doctor had cleared him to
snowboard again, he could not be
cleared to return to work.
He also told The Sheet that
he could not get the rest of his
retirement money distributed
because MCWD requires him
to show up in person to sign
paperwork, and “I just don’t feel that
that’s right. Why should I have to go
back down here at all? That place
makes me sick to my stomach.”
Regarding Yates’ multiple
lawsuits, Hartman told The Sheet in
December that “the District only has
one course of action.”
“The District is only a moving
party in one item and that’s as a
landlord.”
The battle returns to court on June
30.

PHOTO COURTESY RON YATES

Ron Yates snowboarding with his oldest daughter, then two, in 2010.
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EARTH TO SKY
continued from page 1
of space, Dr. Phillips told The Sheet.
The balloons reach an altitude of
about 115,300 feet before they explode,
dropping the payloads, which are
essentially insulated boxes filled with
equipment like GPS, radiation sensors
and, most recently, cameras, to the
earth. Harvey describes it as “an intricate
type of hobby,” but it’s become much
more than that. Yarborough is currently
taking a gap year from Cerro Coso
College to focus on her work with Earth
to Sky.
Lamb, who is a sophomore at Cal
Maritime Academy in Vallejo, has begun
a new branch of the organization at his
school called Earth to Sky Maritime. His
organization is developing payloads
that will float in preparation for the 2017
eclipse so that the team will be able to
launch balloons off the coast of South
Carolina, where the eclipse will leave the
continent, and retrieve them from the
water.
The floating payloads aren’t quite
ready yet, however, so during the trip to
Indonesia the students will be keeping
their experiments earthbound.
“In Indonesia it’s all island basically,
forested and ocean, so the likelihood
that we could launch a ballon to actually
retrieve it again to get all the equipment
and cameras would be very slim,” said
Yarborough. She explained that the team

An exploding space balloon.
will set up tripods equipped with Ricoh
Theta S cameras—the same cameras
they will use during the 2017 eclipse.
These specialized cameras, Dr. Phillips
said, can be subjected to temperatures
as low as -65 degrees C at the edge of
space.
“It’s basically a simulation,” said
Yarborough. “We’ll be rocking and
swaying the payloads so the movement
will be similar to that of going up into
the sky.”
Exploring the stratosphere is not a
cheap endeavor, said Dr. Phillips, but
the support of the community and even
worldwide has been overwhelming.
He said it costs about $500 to launch
a balloon. “We’ve flown more than

lover

Talk to
us about a
401(k) rol

.
Dave R Easterby, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0H65719
437 Old Mammoth Road Suite J
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
Bus: 760-934-7575

If you’re about to retire or
change jobs, you may have
some decisions to make
about your retirement plan
money. Good thing there’s
someone who knows you
and is ready to help.
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL ME TODAY.
®

1001389.1

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,
Bloomington, IL
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150 balloons [since 2011], so that is
about $75,000 worth of flights,” he said,
noting that the balloons and the helium
are about half the cost of each flight.
“We [also] fly a lot of hardware in our
payloads…you can only send a piece of
hardware up to space and let it fall out of
the sky so many times before you have
to buy a new one.”
The group gets sponsors through
its Facebook [Earth to Sky Calculus]
page, which has over 6,000 followers,
and through Dr. Phillips’ website,
spaceweather.com. Dana Crom
told The Sheet that their work has
been recognized by NASA, whose
representatives have visited Earth to
Sky’s home base in Aspendell.
The students’ trip has been almost
entirely “crowdfunded,” just like their
balloon experiments. Bishop’s Sunset

Slager Foundation, as well as both
Rotary clubs, are some of Earth to Sky’s
biggest supporters. The students will be
in Indonesia for about a week, during
which their main focus will be the big
event—the full solar eclipse—on March
9.
Lamb, filling in for another student
(Ferris Molina) unable to attend, said
he was excited to “get back in the saddle
again with my team ... And going to
Indonesia [for the test] made it a lot
easier for me to get out of class,” he
joked.
Lamb said that getting involved with
Earth to Sky changed his life’s trajectory.
“I’m where I am thanks to Dr. Phillips.
I’m in the Navy as a result of his support.
Without him, I wouldn’t be doing this.”
“It’s hard to describe Tony [Phillips]
because he’s such a man of many
different talents,” said Joe Harvey. “But
the one thing he loves most…is to give
all his knowledge to a new generation.”
Phillips told The Sheet that the
stratosphere is ripe for research. “It’s
too high for airplanes. It’s too low for
satellites. We don’t know what kind of life
forms live in the stratosphere. We don’t
know what the radiation environment
of the stratosphere is. It’s very much
like the surface of the planet Mars in
terms of its radiation environment and
temperature and density.
“It’s this unexplored part of our planet
which is about 25 miles above our head
and we look at it as a frontier.”

THE SHEET I Saturday, March 5, 2016

LOCAL NEWS I

www.thesheetnews.com

9

SHEET SURVEY

On March 1, Yosemite National Park’s new concessionaire, Aramark, took over operations. Due to a lawsuit by the former concessionaire, Delaware North Company at Yosemite, several of the park’s iconic place names were changed. Among them: Curry Village became
Half Dome Village, Wawona Hotel became Big Trees Lodge, and The Ahwahnee Hotel became The Majestic Yosemite Hotel.

By Rea

What do you think of the Majestic Yosemite Hotel?

“In a country of supposedly educated people where a great
man such as Bernie Sanders cannot gain traction, should
we be surprised at the corporate takeover of everything
sacred and beautiful?”
- Mike McGuire, Mammoth

“I think it’s sad to see the true name of Yosemite Valley (which
is ‘Ahwahnee’) disappear. That was the only place it was left
on the map.”
				- Eric Smith, Yosemite

“I don’t understand how they can take the name away. I think
it’s B.S. DNC didn’t name it ‘The Ahwahnee.’”

“I think it’s a stupid waste of time. Nobody’s gonna get it.”
				
			
- Julie Yost, Mammoth

“I think that the name they chose is terrible and to anyone
who has ever been there it’ll always be the Ahwahnee”
			
- Catrina Behling, Mammoth

“The what?”

		

		

- Cera Parker Bishop, Laramie, WY

			
- Christopher McManus, Mammoth
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EDITORIAL
continued from page 2
“Even the Ski Area doesn’t want to
put events on at Canyon Lodge.”
Town Manager Dan Holler
acknowledged that he had not heard
any gung-ho enthusiasm from the
Forest Service regarding sites it owns
(such as the Snow Pit) and that the
only way to acquire a site like that
would be through a land trade (which
takes time and money).
Which is too bad, because
Mammoth Brewing’s Sean Turner said
he had toured various sites around
town with representatives from event
management companies and the
Snow Pit was determined to be an
optimal location.
Mayor Michael Raimondo
suggested that the “RV Park East” and
Bell-Shaped Parcel be added to the
long-term list.
At least, said Raimondo, the cost of
acquiring the Bell parcel is zero and
it’s 200 yards from the Woodsite.
Councilmember Jo Bacon said the
Bell parcel has always been targeted
for passive recreational use and
that an events venue would burden
residential neighbors.
Editor’s note: Maybe promise the
neighbors lifetime event tickets! Might
even boost property values. All those
condo owners surrounding Wrigley
Field don’t complain too much about
the crowds and noise and distraction

MADE FROM
SCRATCH,
MADE BY HAND
SINCE 1994!

Located at the Village
760.934.3354
oldnewyork.com

because they’ve got decent seats at no
cost.
Councilmember John Wentworth
urged “out of the box” thinking. “I
want to think of something that’s not
been thought of before.”
And yet the most out of the box
thought, from local resident Brandon
Brocia, was seemingly dismissed out
of hand.
Brocia said we’ve got individual golf
holes that could host a 5,000 person
event.
Editor’s note: Perfect reason to
remove the 16th hole at Sierra Star.
It’s right across the street from the
Bell parcel and it’s a real bitch. I’ve
never parred it in my life (not that I
play Sierra Star very often, but … I’m
not very good either). My thought on
golf is that 18 holes is way too much
for my attention span anyway. If they
removed three or four holes, I might
actually be tempted to play it more
often.
In regard to the graphic above right,
we included that to go along with the
Plan Your Parks story on page five but
... we figured you’d all want it in shiny
color.
The Sheet followed up this week on
allegations of a Brown Act violation by
Mammoth’s Town Council.

It was alleged that Councilmembers
traveling alone or in pairs in staggered
meetings up at MMSA to meet with
Hart Howerton planners regarding
the golf course was illegal.
In fact, these meetings are allowed
provided that the Councilmembers
did not share information or opinions
about the presentations after they
occurred.
Finally, regarding the tree fall on
Hillside that damaged Val d’Isere and
split Russ Norton’s home in half, a
public records request revealed that
Val d’Isere’s Andrew Murphy filed the

following complaint on Sept. 4, 2014.
“In December, 2010 at Val d’Isere
condominiums [“the complex I
manage”] went through quite an
ordeal. We had a large 56” white fir
tree fall and smash a building here.
Since then we have been extremely
proactive and removed six large trees
similar to the one that fell.
Every year we have Eastern Sierra
Tree Service come out and check
trees. This year I had [Eastern Sierra
Tree Service owner Bill Cumming] go
to our neighboring properties and
this is when this tree came into the
spotlight. In Bill’s opinion it is a very
dangerous tree. As of right now the
top of the tree is dead and the bottom
has a few large holes in it. Also the
bottom of the tree sounds hollow.”
Assistant Planner Ruth Traxler
responded by saying that she had cc’d
the email to Code Compliance Officer
Peter Roman. She also said she had
spoken to Roman on the phone and
“he will notify the property owners of
the issue.”
However, the same public records
request yielded no follow up and/or
written notification of the property
owner, Jim Ogg, on behalf of Mr.
Roman or the Town.
Mr. Roman, in fact, left his job at the
Town just a few months later.
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KILGORE NEEDS A HAND
TO LEND A HAND
By Bo d ine

N

N
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PHOTO COURTESY STEVE OMOHUNDRA

The JV Christmas Classic Basketball Tournament Champs, from left: Coach Steve Omohundra, Josh Arnal, Moran West, Trace Stepp, Izzak Morgenstein, Edward Piper, Carson
Eldridge, Cal Omohundra, Matthew Thompson, Coach Jeff Kilgore and Coach Chartraw.
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person I’ve ever met, and not just
because he’s my son,” Ken said. “What
he has to overcome on a daily basis in
beyond belief.”
Jeff’s mother Janice is probably
responsible for the big ticker. Ken
described her as an “oak tree.”
She made sure that Jeff’s disability
never stood in the way of what he
wanted to do, which was to be like
everybody else. Ken said Janice was
absolutely determined to make Jeff an
independent man. She taught him how
to drive, which no one but Jeff and his
mother thought he could do. Now, you
can’t take his car from him without a
fight.
It’s the community that is the shining
light for Jeff, Ken explained. The
community has stepped up to help
raise funds, Air-Way Medical in Bishop
repaired Jeff’s bike after the accident
and refused any payback.
“There’s no way to express how much
we appreciate what the community
has done. It’s impossible to put it into
words. These people are incredible,”
Ken said. “These people in our
community are amazing.”
Maggie Larson, local estate agent,
who spearheaded the raffle told The
Sheet she had never met Jeff before,
but her son knew him from the trips to
UCLA. Larson said she was enamored
at how the two got along together and
could see how much her son respected
and revered Jeff, so she decided to help
out.
Larson said in an email, “It was so
sweet, as I dropped Luke [Larson’s son]
off and rolled down my window to say
‘Hello’ he was gleaming from ear to ear
while conversing with a fellow what
appeared to be a life-long acquaintance
as he said, ‘Hello Bud’ to Luke.”
Larson can be reached for raffle ticket
purchases at 760.937.4502 or at ML@
MaggieLarson.com. Raffle tickets are $2
each, 6 for $10, or 15 for $20. A drawing
for a Mammoth Season Pass and full
day passes are $5 each or 5 for $20.
Winners will be notified.
Jeff’s nickname is “Bodine” (no
relation). The name comes from the
Beverly Hillbillies character “Jeff-ro
Bodine.”
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eff Kilgore has raised money to
send Bishop Elementary Basketball
players to the UCLA Native
American Youth Basketball Tournament
for 11 years. He works selflessly trying
to raise money, going from business to
business or sitting in the summer sun
trying to drum up donations in front
of Vons. But an accident has sidelined
Kilgore and the community is being
asked to step up in his stead. Kilgore
was struck by a drunk driver in January
in Bishop while riding his bike. The
alleged drunk driver pushed Kilgore 50
feet down the street before coming to a
stop. He suffered a massive head injury
and internal bleeding but is expected to
fully recover.
A raffle fundraiser for the UCLA trip
will be held March 17.
Kilgore was born with cerebral palsy
but refuses to let the disability stand
in his way. Jeff’s father Ken Kilgore
told The Sheet Jeff never wanted to be
treated differently and his disability is
frustrating for Jeff, but just a stumbling
block. Cerebral palsy affects muscle
control and speech, so he can be hard
to understand, especially if the listener
is impatient. The frustrating part for Jeff
is that in his head, he speaks just fine.
Jeff has dedicated himself to the
student athletes. Before the UCLA
trip, he raised money to send kids to a
camp in Elko, Nevada. Kilgore said Jeff
was inspired and motivated to get the
athletes to camp by long-time Bishop
High School coach Gus Klekas. The Elko
camp was a Klekas tradiditon and now
Jeff carries the torch.
Right out of high school, Jeff started
to coach Little League, one team
making it to a championship game. Jeff
was Vice President of the league. “It’s
so damn incredible what he’s done. He
took the bull by the horns,” Ken said of
his son.
Jeff doesn’t get much recognition. Ken
said Jeff had friends in high school, but
as the case is now, he’s a loner. “As much
as he loves those kids, so few people
go to see him,” Ken explained with a
sadness in his eyes.
The lack of friends doesn’t slow Jeff
down either. “Jeff… where’d he get
that big heart? He’s the most generous
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MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN SKI AREA
MARCH 18–20, 2016

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
FRIDAY, MARCH 18

Biathlon Clinics

SATURDAY, MARCH 19

Junior, Beginner, Adult,
Family + Wounded
Warrior Races

SUNDAY, MARCH 20

Elite, Intermediate/
Advanced Adult +
Senior Races

For more information and to register
visit MammothBiathlon.org
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LYNCH HONORED

M

ammoth Mountain Ski Area’s
Joani Lynch has been selected
as the recipient of the 2016
North American Snowsports Journalists Association’s Bob Gillen Memorial
Award.
A specialist in public relations, she
rose through the ranks of the marketing
department and is now Senior Director
of Brand Marketing. Lynch is responsible for developing and implementing
integrated marketing communication
plans and directing all communication
efforts on behalf of Mammoth Mountain and its ancillary businesses. She
oversees a team of 13 staff members
with expertise in their fields including
public relations, social media, advertising, creative services and marketing.
She also acts as resort spokesperson
with live television experience on KTLA,
Weather Channel and more.
Lynch moved to Mammoth with her
family while in grade school and raced

for the Mammoth Mountain Ski Team.
She has a B.A. in communications with
an emphasis in public relations from
Cal State University Fullerton where she
played NCAA volleyball. She was hired
as Media Relations Manager at Mammoth in 1998 and hosted NASJA events
in 1999 and 2013.
The Bob Gillen Memorial Award is
named in memory of the former SKI
Magazine editor and marketing expert
at Crested Butte and Sugarbush resorts,
and is given to an individual NASJA corporate member for their contributions
to the advancement of snowsports, and
whose work exemplifies the highest
standards of professionalism in public
relations and communications.
NASJA, founded in 1963 as the United
States Ski Writers Association, is North
America’s largest association of professional snowsports writers, authors,
photographers, videographers, broadcasters and industry professionals.

From left: MMSA CEO Rusty Gregory, Lynch and NASJA’s Bob Cox
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HEADS IN BEDS

June Lake Winter Fest advertised to entice visitors

W

arm weather and a lack of
snow left this year’s June Lake
Winter Fest high and dry. The
snowmobile poker run/rally was cancelled because the snow on the trails
had melted and the Triple Threat Winter
Triathlon had to change locations. It
was not a total bust, though. There were
a couple snow sculptures, kids were
sledding on the mounds of snow in the
June Mountain parking lot and plenty of
folks enjoyed burgers flipped by the Lee
Vining Associated Student Body.
But, the weather was not necessarily
the event killer. Aside from fliers posted
around June Lake and the event’s Facebook page, there was little local advertising. The Fest received a grant from
Mono County through the Community
Events Marketing Fund with the stipulation that the advertising be targeted at
markets outside the Eastern Sierra. The
fund has been called “heads in beds,”
as in, get the people in and get them to
stay the night.
Alicia Vennos, Economic Development Manager at Mono County Tourism told The Sheet the idea behind the
fund is to “seed” new events or expand

on old events, while trying to bring in
visitors for overnight stays and promote
the area as a year-round destination.
Those visitors drive the transient occupancy tax, a major source of income for
Mono County. She used the June Lake
Triathlon as an example of a successful
event utilizing outside markets. When
the event started, it brought in 60 participants. Now there are more than 650
competitors.
The Eastern Sierra ATV and UTV Jamboree has been successfully promoted
and now, four years in, it’s reaching
maximum participant capacity. The
Jamboree is held in mid-June; an ideal
event for the shoulder season, according to Vennos.
The inaugural June Lake Winter Fest
was held the winter June Mountain
closed. Vennos said the Fest has had a
strong marketing campaign and hopes
it will grow.
Any community or event can apply
for the grant but special consideration
is given to events that occur during the
shoulder season and events that bring
new overnight visitation, according to
the fund application.

PHOTO: MORNING

PHOTO: BODINE

It was difficult to tell what the snow sculpture was until Darla Ross, Juan Gomez and
Dena Ward painted the penguin in a chair, guarding an egg.
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BUY AN AD NOW

Your ad here makes you $$$
Know why?

People read...

Call June 937.3967

CALENDAR PAGES SPONSORED BY:

BARS & MUSIC

TOWN STUFF

Happy hour/

Daily/

Outlaw Saloon. 4-7 p.m. daily and all
night on Mondays
Roberto’s 4-6 p.m. Mon.-Thurs.
Austria Hof. 4-7 p.m. Sun.-Thurs.
Fri./Sat. 4-6, Taco Tuesday.
Whitebark Restaurant Bar & Lounge
Unwind daily drink and food specials
3-6 p.m.
Clocktower Cellar happy hour 5-8
p.m. daily and all day Sunday. $5 dollar
menu items, drink specials.
Happy hour @ Sushi Rei. 5-6 p.m.
daily. Half off apps and all-you-can-eat
sushi on Wednesdays.
Happy hour @ The Bistro at
Snowcreek, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Mon.-Sat.
Mammoth Tavern happy hour
Tuesday-Sunday 3:30-5 p.m. Closed
Mondays.
Smokeyard weekend happy hour 4-6
p.m. in the bar only, weekends 2-6 p.m.
everywhere.
Side Door happy hour daily 3-6 p.m.
with $12 crepe and panini specials.
Sundays at the Side Door, half-off
Moscow and Kentuky Mules.
Bottomless mimosas @ Side Door.
Saturday and Sunday. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Mammoth’s famous, Slocums happy
hour 4-6 p.m.
Giovanni’s Happy Hour, daily 4-6 p.m.
Large pizza and a pitcher of beer gets
you free wings.
Sushi Rei happy hour 5-6 p.m. daily.
Lakanuki happy hour daily 3-6 p.m.
and 9 p.m.-midnight, $4 margaritas,
Mai Tais and food discounts.

Saturday, March 5/

Mountain Rambler Brewery in Bishop
welcomes the folk-pop stylings of
Rabbit Wilde at 7 p.m.

March 4-5/

Rafters Big Wednesday on Friday and
Saturday and the Legends of Surf Rock
with DJ Rodney O. Show starts at 10:30
p.m.
Aquile plays 53 Kitchen and Cocktails
starting at 8:30 p.m.
Joe Gray tickles the ivories @ Lakefront
starting 6:30 p.m.

Monday, March 7/

Open mic @ Rafters. 9:30 p.m.

Tuesday, March 8/

Clocktower Cellar offers $3 blackened
ahi tacos and drink specials.
Outlaw Saloon hosts Taco Tuesdays
strarting 4 p.m.

Thursday, March 10/

Campo Date Night 5 p.m.– Close.
SEEK THE FREEK (duo) plays the joint
opening event for Mountain Sol Yoga
Studio and THE THANK YOU HOUSE,
an art/magazine/book space starting
6 p.m. Refreshments and good music
(psychedelic space art rock).
Lakanuki presents Shred Kelly
starting 9:30 p.m.
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Mountain Tours at Mammoth
Mountain. 10:15 a.m. daily. Lift ticket
required. Leaves from Canyon and Main
Lodges.

March 4-6/

Playhouse 395’s production of
“Chicago” continues @ the Bishop
Union High School theater. More info:
See sidebar column next page.

MAMMOTH LIQUOR
Beer lovers’ candy store

Selection of more than 200 beers
SPRING TRAINING MEANS
WHAT YOU THINK IT MEANS
934.6260

Main St. Next to Rick’s

Saturday, March 5/

Tom’s Snowmobiles one-day only
demo event @ Sierra Center Mall. 10
a.m. ‘til 5 p.m. See related story p. 18.
Mammoth Mountain Community
Foundation wine glass seminar with
Riedel. 4-5:30 p.m. @ the Mountainside
Conference Center. Info/Registration:
www.mammothfoundation.org.
The City of Bishop hosts 21th annual
Children’s Day of the Arts, 9 a.m.-noon
at the Bishop Activity Center, Pine
Street School call 760.873.5863.
Tahoe Adventure Film Festival; 5
and 7:30 p.m., Mammoth Lakes
Repertory Theatre. $12 tickets at
MammothLakesRepertoryTheatre.org.
Bishop Bronco Baseball hosts 2nd
annual “Lead Off” Community Mixer,
6 p.m., Tri-County Fairgrounds Home
Ec. building. $25 tickets available at
Bishop Looney Bean or facebook.com/
bishopbroncobasball/.
Fundraiser for 4th of July fireworks @
Bridgeport’s Memorial Hall. 5 p.m.
Early Opener Trout Derby begins @
6:30 a.m. at Diaz Lake in Lone Pine. See
sidebar. next page.
June Mountain Naturalist Tours hosted
by the Eastern Sierra Interpretive
Center, 10:30-11:30 a.m. and 1-2
p.m. Meet at the Chalet patio area
near the top of J1. Tours require a lift
ticket and are intermediate level. Call
760.934.0736 for more information.
Flowers and Insects, A Marriage for the
Ages. Meet @ Panamint Springs Gas
Station parking lot prepared for a hike.
Call the Eastern Sierra Visitor Center @
760.876.6222.
Explore The Arches Interpretive Hike
in the Alabama Hills: Learn about
the geologic processes that shaped
the hills. The hike is a loop about 3.5
miles with some moderately strenuous
sections. Meet @ the Eastern Sierra
Interagency Visitor Center, Lone Pine
to car pool to the Alabama Hills. For
More Information e-mail Dave Kirk
dmkirk@blm.gov or call 760.876.6222.
Tahoe Adventure Film Festival @
Edison Theatre. Showings at 5 and 7:30
p.m. See sidebar, next page.
Eastern Sierra Museum presents Life
on the Lake photo exhibit. See sidebar,
next page.

Sunday, March 6/

Film History in the Alabama Hills
Interpretive Hike. Meet @ the Eastern
Sierra Interagency Visitor Center, Lone
Pine, and car pool to the Alabama
Hills. Email Dave Kirk dmkirk@blm.
gov or call 760.876.6222.

• Chicken & Beef Teriyaki
• Tempura • Tonkatsu • Sukiyaki
• Calamari • Sushi
• Full Service Cocktail Bar
& Lounge
760-872-4801
Open at 5 p.m.
635 N. Main St.
Bishop
25 years of experience

japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar
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Tahoe Adventure Film Festival
We are excited to welcome back the
2016 Tahoe Adventure Film Festival
(TAFF) for two shows only on Saturday,
March 5 at 5 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
This annual event at Edison Theatre
features the industry's best adventure
filmmakers showing off their latest
high-test sports films, all hosted by
festival creator and swashbuckler, Todd
Offenbacher.
Films this year include: "On the Fence"
by Megan Sullivan - an examination
of some close calls that caused Chris
McNamara to cease his BASE jumping.
"Reach for the Sky" by filmmaker Ryan
Cleek chronicling the fast- paced career
and ambition that catapulted Cam Zink
into pro-mountain biker status and how
Zink has chosen to balance it with family
life.
"The Unrideables" by Red Bull Media,
a masterpiece of the high stakes involved
in Speedriding that combines skiing and
parachute flight to access terrain that
would otherwise be inaccessible.
And many more! This event is
guaranteed to sell out, so get your tickets
today. $12 online.

Tickets for "Chicago"
Tickets on sale for Playhouse 395’s
“Chicago” at the Bishop High School
Theater, March 4-6, 11-13 and 18 and 19.
Only six theater companies on the west
coast chosen to perform Chicago this
year. Tickets are available at the Bishop
Chamber, Inyo Council for the Arts,
playhouse395.com or call 800.838.3006.
Also available at the door 1 hour before
the show. The musical is rated PG-13.
All of the cast and crew, orchestra,
directors and producers of Chicago are
volunteers and more are needed. To
volunteer call 760.872.2852.
For any questions please call
Playhouse 395 at 760-920-9100 or
visit the Playhouse website at www.
playhouse395.com.

Early Opener Trout Derby
Trout filled waters open a month-anda-half early in Lone Pine and a derby
comes with it. The Lone Pine Chamber
of Commerce hosts the annual Early
Opener Trout Derby on Saturday, March
5. Sign up at Diaz Lake starting at 6:30
a.m., weigh in at 3 p.m. Kids 15 and
under are free, $10 for adults. Breakfast
burritos and coffee available at sign
up and lunch available, plus prizes for
juniors up to 12, and adults. Every kid,
12 and under, who catches a fish will
get a prize. Gardner’s True Value and
Lone Pine Rocks and Gifts are proud to
sponsor the $800 blind bogey.
For more information, contact the
chamber at 760.876.4444 or email info@
lonepinechamber.org.

Council filing deadline
Two seats on the Mammoth Lakes
Town Council are up for grans in this
year's June 7 election.

TOWN STUFF
Tuesday, March 8/

Mono County Board of Supervisors
meets 9 a.m. at the Bridgeport
Courthouse. Meetings can also be
viewed in Mammoth on closed circuit
television, 3rd floor, Sierra Center Mall
(Tourism conference room).
Discovering Desert Flora with ESIA
@ 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Eastern Sierra
Visitor Center, Lone Pine.

Wednesday, March 9/

Mammoth's Planning and Economic
Development commission meets. 2
p.m. Suite Z. Minaret Mall.

Thursday, March 10/

Mono Arts Council art and wine
class with visiting artists from Reno.
Painting class 5:30-8:30 p.m. Materials
and light appetizers included.

March 11-13/

Whit "Pop" Haydn performs four
shows over three days @ Edison
Theatre in Mammoth. Friday
7 p.m; Saturday 4 & 7 p.m. and
Sunday 4 p.m. Tix are $15 adult,
$10 children, $12 students/seniors,
$18 at the door. Info/tix: www.
MammothLakesRepertoryTheatre.org.
Playhouse 395’s production of
“Chicago” continues @ the Bishop
Union High School theater. More info:
See sidebar column this page.

Friday, March 11/

County of Inyo: Primary Election
candidacy and nomination forms due.
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Saturday, March 12/

2016 Blake Jones Trout Derby takes
place @ Pleasant Valley Reservoir. Info:
http://www.bishopvisitor.com/blakejones-trout-derby/
Short Canyon Wildflower Outing. Join
Friends of the Inyo and the California
Native Plant Society on a wildflower
exploration of Short Canyon, an Area
of Critical Environmental Concern
with spectacular botanical resources at
the edge of the Owens Peak Wilderness.
Skilled botanists will lead the hike.
Limited to 12 participants. Questions/
RSVP: jora@friendsoftheinyo.
org/760.873.6500.
Eastern Sierra Land Trust Mule
Deer Migration Corridor Field Trip.
2-5 p.m. Location TBA. Please RSVP
to catherine@eslt.org. Join us as we
team up with the Calif. Dept. of Fish &
Wildlife for a tour of the Round Valley
mule deer herd's migration corridor.
Bishop Motocross Winter Series @
Tri-County Fairgrounds. Gates open @
7 a.m. Race entry fee: $25 per bike and
rider. 760.920.3865.
Eastern California Museum Annual
Potluck, meeting and silent auction.
Begins 4:30 p.m. 155 N. Grant St.
Independence.

Sunday, March 13/

Round Valley STEP Foundation
Fundraiser Dinner. Location:
Yamatani restaurant in Bishop. Time: 5
p.m. Tix: $25 each. Please call Yamatani
at 760.872.4801 to make your group's
reservation.

AT THE MOVIES
Minaret Cinemas
London Has Fallen (R): Terrorists attempt bold takeover of the world.
Zootopia (PG): Animated utopia where the animals are all vegetarians.
Info: www.mammothlakesmovies.com/760.934.3131.

The nomination period for these
offices closes on Friday, March 11, 2016.
If nomination papers for an incumbent
officer of the Town are not filed by
March 11, 2016 (the 88th day before
the election), the voters shall have until
the 83rd day before the election, March
16, 2016, to nominate candidates other
than the person(s) who are incumbents
on the 88th day before the election, for
that incumbent’s elective office. This
extension is not applicable where there is
no incumbent eligible to be elected.
If no one or only one person is
nominated for an elective office,
appointment to the elective office may
be made as prescribed by Section 10229,
Elections Code of the State of California.
All interested registered voters or
interested parties having questions
relating to the election are invited to
contact the Town Clerk at Town Hall,
Minaret Mall, (760) 934- 8989, extension
267.

CSA #1 Spring Classes
The following spring classes are now
being offered in the Crowley Service
Area. The classes are free to area
residents and $5 for non-residents.
Beginning Fencing - Thursdays 6:30 p.m.
Stott Pilates (Mat) - Tuesdays 8 a.m.
Beginning Ukelele - Mondays 4 p.m.
Cardio Sculpt - Mondays 5:30 p.m.
Yin Yoga - Thursdays 5 p.m.
Mommy Bootcamp - Tuesdays 10 a.m.
For more information, contact
Isabel Connolly at isbxoxo@gmail.
com/760.935.4089

New ECM exhibit
The Eastern California Museum in
Independence will unveil its newest
exhibit, Life on the Lake, on Saturday
March 5, from 2-5 p.m.
The photo exhibit combines
contemporary and historic photos of
the Owens Lake to explore its “recent”
transformation from an active industrial
location to a source of hazardous dust
to a budding bird and wildlife sanctuary.
On hand for brief presentations will
be photographer Robin Black, who
will discuss her lake photos, and Mike
Prather, who will discuss the lake’s
vibrant bird life.
Thousands of birds stop by each spring
and fall as they follow ancient migration
routes. In the past few years, up to
100,000 birds have been counted on the
lake during peak seasons.
Many of Black’s photos in the exhibit
first appeared in Second Chance: The
Owens Lake Project at G2 Gallery, in
Venice, California, a solo conservation
photography exhibit, with partner
Audubon California.
The Eastern California Museum is
located at 155 N. Grant St., three blocks
west of the historic courthouse in
Independence. For more information,
call 760-878-0258, or check the
Museum’s Facebook page or webpage, at
www.inyocounty.us/ecmuseum.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Notice of Public Hearing

Notice of Public Hearing

Notice of Public Hearing

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, March
16, 2016, beginning at 6:00 p.m. and continuing until
finished, at the Town Council Chambers, Suite Z
within the Minaret Village Shopping Center, 437 Old
Mammoth Road the Mammoth Lakes Town Council
will hear an application request for the following:

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, March
16, 2016, beginning at 6:00 p.m. and continuing until
finished, at the Town Council Chambers, Suite Z
within the Minaret Village Shopping Center, 437 Old
Mammoth Road the Mammoth Lakes Town Council
will hear an application request for the following:

Request: Appeal of the Planning and Economic
Development Commission’s approval of the Tallus
Amendment Project (Tentative Tract Map (TTM) 15002, Use Permit (UPA) 15-002, and Design Review (DR)
15-002). The Tallus Amendment Project proposes to
subdivide the existing lots 10-19 of Tract Map 36-216
into 20 whole ownership townhome lots and to amend
the Affordable Housing Mitigation Plan for Tallus to
allow the developer to pay the Town’s current Housing
Impact Mitigation Fees for each residential unit within
the project.

Application Request: District Zoning Amendment 15001: Lodestar at Mammoth Master Plan Amendment
to allow:
1.A reduction to the perimeter setback requirements
for accessory structures on parcels within development
area 2 that are adjacent to Meridian Blvd.
2.Deletion of the text allowing a minimum building
separation of 20 feet for Single-Unit residential
structures in PUD subdivisions within development
area 2. (DZA 12-002 amended the Lodestar Master Plan
to allow a minimum building separation of 20 feet for
all of development area 2, and therefore this language
is duplicative and no longer necessary.)

ADOPTION AND APPROVAL OF (1) PROPOSED ORDER
UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF CAL. HEALTH & SAFETY
CODE SECTION 42316, (2) PROPOSED DISTRICT RULE
433 FOR THE CONTROL OF PARTICULATE EMISSIONS
AT OWENS LAKE, AND (3) PROPOSED FINAL 2016
REVISION TO THE OWENS VALLEY PM10 PLANNING
AREA DEMONSTRATION OF ATTAINMENT STATE
IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

CEQA Determination: Pursuant to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section
15164, an Addendum to the Lodestar at Mammoth
Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 1991105212)
has been prepared describing that no new or increased
environmental impacts would result from the proposed
project.
Location: The subject property is located at 525, 380,
360, 340, 320, 300, 280, 260, 240, 220, and 200 Obsidian
Place and 474, 562, and 578 Joaquin Road (Assessor’s
Parcel Numbers: 033-370-020-000; 033-370-010-000-01
to 06; 033-370-011-000-01 to 06; 033-370-012-000-01
to 06; 033-370-013-000-01 to 06; 033-370-014-000-01
to 06; 033-370-015-000-01 to 06; 033-370-016-000-01
to 06; 033-370-017-000-01 to 06; 033-370-018-000-01
to 06; 033-370-019-000-01 to 06; 033-170-003-000; 033170-004-000; & 033-170-005-000).
Zoning: R, Resort within Development Area 2 of the
Lodestar Master Plan
Proponent / Owner: Eric Fishburn/Mammoth Springs
Resort, LLC
All persons having an interest in the proposed
application request may appear before the Town
Council either in person or represented by counsel and
present testimony or may, prior to said hearing, file
with the Town Clerk written correspondence pertaining
thereto. Pursuant to Government Code Section
65009(b), if this matter is subsequently challenged in
court, the challenge may be limited to only those issues
raised at the public hearing described in this notice
or in written correspondence delivered to the Town of
Mammoth Lakes at, or prior to, the public hearing. For
additional information, or to obtain a copy of the staff
report which will be published no later than March
11, 2016, contact Nolan Bobroff, Assistant Planner, at
(760) 934-8989 Ext. 227. Facsimiles may be sent to (760)
934-8608 or email at: nbobroff@townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov.

CEQA Determination: Pursuant to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section
15164, an Addendum to the Lodestar at Mammoth
Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 1991105212)
has been prepared describing that no new or increased
environmental impacts would result from the proposed
project.
Location: The subject property is located at 525
Obsidian Place (Assessor’s Parcel Number: 033-370020-000).
Zoning: R, Resort within Development Area 2 of the
Lodestar Master Plan
Proponent / Owner: Eric Fishburn/Mammoth Springs
Resort, LLC
All persons having an interest in the proposed
application request may appear before the Town
Council either in person or represented by counsel and
present testimony or may, prior to said hearing, file
with the Town Clerk written correspondence pertaining
thereto. Pursuant to Government Code Section
65009(b), if this matter is subsequently challenged in
court, the challenge may be limited to only those issues
raised at the public hearing described in this notice
or in written correspondence delivered to the Town of
Mammoth Lakes at, or prior to, the public hearing. For
additional information, or to obtain a copy of the staff
report which will be published no later than March
11, 2016, contact Nolan Bobroff, Assistant Planner, at
(760) 934-8989 Ext. 227. Facsimiles may be sent to (760)
934-8608 or email at: nbobroff@townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov.
P.O. Box 1609
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
TS #2016-0025

TS #2016-0024

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Obsidian Private Residence Club
Tallus Private Residence Club
2610 Meridian Blvd., P.O. Box 570
Mammoth Lakes , CA 93541
This business is conducted by an Corporation
Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business name
or names listed herein.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on February 22, 2016
File Number 16-027
2016-0028(3/5, 3/12, 3/19, 3/26)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Epic Cafe
Linda Dore Foodservice/Catering, LLC
349 Lee Vining Ave., P.O. Box 84
Lee Vining, CA 93541
This business is conducted by a limited li-

PHOTO: GAYLA WOLF

Megan Hammitt (Hunyak) urges you to
hang with her at Chicago.

ability co.
Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business name
or names listed herein.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on February 23, 2016
File Number 16-030
2016-0026 (3/5, 3/12, 3/19, 3/26)

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on Wednesday, April 13,
2016, the Governing Board of the Great Basin Unified
Air Pollution Control District (GBUAPCD) will conduct a
public hearing and consider for adoption and approval
of (1) a proposed order authorized by California Health
& Safety Code Section 42316 for the City of Los Angeles
(City) to install, operate and maintain additional
dust control measures on the Owens Lake bed, (2)
a proposed District Rule 433 (Control of Particulate
Emissions at Owens Lake), and (3) a proposed final
2016 revision to the previously-adopted Owens Valley
PM10 Planning Area Demonstration of Attainment
State Implementation Plan (2016 SIP) (collectively
“Board Actions”). The public hearing and the Governing
Board’s consideration for adoption and approval of
the Board Actions will occur at the District Governing
Board’s regular meeting on Wednesday, April 13, 2016
at 10:15 a.m. at the City of Los Angeles Department
of Water and Power Administrative Building, Training
Room 134A, 111 Sulfate Road, Keeler, California 93530.
Other actions related to the Board Actions may also be
taken at the meeting. Members of the public will have
an opportunity to submit written comments or make
oral statements at the public hearing on each of the
proposed Board Actions.
The GBUAPCD prepared the 2016 SIP for the control
of fine dust emissions (PM10) in response to a finding
by the United States Environmental Protection Agency
(USEPA) that the Owens Valley Planning Area did
not attain the 24-hour National Ambient Air Quality
Standard (NAAQS) for PM10 as required by the
federal Clean Air Act. The dried Owens Lake bed soils
and crusts are a source of wind-blown dust during
significant wind events and contribute to elevated
concentrations of PM10.
The GBUAPCD has adopted a series of SIPs to address
and control PM10. In 2008, the GBUAPCD approved
the 2008 Revised State Implementation Plan for the
Owens Valley Planning Area (2008 SIP), which was
implemented through GBUAPCD Board Order #08012801. In 2011, a dispute arose between the GBUAPCD and
the City regarding these requirements. On December
30, 2014, the Sacramento Superior Court entered a
Stipulated Judgment for the GBUAPCD in the case
captioned City of Los Angeles v. California Air Resources
Board, et al., Case No. 34-2013-80001451-CU-WM-GDS
to resolve this dispute. Under the major provisions of
this agreement, the City agreed to implement additional
dust control measures on the lake bed (for a total of 48.6
square miles) by December 31, 2017. The GBUAPCD
may also order the City to implement dust control
measures on up to 4.8 additional square miles of the
lake bed if needed to meet the NAAQS or related state
standards. The GBUAPCD agreed to revise the 2008 SIP
by December 31, 2014 (later amended by agreement to
April 15, 2016) to incorporate the relevant provisions
of the Stipulated Judgment into a proposed 2016 SIP
Order.
GBUAPCD also proposes to adopt District Rule
433 pursuant to California Health & Safety Code
Section 41511. The Rule includes the control
elements of the 2016 SIP Order and will comprise the
attainment strategy for the 2016 SIP to be submitted
to the California Air Resources Board and the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency for their approval.
The 2016 SIP contains the project location, history, air
quality setting, emission inventory, control measures,
air quality modeling, control strategy, and enabling
legislation. The goal of the proposed Board Actions is
to continue to reduce dust emissions from the dry lake
bed to attain the 24-hour NAAQS for PM10 in 2017. A
Notice of Determination will be prepared under the
California Environmental Quality Act in connection
with the proposed Board Actions based upon the
Environmental Impact Report for the Owens Lake Dust
Mitigation Program – Phase 9/10 Project (May 2015)
(EIR) prepared by the City of Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power.

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Obsidian
Tallus Private Residence Club
2610 Meridian Blvd., P.O. Box 570
Mammoth Lakes , CA 93541
This business is conducted by an Corporation
Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business name
or names listed herein.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on February 22, 2016
File Number 16-027
2016-0027 (3/5, 3/12, 3/19, 3/26)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Obsidian Residence Club
Tallus Private Residence Club
2610 Meridian Blvd., P.O. Box 570
Mammoth Lakes , CA 93541
This business is conducted by an Corporation
Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business name
or names listed herein.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on February 22, 2016
File Number 16-027
2016-0029 (3/5, 3/12, 3/19, 3/26)

Order To Show Cause For
Change of Name
Present Name:
Ivonne Baker
Proposed Name:
Ivonne Garcia
Petitioner:
Ivonne Baker
P.O. Box3507
Mammoth Lakes,Ca. 93456
Notice of Hearing:
June 2, 2016, 9:30 a.m.
Superior Court of California, County of
MONO, 100 Thompsons Way, Mammoth
Lakes, CA 93546
This statement was filed with the
Superior Court of California, Mono County
on February 08, 2016.
Case Number CV160010
2016-0023 (2/20, 2/27, 3/5, 3/12)

Copies of the proposed order, District Rule 433, the
2016 SIP and the EIR may be obtained from and will be
available for public review at the GBUAPCD web-site
www.gbuapcd.org, at the GBUAPCD office at 157 Short
Street, Bishop, California, and at Inyo County Libraries
in Independence, Big Pine, Bishop, Lone Pine, Death
Valley and Tecopa, California. Written comments on
these rule revisions should be sent to Phillip L Kiddoo,
Air Pollution Control Officer, GBUAPCD, 157 Short
Street, Bishop, CA 93514. Written comments received
by 5:00 pm on March 18, 2016 will be included in the
staff report sent to the Governing Board members. Oral
and written comments will also be taken at the meeting.
For further information, contact the District’s Board
Clerk, Tori DeHaven at (760) 872-8211.
GBUAPCD staff encourages those who have comments
on the 2016 SIP to attend the meeting on April 13, 2016
and submit written comments or make oral statements
to the Governing Board prior to the Board Actions.
TS #2016-0022
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Ron Valenzuela (Billy Flynn) has a public
notice for you: Come see Chicago.
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NO CLASS-IFIEDS
Help Wanted

Sales Associate $12-15/hr
Photographer $14-$18/hr
General Laborers $12-$15/hr
Snow Removal/Loader Operators $20$22/hr
Photographer Assistant ML
Landscaper $12-$13/hr
Housekeepers $12-$15/hr
Bookkeeper $ DOE
Call 760-924-0523 or 760-873-8599
See our full joblist online
www.SierraEmployment.com
Grumpy’ s is hiring experienced waitstaff. Apply at Grumpy’s Restaurant.
Stellar Brew is hiring for Food Prep and
Line Cooks. Experience necessary. Fun
working enviroment, great pay, awesome
hours. We are looking to fill full time and
part time positions. Apply in person or email resume to stellarbrew@gmail.com.
House keeping position available at the
Austria Hof Lodge. Call 760.934.2764 or
drop off resume at 924 Canyon Blvd.

Breakfast Servers Rafters Restaurant &
Lounge is seeking experienced Breakfast
Servers. This is a part-time, year-round postion. Ability to work weekends and holidays
is mandatory. Please complete an application at 202 Old Mammoth Road or send resumes to mm@thesierranevadaresort.com
TEMPORARY FARMWORKERS-3/4 contract hrs. and the hourly rate noted below
quaranteed. Additional monetary benefits
may apply. Tools/supplies and , if applicable worker housing provided. Travel costs
reimbursed at 50% of contract and upon
completion of contract (earlier if appropriate). 20 days experience and a reference
required. To apply, contact the State Workforce Agency (SWA) below or any local SWA.
JO# 14659690 , 1 Farm/Irrigation/Livestock Worker(s),
Double D Farms, Bridgeport CA
$11.89/hr, 48 hrs/wk, 3/20/2016 to
12/1/2016 Sacramento, CA SWA, 916-6532813
Sales Manager Mammoth Lakes, CA
resort seeks experienced individual to run
RESORT SALES AND MARKETING DEPT.
Salary + bonus, health and 401(k); email
resume to jblisle74@gmail.com
Retail Store Manager – Mammoth Lakes,
CA resort seeks experienced individual
to run the RETAIL STORE OPERATIONS.
Salary + bonus, health and 401(k); email
resume to jblisle74@gmail.com
Maintenance/Groundskeeper–
Mammoth Lakes, CA resort seeks a
motivated, dependable individual to help
with facility maintenance operations.
Seasonal employment, competitive
compensation; email resume to jblisle74@
gmail.com

continued from page 4

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Sierra Nevada Resort & Spa Has immediate openings for the following positions:

The Town of Mammoth Lakes is recruiting for:
• Finance Director;
• Lateral Police Officer;
• Temporary Snow Removal Operator;
• Crossing Guards;
• Aquatic Site Coordinator;
• Assistant Aquatic Site Coordinator and;
• Various other summer seasonal positions in our Recreation Department.
Come and be a part of the exciting Town
of Mammoth Lakes team and help make a
difference in our local community! For details, please visit the Town’s website: http://
www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov

Sierra Employment Services, Inc is hiring
for the following positions

PBX Operator (Part Time)
Massage Theapists and Estheticians
(Independent Contractors)
Spa Receptionist- Part Time
Resumes and Applications accepted
on-site at 164 Old Mammoth Road or call
760.934.2515 to schedule an interview.
Great Basin Unified Air Pollution
Control District Administrative Projects
Manager Bishop Office (Full-Time , w/Benefits). Initial Salary Range: $6,449-$7,110
per month, DOQ. For more information
and job application visit gbuapcd.org/employment or call 760.872.8211. Applications
and materials for this position should be
submitted to the Great Basin Unified Air
Pollution Control District, 157 Short Street,
Bishop, California, 93514. Initial review of
required application materials will commence February 5. Position will remain
open until filled.
Hotel seeking front desk agent. for a
part-time position. Must be available to
work nights; primarily 3:00 pm to 11:00
pm shifts with occasional grave yard shifts.
Must be able to work most weekends and
available to work holidays. Must have great
attitude and hospitality experience is a plus.
Starting hourly ranges based on experience.
Please deliver resume or application in person or pick up application at Sierra Lodge
located at 3540 Main Street or send to info@
sierralodge.com.
Crowley Lake Fish Camp is hiring for
the upcoming Spring and Summer Season!
We have fast paced retail/office positions
available in our shop and at our gate, and
also need someone to work outdoors on our
boat docks. Excellent customer service skills
are a must, and fishing experience is a huge
plus. You must be available to start in April,
and must be able to work weekends and
Holidays. If you are interested in joining our
team, please email a resume to crowleylakefishcamp@gmail.com or find an application
on our website, crowleylakefishcamp.com.
Norco 76 is hiring a mini-mart Manager.
Apply in person.
Mammoth Catholic Church: Half-time
position for full-charge bookkeeper. Must
be computer literate with knowledge of
Excel mandatory, QuickBooks desired. Send
resume to info@mammothcathlicchurch.
org fax to 760.924.3571.
Sure Save Self Storage Is looking for a
Part-Time Assistant Manager. Saturdays
and occasionally one other day per week.
760-934-4583.
Subway of Mammoth Lakes is looking
for talented and motivated people to join
our team. We are accepting applications
for Full\Part Time Sandwich Artist &
Management Positions. Email Kevin at
mammothsubs@gmail.com to apply.
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For Rent
Leasing opportunities available at Minaret Village Shopping Center. Info: Michael
O’Kelly at 760.934.6005.
House for Rent 3 bedroom,2.5 bathrooms. Attached garage. Spacious back patio. Located in Sunny Slopes directly across
the Highway 395 from Tom’s Place. Unfurnished. Utilities not included. First and
last month rent and references required.
$2500.00 a month . If interested please call
(760)935-4364 or (760)937-2089.
Office Space for Rent. Approx. 400
square feet above Range and River Books
on Main. $400/month. Contact Diane:
(760)873-6882.
Spacious 2 BR/2B condo w/all new flooring & paint(Great s/w exposure) centrally
located ,near bus route,shopping. One
year lease. $1500. 6month lease $1600. Call
Robin (208)859-9481

Part time Preschool
Aide & Teachers
Mammoth Lakes Lutheran
Preschool is seeking qualified Aides
and Teachers for part time work.
Must have ECE units, experience
working in a licensed preschool
setting and clear a background
check. Candidates must have
a love of, and enthusiasm for
working with young children and
be available M-F from 8am-5pm.
Email resume to alexisvanveen@
outlook.com

PERSONALS
I heard you ... spend much of the night
telling everyone how you liked to think
outside the box. Is this because you prefer
briefs?
I see you ... like to think outside the box,
which is really cool, because I cleaned up
in Bingo on Wednesday night!
In search of ... a deliverable which is
actionable. How about let’s craft some
parameters at my condo tomorrow night at
11 p.m.?
I see you ... are cleared to snowboard but
not to work. I am cleared to work and can’t
afford to snowboard. And yet, we are both
excited to vote for Bernie Sanders!

school board for shooting a well-aimed
gun at some student hooligans intent
on vandalizing the school he presided
over. The good man was simply doing
his job. If the School Board votes to
allow concealed carry then Clyde
should, posthumously, be vindicated.
Because he too, had a concealed
weapon permit while he was principal,
according to his biographer, Robert
Pavlix
I look forward to the day when we
can unveil this sculpture, but I also
anticipate that as a responsible gun
owner of normal temperament I will
be provided with additional training
on how to use a firearm in a school,
mitigating any possibility that my
employ could be terminated like Mr.
Clyde.
Many of my students have a long
history of playing video games and
have far quicker reflexes than I
do. In order to level the playing or
playground field, so-to-speak, there
may be instances whereupon I’ll
need to shoot first. To avoid any undo
conflict, it would be advantageous
to have some legal instruction about
what constitutes self-defense in the
classroom.
Can I, for instance, shoot a student
in the leg if he threatens my life with a
recently sharpened pencil? Can I shoot
first a belligerent parent who threatens
to shoot me if I don’t change a grade
to an B+? Or more importantly, when
the day that most teachers, principals,
janitors, librarians, and parents are
packing heat, I would like to know
exactly how will I be able to identify
the bad guy when we have a school
shooting spree in progress—when
everyone is packing?
Just minor issues, for sure. But it’s
always a good idea to be sure. Just as
it’s always a good idea to put bullets
in your gun before leaving the house.
To lock and load before teaching our
students, precious, irreplaceable
youngsters who have come to school
looking for a safe place to learn. Just to
be sure our aim is true.
Bruce Willey
Bishop
Editor’s addendum: The Inyo
Independent reported on November
3, 1928 that “a bullet from a revolver
fired by Norman Clyde, principal of
the high school, struck an automobile
driven by Bill Fisk and occupied by a
group of high school boys.” Later, the
story said that Clyde “has declined
to make a formal statement” but
according to “his version of the affairs”,
he fired two warning shots into the air,
and “then fired at the wheel of one of
the cars but the bullet glanced and hit
the side of the car.”
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PLAYHOUSE 395 DISPROVES MYTH THAT
CHICAGO IS ALWAYS COLD AND WINDY

PHOTOS: GAYLA WOLF

Above: Jennifer Collins (Velma) and Patricia Barton (Mama Morton); below Ron Valenzuela (Billy Flynn) and chorus. The much-anticipated show opens Friday night March 4.
For tix/information, see sidebar column page 15.
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TOM
KNOWS SNOWMOBILES
By L unch

W

hen you sell 70 snowmobiles
a year and your business
is located in a community
of approximately 200 people, you’re
clearly selling a lot of sleds to people
outside the area who gravitate towards
you based upon reputation.
Tom Dines, owner of Tom’s
Snowmobiles, has built his reputation
over more than 30 years in business.
But there was one particular moment
which catapulted him into regional and
even national prominence.
The year was 1999, and Snow West
Magazine held a “Dealer’s Shootout”
event in Island Park, Idaho.
Tom was the dealer representing
Ski-Doo at the event. Other dealers
recruited from around the west
represented Polaris, Arctic Cat and
Yamaha.
Prior to the event, the magazine had
ranked the manufacturers that years
as follows: 1. Polaris 2. Arctic Cat 3.
Yamaha 4. Ski-Doo.
Dines mission that year: To prove
them wrong. And sure enough, he did.
All four competitors did a time trial
on the same course. The Polaris team
had recorded a top speed of 38 mph.
Arctic Cat had achieved a top speed of
34 mph.
Dines, running last, destroyed the
competition with a 43 mph showing.
Once the magazine went to print and
published the results, “People started
calling and we began selling all over the
west,” said Dines.
The reason they called: Dines is such
an expert in the field that he customizes
sleds and even makes his own parts.

For example, said Dines, the custom
suspensions that his shop built and
designed in 2008 are finally becoming
the industry standard in 2017.
Two weeks from now, he’s actually
hauling some custom sleds down to Big
Bear for Doug Henry and Jay Leno, a
notorious gearhead.
All over the west includes Mammoth,
where Dines will host a Ski-Doo demo
event this Saturday beginning at 10 a.m.
at the Sierra Center Mall.
But this is certainly not his first time
in Mammoth.
Dines said he used to sell 20 to 25
sleds a year to Mammoth customers in
the early ‘90s before Ski-Doo placed a
dealership here.
Mammoth currently has no
dealership. Mammoth Power Sports
stopped selling sleds five to six years
ago, but still handles snowmobile
service work and storage.
Dines is toying with the idea of
opening a satellite retail shop in
Mammoth if there is demand.
His principal sales area these days is
the Reno area, the upper Sacramento
valley and the area west of Chico
which boasts quite a few farmers and
ranchers.
On Saturday, you can meet Tom and
his crew and get a look (and maybe
even a spin) on the sleds he’s bringing
down from Sierra City.
The Food Cache, Delicious Kitchen
and Black Doubt Brewery will offer food
and drink specials. And if you come
underdressed, Mammoth Outdoor
Sports has outerwear at up to 60% off.

Tom’s was named Ski-Doo’s best district and regional dealer last year. From left: Paula
Hester, Richard Lucchesi, Tyler Marshall, Andy Robbins and Tom Dines
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IN SEARCH OF STRAIGHT SHOOTERS
Mammoth Biathlon returns after a one-year hiatus
By Ab a g a el G ile s

T

he Mammoth Winter Biathlon
returns this March after a year’s
hiatus. Last year was the second
time in ten years that the race was
canceled due to insufficient snow
pack. This year’s event will occur over
two days with the help of over 100
volunteers, according to Chris Thompson of the Eastern Sierra Nordic Ski Association. It is a collaboration between
ESNSA, Disabled Sports Eastern Sierra,
Mammoth Mountain Ski Area and the
Mammoth Lakes Police Department.
Volunteers are in the process of
setting up a temporary course at Reds
Lake at Mammoth Mountain. “It’s a
wonderful spot, with the mountains
in the background,” said Thompson.
ESNSA is grooming a temporary 1.5
kilometer course that includes a 12lane shooting range. For those new
to biathlon, athletes will ski a total of
three laps around the course, entering
the shooting range once per lap. Once
they enter the shooting range, they will
have a total of 5 (rifle) shots to hit five
targets. A 75 meter penalty lap is incurred for each missed target. “It gets
tricky when you enter the range out
of breath.” Thompson also noted that
spectators are more than welcome,
but will need to ski or hitch a ride on
an MMSA cat or snowmobile to get to

the event, which is about a mile into
the backcountry.
The biathlon schedule will look a lot
like past events. On Saturday, March
19, there will be separate races for
young kids, wounded warriors and
beginner adults. On Sunday, March 20,
there will be races for elite athletes and
older kids, as well as a masters’ race.
Shooting clinics will be held in town
on Sunday March 13, Thursday March
17, and Friday March 18. These clinics will be run by volunteers from the
Police Department and will be open to
the public.
According to Thompson, it takes a

lot of community support and volunteer effort to set up and disassemble
a temporary biathlon course in a
backcountry location on an annual
basis. “Ultimately, we’d like to have a
more permanent range, which would
help us to pull the event off in lower
snow years,” said Thompson. When
asked about a location, he cited a
2011 Feasibility Study conducted by
the Town Council to review Panorama
Dome, adjacent to the Nordic facilities
at Tamarack Lodge, as a site for a permanent biathlon course. “It’s hardly a
done deal, and we need to build consensus amongst stakeholders in town

The start of the Wounded Warriors biathlon race circa 2014

before we start the formal permitting
process,” said Thompson in an email.
You can register for the event online
at mammothbiathlon.org. For kids and
disabled adults, the race registration
fee is $40. For Adults and Master racers, $65. Rifle clinic registration is $30.
Rifles and ammunition are included in
the entry fees. Proceeds from registration cover the cost of the event and
support ESNSA’s community Nordic
programs. Registration closes Friday
March 11. For additional information
or to volunteer, contact esnsa.nordicnews@gmail.com.

PHOTO COURTESY MAMMOTH BIATHLON

March 18 -19, 2016
MAMMOTH LAKES

W I N T E R
RECREATION
S U M M I T

GET YOUR MAMMOTH LAKES TRAIL SYSTEM WINTER READY!

Come share your thoughts and input during the
Mammoth Lakes Winter Recreation Summit
P U B L I C WOR KS HOP S
FI E LD DE MON S TR A TI ON S
S P E C I A L GUE S T S P E A KE R S

FREE EVENT
REGISTRATION REQUESTED
Sierra Event Center, 452 Old Mammoth Rd.
Visit mltpa.org for complete event details!

