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The town of Lee Vin-
ing narrowly escaped 
devastation this past 

weekend in the Marina Fire, 
but the Tioga Lodge and 
High Sierra Brine Shrimp 
plant saw the fire come 
much too close for comfort, 
and a historic barn built 
from Mono Mills wood went 
up in flames. 

“Honestly, the Tioga Lodge 
is so lucky to be there,” said 
Hillary Hansen-Jones, whose 
family operates High Sierra 
Brine Shrimp. She grew up 
on the shores of Mono Lake. 
“I drove up to the Mobil on 
Sunday for the first time and 
I was just crying the whole 
way. You see a view your 
whole life and then all of a 
sudden it’s gone.”

Tom Crowe, who runs 
Mono Lake Kayak Rental, 
said all his kayaks were fully 
booked the morning the 
fire started, June 24. Crowe 
lives on the northeast side 
of Mono Lake, and has a 
“panoramic view” of the 
Eastern Sierra. He woke on 
Friday and began making 
coffee with a friend who was 

see BEAR, page 6
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see FIRE, page 7

Bodine takes a look at the cultural differences of bathroom 
etiquette at local campgrounds. See page 8.

By Rea

A fixed-wing aircraft drops retardant on the Marina Fire. The barn in the foreground burned to the ground.  
   PHOTO: TOM  CROWE

On Wednesday, June 22, 
California Department 
of Fish and Wild-

life (CDFW) and the Mono 
County Sheriff’s Department 
gave attendees of a June Lake 
Bear Aware meeting a clear 
message: The bears were here 
first and it’s up to humans 
to keep them wild and alive. 
Andrew Hughan, Public In-
formation Officer for CDFW 
gave a presentation to local 
property owners and con-
cerned citizens about how 
to bear-proof their homes, 
cars, and RVs. Local Wardens 
Todd Estrada and William 
Dailey, along with Deputy 
John Pelchowski of the Mono 
County Sherriff’s Department 
fielded questions from the 
crowd. 

Feeding wildlife is a crime 
in California and can incur 
a penalty of $1,000 or six 
months in prison. Individu-
als who can prove a bear or 
mountain lion damaged their 
property or livestock are eligi-
ble to apply for a depredation 
permit. The permit, issued by 
CDFW, allows the property 
owner and two other listed 
agents to kill the animal, 

BEAR SAFE ZONES

By Giles

A bear plays through on a Mammoth golf course. 

Bears off the hook in communities with no-shoot-
ing ordinances.

typically using a shotgun, if it 
returns to the property. 

Warden Dailey told the 
crowd that there are four Fish 
and Wildlife Officers for all 
of Mono and Inyo Counties 
and that he does not have the 
staff, nor is it their job, to kill 
depredation bears. He em-
phasized that CDFW never 
wants to kill an animal and 
that this should be seen as 
the absolute last resort. Prop-
erty owners should educate 
themselves and their tenants 
about how to live in bear 
country. Tim Taylor, Wildlife 
Biologist for CDFW, provided 
the audience with an array of 
tips for bear-proofing their 
living spaces, all of which are 
available on CDFW’s “Keep 
Me Wild” campaign website. 

The wardens were clear 
that a depredation permit 
does not exclude the appli-
cant from abiding by town 
no-shooting ordinances. 
Locals of Mammoth Lakes 
and June Lake (both have 
such ordinances) who wish 
to act on their depreda-
tion permits must list Mono 

going to help him with the 
day’s tours. “Suddenly my 
friend said, “what is that?’ 
And I got the binoculars out 
and there were two points 
of flame coming from the 
road underneath the power 
lines.” 

Crowe, who is retired from 
the Alaska Department of 
Fish and Wildlife, has been 
running his kayaks on Mono 
Lake for over 14 years. “It’s 
basically my livelihood 
right now,” he said. He and 
his friend headed towards 
the Tioga Lodge, where he 
stored his kayaks in the al-
most 100-year-old barn that 
once served as an auction 
house back when the road 
was built between Bridge-
port and Lee Vining.

Crowe also was a helitac 
foreman in Alaska, as well 
as having spent over a de-
cade carefully watching the 
weather around Mono Lake 
to ensure the safety of his 
clients. He’s seen fire behav-
ior, he said, and he knows 
the lake’s weather patterns. 
Though there wasn’t much 
wind when the fire started, 

he knew that might change 
over the course of the day.

He spent the morning 
watching the fire from down 
by the lake, and around 
10:30 “I walked up the road 
and everybody was gone—
they had evacuated every-
body from Tioga Lodge!” 

“I’m going through my 
head as to what I’m going to 
do if I see the wind change,” 
he said, “and at about 1 p.m. 
the wind shifts and comes 
from the south just like it 
does every day. And then 
the fire started to jump one 
gully to the next. It was then 
I started running, grabbing 
my kayaks and pulling them 
down to the lake.”

He managed to get all ten 
of his kayaks away from the 
lodge. “I left my paddles and 
stuff in a bare spot under 
a tree and I just got out of 
there.” 

Crowe drove home and 
watched the fire progress 
from across the lake. “Black 
Point was blocking my view, 
but I saw this big column of 

A REAL BARNBURNER IN LEE VINING
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This is a 4th of July message not just for millennials who are too distracted by 
their phones to read through this entire editorial without answering or sending 
a text, but for all generations whose attention spans have been shattered by the 
smartphone. 

But I mention millennials at the outset because … they’re very proud of the 
fact that they’re not joiners - even if they’ve all joined Instagram. And they’re 
proud of their individuality and their world-weary cynicism, which they think 
was pioneered by Jon Stewart, even if it really owes its roots to Dave Letterman 
pre-CBS. 

No shit. There was a pre-CBS era for Dave. 
Anyway, my purpose here is not to insult you, but rather, to pitch the idea of 

joining a service organization. 
Myself, I’m a member of the Mammoth Lakes Lions Club. I wouldn’t consider 

myself a good member - I get pretty busy and miss a lot of meetings - but I’m 
a proud member. I like the group. It features a cross-section of Mammoth. It’s 
congenial without being cheesy and insincere and network-y. It’s got folks like 
Dieter Fiebiger and Greg Jennison who are good as gold. 

What does Lions Club do? Well, Lions is an international organization active 
in more than 200 countries. While its unique mission is improving eyesight pro-
grams and services, it’s really broadly dedicated to local community volunteer 
work. 

For example, members will volunteer at events like the 4th of July Pancake 
Breakfast (held annually in the Mammoth Mall [Chart House] parking lot) or the 
Mammoth Half Marathon (club members staffed four aid stations). 

In the case of the pancake breakfast, money is raised directly from the event. 
In the case of the Half Marathon, event organizers pay the Lions Club to staff the 
stations. In either case, the fruits of Club members’ volunteer labor is then redis-
tributed to the community in the form of eye exams, student scholarships, et. al. 

As Jennison said this week, “Lions is the working man’s way to give back with-
out worrying about maintaining appearances or looking professional. We’re not 
trying to impress anybody.”

If you’ve ever seen the car Greg drives, you know that’s the truth. 
But as Jennison acknowledges plainly, “Our members are getting older. Some 

have moved away. We need some new blood. That’s what I want to see.” 
The youngest blood in the group belongs to Alicia Olson, whose father Eric is 

also a Lion. They work together as the Olson Insurance team. 
Alicia is a 2005 graduate of Mammoth High School. She was actually part of 

the Leos (the youth arm of the club) in high school and is currently mentoring 
two MHS students - Allison Weber and Cary Walker. 

“Leos help kids with leadership skills and introduce them to community ser-
vice. And it helped me when I went off to college just because I’d already been a 
part of something. It made it easier to integrate quickly.” 

As for Lions, Alicia says, “It’s about positivity. The more that people see you 
out there, the more they are intrigued … I enjoy the clean-up days. I like putting 
on the gear and making things better. It’s about building strength in the com-
munity you are in, versus taking a trip to do it somewhere else.” 

“And it’s easy [to join]. I think people get worried about having to commit 100 
percent, all the time … but you don’t seem to worry about that,” she said to me 
with a poker face. 

Touché. 
Mono County Superior Court Judge Mark Magit, who clearly sports the best 

title of any club member, joined in 2010. What he likes best about the club is the 
fellowship. “I tend to be in my own little world,” he said, alluding to the detail-
oriented minutiae of legal work. “So it’s nice to commune with people who are 
energetic and lead interesting lives. And we usually have guest speakers [at 
lunch], so it keeps me on the pulse [of the community] a little bit.” 

Apparently reading The Sheet is not enough. 
“Lions is my small way of participating and helping out … and I get to meet 

the people who make this community the place that it is.” 
The Club will be out in full force for the Pancake Breakfast on Monday. It 

meets Wednesdays at noon at Rafters for lunch. Greg Jennison (934.2511) or 
Jack Lunch (937.4613) will buy you lunch if you wish to come check it out. Alicia 
bartends at the Austria Hof a few nights a week if you have further questions. 

Thanks to my keen newspaper skills, I couldn’t fit the following into the real 
estate section so I’ll place it here. 

Spoke to Matthew Lehman of Matthew Lehman Real Estate to get a sense of 
market conditions as we hit the year’s halfway mark. 

Sales volume is approximately what it was last year but there has been a slight 
pullback in median prices. According to Lehman, the median sales price for all 
single-family residences is $707,750, down 7.48 percent YTD versus 2015. The 
single-family home median sales price for resales is $622,000, down 13.91 per-
cent YTD versus 2015. 

The median sales price for condos is $282,500, down 8.5 percent YTD versus 
2015.

 “I attribute the change in the YTD vs. 2015 pricing largely to 2015 having been 
such a great year for higher-end home sales … specifically the homes being built 
on the Sierra Star Golf Course. Also, we are only halfway through the year and 
summer often produces a great number of sales, particularly with new home 
construction starts in 2015 being completed this coming season,” he said. 

Lehman also believes the Brexit last week may actually aid the market in the 
short-term, as it may stall interest rate increases. 

Real estate sales in Mammoth tend to peak in the fall.

Correction: The Sheet mistakenly misspelled Lee Vining Postal Clerk Jackie La-
Hood’s name as “Jackie Lahore” in last week’s issue regarding Post Office package 
pickups. The Sheet regrets this error. 

DO YOU HAVE THE HEART OF A LION? 



 WHAT’S
HAPPENING

EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT

FOURTH OF JULY WEEKEND • JULY 1–4
Weekend events include 3 days of excitement in The 
Village with live music, a stilt circus show, Chihuahua 
and Ducky Races and the Fireworks Extravaganza. 
Monday fun includes the annual Art Festival, 
Independence Day Parade, Lions Club pancake 
breakfast, the Footloose Freedom Mile and fi reworks at 
Crowley Lake. Go online for the full schedule.

11,053’ SUMMIT SUNRISE • JULY 2
Early-risers can experience the Eastern 
Sierra beauty on a unique sunrise ride 
to 11,053’. Load the lower Panorama 
Gondola at 5am with a complimentary hot 
beverage in hand, watch the sun peak over 
the mountains and explore the summit of 
Mammoth Mountain before the day begins.

WOOLLY’S SUMMER SATURDAY • JULY 2
Join your favorite mountain-biking mascot every 
Saturday for a bike ride down the Discovery Trail 
followed by family fun at the Adventure Center. After 
the bike ride, Woolly will hang for face painting and a 
frozen treat.

MONO COUNTY FREE FISHING DAY • JULY 2
No fi shing license is required in California on July 2. 
Pack a picnic, grab a rod and hit one of the many lakes 
or rivers. It’s a great way to give fi shing a try.

LAST RUN & END OF SEASON BBQ • JULY 4
Take the fi nal turns of the 2015-16 winter 
season on Monday, July 4. Celebrate the 
last run from the summit of Mammoth 
around 1pm, where 100 lucky shredders 
will receive a free beer ticket. Then head 
to Yodler for a summer BBQ with $4 beer 
specials and live music on the grass at the 
Adventure Center.

THE VILLAGE SUMMER MOVIE SERIES • JULY 7
Bring your favorite blanket and grab a chair in The 
Village for an outdoor movie viewing in the Plaza 
starting at 8:30pm. Thursday, July 7: Looney Toons 
Golden Collection (G).

SUMMER ACTIVITIES

ADVENTURE CENTER
Summer’s hub for outdoor fun is open daily from 
8:30am–6pm. Let the kids loose on the zip line, 
climbing wall and bungee trampoline daily from 
10am–5pm. The Adventure Center is also home to the 
Mammoth Bike Park headquarters, Scenic Gondola 
Rides, and the Reds Meadow Shuttle, accessing Devils 
Postpile, Rainbow Falls and the San Joaquin River 
Valley.

EXPLORE MAMMOTH EXPERIENCE
Discover the geologic, natural and cultural history of 
Mammoth by visiting the interactive exhibits inside the 
Eleven53 Interpretive Center at the summit – access 
included with each Scenic Gondola Ride ticket. Open 
daily, 9am–4pm.

MOUNTAIN BIKE PARK 
Open daily from 9am–6pm with access to over 80 
miles of singletrack. Bike Park tickets and rentals are 
available from the Adventure Center at Main Lodge, or 
the Mountain Center in The Village. Join the free VC 
races this week – downhill on Friday, July1 and 8, and 
cross country on Tuesday, July 5. Register 4pm day-of 
at the Adventure Center; race starts at 5:30pm.

WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY NIGHT RIDE & HAPPY HOUR
Ride in the park with just the ladies every Wednesday 
July–Aug, and improve your two-wheel skills while 
you’re at it with a 2-hour lesson. Bike rentals 
available. Go to MammothMountain.com/WomensMTB 
for more info. 

4TH OF JULY T-SHIRTS
Get your commemorative July 4th Last 
Run t-shirt at the Adventure Center 
and McCoy Station, or celebrate with a 
limited edition Mammoth Independence 
Day tee from any Mammoth Mountain 
retail location.

SIERRA STAR GOLF COURSE
Eastern Sierra’s only 18-hole Championship Course – 
you won’t fi nd a more stunning golf course anywhere. 
Tee off with a morning or afternoon round, or play 5 
holes after 5pm for only $29. Call 760.924.GOLF for 
more info. Hours: 7am–8pm daily.

MAMMOTH CHILD CARE
Allow us to entertain the kids while you spend a day 
outdoors. Open in The Village with custom hours 
available to suit your individual needs. Please call 
760.934.0646 and leave a detailed message.

DINING & HAPPY HOUR

53 KITCHEN & COCKTAILS • SUNDAY BRUNCH
Enjoy an all-you-can-eat Sunday brunch 
from 10am–1pm – only $25 for adults 
and $15 for kids. You can also cozy up 
for craft cocktails and New American eats 
at Mammoth’s coolest hotspot in The 
Village daily, opening at 11am for lunch, 
dinner, and happy hour from 3–5pm with 
$2–$5 food and $3–$6 drink specials. 
Reservations: 760.934.0707

HAPPY HOUR IN THE VILLAGE
Take a happy hour tour of Campo Mammoth, Sushi Rei 
and 53 Kitchen & Cocktails all located in The Village. 
Food and drink specials are available between 3–6pm.

SUSHI REI • ASIAN-FUSION
Located street level in The Village, featuring a vibrant 
setting and colorful menu of tasty starters, fresh sushi 
and noodle bowls. Try the new infused-sake fl ights or 
happy hour daily from 5–6pm and all night Sunday 
with half-off apps and more. Opens nightly at 5pm. 
Reservations: 760.934.0774

CAMPO MAMMOTH • RUSTIC ITALIAN
A favorite locale for family dinner, drinks al fresco or 
a game of bocce ball on the terrace. Located in the 
heart of The Village, open daily at 11am with happy 
hour from 3-5pm. Enjoy Date Night every Thursday 
for just $50/couple plus half-off a bottle of wine, or 
dine on Sundays where kids get a free meal with each 
adult entrée purchased from 5–8pm. Reservations: 
760.934.0669

THE LAKEFRONT RESTAURANT • FINE DINING
Perched on the banks of Twin Lakes, The Lakefront is 
Mammoth’s most intimate fi ne dining experience. The 
menu changes with the season, and features fresh, 
sustainable, locally sourced selections. Open for lunch 
on the patio daily from 11:30am–2pm and for dinner 
service daily at 5:30pm. Reservations: 760.934.2442 

MOUNTAINSIDE BAR & GRILL • CLASSIC AMERICAN CUISINE
Located inside the Mammoth Mountain Inn, offering 
a family-friendly dining experience with traditional, 
vegetarian and kid dishes. Open daily at 7am for 
breakfast, and dinner and bar service from 5–9pm.   

YODLER • AUTHENTIC BAVARIAN
Grab a seat on the sundeck to take in the mountain 
views. Enjoy $2 beer specials all summer, a signature 
Bavarian pretzel, schnitzel sandwiches, and BBQ 
favorites hot off the grill. Located adjacent to the 
Adventure Center, open daily, 11am–7pm.

JULY 1–8
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LOCAL NEWS  
By Bodine
Heroin use in paradise
AFTER THE PILLS ARE GONE

see HEROIN, page 8

CHAMBER
MUSIC

Festival

  July 13 - 29, 2016 

MEASURE U

SPONSORED BY

The Felici Piano Trio &
18 Distinguished Guests

at Cerro Coso College,
Mammoth Lakes, California

Monday, Wednesday
& Friday Concerts

7:30 pm7:30 pm at
 CERRO COSO COLLEGE

Presented by

Unbound
Complete Festival Schedule at 

www.ChamberMusicUnbound.org

Tickets available at the door on concert nights,
online at www.ChamberMusicUnbound.org 

or at Booky Joint near Vons

Are you sitting on a couple of 
kilos of heroin and want to lay 
low for a while? Book a vaca-

tion to beautiful Mammoth Lakes, 
conveniently located next to a major 
interstate highway. The tiny mountain 
town’s inability to manage its finances 
has left few cops to patrol the streets, 
much less sniff around for big bags 
of dope, so you’ll have little to worry 
about. 

Not only is Mammoth a beauti-
ful place to hang out, there’s also a 
thriving heroin scene and few if any 
resources to combat the problem at 
the community or individual level. 

Local law enforcement and prosecu-
tors are trying to get a bandage around 
the current heroin situation, but with-
out more hands on deck, the drugs will 
continue to flow. 

Nationwide, the illegal use of opiate-
based prescription drugs like Oxy-
Contin and Vicodin has waned since 
its peak in 2012. Those drugs have 
been replaced by cheaper and more 
readily available heroin. According to 
the United Nations 2016 Drug Report 
released June 23, heroin use in the 
United States has reached a 20-year 
high. 

The switch appears to be the trend 
in Mono County, too, but there are no 
statistics or evidence to support the 
claim, because there hasn’t been any 
narcotics enforcement since 2013, 
Mono County District Attorney Tim 
Kendall stated in a letter to The Sheet 
on May 26. 

The current heroin trend is as bad if 
not worse than it was between 2010-
12, Kendall said. “Heroin and heroin 
use is the biggest issue facing the 
county (in terms of drug use) at this 
time.”

In 2010, the Mammoth Lakes Police 
Department issued a press release stat-
ing there was an “epidemic” of opiate-
based prescription drugs being abused 
in Mammoth. The Sheet ran a story in 
May 2011 detailing local heroin over-
doses and interviewed a dealer and 
a user. The story revealed that there 
had been little progress on that front 
in a year. Things haven’t gotten much 
better.

Nearly all narcotic enforcement ac-
tivities in Mono County and Mammoth 
ceased in 2014 and the beginning of 
2015. During that time, word got out 
about the cops and Mammoth become 
a well-known spot for drug dealers to 

hang out with little threat of getting 
caught, says Kendall. 

Mammoth Lakes Councilman 
Shields Richardson said Mammoth 
Lakes Police and Mono County Sher-
iff’s Office are doing the best they can 
but there is an obvious need for more 
cops. The force was cut severely from 
17 to 11 sworn officers following the 
airport litigation debacle (the Town 
lost a $47 million legal judgement) The 
will pay $2 million a year on it for the 
next two decades.  The town has slowly 
been growing its reserves and could 
afford to hire, but there’s no guarantee 
the town would have enough money to 
pay for more than a year’s salary.

Narcotics task forces formed through 
collaborative efforts between Mono 
County Sheriff’s Department, the 
District Attorney and Mammoth Lakes 
Police have deteriorated over time, 
and eventually, there was no one left 
to man the ship. MLPD was the first 
to pull out in 2012 then the entire 
narcotics enforcement effort fell to 
the Sheriff’s Department and DA. The 
Sheriff’s Department has not been able 
to recruit and fill positions so it, too, 
had to pull out. 

The Sheriff or Police Chief cannot 

raise salaries as an incentive to recruit-
ment, as salaries are set by the deputy’s 
union and Board of Supervisors, ac-
cording to Kern County Sheriff Donny 
Youngblood in an interview with The 
Sheet on May 31. Youngblood is also 
the California State Sheriff Association 
spokesperson. He said even if Mono 
County Sheriff Ingrid Braun wanted to 
raise the salaries, her hands are tied. 

Revenue generated through Tour-
ism Business Improvement District or 
TBID is a separate pot of money than 
that used to pay and hire new officers, 
Richardson added.

When the boat hit the rocks, the 
Mammoth Lakes Police Department, 
Mono County Sheriff’s Department, 
Mono County Probation, Mono 
County Behavioral Health, the Public 
Defender’s Office and the District At-
torney, secured outside funding to hire 
a single investigator. 

“In the first four months of 2016, 
with the work of one officer, there have 
been 48 new narcotic cases opened by 
the District Attorney Investigator. That 
is viewed as an extremely high number 
and should be very concerning for our 
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BEAR 
continued from page 1

Reggae Fest 3/4 color (Ted)

County Sherriff’s Department (the only 
local agency licensed to shoot within 
the city limits) as an agent when they 
apply. Deputy Pelchowski said that his 
department is also understaffed to deal 
with the quantity of requests it receives 
to kill bears. “If you list us on your 
permit, and we happen to be driving 
by and see the bear returning to your 
property, causing damage, within the 
window for which the permit is valid, 
we’ll take it for you….[but] we do not 
have the time or resources to hold a 
stakeout for a depredation bear.” 

The officers informed the crowd 
(mostly residents of June Lake and 
Lee Vining) that they may contract the 
depredation out by privately hiring 
professional trappers from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA). 
Estrada said that Mono and Inyo coun-
ties are two of only a few counties in 
California that don’t have contracts to 
share the cost of this service with the 
USDA. “If this is an option you are in-
terested in, talk to your local represen-
tatives on the Board of Supervisors,” 
said Estrada. 

According to Dennis Orthmeyer, 
the California State Director for USDA 
Wildlife Services, The USDA Animal, 
Plant and Inspection Services (APIS) 
has cost-share agreements with 34 of 
58 counties in California. Orthmeyer 
told The Sheet that if Mono and Inyo 
counties wanted to establish contracts, 
Wildlife Services would work directly 
with Agricultural Commissioner Nate 
Reade. “We develop a cost-share agree-
ment, work with the Agricultural Com-
missioner on how the federal wildlife 
specialists will work in the county,” 
said Orthmeyer in an e-mail to The 
Sheet. 

This was confirmed by Reade, who 
added that the respective Boards of 
Supervisors would have to vote on how 
financial resources would be pro-
vided to support a contract. Counties 
typically share the cost of providing 
Wildlife Services with the USDA.  

When asked how much it would 
currently cost an individual in Mono 
or Inyo County to privately contract 
the USDA to assist with a depreda-
tion permit, Orthmeyer said it was 
difficult to say if it was even possible. 
“We do not have a specialist that is 
available on moment’s notice to work 
on a depredation response outside the 
counties they work in.” He added that, 
“Estimating time and effort on a single 
incident is very difficult, as the time 
varies from species to species and the 
time involved may take two days to 
a week longer [than in a county with 
an established contract].” According 
to Warden Dailey, most depredation 
permits are only valid for up to ten 
days after they are issued. Contracting 
privately through the USDA appears 
not to be a viable option for property 
owners in Mono and Inyo counties at 
this time.

In the meantime, CDFW encour-
ages residents of the Eastern Sierra to 
report illegal human behavior such as 
improper food storage or feeding wild-
life to the anonymous hotline CalTip, 
at 1.888.334.2258 or the Bishop Field 
Office, at 760.872.1171. Mono County 
Sheriff’s Department was unavailable 
for comment as of press time. 
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IF YOU FLY, THEY CAN’T

By James

It’s intense how much 

gratitude you feel for 

the firefighters.

”

“

- Hillary Hansen-Jones

FIRE
continued from page 1

4:00-6:00

A ballot measure that will legalize 
the use of recreational mari-
juana by adults has gathered 

enough qualified signatures to be 
placed before the voters this Novem-
ber according to an announcement 
from California Secretary of State Alex 
Padilla on Tuesday. 

The Control, Regulate and Tax Adult 
Use of Marijuana measure has col-
lected more than 600,000 signatures, 
almost twice as many as needed to 
qualify for the November 8 ballot. It 
addresses both recreational and medi-
cal marijuana.

It will be the first measure since 
2010 which proposes legalization of 
recreational marijuana use by adults. 
Proposition 19 failed in 2010 with 53.5 
percent of California voters voting 
“No” and 46.5 percent voting “Yes.” 
But a lot can change in just 6 years. 
Current polling of mostly-likely voters 
shows that at least 60 percent of voters 
will vote “Yes.” If passed, California will 
join four other states that already allow 
recreational use of marijuana—Colo-
rado, Washington, Alaska and Oregon. 
Initiatives have also qualified for No-
vember ballots in Nevada and Maine.

The measure has been backed by 
Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom and Facebook 
investor Sean Parker. Parker alone 
contributed more than $1 million to 
the effort. Other supporters included 
the George Soros-supported Drug 
Policy Alliance, and the Californians 
for Sensible Reform which contributed 

On Sunday, June 26, a hobby 
drone flew into an area where 
helicopters were assisting with 

firefighting on the Erskine Fire in Kern 
County. According to a press release 
from kern River Ranger District, Fire 
managers were forced to ground all 
helicopters due to safety concerns for 

30 minutes. The drone operator was 
located and detained. 

According to the Federal Aviation 
Administration, illegal drone opera-
tion near wildfire suppression efforts 
is subject to civil penalties of up to 
$27,500 and criminal prosecution. 

By Giles

Will California vote to legalize recreational marijuana? 
black smoke come up and I thought, 
‘There goes Tioga Lodge.’” 

What he saw, he knows now, was 
the barn. “They keep calling the barn 
a storage shed. But that was a historic 
building.” 

“It was never going to fall down, it 
was built so well,” said Pat Kolker, who 
stored his sailboat, The Mono Maiden, 
next to the barn. 

The column of smoke Crowe wit-
nessed was also, likely, The Mono 
Maiden. Kolker worked at the Mobil for 
years, and stored his boat at the Tioga 
Lodge. He was on the east coast when 
he spoke to The Sheet—he had learned 
of the Maiden’s passing through a 
photo sent to him 
by Crowe. “It’s 
such a shame to 
lose the boat,” he 
said. “Katie, my 
bride—that was 
our first date [out 
on the lake].” 

Kolker said he’s 
not looking for-
ward to the clean-
up. “It’s about 800 
pounds of lead 
sitting there on 
the trailer.” 

“It’s the first time I’ve been off in the 
summer since I left Ohio in ’99,” he 
said with a laugh, and disaster struck. 
However, he said, he is thankful that 
the damage wasn’t worse and that 
everyone is safe. “Life is good,” he said, 
“life is so good.”

“I’m so grateful,” said Hillary Han-
sen-Jones, whose property not only 
survived, but over $100,000 worth of 
frozen brine shrimp in her freezers was 
saved by an emergency refrigerated 
truck. “Its intense how much gratitude 
you feel for the firefighters.” 

“I just hope that all the guys that 
responded get some credit,” said Tim 
Hansen, Hillary’s father and a former 
Mono County Supervisor. “They came 
down here and set up with three crews, 
cleared the brush and spent the night 
here, right here. The guys risked their 
lives to do this.”

“I’d like to say thanks to those guys 
for saving my stuff,” said Crowe of the 
firefighters who grabbed all the gear he 
wasn’t able to pile into his own truck. 
“All my paddles and some of my gear, 

they saved. One [firefighter] even went 
into the barn, probably while it was 
smoking, grabbing stuff.” Their efforts 
likely saved the Tioga Lodge, a historic 
landmark which, several sources told 
The Sheet, Teddy Roosevelt signed the 
deed to.  

One of the buildings at the Lodge, 
Crowe said, once served as the Lee 
Vining Post Office. The creek run-
ning down out of the hills there is 
still known as Post Office Creek—
Crowe said the loss of the area where 
the creek met the lake was another 
casualty of the Marina Fire. “It kind 
of made this a big delta that went 
towards Mono Lake and created this 

huge habitat for the 
wild birds,” he said. 
“I saw sage grouse, 
willow flycatchers 
and that sort of thing 
down there. It was just 
a humongous habitat 
for wildlife and it just 
burned to the dirt. 
That’s really sad,” he 
said.

“I don’t think any-
one really recognizes 
how tragic it was for 
all that stuff to burn 

up.”
As of Thursday, June 30, the Marina 

Fire had burned a total of 654 acres 
and was 89 percent contained, accord-
ing to a press release by Inyo National 
Forest. The exact cause of the fire is 
still under investigation, and people 
The Sheet spoke with hesitated to 
speculate on a cause. 

When asked if rumors that a South-
ern California Edison transformer had 
malfunctioned were true, Tim Hansen 
said that nothing had been confirmed. 
“You know, everyone is quick to blame 
Edison,” he said. “And there have been 
several fires that were definitely their 
fault, but they admitted it and they 
paid for the damage.” 

“You wish you could do more for 
those people who saved your butt,” 
said Hansen-Jones, who wanted es-
pecially to thank the firefighters from 
Bridgeport, June Lake and a CalFire 
team from Bishop who helped to save 
her property.

“Not losing everything we have, it 
was miraculous.”

Cert. Arb. # WE-9537A • CA D-49 Lic.# 976309 • Bonded & Insured
Tree Removal • Tree Pruning • Lot Clearing

Serving Mammoth, Bishop & June Lake

760-709-6893
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POT ON THE BALLOT
$750,000. It also has drawn support of 
the California National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored Persons 
(NAACP), the California Medical Asso-
ciation and the California Democratic 
Party. The Los Angeles Times reports 
that the measure’s supporters have 
raised approximately $3.7 million, 
while opponents—mostly comprised 
of law enforcement groups — operat-
ing under a group called the Coalition 
for Responsible Drug Policies, have 
raised $125,000 to date.

The measure calls for marijuana and 
hemp to be fully legalized in the state 
and will place a 15 percent sales tax on 
its sale and a cultivation tax of $9.25 
per ounce for flowers and $2.75 per 
ounce for leaves. State residents will 
be allowed to possess and use up to an 
ounce of marijuana and grow up to six 
plants for personal use. California was 
the first state to legalize medical mari-
juana, and it would be allowed some 
tax exemptions under the measure. 

It is estimated that the measure 
would raise as much as $1 billion per 
year in revenue and reduce public 
safety costs by tens of millions. The ini-
tiative directs most of the tax revenues 
to be used to cover regulatory costs, 
research on the effects of legalization, 
environmental mitigation, substance 
abuse treatment and other purposes.

All laws that currently apply to vap-
ing and tobacco products will also 
apply to marijuana.
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HEROIN
continued from page 4

Helena Spratt’s nephew Hainanu Spratt. 
Helena named the boy before she passed, 
but never got to meet him.

One summer night on the Bishop 
Paiute Indian Reservation in 
2012, some friends got together 

to do some drinking and laughing at 
a house party. Helena Ray Spratt had 
found her grandmother’s methadone 
earlier that day, left haphazardly in a 
car. She pinched some and added the 
powerful opiate into beers at the party. 
The party, just down the street from 
Helena’s home, was winding down by 
2 a.m. and people were going home, 
but Helena decided to stay the night. 
Helena never woke up.

For the first time, Helena’s mother 
Tennille Torres is sharing her story 
with the public, as a cautionary tale. 
She said telling the story is cathartic 
for Torres.

The story isn’t just about some kids 
that got in over their heads, but also 
about the adults and doctors that 
weren’t paying attention.

Helena was born and raised on the 
Bishop Paiute Reservation and gradu-
ated from Bishop High in 2012. The 
fateful party was just three months 
after graduation.   

Torres said her daughter was “a good 
kid,” staying close to home and attend-
ing Tribal gatherings and traditional 
sweats. She loved animals and kids. 
She chose the name for her nephew 
before he was born, but she never met 
him.

She would socialize, but wasn’t a big 
partier or drinker. “It wasn’t something 
she was in to,” Torres said. 

“Prescription drugs are a fairly new 
thing and aren’t talked about,” Torres 
told The Sheet on May 23. “It was new 
to me, I didn’t know they were doing 
that kind of stuff and drinking. I didn’t 
even see signs of it because, in my 
day, that’s not something we messed 
around with.”

Gail Zwier, Inyo County Health and 
Human Services Deputy Director, 
Behavioral Health, said the local Emer-
gency Rooms are reporting a fairly 
high incidence of opiate and prescrip-
tion drug-related cases, in line with the 
current nationwide epidemic of heroin 
use.  

According to a study published in 
2016 by the American Society of Ad-
diction Medicine, drug overdose is 
the leading cause of accidental death 
in America, with opiates and opiate-
based prescription drugs blamed for 
the rise. 

Torres’ mother, Helena’s grandmoth-
er, was heavily medicated during the 
time of the tragedy, taking 20 different 
medications a day, and wasn’t properly 
storing her drugs, “If you’re so buzzed 
you don’t even know where it’s at, you 
definitely have a problem. My mother 
couldn’t make sound decisions, and 
that’s addiction.” 

It was that addiction that led to 
Helena’s death. “Addiction grows out in 
different ways,” said Torres. She filed 
a formal complaint with her mother’s 
doctor and Toiyabe Indian Health 
Project. She said that Toiyabe has since 
rewritten its pain-management poli-
cies. Toiyabe did not return phone calls 
to The Sheet.

Parents need to take responsibility, 
too. “It’s important for parents to pay 
attention and to know where their kids 
are at,” Torres said. “I knew Helena 
was drinking with her friends, and 
I wish now, that I would have been 
harder about it, instead of thinking, 
‘Oh, they’re alright, because they’re not 
too far away,’ and that’s really not the 
reality of it.” 

Torres and her mother have talked 
about the tragedy before, but only to 
small crowds. At the first Helena Spratt 
Memorial Softball Tournament, the 
grandmother confessed that it was her 
methadone that led to Helena’s de-
mise. “It was a big step for us to come 
out like that,” Torres said.  

By Bodine
THE STORY OF HELENA SPRATT

small communities.”  Kendall added, 
“Most of the cases have involved 
the transportation and sale of large 
amounts of heroin and methamphet-
amine and several individuals who 
were caught dealing in town admitted 
that it was common to hold and move 
several kilos at a time in and out of 
Mammoth Lakes because the threat of 
getting caught was very low.”

Historically, there has been a consis-
tent flow of narcotics passing through 
Mono County, especially in Mammoth 
Lakes, but the flow was mitigated 
somewhat by the collaborative efforts 
of local law enforcement. Richardson 
added there has always been a drug 
culture within resort communities.

Robin Roberts, Director of Mono 
County Behavioral Health, said in 
an e-mail to The Sheet that her of-
fice receives two to three calls a week 
from people asking if it provides 
Medically Assisted Treatment (MAT) 
for opioid withdrawal and/or help to 
manage cravings and addiction with 
drugs such as Suboxone (Buprenor-
phine) and sometimes Methadone.  

“We do not (yet) have the capacity 
to provide this out of Mono County 
Behavioral Health,” Roberts said. 
“We want to be able to provide ‘best 
practice’ addiction medicine, but it will 
require us finding a psychiatrist who 
is licensed to do so and who wants to 
work here in Mono County.” There are 
no other facilities to refer people to, 
she added. 

She said the county is trying to figure 
out how to meet the needs of those try-
ing to manage their addiction “without 
subscribing to the ‘you have to hit bot-
tom’ point of view.”  

“This is, in my opinion, is the equiv-

alent of malpractice and maintains 
the point of view that people addicted 
have a moral and/or willpower issue. 
Evidence-based, best medical practice 
continues to show us that people who 
have access to MAT have better out-
comes and remain functional in their 
lives while managing the addiction. In 
other words, we can treat opioid addic-
tion as a medical issue if we can find 
providers who are willing. My concern 
is that, because we do not have the 
MAT to provide, we are missing a num-
ber of people who would otherwise be 
amenable to treatment.”

These aren’t your father’s heroin ad-
dicts with tell-tale track marks, stand-
ing at some obtuse angle and drawing 
flies. Nowadays heroin is smoked 
or snorted by upstanding teens and 
adults, dispensing with the needle and 
stigma that comes with it, according to 
Kern Sheriff Youngblood.

“Bobby” is a recovering addict in the 
Owens Valley whose name has been 
changed to protect his identity. Several 
stints in prison and six overdoses never 
got him to quit. It was the second time 
he put a gun to a friend’s head for more 
smack that got him to kick after three 
years of “getting well,” which, ironi-
cally, is what he called getting high.

He kicked it himself, locked up in a 
hotel room. He couldn’t walk for the 
first two weeks trying to get clean. He 
said he would never ask for help from 
the county or the government because 
all they do is offer methadone, another 
highly addictive and dangerous drug 
(See Helena Spratt sidebar story)

He’s shot it (“sex in a needle”), 
snorted it, smoked it and even popped 
a suppository or two to “get well.”  

Getting into the scene isn’t hard, 

Bobby explained. “All it takes is a cou-
ple of ‘Hey, try this, it’s off the hook,’ 
and you’re hooked. The first couple of 
times is love, then it’s maintenance.” 

Bobby took his first shot at age 15.  
“Although there are programs avail-

able, without more resources in the 
form of dedicated officers, there will be 
no way to address the influx of narcot-
ics nor to help the people that need 
help,” says Kendall. “The available 
programs will have minimal impact 
and Mono County communities will 
continue to have issues.” 

Kendall added that parents should 
be vigilant about keeping tabs on what 
their kids are doing, take notice of 

any changes in their grades, friends or 
moods and to educate them about the 
dangers of narcotic use. The commu-
nity needs to talk about drugs and how 
it’s affecting the community, and talk 
frequently.

“This is a community problem that 
we need to address together, citizens 
and government officials,” Kendall said 
in the letter.  

Bobby says the small rash of bur-
glaries and thefts is a telltale sign of 
addicts taking whatever they can to 
“get well.” 

“They (the community) don’t yet 
know what a heroin addict will do to 
get high.” 
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Gateway communities, Forest continue to discuss future roles in outdoor economy
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AUDITIONS

The first meeting of the Eastern 
Sierra Recreation Collaborative 
(ESRC) kicked off on Monday, 

June 27, with the U.S. Forest Service 
asking local communities to take on 
more of its historic responsibilities.

The Sierra Nevada Conservancy, 
Inyo National Forest, and Mam-
moth Lakes Trails and Public Access 
(MLTPA) hosted the meeting, which 
was held at Cerro Coso Community 
College’s Bishop Campus. It was the 
first of five meetings over the course 
of the summer funded by a grant from 
the National Forest Foundation. 

According John Wentworth, Presi-
dent of MLTPA’s Board of Directors, 
the kickoff meeting was “designed to 
provide a public forum and to galva-
nize communities to provide feedback 
on the recently released Draft Revised 
Land Management Plan for the Inyo 
National Forest.” Public comment is 
due by August 25.

The new plan will guide manage-
ment of the Inyo National Forest for 
the next twenty years. The Inyo is one 
of eight national forests selected to be 
“early adopters,” and one of the first 
to revise its plan. The USFS is asking 
local communities and non-gov-
ernmental organizations across the 
country to do more to manage public 
lands, claiming it does not have suf-
ficient resources to do so itself. 

At Monday’s meeting, Wentworth 
gave a presentation about the U.S. 
Forest Service’s notion of “Sustain-
able Recreation,” calling the revision 
of the plan a tremendous opportunity 
for gateway communities to gain a 
voice in how their local public lands 
are managed. Wentworth told listen-
ers that there is potential for gateway 
communities to reap tremendous 
economic benefits if they invest in 
stewardship of the places that draw 
visitors to them. “This is the business 
we are in… we can only go so long 
with failing signage, trails, etc. before 
someone comes along and says we 
need to try something else. Let’s do 
that.” He encouraged communities to 
rally together to get things done. “This 
is a generational opportunity, and 
something to show up for.”

The USFS’s 2010 publication, “A 
Framework for Sustainable Recre-
ation” says that more people are 
using public lands than ever and that 
infrastructure of public lands is fail-
ing due to inadequate resources to 
maintain them. The document reads, 
“National economic conditions and 
mounting financial demands under-
score the inadequacy of traditional 
funding sources to meet growing 
needs, yet user fees and private sec-
tor involvement to deliver services 
remain controversial.” The stated goal 
of Sustainable Recreation is to em-
power communities to be stewards 
of the land through recreation, and 
get the private sector investing and 
volunteering its talents and services 
to better public lands. 

During a question and answer 
period, Bob Gardner, Executive Direc-
tor of the Eastern Sierra Interpretive 
Association pointed out the elephant 
in the room. “There is going to be 

financial sacrifice across the board if 
we’re going to do this… We can’t say 
we’re going to do all of these things 
and then look the other way when 
it’s time to appropriate funding, at 
the federal level, the state level, the 
nonprofit level, the town level. Unless 
people are going to do things for free, 
and that just doesn’t work very well. 
It’s not sustainable.”
     In a later interview, Wentworth 
agreed that it 
is challenging 
to make volun-
teer resources 
sustainable. He 
also said that the 
federal govern-
ment will need to 
be held account-
able for holding 
up its end of the 
bargain if small 
communities 
are going to take 
on a larger role 
in public land 
management. He 
emphasized the role of organizations 
such as MLTPA and Sierra Nevada 
Conservancy in securing grant fund-
ing for projects and organizing volun-
teer efforts.

Speaking for ESIA, Gardner told The 
Sheet that nonprofits would have to 
be proactive in engaging a manage-
ment plan that includes Sustainable 
Recreation, saying it will require more 

resources. “As always, we will have to 
find more efficient ways to engage 
our members, raise more money and 
get people to volunteer.” When asked 
about funding and sustaining enthu-
siasm for volunteer efforts, he said 
he is optimistic. “The Eastern Sierra 
won’t be the Eastern Sierra if we don’t 
put in the time and resources to take 
care of it and keep it what it is.” 

Laura Beardsley, Executive Direc-
tor of nonprofit 
Friends of the Inyo, 
told The Sheet she 
didn’t foresee her 
organization’s role 
changing drastically 
under the proposed 
revisions in keeping 
with the framework 
of Sustainable Rec-
reation. “Recreation 
and conservation 
are inextricably 
intertwined, and 
Friends of the Inyo 
has a long history 
of working towards 

that goal,” she said. “Responsible rec-
reation is essential to the future of our 
local economies. We have exceptional 
public lands and that is what attracts 
both locals and visitors alike to our 
communities. This is an opportunity 
to ensure that those recreation op-
portunities are managed sustainably, 
and to ensure a robust future for the 
places we love.” 

Deb Schweizer, Public Affairs Of-
ficer for the Inyo National Forest, told 
The Sheet that the National Forest is 
seeking to expand a framework for the 
private sector to get involved in local 
land stewardship. “If you go back and 
look at the old plan, there is very little 
formal talk of partnerships between 
the private sector and the National 
Forest… with the new plan the idea is 
to go broader, to enhance possibili-
ties for new partnerships with private 
citizens.”

Schweizer said that the the cur-
rent culture of partnership between 
the National Forest and nonprofits 
such as ESIA or Friends of the Inyo 
developed on its own, out of private 
initiatives and citizens wanting to 
be good stewards of the land. “That’s 
one of the wonderful things about the 
Eastern Sierra, that people care about 
their public lands and come out to 
volunteer. We just need to make sure 
that there is a plan and policy to make 
sure that the work gets done well and 
gets done evenly across the forest.” 

The next three ESRC meetings are 
for communities to identify specific 
issues in the Draft Revised Manage-
ment Plan and are scheduled for 
Monday evenings from 6-8 p.m. The 
first of this series will be at the June 
Lake Community Center on July 11. 
For additional information about 
scheduled meetings, including rel-
evant documents, visit www. mltpa.
org. 

LET’S COLLABORATE! HOW ABOUT WE START BY YOU VOLUNTEERING? 
By Giles

We can’t say we’re 

going to do all of these 

things and then look the 

other way when it’s time 

to appropriate funding....

”

“

- Bob Gardner
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As it turns out, brine 

shrimp are pretty 

complicated creatures.

”

“

- Geoff McQuilkin

For the past two summers, Mono 
Lake has taken on a green tint 
and kept it well into July and 

August. In an October 2015 article 
from The Mono Lake Committee’s 
newsletter, “The Monologue,” Execu-
tive Director Geoff McQuilkin wrote, 
“the lake typically transforms into a 
blue, Lake Tahoe-like clarity as abun-
dant Artemia monica (brine shrimp) 
graze microscopic algae from the 
upper water column.” In the summer 
of 2014, brine shrimp abundance was 
the fourth lowest ever recorded since 
1979, and Mono Lake was distinctly 
emerald in hue. 

According to the Mono Lake Com-
mittee’s website, brine shrimp are a 
primary source of food for migrating 
sea birds such as Eared Grebes. As of 
spring 2016, it is estimated that 30-50 
percent of North America’s Eared 
Grebes visit Mono Lake annually. The 
Mono Lake Committee recorded that 
their visitation was at fifty percent 
of normal in October of 2014, and 
has been watching the algae blooms 
closely. 

When asked if the lake (still green) 
was greener than normal this sum-
mer, McQuilkin told The Sheet, “We 
don’t have any new information 
except that we’re monitoring it. It’s 
still green and it’s getting to be the 
time of year when we expect things to 
clear up... I will say that brine shrimp 
populations appear to be at the lower 
end of the spectrum from what we’ve 

GREEN AROUND THE GILLS

ed. “Based on previous research on 
salinity responses of Artemia [brine 
shrimp], it is unlikely that the current 
salinities [in Mono Lake] are causing 
serious ecological issues…” he wrote. 

LADWP is required by law to submit 
an Annual Compliance Report (ACR) 
to the State Water Resources Control 
Board every May in order to com-
ply with the Mono Basin Waterfowl 
Habitat Restoration Plan, established 
in 1994. This includes routine moni-

toring of the brine 
shrimp and phy-
toplankton (algae) 
populations at 
Mono Lake as pri-
mary food sources 
of waterfowl. Un-
der the Mono Basin 
Implementation 
Plan, waterfowl 
population moni-
toring in the Mono 
Basin must contin-
ue until the target-
ed lake level (6,392 
feet) is reached 
and the lake cycles 

through a normal wet/dry cycle. 
According to the ACR for 2015-2016, 

which was published in March 2016, 
mean adult brine shrimp abundance 
was 37 percent lower in 2015 com-
pared with 2014, and half of the long-
term mean from 1982-2016. 

Lake transparency was also very 
low throughout the year, with a 
mean of 0.91 meters in July 2015, as 
compared with 1.5 meters in 2014 
and 5.08 meters in July 2013. In an 
interview with The Sheet, Matt Kerby, 
Watershed Resources Specialist for 
LADWP said, “It’s business as usual 
and we’re seeing fairly normal popu-
lation fluctuations.”

Tim Hansen of High Sierra Brine 
Shrimp told The Sheet, “We haven’t 
really seen a problem, but this is a 

By Giles
Turbulent waters for sea monkeys at Mono Lake

tough lake. My unscientific opinion is 
that it can take it.” Hansen expressed 
his concern that LADWP’s research-
ers weren’t entirely unbiased in their 
findings. “I trust their findings, but 
science isn’t always unbiased.”

Historically, Mono Lake has been 
monolictic, undergoing an annual 
churning of its water, which spends 
much of the year stratified by nutri-
ent content and temperature. Kerby 
told The Sheet that there have been 
four years since 1982 where climatic 
factors have prevented the lake from 
“turning over,” trapping essential 
nutrients in its depths and limiting 
surface growth of algae and brine 
shrimp. Kerby said the cycle is self-
sustaining and natural for the lake. 
“Once those nutrients get kicked up 
again, you expect to see a larger algae 
bloom, and in turn a larger hatch of 
brine shrimp.”

The last time lake water remained 
stratified year round was in 2011. In 
2013-2014, LADWP observed a brine 
shrimp baby boom, followed by a 
steady decline in population ever 
since. Kerby told The Sheet, “It’s hard 
to say, but based the historic popula-
tion trends, we expect that they will 
rebound.”

Possible causes for the low shrimp 
population presented by LADWP 
include higher surface water tem-
peratures, increased salinity, erosion 
along previously wet regions of the 
lake bed, and less freshwater input. 

McQuilkin told The Sheet, “It’s a 
concern but not a crisis… people 
tend to think that one decision gets 
made somewhere and we can say 
‘that’s the cause!”… as it turns out, 
brine shrimp are pretty complicated 
creatures.” For now, paddlers, bird-
ers, and eager fourth grade science 
students will just have to stay tuned.  

seen so far.”  
The Los Angeles Department of Wa-

ter and Power (LADWP) has funded 
limnilogical (the study of inland 
waters) monitoring at Mono Lake 
since 1982. From 1996 and 2012, the 
research was carried out by The Ma-
rine Science Institute of the Univer-
sity of California Santa Barbara. Sierra 
Nevada Aquatic Research Laboratory 
(SNARL) provided field samples and 
laboratory technicians. LADWP Water 
Resources Staff 
assumed respon-
sibility for the 
program in July 
2012 and have 
been conduct-
ing brine shrimp 
monitoring ever 
since. McQuilkin 
told The Sheet 
that Dr. John 
Melack of UC 
Santa Barbara 
and his team will 
be taking over 
the monitoring 
project next year, 
bringing it back into the hands of 
independent researchers. 

Melack told The Sheet in an e-mail 
that scientists and local agencies only 
see the data LADWP collects through 
its routine monitoring at the time 
of the agency’s annual report to the 
State Water Resources Board in May, a 
year after the collections are complet-
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Bishop

25 years of experience

         japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar
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Denise Domaille Molnar and her dad, Dennis Domaille, the man who started it all. 

By Rea

I doubt I would have moved to the 
Eastern Sierra if it weren’t for the 
Mobil Mart. I met the boyfriend 

who lured me to Mammoth at a Thurs-
day night concert, and some of my 
fondest memories consist of hiking out 
of the Yosemite High Country, sun-
burned and dirty, and buying a pitcher 
of mango margaritas. I’d sit there and 
watch the sky turn pink over Mono 
Lake while my friends, joined together 
from the east and west sides of the 
Sierra, smiled and hugged and danced 
to The Trespassers. 

Dennis Domaille and his daughter, 
Denise Domaille Molnar, sat down 
with The Sheet on Tuesday to discuss 
the upcoming 20th anniversary of The 
Tioga Gas Mart (known colloquially 
as the Mobil Mart—they’re a Mobil 
franchise). Though Domaille opened 
the gas station in 1996, the place was 
more like 30 years in the making. He 
bought the property with Olympic 
gold medalist Roy Saari, who had his 
pick of three lots that he and two other 
friends had bought in an estate sale. 
The 68-acre property was “a piece of 
sage brush with no water and and a 
business community that didn’t want it 
here.” he said, but “I could see a high-
way, I could see phone lines, I could 
see power lines. So it had the greatest 
potential.” 

He actually tried to sell the place 
after the U.S. Forest Service decided 
to build their new Visitor Center north 
of Lee Vining instead of up at the Vista 
Point above the Mobil.“The powers 
that be wanted to direct traffic through 
Lee Vining to the Visitor Center. I said 
I’d be stuck with this piece of land and 
I’d have to do something with it. And 
they probably wouldn’t like what I was 
going to do.” 

What he decided to do was build a 
120 room lodge equipped with a gas 
station to greet travelers coming down 
the Tioga Pass from Yosemite. 

“To make a long story short, the gas 
station has turned out to be incredibly 
successful—to the point that I didn’t 
need to really do any more develop-
ment. I had my hands full right here, 
I had a job for my kids, and it’s been a 
great family business.”

Not only a family business—the 
Mobil Mart has employed scores of Lee 
Vining High School graduates, Yosem-
ite expatriates, folks looking for a sum-
mer job when Mammoth Mountain 
closes. 

TIOGA GAS MART CELEBRATES 20 YEARS 
“We have a lot of employees who 

have met here, got married here,” said 
Domaille.

Denise, his daughter, is now the 
manager of the business, which has 
been made famous by their four-star 
menu and signature mango margari-
tas. Mammoth’s Matt Toomey, who 
now owns his own restaurant, was in-
strumental in pioneering the “gourmet 
gas station.”  

The week they opened in 1996, “Matt 
Toomey came riding up on his Harley 
Davidson,” said Denise. “Well, Jane 
[Domaille, Dennis’ wife] hired him 
right on the spot,” said Dennis. Denise 
and her sister, Sierra, “scrubbed all the 
old used restaurant equipment with 
pumice until it was all shiny,” she said. 
They borrowed a meat slicer from Ian 
Algeroen at Skadi. “I remember we had 
a little Barnum and Bailey’s cookie jar 
that we sold shirts out of,” said Denise. 
They were 3 for $10 and designed by 
Ed Schuyler from Designs Unlimited. 
They sold them out by the original 
front entrance, which was the turnout 
off of Highway 120 coming down from 
Tioga Pass. “That’s why we called it 
the ‘Whoa Nellie Deli,’” said Denise, 
“because people would slam on their 
brakes when they saw it.” 

They were still serving simple food 
on paper plates with plastic cutlery, 
said Dennis, but word of their menu 
was growing. 

“We knew we were on to something 
when a local highway patrolman from 
June Lake, Thurman, came in with his 
own silverware and plates for his an-
niversary. He wanted Matt to cook him 
dinner but serve it on real China. And 
that was when we knew it was time to 
step it up.”

Multiple additions and renovations 
later, the Whoa Nellie Deli still turns 
out their signature menu under the 
direction of Ernesto Romero, who 
trained under Toomey. Their wildly 
popular Thursday and Sunday night 
music is on a schedule and their shirts 
are selling like hotcakes. I asked Den-
nis if they had to pay Mobil any fees 
for the use of their logo. “No, we have 
to figure out what to charge them!” 
Dennis said with a laugh. “If you look 
up Mobil Oil, we come up before Mobil 
corporate.”

Tourists and locals alike see the 
place as a destination in and of itself—
they snap photos of themselves eating 
fish tacos and ahi sashimi with Mono 

Lake glistening in the background 
and seagulls lurking on the periph-
ery, hoping for a french fry. And it’s 
still a watering hole for vagabonds 
from across the globe—from Pacific 
Crest Trail hikers to Park Rangers and 
employees seeking a big city excursion 
from Yosemite’s backcountry. 

“We have the world’s best custom-
ers,” said Dennis Domaille, sitting with 
Denise, who is currently pregnant with 
twins, in front of the building over-
looking Mono Lake. Dennis joked that 
he had to put off his retirement when 
Denise found out she was expecting, 
but that she’s the natural successor to 

the business. Denise’s son Dylan, at 
3 years old, “certainly seems willing” 
to carry the torch, especially seeing 
that his dad, Dan Molnar, is a locally 
renowned private chef.

I asked Dennis if the panorama fan-
ning out before us had anything to do 
with why he chose to put his future 
in that 68 acres of sagebrush so long 
ago. “Well,” he said with a smile, “you 
couldn’t come on this property and not 
notice the view.”

The Mobil’s 20th Anniversary Party, 
featuring The Trespassers, Good Medi-
cine and Good Livin’ is on Thursday, 
July 7 beginning at 3 p.m. 
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By Oster

see REAL ESTATE, page 16

Q: We own a Mammoth condo 
that we use and rent. We have 
been following the “Mammoth 

wish list” saga for new amenities and 
know that one or two are likely to not 
happen because of the lack of money. 
But we wonder why the town doesn’t 
just raise the bed tax to pay for these 
things? Nobody seems to be balking 
at the bed tax or the new TBID tax. 
People pay plenty to go to concerts, 
amusement parks, etc. and we believe 
that they will pay a little more bed tax 
if Mammoth has more amenities for 
them. What do you think? 

A: This may be the next step in all 
discussion, especially when the fiscal 
shortfall to fund the wish list becomes 
reality. Right now it is just projection. 
And I’m not sure about “nobody seems 
to be balking.”

The recent town council candidates 
were repeatedly asked to prioritize the 
wish list and the police station was the 
top priority based simply on the public 
safety factor. That project has now 
been approved by the Council and is 
considerably over the original budget. 
The permanent events venue is prob-
ably recognized as the potential for the 
most return on investment. 

Events like Bluesapalooza have 
proven to be economic juggernauts. A 
permanent venue could attract similar 
events and economic benefit. And we 
know the Ski Area will push for the new 
Airport terminal contribution dollars. 
And the ice rink/MUF has plenty of 
emotional attachment and support.    

Many true resort communities, 
especially mountain resort communi-
ties like Mammoth, have dealt with the 
whole “taxation without representa-
tion” quandary for decades (this is an 
appropriate discussion for Indepen-
dence Day). This emanated long before 
escalating Transient Occupancy Taxes 
(bed tax or TOT) and the hybrid cousin 
TBID (Tourism Business Improvement 
District). 

The resort taxation without rep-
resentation notion was founded in 
the volume of property taxes paid by 
second homeowners who never had 
the right to vote on any of the local 
issues. Many of these local issues are 
bonds increasing the property tax rate. 
Many included schools bonds that the 
second homeowners were never going 
to directly benefit from. 

The issue has been taken to court 
and some resort areas have dabbled in 

TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION ... OR APPRECIATION

The dirty little secret 

is the TBID is also 

essentially paying for 

the Mammoth Airport 

settlement... 

”

“

- Oster 

giving second homeowners some vot-
ing rights. But here in Mammoth only 
registered local residents get to vote. 
By-and-large the Mammoth second 
homeowners haven’t complained. And 
Proposition 13 keeps those extra bonds 
and taxes within reason. 

But Mammoth taxes the visitors with 
TOT and the Town has been increas-
ingly aggressive about making sure it 
is collected. The TOT is currently 13 
percent of the total room rate. This 
year’s budget estimates it will generate 
almost $12 million for the Town. Those 
monies pay for police and public 
safety, the snow removal and mainte-
nance of the public roads, the public 
transit system, etc.

In the past 
couple of years 
Mammoth Lakes 
also has a hybrid 
tax known as TBID 
(Tourism Business 
Improvement Dis-
trict). Everybody, 
including local 
residents, pay into 
this in various 
forms. This tax 
is on everything 
from lodging to lift 
tickets to restau-
rants to retail. The 
rate varies by a 
somewhat compli-
cated formula but it runs 1-2% in most 
cases. At some establishments the tax 
is clearly added to the receipt and oth-
ers it is calculated in total. At Vons it is 
identified as “Tourism Assessment.” 

TBIDs are becoming more and more 
common in cities in California. The 
Mammoth TBID was proposed to the 
Town Council and ultimately passed. 
There was initial opposition by some 
local residents, and if and when the 
subject comes up again there will likely 
be more opposition. Some residents 
protest by purchasing taxed items in 
other places. But the visitors pay and 
mostly don’t even seem to notice. May-
be they are just numb to this minutiae.

The TBID helps fund the marketing 
of the community as a popular tour-
ism destination. The entire marketing 
budget is large and is also coming 
under increasing scrutiny by the local 
watchdogs. But the dirty little secret is 
the TBID is also essentially paying for 
the Mammoth Airport settlement that 
almost bankrupted the Town (and I 
will remind everyone; the settlement 
we are paying is due to the Town’s 
incompetent attorneys who failed to 
adequately cross-examine the plain-
tiff’s expert witness. But so be it.) 

So the Town of Mammoth Lakes 
generates substantial visitor-related 
tax revenue. Most pure resort towns 
have to, especially mountain resort 
towns dealing with snow and other 
costs related to the intense weather. 
But tourism ebbs and flows with the 
weather and the economy. And tax 
revenue is tricky to predict; California 

missed estimated tax revenues by $1 
billion for the first 4 months of 2016. 

The Town even has a special surplus 
Reserve for Economic Uncertainty 
(which was recently tapped for the 
police station overrun). It is the mu-
nicipal version of the “rainy day fund.” 
The Town fathers of the past created it 
for a reason.

While the Town generates adequate 
revenues and nobody “seems” to be 
complaining, the real question is how 
much more can the Town tax the visi-
tors and local residents before there is 
push back. That is a difficult question 
to answer. Right now Mammoth has 
survived the recent drought winters. 
The popularity of summer and the 

shoulder seasons 
and the financial 
health of Southern 
California have 
kept the Town 
sustainable. But 
there are enough 
local business 
closures to indicate 
that things aren’t 
perfect. Recessions 
and droughts have 
always culled the 
herd in Mammoth. 
Of course, the for-
tunate trust funders 
almost always 
survive.

The tax and revenue situation looks 
balanced at this point. The finan-
cial conservatives will say build the 
Reserve for Economic Uncertainty; in 
other words, save some money. Others 
(including many people who haven’t 
been around very long) will say borrow 
and increase taxes and build more 
amenities. It has become an almost 
universal debate. In a resort town it is a 
dicey balancing act.

One of the “selling points” for 
increasing these taxes is educating 
people about what they pay for and 
where the value is (and that hopefully 
the money is managed well). One thing 
I see is that there are different sides to 
the story and most people don’t appre-
ciate what it is all about.

For instance, snow removal is a big 
issue. It is a substantial cost to the 
Town. It is completely unpredictable 
and the clearing is a real “health and 
safety” issue. But by the time many of 
the visitors get here, the work is done 
and they have a free path to get where 
they are going. Or they wake up in the 
morning and the work is done. Their 
bed taxes are paying for it but they 
likely don’t appreciate all the effort and 
expense.

Conversely, all those Measure Z lov-
ers who adamantly don’t want nightly 
rentals in their neighborhood wake 
up to the same great snow removal on 
their street. But who paid for it? Most 
think their property taxes did. But the 
guy staying at Motel 6 and Seasons 
Four did. Have they come to 
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Kerrick Helton

appreciate that?
Mammoth residents benefit in 

untold ways from the revenue gener-
ated by TOT and TBID. Without it, 
Mammoth would just be podunk. 
And these tax revenues are precious. I 
remember sitting in public meetings 
some 25 years ago listening to projec-
tions that the Town could someday 
have the revenue and budget that it 
has today. It was like a dream. But 
with the revenue comes responsibil-
ity. And the money never goes as far as 
we think it should. Everything seems 
to cost more, especially in Mammoth. 
Does anyone appreciate that?

Mammoth has grown to offer its 
guests increasing services and ameni-
ties. It didn’t happen overnight. And 
some would prefer it to be the sleepy 
town it was 30 years ago. But most 
like all the new amenities and ser-
vices even if we don’t have the world 
class ice rink and the peak-spanning 
gondolas. There is certainly plenty to 
do and more than enough space to do 
it in.

The Town also needs to consider 
what services and amenities will be 
important to the next generations. 
Since the Town’s incorporation the 
community has been catering to baby 
boomers as the majority. But that is 
changing rapidly. And the younger 
generations have different ideas. The 
“experiences” concept changes the 
game. And will they care to appreciate 
any of it? In 10 years when everyone 
owns a virtual reality headset will any 

of this be important? 
So raising any of the visitor-paid 

taxes to pay for more amenities be-
comes a precarious proposition. The 
tax revenues look good right now and 
we should appreciate it. But they can 
be fleeting. Like a “dumper” storm that 
splits and leaves us nothing. Anyone 
who has lived through enough cycles 
in this community knows it.

I’m not so confident about the abil-
ity of the current Town staff to make 
sound projections on proposals like 
this. We’ve seen before that they can 
be down the road while we’re left hold-
ing the bag. The economic viability 
of the Town is more important than 
the recent accomplishments on their 
resume. 

Ultimately the Town is in a sweet 
spot right now. Despite the Air-
port and bankruptcy fiasco and the 
drought winters, the local government 
and the community are on relatively 
sound footing. Is it time to roll the dice 
or just appreciate the recent good for-
tune? We have some new faces on the 
Town Council and we are hoping for 
true leadership in the coming months 
and years. I guess we’ll soon find out.

Happy Fourth!
Paul Oster is the Broker/Owner of RE/

MAX of Mammoth. For other timely 
real estate information you can go to 
www.MammothRealEstateBlog.com. 
For legal, accounting, or construction 
advice, please seek out the appropriate 
professional.

Helton is Coldwell’s new broker 

Coldwell Banker Mammoth Real 
Estate is proud to announce Kerrick 
Helton as the new Managing Broker. 

Kerrick moved to Mammoth in 1999 
and began his real estate career with 
Coldwell Banker Mammoth Real Estate 
in 2006. He was recruited and mentored 
by the late George Fowler who was the 
Founder/Broker Owner of the company 
for over 36 years.  

For the past ten years, Kerrick has 
earned multiple awards for his level of 
sales production. Most notably, Ker-
rick has achieved the International 
President’s Circle Award several years 
in a row from our International Cor-
porate Coldwell Banker Office and has 
achieved the status of Top Producer at 
Coldwell Banker Mammoth Real Estate 
for the past three years, 2013, 2014 and 
2015.       

Kerrick is successful in many aspects 
of his career, but he is most proud of his 
relationships with his clients. His past 

and current success were contributing 
factors to his promotion. 

Coldwell Banker Mammoth Real Es-
tate is recruiting new and experienced 
agents. Contact Kerrick Helton to learn 
more @ 760.924.0246. 

Higinbotham is new agent 

 Jerri Higinbotham recently retired 
from a 30-year teaching career in Spe-
cial Education in Corona-Norco and 
Los Angeles Unified School Districts.  
She is now a local resident and has 
quickly embraced the mountain com-
munity. Jerri is a volunteer for Disabled 
Sports of the Eastern Sierra, and is 
currently in the process of becoming 
a Volunteer Naturalist for Mammoth 
Mountain. Jerri enjoys spending time 
with family and friends, Nordic ski-
ing, hiking, knitting, and competing in 
triathlons.

Jerri’s focus in real estate is to provide 
a positive experience to clients by facili-
tating their desired real estate goals. 

 

Jerri Higinbotham 
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By Giles
Pacific Crest Trail sees record number of hikers in recent years

see TRAIL, page 19

   PHOTOS: GILES

Thru-hikers Juan “Rawhide” Miguel and Daniel “Puck” Derosier take a lunch/happy 
hour break at Vons.

The thru-hikers are here, and 
they’re here in record numbers. 
Since 2013, the number of peo-

ple applying for long-distance permits 
(500 miles or more) to hike the Pacific 
Crest Trail increased from 1,879 in 
2013 to 4,453 in 2015, According to the 
Pacific Crest Trail Association (PCTA). 
Successful thru-hikes (completing the 
trail from start to finish) have been on 
the rise since 2006, nearly doubling 
between 2014 and 2015.

The bulk of northbound thru-hikers 
begin their trek between the end of 
March and the beginning of May, 
reports the PCTA. Thus, a “bubble” 
forms on the trail, with hikers being 
concentrated in waves according to 
their pace and start date. Jack Haskel, 
Trail Information Specialist for the 
PCTA, said this bubble typically arrives 
at Mammoth Lakes in late July, early 
August. This suggests the number of 
thru-hikers passing through town 
should increase over the course of the 
summer. 

The trail is 2,650 miles long and runs 
from the Mexico border to Canada. It 
was designated as a National Scenic 
Trail in 1968. Deb Schweizer, Pub-
lic Information Officer for the Inyo 

National Forest, told The Sheet, “We 
are certainly seeing an increase in 
the number of people coming into 
towns to resupply.” Schweizer added 
that people are coming to this region 
expecting trails to be clear of snow as 
they have been in prior drought years, 
and finding snow conditions that slow 
them down. This has resulted in hikers 
spending more time in gateway com-
munities.

The recently published Draft Re-
vised Forest Plan for the Inyo National 
Forest states that the PCT’s nature 
and purpose is to provide for foot and 
horse travel in “spectacularly wild 

landscapes of high Pacific moun-
tain ridges… [that] hearken back to 
a simpler, more rugged time.” The 
plan recommends several options for 
relocating sections of the PCT, as well 
changes to the National Scenic Trail 
Corridor. At a public meeting in June, 
Schweizer told The Sheet, “In our pre-
ferred alternative, the corridor is very 
similar to what they’ve established on 
the Appalachian Trail.” The expansion 
is intended to better accommodate its 
increasingly heavy use.

Haskel told The Sheet that there is 
currently no accurate data about how 
many people will hike the trail this 

year. The organization will release 
the final figures for the 2016 summer 
season at the end of this calendar 
year, using trail polls and permits as 
its primary source of data. “We know 
that there are a lot of thru-hikers, and 
that there are likely more than last 
year.” Haskell said that even though 
the number of hikers has increased 
dramatically over the last few years, 
the PCTA is still hearing from hikers 
that they are able to experience soli-
tude and a wilderness aesthetic while 
on the trail.  

“I think that there is a new wilder-
ness ethic in American culture that 
is sending people out to explore our 
public lands. You can still spend 
months on end having that experience 
of solitude on the PCT… and it can 
remain that way with good manage-
ment,” Haskel told The Sheet.

Haskel said that residents of Mam-
moth Lakes should expect an espe-
cially high amount of thru-hiker traffic 
because it is a resupply for both the 
PCT and the John Muir Trail. “If you’re 
hiking in the busiest wave, the trail 
can be a very social experience. But, 
it’s also possible to hike for weeks on 

DON’T BOGART THE TRAIL, MAN

ON THE SLOPES 
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Joe “Banjo” Gleiter, Robert “England” 
Morgan and William “Muffin” Buick 
show off Banjo’s “ultra-light skateboard” 
after picking up food drops at the Mam-
moth Lakes Post Office. 

TRAIL
continued from page 18
end without seeing much of anyone.”
Haskel said the large groups of hikers 
seen passing through town are not a 
good indication of how crowded the 
trail is this year.

Employees at local businesses said 
that they have seen a massive increase 
in the number of thru-hikers visiting 
their stores over the last several years, 
but that this year hasn’t been unusual 
so far. “They bring a lot of business 
in volume… It’s mostly things like 
socks and fuel,” said Jon Crowley 
of Mammoth Mountaineering. Tai 
Devore, Manager at Eastside Sports 
said that the increased traffic is great 
for the local economy. “Thru-hikers 
are social, so if one person has a good 
experience, they tell others, and those 
people will come back and bring more 
people. We love them!”

Abe “Jedi Goat” Weissman (PCT Hik-
ers often use “trail names”) told The 
Sheet that many thru-hikers are now 
using smartphone apps such as Gut-
hook’s Hiking Guides in addition to 
maps for navigation. Guthook’s Guides 

uses GPS to locate water sources and 
open campsites for users, information 
previously gleaned from guidebooks. 
The app has been around since 2012, 
and Jedi Goat said it’s now ubiquitous. 
“I check it every time I come into 
town. It functions like social media on 
the trail. People can make updates or 
leave messages. At this point, it’d be 
hard for me to hike without it.”

Eddie “Roswell” Thompson of 
Florida and Christine “Nine Toes” 
Snow said a lot of hikers are skipping 
the Sierra this year to return when 
the snow has melted. “We were doing 
twenty miles a day, and now we are 
doing eleven on average,” said Nine 
Toes. The hikers expressed concern 
that recent publicity from the 2014 
film adaptation of Cheryl Strayed’s 
book Wild had brought more inexpe-
rienced hikers to the trail for the 2016 
season. “By the time you hit mile 900, 
they’re dropping out right and left,” 
Roswell said. 

Joe “Banjo” Gleiter and Robert 
“England” Morgan said that the region 
between Mount Whitney and Mam-
moth Lakes was the busiest section 
of trail they had seen yet. “You can 
find solitude, and it’s not hard to find 
campsites, but there are these big 
groups of fifteen or so people who will 
all travel and camp together,” Banjo 
told The Sheet. 

Haskell and Schweizer emphasized 
the importance of gateway commu-
nities and volunteers in preserving 
the wilderness aesthetic of the PCT. 
Schweizer said that sustainable use is 
always the goal. “It’s a twofold conver-
sation. It’s great that people are getting 
out and enjoying their public lands, 
it’s great for the local economy, but on 
the other hand, there’s human waste, 
issues with the number of camp sites, 
trail maintenance.” Those interested 
in volunteering through the PCTA 
should visit www.pcta.org/volunteer 
for regional projects. 
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OFF THE SLOPES 
30 YEARS OF WAKING UP EARLY
By Bodine
Sue Ebersold has kept The Breakfast Club doors open for three decades

Sue Ebersold, (l) owner of The Breakfast Club and Mammoth socialite with Vicki Rus-
sell at the 2012 Fourth of July parade.

Open at 10am this 4th, 
stop by before the parade!

ROBERTO’S CAFE
760.934.3667 • 271 OLD MAMMOTH ROAD

Amigos don’t le
t am

igos d
rive drunk!

The Breakfast Club, a pillar of the 
community served with hash 
browns, has been standing at 

the corner of Old Mammoth and 
Main Streets and run by Sue Ebersold 
for 30 years. 

The restaurant has fed the town 
for decades and Sue has organized 
the entertainment. She’s a bonafide 
socialite. The popular Oscar and Su-
per Bowl parties were her idea. When 
there was a limo service in Mam-
moth, she’d rent it out for the Oscar 
Party. Her Chick Parties drew 55 last 
year, with all the ladies getting goodie 
bags and a show by hunky deejay, 
Scottie Marzonie.
This is the first year she’ll be taking 

a break from organizing the Fourth 
of July parade. She told The Sheet she 
started helping out with the parade 
in the 1980s, fell in love with it and 
eventually took it over. She said it’s a 
lot of work and wants to sit back and 
watch for a while.
Ebersold can provide the enter-

tainment and the desserts. The first 
thing people see when they come 
into the Breakfast Club is a rack full 
of hand-made pastries and muffins. 
The baking started when she was 

making cheesecakes for restaurants 
in Bishop. She started making wed-
ding cakes about the same time she 
started running the restaurant and 
Cakes by Sue was born.

She said she was self-taught, then 
paused for a second and said she 
used to make pies with her grand-
mother. “I wanted to open a bakery 
and ended up with a restaurant.” 
She made 50 wedding cakes last year.
Like a lot of Mammoth locals, she 
came up to “screw off” for a year. That 
was in 1982. She’s been here now for 

44 years.
She bought the Pot Belly Deli in 

1986 from Bill Schuller and changed 
the name and the color scheme; 
everything was brown. She waited 
tables there before she bought the 
place. She also waited at Pea Soup 
Anderson’s, tended bar at the Village 
Inn and the Golden Dragon. 

The name Breakfast Club is a bit 
of a misnomer because they serve 
lunch, too. The food is all homemade, 
from the oven baked fries to the best 
biscuits and gravy in town. She said 

the breakfast dish was spotlighted 
in a biscuits and gravy aficionado 
magazine that named it the best on 
the Eastside.

The restaurant has an outside patio 
and roasted tri tip that marinates 
for three days before it’s served. The 
Breakfast Club also has a liquor li-
cense, serving Blood Marys, Mimosas 
and Baileys and Coffee. 

A restaurant is not the best mon-
ey-making idea in Mammoth, but 
Ebersold made it happen. She said 
it’s “survival of the fittest and most 
stubborn” in town. “You just don’t 
give up.”

Ebersold will be in the Fourth of 
July parade this year: look for the gi-
ant cow and walking slices of bacon.
Standing in front of the Breakfast 
Club is a young pine tree, that gets 
decorated like a Christmas Tree for 
the Fourth of July. The tree was plant-
ed in memory of her daughter Allie.

For lunch, breakfast, cocktails and 
a visit with some sweet and sassy 
waitresses, stop in the Breakfast Club 
at the corner of Old Mammoth and 
Main Streets, next to the Shell Station. 
And bring Ebersold a cow, she loves 
cows.
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By Rea 

On June 23, almost 52 percent of the electorate of the United Kingdom voted to leave the European Union (or, if you’re Fox News, voted to leave the 
United Nations), in a move termed “Brexit.” 

The Sheet asked people on the street: What is a Brexit?

SHEET SURVEY

“Oh gosh. It’s some sh*t that’s in the Huffington Post about 
Britain separating.”                                       
             
                - Jackie “I don’t want to be in the paper”, Lee Vining

“A What? Oh wait, yes, I know about this. I think Scotland 
wants to stay, right?”
           
             - Cheryl Underhill, Bishop

“It’s a Dr. Seuss character! ... No, the real answer is that it’s 
the result of a conservative movement to convince the working 
class to vote against its better interests.”                                        
              
     - Nathan Rapheld, 45 and single

“That’s when the British want to leave the European Union.”
*Editor’s Note: Peirce had just returned from a 7-day back-
packing trip, and still knew the answer.                      
                                
         - Jay Peirce, El Dorado Hills

“I don’t understand fully what it is, I’ve only received e-mails 
from E-Trade calling the British Pound the British Ounce.”
            
             - Andrew Macrae, Oakland

“I don’t know!”  
*Editor’s note, this is Peirce’s daughter, and he says he was just 
talking to her about it. But kids never listen, do they?                                
             
             - Sabrina Koldinger, El Dorado Hills
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                        NO CLASS-IFIEDS
Help Wanted Help Wanted

Sierra Employment Services, Inc is 
hiring for the following positions

Houseman-M $12/hr
Line Cook-B,M $13/hr

PT GL Plumber-M  $13/hr 
Sales Associate -B $10-$12/hr
Office Manager-B $15-$18/hr
Lab Tech-M $26.16-$34.59/hr 

Housekeeping Sup-B $18-$22/hr
General Laborers -B,M $12-$15/hr
PT/FT Housekeepers-B,M$12-$15/

hr

Call 760-924-0523 or 760-873-8599
 

See our full joblist online 
www.SierraEmployment.com

 Grumpy’ s is hiring  experienced wait-
staff. Apply at Grumpy’s Restaurant.

Stellar Brew is hiring for Food Prep and 
Line Cooks. Experience necessary. Fun 
working enviroment, great pay, awesome 
hours. We are looking to fill full time and 
part time positions. Apply in person or e-
mail resume to stellarbrew@gmail.com.

House keeping  position available at 
the Austria Hof Lodge. Call 760.934.2764 
or drop off resume at 924 Canyon Blvd.

Get Outdoors 365 seeks sales associ-
ate. Outdoor knowledge a plus. Reliable, 
happy, trustworthy, etc. Talk to Sean or 
Anita

Hertz agent  Friday-Monday (32-40 hrs/
wk) possibly fill in other days. Needs to be 
21 and have a clean driving record with a 
valid drivers license. Must be computer 
literate and have great people skills. Duties 
include cleaning cars, answering phones 
and working with customers. Please 
contact Cassandra or Karla (760)934-7004 
or email resume to mammothcarrental@
gmail.com

The Town of Mammoth Lakes is recruit-
ing for:

               Permanent Positions
•  Finance Director
•  Equipment Mechanic
                 Seasonal Positions
•  Gymnastics/Tumbling Instructor
•  Recreation Coordinator
•  Aquatic Site Coordinator
•  Assistant Aquatic Site Coordinator
•  Lifeguards/Swim Instructors
•  Rec/Summer Camp Leaders & Interns
•  Sports Officials 
•  Crossing Guards
Come and be a part of the exciting Town 

of Mammoth Lakes team and help make 
a difference in our local community! For 
details, please visit the Town’s website: 
http://www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov

For Rent

1 BR Snowcreek Meadow Condo, fully 
furnished sunny open floorplan with view 
of Mammoth Mt. Full amenities-pool, 
sauna, laundry. N/S & N/P $1,295.00. call 
(760)709-1726.

PERSONALS

The Best Commercial Space  In Mam-
moth Lakes! Appox.1291 Sq. Ft. with 400 
Sq. Ft. of loft space for office. Amenities: 
Loading dock & roll up door entry, onsite 
management,restrooms,heating available, 
snow removal. Other units available too. 
Sure Save Self Storage 86 Commerce Dr. 
Mammoth Lakes (760)934-4583

Restaurant Manager
Rafters Restaurant & Lounge is looking for 
a strong service-oriented individual to di-
rect and supervise our Rafters restaurant 
floor team. Looking for someone with 
vision and passion to deliver the highest 
quality and detailed experience to our 
guests. Must have previous management 
experience in a high-volume restaurant.

Floor Manager
Red Lantern Restaurant is seeking Floor 
Manager. Responsible for the day-to-day 
operation of restaurant service. Schedule 
and train staff. Be highly visible on the 
floor. 2 years management experience 
required.
Please complete an application at 202 
Old Mammoth Road or send resumes to 
mm@thesierranevadaresort.com

Commercial Space  for Rent. Appox. 
2000 square feet, great location Old Mam-
moth Road.$2350.00/month. call Russ 
(760)934-6377. 

The Sierra Nevada Resort & Spa is hir-
ing for all Rafters Restaurant, Red Lantern 
and Jimmy’s dining room and kitchen 
positions. Full and Part Time positions 
available.Please complete an application 
at 202 Old Mammoth Rd. or send resumes 
to mm@thesierranevadaresort.com

3 Light and Bright,Beautifully furnished 
1 BR ,units avaiable for rent from now until 
12/15/16. Upper units, Very Modern, cus-
tom lounge sofa,stainless steel appliances.
Dishwasher,micowave,oven,etc.Direc 
TV,Blazing fast wifi, and all other utili-
ties included in the Rent. Absolutely No 
smoking and No Pets. $1400. per unit. Will 
consider any time frame within this pe-
riod. Contact Nate Hunter(310)748-4506, 
or nate@cityloancorp.com

Charming Creekside 2 bedroom in 
Big Pine. Long Term Lease, updated 
kitchen, jacuzzi tub, in-unit washer/
dryer, pellet stove, fenced yard, & storage 
shed. $950.00 a month, 1 1/2 X’s rent for 
deposit. No smoking, No Pets. Call Dave

(818)312-2433.

Help Wanted
Superior Court of California for Mono 
County-Accepting applications for volun-
teers to serve on Mono County civil grand 
jury starting July 1, 2016 through June 30, 
2017.  A civil grand jury is a “watchdog” 
group of community volunteers who have 
the authority to investigate local govern-
ment and public complaints about local 
government.  The grand jury is appointed 
by the Superior Court Presiding Judge.  
Members of the grand jury will receive 
training and legal advice. For more infor-
mation and application go to the Court 
website at http://www.monocourt.org/
grand_jury.htm.  You may also contact the 
Superior Court at (760) 924-5444, ext. 221, 
or pick up an application at the Mam-
moth Lakes Courthouse at 100 Thomp-
sons Way. Accepting applications until 
4:00 p.m. Friday, July 8, 2016.

Dominos is hiring delivery drivers and 
shift managers. Apply in person. All posi-
tions. 760.934.5555. 

 Full Time Mechanic Needed at Chev-
ron please contact Tom at (760) 934-3399 
Leave message.

Virginia Lakes Resort- Immediate 
Employment (non-smoking Facility) 2 
Positions- housekeeper/wait-staff(female 
perferred)1 postition general help(male 
perferred). Free room and board on site, 
very rural area, limited Internet, poor 
Phone service. Call (760)-647-6484 or 
(760)937-0635.

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Toomey’s Food Products

2MEEZ3435, Inc.
6085 Minaret Road, P.O. Box 3985
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a corpora-
tion.
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above in March 
29,2016.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on April 27,2016
File Number 16-065
2016-0090  (6/18, 6/25, 7/02, 7/09)Fictitious Business Name Statement

The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Green Machine Rentals

Age Busters, Inc.
238 Serria Manor Road P.O. Box 2801
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by a corpora-
tion.The registrant has not yet begun to 
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name listed herein. 

This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on June 07, 2016         
File Number 16-081
2016-0089 (6/11, 6/18, 6/25, 7/02)

Clean, quiet partially furnished studio 
apartment In Mammoth Slopes, $695.00 
per month, 1 person rate, lease,non-smok-
ing unit, no pets, low utilities, first,last and 
security. Call (760) 934-9451.

Eastern Sierra Plumbing Full time 
employment opportunity for a Journey 
Man Plumber with at least 5 yrs experi-
ence. Send resume to info@easternsier-
raplumbing.com Good pay, company 
vehicle provided, plus other paid benefits. 

FULL TIME OR PART TIME HELP 
WANTED Busy Law office seeking cleri-
cal support. Applicants should possess 
the following: Excellent communication 
skills including strong grammar, writing 
and proof reading abilities; organizational 
abilities; and knowledge in Word and Excel 
a plus. Some familiarity with the legal field 
a plus, but not necessary. Spanish speak-
ing a plus. Pay depends on experience. 
Please fax resumes to (760)934-4063 or 
email to lorinda@mammoth.law

Tomas Rodriguez seeks in-house book-
keeper/accountant. Flex hrs. Competitve 
pay. Call Tomas @ 310.629.7263

HIGH COUNTRY “TRENDS” in Mam-
moth has job openings for both full and 
part time sales associates. We are seeking 
enthusiastic, professional individuals with 
a strong background in retail sales and 
knowledge of home decor & design, cabi-
nets, counter tops, flooring and related 
products.

High Country Lumber offers a competi-
tive hourly pay rate w/sales commissions 
+ health benefits and 401k for qualified full 
time employees.

Apply in person or Submit resume to:
 High Country Lumber
Attn: Steven Joseph
444 South Main Street
Bishop, Ca. 93514

Mammoth Wealth Management is a local 
affiliate of Wells Fargo Advisors Finan-
cial Network and is looking for a Client 
Service Associate. 

Responsibilities will include but not 
be limited to, phone coverage, greeting 
clients, office organization, filing, keeping 
calendars, organizing events, oversee 
compliance, data entry, maintaining in-
ventory of office supplies, interacting with 
custodian broker/dealers, outside money 
managers, mutual funds, insurance and 
annuity companies. Your skills should 
include, handling sensitive and confiden-
tial information with maximum discre-
tion, excellent communication skills, 
ATTENTION TO DETAIL, proficiency in 
Windows-based programs, organization, 
prioritize and manage multiple tasks, 
excellent verbal and written communi-
cation skills, professional attitude and 
demeanor, work independently with 
minimal direction, et. al. Competitive pay 
with benefits package. If interested Please 
contact Danielle White at HR@myriadas.
com or call (515) 216-5459
Convict Lake Resort seeks:

Accounting Manager - $18.26-$21.15/
hr + H&W & 401(k). Accounts payable, 
payroll, journal posting, filing, report 
preparation. QB & Excel required. 

Wrangler - $10/hr + commission and 
tips. Assistant to wrangler for daily two 
hour trail rides at 9 a.m. and 12 p.m. Call 
760.934.3800 x. 29.

Mammoth High School X-Country 
team seeks asst. coach for summer train-
ing. Call Tomas @ 310.629.7263 asap. Im-
mediate opening. Stipend provided. 

Get Outdoors 365 seeks PT bike me-
chanic. One-year experience. Competi-
tive pay. Great environment. Stop by the 
shop and talk to Sean. 

Rental Wanted
Seeking year-round rental, Mammoth 

or Crowley,  2+bd w/laundry. Locals 
since 1999, references. Call Marty at 
760.920.1099. 

Bleu Handcrafted Foods is HIRING! 
Looking for someone to join our amazing 
team at Bleu with a passion for food, wine, 
charcuterie and great customer service! 
Food and beverage experience a must! 
An oppotunity to learn more about the 
craft of Artisan Bread Baking is also aval-
able. Full or part-time available. Hourly 
plus tips. Send reumes to theresabrocia@
yahoo.com or call (760)709-6689

I heard you ... dumped your passenger 
out of your golf cart and broke him. You 
should be smoking greens, not playing on 
them. If it were me, on the next hole I’d 
hit driver. 

I thought I saw you ... with your feet on 
the seat. Yes, I’ve been watching. 

I hope to see you ... in the parade. I just 
hope Snowcreek doesn’t let you partici-
pate in their entry as it involves driving 
golf carts. 

In search of ... a Lady Libertine for the 
4th weekend. If you’ll hold my torch, you 
can make my bed your Ellis Island.

I saw ... that there was a big fire in Lee 
Vining this week. First smoking hot thing 
I’ve seen in Lee Vining in decades.

I hope to see you ... competing in the 
June Lake Triathlon. But if you decide to 
pass, swing by my house. I’ve got three 
alternate events for you, including one 
big final leg. 
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BARS & MUSIC TOWN STUFF

CALENDAR PAGES SPONSORED BY:

Happy hour/
Outlaw Saloon. 4-7 p.m. daily and all 
night on Mondays.
Roberto’s 4-6 p.m. Mon.-Thurs.
Austria Hof. 4-7 p.m. Sun.-Thurs.
Fri./Sat. 4-6 p.m.
Whitebark Restaurant Bar & Lounge 
Unwind daily drink and food specials 
4-6 p.m. 
Clocktower Cellar happy hour 5-7 
p.m. daily and all day Sunday. $5 
dollar menu items, drink specials. 
Happy hour @ Sushi Rei. 5-6 p.m. 
daily. Half off apps and all-you-can-
eat sushi on Wednesdays.
Happy hour @ The Bistro at 
Snowcreek, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Mon.-Sat.
Mammoth Tavern happy hour 
Tuesday-Sunday 3:30-5 p.m. Closed 
Mondays and closed until May 18 for 
maintenance.
Smokeyard weekend happy hour 4-6 
p.m. in the bar only.
Side Door happy hour daily 3-6 p.m. 
Sundays at the Side Door, half-off 
Moscow and Kentuky Mules. 
Bottomless mimosas @ Side Door.  
Saturday and Sunday. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Mammoth’s famous Slocums happy 
hour 4-6 p.m. 
Giovanni’s Happy Hour, daily 4-6 
p.m. Large pizza and a pitcher of beer 
gets you free wings.
Lakanuki happy hour daily 4:30-
10:30 p.m., $4 margaritas, Mai Tais 
and food discounts. Sunday Club 
Nights with DJ Night Audit. Happy 
Hour drink specials 10 p.m.- close.
McMurry’s Sports Bar in Bishop has 
daily happy hour from 3:30-4:30 p.m. 

July 1-3/
Live Music at The Gallery at Twin 
Lakes. Begins 4:30 p.m. each day. See 
ad, this page. 

Friday, July 1/
Idle Hands plays the East Side Bake 
Shop. Starts 6 p.m. Enjoy dinner with 
your music! See ad p. 9.  
Saint Billy Bodley plays the Village 
at Mammoth as part of a host of 
activities. See ad p. 5. 

Saturday, July 2/
Up All Night plays the East Side Bake 
Shop. Starts 6 p.m. Enjoy dinner with 
your music! See ad p. 9.  
Lava Moon plays the Village at 
Mammoth as part of a host of 
activities. See ad p. 5. 

Sunday, July 3/
Good Livin’ plays the Mobil Mart in 
Lee Vining from 4-7 p.m. Free. See ad, 
p. 22. 
Ventucky String Band feat. Social 
Distortion member Brent Harding. 
3-6 p.m. at Sierra Nevada Resort and 
Spa. 

Monday, July 4/
The Rising Sun Dogs play Mammoth 
Brewing Co. 4-6 p.m. 
Jelly Bread plays After-Parade BBQ 
at Rafters. 11 a.m. 
Bird Dog and DJ Wayne Swayze play 
@ Mammoth Tavern Parking Lot. 12-5 
p.m. 760.934.3902 for more info. 

Thursday, July 7/
The Mobil Mart 20th Anniversary 
Celebration. The Trespassers, Good 
Medicine, Good Livin’. Begins 3 p.m. 
See ad, p. 22 and story, p. 13

Friday, July 8/
GrooveSession @ Rafters. 10:30 p.m. 

July 1-3/
Mammoth Celebrates the Arts. Fine 
arts and crafts show in a juried art 
show, held in Footloose parking lot 
Friday and Saturday 9 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Sunday 9 a.m.-5 p.m. For more 
information go to www.monoarts.org.

Friday, July 1/
Mono Lake Bird Walk with Mono 
Lake Committee. Meet @ Mono 
Lake Park, 51365 US-395, Lee Vining. 
8-10 a.m. For more info visit www.
monolake.org.
Free Essential Oils workshop @ 
Mammoth in Motion in the Village. 
Hosted by Gracie Hammer. 7 p.m. 
6201 Minaret Rd. 
Nawanaki-ti (Farmers) Market, Big 
Pine. 5:30-8:30 p.m. at Big Pine Tribal 
Office/Gardens. 
Farmers Market in Independence. 
Mairs Market Parking Lot. 4-7 p.m. 

July 2-3/
Mono Lake Canoe Tours led by the 
Mono Lake Committee. Saturdays 
and Sundays. Tours begin @ 8, 9, 9:30 
and 11 a.m. and last about 1 hour. 
Arrive half an hour early. Reservations 
strongly recommended. $25 per 
person. For more info, visit www.
monolake.org or call 760.647.6596.

July 2-4/
Fourth of July Extravaganza in The 
Village at Mammoth. Chihuahua 
races, music, performers, food, 
fireworks. See ad, p. 5 
Mono Arts Council Festival in 
Footloose parking lot. See ad, p. 21. 

Saturday, July 2/
Eastern Sierra Certified Farmers 
Market 9 a.m.- noon. Locally-grown 
fruits and vegetables. Behind Bishop 
City Hall on Church Street. For info, 
contact Sue 760.937.6768 or e-mail at 
bishopfarmersmarket@gmail.com.
Roller Skate Night @ the RecZone in 
Mammoth, 6-9 p.m. 
Eastside Velo group bike ride. 
Hawthorne ride starting from Mono 
Lake Park. Ride registration 8:30 a.m. 
Starts 9 a.m. Info: www.eastsidevelo.
org. 
11’053’ Summit Sunrise at Mammoth 
Mountain. Load the lower Panorama 
Gondola at 5:30 a.m. and explore 
the summit before day begins. Visit 
wwww.mammothmountain.com or 
call 1.800.MAMMOTH. Adults: $19, 
Youth and Senior: $14, 12 and under 
free and Cali4nia Passholders: $10.
Free Fishing Day in California. Go 
ahead and fish, you don’t need a 
license! 

Sunday, July 3/
Panum Crater Walk. Explore the 
secrets of one of the most recent 
volcanoes to rock the Eastern Sierra. 
Wear sturdy shoes. Meet at the Panum 
Crater parking lot (4 miles east of Hwy 
395 on Hwy 120). Visit www.esia.com 
for info. 

Monday, July 4/
9th Annual Footloose Freedom Mile. 
Run a mile as fast as you can before 
the parade in Mammoth. 10:30 a.m. 
See ad, p. 2. 
Town of Mammoth Lakes Fourth of 
July Parade. Begins 11 a.m. 
Independence Day Fireworks Show @ 
Crowley Lake begins @ 9:15 p.m.  See 
sidebar, next page. 
Big Day at the Park in Bishop. See 
sidebar, next page. 

Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 200 beers

A TRUE SPLASH BROTHER 
DROWNS HIS SORROWS HERE

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

BUY AN AD NOW
Your ad here makes you $$$ 
        Know why?
        People read...

Call June 937.3967
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ESTA App 

Swiftly, a mobility solutions 
company, has partnered with Eastern 
Sierra Transit Authority (ESTA) 
to bring more accurate real-time 
predictions to the Eastern Sierra. As 
part of this pilot project, new GPS 
trackers have been installed on ESTA’s 
buses in Mammoth. A free mobile 
app offers many features including 
quick access to real-time transit 
information and live maps with 
vehicle locations. 

Download the Swiftly mobile app 
for iOS at www.goswift.ly/ios. 

Alternatively, ESTA riders can also 
text or call 760.201.1117, enter the 
appropriate bus stop number, and get 
the next three real-time arrivals for 
routes that serve that stop via voice or 
SMS message. 

June Lake shuttle 

The June Lake Summer Shuttle 
provides convenient, hourly service 
connecting all destinations between 
June Lake Beach and Silver Lake 
Campground. The Shuttle will operate 
from 9-1 and then from 2-5, seven 
days per week starting June 25. 

 The Mammoth/June Route is one 
daily round-trip between Mammoth 
Lake and June Lake. It leaves the 
McDonald’s in Mammoth at 8:30 
a.m. and swings by the Village at 
Mammoth before hitting June Lake 
Beach at 9 and the Tiger Bar at 9:08 
a.m. The return leaves at 5 p.m. from 
the Tiger Bar and mysteriously does 
not stop at June Lake Beach before 
returning to Mammoth. Sounds 
like The Sheet needs to ask a few 
questions ... 

Crowley Library fundraiser

The Crowley Lake Friends of the 
Library are having their biannual 
Book Sale/Silent Auction/Bake Sale 
on July 4th at the Crowley Lake 
Community Center (across the street 
from the Crowley Lake General 
Store on South Landing Road). 
The sale will run from 11:00 AM to 
5:00PM. The silent auction has gift 
certificates from local restaurants, 
pack stations, and many other 
businesses from Bishop to Mammoth 
Lakes. The bake sale will have many 
treats to complement you 4th of July 
picnic and the firework show over 
Crowley Lake. Info: Brock Thoman. 
760.920.1517/760.935.4556

Romeo and Juliet Auditions

Audition for one of Shakespeare’s 
most classic tales of two young lovers, 
reinvisioned. Set against a backdrop 
of pre-WWII, Romeo is a German 
youth and Juliet is a Jewish girl. 

Runs Oct 6-24 Thurs-Sat @ 7 p.m. 
and Sunday @ 4 p.m. 

Auditions are on July 7 & 8 at 6 
p.m. at the Edison Theatre, 100 
Collge Parkway, in Mammoth. 
Looking for men & women 16-70. 
For more information, visit www.
mammothlakesrepertorytheatre.org. 

TOWN STUFF UPCOMING 
Monday, July 4 (cont’d)/
Big Pine American Legion Walk for 
Veterans. Starts 7:30 a.m. $25 entry 
includes breakfast and shirt. All 
proceeds benefit vets. 
Annual Mammoth Lakes Lions Club 
Pancake Breakfast in the Mammoth 
Mall (Chart House) parking lot. 7-11 
a.m. See ad p. 8. 
Bishop fireworks show @ Bishop 
Airport. Doors open 4 p.m.
Crowley Lake Friends of the Library 
Book sale/silent auction/bake 
sale. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Crowley Lake 
Community Center. 
Mammoth Mountain Last Call & 
Yodler BBQ. Take the final turns 
of the 2015-16 season. 100 lucky 
shredders will receive a free beer 
ticket. Live music on the grass at 
the Adventure Center. Visit www.
mammothmountain.com for info. 
Stars Over Mono with ESIA. Meet at 
South Tufa kiosk at 8:30 p.m. For more 
info, visit www.esia.com. 
Mono Basin Historical Society 
Meeting, 6:00-8 p.m. at Lee Vining 
Community Center. Potluck begins at 
6, meeting at 6:30. Call 760.647.6644 
for info. 
Silver Lake Resort celebrates 100 
years, go to www.silverlakeresort.net.

Tuesday, July 5/
Mono County Board of Supervisors 
meets. 9 a.m. Bridgeport Courthouse. 
For agenda, visit http://www.
monocounty.ca.gov/bos/page/board-
supervisors-meetings
MakerSpace at Mammoth Lakes 
Library, 2-5 p.m. Thursday also. 
Discount Bike Day @ Footloose 
Sports. Rent for a full day and pay half 
day rates. See ad, p. 12.

Wednesday, July 6/
Mammoth Lakes Town Council 
meets. Suite Z. Minaret Mall. 6 p.m. 
Hoff and Sauser take their seats. 

AT THE MOVIES

Minaret Cinemas                         “The Secret Life of Pets” begins 7/8       

Independence Day: Resurgence (PG-13): Sequel to Humans v. Aliens hit 
which first appeared in the ‘90s. 

Finding Dory (PG):  Follow-up to the wildly popular Finding Nemo. 

Info: www.mammothlakesmovies.com/760.934.3131. 

CALENDAR PAGES SPONSORED BY:

Mono County Community Budget 
Strategic Planning Workshop in 
Bridgeport. 6-8 p.m. Annex III, 184 
Twin Lakes Rd. See ad, p. 27
Skip’s Outdoor Market in Mammoth. 
Mammoth Luxury Outlets parking lot, 
4-7 p.m. Call 760.914.2000 for a booth 
or for more info. 
Story Time at Mammoth Lakes 
Library. 10:30 a.m. 
Ladies get Golf Ready at Sierra Star 
Golf Course. 5:15-6:30 p.m. 2001 
Sierra Star Pkwy, Mammoth. 

July 7-8/
Auditions for Romeo and Juliet at 
Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre. 
See sidebar, this page and ad, p. 9.  

Thursday, July 7/
Discount Paddleboard Day @ 
Footloose Sports. Rent for a full day 
and pay half day rates.  See ad, p. 12. 
The Village Summer Movie Series: 
Looney Toons Golden Collection. 
8:30 p.m. in the Village at Mammoth. 

July 8-10/
Mammoth Jazz Weekend. Three days 
of music, food and fun, featuring Tom 
Rigney and Flambeau. Visit www.
mammothmuseum.org for more 
information. See ad, p. 13. 

Saturday, July 9/
Open House BBQ and Casting 
Contest. Join the Eastern Sierra 
Fishing Guides Association for food, 
drink and good times at Shady Rest 
Park, 5 p.m.
White Mountains Exploration with 
Friends of the Inyo. Half driving, half 
hiking tour to explore the Potential 
Wilderness Additions. Meet at FOI, 
819 Barlow Lane, Bishop. 8 a.m. RSVP 
at www.friendsoftheinyo.org. 
June Lake Triathlon. “The Toughest 
Race in the most Beautiful Place.” 
Visit www.highsierratri.com. 

Crowley Lake Fireworks 
Spectacular

The Town of Mammoth Lakes in 
partnership with Crowley Lake Fish 
Camp is proud to once again host 
the annual Fourth of July Fireworks 
Spectacular at Crowley Lake on 
Monday, July 4.

This year’s “Sky Concert” will propel 
over 737 shells into the Eastern Sierra 
sky for a mesmerizing 20 minutes 
beginning at approximately 9:15 p.m. 
(weather permitting).

 Admission to the Fourth of July 
Fireworks Show is $25 per car, RV, or 
truck (excludes camping), and $5 per 
individual/bike (walking/riding).

To ensure a safe holiday experience 
for everyone, please observe the 
following:

No personal fireworks are permitted 
within Mono County.

Obey road closure and no parking 
signs. Parking is NOT permitted along 
Highway 395 or Crowley Lake Drive at 
any time. 

Do not boat within 100 yards of the 
fireworks detonation site at Hilton 
Bay and proper night-time navigation 
lighting is required. 

Please enjoy our national holiday 
in a safe and responsible manner. 
For more information, please contact 
the Town of Mammoth Lakes Parks 
and Recreation Department at (760) 
934-8989 ext. 222 (which is now 
760.965.3690 but the Town refuses 
to update its press releases) or visit 
www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.

Big Day at the Park

The City of Bishop will be hosting 
their Annual “Big Day at the Park” on 
Monday, July 4. Everyone is welcome 
to enjoy a day at the City Park to 
celebrate the Fourth of July with 
activities starting at 11:00 a.m. and 
ending at 4:00 p.m.

For the spectator: Come and watch 
an exciting Exhibition Baseball Game 
at Diamond Four; For some exercise: 
Bring your tennis rackets and balls 
and play on the city tennis courts 
or check in at the City Pool Office 
to check out a bocce ball set or a 
volleyball to get started on a game 
of bocce ball or get some digs in this 
summer in our volleyball sand courts!

To cool off: Come and join us at the 
City Pool free of charge from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Live music will begin at 2:00 
p.m. and free watermelon, ice cream, 
and pie will be served starting at 2 
p.m. until all of the pie is gone!

To end your day, relax and enjoy the 
Bishop Volunteer Fire Department’s 
Independence Day Fireworks Show 
at the Bishop Airport. Airport and 
Wye Road gates open at 4:00 p.m. 
and the show will begin at 9:00 p.m. 
Admission is $20.00 per vehicle; if you 
are walking or riding your bike, it is 
$10.00 per person.

Don’t miss out on the fun! If you 
need more information please call 
Bishop City Hall at (760) 873-5863. 
Hope to see you there!
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Public Hearing Notice

Public Hearing Notice

PERSONALS

Notice Inviting Bids

In search of ... a boat for the 4th Weekend. 
If you let me onboard, I’ll pump your 
bilge.
I heard you ... almost lost all your brine 
shrimp. I don’t worry about losing mine, 
they’ve been in the freezer for years.
I heard you ... panicked over the Brexit. 
You should have been far more panicked 
about the Brentry. 

Public Notice

Notice Inviting Bids
The Town of Mammoth Lakes will receive sealed bids 
for the work shown on the plans entitled:

HILLSIDE DRIVE PARKING IMPROVEMENTS

In the Town of Mammoth Lakes for
The Town of Mammoth Lakes, California
Bids will be received at the Office of the Town Clerk of 
the Town of Mammoth Lakes located at:
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite R,
Mammoth Lakes, California  93546
until 2:00 PM on Friday, July 8th, 2016 at which time 
they will be publicly opened and read.
Proposal forms and Contract Documents for this work 
are included in the specifications. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: The project is located 
in Mammoth Lakes, CA on the southeast corner of 
Canyon Blvd and Hillside Dr., addressed as 99 Canyon 
Blvd. Project includes parking lot construction, curbs 
and gutters, sidewalk, ADA ramps, street and parking 
lot lights, retaining wall, bus shelter, stormwater 
retention basin and associated work. The engineer’s 
estimate for this project is between $500,000 and 
$550,000.  The work includes full compliance with 
all applicable laws, rules and regulations.  The work 
shall be completed within the time set forth in the 
Contract.
A non-mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held at the 
conference room at the Town Offices on June 29th, 
2016 at 2:00 PM, located at 437 Old Mammoth Road, 
Suite R, Mammoth Lakes, California.  
The contractor shall have a valid Class A Contractor 
license, a Driver’s License, and a current Business Tax 
Certificate and shall maintain all required licenses 
throughout the duration of the Contract. The Contrac-
tor shall demonstrate his qualifications by having ad-
equate equipment in good working order, experience, 
and ability to perform work.  The Town will be the sole 
judge as to the qualifications of each bidder.  
Pursuant to Labor Code Section 1771.1(a), a contrac-
tor or subcontractor shall not be qualified to bid on, 
be listed in a bid proposal (subject to the require-
ments of Section 4104 of the Public Contract Code), or 
engage in the performance of any contract for public 
work, as defined in Chapter 1 of Part 7 of Division 2 
of the Labor Code, unless currently registered with 
the Department of Industrial Relations and qualified 
to perform public work pursuant to Section 1725.5.  
However, an unregistered contractor may submit a 
bid that is authorized by Section 7029.1 of the Busi-
ness and Professions Code or by Sections 10164 or 
20103.5 of the Public Contract Code, provided that the 
contractor is registered to perform public work at the 
time the contract is awarded.
Plans and specifications may be obtained for a 
NONREFUNDABLE FEE as listed below: Description, 
Plans & Specifications (incl. bid forms)
can be picked up at the Town Offices $25.00. 
Shipped UPS, FedEx, or US Mail $50.00.
Town of Mammoth Lakes Offices are located at
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite R, Mammoth Lakes, 
California 93546. 
To order the plans and specifications by telephone 
call Sierra Shultz at (760) 934-8989 ext. 282.  Plans 
and specifications will be available on the Town of 
Mammoth Lakes web site. Email Sierra Shultz at 
sshultz@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov to obtain a 
link to download the bid package. Please provide all 
bidder contact information including name, affilia-
tion, phone number, fax number, and email address 
in order to be added to the bidders list. Electronic 
versions of the bid package will only be provided to 
prospective bidders that provide all of the required 
information. The Town of Mammoth Lakes hereby 
notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively ensure that 
in any contract entered into pursuant to this adver-
tisement, disadvantaged business enterprises will be 
afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response 
to this invitation and will not be discriminated against 
on the grounds of race, color, or national origin in 
consideration for an award.

This project is subject to compliance monitoring and 
enforcement by the California Department of Indus-
trial Relations.  Pursuant to Section 1773 of the Labor 
Code, the general prevailing wage rates have been 
determined by the Director of the California Depart-
ment of Industrial Relations. These wages are set forth 
in the General Prevailing Wage Rates for this project, 
available at Town offices.  Future effective general pre-
vailing wage rates, which have been predetermined 
and are on file with the California Department of 
Industrial Relations are referenced but not printed in 
the general prevailing wage rates.  A copy of the rates 
shall be posted by the successful bidder at the job site.  
The successful bidder and all subcontractor(s) under 
him shall comply with all applicable Labor Code 
provisions, which include but are not limited to the 
payment of not less than the required prevailing wage 
rates to all worked employed by them in the execution 
of the Contract, the employment of apprentices, the 
hours or labor and the debarment of contractors and 
subcontractors.

Pursuant to Public Contract Code section 22300, the 
successful bidder may substitute certain securities for 
funds withheld by the Town to ensure performance 
under the Contract.
The Contract will be awarded to the responsible bid-
der submitting the lowest responsive bid based on the 
base bid alone.  The Town reserves the right to waive 
any informality or irregularity in a bid. The Town of 
Mammoth Lakes reserves the right to reject any and/
or all bids, or to utilize any alternative procedures au-
thorized by the Public Contracts Codes Sections 20166 
and 20167.  Submission of a bid shall be deemed 
conclusive evidence that the bidder has thoroughly 
examined the plans, specifications and the site of all 
work and the bid takes all costs into account.  Each 
bid shall remain good for a minimum of sixty (60) 
days after bid opening.

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, CALIFORNIA

Jamie Gray, TOWN CLERK
DATED:  June 17, 2016 

TS #2016-0091

The Town of Mammoth Lakes will receive sealed bids 
for the work shown on the plans entitled:

TRAILS END PARK CONCRETE WORK

In the Town of Mammoth Lakes for
The Town of Mammoth Lakes, California
Bids will be received at the Office of the Town Clerk of 
the Town of Mammoth Lakes located at:
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite R,
Mammoth Lakes, California  93546
until 2:00 PM on Wednesday, July 20th, 2016 at which 
time they will be publicly opened and read.
Proposal forms and Contract Documents for this work 
are included in the specifications. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Project includes earthwork, 
footings, concrete work and associated work. The 
engineers estimate for this project is between $60,000 
and $70,000.  The work includes full compliance with 
all applicable laws, rules and regulations.  The work 
shall be completed within the time set forth in the 
Contract.
A non-mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held at the 
conference room at the Town Offices on July 12th, 
2016 at 2:00 PM, located at 437 Old Mammoth Road, 
Suite R, Mammoth Lakes, California.  
The contractor shall have a valid Class C-8 Concrete 
Contractor license, a Driver’s License, and a cur-
rent Business Tax Certificate and shall maintain all 
required licenses throughout the duration of the Con-
tract. The Contractor shall demonstrate his qualifica-
tions by having adequate equipment in good working 
order, experience, and ability to perform work.  The 
Town will be the sole judge as to the qualifications of 
each bidder.  
Pursuant to Labor Code Section 1771.1(a), a contrac-
tor or subcontractor shall not be qualified to bid on, 
be listed in a bid proposal (subject to the require-
ments of Section 4104 of the Public Contract Code), or 
engage in the performance of any contract for public 
work, as defined in Chapter 1 of Part 7 of Division 2 
of the Labor Code, unless currently registered with 
the Department of Industrial Relations and qualified 
to perform public work pursuant to Section 1725.5.  
However, an unregistered contractor may submit a 
bid that is authorized by Section 7029.1 of the Busi-
ness and Professions Code or by Sections 10164 or 
20103.5 of the Public Contract Code, provided that the 
contractor is registered to perform public work at the 
time the contract is awarded.
Plans and specifications may be obtained for a 
NONREFUNDABLE FEE as listed below:  Description, 
Plans & Specifications (incl. bid forms)
can be picked up at the Town Offices $25.00. 
Shipped UPS, FedEx, or US Mail $50.00.
Town of Mammoth Lakes Offices located at
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite R, Mammoth Lakes, 
California 93546.

To order the plans and specifications by telephone 
call Sierra Shultz at (760) 934-8989 ext. 282.  Plans 
and specifications will be available on the Town of 
Mammoth Lakes web site. Email Sierra Shultz at 
sshultz@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov to obtain a 
link to download the bid package. Please provide all 
bidder contact information including name, affilia-
tion, phone number, fax number, and email address 
in order to be added to the bidders list. Electronic 
versions of the bid package will only be provided to 
prospective bidders that provide all of the required 
information.
The Town of Mammoth Lakes hereby notifies all 
bidders that it will affirmatively ensure that in any 
contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, 
disadvantaged business enterprises will be afforded 
full opportunity to submit bids in response to this 
invitation and will not be discriminated against on the 
grounds of race, color, or national origin in consider-
ation for an award.

This project is subject to compliance monitoring and 
enforcement by the California Department of Indus-
trial Relations.  Pursuant to Section 1773 of the Labor 
Code, the general prevailing wage rates have been 
determined by the Director of the California Depart-
ment of Industrial Relations. These wages are set forth 
in the General Prevailing Wage Rates for this project, 
available at Town offices.  Future effective general pre-
vailing wage rates, which have been predetermined 
and are on file with the California Department of 
Industrial Relations are referenced but not printed in 
the general prevailing wage rates.  A copy of the rates 
shall be posted by the successful bidder at the job site.  
The successful bidder and all subcontractor(s) under 
him shall comply with all applicable Labor Code 
provisions, which include but are not limited to the 
payment of not less than the required prevailing wage 
rates to all worked employed by them in the execution 
of the Contract, the employment of apprentices, the 
hours or labor and the debarment of contractors and 
subcontractors.

Pursuant to Public Contract Code section 22300, the 
successful bidder may substitute certain securities for 
funds withheld by the Town to ensure performance 
under the Contract.
The Contract will be awarded to the responsible bid-
der submitting the lowest responsive bid based on the 
base bid alone.  The Town reserves the right to waive 
any informality or irregularity in a bid. The Town of 
Mammoth Lakes reserves the right to reject any and/
or all bids, or to utilize any alternative procedures au-
thorized by the Public Contracts Codes Sections 20166 
and 20167.  Submission of a bid shall be deemed 
conclusive evidence that the bidder has thoroughly 
examined the plans, specifications and the site of all 
work and the bid takes all costs into account.  Each 
bid shall remain good for a minimum of sixty (60) 
days after bid opening.

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, CALIFORNIA

Jamie Gray, TOWN CLERK
DATED:  June 24, 2016 

TS #2016-0094

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED 
AMENDMENT OF THE DISTRICT WATER CODE ES-
TABLISHING A WATER CONSERVATION PLAN AND 
AN EMERGENCY WATER SHORTAGE PLAN

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Directors of 
the Birchim Community Service District will hold a 
PUBLIC HEARING on the proposed water conserva-
tion plan and an emergency water shortage plan.   
Said hearing shall take place at 7:00 PM on Thursday, 
May 7, 2015 at the Crowley Lake Community Center, 
Crowley Lake Drive, Crowley Lake, California.  The 
Proposed amendment will be available for inspection 
after April 23, 2015 at Owen’s Gorge Rd, Tom’s Place, 
CA.  Call Scott Wing-Hartlein at 760-935-4631 for an 
appointment.

TS #2016-0096

BIRCHIM COMMUNITY SERVICE DISTRICT

Birchim Community Service District hereby gives 
notice that, pursuant to Govn’t Code section 61115,
a Delinquency Special Assessment Report has been 
filed with the Board of Directors and a public
hearing addressing this report will be held at 7pm on 
Thursday July 7, 2016 at the Crowley Lake Community 
Center. Crowley Lake, CA
Birchim Community Service District
760-935-4140
birchimcsd@yahoo.com 

TS #2016-0097

Notice of Public Hearing  
Zoning Code Amendment 

(ZCA 16-001) 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, 
July 13 2016, beginning at 2:00 p.m. and continuing 
until finished, at the Town Council Chambers, Suite 
Z within the Minaret Village Shopping Center, 437 
Old Mammoth Road the Mammoth Lakes Planning 
& Economic Development Commission will hear 
an application request for the following: 
Application Request: Zoning Code Amendment 
(ZCA) 16-001 — Amend Zoning Code Chapter 17.40 
(Water Efficient Landscape Regulations) to meet the 
requirements  of the 2015 updated CA Model Water 
Efficient Landscape Ordinance (CA MWELO). 
CEQA Determination: Exempt pursuant to Public 
Resources Code section 21083.3 and State CEQA 
Guidelines section 15183.  
Location: Town-wide 
Zoning: All Zones 
Proponent: Town of Mammoth Lakes 

All persons having an interest in the proposed 
application request may appear before the Planning 
& Economic Development Commission either in 
person or represented by counsel and present 
testimony or may, prior to said hearing, file with the 
Executive Secretary written correspondence 
pertaining thereto.  Pursuant to Government Code 
Section 65009(b), if this matter is subsequently 
challenged in court, the challenge may be limited to 
only those issues raised at the public hearing 
described in this notice or in written correspondence 
delivered to the Town of Mammoth Lakes at, or prior 
to, the public hearing.  For additional information, or 
to obtain a copy of the staff report which will be 
published no later than July 8, 2016, contact Nolan 
Bobroff, Assistant Planner, at (760) 965-3631. 
Facsimiles may be sent to (760) 934-7493, or e-mail 
at: nbobroff@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 

 
Mammoth Lakes Planning & Economic Development 

Commission 
P.O. Box 1609, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 

Notice of Public Hearing  
Zoning Code Amendment 

(ZCA 16-002) 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, 
July 13 2016, beginning at 2:00 p.m. and continuing 
until finished, at the Town Council Chambers, Suite 
Z within the Minaret Village Shopping Center, 437 
Old Mammoth Road the Mammoth Lakes Planning 
& Economic Development Commission will hear 
an application request for the following: 
Application Request: Zoning Code Amendment 
(ZCA) 16-002 — Amend Section 17.100.040, 
Additions and Alterations to Nonconforming Uses and 
Structures, to modify the restrictions on additions to 
nonconforming structures. 
CEQA Determination: Exempt pursuant to Public 
Resources Code section 21083.3 and State CEQA 
Guidelines section 15183.  
Location: Town-wide 
Zoning: All Zones 
Proponent: Town of Mammoth Lakes 

All persons having an interest in the proposed 
application request may appear before the Planning 
& Economic Development Commission either in 
person or represented by counsel and present 
testimony or may, prior to said hearing, file with the 
Executive Secretary written correspondence 
pertaining thereto.  Pursuant to Government Code 
Section 65009(b), if this matter is subsequently 
challenged in court, the challenge may be limited to 
only those issues raised at the public hearing 
described in this notice or in written correspondence 
delivered to the Town of Mammoth Lakes at, or prior 
to, the public hearing.  For additional information, or 
to obtain a copy of the staff report which will be 
published no later than July 8, 2016, contact Ruth 
Traxler, Associate Planner, at (760) 965-3637. 
Facsimiles may be sent to (760) 934-7493, or e-mail 
at: rtraxler@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 

 
Mammoth Lakes Planning & Economic Development 

Commission 
P.O. Box 1609, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 

Public Hearing Notice

TS #2016-0099

TS #2016-0098

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Our Lady of the Valley of Coleville

St. Joseph Church
58 Ranch Road, P.O. Box 372
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by a corpora-
tion.
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above in July 1,2016.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on June 1,2016
File Number 16-083
2016-0092  (6/25, 7/02, 7/09, 7/16)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Lake Front Cabins

Lake Front Cabins
32 Brenner Street P.O. Box 696
June Lakes, Ca. 93529

This business is conducted by a Married 
Couple
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above in November, 
2004.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on June 14,2016
File Number 16-083
2016-0093  (6/25, 7/02, 7/09, 7/16)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

June Lake Properties

June Lake Properties
2662 Boulder Drive P.O. Box 238
June Lake, CA 93529

This business is conducted by a corpora-
tion.
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above in 1983.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on May 19, 2016         
File Number 16-086
2016-0086  (6/11, 6/18, 6/25, 7/02)
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WHERE THE BUFFALO ROAM
By Rea

The Guacheno family have 
created their own little world 
out at the base of the White 

Mountains, running a farm where 
the by-product of hay production is 
world-class bison meat. 

Robert Guacheno moved with 
his wife, Tanya, and their five (now 
six) children to the Eastern Sierra 
in 2009. He thinks of himself as 
primarily an alfalfa farmer, and 
“recycles” as much as 750 tons of 
hay per year through his livestock—
naturally-raised bison who eat 
all of the hay he doesn’t sell to his 
primary customers. “If we have a 
bad hay year, we have a great meat 
year,” and vice versa, he says. 

Guacheno uses no pesticides, 
grass killers or chemical fertilizers 
on his hay, but he does use about 
500 tons of bison manure per year, 
completing the cycle. “As soon as I 
told the guy selling fertilizer I was 
organic, he didn’t want to talk to 
me,” said Guacheno, whose alfalfa, 
though not “certified” organic, 
teems with ladybugs and is watered 
by snowmelt running from the 
mountain range above. “It’s living, 
breathing,” said Tanya. “If you grab 
a handful of dirt, there are worms 
in it.”

“It’s better to be transparent and 
build a relationship with individuals 
then to join the [organic] club. I 
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don’t need to worry about what I’m 
feeding to you, because I’m feeding 
it to my family first,” he said. 

“My budgets do run tight, but I 
have peace at night.”

Robert, Tanya and their children 
gave me a tour of their property 
on a blue, breezy day in June, and 
while the kids showed off their 
bantam roosters, puppies and 
baby chicks, their parents talked 
about the delicate balance that 
they are trying to achieve with their 

ranch. The property, which came 
equipped with a small hydroelectric 
plant that runs off of water flowing 
from the White Mountain range, 
was almost sub-divided into mini 
ranches before the Guachenos 
stepped in, leaving their life in 
Fallbrook for a home on the range. 
“I was six months pregnant with 
[6 year old son] Ryder when we 
moved out here,” said Tanya, whose 
mother owns the property as Robert 
acts in the capacity of manager. The 
machines in the 1940s pump house 
whir as water is turned into power 
and then is directed into the pivots 
in the alfalfa fields to water their 
primary crop. “These buildings are 
protected, they’re so old,” Tanya 

said of the facility where all the 
magic happens. 

“We’re always just tweaking what 
was here already,” said Robert. 
“Somebody put a lot of thought into 
this.” He installed computerized 
systems to regulate the water’s flow 
and measure input and output. 
“Even though its from the 1900s 
there’s no reason this place can’t be 
modern.” It took the Guachenos 
three years to get a contract with 
Southern California Edison to be 
able to harness the power coming 
from the White Mountains, and it 
still doesn’t go directly to the farm. 
“We sell the power to them, and 
then we pay our electric bill,” Tanya 
said. 

In his former life, Robert had 
been in the concrete world, but in 
2008, with the economic downturn, 
the industry had taken a hit and 
the family made the decision to 
become ranchers. 

“Seven years before we moved 
here I read my first bison breeder’s 
handbook,” he said when asked 
how he went from pouring concrete 
to raising herds of buffalo. The 
family always had animals in 
Fallbrook, he said, but the bison 
were an entirely new endeavor. “My 
first choice was elk, but they won’t 
let you raise elk in California.” So 
bison it was.

“Bison is the original livestock 
for meat on this continent,” 
says Guacheno, who sells White 
Mountain Bison at Aaron Schat’s 
Roadhouse and Whiskey Creek in 

Curious bison approach the camera at White Mountain Ranch in Hammil Valley.

see BISON, page 28

New TOML  T.O.T TBD

White Mountain Bison Ranch has become the Guacheno family’s home on the range
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NO RUNNER LEFT BEHIND

Bishop, as well as providing meat 
to Sierra Bounty (a local produce 
service) subscribers and selling it 
directly from their freezers at the 
ranch. “We want people to be able 
to afford to buy [the product],” said 
Tanya, who says they currently charge 
$9 a pound for ground bison. “That’s a 
dollar under what Vons charges,” she 
said, and the meat is local. “Anybody 
that rolls in here is getting a bargain,” 
says Robert. 

The bison are raised in spacious 
pens, and separated into herds. 
Robert showed off his newest bull, 
shedding his winter coat, who came 
from original Yellowstone stock. He’s 
not allowed in with the new calves 
until they’re old enough to get out of 
his way. “You can never take a chance 
on a new bull,” he said.

“Feedlots are sometimes viewed 
in a negative light,” said Robert, 
“but if you’re running an animal on 
thousands of acres, it’s not going 
to look good.” “Feedlot” isn’t quite 
how I’d describe what the bison are 
living in—after all, I grew up in the 
Central Valley, driving past acres of 
cows standing knee-deep in their own 
waste. Guacheno’s bison are running, 
licking mineral blocks, nursing their 
calves. “During winter storms, they 
run and circle up, it’s so beautiful,” 
says Tanya.

I meet the next fellow destined for 
the table—he’s by himself in a pen to 
get “cleaned up” before slaughter. The 

BISON
continued from page 27
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male bulls jostle and roughhouse, and 
it takes about 30 days for any bruising 
the bulls incur to heal up before the 
meat is ready to be eaten. Robert 
says the bison decide for him who 
meets his maker—Robert will open 
the gate to the bull pen and one of 
the bison will come forward. “Usually 
the toughest, most macho bull comes 
out of the pen first, so that’s how we 
decide who goes to slaughter next.”

The bull is calm, a bale of hay in his 
pen, approaching the group of us with 
languid eyes. 

“The whole deal its they’re raised so 
they’re not stressed out,” says Robert. 
“See this guy? he’s almost tame.”

All of their meat (they also raise a 
herd of black angus bulls and a few 
hogs) is processed at Wolf Pack Meats 
at the University of Nevada, Reno. 

“It’s cool that it’s a school program,” 
Guacheno said of the facility. “You 
want to contribute in every direction. 
We give the kids the opportunity to 
understand bison.” 

Taya Guacheno, 4, mixes business with pleasure on her family’s alfalfa farm. 

As for their own kids, they get to 
experience the daily life of running 
a working ranch. “I tell the kids, 
‘This isn’t normal!’” Tanya says of a 
childhood spent flipping hay bales 
and corralling eleven dogs (three are 
“house dogs” and the rest are “outside 
dogs” like the three Great Pyrenees 
who greeted me as I drove through 
the tree-lined entrance to the ranch). 
Perhaps not normal for these modern 
times, but the Guacheno children are 
living a life that recalls the pastoral 
history of America. They’ve seen 
animals go from the pasture to the 
table, they watch the changing of the 
seasons, they contribute to the family 
business. 

The Guachenos hope to pass on the 
knowledge they’ve gained to the next 
generation. “That knowledge is so 
valuable,” said Robert. “Knowledge is 
specific to the environment. You can’t 
take a farmer from Kansas and put 
him here. 

“There’s a way you do it and you 
don’t cheat.” 

White Mountain Ranch is located at 
776 White Mountain Ranch Rd. off of 
Hwy 6. 760.933.2540.

The No Runner Left Behind Scholarship, sponsored by Assistant Cross Country Coach 
Tomas Rodriguez, awarded six graduating Mammoth High School seniors money for their 
college education. 

Pictured from left to right: Calvin Forsythe, $500 (nordic skiing); Jeremy Alvarado, 
$750 (cross country); Perry Moyer, $1,000 (cross country); Alex Colbys, $500 (ski team). 
Not pictured: Glenn Thompson and Lesley Galvan received $500 each from the Prin-
cipal Chris Powell Scholarship. No Runner Left Behind Scholarships were established 
seven years ago to financially assist hard-working dedicated student athletes in achiev-
ing their goal of a college education. Tomas Rodriguez and Associates, and the Rodriguez 
Family Trust have awarded over 100 scholarships to date. Rodriguez can be reached at 
310.629.7263. 
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Photos by Gayla Wolf 
ALTRUSA INSTALLATION 

Altrusa International’s Eastern Sierra 
chapter held its officer installation din-
ner last Sunday evening at the home of 
Andrea and Jim Shallcross in Bishop. 

Margee Neer, nurse, Lady Liberty and cur-
rent president.

Andra Gleinn (l) and Ann Strohm enjoying 
some patriotic Altrusa cheer.

Newest Board member, Tiffany Lau.

Andrea Shallcross (r) celebrates 30 years of milestone service to Altrusa. She said she joined 
to make friends and found plenty of them like Joan Lewis.

Past President, Gail Swain.

By Bodine 

As the book says, “Everybody Poops.” But for 
east and west, it looks a little bit different. 

On the way back from Meysan 
Lake the drainage south of 
the Mount Whitney Zone, my 

buddy and I ran across the weird-
est signs at the Mount Whitney 
Campground restrooms on Sunday. 
The signs had two words and two 
pictures; one shows an androgynous 
figure with its feet on the toilet seat 
and a red “No” below it, the other, a 
figure with feet firmly on the ground, 
cheeks on the seat and a green “Yes.”

The campground host that wished 
to remain anonymous asked us if we 
were using Internet sites or forums 
for climbing Mt. Whitney and if we 
did, would we please post a photo of 
the sign to get the word out. He said 
the bathrooms are a mess from visi-
tors using the feet on the seat tech-
nique. He and the crew were doing 
a good job cleaning up so far. The 
signs started going up a month ago 
said Doug Thompson of the Whitney 

CULTURE SHOCK 

Portal Store. 
What drives people to squat over 

the hole and not sit on it is a mystery 
The Sheet had to solve. 

No one interviewed at the camp-
ground would admit to standing on 
the seat, but not many would admit 
to using the bathroom at all. The 
reaction I got was usually a blank 
stare. It’s not the kind of question 
people are used to being asked, I 
guess.

The culprit is likely cultural differ-
ences in bathroom etiquette. Visitors 
from Asia are the fastest growing 
tourist demographic in the United 
States and the ones practicing the 
feet on the seat technique.

According to an article in USA To-
day, “The Japanese toilet is sunken 
into the ground, with a hood cover-
ing part of it to prevent water from 
splashing up when you flush. To 
use it, you squat or kneel facing the 
hood with your legs on either side of 
the toilet. A lever or button near the 
hood flushes the toilet.”

According to the International 
Center for Bathroom Etiquette, 
Japan has Western-style toilets as 
well as squat facilities. According 
to a Washington Post article from 
February, sit-down toilets are rare in 
China. Chinese bathroom etiquette 
is far from Western standards. Not 
all bathrooms have toilet paper and 
flushing is optional, according to the 
Post article.

Li Shihong, deputy chief of the 
China National Tourism Adminis-
tration (NTA), was quoted in China 
Daily in February, “Many people 
spend a lot of time dressing them-
selves, but they do not spare a sec-
ond to flush the toilet.” The Chinese 
government could smell there was a 
problem and convened a Toilet As-
sociation to wipe up the mess.

The Washington Post reported in 
February 2016 that squat toilets are 
the norm in Chinese public rest-
rooms, but the Chinese government 
is about to spend $1.9 billion to 
upgrade the holes in the floor to sit-
down toilets. It’s dubbed the Toilet 
Revolution. 

According to information provided 
by the Inyo National Forest, 64,939 
permits will be issued to those wish-
ing to climb/hike Mount Whitney 
this summer meaning the toilet 
seats will be covered in foot prints 
and maybe a little extra.

Andrea Shallcross was honored for 
her thirty years of service. She must 
have joined when she was 15!

To learn more about Altrusa, contact 
Margee Neer at 1neerhope@gmail.com 



Mammoth Hospital and Mammoth Hospital Foundation would like to thank all of our  sponsors,                      
volunteers, and participants of the 2016 Brian Venneman Memorial Cancer Outreach Golf Tournament!

 Carson Tahoe •  Mammoth Mountain •  Cherne,  Harrel l  & Parisky -  Mammoth Radiology Associates •  S ierra Lifefl ight
 Mammoth Rock ‘N’  Bowl •  Pacif ic  Medical  •  Renown Health •  David Baumwohl  Law Offices •  The Eberts  Family •  Cerner 

Mammoth Emergency Physicians •  HFS Consultants •  Mammoth Orthopedic Institute •  Alpha Fund •  KIBS /  KBOV 
Gary & Kari lyn Myers •  S i lver Lake Resort -  The Jones Family •  The Mammoth Hospital  Auxi l iary •  Helen Shepherd

 Fendon’s  Furniture & Mattress Company •  Oram & Kaylor,  Strategic  Asset Management •  Royce Gracie J iu J itsu
Jennifer  Venneman & The Sheet •   Law Offices of  Michael  J .  Bornfeld •  Ed & Sandi  Forstenzer •  Mammoth Times

Stacey Bardfield & Manny Bravo •  Bishop Veterinary Hospital  •  Mammoth Business Essentials  •  Inyo Mono Body Shop 
Doug Hornbeck •  The Inyo Register •  Gary and Nadia Beck •  Bob & Suzanne Moon •  Eastman Homeowner Services

Maverick Signs •  Footloose Sports •  Mike Fiebiger •  Dave Schacht and the Sierra Star Team
And special  thanks to:  Tracey Harrel l ,  Sandi  Forstenzer,  Yuri  & Wendy Parisky

For more information or to donate, contact Ehren Goetz at 760.924.4200

Elevate Your Health



FALL IN 
LOVE
ALL OVER 
AGAIN   

All information subject to change. BRE# 01812140

INTRODUCING CREEKHOUSE AT SNOWCREEK RESORT
New Luxury Townhomes, minutes from Mammoth Mountain, starting from the mid $700,000’s.

ALPINE GOLF COURSE • ATHLETIC CLUB • BIKING & HIKING TRAILS • SALES 760-934-3334 • LIVESNOWCREEK.COM
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