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Kenzie Schaubmayer came in first place in two events at the Wave
Rave Annual Skateboarding Competition on Saturday, August 27. For
more photos, see p. 27.
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Mammoth’s Finlay Torrance joins search for missing weather balloon
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MON DIEU! TOLLEFSON TAKES
THIRD IN ULTRA RUN

By Rea

M

ammoth Mountain’s
new Director of Base
Operations, Finlay
Torrance, is on a unique mission—he’s spent four long,
brutal days this summer
scrambling around the Sierra,
trying to help a west side
middle school teacher find a
lost weather balloon.
He and Danielle Grate,
who teaches science to 7th
and 8th graders at Woodland Elementary School in
Mariposa, have scoured more
than sixty miles of dangerous terrain on the 12,500foot Mt. Lewis, where Grate
says the last “ping” from the
weather balloon’s GPS tracker
sounded before it went dark.
The tracker “pinged” every
2.5 minutes while the balloon
was in flight, but stopped
transmitting once it landed.

“We know where the balloon is, it’s just impossible,”
Torrance told The Sheet
after his fourth attempt (and
the fifth attempt total) to
recover the balloon, which
was launched from Yosemite
Valley on May 12 by sixty-four
enthusiastic students from
Woodland. “It’s stuck on a
cliff that’s probably 4,000 feet
high and over a mile across”
at an elevation of about
11,000 feet. Torrance said
it’s about as steep as the Top
of the World on Mammoth
Mountain, and “all loose gullies, big crevasses, overhangs.
Imagine a pile of bricks at
70 degrees, just all rolling
around.”
Torrance was recruited
by his friend Buzz Arnold, a
schoolteacher at Mariposa
High School, who heard that

Grate was having difficulty
accessing the area after an
initial rescue attempt turned
up nothing. The balloon,
Grate told The Sheet, most
likely had a manufacturing
defect that caused a weakness—it was supposed to
reach a height of 24 miles,
but only made it to 10.1. Ideally, it would have dropped
to the earth out by Grant
Lake, “and we just could have
strolled out and picked it up,”
said Torrance. However, when
Grate saw the area that the
balloon ended up, she knew
she might need to recruit
some professional help.
That’s where Torrance, a
seasoned climber, came in.
He did a solo mission in May,
encountering snow bridges,
rockfall, and a dangerous

see BALLOON, page 20
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Tim Tollefson, a physical therapist at Mammoth Hospital, took third in
the 105-mile Ultra Trail de Mont Blanc, the world’s largest and most
competitive ultramarathon. See story, p. 21.

A LOT OF SHAKIN’ ON
SHAKEDOWN STREET
Is AmeriGas pro pain?
By L unch

A
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Have you seen me? Students from Woodland Elementary School in Mariposa launched a weather balloon on
May 12. The balloon, and its valuable payload of equipment, is now stranded in the High Sierra.
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s Forrest Gump might
say, buying propane
from AmeriGas is like
opening up a box of chocolates. You never know which
price you’re going to get.
A Sheet investigation into
Amerigas pricing for Mammoth commercial customers
has shown that the price for
propane varies wildly and
can change without notice.
Just ask Dan O’Connell of
Mammoth Rock ‘n Bowl.
From January 2015 to
January 2016, AmeriGas more
than doubled his propane
rate, from approx. $1.56/gallon to $3.65/gallon.
During the same time
period, the Mont Belvieu, TX

spot propane price, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration (www.
eia.gov), dropped by approximately 26 percent, from
$0.465 per gallon to $0.343
per gallon.
Initially, O’Connell didn’t
notice the price increase
because the big hike AmeriGas foisted on him occurred
during the June, 2015 billing
cycle, when his propane rate
was doubled from the $1.32/
gallon charged that May to
$2.64/gallon.
The total bill, however,
only climbed from $1,201 to
$1,655 because the Rock ‘n
Bowl, like most customers,
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continued from page 1
uses less propane during the summer months.
As winter came along, the price hike became impossible to ignore. The
Rock ‘n Bowl was billed $3,595 for October, $6,377 for November and a staggering $9,070 for December.
O’Connell then complained and AmeriGas ultimately issued a substantial
refund.
Marc and Lou Margulies of Mammoth Lakes Laundromat experienced
something very similar in late 2014-early 2015. According to Lou, a bill suddenly came in that was more than double that of the previous month. When
she called to complain, she was told that her contract had expired, which
had accounted for the rate hike. She says she was never informed by AmeriGas about the impending expiration.
She complained, was awarded a refund, and signed a new contract.
Tom Smith, General Manager of the Village at Mammoth Lodging, said
that this year AmeriGas initiated a summer price hike of 27 percent, which
occurred in May and also bore no correlation to the national spot price,
which has remained largely flat this year. According to Smith, the Village’s
latest bill reflected a price of $1.56/gallon.
This should be news to Kathleen and Paul Rudder, who own two malls in
town. According to Rudder’s latest bill, the Outlet Mall paid $1.84/gallon
last month.
The Town of Mammoth Lakes receives 20 different propane bills for twenty different sites, according to Town Clerk Jamie Gray. Over the past two
years, she says the Town has paid anywhere from $1.83 to $2.46 per gallon.
If a theme has become evident here, it is that the price one is charged for
propane is literally all over the map and appears arbitrary.
The Sheet stopped into the Amerigas Bishop office to speak with District Manager Jeff Pahlow on Tuesday. He was unavailable. On Wednesday,
Pahlow did not return calls. On Thursday, The Sheet stopped by the office at
8 a.m. sharp and was told “I have no idea where he is.”
It’s like trying to track Major Major in Joseph Heller’s novel “Catch-22.”
The Town of Mammoth Lakes signed a propane franchise agreement with
AmeriGas back in 2004. At the time, there were three propane providers in
town. AmeriGas has since acquired the other two companies.
The franchise agreement regulates the Town’s underground pipe system.
According to current Town Manager Dan Holler, it’s a 20-year agreement

THE SHEET I Saturday, Sept. 3, 2016

sheet
the

Ted Carleton........ Jack of all Lunches
760.937.4613 / lunch@thesheetnews.com
June Simpkins ..Jack of everything else
760.937.3967 / juneatthesheet@gmail.com
Mike Bodine ..................Writer

News, Views & Culture of the Eastern Sierra

cookwithmike@gmail.com

“Ita ut nihil vobis! Amittere non!
Bente domine!”

Sarah Rea .....................Writer

-Gene Wilder as Willy Wonka

JACK LUNCH

PUBLISHER
P.O. Box 8088
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
760.924.0048/jacklunch@yahoo.com
An adjudicated paper of general circulation. ©2016 The Sheet, all rights reserved.
Check out www.thesheetnews.com for
more content, daily updates and free online
classifieds.

sarahjrea@gmail.com

Charles James .............Contributor
760.614.0546

Clouds McCloud .........Ass-trologer
Abagael Giles .................Writer
gilesatthesheet@gmail.com

For a subscription to The Sheet contact
Lunch at his above e-mail address, or call the
office. Issues are mailed out bi-weekly. Cost
is $65/year.

with eight years left to run.
Holler reviewed the agreement and had this to say, “The franchise agreement doesn’t give us a whole bunch of teeth [in terms of compelling
AmeriGas to do anything].” The Town has no control within the agreement
regarding the setting of price.
Holler added that anyone has the right to compete with AmeriGas and
use the system. “They can use the lateral ties,” he explained, “but they’d
have to pay the system usage fee.”
Then system usage fee was formerly $0.32/gallon, but that was 2004.
Eastern Sierra Propane is the only other competitor in the area and it won’t
compete for business using the pipe delivery system. It will install a tank on
your property and make deliveries via truck.
That’s of no consolation to customers who may not be able to site a tank
on their property. “If you’re on the main feeder line without tank capability
… you’re stuck,” acknowledges Holler bluntly.
Even if you can site a tank on your property, transitioning from Amerigas
to Eastern Sierra Propane is no simple task. Again, ask Dan O’Connell. The
following is the text of an e-mail he sent to The Sheet on August 3.
“As Eastern Sierra was working at MRB this morning, AmeriGas turns
up with a couple of trucks and several employees. Apparently, they called
the police to make a show of force, because the police arrived and we
hadn’t made the call, not yet at least. They told us to cease and desist, that
they own the lines and the equipment. Ron Fansler of TOML planning
also showed up. It was a huge scene.
“The police and Ron Fansler supported us and said AmeriGas had no
right to stop the installation within our property lines. While we were talking, the senior AmeriGas employee on site told a couple of goons to drive
into our parking lot and to begin removing equipment related to the gas
service at our property. I ran over and told them to stop, that they were now
trespassing, and that they had no right to remove anything in this manner
with without proof of ownership or a court order. The two guys ignored me
as if I wasn’t there, not saying a word. My partner Andrea called the police,
because officer Andy Lehr had already left.
“Continuing to ignore us, the AmeriGas employees proceeded to drive
out of our parking lot with the confiscated equipment in their truck. At
the same time, three police vehicles arrived on scene. The AmeriGas truck
then turned into the Cast Off and drove to the back of the property, where
the AmeriGas manager was on his cell phone, presumably talking to higher management. I went over and told him in no uncertain terms to immediately return the equipment that was removed without my permission. I told
him that some of the equipment was ours, without question, and until any
doubts about ownership were clarified, everything needed to be brought
back to the property. At that point, Officer Lehr supported my position and
told AmeriGas that the property needed to be returned at once. I reiterated that whatever actually belonged to AmeriGas would be returned in a
timely way, but I knew for a fact that I had paid for the earthquake safety
device that had been removed.
“The equipment was brought back to my property, returned, and then
the AmeriGas people all left.
“We now have Eastern Sierra Propane service at the property.”
As Paul Rudder observed, “[AmeriGas’ behavior is] … totally consistent
with human nature and proves exactly why we’re not supposed to have
monopolies. Is it competition if the competitor can only compete in limited
circumstances? And if they [AmeriGas] take liberties with their customers,
and it’s for a vital service, what are the customers going to do in response,
choose to freeze?”

WHAT’S
HAPPENING

SEPTEMBER 2–9

EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT

SUMMER ACTIVITIES

DINING & HAPPY HOUR

LIVE MUSIC AT 53 • SEPTEMBER 2 & 3
Grab a bite and craft cocktail at 53 Kitchen &
Cocktails in The Village then stick around for some
live tunes from the Cantua Trio on Friday and Saturday
night, 8–11pm.

ADVENTURE CENTER
Summer’s hub for outdoor fun is open daily from
8:30am–6pm. Let the kids loose on the zip line,
climbing wall and bungee trampoline daily from
10am–5pm. The Adventure Center is also home to the
Mammoth Bike Park, Scenic Gondola Rides, and the
Reds Meadow Shuttle offering access to Devils Postpile,
Rainbow Falls and the San Joaquin River Valley.

DINNER FOR TWO • THE VILLAGE
For only $50/couple, you can get your fill on Tuesdays
at Sushi Rei with a 3-course meal plus 4-flavor sake
flight, or go big with 4-courses and 50% off bottled
wine on Thursdays at Campo Mammoth.

LIVE MUSIC AT TAMARACK LODGE • SEPTEMBER 2 & 3
Enjoy live piano with Joe Gray Jr. in the lounge at
Tamarack Lodge before indulging in a delicious
dinner at The Lakefront Restaurant. Every Friday and
Saturday from 6–9pm.
VC MTB BIKE RACES • SEPTEMBER 2 & 9
Join the free Friday VC downhill races on Sept 2 down
Bullet or sign up for the chain-less championship
down Velocity on Sept 9. Register at 4pm day-of at the
Adventure Center; races start at 5:30pm with awards
and afterparty following.
MAMMOTH ROCK 'N RYE • SEPTEMBER 2–4
Three days of FREE live music. Two days of rye
whiskey tastings from 30 distilleries, and also
featuring 15 craft breweries.
4TH ANNUAL LABOR DAY ARTS FESTIVAL • SEPTEMBER 2–5
Four days among the pines featuring exhibits from
local/regional artists, local and international food, craft
beer and wine, live music and kid’s art workshops.

LIVE MUSIC AT THE
ADVENTURE CENTER • SEPTEMBER 2–5
Chill out on the grass at the Adventure
Center this weekend. Ryan Hiller will
play outdoors from 12–3pm on Friday,
Saturday & Sunday.
FREE FISHING DAY • SEPTEMBER 3
No fishing license is required in Mono County. Pack
a picnic, grab a rod and hit one of the many lakes or
rivers. It's a great way to give fishing a try.
WOOLLY’S SUMMER SATURDAY • SEPTEMBER 3
Join your favorite mountain-biking mascot this
Saturday for the last bike ride down the Discovery Trail
followed by family fun at the Adventure Center. After
the bike ride, Woolly will hang for face painting and a
frozen treat.
MAMMOTH GRAN FONDO • SEPTEMBER 10
Called a "bucket list" ride with amazing views of Mono
Lake and the White Mountains, you won't even realize
you've ridden 100 miles. Ride options include the
Gran Fondo (102 miles), Medio (70 mile) or Piccolo
(42 miles). New this year, a timed section of the Gran
Fondo to crown the King & Queen of the Mountain.

EXPLORE MAMMOTH EXPERIENCE
Discover the geologic, natural and cultural history of
Mammoth by visiting the interactive exhibits inside
the Eleven53 Interpretive Center at the summit and
on-mountain learning stations – access included with
each gondola ticket. Open daily, 9am–4pm.
LABOR DAY WEEKEND SALES
Find huge savings on summer essentials, like biking
and hiking gear, golf apparel, swimwear, and footwear
McCoy's, Mammoth Sports locations (The Village and
Adventure Center), the Pro Shop at Sierra Star Golf
Course, as well as clearance winter goods at Mammoth
Sports Outlet in The Village. All locations open daily
over Labor Day weekend. Prices as marked in store.

CAM ZINK MTB RIDE SESSION • SEPTEMBER 3
Intermediate and advanced riders can hit
trails of the bike park with personalized
coaching from legendary pro MTB rider,
Cam Zink, and spend some time on the
dual slalom course. BBQ lunch at Canyon
Lodge include. Limited spots available –
call 800.MAMMOTH to sign up.
MOUNTAIN BIKE PARK
Open daily from 9am–6pm with access to miles of
singletrack. Riding terrain ranges from adrenaline-filled
downhills, smooth cross country trail and beginnerlevel learning zones. Bike park tickets and rentals are
available from the Adventure Center across from Main
Lodge, or the Mountain Center in The Village.
SIERRA STAR GOLF COURSE
Eastern Sierra’s only 18-hole championship course –
you won’t find a more stunning golf course anywhere.
Tee off with a morning or twilight round, or play 5
holes after 5pm for only $29. Call 760.924.GOLF for
more info. Hours: 7am–8pm daily.
MAMMOTH CHILD CARE
Allow us to entertain the kids while you spend a
day outdoors. Open 9am–5pm Friday–Monday in
The Village. Custom evening hours or additional
days available to suit your individual needs. Please
call 760.934.0632 and leave a detailed message.
Available through Labor Day weekend.

53 KITCHEN & COCKTAILS • NEW-AMERICAN EATS
Enjoy an all-you-can-eat Sunday brunch
from 10am–1pm, only $25 for adults
and $15 for kids. You can also cozy up
at Mammoth’s coolest hotspot in The
Village for lunch and dinner starting at
11am, and happy hour from 3–5pm with
$2–$5 food and $3–$6 drink specials.
Reservations: 760.934.0707
SUSHI REI • ASIAN-FUSION
Located street level in The Village, featuring a vibrant
setting and colorful menu of tasty starters, fresh sushi
and noodle bowls. Try the new infused-sake flights or
happy hour daily from 5–6pm and all night Sunday
with half-off apps and more. Opens nightly at 5pm.
Reservations: 760.934.0774
CAMPO MAMMOTH • RUSTIC ITALIAN
A favorite locale for family dinner, drinks al fresco or
a game of bocce ball on the terrace. Located in the
heart of The Village, opens daily at 11am with happy
hour from 3–5pm, or dine out on Sundays where kids
get a free meal with each adult entrée purchased from
5–8pm. Reservations: 760.934.0669
THE LAKEFRONT RESTAURANT • FINE DINING
Perched on the banks of Twin Lakes, this charming
dining room nestled inside historic Tamarack Lodge
offers stunning forested views. A true culinary gem
that will delight your senses with a fresh, seasonal
menu, extensive wine collection and extraordinary
service. Open daily for lunch on the patio from
11:30am–2pm and for dinner service at 5:30pm.
Reservations: 760.934.2442
MOUNTAINSIDE BAR & GRILL • CLASSIC AMERICAN CUISINE
Located inside the Mammoth Mountain Inn, offering
a family-friendly dining experience with traditional,
vegetarian and fun kid dishes. Opens daily at 7am for
breakfast, with dinner and bar service from 5–9pm.
YODLER • AUTHENTIC BAVARIAN
Grab a seat on the sundeck to take in the mountain
views. Enjoy $2 beer specials all summer, a signature
Bavarian pretzel, schnitzel sandwiches, and BBQ
favorites hot off the grill. Located adjacent to the
Adventure Center, open daily 11am–7pm.
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LETTERS

Don’t punish success
Dear Editor:

A couple of weeks ago, in this very
newspaper, Ted Carleton, editor,
publisher, etc. etc., printed an editorial
highly critical of the Town’s spending on marketing and the goals and
methods of Mammoth Lakes Tourism.
Full disclosure, I am a member of the
Board of Directors of MLT, although I
am not speaking for the Board or the
organization here, just expressing my
own opinions.
That said, and surprising though it
may seem, I believe a majority of the
Board does not entirely disagree with
Ted or some of his conclusions/recommendations. But first, our disagreements. While Ted may be right about
the total income of the Town, I suspect
his percentage comparisons with other
jurisdictions are not apples to apples.
MLT and its director, John Urdi,
pushed hard for the TBID, which, with
the explosive growth of summer business, has begun to pay off gangbusters.
It is not simply a check written from
the general fund, a good portion of our
funding was conceived of, chased after, and brought to realization by John
and his staff and others, including
yours truly. The fact of a large portion
of MLT funding coming from the TBID
should be a source of congratulations,
not recriminations. It is as close as you
can get to the entrepreneurial spirit
being alive and kicking in a quasi-gov-

ernmental institution.
Ted also argues that simply attracting people to come to Mammoth with
our marketing dollars is not enough;
the MLT, among others, Ted says,
should work to insure that there is
something for those folks to do when,
attracted by MLT advertising, they
actually get here. On that score, the
MLT Board has been having those
same discussions for months. Does
the MLT, having successfully marketed Mammoth, have an obligation
to take a role in what Mammoth has
to offer when our tourists arrive? The
Board’s conclusion has been that, as
the organization most directly and
entirely involved in tourism, and the
Board consisting of people whose own
livelihoods are largely, if not entirely,
dependent on tourism, of course we
have something to offer that should be
part of the Town discussion on what
Mammoth ought be providing for our
visitors’ enjoyment.
This is not to diminish or belittle in
any way, the spectacular environment
that surrounds us. No question that
the forests, streams, and lakes, the air,
the fish, the views and the vistas are
an integral part of Mammoth’s appeal
and the reason most of us are here in
the first place. That said, as it has been
pointed out to the Board many times,
all of our wonderful natural resources
are not limited to Mammoth. Virtually
every major and even some minor ski
areas and natural areas have the same
or similar attractions in abundance.

And even such famed locations as Vail
and Aspen are not satisfied with their
intrinsic natural virtues, but rather
market the heck out of the events that
they sponsor in great profusion.
Accordingly the Board has been
working hard to prioritize what it believes is necessary for the development
of Mammoth in terms of our touristic
resources. Outdoor venues, indoor
performing arts centers, festivals, competitions, the list is voluminous. It is
the Board’s intention to focus not only
the advocacy of the Board to encourage the adoption of critical priorities,
but to find ways to provide funding,
not to replace or substitute for major
financial support by public and private
entities, but rather to provide limited
but targeted assistance where it can
have the most effect and accomplish
agreed upon goals. Please don’t misunderstand. This is not to suggest that
the Board will become another public
organization doling out a few hundred
here and there to a crowd of supplicants to support a proposed convention of lovers of cat photos. (Misty
and Fluffy are on their own!) Whatever
funding that will come and to what
use it will be put has to be the subject
of much discussion and argument
amongst Board members. However,
we understand the need and the
urgency of making Mammoth a place
where the dreams MLT inspires with
its marketing can be realized. Much
the same as what Ted was suggesting
in his editorial about the need for MLT

to support “serving our guests”. We on
the Board have no presumptions about
being Tom Bradys in any sense, but we
are not, as Ted seems to suggest, sitting
primly on the sidelines refusing to get
our hands dirty. In fact, Ted, MLT and
the Board are “in it to win it”, and we’re
not going to relent until the season is
over and the entire Town has a SuperBowl ring to show off! So there!
Paul Rudder
Mammoth Lakes
Editor’s reply: The very premise of this
letter is inaccurate. What I am highly
critical of are the choices the Town is
making in regard to its allocation of
limited resources.

I never said that
Dear Editor:
The Sheet recently published an
article mentioning both my name,
Cherie Hoersting, and my boyfriend’s
name, Joseph Mendiburu. The information stated in the article regarding
the Round Fire, specifically, the statements made, mentioning our names,
(Joe and I), was and is innaccurate, to
say the least. I am appauled (sic) that
the Sheet would and did print “hear
say.” I formally request The Sheet
publish a correction, redacting the
false information, and our names from

see LETTERS, page 26
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HEY MISTER, YOU GOT $1M?

By Giles
ennifer Halferty, Executive Director for Mammoth Lakes Housing,
says Mammoth needs to decide if
it will make a long term community
commitment to providing workforce
housing. According to Halferty, Town
Council promised to do so, but has
yet to deliver on that promise.
In 2014-2015, Mammoth Lakes
Housing reported it answered 300
calls and emails about home rental
and ownership opportunities, answered 5 tenant’s rights inquiries, and
served 11 homebuyer education class
participants. It hasn’t developed a
new property for affordable or workforce housing since 2012. “We’re kind
of sitting on the sidelines and biding
our time… We do manage the deed
restricted housing stock, provide
homeowners assistance while keeping a finger on the pulse of capital
resources, both locally and on the
state and federal level.”
Mammoth Lakes Housing receives
most of its funding from Transient
Occupancy Tax (TOT) Revenue. For
the 2015-2016 Fiscal Year, the Town
of Mammoth Lakes estimates it will
have $564,994 of a predicted total
$11,600,000 TOT dollars to allocate
for workforce housing.
In her annual report to Town
Council this spring, MLH Executive
Director Jennifer Halferty reminded
officials that Town Council had committed to providing 70 percent of future development’s housing impacts
when it eliminated the inclusionary housing requirement for future
development projects in July 2015.
According to the town website, that
amendment included a reduction in
the now required housing mitigation
fees, “so the developers can take advantage of the lowest housing fees.”
The Town of Mammoth Lakes Workforce Housing Budget for Fiscal Year
2015/2016 claims a $327,314 “Reduction in Workforce Housing Support”
since the fee rates were reduced last
summer.
As of Fall 2016, developers are
required to pay the town $5,700 in
workforce housing mitigation fees per
unit of new residential market rate
housing built, and $3,700 per room
of new lodging in hotels. According
to the 2014-2015 Housing Element
published by the town, the total funds
available to build workforce housing
as of February 2015 were $240,913.
According to MLH Board President Kirk Stapp, the elimination of
inclusionary workforce housing and
reductions in housing mitigation fees
required of developers have substantially diminished MLH’s ability to
provide new workforce housing.
“This is a $20 million problem,”
said Halferty. “If we could raise $1
million of local capital, we know we
could secure the rest through grants.”
Halferty told The Sheet that a lack
of developable land, a lack of local
leverage, and community commitment to solving the housing crisis

J

are the primary obstacles MLH faces.
Halferty presented a series of state
and federal grant opportunities for
affordable housing to local Stakeholders at a public meeting in August. Most require a minimum of five
housing units being built or restored
to qualify, and the optimal funding
opportunities are for 30 or more-unit
development projects.
Greg Newbry, who works for Mono
County’s Information Technology Department, used GIS mapping and tax
reports to estimate (in his free time)
that the average local apartment
building and condominium owner
in Mammoth Lakes owns 7 units of
housing. Newbry estimated that of
the roughly 9,000 condos in Mammoth Lakes, only about 1,111 are
owned by people who live here. That
figure, about 10 percent, is far less
than Halferty’s report, gleaned from
the 2011 census, that 52 percent of
Mammoth’s housing stock is owned
locally.
Halferty said that MLH has worked
hard to research and prepare for
grant applications to funds such as
the State of California’s Cap and Trade
Program and others, but has yet to
find a property in town since 2012
that fits the requirements for state
and federal grants. “We don’t have the
local capital right now. We know we
have the resources to fund a project
on a larger property, so when we see
those opportunities come up, we
have to jump on them. That’s hard,
when we don’t have the local capital
in Measure A Funds to demonstrate
to the state that there is local support… and yet we hear it and feel
it percolating up from the business
community.”
Halferty said that the Shady Rest
Parcel, at 25 acres, is zoned for the
kind of development that would allow
Mammoth Lakes Housing to tap into
those federal and state grants. “It is
absolutely essential to solving this
problem… when you look at most of
the parcels in town, they are small.
You can’t build thirty units on a parcel
that houses a four-unit apartment
building. There is absolutely no state
or federal funding for renovations or
acquisition of a affordable and workforce housing of that scale. That’s
what’s currently available in Mammoth Lakes.”
Halferty said the process of acquiring and converting existing small
units its “a logistical nightmare” and
that the only local funds available are
for landlords who accept interest free
loans from the town for maintenance
projects. The stipulation is that they
must re-price their rental units as
low income housing for five years to
qualify. “We haven’t had any takers
yet,” said Halferty.
Halferty will present updated statistics about Mammoth Lakes’ Housing
Stock at Town Council in October.
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JUDGMENT ORDERED V. MAMMOTH OUTDOOR SPORTS

By Rea/Lunch
ono County Superior Court
Judge Stan Eller awarded a
judgment to Marmot Mountain, LLC on Wednesday, August 31 of
over $45,000 in payment from Mammoth Outdoor Sports, stemming from
Marmot and Marker products sold to
the Mammoth company, and which
Marmot never received payment for.
Attorney for the plaintiff, Stephen
Kappos, submitted eight pieces of evidence to the Court, among them statements, credit applications, and personal continuing guarantees submitted by
Steve, Philip and Judy Hertzog, Owners
of Mammoth Outdoor Sports, formerly
known as Mammoth Value Sports.
Most of the pieces of evidence
were submitted to Marmot Mountain
between March and April of 2013, according to Sarah Briant, Director of
Credit for Marmot Mountain LLC and a
witness for the Plaintiff.
Marmot Mountain sold both Marmot
and Marker products on credit to Mammoth Outdoor Sports. The balance due
on a statement for Marmot products
was $21,360.98 as of December 5, 2014,
according to Stephen Kappos. That
included an interest rate of 18 percent
per annum up until that date. The balance due on a statement for Marker
products, Kappos said, is $25,229.95 as
of December 5, 2014. Interest on that

M

balance will be calculated at the legal
rate of 10 percent, he said.
“Vendors certainly have lost money
as far as I know, I mean dozens of
them,” Kappos told The Sheet. “I
understand there’s a number of other
creditors who have judgments, but the
question now is how to collect it.”
The Internal Revenue Service is likely
asking itself the same question today.
According to Mammoth Outdoor
Sports Store Manager Chop (aka Chop),
an IRS representative stopped by the
store yesterday to have a meeting with
Mr. Hertzog regarding a payment program for back taxes owed.
Chop had to tell the crestfallen IRS
agent that Hertzog left the country (for
Germany) after the July 4 weekend and
hasn’t been heard from since.
“We had a pretty good summer
considering that we can’t get any new
product,” said Chop, who noted that
Sheriff’s deputies stop by every few
days to garnish whatever’s in the till.
On the days they don’t come by, Chop
pays employees with whatever’s been
collected. Chop says the store is hanging on in the hopes that TCA, a lender
to Hertzog and the business, can resolve the management/ownership issue
and assume control of the business.
As Chop summed it up, “There was
money. Now there’s not. And he’s gone.”

4:00-6:00
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SHOTS FIRED ON RESERVATION

Preliminary investigation finds deputy was justified in shooting

By Bodine

LOCAL BRIEFS

By Sheet St a ff / P ress R e le ase

Second Death Valley heat fatality

I

n the course of searching for a
prowler on the Bishop Paiute Reservation on the morning of Friday,
August 26, Inyo County Sheriff’s Deputies were alerted to a possible domestic
violence altercation. According to the
police report, deputies knew that the
alleged suspect, Raymond Bencoma
III, had a past record which included
violence. The deputies said they
walked toward the residence where
Bencoma was known to be, down a
dark driveway with body cameras
turned off, as is procedure (a red light
on the camera glows, like a bullseye in
the dark). According to the report, this
is what happened next: A deputy saw
movement out of the corner of his eye
when a motion sensor light came on
and Bencoma appeared from behind
an outbuilding, pointing a semiautomatic hand gun at the deputies. A
deputy then fired seven rounds, striking Bencoma at least twice.
Inyo County Undersheriff Jeff Hollowell explained that, following further
investigation, there are more details
than had been disclosed in the initial
press release. He told The Sheet that
deputies were in the Winuba Lane area
responding to a call of a prowler with
a flashlight, not on “routine patrol” as
earlier reported. The deputies came
across a female, but she left without
engaging the deputies further. She
did not “flag down” the deputies, as
reported earlier.
As deputies continued searching for
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Raymond Bencoma III.
the prowler, the female subject appeared again with visible injuries consistent with domestic violence trauma.
As per department protocol, the
deputies’ body cameras were not
turned on during the approach to
the residence, Hollowell explained,
because of the danger of the red light.
Deputies do turn their cameras on
once there is light, Hollowell said, but
there was no time to turn them on
between the time the motion sensor
lights came on and Bencoma allegedly
pointing the pistol.
Bencoma is recovering, according to
Hollowell, and he should be released
into custody within the next few days.
His current whereabouts are being
withheld.
A press release issued by Inyo
County District Attorney Tom Hardy
on August 26 states, “Based on preliminary results ... it appeared the deputy
involved was legally justified in firing
his weapon. The investigation is, of
course, ongoing and it would be premature to reach any final conclusions.”
Hollowell said the name of the
deputy that fired has not been released
because of threats made on social media toward the deputy and his family.
“It’s tragic, nobody wants to be in this
situation,” Hollowell said.
The Inyo County Sheriff’s Department and the Bishop Paiute Tribal Police are working together on the case.
The Inyo County Sheriff’s Office and
Inyo County District Attorney’s Office
are currently investigating the officerinvolved shooting.
“This incident is not representative
of our County or our Community,”
Hollowell stated in a press release.
Tribal Chairman Deston Rogers
stated in a press release, “It’s very
unfortunate this incident happened.
It would be premature to make any
assumptions about this incident. We
are grateful Undersheriff Hollowell and
Lt. Baldwin were willing to meet with
us this morning and continue to work
with us. We strongly encourage the
tribal community to be patient while
the investigation continues. We ask
for prayers for all involved. The safety
of the entire community is of utmost
concern and the Council does have
a heavy heart that this incident has
transpired.”
Chairman Rogers was unavailable
for comment as of press time.

A search on Sunday by multiple
agencies concluded when a woman’s
body was found 5 miles from her vehicle. It appears that this is the second
heat-caused fatality in Death Valley
National Park. Both fatalities were in
the southern end of the park near the
unpaved Harry Wade Road.
On Sunday, August 28, 2016, at approximately 1:11 p.m., deputies from
the Barstow Sheriff’s Station responded to a report of a missing person
in the area of Old Spanish Trail near
Baker, California. Pi-Wei Hung (40) was
driving from Las Vegas, Nevada to Fort
Irwin, California. Hung had not been
heard from since August 27th, 2016, at
approximately 1:10 p.m., when she was
in the Charleston View area of Inyo
County.
Personnel from San Bernardino
County, Inyo County, Fort Irwin
National Training Center, and the
National Park Service, along with two
helicopters, responded to the remote
area to search for Hung. At 2:30 p.m.,
Hung’s vehicle was found along Harry
Wade Road. It appears that she may
have gotten the vehicle stuck in loose
sand in the berm while attempting to
turn around.
Hung walked about 5 miles, away
from the road. Her body was found at
approximately 4:57 p.m. It appeared
Hung passed away from heat exposure, according to the San Bernardino
County Coroner’s office. The day’s high
temperature was 113 °F.
This is the second heat-related fatality in Death Valley National Park this
summer. On Thursday, June 9, park
visitors found a deceased motorcyclist
on Harry Wade Road. Reinhard Egger,
60, was a German citizen. The man’s
motorcycle was parked upright and
was still functional. According to Inyo
County Coroner’s Office, Egger died
from overheating. It was 118 °F that
day.

Dave Likins promoted to President
of Mammoth Resorts
On the heels of the most successful
year in the company’s history, in which
earnings doubled, Rusty Gregory,
Chairman and CEO of Mammoth
Resorts, announced the promotion of
Dave Likins to President of Mammoth
Resorts.
Likins spearheaded Mammoth’s
acquisition of Big Bear Mountain Resorts [BBMR] in 2014, acting as BBMR’s
Chief Operating Officer and then as
its President. In the new structure,
Gregory announced that Mammoth
Resorts Chief Operating Officers Mark
Brownlie and Eric Clark will take over
responsibility for Big Bear Mountain
Resorts operations, starting November
1, 2016. Likins will base Mammoth
Resorts’ growth efforts out of the company’s new Orange County office.
Likins joined Mammoth Resorts as
Senior Vice President of Real Estate
and Acquisitions in March 2014. Prior
to coming to Mammoth, he was Chief
Executive Officer of Kirkwood Mountain Resort, where he led the sale of
the company to Vail Resorts in 2012.
Earlier in his career, Likins was General
Partner of the private equity firm VSP
Capital, worked as a consultant with

McKinsey and Company, was an investment banker with Morgan Stanley,
and the founder and managing member of Strategic Design Enterprises,
a mergers and acquisition advisor to
ski resorts in California. Likins holds
an MBA from Wharton, an MA from
the University of Pennsylvania, and a
BA from the University of California
Berkeley.

Algae at Diaz Lake and Millpond
Over the past few weeks bluegreen algae has developed along the
shoreline of Diaz Lake and, to a lesser
extent, at Millpond. Several factors
contribute to the development of the
algae, all of which are beyond the
County’s control. Primarily, the algae
are a result of the presence of nutrients. Various weather conditions are
also a factor. Blue-green algae typically
develop in self-contained bodies of
water.
Blue-green algae may, but does not
necessarily, contain toxins. Therefore,
as a precaution, the Inyo County Parks
and Recreation Department is advising visitors to refrain from swimming
or wading in the water while algae is
present. Signs to that effect have been
posted at both locations. The algae is
expected to naturally dissipate soon.

Inyo County FY 2016-17
recommended budget available
The entire Fiscal Year 2016-2017
County Administrative Office Recommended Budget document is available
online at the County’s webpage, www.
inyocounty.us, offering the public an
opportunity to review the proposed
$95,978,087 spending plan coming up
for possible adoption next week.
The Recommended Budget details
the revenue and expenditures being
proposed for each of the County’s 19
departments, and 136 budget units,
for the 2016-2017 Fiscal Year, which
runs from July 1, 2016 through June 30,
2017.
The Recommended Budget will be
considered by the Inyo County Board
of Supervisors when the County’s
Budget Hearings commence at 1 p.m.
during the Board’s regular Tuesday,
September 6, 2016 meeting in the
Board of Supervisors Chambers, in
Independence. By State law, County
Budget Hearings may extend for 10
consecutive days, and the County has
until October 2, 2016, to adopt its final
budget for the year.
For those looking for lighter reading,
also available on the County’s webpage
is the Introduction & Summary of the
Fiscal Year 2016-2017 CAO Recommended Budget. The Introduction &
Summary, or Budget Message, looks at
the “big-picture” fiscal challenges and
opportunities faced by the County this
fiscal year.
For those new to the Budget process,
the Introduction & Summary offers
this information in easy-to-understand
language.
A hard copy of the Fiscal Year 20162017 CAO Recommended Budget is
available in the Board Clerk’s Office at
the County Administrative Center in
Independence, 224 N. Edwards St.
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GOOD SAMARITAN GETS A
JAYWALKING TICKET
By Bodine
ne of the most visible people
in beautifying Mammoth
Lakes, Farley Spector was
cited for jaywalking on Sunday, August 7. Spector can be seen picking
up trash and gathering recyclables
around town in all types of weather.
He does it all on foot, and he does it
because it’s the right thing to do, not
for the money or glory.
This was Spector’s first offense;
he’s never been arrested, never been
in a car accident, and never received a warning when he jaywalked
before, Spector told The Sheet as he
packed two more bags of cans and
bottles into his Honda Accord outside his apartment on Monday.
He said he was floored when he
received a summons in the mail that
he had to go to court for the ticket
and face a maximum penalty of
$190. In the last six weeks he made
$160 from turning in recyclables.
“It was freakish,” he said. He’s going to plead not guilty and he plans
to fight the ticket.
Spector said he was crossing
Minaret Road at the corner of Main
Street, using the crosswalk. However, he said, he was running a red
light, and one driver who was trying
to make a right turn blew his horn
while Farley raced to get out of his
way.

O

Farley Spector
Reserve Officer Richard Worcester told Spector he knew him and
his routine, “But we don’t want you
getting hurt,” he said, according to
Spector. The officer ran his name
for warrants or other violations, but
didn’t ask any questions.
Worcester was unavailable for
comment as of press time.
Spector said he’s never seen
anyone get a ticket for jaywalking
before. “I’m just walking the street,
mindfully, I’ve never had a ticket,
I’ve got a clean driving record. I’m a
good Samaritan.”
Spector is a consummate runner,
clocking in 50+ miles a week, he told
The Sheet in February, and he never
misses a day.

M
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MICHAEL RHODES
1958-2016

ichael Rhodes died peacefully in Walker, California
from a long battle with cancer on Thursday, August 25, 2016. He
was 58 years old.
He was survived by his Wife, Julie
Rhodes; Mother; Cecelia McCormack, Brothers: Joshua Rhodes
(Toni); Jim Sanchez and Garland
Rhodes; Sister Madeline Lane (Dennis); Daughters Michelle Smith
(Jay); Kimberly Schuchman (Mikey);
Grandchildren Madison and Michael John Schuchman; numerous
extended family and friends, and his
faithful and loving dog, Amy.
He was preceeded in death by his
fathers, Garland Daris Rhodes &
Maurice “Doc” McCormack; and his
brother Rick Rhodes.
Raised in Bishop, Mike grew up
as one of the “Rhodes boys.” In his
younger years, he worked in numerous professions, including running
an ACE Hardware store in Cathedral
City.
Mike was most proud of his
employment with Mono County,
in Bridgeport, where he came to be
known for his infectious smile and
sense of humor, love of football, obsession with cooking and his desire
to learn everything about growing
his own garden. He enjoyed the
thrill of NASCAR, the guilty pleasure of competition cooking shows
and exploring the wonders of the

PHOTO: JULIE MOODY

Michael Rhodes and Julie Moody
natural world around him. In 2013,
he tagged his first and last deer.
Through it all, his family remained
his highest priority and he loved
with his whole heart.
Family and friends celebrated
Michael’s life on Wednesday, August
31, 2016 at Meadowcliff Lodge in
Coleville.
In lieu of flowers those desiring
to make a memorial donation in
Mike’s memory, are asked to do so to
American Cancer Society or the Gary
Sinise Foundation in support of our
nation’s military veterans.
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GRANDE PILE DE VAPEUR
Should The Sheet receive a finder’s fee?

By Bodine

W

hat do hospital and school
administrators and bottled
water have in common?
They were the biggest issues covered
in the 2015-16 Inyo County Grand
Jury report. All three issues received
substantial press coverage in The
Sheet during the past year. Better yet, the paper doesn’t charge a
finder’s fee.
Northern Inyo Hospital received
a thorough lashing from the Grand
Jury. It found a laundry list of concerns including the conduct of former CEO Victoria Alexander-Lane.
However, Lane is never mentioned
by name, and neither is current
CEO Dr. Kevin Flanigan. The report
simply refers to “CEO,” and it is hard
to discern which of them is being
referenced.
NIH Board of Directors, the report
states, has little training “in dealing
with its responsibilities to the hospital district and the hospital staff,
money management and staff morale which included staff turnover.”
The report said only one Director
knew what their responsibilities
were for handling concerns from
staff or the public.
Dr. Flanigan told The Sheet there is
no timeline in the report, no explanation of what triggered the investigation, or what the intent of the
report is. The materials requested
by the Grand Jury are not consistent
with what is in the report, he added.

John’s ???

The Bishop Police Department
was also reviewed. As has been
known for decades, the Police Department building is too small. The
Owens Valley Conservation Camp
looked clean and well kempt, the
Report found. Each prisoner in a
minimum security prison is $51,000
cheaper per year than a prisoner
in full lockdown, according to the
report.
Inyo County got burned for waiting two years before doing anything about the possible arsenic
contamination caused by Crystal
Geyser Roxanne. “If not for Cartago
Municipal Water Company going to
the Lahontan Regional Water Quality
Control Board for assistance in addressing the arsenic contamination,
it is apparent Inyo County would not
have pursued a remedy to the contamination,” the report stated.
The Grand Jury recommended
Inyo County listen to its citizens
when it says there’s a problem and
that both the county and Crystal
Geyser Roxanne be held accountable for its actions.
There is no Mono County Grand
Jury report because Mono County
doesn’t have a Grand Jury; apparently, there aren’t enough volunteers. You can hear that sigh of relief
coming from Batman all the way out
in Sonoma County.
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KNIFE THE MAC?

What did the Inyo County Grand Jury say about McAteer?
By James
eaders may recall the brouhaha created over accusations being made against Inyo
County Superintendent Dr. Terry
McAteer more than a year ago. The
Inyo Register published a cartoon
depicting the superintendent as
a brown shirt fascist. The Register
then doubled down with articles that
alleged several improprieties largely
based on anonymous sources.
The Inyo County Grand Jury
officially submitted its report by
Superior Court Judges Dean Stout
and Brian Lamb on June 20 in
which Grand Jury members looked
further into McAteer’s and ICOS
management and expenditure of
funds derived from the agreement
with YouthBuild Charter Schools in
Southern California.
McAteer has since retired as the
school superintendent, so it is left
up to the new Superintendent of
Schools, Dr. Lisa Fontana, and the
ICOE Board to respond to the report.
They have 60 to 90 days to respond.
At the Inyo County Board of
Education Meeting held in Independence on August 18, board members and the new superintendent
reviewed questions posed by the
Grand Jury and did not seem particularly concerned about any of it.
Several board members observed
that some of the positions or recommendations put forth by the Grand
Jury were misinformed and based
on what appeared to be a misunderstanding of the education process
and system, especially as it relates
to the responsibilities of the county
school board members.
Much of the 2015-2016 Grand
Jury Report was focused on the
Inyo County Superintendent of
Schools’ management agreement
of the YouthBuild Charter Schools
located in Southern California that
serve students between the ages of
16 to 24 years old who have left or

R

been pushed out of the traditional
school system without a high school
diploma.
There were complaints that former
Superintendent McAteer spent the
funds at his sole discretion and the
Grand Jury recommended changes
in how decisions should be made on
spending the funds.
There were a host of special projects funded by the charter school
agreement at the County public
libraries, all of the public schools,
Cerro Coso College, and for Wi-Fi for
Main Street in the City of Bishop and
the Town of Lone Pine to mention
just a few. Some complained that
the money should have been used
instead for district teachers’ salaries
and other ongoing programs, but
as explained by ICSOS, it was not a
stable source of income given the
contractual nature of the YouthBuild
agreement which may or may not
be renewed. It was also pointed
out that the school districts already
have their own source of funding to
support their school operations and
teacher salaries.
The Grand Jury recommended
that the agreement be restructured
in the future so that the funds
received under it remain with Inyo
County and not with the Superintendent of Schools as an individual.

Dr. Terry MacAteer

Cert. Arb. # WE-9537A • CA D-49 Lic.# 976309 • Bonded & Insured
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WHAT ARE MAMMOTH’S CHANCES TO BE MAMMOTH?
By Paul O ster

Q

: Our Mammoth real estate
agent told us that “now is the
time to buy” because all sorts
of exciting things are about to happen
in Mammoth and real estate prices
will certainly be going up. We’ve
watched and read the news and aren’t
really sure where all of this is going.
What are the chances any of this
comes to fruition and will any of it be
meaningful?
: The most recent “news”
stories are the convergence of
many topics that I have been
covering in my recent columns and
newsletters. And now the Whistler
Backcomb acquisition by Vail Resorts
may have unforeseen consequences
for Mammoth. It may be forcing the
end of the “Mammoth Malaise” we’ve
experienced in the past ten years under the current Ski Area ownership.
There’s also a chance we can have
some public planning based on
intelligent and experienced planning
principles rather than promises and
emotion. Coincidentally, the Forest
Service is now calling for public comment on the Main Lodge Base Exchange. We’re revisiting the affordable

A

housing issue. And Main St. revitalization could be economically viable
because of the “Tech Initiative.” These
things are all tied together.
But it will take some true leadership
to make anything substantial out of
all the opportunities. And just as in
the early 1990s, the parties may once
again be willing to cooperate with
each other. Pain can be a great motivator. The newer generations of local
residents and businesspeople are
tired of all the stagnation. Increased
visitor numbers are great but the
smart people want something more
substantial.
Most of this will mean taking some
risks. Maybe those without “vision” can utilize some virtual reality
goggles. We’re also about to find out
whose ego or special interest will get
in the way. Regardless, Mammoth is
in desperate need of leadership right
now. There remains a good mix of
old-timers with a wealth of experience who still have a stake in the
game. And there are plenty of newcomers and younger players. I hope
we can find the leadership we need.
All of the parties (and the public)

need to recognize the opportunities that exist. The recent planning
presentations emphasized “portals”
into the Ski Area. This is not a new
concept. This has been a Forest
Service planning concept for the Ski
Area for many years. It only makes
sense; fewer vehicle trips to the Main
Lodge, more even distribution of skiers entering the Mountain, increased
viability for in-town lodging, etc.
The key to making the total concept work is completion of the Village
and Eagle gondola system. Intrawest
used visual representations (“story
boards”) of this proposed gondola
system to market and sell the Juniper Springs and Village condo hotel
properties. Unfortunately, all of the
buyers and investors and their nightly
renters have never been able to utilize
this system because it was never
completed. But now we are being
promised that it is in the foreseeable
future. And it will need to be if they
ever hope to sell any new condo hotel
units for substantial prices. The trust
is simply broken.
Almost two years ago I wrote a
column encouraging public com-

ment to the Forest Service about the
Main Lodge Base Exchange. It was
my opinion then that the completion of the gondola system must be
a contingency of the exchange. The
Main Lodge area as we know it today
will change dramatically in the future.
The portal concept will be essential
to the balance of town. We will need
access to the core of the ski runs from
town even if the snowpack is marginal on the east side of the Ski Area.
So now the Forest Service is officially soliciting comment on the Main
Lodge exchange. The finer details of
the exchange are available. It is time
for the public to comment. The opportunity is upon us to insure that the
gondola system is completed.
There are other forces in action.
The sale of the Whistler Blackcomb
ski mountains to Vail Resorts has to
put some serious pressure on the
Mammoth Resorts enterprise. I’m
sure there is already some canned
rhetoric in place denying that it has
any effect at all, or that it is somehow
“a positive.” But the reality is that the

see OSTER, page 16
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MAMMOTH EXPERIENCES SURGE
IN
MULTI-FAMILY PROPERTY SALES
Lehman talks local real estate trends

By Lunch
he Sheet spoke with local realtor/broker Matthew Lehman
about ongoing Mammoth real
estate trends as we approach Labor
Day.
“Multi-family property sales seem
to have spiked in the past four
months both in price and volume,”
he said. The reason, he thinks, is that
people with cash are looking for a
place to park it and they don’t want
to park it in the stock market.
Lehman recently sold the 20-unit

T

Matthew Lehman

complex owned by Dearing English
behind the Mammoth Fun Shop
and former Mammoth Mountaineering Supply building (Mammoth
Mountaineering is now located in
the former Grumpy’s space on Old
Mammoth Road). The price tag:
$3.175 million. “The units are really
clean and recently remodeled, good
tenants ... it was a win-win,” he said.
Lehman also noted three land
sales this year in the Sierra Valley
Sites neighborhood where the buyers intend multi-family residential
construction. The prices for that
land went for about $10 per square
foot on average.
The trend in prices for both
condominium and home sales in
Mammoth has been slightly lower
year-over-year after a robust 2015.
Median condo sales prices are
down approximately 7.5 percent on
a volume of 184 sales year-to-date,
which is tracking about 3 percent
above last year’s volume of 268 sales.
On the single-family residence

Single Family Homes median price from 2005-2016.
side (not including mobile homes or
Forest Service cabins), the median
sales price is down about 10 percent
from last year on a sales volume of
55 homes, which is also about 3 percent ahead of last year’s volume (80
total sales in 2015).
The median price on resales, how-

ever, is only down about 7.75 percent. This reflects the fact that John
Hooper had a whole bunch of new
product on the market last year.
Lehman says he’s experienced
pretty consistent call volume of late.
His phone isn’t blowing up, but he’s
not hearing crickets, either.
One interesting tidbit of note on
the commercial real estate side is
that Lehman says some national
companies have been poking
around looking at space. Overall,
“there hasn’t been a huge influx of
tenancy but some properties have
stablized ... there haven’t been a
whole lot of new small businesses
starting up,” he lamented.
Contact Matthew Lehman at
760.822.5845.
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with Jack Lunch

PARADISE IN THE MIDDLE OF NOWHERE

O

ne of the most unusual and
iconic properties in Mono
County has come on the
market.
The 42-acre Banner Springs
Ranch, located about 20 miles
outside Mammoth off Benton
Crossing Road, is now for sale. The
ranch, which supplies hops to local
breweries in a true farm-to-glass
exchange, is owned by Jeph Gundzik and Delinda Briggs.
Gundzik originally bought the
property in 2002. He jokingly refers
to it as his “Armageddon” property,
seeing as he grows all his own food,
raises livestock (chickens), is offthe-grid for his power (solar) and
has his own water wells.
In his former life, Gundzik was
in international finance, living in
both New York and Boston. He
then relocated to Salt Lake City to
start his own international investment risk analysis firm.
In 2002, he bought the ranch.
He met his wife circa 2005 thanks
to Sarah Adams, who introduced
the two during the time she owned
the Mono Inn. The couple was
married a year later.
Delinda, as luck would have it, is
from a 5th generation farming family and holds a degree in agriculture from Cal-State San Luis Obispo. Her family still owns a nursery
in Southern California.
The marriage, as well as a softening in Jeph’s investment risk
business (Remember, in 2006, no
one was interested in hiring someone who might tell them there
were dark clouds on the horizon),
prompted the couple to dive into
the rehabilitation and improvement of the ranch.
That first year, the couple had to

Volunteers pick hops at Banner Springs Ranch.

remove 50 to 60 trees just to establish a fire break around the home.
What Jeph and Delinda are most
proud of is the rehabilitation of the
area’s entire ecosystem.
They were able to restore balance
to the land at Banner Springs, says
Jeph, because of the elimination of
cattle grazing.
Via a land survey, he discovered
that the U.S. Forest Service permitees had been using a water source
for their cattle which was actually
on the Gundzik-Briggs property.

markets and customers.
Once the cattle were no longer
3. Someone interested in buildable to use the water source, the
ing an eco-retreat where you could
grazing stopped, and new life behost Yoga schools, farm schools,
gan to creep back into the area.
workshops, et. al. “Deep Springs
“The native grasses have been
College has been out here,” said
restored,” said Jeph. “And there’s
Jeph. “Mono County Day Schools,
been a reintroduction of wildlife.
local chefs and restaurateurs … it’s
We’ve never had deer here in the
a cool place to educate [people]
summer months until this year.
on agriculture,
The birds, the
archaeology.”
animals … they
What did Jeph
really appreciate
it.”
The native grasses have and Delinda
enjoy most about
An intrepid,
been restored...there’s the property? The
forward-thinking
and adventurous
been a reintroduction of lifestyle. “You
can ski, bike, dirt
spirit is needed
to continue the
wildlife. We’ve never had bike, hike and
hunt, all out your
work the couple
deer here in the summer back door,” said
has done on the
Jeph. “You also
property.
months until this year. get a pretty nice
Who do Jeph
tax benefit from
and Delinda
running a farm,”
envision as a
- Jeph Gundzik
he added.
buyer? They see
The White
a few scenarios.
Mountains tower
1. Perhaps a
nearby, crowned
family that wants
by the 14,252-foot
the experience of
White Mountain Peak.
a completely self-sufficient existeThe nearest neighbor is Benton
ence, having a lifestyle where you
Hot Springs, 12 miles away.
generate your own power and own
water and grow your own food.
2. Someone who wishes to expand the commercial hops business and enter/approach new

“

”

Jeph Gundzik and Delinda Briggs out on the range.
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OSTER
continued from page 12
Vail Resorts Epic Pass is becoming
stiff competition for the Mammoth
Resorts Pass. Diehard Mammoth pass
holders are even more likely to add an
Epic Pass to their program. The deal
is just too good. Others will certainly
be moving to an Epic Pass “for a try”
now that the Mammoth Pass can be
purchased without continued loyalty.
All of this is likely to reduce revenues
(and interest) for Mammoth Mtn.
So now, Mammoth the ski area is
compelled to become more competitive. The annual ski passes are one
thing. But the top-tier resorts are
adding gondolas and lifts to improve
accessibility and convenience and
they are becoming a bigger part of the
summer draw. All sorts of other resort
amenities and services are being added. Mammoth has fallen behind. And
Mammoth the town needs to join in.
Tourism might be strong in 2016 but
it can be fickle. There is an immense
amount of quality competition.
The Whistler Blackcomb Vail
Resorts deal may have sealed a
“compete or sell” fate for Mammoth
Mountain. Maybe that will make
them a more cooperative partner for
the town.
The Tech Initiative and Main St. revitalization are envisioned to work in
lockstep. Many have already doubted
whether the creation of 1,000 new
tech jobs (Editor’s note: Rusty’s latest
moon shot proclamation to revitalize Mammoth) is feasible in the next

five years. Most argue that there has
to be more than pretty scenery and
great recreation to attract such a large
number. But the tech growth and
Main St. revitalization don’t have to
happen in one fell swoop. They can
grow and change together.
But hundreds of new tech jobs in
Mammoth will create a serious housing shortage. How will we plan for
that? Pricing key employees out of
housing is already a current challenge. Increased demand could be a
disaster. These (substantially paying)
jobs could put extra demand on the
low end of the “for sale” real estate
market and further displace current
rentals. And they will compete for
ownership properties against other
valuable local residents.
The Main Street revitalization can
happen without narrowing Main St..
Or moving the Post Office. It can happen with lots of baby steps. One of
the lessons I learned from Mike Vance
(Mammoth’s former Community Development Director) in the Whistler
Village in 1995 was that plazas can
be conceived and constructed too
expansively. They made that mistake
and subsequently allowed changes
and encroachments to “tighten” them
up. It is more important to create a
“processional effect.”
We already have sidewalks and bike
paths traversing through most of the
area. There is plenty of solar aspect
and healthy trees in the zone. And a

parking lot. We don’t need “the giant
eraser.” We need some creativity and
cooperation. There is plenty of vacant
commercial space in town. Existing
buildings can be repurposed in the
short run. The existing commerce
must continue to flow. And for now,
maybe we can hide the RV Park with a
nice fence that ushers the eye towards
the mountains or the improved entry
to town.
And are the Town fathers ready
to move the Ice Rink/MUF into the
Shady Rest parcel downtown?? The
Council seems wedded to Mammoth
Creek Park West. The Environmental Impact Report is in process and
may hold some surprises. Or not.
Will Mammoth Lakes Housing find
compromise at Shady Rest if Copuncil heads in this direction? Who would
take the leadership role in such a
negotiation?
Rusty Gregory says he has the financial commitment to build a hotel
facility at Sierra Star. His planners
say this is a critical component of the
resort package. But is this a commitment to build a true hotel with single
ownership or a condo hotel facility or
some blended hybrid? All three present challenges. A true hotelier will
demand high occupancies that may
be unobtainable. A condo hotel developer needs to see pro formas with
attractive profit margins (that may
be unobtainable). So who is going to
subsidize this?? Mammoth Resorts?

TBID dollars?
And what about creating a real
parking lot in the Village. The Town
has the land under the old Community Center. Maybe the Town can
lease some of the grossly underutilized tennis courts in various local
condo projects around town to pacify
that small special interest group (that
could actually be a win-win). But how
does this parking lot development
happen? Who’s going to take the lead
on this? And who’s going to pay to
make it happen (besides all the future
parking lot users)?
There are plenty of ambitious plans.
Almost all of it really needed to happen yesterday. But the dynamics have
now changed. If it doesn’t happen
soon it may later get rammed down
our throats by people we don’t even
know. Some people believe that is the
only way that it will ever happen. The
opportunity is just too big. History is
rhyming.
And will real estate values be going
up? They did the last two times. But
it is too early to tell. First, we need to
see who is going to be at the helm of
this spaceship.
Paul Oster is the Broker/Owner of RE/
MAX of Mammoth. For other timely
real estate information you can go to
www.MammothRealEstateBlog.com.
For legal, accounting, or construction
advice, please seek out the appropriate
professional.
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SPREAD ‘EM AT THE EDISON
“Exit Laughing” delivers comedy from beyond the grave

By Bodine

M

ammoth Lakes Repertory
Theatre kicks off its 2016-17
season with Paul Elliot’s 2014
play, Exit Laughing. The play follows
three, almost four, ladies and their
grieving over the death of their best
friend, Mary, on one fateful evening
filled with eerie coincidences.
That might not sound too funny,
but there are only a few moments
that aren’t worth a belly laugh. There
are jokes on oral sex and frisking, and
a stripper makes an appearance, but
the chuckles are also a way the ladies
deal with their loss.
The women reminisce about better
times, when they were better looking, and reveal secrets and regrets to
each other while contemplating aging
and their lost girlfriend over several
drinks.
The play’s young adults, the youth
to counter the aged, wise up and
hope not to make the same regrettable mistakes as the wise and wacky
ladies.
The simpleton and comic relief,
Millie, is played by Alice Suszynski.
Her thin lips and Coke bottle glasses
convey as much expression as her
lines. Millie has a couple of screws
loose, but her actions ring from her
heart and just because she’s quiet and
meek doesn’t mean she’s not looking
for a good time (see: stripper).

Alice Suszynski as Millie, Eva Poole-Gilson as Leona, Marlene Piper as Connie, Matthew Chaconas as Bobby, Leslie-Anne Hoxie as Rachel.
The entire play happens in the
living room of Connie, played by
Marlene Piper, on the lady’s bridge
night in Birmingham, Alabama. Connie seems to be the most rational of
the three ladies, but she just appears
that way because she’s calmer than
the others, maybe also because she’s
a mother. But that doesn’t mean she
doesn’t want to get freaky. She has to
find that side of herself again, and the
deceased Mary helps her look.

Lesley-Anne Hoxie plays Rachel,
Connie’s daughter and a college
student who complains about not
finding a man, or even one to sniff
her. True to the deprecating selfimage of many young adult women,
she describes her eyebrows as two
Yetis mating. Hoxie nails the angst of
a pretty 20-something girl; think loud
stomping, throwing books down for
attention, swearing off men and plots
of revenge.

The over-sexed Leona, who’s constantly looking for another drink, is
played with a spot-on Southern belle
accent by Eva Poole-Gilson. Leona
is quick to point out faults, even her
own, and puts on a calloused front,
but it’s her way of protecting herself.
Poole-Gilson is another master of
body language and facial expression
to get the laugh across. (Editor’s Note:
If I hadn’t known Eva for more than
30 years, I’d swear it was Blanche from
the Golden Girls up on the stage, hair
style and all).
Bobby, played by Matthew Chaconas becomes the sex and love interest
of all the ladies; young, old and dead.
Bobby brings with him what the
ladies need, what Mary never had but
wants to make sure her friends don’t
miss out on. He’s a bit too skinny for
my taste, but he pulls off a believable
Magic Mike.
Juliana Olinka-Jones directs the hilarity, giving the actors the room and
vision they need to deliver the laughs.
Exit Laughing started Thursday, September 1 and runs through
September 11 at the Edison Theatre.
Tickets are available online at www.
MammothLakesRepertoryTheatre.org
for $20 general admission, $18 for seniors and students, or $22 at the door
(sorry, no discounts). The production
comes with a PG-13 rating.

SAVE UP TO

ON PRIOR YEAR’S SKI BOOTS & ACCESSORIES

LABOR DAY SALE
SEPT. 2-5 • 9AM-6PM
Mammoth • In the Village at Mammoth Mountain • 760-924-8333
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CASH
MAKES IT ALL BETTER
By Bodine

I

n 2011, the Inyo National Forest
said yes to the Mammoth Mountain
Ski Area Main Lodge land exchange
but the deal was put on hold in 2012,
because there was not a yet a law in
place that would allow a truckload of
cash to be used in lieu of a straight
trade (MMSA needed to add 25 percent
of the appraised value in greenbacks).
Enter U.S. Representative Paul Cook
and his push, along with that of Senator Diane Feinstein for the new legislation approved by President Barack
Obama in December 2014 facilitated
the exchange.
There is no exact price for what
MMSA will pay as an in lieu fee but
according to the Congressional Budget
Office, it will be several million dollars.
The legislation was a part of the “National Defense Appropriations Act for
Fiscal Year 2015” (NDAA). What a ski
area has to do with national defense
was not explained in a press release
from the Inyo National Forest.
Mammoth Mountain Ski Area wants
30.6 acres of National Forest Service
(NFS) lands, those in an around the
current Main Lodge including the
sewage ponds, in exchange for 1,317.5
acres of land (the non-Federal parcels)
in Mono, Inyo, Plumas and Tuolumne
counties.
“The Federal parcels are an island of
intensely developed urban landscape
retaining few natural characteristics
and features consistent with its status
as NFS lands,” according to a press
release from the INF.
The deal would allow MMSA to move
ahead with a purported $1 billion Main

Lodge redevelopment.
The purpose of the exchange will
allow the USFS to acquire lands in
need of better management but not
yet a part of the USFS, and hand over
MMSA lands that “would better serve
the community and economic needs
of the Town of Mammoth Lakes and
Mono County in private ownership.”
Cook stated in a news release the day
Obama signed the bill, “This is about
jobs. The land exchange will allow
Mammoth Mountain to start construction, creating jobs to rebuild the Mammoth Mountain Inn.”
MMSA CEO Rusty Gregory contributed $10,950 to the campaigns of
Cook and Feinstein in 2014. Gregory
has donated $5,200 to the 2016 Cook
reelection campaign according to
campaignmoney.com.
According to the website opensecrets.com MMSA paid Washington,
D.C. lobbyists $80,000 in 2014 and
$290,000 in 2015 and $160,000 so far in
this election year.
The Inyo National Forest will hold a
public meeting on September 8th from
6:00 pm-8:00 pm at The Mammoth
Lakes Council Chamber, Suite Z, 437
Old Mammoth Road, Mammoth Lakes,
CA (above the Vons) to provide an
overview of the project and to answer
questions from the public
“Last Friday’s passage of the Main
Lodge land exchange by the Senate
paves the way for completion of the
trade and the complete redevelopment
of the Mammoth Mountain Inn and
adjacent base lodge facilities,” said
Gregory in a press release in 2014.
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A BIGGER AND BETTER MAC
Mono Arts Council reinvents itself

Press Release
he 47th Annual Labor Day Arts
Festival at Sam’s Wood Site this
weekend is sponsored by the
Mono Arts Council (MAC). Over the
past year, the Arts Council has spent
considerable time and resources
reinventing itself. In addition to a
name change, MAC also has a new
logo, website and mission statement. What remains the same (with
some name changes here and there)
is the organization’s dedicated team
of leaders representing longtime
residents of Mono County.
MAC’s Board of Directors includes:
Kristen Schipke, Stacy Corless, Nora
Urdi, Alan Barlow and Janet Hunt.
The Executive Director is Kendra
Knight and the Executive Assistant
is Kristin Reese. MAC’s Art Gallery,
located in the Minaret Mall next to
Tailwaggers, is staffed by Angela
Gross and Michele Iansiti.
The following are some of the educational arts programs, events and
festivals MAC is involved with.
Art & Wine is just what it sounds
like. Three-hour classes taught by local professional artists and leavened
by wine and hors d’oeuvres. A list
of upcoming classes can be found
on MAC’s website (www.monoarts.
org). and include: Painting, Mosaics,
Printmaking and Jewelry Making.
MAC kicked off summer with a
five week Kids Summer Art Camp
at the Mammoth Lakes Community
Center. Local and visiting children
ages 5-14 participated in this unique
and fun summer experience. They
produced genuine art; watercolors
with local watercolorist Heidi Goodwin, ceramics with local art instructor Laurel Stanford, photography
with professional local photographer Kendra Knight, mosaics with
local master artist Kristen Schipke
and a new Music Camp with local
musicians Kristin Reese and Cassie
Burgenbauch. MAC also offers
after school art clubs and Meet the
Masters Programs in all of the Mono
County schools.

T

Natalie Sanders self-portrait mosaic.

MAC stages two of the oldest and
most beloved Art Festivals in Mammoth Lakes; The 38th Annual Mammoth Celebrates the Arts for the 4th
of July and The 47th Annual Labor
Day Festival of the Arts. For both
Festivals, visitors will enjoy many exhibiting visual artists, sample international food, local craft beers and
wine and listen to live local musical
performances. The quality of the
participating juried artists contributes to the continued recognition as
two of the premiere visual art shows
in the Eastern Sierra.
Labor Day Festival of the Arts
is held in the unique alpine setting of Sam’s Wood Site, which
transcends this free Festival into
a truly enchanting experience for
all ages. Kids can participate in art
workshops while parents can stroll
through the festival and listen to
talented local bands on stage.
June Lake Jam Fest is one of Mono
Arts Council’s newest events. On Saturday September 10, come to Gull
Lake Park and experience the views
of beautiful June Lake while enjoying a full day of music, art, June Lake
Brewing beer and great food. Jam
Fest hopes to bring a rich musical
event to Mono County for residents
and visitors and to provide a fundraising event supporting music instruction opportunities for children
via MAC-sponsored music camps
and school music programs. This
event is fun for the entire family!
Proceeds from MAC’s paid programming and festivals help to fund
year round art programs benefitting
all Mono County schools.
Visit our website for more info
regarding MAC’s arts programs and
events: www.monoarts.org Would
you like to get involved, volunteer or
become a member? Contact Kendra@monoarts.org.
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LOCAL DOG MAKES GOOD

By Rea
ocal hunter Scott WingHartlein is a proud papa: His
hunting dog, Josie, was chosen
to grace the cover of the Fall 2016
L.L. Bean hunting catalog, joining
several locals for a photo shoot at
Hot Creek Ranch.
Josie, a French Brittany, joined
fishing guides Pat Jaeger and Kevin
Peterson to take pictures for the
catalog in April, when Josie was
about eleven months old.
“It was a four-hour shoot that
went through dinner time, so Josie
did get a little hungry, but she was
a champ,” said Wing-Hartlein, who
owns Sunshine Floors in Mammoth
and who has had Josie since she was
small enough to fit in his pocket.
“She got some sleepy eyes [during
the shoot], so I had to do some
jumping jacks to keep her excited.”
He said that L.L. Bean approached
Peterson, who owns Hot Creek
Ranch, about the photo shoot last
year, and asked him to check around
with his hunting buddies who
owned dogs. “I guess they wanted
something different than the usual
labradors, and they chose Josie,”
said Wing-Hartlein. “I sent a photo
of myself in too, but I guess I didn’t
make the cut,” he said with a laugh.
He said he had no idea Josie would
be a cover girl until his neighbor got
the catalog in the mail last week and
called up Wing-Hartlein’s longtime
girlfriend, Betsy Rudolph. Betsy
called right away. “Scott, Josie’s on
the cover!” she told him.
Wing-Hartlein has been a Brittany
man ever since he was given his first
Brittany pup, Getty, by his friend
Kurt, who worked maintenance at
Tom’s Place. Getty, an American
Brittany, was a born and bred
Eastsider. “[Kurt] just gave me the
last pup left, no charge, so I bought
him a 12 pack of Sierra Nevada
[beer]. That’s how I got hooked on
Brittanies.”
Wing-Hartlein and Rudolph drove
their motorhome to Plum Creek
Kennels in South Dakota last year
to pick up Josie. “She probably
thought she was going to live in a
motorhome for the first week of her
life,” Wing-Hartlein said. He said
that halfway through South Dakota,
they spent two hours in a cinder
block restroom with Josie, Getty, and
their third dog Annabelle, after being
evacuated from their motorhome
during a tornado warning. “It was a
pretty eventful trip,” he said with a
laugh.
Getty, a great big brother to Josie,
passed away last year at the age
of fourteen. Wing-Hartlein never
hunted with Getty, but Josie is
already showing her prowess for
pointing chukar, and she’s also
training on pheasant at the Lone
Pine Pheasant Club.
“You don’t go hunting for yourself,
you go hunting for the dog,” said

L

Wing-Hartlein, who, as a novice,
is learning alongside Josie. “I just
love being out there with my dog,
watching her work,” he said. “It’s
such a beautiful thing.”
As for Josie’s modeling career,
he says he might consider trying
her out for more advertising in the
future if the opportunity arises.
“Then maybe I could at least write
off her dog food!”

Hike

Climb

Run

Camp

Scott Wing-Hartlein and his French Brittany, Josie, on their quad. “She’s gotten a
little snooty” with her newfound fame, Wing-Hartlein jokes.
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BALLOON
continued from page 1
situation for a lone mountaineer.
“By this time I was on a text loop
with Danielle and Buzz and I was
like guys, this place is sketchy,” said
Torrance. He recommended to Grate
that she ensure someone with experience accompany her on any future
forays to find the balloon. Well, wondered Grate, did he want to be their
rope gun?
He did. On July 2, Torrance headed
up to Mt. Lewis with Grate, accompanied by Les and Peggy Moore,
Big Horn Sheep researchers for the
National Park Service, who lent their
skills with a spotting scope to the
recovery mission. They hiked seventeen miles that day, but found no
balloon.
Grate told The Sheet she hasn’t
climbed in about ten or fifteen years,
but Torrance says she’s been game to
scale some of the “gnarliest” peaks in
the Sierra. “She’s not a climber, but
she’s a schoolteacher, so that’s just as
good,” he said with a laugh.
On July 30, they tried again, with
no luck. Grate is keeping her students posted via Facebook posts.
Currently, they’ve made five recovery attempts, hiking about 65 miles.
They’ve found Big Horn Sheep
(They’ve followed Big Horn Sheep
trails down Mt. Lewis, said Torrance,
which is the closest thing to a “trail”
one could find in that remote area)
and even the wreckage of a U.S. Air
Force plane which crashed in March,

1945 on their latest foray on August
27—but still no weather balloon.
“It gets to be this little bit of an
obsession,” said Torrance. “[Danielle
and I] are really driven people so we
really rub off on each other.”
“At the end of a 17-mile day, we’re
so tired,” Grate told The Sheet, “But
then, in the morning, it’s like, ‘Do
you want to go again?’”
Grate said that her students are so
involved in the project that she can’t
imagine letting them down. “Some of
them will stop by my house, because
I live in downtown Mariposa, asking
about the balloon,” she said. When
the students launched the balloon
in May, they created brochures for
Yosemite Valley visitors who were
curious about what they were doing.
The Tavis Corporation, which builds
parts for space shuttles and is serendipitously located close to Woodland, has invested approximately
$6,000 into the school’s forays into
the stratosphere, said Grate.
Most frustrating, perhaps, is the
fact that a balloon that Woodland
students launched in December of
last year also disappeared over King’s
Canyon National Park. There’s a
sense that this latest balloon, at least,
needs to come home. It’s carrying
GoPro cameras, GPS equipment—a
grand total of about $2,500 when
the price of the balloon is factored
in, said Grate. There were even four
cockroaches on board the payload.

Torrance especially wants to find
those cockroaches. “It’s that twisted
sick adventure fun that people like
me love doing,” said Torrance, who
worked on Yosemite’s Search and
Rescue (YOSAR) team for three years
in the mid-nineties. “Give yourself a
mission and you’ve got to be successful at it.”
He’s the right man for the job—he
was recently promoted to Director
of Base Operations at MMSA, where
he’ll be in charge of transportation,
hosts, parking, security, Woolly’s
Tube Park, Snowmobile Adventures,
and the bike park. Though his new
job and gearing up for winter will be
keeping him busy, “I want to take at
least one more crack at finding [the
balloon] before the snow flies,” Torrance said. “I’m not a quitter.”
Two planes have flown over the
area trying to find the balloon, but
what they really need, he says, is a
helicopter. “I’ll rappel out of it onto
the cliff,” he said, in true YOSAR
style. “They don’t even need to land
it!”
Whether the balloon (and its
payload of gear and cockroaches) is
found before the winter, Torrance
told The Sheet, a new friendship has
been forged between himself and
Grate.
“It’s been a real relationship-builder between the east side and the west
side,” he said. “And it’s all for the
kids.”

PHOTOS: DANIELLE GRATE

Above: A spot of green, Torrance
scrambles up a gully on Mt. Lewis. Below:
Signing the Summit Register.
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TOLLEFSONS CRUSH
ULTRAMARATHONS AT
HOME AND ABROAD
By Rea

L

ocal ultra runner and Mammoth
Hospital Physical Therapist Tim
Tollefsen and his wife, Lindsay,
were a true power couple of ultra
running last week—Tim came in third
place in the “Super Bowl” of ultra
running, the Ultra Trail de Mont Blanc
(UTMB), and Lindsay placed fourth
in the USA Track and Field national
trail championships 50k in the Marin
Headlands.
On Friday, August 26, at 6 p.m. Tim
Tollefson set out for the 105-mile
trail race which circumnavigates
Mont Blanc and snakes through three
countries—France, Italy, and Switzerland—with 33,000 feet of elevation
gain and loss. It ended where it began
with Tollefson recieving cheers and
admiration and was the only American to place in the top three. “First
place [a French runner] was thirty
minutes ahead of me,” Tollefson told
The Sheet, “and second place [a Lithuanian] was only three minutes ahead.”
About 2,500 competitors ran in whgat is known as the world’s largest and
most competitive ultramarathon.
“It’s unlike any other ultamarathon,” Tollefson said. “Just the whole
experience and atmosphere is really
incredible. It’s kind of like being at the
NBA playoffs, or the Super Bowl.”
The grueling race requires participants carry a backpack full of supplies—such as, at least two headlamps and extra batteries for running
through the night. Tollefson said his
night in the Alps went smoothly. Running “conservatively,” he saved his
strength for the last stretch of the race.
“It was a beautiful night. When you’re
out there on those trails, with no light
pollution, just you and the wilderness
and a starry sky and the moon, it’s
pretty wonderful.”
His wife, Lindsay, held down the fort
on American soil while her husband
represented Mammoth in Europe. She
finished her 50k (31 mile) trail race in
4:39:08.
The pair have lived in Mammoth
for almost five years, and participated
in the Olympic Trials in Los Angeles
in February, alongside several other
Mammoth athletes. After a little rest
and relaxation, they’ll return to their
day jobs next week.

PHOTO: IRUNFAR.COM
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FOUR WHEELS AND FOUR LEGS
By Bodine

A

party and car show to mark the
unofficial end of summer goes
down this Saturday at Tom’s
Place. Michele Layne, co-owner of
Tom’s Place, told The Sheet that if a
car was made before 1972 and can
make it to the top of Sherwin Grade, it
can make it in the show.
Layne said there’s been a steady
drove of 40 to 60 cars and more than
150 people every year to gaze at the
chrome and rubber.
“Looking and listening are free,”
said Layne. The barbecue feast is $10
with $1 beers. It’s not a money maker,
Layne said, but a community event.
She said some folks have a real fascination with old vehicles; some of it
is nostalgia, harkening back to a more
carefree time when cars were big,
loud, fast and had style. Back when
gas was under a buck a gallon.
“Car people are a different breed,”
Layne said. They get out their lawn
chairs, open a beer and stare.
Mark has a collection of more than
10 cars in his garage, which Michele
referred to as his “man cave.” He was
twisting wrenches on a 1979 Camaro
on Tuesday, August 30 when he talked
to The Sheet. Working on cars is
therapeutic for him.
Fellow car junkie Mike Monreal was
outside the man cave (there’s no more
room for another car in there) working on his dad’s 1969 Karmann Ghia,
getting it ready for the Bonneville Salt
Flats and a memorial run for his fa-

ther. The little yellow Volkswagen with
a 92 cubic inch engine has set and
broken many world records for speed,
getting up to 169 mph.
Monreal was going to get a fire
extinguisher before he attempted
to start it up. What happens in the
garage, stays in the garage.
Gear heads and car aficionados are
thick in Crowley and Long Valley but
have few places to show off. Top of
the Hill has become that outlet. Mark
and Michele may also have found the
recipe for a healthy and long lasting
relationship; they both do what they
want to do and they don’t bother each
other about it. Horses are a passion
for Michele. “He loves horsepower, I
love horses.”
Their son, Charlie has been bit by
the car bug, Michele said, and she
was trying to remember what kind of
old car he drove. “Mark can’t remember any of my horse’s names.”
“Charlie drives a 1963 Pontiac Tempest,” Mark said from his man cave
without looking up from the engine
compartment.
The couple have been together for
nearly 30 years. “I always knew what
my competition was, four wheels,”
Michele said.
“His was four legs.”
Cars of any condition can enter the
show as long as the car is pre-1972.
The show starts at noon, the barbecue at 3. To enter your car, or to talk
horses, call Tom’s Place, 760.935.4239.

HORRORSCOPES
By C louds McC loud

Virgo: Lots of good chaos and posi-

tive change will kick off this next year
of your life. To make the most of it all,
please do the following. Quote Rumi,
“Raise your words, not voice. It’s rain
that grows flowers, not thunder.” And
remember, as Clouds likes to say, “It’s
better to be happy than to be right,
especially if you like happy endings.”
Libra: This next month will include
some significant changes in the lives
of lots of people. While the core of the
changes will be positive, some folks
don’t like change and so the chaos
factor is certain to rise. Your mission
is simple. Be like Fonzi and follow the
advice of Woodrow Wilson: “One cool
judgment is worth a thousand hasty
counsels. The thing to do is to supply
light and not heat.”
Scorpio: Since most schools are now
back in session, it seems only fitting
to pass on some quotes to help with
your education/life. From poet William Butler Yeats, “Education is not
the filling of a pail, but the lighting of
a fire.” And from Clouds’ friend, Rainy
Sandcastles, “You are exceptionally
knowledgeable about completely useless bullcrap you make up.”
Sagittarius: September will be a
hectic month, so it’s best you are well
prepared to handle it. Therefore, be
sure to create a good balance of rest,
exercise and stress relief. Please also
remember that you shouldn’t sweat
the small stuff, but should sweat
while exercising or “stress relieving.”
Capricorn: Since some general tension is in the air this month, it will
also heighten most folks’ physicality.
Ergo, you may want to brush up on
your pickup lines. Here are a couple
to warm you up. 1) “I’d try a cheesy
pickup line on you, but I’m afraid you
might laugh-tose intolerant.” 2) And
from Alec Baldwin, “Remember, sex is
like a Chinese diner. It aint over until
you both get a cookie.”
Aquarius: Just in case you forgot,
mornings are God’s way of saying
here’s another chance to make your
dreams come true, to love, to learn,
to connect, to make a difference. And
evenings are Clouds’ way of saying nice work, here’s some time to
celebrate it all and give yourself—and
hopefully someone special—a nice
pat or twelve on the fanny.
Pisces: To help you adapt to the end
of another summer, please adopt
a new motto like: Uno) “I’m not
insecure, I’m humble.” B) “If you can’t
be with the one you love, honey, try
using Facetime or sexting.” 3) “I never

settle for less. I settle for more.”

Aries: One of the greatest traits of

this sign is a natural ability to get
back up after you’ve been knocked
down. And usually, you get up, dust
yourself off and then proceed to kick
booty and take names and often
email addresses so you can hang out
later. Therefore, your new assignment
is to remember that what doesn’t
break us just makes us stronger and
that scars give us good stories and are
sexy.
Taurus: To be honest, which always
beats lying and usually beats exaggeration, we all have a few flaws.
Even decorated Olympic athletes like
Ryan “I’m Gonna Need a Brazilian”
Lochte and Hope “No Class” Solo can
beat total butt munchers. Therefore,
please try to be kind, careful with
your words, and try to embrace people who drive you nuts. This doesn’t
mean you have to embrace them for
long or that you must be wearing
pants while doing so.
Gemini: To help you navigate what
will be a positive but sometimes
stressful September, please adapt the
following Ron Burgundy lines. When
you don’t feel like talking: “What?
Were you saying something? Look, I
don’t speak Spanish.” When dealing
with frustration: “You pooped in the
refrigerator? And you ate the whole
wheel of cheese? … Heck, I’m not
even mad—that’s amazing.” When
you’re felling amorous: “I don’t know
how to put this, but I’m kind of a big
deal.”
Cancer: Cancerians are meant to
help bring people together. That
doesn’t mean you don’t occasionally push some people away, too. To
help, stop saying things like these: a)
Why don’t you go eat a bag of wieners
instead? f) I’d really appreciate it if
you’d go make love to yourself. u) I
just wish you’d enjoy a long stroll on a
short and wobbly dock that overlooks
a beautiful sea full of great white
shark and piranhas with the munchies.
Leo: Just in case some of you may
have forgotten, Clouds would like to
remind you that nothing is impossible and miracles happen every
moment Therefore, your magical
questions are: 1) What’s my perfect
day? 5) What qualities do I most
respect in others, beside full or partial
nudity? 10) Why don’t I always choose
happiness when it’s the most logical
choice?
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Property Tax Default ( Delinquent ) List

Notice of Availability/ cont.

3371 and 3372
I ,Janet Dutcher, Mono Tax Collector, State of California, certify that:
The real properties listed below were declared to be in tax default at 12:01 a.m. on July 1, 2013, by operation of
law pursuant to Revenue and Taxation Code section 3436. The declaration of default was due to non-payment of
the total amount due for the taxes, assessments, and other charges levied in fiscal year 2012-13 that were a lien
on the listed real property.
Tax-defaulted real property may be redeemed by payment of all unpaid taxes and assessments, together with
the additional penalties and fees, as prescribed by law, or it may be redeemed under an installment plan of
redemption.
The amount to redeem, including all penalties and fees, as of September 2016, is shown opposite the parcel
number and next to the name of the assessee.
All information concerning redemption of tax-defaulted property will be furnished, upon request, by the Mono
County Tax Collector, P.O. Box 495, Bridgeport, CA. 93517, (760) 932-5480.
PARCEL NUMBERING SYSTEM EXPLANATION
The Assessor’sParcel Number(APN), when used to describe property in this list, refers to the assessor’s map
book, the map page, the block on the map (if applicable), and the individual parcel on the map page or in the
block. The assessor’s maps and further explanation of the parcel numbering system are available in the assessor’s office.
Property tax defaulted on June 30, 2013, for the taxes, assessments and other charges for the fiscal year 2012-13:
ASSESSOR’S
PARCEL NUMBER

ASSESSEE NAME

001-100-068-000
002-320-018-000
002-320-019-000
007-190-029-000
008-141-006-000
011-294-007-000
016-098-013-000
025-200-055-000
025-210-021-000		
026-272-004-000 		
031-170-008-000		
032-052-259-000		
033-021-021-000
060-020-017-000
060-020-018-000
305-028-000-000

AMOUNT
TO REDEEM

MCKAY BROTHERS CATTLE CO.
DOUGLASS, ELIZABETH A.
DOUGLASS, ELIZABETH A.
MILLER GREGORY J. & LINDA A.
BRIDGEPORT PROP. TR 10-25-2006
GARSIDE STANLEY STAIGER & SIMPSON SALLY G.
SHRUM, DONALD
BURGOON, MIKE (ET AL)
ZAHNOW, CRAIG F.
TRIESCHMAN DUSTY L.
NILSSON KENNETH A. & PAULA M.
SHIRK GEORGE R.		
FORSTER-GIL, INC. ET AL		
MASLENHOLBROOKE
MASLENHOLBROOKE
BOWLES FAMILY LIVING TR. 07-15-14

$8,408.28
$1,584.81
$1,584.81
$6,986.17
$7,008.32
$316.57
$1,592.34
$16,388.27
$615.50
$12,758.43
$18,886.54
$2,407.70
$80,200.71
$9,822.71
$9,822.71
$2,933.26

I certify or (declare), under penalty of perjury, that the foregoing is true and correct.
Janet Dutcher, CPA, CGFM
Mono County Treasurer-Tax Collector
Executed at Mono County, California, on August 22, 2016
TS #2016-00133

Notice of Public Hearing
Notice of Public Hearing
Zoning Code Amendment
(ZCA 16-001)
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday,
September 7, 2016, beginning at 6:00 p.m. and
continuing until finished, at the Town Council
Chambers, Suite Z within the Minaret Village
Shopping Center, 437 Old Mammoth Road the
Mammoth Lakes Town Council will hear an
application request for the following:
Application Request: Zoning Code Amendment
(ZCA) 16-001 — Amend the Water Efficient
Landscape Regulations in order to meet the
requirements of the updated 2015 CA Model Water
Efficient Landscape Ordinance (CA MWELO).
CEQA Determination: Exempt pursuant to Public
Resources Code section 21083.3 and State CEQA
Guidelines section 15183.
Location: Town-wide
Zoning: All Zones
Proponent: Town of Mammoth Lakes
All persons having an interest in the proposed
application request may appear before the Town
Council either in person or represented by counsel
and present testimony or may, prior to said hearing,
file with the Town Clerk written correspondence
pertaining thereto. Pursuant to Government Code
Section 65009(b), if this matter is subsequently
challenged in court, the challenge may be limited to
only those issues raised at the public hearing
described in this notice or in written correspondence
delivered to the Town of Mammoth Lakes at, or prior
to, the public hearing. For additional information, or
to obtain a copy of the staff report which will be
published no later than September 2, 2016, contact
Nolan Bobroff, Assistant Planner, at (760) 965-3631.
Facsimiles may be sent to (760) 934-7493, or e-mail
at: nbobroff@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.
Mammoth Lakes Town Council
P.O. Box 1609, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
TS #2016-00135

Notice of Availability/Public Hear
TO: Agencies, Organizations, and Interested Parties
SUBJECT: Notice of Intent to Adopt/Notice of Availability for the Draft Mammoth Creek Gap Closure
Project Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
This serves as the Town of Mammoth Lakes (Town)
Notice of Intent to adopt an Initial Study/ Mitigated
Negative Declaration for Mammoth Creek Gap
Closure Project, prepared in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), State CEQA
Guidelines and local implementation procedures.
PROJECT TITLE: Mammoth Creek Gap Closure
Project
PROJECT LOCATION: Town of Mammoth Lakes,
California. The project includes multi-use path improvements to the north of Old Mammoth Road from
Minaret Road to 919 feet east of the Minaret Road and
Old Mammoth Road intersection. The project will be
aligned with the Town’s right-of-way and within the
following assessor parcels: (APN) 040-020-001-000 (2
Meadow Lane), 040-021-000-000 (96 Meadow Lane),
and 040-140-003-000 (101 Sherwin Creek Road).
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The proposed project
involves the construction of a Class I Multi-use Path
(MUP) that will be designed to connect to an existing
MUP on the west side of Minaret Road. The MUP
will run east-west, approximately paralleling Old
Mammoth Road on the south side of Mammoth Creek
and north of Old Mammoth Road. The MUP will be
10-feet wide and compliant with current Caltrans
and Americans with Disabilities Act requirements.
A minimum horizontal clearance of 2-feet will be
maintained from all obstructions. The MUP will also
include a maximum cross slope of 2% for drainage,
while maintaining ADA accessibility. The path will be
paved with asphalt of sufficient strength to support
snow removal equipment.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Town of Mammoth Lakes proposes to adopt a Mitigated Negative
Declaration for the above-cited Project. The Mitigated
Negative Declaration is based on the finding that
the Project could not have a significant impact on
the environment with mitigation measures incorporated. The reasons to support such a finding are
documented by an Initial Study prepared by the
Town of Mammoth Lakes. Copies of the Initial Study,
the proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration, and
supporting materials are available for review at the
Town of Mammoth Lakes Community and Economic
Development Department, 437 Old Mammoth Road,
Suite R, Mammoth Lakes, CA, and on-line at http://
www.ci.mammoth-lakes.ca.us/index.aspx?NID=158.
For questions regarding the Mitigated Negative Declaration, please contact:
Jamie Robertson
Assistant Engineer
Town of Mammoth Lakes
P.O. Box 1609
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite R
Mammoth Lakes, California 93546
Ph: 760-965-3653
Or via E-mail to: jrobertson@townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov
PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD: In accordance with the
State CEQA Guidelines, any comments concerning
the findings of the proposed Initial Study/ Mitigated

Negative Declaration must be submitted in writing
and received by the Town of Mammoth Lakes no
later than 5:00 p.m. on October 2, 2016, in order to
be considered prior to the Town’s final determination
on the project. Should you decide to challenge this
Project, you may be limited to the issues raised during
this public review period. Please mail or email your
written comments to Jamie Robertson, Assistant Engineer, Town of Mammoth Lakes, P.O. Box 1609, 437 Old
Mammoth Road, Suite R, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546;
or E-mail: jrobertson@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.
Starting Date: Friday, September 2, 2016		
Ending Date: Monday, October 2, 2016
PUBLIC HEARING: The Town Council will hold a
public hearing to adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration. The public hearing is preliminarily scheduled
to take place on:
Date:
Wednesday, October 5, 2016
Time:
6:00 PM
Location: Town Council Chambers/Suite Z
Minaret Village Shopping Center
437 Old Mammoth Road
Mammoth Lakes, California 93546
If you require additional information please contact
Jamie Robertson at 760-965-3653
TS #2016-00139

Public Hearing Notice
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday,
September 14, 2016, beginning at 2:00 p.m. and continuing until finished, at the Town Council Chambers,
Suite Z within the Minaret Village Shopping Center,
437 Old Mammoth Road the Mammoth Lakes Planning & Economic Development Commission will hear
an application request for the following:
Application Request: Variance (VAR 16-001) for a
requested 50% reduction in the required 10 foot side
yard setback on the east side of the subject property,
to allow an expansion to a bedroom and bathroom
located at the rear of an existing single-family home.
The structure is currently built with a 5 foot side yard
setback and the Variance would enable a proposed
161 square foot addition to continue the line of the
existing wall along the east side of the property.
CEQA Determination: Pursuant to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines this
project is exempt from further review per Categorical
Exemption Section 15301 – Existing Facilities.
Location: 1893 Old Mammoth Road; APN: 022-330030-000
Zoning: Residential Multi-Family 1 – (RMF 1)
Proponent: David and Diane Stevens
All persons having an interest in the proposed application request may appear before the Planning &
Economic Development Commission either in person
or represented by counsel and present testimony
or may, prior to said hearing, file with the Executive
Secretary written correspondence pertaining thereto.
Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009(b), if
this matter is subsequently challenged in court, the
challenge may be limited to only those issues raised
at the public hearing described in this notice or in
written correspondence delivered to the Town of
Mammoth Lakes at, or prior to, the public hearing.
For additional information, or to obtain a copy of
the staff report which will be published no later than
September 9, 2016, contact Kimberly Cooke, Assistant
Planner, at (760) 934-3638. Facsimiles may be sent
to (760) 934-7493 or email at: kcooke@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.
Mammoth Lakes Planning & Economic Development
Commission
P.O. Box 1609
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546
TS #2016-00138
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HAVING NO PEARSON

D

ave Hammon, an attorney for
former Mammoth resident
Christopher James Pearson,
appeared in Mono Superior Court
on August 30 to ask that the Hon.
Stan Eller recall a warrant and lift a
jail hold on Pearson, who has been
held in the San Diego County Jail
since October, 2015 on an arsonrelated charge, according to Mono
County Deputy District Attorney
Brad Braaten.
Pearson was arrested in Mono
County on March 13, 2015, Braaten
told The Sheet, for possession of
drugs for sale. A complaint was filed
against Pearson on March 17 of last
year. After hearings and motions,
Pearson’s trial was set for November 2015. However, in the interim, a
series of bizarre events unfolded.
According to NBC 7 News in San
Diego, Pearson “held a… SWAT
team at bay for hours” after police
were called to his apartment in
Pacific Beach on September 30. His
neighbor Scott Tadlock had installed
security cameras facing Pearson’s
apartment after the then-49-yearold man threw a bucket of urine at
Tadlock’s wife and kept his family up
at night with loud noises, including
“Hammering and hollering.”
On the morning of September
30, Tadlock’s camera system caught
Pearson on tape spraying lighter
fluid on his garage doors, and the
steps leading up to his apartment.
Pearson retreated into his home
when 911 was called, resulting in a
SWAT team being dispatched.
Firefighters and a hostage negotiator told NBC 7 that the incident was
brought on by meth use. Pearson
eventually surrendered by descending from his second-floor window
using an electrical cord.
Eller recalled Pearson’s warrant
on Tuesday because Pearson was
unable to appear in Mono County
due to his incarceration in San Diego County. This allows Pearson to
leave the San Diego jail to attend a
rehabilitation clinic. Once released
Pearson will return to Mono County
to answer for his charges. 		
			-Rea

Notice of Avail./Public Hearing
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF PROPOSED 2016-2017
COUNTY BUDGET DOCUMENTS AND PUBLIC
HEARING THEREON BY THE MONO COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS.
Notice is Hereby Given that the proposed County
Budget Documents for fiscal Year 2016-2017 will be
available to members of the General Public on August
26, 2016, on the Mono County Website and in the
North and South County Offices of the County Administrative Officer, Courthouse Annex I, Bridgeport,
California (760) 932-5412, and 452 Old Mammoth
Road, (Sierra Center Mall ), Mammoth Lakes, California.
Notice is also hereby given that the board of Supervisors, County of Mono, will meet at the time and
place specified below for the purpose of conducting
a Public Heating regarding the Fiscal Year 2016-2017
Proposed Budget, preparatory to making a final
determination thereon. Any member of the General
Public may appear at the hearing and be heard regarding any item of the Budget or for the inclusion of
additional items. The Public Hearing will commence
at 9:30 am as part of the meeting of the board on
Tuesday, September 6, 2016 in the Board Chambers,
2nd floor, County Courthouse, Bridgeport, California,
93517. The Board may continue the Publix Hearing
to Wednesday, September 7, 2016, if necessary, and
thereafter in its discretion.
Janet Dutcher
Finance Director
TS #2016-00137

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Trout Taxidermy
Richard Enciso
86 Silver Tip Lane , P.O. Box 2057
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546
This business is conducted by an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business
name or names listed herein.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on August 12,2016
File Number 16-113
2016-0131 (8/20, 8/27, 9/03, 9/10)
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BARS & MUSIC

TOWN STUFF

Happy Hour/

Sept. 2-5/

Outlaw Saloon. 4-7 p.m. daily and all
night on Mondays.
Roberto’s 4-6 p.m. Mon.-Thurs.
Austria Hof. 4-7 p.m. Sun.-Thurs.
Fri.-Sat. 4-6 p.m.
Whitebark Restaurant Bar & Lounge
Unwind with daily drink and food
specials 4-6 p.m. Half price sushi
Mondays.
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour 5-7
p.m. daily and all day Sunday. $5
dollar menu items, drink specials.
Happy Hour @ Sushi Rei. 5-6 p.m.
daily. Half off apps and $5 hand roll
+small sake . Sundays are all-night
happy hour.
Happy Hour @ The Bistro at
Snowcreek, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Mon.-Sat.
Mammoth Tavern Happy Hour
Tuesday-Sunday 3:30-5 p.m. Closed
Mondays.
Smokeyard weekend Happy Hour
4-6 p.m. in the bar only.
Side Door Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m.
Fridays: Half off Moscow and
Kentuky Mules. Saturday and Sunday:
Bottomless mimosas 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Mammoth’s famous Slocums Happy
Hour 4-6 p.m.
Giovanni’s Happy Hour, daily 4-6
p.m. Large pizza and a pitcher of beer
gets you free wings.
Lakanuki Happy Hour daily 4:3010:30 p.m., $4 margaritas, Mai Tais
and food discounts. Sunday Club
Nights with DJ Night Audit. Happy
Hour drink specials 10 p.m.- close.
Rock Creek Lakes Resort, Friday and
Saturday, 3-5 p.m. with a happy hour
menu.
Tamarack Lodge, Joe Gray Jr. at the
Baby Grand Friday and Saturday,
5:30-9:30 p.m.
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill,
Daily Happy Hour, 3-6 p.m. $1 off
draft beers, $2 off wine, $4 well
drinks, $2 off specialty drinks.
The Monkey Bar Restaurant hosts
their Happy Hour from 3-6 p.m. and
10-12 p.m. every day. Food & drink
specials including a $5 Mai-Tai.

September 2-4/

Mammoth Rock ‘n Rye @ the Village
at Mammoth featuring The Yawpers
and local favorites Bird Dog, among
others. For info, see ad p. 5

September 2-5/

Ryan Hiller plays the Adventure
Center at Main Lodge. Free, 12-3 p.m.
See ad, p. 3.

September 3-5/

Lake Legends Days Pioneer Festival
@ the Gallery at Twin Lakes. Music by
Fiddlin’ Pete, Good Livin’ and Paiute
Flute Master Paul Stone. Activities
include Gold Panning, Tomahawk,
Horseshoe, and Knife Throwing. Wear
your pioneer clothes.

Sunday, Sept. 4/
• Chicken & Beef Teriyaki
• Tempura • Tonkatsu • Sukiyaki
• Calamari • Sushi
• Full Service Cocktail Bar
& Lounge
760-872-4801
Open at 5 p.m.
635 N. Main St.
Bishop
25 years of experience

japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar

CALENDAR PAGES SPONSORED BY:

Good Medicine play the Whoa Nellie
Deli in Lee Vining. 4-7 p.m. Free. See
ad, p. 28.

Friday, Sept. 9-10/

June Lake Jam Fest pre-party feat.
BR3 @ Rafters on Friday. After-party
feat. Grampa’s Grass on Saturday.
Benefits Mono Arts Council.

September 10/

June Lake Jam Fest @ Gull Lake
Park. 11 a.m.-11 p.m. Tix: www.
junelakejamfest2016.eventbrite.com.

Mammoth Lakes Labor Day Arts
Festival @ Sam’s Wood Site in
Mammoth Lakes featuring more than
120 artists, live music. 10 a.m. ‘til 6
p.m. Friday-Sunday and 10 a.m. ‘til 3
p.m. Monday.
Inyo Council for the Arts Labor
Day Arts and Crafts Show @ Bishop
City Park, showcasing artists and
craftsmen from around the region.
More than sixty vendors.
Bridgeport Founder’s Day, 15th
Annual. Arts, crafts, cattle roping, 5,
10, and 15k races, historic booths,
wagon rides, raffles, stories and
more. Sounds like a heck of a good
old fashioned time! Visit www.
bridgeportcalifornia.com for info.

MAMMOTH LIQUOR
Beer lovers’ candy store

Selection of more than 300 beers
DEAR KAP:
STAND UP, DUMBASS
934.6260

Main St. Next to Rick’s

Sept. 2-3/

Mammoth Lakes Friends of the
Library Used Book Sale @ Mammoth
Lakes Library. Vintage books priced at
$3 and up Thursday-Saturday 10-3
Special Bag sale Saturday ONLY 9-5.
Purchase our $5 recyclable tote bag
and fill it with your selections from
books donated over the past year.
Note: Does not include vintage books.

Sept. 2-4/

Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre’s
production of “Exit Laughing”
continues @ Edison Theater in
Mammoth and runs through
September 11. Tonight-Saturday at
7 p.m. with 4 p.m. Sunday matinees.
Tix are $20 for adults, $18 for seniors
and $10 for kids. For tix, visit www.
mammothlakesrepertorytheatre.org.
Info: 760.934.6592. See story, p. 17.
Eastern Sierra Tri-County Fair.
Hand-and-homemade exhibits, free
entertainment. Concerts, ATV rodeo,
traditional rodeo and destruction
derby. Tri-County Fairgrounds,
609 Main St. Bishop, CA. Tix: www.
tricountyfair.com.

Sept. 3-4/

Mono Lake Canoe Tours with the
Mono Lake Committee. Tours begin at
8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 a.m. Participants
must arrive 1/2 hour early. $25 per
person. Call 760.647.6595.

Friday, Sept. 2/

Farmer’s Market in Independence at
Mairs Market parking lot. 4-7 p.m.
Mono Lake Committee Birding the
Volcanoes. Meet at MLC bookstore at
8 a.m. For info, call 760.647.6595. Fee
required.

Saturday, Sept. 3/

Eastern Sierra Certified Farmer’s
Market. Church Street, behind
Bishop City Hall. For more info, call
760.873.5863.
Cam Zink Mountain Bike Ride
Session at Mammoth Mountain.
Spend a weekend hitting the
trails of our famed Bike Park with
personalized coaching from Cam
himself. Call 1.800.Mammoth for info.
See ad, p. 3.
Free Fishing Day in Mono County.
You don’t need a license! Get out
there, bring the kids, and land
yourself the big kahuha.

Sunday, Sept. 4/

Sierra Club outing to Arrowhead
Lake. Meet 9 a.m. Union Bank
in Mammoth. Contact Mary K @
760.934.0355 for info.

BUY AN AD NOW
Your ad here makes you $$$
Know why?

People read...

Call June 937.3967
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Input sought on land exchange
The Inyo National Forest is seeking
input for the proposed Mammoth
Base Land Exchange.
Under the proposed action, 30.6
acres of land would be transferred
to the Mammoth Mountain Ski Area
(MMSA). Twelve non-Federal parcels
– totaling approximately 1,317.5
acres – would be transferred to the
United States, to be managed by
the US Forest Service. These private
lands would be exchanged with the
Inyo, Stanislaus, and Plumas National
Forests.
The purpose of the project is
twofold:
• To acquire environmentally
sensitive lands and an administrative
site to better meet resource and other
management goals of the US Forest
Service as outlined in the respective
Land and Resource Management
Plans of the National Forests involved
in this exchange; and
• To exchange developed lands in
the National Forests that encumber
adequate management by the United
States Forest Service and would better
serve the community and economic
needs of the Town of Mammoth
Lakes and Mono County in private
ownership.
The Inyo National Forest will hold
a public meeting on September 8
from 6:00-8:00 p.m. at The Mammoth
Lakes Council Chamber, Suite Z,
437 Old Mammoth Road, Mammoth
Lakes, CA (above Vons) to provide an
overview of the project and to answer
questions from the public.
For questions or comments,
please contact Janelle Walker at
janellelwalker@fs.fed.us.

Traffic and Transit Advisory for
Mammoth Gran Fondo
The Mammoth Gran Fondo road
bike ride will take place on Saturday,
September 10. Over 1,200 cyclists are
expected for this ride, and as a result
of this large scale event, traffic and
normal public transit operations will
be impacted from the following road
closures and traffic delays.
• There will be traffic delays on
Lake Mary Rd, Main Street and
U.S. 395 in the morning between
approximately 7–7:15 a.m.
• There will be traffic delays on
Minaret Road between Forest Trail
and Main Lodge in the morning from
8:30–8:45 a.m.
• The Mammoth Scenic Loop will
be closed in the morning from 8–9:15
a.m.
• The HWY 395 northbound
on-ramp from HWY 203 will be closed
from 7:05–7:15 a.m.
• Benton Crossing Road, known
as the Green Church Road, will be
closed to all through traffic between
Brownstown RV Park and Benton Hot
Springs from 8 a.m.-1 p.m.
• HWY 120 will be closed to all
through traffic starting 3 miles off
HWY 395 at Dross all the way to
Benton Hot Springs from 8 a.m.–1
p.m.
• Lower Canyon Boulevard will be
closed between Lake Mary Road and
Hillside Drive from 5 a.m.–8 p.m.
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TOWN STUFF

UPCOMING

Sunday, Sept. 4 (Cont’d)

Mine Walk with the Sierra Club.
Monte Cristo Mine. Meet at
Mammoth Union Bank 4:30 p.m.
Contact: Mike and Mary 805.271.5563.

Open Gate Day at White Mountain
Research Station’s Barcroft Station.
Hikers wanting to summit White
Mountain can cut four miles off their
round trip. WMRC staff will open
the gate at approximately 6:30 a.m.
Gate will close at dusk. For info call
760.873.4344 or e-mail wmrcinfo@
ucla.edu.

Tuesday, Sept. 6/

Special meeting of the Mammoth
Lakes Recreation Commission. Time:
5:30 p.m. Location: M.L. Community
Center on Forest Trail. Agenda:
Workshop to discuss the town’s
summer camps and programs.
NIH: New Mom Support Group.
10-11 a.m. 2957 Birch St. Bishop. Call
760.873.2191 for info.
Road rehab project begins on Old
Mammoth Rd. Partial lane closures.

Wednesday, Sept. 7/

Mammoth Lakes Town Council
meets. 6 p.m. Suite Z. Minaret Mall.
Followed by Board of Trustees of
Mammoth Lakes Municipal Service
Corp.
Mono Lake Committee Natural
History Ramble. Meet at MLC
bookstore at 8 a.m. Call 760.647.6595
for info. Fee required.

Thursday, Sept. 8/

“Exit Laughing” continues @ Edison
Theater in Mammoth and runs
through September 11. ThursdaySaturday at 7 p.m. with 4 p.m.
Sunday matinees. For tix, visit www.
mammothlakesrepertorytheatre.org.
Info: 760.934.6592. See story, p. 17.
Sierra Classic Theatre annual
membership party. Time: 5 p.m.
Location: Giovanni’s. If you liked what
you saw @ Shakespeare in the Woods
this summer, get more involved!

Friday, Sept. 9/

ESIA Convict Lake guided hike. Meet
at Convict Lake trailhead at 10:30
a.m. RSVP with Jonathan Silva at
760.920.1163.

Saturday, Sept. 10/

Mammoth Gran Fondo begins @ 7
a.m. See sidebar, this page.
Monthly Bishop Paiute Tribe
COSA, Bird Walk and Census Dates.
Birders of all levels invited. Contact
hillarybehr@yahoo.com.
ESLT Great Sierra River Cleanup.
Meet at Pleasant Valley Campground
@ 9 a.m. Wear appropriate attire for
working outdoors. Call 760.873.4554
for info.

Sunday, Sept. 11/

Local History walk with Robert Joki,
director of Hayden Cabin. Destination
TBD. Contact Robert: 760.924.7300 or
proprietors@thegalleryattwinlakes.
com.

Monday, Sept. 12/

Bishop City Council Meeting @ City
Hall. 377 W. Line St. 6 p.m.

September 15-18/

Mammoth Kamikaze Bike
Games at Mammoth Mountain.
Registration now open. Visit www.
kamikazebikegames.com for info.

September 16-18/

Millpond Music Festival in Bishop.
Sweetwater String Band, Joe Craven,
Idle Hands, Fiddlin Pete, and more.
Info and tix: www.inyo.org/music/
millpond.

AT THE MOVIES
Minaret Cinemas
Florence Foster Jenkins (PG-13): Meryl Streep plays a socialite with a terrible
singing voice who dreams of being an opera singer. Based on a true story.
Kubo and the Two Strings (PG): Well-reviewed, emotional, animated tale
about a one-eyed boy on a quest to preserve his Dad’s legacy.
Customer appreciation night returns Sept. 6. All seats $6, food/drink specials
Info: www.mammothlakesmovies.com/760.934.3131.

A full schedule of all road closures
and traffic delays, as well as more
information, can be found at www.
MammothGranFondo.com.

Minaret Vista Instameet
Join the Visit Mammoth team,
locals, visitors and everything in
between to shoot photos with people
that share the same passion. Making
friends and being creative is what it’s
all about. We’ll be shooting photos of
the sunset over the Minarets and then
diving into night sky photography.
It’s a new moon, so the stargazing
and photo opportunities will be
exceptional. This Instameet is free
and open to everyone! Bring warm
layers. Time: 5:30-9:30 p.m. Location:
Minaret Vista.

Crossing guards sought
The Town of Mammoth Lakes is
recruiting for two Crossing Guards
to prepare crossing zones, direct
traffic, and assist students in crossing
streets safely. The successful
applicants must be available to work
approximately three hours per day,
five days per week, primarily before
and after school. Come and be a part
of the exciting Town of Mammoth
Lakes team and help to ensure the
safety of our local students! Position
tarts immediately. Visit the Town’s
website for details:http://www.
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.

Old Mammoth Road rehab begins
Starting September 6, partial lane
closures and traffic delays are set to
occur on Old Mammoth Road from
Main Street to Sherwin Creek Road.
Expect delays along Old Mammoth
Road and accesses to and from local
businesses. Access will be provided
to local businesses at all times. For all
other vehicular traffic, please detour
around Old Mammoth Road when
possible.
Work will be continue until October
2016 and affect vehicular traffic and
local businesses. If you require further
information or have issues during
the construction please feel free to
contact: Jamie Robertson, Assistant
Engineer at 760.965.3653.

New book group
Spellbinder Books is starting a
new book group open to the general
public called Vicarious Travellers, is
for armchair adventurers who would
like to travel the world in literary
style. The first country Vicarious
Travellers will be visiting is Vietnam.
Not the war, but the country. We
will start off by reading is Catfish
and Mandala by Andrew X. Pham.
The book is available at Spellbinder
Books and those who would like to
join the book club get 10 percent off.
Vicarious Travellers will discuss the
book at their first meeting, Friday,
September 23 at 6 p.m. If you have
any questions please leave a message
for Genevieve Woods at Spellbinder
Books 760.873.4511, or e-mail
spellbinderbooks@verizon.net.
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NO CLASS-IFIEDS
Help Wanted

Sierra Employment Services, Inc is
hiring for the following positions
Apprentice Carpenters-M $18-$30/hr
Tile Setter-M $18-$24/hr
Bilingual Cashier- B $10/hr
General Laborers -B,M $12-$16/hr
PT/FT Housekeepers-B,M$12-$15/hr
Call 760-924-0523 or 760-873-8599
See our full job list online
www.SierraEmployment.com
Bleu Handcrafted Foods is HIRING!
Looking for someone to join our amazing
team at Bleu with a passion for food, wine,
charcuterie and great customer service!
Food and beverage experience a must! An
oppotunity to learn more about the craft of
Artisan Bread Baking is also avalable. Full
or part-time available. Hourly plus tips.
Send reumes to theresabrocia@yahoo.com
or call 760.709-6689
Mammoth Car Rental/Hertz: Looking
for someoneHiring for full time year round
positions. Please inquire with Tom at 760.
934-3399.
Mammoth Chevron: Seeking responsible individuals. Job offers attactive wage,
commensurate with experience. Currently
hiring for Mechanic, day & night shift with
some counter help. This can be a year
round position. Please inquire with Tom at
760.934-3399.
TONIK NOW HIRING year-round position. We’re looking for fun ,friendly people
who enjoy fashion. Stop by, say hi, and
pick up an application.
Help Wanted! We need FULL TIME
BAKERS at Stellar Brew. You must be self
motivated and love to bake. Some experience is nice, even if it’s not professional.
Also, Sierra Bounty Produce is looking
for someone to drive the van and do the
produce pick up on Mondays. Plan on
committing 6 hours on Mondays until the
end of September. EMAIL stellarbrew@
gmail.com If you are interested, or bring a
resume to Stellar Brew!
Housekeeping position available at the
Austria Hof Lodge. Call 760.934.2764 or
drop off resume at 924 Canyon Blvd.
Gull Lake Immediate Openings: 3
Dock Hands needed Full or part-time
will train.Must be energetic , customer
friendly , and preferably likes fishing. M/F
16+ years and older. Starting pay $11.00
per hour. Apply in person at Gull Lake
Marina in the June Lake Loop.
Tomas Rodriguez seeks in-house bookkeeper/accountant. Flex hrs. Competitve
pay. Call Tomas @ 310.629.7263
P/T Counter-Delivery Person Must
have clean driving record. Flexible schedule including weekends and holidays. Pick
up application and job description at 3280
Main Street, Mammoth Lakes.
Wrangler - $10/hr + commission and
tips. Assistant to wrangler for daily two
hour trail rides at 9 a.m. and 12 p.m. Call
760.934.3800 x. 29.

The Sierra Nevada Resort & Spa is hiring for: Rafters Restaurant, Red Lantern
and Jimmy’s dining room and kitchen
positions. Full and Part Time positions
available.Please complete an application
at 202 Old Mammoth Rd. or send resumes
to mm@thesierranevadaresort.com

Help Wanted
Temporary Snow Removal Operators
$20.79/hour. The Town of Mammoth
Lakes is looking for Snow Removal Operators for the upcoming winter season!
If you have a valid California Class B license, experience operating heavy equipment, and want to secure a temporary
job with full time hours for the winter,
this job is for you. For more information
on the position and how to apply, visit
www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.
School Crossing Guards
$17.96/ Hour
The Town of Mammoth Lakes is looking
for part-time, School Crossing Guards to
prepare crossing zones, direct traffic, and
assist students in crossing streets safely.
Must be available to work approx. three
hours per day, primarily before and after
school. For more information on the position and how to apply, visit www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.

Restaurant Manager
Rafters Restaurant & Lounge is looking for
a strong service-oriented individual to direct and supervise our Rafters restaurant
floor team. Looking for someone with
vision and passion to deliver the highest
quality and detailed experience to our
guests. Must have previous management
experience in a high-volume restaurant.
Floor Manager
Red Lantern Restaurant is seeking Floor
Manager. Responsible for the day-to-day
operation of restaurant service. Schedule
and train staff. Be highly visible on the
floor. 2 years management experience required.Please complete an application at
202 Old Mammoth Road or send resumes
to mm@thesierranevadaresort.com
Hotel seeking front desk agent/night
audit position Must be available to work
graveyard shifts. 16-32 hours per week.
Perfect if you already have a part time job
and are looking to pick up extra shifts.
Must be able to work most weekends &
holidays. Hospitality experience is a plus
but not required.Starting hourly ranges
based on experience. Please deliver resume in person or pick up application at
Sierra Lodge located at 3540 Main Street
or send to info@sierralodge.com
Like the outdoors? Good at Sales?The
5th Annual Fly Fishing Faire has a short
term position (now until Oct. 1) for an active sales person who wants to share their
love of the outdoors and their Eastern
Sierra community. We need someone
who is able to place posters and flyers
throughout the region and who will also
acquire local sponsors for the Faire. Mileage +commission. If you are a self-starter
and love interacting with people, this may
be the job for you. Please contact Connie
818.203.8922 or Michael 818.601.9702
with any questions.

Eastern Sierra Plumbing Full time
employment opportunity for a Journey
Man Plumber with at least 5 years experience. Send resume to info@easternsierraplumbing.com Good pay, company
vehicle provided, plus other paid benefits.

continued from page 4

Help Wanted

As a result of recent service expansion
in the Mammoth Lakes area, ESTA has
a need to fill one 100 percent benefitted driving position. The position will be
required to work night shifts in Mammoth Lakes. This is a year-round position
with 35 and 40 hours per week. Must be
responsible, energetic and have clean
driving record. Training for a Commercial
License, Passenger Endorsements and
Airbrake Certificate is available.
Pre-employment and random drug
screening required.
The 100 percent employee category level
is eligible for the following benefits:
• $15.00 - $19.00 per hour, Plus $2.00
per hour premium pay for night shifts
• Participation in PERS (California
Public Employees Retirement System) at
the 2% at 62 formula, in compliance with
the Public Employee Pension Reform Act
of 2013
• Comprehensive Leave accrual at the
rate of 176 hours (22 days) per year
• PERS Health Insurance (ESTA will pay
80% of the monthly premium)
• Health Insurance Deductible reimbursement (50% of one family member
deductible)
• Vision/Dental reimbursement up to
$1,000 per year for the employee and $400
for one or more dependents
• Holiday Pay (10 paid holidays)
• Life Insurance ($50,000 policy)
Applications can be found: online at
www.estransit.com, Mammoth Office
(210 Commerce Dr.), Bishop Office (703B
Airport Rd) or Call 760-872-1901 ext. 11.
This position will be open until filled with
first application review on July 27, 2016.
EEO Employer.
Smokeyard in the Village at Mammoth
has a few openings in all positions. Stop
by in person or email resumes to info@
smokeyard.com.

For Rent

Clean, quiet partially furnished studio
apt. in Mammoth Slopes, $695/mo., 1 person rate, lease, N/S, N/P, low utilities, first,
last & security. Call 760.934.9451.
3 Light and Bright,Beautifully furnished
1 BR ,units avaiable for rent from now
until 12/15/16. Upper units, Very Modern,
custom lounge sofa,stainless steel appliances.Dishwasher,micowave,oven,etc.
Direc TV,Blazing fast wifi, and all other
utilities included in the Rent. Absolutely
No smoking and No Pets. $1400 per unit.
Will consider any time frame within this
period. Contact Nate Hunter 310.748.4506,
or nate@cityloancorp.com.
Unfurnished 3BR, 2 and1/2 Bath plus
small loft. Sun, between The Village and
Canyon Lodge. Call Troy 760.920-3304.

PERSONALS
I hope to see you ... at the Rock ‘n Rye
this weekend. Will you think I’m a pussy
if I ask for a chaser?
I heard you ... are looking for some gas.
Don’t worry. Even though there’s only
one hose, they seem to be able to drown
everybody.
In search of ... some Fantasy Football
advice? Start Brady week one.
I hope to see you ... at the Tri-County
Fair. Based upon the looks of your trunk
and fenders, you spent the majority of
your young adulthood in a Destruction
Derby.

the article, and refrain from naming myself or Mr. Mendiburu in any
future articles related to, in connection, and or, in regards to the Round
Fire. If this request is ignored, and a
correction is not printed and or published, I will have no other choice,
but to iniciate (sic) legal proceedings.
If The Sheet has access to, and or is
in possession of investigation reports, related to, and or in regards to
the Round Fire, and the cause of such
such fire, then you, The Sheet, would
be aware, and have full knowledge,
that I, Cherie Hoersting, never stated
to anyone, at any time, that I had
seen Mickey Jarvis and Nick Brown
Welding, on the day that the Round
Fire Started. I will say, that I was in
the Round Valley area, on the day that
the Round Fire started, and I witnessed smoke, several hours earlier
than the time which the fire allegedly
started. Several other individuals
also witnessed smoke as early as 12
p.m. According to the reports, the
fire broke out after 2 p.m., however at
that time, the barn located on the Talbot Ranch was already completly engulfed and the fire had already spead
across the road and was raging. I will
also state for the record, that Browns
Supply Inc. did in fact deliver a scrap
bin to the ranch just prior to the start
or the Round Fire. Several days after
the Round Fire I was contacted by Investigater (sic) Shane Scott. Mr. Scott
first went to Browns Supply, where he
informed the employees there that
he wanted to “squash rumors” and
asked how he could contact me. Soon
after, I was contacted by Mr. Scott,
via telephone, where he conducted
himself in a very unproffessional (sic)
manner, and “demanded” that I tell
him everything that I had seen in addition to everything I had heard. I felt
that he was trying to intimidate me.
Due to the inconsistancies within the
reports and the information the media has released, I am of the opinion
that the actual cause and origin of
the Round Fire will not be disclosed
to the public. That is of coarse (sic),
only my opinion.
Cherie Hoersting
Editor’s Reply: Supplemental Report
by Inyo County Sheriff Investigator
Shane Scott, pg. 68 of the Summary
Report: “On Wed. Feb, 18 at 1245, Lieutenant (Paul) Baldwin advised me
Joseph Medniburu …wrote Jail Staff a
note saying his girlfriend Cherie saw
Mickey Jarvis and Nick Brown on the
Talbot Ranch welding prior to the
Round Fire. Baldwin told me Cherie is
claiming Jarvis and Brown started the
fire due to the welding.”
The Sheet reported on August 20,
“One tip about a possible cause came
from... Joseph Mendiburu, on February 18. He claimed that his girlfriend
Cherie Hoersting saw Nick Brown and
Mickey Jarvis welding at the Talbot
Ranch are prior to the fire.”
The Sheet should have attributed
this information to Lt. Baldwin and
Shane Scott. The Sheet regrets this
omission.
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WAVE RAVE SKATE COMP SHREDS

Ph o to s by B o din e

Patrick Reddy, of Mammoth, helped get the
contest going. This year was the biggest
turnout so far, Reddy told The Sheet.

Gavin Hammer, 6, of
Mammoth Lakes, has been
skating since the ripe old
age of three.

Jude Holden, 4, is all business.

PHOTO: ERICA RUIZ

Ryan Morales scored a dislocated finger.

PHOTO: ERICA RUIZ

Mammoth’s Kaitlin Schaubmayer watches
the action .
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PHOTO: ERICA RUIZ

Dante Madrigal of Laguna Beach.

Sylvie Schaubmayer gets down.

Sonny Alba, 10, of San
Pedro was a crowd and
announcer favorite.

FREE
Monoo County Office of Educatioon
Monoo County Department of Soocial Services

Offering
Workkforce Educatiion & Certificcate Program
Four ModulesM
1 - Career Development
2 - Job Search and
a Résumé
3 - Interviews
4 - Professionaliism
Two locations: Mammmoth Lakes Library
L
Walker Wellness Center
C
Time: 1:00-4:30 for all classes
Maammoth 8/24/116 OR 8/27/166
Moduule 1
Walker 8/25/16
Moduule 2
Maammoth 9/7/166 OR 9/10/16
Walker 9/8/16
Moduule 3
Maammoth 9/14/116 OR 9/17/166
Walker 9/15/16
Moduule 4
Maammoth 9/21/116 OR 9/24/166
Walker 9/22/16
Attend all
a of these modulees or select them individually.

A certiificate is earned if all modules arre completed
Be preppared for the Maammoth Lakes Job
J Fair 10/1/16
Call 7660-934-0031 to register
r
for one oro all modules

e-maill tnguyen@moonocoe.org or dschnadt@mon
d
nocoe.org

Free Implant
Consult
(not valid with any
other discounts)

NOW OFFERING

10% off Root Canals

We accept & work
with the VA as a
dental provider.
Please call today.
Thank you for
your services!

(up to
$100 value)

In office same
day crowns
Accepting new
patients!

325 Grove St. • Bishop • www.SkylineFamilyDental.com

760.873.6513
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STORY TIME WITH JACK LUNCH
A TALE OF PIRATE EDDY
By Lun ch

In my house, we’ve developed a bit of
a bedtime tradition where I make up
stories about a recurring character
called Pirate Eddy. Recently, I decided
to actually write one down. It remains
to be seen whether or not these stories
end up scarring my children.
Margaux: Daddy, tell me a story.
Daddy: I’m tired, pumpkin. And it’s
late. And you need to sleep.
Margaux: Just one story. A Pirate
Eddy story.
Daddy: Okay … there was once was
a Pirate and his name was Eddy and
more than anything else in the world,
Pirate Eddy loved …
Margaux: Pirate’s Booty!
Daddy: That’s right, Pirate Eddy
loved Pirate’s Booty, and one day,
when he was down at the grocery
store to get another bag, he suddenly
had an incredible idea.
And his idea was that he would hide
behind the bags and bags of Pirate’s
Booty when no one was looking,
and then, in the middle of the night
after the store closed, he would
fill a shopping cart full of Pirate’s
Booty and he would escape out the
emergency exit.

Margaux: But Daddy, that’s stealing!
Daddy: That’s true, it’s stealing. But
Pirate Eddy had decided that if he
could execute his plan, that he would
hold a giant Pirate Booty party and
share the booty with all his friends.
Margaux: That’s still stealing.
Daddy: So it is, but Eddy’s a pirate,
and that’s what pirates do. You can’t
change human nature … so the next
night, Eddy arrives at the store pretty
late in the evening, close to closing
time, when there’s only a handful of
employees. Maybe one guy at the
register and one guy mopping the
floors. And what Eddy does is he
rearranges the Pirate Booty display,
and then, when no one is looking,
he slides onto the shelf behind the
Pirate’s Booty and then moves some
remaining bags to make sure he is
completely hidden. And he waits.
Margaux: Does he eat Pirate’s Booty
while he waits?
Daddy: Of course, but he eats it
really quietly, with his mouth closed.
Finally, the store closes, and the
lights dim, and he can no longer hear
anything but the hum of some distant
refrigerators. Carefully, Eddy slowly
slides out from the grocery store

shelf, some bags falling to the floor in
the process, and triumphantly rises
to his feet, and then … the alarms
go off. Spotlights go on outside. The
store must have some motion sensors
which detected his movement. And he
realized there was no escape. That the
cops would show up and he had no
good explanation and they’d haul him
off to the Bridgeport Jail and Eddy had
visited that jail before and he knew
they didn’t have any Pirate’s Booty
there. Just big hairy guys and the
occasionally stringy, strung out girl
on meth. He knew he couldn’t outrun
them, so he decided the best thing to
do was retreat to his hiding spot and
hope they didn’t find him.
Margaux: They didn’t find him?
Daddy: No. They looked all over the
store but they didn’t think to look on
the shelves, and after they left, Pirate
Eddy thought to himself. Well, why
do I ever need to go anywhere? I don’t
need to take Pirate’s Booty from the
store. I can enjoy it right here. Lots
and lots of booty right here. Endless
booty.
Every morning, when the store
opened, Eddy would get up, leave
the store and head home to the

three bedroom house he shared with
eight other ski bums. He would then
change his clothes and go to his day
job selling real estate. And then at
night he would camp out at the store
and doze in and out of sleep eating
Pirate’s Booty.
He made improvements to
make it easier for himself. He remerchandised the Pirate’s Booty on a
lower shelf so it was easier to crawl in
and out, and he transferred a blanket
and a pillow from the camping aisle,
and he even grabbed a bottle of Jack
Daniels from the liquor section and a
People Magazine from the magazine
rack.
Pretty soon he decided to move
out of his apartment because he
never slept there anymore, and in
the mornings, he’d just go to the gym
where he got a locker and he’d shower
and change.
Margaux: Would he work out?
Daddy: Heck no. Working out is for
other people. Pirates don’t work out.
Margaux: So … did he ever eat
anything else? Like fruits or vegetables
or anything?
Daddy: Well, all a person ever really

see PIRATE EDDY, page 29
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PIRATE EDDY
continued from page 28
Margaux: Like me?
needs to eat is Pirate’s Booty. It’s very
Daddy: Yes, like you. And she had
nutritious.
bright, inquisitive eyes.
Margaux: Does it have Vitamin C?
Margaux: Like me?
Daddy: I’m sure it has Vitamin C.
Daddy: Also like you. Yes, as a
The people who make Pirate’s Booty
matter of fact, she looked very much
are really smart. They probably just
like you, And she created a very
spray the Vitamin C on there, or
difficult dilemma for poor Pirate
inject it, or something.
Eddy.
Margaux:
Margaux: What’s
Potassium?
a dilemma?
Daddy: Same
Daddy: That’s
thing.
The people who make when
you’ve
Margaux:
Zinc?
Pirate’s Booty are really got to make a
choice, oftentimes
Daddy:
smart. They probably
between two
That naturally
occurs in
just spray the Vitamin C things that you
really, really like
bourbon.
on there, or inject it, or
Margaux: Why
(Margaux
not
just have both?
looks at him
something.
If I want ice cream
doubtfully)
Daddy: So
-Jack Lunch and I can’t decide
between vanilla
things were
and chocolate, I
going really
get a swirl.
well for Eddy.
Daddy: Very
He had a free
astute. Of course.
place to sleep,
But then you
food, he was
wouldn’t have a dilemma. And
saving money, and he even got a
client who wanted to use him to help without a dilemma, you don’t have
a story … The dilemma was this girl.
buy a house. But then, what befell
Every night, right before closing, this
Eddy befalls all men.
beautiful girl would walk into the
Margaux: He died?
grocery store and she would cruise
Daddy: Ha. Close. Sort of. There
the aisle and select a bag of Pirate’s
was a woman.
Booty. Eddy couldn’t decide whether
Margaux: What did she look like?
Daddy: Well … she had long brown or not he should reveal himself to
her. If he did, she might scream in
hair.

“

”

fear and think he’s a weirdo.
Margaux: Dad, Pirate Eddy is
definitely a weirdo.
Daddy: True, but he’s charming in
that weirdo way. You’ll see someday.
You’ll fall in love with a weirdo and
your friends will think you’re crazy
… but what if she didn’t think he
was THAT much of a weirdo? What
if there was a chance that she might
actually like him? Or even grow to
love him? What if she was his true
love? Shouldn’t he say something?
Margaux: Yes, yes, he should say
something.
Daddy: But then, he’d be found
out. Maybe he’d lose his place to
sleep, and his free Pirate’s Booty and
his Jack Daniels.
Margaux: C’mon Daddy. I thought
Pirate Eddy was brave.
Daddy: Ah, I see, you know Pirate
Eddy too well. Yes, so one night when

this beautiful, mysterious girl comes
by the Pirate’s Booty aisle, Pirate
Eddy is peeking out between a few
rows of bags, and he’s just about to
swipe away the bags and face his big
moment of truth when SHE swipes
the bags away and he’s staring at her
face to face and you want to know
what she says?
Margaux: What?
Daddy: Maybe I should leave off
and finish the story tomorrow.
Margaux: Daddy?!? What does she
say?
Daddy: Move over … And that is
how Pirate Eddy met Pirate Betty...

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:

BREAKFAST
FOOD YOU LOVE TO FUEL THE THINGS YOU DO

LUNCH
OPEN
6AM DAILY

B

C

EARLY

BIRD

ASE

A MP

SPECIAL

Complimentary Brewed Coffee

Open-8:30AM
With Breakfast

HAPPY

Mikes Safe & Lock

Mike Abbott
65 Mountain Blvd. P.O. Box 100-PMB 110
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

HOUR

Complimentary Draft Beer

3PM-Close
With $10 food purchase
Limit 1 per visit

MAIN STREET
NEXT TO SCHATS BAKERY

(760)

934-3900

NO JUDGEMENTS
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO
SERVE EVERYONE

basecampcafe.com

This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant has not yet begun to transact business under the fictitious business
name listed herein.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on August 29, 2016
File Number 16-124
2016-0136 (9/03, 9/10, 9/17, 9/24)

High Sierra Brine Shrimp Inc.
54873 HWY 395 P.O. Box 640
Lee Vining, CA 93541
This business is conducted by a corporation.
The registrant commenced to transact business under the fictitious business name or names listed above on Jan.
15,2016.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on August 30, 2016
File Number 16-126
2016-0132 (9/03, 9/10, 9/17, 9/24)
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HARTLEY
THROWS RODGERS UNDER THE BRIDGEWATER
By Hartley
Hartley runs down the NFC (literally) in
the second part of his season preview.

$600 million at defensive players in the
offseason. $100 million per win. 6-10.

NFC EAST

NFC NORTH

Cowboys win at 9-7. QB Tony Romo
is back ... for how long we don’t know.
They didn’t help their defense enough
in the offseason, drafting a guy in the
2nd round who may not play for a year
due to injury. They took an RB in the
first. Their best D-lineman is currently
suspended for being a plankholder in
the POTSMOKERS of America club.
Aside: Did you know that when a player
is suspended for the drug program, the
team gets the portion of the player’s salary credited back to their salary cap??
That doesn’t punish the team at all.
You want to hurt the team and prevent some of these morons from being
drafted and signed and resigned? When
a player is suspended, make the team
take the cap hit. Might make ‘em less
willing to sign idiots.
Redskins. 8-8, QB Kirk Cousins was offered the franchise tag so he SHOULD
excel another year as he looks for a big
money, multi-year deal, but I wouldn’t
count on it. Coach Jay Gruden is overrated. And they paid CB Josh Norman
way more money than he is remotely
worth. Josh Norman all of a sudden has
a TV show and diarrhea of the mouth.
He is badmouthing everyone. Karma
will be satisying in its brutality.
Eagles 5-11. This team is making more
mistakes since Chip Kelly left than they
did when he was there. Poor signings, poor trades. They are clueless.
They drafted a QB (Carson Wentz at #2
overall) who is going to be another big
bust. That makes 3 overpaid QBs on
the roster. Ugly. The coach is about as
qualified to be a head coach as Trump
is to be president.
Giants. I am stil laughing at the picture
of the head coach when he got hired.
He was at the press conference in a
big suit that made him look like a kid
who had to wear one to school and his
mom threw one of his dad’s suits on
and it is all baggy and raggedy looking. He looked like he grabbed a suit at
Rite-Aid right next to the flipflops and
$5 sweatshirts. This team threw about

Packers 11-5. QB Aaron Rodgers will be
healthy. WR Jordy Nelson is back. RB
Eddie Lacy looks like he is eating only
6,000 calories a day now and not 10,000
with the purple juice as a chaser.
Vikings 10-6. I still think they should
step into the new century with their
offense and fire Offensive Coordinator Norv Turner and his 1998 offense.
You can’t throw the ball downfield with
Adrian Peterson at RB opening up the
defense? On the other side of the ball,
the defense is tough. They were one
crooked-footed kicker away from winning a playoff game last year. QB Teddy
Bridgewater will only get better - despite Norv. Ed. note: Oops. Bridewater
hurt since column written. Out for year.
Hartley says no problem. He’s on the
Shaun Hill bandwagon. That or he’s too
lazy to rewrite the column.
Lions. They will be better now that Calvin Johnson isn’t around messing things
up ... so says idiot QB Matthew Stafford.
5-11.
Bears. Jay Cutler, no defense and a
stodgy coach. 5-11. Why waste your
time? They let their best player go in RB
Matt Forte. They also let TE Martellus
Bennett go. But they kept Cutler and
John Fox? They deserve to lose.
NFC WEST
Cardinals at 10-6. They’ve got the talent.
What else do they have? They have that
air about them that they will be good
for about 3 years, then fall off without
ever winning anything big. Coach Bruce
Arians loves to hear himself talk. The
GM does, too. I think their act is going
to boil over and fall apart quickly. They
just paid a safety with drug addiction
history a fortune. I am not buying that
one, either.
Seabitches. 10-6. The defense will slide
some while the offense will pick up
some slack, although they need to solve
their RB problem with Lynch gone. Wilson has shown he can carry the offense,
but their dynasty is over. They aren’t

dominant anymore.
Rams 7-9. The transplanted L.A. Rams
are featured on HBO’s “Hard Knocks”
this year. They could call it “HARD
KNOCKS, THE 8-8 TEAM.” Even Coach
Jeff Fisher knows the stereotype about
his reputation. He said during the show,
“I sure as hell ain’t going 8-8 this year.”
And he is right, because I say 7-9. When
will Fisher realize the forward pass, receivers in motion, trick plays and hurryup offenses are legal in the NFL?
Niners. The Chip Kelly era begins. And
it looks a lot like his era in Philly. Yes,
the team will improve because it can’t
get any worse after Jim MeatSweats
Tomsula destroyed it. But they have to
play Blaine Gabbert because QB Colin
Kaepernick is still hurt, they don’t want
him and he doesn’t want to be there.
Never mind the distraction he created
with the Anthem mess. And they can’t
trade him because of the guaranteed
contract. 6-10.
NFC SOUTH
Panthers 10-6. They are nowhere near
being 15-1 again. The offensive coordinator sucks. Let’s face it. If teams put
pressure on them you can derail that
offense and the Offensive Coordinator
(Shula) can’t make adjustments. They
still didn’t upgrade WR or RB. They will
step back, but still better than the rest
of the division.
Bucs 10-6. I like QB Jameis Winston.
They can run the ball and the defense
is decent. If Coach Dirk Koetter opens it
up a bit more than that tight-ass Lovie
Smith they can win 10 games.
Saints 8-8. They acquired some talent
on offense (Coby Fleener). Defense still
sucks. The Payton-Brees era is nearing the end and the locker room will
fall apart. They should enjoy Bourbon
street and the food and cheap drinks
for now, because the partnership gets
blown up after this season.
Falcons suck. QB Matt Ryan is Ryan
Tannehill. Or vice-versa.
Playoffs:
Division winners:
AFC: Steelers, Patriots, Raiders, Jags

NFC: Cowbitches, Packers, Cards,
Panthers
Wild Card Teams:
AFC: Jets and Chiefs (Bengals miss the
playoffs and Marvin Lewis gets credit
for almost making the playoffs)
NFC: ‘Hawks and Vikings
Wild Card Weekend:
Jaguars beat Jets. Jet QB Ryan Fitzpatrick throws 2 TDs to Jaguar defenders.
Raiders beat Chiefs. Epic rivalry
renewed in the playoffs. Sports bars
packed. Jails packed too after the game.
Cowboys lose to Vikings and Jerry Jones
sells the team to Donald Trump
Panthers beat ‘Hawks. Pete Carroll
resigns amid Adderall investigation,
claims that isn’t why he’s leaving. he
then resurfaces in Buffalo where no one
cares about cheating so long as it helps
them forget Rex and Rob Ryan.
Division Playoffs:
Steelers rout Raiders. The old NFL Films
footage plays during the commercials
with John Facenda’s voice: THE AUTUMN WIND IS A RAIDER ...
Patriots beat Jaguars. Belichick says
at press conference he is bored with
beating all these average teams with
dumbass coaches. He is right.
Packers lose to Vikings. Vikings call
Aaron Rodgers their BITCH while inviting Aaron’s brother from the Bachelor
show to stand on their sideline.
Panthers whip Cards, as the defense
reaffirms Carson Palmer is its bitch.
Conference Championships:
Steelers win and celebrate by all stomping at midfield while wearing Ugg boots
and hoodies with the sleeves cutoff.
Panthers beat Vikings. Adrian Peterson
beats his kid with a football on the field.
Goodell ...
Super Bowl:
Panthers get a chance to avenge their
loss to the Broncos ... but they don’t.
Steelers win Super Bowl with Black Cam
Newton at QB ... Ben Roethlisberger.
The football world is returned to normalcy. The trophy is back in Pittsburgh.
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MAMMOTH ROCKS
(AS IF WE NEEDED A REMINDER)

COMMUNITY I 31

P hot os by
Rea

Mammoth Rocks brought out the crowds for another year of music, food and community. Photos from top left: Matthew Lehman, Mark Deeds, Eric Wasserman, hosts of Mammoth
Rocks. Dave Easterby serves up some libations to Kendi Thomas and Raquel Dakota. Robert and Heather Schaubmayer, hosts of next week’s Rock ‘n Rye fest. festival.

Warren and Ruth Q. Harrell serve drinks with style at the VIP lounge.

Roberto’s ???
Above: Hollywood Bono really gets into the performance, climbing the scaffolding.
Right: Kathy Dolan and “Dick Swagger,” leader of the Hollywood Stones.

The Hollywood Stones rock the stage as a crowd gathers on Saturday, August 27.

SUNDAY DAY FOOTBALL
Huevos Rancheros • Machaca con Huevos •
Chorizo con Huevos with Tortillas $8.29
Bloody Mary $3.50 • Mimosa $3.50 • Man Mosa $7.00

JOIN OUR FREE FOOTBALL POOL AND
WIN A $25 GIFT CARD
SUNDAY, MONDAY & THURSDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL
Happy Hour During Game

Sawyer Lucas, almost two years old, takes a load off with her dad Michael and big brother
Turner, 6.

AMIGOS DON’T LET AMIGOS DRIVE DRUNK
ROBERTO’S CAFE • 760.934.3667 • 271 OLD MAMMOTH ROAD

FALL IN
LOVE
ALL OVER
AGAIN

INTRODUCING CREEKHOUSE AT SNOWCREEK RESORT
New Luxury Townhomes, minutes from Mammoth Mountain, starting from the mid $700,000’s.
ALPINE GOLF COURSE • ATHLETIC CLUB • BIKING & HIKING TRAILS • SALES 760-934-3334 • LIVESNOWCREEK.COM
All information subject to change. BRE# 01812140

