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By Lunch

Prospective buyer intends to maintain site as events venue
SAM’S WOODS IN ESCROW

By Lunch

COUNTY PUSHES 
FOR NEW DIGS 

From left: Jesse Stillerman and Charlie Reidinger of Mammoth and Eric MacDonald and Sebastian Steege 
of South Lake Tahoe were happy to spread the love at the second annual June Lake Jam Fest on Saturday, 
September 10. For more photos, see p. 12. 
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Indeed, we are very “proffesional” here in Mammoth. Note: Jennifer 
Burrows bears no responsibility for this sign. 

THEY’RE JAMMIN’
Warning: Beware of $12 million accounting errors 

   PHOTO: BODINE

There are times you want 
something so badly 
that, well, you won’t 

necessarily lie to obtain it, 
but you may not make much 
of an effort to talk yourself 
out of it, either, no matter 
how much the facts, or real-
ity, intrude upon your desire. 

This seems to have oc-
curred within County 
management over the past 
six months, as the County 
has mulled over whether it 
should continue to rent office 
space for its South County 
workforce, or whether it 
should construct its own 
building to accomodate its 
workers. 

At the Mono County Super-
visors meeting on Tuesday, 
Todd Lankenau of Reno’s 
Collaborative Design Studio 
presented the “Mono County 
Government Center Feasibil-
ity Study.” The stated purpose 
was to assess County office 
needs in Mammoth through 
2026. The stated need: 43,000 
square feet. 

According to Lankenau’s 
analysis, the cost to lease 

Since this summer, Sam’s 
Wood Site off Minaret 
Road, the traditional 

venue for Mammoth’s Bluesa-
palooza and Festival of Beers, 
Labor Day Arts and Crafts 
Festival and Sierra Classic 
Theatre’s summer Shake-
speare production, has been 
in escrow. 

Well, at least the four-acre 
parcel owned by Sam Walker 
and Dennis Hartman is in 
escrow. 

What many don’t know is 
that the adjacent 3.2 acre par-
cel, called the Oetikirk parcel, 
is owned by other parties. 

We’ll get to that in a mo-
ment. 

The prospective buyer is 
a man named Dirk Winters, 
a contractor by trade who 
formerly lived in Mammoth 
from 1971-1983. Winters, 

who used to own the land 
across the street (which he 
sold to Stonegate developers 
Elliott Brainard and the late 
John Vereuck), is interested 
in maintaining the site as an 
events venue. 

The deal between Walker-
Hartman and Winters has 
evolved over time. 

Both parties indicated that 
part of the deal initially in-
volved discussion of density 
transfer. 

The property is located 
within the North Village 
Specific Plan (NVSP). The 
NVSP allows for the transfer 
of lodging density within 
the NVSP between certain 
parcels. 

The idea was that Winters 
could monetize the density, 
bringing down the cost of the 
land so that preserving it as 

an events venue would be 
more viable. 

Unfortunately, said Town 
Manager Dan Holler, “No-
body’s been beating down the 
door wanting to buy density.” 

As Town Councilman Bill 
Sauser observes, part of the 
reason that such lodging den-
sity has little value is based 
on how the Town has histori-
cally operated. 

Traditionally, developers 
have petitioned for extra 
density, height and other 
zoning concessions in return 
for amenities and/or infra-
structure. 

So why spend money now 
on something you know 
you’ll be able to acquire later? 

So with lodging density’s 
value unclear and, in any 
event, backburnered, Sam 

Proposed County headquarters. 

see TAJ MAHAL, page 3

space from Sierra Center Mall 
over the next 20 years ($26.5 
million) was hardly less than 
the cost of building and 
paying off a 43,000-square-
foot building ($27.42 million 
estimate). 

No-brainer, right? If it costs 
the same to lease as to own, 
why not own? 

Only problem with Lanke-
nau’s analysis is that he made 
about a $12 million account-
ing error in assessing the cost 
of a new building. 

Greg Jennison, who testi-
fied before the Supervisors on 
Tuesday, didn’t think Lanke-
nau’s construction estimate 
of $527/square foot was too 
bad. However, he said, one 
normally adds 20 percent to 
that estimate in “soft costs” 
(architectural, engineering, 
project management, et. al.) 
which the consultant ne-
glected to do. Multiply 43,000 
square feet by an adjusted 
$630/square foot (account-
ing for the soft cost—at a 
slight discount, I might add) 
and that gives you a project 



sheet 
the

News, Views & Culture of the Eastern Sierra

JACK LUNCH
PUBLISHER
P.O. Box 8088
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
760.924.0048/jacklunch@yahoo.com
An adjudicated paper of general circula-
tion. ©2016 The Sheet, all rights reserved.

Check out www.thesheetnews.com for 
more content, daily updates and free online 
classifieds.

    “Ita ut nihil vobis! Amittere non! 
Bente domine!”
                -Gene Wilder as Willy Wonka

For a subscription to The Sheet contact 
Lunch at his above e-mail address, or call the 
office. Issues are mailed out bi-weekly. Cost 
is $65/year. 

Ted Carleton ....... Jack of all Lunches 
760.937.4613 / lunch@thesheetnews.com

June Simpkins...Jack of everything else
760.937.3967 / juneatthesheet@gmail.com

Mike Bodine  ..................Writer
cookwithmike@gmail.com

Sarah Rea  .....................Writer    
sarahjrea@gmail.com

Charles James .............Contributor
760.614.0546

Clouds McCloud .........Ass-trologer

Abagael Giles .................Writer
gilesatthesheet@gmail.com

 2  I                                                             www.thesheetnews.com                 THE SHEET  I  Saturday, Sept. 17, 2016

SAM’S
continued from page 1
Walker said this week that he and partner Dennis Hartman “have lowered our 
price significantly.” 

Meanwhile, the Town has also stepped in to encourage the deal. Councilman 
Colin Fernie, who also sits on the Mammoth Lakes Tourism (MLT) Board, an-
nounced at the September 7 Council meeting that MLT has committed to spend 
up to $300,000 on infrastructure improvements to the site. 

The expenditure would be conditional. Winters would have to operate the 
Wood Site as an events venue for a specified period of time. 

Town Manager Holler acknowledged that spending money on property the 
town does not own (think ice rink) appears contrary to the current Council’s 
philosophy, but necessity being the mother of invention, the community leaders 
who sit on MLT’s Board decided that Wood Site opportunities do not come along 
every day. 

As MLT Executive Director John Urdi explained this week, his Board is commit-
ted to supporting “visitation-based infrastructure” and investing in three areas 
which promote tourism and visitation. 

1. Air service 
2. Special events 
3. Convention/Conference facilities. 
Fernie said MLT will review what resources it has and then make determina-

tions as to the extent of such expenditures on a case-by-case basis based upon 
available resources.

The current status of the deal, said Walker, is that everybody is enthusiastic and 
supportive. Of Winters, he said, “There will never be another buyer who wants 
to do this [retain the site as an events venue]. Never mind that he [Winters} is a 
great guy … This is a rare opportunity where everybody gets what they want.” 

The escrow deadline is set for February 1, 2017. 
Walker says the deal stands a good chance going down, but he’s been in 

enough deals to know that nothing’s for certain. As for Winters, he says simply, 
“I haven’t gone hard with the money yet. There might be longer-term interest [in 
the lodging density] and that’s a gamble I have to assess.” 

Who is Dirk Winters? 

Winters left Mammoth in 1983 to build a hotel in Cambria, Calif. and has had 
somewhat of the Midas touch since then. He now owns and operates (along with 
his son and two daughters) three resorts: one in Cambria which is comprised of 
25 acres and was built in 1927, and two resorts in Oregon, including the Oregon 
Garden Resort in Silverton, Oregon, 13 miles east of Salem, which hosts a concert 

series as well as brew festivals. 
He’s also made his mark in the creation and operation of “Christmas markets” 

at his properties, and that is one of his visions for the Wood Site. 
The concept is pretty straightforward: Food, drink, crafts, lights, decorations 

… create a festive Christmas marketplace. He thinks the concept would do well 
here, though he does acknowledge the challenges, specifically that Mammoth 
gets a lot more snow than his other locations. And then there is the parking issue, 
which he says is the greatest single drawback about the parcel. 

“Certainly, the weather could be a challenge … but I think we could make it 
work,” he said. One thing he’s certain of: “If we build it, it will snow twice as much 
as I’d like it to … so it will be good for Mammoth.” 

What about next door? 

What is sometimes misunderstood about the Wood Site is that the 4.2 acre 
Walker-Hartman parcel is just half of the equation. Because the site is popularly 
referred to as Sam’s Wood Site, most folks assume Walker and Hartman own the 
entire 7+ acres

They don’t. 
The 3.2 acre parcel, commonly referred to as the Oetiker parcel, is located next 

door and nearer to the Main/Minaret intersection. Both sites are required to host 
an event like Bluesapalooza in its current form. 

Karen Pesko is one of four heirs of the property. Her father (still living) and a 
partner bought the property as an investment more than 50 years ago. Pesko’s 
parents were original owners of a Snowcreek II condominium and used to spend 
3 to 6 months a year here, according to their daughter. 

As Pesko said, it came as quite a surprise to her (and to Sierra Classic Theatre) 
when she visited this summer and found her property being used without her 
consent. Further, the town had issued a permit for the event. 

In regard to what is happening next door and how it will affect the Oetikirk 
property, Pesko said, “We are really in the dark as much as anybody else.” 

Both Winters and Pesko acknowledged that they had had an informal get-to-
know-you conversation, but nothing more. 

Whatever happens with the escrow, it appears that Mammoth Brewing Com-
pany will have to continue to negotiate with multiple parties if it wishes to use 
the Wood Site for Bluesapalooza. 

And from Bodine’s desk ... 

Traver News Service will no longer be delivering the LA Times as of September 
11. The note seen here was posted to newsstands “The Los Angeles has decided 
they no longer wish to pay to transport newspapers to the Eastern Sierra.” The 
NY Times and USA Today arrive on the same shipping truck so they will no lon-
ger be on the racks either.

Representatives from the Mono County Library said it used to buy those three 
newspapers locally, but is unsure what it will do next. These three papers join a 
long list of other news sources no longer available on the Eastside, including the 
San Francisco Chronicle and the Reno Gazette-Journal.

ROBERTO’S CAFE • 760.934.3667 • 271 OLD MAMMOTH ROAD

SUNDAY DAY FOOTBALL
Huevos Rancheros • Machaca con Huevos • 

Chorizo con Huevos with Tortillas $8.29

Bloody Mary $3.50 • Mimosa $3.50 • Man Mosa $7.00

JOIN OUR FREE FOOTBALL POOL AND 
WIN A $25 GIFT CARD

SUNDAY, MONDAY & THURSDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL
Happy Hour During Game

AMIGOS DON’T LET AMIGOS DRIVE DRUNK
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amount of approximately $27 million. 
To finance that $27 million at 4 

percent interest for 20 years, using a 
handy mortgage calculator, would cost 
you $12.27 million in interest pay-
ments, leaving a total project cost of 
more than $39 million. 

And that’s just to build and finance 
it. That doesn’t factor in the cost to 
operate it for 20 years, which Sierra 
Center Partner Drew Hild pegged at 
about $35,000/month or $8.4 million 
over 20 years.  

Tom Lankenau claimed the County 
would gain “full ownership” of the 
building for $27 million. By The Sheet’s 
reckoning, you could do that if you 
constructed a 43,000 square foot build-
ing at $527/square foot without ac-
counting for soft costs and borrowing 
at 2 percent. Umm … unlikely. 

Nor do the plans for new construc-
tion contemplate the most important 
factor of all, which is that the building 
may not serve the purpose it’s de-
signed to serve. 

One of the reasons the County initi-
ated this process, according to Sierra 
Center Mall owner Paul Rudder, was 
that it expressed a desire for more 
space. The County currently leases a 
total of 32,045 square feet combined 
from the Sierra Center and Minaret 
Malls. 

 A 43,000-square-foot building does 
not translate into 43,000 square feet 
of usable space. As a rule of thumb, 20 
percent of a building’s square footage 
is occupied by stairwells, hallways, 
bathrooms, etc. So as a point of fact, a 
43,000-square-foot building only yields 
approximately 34,400 square feet of 
usable space. 

So the County would either have 
to decrease its appetite for space or 
increase the size (and cost) of the 
building. 

The Sheet spoke with several depart-
ment heads this week on the condition 
of anonymity. 

One department head analyzed it 
this way: “My experience, when the 
firm met with us … his [Lankenau’s] 
plan was to reduce each office space 
‘considerably’ as well as common area 
space … I think they wanted to cram 
down the [proposed] size of the build-
ing in order to make it more [cost] 
competitive.” 

Another department head was less 
concerned about what square footage 
would be allotted to his/her depart-
ment, noting that the whole concept 
of work space is evolving thanks to the 
shared work space ideas now prevalent 
in the tech industry and elsewhere. 

In addition to exaggerating the mer-
its of the new building proposal, the 
consultant and County staff did not 
appear to present the Sierra Center’s 
proposal accurately. 

The Sierra Center’s calculation, in 
contrast to the County’s, was priced 
based upon usable square footage, not 
total square footage. 

The County/consultant also did not 
factor the cost of parking into its new 
construction equation—a convenient 
$1 million omission. 

Finally, the consultant (and the only 
adverb to describe it is shamefully), in 
his side-by-side cost comparison, not-
ed that the County would pay almost 
$1 million per year in property tax if it 
rented (the mall owner would pass on 

that cost based upon the percentage 
of space occupied by the tenant) while 
the County would theoretically not pay 
a dime in property tax on a building it 
owned. 

Here is the fallacy in that argument. 
Consider the property tax dollars the 
County would theoretically pay in 
rent—where do those tax dollars go? 
Oh, that’s right. They’re paid … back to 
the County. 

Finally, the Sierra Center’s proposal 
includes $2 million in tenant improve-
ments. 

Perhaps the most interesting as-
pect of the meeting was the comment 
Mono County CAO Leslie Chapman 
made where she stated that regardless 
of what the County decided, that the 
Town of Mammoth planned to build 

its own government center. 
The Sheet followed up with Council-

man Bill Sauser on Wednesday to ask if 
this was indeed true. 

“We’re in the process of studying it,” 
he said, “but there have been no final 
decisions. My take on it is this. If the 
cost to own is near the cost to lease, 
it would be a disservice not to do it 
[build your own building].” 

Given the Town’s credit rating (junk), 
Drew Hild told Supervisors that the 
only way the Town could finance its 
own building is if the County part-
nered on the deal. 

Town Manager Dan Holler said that 
sharing space with the County would 
create synergies and lower the unit 
cost of a shared building. 

It also is more user-friendly, as there 

are many instances where customers 
are simply directed down the hall at 
the Minaret Mall offices as opposed to 
potentially being directed across town. 

Finally, he said, should it really be 
the public’s responsibility to ensure 
the solvency of a private commercial 
property owner? He emphasized that 
whatever financial decisions are made 
should be in the best interest of the 
taxpayers. 

He said the Town needs approxi-
mately 15,000 square feet of space. 

Mono County’s Chapman promised 
there would be “community outreach” 
to further discuss the potential con-
struction of a new government center 
with the public. 

TAJ MAHAL
continued from page 1
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We’re getting down at the top 
under the full moon. Grab the 
whole crew  and hop in the 
gondola to come watch the sunset, 
take in the views and get your  fill 
of music, food and drinks.

SEPTEMBER 17
6:30–9:30PM

Call or go online for tickets.

FULL 
MOON 
PARTY 
TIME

LETTERS                            
Malevolent Geese

Dear Editor:

At the September 7 Mammoth 
Lakes Town Council meeting, Coun-
cil discussed the projects outlined in 
Hart-Howerton’s (a planning con-
sultant hired by MMSA) conceptual 
community vision. 

Councilmember Bill Sauser 
thanked Sandra Moberly, Com-
munity and Economic Develop-
ment Manager, “for calling out the 
fact that a lot of these specific and 
somewhat controversial moves are 
not in our plans ... The way this was 
presented to the public was all they 
(Hart-Howerton) did was pull every-
thing out of our plans. That is not 
exactly true.”

A few things the Hart-Howerton 
vision did not pull from the Town’s 
documents: the Town accepting re-
sponsibility for implementing strate-
gies for funding a parking structure 
on the Town’s park/tennis courts 
located between The Village and the 
Knolls and the pedestrian bridges in 
the Village.

Other “controversial moves” not 
in the Town’s General Plan or other 
documents: relocating the Post Of-
fice from the North side of 203 to 
the corner of Tavern Road and Old 
Mammoth Road, relocating the RV 
Park from the South side of 203 to 

the North side, relocating the ice 
rink from Mammoth Creek Park to 
the Shady Rest parcel (located be-
hind Center Street). 

Councilmember John Wentworth 
then suggested a method for how to 
move the process forward. He pro-
posed Council meet with the Eco-
nomic and Planning Development 
Commission, but first, the Council 
would set some parameters.

It was implied [or at least I in-
ferred] that the Council would frame 
and narrow the Council/Commis-
sion discussion of the Hart-How-
erton vision using realistic criteria: 
the economic feasibility of the Town 
implementing elements of the Hart-
Howerton vision, the conflict with 
Town’s existing documents, the cur-
rent disposition of discussions with 
Caltrans, the Forest Service, the Fed-
eral Government, private property 
owners, lease holders, and adjacent 
property owners in the Village and 
Downtown.

Assuming Council is directing 
Town staff to realistically analyze 
the “controversial moves” within the 
Hart-Howerton vision, it might be-
hoove Council to also identify who 
they’re going to partner with, and on 
what.

As background: Council voted on 
May 18 to fund a 35-space park-
ing lot in The Village at Mammoth 
without creating a partnership, via 

a Parking Assessment District, to 
help fund, maintain, and remove 
snow. What’s the point of “moving 
forward” with a vision full of “Pub-
lic/Private Partnerships” if the Town 
doesn’t have willing partners?

Or perhaps, we’re supposed to 
overlook the partnership aspect. 
We’re told outside developers have 
too many opportunities right now in 
all sorts of resort markets. If we don’t 
incentivize them by lowering devel-
oper fees, eliminating inclusionary 
workforce housing requirements, 
and accepting the Hart-Howerton 
vision recommendation which 
outlines that the Town is responsible 
“for implementation strategy and 
funding for parking, streetscape, 
pedestrian bridges, narrowing Main 
Street and the renewal of Santa 
Claus’s employment contract, “capi-
tal investment will go elsewhere, 
and we’ll “kill the goose that lays the 
golden egg” - a favored expression 
from the Intrawest days.  

Ah, but there is a willing partner: 
At the initial July 20 Hart-Howerton 
public presentation, the attorney 
representing the Shady Rest parcel 
property owners communicated a 
willingness of the owners to finance 
the construction of an ice rink and 
recreation center onsite. However, 
in order to accommodate this of-
fer, the Town would have to rezone 
Shady Rest from workforce housing 

to market rate housing, an economic 
windfall for the investors. The ma-
jority of these proposed market rate 
homes would, in all probability, be 
purchased by second homeowners, 
ensuring the Town would continue 
its march toward a workforce hous-
ing crisis.

With the previous Town Council 
eliminating the inclusionary work-
force housing requirement, the 
reduction of developer fees by 70 
percent, and the underfunding of 
voter approved Measure 2002A (to 
support housing) by $500,000 a year, 
the Council isn’t marching toward a 
workforce housing crisis, so much as 
marching the community off a cliff. 

As for outside developers and 
speculators characterizing them-
selves as benevolent geese, it might 
be more appropriate to view them as 
carpetbaggers passing through the 
hen house; they build resort condos, 
sell them, depart with the golden 
eggs, and leave poop behind: no 
parking, no workforce housing, and 
no developer fees to clean up the 
mess. 

Kirk Stapp
Mammoth Lakes 
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LOCAL NEWS  
KIDS FINALLY GET THE NIGHT OFF
Mammoth Elementary School does away with “traditional” homework, and it’s not alone

Most Mammoth Elementary 
School students came home 
with big news for their par-

ents at the beginning of this school 
year: No more homework. 

At least, no more homework in the 
traditional sense of the word. “We’ve 
just changed what homework looks 
like,” said MES Principal Rosanne 
Lampariello. There is a growing move-
ment among elementary school teach-
ers (MES has kept traditional home-
work for 5th graders, but eliminated it 
for the younger students) to do away 
with the big packets of exercises sent 
home with children. 

“I’ve read a bunch of research,” said 
Lampariello, who is currently in a 
Doctoral Program for Organizational 
Change and Leadership at the Univer-
sity of Southern California. “None of 
it really shows that there’s any edu-
cational benefit for elementary-level 
kids.” Research on middle-and-high 
school students is another story, but 
“as far as elementary school, it’s pretty 
clear that there is questionable ben-
efit.” 

A note from Brandy Young, a sec-
ond-grade teacher at a Fort Worth, 
Texas elementary school went viral 
last month when Young told parents 
she would not be formally assigning 
homework for the 2016-17 school year. 
“Research has been unable to prove 
that homework improves student 
performance,” wrote Young. “I ask that 
you spend your evenings doing things 
that are proven to correlate with stu-
dent success. Eat dinner as a family, 
read together, play outside, and get 
your child to bed early.” 

“It is a movement,” said Erika 
Miranda, a 5th and 6th grade teacher 
at Sierra Foothill Charter School in 
Catheys Valley, who also instituted a 
revised homework policy this school 
year. Students who have parental help 
with homework have an advantage 
over students who don’t. “Basically 
half the parents help with homework, 
half the parents don’t,” she said. “Half 
the parents like it, half the parents 
hate it.”

Miranda has decided to only assign 
work that students didn’t finish during 
class to take home, and has provided 
parents with online resources. 

“I may as well just do a better job 
managing my time in the classroom 
with them so that they don’t have to 
take this work home,” she said. She 
said she will reassess her policy at 
the end of the first trimester, but she 
hopes this might level the playing field 
for students whose parents aren’t as 
able or willing to help their kids as 
others.

“The parents that are involved are 
involved all the way through … so for 
me to send home work for kids that 
are already struggling because they 
don’t have that parent support, it’s 
going to set them further behind. And 

By Rea

the parents that are going to sit down 
and work with them, I can give them 
really amazing online resources that 
will help supplement what they’re 
learning in class.”

“Homework has always been a 
struggle between kids and parents,” 
said Chelsea Glende, who formerly 
taught 4th grade at Mammoth El-
ementary and started teaching third 
grade at Hatch Elementary School 
in Half Moon Bay this fall. She is also 
changing her homework policy. “I 
don’t want to create that between kids 
and parents,” she said. She stressed 
that she does send reading material 
home with her students, because 
research has proven that children who 
read at home do better in school. She 
also assigns her students to practice 
cursive handwriting, because she does 
not have time to cover it in class. 

Mammoth Elementary School 
students also take home reading, said 
Lampariello. “What we’re trying to do 
is promote a culture where students 
love to read, and what better way than 
assigning reading as homework?” she 
said. Students meet with teachers to 
choose books that fit their “Zone of 
Proximal Development,” and reading 
goals are set. Students take tests on 
the books they have read.

“That was the big concern, that we 
still wanted to build responsibility 
and accountability skills with kids, 
but wanted homework to be really 
meaningful. We want to build readers 
and also ensure that kids have time to 
spend with their families.”

Angie Garcia, a mother of four chil-
dren who works at Bishop Elementary, 
told The Sheet that her elementary-
aged kids (two in 2nd grade, one in 
4th) are still doing traditional home-
work, and she believes it’s a good 
thing. 

“I think it’s great that they still have 
homework in our school,” she said. 
She said her 2nd graders have about 
a half hour of homework a day, and 
her 4th grader gets about an hour. She 
recognizes that some parents are too 
busy to help with homework, she said, 
but that she makes it a priority. “As a 
parent I think it’s a great idea that they 
still have homework because it makes 
[students] practice at home what they 
learned during the day…maybe I’m 
just old-fashioned,” she said with a 
laugh. 

Lampareiello told The Sheet that 
even she, as an educator, struggled 
with the amount of homework that 
her children were responsible for 
when they were in 4th and 5th grade. 
She recalls two to three hours per 
night of homework. “I vividly re-
member my son having this animal 
report to write…and I’m crying, he’s 
crying. I could tell you a lot about the 
Komodo Dragon, but I’m not neces-
sarily sure my son remembers much 
about the Komodo Dragon,” she said. 

She thinks other parents can relate. 
MES teachers are now sending home 
dice for younger students to practice 
math games with their families. “It’s 
just a win-win… we hope it will allow 
families time to do something fun 
[with their kids], without puling their 
hair out.”

Wendi Goodwin, whose children are 
now in high school, also thinks kids 
might benefit from less structured 
homework when they’re young. Her 
children attended elementary school 
in Maui and she recalls about two 
hours worth of homework a night. 
“After being in school for seven hours, 
and being that young…it’s just too 
heavy. I think they’re setting too high 
of a curriculum at that young age.”

“For the younger kids, let them have 
fun, and remember to be kids,” said 
Nancy Pauzza, whose children are 
also now in middle and high school at 
Mammoth. 

Connie Moyer, another parent, 
thinks that there is a benefit to home-
work, but also believes that ideas 
about how students learn are chang-
ing. “When you think about home-

work, the two reasons that they’re 
doing the homework is to practice the 
skills they’ve learned in class and to 
build good work habits at home. Later 
on [like in college], they’ll have to in-
vest in their own learning. So we need 
to teach kids to make that investment 
on their own…[but] the homework 
going home every day in the packet, 
that’s kind of a thing of the past.”

Lamapriello said she is excited 
about the potential benefits of the 
revised policy, and hopes it will be 
well-received by parents and students 
alike. 

“I’m just really on board with the 
whole concept of doing something 
alternative,” she said. She thinks 
that students can still learn personal 
responsibility by taking tests on their 
reading, but that whole process could 
be made more enjoyable for both par-
ents and their kids. 

“I think what we’ve done is sort of 
leveled the homework playing field. 
Every child, even those in kindergar-
ten, can really work at reading on their 
own without adult help.”
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WEEKLY SPECIALS

EVENTS & TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Monday Night Football:  $3 games, $1 shoes.  
NFL Food and Beverage Specials

2 For Tuesdays: Buy 1 game and get the 2nd FREE.  
Includes shoe rentals. Following League Play.
Food and Beverage Specials

Bowling: $5 Games all day and all night.
Cosmic Bowling:  9pm to close.
Bowling: $5 Games all day and all night.
Kids Bowl: Kids Bowl Free with Paying Adult, Noon to 4 p.m.
Cosmic Bowling:  9pm to close.

Wild Wednesdays:   $2 games and $2 Shoe Rentals. Following League Play.
Food and Beverage Specials

Ladies Night:   Ladies bowl 2 games FREE. Includes shoe rentals. 
Food and Beverage Specials

Bowling: $5 Games all day and all night.
Kids Bowl: Kids Bowl Free with Paying Adult, Noon to 4 p.m.
NFL Food and Beverage Specials

$15 Hourly Rates Day and EveningGOLF

LOCAL BRIEFS 
Firefighters found alive in Yosemite

Two missing Fullerton firefighters 
reported missing in Yosemite Nation-
al Park were found alive on Tuesday, 
September 13 after one of the men 
walked into a ranger station, accord-
ing to Yosemite officials. Fire captain 
Dave Brown, 33, reportedly walked 
into a ranger station in the park on 
Tuesday, after failing to return Sunday 
from a six-day backpacking trip in the 
Rancheria Mountain area. He subse-
quently told Search and Rescue per-
sonnel of the likely location of Javier 
Avelar, 48, who was later located. 

The two men, reported to be ex-
perienced hikers, began their trip at 
White Wolf and planned to exit the 
same way, park officials said. When 
one of the men didn’t show up for his 
Monday shift, a search was initiated. 

“We all had a big sigh of relief, a 
little tears...because we are a fire fam-
ily,” Fullerton Division Chief Kathy 
Schaefer told ABC7 news.  

Body found in burning car

At approximately 8 p.m.on Satur-
day, September 10, Inyo County Sher-
iff’s Dispatch was notified of a fire 
(visible from Highway 395) south of 
Manzanar Reward Mine Rd. Respond-
ing agencies discovered a vehicle on 
an unpaved and remote road, later 
determined to be a late model con-
vertible Ford Mustang, fully engulfed 
in flames. As the fire was being ex-
tinguished, severely charred remains 
of a body were seen in the passenger 
side of the vehicle. 

Based on the preliminary inves-
togation, this case is being handled 
as a possible homicide. Inyo County 
Sheriff’s Office is workign witrh the 
Eastern Sierra Arson Task Force and 
the Inyo County District Attorney’s 
Office.

Due ot the severity of the fire there 
is no positive identification of the re-
mains or the vehice at this time. The 
remains were being transported to 
the Orange County Coroner’s Office, 
according to the Inyo County Sheriff’s 
Office. 

The Sheriff is asking for the public’s 
assistance. If anyone has any infor-
mation that could assist in the inves-
tigation, please call 760.878.0383.

Body found in non-burning car

A deceased person was found in a 
car outside of Mammoth Hospital’s 
parking lot on Monday morning, ac-
cording to sources that did not wish 
to be named. Amber Weller, Public 
Information Officer with the Mono 
County Sheriff’s Office, confirmed 
that a death had occurred at the 
hospital, but that the Sheriff’s Office 
was continuing an investigation and 
unable to release the name of the 
deceased. 

Unsubstantiated reports were that 
the deceased was found in front of 
the former entrance to the Emer-
gency Room with an asthma inhaler 
in hand. 

Weller told The Sheet that Mono 
County Sheriff’s Office will not be is-
suing a press release on the matter. 

By Sheet Staff

Shots fired at Youth with a Mission

According to a press release form 
the Inyo County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, at approximately 4:30 p.m. on 
Monday, September 12, Inyo County 
Sheriff’s Dispatch received a 911 call 
regarding shots heard at the “Youth 
with a Mission” apartment/hotel 
complex on North Sierra Highway 
(outside of the town of Bishop). 

Inyo County Sheriff’s deputies, 
along with Bishop Police Depart-
ment, California Highway Patrol, and 
Bishop Tribal Police responded. Bullet 
holes were discovered on an exterior 
door where the gunshots were heard. 

Suspect Jason Howard, 34, of Bish-
op and resident of the complex, was 
detained and subsequently arrested 
for burglary, shooting at an inhab-
ited dwelling, felon in possession of 
a firearm, and felon in possession of 
ammunition.

 Bail for Howard has been set at 
$100,000.

Shooting justified

Inyo County District Attorney 
Tom Hardy stated in a press release 
issued Monday, September 12 that 
investigators from his office have 
completed their initial investigation 
into the officer-involved shooting by 
Deputy Sheriff Ruben Bradley, which 
occurred August 26 on the Bishop 
Paiute Reservation. The purpose of 
the independent District Attorney 
investigation is to determine the 
lawfulness of the Deputy’s actions in 
using deadly force.

“Based upon my review of the inter-
views with all persons present at the 
time of the shooting, as well as the 
physical evidence collected, Deputy 
Bradley’s actions were a lawful use of 
force,” Hardy wrote. “The evidence 
shows that Deputy Bradley respond-
ed to an immediate threat of death or 
great bodily injury to himself and to 
fellow peace officers and his actions 
were justified.”  

A loaded .45 caliber semi-auto-
matic handgun (with a round in the 
chamber) was taken from the person 
of Ray Bencoma immediately after 
the shooting, according to the Inyo 
County Sheriff’s report. Officers pres-
ent at the incident described Ben-
coma aiming the firearm at them, at 
which time Deputy Bradley fired at 
the suspect.

The investigation will remain open 
pending receipt and review of foren-
sic and toxicological analyses. Those 
analyses will probably not be com-
plete for several weeks, at which time 
further information will be released. 

Pellegrini arrested again

Freelance photographer Jacob Pel-
legrini, who has contributed in the 
past to this newspaper, was arrested 
on Saturday, September 10 on For-
est Trail and booked into the Mono 
County Jail shortly thereafter, ac-
cording to the Mono County Sheriff’s 
Department. He was charged with 
six felony counts which included 
domestic violence, kidnapping, false 
imprisonment and vandalism. As of 
press time, Pellegrini was being held 
on $100,000 bail. 

VONS PHASES OUT SELF-SERVICE

By James

I went shopping at Vons in Bishop 
today, and after filling my basket, 
I went to the front of the store. All 

the check-out stands had full lines of 
shoppers, so I think, “No problem,” 
and push the cart down to where the 
self-checkout lane area was located…
only it was no longer there! In its 
place were several actual regular 
check-out lanes that will apparently 
rely on real, live human beings check-
ing out your groceries. A machine 
being replaced by a human? What’s 
going on here?

Some readers may recall that Alb-
ertsons LLC, which, according to its 
website, operates  over 2,200 grocery 
stores, decided in 2011 to remove all 
the self-checkout lanes from 100 of 
their stores in the name of better cus-
tomer service. “We just want the op-
portunity to talk to customers more,” 
said a spokesperson at the time. 

Albertsons LLC also operates Safe-
way, Pavilions, Vons and others. Are 
our local Vons Grocery Stores, which 
are owned by Albertsons LLC, finally 
making the move towards taking out 
the self-service lanes and upping 
their customer service game? Maybe.

A manager at the Bishop store said 
that the company felt that the ma-
chines were not as “efficient” as they 
had previously thought and yes, they 
would like to have their employees 
interact with customers more for a 
greater sense of community. It seems 

that talking to a real person is a lot 
more humanizing than self-checkout 
lanes which only seem to talk to you 
when you are screwing up the pro-
cess, often reminding you loudly that 
there is an “Unexpected item in the 
bagging area,” even when you just 
swiped the item a second ago and 
were already charged for it. Suddenly 
you find yourself looking around 
guiltily as if you had been caught 
shoplifting! And once you’re done, 
that same the machine thanks you for 
shopping at the store. Do you have 
the sense that it sincerely means it?

There is actually another reason 
self-checkout lanes are falling out of 
favor—shoplifting rates (and losses) 
have increased sharply under self-
checkout systems. It does not always 
mean there is criminal intent, i.e. 
theft involved, but rather that some 
customers simply get confused by the 
machine, especially when the scan-
ner doesn’t recognize the product 
barcode or there isn’t one, such as on 
produce.

If Vons really is pulling the self-
checking lanes out and increasing the 
number of checkout lanes with real 
employees serving you from behind 
the counter, maybe they do deserve 
our business. Putting people first—
what a concept!

A human replacing a computer? What will they think of next?
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Mono County Sheriff Ingrid 
Braun wants to purchase 
Chevy Tahoes that she claims 

perform better in Mono County condi-
tions—inclement weather, off-road 
and snow and ice. The Sheriff’s Depart-
ment is moving Mono away from Ford 
products, the Explorer and Interceptor, 
previous staples of the fleet. Tahoes are 
more expensive, by about $9,000, but 
not twice as much as earlier reported; 
$43,607 for the Tahoe and $34,305 
for the Interceptor, plus $31,000 per 
vehicle to equip them for law enforce-
ment use, no matter the model. 

Mono County Supervisor Larry John-
ston has held fast for more than a year 
that the Tahoes cost too much, they’re 
far from eco-friendly and not in line 
with county policy of having consis-
tency within the entire county fleet. 

The car debate will be open to public 
comment but a date has not yet been 
chosen.

Johnston said in an e-mail to The 
Sheet on August 15, that he has issue 
with the cost. $75,000 is the price of a 
Porsche. He said he received an unso-
licited call from the Bishop Ford dealer 
saying they just provided Inyo County 
nine fully equipped Ford Interceptor 
police vehicles for more than $45,000 
each. The three Chevy Tahoes request-
ed by the Sheriff this year are $76,000, 
up from $65,000 last year, he said.

Representatives from National Fleet 
Auto Group, a popular dealer for law 
enforcement, could not provide The 
Sheet with a cost for the 2017 models, 
(they’re not yet on the market) or the 
2016 models, because they were no 
longer for sale.

The county adopted a policy about 
two years ago to consolidate the makes 
of vehicles in the county’s fleet. “This 
was done to make the job of our motor 
pool maintenance easier and more 
efficient... similar tools, similar parts, 
similar service procedures and manu-
als. Fords were targeted as they are 
already part of our fleet. The policy 

should be changed first, otherwise it’s 
nothing more than lip service.” 

Deputies drive about 35,000 miles 
a year, says Undersheriff Michael Mo-
riarty, to cover the 142 miles of Mono 
County and to assist with calls in Inyo 
and Alpine counties and Douglass and 
Esmerelda counties in Nevada. Typi-
cally, deputies also spend more than 
12 hours a day in the vehicles, accord-
ing to Moriarty, and comfort is just as 
important as speed and handling. The 
cramped and stiff seats in the Fords 
have led to back injuries, according to 
Moriarty.

Mono County Sheriff Deputy Mark 
Hanson prepared a report on perfor-
mance and comfort comparing the 
two vehicles on August 9.

Deputies reported the Interceptor 
handles well on dry pavement, but had 
little ground clearance and lost trac-
tion in ice and snow. 

“Deputies have stated that the 
Chevrolet Tahoe performs leaps and 
bounds better than the Ford Explorer 
and they feel safe when traveling in a 
code 3 response, inclement weather, or 
off road,” Hanson states.

Hanson quotes California Highway 
Patrol Fleet Operations Manager Ste-
ven Mills, that it is phasing out the all-
wheel drive Ford Interceptor in favor of 
the 4x4 Tahoe. According to Mills, the 
Fords are full of problems, from leaky 
catalytic converters that can fill the 
cab with carbon dioxide to the steering 
wheel locking up or that a blown rear 
tire can sever the brake lines.  

In a side-by-side comparison, the 
two vehicles are an equal match, with 
similar gas mileage, interior space and 
payload capacity, but the Explorer has 
a higher maximum speed, 132 mph 
compared to 121, and the Tahoe has 
an extra two inches of clearance, 8.5 to 
6.5, according specs from the respec-
tive manufacturers. 

The ability to go fast in pursuit situ-
ations is crucial. The Tahoes are faster, 

By Bodine
according to Hanson’s report, derived 
from performance tests by the Los 
Angeles Sheriff’s Department and the 
Michigan State Police. The Tahoes can 
reach a speed of 100 mph in 0.36 miles 
and obtain top speed of 121 mph in 
49 seconds. Explorers take 0.39 miles 
to reach 100 mph and 74 seconds to 
reach top speed of 132 mph.

Braun invited this reporter to look 
at the vehicles for myself, and talk to 
deputies that use the vehicles as their 
floating office for at least 12 hours a 
day and do a ride along. 

On the highway, the Tahoe was 
comfortable and stable, the Explorer 
wobbled and shook the whole trip. I 
clutched the wussy bar the entire time 
in the Ford. The Tahoe accelerated to 
120 mph without notice and quickly. 
The Explorer slowly made it to 90 mph. 

In the black and white Tahoe in Code 
3 mode, with all lights and sirens blar-
ing, drivers slowed down and pulled 
over hundreds of yards ahead of the 
approaching vehicle. In the all-white 
Explorer, drivers didn’t slow until the 
cruiser was close. The siren was au-
dible but not distracting in the Tahoe, 
but loud in the Explorer. The radio 
speaker in the Explorer is located right 
at ear height and set just behind the 
driver’s seat. Deputy Seth Clark said 
some officers are getting checked for 
possible hearing damage. 

The driver’s seat in the Tahoe has 
room for the deputies’ weapon for easy 
access. In the Explorer, Clark had to lift 

Cert. Arb. # WE-9537A • CA D-49 Lic.# 976309 • Bonded & Insured
Tree Removal • Tree Pruning • Lot Clearing

Serving Mammoth, Bishop & June Lake

760-709-6893
www.skylinearborist.com

himself off the seat to pull the weapon 
from his holster. Clark explained the 
seats were not built to accommodate a 
utility belt.

The Explorer has cloth seats that 
hold nooks and crannies where a perp 
could hide or dispose of things like 
drugs. The Tahoe has plastic seats for 
easy clean up and no space to stash 
stuff. Wires from the extra electronics 
needed are neatly packaged in a single 
unit called a sled that can be removed 
easily. The wires in the Explorer were 
a mangled nest under the hood. This 
Explorer was outfitted locally.  

The Ford has a towing capacity of 
2,000 pounds. Moriarty said there’s not 
a trailer in the fleet that weighs less 
than 4,000.

The Tahoes have ample storage 
space for crime scene investigation 
tools, extra clothes or rescue equip-
ment. Deputy Magdelano Hernandez 
needed to put a plastic bin in his 
Explorer to cache all his gear.

When asked what vehicle they 
preferred and which handled better, 
Hernandez, Moriarty, Hanson and 
Clark said the Tahoe.

Johnston said the public, “deserves 
and expects government to be frugal 
and efficient, not extravagant.  If the 
Ford is good enough for the Arizona 
highway patrol, the Nevada Highway 
Patrol, the California Highway Patrol, 
Inyo County, Kern County and many 
others, it’s more than adequate for 
Mono County.”
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By Bodine

This year marks the 30th anniver-
sary of the Kamikaze Race. Bikes 
are faster and new gear makes 

racing safer, but it still takes guts to go 
off the lip of the mountain. The mad 
scientist behind the race, Bill Cockroft, 
gave The Sheet the fat and skinny of 
how it all came together to become 
one of the gnarliest rides anywhere.

In 1984, Cockroft and other guys 
from Mammoth Mountain, including 
Dale Johnson and Sam Walker, wanted 
to hold a road race all in the shadow 
of that year’s Summer Olympics. Later 
that year, the crew was wondering 
what it would take to put on a sanc-
tioned race; $10,000 was the price tag. 

KAMIKAZE GROUND CREW
A brief history of the fastest downhill mountain bike race in America

Walker gave the riders the money and 
the marketing talent of Wally Hoffman, 
then Head of Marketing at Mammoth 
Mountain.

The 5-day stage race was first called 
the Whiskey Creek Stage Race. It later 
became the Fall Century and now the 
Gran Fondo.

Mountain bikes rode onto the scene 
in 1985, about the same time they 
were developed, and the mountain 
bike races were part of a bigger event 
that included a stage road race. Don 
Douglas of Plumline fame ran the race. 

see KAMIKAZE, page 9

 PHOTOS COURTESY MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN SKI AREA

Heli-biking: Competitors in the 1990-91 dual slalom got a helicopter ride to the top of 
Mammoth Mountain. When asked if the helicopter was expensive, event organizer and 
father of the Kamikaze Bill Cockroft simply said “It was a really good race.” 
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Douglas and Cockroft were on the sun 
deck at Main Lodge, contemplating a 
blitz down the access road from the 
top of the mountain. The twin events 
were held on different days.

“We’ll have a Chinese Downhill,” 
Douglas said.

“We’ll have the Kamikaze,” Cockroft 
added, and the rest is history.

That first year, the race ended at the 
Main Lodge parking lot. 

That first Kamikaze race drew about 
as many contenders as it does now, ac-
cording to Cockroft; from 1,600 starts 
in 1986 to 1689 starts this year. Starts 

are the number of riders in a particu-
lar event, and some riders participate 
in more than one event. Major players 
in the world of mountain bike racing 
showed for the ‘86 race, and some of 
those riders will be at this year’s event, 
posing for the camera and accepting 
free drinks.

The Legends of The Kamikaze will 
host 40 Kamikaze alumni, including 
Jumpin’ Jerry Vanderpool and Casey 
Kunselman, the 1995 X-Games down-
hill race winner.

The crew parted ways with Douglas, 
and Johnson moved on that second 
year, leaving Hoffman and Cockroft 
alone to hold the checkered flag. The 
two pulled Dave McCoy into the fold. 
Cockroft has known McCoy for de-
cades and said McCoy’s only vice was  
tricked out mountain bikes. Cockroft 
invested a new mountain bike sport 
that year, the dual slalom, and “The 
guys fell in love with it.”

Cockroft was in Hollister in 1986 and 
used an idea he saw from a moto-
cross track there and adapted it to the 
mountain, using lifts and the steep 
terrain to create what would be one of 
the greatest downhill mountain biking 
destinations in the world. The Mam-
moth Mountain Park System was born 
in 1987.

That same year, Cockroft lifted an 
idea from the popular ski slalom race 
and thought it’d be just as popular 
for bikes and the dual challenge, later Cindy Whitehead won the Kamikaze in 

1987. 



KAMIKAZE
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renamed the dual slalom.
Resorts in Vail were using the gon-

dola to get people to the top, but there 
were no trails, and at Mount Snow 
there were trails but they weren’t using 
the lifts. The first resort to use lifts to 
carry bikers to the tops of trails was 
Mammoth. There were some guided 
tours down the backside, but the gon-
dola wasn’t used for much else in the 
summer.

The crowds and the race’s reputa-
tion grew until 1994, when the Rain-
bow Fire shut down the races because 
of smoke. The mountain started host-
ing World Cup and National races in 
1987, and then World Championships. 
Cockroft said he knew no one else was 
claiming the World Championships, 
so why not the Kamikaze?

Downhill slalom was taken to new 

heights in 1990-91 with the Reebok 
Eliminator, a dual slalom down the 
Kamikaze course. The gondola at that 
time was too slow to get riders to the 
top and keep the event to one day. The 
obvious solution was to use a helicop-
ter to get riders topside. 

The Sheet: “Wasn’t that expensive?”
Cockroft grinning: “It was a good 

race.”
Construction of Canyon Lodge 

began in earnest in 2001 and the 
race was put on hold. The games had 
drained some of the passion out of 
the organizers and a much needed 
break was overdue. He said the break 
had nothing to do with money or who 
owned the resort.

In 2004, the public clambered for 
another race and was answered with 
another a National Championship 
race in 2005. There was another hiatus 
with an attempt at a race in 2009, this 
time partnering with the town.

In 2011, then-Mammoth Lakes 
Mayor Matthew Lehman and Cock-
roft agreed the race needed to be 
resurrected. Held during the shoulder 
season and immediately following the 
town’s filing for bankruptcy, the games 
were an economic engine for the area.

The race isn’t all about competing 
and organization, it’s also about the 
crashes. There was a multi-bike pile-
up in the 1985 stage race with dozens 
of broken bones, cuts and pumice 
road-rash. Most crashes that are fun 
to watch leave bikers unscathed, like 
when pro downhill racer Brian Lopes 
rode off the ledge of the course. “He 

got up, dusted himself off and walked 
away,” said Cockroft. I put them in the 
same category of snow boarders.”

Competitors can reach speeds of 
more than 60 mph on the 3.4-mile 
track, making it the fastest downhill 
race in America, according to Cock-
roft.

The event will continue for as long 
as people want to “carry the torch,” 
Cockroft says. Because putting on the 
race is more than just a job, people 
need passion for the race and the 
sport.

Cockroft, who is now Senior Vice 
President for Mammoth Mountain Ski 

Area, said he knew mountain biking 
was going to take off at the resort, but 
he never expected the trail systems. 

He did have two goals, he said. The 
first was to see mountain biking as an 
Olympic event, and it was at the 1996 
games held in Atlanta. Cockroft pro-
duced videos and published stories 
and photos to open the eyes of the 
American public to the sport.

He wasn’t contacted by the Inter-
national Olympic Committee about 
the induction, but was asked to help 
organize the Atalnta games.

His second goal was to see a bike 
rack on every car in Mammoth. That 
goal is almost realized. 

The games run from September 15-
18. Visit www.kamikazebikegames.com 
for more information. 

Jerry Vanderpool flies off the jump ramp 
in 1997.

The Kamikaze 1988: No suspension but 
plenty of air.

Olympic Gold Metalist Steve Hegg in the 
Fall Century, circa 1986.
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By James

INYO COUNTY ADVENTURE 
TRAILS PROGRAM EXTENDED 

Inyo County supervisors approved a 
letter of thanks last week to Senator 
Tom Berryhill, who introduced leg-

islation to extend the time for piloting 
the All Terrain Vehicle (ATV) Adventure 
Trails Program in Inyo County—Gov-
ernor Jerry Brown signed SB 1345 into 
law on August 26. The pilot program 
was set to sunset on January 1, 2017, 
unless extended by the State Legisla-
ture.

When the Inyo County Board of 
Supervisors held a public hearing in 
January 2014 on the project, it became 
one of the largest and longest held in 
the county. Supervisors finally ap-
proved three combined-use routes 
currently in use and four others which 
needed additional actions before they 
could be implemented.

The project as originally proposed 
in 2012 had over 70 routes, which were 
then reduced to 36, before being fur-
ther downsized to just seven. Problems 
with approvals from the Los Angeles 
Department of Water and Power (LAD-
WP) and the Inyo National Forest (INF) 
for off-road trailheads have hampered 
the pilot project to allow designated 
routes for ATVs to use county roads to 
access services in some communities. 
By the time all the hollering was done 
and lawsuits laid to rest, there was not 
enough time to put together a study as 
required by the original legislation.

The Inyo County supervisors asked 
that the state “extend” the agreement 
so that a reasonable period of time 

Volunteers with a job well done. From left: Dave Carle, Sebastian Cancino, Leonie Sher-
man, Tristan Kadish, Arianne Weiner, Tamara Walker, Marshall Davis.  
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VOLUNTEERING IN THE WILD

I will never see the wilderness in 
exactly the same way after a 5-day 
service trip into Humphreys Basin 

this August, organized by Friends of 
the Inyo in partnership with the Sierra 
National Forest. I have enjoyed many 
backpacking trips over the years, but 
“working” in the wilderness took my 
knowledge and appreciation to a new 
level. Our group of seven intrepid 
volunteers from all over California 
joined Sierra National Forest wilder-
ness rangers Greg Dusic and Zach 
Barton and Friends of the Inyo staff 
Tristen Kadish and Marshall Davis on a 
mission to improve habitat for threat-
ened amphibians and preserving water 
quality by restoring illegal campsites 
that are too close to water. “Restoring” 
had a lot to do with rocks—moving 
them in to make the area less attrac-
tive to camping, thereby encouraging 
wilderness users to search a bit further 
up from the water for the perfect legal 
campsite. We collected over 50 pounds 
of trash as well, everything from min-
ute bits of foil to a fossilized flip flop, to 
tent stakes to BBQ grills. And glass—an 
amazing amount of shards just waiting 
to cut the unsuspecting foot.

Another major goal was removing 
campfire rings. No fires are allowed in 
this high elevation basin, but over 40 
campfire rings were removed by our 

Five-day service trip changes perspective

group. The goal, as Ranger Greg ex-
plained, is to “make it look like nothing 
happened here.” It was discouraging 
to see fire rings in so many inappropri-
ate places and whitebark pines torn 
apart for firewood. I spent an hour on 
a boulder with a huge black fire scar, 
rubbing out the black as best I could 
with a piece of granite.  

Three full days of working together 
united our group with purpose. It was 
so satisfying to see the results of hours 
of work, with campfire scars disap-
pearing, overused campsites restored, 
and litter picked up. Being a retired 
State Park Ranger, I thought I knew 
“ranger work,” but now have a new 
appreciation of what goes into keeping 
the wilderness wild. The Sierra Na-
tional Forest rangers were so inspiring, 
worked alongside us, answered all our 
questions and were wonderful role 
models. On every future wilderness 
trip, I will be packing out those little 
scraps of litter and pieces of glass, and 
maybe breaking up a fire ring or two. 
We also had a lot of fun getting to know 
each other, cooking together, taking 
dips in the lake, watching the sunset 
from our spectacular camp and sing-
ing along with Tristen and his ukelele.

It takes all of us that love the wild to 
keep it wild.  

could be had to evaluate the ATPP. In 
the 4-5 months the three operating 
trails have been in use, no complaints 
directly related to the project had been 
registered with the county or the Cali-
fornia Highway Patrol.

The County has since reached an 
agreement with LADWP on the re-
maining four approved routes, which 
have start points on City of Los Ange-
les land. It is anticipated these routes 
can be opened to combined use in 
late September or October. Under the 
original provisions, the County would 
have had a year or less to evaluate their 
use. As a result of SB 1345, all seven 
routes can be analyzed for another 
three years. As required by SB 1345, 
the County will be submitting another 
report to the Legislature prior to Janu-
ary 1, 2019.

The county supervisors approved a 
letter of thanks to Senator Berryhill, 
without whom the County would not 
have been granted the additional time 
for a proper analysis of the program’s 
overall viability—time that was lost 
due to delays from the outset of the 
program’s implementation. 

Senator Berryhill’s sponsorship of 
AB 1345 not only gives the County 
an additional three years to properly 
analyze Adventure Trails, but helped 
the Board keep a promise made to its 
constituents that the issues they raised 
would be taken seriously and carefully 
evaluated.
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Billionaire environmental activist 
and founder of NextGen Climate, 
Tom Steyer visited the Eastern 

Sierra this week to listen to the con-
cerns of residents of Mono and Inyo 
Counties and discuss the idea of what 
it means to be a Californian in an age 
of climate change and political unrest.

Steyer spoke at a meeting of the 
group 350 Mono at the Mono Inn on 
Tuesday, September 13 and caught 
up with The Sheet for a few minutes 
after he’d mixed a little business with 
pleasure—Steyer had just bagged Pol-
emonium Peak. He’s on a mission to 
summit every 14,000 foot peak in the 
Sierra, and was feeling sore but happy 
to have notched another off the list. 

The 59-year-old father of four was a 
hedge fund manager in San Francisco 
for years, where he (literally) made his 
billion. In 2010, Steyer and his wife, Kat 
Taylor, pledged to contribute most of 
their wealth to charitable causes dur-
ing their lifetimes.

Steyer has now dedicated his life 
to fighting for the rights of California 
farm workers, fighting the tobacco in-
dustry, and addressing climate change. 
He helped to gather more than 20,000 
signatures in support of SB 32 and AB 
197, which address greenhouse gases 
and climate change. He’s also fighting 
to defeat presidential candidate Don-
ald Trump—he’s run several popular 
ads against the real estate mogul. 

TOM STEYER VISITS EAST SIDE
Billionaire activist talks water, oil, politics and climbing with The Sheet
By Rea

In April, he launched a $25 million 
campaign to get out the youth vote in 
battleground states. 

Sheet: You were a hedge fund man-
ager, and now you’re a climate and 
social justice activist. Why the shift?

Steyer: The funny thing is that I 
started the shift in 2002. Having my 
own business and having four little 
kids, I was pretty busy. But I was aware 
enough to think that George W. Bush 
was going to turn out to be devas-
tatingly bad for the U.S. I thought, 
‘He’s going to send us back 25 years.’ 
However busy I am at work, and trying 
to bring my family up…I’ve got to be 
participating in a much more active 

way.
Sheet: You discussed water rights 

with folks in the Mono Basin, which 
sends a good deal of its water to Los 
Angeles. You live in San Francisco, 
another city that gets most of its water 
from the Sierra. What’s your opinion of 
the dynamic between these big cities 
and their water sources?

Steyer: The water issue is one that 
people care an awful lot about…We’re 
obviously seeing a very dry Sierra after 
these years of drought. We’ve lost a 
lot of trees and are going to lose a lot 
more. There’s a big question in the 
state in general about how to collect 
and distribute water. Different parts 
of the state see it differently. People 
who live in the Sierra are confronted 
with the natural world very directly 
on a daily basis, it’s very hard to live 
here and not be aware of how the land 
looks, the health of the trees, precipita-
tion, snowpack…I think what’s going 
on to a very large extent is that the 
cities are becoming aware that the tra-
ditional water use is probably going to 
have to change. People are…collecting 
[water] more carefully, using it more 
effectively. It’s up to us to try to be as 
self-sufficient as possible.

Sheet: You’re a proponent of clean 
energy, especially when it comes to 
burning fossil fuels. California is a very 
diverse state—we have these huge 
metropoles and then so much rural 

land. How do we all agree on things 
when our state is so diverse? 

Steyer: I think we’re going to wind up 
with a new vision of what California 
looks like. To a large extent we’ve had 
a vision of California built around the 
car. As we get more and more people…
this has some ramifications for Mono 
and Inyo [counties]. We’re going to 
come up with a new way of thinking 
about how population is organized 
around cities…[It’s interesting in 
Mono County] how little of the land is 
privately owned. In a sense you’re go-
ing to have lots and lots of open space 
relative to population size…I think the 
way we’re going relate to each other 
and the land is changing.

Sheet: There are rumors you’re mull-
ing a run for governor. Any comment 
about that?

Steyer: I have always said I will work 
on the issues that I really care about 
after November 8, but I haven’t figured 
out the best way to do it because I 
don’t know what’s going to happen. It’s 
very hard to say how these elections 
are going to turn out... If they turn out 
in a way that reflects forward-thinking 
ideas, and reflects the hopes and 
dreams of California [we may move 
forward], but I don’t know if that will 
happen. Between now and November 
8 will be working hard to make sure 
that happens.
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Photos By BodineSECOND ANNUAL JUNE LAKE JAM FEST A SUCCESS

The second annual June Lake Jam Fest 
brought a crowd to Gull Lake Park on 
Saturday, September 10 for a full day 
of music, food and brews featuring local 
and visiting bands that delighted the 
crowd. 
Photos, clockwise from top left: Willow, 4 
and Brady 2 chase bubbles; Jim Richard 
of Mono Lake “dances” with his 5-foot 
hula hoop. The crowd gave him plenty 
of room; Strawberry Moon rockin’ it; 
Dahlia Blau (l) and Ellen Chamberlin 
(r) of Mammoth volunteered at the fest; 
a local favorite Groove Session rocked 
the crowd. From left; Manny Sanchez, 
drums, Ronnie Sanchez, bass, Sarven 
Manguiat, guitar and manager Ron 
Sanchez; 
Some local ladies smile for the camera. 
From left; Cindy Nino, Rena McCullogh 
of the wildly popular Ohana’s 395 food 
truck, and Patricia Holla. 
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All across the Sierra, climbers, 
hikers, and folks just barbecuing 
in their backyards have noticed 

an unusually high number of western 
yellowjackets—often known colloqui-
ally as “meat bees,” for their propen-
sity to hover around hot dogs. 

“I heard they were so bad in Tahoe 
that campers have no choice but to eat 
inside their cars,” wrote Robert Joki, 
who runs the Twin Lakes Gallery in 
Mammoth.

Vespula pensylvanica is actually a 
wasp native to North America, accord-
ing to Jeff Holmquist, a research scien-
tist with the White Mountain Research 
Station. He says that folks have indeed 
noticed a boom in the insect’s popula-
tion this year, and that things seem to 
be even worse on the west side of the 
Sierra. However, he says, this is also 
the time of year when the yellowjack-
ets are most noticeable. 

“In a yellowjacket colony, through 
most of the spring and summer, 
they’re producing workers who do all 
the grunt work,” Holmquist told The 
Sheet. “They’re foraging for nectar 
and meat, which is when they end up 
on your hot dog.” The colony reaches 
its peak in August and September, 
he said, and then it begins to decline 
while queens stop producing workers 
and focus on producing more queens 
and males, which then leave the nest 
and mate. Queens are the only mem-
bers of the colony who will survive the 
winter.

“I use the movie ‘Alien’ as an ex-
ample,” said Holmquist, who studies 
insects as indicators of the health of 
larger ecosystems and often teaches 
school children about their life cycles. 
“Sigourney Weaver goes into this state 
of suspended animation, and that’s es-
sentially what is known as ‘diapause,’” 
or a sort of insect hibernation.”

One possible explanation for the 
population boom is that more queens 
are making it through the Sierra win-
ters as they become warmer and drier. 

“The most vulnerable time for the 
colony is during the winter, when the 
queens are in diapause, and in the 
spring, when the colony is depleted 
and trying to rebuild,” he said. If the 
spring is too wet or cold, the colony 
may not survive or may not grow as 
large as it could. He said that most 
colonies number in the hundreds of 
individuals, but that in extreme cases 
they can contain up to 5,000 insects. 
Lynn Kimsey, a professor of Entomol-
ogy at UC Davis, told the Tahoe-area 
Sierra Sun newspaper that in warm 
climates, the insect colonies can grow 
to terrifying proportions. In Hawaii, 
where they are considered invasive, 
“The colonies become perennial, not 
annual, and they never die…They 
found a colony that was 6 feet long 
by 3 feet and had more than 5 million 
workers,” Kimsey told the Sun. 

Western yellowjackets typically nest 
in the ground, but can be found in 
trees and even in rocky holes, much to 
the chagrin of rock climbers. 

“The worst I ever got stung was 
when I was climbing and stuck my 
hand into a perfect fist jam, and there 
was a nest inside” Holmquist told The 
Sheet. Although yellowjackets can bite, 

By Rea

BEE AWARE
“Meat bees,” which are actually wasps, are the bane of the Sierra this year. Why so many?

FOR DETAILS ABOUT TRAIL DAYS:
Visit mltpa.org

E-mail traildays@mltpa.org
Call (760) 914-1769

PLEASE DRESS FOR TRAIL WORK!

LAKES BASIN
CLEANUP

Volunteers of all ages and
abil i t ies are welcome!

SATURDAY, SEPT 17
8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Join the Mammoth Lakes
Chamber of Commerce and
the Eastern Sierra Nordic Ski
Association for the annual 
Lakes Basin Cleanup!

Come celebrate our 8th season! 

TRAIL DAYS
MAMMOTH LAKES TRAIL SYSTEM
2016  SUMMER OF STEWARDSHIP
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The western yellowjacket, also known as a 
“meat bee,” is native to the United States. 

The European paper wasp, entering a nest 
at Convict Lake, is non-native but can be 
mistaken for both yellowjackets and bees.

Holmquist said, usually they’ll clamp 
on to meat (be it a human hand or a 
caterpillar) and sting. Their stingers 
lack barbs, so they can sting repeat-
edly. They inject venom into prey to 
bring it back to their hungry larvae 
within the colony, growing ever more 
yellowjackets. Also, Holmquist said, 
this time of year they start turning 
from searching out proteins to sniff-
ing for carbohydrates, in order to feed 
the future queens. As the air cools, he 
said, the workers begin to suffer as the 
attention shifts to the queens. 

“The few remaining workers are re-
ally desperate,” Holmquist said. “You 
know we call them meat bees be-
cause they like to take a piece of your 

hamburger, [but in the fall] they’re 
desperate for carbohydrates, sugars. 
Essentially, that’s when they start get-
ting into your soft drink at the picnic. 
That’s when we get stung on the lip. 
We should call them ‘soda bees’ in the 
fall.” 

Though this most recent Sierra 
winter was wetter than the past few, 
and the spring was chilly and wet, 
Holmquist said, there are other factors 
that can affect how many yellowjack-
ets are present in the fall. Parasites 
and fungi can play a role, he said, and 

the hypothesis that several warm, dry 
winters have simply produced more 
colonies is plausible. There also may 
be an “overarching” cycle of popula-
tion booms and busts, but it’s not as 
predictable as, say, the ubiquitous Pan-
dora moth, which appears in droves in 
the Sierra every two years, like clock-
work. 

“I don’t think the yellowjackets 
cycling is as fine tuned as [the Pandora 
moth], I don’t think it’s that predict-
able, either.”

Holmquist also made mention that 
many people might not just be seeing 
yellowjackets, but rather the non-
native European Paper Wasp, which 
build delicate nests in trees rather than 
in holes. 

“They look a lot like a yellowjacket at 
first glance, but a lot of the reports are 
actually paper wasps, which are really 
cranking up in terms of numbers and 
being a problem,” he said. 

Though they’re irksome to us hu-
mans, other animals benefit from their 
presence. The robber fly, Holmquist 
said, is harmless to humans but feeds 
on yellowjackets. Ryan Leahy, a wildlife 
biologist in Yosemite National Park, 
said he’d also noticed a great many 
more of the insects this year, but that “I 
have also seen a huge number of these 
ground nests predated upon by bears 
while hunting this year, so they aren’t 
all bad.” 
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BARS & MUSIC TOWN STUFF

CALENDAR PAGES SPONSORED BY:

Happy Hour/
Outlaw Saloon. 4-7 p.m. daily and all 
night on Mondays.
Roberto’s 4-6 p.m. Mon.-Thurs.
Austria Hof. 4-7 p.m. Sun.-Thurs.
Fri.-Sat. 4-6 p.m.
Whitebark Restaurant Bar & Lounge 
Unwind with daily drink and food 
specials 4-6 p.m. Half price sushi 
Mondays. 
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour 5-7 
p.m. daily and all day Sunday. $5 
dollar menu items, drink specials. 
Happy Hour @ Sushi Rei. 5-6 p.m. 
daily. Half off apps and $5 hand roll 
+small sake . Sundays are all-night 
happy hour. 
Happy Hour @ The Bistro at 
Snowcreek, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Mon.-Sat.
Mammoth Tavern Happy Hour 
Tuesday-Sunday 3:30-5 p.m. Closed 
Mondays.
Smokeyard weekend Happy Hour 
4-6 p.m. in the bar only.
Side Door Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m. 
Fridays: Half off Moscow and 
Kentuky Mules. Saturday and Sunday: 
Bottomless mimosas 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Mammoth’s famous Slocums Happy 
Hour 4-6 p.m. 
Giovanni’s Happy Hour, daily 4-6 
p.m. Large pizza and a pitcher of beer 
gets you free wings.
Lakanuki Happy Hour daily 4:30-
10:30 p.m., $4 margaritas, Mai Tais 
and food discounts. Sunday Club 
Nights with DJ Night Audit. Happy 
Hour drink specials 10 p.m.- close.
Rock Creek Lakes Resort, Friday and 
Saturday, 3-5 p.m. with a happy hour 
menu. 
Tamarack Lodge, Joe Gray Jr. at the 
Baby Grand Friday and Saturday, 
5:30-9:30 p.m.  
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill, 
Daily Happy Hour, 3-6 p.m. $1 off 
draft beers, $2 off wine, $4 well 
drinks, $2 off specialty drinks. 
The Monkey Bar Restaurant hosts 
their Happy Hour from 3-6 p.m. and 
10-12 p.m. every day. Food & drink 
specials including a $5 Mai-Tai.  

Sept. 16-17/
Cosmic Bowling at Mammoth Rock ‘n 
Bowl. 9 p.m. to close. See ad, p. 6. 

Friday, Sept. 16/
Johnny Love Band plays Rafters, 10 
p.m. 21 and over. 

Sunday, Sept. 18/ 
Members of the Felici Trio and their 
students present an afternoon of 
music at the Tioga Mobil Mart. 3:00- 
6:00 p.m. Free. 

Monday, Sept. 19/
Open Mic night @ Rafters. 9 p.m. 

Tuesday, Sept. 20/
Karaoke at Rafters. Show off your 
pipes. 9 p.m. Free. 

Wednesday, Sept. 21/
Wine Wednesday at Black Velvet 
Coffee. Free tasting with purchase of 
a bottle, and a free waffle with tasting. 
7 p.m. 

Sept. 22-23/
Ease Up play Rafters on their Return 
to Sender tour. 10 p.m. 21 and over. 

Monday, Sept. 26/
Bowling ‘n Beats @ Mammoth Rock 
‘n Bowl starting 8 p.m. See ad, p. 6. 

September 16-18/
Millpond Music Festival in Bishop. 
Sweetwater String Band, Joe Craven, 
Idle Hands, Fiddlin Pete, and more. 
Info and tix: www.inyo.org/music/
millpond.
Mammoth Kamikaze Bike Games 
at Mammoth Mountain continue 
through this weekend. Visit www.
kamikazebikegames.com for info. See 
story, pages 8-9. 

Friday, Sept. 16/
Snacks and Art Friday @ Mammoth 
Lakes Library: Make your own 
Pinata. Ages 10 and up welcome. 
Warning: This is a messy art project. 
12:30 p.m. 
MHS Football hosts Silver Valley @ 
Gault-McClure Stadium. Time: 6 p.m. 

Sept. 17-18/
1st annual Eastern Sierra Kite 
Festival in Walker @ the Antelope 
Valley Fire Dept. on Larson Lane. 
10 a.m. ‘til 4 p.m. each day. Info: 
530.828.0826
Heritage Tour: Bodie and Aurora 
with the Bodie Foundation. Saturday: 
Tour Bodie and Sunday: Tour 
Aurora, Bodie’s sister city. Tix: www.
bodiefoundation.org. 

Saturday, Sept. 17/
Mammoth Trail Days Lakes Basin 
Clean-up. Meet @ Horsehoe Lake 
parking lot. 8:30 a.m. Visit www.mltpa.
org for info. 
11’053’ Full Moon Party at Mammoth 
Mountain. Ride the Panorama 
Gondola to the top of the Sierra, 
watch the sun set and the full 
moon rise. Tix: $29 for adult/youth/
senior. $15 for Cali4nia passholders. 
Kids 12 & under free. Visit www.
mammothmountain.com for info. See 
ad, p. 4. 
Obsidian Dome hike with ESIA. 
Explore the place where many Paiute 
Indians gathered obsidian for tools. 
Meet at Obsidian Dome parking lot at 
10:30 a.m. Please RSVP with Jonathan 
Silva 760.920.1163.

Sunday, Sept. 18/
Mono County Sheriff Search and 
Rescue Fundraiser @ Snowcreek 
Golf Course. Check in 7:30 a.m. with 
breakfast, tee off at 9 a.m. To play: 
Call Heidi 760.709.6251 or heidi@
heidivetter.com. To donate: Call Dan 
760.709.1515 or mammothdog@gmail.
com. Info: www.monosar.org.
Deer Lakes Hike with the Sierra Club. 
12 mile trip, with the highest point 
being Duck Pass, 11,215’. Meet 8 a.m. 
Mammoth Lakes Union Bank. Contact 
Melissa 760.937.0499 or melissas1@
verizon.net.
MLC Mining the Past through 
binoculars. Meet at Mono Lake 
Bookstore in Lee Vining. For info, call 
760.647.6595.

Sept. 19-20/
Sierra Classic Theatre Murder 
Mystery Auditions. Find out what 
the next play is about either Monday 
or Tuesday, 6-8 p.m. at the Edison 
Theatre. Show opens Nov. 2.

Monday, Sept. 19/
The Inyo Associates resume 
meeting after their annual summer 
hiatus. Time: 5:30 p.m. Location: 
Independence Legion Hall. 
Construction begins at Mammoth 
Hospital for new parking lot. See 
sidebar, next page. 

Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers
DODGE SUING LA RAMS FOR NOT 
BEING TOUGH, RUINING BRAND 

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

• Chicken & Beef Teriyaki
• Tempura • Tonkatsu • Sukiyaki
• Calamari • Sushi
• Full Service Cocktail Bar
   & Lounge

760-872-4801
Open at 5 p.m.

635 N. Main St. 
Bishop

25 years of experience

         japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar

BUY AN AD NOW
Your ad here makes you $$$ 
        Know why?
        People read...

Call June 937.3967
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District 4 Debate 

The election isn’t over yet!  The 
election for Supervisor of Mono 
County District 4, that is.

District 4 covers a large land area 
from Walker-Coleville in the north of 
the County to Mammoth Lakes in the 
south-central part of Mono.  

Mammoth Lakes comprises about 
30 percent of the district’s voters. 

After the June primary, no 
candidate received more than fifty 
percent of the vote, but challenger 
John Peters and incumbent Tim Fesko 
garnered enough votes to move to a 
run-off in November. 

The Event Center is proud 
to announce the second of its 
“Candidates’ Debates”, which will 
showcase the candidates running 
for District Four. Dump fees, law 
enforcement, County facilities, you 
name it, whatever you, the voter, 
are interested in, will be the subject 
of discussion and spirited back and 
forth between the candidates. The 
big debate will be held Sept. 20, 2016 
beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the Sierra 
Event Center on the second floor of 
the Sierra Center Mall. 

Community Concert Series 

The Bishop Community 
Concerts Association has been 
providing Bishop with quality live 
entertainment for over 65 years.

This year’s concert series begins 
September 22 with George Kahn’s 
“Jazz and Blues Revue.” 

All concerts begin at 7 p.m. at 
Bishop Union High School in the 
Dorothy Joseph Auditorium.

A six-concert 2016-2017 season 
membership costs just $75.

This year’s lineup: 
Geo. Kahn’s – “Jazz & Blues Revue” 

-Thursday, September 22, 2016.
Brandon Ridenour Classical 

Trumpet & Pianist -Wednesday, 
October 12, 2016.

Firebird Balalaika Ensemble 
-Colorful Russian Music – Thursday, 
November 17, 2016.

Alina Kiryayeva, Ukrainian Classical 
Pianist – Tuesday, January 31, 2017.

“LIFEsong” from Vanguard 
University Mixed Double Quartet & 
Pianist – Monday, March 13, 2017.

“The Folk Collection” Classic Folk 
Songs of the ‘60s – Monday, April 3, 
2017.

More info: www.bishopcca.org. 

Old Mammoth Road rehab

Partial lane closures and traffic 
delays are set to occur on Old 
Mammoth Road from Main Street 
to Sherwin Creek Road. Expect 
delays along Old Mammoth Road 
and accesses to and from local 
businesses. Access will be provided 
to local businesses at all times. For all 
other vehicular traffic, please detour 
around Old Mammoth Road when 
possible.

Work will be continue until October 
2016 and affect vehicular traffic and 
local businesses. 

If you require further information 
or have issues during the 
construction please feel free to 

TOWN STUFF UPCOMING 
Tuesday, Sept. 20/
Geoffrey Tabin, M.D. keynote speaker, 
will share his experiences with the 
Himalayan Cataract Project to kick 
off the International Disaster and 
Austere Medicine Conference. Hosted 
by Mammoth Meidcal Missions. 
Mammoth Brewing Co. 7-9 p.m. 
David Carle, author of “Water and 
the California Dream,” speaks at 
Cerro Coso. Sponsored by the Sierra 
Club. Room 214 at the Mammoth 
Lakes campus. 6:45 p.m. More info: 
Mike and Mary 805.217.5563.
Mono County District Four debate 
with candidates Tim Fesko and John 
Peters. Time: 6 p.m. Location: Sierra 
Event Center inside the Sierra Center 
Mall in Mammoth. More info: See 
sidebar this page. 
NIH: New Mom Support Group. 
10-11 a.m. 2957 Birch St. Bishop. Call 
760.873.2191 for info.  
Lee Vining Library Open House. 
3:30-5:00 p.m. Refreshments, book 
signings, et. al. Bring seeds to donate 
to their seed bank. 

Wednesday, Sept. 21/
Mammopth Lakes Town Council 
meets. 6 p.m. Suite Z, Minaret Mall. 

Thursday, Sept. 22/
Hidden Lake Hike with the Sierra 
Club. Meet at ML Union Bank at 4:40. 
Contact Sally 760.218.0083.

Sept. 23-25/
Oktoberfest in the Village at 
Mammoth. Celebrate with beer, brats 
and music from Bayern Maiden. 
Friday: Rocktoberfest. Saturday: 
Game day with MLFD including log 
sawing, stein holding, keg toss and 
tug-of-war. Sunday: Kindergarten 
presented by Mono Council for the 
Arts. 

AT THE MOVIES

Minaret Cinemas                    

Sully (PG-13): Starring Tom Hanks and directed by Clint Eastwood, the story 
of captain who saved 155 lives by landing a plane in the Hudson River after it 
lost power. 

Hell or High Water (R): Bank-forecloses-on-family-ranch heist film, with cow-
boy hats. 

Customer appreciation night returns Tuesdays. All seats $6, food/drink specials 
Info: www.mammothlakesmovies.com/760.934.3131. 

CALENDAR PAGES SPONSORED BY:

Military Outdoors Weekend, a 
2-night backpack trip open to U.S. 
Service Members and Veterans. 
Starts near Kennedy Meadows on 
Saturday. Food and guide services at 
no cost to participant. Contact Fran 
760.873.6500 or fran.hunt@sierraclub.
org. 

Saturday, Sept. 24/
Mammoth Storytelling Festival @ 
Hayden Cabin, 5489 Sherwin Creek 
Rd. 12-4 p.m. Suggested donation: $10 
for adults and $5 for kids. See sidebar, 
this page.  
National Public Lands Day with 
Friends of the Inyo and the Eastern 
Sierra 4-Wheel Drive Club, in 
partnership with the Inyo National 
Forest. In memory of memory 
of James Wilson and Dick Noles, 
volunteer work will take place on 
Black Canyon Road in the White 
Mountains to open access on the 
road. Breakfast provided, bring lunch 
and lots of water. Meet 8 a.m. junction 
of Warm Springs Rd. and Poleta Rd. 
Info: ben@friendsoftheinyo.org. 

Monday, Sept. 26/
Bishop City Council Meeting, 6 p.m. 
@ City Council Chambers. 

Tuesday, Sept. 27/
Meet and Greet the Democratic 
candidates for U.S. Congress Dr. Rita 
Ramirez and Ca. Assembly Robert 
Carabas. Cerro Coso College, 4 to 6 
p.m.
Bishop Planning Commission meets 
in Bishop Council Chambers. 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, Sept. 28/
Parks and Recreation commission 
meeting, 5:15, Council Chambers, 
Bishop. 

contact: Jamie Robertson, Assistant 
Engineer at 760.965.3653.

Mammoth Storytelling Festival

The Mammoth Museum at Hayden 
Cabin presents its first Mammoth 
Storytelling Festival on Satuday, 
September 24. 

Event is sponsored by the Southern 
Mono Historical Society. All ages, 
begins at 12:00 p.m. and ends around 
4:00 p.m. Requested donation: $10 for 
adults and $5 for children.

Also the closing weekend of the 
Hayden Cabin Mammoth Museum.

Come prepared for variable 
weather. 5489 Sherwin Creek Rd. For 
more information, contact Lesley 
at 760.934.6918 or lesleybruns@
outlook.com, or check out www.
mammothmuseum.org. 

Intervalley Shuttle from Reds 
Meadow to Devils Postpile

The Eastern Sierra Transit Authority 
(ESTA) will run a complimentary 
weekend intervalley shuttle service 
this fall, continuing through the 
Columbus Day weekend.  

The intervalley shuttle will run from 
the parking area at Reds Meadow 
Resort to Devils Postpile from 10:00 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Saturdays and 
Sundays. The Devils Postpile parking 
lot will be closed during this time 
and visitors will be directed to park at 
Reds Meadow Resort and take the bus 
to the Devils Postpile. 

Mission fundraiser in Crowley

Paula Friedrichsen and three others 
are taking a trip in January 2017 to 
Cape Town, South Africa to serve 
a local pastor there at his church 
and also in his outreach ministries. 
To help fund the trip, a large yard 
sale fundraiser at the Church on 
the Mountain in Crowley Lake will 
take place this Saturday from 7 a.m. 
‘til 1 p.m. To make donations to the 
yard sale, contact Wes French at 
760.937.5261. 

Mammoth Hospital construction

Mammoth Hospital will be starting 
construction on a new employee 
parking lot beginning Monday, 
September 19 on the North Side of 
campus adjacent to the Orthopedic 
and Physical Therapy Clinics.  

Construction is expected to last 
from four to six weeks and will 
allow more convenient parking 
for Mammoth Hospital patients.  
Please be advised that earth-moving 
equipment, dump trucks and other 
construction vehicles will be very 
active. It is recommended to avoid the 
construction zone if possible.  Please 
excuse any dust and noise that may 
result as contractors will be doing 
their best to minimize impact for the 
general public.

Construction on the new parking 
lot is expected to be completed by 
the November 1.  In the meantime, 
your cooperation with personnel 
and attention to safety is much 
appreciated!
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                        NO CLASS-IFIEDS
Help Wanted Help Wanted

Sierra Employment Services, Inc is 
hiring for the following positions

Bilingual Cashier- B $10/hr 
General Laborers -B,M $12-$16/hr

 PT/FT Housekeepers-B,M$12-$15/hr
Account Clerk II-M $19.63-$26.15/hr
Staffing Coordinator-B,M $14-$16/hr
Apprentice Carpenters-M $18-$30/hr

Bilingual Receptionist-B,M $12-$15/hr
Call 760-924-0523 or 760-873-8599

 
See our full job list online 

www.SierraEmployment.com

Help Wanted! We need FULL TIME 
BAKERS at Stellar Brew. You must be self 
motivated and love to bake. Some experi-
ence is nice, even if it’s not professional. 
Also, Sierra Bounty Produce is looking 
for someone to drive the van and do the 
produce pick up on Mondays. Plan on 
committing 6 hours on Mondays until the 
end of September. EMAIL stellarbrew@
gmail.com If you are interested, or bring a 
resume to Stellar Brew!

Housekeeping  position available at the 
Austria Hof Lodge. Call 760.934.2764 or 
drop off resume at 924 Canyon Blvd.

Mammoth Car Rental/Hertz: Looking 
for someoneHiring for full time year round 
positions. Please inquire with Tom at 760. 
934-3399. 

Mammoth Chevron: Seeking respon-
sible individuals. Job offers attactive wage, 
commensurate with experience. Currently 
hiring for Mechanic, day & night shift with 
some counter help. This can be a year 
round position. Please inquire with Tom at 
760.934-3399.

PERSONALS

NOTICES

Housekeepers  ($11)
Cooks
Dishwashers
Maintenance Worker

Please complete an application at 
164 Old Mammoth Rd.
or e-mail pl@thelandingtahoe.com

Bleu Handcrafted Foods is HIRING! 
Looking for someone to join our amazing 
team at Bleu with a passion for food, wine, 
charcuterie and great customer service! 
Food and beverage experience a must! An 
oppotunity to learn more about the craft of 
Artisan Bread Baking is also avalable. Full 
or part-time available. Hourly plus tips. 
Send reumes to theresabrocia@yahoo.com 
or call 760.709-6689

P/T Counter-Delivery Person  Must 
have clean driving record. Flexible sched-
ule including weekends and holidays. Pick 
up application and job description at 3280 
Main Street, Mammoth Lakes.

Hotel seeking front desk agent/night 
audit position Must be available to work 
graveyard shifts. 16-32 hours per week. 
Perfect if you already have a part time job 
and are looking to pick up extra shifts. 
Must be able to work most weekends & 
holidays. Hospitality experience is a plus 
but not required.Starting hourly ranges 
based on experience. Please deliver re-
sume in person or pick up application at 
Sierra Lodge located at 3540 Main Street 
or send to info@sierralodge.com

Like the outdoors? Good at Sales?The 
5th Annual Fly Fishing Faire has a short 
term position (now until Oct. 1) for an ac-
tive sales person who wants to share their 
love of the outdoors and their Eastern 
Sierra community. We need someone 
who is able to place posters and flyers 
throughout the region and who will also 
acquire local sponsors for the Faire. Mile-
age +commission. If you are a self-starter 
and love interacting with people, this may 
be the job for you. Please contact Connie 
818.203.8922 or Michael 818.601.9702 
with any questions.

Smokeyard in the Village at Mammoth 
has a few openings in all positions. Stop 
by in person or email resumes to info@
smokeyard.com. 

Temporary Snow Removal Operators
$20.79/hour. The Town of Mammoth 
Lakes is looking for Snow Removal Opera-
tors for the upcoming winter season! If 
you have a valid California Class B license, 
experience operating heavy equipment, 
and want to secure a temporary job with 
full time hours for the winter, this job 
is for you. For more information on the 
position and how to apply, visit www.
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 

Ice Rink Staff
The Town is looking for full-time and 
part-time seasonal Ice Rink Facilities Staff 
and an Assistant Site Coordinator, to work 
midweek,weekends, evenings, and /or 
holidays. With flexible hours, these posi-
tions are ideal for people who are look-
ing to pick up extra work for the winter 
season. visit www.townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov. for more information.

Great family home in June Lake. Quiet, 
amazing views. 2 BDR, 2 BA, Loft. Dog 
run. Pellet stove. Close to June Mountain 
for skiing. Easy access to lakes, streams 
and hiking. Pet deposit. $2,100/month. 
Address: 130 Nevada Street. Call Pat @ 
760.709.2119. 

Clean, quiet partially furnished studio 
apt. in Mammoth Slopes, $695/mo., 1 per-
son rate, lease, N/S, N/P, low utilities, first, 
last & security. Call 760.934.9451.

Three Light and Bright, beautifully fur-
nished 1 BDR units available for rent from 
now until Dec. 15th. Upper units, very 
modern, custom lounge sofa, stainless 
steel appliances.Dishwasher, microwave, 
oven, etc. DirecTV, fast wifi and all other 
utilities included in the rent. Absolutely 
N/S and N/P.  $1,400 per unit. Will con-
sider any timeframe within this period. 
Contact Nate Hunter 310.748.4506, or 
nate@cityloancorp.com. 

Unfurnished 3 BDR, 2.5 BA plus small 
loft between The Village and Canyon 
Lodge. Call Troy 760.920.3304.               

Fantastic Storage/ Show Room/ Shop, 
Corner Unit. Best Location in Industrial 
Park. Approx. 1,400 SF. 58 Commerce 
Drive. 760.934.4583

The Hilton Creek Community Services 
District is interested in hearing
from people who can provide snow re-
moval services on some private
roads in the district and at the sewer 
treatment plant for the 2016/2017
snow season. The snow removal equip-
ment would need to be located
in Crowley Lake for the season, and snow 
removed prior to 7:00 a.m.
and when there is a 2” accumulation or 
more. If you are interested,
or for further information, please contact 
the General Manager at
(760) 935-4500 before October 10, 2016.

SiElect Supply has an opening for a full 
time Sales Associate!

We are seeking a enthusiastic, profes-
sional individual with a strong back-
ground in Parts Counter sales and a basic 
knowledge of residential & commercial 
electrical equipment, supplies and re-
lated products. 

Duties include: Customer Service and
sales, lifting (up to 50lbs), stocking of 
shelves and materials. Note: Driver’s 
license “required” Forklift experience is 
helpful!        

SiElect Supply offers a competitive 
hourly pay rate w/sales commissions + 
health benefits and 401k for qualified full 
time employees. 

Apply in person or Submit resume to:
SiElect Supply
Attn: Darren or Binky
590 South Main Street 
Bishop, Ca. 93514

(760) 873-5877 

Mammoth Brewing Co. is is looking for 
an Office Administrator to join our dy-
namic team. Responsibilities include A/P 
and A/R management, clerical & admin-
istrative duties and employee & customer 
relations. 

Position is located in our distribution 
office near Mammoth Airport. Must be 
self-motivated and team player, with 
experience in QuickBooks a huge plus. $21 
-$25/per hour depending on experience, 
plus benefits and Beer Bux. Go to http://
mammothbrewingco.com/employment 
for more information. 

For Rent

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Mikes Safe & Lock

Mike Abbott
65 Mountain Blvd. P.O. Box 100-PMB 110
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by an Individual 
The registrant has not yet begun to trans-
act business under the fictitious business 
name listed herein. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on August 29, 2016     
File Number 16-124
2016-0136  (9/03, 9/10, 9/17, 9/24)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Neubauer Construction , Inc.

53 Sierra Manor Road  P.O. Box 3579
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a corpora-
tion.
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on June 03, 2016 . 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on August 26,2016        
File Number 16-123
2016-0140  ( 9/10, 9/17, 9/24, 10/1)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

High Sierra Brine Shrimp Inc.

 
54873 HWY 395 P.O. Box 640
Lee Vining, CA 93541

This business is conducted by a corpora-
tion.
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on Jan. 15,2016.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on August 30, 2016         
File Number 16-126
2016-0132  (9/03, 9/10, 9/17, 9/24)

Help Wanted
IMACA JOB OPENINGS Inyo Mono 

Advocates for Community Action, Inc. 
(IMACA) has the following open position:

Position: CCC Bilingula Receptionist/
Administrative Assistant

Department: Community Connection 
for children

Location: Mammoth Lakes
Salary & Status: $12.21 - $13.15  DOQ- 

20 hrs/wk; non-exempt
Partial Benefits- Vacation, Sick, Holi-

days
Open: September 17, 2016
Closing: September 30, 2016 by 5:00 pm

Application forms and job descrip-
tions are available at: 137 E. South Street, 
Bishop, Ca. 93514 or on line at www.
imaca.net Applicants must complete an 
IMACA application form. INYO MONO 
ADVOCATES FOR COMMUNITY AC-
TION, INC. IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
EMPLOYER.

Surefoot Mammoth is hiring for the up-
coming winter season! Seeking passionate 
skiers to fill multiple full-time bootfitter/ 
sales associate positions. We offer com-
petitive pay and a season pass with time 
to use it. Must have excellent customer 
service skills and be able to work in a fast 
paced work environment. This is a great 
opportunity to learn an important skill in 
the ski industry. Email resume to Mam-
moth@surefoot.com or stop by the store 
in the Village at Mammoth to grab an 
application. 
1849 Condos has IMMEDIATE JOB 
OPENINGS. Seeking a Condo inspector/ 
Assistant who aids manager in inspecting 
condos for arrivals and departures. Also 
assists in day-to-day operations. ALSO 
HIRING HOUSEKEEPERS! Competitive 
hourly wage. Great Work environment
Become part of our “family!” Come fill out 
an application Today or email resume to 
housekeeping@1849condos.com 
1849 Condos is located at 826 Lakeview 
Blvd. 760.934.7525 1849 Condos Rentals

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Alpenglow Business Services 

Jennifer Chase
200 Waterford Rd. P.O. Box 1464
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by an Individual 
The registrant has not yet begun to trans-
act business under the fictitious business 
name listed herein. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on August 12, 2016     
File Number 16-112
2016-0144  (9/17, 9/24, 10/1, 10/8)

I hope to see you ... at the Milfpond 
Music Festival. Let’s both pretend we’re 
20 years younger, have no responsibili-
ties, and don’t carry that extra 25 pounds 
around our waists. 

In search of ... a little action at Milf-
pond. Am worried I’ll end up in bed with 
On Golden Pond. 

I wish you ... good luck in building the 
Taj Mahal. Am afraid you’ll build the 
Trump Taj Mahal, which is now scheduled 
for closure. 

Notice is hereby given that on September 7, 2016 the 
Town Council adopted an Ordinance entitled:

ORDINANCE NO. 16-06

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 
TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, STATE OF CALIFOR-
NIA, APPROVING ZONING AMENDMENT 16-002, 
AMENDING MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 17.100.

by the following vote:

AYES: Councilmembers Fernie, Hoff, Sauser, 
Mayor Pro-Tem Wentworth and Mayor Richardson
NOES: None  
ABSENT: None  
ABSTAIN:    None
DISQUALIFICATION:  None 

A certified copy of the complete text of the Ordinance 
is posted and may be read at the Town Offices, Mina-
ret Mall, Old Mammoth Road, Mammoth Lakes, and /
or a copy may be obtained from the office of the Town 
Clerk at a nominal charge.
Dated:  September 8, 2016

JAMIE GRAY, 
Town Clerk
Town of Mammoth Lakes 
TS #2016-0142

Notice of Ordinance
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Notice of Ordinance

Notice of Avail./Public Hearing

  PUBLIC NOTICES 
TO:   Agencies, Organizations, and Interested Parties

SUBJECT:  Notice of Intent to Adopt/Notice of Avail-
ability for the Draft Mammoth Creek Gap Closure 
Project Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

This serves as the Town of Mammoth Lakes (Town) 
Notice of Intent to adopt an Initial Study/ Mitigated 
Negative Declaration for Mammoth Creek Gap 
Closure Project, prepared in accordance with the Cali-
fornia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), State CEQA 
Guidelines and local implementation procedures.

PROJECT TITLE:  Mammoth Creek Gap Closure 
Project

PROJECT LOCATION:  Town of Mammoth Lakes, 
California. The project includes multi-use path im-
provements to the north of Old Mammoth Road from 
Minaret Road to 919 feet east of the Minaret Road and 
Old Mammoth Road intersection. The project will be 
aligned with the Town’s right-of-way and within the 
following assessor parcels: (APN) 040-020-001-000 (2 
Meadow Lane), 040-021-000-000 (96 Meadow Lane), 
and 040-140-003-000 (101 Sherwin Creek Road). 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  The proposed project 
involves the construction of a Class I Multi-use Path 
(MUP) that will be designed to connect to an existing 
MUP on the west side of Minaret Road. The MUP 
will run east-west, approximately paralleling Old 
Mammoth Road on the south side of Mammoth Creek 
and north of Old Mammoth Road. The MUP will be 
10-feet wide and compliant with current Caltrans 
and Americans with Disabilities Act requirements. 
A minimum horizontal clearance of 2-feet will be 
maintained from all obstructions. The MUP will also 
include a maximum cross slope of 2% for drainage, 
while maintaining ADA accessibility. The path will be 
paved with asphalt of sufficient strength to support 
snow removal equipment. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Town of Mam-
moth Lakes proposes to adopt a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration for the above-cited Project.  The Mitigated 
Negative Declaration is based on the finding that 
the Project could not have a significant impact on 
the environment with mitigation measures incor-
porated.  The reasons to support such a finding are 
documented by an Initial Study prepared by the 
Town of Mammoth Lakes.  Copies of the Initial Study, 
the proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration, and 
supporting materials are available for review at the 
Town of Mammoth Lakes Community and Economic 
Development Department, 437 Old Mammoth Road, 
Suite R, Mammoth Lakes, CA, and on-line at http://
www.ci.mammoth-lakes.ca.us/index.aspx?NID=158.  
For questions regarding the Mitigated Negative Decla-
ration, please contact:

Jamie Robertson 
Assistant Engineer
Town of Mammoth Lakes
P.O. Box 1609
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite R
Mammoth Lakes, California 93546
Ph: 760-965-3653
Or via E-mail to: jrobertson@townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov 

PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD: In accordance with the 
State CEQA Guidelines, any comments concerning 
the findings of the proposed Initial Study/ Mitigated 
Negative Declaration must be submitted in writing 
and received by the Town of Mammoth Lakes no 
later than 5:00 p.m. on October 2, 2016, in order to 
be considered prior to the Town’s final determination 
on the project.  Should you decide to challenge this 
Project, you may be limited to the issues raised during 
this public review period.  Please mail or email your 
written comments to Jamie Robertson, Assistant Engi-
neer, Town of Mammoth Lakes, P.O. Box 1609, 437 Old 
Mammoth Road, Suite R, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546; 
or E-mail: jrobertson@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 
Starting Date:  Friday, September 2, 2016  
Ending Date:  Monday, October 2, 2016 

PUBLIC HEARING:  The Town Council will hold a 
public hearing to adopt the Mitigated Negative Decla-
ration.  The public hearing is preliminarily scheduled 
to take place on:

Date:  Wednesday, October 5, 2016 
Time: 6:00 PM
Location: Town Council Chambers/Suite Z
Minaret Village Shopping Center
437 Old Mammoth Road
Mammoth Lakes, California 93546
If you require additional information please contact 
Jamie Robertson at 760-965-3653

TS #2016-00139

Notice is hereby given that on September 7, 2016 the 
Town Council introduced an Ordinance entitled:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 
TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, STATE OF CALIFOR-
NIA, APPROVING ZONING CODE AMENDMENT 
16-001, AMENDING MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 
17.40 (WATER EFFICIENT LANDSCAPE
 REGULATIONS) AND CHAPTER 17.148 (DEFINI-
TIONS). 

A copy of the complete text of the Ordinance is posted 
and may be read at the Town Offices, Minaret Mall, 
Old Mammoth Road, Mammoth Lakes, and/or a copy 
may be obtained from the office of the Town Clerk at a 
nominal charge.

Dated:  September 8, 2016 

JAMIE GRAY, Town Clerk
Town of Mammoth Lakes 

TS #2016-00141

ORDINANCE NO. ORD16-J6
AN URGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE MONO COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AMENDING 
CHAPTERS 7.24 AND 7.28 OF 
THE MONO COUNTY CODE TO PROHIBIT 
FIRES AT COUNTY CAMPGROUNDS 
AND PARKS DURING PERIODS 
OF EXTREME FIRE DANGER

WHEREAS, the use of campfires and open barbecues 
and barbecue pits (collectively referred 
to in these recitals as "open fires"), even those consid-
ered "responsibly tended" greatly increases the 
risk of fire which can result in the loss of life and 
property; and
WHEREAS, visitors and residents frequently have 
open fires within County campgrounds and at 
County-operated parks; and
WHEREAS, Mono County is situated in a dry, high 
desert environment which is highly susceptible to fire 
under normal conditions; and
WHEREAS, due to a prolonged drought and other 
factors, extreme fire hazard conditions exist in Mono 
County this year and for the indefinite future; and
WHEREAS, it is therefore necessary and prudent to 
establish a mechanism whereby the County may pro-
hibit open fires during periods of extreme fire danger, 
such as the present, to reduce the risk of damage to 
life and property; and
WHEREAS, for all of the reasons stated above, it is 
necessary to enact this ordinance as an urgency mea-
sure for the immediate preservation of public health 
and safety;
NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OF THE COUNTY OF MONO ORDAINS that:
SECTION ONE: Section 7.24.040 is hereby added to 
the Mono County Code and shall read as follows:
"7.24.040 County Parks -- Fires
A. No person shall start or maintain an open fire in 
any barbecue, barbecue pit or other location within 
a County park if the Mono County Sheriff, Board of 
Supervisors or the County Public Works Director has 
determined in writing that fire danger in the area 
is extreme and a notice informing the public of the 
prohibition has been posted in a visible location at 
the park where the prohibition is to apply.
B. For purposes of this section, and except as provided 
in subsection C below, the determination of whether 
fire danger is extreme shall be made based on factors 
including but not limited to climate, precipitation, 
and wind forecasts, and may include consultation 
with the chief of the fire protection district in which 
the park(s) are located (if any) and/or with the Na-
tional Forest unit for the region. 
C.. If fires are prohibited at campgrounds within the 
National Forest unit for the region, then it shall be 
presumed that fire danger is extreme. Upon written 
declaration by the Sheriff, Board of Supervisors or 
Public Works Director that fire danger is extreme for 
this reason, signs shall be posted at any County park 
within the covered area informing the public of the 
prohibition.
D. A violation of this section is punishable by a fine 
not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500) or by im-
prisonment in county jail for up to six months, or by 
both that fine and imprisonment.”

SECTION TWO: Subsection C of section 7.28.080 of 
the Mono County Code shall be amended to read as 
follows:
“7.28.080 Rules and Regulations
C.No person shall start or maintain a campfire within 
any County-operated campground if the Mono 
County Sheriff, Board of Supervisors, or the County 
Public Works Director has determined in writing that 
fire danger in the area is extreme and a notice inform-
ing the public of the prohibition has been posted at 
the campground fee station.
1.For purposes of this section, and except as provided 
in subsection 2, the determination of whether fire 
danger is extreme shall be made based on factors 
including but not limited to climate, precipitation, 
and wind forecasts, and may include consultation 
with the chief of the fire protection district in which 
the campground is located (if any) and/or with the 
National Forest unit for the region.
2.If fires are prohibited at campgrounds within the 
National Forest for the region, then it shall be pre-
sumed that fire danger is extreme and, upon written 
declaration by the Sheriff, Board of Supervisors or 
Public Works Director that fire danger is extreme in 
the area, signs shall be posted informing the public of 
the prohibition.
3.A violation of this section is punishable by a fine not 
exceeding five hundred dollars ($500) or by imprison-
ment in county jail for up to six months, or by both 
that fine and imprisonment.”

SECTION THREE: The Board of Supervisors finds 
and declares that this ordinance is necessary for the 
immediate preservation of the health and safety of the 
citizens and residents of Mono County for the follow-
ing reasons:
1.During times of extreme fire danger, campfires and 
other open fires greatly increase the risk of fire which 
can result in the loss of life and property; and
2.Mono County is situated in a windy, dry, high desert 
environment which is highly susceptible to fire under 
normal conditions; and
3.Due to a prolonged drought and other factors it has 
become necessary to immediately restrict campfires 
and other open fires at County campgrounds and/
or parks.
PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 6th  day of  
September  , 2016, by the following vote, to wit:
AYES: Supervisors Alpers , Corless , Fesko, Johnston 
and Stump.

NOES: None
ABSENT: None.
ABSTAIN:None. 
ATTEST: Shannon Kendall 
Clerk of the Board, Assistant
Fred Stump, 
Chair Mono County Board of Supervisors

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Christy Milovich, Deputy

TS #2016-00143

Notice of Ordinance

The NFL is full of s&%t. They talk 
about player safety when all 
they think about is the money. 

The average value of their franchises 
(now estimated at a staggering $2.3 
billion according to Forbes Magazine, 
up 64% from 2014). 

Panther QB Cam Newton got hit in 
the head more times than Nate Diaz 
against Conor McGregor last week. 
And they called one penalty ... and 
that one they didn’t enforce because it 
was offset by another penalty.

That’s like saying you can’t enforce 
the murder charge because the other 
guy was jaywalking at the time.  

I think guys like Cam and Ben 
Roethlisberger get less calls because 
of their big, physical nature. If you hit 
Brady, Rogers, Brees or Manning like 
they hit Cam and Ben you would be 
in prison on assault charges. 

How can you preach player safety 
but let these guys get hammered in 
the head repeatedly? It is hypocrisy. 
It’s stupid. Then they throw a few 
fines out like they care.  

Bronco WR Demaryius Thomas 
won’t catch the ball across the middle 
if you put $1 million bills on it. Have 
you watched this guy? He gets T-Rex 
arms in traffic. 

 The L.A. Rams, who have yet to 
score this season, gave a $10 mil-
lion a year contract to Tavon Austin 
last week. I said it was a gross waste 
of money and proof that the Rams 
should fire the GM and coach. This 
was Austin’s stat line last week. 1 rush 
for 2 yards. 4 receptions for 13 yards. 
Meaning he had 15 more yards total 
than I had sitting on my couch eating 
wings and drinking bourbon on Mon-
day night.  Tavon has the best agent 
in sports other than Carson Palmer’s 
and Sam Bradford’s .

 Two NFL players missed their team 
bus to the stadium last weekend.So 
they had to take Uber to get there. 
Pause for a second and try to guess 
which team they play for. C’mon, 
there’s really only a few options ... yep, 
it was the Bills, coached by Rex Ryan. 

Select picks 

Jets -1.5 v. Bills. Coach Rex Ryan 
has announced he removed his lap 
band to support his brother who 
HAD to have his removed. First of all 
... no one needs to know about his 
lap band. Second of all ... he didn’t 
remove it to support his brother, he 
removed it to support his frequent 
buyer membership at Hoagie World. 
Take the Jets and the over (on the 
hoagies). 

Lions -6 vs Titans. The Titans are 
playing a couple of defensive backs 
the Steelers released ... and the Steeler 
secondary sucks. The Lions will score 
like a guy visiting the Bunny Ranch. 
Unfortunately, they can be scored 
upon as much as Amy Schumer. Take 
the Lions over the Titans and E+QB 
Marcus Marioverrated.

Ravens -6.5 points at Browns. The 
RG III era ended as quickly as George 
Pataki’s presidential bid. Who’s 
George Pataki, you ask? He’s the for-
mer Governor of New York. He could 
also be the new Browns QB by next 
week the way they pass protect. Take 
the Browns plus the points, though.  
The Ravens aren’t 6.5 points better 
than anybody. 

Washington Politicians -3 v. Cow-
boys. Take the ‘Boys plus the points. 
The Cowboys have a dumbass coach-
ing staff. They run rookie QB Dak 
Prescott out there in the preseason 
and let him open up the offense and 
throw the ball around and down the 
field. Then they get to their first game 
and turn him into Chocolate Alex 
Smith and play it safe. This week they 
actually try to throw the ball to WR 
Dez Bryant. 

Giants -5 v. Saints. While the Saints 
can’t stop cheap paint from running, 
they can score their asses off. The Gi-
ants paid a lot of money for some de-
fense in the offseason, but that didn’t 
stop the Cowboy offense in week one. 
Only the Cowboy offensive coordina-
tor could stop ‘em. 

Carolina -13.5 v. Niners. The 
Panthers have a guy named Fozzy 
Whitaker who plays RB. Wasn’t Fozzy 
a Muppet?? Take the Niners plus the 
points. This line seems ridiculous.

Cardinals -6.5 v. Bucs. Take the 
Bucs plus the points. The Carson 
Palmer collapse is in full effect now. I 
have never been a fan of Palmer. He 
is that kid in your neighborhood ev-
eryone knew was spoiled rotten and 
his parents (the media and experts) 
never call him out on anything. He 
deals with adversity like I handle stu-
pid people ... can’t do it. 

Seahawks -6.5 v. Rams. Last week’s 
no-show against the Niners moved 
Ram Coach Jeff Fisher into 3rd place 
on the all-time NFL list ... for LOSSES. 
Usually when you have a great coach 
this can happen because they’ve won 
so many games that they coached 
forever and gathered lots of wins and 
losses. Fisher has won about 4 playoff 
games in 22 years and had maybe 
three winning seasons. They say there 
hasn’t been NFL football in Los Ange-
les for 21 years ... they should say 22. 

The Rams have a rookie QB they 
drafted number one overall and they 
had him as the third-stringer in street 
clothes on Monday. Fisher is doing 
that for ONE reason ... he knows be-
yond a shadow of a doubt he cannot 
develop offensive talent. Putting Goff 
at #3 says “This guy isn’t ready and 
we need time to develop him.” That 
guarantees him another 3 or 4 years 
as coach and if anyone gets fired 
it’s the GM for drafting Goff and not 
Fisher’s fault for not developing him. 
And the GM is too stupid to realize 
the play. Lay the points like you and 
your wife are at a hotel in Mexico with 
a weekend away from the kids.
 

UBER DISCIPLINED 
By Hartley



Libra: To make the most out of this 
blessed next year of your life, please 
make more time to celebrate and 
connect with the people in your 
life. Time with those who’ve been 
there through thick and thin, and 
even with those whom fate was kind  
enough to blow in as you’ve stum-
bled and danced your way through 
life. To help, try making Daft Punk 
your theme music: “Like the legend 
of the phoenix, all ends with begin-
nings. What keeps the planet spin-
ning is the force of love beginning.”
Scorpio: We have recently entered a 
very spiritual period. Being a Scor-
pio, you either already noticed this, 
or have been feeling like someone 
is following you around. In fact, it 
might feel more like a small herd has 
been following you at some points. 
Well, they are and they’re here to 
help you. So start using your team 
for good and for creating more mir-
acles, especially since they promise 
to leave you alone during your frisky 
periods.
Sagittarius: There is still a bit of 
stress and tension covering the 
country right now. Big but subtle 
changes do that to lots of folks. Your 
keys to surviving it all are: to remem-
ber to keep your eyes on the prize, 
not the sidelines; to not sweat the 
small stuff (which cause 97 percent 

HORRORSCOPES
By Clouds McCloud

of the problems); and to remember 
that small gestures can make a big 
difference—especially small gestures 
you make with your fingers.
Capricorn: Since the Stars are 
asking you to take more “Me Time” 
and rejoice in yourself, Clouds sug-
gests you get yourself a new t-shirt, 
bumper sticker or headband in your 
lucky colors of black or indigo that 
reads something like: “Screw World 
Peace. I Want a Friggin’ Pony!”
Aquarius: This autumn will bring 
with it a wonderful opportunity to 
begin the next chapter of your life. 
Luckily, Clouds has a copy of the 
Cliff Notes. Unfortunately, Clouds 
only likes to read the dirty parts. The 
good news is there should be lots 
of it. The bad news, you don’t use 
words like “smooshing,” “catawam-
pus” and “bumfuzzle” enough.
Pisces: In Chile, donkey milk is 
considered liquid Viagra. Sure, this 
may seem like a useless piece on 
information—unless, that is, you 
happen to find yourself in Chile or 
you have the hots for a Chilean—but 
it may actually come in handy as it 
appears your power to attract others 
will be stronger than the legendary 
stubbornness of Equus asinus. Just 
be sure to not to make an ass out of 
yourself.
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Aries: Since most Aries occasionally 
get caught in the wash of their own 
wishy-washiness, please find some 
guidance in the words of Ron Swan-
son from “Parks and Recreation.” 1) 
“Never half-ass two things. Whole 
ass one thing.” 2) “There’s only one 
thing I hate more than lying: skim 
milk, which is water lying about 
being milk.” 3) “You had me at ‘Meat 
Tornado.’”
Taurus: Your odd advice for the 
week comes from Clouds’ friend/
arch enemy/spooning partner, 
Rainy Sandcastles. 1) “It’s not that I 
hate you, it’s just that I’d probably 
unplug your life support to recharge 
my phone.” 2) “Being unique is way 
better than being perfect.” 3) “You 
can’t say ‘Good Eye Might’ without 
sounding like an Aussie.”
Gemini: Positive financial mojo is 
headed your way like a Home Run 
sailing towards the cheap seats. To 
help make the most out of your per-
sonal Pennant Drive, please remem-
ber these words from Bob Feller, 
“Everyday is a new opportunity. You 
can build on yesterday’s success or 
put its failures behind you and start 
over again.” And from Jack Harsh-
man, “If you don’t succeed at first, 
try pitching.”
Cancer: The next few weeks will 
be a great time for you to join a new 

club or start a new routine of some 
sort. Perhaps you could become a 
Rotarian, a Believer in Aliens or a 
Volunteering Humanitarian. Maybe 
you could become a Cross Fitter or 
a Sweater Knitter, a Martial Artist 
or a Anti-fart-ist, a Sierra Club-er or 
a Home Brew Lover. Just don’t join 
anything like a “Donald Trump for 
President” group. Nobody needs 
that kind of karma. 
Leo: With autumn making its way 
in like wild horses headed towards 
warmer climes, this would be a good 
time to lay off the reigns of your 
life for a while. Instead of running 
your butt off, try spending more 
time hanging at the stable with 
your posse. You’ll probably even get 
rewarded with rubdowns and some-
thing sweet to nibble on.
Virgo: Your new assignment is 
pretty darn simple, unless you can’t 
read English, in which case you may 
have mistaken this newspaper for 
rolling papers and might want to 
think about buying a bowl: “Do what 
makes you feel good about your 
whole life, not just moments of it.” 
Please remember, Clouds wants to 
see you happy and healthy and not 
simply strung out on life or diet soda 
or illiteracy.  
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MHS VOLLEYBALL RANKED #1 
Press Release 

MHS Junior Varsity player Maya Weber during a tourney win over Wonderful Acad. 

The Millpond Music Festival has 
been supporting the arts in 
Inyo and Mono Counties for 25 

years, and this month, Inyo Council 
for the Arts (ICA) will be offering free 
concerts in conjunction with their 
wildly popular, family friendly three-
day fall show. 

More power to you.SM
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Fastest Internet.
Unlimited Data Plans Available.

• Fastest Internet in town!

• Power all your devices.
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 and clips on over 300 networks anytime,
 anywhere with FREE Suddenlink2GO®.

• No long-term contract required.

High-Speed
Internet

$39/mo
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MONO COUNTY ELECTIONS 
 

Work at the Polls on Election Day! 
November 8, 2016 

We are in need of more poll workers 
for the Mammoth, Long Valley and June 

Lake  
Polling Places! 

 
Who can be a poll worker? 

You must be: 
  a U.S. citizen, 

 able to work on Election Day, and 
 registered to vote in California or a high school student in good 

standing and at least 16 years old 
 

Do poll workers get paid? 
Yes. $8.50 per hour 

 
What is the schedule? 

Full day:  6:30 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Half day: 6:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. or 1 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

 
Can I be a poll worker near where I live? 

Yes. Or you can work in another part of the county. 
 

Will I be able to vote on Election Day? 
If you work at a poll that is not near your precinct, it’s best to vote an Absentee 

Ballot before Election Day. 
 

How do I become a poll worker? 
Fill out the application at: 

http://www.monocounty.ca.gov/elections/page/work-polls-election-day OR 
Call us at (760) 932-5537/Email:  skendall@mono.ca.gov  

  

While the Mammoth Huskies 
Girls Volleyball team may 
have placed 3rd for the 3rd 

year in a row in their own Invitation-
al Tournament, Coach John Morris 
announced this week that the team 
is ranked #1 in the state (among ~70 
schools) in its Division (9). 

Mammoth celebrated the news by 
dismantling Immanuel Christian by 
the score of 25-10, 25-11, 25-13 at 
home on Wednesday. 

The team was led by Ella Thomp-
son, who had 7 kills, an ace and 
4 blocks. Setter Mallory Podosin 
added 15 assists and Caitlin Young 
had 5 aces.

In last weekend’s tourney, Yosem-

ite High School took first place and 
Rim of the World placed second. The 
Huskies got off to a great start in Fri-
day’s pool play, posting a 5-1 record, 
narrowly losing one set to Cal City 
25-23. 

The Huskies were seeded 4th 
going into Saturday’s double elimi-
nation format. Mammoth started 
day 2 by defeating rival Bishop in 
25-17, 25-18. The Huskies then faced 
Rim, and were easily defeated by 
the much larger Division 4 team. 
Mammoth rebounded with wins 
over Rosamond and Cal City to 
reach the loser’s bracket final, again 
facing Rim. This time around, the 
fired-up Huskies put up quite a fight 

before succumbing 25-19, 25-22, 
but according to Husky’s coach John 
Morris, the score was irrelevant. “I 
have never seen a team compete 
so hard and with so much joy and 
passion. Rim was obviously heavily 
favored but our girls showed how 
far teamwork and determnation will 
take you.” 

Mammoth’s Junior Varsity won 
two tourney games last weekend 
and then defeated the Bishop JV by a 
score of 25-9, 25-17 on Wednesday. 

Both teams are in action this 
weekend. The Varsity travels to the 
Cal City Tourney while the JVs play a 
small school/JV tourney in Mojave. 

MHS Junior Varsity player Adi Witherill hitting a winner vs. Rosamond 
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INTRODUCING CREEKHOUSE AT SNOWCREEK RESORT
New Luxury Townhomes, minutes from Mammoth Mountain, starting from the mid $700,000’s.

ALPINE GOLF COURSE • ATHLETIC CLUB • BIKING & HIKING TRAILS • SALES 760-934-3334 • LIVESNOWCREEK.COM

FALL IN 
LOVE

ALL OVER
AGAIN
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