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It’s all in the family: Ashley develops her son Sage’s palate for
tabbouleh at Janet Francis’ Mama’s Kitchen Table. See story, p. 13.
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WHO’S ON THE HOOK?
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HEADING FOR THE HILLS?
Former Ritz site is back on the drawing board
By Bodine

A

decade ago, there were
plans to build a RitzCarlton hotel on the
lot neighboring the Westin
Monache.
That lot is now apparently
back in play.
Dave Harvey, serving as
a local representative for
Cerberus Capital Management, appeared before a joint
Mammoth Council/Planning
Commission meeting on
Wednesday to talk about a
project revival and some proposed planning and zoning
changes that he says woiuld
be critical to the project’s
viability.
Right now, there isn’t a
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The Owens River Fire began on Saturday, September 17. It has so
far cost $2,400,000 to fight, and appears to have been human-caused.
Who pays for the cost of fighting fires, and how are people held
responsible? See story, p. 10.

project per se. There was a
nice drawing of a hotel and
trees in the agenda packet,
sure, but the discussion
Wednesday was over entitlements.
In its last iteration, there
was a project approved for
317 rooms of density. The first
iteration of the project called
for 427 rooms according to
Harvey. This time around, the
number they’re asking for is
403.
Lately, the Town has also
begun to measure density in
an alternative fashion (Floor
Area ratio - which takes total
built space and divides it
by lot area). Harvey said the

contemplated project FAR of
1.2 is well within the Town
guidelines (max of 2.0).
The project, said Harvey,
would be part hotel and part
stand-alone Townhomes.
One of the questions
addressed concerned the
definition of a room. A hotel
room? A bedroom? A sleeping
area? Council asked the Planning Department to get more
specific.
Dave Harvey explained that
the project was first cleared
for 427 rooms. The density
was then lowered to accommodate for parking. The average density across the project

see HILLS, page 18

MONDAY MEALS SERVES UP SMILES

WHEN 300 IS NOT
A
PERFECT GAME
Mammoth Council to spend $300K on “stuff”
By Rea

“

A lot of times in Mammoth when we say, ‘Here’s
our strategy,’ people in
the town say, ‘Oh boy, here’s
what we’re going to spend
money on next,’” said Mammoth Town Council member
Bill Sauser on Wednesday,
September 21, when Council voted to spend almost
$300,000 on several agenda
items. Councilmember
Cleland Hoff was the only
dissenting vote on all three
motions, which included authorizing $35,000 for a “brand
awareness” campaign for
Digital 395 and a free public
WiFi project; $150,000 to hire
a planning firm to “facilitate
a public process” on recom-

mendations for revitalizing
downtown Mammoth Lakes,
and $100,000 for an agreement with Alta Planning +
Design to provide recommendations for enhanced
transit and mobility in Mammoth.
Council voted 3-1 to approve all the agenda items
(Council member Colin Fernie was absent), despite Sauser’s obvious concern with
spending the money. “One of
the things when I got elected
was, ‘We want you to watch
your dollars,’” said Sauser.
“There is a seriousness here
that the people of Mammoth
expect us to be prudent in

Decoder ring

It’s not easy being
green
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see PERFECT, page 7
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Conrad Mormann, Sous Chef at Petra’s Bistro, serves a free meal to Noah Yanzel Figueroa on Monday,
September 19 at Stellar Brew. Noah’s mother, Adylene, reminded her son to give a big thanks to
Mormann, who wants to keep feeding people free of charge on Mondays as a way to give back to the
community. Monday Meals are at 6 p.m. every Monday at Stellar Brew. See more photos, p. 11.

Gone fishin’

HAL performs
surgery
/p. 4/

Seeing is believing
/p. 9/
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SEARCHING FOR THE DECODER RING

We were on a top secret mission. I say “were” because I’m about to
tell you what it was, which no longer makes it top secret.
The mission was to break into the Town offices and find the decoder ring to the Hart-Howerton plan. Once we had the plan decoded,
we would then seek community buy-in and begin the process of
implementation which involved creating “sideboards” and identifying “deliverables.” It was a dangerous mission, to be sure.
We tried calling former Town Manager Triple M, Marianna Marysheva Martinez, because she was Russian and naturally inclined to
know things about spying. Predictably, Triple M denied any knowledge of a decoder ring. She said towns with Triple B credit ratings
can’t afford decoder rings.
Because she was Russian, we had to respect her, just as Trump
respects Putin. Because she was a native Russian, however, we also
feared that perhaps she was a double agent operative for the Preparation Double H plan and had imminent plans to invade Tavern Road
and create a recreational technology hub that would affectionately be
called The Snow Den.
It was so hard to know which side anyone was on.
We figured it would be as difficult to break into the Town offices as
it would be to deflate a football before a league championship game.
We suspected that as soon as we broke into the offices, silent alarms
would go off, alerting the police.
Then we relaxed. There are no police between 2 and 6 a.m.
When we got to the offices, it was dark and quiet. You could’ve
heard a pin drop if there were any pins to drop, but no one sews anymore. Thank the Chinese for that.
We can also thank the Chinese for all their cool zodiac symbols, although it’s disconcerting that the symbol never changes around here.
It always seems to be The Year of the Sheep.
We crept inside and followed the trail of McDonald’s wrappers to
what we assumed was Town Manager Dan Holler’s office. Holler’s a
smart guy. He plans ahead. Once he caught wind of McDonald’s closing he bought a month’s supply of Happy Meals. They’ve remained
#1

FELICI PIANO TRIO
2016-17 CONCERTS

The Felici Trio and guest artist Theodore Kuchar, viola
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September 24, 2016
Cerro Coso College,
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September 25, 2016

Cerro Coso College, Bishop

Tickets are available online at ChamberMusicUnbound.org

or at the Booky Joint, the Inyo Council for the Arts, and at the door on concert nights
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remarkably fresh. Sheepishly, we must admit there were a few left to
sample …
Better yet, inside the Happy Meals were the decoder rings!
The decoder rings confirmed what we knew to be true. Buy-in is
more than emotional. It’s not like The Sheet’s sentimental own Sarah
Rea, marrying for love just a few weeks from today. How quaint!
Nope, when you buy-in to Preparation Double H, you discover no
one’s gonna soothe your ass for free. You gotta pay for that stuff. A
whole lot went into product development and those scientists and
Pfizer executives don’t work for free.
Of course, they don’t test the product on themselves, either. Well,
they don’t test most product. They make an exception for the little
blue pills.
Just then, the door slammed behind us. 99 and I were trapped.
“Hold it!” said the voice.
“I will,” I said. I didn’t want to drop the cheeseburger.
“Who do you work for?” asked the voice.
“The taxpayer,” I said. He laughed. “No one works for the taxpayer.
Again, who do you work for?” I decided to play along.
“Mark Zuckerberg.”
“Of course you do,” said the voice. He finally turned on the light. It
was John Wentworth, and he was in no mood for games.
“Okay,” he said, “Stand still while I sideboard you.”
“Excuse me.”
“It’s the new version of waterboarding, but far more uncomfortable.”
“You’re gonna stack furniture on top of us?” asked 99.
“Worse,” said Wentworth. “I’m going to stuff you with so much
meaningless political lingo that you’ll beg for mercy.”
“Makes me miss Rick Wood.”
“See! You’re begging already.”
“May I ask what the heck you’re talking about when you talk about
‘sideboards?’”
“Sideboards are just like parameters, but half the syllables,” said
Wentworth. “You know,” he continued, “you’ve got the sideboards,
and then, once you have those, you can talk about what’s inside the
box.”
“But you have to think outside the box in order to create sideboards
for the box?”
“Exactly. If you build the box from the inside, you’ll trap yourself.
And it will be very dark,” said Wentworth.
There was a pause. I thought the sideboarding was over. It wasn’t.
“We’ve got to look at this Double H thing holistically,” said Wentworth. “After all, no one likes to settle for just half a doughnut. And
a half doughnut wouldn’t be holistic, because there wouldn’t be a
hole.”
“I think the cops prefer bear claws,” said 99.
“Don’t eat our bear claws.” Holy crap! Out of nowhere, Steve Searles
enters the room and starts … singing.
“Wow, Steve, I didn’t know you could sing,” says 99. He sings a few
more bars.
“Now you know why you didn’t know,” said Wentworth. “Okay,
see DECODER, page 3
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DECODER
continued from page 2
listen. In order to do what we’d like
horizon—and knowing that some of
to do downtown, we’ve got to hide
you really do not like to read—you
what we’re doing from the antican save yourself a lot of time by not
doers.”
reading the record-setting 224-page
“But if you do something, won’t
2016 Voter Information Guide, which
the anti-doers notice it being done?” has been likened to a phone book, a
I asked.
doorstop, and an encyclopedia.
“We’re hoping they won’t notice
You could, of course, use it for
any doing. If they do notice, we hope fire starter material before the cold
they don’t do anything about it.”
weather sets in here in the Eastern
“What happens if you don’t do.
Sierra, although we here at The
What’ll you do then?”
Sheet know that many of you already
“If we don’t do, we’re in deep doohave a year’s worth of our invaluable
doo,” said Wentworth.
newspaper to crank up the old wood
“So how do you pay for the ‘do’ so
stove this winter. So not only do we
you can stay out of the doo-doo?”
help keep you informed, we help
“Well, think about when you were
keep you warm!
a teenager and you were raiding
But if you are curious about what’s
your parents’ liquor cabinet. You
at stake, besides voting for the next
could do it one of two ways. You
President of the United States, there
could either pour just a wee bit out
are 17 state-wide propositions on
of each bottle so there wouldn’t be a
the ballot, and 4 local measures also
noticeable amount missing from any at stake.
particular bottle. Or you could just
The writer Gore Vidal noted in his
take a whole bottle and prey upon
book “Screening History” that “Half
their horrible short-term memories.” the American people never read a
“This is Mamnewspaper. Half
moth,” said Searnever vote for Presiles. “They’ll damn
dent—the same
Half the American
well know if a
half?” Well, at least
bottle’s missing.”
we know into which
people never read a
“Okay, so we’ll
half The Sheet readnewspaper. Half never ers fall!
take a little bit
from each. So
You might as well
vote for President—the vote along with
the policy we’re
going to pursue is
the over 17 million
same half?
something called
California voters
‘tax-increment
already registered,
financing’. How
if only for no other
it works is every
-Gore Vidal reason than to be
time there’s a
able to say that you
small increase in
either helped or at
tax revenue, you
least tried to stop
take that small
Armageddon.
increase and you
Once registered to
set it aside in a separate slush fund
vote, you can vote by mail (absentee
that you use for other purposes—be- ballot) up to November 1 or grace
cause you know that if you give it to
your designated polling place with
the government, they’ll waste it on
your presence.
salaries and deluxe office space and
Californians who wish to check
Keurig coffeemakers.”
their voter registration status or reg“So, your true objective in this is to ister to vote can visit the Secretary of
hide money from yourself, because
State’s web site at www. sos.ca.gov/
if you didn’t hide it, you’d spend it on elections.
Happy Meals and decoder rings and
Californians can register to vote
the Wheel of Fortune machine at the online up until October 24.
Paiute Palace?”
Paper voter registration applications can also be picked up at any
“Yes.”
county elections office, library,
Department of Motor Vehicles office
And from James’ Desk...
or U.S. Post Office.
Voter registration applications
You know that you’ve been putting
must be filled out completely and
it off. Perhaps you are hoping that
be postmarked or hand-delivered at
it will just “go away.” Well, it’s not
least 15 days before an election.
going to!
For more voter information on
The Apocalypse forecast by both
what is on the ballot, including local
major political parties should the
elections and measures, there is a
“other side” win will happen whethgreat website hosted by Inyo County
er or not you vote in the upcoming
at www.elections.inyocounty.us/
election on November 8. So, why
which has just about any informabother to vote at all? Why not be like
tion any voter needs. You can also
the 45 percent of eligible voters in
call 760.878.0224 for assistance.
2012 that did not even bother?
For Mono County voters, visit
Whatever your decision, Inyo
www.monocounty.ca.gov/elecCounty Clerk-Recorder and Registrar
tions or call the elections line at
of Voters Kammi Foote wants you to
760.932.5537.
know that you only have until October 24 to register to vote should you
wish to usher in the “End of Days” by
proactively voting in this election.
With Armageddon just over the

“

”

amount of approximately $27 million.
To finance that $27 million at 4
percent interest for 20 years, using a
handy mortgage calculator, would cost
you $12.27 million in interest payments, leaving a total project cost of
more than $39 million.
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GROVER CLEVELAND HAS DISAPPEARED

By Casselman
resident Grover Cleveland has
been mostly forgotten by history, but he did do a few things
as president that had not been done
before.
His major footnote in U.S. history
is that he is the only person who was
elected president, lost re-election,
and came back to be re-elected four
years later.

P

He was a Democrat during a half
century era when most U.S. presidents were Republican. In fact, between 1860 and 1912 he was the only
Democrat to be elected to the Oval
Office.
But there was at least one other
noteworthy distinction about Grover
Cleveland when he was president.
Soon after he took office for the

second time in 1893, Mr. Cleveland
noticed a bump on the roof of his
mouth that was getting larger and
larger. He was, as is well-known, a
heavy cigar smoker. Seeking medical
advice, he was informed that he had
a tumor that had to be removed as
soon as possible.
Worrying that news of his diagnosis
would shock the nation and the stock
market, he arranged to take a “fishing
trip” on the private yacht “Oneida”
for four days, with an itinerary of New
York City to Cape Cod.
The yacht, with six of the top surgeons of the day, actually anchored
off Long Island, and using anaesthetic, the surgeons performed risky and,
for that time, fairly unprecedented
techniques for removal of the tumor.
Mr. Cleveland had a trademark bushy
moustache, and the surgeons were
able to preserve it during the operation. Afterward, the moustache successfully hid any visible evidence of
the cancer surgery.
It turned out to be the first presidential medical cover-up in modern
history. The Cleveland White House
denied all rumors and even countered a published story about the
cancer by smearing the reputation
of the enterprising reporter who had
uncovered it. That reporter’s reputation was only restored almost 20
years later, after Mr. Cleveland had
died, when one of the surgeons came
forward with the true story.
A quarter of a century later, President Woodrow Wilson suffered a
stroke that permanently incapacitated him, but it was kept a secret
while Mrs.Wilson, in effect, ran the
government.
Twenty years later, White House
physicians kept the news that President Franklin Roosevelt was dying
from the public, and only the timing of his death just after his fourth
inauguration kept the previous vice
president, Henry Wallace, an admirer
of Russian dictator Joseph Stalin,
from taking power.
Fifteen years later, John Kennedy
became president although he knew
he had Addison’s Disease, a then-fatal
condition. Like so many matters in
the Kennedy administration, it was
kept a secret. Twenty-five years later,
President Reagan had an operation
for cancer while in office, but the
condition was not named.
These stories of secrecy about

presidential medical conditions are
especially relevant this year when the
two major party nominees are about
70 years old, and one of them recently
showed chronic signs of physical
distress.
As the son of a physician, however,
I think the current news preoccupation with Hillary Clinton’s health is
more sensational than disqualifying.
Her doctors conceded that she had
“walking” pneumonia, a serious but
not life-threatening condition. Her
fainting at a New York City event recently is most disturbing for the fact
that her attending physicians allowed
her in public when she should have
been resting. In the case of any senior
citizen over 60, even mild pneumonia
can become much more serious if not
properly cared for—and that means
lots of rest in addition to medication.
To be fair to Mrs. Clinton, she is a
major party nominee for president
of the United States, and it is understandable that she wants to appear
in public, especially since her opponents are making her health an issue.
Her physicians and her staff, however,
have an obligation to protect her just
as much as the Secret Service does.
No reasonable person could object to
her taking several days off to recuperate.
Her opponents are not to be
blamed for raising the issue. They
have been encouraged to do so by
that long-standing political temptation for secrecy indulged by the Clinton campaign, something that goes
back to that “fishing trip” on a yacht
in 1893 (anchored, ironically, not that
far from Mrs. Clinton’s current home
in Chappaqua, NY).
President Cleveland got away with
avoiding transparency, as did several presidents who succeeded him,
because there was no internet, social
media and search engines. Those
days are over.
If the Clinton campaign decides
now to be transparent, the voters can
turn to the most pressing issues of the
presidential contest. Otherwise, she
will give her opponents an irretrievable gift, and perhaps, as well, the
election.
Barry Casselman is a nationally
synidcated columnist who has been
covering presidential poltiics since
1972. You can find more of his writing
at www.barrycasselman.com.
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DISTRICT 4 CANDIDATES FACE OFF
By Lunch

T

he battle for the Supervisor’s
to build consensus” as areas where he
seat in Mono County’s District
feels he is the stronger candidate.
4 was rejoined on Tuesday as
Fesko’s strongest moment came
candidates John Peters and Tim Fesko
when he answered a question about
participated in a debate hosted by
property taxes.
Kathleen and Paul Rudder and the
Panelist Matthew Lehman asked
Mammoth Lakes Board of Realtors at
each candidate why there is such an
the Sierra Events Center in Mammoth.
imbalance between the taxes MamDistrict 4 is primarily comprised of
moth Lakes pays and the dollars it
parts of the counreceives in services.
ty including and
Would you supnorth of Bridgeport a change in
I’m not going to sit here the tax structure to
port, however,
30 percent of the
make things more
and pander to you. I’m equitable? asked
district also includes a swath of
going to be straight up. Lehman.
Mammoth Lakes
While Peters
north of Highway
hokey-pokeyed
203 (behind the
around the quesPost Office and
tion, “We can
- Tim Fesko analyze the distribuincluding the
Mammoth Knolls
tion … it’s got to be
neighborhood).
equitable,” Fesko
In the June
was more blunt. “It’s
primary, Peters
a bad question and
had 46.7 percent
it’s not that simple.”
of the vote, while Fesko garnered 38.4
As Fesko noted, a lot of money does
percent. Fourteen percent voted for a
come back to Mammoth in the form
third candidate, Bob Tems.
of services, particularly social services,
Because no candidate achieved a
behavioral health and with the courts.
plurality of the vote, the top two candidates were forced into a November
run-off.
This is not unfamiliar territory for
Fesko. In 2012, Bob Peters (John’s
father) beat him 43-39 percent in the
primary. Fesko went on to defeat the
elder Peters in the general election
that November and hopes for a similar
comeback this year.
On Tuesday, the candidates sparred
for about 90 minutes. Matthew
Lehman and Juliana Olinka served as
moderators.
Prior to the June primary, Fesko was
dogged by a political debacle involving
the Rural County Representatives of
California (RCRC).
Fesko, who served as Mono County’s
RCRC representative at the time, allegedly pledged County support for a program similar to that of Inyo County’s
Adventure Trails without consulting
with his fellow Supervisors.
Fesko denied the allegation and said
it was the result of an oversight.
Peters pointed to the incident as an
example of Fesko’s inability to communicate effectively and work with his
fellow supervisors.
Clearly, Fesko has thought about
the dust-up and the electoral damage
it caused in these intervening three
months.
On Tuesday, he emphasized that he
votes with his fellow supervisors more
than 90 percent of the time. In half
those cases, he said he participated in
the motion (either making the motion
or offering the second). “Obviously, I
can work with people,” he said.
While Peters did not reference the
RCRC kerfuffle specifically, he repeatedly cited “temperament” and “ability

“

”

“But it’s not going to be one-to-one,”
he said. “I’m not going to sit here and
pander to you. I’m going to be straight
up. Nobody’s winning while somebody’s losing in this equation … we’re
all in this together. It’s not about us
versus them.”
Peters’ best moment came later in
the debate when he spoke about his
ability to work within an organizational structure, build unity and set goals.
As he described the challenges of
placating parents and kids way back
when as a Little League coach, it
described a man who has been in the
middle of things for a long time—a
man who has been drafted on many
occasions to lead “because they know
I’m fair and can build consensus.”
“I don’t have to defend my ability to
do this because I have been doing this
[for a long time],” he said.
In conclusion, Fesko trumpeted his
experience and knowledge while Peters talked about temperament for the
umpteenth time.
Both men have a long history of
community service and impressive
professional resumes. Both are well
qualified for the job.

4:00-6:00

TOWN
BULLETIN
Fun Fall Activities

Toddler Time at the Community
Center is offered every Tuesday, the
Adult Co-ed Dodgeball League is
underway at the RecZone and we’re
pleased to announce the return of
Zumba at the /community Center.
Fall also marks a fantastic time to
improve your tennis skills with pro
Kyle Osland. Drop-in Tennis sessions
are offered every Tuesday & Thursday
afternoon from 3:30pm - only $10/
session. Call (760) 965-3690 for more
information.

Contractor’s State License
Board Educational
Outreach Event

The Town of Mammoth Lakes in
partnership with the Mammoth Lakes
Contractor’s Association is sponsoring
an educational presentation conducted
by the California State Contractor’s
License Board (CSLB) on Wednesday,
Sept. 28, from 9:00 -11:00 am in
the Minaret Village Mall, Suite Z.
Please RSVP no later than Sept. 21
to Tom Perry, Town of Mammoth
Lakes Buliding Official: tperry@
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov or (760)
965-3635.

Town Conducting
Old Mammoth Road
Rehabilitation Project

The Town of Mammoth Lakes with
the Contractor, West Coast Paving
will be rehabilitating Old Mammoth
Road from Main Street to Sherwin
Creek Road and reconstructing curb
ramps on select locations adjacent
to Old Mammoth Road beginning
this September with work scheduled
to be completed in October. Thank
you in advance for your patience and
understanding.

Meetings / Events:.
Oct. 4: Recreation Commission
meeting, Suite Z, 9 a.m.
Oct. 5: Town Council meeting.
CANCELLED
OCT. 12: Planning and
Economic Development
Commission, Suite Z, 2 p.m.

Twitter
Follow ‘TownofMammoth’
daily on Twitter at www.
Townofmammothlakes.ca.gov

Town e-News:
Town e-News is your direct source
for Town news, events, meetings and
announcements. Subscribe online
under “NOTIFY ME” at www.
Townofmammothlakes.ca.gov
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THE LAST MILE IS THE TOUGHEST
Some residents not an economically viable fit for D395
By Bodine
ace Communications held a
meeting on August 26 at the
Crowley Community Center to
explain who will and who won’t be eligible to be connected through grant
money to Digital 395, the fastest,
highest capacity digital fiber network
in the country. The cable parallels
Highway 395. Race was awarded a
$4 million grant from the California
Advanced Services Fund that will
go directly toward construction of
the last mile of getting Digital 395 to
customers in Aspen Springs, Crowley,
Chalfant and Sunny Slopes.
Residences that are far from the
cable, like the few residents living between Aspen Springs and the
community of Crowley, were not a
part of the grant application. Race
CEO Raul Alcarez explained the grant
doesn’t cover the entire cost for that
final mile. It covers 70 percent and
Race has to pitch in 30. Race looks for
communities close to Digital 395 and
whether those areas are financially
feasible for the company to make the
investment.
A home owner can choose to have
a line hooked directly to his or her
residence if the owner wants to pay
for the infrastructure. That can cost
more than $1,000 in the outer-Crowley area, according to a resident who
wished to remain anonymous.
Part of the problem lies with government bureaucracy. The regula-

R
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Car thieves apprehended
tions by the California Public Utilities
Commission (CPUC) state that to
qualify for grant-assisted installation, a community must be considered under- or unserved. But if a
community is deemed by a wireless
provider, such as Verizon, to have
ample cell service (defined by having
a six megabyte download capacity on
a phone), it does not qualify. There
is little to no cell service in the area
between Aspen Springs and Crowley
but Verizon has mapped that area as
having cell service.
Lee Vining was denied being part of
the grant because wireless service is
so good there.
There is hope. A new grant is in the
works to help to get connections to
special circumstance areas, like Lee
Vining and the areas around Crowley.
The Federal Communications Commission is raising the requirements
for ample service from six to 25
megabytes. Alcarez said he hoped the
CPUC will follow the Feds’ suit and
lower its requirements, then more
areas would qualify.
Frontier Communications’ recent
acquisition of Verizon’s antiquated
wire system is a mess and Race is in
the middle trying to acquire permission to use Frontier’s power poles.
“It’s trouble for everyone,” Alcarez
said of the transition. “It will be a
challenge, but not detrimental.”

Bishop Police recieved a call on
Monday, September 19 at approximately 9:45 a.m. requesting assistance to the Denny’s Restaurant for a
male and female couple refusing to
pay their bill and arguing with staff.
The primary officer soon met with
the male suspect and learned the
female had driven away moments
earlier. During the course of the
investigation, it was discovered that
the vehicle the two suspects were using had been stolen out of Texas. The
male suspect resisted the detention
but was soon taken into custody.
Assisting officers canvassed for the
stolen vehicle and the female suspect.
She and the stolen vehicle were soon
located.
As a result of this investigation,
Joseph Daniel Laskach, age 29, and
Jessica Ann Taylor, age 28, both of
Illinois, were taken into custody and
booked on felony counts of vehicle
theft and conspiracy to commit
crime.
Laskach was also charged with resisting arrest, providing a false name
to an officer, posession of a controlled
substance and posession of paraphernalia.
Both suspects were transported to
the Inyo County Jail.
The investigation is continuing at
this time, and anyone with additional
information is encouraged to contact the Bishop Police Department at
760.873.5866.

Woman dies at Bear Creek Spire
Inyo County Sheriff’s Office was
contacted the evening of September
18 regarding a deceased fall victim
near Bear Creek Spire. The reporting
party, and climbing partner, indicated that the two-person team had
camped at Dade Lake and set out the
morning of the 18th to ascend Bear
Creek Spire. As the pair was traversing the route the victim, a 26-year-old
woman from the San Francisco Bay
Area, lost her footing and fell between
800-1000 feet.
The reporting party descended
down the steep chute but found the
victim deceased. With the assistance
of two hikers, the reporting party
was guided back to the Mosquito Flat
Trailhead where a 911 call was placed.
Inyo County Sheriff’s Office requested a CHP helicopter to assist the
victim recovery operation on September 19.
The helicopter couldn’t land due to
high wind and the body recovery was
postponed until the following morning. The victim was transported to
Bishop and met by coroner. Assisting
in the recovery operation were Inyo
Search and Rescue.

Armed and dangerous Bishop man
missing
Former Inyo County District Attorney Investigator Lewis Roberts has
not been seen since Tuesday, September 20 at 3 p.m., the Inyo County
Sheriff’s Office reported. He was
last seein in the Bishop area and his
family and the Inyo County Sheriff’s

Office is asking the public for help in
locating him.
The Sheriff’s Office did not release
the name of the suspect, but there is a
post on Facebook with his name, picture and pleas asking for his return.
The subject is reportedly driving
a white 2008 ¾ ton crew-cab GMC
truck (lifted with oversized tires)
with California plates, 8R17305.This
subject is considered armed and
dangerous, according to the report
by the Sheriff’s Office. If you see this
vehicle call 911 immediately—do
not approach the vehicle. The Sheriff’s Office reported that they do not
currently know which direction the
vehicle, likely driven by Roberts, was
traveling.
Alyssa Roberts posted on Facebook,
“Please share this as my family is desperately searching for him.”

Fatality at Deerhorn Mountain
On the morning of Tuesday, September 20, Sequoia and Kings Canyon park dispatchers were notified by
the Inyo County Sheriff’s Department
of a missing person presumably in
Kings Canyon National Park. Alfred
Kwok, a 50-year-old male from Claremont, was reported overdue from a
solo wilderness trip that was planned
to conclude on Sunday, September
18.
Based on interviews with people
who had knowledge of his itinerary
and information on his wilderness
permit, Mr. Kwok, a professor at Pomona College, was planning on hiking from Onion Valley in Inyo National Forest into Kings Canyon National
Park via Kearsarge Pass. He was then
going to climb Deerhorn Mountain
and return the same way.
At approximately 1:50 p.m. on
Tuesday, September 20, a helicopter
assigned to search the area spotted a
man’s body on the upper southwest
face of Deerhorn Mountain. The body
was recovered on Wednesday, September 21, and transferred to Tulare
County Coroner’s Office at approximately 12:30 p.m. He was identified
as Mr. Kwok.
Deerhorn Mountain, at 13,270
feet, is an alpine peak in the rugged
backcountry of the southern portion
of Kings Canyon National Park. It is
located about two miles west of the
Pacific Crest and John Muir trails.
The cause and circumstances of his
death remain under investigation. A
total of 16 park staff assisted with the
search and recovery operations.

Bighorn Sheep hit one-year
anniversary in Yosemite
This fall the Cathedral herd of Sierra
Nevada bighorn sheep in Yosemite
National Park will be augmented with
two rams to ensure the genetic diversity of this population, reported the
Yosemite Conservancy on Thursday,
September 22.
This summer marks the one year
anniversary of the reestablishment
of this iconic alpine species to the
heart of the park. Survey throughout
the year allows scientists to monitor
and make additions such as the one
planned for this fall.
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said that the intent was for Mono
suggested moving the proposed Multi
County to pay 50 percent of the costs
Purpose Facility from Mammoth
of everything proposed in the pilot
Creek Park West to the Shady Rest
project.
Parcel.
Councilmember Hoff was conCouncilmember Hoff took issue
cerned that rolling out the brandwith the plan’s scheduling: Public
ing and free WiFi
comment and
projects before
outreach would
the Christmas and
hopefully be comNew Year’s holidays
pleted by January
would cause probor February, the
We’re not hiring
lems. She said that
agenda item stated,
somebody to tell us
last year her interand Hoff felt that it
net service wasn’t
would be inconvewhat to do. We’re
top notch during
nient for commuthe holidays, and
members and
hiring somebody to help nity
“I don’t want to say
business owners to
we’re great when
us tell ourselves what participate. “If you
we aren’t.”
want to get people
Two agenda
to talk it would be
to do.
items which Mayor
better if it was comRichardson called
-John Wentworth pleted in a March“sister items,”
April timeframe so
involved crafting
people could get
a new vision for
through the busy
a “holistic” view
time.”
of the Town of
Councilmembers
Mammoth Lakes,
John Wentworth
which included a
and Bill Sauser
revitalization of
suggested a list of
downtown and a
“sideboards,” or
cohesive vision of a transit system,
issues that they would be interested
bike paths and pedestrian areas.
in bringing to a planner. Wentworth,
Town Manager Dan Holler said
among other things, does not support
“How do we do this and engage…
the moving of the MUF or the changproperty owners, business owners
ing of the overlay over the Shady Rest
and the community at large?”
Parcel for affordable housing.
Essentially, the Town would be atSauser strongly supported a unitempting to create its own version of
fied plan for beautification of Main
the changes suggested by planning
firm Hart-Howerton.
Sauser said that the Hart-Howerton
vision wasn’t appealing to him because “it says stop what you are doing
because we want to move that project. That’s where I have my heartache
with it.” For instance, Hart-Howerton
suggested moving both the RV Park
at the entrance to town, as well as
the Post Office. Hart-Howerton also

Street. “We have a Main Street that
is in immediate need of a facelift…
this process could identify [that] and
move that forward.”
Essentially, the $150,000 would be
spent to hire a consultant to figure
out ways to get community input,
rather than suggest improvements
themselves, like Hart-Howerton ddid.
“The role of the person we’re hiring is to herd the cats,” said Council
member Wentworth. “Get everybody
in the room and facilitate the discussion.”
“We’re not hiring somebody to tell
us what to do,” he said, “we’re hiring
somebody to help us tell ourselves
what to do.”
Another $100,000 was authorized to
allow Alta Planning + Design to take,
again, a “holistic” look at mobility issues in Mammoth, including transport to Red’s Meadow, bike paths, and
pedestrian walkways, as well as building transit hubs, once the money
comes through for such projects, said
Community and Economic Development Director Sandra Moberly.
“What we heard is there is a need
for kind of a bigger-picture look at
mobility…throughout town,” said
Moberly.
“We’re looking for the consultant
to take a look at these broad items…
with the idea that we would come
out with locations for these types of
facilities … kind of this broader look
at transit and mobility than we have
in the past.”
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PERFECT
continued from page 1
how this goes forward … We’ve got
about $3 million in deferred maintenance that needs to be taken care of.”
Councilmember John Wentworth
reminded Sauser of the record-breaking year that Mammoth Lakes has
had, which has resulted in an approximate $700,000 surplus in the Town’s
general fund.
After the three votes, Sauser reminded the Council that “In our
nickel-and-dime approach we’ve
just taken nearly $300,000 out of that
surplus we were talking about.”
“I believe we’re spending money
that will come back to us in spades
if it’s done well,” said Mayor Shields
Richardson.
“I hope you’re right,” replied Sauser.
Pam Kobylarz, Assistant to the Town
Manager, presented a vision of Mammoth Lakes as a tech hub, with jobs in
technology becoming a way for Mammoth to retain full-time residents
who can thrive in careers that pay
enough for them to live here.
With the implementation of Digital 395, Mammoth Lakes became a
gigabit community, one of only a few
in the country, Kobylarz said, but
many residents are not yet aware of
the opportunities those kind of connection speeds afford. She said that
85 percent of households in Mono
County have the capacity to have
gigabit service if they want it.
The reason for the branding campaign, said Kobylarz, was “we want
to make businesses aware that this
broadband capacity exists and recognize businesses in town which have
taken advantage of that technology…
[and] develop [an] outreach campaign and training for local businesses.”
Kobylarz also wants Mono County
and the Town to provide free WiFi
from the Town and County offices to
Mammoth Creek Park West. Kobylarz

“

”
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INYO COUNTY WORRIES ABOUT MYLF HABITAT
County Supervisors sent letter to Fish and Wildlife Service regarding economic impact of critical habitat designation

By James
he Inyo County Board of Supervisors is nervous that the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s
Final Rule on the Designation of
Critical Habitat for the Sierra Nevada Mountain Yellow-Legged Frog
(MYLF), the Northern Distinct Population Segment of the MYLF and the
Yosemite Toad, which takes effect on
September 26, will create negative
economic impacts on the County.
At Tuesday’s regular Inyo County
Board of Supervisors meeting, supervisors discussed the Final Rule,
issued on August 26.
In a letter dated November 12,
2013, then-Inyo County Board of
Supervisors Chairperson Linda Arcularius wrote to the FWS about the
county’s concerns over the possible
negative impacts of the designation
of critical habitat.
Changes that would occur which
concerned the Board included: grazing use would become prohibited in
Coyote Flats and Mulkey Meadows;
fish stocking would be prohibited
at front-country lakes and nearby
highly valued fisheries; fish may be
removed from prime recreational
fishing lakes and streams; pack stock
use would be curtailed; and recreational access would be denied, the
Board of Supervisors posited.
In its Final Rule, the FWS discounted most of those concerns but
said that it had modified some of
the Critical Habitat Units to partially

T

PHOTO COURTESY DFW

Mountain Yellow-Legged Frog.
address Rock Creek and Rock Creek
Lake, South Lake, and Lamarck
Lakes/Lamarck Creek.
The 2013 letter expressed great
concern that “the results would
decimate our agriculture and tourist based economy, and irreversibly alter our cultural identity and
way of life. The economies of small
population communities are particularly fragile, and there is significant evidence demonstrating that
communities with limited economic
base who see that base diminished
further will see their population
decline rather than grow.”
The FWS dismissed the County’s
economic impact concerns saying
that the incremental approach that
it utilizes will have minimal impacts.
The County’s Planning staff

PHOTO COURTESY UCANR.EDU

Yosemite Toad in a high alpine meadow.
informed the supervisors at Tuesday’s meeting that the Final Rule
has approximately 1.8 million acres
of designated critical habitat being
set aside in 16 California counties,
which includes parts of both Inyo
and Mono counties.
In its 2013 letter to FWS in 2013,
the County also argued that fishing, recreation, livestock grazing,
and packing are not primary threats
to the species, however, again in
its recently announced Rule, FWS
ignored and continued to list these
factors as threats to be addressed.
Amphibian declines appear to be
occurring globally due to habitat
loss, climate change, predation by

non-native fish species, and pollution. In the Sierra Nevada, a fungal
disease called chytridiomycosis
(“chytrid”) is threatening the existence of frog populations that had
once thrived in areas untouched by
non-native trout. The disease affects
the skin of frogs, inhibiting respiration, and causes most infected
animals to die. According to a recent
report on NPR, chytrid is seriously
threatening about 200 amphibian species so far. In California, the
chytrid fungus has moved inexorably across the Sierra Nevada, leaving
thousands of frogs dead.
In areas with introduced fish, trout
eat tadpoles and small frogs and
compete with frogs for insects. Another problem is that trout restrict
frogs and tadpoles towards small,
low-quality areas and separate frog
populations from one another,
resulting in many mountain yellowlegged frog populations dying out.
In this case the remedy has been
to generally look to banning access
and recreational activities in areas
still populated by the yellow-legged
frog in hopes that an undisturbed
environment will allow the species to prosper. Or at least that’s the
theory behind the strategy.
The supervisors plan to send yet
another letter to FWS.
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THE ROBOT WILL SEE YOU NOW...

Newest addition to NIH is cutting-edge da Vinci Surgical System
By Bodine

N

orthern Inyo Hospital has a
new surgeon, and it’s unlike
anything the hospital has
used before. It’s the da Vinci Surgical
System; basically a robotic surgical
machine manufactured by Intuitive Surgical. It can substantially cut
down on recovery time, from 6 weeks
down to a couple of days depending
on the procedure and the patient,
and the hospital can add procedures
like hysterectomies to its in-house
menu.
Kevin Flanigan, CEO of NIH, said
there were a series of things that led
to the decision to go mechanical. He
said the Board of Directors has working on a strategic plan, setting goals
for where the hospital should be in
5 to 10 years along with the skill sets
of staff and the needs of the community.
Robotic-assisted surgery has become the standard for many gynecological and urological procedures,
Flanigan added. It is hard to recruit,
much less retain, a urologist if the
facility doesn’t have a robot on staff.
Currently, patients are referred to
specialists outside the area, like in
Reno or Los Angeles, for these procedures so that they can be performed
with robots.
The da Vinci system comes with
instructions and training modules
for doctors. One of the most valuable
components of the machine is that it

PHOTO COURTESY INTUITIVE SURGICAL

Surgeons operate the daVinci Surgical
System.
allows doctors to practice. Flanigan
explained that through a da Vinci
simulator, surgeons can perform
a mock operation days before the
actual procedure is performed on a
patient.
Joan Lapham, Business Develop-
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SUNDAY, MONDAY & THURSDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL
Happy Hour During Game

AMIGOS DON’T LET AMIGOS DRIVE DRUNK
ROBERTO’S CAFE • 760.934.3667 • 271 OLD MAMMOTH ROAD

ment Administration for Surgery at
Renown Medical Center in Reno, told
The Sheet Wednesday, September
21 that surgeons have to be credentialed before being able to use the
machine, including spending three
days at a cadaver practice lab.
The da Vinci is not a plane on
autopilot. An entire surgical medical team is present for the procedure
with a surgeon controlling what is
essentially a joy stick. The working
components of the machine are
located above the patient, who is
surrounded by nurses and specialists, while the doctor sits in front of
the screen and places his hands in
special gloves that are sued to operate tiny surgical tools. These tiny
instruments become the surgeon’s
hands.
Like in orthoscopic surgery, the
instruments only make small holes
through the skin and tissue to get
to the problem, which means less
recovery time for patients.
Lapham said that, as with any new
technology, there can be some distrust and questioning of the validity
and effectiveness of the product. But,
she added, after having a procedure
done, most detractors are impressed
with the quick recovery time. Some
patients are able to go home the
same day as their surgery.
There are built-in safety measures
for things like sneezing. Flanigan

explained that the doctor has to have
his head inside a compartment attached to the monitor or everything
stops. If a surgeon has to sneeze or
look away for a moment the robot
will stop working.
There are risks for the new machine, but no more than a human
surgery, said both Flanigan and
Lepham.
Lepham gave a ballpark figure of
$1 million to $1.3 million for a robot,
depending on the machine. It is a big
upfront cost, but is offset by savings
on supplies and tools used in traditional surgeries. Flanigan said NIH is
paying $25,000 a month to lease its
machine. He said the exact numbers
for expenses versus revenues for the
robot have not yet been calculated,
but the rough figure is the machine
will bring a 2 percent increase in
revenue.
Surgeons at NIH will be performing gynecological and urological
procedures, the usual initial stepping stone for new robot users, she
added. Renown started its Institute
for Robotic Surgery in 2008 and now
has 20 credentialed professionals on
staff that have performed more than
4,000 surgeries.
The machine is on site now and
surgeons are being trained. There
will be a roll out party in mid-October and the first procedures should
be performed by mid-November.
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BUYING SMOKE
Who pays for wildfires?

By Bodine and Rea
s of Thursday, September 22,
the Owens River Fire had consumed 5,443 acres, including
some structures and was 43 percent
contained.
There are 16 hand crews, 48
engines, 7 helicopters, 6 dozers,
and 7 water tenders assigned to the
fire and 636 people assigned to the
incident.
The estimated cost of the fire, so
far, is $2,400,000, said Inyo National
Forest media contact Deb Schweizer
in an e-mail on Wednesday evening.
The cause of the fire is under investigation. The fire appears to be
human-caused because there was
no lightning the day it began.
If there is a responsible party
found, that entity or person(s) would
be expected to pay for it.
“As a rule, the cost of fires is typically covered by the agency that is
responsible for the fire, either
through base funds or emergency
funds,” Schweizer stated. “For the
federal government, that cost is
passed on to the taxpayers.”
Lightning-caused fires are definitely covered by the agency, she
added.
“For human-caused fires, the
option of cost recovery is possible,
but the investigation would need to
have substantial evidence and be
able to determine who had caused
the fire,” Schweizer explained. “That

A
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The Owens River Fire grows in size soon after it started. This view is from Crowley.
is often lacking. If a fire is tied to an
are considered to be either maliindividual, they may likely not have
cious, willful or negligent.
the funds to cover a cost of a fire.”
“Of those three, the most common
In case of the devestating 2013
is negligence,” he told Oregon Live.
Rim Fire, 33-year-old hunter Keith
“[Those fires] are usually caused by
Matthew Emerald of Columbia,
somebody doing something that
Calif. was initially charged with
is prohibited at the time,” such as
starting the 250,000-acre fire, which
cutting firewood outside of authocaused about $125 million in damge rized times, building campfires or,
alone. However, Emerald’s charges
in the case of Dominic Decarlo and
were dismissed due to the fact that
Cloyd Deardorff, mowing lawns. The
two key witnesses in the case against two men were running mowers one
him died before they could testify at
afternoon in drought conditions,
trial.
which led to the 2015 Stouts Fire,
Oregon Department of Forestry
fire prevention specialist Kyle Reed
spokesman Brian Ballou told Oregon told Oregon Live. The two men were
Live that human-caused wildfires
cited for improper use of fire and

paid fines of $120 for Decarlo and
$440 for Deardorff, the news service
reported.
In August, it was revealed the two
may be ordered to pay the $37 million it cost to fight the fire, which
burned for a month and covered
over 26,000 acres.
Last year, a mountain biker in
Idaho was found responsible for a
73 acre fire in the Hulls Gulch area
near Boise after he attempted to
burn toilet paper in hot, dry conditions, the Idaho Statesman reported.
The costs of fighting the fire, which
included four air tankers and three
helicopters, could be anywhere
from $50,000 to $75,000, said Carrie
Bilbao, BLM Boise District spokeswoman. There may be the option for
a payment plan for the biker, Bilbao
told the Statesman.
In rare cases, evidence is both
strong enough and the party responsible has the funds to pay for the
cost of the fire. In 2010, Southern
California Edison paid $2.8 million
to settle claims that its power transmission line started the 2002 Birch
Fire, which scorched more than
2,600 acres in the the Inyo National
Forest, reported Law 360.
Wildfires are likely to get more
expensive and bigger than ever due
to changing climate conditions and

see FIRES, page 11
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MORMANN’S MONDAY MEALS

continued from page 10
years of fuels management policy of
over grazing, logging and fire suppression that knocks down smaller
natural fires. The cost of fighting
fires has risen from $1 billion annually in the 1990s to more than $3
billion annually since 2002, according to Ross Gorte’s “the Rising Cost
of Wildfire Protection,” a 2013 study
funded by Headwaters.
Fighting fires burns through
nearly half of the total Forest Service
annual budget and more than 10
percent of the budget for the Department of the Interior. States and
municipalities spend another $1-2

I 11

billion, money that would otherwise
be spent on things like recreation
management are being diverted for
fighting fires.
Bigger and more frequent fires are
only part of the equation. Gorte says
that the Wildland-Urban Interface
(WUI) of more residences that are
farther off the beaten path and in
fire territory also adds to the price
tag. Putting resources into WUI
means less money for wildland fire
control. Wildlands build up with
fuel and the result are bigger more
expensive fires.

PHOTO: REA

A California Conservation Corps crew braves the cold at Canyon Lodge, which transformed into a Fire Camp this week to house firefighters battling the Owens River Fire.

P hot os by Rea

Photos, from top: Thomas Loftis gets a plate of egg fried rice from Conrad Mormann.
Paul LeBourgeois, fresh from working in Yosemite’s High Sierra Camps, is pleased with
his complimentary meal. Richard Leonin adds some ambience to the scene.
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OFF THE SLOPES

A NEW VISION: RESTORING SIGHT IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

Opthalmologist Dr. Geoffrey Tabin opens Mammoth Medical Missions’ IDAMC
By Rea

“

In Nepal, you get old, your hair
turns white, then your eyes turn
white, and then you die,” said Dr.
Geoffrey Tabin, an ophthalmologist
who has made it his life’s mission to
restore sight to people in developing
countries suffering from cataractcaused blindness.
The International Disaster and
Austere Medicine Conference, hosted
by Mammoth Medical Missions,
kicked off on Tuesday, September 20
with Tabin’s lecture. Founder of the
Himalayan Cataract Project, Tabin
was inspired to become an ophthalmologist after climbing Mt. Everest
in 1988 and seeing how many people
in Nepal were suffering from totally
treatable blindness.
Worldwide, Tabin said, about 20
million people are considered “totally
blind” because of cataracts, which are
a clouding in the lens of the eye due
to the clumping of cells or protein,
obstructing light. That number jumps
to 60 million when considering those
who are considered “legally blind.”
“The Nepali expression for a blind
person is ‘a mouth with no hands,’”
said Tabin. People who go blind in de-

Dr. Geoffrey Tabin with a cataract patient.
veloping countries experience a loss
of social status, self esteem, and can
be viewed as burdensome for their
families. Their life expectancy drops
to 1/3 of that of their peers.
Dr. Tabin described giving people
their sight back through cataract
surgery as, “This crazy miracle.

PHOTOS COURTESY CHARITY.ORG

People were instantly restored to life.
The next day they looked 10 years
younger.”
The two visionaries that inspired
Dr. Tabin to make cataract surgery
his life’s work were Dr. Sandak Ruit,
a Nepali eye surgeon who pioneered
small-incision cataract surgery, and

Dr. Fred Hollows, a New Zealander
whose calling was also curing treatable blindness. In 1993, Dr. Tabin
said, the cost of the small lens (known
as an IOL) needed to replace the
cataract-damaged lens of the eye cost
around $200, which made the cost of
performing the surgeries in developing countries prohibitively expensive.
Hollows died from cancer in 1993, but
one year later the Fred Hollows IOL
Laboratory at the Tilganga Eye Centre
in Kathmandu began producing IOLs
at the cost of about $5. Since then,
according to the Fred Hollows Foundation, the laboratory has produced
more than two million lenses.
These days, Dr. Tabin said, the
surgical team at Tilganga performs
about 30,000 cataract surgeries per
year. He showed a video to prove how
quickly the streamlined, team effort can remove a cataract-damaged
lens and replace it with an IOS—in
about 3 and a half minutes, surgeons
had performed the operation on an
eye. “I was blown away by his team
approach, delivering top quality care

see CATARACTS, page 18
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JUST LIKE MOM USED TO MAKE
Mama’s Kitchen Table serves up pastries, eclectic food and warm fuzzies
By Rea

J

anet Francis’ life has always revolved around food, and when she
got the chance to open her own
bakery and café, she left her job as a
baker at the Looney Bean to realize a
dream—she wanted to create a space
that made folks feel just as comfortable as she did around her own
mother’s kitchen table.
Growing up in Annapolis, Maryland,
with a large family who hailed from
both Jamaica and Beirut, Francis grew
up with her grandfather’s Lebanese
food. “My grandfather would make
hummous with a fork after soaking chickpeas all night, and he just
chopped up his Baba Ganoush,” she
said of a world before food processors.
“He’d leave the skin on the eggplant. I
used to hate it as a kid, but I wouldn’t
have it any other way now.”
Mama’s Kitchen Table is certainly an
eclectic mix of styles and disciplines—
Janet’s daughter Ashley was feeding
her young son, Sage, a cup of minty
tabbouleh, and the glass cases are
filled with fresh pastries. There is ice
water flavored with orange slices and
Cheetos and Kind bars on the counter
for bites on the run.
Francis also serves up frittatas,
avocado toast, and bagels for breakfast
and simple sandwiches for lunch. She’s
trying to do what she knows, and keep
it easy—for now. “I want to be smart,”
she says of her current hours, which
are Monday-Friday, 7 a.m. until 3 p.m.
“The truth is I need to get my bearings
about me.”

PHOTO: REA

Janet Francis with her famous apple cake.

“It’s a marathon, not a sprint,” says
Ashley of the hours. Mama’s Kitchen
Table will eventually open on weekends, Francis says, once she gets her
operation streamlined.
Janet Francis hadn’t planned on
opening her own restaurant, but when
Kathleen Rudder showed her the space

she currently occupies, the wheels
started turning. The newly-renovated
shop in the Sierra Center Mall had
originally been slated to house the
Great Basin Bakery’s Mammoth store.
When that plan fell through, Francis
was offered what was essentially a
turn-key restaurant. “I was excited
about Great Basin coming in,” she
said. She didn’t want to leave Looney
Bean, but the idea of a place to call her
own kept nagging at her. She thought
about it for weeks.
“I said, ‘Mom, just make a decision!’”
jokes Ashley, who helps run the wholesale accounts for Mama’s Kitchen Table
and says she “eats a lot of her [mom’s]
food and drinks copious amounts
of her coffee.” Francis is selling her
incomparable pastries, at Black Velvet
Coffee. Her scones are about as perfect
as it gets, the result of “a lot of butter
and a lot of heavy cream.” Her milk
chocolate chip scone is better than a
cookie, just lightly sweet, crumbly, the
dough is just a vehicle to hold huge
chocolate chips in cohesion.
Jenny Senior, who works upstairs for
the County, happened to pop in while
I sat chatting with Janet, Ashley and
Sage. “Oh, my God, the apple cake,”
gushed Senior, who probably runs
about 50 miles a week and therefore
makes food an important priority in
her life. I tried the apple cake. It was
like the kind of food one eats in a
dream (I eat in my dreams a lot, I also

make food an important priority in
my life). Soft and spongy, holding tart
chunks of apple in a perfect crumb,
with a crust of crunchy sugar on top,
the combination of textures made me
want to sit down with a cup of coffee,
just me and the cake. The flavor almost
held a hint of banana, and the cinnamon mixed with the crisp in the fall
air was life-affirming. I had taken my
apple cake in a bag and walked to my
car, absentmindedly taking a bite as I
left the Sierra Center Mall. As I turned
on my car, I took several more pieces
from the bag. I told myself I wanted to
wait to finish this cake, but it was gone
by the time I got home.
Francis has worked doing a little
bit of everything, most of it involving
food, of course, and hopes her new
space will provide her with a platform
to continue the tradition she grew up
in—of the table being the center of the
universe. She has a framed photo of
her mother and her two sisters around
the table they grew up with. She hopes
she can get that table shipped out and
put it in her new restaurant. “That
kitchen table that they’re leaning on
[in the photo]…” was in all of her family memories, she said. “We cried, we
laughed, we mourned, we argued, ate,
drank, everything was resolved around
the kitchen table.”
Mama’s Kitchen Table is open
Monday-Friday from 7 a.m. until 3 p.m.
760.709.6214.
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BARS & MUSIC

TOWN STUFF

Happy Hour/

Sept. 23-25/

Outlaw Saloon. 4-7 p.m. daily and all
night on Mondays.
Roberto’s 4-6 p.m. Mon.-Thurs.
Austria Hof. 4-7 p.m. Sun.-Thurs.
Fri.-Sat. 4-6 p.m.
Whitebark Restaurant Bar & Lounge
Unwind with daily drink and food
specials 4-6 p.m. Half price sushi
Mondays.
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour 5-7
p.m. daily and all day Sunday. $5
dollar menu items, drink specials.
Happy Hour @ Sushi Rei. 5-6 p.m.
daily. Half off apps and $5 hand roll
+small sake . Sundays are all-night
happy hour.
Happy Hour @ The Bistro at
Snowcreek, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Mon.-Sat.
Mammoth Tavern Happy Hour
Tuesday-Sunday 3:30-5 p.m. Closed
Mondays.Text
Smokeyard weekend Happy Hour
4-6 p.m. in the bar only.
Side Door Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m.
Fridays: Half off Moscow and
Kentuky Mules. Saturday and Sunday:
Bottomless mimosas 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Mammoth’s famous Slocums Happy
Hour 4-6 p.m.
Giovanni’s Happy Hour, daily 4-6
p.m. Large pizza and a pitcher of beer
gets you free wings.
Lakanuki Happy Hour daily 4:3010:30 p.m., $4 margaritas, Mai Tais
and food discounts. Sunday Club
Nights with DJ Night Audit. Happy
Hour drink specials 10 p.m.- close.
Rock Creek Lakes Resort, Friday and
Saturday, 3-5 p.m. with a happy hour
menu.
Tamarack Lodge, Joe Gray Jr. at the
Baby Grand Friday and Saturday,
5:30-9:30 p.m.
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill,
Daily Happy Hour, 3-6 p.m. $1 off
draft beers, $2 off wine, $4 well
drinks, $2 off specialty drinks.
The Monkey Bar Restaurant hosts
their Happy Hour from 3-6 p.m. and
10-12 p.m. every day. Food & drink
specials including a $5 Mai-Tai.

Sept. 22-23/

Ease Up play Rafters on their Return
to Sender tour. 10 p.m. 21 and over.

Sept. 23-24/

Cosmic Bowling at Mammoth Rock ‘n
Bowl. 9 p.m. to close. See ad, p. 7.

Monday, Sept. 26/

Open Mic night @ Rafters. 9 p.m.
Bowling ‘n Beats @ Mammoth Rock
‘n Bowl starting 8 p.m. See ad, p. 7.

Tuesday, Sept. 27/

Karaoke at Rafters. Show off your
pipes. 9 p.m. Free.
Trivia Tuesday at Mammoth Brewing
Co. Bring your game face. Prizes for
the winners. 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 28/
• Chicken & Beef Teriyaki
• Tempura • Tonkatsu • Sukiyaki
• Calamari • Sushi
• Full Service Cocktail Bar
& Lounge
760-872-4801
Open at 5 p.m.
635 N. Main St.
Bishop
25 years of experience

japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar

CALENDAR PAGES SPONSORED BY:

Wine Wednesday at Black Velvet
Coffee. Free tasting with purchase of
a bottle, and a free waffle with tasting.
7 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 1/

June Lake Autumn Beer Festival.
Live music, games, contests. Free
and open to all. Featuring local and
visiting breweries. 11:30 a.m.-6:00
p.m. at Gull Lake Park in June Lake.
See sidebar, next page.

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

Beer lovers’ candy store
Oktoberfest in the Village at
Mammoth. Celebrate with beer, brats
Selection of more than 300 beers
and music from Bayern Maiden.
DODGE SUING LA RAMS FOR NOT
Friday: Rocktoberfest. Saturday: Game
BEING TOUGH, RUINING BRAND
day with MLFD including log sawing,
stein holding, keg toss and tug-of-war.
934.6260
Main St. Next to Rick’s
Sunday: Kindergarten presented by
Mono Council for the Arts.
Military Outdoors Weekend, a
2-night backpack trip open to U.S.
Service Members and Veterans.
Starts near Kennedy Meadows on
Saturday. Food and guide services at
no cost to participant. Contact Fran
760.873.6500 or fran.hunt@sierraclub.
org.
IDAMC (International Disaster
and Austere Medicine Conference)
continues. Disaster Drill on
Saturday. More info: www.
mammothmedicalmissions.org.
Pabanamanina Powwow in Bishop
at the Paiute Palace Casino Powwow
grounds. Alcohol and drug free event.
For info: bishoppowwow@yahoo.com.
Yosemite Facelift continues in
Yosemite Valley. Raffles, prizes and
rewards for the most trash collected.
Sponsored by Yosemite Climbing
Association and the National Park
Service. Visit www.yosemiteclimbing.
org for info.
Friday, Sept. 23/

Farmer’s Market Independence.
Mairs Market parking lot. 4-7 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 24/

Chamber Music Unbound
presents The Felici Piano Trio and
guest Theodore Kuchar, viola,
in a concert entitled “Harvest
Moon.” Tix: $22 Adult, $17 Senior,
$7 Student. Available at www.
ChamberMusicUnbound.org, at the
Booky Joint in Mammoth Lakes, or
at the door. 7:30 p.m. @ Cerro Coso
College, Mammoth.
Mammoth Storytelling Festival @
Hayden Cabin, 5489 Sherwin Creek
Rd. 12-4 p.m. Suggested donation: $10
for adults and $5 for kids. See sidebar,
next page.
Shake Shake Luau at June Lake
Brewing Co. Ohanas 395 will serve
traditional luau food. JLB has beer
specials. Hula challenge, keg hold,
other fun stuff. Begins 11 a.m.
National Public Lands Day with
Friends of the Inyo and the Eastern
Sierra 4-Wheel Drive Club.Volunteer
work will take place on Black Canyon
Road in the White Mountains. Meet
8 a.m. junction of Warm Springs
Rd. and Poleta Rd. Info: ben@
friendsoftheinyo.org.
Memorial service for Jack Winkler.
Mammoth Community Church, 1 p.m.
All are welcome to attend.
Farmer’s Market in Bishop. 9 a.m.-12
p.m. Behind City Hall.
ESIA Rock Creek Exploration Hike.
Meet at Mosquito Flats Trailhead.
Meet at 10:30 at the restrooms.
Please RSVP with Nathan Silva at
760.920.1163.

Sunday, Sept. 25/

Warren Fork Canyon hike with the
Sierra Club. Meet Mammoth Lakes
Union Bank at 9 a.m. or 9:45 Ranger
Station Highway 120. Call Maurica at
760.932.7175.

Monday, Sept. 26/

Bishop City Council Meeting, 6 p.m.
@ City Council Chambers.

BUY AN AD NOW
Your ad here makes you $$$
Know why?

People read...

Call June 937.3967
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Community Concert Series
The Bishop Community
Concerts Association has been
providing Bishop with quality live
entertainment for over 65 years.
This year’s concert series begins
September 22 with George Kahn’s
“Jazz and Blues Revue.”
All concerts begin at 7 p.m. at
Bishop Union High School in the
Dorothy Joseph Auditorium.
A six-concert 2016-2017 season
membership costs just $75.
This year’s lineup:
Geo. Kahn’s – “Jazz & Blues Revue”
-Thursday, September 22, 2016.
Brandon Ridenour Classical
Trumpet & Pianist -Wednesday,
October 12, 2016.
Firebird Balalaika Ensemble
-Colorful Russian Music – Thursday,
November 17, 2016.
Alina Kiryayeva, Ukrainian Classical
Pianist – Tuesday, January 31, 2017.
“LIFEsong” from Vanguard
University Mixed Double Quartet &
Pianist – Monday, March 13, 2017.
“The Folk Collection” Classic Folk
Songs of the ‘60s – Monday, April 3,
2017.
More info: www.bishopcca.org.

Old Mammoth Road rehab
Partial lane closures and traffic
delays are set to occur on Old
Mammoth Road from Main Street
to Sherwin Creek Road. Expect
delays along Old Mammoth Road
and accesses to and from local
businesses. Access will be provided
to local businesses at all times. For all
other vehicular traffic, please detour
around Old Mammoth Road when
possible.
Work will be continue until October
2016 and affect vehicular traffic and
local businesses.
If you require further information
or have issues during the
construction please feel free to
contact: Jamie Robertson, Assistant
Engineer at 760.965.3653.

Mammoth Storytelling Festival
The Mammoth Museum at Hayden
Cabin presents its first Mammoth
Storytelling Festival on Satuday,
September 24. By presenting “Tales of
the Sierra” on the banks of Mammoth
Creek, the Mammoth Museum
will transport its audience to a less
hectic time... a time when families
sat together and enjoyed spoken
entertainment for all ages.
Event is sponsored by the Southern
Mono Historical Society. All ages,
begins at 12:00 p.m. and ends around
4:00 p.m. Break for musical interlude
and sweet treats around 2:00 p.m.
Requested donation: $10 for adults
and $5 for children.
Also the closing weekend of the
Hayden Cabin Mammoth Museum.
Come prepared for variable
weather. 5489 Sherwin Creek Rd. For
more information, contact Lesley
at 760.934.6918 or lesleybruns@
outlook.com, or check out www.
mammothmuseum.org.
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TOWN STUFF

UPCOMING

Tuesday, Sept. 27/

Oct. 1-2/

13th Annual Lakanuki Fall Classic.
$65 per person includes 18 holes
of golf, snack box, raffle entry and
food at Lakanuki. Costumes highly
encouraged. Begins 9:30 a.m. at Sierra
Star Golf Course.
Meet and Greet the Democratic
candidates for U.S. Congress Dr. Rita
Ramirez and Ca. Assembly Robert
Carabas. Cerro Coso College, 4 to 6
p.m.
Bishop Planning Commission meets
in Bishop Council Chambers. 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 28/

Parks and Recreation Commission
meeting, 5:15, Council Chambers,
Bishop.
Contractor’s State License Board
educational outreach event. 9:00 a.m.
Suite Z in Mammoth.
MLC Fall Raptor Rapture. Meet at
Mono Lake Committee Information
Center and Bookstore in Lee Vining.
Call 760.647.6595 for info.

Thursday, Sept. 29/

Mammoth Creek Hike with the
Sierra Club. Final hike of the summer.
Meet 4:40 Mammoth Union Bank.
Contact Sally 760.218.0083.
Guiding your student through the
college application process (Grade
12). Presented by Kelley Jayne, MHS
counselor. 6:30-8 p.m. at MHS Library.

Friday, Sept. 30/

Farmer’s Market Independence.
Mairs Market parking lot 4-7 p.m.

Sept. 30-Oct. 2/

Geology of the Mono Basin: Land
of Fire & Ice with the Mono Lake
Committee. Join geologist Greg Stock
for a three-day seminar on the Mono
Basin’s scenic wonders. Fee for the
program. To register: 760.647.6595.

I 15

American Indian Food Preparation
with Julia Parker and daughter Lucy.
The famous Julia Parker, who recently
retired from weaving baskets at
the Yosemite Indian Museum, will
teach a class on American-Indian
traditions in Yosemite. Tickets: www.
yosemiteconservancy.org.

Saturday, Oct. 1/

BLM National Public Lands Day
with Friends of the Inyo and Bishop
BLM. Help care for areas impacted
by the Round Fire. Meet at 8:30 at
the Paradise Fire Station. Work runs
until 12 p.m. and is followed by a
BBQ at the fire station. Info: ben@
friendsoftheinyo.org.
Annual Bunco Fundraiser hosted
by Moms of Military Servicemen &
Servicewomen. Bishop VFW Post
8988, 484 Short St. Bishop. Doors
open at 6:00 p.m. Tasty treats, auction
items.

Monday, Oct. 3/

MHS Homecoming kickoff bonfire.
6-8 p.m. behind MHS and MMS.
Owens Valley Radio Observatory
(OVRO) Tour. Starts 1 p.m. Contact
Dr. Mark Hodges at 760.938.2075.

Tuesday, Oct. 4/

Mammoth Lakes Recreation
Commission meets in Suite Z. 9:00
a.m.
Mammoth Lakes Recreation meets in
Suite Z. 5:00 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 8/

Montly Bishop Paiute COSA, Bird
Walk and Census Dates. Meet at
BLM/Forest Service on West Line St.
in Bishop. Contact Hillary Behr at
hillarybehr@yahoo.com.

AT THE MOVIES
Minaret Cinemas
The Magnificent Seven (PG-13): Seven outlaws try to protect the town of Rose
Creek from industrialist Bartholomew Bogue.
Hell or High Water (R): Bank-forecloses-on-family-ranch heist film, with cowboy hats.
Customer appreciation night returns Tuesdays. All seats $6, food/drink specials
Info: www.mammothlakesmovies.com/760.934.3131.

Intervalley Shuttle from Reds
Meadow to Devils Postpile
The Eastern Sierra Transit Authority
(ESTA) will run a complimentary
weekend intervalley shuttle service
this fall, continuing through the
Columbus Day weekend.
The intervalley shuttle will run from
the parking area at Reds Meadow
Resort to Devils Postpile from 10:00
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Saturdays and
Sundays. The Devils Postpile parking
lot will be closed during this time
and visitors will be directed to park at
Reds Meadow Resort and take the bus
to the Devils Postpile.

Mammoth Hospital construction
Mammoth Hospital will be starting
construction on a new employee
parking lot on the North Side of
campus adjacent to the Orthopedic
and Physical Therapy Clinics.
Construction is expected to last
from four to six weeks and will
allow more convenient parking
for Mammoth Hospital patients.
Please be advised that earth-moving
equipment, dump trucks and other
construction vehicles will be very
active.
It is recommended to avoid the
construction zone if possible. Please
excuse any dust and noise that may
result as contractors will be doing
their best to minimize impact for the
general public.
Construction on the new parking
lot is expected to be completed by
the November 1. In the meantime,
your cooperation with personnel
and attention to safety is much
appreciated!

Autumn Beer Festival
The 4th Annual June Lake Autumn
Beer Festival will be held rain or shine
at Gull Lake Park in June.
Festival features many breweries,
including: June Lake Brewing,
Cismontane Brewing Co., Pizza Port
Brewing, Green Flash Brewing Co.,
Booze Brothers Brewing Co., Four
Sons Brewing, 32 North Brewing Co.,
and more.
Beer garden tickets are sold out,
but there will still be plenty of familyfriendly activities open to all. A steinholding competition is limited to 20
participants for both men and women
and the cost is $15.
A free shuttle will be provided from
Mammoth Lakes to June Lake (and
back). Mammoth pick up/drop off
location To Be Announced.
June Lake pick up/drop off is at Gull
Lake Park. Shuttles depart Mammoth
at 11:30, 12:30, 1:30, 2:30 and 3:30.
Shuttles depart June Lake at 12:00,
1:00, 2:00, 3:00, and 5:00.
The festival runs from 10:00 a.m.
until 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, October
1.
For more info, visit www.facebook.
com/junelakeautumnbeerfest.com.
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Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted
IMACA JOB OPENINGS Inyo Mono
Advocates for Community Action, Inc.
(IMACA) has the following open position:

Sierra Employment Services, Inc is
hiring for the following positions
Bilingual Cashier- B $10-$11/hr
Office Assistant-M $12-$20/ hr
General Laborers -B,M $12-$16/hr
Account Clerk II-M $19.63-$26.15/hr
Apprentice Carpenters-M $18-$30/hr
PT/FT Housekeepers-B,M$12-$15/hr
Staffing Coordinator-B,M $14-$16/hr
Bilingual Receptionist-B,M $12-$15/hr
Call 760-924-0523 or 760-873-8599
See our full job list online
www.SierraEmployment.com
Bleu Handcrafted Foods is HIRING!
Looking for someone to join our amazing
team at Bleu with a passion for food, wine,
charcuterie and great customer service!
Food and beverage experience a must! An
oppotunity to learn more about the craft of
Artisan Bread Baking is also avalable. Full
or part-time available. Hourly plus tips.
Send reumes to theresabrocia@yahoo.com
or call 760.709-6689
Mammoth Car Rental/Hertz: Looking
for someoneHiring for full time year round
positions. Please inquire with Tom at 760.
934-3399.
Mammoth Chevron: Seeking responsible individuals. Job offers attactive wage,
commensurate with experience. Currently
hiring for Mechanic, day & night shift with
some counter help. This can be a year
round position. Please inquire with Tom at
760.934-3399.
Help Wanted! We need FULL TIME
BAKERS at Stellar Brew. You must be self
motivated and love to bake. Some experience is nice, even if it’s not professional.
Also, Sierra Bounty Produce is looking
for someone to drive the van and do the
produce pick up on Mondays. Plan on
committing 6 hours on Mondays until the
end of September. EMAIL stellarbrew@
gmail.com If you are interested, or bring a
resume to Stellar Brew!
Housekeeping position available at the
Austria Hof Lodge. Call 760.934.2764 or
drop off resume at 924 Canyon Blvd.
Mammoth Brewing Co. is is looking for
an Office Administrator to join our dynamic team. Responsibilities include A/P
and A/R management, clerical & administrative duties and employee & customer
relations.
Position is located in our distribution
office near Mammoth Airport. Must be
self-motivated and team player, with
experience in QuickBooks a huge plus. $21
-$25/per hour depending on experience,
plus benefits and Beer Bux. Go to http://
mammothbrewingco.com/employment
for more information.

Housekeepers ($11)
Cooks
Dishwashers
Maintenance Worker
Please complete an application at
164 Old Mammoth Rd.
or e-mail pl@thelandingtahoe.com
P/T Counter-Delivery Person Must
have clean driving record. Flexible schedule including weekends and holidays. Pick
up application and job description at 3280
Main Street, Mammoth Lakes.
Smokeyard in the Village at Mammoth
has a few openings in all positions. Stop
by in person or email resumes to info@
smokeyard.com.

Temporary Snow Removal Operators
$20.79/hour. The Town of Mammoth
Lakes is looking for Snow Removal Operators for the upcoming winter season! If
you have a valid California Class B license,
experience operating heavy equipment,
and want to secure a temporary job with
full time hours for the winter, this job
is for you. For more information on the
position and how to apply, visit www.
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.
Ice Rink Staff
The Town is looking for full-time and
part-time seasonal Ice Rink Facilities Staff
and an Assistant Site Coordinator, to work
midweek,weekends, evenings, and /or
holidays. With flexible hours, these positions are ideal for people who are looking to pick up extra work for the winter
season. visit www.townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov. for more information.
Equipment Mechanic
The Town is looking for a full-time,
permanent Equipment Mechanic to join
our hard-working Public Works Department. This position will be filled at either
the journey or trainee-level. So, whether
you’re just beginning your career as a
Mechanic, have years of experience, or
you;re somewhere in between, this is a
great oppoetunity for you! Visit our website for more information.
Hotel seeking front desk agent/night
audit position Must be available to work
graveyard shifts. 16-32 hours per week.
Perfect if you already have a part time job
and are looking to pick up extra shifts.
Must be able to work most weekends &
holidays. Hospitality experience is a plus
but not required.Starting hourly ranges
based on experience. Please deliver resume in person or pick up application at
Sierra Lodge located at 3540 Main Street
or send to info@sierralodge.com
Like the outdoors? Good at Sales?The
5th Annual Fly Fishing Faire has a short
term position (now until Oct. 1) for an active sales person who wants to share their
love of the outdoors and their Eastern
Sierra community. We need someone
who is able to place posters and flyers
throughout the region and who will also
acquire local sponsors for the Faire. Mileage +commission. If you are a self-starter
and love interacting with people, this may
be the job for you. Please contact Connie
818.203.8922 or Michael 818.601.9702
with any questions.
Johns Pizza Works
Hiring experienced line cooks must be
able to work well under pressure, bilingual. Apply in person at Johns Pizza Works
with Resume.
1849 Condos Rentals
IMMEDIATE JOB OPENING
Seeking a Condo inspector / Assistant
Helps Manager inspect Condos for Arrivals and Departures. Also assists in day to
day operations
ALSO HIRING HOUSEKEEPERS!
Competitive hourly wage
Great Work environment
Become part of our “family”!
Come fill out an Application Today or email resume to
housekeeping@1849condos.com
1849 Condos - 826 Lakeview Blvd.
760-934-7525
The Hilton Creek Community Services
District is interested in hearing
from people who can provide snow removal services on some private
roads in the district and at the sewer
treatment plant for the 2016/2017
snow season. The snow removal equipment would need to be located in
Crowley Lake for the season, and snow
removed prior to 7:00 a.m. and when
there is a 2” accumulation or more. If you
are interested, or for further information,
please contact the General Manager at
(760) 935-4500 before October 10, 2016.

Position: CCC Bilingula Receptionist/
Administrative Assistant
Department: Community Connection
for children
Location: Mammoth Lakes
Salary & Status: $12.21 - $13.15 DOQ20 hrs/wk; non-exempt
Partial Benefits- Vacation, Sick, Holidays
Open: September 17, 2016
Closing: September 30, 2016 by 5:00 pm
Application forms and job descriptions are available at: 137 E. South Street,
Bishop, Ca. 93514 or on line at www.
imaca.net Applicants must complete an
IMACA application form. INYO MONO
ADVOCATES FOR COMMUNITY ACTION, INC. IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
EMPLOYER.
Surefoot Mammoth is hiring for the upcoming winter season! Seeking passionate
skiers to fill multiple full-time bootfitter/
sales associate positions. We offer competitive pay and a season pass with time
to use it. Must have excellent customer
service skills and be able to work in a fast
paced work environment. This is a great
opportunity to learn an important skill in
the ski industry. Email resume to Mammoth@surefoot.com or stop by the store
in the Village at Mammoth to grab an
application.
1849 Condos has IMMEDIATE JOB
OPENINGS. Seeking a Condo inspector/
Assistant who aids manager in inspecting
condos for arrivals and departures. Also
assists in day-to-day operations. ALSO
HIRING HOUSEKEEPERS! Competitive
hourly wage. Great Work environment
Become part of our “family!” Come fill out
an application Today or email resume to
housekeeping@1849condos.com
1849 Condos is located at 826 Lakeview
Blvd. 760.934.7525 1849 Condos Rentals
Part-Time , dog handler and morning
Handy man jobs. Call Jim (760) 914-1019.
Second Hand Thrift Shop is looking for
a bright, cheerful, upbeat applicant, ready
for front line retail with potential to grow.
Must be fit and able to lift, have exceptional guest service skills, and desire to
grow into leadership position. Wage DOE.
Email resume and cover letter to clepre@
disabledsportseasternsierra.org or fax to
(760) 934-2475

For Rent
Great family home in June Lake. Quiet,
amazing views. 2 BDR, 2 BA, Loft. Dog
run. Pellet stove. Close to June Mountain
for skiing. Easy access to lakes, streams
and hiking. Pet deposit. $2,100/month.
Address: 130 Nevada Street. Call Pat @
760.709.2119.
Clean, quiet partially furnished studio
apt. in Mammoth Slopes, $695/mo., 1 person rate, lease, N/S, N/P, low utilities, first,
last & security. Call 760.934.9451.
Three Light and Bright, beautifully furnished 1 BDR units available for rent from
now until Dec. 15th. Upper units, very
modern, custom lounge sofa, stainless
steel appliances.Dishwasher, microwave,
oven, etc. DirecTV, fast wifi and all other
utilities included in the rent. Absolutely
N/S and N/P. $1,400 per unit. Will consider any timeframe within this period.
Contact Nate Hunter 310.748.4506, or
nate@cityloancorp.com.
Unfurnished 3 BDR, 2.5 BA plus small
loft between The Village and Canyon
Lodge. Call Troy 760.920.3304.
Fantastic Storage/ Show Room/ Shop,
Corner Unit. Best Location in Industrial
Park. Approx. 1,400 SF. 58 Commerce
Drive. 760.934.4583

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Realtors Choice Handyman

John Meister
1629 Majestic Pines, #10 , P.O. Box 9099
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant has not yet begun to transact business under the fictitious business
name listed herein.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on August 24, 2016
File Number 16-121
2016-0149 (9/24, 10/1, 10/8, 10/15)
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Alpenglow Business Services

Jennifer Chase
200 Waterford Rd. P.O. Box 1464
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant has not yet begun to transact business under the fictitious business
name listed herein.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on August 12, 2016
File Number 16-112
2016-0144 (9/17, 9/24, 10/1, 10/8)
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Mikes Safe & Lock

Mike Abbott
65 Mountain Blvd. P.O. Box 100-PMB 110
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant has not yet begun to transact business under the fictitious business
name listed herein.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on August 29, 2016
File Number 16-124
2016-0136 (9/03, 9/10, 9/17, 9/24)
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:

Neubauer Construction , Inc.
53 Sierra Manor Road P.O. Box 3579
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
This business is conducted by a corporation.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name
or names listed above on June 03, 2016 .
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on August 26,2016
File Number 16-123
2016-0140 ( 9/10, 9/17, 9/24, 10/1)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:

High Sierra Brine Shrimp Inc.
54873 HWY 395 P.O. Box 640
Lee Vining, CA 93541
This business is conducted by a corporation.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name
or names listed above on Jan. 15,2016.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on August 30, 2016
File Number 16-126
2016-0132 (9/03, 9/10, 9/17, 9/24)

PERSONALS

I hope to meet you...under the Dome of
Silence. I’ll bring the weed.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Notice of Avail./Public Hearing

Notice of Ordinance

Notice of Ordinance

TO: Agencies, Organizations, and Interested Parties

ORDINANCE NO. ORD16-_013
URGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE MONO COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS CONFIRMING THE DESIGNATION OF CERTAIN UNPAVED COUNTY ROADS
THROUGHOUT THE UNINCORPORATED AREA OF
MONO COUNTY AS ROUGHLY GRADED ROADS
WITHIN THE MEANING OF VEHICLE CODE SECTION 38001 FOR THE PURPOSE OF CREATING
CLEAR GUIDANCE TO THE PUBLIC, LAW ENFORCEMENT,
AND PARTICIPANTS IN THE 2016 SIERRA SAFARI
OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE TOUR

ORDINANCE NO. ORD16-07
AN ORDINANCE OF THE MONO COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS DESIGNATING CERTAIN
UNPAVED COUNTY ROADS THROUGHOUT THE
UNINCORPORATED AREA OF MONO COUNTY AS
ROUGHLY GRADED ROADS WITHIN THE MEANING OF VECHICLE CODE SECTION 38001 FOR THE
PURPOSE OF FACILITATING 2016 SIERRA SAFARI
OFF-HIGHWAY VECHILE TOUR

SUBJECT: Notice of Intent to Adopt/Notice of Availability for the Draft Mammoth Creek Gap Closure
Project Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
This serves as the Town of Mammoth Lakes (Town)
Notice of Intent to adopt an Initial Study/ Mitigated
Negative Declaration for Mammoth Creek Gap
Closure Project, prepared in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), State CEQA
Guidelines and local implementation procedures.
PROJECT TITLE: Mammoth Creek Gap Closure
Project
PROJECT LOCATION: Town of Mammoth Lakes,
California. The project includes multi-use path improvements to the north of Old Mammoth Road from
Minaret Road to 919 feet east of the Minaret Road and
Old Mammoth Road intersection. The project will be
aligned with the Town’s right-of-way and within the
following assessor parcels: (APN) 040-020-001-000 (2
Meadow Lane), 040-021-000-000 (96 Meadow Lane),
and 040-140-003-000 (101 Sherwin Creek Road).
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The proposed project
involves the construction of a Class I Multi-use Path
(MUP) that will be designed to connect to an existing
MUP on the west side of Minaret Road. The MUP
will run east-west, approximately paralleling Old
Mammoth Road on the south side of Mammoth Creek
and north of Old Mammoth Road. The MUP will be
10-feet wide and compliant with current Caltrans
and Americans with Disabilities Act requirements.
A minimum horizontal clearance of 2-feet will be
maintained from all obstructions. The MUP will also
include a maximum cross slope of 2% for drainage,
while maintaining ADA accessibility. The path will be
paved with asphalt of sufficient strength to support
snow removal equipment.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Town of Mammoth Lakes proposes to adopt a Mitigated Negative
Declaration for the above-cited Project. The Mitigated
Negative Declaration is based on the finding that
the Project could not have a significant impact on
the environment with mitigation measures incorporated. The reasons to support such a finding are
documented by an Initial Study prepared by the
Town of Mammoth Lakes. Copies of the Initial Study,
the proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration, and
supporting materials are available for review at the
Town of Mammoth Lakes Community and Economic
Development Department, 437 Old Mammoth Road,
Suite R, Mammoth Lakes, CA, and on-line at http://
www.ci.mammoth-lakes.ca.us/index.aspx?NID=158.
For questions regarding the Mitigated Negative Declaration, please contact:
Jamie Robertson
Assistant Engineer
Town of Mammoth Lakes
P.O. Box 1609
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite R
Mammoth Lakes, California 93546
Ph: 760-965-3653
Or via E-mail to: jrobertson@townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov
PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD: In accordance with the
State CEQA Guidelines, any comments concerning
the findings of the proposed Initial Study/ Mitigated
Negative Declaration must be submitted in writing
and received by the Town of Mammoth Lakes no
later than 5:00 p.m. on October 2, 2016, in order to
be considered prior to the Town’s final determination
on the project. Should you decide to challenge this
Project, you may be limited to the issues raised during
this public review period. Please mail or email your
written comments to Jamie Robertson, Assistant Engineer, Town of Mammoth Lakes, P.O. Box 1609, 437 Old
Mammoth Road, Suite R, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546;
or E-mail: jrobertson@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.
Starting Date: Friday, September 2, 2016		
Ending Date: Monday, October 2, 2016
PUBLIC HEARING: The Town Council will hold a
public hearing to adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration. The public hearing is preliminarily scheduled
to take place on:
Date:
Wednesday, October 5, 2016
Time:
6:00 PM
Location: Town Council Chambers/Suite Z
Minaret Village Shopping Center
437 Old Mammoth Road
Mammoth Lakes, California 93546
If you require additional information please contact
Jamie Robertson at 760-965-3653
TS #2016-00139

Notice of 0Public Comment
THE GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION
CONTROL DISTRICT REQUESTS PUBLIC COMMENT
ON THE DISTRICT'S DECISION TO ALLOW OPERATION OF A WOOD-BURNING (BIOMASS) BOILER IN
BRIDGEPORT
Pursuant to District Rule 205, the District solicits
public comment on a proposed permit to be granted
to the County of Mono to operate a wood-fired (biomass) boiler that will be used to provide space heat
for the Mono County Parks Shop building at 201 Jack
Sawyer Road, Bridgeport, CA.
Proposed permit conditions and supporting documents are available for inspection at the District
office. The facility will be operated in compliance with
all district, state and federal air quality standards and
regulations. The District will accept written comments
in its office until the close of business on October
24, 2016. Submit comments to: Great Basin Unified
Air Pollution Control District, Attn: Jon Becknell, 157
Short Street, Bishop, California 93514.
TS #2016-00145

WHEREAS, on September 13, 2016 the Board of
Supervisors adopted Ordinance ORD16-_ (which
sunsets automatically on October 15, 2016) designating certain unpaved County roads as roughly graded
roads within the meaning of Vehicle Code section
38001 for the purpose of facilitating the short-term
use of those roads for the 2016 Sierra Safari offhighway vehicle tour (the "Tour") and
WHEREAS, it is necessary to the health and safety of
the public that the Board's designation be in effect
during each day that the Tour takes place in order that
law enforcement, users of the designated roads, and
Tour participants know the rules by which they must
abide; and
WHEREAS, in order to ensure that the designation is
in effect during each day that the Tour takes place,
including those dates prior to the effective date of
ORD16- , the Board of Supervisors
now wishes to restate the provisions of Ordinance
ORD16as an urgency ordinance to take immediate effect;
NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
OF THE COUNTY OF MONO ORDAINS that:
SECTION ONE: Definitions and Findings
A. For the purposes of this ordinance the term
"Off-Highway Vehicles" (OHV) means off-highway
motorized wheeled vehicles including but not limited
to "All-Terrain Vehicle" (ATV), "Utility Vehicle" (UTV),
"Trail Bike", "Dune Buggy", "Off-Road Motorcycle",
and Jeep-type vehicles, — pursuant to Sections 38006,
38010, and 38012 of Division 16.5, "Off-Highway Vehicles" of the California Vehicle Code. This definition
applies to off-highway motorized wheeled vehicles
that are not licensed for on-highway use as well as
highway-licensed vehicles
while operated off-highway.
B. The unpaved roads or portions of unpaved roads
listed below are a part of the Mono
County Maintained Mileage System and are within or
connect to rural recreation areas and
public lands where off-highway vehicle use is permitted.
C. The unpaved roads or portions of unpaved roads
identified below are low volume, low speed, roughlygraded dirt roadways which are minimally maintained. The design and use of these roads allows for
the safe operation of both regular vehicular traffic and
off-highway
vehicle use.
SECTION TWO: Off-Highway Vehicles: Areas Allowed
The following unpaved roads, or portions thereof, are
hereby designated as roughly
graded roads, pursuant to Section 38001 of Division
16.5, "Off-Highway Vehicles" of the California Vehicle
Code upon which Off-Highway Vehicles may be operated at the operator’s own risk:
Road District ONE:
Road #3001, Big Springs Road
Road #3003, Bald Mountain Road
Road #3004, Bald Mountain Springs Road
Road District TWO:
Road #3028, Adobe Ranch Road
Road #3029, McGee Canyon Road
Road District THREE:
Road #3020, Pilot Springs Road
Road #3024, Crooked Meadows Road
Road #3023, Johnny Meadows Road
Road #3027, Dobie Meadows Road
Road #3022, Wet Meadows Road
Road#3021, Logging Camp Road
Road District FOUR:
Road #4007, Bodie Road
Road #4114, Aurora Canyon Road
Road #4008, Bodie Masonic Road
SECTION THREE: The Board of Supervisors finds
and declares that this ordinance is necessary for the
immediate preservation of the health and safety of
residents of and visitors to Mono County because its
passage will prevent confusion and uncertainty regarding which roads are accessible for use by off-highway vehicles during each day of the 2016 Sierra Safari
off-highway vehicle tour. Without such certainty,
participants may stray to undesignated and/or unsafe
roads, thereby potentially causing harm or injury to
themselves, other motorists or users of the roads.
SECTION FOUR: This urgency ordinance shall automatically sunset, and shall be of no further force and
effect, on October 15, 2016 unless extended by further
ordinance of the Board of Supervisors.
PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 20th day of
September, 2016, by the following vote, to wit: AYES:
Supervisors Alpers , Fesko, Johnston, and Stump.
NOES: None
ABSENT: Supervisior Corless
ABSTAIN:None
Fred Stump,
Chair Mono County Board of Supervisors
APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Stacey Simon
County Counsel
ATTEST:
Shannon Kendall
Asst.Clerk of the Board
TS #2016-00149
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WHEREAS, every year since at least 1989, Mono
County has been the site of an off-highway vechicle
event known as the Sierra Safari;and
WHEREAS, the Sierra Safari takes place on roughly
graded dirt roads and trails throughout Mono County,
and Mineral County in Nevada, including some roads
that are part of Mono County’s maintained mileage
system; and
WHEREAS,the event is an important recreational and
economicopportunity for Mono County, bringing
critically needed commerce , activity and prestige to
the community of Bridgeport; and
WHEREAS, this year law enforcement brought to the
County’s attention an ambiguity in the laws governing
the use of County-maintained unpaved roads by offhighway vehicles such as those participating in the
Sierra Safari; and
WHEREAS,the County has worked with the relevant
law enforcement entities,including the California
Highway Patrol and the Mono County Sheriff’s Department, to resolve that ambiguity in the short-term,
for the purpose of allowing the Sierra Safari to go
forward this year, through adoption of the ordinance,
which sunsets after the event;
NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
OF THE COUNTY OF MONO ORDAINS that:
SECTION ONE: Definitions and Findings
A. For the purposes of this ordinance the term “
Off- Highway Vehicles” (OHV) means off-highway
motorized wheeled vehicles incliding but not limited
to “All-Terrain” (ATV), “Utility Vehicle” (UTV), Trail
Bike”, Dune Buggy”, Off-Road Motorcycle” , and
Jeep-type vehicles,-pursuant to Sections 38006, 38010,
and 38012 of Division 16.5, “Off-Highway Vehicles”
of the California Vehicle Code. This definition applies
to off-highway motorized wheeled vehicles that are
not licensed for on-highway use as well as highwaylicensed vehicles while operated off-highway.
B. The unpaved roads or portions of unpaved roads
listed below are a part of the Mono County Maintained Mileage System and are within or connect to
rural recreation areas and public lands where offhighway vehicles use is permitted.
C. The unpaved roads or portions of unpaved roads
identified below are low volume, low speed, roughly
graded dirt roadways which are minimally maintained. The design and use of these roads allows for
the safe operation of both regular vehicular traffic and
off-highwayy vehicle use.
SECTION TWO: Off-Highway Vehicles: Areas Allowed
The following unpaved roads, or partions thereof , are
hereby designated as roughly graded roads, pursuant
to Section 38001 of Division 16.4, “ Off-Highway Vehicles” fo the California Vehicle Code upon which OffHighway Vehicles may be operated at the operato’r
own risk:
Road District ONE:
Road #3001, Big Spings Road
Road #3003, Bald Mountain Road
Road #3004, Bald Mountain Springs Road
Road District TWO:
Road #3028, Adobe Ranch Road
Road #3029, McGee Canyon Road
Road District THREE:
Road #3020, Pilot Springs Road
Road #3024, Crooked Meadows Road
Road #3023, Johnny Meadows Road
Road #3027, Dobie Meadows Road
Road #3022, Wet Meadows Road
Road #3021, Logging Camp Road
Road District FOUR:
Road #4007, Bodie Road
Road #4114, Aurora Canyon Road
Road #4008, Bodie Masonic Road
SECTION THREE: This ordinance shall automatically
sunset, and shall be of no further force and effect,
on October 15, 2016 unless extended by further ordinance of the Board of Supervisors.
SECTION FOUR: If any section, subsection , sentence,
clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason
held to be unconstitutionsl and invalid, such decision
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portion
of this ordinance. The Board of Supervisors hereby
declares that it would have passed this ordinance and
every section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase
thereof, irrespective of the fact any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases be
declared unconstitutional or invalid.
SECTION FIVE: This ordinance shall become effective 30 days from the date of its adoption and final
passage, which appears immediately below. The Clerk
of the Board of Supervisors shall post this ordinance
and also publish it in the manner prescribed by
Government Code Section 25124 no later than 15
days after the date of its adoption and final passage.
If the Clerk fails to publish this ordinance within said
15-day period, then the ordinance shall not tale efect
until 30 days after the date of publication.
PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 13th
day of September , 2016, by the following vote, to wit:
AYES: Supervisors Alpers , Corless , Fesko, Johnston,
and Stump.
NOES: None
ABSENT: None.
ABSTAIN:None.
Fred Stump,
Chair Mono County Board of Supervisors
APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Stacey Simon
County Counsel
ATTEST:
Helen Nunn,
Clerk of the Board, Sr. Deputy
TS #2016-00148
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Notice Inviting Bids
NOTICE TO BIDDERS INVITING FORMAL BIDS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Great Basin
Unified Air Pollution Control District (hereinafter
referred to as "District") invites qualified suppliers to
submit sealed bids for:
COPIER EQUIPMENT AND SERVICE
Proposals shall be sealed and clearly marked with
“GBUAPCD Copier Bid” and received up to, but no
later than 5:00 pm, October 17, 2016.
Proposals shall be received at:
Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District
Attn: Susan Cash, Administrative Projects Manager
157 Short Street, Bishop CA 93514
Copies of the RFP may be obtained from the District
located at the address above, by calling (760)8738211, or on the District website at www.gbuapcd.org.
All questions regarding proposal, the terms and conditions shall be via e-mail no later than October 10,
2016 to scash@gbuapcd.org.
TS #2016-00147

Notice of Ordinance
ORDINANCE NO. 09-21-16-15
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF THE
MAMMOTH COMMUNITY WATER DISTRICT
AMENDING CHAPTER 6 OF THE DISTRICT CODE
RELATING
TO THE DISTRICT’S CONFLICT OF INTEREST CODE
BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Directors of the
Mammoth Community Water District as follows:
SECTION ONE:
Section 5 (C) of Chapter 6 of the Mammoth Community Water District Code respecting the District
Conflict of Interest Code is hereby amended to read:
Annual Statements. All designated employees shall
file statements no later than April 1. If a person
reports for military service as defined in the Servicemember’s Civil Relief Act, the deadline for the annual
statement of economic interests is 30 days following his or her return to office, provided the person,
or someone authorized to represent the person’s
interests, notifies the filing officer in writing prior to
the applicable filing deadline that he or she is subject
to that federal statute and is unable to meet the applicable deadline, and provides the filing officer verification of his or her military status.
Section 8.1 of Chapter 6 of the Mammoth Community
Water District Code respecting the District Conflict of
Interest Code is hereby amended to read:
Prohibition on Receipt of Gifts in Excess of
$460.
Section 8.1(A) of Chapter 6 of the Mammoth Community Water District Code respecting the District
Conflict of Interest Code is hereby amended to read:
No member of a state board or commission, and no
designated employee of a state or local government
agency, shall accept gifts with a total value of more
than $460 in a calendar year from any single source, if
the member or employee would be required to report
the receipt of income or gifts from that source on his
or her statement of economic interests. This section
shall not apply to any part-time member of the governing board of any public institution of higher education, unless the member is also an elected official.
Section 9(E) of Chapter 6 of the Mammoth Community Water District Code respecting the District Conflict
of Interest Code is hereby amended to read:
Any donor of, or any intermediary or agent for a
donor of, a gift or gifts aggregating $460 or more provided to, received by, or promised to the designated
employee within 12 months prior to the time when
the decision is made.
The History table at the end of the District Conflict of
Interest Code is hereby deleted in full.
SECTION TWO:
To the extent the terms and conditions of this Ordinance may be inconsistent or in conflict with the
terms or provisions of any prior District ordinances,
resolutions, rules, or regulations, the terms of this
Ordinance shall prevail with respect to the terms or
provisions thereof and such inconsistent or conflicting terms or provisions of prior ordinances, resolutions, rules, or regulations are hereby repealed.
SECTION THREE:
This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon
Mono County Board of Supervisors’ approval of the
District’s amended Conflict of Interest Code, and shall
be published not less than once in a newspaper of
general circulation published in the District within
ten (10) days after adoption.
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of
the Mammoth Community Water District, County of
Mono, State of California, this 21st day of September
2016, at a special meeting of the Board by the following vote:
AYES:		
Directors Cage, Creasy, Domaille, and Henderson
NOES:		
None
ABSENT: Director Smith
ABSTAIN: None
					
MAMMOTH COMMUNITY WATER DISTRICT
By: s/ Thomas G. Cage
					
Thomas G. Cage, Vice President
					
Board of Directors
ATTEST:
By: s/ Patrick A. Hayes
Patrick A. Hayes, Secretary
Board of Directors
Complete copy of District’s Conflict of Interest Code is
available upon request.
TS #2016-00146
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CATARACTS

continued from page 1

continued from page 1

site, as currently entitled, is 46
rooms per acre. The average density
proposed, assuming 403 rooms, is
58 rooms per acre.
Harvey said that he has worked
diligently for four years in order
to “try and bring Mammoth back
when the market comes back.”
He said the project needs greater
density on the 6.9 acres which are
flanked by Canyon Boulevard and
Lake Mary Road if it expects to be
successful.
The project would also include
416 understructure parking spaces.
Of course, parking has long been
touted as the “fatal flaw” of the Village, so anytime a developer comes
forward, the Town greedily eyes an
opportuniuty to have someone else
perhaps ameliorate this flaw.
Previous plans featuring less lodging density called for somewhere
north of 300 spots.
Planning and Economic Development Commissioner Paul Chang
said that to achieve economic suc-

cess at the Village, the project needs
the approval for higher density.
Commissioner Jennifer Burrrows
added that the project looked good.
The discussion was scheduled for
30 minutes but ran an hour and fifteen, illustrating the Town’s curiosity and hunger over such a project.
In a phone interview Thursday,
Harvey said the idea is to get building entitlements for the property so
as to interest a builder/developer in
the site.
In the next 90 days, he said he’ll
be looking for an addendum to the
North Village Specific Plan as well as
answer whatever conditions CEQA
(California Environmental Quality
Act) may require.
He hopes to have the project
ready for sale by the spring of 2017.

at such a low cost,” said Dr. Tabin.
He says for poor patients surgeries
cost about $20 per eye in Nepal. The
cost per eye for cataract surgery in
the U.S., for comparison, is $3,000,
said Dr. Tabin. Even for the wealthiest Nepali patients on the sliding
scale, he said, the cost is $500 per
eye. “So it would be cheaper to fly
to Kathmandu and have the surgery
than it would in the U.S.,” he said.
Part of the reason for the affordability of the surgery is the streamlined team technique. When Dr.
Tabin first started operating under
the tutelage of Dr. Ruit, he said, “In
three days we did 224 cataract surgeries… now this sounds crazy, until
you understand that I only did 23 of
those. The other 201 were done by
Dr. Ruit. And I had to call him over
for help about ten times,” he said to
laughs from the audience.
“The next day it was like a religious
revival. People who had been blind
for years could see. It was the craziest, most amazing thing.”
Dr. Tabin went on to found the
Himalayan Cataract Project with
the goal of restoring sight to all who
need it—rich or poor. By charging
the elite patients for their services,
the organization is able to provide
free care for the poor. There were
300,000 cataract surgeries performed in Nepal in 2013, the organization reports, and the rate of blindness in Nepal has dropped from 1

blind person per 100 to less than
0.2 percent. Now the organization is
reaching out to cataract patients in
Africa—they work in Ethiopia, Ghana, and Rwanda. However, he said,
the cost of reaching those patients
is greater, about $60 per patient, because of infrastructure issues. There
is also the fact that, while outreach
in Asia has let patients know that
they can see again, many Africans
don’t believe they could ever regain
their sight or are even aware the
surgery exists. However, the organization is making strides.
Dr. Tabin showed a video of Ethiopian patients removing their eye
patches and seeing, some for the
first time in years. They sang, they
danced, they kissed their relatives,
and held their children’s faces in
their hands.
“I believe this is probably the best
thing you can do to humankind,”
reads a quote from Dr. Sandak Ruit
on www.cureblindness.org, the
Himalayan Cataract Project’s web
site. “It’s so cost effective and it gives
so much. So much power, so much
change in the life of people.”
Visit www.cureblindness.org to
learn more about Dr. Geoffrey Tabin,
Dr. Sandak Ruit, and the goal of curing treatable blindness. Visit www.
mammothmedicalmissions.org to
learn about this weekend’s events.

Free Implant
Consult
(not valid with any
other discounts)

NOW OFFERING

10% off Root Canals

We accept & work
with the VA as a
dental provider.
Please call today.
Thank you for
your services!

(up to
$100 value)

In office same
day crowns
Accepting new
patients!

325 Grove St. • Bishop • www.SkylineFamilyDental.com

760.873.6513

3043 MAIN STREET MAMMOTH LAKES FOOTLOOSESPORTS.COM 760-934-2400

THE SHEET I Saturday, Sept. 24, 2016

www.thesheetnews.com

ARTS/ENTERTAINMENT I

19

A FUN FALL FESTIVAL, MILLPOND CELEBRATES 25TH YEAR
Photos b y Simp k i n s

Maggie Slater doesn’t let her masquerade
mask stop her from enjoying lunch.
Brant, Camille, and Owen Miller. Music,
fun, and sun (protection).

Lizette Bedolla, Mr. Dhaliwal, & Betty
Alejandre.

Handsome couple Lisa and Mike Craven.

MONO COUNTY ELECTIONS
Work at the Polls on Election Day!
November 8, 2016
We are in need of more poll workers
for the Mammoth, Long Valley and June
Lake
Polling Places!
Who can be a poll worker?
You must be:
a U.S. citizen,
able to work on Election Day, and
registered to vote in California or a high school student in good
standing and at least 16 years old
Do poll workers get paid?
Yes. $8.50 per hour
What is the schedule?
Full day: 6:30 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Half day: 6:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. or 1 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Can I be a poll worker near where I live?
Yes. Or you can work in another part of the county.
Will I be able to vote on Election Day?
If you work at a poll that is not near your precinct, it’s best to vote an Absentee
Ballot before Election Day.
How do I become a poll worker?
Fill out the application at:
http://www.monocounty.ca.gov/elections/page/work-polls-election-day OR
Call us at (760) 932-5537/Email: skendall@mono.ca.gov

Sophie, Hannah, and Caitlin Hein enjoy
the music.

Sarah and Mack Spinks of Vista have been
attending Millpond for years.

Members of the Children’s Parade sing “ If you’re happy and you know it...”

FALL IN
LOVE
ALL OVER
AGAIN

INTRODUCING CREEKHOUSE AT SNOWCREEK RESORT
New Luxury Townhomes, minutes from Mammoth Mountain, starting from the mid $700,000’s.
ALPINE GOLF COURSE • ATHLETIC CLUB • BIKING & HIKING TRAILS • SALES 760-934-3334 • LIVESNOWCREEK.COM
All information subject to change. BRE# 01812140

