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Shannon Freeman and Todd Murphy both received recognition for 25
years of service with the Town of Mammoth Lakes on Wednesday,
December 7.
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THE EARL OF HENDERSON
Mammoth landscape contractor, water board
member, dies at 68

By L unch

E
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Rylan, Tule, and the Strand twins at the Polar Express at Laws last weekend. More photos, p. 12-13.

arl Henderson, says
sister Debbie, always
lived by this motto:
“Complaints don’t get you
anywhere. Solutions are what
get you places.”
Ever the problem solver,
particularly when it came to
water issues and water conservation, Henderson, who
sat on the Board of Directors
for the Mammoth Community Water District for 12 years,
died last week of complications from ALS (Lou Gehrig’s
disease). He was 68.
Fellow Board member Tom
Cage described Henderson as
“a great, technical, very exact
guy. And he could totally
break down [numbers] what
you needed off the top of
his head. If you were talking
about watering and gave him

a square footage, he could
tell you exactly how many
gallons of water you needed
[if the optimal watering
schedule was implemented].”
He was also keen on smart
clocks, systems to measure
evaporation and technology
in general, added Cage.
MCWD General Manager Pat Hayes added, “He
brought a lot to the board in
terms of irrigation and irrigation system expertise. In the
drought, he could show us
what was possible, and what
was not…he was never hesitant in being generous with
his time and talents.”
Henderson was born February 8, 1948 in Hawthorne,
Calif. He grew up primarily
in the Whittier area as well as

see HENDERSON, page 6

LEAVING
LAS
VEGAS
Why did flight service to Las Vegas fail so miserably?
By Lunch

W

hat I’m about to tell
you is not a myth of
the Loch Ness, but a
true story.
Once upon a time, Mammoth actually had commercial air service to Las Vegas.
And it wasn’t that long ago.
One flight a day was offered
on Thursdays and Mondays
during the 2014-2015 ski
season.
According to Mammoth
Airport records, 836 people
flew Alaska Airlines on this
route in the winter of 20142015, filling 25 percent of the
available seats.
As you might imagine, 25
percent is a pretty underwhelming number. So Alaska
Airlines pulled the plane and
the plug on the service after
one season.
As an air marketing expert
familiar with the deal told

The Sheet this week, “One
of the biggest obstacles for
Alaska Airlines is that Las
Vegas is not a focus city, as
opposed to, say, San Diego,
where you get a lot more free
exposure in that market…initially, you have to make sure
the fundamentals are there
[when building a new route].
I don’t think there was any
surety of that at the time of
commitment to the flight.”
The expert, who spoke
on condition of anonymity,
said Mammoth would have
needed to achieve at least 50
percent load factors to consider continuing the service.
“The short answer is that
Alaska didn’t see a future.”
So why did it tank so badly?
Mammoth Lakes second
homeowner and Las Vegas
residen John Haycock, who
took the flight a few times,

Snail trails explained Fido and George
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said “the obvious reason it
wasn’t more successful is
that it wasn’t promoted well
enough…I’m from Las Vegas.
I wanted to see it succeed. I
never saw a billboard, an ad
in the newspaper or on television, not even ads within the
airport itself. I spoke to [MLT
Executive Director] John
Urdi about it a few times, but
nothing really happened. The
buck always got passed.”
Haycock said his daughter,
who works for the local Fox
affiliate in Vegas, even offered
to do a story, but no one followed up with her.
One of Haycock’s son’s best
friends is Shawn McGhie,
whose family owns McGhie’s
Ski Bike and Boards. McGhie’s
has three locations in the Las
Vegas area.

see VEGAS, page 2
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VEGAS
continued from page 1
The Sheet asked founder Randy McGhie about his impression of why the
service didn’t succeed. “They did a program about two years ago,” recalled McGhie. “There were posters, flyers, maybe one or two email blasts. The problem
was that the service wasn’t direct. It would have been more popular if it were
direct.”
The Sheet then interjected to tell McGhie the service had been direct. He
insisted the flight was routed through Los Angeles.
McGhie then remarked that Mammoth had a lot of competition from Salt
Lake City because the flight to Salt Lake was only an hour and it was merely an
hour from Salt Lake Airport to the nearby resorts.
Mammoth, of course, is actually closer to Vegas than Salt Lake, and our airport is a mere ten minutes from the closest lodge.
It’s not a good sign when you have not properly imparted your message to
the owner of three ski shops.
Bob Moon is the Chairman Emeritus of MGM’s International Division. He has
also been a second homeowner in Mammoth for the past decade.
MGM controls 40,000 hotel rooms in Las Vegas, according to Moon. Moon
told The Sheet that the limited schedule signaled that the route wasn’t a priority. You need more flexibility in the dates, he said.
“You have to sell me, as a fly-in experience, why I would go to Mammoth,
which doesn’t have a lot of great lodging available and is really pricy…versus a
place like Vail which has seats every day. Rusty had the goal to compete for the
high-end customer. I don’t think they’re there yet. It’s still more attractive to the
middle market.”
Moon said he held a birthday party for 50-60 people at his residence in Mammoth in the summer of 2015. Ninety percent of the guests were from Vegas. Ten
percent had been in Mammoth before. Not one guest had any awareness about
the flight service. ‘Think about it,” said Moon. “The only way someone even
considering Mammoth could’ve found out about the flight is if they randomly
plugged in the destination on the right day in order for it to pop up.”
“It’s a lot of work to put something like this together…if you go through the
trouble to get the flights, go the extra mile and try to fill them.”
Moon said he did recall big billboards in Vegas advertising Tahoe with a
slogan which went something like, “You can’t build stuff like this” with photos
of the majestic landscape, a play on the built environment of Las Vegas. “I don’t
see a thing locally [in Vegas] in terms of Mammoth marketing,” said Moon.
Moon also thought Mammoth got the season wrong. Summer makes so
much more sense, he said, because people in Las Vegas are looking to beat the
heat.
Further, he said, the winter market is expensive, and skiing is a little elitist.
He felt Mammoth would have had a lot more success with the mountain bike
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crowd as opposed to the ski crowd.
In his explanation of the strategy in marketing Vegas, John Urdi said, “Hospitality employees in Las Vegas were a major target for the flight as they had
midweek days off and Mammoth Lakes had brand recognition in the market.”
Perhaps the Monday-Thursday schedule was just too many days and too
expensive for your average hospitality employee to commit to, but, as Urdi
explained, it was a balancing act between offering service and limiting exposure. “We worked to minimize our cost risk by starting with two days per week
service.”
“Las Vegas has been a market that residents of Mammoth Lakes had been
asking for since commercial air service began...We tried and the service failed.
Locals did not in fact use it as much as expected and whether we chose the
wrong days of the week to fly the service, [it] did not perform as hoped.”
Haycock said the other closest drive-market resort to Las Vegas is Brian Head,
Utah, and “they market heavily in Las Vegas.”
Former Mammoth Mayor Michael Raimondo said, “[Mammoth Lakes Tourism Executive Director] John Urdi didn’t do his job. It’s just that simple.”
“We’re as [geographically] close as any market they’ve got. It’s a logical yearround market with an opportunity to establish travel packages and international connections. It’s a no-brainer.”
The Sheet did make a public records request to ascertain what Mammoth
Lakes Tourism spent on its promotion of the Las Vegas flight.
Here’s the breakdown:
$2,000 to attend a trade show
$3,000 on its Air-Pack flight promotion.
$21,000 on three months of Alaska in-flight magazine advertising.
$10,000 on 12 days’ worth of radio on two stations, from Jan. 7-18, 2015.
$1,200 on Las Vegas ski shop promotions.
$5,000 on Google Display Network ads “geo-targeted” to Las Vegas.
In total, MLT claimed a $50,664 promotional budget for Las Vegas, representing less than one percent of its total budget.
At best, however, it appears MLT spent shy of $20,000 on-the-ground in Vegas.
Hell, $20,000 in Vegas isn’t enough to get a Kardashian through happy hour.
“My gut feeling … it just seemed like they did it [Las Vegas service] just to say
they did it,” observed Haycock.
“We should have spent whatever it takes to establish that market,” said Raimondo, who added that he’s mystified by the current air service development
strategy, which seems to be focused on subsidizing private charter service to
Southern California. “Why build a $30 million terminal building [Mammoth
is planning a $30 million airport terminal expansion which would have three
gates] and then subsidize people to go through General Aviation?”
Our air industry expert observed of Mammoth, “They’re torn between the
bread-and-butter drive market versus air service. They tend to pull back and
resort to old strategies when pressured.”
But this is how the industry pro thought that Mammoth could turn it around.
“The new technology [RNP, or Radar Navigation Procedure] is a game changer.
It will allow Alaska Airlines to fly in with decreased visibility. I would be promoting the hell out of the improved reliability.”
As Sheet writer Vane explained in a January, 2016 story “MMH is a visual
airport, meaning pilots must be able to see the ground from 1,000 feet before
bringing the aircraft down for landing…RNP would lower the ceiling to 650
feet, and the visibility from 3 miles to perhaps 1.5 miles.”
The industry pro said the same technology has reduced cancellations in
Wenatchee, Washington (a small Eastern Washington city and a hub of the
apple industry) by 95 percent and the improved reliability has driven passenger
enplanement growth. “You need to take air service and look at it as an asset and
invest in it. You run into problems when you get complacent. The improved
reliability…is a perfect opportunity to reengage the community and resort.”
According to Mammoth Lakes Tourism numbers, the total spend of a visitor
who arrives in Mammoth by plane versus car is $2,177 per trip as opposed to
$1,657 per trip.
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MAYOR OF MAMMOTH

Frequently Asked Questions
Dear Mono County Community:
Election Results
The United States has long been
viewed throughout the world as a
model of democracy, but the recent
election shows a different picture.
Secretary Clinton now leads Mr.
Trump by over 2.8 million votes.
Clinton’s margin is so large that it
ranks as the 20th largest out of our 58
presidential elections. The Electoral
College, championed by no one, is an
obstacle to the winner’s taking office,
with even Trump stating in 2012 “The
electoral college is a disaster for a
democracy”.
In order to prevent a serious failure of democracy, Americans should
actively pursue all avenues to ensure
the selection of the candidate with the
overwhelming plurality in this election. We should accept nothing less.
The alternative is the disenfranchisement of a very large number of voters,
diminishing the capability and stability of our government going forward.
Steve Scott
2681 Sunset Rd
Bishop

Prominent local writer George Shirk dies at 64
By Bodine

W

riter, father and friend,
George Shirk died of aheart
attack on Thursday, December 8. The 64-year old had officially retired after approximately six
years with the Mammoth Times, but
couldn’t pull himself away from the
keyboard and was still contributing
up until his passing.
Niko Connolly of the Mammoth
Times said George was working on
a piece about a guy that was chainsawing a path down the side of a
local slope, but was only working
during snowstorms so no one could
hear him.
People get to know a small-town
reporter; they’re at every event and
meeting. George was no exception.
He was easy to find, when he wasn’t
skiing. George had a penchant for
eccentric head gear, hats and lids
George Shirk.
like the homburg, made popular by
don’t make people, or journalists,
Winston Churchill.
like George anymore. He taught me
Richard Shirk, George’s son,
so much, I can’t imagine life without
described his dad as the “town
him.”
character, the Mayor of Mammoth.”
Mdendel said it’s quick and easy to
He said he’d come up to visit his
become
jaded as a small-town jourdad and everywhere they went
nalist,
but
George didn’t fall prey to
people knew him. Even the doctor at
that.
He
was
always the first one to
Mammoth Hospital who tended to
remind
his
cohorts
at the Times how
George after his heart attack before
great
the
place
was
where they lived
he was flown to Bakersfield, told
and worked and to appreciate it.
Richard he knew George.
Former wife, Jean Catino Shirk
George was the quintessential old
said
the two moved to Mammoth afschool journalist. He took notes with
ter
buying
a condo in 1996 and then
a pen and note pad, and wanted to
permanently
in 2002. Shortly thereknow more than just the facts and
after,
the
two
started the Mammoth
details about a story. He wanted to
Monthly.
The
two had “fulfilling”
know everything there was to know
careers
in
the
Bay Area, but Jean said
about a subject.
they wanted “a little bit more.”
Former Mono County Supervisor
The Mammoth Monthly ran for
Byng Hunt said in an email, “He was
five years, ten isone of only a few
sues a year.
local reporter/
George loved to
journalists that I
ski
and hike, anyactually looked
thing
to do with
They
don’t
make
forward to seeing
the
outdoors.
“He
at meetings. He
people, or journalists, really embraced
was fair and honMammoth,” Jean
est, and funny.”
like George anymore. said. One of the
Dan Watson,
wonderful things
Mammoth Lakes
-Aleks
Gajewski
Mendel
about his job, Jean
Police Chief from
explained, was
2010-14, called
that he not only
George “a real
got to write about
throwback, like a
what Mammoth
character out of a
had to offer, but
movie.” Watson also crowned George
actually
do
them;
rock climbing, skithe elder statesman of journalism
ing,
riding
bicycle
centuries.
in Mammoth. Watson and George
He
grew
up
in
Iowa
and didn’t get a
talked sports because no one in the
chance
to
see
and
experience
nature
Times newsroom knew the lingo.
in
all
its
beauty
until
he
came
out
Shirk started writing in his native
West. Jean added he would frequentIowa for the Des Moines Register
ly reminisce about how amazed he
and Tribune and later the Philadelwas when he first set eyes on the
phia Inquirer as a sports writer covEastern Sierra, the scenery and open
ering the classic 1983 76ers championship season featuring Julius “Dr. J” space. He had found his home.
The beauty was never lost on
Erving and Moses Malone.
George.
He appreciated and was
He later covered the San Francisco
grateful
for
where he lived and what
Giants for the San Jose Mercury
he
did.
News and then joined the San FranRichard said moving to the sticks
cisco Chronicle. He was editor for
wasn’t
a sacrifice, but George loved
SFGate.com and later editor-in-chief
being
a
small-town journalist. He
of Wired News, the online presence
followed
in the footsteps of one of
of Wired magazine.
his
heroes,
Mark Twain and loved
Aleks Gajewski Mendel, George’s
chronicling
the quirks and eccenboss at the Mammoth Times but
tricities
of
a
small town.
admittedly his pupil, said, “They

“

”

see SHIRK, page 23
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OH,
ROVANA, DON’T YOU CRY FOR ME
Rent at Pine Creek Village could increase by 25 percent due to new wastewater operator requirements
By Jam es

A

ffordable housing is already
at a premium in Inyo and
Mono Counties, but if the
State Water Resources Control Board
has its way, the 86 rental homes in
Pine Creek Village in Rovana, one of
the few affordable communities in
northern Inyo County, could see rent
increase by as much as 25 percent
because of a new set of regulations
from the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on wastewater
operator requirements.
Inyo County Supervisors took up
the issue on Tuesday, December 13.
In addition to a support letter from
the County Board of Supervisors requesting that the SWRCB offer some
relief to the very small community,
they are also asking for support
letters from State Senator Tom Berryhill, Assemblyman Devon Mathis,
and other state officials, as well as
the Rural County Representatives of
California (RCRC).
The Supervisors are looking for the
SWRCB to find a way to change their
new wastewater operator requirements to something more realistic
and affordable for small rural communities such as Rovana.

In the past, SWRCB regulations applied to public wastewater treatment
plants, but the state water board
decided to extend the regulations to
private treatment plants as well. The
regulations went into effect in 2015.
Pine Creek Village received a letter from the water board that it was
out of compliance last August, and
efforts by Pine Creek Village have
failed to change the water board’s
decision.
The small wastewater plant has
operated for many years with an
uncertified operator working just a
few hours a day. It has had no violations. Despite that, the SWRCB now
wants the small treatment plant
to have a full time Grade III Chief
Plant operator and a full time Class
II Plant operator. This represents a
huge jump in the cost of operating
the small plant. The additional cost
is estimated to be from $161,000 to
$207,150, which, even if shared, is a
very large burden for the 86 renters
in PCV.
Rents currently range from $510
to $1000 dollars a month in Pine
Creek Village and are considered
“under market value” and therefore

“affordable housing.” The average
rent is $850 per month. Of concern
to the Supervisors is that the PCV
house rentals represent 5 percent of
the county’s total affordable housing market. But if no relief is given
to the small community, renters
face a $156 to $200 increase in their
monthly rent.
In a petition submitted to the
SWRCB by John Hooper, the Managing Member of the General Partner
of Pine Creek Village, LP, he stated
that the owners are concerned that
if the majority of tenants move out
because of the large rental increases,
“the Partnership’s only viable option
would be to cease the rental of the
86 houses since it would be unlikely
that new tenants could be found
who would be willing to pay the
higher rental rates for the houses.”
Hooper is asking in his petition
that the regulations be amended to
classify small active sludge plants
such as the one in Rovana to be reclassified as Class I or II, which have
far less burdensome requirements
for an operator. He is asking that the
SWRCB “re-think” the regulations.
Inyo County First District Supervi-

sor Dan Totheroh, who represents
the community of Rovana, told
fellow board members that Attorney
Greg James has been working with
the owners and that it is “a difficult
situation for our county because
[PCV] is one of the few affordable
housing places that we have.”
Totheroh said that the wastewater
plant classification includes other
communities that “are much, much
larger,” giving as an example “a place
that has 5 million gallons of daily
discharge [in comparison] to the
5,000 to 10,000 gallons [.017 Millions
of Gallons Per Day, or MGD] of daily
discharge that the community of
Rovana produces.”
Pine Creek’s petition notes that 5
MGD plants, which require the fulltime Class III and II operators, serve
up to 25,000 homes. Yet Rovana, with
only 86 houses, is placed under the
same regulation requirements.
No one is questioning whether the
SWRCB ruling is not in keeping with
its regulations. However, the Supervisors are asking for consideration
for small rural communities that
have few resources to afford compliance with them.
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HENDERSON
continued from page 1
Bakersfield, where he graduated high
school.
He was one of six children.
His sister Debbie said Earl spent his
childhood going “90 miles-per-hour
with his hair on fire.” He flourished
in the high school debate club and
Debbie said by the time he was 16 or
17, he commandeered his own “office”
within the house.
She particularly remembers the
battle carried on between Earl and
their father regarding Earl’s habit of
leaning back in his chair, which his
father frowned upon as reckless and
disrespectul.
One day she ran home from school
and looked in on her brother in his
office and found him, per usual, leaning back in his chair. But something
was different. Indeed, their father had
sawed off the front legs of the chair,
leaving Earl no choice but to lean back
in it.
“Earl continued to sit in that chair
for everything [meals, television]…
and never let on to dad or anyone else
that it displeased him,” she recalls.
Another vivid recollection from
her childhood was the time she and
her twin brother, both about five at
the time, were playing behind their
house in the canal—a place they had
been forbidden to play. Debbie fell in,
and as she could not swim, began to
drown. Earl, called from the house by
his brother, dove into the murky water
multiple times until he felt for her,

found her and pulled her out.
She says Earl was always fond of
As Debbie said, there was nothing
saying that “she kicked me in the shins
false about Earl. He was genuinely
and told me I had to dance” but she
compassionate to other people, and
says that never happened. After Stohe was not one to remind people of
gie’s went out of business and Annie
their shortcomings or gloat over the
Rose’s was under construction, Earl
times he was proven right. “He would
took Patty back to the site to propose
never try to make you think his way,”
in 1998.
she said. “If you showed him a crayon
What did happen was that Patty
that you thought was red and Earl said taught Earl how to ski. Amazingly, that
was blue, he
wasn’t what killed
wouldn’t waste
him.
a lot of time tryEarl always had a story “Ski patrol used
ing to convince
to swing by when
you the crayon
... and they were never he was stuck in the
was blue. He’d
middle of certain
just say, “The
short.
runs and ask him
crayon’s blue.”
what the heck he
- Patty Henderson was doing there,”
In Earl’s preMammoth life,
she laughed, knowhe got married
ing that she was the
and had three
culprit. “He learned
children. After
to ski at age 44. He
he started his
was open to learning
family, he got
new things.”
into landscaping, and mostly raised
He skied a whole lot less after he
his children in Ojai, where he ran his
later discovered golf. Winters were for
own landscaping business.
golf and warm places, according to
He shelved the business to take a job Earl.
with Spiess Construction, and it was
“Earl loved to meet people. He was
the job with Spiess, working on the
very outgoing. He really, truly loved
Shady Rest Park project, that brought
being part of a small community
him to Mammoth in 1992, where Earl
where he could make a difference. I
met his soon-to-be second wife Patty.
couldn’t take him to Vons…he would
“We met at Stogie’s,” she recalls
talk with everybody,” said Patty. And
fondly. It was a dive bar located where
he loved to mingle with everybody. At
the Cast Off is now and they had line
Water District functions, Earl really
dancing with live music on Tuesdays
liked to catch up with the employees.
and Saturdays.
“Earl always had a story…and they
were never short,” she added with a
laugh.
About two-and-a-half years ago,
Earl started having a weakness in his
grip. They thought it was this and they
thought it was that, but as Patty says,
“There’s no definitive test for ALS.
You kind of figure it out by process of
elimination.”
Despite getting weaker, fellow Lions
Club member Greg Jennison said Earl

“

”

always maintained a fantastic attitude.
“He was an inspiration,” said Jennison.
Quite honestly, both Henderson and
Jennison were an inspiration. Greg
would bring Earl to the meetings and
feed him because Henderson did not
have enough strength in his hands
to pick up a utensil. But it was more
important to Earl to attend than not,
self-consciousness be damned. Earl
was a trooper. He never gave in.
Along these lines, fellow Lion Buck
Wahl, who was Earl’s neighbor, said
that when Earl lost strength in his arm,
he would swing his body to get his
arm going so that the arm would come
up so you could shake it.
As a Lion, Earl was the one who
founded the Leos (youth) arm of the
organization.
When she was a little girl, Debbie
said she always wanted to go everywhere with Earl, but she was ten years
younger than he, so as you can imagine, there were some times he’d take
her but a lot of times he couldn’t. She
said that one of his breakaway strategies would be to tell her that he’d bring
her home an ice cream cone.
As she says, “he never got me that
cone. So I told him at the hospital in
Las Vegas that when I finally get to
heaven, he better have my ice cream
waiting. And it made him remember.
And he smiled. He promised.”
Earl Henderson was preceded in
death by his brothers Morris Earl and
Rick.
He is survived by brother Joe and
sisters Sharon and Debbie, son Jamie
and wife Anna (Alvin, Texas), daughter Nicole and husband Dack Klein
(Ouray, Colorado) and son Will and
wife Zoe (Santa Barbara) as well as six
grandchildren. “He loved his kids and
grandkids and was proud of them and
their accomplishments,” said Patty.
Youngest son Will said of his dad,
“My father taught me many things
in life but one of the greatest was the
willingness to always try my best at
anything I do and put everything I
have into it no matter what. I often
look back on fondness of my childhood of spending summers in Mammoth and Dad teaching me how to
fish and ride a skateboard and going
hiking and camping. These are the
times I felt closest with my dad and
times I will always cherish. They were
times that have helped shape who I
am today.”
Eldest son Jamie said, “I spent most
of my time, starting even in grade
school, working with my dad, and I
worked with him in the landscape
business for 15 or 20 years…it’s hard
to work with a parent so closely but I
stuck with it. He always made sure I
had a job until I got out on my own.
He just wanted the best for his family,
and tried to instill in his children what
any parent tries to instill in their kids.”
Patty has asked if you would like to
honor Earl, please consider a donation
to either of the following organizations: AugiesQuest funds research
and the ALS Nevada Chapter supports
research and provides assistance to
patients and their families. Donations
can be made online at www.AugiesQuest.com or www.Webnv.alsa.org.
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MIND YOUR RFPS AND QS

Town Council ultimately decides the fate of contracts that don’t go out for bid

By Gile s

I

n the October 21 article “Friend
With Benefits”, Lunch reported that
Town Council approved a $150,000
consulting contract with the firm
Dinsmore Sierra LLC without filing
a Request for Proposals (RFP) or a
Request for Qualifications (RFQ). At
the October 18 Town Council Meeting where the contract was approved,
then-Planning and Economic Development Commission Chair Madeleine
“Mickey” Brown said, “I don’t know if
there’s ever been a previous incident
where we’ve issued something for
$140,000 without issuing an RFP.”
On September 19, Town Council
motioned to allow Holler to negotiate
a contract with the firm Alta Planning
+ Design to create a “Multi-Modal Bicycle, Pedestrian, Transit, and Parking
Action Plan.” No spending amount was
ever listed on the agenda, and no Town
Council members asked about a figure
for cost at the September 19 meeting.
The firm has not appeared on any subsequent agendas, yet the firm hosted
two public workshops in Mammoth
Lakes last week.
Holler told The Sheet that the Town
did not put out a formal RFP for the
work it hired Alta Planning + Design
to do. The same firm helped develop
the Draft Trails System Master Plan in
2009. That contract was for $94,000.
Town Council never discussed the
$94,000 in a Town Council meeting.
According to Holler, the Town of
Mammoth Lakes is required by state
law to issue an RFP for any projects
involving public works. The Town
Manager does not have to seek Council
approval or issue a formal RFP before
ratifying contracts with consulting
firms (i.e. engineering, architecture,
etc.) if the contract involves an expenditure of less than $50,000. However,
the code stipulates that the “professional services selected shall be of the
highest quality together with costeffectiveness,” without providing additional oversight of the Town Manager’s
decisions.
“Town Council voted to approve the
contract [with Dinsmore Sierra, LLC],”
said Holler last week. “I can’t just sign
a paper and do that.” Holler is correct. The Municipal Code states that a
contract for more than $150,000 can
be ratified without being formally put
out for bid if Town Council votes to
approve it.
When asked if he felt confident that
the $150,000 Council agreed to pay Darin Dinsmore of Dinsmore Sierra, LLC
was the best deal out there, Holler said,
“For his professional experience on
this matter, it’s actually probably below
market. Ask somebody out there, how
much would it cost to have someone
develop this website alone?” Holler
did not provide other quotes for such
services.
According to Holler, the formal
bidding process is slow and makes
projects more expensive (despite the
fact that the State of California requires
municipalities to offer work to the
lowest bidder for the proposed work).
Holler also said it was more difficult to
make changes to RFP contracts than to
those that don’t go out for bid, because

any new expenses must be approved
a conflict of interest. He said they
by Town Council. He acknowledged
had kept in touch over the years, octhat the same is true for the current
casionally wishing each other Merry
contract with Dinsmore Sierra. HolChristmas, but that they had a strictly
ler also said he thought the bidding
professional relationship.
process discouraged competition from
Bill Taylor of Taylor Consulting
major cities and increased overall
Services was the first Town Planner
project cost by requiring businesses to
for Mammoth Lakes when the town
make the risky investment of traveling
was incorporated in 1984. Taylor said,
to Mammoth Lakes, a remote destina“Service contracts are funny things
tion.
under state law.” According to Taylor,
“There is no cookie cutter that says,
California law prohibits competitive
‘thou shalt do it
bidding for prothis way every
fessional services
time,” said Holler
Service contracts are contracts. He said
of whether or not
his department
Town contracts for funny things under state sometimes issued
consulting work
RFPs and RFQs and
law.
should go through
sometimes did not,
an RFP process.
- Bill Taylor depending on the
Holler added, “I’ve
department’s level
done big projects
of confidence in
without RFPs and
the firm based on
small ones with
having hired them
RFPs. Not necesin the past. “State
sarily here but…”
law required that
Ultimately Holler said he wasn’t sure
if we were reviewing multiple firms,
but thought that the contract with Din- we had to look at responsiveness and
smore Sierra would have been closer to capacity to perform, not price.”
$200,000 if the town had filed an RFP
Holler said that he did not have a
for the contract.
problem with the way the contracts
Holler maintained that his past
with Dinsmore Sierra LLC or with Alta
professional experience working with
Planning + Design were handled, and
Dinsmore (when Holler was City Adsuggested he would continue to bypass
ministrator for the City of Grass Valley,
the RFP process if he felt it was approCA and Dinsmore was on the Sierra
priate and Town Council was willing to
Business Council) did not constitute
approve projects.

“

”

TOWN
BULLETIN
HELP CONNECT MAMMOTH
LAKES, ONLINE!
The Town is seeking comments on
the development of a Multi-Modal
Bicycle, Pedestrian, Transit and
Parking Action Plan and what you
like, don’t like, and would like to see
changed “Downtown.” Visit www.
connectmammothlakes.com and
complete the short online survey.
The deadline to submit comments
online is January 7, 2017. Thank you
in advance and happy holidays!

WINTER PARKING
RESTRICTIONS IN EFFECT
The Mammoth Lakes Police
Department is reminding citizens
that there is no street parking from
November 1 through April 30.Vehicles
found parked in violation of these
ordinances are subject to receiving a
parking citation and/or in some cases,
vehicles may be impounded at the
owner’s expense.

MAMMOTH ICE OPEN FOR
HOLIDAYS

HAPPY HOUR 4-6

DINING ROOMS OPEN 5:00
Fall Hours:
Open Tues - Sat
Closed Sun & Mon

We seat on a Walk-in Basis / No Reservations

www.slocums.com for menus

The Mammoth Ice Rink is open
(weather permitting) for the holidays.
Public skating sessions are scheduled
daily from 12-3pm, 3:30-6:30pm and
from 7-10pm. Join us on Thursday,
Dec. 22. for SKATE WITH SANTA!
Santa is scheduled to arrive at 5:30pm
and will stay for photos and skating
through 8:00pm until he loads up his
sleigh and heads to the North Pole!
Visit www.mammothicerink.com for
schedules and session times or call
(760) 965-3695.

Meetings / Events:.
Dec.. 21: Town Council
meeting, Suite Z, 6:00 PM
Jan 10: Recreation Commission
Meeting, Suite Z, 9:00 AM
Jan. 11: Planning and
Economic Development
Commission, Suite Z, 2:00 PM

Twitter
Follow ‘TownofMammoth’
daily on Twitter at www.
Townofmammothlakes.ca.gov

Town e-News:
Town e-News is your direct source
for Town news, events, meetings and
announcements. Subscribe online
under “NOTIFY ME” at www.
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov
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SHEEPISH ON CONWAY

Mono Supes discuss grazing at Conway and Mattly Ranches... again

By Giles
n Tuesday, December 13, The
Mono County Board of Supervisors motioned to issue a
request for letters of interest in obtaining a grazing contract for Conway and
Mattly Ranches. The county’s current
contract with FIM Corporation allows
sheep grazing to occur at the property
and expires in 2017.
Conway Ranch is a 770-acre plot
of land northwest of Mono Lake. The
property, along with Mattly Ranch, was
acquired by Mono County in 2000. In
2014, the Board of Supervisors voted
to make Conway Ranch a conservation easement to be overseen by the
Eastern Sierra Land Trust. Making the
property a conservation easement
ensured that it wouldn’t become a subdivision and would be open for public
access. It also promised protection of
historic uses of the land.
Fred Fulstone is the owner of FIM
Corporation. At Tuesday’s meeting,
he testified, and not for the first time,
that the county has already identified sheep grazing as a historic use of
the land and that it should continue
to be allowed. He said his domestic
sheep have never interacted with or
spread disease to the endangered
Sierra Nevada Bighorn Sheep that
California Department of Fish and
Wildlife (CDFW) and the National Fish
and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) say
migrate through the ranch.
Neither NFWF nor CDFW sent repre-

O

sentatives to Tuesday’s meeting. Mono
County Environmental Services Manager Tony Dublino initially advised
the Board to have county staff issue
a Request for Proposals for ten-year
permits for either sheep or livestock
grazing on all or part of Conway and
Mattly Ranches. Dublino said any new
grazing permit would require an Environmental Impact Review (EIR) under
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). That process will take
time, and Dublino advised the board
that if Mono County wants to graze the
property in 2018 after its contract with
FIM expires, it needs to issue a bid for
proposals promptly.
Gary Nelson, a resident of Mono
City, said “I don’t have anything against
sheep…but the Center for Biological Diversity has already weighed in
on this issue… is it worth it to risk a
legal battle against arguably the most
experienced environmental attorneys
in the country?”
On November 22, The Center for
Biological Diversity sent a letter to the
Board of Supervisors, requesting it be
notified of any new developments at
Conway Ranch and expressing its view
that domestic sheep grazing should be
halted immediately. The letter accuses
FIM Corporation of violating The Conway Ranch Conservation Management
Plan by allowing sheep to use Wilson
Creek and other springs on the Conway Ranch Property as water sources

during the 2015 grazing season. Historically, land managers allowed livestock to drink from Wilson Creek when
drought caused them to be unable to
irrigate the property elsewhere, as was
the case in 2015.
The Center for Biological Diversity
famously and successfully sued CDFW
over its stocking practices in 2014 on
the basis that CDFW had failed to
adequately protect endangered and
threatened species when evaluating
which streams and lakes it stocked
with fish. That lawsuit forced statewide
environmental review and negatively
impacted historic sport fisheries in
Mono County.
After much discussion and public
comment, Supervisor Stacy Corless
motioned to have county staff prepare
and publish a request for letters of interest in livestock grazing with a deadline in mid-January and to schedule a
workshop to discuss issuing a Request
for Proposals for ten-year leases. The
motion passed 3-1, with Supervisor
Alpers objecting, saying it was “time
to move forward with this thing.”
Supervisor Larry Johnson said he felt
it would be irresponsible to move
forward with a new grazing permit at
Conway Ranch without hearing from
CDFW, NFWF and other concerned
objectors.

A SALTY
SOLUTION

By Bodine
n the Eastern Sierra, the parallel
lines that show up on the highways
just before a winter storm are not
tracks left from a leaky paint truck, but
salty brine. It’s a mix of sea salt and
water—no chemicals—and is sprayed
on the highway from retrofitted snow
removal equipment.
Since 2014, Caltrans District 9, has
been using Salt Brine Anti-Icing prior
to a storm to help melt snow and reduce ice formation on the roadway.
As defined by Caltrans, anti-icing is
a process which forms a bond-breaker
between the pavement surface and
the snow. The brine helps melt snow
quickly, 20 times more effectively than
salt alone. It also reduces the chance of
ice build-up. The brine is laid down in
addition to traditional cinders.
The technique saves time, according
to a press release from Caltrans, is cost
effective and safer for workers and motorists. One-third less salt is used in the
mixture when compared with other
methods. Salt brine-treated highways
and bridges will resist frost for several
days per application.
The faster snow melts, the less time
chain controls are in effect, keeping
motorists in their vehicles and not on
the side of the road trying to attach
chains.
Motorists are asked to stay at least
500 feet from spraying trucks.

I
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THE
FUTURE
IS
NOW
MHS Interact students give back

By Rea
group of Mammoth High
School students are spreading
goodwill this holiday season,
spending their spare time feeding
the needy and sending messages of
thanks to veterans over the holidays.
Members of the MHS Interact Club,
which is under the umbrella of Rotary
International, welcomed The Sheet
into their classroom on Monday,
December 5, where they were writing
“Happy Holidays” cards to patients
at the Veterans Affairs (VA) hospital
in Reno, Nevada. “They told us we
couldn’t say ‘Merry Christmas,’ and
I’m a little mad about that,” Joanne
Hunt, who has been working with In-

A

teract for over two decades, told The
Sheet. The VA did not know to whom
the cards would be delivered, and
thus wanted a non-denominational
holiday greeting.
In fact, she and her students really
had to think on their feet at their
meeting—most of the cards Hunt had
purchased for the students already
had “Merry Christmas” printed on the
inside of the cards. Sophomore Abby
Stoiber came up with a solution. The
students cut the greeting side of the
cards away and wrote on the blank
sides.
“That’s what I love about working

see INTERACT, page 19

FRESH
TRACKS &
BREAKFAST
Get the perfect start to your mountain day by adding a hearty
breakfast at McCoy Station and 45 minutes of early slope
access to your lift ticket or Cali4nia Pass for only $30.

7–8:30AM | DEC 24 • JAN 14 • FEB 13

LIMITED SPOTS – VISIT ANY TICKET WINDOW OR CALL
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LEOS THANK GIOS

PHOTO: ALICIA OLSON

Pictured Top left to right: Storm Patrie, Mallory Podosine, Audrey Sandvigen, Eriko
Guzman, Connor Kusumuto, Guy Laborde, Alyra Grice, Carys Brother, Pooja Upadhuay, Keely Podosine, Rhona McChesney. Lower left to right: Melanie Moyer,Liam
Bassler, Joey Gephart, Cary Walker, Slone Ramras, Allison Weber, Lainey Need, Eva
Bessente, Sienna Manning.

T

Mammoth High School’s Interact Rotary Club spent its meeting on Monday, December
5, writing holiday cards to veterans at the hospital in Reno, NV. Back row, from left:
Trace Calvin, Interact President Connor Kusumoto, Jacob Mahler, Eddie Matthiessen,
Meaghan Thompson, Lucas Strazzere, Lily Pedersen. Front row, from left: Hayden
Mannetter, Joey Gephart, Torrey Patrie, Hope Reeves, Abby Stoiber, Robin Romagnino.

LOCAL NEWS

he Leo Club, a high school
extension of the Mammoth
Lakes Lions Club, would like
to thank Giovanni’s Pizza for being
their lunch sponsor for their biweekly Leo meetings. The students
look forward to their meetings even
more knowing that they’ll be treated
to Gio’s delicious pizzas.
This is the first year the Leo Club
has had the generosity of a lunch
sponsor. Having the pizza donated
allows the kids to use the money
they raise to help programs in the
high school.
This year, the Mammoth Leo Club
has raised over $600 to help buy two
new digital cameras for the MHS Art
and Photography class.

For the holidays, they recently
donated over $100 to the local Angel
Tree and are always looking for other
ways to support their school and
community.
Leo Advisor Alicia Olson says the
group has grown from 10 students to
a whopping 17 students. They are all
eager and willing to help with various community service projects.
As spring approaches and volunteers are needed, please keep the
Leo Club in mind, they would love
help. Volunteering with the club
is a great way to give back to the
community, to mentor youth and
to make a difference in Mammoth
Lakes.
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ANSEL
ADAMS
FOR
KIDS
BELLIS SWORN IN
Cindy Jenson-Elliott comes to Mammoth for book signing
By Rea

C

hildren’s book author Cindy
Jenson-Elliott is visiting Mammoth Lakes next week to sign
copies of her newest book—the story
of a young Ansel Adams. “Antsy Ansel”
is the delightful tale of a young boy
who couldn’t sit still, didn’t do well in
school, drove his teachers crazy, and
ended up helping to preserve some of
America’s most prized public lands.
Jenson-Elliott said she was inspired
by a talk given by author Richard Louv,
most famous for his 2005 book “Last
Child in the Woods,” which coined
the term “nature deficit disorder” to
describe modern children’s lack of
exposure to the outdoors.
In his lecture, Louv “talked about Ansel Adams, how he’d been a failure in
school…and [Adams’] father just took
him out. He gave him access to a creek
and a beach and that really changed
his life and turned him into the person
that we know and love today.” JensonElliott, a lover of wordplay, said “as I
was listening to the lecture, the words
‘Antsy Ansel’ popped into my head.”
The book emphasizes the importance of Adams’ father, who recognized his young son’s need to learn
in a different way from his peers.
Illustrated in a series of collages by
Christy Hale, the book follows Adams
from his childhood in San Francisco
to the granite peaks of the High Sierra.
Jenson-Elliott’s writing style will be a
delight to read to young children—the
story is sprinkled with exclamations
and onomatopoeias as it follows Ansel

Author Cindy Jenson-Elliott.
Adams through his journey.
Jenson-Elliott says her family (her
son just started college and she has a
daughter in eighth grade) are delighted
to visit Mammoth for the book signing
(and, of course, a little bit of skiing).
They make their own pilgrimage to
the High Sierra each summer when
they drive from their home in San Diego to camp in Tuolumne meadows.
When Jenson-Elliott is not writing
books, she’s a poet-in-residence at
an elementary school in San Diego,
and has taught gardening to students
as well. She’ll be in Mammoth at the
Booky Joint from 4-6 p.m. on Tuesday,
December 20, selling copies of “Antsy
Ansel” and talking about her work.
She’s in town just in time for a lastminute gift for a nature-loving young
person.

PHOTO: REA

New Mammoth Lakes Police Officer Richard “Rick” Bellis was sworn in on Wednesday,
December 7 and had his new badge pinned on by his wife, Jorie. Bellis comes from the
Department of Fish and Wildlife in San Bernardino County, where he served for nine
years as a warden. According to Police Chief Al Davis, Bellis was part of the San Bernardino Rural Crimes Task Force, and helped create an outdoor experience program for
at-risk youth in the Fontana School District. He also put on hunter education courses
and living with wildlife courses, “So Steve Searles has got a little challenge ahead of him
to stay ahead of the game...” said Davis to laughter. Bellis has been visiting the Sierra
for thirty years, said Davis, and is now making the move to permanent resident.
“The title of public servant is not one I take lightly,” said Bellis after his swearing-in. “I
understand that what I serve is the people of this town, of this community. With that in
mind, I’m planning on keeping this badge shiny both physically and metaphorically.”
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MORRISON’S OPENS JUST
IN TIME FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Locals invited to try Mammoth’s newest restaurant

By Rea

M

ammoth’s newest restaurant,
Morrison’s, welcomed some
lucky locals to its soft opening on Thursday, December 8.
Patrons enjoyed handcrafted cocktails and three courses of select dishes from the restaurant’s new menu.
Favorites included a carne asada dish
served with charred onion and crispy
potatoes, fresh pasta with lemon and
shrimp, salad with blistered tomatoes and creamy burrata, and the
“Kiss Goodnight” martini with Frangelico and Godiva chocolate liqueur,
topped with shaved chocolate.
The restaurant, formerly known
as Angel’s, got a bit of a makeover
as well, and featured a warm atmosphere with the feel of a ski cabin. A
fire crackled in the lobby and diners
had the option to sit next to a window which looks out on Main Street.
Large tables accommodated big
groups, and cozy corners offered a
place for an intimate dining experience.
Locals will recognize several employees from the former Angel’s, like
server Sarai Nicholls, who described
dishes for her guests with exacting
detail. The new concept, spearheaded by Convict Lake’s Vice President
of Operations Lisa Fairfax, doesn’t
sell itself as “fine dining,” but rather a
casual place to enjoy upscale fare.

NOW
OPEN!

GRAND OPENING
FRIDAY

December 9, 2016
PHOTOS: GILES

Sarai Nicholls gives service with a smile
at Morrison’s.

Open Daily 4pm-9pm

Happy Hour Available from 4pm -6pm

Brewers unite! Left: Joe Lane of Mountain Rambler brewery and right: Justin and Sarah
Walsh of June Lake Brewing.

Sheila Romane, Holly Moseley-Raymond, Jessica Boling, Nate Bevelaqua, Kevin Smith
and Eddie Wright.
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SECOND ANNUAL LAWS POLAR EXPRESS
Photos b y G a y la Wo l f

Alex Yerkes, Jan Hambleton and Katie Schweitzer get into the holiday spirit at the
Laws Railroad Express on Saturday, December 10.

Conductors Rick Vahl and Skandar Reid ham it up for the kids and the camera.

Left: Kestrel McClure reads all about trains. Right: Ivan Schneider awaits his train ride.
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Joe and Dawn work the Polar Express. Back row: Chuck, April, Cheryl and Ted Stec.

Left: Eliana Gallagher, right: Hanna Hensler with Indigo and Isla.

Bodie Bedarie, Ania Brown and Izabelle Elwell help make ornaments.

Great Surgeons plus
Advanced Technology.
Tomorrow’s healthcare
comes home today.
Jeanine
Arndal, MD
Gynecologic Surgeon

Ryan Kilks, Kristina Kilks and Cal Fire’s Jose Zaracozo.

Robbin
Cromer-Tyler, MD
General Surgeon

Allison
Robinson, MD
Colon & Rectal Surgeon

With Northern Inyo Healthcare District’s
new da Vinci Robot-Assisted Surgical
System, complicated and delicate
procedures can be performed through
small incisions with unmatched precision.
NIHD’s team of da Vinci-trained surgeons
use da Vinci’s pinpoint control and
amazing accuracy to offer many patients
smaller incisions, reduced scarring and
faster recovery from hysterectomy, hernia
repair, colon and gallbladder surgeries.
Please join Northern Inyo Healthcare
District for a presentation and demonstration of our new surgical system:

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20th
6-8 PM, MAIN LOBBY
NORTHERN INYO HOSPITAL

NORTHERN INYO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
One Team. One Goal. Your Health.
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SOCIAL CLIMBER

Amy Wicks turns used climbing ropes into works of art
By Bodine
limbing ropes aren’t cheap, as
many local crag bums are well
aware. They usually cost between $100 and $300 and are given a
10-year life span by the manufacturers.
Ask any climber and they’ll agree,
stepping on a climbing rope is a
cardinal sin. However, as carefully as
one might tread, dirt and grit eventually makes its way into the rope
fibers, weakening the rope. Tests
conducted at the 2012 International
Technical Rescue Symposium concluded that a dirty rope can reduce
its strength by up to 40 percent.
It’s a shame to put an old friend
out to pasture when it still looks fine,
but there’s not much guarantee the
rope can still hold a fall, unless you
fall on it and find out. Good luck
with that.
Amy Wicks has found a new purpose for the lifeline for climbers—
rope art. Wicks winds and weaves
retired ropes into rugs, beer cozies
and even jewelry. What started as
an experiment, a hobby, has grown
into a sought-after gift. When The

C

Tonik TBD

Sheet spoke with Wicks about her
craft, she added that she’s open
to suggestions or commissioned
pieces. You’ve probably already seen
her work without realizing it—her
art adorns the outside of Mountain
Rambler Brewery.
She told The Sheet she found a
rope in the trash one day three years
ago and wondered if there was a
way to repurpose the polyamide, or
nylon, into something other than
filling a dump. She used her love
of Celtic knots and started twisting
until she came up with a pattern.
The Sheet: “Do you a book of
Celtic knots?”
Wicks: After a long pause, “No, but
that’d be cool.”
It must be instinctual because the
patterns are beautiful; complex yet
attractive. She weaves several colors
together to highlight curves and
space.
She experiments with other parts
of the rope, too. The cores of various ropes have been knotted into
earrings, and the outside of the rope,
otherwise known as the sheath, has

Amy Wicks shows off her wares. Wicks
gives used climbing ropes a new life.
been turned into strips for a beer
cozy or wound around a coffee mug.
Wicks has been a seasonal resident
for years but finally made the move
to official “local” a few years ago. After all, Bishop is where the climbers

are, and the climbers are the source
of her materials.
Wicks’ art is on display at Black
Sheep Coffee, but she doesn’t have a
website. She’s simply too busy, and
she also likes keeping the art local.
So if you like what you see, you’ll
have to seek out Wicks the old fashioned way.
She will be at the Inyo Council for
the Arts selling her wares on December 17 from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. at
137 South Main Street in Bishop.
Wicks declared her art is the
ideal gift for a non-climber to give a
climber. For a land lover, browsing
the climbing store can be intimidating with shelves and racks full of bits
of metal on wires, foldable mattresses and ballerina shoes. And, the gear
isn’t cheap enough to just by whatever looks cool. Wicks’ rope art won’t
break the bank and it’s recycled and
repurposed to boot.
Cheap and eco-friendly is a
climber’s dream.
Go to Black Sheep Coffee in Bishop to check out the work or email
her at climbingropeart@gmail.com.
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ROCK ‘N ROLLY
It’s the last holiday season to shop at Bishop’s Lyons Jewelers

By Lunch
ou know you have properly
fulfilled your destiny when you
have aspirations of becoming a
jeweler and marry a man whose last
name is Rock.
That’s how it happened for Sharon
Lyons Rock, and after 34 successful
and happy years, she and husband
Rolly are closing Lyons Jewelers in
Bishop.
She hopes to remain in business
through Valentine’s Day next year.
The first line isn’t quite right. Her
initial aspiration was to become a
doctor. Lyons, who grew up in the
suburbs of Chicago, obtained a Bachelor of Science degree at Iowa State
in zoology and biochemistry before
doing graduate research in cancer at
the University of Iowa.
But then, she took a “break”—a
winter season in Keystone, Colorado.
That break changed the course of her
life.
She found work in a jewelry/leather
store and the owners let Sharon stay
after work if she wished to use the
jewelry-making equipment.
She was drawn to jewelry as an
artistic medium because it’s so…
present. It’s both wearable and
transferable. Everywhere you go it’s
on display. One can’t say that about a
painting.
Her experimentation led to her
selling her wares at a store in nearby
Aspen.

Y

Sharon Lyons and Rolly Rock, owners of Lyons Jewelers in Bishop.
Upstairs from that jewelry store was
a fellow who had a ski charm manufacturing business. He made snowflakes and keychains and baubles and
the like. The guy wanted to sell the
business and move to Hawaii. Lyons’
parents loaned her $8,000 to make
the purchase. Lyons still has the bill of
sale with a note from her father which
simply says, “Mail us a business card
when you get a chance.”
After five years in Aspen, Sharon

was ready for a change and moved to
California to be closer to her parents.
But she took one thing with her from
Aspen: the seedlings of a relationship
with a freestyle ski pro and bon vivant
named Rolly Rock.
Initially, she got a job as a Design
Engineer at 1928 Jewelry, which to
this day has a location in Burbank.
But she missed the mountains and
would travel north to Mammoth
when she could.

During one weekend she reconnected with Mr. Rock, who happened
to be in Mammoth following the
snow. Rolly was pushing 40, so he saw
the future was more with Sharon than
it was with ski-bumming. The two of
them ultimately decided to move to
Bishop together soon thereafter.
When they decided to open the
business, Rolly got up to speed by
enrolling at the Gemological Institute
of America to learn jewelry repair and
manufacture.
Neither has ever looked back.
In addition to their passion for jewelry, the couple, who own a ranch in
Hammill Valley, has also professionally bred, trained and shown horses.
Why retire now? “It’s time for me
to just be a craftsperson again,” said
Sharon. “We want to enjoy life. I’ve
got nine horses at home that don’t
know me because I work all the time.”
As to the future, Sharon hopes
people learn to appreciate the value
of having a local jeweler. She says
sometimes people will come in, find
a stone they like, get a price, and then
surf the internet at home to see how
much cheaper they can get it for.
Issues arise, however, when there’s
a sizing issue, or a service issue. Sadly,
folks will probably only realize what
they had once it’s gone, she said.
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BACKCOUNTRY SKIING? THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT
Nate Greenberg can certainly “Rakkup”

By Gile s

N

ate Greenberg, co-author of
“Backcountry Skiing California’s Eastern Sierra,” (BSCES)
recently released a backcountry skiing
tool for smartphones.
Greenberg, President of the Eastern
Sierra Avalanche Center (ESAC), has
designed an interface where skiers can
enter data from avalanche forecasts
into a tool that uses the information to
sift through hundreds of backcountry
ski descents from Bridgeport to Lone
Pine, for places where avalanche danger is not prohibitive on any given day.
The new tool uses layers of maps to
provide satellite imagery, topographic
maps, and photographs of approaches
and descents. To access it, users must
download the free application Rakkup
and purchase the digitalized guidebook, which they can then use within
Rakkup.
Like the 2013 edition of the BSCES
guidebook, the mobile phone version
provides users with vital information
such as the length of the approach,
the angle and aspect of the slope of
descent, and the maximum elevation
reached in the tour.
Rakkup was created as a mobile
database for climbing guidebooks
by Rob Price and Todd Kutzke several years ago. The app uses satellite
imagery topographic maps, and global
positioning system to translate published guidebooks. In a 2014 review,
Climbing Magazine described Rakkup
as “similar to... Mountain Project, but

instead of relying on user-generated
content, Rakkup uses professionals
and guidebook authors to write descriptions and gather info.”
“Bishop Bouldering” by Airlie Anderson and McKenzie Long is already
available on Rakkup. Users can locate
climbing routes using the app. Greenberg was tasked with converting the
existing climbing platform to a backcountry skiing tool.
When Greenberg and his co-author
Dan Mingori wrote BSCES in 2006,
they took the detailed route descriptions and mapping then common in
climbing guidebooks and created a set
of tools for describing ski descents.
“I have a number of guidebooks
where I have just enough information
to know where a thing is, how to get to
the ascent, but then from there it gets
unclear…” Greenberg said. That’s all
well and good for experts, but can be
unsafe for less experienced users.
Between the two of them, Mingori
and Greenberg have skied every descent listed in the BSCES. The information they provide is first hand, and
is often accompanied by photographs
taken by the authors. It took them
about 15 combined years to ski what
they considered the most common
day trips in the region, from Bridgeport to Lone Pine.
Wolverine Publishing released the
300-page guidebook in 2008. Greenberg says he’s been brainstorming a
digital, mobile edition of the guide-

A screenshot from “Backcountry Skiing
California’s Eastern Sierra” as it appears
on the smartphone app Rakkup.
book since it was first published,
reasoning that no one would want to
carry the tome into the backcountry.
Ultimately, Wolverine, Mingori, and

Greenberg decided that a mobile edition would have to wait until better
technology and copyright protection
were available.
According to Greenberg, that time is
now. Greenberg said he chose Rakkup
because it provides a standardized
platform where authors can write
content and monetize it.
Prospective authors and their
content are vetted before publication.
Users have to pay for content, but the
app itself is free. Once you download
a guidebook, you can access it offline
and without cell service. Even the avalanche forecast overlay tool is effective
offline.
Greenberg is offering the Sherwins
portion of the guidebook for free to
promote safe access to the Sherwins
and Punta Bardini in Mammoth Lakes.
The Mammoth Lakes Trails and Public
Access Foundation (MLTPA), Mammoth Lakes Recreation, Mammoth
Lakes Trails and ESAC have partnered
on a project to install signs with trail
maps at access points for Mammoth
Crest, the Punta Bardini, and the Sherwins. According to Greenberg, signs
will have maps that show terrain, reminders about avalanche awareness,
and an avalanche beacon checker. In
addition, there will be a code on each
sign, so that skiers can take a photo
with their phones and be directed to
a free download of Rakkup and the
Sherwins section of the guidebook.
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MIND, BODY AND SOL

Erin Koehler brings a holistic approach to Mammoth

By Gile s

E

rin Koehler has spent most
of her career doing cancer
research and treating cancer
patients. As a registered nurse, she
worked out of the University of Utah
Health Sciences Center and ran a
research project out of the Huntsman Cancer Institute. Somewhere
between treating patients with bone
marrow transplants and women
who were high risk for ovarian and
breast cancer, she managed to spend
a lot of time in the mountains and
get married.
“I had a couple of babies somewhere in between and came out
of that…a little bit depleted,” said
Koehler. “I’d been taking care of
other people in my work, in healthcare and my family…my self-care
was lacking.” In her early thirties,
Koehler sought treatment for some
chronic digestive issues and was
offered a prescription with little
explanation of where the symptoms
were coming from.
“I was seeking care from a G.I.
[gastrointestinal] doctor in the standard western model. That was what
I worked in, and very much what I
believed in at that time… I wanted
to know what the root cause was.”
During that time, Koehler participated in about 700 hours of training
to become a certified yoga instructor. “An Ayurvedic practitioner came

Ayurvedic health educator Erin Koehler teaches yoga at the recently-opened Mountain Sol
studios in Mammoth.
to both of my trainings, and it just
Koehler is currently a Certified
made sense...”
Ayurvedic Health Educator accredAccording to Koehler, Ayurveda
ited through the California College
is a “sister science” to yoga. Treatof Ayurveda (CCA) in Nevada City.
ments and exams involve encourShe is in her third year of an apaging patients to pay attention to
proximately four-year program to
their bodies. The system of medicine become an Ayurvedic Doctor, and
is based on a set of Sanskrit texts
helped to open Mountain Sol Yoga in
called the Vedas, which were written Mammoth Lakes, where she currentin what is now India over 4,000 years ly practices Ayurvedic Health Educaago. It’s one of the oldest systems of
tion. Once she is a doctor, she will
medicine in the world.
be able to prescribe herbal supple-

ments and remedies in addition
to recommendations about diet.
“It’s somewhat akin to diagnosing
western disease. You can be more
specific. Right now, when people
come in, I can say, I won’t treat the
specific problem you have, but if you
do these things, over time, I think
you will feel better overall, and you
will likely feel an improvement with
regard to that specific ailment.”
When asked what it takes to become an Ayurvedic doctor, Koehler
said “At the basic level, you have to
have a background in anatomy and
in psychology. I already had those
because of my nursing training.”
Koehler said she remains a proponent of using many different forms
of medicine. “I see an absolute use
for western medicine, but also for
acupuncture and homeopathic remedies… I wouldn’t dissuade anyone
from seeking western medicine
if that feels like the right path for
them.”
When asked about her colleagues’
reactions to her career change,
Koehler smiled. “There is a whole
group of people trained in that western medicine model looking outside
the box, at the mind-body connection, and especially at how our
digestive health affects our full body
healthiness.” On the other hand, she

see KOEHLER, page 23
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RECYCLING
RIGHT
Bishop Waste takes over Inyo County’s recycling program
By Rea

T

en years after Brian Robinette
brought curbside recycling
to Inyo County with Sierra
Conservation Project, he’s handing
over responsibility for the program
to Rick Vahl of Bishop Waste.
“We want to use this [transition] as
a platform to educate folks on what’s
recyclable and what their options
are in Inyo and Mono Counties,”
Vahl told The Sheet at his office in
Mammoth last week.
Bishop Waste, a subsidiary of
Waste Connections, has been coordinating with Sierra Conservation
Project (SCP) in Inyo County for the
last five years, Robinette said.
“The curbside [customers]
shouldn’t see any change,” said Vahl,
“for some time now it’s been our
truck picking up their cart on their
service day.”
He did note that pickups will be
a bit earlier, 7 a.m. instead of 8 a.m.
Inyo County businesses who worked
with SCP “have seen times changed
a little bit, and a new face,” but “over
the last month they’ve met our drivers and we’re developing a route that
fits our model,” said Vahl.
“Recycling is not always perceived
in this area as critical,” said Vahl, but
he and Robinette want to remind
locals that when recyclables are
properly disposed of, they don’t end
up in landfills.
“The economic side of things is
we’re diverting stuff from a landfill,
and a landfill has a finite life and
we’re seeing that here at Benton
Crossing [in Mono County]. There’s
an end date. The more we divert and
handle more responsibly, the longer
the life is and the potential for rates
not to increase so rapidly. [We’re]
having that forecast of the future

Rick Vahl of Waste Connections and Brian Robinette of Sierra Conservation Project.
Bishop Waste is taking over recycling operations in Inyo County from Robinette’s SCP.
and investing in it right now,” said
Vahl.
“That’s our goal, to divert as much
as possible,” says Robinette.
With the change in ownership,
Robinette and Vahl wanted to remind their customers in both Inyo
and Mono Counties about what can
and cannot be recycled through
their programs.
“Not all plastic is created equal,”
says Vahl. “We only recycle No. 1 or
No. 2 plastics.” The most common
things that SCP and Waste Connections employees find “are yogurt
containers or Starbucks and McDonald’s clear plastic cups.”

“I like to call it ‘Optimistic Recycling,’” says Robinette with a laugh.
“If you’re visiting, you’re in the
mindset of the program you’re used
to at home, which may be different.”
“When people are closer to where
the big facilities are, those take most
everything,” said Vahl. “But that
would add probably another two
hours for our drivers to go through
L.A. traffic,” which is not financially
sustainable, Vahl said.
“It really boils down to economic
sustainability of the program,” said
Robinette. “We really have to be
careful to focus on the materials that
we can collect that are sustainable,
and what really makes sense…we’re

trying to keep the cost as low as
possible while still providing a good
diverse program to our customers
that is sustainable.”
Robinette also wanted to remind
customers that there are a few things
that are never recyclable—such as
diapers and dog waste, which his
employees definitely find in recycling bins from time to time.
“When we get contamination, it
takes labor, it takes people and time
and energy to pull that out so that
we can actually recycle,” said Vahl.
“If we get lot of contamination
it increases costs.” That includes
those pesky yogurt cups and takeout clamshells that so many people
want to recycle, but which the
Eastern Sierra’s small program can’t
process.
“There’s a lot of thinking that’s
kind of along the lines of ‘I’m going to throw this garden hose in the
blue bin, becuase it’s plastic, and it
could be recycled.’ You might feel
warm and fuzzy about throwing that
garden hose in there, but it actually
costs the program in the long run
because somebody has to pull it
out.”
“Recycle right,” says Vahl. “Just
know what you’re doing and do it.
It’s on us to really try our best to improve outreach and education to our
consumers, and we do this with a lot
of diverse methods.” Signs, pamphlets, and conversations are some
of the best ways to reach people,
Vahl said.
“If you have kids, they’re learning
about this,” says Vahl. “Recycling
is as normal as a smart phone and
we should be modeling for our next
generation…It does cost a little bit
more, but I’d rather have people
choose than California state mandates and that enforcement model,”
said Vahl. “We’re just good people
over here. We live in the outdoors,
we know what it’s like to take care of
our farms and our backcountry.”
For information on Bishop Waste
and their recycling program in Inyo
County, visit www.bishopwaste.com
or call 760.872.6561. For information
on Mono County’s recycling program, check out www.recyclesierra.
com or call 760.914.0115.
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NO-CLASSIFIEDS/LOCAL NEWS

INTERACT

NO CLASS-IFIEDS
Help Wanted

Sierra Employment Services, Inc is
hiring for the following positions
Appliance Tech-B $DOE
Admin Assistant-M $13/hr
Customer Service Rep-M $11/hr
Sandwich Maker-M $11-$12/hr
General Laborers -B,M $12-$18/hr
Housekeepers B,M $12-$17/hr
Spa Maintenance-M $DOE
Call 760.924.0523 or 760.873.8599
See our full job list online
www.SierraEmployment.com
Accountant or full charge bookkeeper
needed for growing practice. Competitive pay, medical insurance, 401(k), profit
sharing, flex time. Send resume via email
to butnerhoa@gmail.com or Fax resume to
760.934.5336.
Work With The Best. Footloose Sports,
nationally recognized as a top 60 retailer,
is hiring for the upcoming season. We are
seeking a staff who work as hard as they
play. We’re looking for responsible individu
als, passionate about winter sports, and
motivated to provide the best in customer
service. We have full and part-time positions open in our sales, rental and ski
repair departments. We are offering great
pay DOE, discounts and flexible hours, in
progressive work enviroment. Call us at
760.934.2400. Go to our website at www.
footloosesports.com or e-mail your resume to footloose@footloosesports.com to
schedule an interview.
Full Time and Part Time Baker for
Hire at Stellar Brew. On the job training is
provided, but you must have some knowledge of baking, no professional experience is necessary. Competitive pay,fun
atmosphere, flexible hours! Please email
us at stellarbrew@gmail.com or drop a
resume off at Stellar Brew on Main Street.

Help Wanted

The Town of Mammoth Lakes is looking
for a Temporary Snow Removal Operator.
Full-time hours for the winter season,
Class B required. Visit www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov for more information.
The Town of Mammoth Lakes is seeking bids and proposals from qualified
individuals or firms who can assist with
the development of a logo and brand
image to be used on print collateral and
digital media, related to its efforts regarding broadband recognition and outreach.
The logo and brand we are seeking to
have created should incorporate the
concepts of connectivity, recreation,
technology, and our beautiful natural
surroundings here in the Eastern Sierra.
For more information, please visit http://
www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov/
DocumentCenter/View/6348.
Kittredge Sports is hiring seasonal employees for the this winter. We are looking
for Warm, Friendly, Reliable winter sports
enthusiasts. Join a fun team of people to
work with and get the most out of your
winter. Day & Evening shifts available
with flexible hours.
Positions available: Rental Manager,
Rental Techs, Hard good Techs, Cashier,
Retail Sales.
Stop by the store to pick up an application or send Resume to tl@kittredge.net to
schedule an interview
Mammoth Spa Creations is looking for
another member for it's team. We have
an immediate opening for a full time spa
maintenance position. This position also
offers vacation accrual, benefits and paid
holidays. Experience is preferred, but not
required. Heavy lifting and a clean DMV
is required. Please call 760-924-3091 or
stop by the store located at 1401 Tavern
Rd. Mammoth Lakes for more information and to pick up an application.

continued from page 9

Help Wanted
Food Cache Cafe Now Hiring Dishwasher, full & part-time availble, must be
available to work nights.
Se Busca Dishwasher, full & part-time
disponible, debe trabajar noches.
(760)965-0565
Vons is now Accepting On line applications for employment. Competitive wages
and benefits. If you enjoy working with the
public then come join us.
Gomez’s Restaurant & Tequileria is looking for experienced, happy people to join
the team for winter season and beyond.
Applications can be found at www.
gomezs.com. Please email along with
resume to info@gomezs.com
Or drop by the restaurant in the Village.
Line Cooks, Prep Cooks, Dish and all
other positions needed.
Shilo Inn is currently looking for Front
desk, Housekeeping, and night auditor
positions,wages vary, stop by for an application.

For Rent
Great family home in June Lake. Quiet,
amazing views. 2 BDR, 2 BA, Loft. Dog
run. Pellet stove. Close to June Mountain
for skiing. Easy access to lakes, streams
and hiking. Pet deposit. $2,100/month.
Address: 130 Nevada Street. Call Pat @
760.709.2119.
Three Light and Bright, beautifully furnished 1 BDR units available for rent from
now until Dec. 15th. Upper units, very
modern, custom lounge sofa, stainless
steel appliances.Dishwasher, microwave,
oven, etc. DirecTV, fast wifi and all other
utilities included in the rent. Absolutely
N/S and N/P. $1,400 per unit. Will consider any time frame within this period.
Contact Nate Hunter 310.748.4506, or
nate@cityloancorp.com.
2 BDR/1.5 BA apt. for rent. $1,800/mo.
Newly remodeled. Rent includes water,
cable/internet. W/D, Pets ok. FAU, unfurnished. Near the Village. Contact Michele
Hansen for owner’s info.760.934.1842.
3BDR, 2 BA Single family home. 2 car
garage. Washer, dryer, gas heat, electric
pellet stove. Great views. SV Sites next to
Obsidian. 2000/Mo. 6-month lease. Call
Eric @ 760.420.4005.

For Sale

Mammoth Rock & Bowl/Mammoth
Rock Brasserie has the following positions available. Food and Beverage Floor
Supervisor, Server, Bartender, Brasserie Hostess. Contact Kevin O’Connell
Housekeepers ($11)
Cooks
Dishwashers
Maintenance Worker
Please complete an application at
164 Old Mammoth Rd.
or e-mail pl@thelandingtahoe.com
Part Time Year Round Maintenance Laborer Needed For Condominium Complex.You may complete an application
at 2289 Sierra Nevada Road or email you
resume to mtshadows@npgcable.com; or
call 760.934.4993 for more information.
Law office in Mammoth Lakes seeking
part-time secretary. Job responsibilities
include typing, answering phones, filing
and other secretarial duties. Legal experience not required. Call 760-934-4529 or
email resume to tbsanford@earthlink.net.
Pay depending on experience.
Full time hospitality position. Seeking responsible, outgoing hospitality/
reservation agent for local management
company. Excellent phone/customer service skills required. Previous reservation
experience preferred. Flexible 32-40 hours
per week starting immediately. $12-14/
hr DOE. Please email resume to cindy@
mammothsierraonline.com

GREAT BASIN UNIFIED
AIR POLLUTION CONTROL
DISTRICT
Position Announcement
AIR MONITORING
TECHNICIAN I or II
Bishop location, full time with benefits.
One Position. Salary Range $4,224$5,135/month (Tech I) or $4,856-$5,902/
month (Tech II), DOQ.
For more information and job application
instructions, please call (760)872-8211 or
visit: www.gbuapcd.org/employment.
Application and materials for this position should be submitted to Great Basin
Unified Air Pollution Control District,
157 Short Street, Bishop CA 93514, Attn:
Human Resources. Required application materials are due no later than 5 pm,
January 6, 2017 (postmarks not accepted).
Hotel seeking front desk agent/night
audit position Must be available to work
graveyard shifts. 16-32 hours per week.
Perfect if you already have a part time job
and are looking to pick up extra shifts.
Must be able to work most weekends &
holidays. Hospitality experience is a plus
but not required.Starting hourly ranges
based on experience. Please deliver resume in person or pick up application at
Sierra Lodge located at 3540 Main Street
or send to info@sierralodge.com
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Snowblower, Ariens premium track,
28”, 921 series . Used once. Essentially
new. With cover,gas-can, oil and fuel
treatment. $1,500 obo. Smokin’ deal. Call
mike at 760.914.1632 or email to docmpd@yahoo.com.
Trailer - 5' X 8' Fruehauf box cargo; very
rugged, single axle, leaf springs, aero
dome on front, very stable, good cond.
Asking $1,250. OBO (310)418-9747

PERSONALS
In search of ... a Grinch to steal your
Christmas? Have you met my ex?
I heard your ... heart grew three times last
Christmas. Is that a side effect of Viagra?
You say you ... aren’t much for exchanging
gifts. That’s not what my doctor told me last
January.
I saw you ... dressed in a Santa Claus suit.
I’ll sit on your lap if the flap’s in the right
place.

with these kids, it’s amazing to see
them figure things out,” said Hunt.
After several years together, most
of the members are great at working
together—the fifteen students The
Sheet met on Monday collaborated
last month to send out full Thanksgiving dinners to families in need. They
all decided what the “must haves”
were for a Turkey smorgasbord and
each volunteered to make several
items. Two of the students baked pies.
They met at school to put together
boxes of goodies for the three anonymous families they had chosen to
surprise. Good deeds like these are
part of Interact’s community service projects—each year, the group
chooses three major service projects
to perform: one international project, one community project, and one
school project. The letter-writing is
actually their second community
project this year.
“They actually go down to Mexico
and build a house in a day [for their
international project],” said Quart
Keyes, another of Interact’s advisors.
‘They go down on a Friday night,
build the house on Saturday, and
come back Sunday morning.”
“I got involved because I have a
little bit of a heart for high school
students,” Keyes, who started working
with Interact after becoming a Rotarian herself, told The Sheet. “I just I
think they’re an unreached group of
people. I personally love being able to
work with them…I think it’s important that we find ways to give back to
our community.”
Hunt also got involved with Interact after being a member of Rotary.
After twenty years of mentoring
students in Mammoth, she’s seen the
far-reaching impact of the organization. “I’ve got kids on Facebook who
went to college and ended up starting
Rotoract clubs themselves,” she said.
“It’s just interesting to see how they’ve
gone through life.”
The skills the students are learning
are already coming in handy. Senior
Hayden Mannetter attended the
Rotary Youth Leadership Awards in
July of this year and was able to gain
a letter of recommendation to apply
for college scholarships, he said. He’s
already been admitted to Montana
State.
Jacob Mahler, also a senior, plans
to enter the Marines after graduation.
The Sheet asked if he mentioned this
in his letters to veterans. “No, I mean,
I want to make this about them, not
about me,” Mahler said. “They went
out and served our county, it’s good
to acknowledge that they are heroes
to us,” he said of the project.
Connor Kusumoto, President of
Interact, told The Sheet that acting as
the head of the organization has given him the challenge he wanted in his
senior year of high school. He plans
to attend Cerro Coso after graduation
and eventually study kinesiology.
“We don’t run our meetings the
smoothest,” he said with a laugh after
the members figured out the “Merry
Christmas” trouble, “but what we do
has good value.”
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calendar of eventS
BARS & MUSIC

TOWN STUFF

Happy Hour/

December 16-18/

Outlaw Saloon. 4-7 p.m. daily and all
night on Mondays.
Roberto’s 4-6 p.m. Mon.-Thurs.
Austria Hof. 4-7 p.m. Sun.-Thurs.
Fri.-Sat. 4-6 p.m.
Whitebark Restaurant Bar & Lounge
Unwind with daily drink and food
specials 4-6 p.m. Half price sushi
Mondays.
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour 4:30-7
p.m. daily and all day Sunday. $5
dollar menu items, drink specials.
Happy Hour @ Sushi Rei. 5-6 p.m.
daily. Half off apps and $5 hand roll
+small sake . Sundays are all-night
happy hour.
Happy Hour @ The Bistro at
Snowcreek, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Mon.-Sat.
Mammoth Tavern Happy Hour
Tuesday-Sunday 3:30-5 p.m. Closed
Mondays.Text
Smokeyard weekend Happy Hour
4-6 p.m. in the bar only.
Side Door Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m.
Fridays: Half off Moscow and
Kentuky Mules. Saturday and Sunday:
Bottomless mimosas 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Mammoth’s famous Slocums Happy
Hour 4-6 p.m. See ad, p. 5.
Giovanni’s Happy Hour, daily 4-6
p.m. Large pizza and a pitcher of beer
gets you free wings.
Lakanuki Happy Hour daily 4:3010:30 p.m., $4 margaritas, Mai Tais
and food discounts. Sunday Club
Nights with DJ Night Audit. Happy
Hour drink specials 10 p.m.- close.
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill,
Ugly Sweater Party after Night of
Light w/ DJ CHRONFUCIUS. Bring
in a canned good or unwraped toy
for donation and receive Happy hour
pricing all night.
The Monkey Bar Restaurant hosts
their Happy Hour from 3-6 p.m. and
10-12 p.m. every day. Food & drink
specials including a $5 Mai-Tai.

December 16-18/

Mojo Jackson plays @ 53 Kitchen &
Cocktails. 9 p.m.

Saturday, December 17/

Night of Lights after-party @ Liberty
Bar with DJ Chronfucius.
Ugly sweater and donation drive
at Liberty Bar. Guests who bring
unwrapped toy or canned good for
donation receive happy hour pricing
all night. See ad, p. 5.

Monday, December 19/

Open at 5 p.m.
635 N. Main St.
Bishop
25 years of experience

japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar

Friday, December 16/

Ugly Sweater Party @ Outlaw Saloon.
Specials, NFL games. See ad, p. 4.

934.6260

Main St. Next to Rick’s

Night of Lights @ Canyon Lodge.
Free. 4:30-8:00 p.m. Visit www.
mammothmountain.com for info.
No Woolly’s Saturday Parade today.
Catch Woolly and friends at Night of
Lights.
Join The Sierra Nevada Resort &
Spa for the Night of Lights Holiday
Kickoff Party in the resort lobby. Hot
chocolate, shuttle service to the event.
Secrets of Electronics @ Mammoth
Lakes Library. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
First 5: Chalfant Peapod-Parent
child playgroup. 9:30 a.m. at Chalfant
Community Center 123 Valley Rd.

December 18-23

Photos with Santa and Woolly at
Mammoth Sports in the Village. 3:305:30 p.m. each day. Don’t forget your
camera!

Sunday, December 18/

Unbound Series Slopestyle #1. @
MMSA. 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Register
online at www.mammothmountain.
com.

Monday, December 19/

Painted Forest, a community exhibit
of children’s paintings. Range and
River Books in Bishop, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
350 Mono Trip to Carson City for
protest rally. Contact Janet Carle
for details at jcarle@qnet.com. See
sidebar, next page.

Mono County Board of Supervisors
meets 9 a.m. in Suite Z (note location
change from Sierra Center Mall).
Beginning Fencing classes continue
@ Crowley Lake Community Center.
Info: Contact Isabel at isbxoxo@gmail.
com.
Cindy Jenson-Elliott book signing of
“Antsy Ansel” at the Booky Joint. 4-6
p.m. See story, p. 10.
Please join Northern Inyo Healthcare
District for an informational
presentation and demonstration of
our new da Vinci Robotics Surgical
System. Light hors d’oeuvres served.
6-8 p.m. Main Lobby, Northern Inyo
Hospital. The robotics system will
be on display for your review. Our
surgeons will be on hand to answer
any questions. See ad, p. 13.

Saturday, December 24/

Beer lovers’ candy store

Selection of more than 300 beers
IT’S THE MOST WONDERFUL
TIME...TO DRINK BEER.

Saturday, December 17/

Tuesday, December 20/

Wine Wednesday @ Black Velvet
Coffee. $15 tasting includes a waffle,
tasting fee waived with purchase of
bottle.
Wild Wing Wednesdays at the Outlaw
Saloon. Half off wings.

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

CHP Bishop Toy Drive deadline.
Drop off unwrapped toys by 5 p.m.
at CHP Bishop Office, 469 S. Main St.
Questions: 760.872.5960.
Textile Art reception by the Calico
Quilters Club. 5 p.m. @ Mammoth
Lakes Library. Exhibit runs through
Feb.
June Mountain Opening Day,
conditions permitting. 8:30 a.m.
opening day ceremony, 11 a.m.
champagne toast. Hang out with
Bucky and Woolly and celebrate the
2016/17 season at June Mountain.
Visit www.mammothmountain.com
for info.

December 20-22/

Wednesday, December 21/

760-872-4801

Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre
presents: The Fantasticks. 7 p.m.
(December 18 @ 4 p.m.) at 100 College
Parkway, Mammoth. Tix: $20/$18/$10
online, $22 at the door, no discounts.

Bowling ‘n Beats @ Mammoth Rock
‘n Bowl. Theme: Fear and Loathing. 8
p.m. $3 cosmic bowling w/costume.
DJ Chronfucius spins.
Date Night at Black Velvet Coffee. 2
glasses of wine and cheese plate: $35.
2 draft beers and cheese plate: $30.
4-9 p.m.

• Chicken & Beef Teriyaki
• Tempura • Tonkatsu • Sukiyaki
• Calamari • Sushi
• Full Service Cocktail Bar
& Lounge
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Happy Hour/

December 16-18/

Outlaw Saloon. 4-7 p.m. daily and all
night on Mondays.
Roberto’s 4-6 p.m. Mon.-Thurs.
Austria Hof. 4-7 p.m. Sun.-Thurs.
Fri.-Sat. 4-6 p.m.
Whitebark Restaurant Bar & Lounge
Unwind with daily drink and food
specials 4-6 p.m. Half price sushi
Mondays.
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour 4:30-7
p.m. daily and all day Sunday. $5
dollar menu items, drink specials.
Happy Hour @ Sushi Rei. 5-6 p.m.
daily. Half off apps and $5 hand roll
+small sake . Sundays are all-night
happy hour.
Happy Hour @ The Bistro at
Snowcreek, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Mon.-Sat.
Mammoth Tavern Happy Hour
Tuesday-Sunday 3:30-5 p.m. Closed
Mondays.Text
Smokeyard weekend Happy Hour
4-6 p.m. in the bar only.
Side Door Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m.
Fridays: Half off Moscow and
Kentuky Mules. Saturday and Sunday:
Bottomless mimosas 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Mammoth’s famous Slocums Happy
Hour 4-6 p.m. See ad, p. 5.
Giovanni’s Happy Hour, daily 4-6
p.m. Large pizza and a pitcher of beer
gets you free wings.
Lakanuki Happy Hour daily 4:3010:30 p.m., $4 margaritas, Mai Tais
and food discounts. Sunday Club
Nights with DJ Night Audit. Happy
Hour drink specials 10 p.m.- close.
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill,
Ugly Sweater Party after Night of
Light w/ DJ CHRONFUCIUS. Bring
in a canned good or unwraped toy
for donation and receive Happy hour
pricing all night.
The Monkey Bar Restaurant hosts
their Happy Hour from 3-6 p.m. and
10-12 p.m. every day. Food & drink
specials including a $5 Mai-Tai.

December 16-18/

Mojo Jackson plays @ 53 Kitchen &
Cocktails. 9 p.m.

Saturday, December 17/

Night of Lights after-party @ Liberty
Bar with DJ Chronfucius.
Ugly sweater and donation drive
at Liberty Bar. Guests who bring
unwrapped toy or canned good for
donation receive happy hour pricing
all night. See ad, p. 5.

Monday, December 19/

Open at 5 p.m.
635 N. Main St.
Bishop
25 years of experience

japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar

Friday, December 16/

Ugly Sweater Party @ Outlaw Saloon.
Specials, NFL games. See ad, p. 4.

934.6260

Main St. Next to Rick’s

Night of Lights @ Canyon Lodge.
Free. 4:30-8:00 p.m. Visit www.
mammothmountain.com for info.
No Woolly’s Saturday Parade today.
Catch Woolly and friends at Night of
Lights.
Join The Sierra Nevada Resort &
Spa for the Night of Lights Holiday
Kickoff Party in the resort lobby. Hot
chocolate, shuttle service to the event.
Secrets of Electronics @ Mammoth
Lakes Library. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
First 5: Chalfant Peapod-Parent
child playgroup. 9:30 a.m. at Chalfant
Community Center 123 Valley Rd.

December 18-23

Photos with Santa and Woolly at
Mammoth Sports in the Village. 3:305:30 p.m. each day. Don’t forget your
camera!

Sunday, December 18/

Unbound Series Slopestyle #1. @
MMSA. 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Register
online at www.mammothmountain.
com.

Monday, December 19/

Painted Forest, a community exhibit
of children’s paintings. Range and
River Books in Bishop, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
350 Mono Trip to Carson City for
protest rally. Contact Janet Carle
for details at jcarle@qnet.com. See
sidebar, next page.

Mono County Board of Supervisors
meets 9 a.m. in Suite Z (note location
change from Sierra Center Mall).
Beginning Fencing classes continue
@ Crowley Lake Community Center.
Info: Contact Isabel at isbxoxo@gmail.
com.
Cindy Jenson-Elliott book signing of
“Antsy Ansel” at the Booky Joint. 4-6
p.m. See story, p. 10.
Please join Northern Inyo Healthcare
District for an informational
presentation and demonstration of
our new da Vinci Robotics Surgical
System. Light hors d’oeuvres served.
6-8 p.m. Main Lobby, Northern Inyo
Hospital. The robotics system will
be on display for your review. Our
surgeons will be on hand to answer
any questions. See ad, p. 13.

Saturday, December 24/

Beer lovers’ candy store

Selection of more than 300 beers
IT’S THE MOST WONDERFUL
TIME...TO DRINK BEER.

Saturday, December 17/

Tuesday, December 20/

Wine Wednesday @ Black Velvet
Coffee. $15 tasting includes a waffle,
tasting fee waived with purchase of
bottle.
Wild Wing Wednesdays at the Outlaw
Saloon. Half off wings.

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

CHP Bishop Toy Drive deadline.
Drop off unwrapped toys by 5 p.m.
at CHP Bishop Office, 469 S. Main St.
Questions: 760.872.5960.
Textile Art reception by the Calico
Quilters Club. 5 p.m. @ Mammoth
Lakes Library. Exhibit runs through
Feb.
June Mountain Opening Day,
conditions permitting. 8:30 a.m.
opening day ceremony, 11 a.m.
champagne toast. Hang out with
Bucky and Woolly and celebrate the
2016/17 season at June Mountain.
Memorial service for Blair Stoddard
at Brune Mortuary in Bishop at 2 p.m.

December 20-22/

Wednesday, December 21/

760-872-4801

Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre
presents: The Fantasticks. 7 p.m.
(December 18 @ 4 p.m.) at 100 College
Parkway, Mammoth. Tix: $20/$18/$10
online, $22 at the door, no discounts.

Bowling ‘n Beats @ Mammoth Rock
‘n Bowl. Theme: Fear and Loathing. 8
p.m. $3 cosmic bowling w/costume.
DJ Chronfucius spins.
Date Night at Black Velvet Coffee. 2
glasses of wine and cheese plate: $35.
2 draft beers and cheese plate: $30.
4-9 p.m.

• Chicken & Beef Teriyaki
• Tempura • Tonkatsu • Sukiyaki
• Calamari • Sushi
• Full Service Cocktail Bar
& Lounge
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MakerSpace @ Mammoth Lakes
Library. 2-5 p.m.

Tuesday, December 20/
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Bell ringers wanted
The Salvation Army is in need
of bell ringers asap. Contact Roger
Barker (760.937.5190) or Greg
Jennison (760.965.6716) to get on the
schedule.
For those in need, the Salvation
Army Food Bank in Mammoth is
open from 2-4 p.m. Mondays and
Wednesdays. The food bank is located
below Country Glass in the Higerd
Building on Sierra Manor Rd.

Groundwater Advisory Board
The Tri-Valley Groundwater
Management District will be is
considering appointments to
the TVGMD Advisory Board for a
one year term. Applicants must
be registered voters and reside
within the district boundaries. The
Advisory Board will independently
provide comment to the Board of
Directors on the implementation
of the California Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act and
other matters. Interested residents
should call 760.873.8648 for more
information or email Director Carol
Ann Mitchell at rick.and.carol.ann@
gmail.com. Information on the
groundwater management law can
be found at http://www.water.ca.gov/
groundwater/sgm/.

“The Fantasticks” comes to
Mammoth
Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre
(MLRT) and Artistic Director Shira
Dubrovner announce the opening of
“The Fantasticks,” the fun, charming,
timely and longest running musical
about love, loss, adventure, growing
up, and vegetables. “Yes! Vegetables!,”
said Dubrovner. “Come to the Edison
Theatre December 15-30 to answer
that question for yourself.”
Dubrovner’s production takes a
unique spin on the production with
a new opening written by Phil Olson
(L.A.-based published playwright)
and Dubrovner that places the entire
production 1,000 years into a rather
bleak future.
Tickets are available at www.
mammothlakesrepertorytheatre.org
and are $20 for general admission,
$18 for seniors and students, and
$22 at the door (sorry, no discounts).
This production is suitable for
children ages 10 and above. Schedule:
December 16-30, Friday-Saturday @ 7
p.m. and Sundays at 4 p.m. The play
will not run December 24 & 25.

Gray Line to end, Trolley will
expand
The Gray Line service will end
effective Saturday, December 17,
2016. Service to most of the stops
along the current Gray Line route will
continue to be provided by either the
Red Line, Green Line, or Purple Line.
In conjunction with this change, the
Trolley route has been expanded to
provide service to the stops along
Meridian up to and including Juniper
Springs Resort until at least midnight,
seven nights per week. For more
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UPCOMING

Wednesday, December 21/

Monday, December 26/

Mammoth Town Council meets in
Suite Z. 6 p.m.
Story Time @ Mammoth Lakes
Library. 10:30 a.m.

Thursday, December 22/

Skate with Santa at the Mammoth
Ice Rink from 5:30-8:00 p.m. Get a
family portrait for only $10. Adults:
$12, youth: $9.50, local kids with
school ID: $2, kids: $3.50, includes
skate rental. See ad, p. 17.

December 22-23/

The Fantasticks continues. 7 p.m.
both nights. See sidebar, this page.

Friday, December 23/

Electric Tubing, session 1. Night
tubing, DJ, food & drink specials, glow
party favors for everyone. Woolly’s
Tube Park on Minaret Rd. 6-8 p.m. $39
adults 12+ $34 kids 12 and under. Call
1.800.MAMMOTH to book.

Saturday, December 24/

December Fresh Tracks & Breakfast
@ MMSA. Fresh tracks ticket is $30
and includes early access to lifts and
buffet breakfast at McCoy station.
Lift ticket not included. Advance
purchase recommended. Not an
early-ups event. Ticket office at Main
Lodge opens at 6:30 a.m. Main Lodge
gondola opens at 7 a.m. Visit www.
mammothmountain.com for more
info. See ad, p. 9.
Woolly’s Saturday Parade at The
Village. Music, fun and face painting
begins @ 3:45 p.m.
Christmas Worship Service with
Mammoth Christian Fellowship. 6:30
at Mammoth Middle School gym. See
ad, p. 8.
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Bishop City Council Meeting @ City
Hall. 6 p.m. Questions: 760.873.5863.

Tuesday, December 27/

Unbound Series: Rail Jam @
MMSA. 7:30-8:30 a.m. Visit www.
mammothmountain.com for more
info.

December 28-29/

Unbound Series: Halfpipe #1 and #2.
7:30 a.m.-3 p.m. both days. Visit www.
mammothmountain.com for info.

Wednesday, December 28/

A Very Merry Chixmas with Stacey
Cook. Join three-time Olympian and
Mammoth Team athlete for a holiday
ski (or ride) experience! Ladies only.
Two sessions, $149 ea. Call 1.800.
MAMMOTH for info or to purchase
tickets.

December 29-30/

The Fantasticks final weekend. 7
p.m. both nights. See sidebar, this
page.

Friday, December 30/

Electric Tubing Session 2 @ Woolly’s
Tube Park. Night tubing, DJ, and
more. 6-8 p.m. $39 adults 12+ $34 kids
12 and under. Call 1.800.MAMMOTH
to book.

Saturday, December 31/

New Year’s Eve Family Fun &
Fireworks. 6:30-9:30 p.m. in the
Village. Celebrate on the Village
gondola deck and get prime viewing
for fireworks @ 9 p.m. Live music, face
painting, hot cocoa bar, snacks. Tix:
$20 adults, $15 child 5-12, $5 children
4 and under.

AT THE MOVIES
Minaret Cinemas
Allied (R): Brad Pitt and Marion Cotillard are WWII operatives who fall in love
despite never revealing their true identities. The ensuing marriage is frought
with suspicion. Big surprise.
Rogue One: A Star Wars Story (PG-13): A Rogue band of resistance fighters
unite to steal the Death Star and bring new hope to the galaxy. We can’t wait.
We love Star Wars.

information, check ESTA’s website
at www.estransit.com, or phone
760.924.3184.
Effective December 14, the Night
Trolley route will expand to include
service along Meridian Boulevard
between Old Mammoth Road and
Juniper Springs Resort. The expanded
service will operate on a 20-minute
frequency to the new Meridian
Boulevard service area until midnight
Sunday through Thursday, and
until 2:00 a.m. Friday and Saturday
nights. Check ESTA’s website at www.
estransit.com or call 760.924.3184 for
more information. Real-time arrival
information for all of ESTA’s routes
is available with the Swiftly app
available from the Apple App Store,
and Google Play.

Mammoth Ice Rink hours
The Mammoth Ice Rink is open
(weather permitting) for the
holidays. Public skating sessions
are scheduled daily from 12-3 p.m,
3:30-6:30 p.m. and from 7-10 p.m.
Join us on Thursday, Dec. 22. for
Skate with Santa! Santa is scheduled
to arrive at 5:30 p.m. and will stay
for photos and skating through 8:00
p.m. until he loads up his sleigh
and heads to the North Pole! Visit
www.mammothicerink.com for
schedules and session times or call
760.965.3695.

350 Mono Trip to Carson
City
Members of 350 Mono are
organizing a trip to Carson City to
join a protest rally at the Nevada state
capitol. There are protest rallies in all
fifty states in support of briefing the
electoral voters on Russian hacking
influence and delaying the vote if the
investigation can’t be completed by
Monday, December 19.
Carson City is our closest capitol
and the rally begins at 8 a.m. on
Monday. At least one car is going
up to Carson from the Mono Basin.
Please contact Janet Carle for details.
Visit www.savedemocracy.org for
more information on rallies or email
Janet Carle at jcarle@qnet.com.

Chime in on downtown
The Town is seeking comments on
the development of a Multi-Modal
Bicycle, Pedestrian, Transit and
Parking Action Plan and what you
like, don’t like, and would like to see
changed “Downtown.” Visit www.
connectmammothlakes.com and
complete the short online survey.
The deadline to submit comments
online is January 7, 2017. Thank you
in advance and happy holidays!

Parking restrictions in effect
The Mammoth Lakes Police
Department is reminding citizens
that there is no street parking from
November 1 through April 30.Vehicles
found parked in violation of these
ordinances are subject to receiving
a parking citation and/or in some
cases, vehicles may be impounded at
the owner’s expense.
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ORDINANCE NO. 16-08
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE
TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, COUNTY OF MONO,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, AMENDING CHAPTER
15.04 OF THE TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES MUNICIPAL CODE, ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE
2016
Edition of the California Building Standards Code,
incorporating the 2016 California Building Code
(Incorporating and Amending the 2015 International Building Code), the 2016 California Administrative Code, the 2016 California Electrical Code
(Incorporating and Amending the 2014 National
Electric Code); the 2016 California Mechanical
Code (Incorporating and Amending the 2015
Uniform Mechanical Code), the 2016 California
Plumbing Code (Incorporating and Amending the
2015 Uniform Plumbing Code), the 2016 California
Residential Code (Incorporating and Amending
the 2015 International Residential Code), THE
2016 CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE (INCORPORATING AND AMENDING THE 2015 INTERNATIONAL
FIRE CODE), the 2016 California Green Building
Standards Code, the 2016 California Historical
Building Code, the 2016 California Existing Building Code, the 2016 California Energy Code, the 2016
California Reference Standards Code; and the 2015
International Property maintenance code; together
with local amendments thereto
WHEREAS, pursuant to California Government Code
Section 50022.1 et seq. the Town of Mammoth Lakes
(“Town”) may adopt by reference the California
Building Standards Code, 2016 Edition, as provided
in Title 24 and 25 of the California Code of Regulations and other codes, including, without limitation,
the International Property Maintenance Code; and
WHEREAS, the California Building Standards Commission (“Commission”) recently adopted the 2016
Edition of the California Building Standards Code;
and
WHEREAS, California Health and Safety Code Section 17958.7 and 18941.5 authorize cities to adopt
the California Building Standards Code with modifications determined to be reasonably necessary
because of local climatic, geological or topographical
conditions; and
WHEREAS, the Town Council held a public hearing
on November 16, 2016 at which time all interested
persons had the opportunity to appear and be heard
on the matter of approving the Codes as amended
herein; and
WHEREAS, the Town published notice of the aforementioned public hearing pursuant to California
Government Code Section 6066 on November 4,
2016, and November 11, 2016.
WHEREAS, any and all other legal prerequisites relating to the adoption of this Ordinance have occurred.
NOW, THEREFORE, THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE
TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, CALIFORNIA, DOES
HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. Recitals. The above recitals are all true
and correct.
Section 2. Environmental Review. The Town
Council finds, pursuant to Title 14 of the California
Code of Regulations, Section 1506l(b)(3), that this
ordinance is exempt from the requirements of the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in that
it is not a Project which has the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment. Staff is
directed to file a notice of exemption within five (5)
days of the adoption of this ordinance.
Section 3. Legislative Findings. The Town Council
finds that the changes and modifications to the 2016
Building Standards Codes as set forth in Chapter
15.04 of the Town of Mammoth Lakes Municipal
Code are more restrictive than the standards adopted
by the California Building Standards Commission,
and are reasonably necessary because of local
climatic, geologic or topographic conditions, based
on the express findings and determinations, marked
in relation to the respective amendments provided
in this ordinance, described in Exhibit “B” attached
hereto, and hereby adopted by the Town Council
as the findings to support the modifications to the
California Building Standards Code.
Section 4. Severability. If any section, subsection,
subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase in
this Ordinance, or any part thereof, is held invalid or
unconstitutional, then such decision shall not affect
the validity of the remaining sections or portions of
this Ordinance or part thereof. The Town Council
hereby declares that it would have passed each section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence,
clause or phrase of this Ordinance irrespective of
the fact that any one or more sections, subdivisions,
paragraphs, sentences, clauses or phrases may be
declared invalid or unconstitutional.
Section 5. Effective Date. This ordinance and the
rules, regulations, provisions, requirements, orders
and matters established and adopted hereby shall
take effect and be in full force and effect the later of
January 7, 2017, or thirty (30) days from and after the
date of its final passage and adoption.
Section 6. Filing. The Building Division of the
Community and Economic Development Department shall file copies of this ordinance with the State
Building Standards Commission as prescribed in
state law.
Section 7. Publication. The Town Clerk shall certify
to the adoption of this ordinance and shall cause
a summary thereof to be published at least five (5)
days prior to the meeting at which the proposed
ordinance is to be adopted and shall post a certified
copy of the proposed ordinance in the office of the
Town Clerk, and within fifteen (15) days of its adoption, shall cause a summary of it to be published,
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including the vote for and against the same, and shall
post a certified copy of the adopted ordinance in the
office of the Town Clerk, in accordance with California
Government Code Section 36933.
ADOPTED, SIGNED and APPROVED this 7th day of
December, 2016.
SHIELDS RICHARDSON, Mayor
ATTEST:
JAMIE GRAY, Town Clerk
EXHIBIT “A”
Chapter 15.04 BUILDING REGULATIONS AND
CODES
Sections:
15.04.010 Purpose of chapter—Building Code.
15.04.020 Definitions—Building Code.
15.04.030 Codes adopted.
15.04.040 Filing of copies of the California Codes.
15.04.050 Plans and specifications—California Building Code.
15.04.060 Building permit expiration—California
Building Code.
15.04.070 Compliance with health and zoning and
other regulations prerequisite to building permits—
California Building Code.
15.04.080 Utility connection—California Plumbing
Code and California Building Code.
15.04.090 Certificate of occupancy—California Building Code.
15.04.100 Driveway encroachments.
15.04.110 Lot surveys.
15.04.130 Woodstoves and similar appliances—California Mechanical Code.
15.04.140 Woodstove inserts—California Mechanical
Code.
15.04.150 Work requiring licensed contractor—Business and Professions Code.
15.04.160 Violations.

15.04.010 Purpose of chapter—Building Code.
This chapter is enacted for the purpose of adopting
rules and regulations pursuant to the state housing
law and the Health and Safety Code, for the protection
of the public health, safety and general welfare of the
occupants and the public; governing the creation,
construction, enlargement, conversion, alteration,
repair, moving, removal, demolition, occupancy,
use, height, fire protection, sanitation, ventilation,
and maintenance of any building used for human
habitation.
15.04.020 Definitions—Building Code.
Whenever any of the following names or terms are
used in this chapter or in any of the codes adopted
by reference, unless the context directs otherwise,
such names or terms so used shall have the meaning
ascribed thereto by this section. For definitions not
contained within this text, reference shall be made to
“Webster’s Third New International Dictionary of the
English Language, Unabridged,” as providing ordinarily accepted meanings.
“Board of appeals,” “housing advisory and appeals
board” and any other reference to an appellate body
in any of the California Building Codes adopted by
reference by this chapter means the board of appeals/
building advisory committee as established by the
Town Council.
“Building department,” “electrical department,”
“plumbing department,” “office of administrative authority,” or “housing department” means the Building
Division of the Community and Economic Development Department of the Town.
“Building official,” “plumbing official,” “chief electrical inspector,” “administrative authority” and similar
references to a chief administrative position means
the Building Official of the Town.
1.Where such terms are used in connection with those
duties imposed by a statute or ordinance upon the
state/county health officer, the terms shall refer to the
County Health Officer.
2.Where enforcement of the provisions of this chapter
has been delegated to a special district, the terms
shall include the person or persons designated by the
governing board of such special district to carry out
the required inspections and enforcement.
“City” or “town” means the Town of Mammoth Lakes
when referring to a political entity.
“City clerk” or “town clerk” means the Town Clerk and
ex officio clerk of the Town Council.
“City council” or “mayor” or “town council” means
the Mammoth Lakes Town Council.
“Fire chief” means the chief of the fire protection
district wherein a particular building is or is to be
located.
“Licensed contractor” means an individual licensed
by the state to conduct activities within the construction industry.
“Loft” means an intermediate floor within a residential occupancy. See Section 15.24.110 of this title.
“Lot” means:
1.A parcel of real property with a separate and distinct
number or other designation legally created under the
provisions of the state Subdivision Map Act (Sections
66410 through 66499.58 of the Government Code) or
created pursuant to local ordinance not in conflict
with the map act.
2.A lot shall also have the following characteristics:
a.It shall abut at least one public street or right-ofway or easement determined by the Planning and
Economic Development Commission to be adequate
for the purpose of access.
b.The map or deed referred to in subsection (1) of this
definition shall have been recorded in the office of the
county recorder of Mono County.
“Square footage” or “gross square footage” for the
calculation of building permit fees shall be as determined by multiplying exterior dimensions.
15.04.030 Codes adopted.
Subject to the modifications and amendments contained in this title, the following primary and secondary codes are adopted and incorporated into this code

by reference and as having the legal effect as if their
respective contents were set forth in this chapter.
A. The 2016 Edition of the California Building Code,
together with Chapter 1 and the adopted appendices thereto, as developed by the International Code
Council, is adopted by reference as the building code
of the town.
B. The 2016 Edition of the California Plumbing Code,
together with Chapter 1 and the adopted appendices
thereto, as developed by the International Association
of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials, is adopted by
reference as the plumbing code of the town.
C. The 2016 Edition of the California Electrical
Code, together with Article 89 and all other adopted
chapters and articles thereto, as promulgated by the
National Fire Protection Association, is adopted by
reference as the electrical code of the town.
D. The 2016 Edition of the California Mechanical
Code, together with Chapter 1 and all other adopted
chapters and the appendices thereto, as developed
by the International Association of Plumbing and
Mechanical Officials, is adopted by reference as the
mechanical code of the town.
E. The 2016 Edition of the California Administrative Code, as developed by the International Code
Council, is adopted by reference as the administrative
code of the town.
F. The 2016 Edition of the California Historical Building Code, as adopted by the state of California, is
adopted by reference as the historical building code
of the town.
H. The 2016 Edition of the California Existing Building
Code, as adopted by the state of California, is adopted
by reference as the existing building code of the town.
I. The 2016 Edition of the California Energy Code, as
adopted by the state of California, is adopted by reference as the energy code of the town.
J. The 2015 Edition of the International Property
Maintenance Code, as developed by the International
Code Council, is adopted by reference as the property
maintenance code of the town.
K. The 2016 Edition of the California Residential
Code, together with Chapter 1, as developed by the
International Residential Code Council, is adopted by
reference as the residential code of the town.
L. The 2016 Edition of the California Green Building
Standards Code, as adopted by the state of California,
is adopted by reference as the green building standards code of the town.
M. The 2016 Edition of the California Reference Standards Code, as adopted by the state of California, is
adopted by reference as the reference standards code
of the town.
N. The 2016 Edition of the California Fire Code, as
adopted by the state of California, is adopted by reference as the fire code of the town.
15.04.040 Filing of copies of the California Codes.
The Building Division of the Town shall maintain on
file copies of the codes referred to in Section 15.04.030
and the codes shall be open to public inspection.
15.04.050 Plans and specifications—California Building Code.
With each application for a building permit, and
when required by the Building Official for enforcement of any provisions of this code, three sets of
plans, engineering calculations (if required), specifications, diagrams and other necessary data shall be
submitted. Plans shall properly identify the property
on which the proposed project will be located and the
name, phone number and address of the author(s) of
the plans, specifications and other related documents.
For projects that involve structural design, the Building Division shall require plans and specifications to
be prepared, designed, wet stamped and signed by an
engineer or architect licensed by the state to practice
as such as required by the 2016 California Building
Code, the 2016 California Residential Code and the
California Business and Professions Code. Due to
the Town’s ground snow load (Pg) being 230 to 300
pounds per square foot, conventional light framing
provisions found in the 2016 California Building Code
and the 2016 California Residential Code cannot be
used.
15.04.060 Building permit expiration—California
Building Code.
A. Commencement and Abandonment. Every permit
issued by the Building Official under the provisions of
the building code shall expire and become null and
void if the work authorized by the permit does not
commence within one hundred eighty days from the
issuance of the permit. Any abandonment of a project
for a period of time in excess of one hundred eighty
days shall also cause a building permit to become null
and void. For the purpose of this section, November 1
through April 1, because of climatic constraints associated with the winter months, will not be considered
as part of the one hundred eighty-day time schedule.
B. Active building permits shall remain valid for a
period not to exceed three years from the date of issuance. The building official may extend an unexpired
permit for a period not to exceed one year upon written request by the permittee.
C. To renew action on an expired permit, the permittee shall pay a fee equal to the original building permit fee multiplied by the percentage of construction
remaining as determined by the building official.
15.04.070 Compliance with health and zoning and
other regulations prerequisite to building permits—
California Building Code.
A. No building permit shall be issued for any building
for which an individual sewage disposal system, a
connection to a public sewage collection system, an
individual water supply system and/or a connection
to a public water supply system must be installed,
altered or added to until the building official is satisfied that all appropriate permits have been issued
therefore.
B. No building permit shall be issued if the construction authorized by the permit will violate any existing
ordinance or law.
C. No building or structure regulated by this code
shall be erected, constructed, enlarged, altered,
repaired, moved, improved, removed, converted or
demolished unless a permit has first been obtained
from the building division.
D. Exempted Work. A building permit shall not be re-

quired for that work exempted in the California Building Standards Code (Title 24 of the California Code
of Regulations), except platforms, decks, permanent
roof, and similar structures affected by snow loads
shall require a building permit.
15.04.080 Utility connection—California Plumbing
Code and California Building Code.
A. It is unlawful for any person, including utility
companies, to connect electric power lines or liquefied petroleum gas to any building or structure for
which a permit is required by this chapter until such
structure complies with all applicable ordinances
and codes and has been approved by the building
division. This section shall not prohibit the erection
and use of temporary power poles when approved by
the building official, provided that such temporary
electrical connections and facilities are removed prior
to connection of permanent lines.
B. Electrical service may be connected to a building
or structure prior to final inspection and approval,
provided:
1. The applicant completes a temporary power agreement, on the form supplied by the building division,
and executes a disconnect order which authorizes the
town to disconnect, under the applicant’s liability and
expense, in the event of unauthorized usage and/or
failure to meet a schedule of completion;
2. The building division finds that the early connection is not hazardous, and the completion time
estimate is reasonable;
3. Electrical service is for construction use only and
the building division has granted approval for such
use.
15.04.090 Certificate of occupancy—California Building Code.
No building, structure or leasehold improvement shall
be used or occupied without a final inspection and
approval of the building division. Occupying or using
a structure without this approval shall, in addition to
other civil violations, constitute an infraction.
15.04.100 Driveway encroachments.
All driveway encroachments shall be installed in
accordance with the town’s driveway standards and
approved prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy.
15.04.110 Lot surveys.
All building permits shall require a lot survey or
evidence of the location of all lot lines. The evidence
shall be in writing and shall be by a person authorized
to practice land surveying in the state of California
by the State Board of Registration for Professional
Engineers. The permittee/property owner shall be
responsible for lot line locations.
A. This section shall apply to the following type of
building permits:
1. Initial building construction on vacant lots;
2. Any additions to existing structures that increase
the building footprint or lot coverage of any occupancy as defined by the California Building Code;
3. Detached structures or accessory buildings including those structures exempted from permits in the
California Building Code.
B. In lieu of a survey of corners and lot lines, the
permittee, with prior approval of the building official,
may have the surveyor verify the building location.
15.04.130 Woodstoves and similar appliances—California Mechanical Code.
It is unlawful for anyone to install and use a woodstove, woodstove insert, or similar appliance without
first obtaining a building permit and an inspection or
approval from the Building Official or his/her designee authorizing its use.
15.04.140 Woodstove inserts—California Mechanical
Code.
A. “Woodstove insert” shall mean a factory-built metal
solid fuel burning device designed to be inserted into
a fireplace constructed of masonry, metal, or other
materials.
B. All newly installed and/or reconstructed woodstove
inserts shall meet the following requirements:
1. Dimensions to combustibles: A minimum of fortyeight inches vertically of non-combustible material
shall be installed within the chase area measured
from the top of the existing pre-fabricated metal firebox. A minimum of twenty-four inches horizontally
of non-combustible material shall be installed within
the chase area measured from the edge of the woodstove insert. Some construction exceptions may be
permitted due to unforeseen circumstances. Further,
should the manufacturer’s minimum dimensions be
greater than the above dimensions, the manufacturer’s dimensions shall prevail.
2. Air channels around enclosure panel: Per NFPA
211, passive circulation shall be maintained in the
void space around the woodstove insert and the
pre-fabricated fireboxes. Passive circulation shall be
installed in each corner of the panels installed with
the woodstove insert.
3. Circulation of air in the pre-fabricated fireboxes:
Passive circulation shall be maintained around the
walls of the pre-fabricated firebox.
4. Lintel bar: All lintels and all supporting material for
said lintels shall be of non-combustible material.
5. Flue pipe: Required spacing of not less than two
inches shall be maintained for all installations. No exceptions shall be granted for existing non-conforming
flue pipes, and all flue pipes shall meet the standards
in this ordinance prior to any final approval being
issued.
6. Support of pre-fabricated fireboxes at the base of
unit: Should the woodstove insert assembly weigh
more than 200 pounds then the base of the prefabricated firebox shall be supported by an approved
method and means. Should the complete assembly of
the woodstove insert exceed more than two stories in
height then the base of pre-fabricated firebox shall be
supported regardless of the weight of the woodstove
insert.
7. Pre-fabricated firebox: Any modification to the prefabricated firebox shall be approved by the manufacturer of record. Town inspection and verification shall
be required prior to installing decorative panels.
8. Approved manufacturers: Unless otherwise approved by the board of appeals, building official and
fire marshal, all woodstove inserts shall be manufac-
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Notice of Ordinance cont.
tured by the following manufacturers: Quadra Fire,
Buck Stoves, Regency Fire, Lopi, Jotul, Sierra Stove,
Avalon, Pacific Energy, Napoleon, Enviro, Country
Stoves, Hampton, Drolet, and Flame XTD.

amendments to the 2016 Edition of the California
Building Standards Code as reasonably necessary
because of local climatic, geologic or topographic
conditions.

C. All woodstove inserts currently installed within the
town shall be removed or be reconstructed to meet
the requirements of this section upon the sale of the
real property within which the woodstove insert is
located (provided that for a property for which escrow
is opened in conjunction with the sale, the requirements of this paragraph shall apply only to properties
for which escrow is opened after June 30, 2013) or by
October 31, 2022, if no sale has occurred prior to that
date. If the buyer assumes responsibility, in writing
on a form approved by the Community and Economic
Development Director, for woodstove insert replacement or removal, the deadline for such action shall
be extended to 60 calendar days from the date of
completion of the sale or transfer. This requirement
shall apply to all occupancy types, including single
family homes, multifamily residential structures, and
commercial structures in which woodstove inserts
have been installed.

Amendments to 2016 California Building Standards Code Justifications KEY: Findings to Support
Amendments to California Building Standards Code

D. The Building Official and Fire Marshal may enforce
the provisions of this section. Neither the Building
Official nor Fire Marshal shall finally approve any
building permit for a woodstove insert without determining that the insert complies with the provisions
of this section. This subsection is not intended to and
does not modify or abrogate any town immunities set
forth in the Government Code.
E. Pursuant to Section 1102.6(a) of the California Civil
Code, sellers of residential real property shall disclose
to purchasers of such property the provisions of this
section. This disclosure obligation shall be satisfied
by providing to each purchaser a “Local Option Real
Estate Transfer Disclosure Statement” specified by the
town and by providing a copy of this section.
15.04.150 Work requiring licensed contractor—Business and Professions Code.
A. Any person or firm who alters or installs any mechanical, electrical or plumbing facilities, or installs,
alters, or reconstructs any permanent structural
framework shall be a licensed contractor or work under the direct supervision of a contractor licensed in
the state of California by the Registrar of Contractors.
B. Exceptions:
1. An owner-builder working on or within an individual dwelling unit may act as his own contractor
under the provisions of the California Contractor’s
License Law.
2. All exceptions granted under the California Contractor’s License Law shall apply.
15.04.160 Violations.
Section 114 of the California Building Code is
amended to read as follows:
“Section 114 Violations
114.1 Unlawful acts. It shall be unlawful for any
person, firm or corporation to erect, construct, alter,
extend, repair, move, remove, demolish or occupy any
building, structure or equipment regulated by this
code, or cause same to be done, in conflict with or in
violation of any of the provisions of this code.
114.2 Notice of violation. The building official is
authorized to serve a notice of violation or order on
the person responsible for the erection, construction,
alteration, extension, repair, moving, removal, demolition, or occupancy of a building or structure in violation of the provisions of this code, or in violation of
a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of
this code. Such order shall direct the discontinuance
of the illegal action or condition and the abatement of
the violation.
114.3 Prosecution of violation. If the notice of violation is not complied with promptly, the building official is authorized to request the legal counsel of the
jurisdiction to institute the appropriate proceeding
at law or in equity to restrain, correct or abate such
violation, or to require the removal or termination of
the unlawful occupancy of the building or structure in
violation of the provisions of this code or of the order
or direction made pursuant thereto.
114.4 Violation penalties. Any person who violates a
provision of this code or fails to comply with any of
the requirements thereof or who erects, constructs,
alters or repairs a building or structure in violation
of the approved construction documents or directive
of the building official, or of a permit or certificate
issued under the provisions of this code, shall be
subject to penalties as prescribed in section 1.12.010
of the Mammoth Lakes Municipal Code.”
Exhibit “B”
Findings to Support Amendments to the
2016 Edition of the California Building Standards
Code
This Exhibit B provides the express findings and determinations (where necessary pursuant to California
Health & Safety Code Sections 17958, 17958.7 and/
or 18941.5) justifying the Town of Mammoth Lakes’
Amendment
Section

Amendment

Justification
(see below
key to
justifications)

15.04.020

Definitions

A

15.04.050

Plans and specifications

A

15.04.060

Permit expiration

A/B

15.04.070

Zoning compliance

A/B

15.04.080

Utility connection

A/B/C/D

15.04.090

Certificate of occupancy

A

15.04.100

Driveway encroachment

A

15.04.110

Lot surveys

A

15.04.130

Woodstoves

A/B/C/D

15.04.150

Licensed contractors

A

15.04.160

Violations

A

A – This amendment is necessary for administrative
clarification, and does not modify a building standard
pursuant to California Health & Safety Code Sections
17958, 17958.7 and/or 18941.5. This amendment
establishes administrative standards for the effective
enforcement of the building standards in the Town of
Mammoth Lakes.
B – This amendment is reasonably necessary because
of the following local climatic conditions:
(i) During the winter the Town experiences of periods
of very cold temperatures accompanied by periods of
significant snowfall and high winds; and
(ii) During the summer months relatively hot
temperatures with periods of low humidity and high
winds. The vegetative environment surrounding the
Town varies from meadow/high desert vegetation
communities (grass/brush) to densely populated
stands of timber.
(iii) These conditions require building conditions suitable for these wildland environments.
C – This amendment is reasonably necessary because
of the following local geological conditions:
(i) The Town is within an active seismic/volcanic area;
and
(ii) A significant earthquake could render emergency
responders incapable of providing adequate emergency response.
D – This amendment is reasonably necessary because
of the following local topographical conditions:
(i) The Town is located in a geographically challenging
environment with elevations ranging from approximately 7,500 feet to over 11,000 feet. Slopes vary from
relatively flat to hillsides exceeding 60 degrees; and
these conditions require building conditions addressing these challenges.
TS #2016-0232

Notice of Public Hearing
Notice of Public Hearing Regarding the Mammoth
Community Water District’s 2015 Urban Water Management Plan
On Thursday, January 19, 2017 at 5:30 p.m., the
Mammoth Community Water District (MCWD) will
be holding a public hearing on the 2015 Urban Water
Management Plan (UWMP). The hearing will take
place at MCWD’s conference room located at 1315
Meridian Boulevard in Mammoth Lakes, California.
This plan is an update of the 2010 UWMP.
The purpose of the plan is to ensure that the water
supplier has an appropriate level of water supply
reliability sufficient to meet the needs of its customers
during normal, dry and multiple dry years within a
20-year planning horizon of Town buildout. The plan
describes water supply, water demand, meeting state
mandated reduction targets, and specific measures
being implemented to reduce demand. The Urban
Water Management Plan must be updated and adopted every five years.
The hearing will allow for community input on the
plan, consider economic impacts of the UWMP, and
review the MCWD’s method for the determination of
its urban water use target.
Copies of the Draft 2015 UWMP are available for
public inspection at the MCWD office, on the MCWD
website, www.mcwd.dst.ca.us, and at the Mammoth
Lakes Public Library at 400 Sierra Park Road in Mammoth Lakes.
Written comments on the plan should be received
by January 2, 2017. Comments may be submitted by
email, iyamashita@mcwd.dst.ca.us, faxed to 760-9344080, or sent to Irene Yamashita, P.O. Box 597, Mammoth Lakes, CA, 93546. Written comments should be.
Comments may also be submitted or presented orally
during the public hearing. For additional information,
contact Irene Yamashita at (760) 934-2596 ext. 314.
TS #2016-0229

Notice of Public Hearing
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Mono County
Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hearing
on Dec. 20, 2016, at the Mammoth Lakes Board of
Supervisors Meeting Room, 3rd Floor Sierra Center
Mall, Suite 307, 452 Old Mammoth Road, Mammoth
Lakes, CA 93546 to consider the following:
10:00 a.m.
Consider adopting an ordinance revising Chapter
15.04 of Mono County Code Title 15 to incorporate
by reference the 2016 California Building Standards
Code, which takes effect Jan. 1, 2017.
The building codes are updated and published every
three years by the state’s Building Standards Commission.
INTERESTED PERSONS may appear before the Board
of Supervisors to present testimony or, prior to or at
the hearing, file written correspondence with: Board
Clerk, PO Box 715, Bridgeport, CA 93517.
If you challenge the proposed action(s) in court, you
may be limited to raising only those issues you or
someone else raised at the public hearing described
in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered
to Board Clerk at, or prior to, the public hearing.
TS #2016-0230
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Notice of Ordinance

Notice of Ordinance

Notice is hereby given that on December 7, 2016 the
Town Council introduced an Ordinance entitled:

Old Mammoth Road, Mammoth Lakes, and/or a copy
may be obtained from the office of the Town Clerk at a
nominal charge.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE
TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, AMENDING TITLE 17 OF THE TOWN OF
MAMMOTH LAKES MUNICIPAL CODE RELATED TO
ZONING.
A copy of the complete text of the Ordinance is posted
and may be read at the Town Offices, Minaret Mall,

Dated: December 12, 2016
JAMIE GRAY, Town Clerk
Town of Mammoth Lakes
TS #2016-0231

KOEHLER
continued from page 17
said with a laugh, “I’m sure there are
people who would look at me and
say this is hocus pocus and to take
a hike.” Koehler said she’s not out to
change people’s minds or convert
them.
A typical exam in Koehler’s office
opens with a conversation about
Doshas, or energetic forces that
translate into traits or characteristics
in an individual. These Doshas are
associated with physical symptoms,
such as a rapid heartbeat, a high
temperature, or a tendency to be
lethargic. Imbalance of the Doshas
creates disease and discomfort.
Everybody has a different homeostasis, Koehler says, so a large part
of the initial consultation is about
figuring out what that is for an individual patient’s body.
Ayurveda uses techniques often
employed in western medicine,
such as pulse evaluation, abdominal
exams, and temperature readings
to assess each individual patient’s
“default” and thus create a practice

using diet, exercise and herbs to
restore that balance.
According to Koehler, Ayurveda
can be helpful for chronic ailments
that western medicine doesn’t treat
very effectively, such as fibromyalgia, irritable bowel syndrome, and
menstrual cramps.
The catch is that effective treatment can take up to six weeks, so
it’s not great for medical emergencies, and Koehler is quick to use her
background as a nurse to encourage
patients to seek western medical
care if they need it.
Ultimately, Koehler said, it’s her
goal to help people be more connected with their bodies which she
says promotes life long physical and
mental health.
“There are those little things that
are left long term that turn into
western disease… we may have
symptoms we’ve been dealing with
for twenty years… we put a cream
on it, but what’s causing that symptom?”

SHIRK
continued from page 4
Mendel said George made every
story interesting, no matter the subject matter.
George was an active guy, always
outside, hiking, biking enjoying a
powder day. His untimely death is a
shock to the community.
“I can’t believe that I was just
shooting the breeze with him at Vons
last week, and now he’s gone,” Hunt
said.
The Sheet’s Jack Lunch is forever
indebted to Jean and George Shirk’s
generosity.
When he approached them to
ask advice about starting his own
publication in Mammoth, it was the
Shirks who met with Lunch, listened,
and suggested there might be a local
niche in doing a single, daily sheet.
While traveling in Buenos Aires, Jean
and George had come across and
greatly enjoyed a one-sheet English
language newspaper in the neighborhood where they stayed.
Essentially, Jean and George lent
a hand and advice to a person they
knew would compete against them,
at least tangentially, and they did so
graciously.
George was preceded in death by
his twin brother Robert in 2009 and
his best friend and companion, Fido
in September. Fido was a rescue
dog and slept under his desk. He
was George’s protector. Richard said
the loss of Fido may have been too
much for George’s heart to handle.

George is survived by his son,
Richard Shirk of Oakland, daughter
Kate Gandee, of Delaware, Ohio,
Jean Shirk, of Oakland, grandchildren Matthew, Jonathan, and Patrick
Gandee and former wife Dr. Becky
Graham.
The Mammoth and Eastside
community is invited to celebrate
George’s Big Life on Saturday February 4 at 5 p.m. in the Grizzly Room
at Canyon Lodge. The event is two
days after Groundhog Day. George’s
father was the grand marshal of
the Groundhog Day parade in their
Iowan hometown, Oelwein.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks
donations be made in George’s
name, or George and Fido’s names,
to the one or more of the following
charities:
Inyo/Mono County Animal Resources and Education), or iCARE,
to PO Box 76, Bishop, CA 93514,
760.873.3802 or go to http://icareforpets.org/MakeaDifference.html
Friends of Oakland Animal Services (note: NOT Oakland Animal
Services) at 510.225.3992, http://
www.oaklandanimalservices.org/
how-to-help/donate/ that links to a
credit card/PayPal link, or snail mail
to PO Box 3132, Oakland, CA 94609.
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GIRLS ON FIRE: MHS BASKETBALL TEAM IS 5-0
By Bodine

M

ammoth High School Girls
Basketball is on track for the
best season in years. The
team is 5-0 so far this year and plans
on going into league play 8-0.
Coach William Bauman described
this year’s team as “The most familyoriented, drama-free and determined
team I’ve ever had. That’s why we’re 4
and 0.” That was before a game against
Coleville. The team is now 5-0.
Freshman and point guard Nicole
Escobar “Has a great motor and is
quick as lightning!” Bauman said. She
has a great intensity that fits his own
aggressive style.
Sophomore and power forward Tina
Orrick has one of the best attitudes
ever. He said he expects nothing less
than an all-league mention for Orrick.
Junior and Center Denise Apodaca is
an extremely valuable team mate. Her
positivity is infectious and she is never
without a smile.
“Eva Bissionette is by far the most
intelligent player I’ve ever coached,”
Bauman said. The only reason she
doesn’t play more is her lack of experience, since she’s a freshman.
Junior Captain Priscilla Yanez has
put more of her time into basketball
than any other player; she has clocked
24 weeks of strength training with Bauman and thrown more than 5,000 shots
on her own. She’s already getting offers
from junior colleges.
“Sydney Willingham reminds me
of Dennis Rodman. She’s a ball hawk,

MHS Girls Basketball team: Front row from left: Nicole Escobar, Eva Biasionette, Denise Apodaca, Myra Garcia and Sydney “Dennis
Rodman” Willingham. Back row: Tina Orrick, Maggie Raya-Cruz, Morgan “Pistol Pete” Sanders, Priscilla Yanez, Cristal “Shawn Kemp”
Lucero and towering in the back is, Ella “The Dream” Thompson.
no matter what, she’s got on the ball,
offense or defense. She’s absolutely
everywhere.” Bauman described the
junior and small forward as a turbo
diesel engine.
Sophomore and point guard Morgan
Sanders is one of the best defensive
players, ever.
Captain and senior Myra Garcia “Is

one of the sweetest human beings
on the planet and a pleasure to be
around.” Like many of the players, she
has a job in addition to being a student.
Cristal Lucero is the most improved
player from last year, Bauman said
proudly. He said all the players are like
his own children.
Center and power forward Ella
Thompson is one of the best players in
the entire southern section. Bauman

predicts Thompson will be the best
female athlete to come out of Mammoth. Those are big shoes to fill.
Freshman Maggie Raya-Cruz is one
of the most athletic players, built of
muscle and determination. She also
comes from a great family and is an
inspiration, Bauman said.
Check out the Mammoth Lakes
School District website, http://mhs.
mammothusd.org, for game dates and
locations.

A slice above.
MAMMOTH LAKES
26 Old Mammoth Rd.
(760) 934-5800

BUY ANY SIZE PIZZA
Get the second one, same
or lessor value for $5*

Dine-In • Take-Out • Delivery • Catering
*Buy any size Pizza, get the second one, same or lessor value for $5. Valid for dine-in, take-out or delivery (where available). Delivery
minimum and fee may apply. Not valid for gift card or alcohol purchases. May not be used in combination with any other offer. Must
present original coupon. No photocopies accepted. Redeemable only at location(s) listed. No Cash value. Expires 01/31/17. ©2017
zpizza, International Inc.
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NOTHING BUT NET FOR MHS BOYS TEAM
By Bodine

M

ammoth High School Boys
Basketball teams have started
strong coming off a the varsity
team win against Coleville on Tuesday, December 13, for a 5-2 record.
A cherry-picked team of varsity and
junior varsity played the First Annual
Winter Classic Tournament December 9 and 10, losing twice but gaining
experience against bigger teams like
Immanuel Christian High School from
Ridgecrest.
Varsity Coach Robbie Presson told
The Sheet that he, Junior Varsity Coach
Andrew Jones and Girls Coach William
Bauman have been trying to get the
tourney going for years and the stars
finally aligned this year to make it happen. Bishop High has its long-running
Christmas Classic Tournament, but
Bishop is in another division of bigger
schools. Presson explained there was a
need for a tourney for smaller schools.
The tournament included sophomore Storm Patrie, “He’s a shooter,”
Presson told The Sheet.
Sophomore Seth Gacho is the highenergy guy, a must for a mountain
team.
Kekoa Kaiwiala is Captain and a
well-rounded player. He’s consistent in
every game.
Carson Thompson, a junior, is also a
Captain and ready to start slam dunking. He loves the three-pointers, Presson said, but he hopes Thompson will
play inside more. “He can catch fire,”
Presson said. “Feel the fire.”

Elan Preis, a sophomore, scored six
rebounds against Immanuel.
Matt Hornbeck is another highenergy player and dedicated. Presson
said during the game with Coleville,
Hornbeck came up to him with blood
in his mouth. Hornbeck had a hole in
his gum and blood was everywhere.
Presson said Hornbeck felt fine so he
cleaned up his face and played the rest
of the game. The next day he needed
four stitches in his mouth.
Junior Jake Castro is a great allaround player, new to the team last
year and an up-and-comer that should
be watched.
Trent Presson is Robbie’s son, on
his way to becoming a great player.
A freshman, he scored eight points
against Lee Vining and seven against
Owens Valley.
Christian Orrick is the senior Captain and regularly fills a stat sheet. He
leads the league in steals averaging five
or six a game, said Presson.
Junior Tanner Van Tassell has been
out for part of the season with injuries,
but Presson called him one of the best
players on the team, he plays hard and
fast.
Presson called Ari Schuldt the “Sharp
Shooter” scoring nine three-pointers
so far this year.
Liam Bassler has no shortage of
skills. He scored 18 points against
Coleville. He can weave in and around
the other players, finding a gap and
shooting it. “He’s a fierce competitor.”

Immanuel Christian Crusaders’ Logan Cook unsuccessfully attempts to block
Mammoth High School’s Kekoa Kaiwiala’s shot.
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A GIRL, A BOY, AND A WALL
T

Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre’s “The Fantasticks” combines symbolism and steampunk sensibilities

By Bodine
he Fantasticks by Tom Jones
and Harvey Schmidt is a brilliant musical; it’s funny, from
slap-stick gags to the philosophical;
it’s fantastical, but not cheesy, and
far from easy to categorize. It’s an
amalgam of theatre and existentialism, deception and denial, growth
and survival.
It’s also a love story, with a nod
to Romeo and Juliet, and the whole
thing is written in verse, an homage
to Shakespeare.
Neighbors that become lovers is a
part of the plan, but is certainly not
what they expected.
The Fantasicks is really two plays
in one. The two acts share the same
characters, but the story takes a
wicked turn in the second half.
The piece is appealing to a wide
audience, from kids to deep thinkers and it’s gained a reputation. The
themes of love and loss and personal
identity are universal, transcending time and culture. With 17,162
off-Broadway performances, it is the
longest-running musical in history.
Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre’s production takes place in the
year 3016, with explorers approaching the stage and performing the
musical, making it a play within a
play.
This introduction was added

Left: Juliana Olinka-Jones (Bellomy) and Charles Scatoloni (Hucklebee). Right: Jeff
Frome (The Mute) and Cassandra Burgenbauch (Luisa).
by Director Shira Dubrovner and
Los Angeles-based playwright Phil
Olson.
But the year the play takes place
doesn’t matter, the trials of the human condition are timeless.
The musical is filled with symbols,
nearly every aspect and detail of
it is a symbol. Of course, symbols
are best interpreted by the you, the
viewer, and not grown from a seed
planted by a small-town critic.
The play can be taken at face value
or peered at deeper, peeling through
the layers of allegory and connota-

tion. “The Wall,” for example, is a
central focus of the perfomance. It
acts as a physical barrier between
the two family homes, keeping some
things in and some out, but it’s also
an incentive, a filter used for hiding
and being found, all at once.
Casandra Burgenbauch plays the
girl, Luisa, and Matthew Chaconcas
plays the boy, Matt. Burgenbauch
is incredible, punching through the
scenes and the gamut of emotions.
Chaconcas’ boyish face keeps him
looking innocent even after being
tortured.

Jeff Frome plays The Mute, a
smiling bystander the play couldn’t
survive without. B. Kenji Kawaguchi
and Troy Whitaker play actors and
comic relief. Whitaker pulls off one
of the most haunting renditions
of “Happy Birthday” ever staged.
Kawaguchi is the elder statesman
and as pompous and funny as expected.
Juliana Olinka-Jones as Bellomy
and Charles Scatolini as Hucklebee
are the fathers of Matt and Luisa,
respectively. The two share a song
and dance routine, common interests, and even these old dogs learn
new tricks.
Maurice Cooper is the central figure as El Gallo, both villain and narrator, which itself is—you guessed
it—also a symbol. Cooper can sing
and act, portraying a character that’s
both alluring and violent, attractive
and appalling. This is the part he
was meant to play.
The production runs December
16-17, 22-23, 29-30 at 7 p.m. and
December 18 at 4 p.m. at the Edison
Theater.
Tickets online are $20 for adults,
$18 for seniors and students and $10
for kids. Tickets are $22 at the door.
For more information or tickets go
to mammothlakesrepertorytheatre.
org or 760.934.6592.

Right Way Pool & Spa Supplies

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP
Dealer for

THE

RHYTHM©

6-PERSON
HOT TUB

Comfortable and Reliable

FREE
DELIVE
RY

SALES • SERVICE • SUPPLIES

137 East Line Street • Bishop • 760-873-7727

THE SHEET I Saturday, December 17, 2016

www.thesheetnews.com

OFF THE SLOPES

I

27

ECM
BRINGS
BACK
THE
WILD
WEST
Eastern California Museum’s 2017 calendar features stunning photos of Eastern Sierra cattle wranglers
By Jon K lusmire, E C M

T

he Owens Valley has been home
to cowboys ever since Samuel
Bishop drove a herd of about 500
cattle through the valley in 1861.
The Eastern California Museum’s
2017 Calendar celebrates those hearty
souls who made a living working with
cows and horses, and helped shaped
the culture and history of the Owens
Valley. The calendar features a broad
array of photos that give a glimpse of
the “cowboy way” from the earliest
days to more recent times.
The cover photo shows a “young
Johnny Lubken” decked out in some
rather fine cowboy attire as he sits
his horse and surveys a docile herd of
cows. Showing a bit more grit and reality are several photos of local cowboys
branding cows, complete with taut
ropes and plenty of dust.
Some names old-timers might
recognize include Fred Burkhardt and
Chappo Bellas, in one photo, and Sam
Lewis and JD Callaway in another.
Then there is the photo of “Skinny
Gates” riding his horse down the steps
of the Inyo County courthouse while
holding a U.S. flag. The Lacey clan is
captured in a group photo from the
1940s in Browns Meadow.
A rare photo shows the famed Monache Meadow rodeo, with dozens of
cowboys ready for action, and a small
photo of not one, but two bucking
broncs trying to toss their riders.
A classic photo shows a group of

Above: Greetings from the Benton Dude Ranch. Right: Cowgirl Helen Brainerd.
cowboys and a corral full of horses on
the Mairs Ranch, outside of Independence, in about 1900. Another rare
photo shows a huge herd of 5,000 cattle and cowboys on the Ricky Ranch,
a sprawling spread in the early 1900s
that eventually became the Eaton
Ranch, south of Big Pine.
Not to be outshined were the area’s
cowgirls. Dressed in stylish western
fashions including custom chaps and
skirts with great hats, the women
cut quite a figure. In a bit of Western
marketing, an attractive cowgirl in a
tailored outfit says, “welcome to the
Benton Dude Ranch.”
Of course, a couple of mule skinners
and their mules are included, as are

Basque sheepherders who escorted
thousands of sheep through the Eastern Sierra into the 1960s.
The 2017 Eastern California Museum
Calendar is available at the Museum,
155 N. Grant St., Independence, for
$10; if ordered over the phone at
760.878.0258 and mailed, the calendar
will cost $14 to cover postage and tax.
The calendar is also available at the
following locations: in Lone Pine at
Boulder Creek RV Resort; the Lone
Pine Museum of Western Film; and the
Lone Pine Chamber of Commerce; in
Bishop at Spellbinder Books; Range
and River Books; the Bishop Chamber
of Commerce; Laws Railroad Museum;
and the Mule Days Office.

The calendar is made possible by the
ongoing support of the Eastern California Museum, by the Inyo County
Board of Supervisors; a generous
donation from the non-profit Friends
of the Eastern California Museum,
and a special donation from the Coso
Operating Company—Terra-Gen
Power, LLC, which operates the Coso
Geothermal Plant, in Inyo County,
and is one of the largest producers of
renewable energy in the West.
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