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Mono County Sheriff Ingrid Braun, center, took awards at the World 
Fire and Police Winter Games for “Fastest Sheriff,” though she 
admitted she was the only Sheriff competing. More photos, p. 16.
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Rec Commission rejects “phased” approach 
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DIGGING OUT, LOAD BY LOAD
By Rea

see TRUCKS, page 21

It’s been any truck-loving 
toddler’s dream—real-
life Tonka Toys rolling up 

and down Main Street, beds 
heaped full of snow, every 
time there’s a break in the 
weather. And, even cooler, 
last weekend the local haul-
ers were joined by a bevy of 
heavy duty army vehicles 
when 17 soldiers and air-
men from the Army and Air 
National Guard deployed 
to Mammoth Lakes to help 
make a dent in the massive 
amount of snow in town. 

After both the Town of 
Mammoth Lakes and Mono 
County declared a state 
of emergency last month, 
“Mono County leaders 
reached out and requested 
the National Guard’s help,” 
said Captain Will Martin, 
Deputy Director of Public 
Affairs for the California 
Military Department, in an 
email to The Sheet. While 
it’s unusual for the Guard to 
help with snow-removal op-
erations, it’s not unheard of, 
though they more frequently 

The Sheet finds out what it takes to truck tons of snow out of Mammoth

After being asked for di-
rection on how to move 
forward with plans for 

Mammoth’s proposed Multi-
Use Facility, Mammoth’s Rec-
reation Commission agreed 
at their meeting on Tuesday, 
March 7 that it wanted to see 
the project done in a man-
ner befitting a world class 
recreation destination, rather 
than as cheaply and quickly as 
possible. 

“I’ve gone through 20 years 
of Mammoth Lakes’ motto 
being ‘it doesn’t have to be 
good, it just has to be good 
enough,’” said Commissioner 
Christine Osborne, saying that 
a “new vision” for Mammoth 
as the best destination in the 
country for outdoor recre-

ation had inspired her as a 
Recreation Commissioner. She 
said that vision is “starting to 
permeate the entire commu-
nity… so if our priorities have 
changed, I need that informa-
tion.”

Osborne’s comments were 
in response to several options 
presented at the Recreation 
Commission meeting and also 
at a Community Workshop on 
Monday, March 6, by Public 
Works Director Grady Dut-
ton and Parks and Recreation 
Director Stuart Brown. 

This week, Brown and Dut-
ton presented a “value-engi-
neered” option for the Multi-
Use Facility that shaved about 
$900,000 off of the $10,580,000 

see LITE, page 10

Teresa Franklin with Audrey Gray (Junior 1st Place Largest Stringer) 
and Morgan Causey, (Junior 2nd Place Largest Stringer) both girls 
13 years old, and all three ladies from Aqua Dulce, each hold string-
ers of fish caught Saturday in Cottonwood Creek using salmon eggs. 
See more photos, p. 15
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A soldier with the California National Guard provides guidance during a snow-removal mission. 
PHOTO: SGT. CASH, NATIONAL GUARD

assist with search-and-
rescue and fire emergencies, 
said Martin. 

“The crews arrived at 
Mammoth Lakes on March 
1 and went to work the next 
morning around 7 a.m.,” 
said Martin. They convoyed 
a total of 10 heavy trucks to 
Mammoth Lakes, includ-
ing several Army M1157 
10-ton dump trucks, and 
one HEMMT wrecker (the 
Mad Max-style eight-wheel, 
diesel-powered 10-ton 
tactical truck that was the 
most striking of the vehicles 
deployed). 

“The Cal Guard also de-
ployed several of its Air Force 
dump trucks and tractor-
trailers to support the effort,” 
wrote Martin. They wrapped 
up their mission and headed 
back to their bases on Sun-
day, March 5. 

“We had four 7.5-ton 
dump trucks, and also had 
four semi-tractors and semi-
trailers that pulled our dump 
trucks” to the Eastside from 
three different Air National 

Guard bases in California, 
said Staff Sgt. Chris Valenza-
no in an interview with The 
Sheet on Wednesday, March 
8. Valenzano said that local-
ly-operated loaders were also 
enlisted to help move snow 
from the towering banks into 
the waiting trucks. 

The National Guard crew 
were welcomed with cheers, 
honks, and requests for 
photo opportunities by 
Mammoth residents, grateful 
for their efforts. 

Valentano said that his 
crew were overwhelmed 
by the reaction from local 
residents. “They absolutely 
loved it, this is what we train 
for. Of course we never hope 
for [emergencies] to happen, 
but it’s awesome to be able 
to put our skills to work…
this is the stuff that’s the 
most rewarding to us,  to be 
able to be there to help our 
neighbors in a time of need.” 

The National Guard crews 
were performing a blitzkrieg 
version of what local 
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A couple of scores are in from the Fair Political Practices Commission 
(FPPC) Mammoth Lakes league. 

Oh wait, it appears there’s only one final. The other game hasn’t even 
been scheduled. 

In the game just completed, Mayor Shields Richardson and former 
Mayor Michael Raimondo defeated former Mayor Kathy Cage. 

Cage had filed two complaints with the FPPC over Richardson and 
Raimondo participating in a vote over new construction of Village park-
ing (Council voted unanimously to build the small surface parking lot 
next to the Westin) as well as other North Village improvements. 

Cage suggested the pair, as Village leaseholders, had a financial con-
flict of interest in spending taxpayer dollars on parking which would 
theoretically support their businesses. 

Cage also alleged that Richardson and Raimondo filed paperwork 
which did not properly report economic interests. 

The FPPC ruled there was no conflict of interest violation, but did 
agree there had been a “non-reporting of economic interest violation.” 

Translation: According to Raimondo, he’s been fined $300 by the 
FPPC for not reporting his wife’s income for the years 2014-2016. “But 
she didn’t have any,” laughed Raimondo. “The fine was more than her 
income.” 

He added, “Don’t forget to mention the successful high usage of the 
new lot.” 

As for the game that hasn’t been played, that matchup was supposed 
to feature Dan Holler battling himself. 

If you’ll recall, last October, the Mammoth Lakes Town Manager tried 
to get Council to hire an events coordinator. But it turns out the candi-
date was a close personal friend of Holler’s who just happened to rent 
property from Holler in Grass Valley. 

As reported in The Sheet on October 29, 2016, Council ordered Holler 
to self-report the incident to the FPPC. 

Jay Wierenga, Communications Director for the FPPC, told The Sheet 
this week, “We (FPPC Enforcement Division) don’t have a record of any 
communications or complaints regarding Mr. Dan Holler.” 

MARCH MADNESS 

see EDITORIAL, page 17

This came as news to Mr. Holler on Thursday. He said that Town 
Attorney Andy Morris had drafted a letter to the FPPC on his behalf. I 
called Morris, who then forwarded me the letter he had emailed. 

Looks like the FPPC was wrong on this one, but then, this wouldn’t be 
the first time a Communications Director was given bad information, 
right, Mr. Spicer? 

FAR Out 

The idea of using Floor Area Ratio (FAR) as a zoning parameter is 
something we first reported on in 2013. The move towards FAR may be 
gaining acceleration (or may be coming to a head) next week as Mam-
moth’s Planning and Economic Development Commission meets Tues-
day and then has a joint session with Council on Wednesday. 

FAR = the ratio of a building’s total floor area to the lot upon which it’s 
built. 

As an example, take … the Century 21 Building on Old Mammoth 
Rd. It’s got about a 5,000 square foot building situated on a half-acre 
lot (approx. 21,500-square feet). Divide the building size by the lot and 
you’ve got a FAR of a little under 0.25. 

Historically, the discussions have centered around a maximum FAR— 
in other words, how much can we legally cram onto a lot? 

In 2013, the initial number thrown out there was 2.5. By 2014, that 
number had decreased to about 2.0 (which MMSA’s Tom Hodges has 
said in public meetings is the FAR of the Village at Mammoth). 

The idea behind using FAR as a zoning tool is that instead of getting 
drawn into conversations about how many units per acre is appropri-
ate, what actually constitutes a unit, and what mix of uses is appropri-
ate, etc., you simply say: here’s how much floor space you have to work 
with. You figure it out. 

The goal had been to incentivize building taller and denser, with 
housing above retail, making  an area like downtown more walkable 
and less dependent on the automobile.

The drawback is you’re putting more development on the same piece 
of land, so … what about parking? It would still be an issue. A car can 
be disincentivized but not eliminated. If the parking is off-site, where is 
it located, who provides it, and who pays for it? 

Lately, however, the conversation has shifted. 
Instead of worrying about the establishment of a maximum FAR, 

planners have now turned to the idea of establishing a minimum FAR. 
The number being bandied about right now for “downtown” is 0.7. 

This concerns realtors such as former Mayor Matthew Lehman. 
Say you’ve got a retailer who wishes to put a one-story, 18,000 square 

foot building on a 1.3 acre lot. The FAR on such a project would be 
about 0.3. 

“To make it work,” says Lehman, that retailer would most likely have 
to build another story and then figure out who would occupy that sec-
ond story. “You would necessarily force that retailer to be in the devel-
opment business.” 

It appears a key consequence of a minimum FAR is that you would 
be pricing out the smaller players, because only those with significant 

WE’RE HIRING!
Join the one of the most  
dynamic & growing companies  
in the Eastern Sierra.

MBC is looking for talented delivery 
drivers and production packagers. 
Must be 25yo+, and have a 
good driving record, strong 
work ethic in sometimes 
challenging conditions and 
able to lift heavy loads. Class 
B driver’s license required 
for drivers (and rewarded 
with pay increase) within 2 
months of employment.

Pay starts at $15/hr with 
the ability to advance 
within the company. 
MBC offers excellent 
benefits including health 
& dental plan, paid-time 
off, tickets to events 
like Bluesapalooza and 
employee “Beer Bux”, used to 
purchase beer & merchandise in 
our tasting room.

APPLY ONLINE: 
MammothBrewingCo.com
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Close call 

Dear Editor:

Shortly after the Academy Awards 
ended on February 26, my lov-
ing wife took me to the emergency 
room. Within about a minute I was 
getting an EKG and we were told that 
I was having a heart attack and that 
it was “bad.” That’s when Dr. Swisher 
showed his calming professionalism 
(while the rest of the ER staff got my 
labs, etc. and began the process of 
coordinating a life flight to Renown, 
Reno. I was transported to Bishop 
in order to fly out on that stormy 
night). 

Dr. Swisher began asking us a 
series of questions often pausing 
briefly to confirm the answers. After 
the questions had been completed 
he said that I was eligible for the 
“clot busting medicine” called TNK. 
This sounded good as the pain was 
excruciating and anything that could 
help was welcome. He then warned 
that TNK has the ability to have a 
person “bleed out” if administered 
under the wrong circumstances. 

We decided to take our chances 
and it worked like a charm. Within 
what seemed like just a few minutes 
my pain was reduced from a 10 to a 
2. My ER nurse Carrie was awesome. 
She tended to my every need and 
was in charge of my case and ac-
companied me as I was transported 

to Bishop. Everyone that I came in 
contact (Mono County Paramedics!) 
with were caring, professional and 
calm. 

Due to the quick response from 
Dr. Swisher, Nurse Carrie et. al. I 
have no significant heart damage 
and will make a full recovery. We 
are very fortunate to have a facility 
like Mammoth Hospital to provide 
our medical services. Thank you Dr. 
Swisher, Nurse Carrie and rest of 
the staff at Mammoth Hospital. You 
likely saved my life and have allowed  
me to resume a normal life.

Eric W. Olson
Crowley Lake

P.S. I was fortunate that our hos-
pital stocks the heart attack clot 
buster. I have been told, but have not 
confirmed, that our hospital does not 
stock the clot buster used on stroke 
victims (it’s possible that we do not 
have a doctor that can administer 
the drug). I would like someone 
suffering a stroke to have the oppor-
tunity to have a second chance at a 
full recovery that allows them to live 
a full and normal life. If it’s true, let’s 
fix it. 

P.P.S.  Thank you to this awesome 
community for their thoughtfulness, 
from meals to warm wishes.

LETTERS                            
Betty Cameron was involved in 

a two-vehicle collision on Monday, 
February 27 at the intersection of 
Highway 395 and Keoughs Hot 
Springs Road. 

Betty Cameron, age 76, suc-
cumbed Thursday March 2, 2017 
from injuries caused by the car 
accident noted above. She was 
surrounded by her loving family at 
Reno’s Renown Hospital when she 
took her final breath. 

Betty loved living in the beauti-
ful Eastern Sierra, and was an avid 
watercolor painter. She also loved 
the local theater productions and 
traveling.  She recently visited her 
son in Thailand and had just come 
back from an African Safari with her 
daughter prior to her death.

Betty grew up in Estes Park, 
Colorado and met her husband Val 
Cameron when she was in the sec-
ond grade. The couple were married 
for 50 years before Val succumbed to 
cancer in 2008. 

Betty retired after 38 years of 
teaching and being a school admin-
istrator in Los Angeles, and moved to 
Bishop in 2000 to share in the lives 
of daughter Xandra and her husband 
Patrick Maddock, along with young 
grandsons Terren and Rusty.

Betty was an active member of 
Eastern Star, Athena, The Bishop 
Mural Society, The Imagination Lab, 
and the Bishop Senior Center (where 
she wrapped Christmas gifts for 
many years). She also volunteered 
at the Eastern Sierra Wildlife Care 
center, helping injured animals and 
transporting birds to new homes. 
Betty loved the birds and talked end-

lessly about her days volunteering 
there.

Betty is survived by her older sib-
lings Bill Bennett and Jean Swearin-
gen, children Xandra Maddock (and 
husband Patrick) and Chad Cam-
eron, grandsons Terren and Rusty, 
“adopted” granddaughter Sylvia 
Ramirez, and dog Rowdy.

There will be a “Tea Party” gather-
ing in her honor at her house (2759 
Audrey Ln. in Bishop) on Sunday 
March 12, from 12-4 p.m. Colorful 
attire and attitude will be most wel-
come in order to honor Betty.

 Her family requests in lieu of flow-
ers, donations be made in her name 
to the Eastern Sierra Wildlife Center.

BETTY CAMERON, 1941-2017
OBITUARY

Betty Cameron’s art studio, where she loved to paint watercolors of the flora and fauna 
in the Eastern Sierra. 

Betty Cameron. 
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see LETTERS, page 6

LOCAL NEWS 
MONO SUPES VOTE TO END DOMESTIC GRAZING AT CONWAY, MATTLY

After more than four hours of 
deliberation, the Mono County 
Board of Supervisors voted 4-1 

to direct County staff not to issue a re-
quest for proposals for cattle or sheep 
grazing leases on Conway and Mattly 
Ranches. The current lease, held by 
F.I.M Corporation, is set to expire in 
November 2017. The Supervisors also 
directed staff to gather information 
about the potential sale of Conway and 
Mattly Ranches.

The Board of Supervisors received 
comment from over 100 individuals 
regarding the decision, and Supervisor 
Chambers in Bridgeport were packed 
for the hearing. The Mono Lake Com-
mittee, Friends of The Inyo, and Mono 
County 350 all encouraged members 
to write letters and give public com-
ment against domestic sheep grazing 
at Conway and Mattly Ranches. 

Erin Norden of the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service gave a 
presentation on the history of Sierra 
Nevada Bighorn Sheep (SNBS) popu-
lations in the region and the efforts 
taken to protect them. The species is 
listed as endangered under the Federal 
Endangered Species Act (1979). 

Dr. Tom Stephenson of California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife’s 
Sierra Nevada Bighorn Sheep Recovery 
program also presented maps of the 
Mt. Warren Herd’s documented range, 
consisting of data points where radio 
collar signals were recorded. One ram 
traveled very close to Conway and 
Mattly Ranches. According to Ste-
phenson and Norden, there is exten-
sive evidence that SNBC can contract 
pneumonia from coming into contact 
with domestic sheep, and one infected 
animal could spread the disease to an 
entire herd. “There are so few of these 
animals. We cannot afford to wipe 
out a herd and reintroduce it,” said 
Stevenson. 

There was much debate over wheth-
er or not Sierra Nevada Bighorn Sheep 
can contract pneumonia from domes-
tic sheep and whether or not the Mt. 
Warren herd of SNBC is viable. Conway 
Ranch does not fall within the historic 
range of SNBC, but it does fall just 
across Highway 395 from the species’ 
historic range, which includes Mattly 
Ranch. 

Between 600 and 800 domestic 
sheep are grazed on Mattly Ranch for 
two weeks out of the year. They are 
grazed on Conway Ranch for three 
months out of the year. Currently, 
F.I.M. Corporation irrigates Conway 
Ranch, a practice that the county is not 
prepared to continue once the lease 
expires. 

As discussed in the December 17 
Sheet article, “Sheepish on Conway,” 
The Board of Supervisors received a 
letter from the Center for Biological Di-
versity on November 22 that expressly 
condemned sheep and cattle grazing 
at Conway Ranch. At Tuesday’s meet-
ing, Mono City resident Gary Nelson 
asked the board, “Is it worth it to risk a 
legal battle against arguably the most 
experienced environmental attorneys 

in the country? I just hope we can 
come up with a better use of county 
funds than going to court again.” 

Marianne Fulstone of F.I.M Corpora-
tion, whose family has controlled the 
sheep grazing allotment at Conway for 
28 years, said she has never observed 
contact between SNBS and domestic 
sheep at Conway or Mattly Ranches 
and described improvements her 
family has carried out on the property 
since being tenants. “We have been 
good stewards of your resource,” said 
Fulstone. 

At the December 13 Board Meeting, 
Mono County Environmental Services 
Manager Tony Dublino advised the 
board that a new lease would require 
analysis under the California Environ-
mental Quality Act (CEQA). County 
Administrative Officer Leslie Chapman 
told the board at Tuesday’s meeting 
that if County Staff opted to issue a re-
quest for proposals for a new lease, the 
applicant selected would be required 
to sign an environmental processing 
agreement and sign an indemnifica-
tion clause. Collectively, those docu-
ments render the applicant responsi-
ble for funding the CEQA process and 
liable for any litigation that may ensue 
as a result of that process and the pro-
posed activity. According to Supervisor 
Johnson, a CEQA analysis could cost 
as much as $100,000. Additionally, a 
CEQA analysis would be subject to 
review under both the Federal Endan-
gered Species Act and the California 
Endangered Species Act. CDFW would 
be the agency responsible for doing 
that evaluation, and could still halt 
a grazing operation approved by the 
Supervisors at a later time. 

Supervisor Fred Stump said, “We 
have been clearly communicated with 
by the Center for Biological Diversity 
that not only will they sue us if we vote 
to continue to allow domestic sheep 
grazing ... The county can’t afford this.” 

When the Conservation Easement 
was established on Conway Ranch 
in 2014, Mono County paid the East-
ern Sierra Land Trust and Caltrans a 
one-time fee of $100,000. In 2015, the 
county was sued over a botched stock-
ing plan. According to Stump, that 
lawsuit cost the county nearly $800,000 
and raised annual liability insurance 
payments to $70,000 per year. He 
advocated for selling the property and 
reallocating those funds to maintain-
ing county roads, parks, cemeteries, 
and other facilities. Nearly $1 million 
has been spent to keep it going. “You’d 
have to graze sheep for a long time to 
make that up,” said Stump, adding that 
his first responsibility as a supervisor is 
a fiscal one to his constituents.

Supervisor John Peters objected and 
ultimately voted against the motion 
that was passed because he was not 
prepared to encourage county staff 
to pursue the sale of Conway Ranch. 
Johnson said, “This is a headache we 
have had long enough... I don’t want to 
commit county resources to defending 
the county against a lawsuit for a year.” 

Stump thanked representatives of 

By Giles
F.I.M Corporation for being good stew-
ards of the Conway Ranch property. 
“Of all the letters I received, I counted 
only four that expressed sympathy or 
empathy for the fact that these individ-
uals here could be losing a bit of their 
livelihood ... You could be the biggest 
bighorn sheep supporter in the world, 

and it doesn’t hurt you to say that these 
good people should be compensated, 
but none of the organizations have 
proposed that or suggested they might 
help these people find other grazing 
allotments. I find that rather disap-
pointing in today’s raucous political 
world.” 
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Elon Musk, eccentric billionaire, 
outer space geek, founder of 
PayPal and CEO of Tesla Mo-

tors, doesn’t know me personally 
which is probably why his friendly 
employees let me test drive an 
all-electric $70,000 P100D Model S 
sports car. The P100D can go about 
300 miles on a full charge, which 
costs the driver about $11. 

Model S is the cheap Tesla. The 
SUV-type, Model X, runs about 
$85,000. Little does Musk know I’ve 
eaten through three cars in the last 
year (deer like me) and am hungry 
for a fourth.

Tesla Motors representatives 
parked their mobile gallery, an 
Airstream trailer, at the Sierra Center 
Mall all this past week to let locals 
test drive their luxury automobiles.

The sleek, pearl white machine 
looked like it would flounder on 
icy roads; low to the ground, light 
weight, tender. It looked more suited 
for cruising up the coast on Highway 
1 than braving Mammoth’s winter 
driving conditions.

A Tesla representative, let’s call her 
Al, showed me the Model S’s bells 
and whistles before letting me take 
the wheel. It comes with the stan-
dard amenities you’d expect from a 
luxury automobile like heated seats, 
a back-up camera, smartphone 
interface, and touch screen display. 
The display screen in the Model S 
was 17 inches across, bigger than 
the one on my personal computer. 
It comes pre-loaded with Google 
Maps.

The suspension and steering can 
be adjusted to suit conditions or 
driver preference. The front end can 
be lowered or raised at the touch of a 
button. No lowrider, but still cool.

The Model S has two motors, one 
for each axel to ensure amazing trac-
tion, but more about that later. The 

On March 2, Mono County’s 
moratorium on transient rent-
als expired. The moratorium, 

which was enacted in March 2016, was 
the result of ongoing public contention 
over applications from homeowners 
for permits to rent their properties on 
a nightly basis. 

In 2012, Mono County created a 
Transient Rental Overlay District 
(TROD), for which owners of proper-
ties in areas zoned for single family 
residential and multifamily residential 
uses can apply. Owner-occupied tran-
sient rental units (referred to as Type I 
in the General Plan) simply require a 
permit from Mono County. Non-owner 
occupied units require demonstrable 
non-opposition from all neighbors 
within 500 feet of the property to se-
cure a permit, in addition to a General 
Plan Amendment to be legal. A Gener-
al Plan amendment requires a majority 
vote by the Planning Commission and 
Board of Supervisors.  

This week, the Mono County Board 
of Supervisors voted 5-0 to pass Part 
A of a General Code Amendment that 
loosens restrictions on accessory 
dwelling units countywide. Previously, 
anyone wishing to build an accessory 
dwelling unit or “granny apartment” 
was required to provide off-street 
parking for the unit, as well as sprin-
klers. Those changes brought Mono 
County’s General Plan into compliance 
with State Law AB 2299, which became 
effective on January 1 and limited the 
powers of counties and towns to im-
pose restrictions on the construction 
of accessory dwelling units. 

Part B of that amendment proposed 
directing staff to create a permitting 
process by which any property in a 
single family residential zone outside 
of June Lake and Mammoth Lakes but 
within the boundary of Mono County, 
would be eligible for use as a transient 
rental. 

Supervisor Larry Johnston asked to 
postpone the item out of concern that 
the public had not been sufficiently 
notified about the item. “It was buried 
in a public notice in the newspaper, 
after a whole bunch of very ordinary 
sounding items,” said Johnson at the 
March 7 Board of Supervisors Meet-
ing. “If I were reading the notice, I’d 
stop after the first few lines… there 
should have been individual flyers sent 
to every property owner who will be 
affected.” Legally, Mono County is not 
required to send out individual notices 
about public meetings. Nick Criss, 
Mono County’s only Code Enforce-
ment Officer, told the Sheet that this 
would have been very expensive and 
that the BOS would have to allocate 
the funds for such an endeavor. 

Johnston further objected to the pro-
posed amendment on the basis that it 
was reactive as opposed to being pro-
active. “Before the moratorium, some-
one would come into a neighborhood 
and want to do this. If you didn’t want 
it, you’d have to attend a public hear-
ing. And then next month, someone 
else would come in and propose the 
same thing.” Johnston proposed map-
ping and polling individual neighbor-
hoods to create zones where transient 

TROD LIGHTLY
By Giles
County has cautious approach to nightly rentals

rentals would be allowed and zones 
where they would not. “There are 
places in The County where we should 
have transient and nightly rentals, and 
it should be easy to apply for a permit 
to do so. It shouldn’t require a zoning 
code amendment for each case,” said 
Johnston in an interview. 

According to the Eastern Sierra 
Housing Needs Assessment, the most 
recent data regarding homes and 
zoning available for Mono County, 
there were 2,476 single family resi-
dential units in Mono County in 2005. 
Those units accounted for 65 percent 
of the housing stock. That same year, 
2,323 units or 61 percent of the hous-
ing stock were primary residences, 
and 1,474 units, or 39 percent of the 
housing stock, were listed as “vacant,” 
mostly due to their status as second 
homes. 

As of the moratorium’s expiration on 
March 2, 65 percent of Mono County’s 
housing stock is currently eligible for 
a transient rental overlay. Tuesday’s 
meeting made it easier to build acces-
sory dwelling units, and until further 
action is taken on the matter, those 
units could become nightly rentals. 

According to AB 2299, the purpose of 
the law was to create more affordable 
housing in California, knowing that 
most of the State is zoned for single 
family residential use. If Part B of the 
General Plan Amendment proposed 
this week is passed, existing property 
owners could be forced to continu-
ally defend their neighborhoods from 
nightly rentals. There would be no 
zoning overlay to permanently protect 
their properties. 

In an interview this week, Criss said 
that Mono County processed 10 permit 
applications for TROD between 2012 
and 2015. “For the six that were per-
mitted as legal rentals with local man-
agement, our office has not received 
any complaints.” The fee structure 
empowers staff to fine offenders $1,000 
for a first offense and $2,000 for every 
offense thereafter. According to Criss, 
his department collected $15,000 in 
fines between 2014 and 2015. He said 
that the County is aware that there are 
illegal nightly rentals operating within 
its jurisdiction currently, and that they 
do their best to enforce the General 
Plan.

“This ordinance would even al-
low transient rentals in mobile home 
parks. Those are places that have by 
nature been affordable housing… this 
is certainly not the intended purpose 
of the State legislation,” said John-
son. “This is a big deal, and this is the 
wrong way to approach it.” 

Although the agenda has not for-
mally been set, Shannon Kendall of 
the Mono County Clerk-Recorder’s 
Office said the proposed General Plan 
Amendment regarding transient rent-
als is tentatively rescheduled for the 
Tuesday, March 14 Mono County BOS 
Meeting.

BODINE’S WILD RIDE
The Sheet test drives an intergallactic space boat of light and wonder
By Bodine

dual motors get the car from zero to 
60 mph is less than 3 seconds. This is 
no Prius. When I stepped on the gas, 
the pick up was instantaneous.

The cars are built and designed to 
be driverless with eight cameras, 12 
sensors, radar, autopilot mode, au-
tosteer and Smart Summon. Just like 
calling for Trigger, Smart Summon 
alows the driverless Tesla to depart 
from the parking garage or spot next 
to the curb and arrive at your door-
step or feet.

I closed the door on the Model S 
with Al sitting shotgun, and away 
we went. I drove as cautiously as 
you would expect a pauper in a car 
worth about twice his annual salary 
to drive, and headed south on Me-
ridian Boulevard. 

I was itching to see how the Model 
S would handle on the ice and hit a 
couple spots on purpose, but wasn’t 
sure how much I should or could 
push it. I took the Old Highway and 
showed Anderson the geothermal 
plant. 

Turning onto Highway 395, I 
punched it and in less than 3 sec-
onds was traveling well over 60 mph. 
There was no shimmy or shake. I 
tried going faster but the off-ramp 
was coming up quick.

The intersection of 203 and 395 is 
nice and icy and there was no one 
around. I put on the left blinker, 
looked at Al and punched it on the 
ice. The rear end shifted slightly to 
the right, but it never slipped. 

Al and I talked about the car’s han-
dling on the way back to the mall. It 
survived High Sierra winter driving 
conditions and the likes of Mike 
Bodine. I give it a thumbs up.

Tesla will be offering test drives at 
the Sierra Center Mall, from 10 a.m.-
6 p.m. until Sunday, March 12. 

Kelii Pawlowicz gets a taste of the drivers’ seat in a new Tesla Model S. 
PHOTO:GILES



CHLAMYDIA IS NOT A FLOWER 
By Bodine
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Death Valley’s extreme weather, 
geology and alien look-
ing plants, like the Devil’s 

Cornfield, have caused it to be 
called ‘other-worldly.’ Apparently, 
astrophysicists and scientists agree 
because that’s where they bring their 
space equipment for test drives. 

This weekend, the public will have 
a rare opportunity to talk to these 
scientists, and to check out their 
space toys and experiments. Death 
Valley National Park, NASA’s Ames 
Research Center, the Jet Propulsion 
Lab, the Planetary Science Institute, 
and the Search for Extra Terrestrial 
Intelligence (SETI) are hosting the 
4th Annual MarsFest, from Friday, 
March 10 through Sunday March 12. 
The event celebrates the connection 
between extreme environments on 
space and on Earth.

Death Valley has many of the 
same characteristics found on other 
planets, including life and micro-
organisms that could be similar to 
life found on other worlds. Back in 
2012, before it ever landed on Mars, 
The Mars Rover cruised the rugged 
terrain of a Death Valley formation 
now called “Mars Hill.” The same 
year, the rover was also test driven in 
another local extreme environment, 
Mono Lake, where scientists tested 
its ability to detect microscopic life 
in the tufa towers.  Scientists have 

been using Death Valley as a labora-
tory and area of study for years.

Last year’s event drew more than 
200 visitors to Death Valley National 
Park. This year, MarsFest goers will 
have the option of participating in 
field trips, an exposition where they 
can talk to scientists about their dis-
played gadgets, children’s program-
ming, and lectures. 

The SETI institute will be heavily 
featured at this year’s event. Contrary 
to popular belief, the agency does 
more than look for extraterrestrial 
life. It overseas research in astrobiol-
ogy, exoplanets, and extreme envi-
ronments on Earth, like Death Valley, 
says Rebecca McDonald, communi-
cations director for SETI in Moun-
tain View.

In order to find extraterrestrial life, 
SETI’s scientists have to know where 
to look and what life would look like 
in extremely dry, hot or cold environ-
ments. Essentially, studying lifeforms 
that occur in extreme environments 
on our own planet could help us to 
identify life forms on other planets.

That thinking is what brings SETI 
scientist Jill Tarter to Death Val-
ley, where she conducts research at 
Ubehebe Crater in the northern part 
of the park. She will not be at this 
year’s MarsFest but the Jodie Foster 
character in the movie “Contact” is 
modeled, loosely, after Tarter. 

There will be guided tours to Ube-
hebe Crater, as well as to Badwater, 
the lowest point on land in the west-
ern hemisphere, and the Mesquite 
Sand Dunes.

The festival starts Friday night at 7 
p.m. with a talk by keynote speaker, 
Penny Boston of the NASA Astrobiol-
ogy Institute. Saturday, the action 
starts at 8:30 a.m. with tours and the 
opening of the hands-on exposition. 
That evening’s keynote speaker will 
be Christopher McKay of the Ames 
Research Center, with a talk titled 
“Searching for Extant Life on Mars 
and Ocean Worlds.”

Visitors should prepare for warm 
weather conditions. Camping is 
available in close proximity to the 
event. 

For more information about the 
event, visit www.SETI.org, the Death 
Valley Natural History Association 
website, www.dvnha.org.

DEATH VALLEY AS MARS

By Bodine

A group atop Mars Hill in Death Valley where NASA took the Mars Rover for a test 
drive. Take a tour yourself during MarsFest this weekend.

A recently released survey by 
Healthy Stores, Healthy Com-
munities concludes that stores 

and markets in Mono and Inyo Coun-
ties are offering healthier options 
than they were in 2013. But sales of 
tobacco, particularly flavored tobacco 
like pineapple and bubblegum, in 
smokeless chew and cigarillos have 
more than doubled in Mono County.

It is against the law to sell flavored 
cigarettes so tobacco companies 
are producing fruit and candy tast-
ing cigarillos, says Nancy Mahan-
nah, from the Mono County Health 
Department. She said on Wednesday, 
March 8 during a statewide media 
campaign that she had recently seen 
chicken and waffle-flavored wraps or 
large rolling papers.

“Flavored tobacco is one product 
we would like to see stores consider 
getting rid of. It would be great if they 
could assess what they are selling and 
get rid of the variety of choices that 
include kid-friendly flavors. Just don’t 

sell it,” Mono County Health Officer, 
Dr. Richard Johnson. Tobacco is still 
the number one cause of preventable 
death disease in California.

The rates of tobacco use on the 
Eastside are slightly higher than the 
statewide average of 13 percent. High 
School smoking rates in Inyo County 
are about 22-percent - in Mono 
County 10 percent. 

Onto heathy eating: The average 
teenager consumes more than 39 
pounds of sugar from soft drinks an-
nually. Some of the consumption can 
be attributed to the offerings at con-
venience stores. Eastside stores are 
better than the rest of the state when 
it comes to healthy choices, moving 
sodas away from the counter.

Mahannah explained the stands 
with nuts and healthier snacks for 
sale are becoming more common as 
consumers want the healthier op-
tions.

Onto sex, California has seen a rise 
in sexually transmitted diseases, with 
250,000 new cases reported in 2015, 
particularly chlamydia and syphilis 
in the Central Valley. According to 
the survey, couples are more likely to 
use condoms if the product is easy to 
purchase but less likely to use if they 
have to ask a cashier for them.  

For state and county-specific 
data and more information on 
Healthy Stores for a Healthy Com-
munity, please visit www.healthys-
toreshealthycommunity.com.
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A clandestine group of rogue disc 
tossers have recently emerged 
in Mammoth Lakes, in search 

of baskets and money for their cause. 
They are the Mammoth Lakes Disc 
Golf Club, and they have been throw-
ing Frisbees under the radar, guerilla-
style, at Shady Rest Park for more than 
4 years. Now they want to go legit with 
a course in town. 

Their sport involves hiking from 
basket-to-basket while tossing discs. 
It’s dog friendly and requires only a 
cheap buy-in of about $30 for Frisbees. 
Libations can be brought in straight 
from a liquor store, which is certainly 
cheaper than ordering cocktails from a 
country club bar. It’s the perfect sport 
for the local Mammoth resident; it’s 
poor man’s golf.

Club members assure us that disc 
golf is not just about getting buzzed 
and throwing a glorified plastic plate 
at a post. It’s also about community 
and enjoying the great outdoors.

For those unfamiliar with Frisbee 
golf, or disc golf, as Frisbee is a pat-
ented brand name, it involves players 
throwing a disc, like hitting a golf ball, 
at a hole or basket. The game is popu-
lar among millennials and generation 
Y fliers but it’s a good time for anyone 
of any age who can toss a lightweight 
piece of plastic.

Baskets are elevated to about 5 feet 
off the ground. Any Frisbee or plastic 
disc works, but for the aficionado, 
there are different discs for different 
situations. Like the putter or wedge in 
golf, there are putter discs, midrange 
discs, and some that work better in 
the woods or in the rough. Some discs 
are designed for special hyzer and 
anhyzer shots. Discs that turn into the 
spin are called hyzers and discs that 
turn away from the spin are called 
anhyzers. These throws make a disc fly 
around corners, like a bent gun barrel. 

Mike Wellwood, president of the 
Mammoth Lakes Disc Golf Club told 
The Sheet it’s time for the organization 
to come out of the shadows of Shady 
Rest and have a real 9-hole course in 
town.

Wellwood and Brett Reed ap-
proached Mammoth Lakes Recreation 
(MLR) with the idea and Executive 
Director Rich Boccia said he’d want to 
discuss it. Boccia said 42 enthusiastic 
supporters showed up to talk about it. 
With that sort of support and organi-
zation, Boccia said he would gladly 
carry the flag for the club.

On Tuesday, March 7, the MLR 
board discussed annual funding for 
special projects in local recreation, like 
Disc Golf. The club is asking for $7,500 
to purchase equipment, including 
baskets, though it does not currently 
have a place to put them.

The Forest Service has been the 
deciding factor on the project, reject-
ing nearly every site MLR and the 
Disc golf Club have proposed. Right 

now, the chosen site for the baskets 
is Mammoth Creek Park East, behind 
Mammoth Rock and Bowl and the 
Brasserie. That parcel is used by the 
Town through a conditional use per-
mit from the land manager, the Forest 
Service, who would have to issue the 
permit for a course.

The club has raised nearly $2,500 for 
design plans in hopes that The Forest 
Service will cozy up to the idea if the 
group can demonstrate they have a 
clear plan for the course.

There would be no permanent 
installations at the course, save for the 
sleeves for basket posts that would be 
removed in the winter. But, Wellwood 
said, if conditions are right, disc golf 
could be played year-round.

Mono County has a rich history of 
Frisbee golf courses. Wellwood said 
there were once courses peppered 
throughout the town of Mammoth 
Lakes. He cited remnants of a course 
at June Lake and once that is still in 
use in Sunny Slopes. 

Wellwood said he would like to see a 
Frisbee golf tournament modeled after 
the Super Bowl in Mammoth, perhaps 
in the Fall.

The course wouldn’t be a big money 
maker, until the mountain swallows it 
up and dynamically prices the whole 
sport out of reach.

Look for the Mammoth Lakes Disc 
Golf Club on Facebook. To donate, 
send checks to MLR Disc Golf Club, 
PO Box 8298, Mammoth Lakes, CA 
93546 Contact Mike Wellwood at 
Mikewellwood11@yahoo.com or call 
714.357.0741 for more information.

PHOTO COURTESY MIKE WELLWOOD

This year, local Little Leagues 
in Bishop, Mammoth Lakes, 
and the Owens Valley will have 

to start their seasons with a host of 
problems that includes a lack of facility 
lights, a lack of available fields to play 
on, and stolen equipment. 

Time for these problems to be ad-
dressed is running out fast, as future 
Ted Williams and Joe DiMaggios will 
be hitting the fields in just a few weeks. 
Little League action in Bishop and the 
Owens Valley kicks off March 18 and 
Mammoth starts on May 1.

It’s a miracle the Big Pine Little 
League, based out of Big Pine, is going 
to start at all. When Derek Carrington 
came on as President of the league on 
February 10, he was told he had to get 
everything ready – registration, the 
field, insurance, uniforms—by the end 
of the month. And, he did it, despite 
one major setback.

When he opened the equipment 
shed back in Feb-
ruary, there was 
almost nothing 
in there. The uni-
forms, bats and 
balls, catcher’s 
equipment and 
pitching machine 
were gone, and 
the balance of 
the league’s bank 
account was zero.

Carrington 
said that there 
have been so 
many keys given out over the years to 
coaches and managers, there’s no way 
to know who the culprits are. “I don’t 
know why they want to pick on the 
kids,” he said.

After the loss of the stolen property, 
the league needed $4,000 to get started 
again. Last month, Carrington started 
a banner program for local businesses 
which brought in several big donations 
to the program. He says the league will 
be able to replace all the stolen gear, 
including the pitching machine before 
the start of its season on March 18. 
The pitching machine serves the AAA 
players, youngsters who are too big for 
tee-ball but not experienced enough 
for pitched balls. These kids rely on the 
pitching machine to be able to play at 
all. 

The list of donors is too long to list 
here, but one stand out is a posthu-
mous donation from Richard Coffman, 
who kept a separate savings account to 
help kids in the community. Members 
of the Facebook group “Butt-Hurt in 
the Owens Valley” raised more than 
$950 for the new pitching machine. 

To donate, call Carrington at 
760.920.8313, visit the Big Pine Little 
League Fundraiser by Butt Hurt Owens 
Valley at GoFundMe.com, or make 

checks out to Big Pine Little League, 
P.O. Box 547, Big Pine, CA 93513.

Jamery Ray, President of the Bishop 
Little League, said that league is raising 
money to install lights at its Bishop 
City Park Home Field.

The Bishop Little League hosted 
the Owens Valley All-Stars game last 
year. Ray said they were very grateful 
to the Bishop Paiute Tribe for letting 
the teams play under the lights at the 
Barlow Gym, but that the league wants 
its own lighted field.

Like the California High School Ro-
deo Championship, the All-Stars pro-
gram attracts families for the games 
who stay to enjoy the mountains and 
local businesses.

The Bishop Chamber of Commerce 
hands out water bottles and a coveted 
coupon book at All-Star events to 
entice parents to go shopping in town. 
“You should see the look on parents’ 
faces when they get a coupon book,” 

says Ray, “and they 
say, ‘You guys are so 
nice.’”

Bishop and the 
Owens Valley teams 
may be small, but 
they make up for 
it in small town 
comradery and 
gumption. “Our kids 
have something 
city kids don’t, they 
have heart for one 
another,” said Ray. 

Ray said Eastside 
kids try harder. “A player can be down 
to his last gasp of breath, and he’s go-
ing to give it to you.”

Registration has just ended for Mono 
Countyand opening day is May 1, 
Mono County Little League President 
Neil McConnell told The Sheet. 

He said it’s hard to keep players in 
Mono County, but better equipment 
might get players to stay longer. McCo-
nnell said all sports teams suffer from 
the lack of field space in Mammoth 
Lakes.

The Town of Mammoth Lakes con-
tributes $3,700 a year to the programs. 
“I’m [personally] paying more in TBID 
than the town gives us,” McConnell 
said.

McConnell wants to see the Little 
League program expanded, and would 
love if the whole community pitched 
in. He said his grandfather used to say 
baseball teaches one of the best les-
sons; how to accept failure and recover 
in a just a few seconds. Walk it off. 

For times and dates of Mammoth 
and Mono County games go to, www.
eteamz.com/monocountyll/ For 
Bishop and Owens Valley games go to 
bishoplittleleague.com

 

POOR MAN’S GOLF
Mammoth disc golf course close to basket

A sweet shot of Kara Stephens chucking 
one off of the signature hole 16 at Shady 
Rest Park.

THROWING OUT 
THE FIRST PITCH
By Bodine
Little League in Inyo and Mono counties ready for opening day

Our kids have 

something city kids 

don’t, they have heart 

for one another.

”

“

-Jamery Ray
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LITE
continued from page 1
project calculated by HMC Architects 
in late December 2016 (See “Hol-
lywood MUF,” December 23, 2016 at 
thesheetnews.com). 

“We think it’s going to be closer to 
$9.2 million, and that’s for the entire 
project,” said Dutton on Monday. 
However, “That doesn’t include the 
money for the playground change [the 
current playground will need to be re-
configured, at a cost of approximately 
$170,000], it does not include patio 
areas and outdoor areas and land-
scape areas. We were asked to do value 
engineering. It’d be really nice to have 
those things, but they’re not essential 
to the operation of the facility.” 

Dutton and Brown also presented a 
“Phase 1” option for the project, which 
clocked in at about $6.5 million but 
would not include the much-touted 
complimentary community facil-
ity, open-air atrium, locker rooms or 
storage areas. Also not included in the 
“Phase 1” plans was parking in excess 
of the 44 spots currently at Mam-
moth Creek Park West or concessions 
facilities. Dutton 
suggested a possible 
workaround for 
storage and conces-
sions in the form of 
modular (shipping) 
containers that 
could be fitted with 
siding to make them 
more aesthetically 
pleasing. 

At Monday’s 
workshop, one at-
tendee mentioned 
the historic lack of planning for park-
ing in Mammoth. To wit, there was, 
insufficient parking at Mammoth’s 
current Community Center to acco-
modate the roughly thirty people who 
attended the workshop. “It might be 
disingenuous to take out something 
that’s so obviously needed [such as 
parking],” said the audience member. 

Funding for the facility was also 
discussed at both Monday and Tues-
day’s meetings, with Dutton saying 
on Monday that “we know we have 
[Measure] R and U funds,” and that 
“Town Council is going to tell us how 
much money we have to spend” at its 
scheduled meeting on March 15. 

Recreation Commissioner Laurel 
Martin said Tuesday that if the MUF 
was paid for by R and U funds, “I have 
a concern about what other projects or 

organizations R and U might support 
that we would be potentially recom-
mending to divert funds from…” 

Rich Boccia, Executive Director of 
Mammoth Lakes Recreation, also said, 
“I don’t like the word ‘compete,’ but we 
only have so many funds” in Measures 
R and U. “If we look at these proj-
ects we don’t want to be in a position 
where we’re playing one off against the 
other.” 

“Very clearly this is not the only 
project in town,” said Mammoth Town 
Council Member John Wentworth on 
Monday. 

At Monday’s meeting, some com-
munity members also asked about the 
profitability of the current and pro-
posed facilities. When asked how much 
revenue the current ice rink takes in, 
Brown responded that it depended on 
the year, but “anywhere from $40,000-
$100,000 a year.” 

Dutton stated that there are “very 
few municipal ice rinks built,” and 
that “we’re not in the business to make 
money. We’d love to cover as much of 

our cost as we possi-
bly can, but keeping 
fees down where…
everyone can par-
ticipate.” He said 
that “Town Council 
has to make a deci-
sion of how much to 
subsidize [the rink]” 
and that the cur-
rent rink, “pool, our 
parks, lose money 
all the time.” 

Recreation Com-
mission Chair Betsy Truax said on 
Monday that “our metric is visitation, 
not revenue.” 

Ultimately, the majority of the mem-
bers of the Recreation Commission 
agreed on Tuesday that the if the facil-
ity is to be built, it should not be built 
in a phased approach (Betsy Truax 
dissented, saying she would support 
the “Phase 1” approach). 

“We as a community do not have a 
great track record for phased projects,” 
said Commissioner Clayton Mendel. “I 
would hate to see us get into this proj-
ect in a first phase that gets us nomi-
nally the same thing we have now.” As 
for paying for the facility, “the funding 
is not there for either phase right now, 
so I don’t think we need to constrain 
ourselves $6.5 million versus $9.5 mil-
lion. Zero percent of $9.5 million is still 

zero,” said Mendel. 
Commissioner Sean Turner said that 

“I do want this to be something that 
the Town and our community can be 
very proud of…with regard to [con-
cerns about] losing trust that came 
up because of the cost of the building, 
I think we’re going to lose trust if we 
don’t perform on this.” 

Turner was adamant when Town 
Council approved the MUF at Mam-
moth Creek Park West in October of 
2015 that it be kept to the tight sched-
ule of a ribbon-cutting on October 31, 
2017. Community members learned in 
December of 2016 that this goal could 
not be met. At the Tuesday meeting of 

I don’t like the word 

‘compete,’ but we only 

have so many funds. 

”

“
-Rich Boccia

the Recreation Commission, Turner 
asked that Town Staff please work on 
negotiations with Mammoth Unified 
School District, where the current ice 
rink is located, for the Town’s lease at 
that property to be extended for at 
least another season so that the rink 
could continue to operate. 

“Let’s just accept the fact that we’re 
not going to get it built for the winter 
of ’17-’18…but lets make darn sure we 
have it for the winter of ’18-’19.” 

Mammoth’s Town Council will hear 
comments from this week’s discus-
sions prior to its next meeting on 
Wednesday, March 15 at 6:00 p.m. in 
Suite Z. 
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By Rea

Meaghan Thompson competes in the Mammoth Biathlon. 

and that requires a skill set that Boccia 
himself says he doesn’t have. 

. 
   

Where the roads end,       
                    we begin...
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ML Water District
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Continuing to bring newcomers to 
a sport rooted in the skiing tradi-
tions of Scandinavia, the Eastern 

Sierra Nordic Ski Association (ESNSA) 
will host its 11th Mammoth Biathlon 
on Saturday, March 18 at Tamarack 
Cross Country Ski Center. 

Dr. Mike Karch, who was once a full-
time surgeon at Mammoth Hospital 
and now spends most of his time in 
Virgina, introduced biathlon—in 
which athletes ski as quickly as possi-
ble and then shoot at targets of varying 
sizes—to the Eastside years ago.

“It’s very hard, because as you’re 
coming in, you’re skiing, so your heart 
rate is up,” said Pam Bold, the Presi-
dent of the Eastern Sierra Nordic Ski 
Association. 

“A good reference is the myth of 
Sisyphus,” said Rick Phelps, who works 
with Bold at the High Sierra Energy 
Foundation, referencing the Greek 
myth of a man continually pushing a 
boulder uphill, only to have it roll back 
once more. “If you miss a target, you 
have to do a penalty lap,” says Bold, 
highlighting the comparison. 

The Mammoth Biathlon is open to 
athletes of all levels, said Bold. The 
local event has hosted everyone from 
complete novices all the way up to 
professionals like Susan Dunklee, who 
entered the competition when it was 
held at Red’s Lake several years ago 
and went on to compete in the 2014 
Sochi Olympics. 

It’s also spawned a career for at least 
one local—Clayton Mendel, owner of 
Eastern Sierra Armory. Mendel met up 
with Dr. Karch one fateful afternoon 
for a day of shooting. “He said, ‘Bring 
your gun out, and bring your running 
shoes,’” (Karch’s first Eastside biathlon 
was a summer event, where athletes 
run instead of skiing). “I said, ‘Oh God, 
I don’t run!’ I didn’t even cross country 
ski… but Karch, the force of nature 
that he was, just willed [the Mammoth 
event] into existence basically.” 

“He had such enthusiasm for it, 
you couldn’t be around him and not 
participate,” said Pam Bold. Her son 
“spent his entire high school career 
cross country ski racing” after being 
introduced to biathlon through Dr. 
Karch. Now that her ski racing son 
has left the nest, Bold still carries the 
torch as ESNSA President, though she 
says she sees the parents of younger 
children becoming ever more involved 
in the event, which is the yearly fund-
raiser for the organization. 

After competing in biathlon for 
several years, Mendel ended up manu-
facturing rifles for the sport, which 
he now says make up “the bulk” of 
his business, which is based in Mam-
moth. Eastern Sierra Armory does 
“stocks, specialty manufacturing, and 
components associated with biathlon. 
Things that don’t exist in the market-
place.” One of his guns was used by an 
athlete who competed in the Interna-
tional Biathlon Union Youth and Junior 
World Championships this year. He’s 
put away his skis, for the most part, in 
order to focus on his work and volun-
teering at events like the Mammoth Bi-
athlon. “It’s more important to see the 
sport growing than to have individual 

successes of my own,” said Mendel.
Mammoth’s event is supported 

entirely by volunteers, like Mendel, 
and Bold says that more volunteers 
are needed. Police Chief Al Davis (who 
some may remember from his break-
out cross country ski performance 
at last year’s Police and Fire Winter 
Games) and Mammoth Lakes Police 
Department Officer Andy Lehr will 
also be on site to ensure gun safety and 
lend their time to the cause. 

Anyone interested in volunteering or 
competing should visit www.mam-
mothbiathlon.org for more information 
about the event. Registration ends on 
Wednesday, March 15, at midnight. 

Eleventh annual event is a fundraiser for Nordic athletes in the Eastern Sierra 
IN THE TRACKS OF ULLR: THE MAMMOTH BIATHLON

PHOTO: PAM BOLD



Tesla TBD

Come see Mammoth’s latest, the innovative “Techreation” co-work space 
inside the Sierra Center Mall. We’ll host a “soft opening” on Saturday, March 11 

beginning at 6 p.m. and hear from a Tesla team member at 7 p.m.

TECH R E ATIO N  CO -WO R K SPACE

SO F T  O PE N I N G :  SATU R DAY,  MARCH 1 1

SIERRA CENTER MALL
The New

452 OLD MAMMOTH ROAD  |  MAMMOTH LAKES, CALIFORNIA



Come visit the mall for our Tesla event March 5-12. See the “mobile showroom” and test drive a 
Tesla X SUV with towing capacity of up to 5,000 lbs! Learn how easy a Tesla is to charge,  

how safe and fun it is to drive and how electric vehicles can fit seamlessly into your lifestyle. 

M E E T  M O DE L  X    /    MARCH 5 -12

Just swing on by or book an appointment online at  
www.tesla.com/event/tesla-explores-mammoth-lakes

SIERRA CENTER MALL
The New

452 OLD MAMMOTH ROAD  |  MAMMOTH LAKES, CALIFORNIA
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By Giles
Filmmaker Sam Bode will present “follow the water” documentary in Bishop
THE LONGEST STRAW: HIKING THE L.A. AQUEDUCT

Back in 2008, Sam Bode went 
camping with some friends 
by Mono Lake. She had just 

moved to Los Angeles to work as a 
film editor and was startled out of 
her wilderness experience by a truck 
bearing the words, “Los Angeles 
Department of Water and Power” 
(LADWP). After grilling the Mono 
Lake Committee employee working 
the group’s Lee Vining bookstore 
about what that truck was doing 380 
miles away from the city, the idea 
for her documentary “The Longest 
Straw” was born.

Bode went back to L.A. and started 
asking Angelenos about the Los 
Angeles Aqueduct. “Most people had 
no idea what I was talking about. 
They thought I was talking about the 
California Aqueduct, but they’d nev-
er even heard of the Owens Valley or 
the people who live by this aqueduct 
and are affected by our water usage,” 
said Bode in an interview this week. 

In 2015, Bode teamed up with Pro-
ducer and friend Angela Jorgeson. 
Bode was determined to hike the 
length of the L.A Aqueduct, from the 
city to Mono Lake. She planned to 

carry her filming equipment on her 
back and interview people who work 
on and live near the aqueduct in 
Owens Valley communities to learn 
about the impacts of L.A.’s water 
diversions. The goal was to create 
a visual product that would spread 
awareness about where L.A.’s water 
comes from. 

In the summer of 2015, Bode, who 
says she weighs about 120 pounds, 
set off on her journey. This meant 
schlepping her 60-pound pack of 
food, backpacking gear, water, and 
filming equipment through the 
Mojave Desert during the hottest 
period of the driest year in Califor-
nia’s history. Jorgeson and other 

friends assisted with water caches 
and hiked with her for periods of the 
trip, which took about 65 days. “In 
retrospect, what we did was really 
dangerous,” said Bode. “Honestly, 
I cried a lot. When you’re out there 
and walking through the desert, 
it’s hard to see things as beautiful. 
You’re hot and thirsty… and you’re 
supposed to be capturing these 
stunning landscapes.” 

Bode did most of the trip solo, and 
her production team is all female. 
She said she got some worried looks 
when she said she was going to do 
the hike alone, and found some 
camaraderie with Pacific Crest Thru-
Hikers she met in Antelope Valley 
and Bishop. “If anything, I think that 
being a young white woman alone, I 
was seen as vulnerable, and that let 
me get away with a lot more… it was 
also a reflection of privilege. I wasn’t 
seen as a threat.” Bode recounted 
one sequence from the film, in 
which an LADWP employee who had 
initially stopped her and a friend to 
tell them they were on private land, 
ended up offering them cold sweet 

see STRAW, page 14

Hikimg buddy Heather Pierce takes a break from filming and the midday heat in her 
shade structure just north of Jawbone Canyon, in the middle of the Mojave desert. 

PHOTOS COURTESY THE LONGEST STRAW
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tea and chicken and gave them a tour 
of the reservoir facilities after he got off 
work. 

Bode also met with Alan Bacock, 
Water Program Coordinator for the Big 
Pine Paiute Tribe and former President 
of the Owens Valley Committee, and 
Outreach Coordinator Sage Romero. 
Bode said Romero gave her a tour 
of Big Pine and provided historical 
context to the impact the L.A. Aque-
duct has had on lifestyles of native 
people. In the film, Bacock discusses 
LADWP’s conflicts with the tribe over 
the 1939 Land Exchange Agreement 
and its failure to fix a broken irrigation 
line on Tribal Land. Backock told The 
Sheet this week that the conflicts he 
described to Bode two years ago are 
still ongoing. 

Bode and Jorgeson will present por-
tions of their film, which is currently 
in post production and set for release 

some time in 2017, at the Annual 
Owens Valley Committee (OVC) Fun-
draiser on March 18 at Whiskey Creek 
in Bishop. Bode said she would love to 
arrange a tour of the film in the Owens 
Valley, with viewings in the communi-
ties she visited to make it. 

Tickets for the event, which includes 
dinner, a silent auction, Bode and 
Jorgeson’s presentation, and a talk by 
Mark Bagley of the Toiyabe Chapter of 
the Sierra Club, are $23.95 and require 
an RSVP. Mary Roper, President of the 
OVC, told The Sheet that funds raised 
go entirely to litigation efforts, the 
group’s annual newsletter, and out-
reach and education. “There are peri-
ods of time where OVC actually has to 
sue DWP to get them to do the things 
they are legally required to do,” said 
Roper, who called the organization the 
“watch dog of the Owens Valley.” “We 
should all go and read the documents. 
It doesn’t take a lot, just time, and any-
one can do it,” said Roper. 

Jorgeson said the presentation will 
focus on story telling and human inter-
est. “It’s not just a boring story about 
water management. It’s also about hik-
ing through the desert in mid-summer 
heat when there’s no water, anywhere.” 
Bode promised tears, laughter, and 
implied nudity. 

The OVC Fundraiser featuring seg-
ments of “The Longest Straw” is Sat-
urday, March 18 at Whiskey Creek in 
Bishop at 5 p.m. To RSVP online, email 
info@ovcweb.org or call 541.829.9788.

STRAW
continued from page 14

Director of Photography Ian Midgley 
filming Sam and activist Mike Prather as 
they walk along the shores of the Owens 
Lake. 

Photos by James 

TROUT SEASON STARTS EARLY
The early trout opener at Diaz Lake on March 4 saw some big winners

Wray Knierim of Lone Pine used chunky 
cheese to win second place with his 
2.3-pound trout.

Bill Gilbert (right) of Lone Pine won 
Biggest Fish in Saturday’s Early 
Opener Trout Derby at Diaz Lake with 
a 2.74-pound trout. Kathleen New (left), 
is the executive director of the Lone Pine 
Chamber of Commerce.

Left to right: Madyson Carter (7), Sean Johnson of Trona, Carmen Carter (2), Lucas 
Dye (7) of Ridgecrest, Bradly Carter (9), Angelina (7), her brother Andrew (6, at front), 
all received prizes for attending the derby.
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On March 4 and 5, Mammoth 
Mountain Ski Area hosted 
the annual World Fire and 

Police Winter Games. First respond-
ers representing towns and counties 
all over the country participated, 
as did groups from other countries. 
According to MMSA Public Rela-
tions Manager Lauren Burke, MMSA 
has been hosting the event since 
the late ‘70s. The event saw several 
years’ hiatus before returning with a 
vengeance last winter. 

The Mammoth Race Department 
hosts the event, which typically 
draws about 100 participants, all po-
lice and fire workers. MMSA donated 
prizes and offered discounted lift 
tickets to the competitors. A raffle 
raised about $3,000, all of which was 
donated to the Mammoth Mountain 
Community Foundation.

Mono County’s Sheriff Braun 
placed first in the Super G event and 
was both the fastest Sheriff and the 
fastest female competitor, outracing 
several male officers.

By Giles
The revitalized event keeps its momentum, drawing about 100 participants this year
POLICE AND FIRE FACE OFF ON SNOW

Photos, clockwise from top left: Competitors set off for the Nordic race; 
Mike Braun competes in the slalom; Courtney Dunlap and Bobby Hatfield 
discuss strategies for the FatBike race; Jeff Lohman cruises along at Main 
Lodge; Jennifer Ward shreds the slopes. 
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                        NO CLASS-IFIEDS
Help Wanted Help Wanted

Sierra Employment Services, Inc is 
hiring for the following positions

Janitor M $11-$13
Class B Driver M $19.00
Laundry Aide B $11-$13

2 Lead Cashiers M $12-$14
Front Desk Supervisor $12-$15

Housekeepers M/B $11-$18
Staffing Coordinator $DOE
Snow Shovelers-M $20-$25

Call 760.924.0523 or 760.873.8599
 See our full job list online 

www.SierraEmployment.com

Housekeepers  ($11)
Cooks
Dishwashers
Maintenance Worker

Please complete an application at 
164 Old Mammoth Rd.
or e-mail pl@thelandingtahoe.com

My Mammoth Shuttle is a commercial-
ly permitted limousine (premium SUV) 
business in Mammoth Lakes operating 
since 2009. We are currently looking to 
add to our team and are looking to hire 
a professional, friendly, self-motivated 
individual(s). 2 years passenger driving 
experience required. A Class B license 
is preferred but not required. Qualified 
candidates must pass background check 
and pre and random drug testing. A clean 
DMV record is a must. This is a flexible, 
part-time, year-round position with 
hours ranging from 4-12 hours per week 
or more. Driver/Chauffeurs can expect 
to make between $15-$20+ / hour with 
gratuities. This is an ideal opportunity for 
someone who already has a part time (or 
full-time) job and is looking to pick up a 
few more hours. Must be open to to work 
some weekend shifts and holidays.

 For more information call 760-709-
6459 and to send resume email to info@
mymammothshuttle.com. 

For Rent

 Norco 76 is hiring  Full Time mini-mart 
cashier Apply in person or call (760) 934-
6377. 

Food Cache Cafe “Full time position 
available ISO a cashier/smoothie barista 
, food & beverage experience preferred 
but not required. $10-$11.25hr DOE. line 
cook needed, full or part-time available, 
morning and afternoon shifts available, 
stop by the cafe for an application. 452 old 
mammoth rd ste 106.

Juniper Springs Lodge is looking to 
hire Front Office Representatives for the 
remainder of the winter season. Please 
apply online at www.mammothresorts.
com/jobs, or contact Craig Sterling at 
csterling@mammothresorts.com for more 
information.

Accountant or full charge bookkeeper 
needed for growing practice. Competi-
tive pay, medical insurance, 401(k), profit 
sharing, flex time.  Send resume via email 
to butnerhoa@gmail.com or Fax resume to 
760.934.5336. 

Work With The Best. Footloose Sports, 
nationally recognized as a top 60 retailer, 
is hiring for the upcoming season. We are 
seeking a staff who work as hard as they 
play. We’re looking for responsible individu
als, passionate about winter sports, and 
motivated to provide the best in customer 
service. We have full and part-time posi-
tions open in our sales, rental and ski 
repair departments. We are offering great 
pay DOE, discounts and flexible hours, in 
progressive work enviroment. Call us at 
760.934.2400. Go to our website at www.
footloosesports.com or e-mail your re-
sume to footloose@footloosesports.com to 
schedule an interview.

    Part Time Year Round Maintenance La-
borer Needed For Condominium Com-
plex.You may complete an application 
at 2289 Sierra Nevada Road or email you 
resume to mtshadows@npgcable.com; or 
call 760.934.4993 for more information.
   Full time hospitality position. Seek-
ing responsible, outgoing hospitality/
reservation agent for local management 
company. Excellent phone/customer ser-
vice skills required. Previous reservation 
experience preferred. Flexible 32-40 hours 
per week starting immediately. $12-14/
hr DOE. Please email resume to cindy@
mammothsierraonline.com 
    Gomez’s Restaurant & Tequileria está 
buscando cocineros de Line & Prep, y 
lavaplatos para comenzar de inmediato. 
Un buen sueldo y un montón de horas 
están disponibles para la temporada 
de invierno y más allá. Las aplicaciones 
están en nuestro sitio web www.gomezs.
com - puede enviar solicitudes de correo 
electrónico a info@gomezs.com  o deten-
erse y hablar con René o Chris

EDITORIAL
continued from page 7

 The Town of Mammoth Lakes is looking 
for Crossing Guards to work through the 
end of the school year. $17.96/hr, must 
be available before and after school, and 
during lunch. Apply at the Town offices, 
or visit www.townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov”.

Crowley Lake Fish Camp is hiring for the 
upcoming Spring and Summer Season! 
We have fast paced retail/clerk positions 
available in our shop and at our gate, and 
also need someone to work outdoors on 
our boat docks. Excellent customer ser-
vice skills are a must, and fishing experi-
ence is a huge plus. You must be available 
to start in April, and must be able to 
work weekends and Holidays. If you are 
interested in joining our team, please 
email a resume to crowleylakefishcamp@
gmail.com or find an application on our 
website, crowleylakefishcamp.com. For 
the Dock position, you may call Adam @ 
760-920-5884.

   Yogurt & Wine Bar Team Members 
Good Earth Yogurt is looking to hire new 
team members! If you have an outgoing 
personality and love working with people 
in a fun upbeat family enviroment, 
please send resumes to HELLO@GOO-
DEARTHYOGURT.COM  
    Now Hiring FT & PT Shift Managers
 The Old New York Deli & Bakery Co. is 
looking for outgoing and energetic people 
to join our team.  Qualified candidates 
will have prior restaurant experience, 
excellent customer service skills, the abil-
ity to understand policies & procedures, 
and be available to work flexible hours & 
holidays.  Salary DOE.  Apply via e-mail 
(lisa.king@oldnewyork.com) or in person 
@ 6201 Minaret # 105.

   2 BDR/1.5 BA apt. for rent. $1,800/mo. 
Newly remodeled. Rent includes water, 
cable/internet. W/D, Pets ok. FAU, unfur-
nished. Near the Village. Contact Michele 
Hansen for owner’s info.760.934.1842.
   3BDR, 2 BA Single family home. 2 car 
garage. Washer, dryer, gas heat, electric 
pellet stove. Great views. SV Sites next to 
Obsidian. 2000/Mo. 6-month lease. Call 
Eric @ 760.420.4005. 

Room for rent in Mammoth. Your own 
bedroom, bath & entry and 400-square 
feet of living space. No pets. Call mary @ 
760.709.1169. $750/mo. Includes free wi-fi 
and tv.

Great family home in June Lake. Quiet, 
amazing views. 2 BDR, 2 BA, Loft. Dog 
run. Pellet stove. Close to June Mountain 
for skiing. Easy access to lakes, streams 
and hiking. Pet deposit. $2,100/month. 
Address: 130 Nevada Street. Call Pat @ 
760.709.2119. 

Cozy 1BDR, 1 BA furnished apt. in 
Crowley Lake. Has woodburner. $800/mo. 
Ask for Janet 760.914.1242. 

In Mammoth, 3BDR, 2BA home 
with south-facing Sherwins view. Spa-
cious, bright, updated, W/D. woodstove, 
forced air, no pets, $2,500/mo. Call/text 
760.920.1684

Help Wanted

    Pizza Chef/Delivery Driver/Cashier
Z Pizza Mammoth is hiring full and part 
time. Apply online at www.zpizza.com, or 
by email - mammothslices@gmail.com.

For Hire
Z-Z-ZIPPERS! Quality work, speedy 

service. Sportswear, parkas, pants, packs & 
duffels. Hems, too! Call 760.873.4499.

   Now Hiring FT & PT Shift Managers
 The Old New York Deli & Bakery Co. is 
looking for outgoing and energetic people 
to join our team.  Qualified candidates 
will have prior restaurant experience, 
excellent customer service skills, the abil-
ity to understand policies & procedures, 
and be available to work flexible hours & 
holidays.  Salary DOE.  Apply via e-mail 
(lisa.king@oldnewyork.com) or in person 
@ 6201 Minaret # 105.
   Gomez’s Restaurant & Tequileria is 
looking for a Kitchen Mgr., as well as Line 
& Prep Cooks, and Dishwashers to start 
immediately.  Good pay and plenty of 
hours are available for winter season and 
beyond.  Applications are on our web site 
www.gomezs.com  - you can email ap-
plications to info@gomezs.com, or stop in 
and speak with Rene or Chris.
    Mammoth Brewing Company immedi-
ately hiring for warehouse/delivery driv-
ers and beer packagers. Must have good 
driving record and be able to get a Class 
B license within 60 days of employment. 
Pay starts at $15 for packagers and $16 for 
drivers. Job incl. benefits. Apply at www.
mammothbrewingco.com.
    Domino’s Pizza in now hiring full and 
part time delivery drivers. Earn up to 
$25.00 per hour. Apply in person or online 
at: Jobs.dominos.com 

For Sale
   For sale - well-established local 
catering company. More information: 
562.331.2589. 

  Stellar Brew is hiring for a full time 
kitchen person, experience is preferred, 
training is provided.  Fun work envi-
ronment, great pay.  Must be available 
to work in the afternoon.  E-mail your 
resume to stellarbrew@gmail.com

Retail sales full time and data entry posi-
tions available.  Mammoth Mountain-
eering Supply.  Apply within or at Jobs@
mammothgear.com

WOMAN KILLED BY 
TREE IN YOSEMITE

PERSONALS

Office/Customer Service Assistant
Part-Time position is available with Insur-
ance Scouts Insurance Agency, LLC. Ap-
plications can be requested by emailing:  
brian@insscouts.com

By Bodine

I hope to see you ... on St. Patty’s Day. 
Those of us in greater kinship to St. Jude 
always enjoy the respite supplied by Pat-
rick. 

In search of ... someone to spring ahead 
with. Well, technically, I’m just hoping to 
get ahead. 

In search of ... someone to help me fill 
out my NCAA Tourney bracket. If you’ll 
be my Duke, I’ll let you ravage my Wake 
Forest. 

resources could afford to take on 
larger expense and risk. 

This could also have the con-
sequence of depressing property 
values because you’re limiting the 
market for potential buyers. 

Further, if you establish a mini-
mum FAR with the promise that 
you’ll “figure out the parking later,” 
well, we all know what happens 
around here when we convince our-
selves we’re gonna figure it out later 
(see North Village). 

Just to give an idea of what the FAR 
is for properties within the down-
town area. 

The Mogul: 0.17
Footloose: 0.19
Slocums: 0.23

Obviously, these properties would 
be exempt from new zoning regula-
tions, but it gives you an idea.

A woman was struck and killed 
by a falling tree, a 200-foot 
Ponderosa pine, in Yosemite 

National Park on Sunday morning 
March 5. The tragic accident oc-
curred in Half Dome Village, former-
ly Curry Village in Yosemite Valley, 
at around 10 a.m. Sunday morning, 
March 5, amid heavy snow and high 
winds.

Destiny Rose Texeira Borges, 20, 
from Ceres, California was in the 
park working for a company con-
tracted by the park concessioner, 
Aramark Management Services. 

Half Dome Village is an area that 
has tent cabins and wooden cabins 
that are utilized by park visitors and 
park employees. The area was closed 
after the accident along with Camp 4 
and Upper Pine campgrounds after 
the incident, but reopened to visi-
tors Monday.

According to the Los Angeles 
Times, authorities will be examin-
ing g the weather at the time if the 
accident and the tree itself to try and 
determine the cause of the accident. 
The area had recently been hit with 
a powerful winter storm that day. 

Borges is the second person to be 
killed by a falling tree in the Golden 
State so far this year. 

Little known fact: Falling coconuts 
kill 5 people every year, the same 
amount of people killed in shark at-
tacks, according to www.Nature.net. 

I saw you ... were looking for a four-leaf 
clover. Hey dumbass, I was your four-leaf 
clover. Hope you mistake clover for poison 
ivy and wipe your ass with it. 

In search of ... someone to enjoy March 
Madness with, but not if you’re being 
treated for anger management. 

I saw you ... got exonerated by the FPPC. 
Now if you would only consult the SPPC 
(Smart Political Practices Commission) we 
might really get somewhere.
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calendar of eventS
BARS & MUSIC TOWN STUFF

CALENDAR PAGES SPONSORED BY:

Happy Hour/
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill, 
Pursuit of Happiness Hour, 3-6 p.m. 
$1 off draft beers, $2 off wine, $4 well 
drinks, $2 off specialty drinks. $5 
Flatbread. Over the Top St.Pat’s Day 
Shenanigans.
Outlaw Saloon. 4-7 p.m. daily and all 
night on Mondays.
Roberto’s 4-6 p.m. every day. 
Austria Hof. 4-6 p.m. Sun.-Thurs.
Fri.-Sat. 4-5 p.m.
Whitebark Restaurant Bar & Lounge 
Unwind with daily drink and food 
specials 4-6 p.m. Half price sushi 
Mondays. 
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour 4:30-7 
p.m. daily and all day Sunday. $5 
dollar menu items, drink specials. 
Petra’s Bistro Happy Hour, $22 pasta 
bolognese, salad and glass of wine, 
5:00-6 p.m. Specials on cocktails, 
wine, beer and menu items. 
Happy Hour @ Sushi Rei. 4-5 p.m. 
daily. Half off apps and $5 hand roll 
+small sake. Sundays are all-night 
happy hour. Late night happy hour 
Fri-Sat 9-11 p.m. 
Happy Hour @ The Bistro at 
Snowcreek, 4:30-6:30 p.m. daily.
Mammoth Tavern Happy Hour 
Tuesday-Sunday 3:30-5:30 p.m. 
Closed Mondays.
Smokeyard weekend Happy Hour 
4-6 p.m. in the bar only.
Side Door Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m. 
Mammoth’s famous Slocums Happy 
Hour  Mammoth’s famous Slocums 
Happy Hour: Mon thru Fri 4-6; 
Saturdays 4-5. Closed Sun.
Giovanni’s Happy Hour, daily 4-6 
p.m. Large pizza and a pitcher of beer 
gets you free wings.
Lakanuki Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m., 
$4.50 margaritas, Mai Tais. Happy 
Hour drink specials 10 p.m.- close.
Black Velvet Coffee’s Happy Hour, 
from 4-6 p.m. every day. $7 glasses of 
wine.
Morrison’s Happy Hour Daily
4-6 p.m. $50. for two  Wednesday’s 
three course meal. See ad, p. 2.

March 10-11/
Two night onesie party @ 53 Kitchen 
& Cocktails. Wear your snuggiest 
styles and get down. Friday: Who’s 
Onya, Illusion, DJ ONEzie; Saturday: 
Strauss, Bubz, DJ ONEzie. Party 
begins 9 p.m. both nights. 
Joe Gray Jr. at the Baby Grand playing 
at the Tamarack lodge. 5:30-9:30 p.m.  

Friday, March 10/
Pine Street Ramblers, a bluegrass, 
country and old-time string band, 
play Rafters lounge. 10 p.m.-2 a.m. 
Cold Without Pants, playing classic 
rock & ‘80s music, plays Liberty 
Sports Bar & Grill. 9 p.m. 

Saturday, March 11/
Afrolicious (Afro Disco Funk) plays 
Rafters lounge, 10 p.m.-2 a.m. 

Tuesday, March 14/
Taco Tuesdays at the Outlaw Saloon, 
$2 each taco (beef, chicken or fish) 
with toppings.
Trivia Tuesday @ Mammoth Brewing 
Co. 7 p.m. 
Two for One Tuesday at Black Velvet 
Coffee. Two glasses of wine or beer for 
the price of one. Wine bar open from 
4-9 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 15/
Half off wings @ John’s Pizza Works. 
See ad, p. 10. 

March 10-11/
Eastern Sierra Interpretive 
Association leads organized 
snowshoe tours. Trips depart from 
the Mammoth Lakes Welcome Center 
on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 
at 11 a.m. RSVP at 760.924.5501 or 
meet at the USFS Welcome Center. 
Snowshoes provided. 
Full Moon Tours @ Tamarack. 
Naturalist-guided snowshoe tour. 
$55 per person includes equipment. 
Departs Ski Center at 7 p.m. for a 1.5 
hour excursion. Reservations: 1.800.
MAMMOTH. 

March 11-12/
MarsFest returns to Death Valley. 
Begins Friday, 7 p.m. Visit www.dvnha.
org for info. See story, p. 7. 
Playhouse 395 presents: Mary 
Poppins. 7 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday, 2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix: 
$18.00 for adults available on www.
brownpapertickets.com. 
JLA Banked Slalom @ Mammoth 
Mountain. 8 a.m.-4 p.m. both days. 
Info: www.mammothmountain.com. 

Saturday, March 11/
Eastern Sierra Audubon COSA 
walk. Meet at 8:30 a.m. All levels 
of experience are welcome. Meet 
@ BLM/Forest Service building on 
West Line St. in Bishop. Contact 
Hillary Behr for info: hillary.behr@
bishoppaiute.org or 760.920.5287.
Community Reads: Community Art 
Day at the Jill Kinmont Boothe School. 
Art activities for all ages that celebrate 
birds. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Blake Jones Trout Derby cancelled. 
Tahoe Adventure Film Festival @ 
Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre. 
Two showings due to high demand. 5 
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Todd Offenbacher 
emcees. Family friendly. Admission: 
$12 online, $15 at the door. Tix: www.
brownpapertickets.com. 
California Waterfowl Association 
Dinner fundraiser @ the Tri-County 
Fairgrounds in Bishop. 4:30 cocktails 
followed by  6:30 dinner. Tix: $65. 
Info: Joe Pecsi 760.784.0699.
Mammoth’s Techreation workspace 
soft opening. 6:30 p.m. Check out a 
Tesla. See ads, p. 12-13. 

Sunday, March 12/
Ski/snowshoe Mammoth Pass with 
the Sierra Club. Approx. 6 miles 
round trip. Meet 9 a.m. Mammoth 
Union Bank. Info: 760.924.2140 or 
jungberman@icloud.com. 

Monday, March 13/
Informational meeting with the 
Mammoth Lakes Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT). 
6-7 p.m. at Mammoth Lakes Police 
Department. Info/RSVP, email: cert@
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 
MUSD Facility Master Plan Advisory 
Committee, 3:30-6 p.m. at Mammoth 
High School, Trailer L. 
Bishop City Council Meeting. 6 p.m. 
at Bishop City Hall, 377 W. Line St. 
Questions: 760.873.5863.

Tuesday, March 14/
Mammoth’s Planning and Economic 
Development Commission meeting 
rescheduled to 2 p.m. today. Suite Z. 
Open Community Forum for the 
MUSD Facility Master Plan Update. 
6:30-9 p.m. at Mammoth High School 
multi-purpose room. 

Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

YOUR CAR NEEDS CHAINS
YOUR LIVER DOESN’T

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

• Chicken & Beef Teriyaki
• Tempura • Tonkatsu • Sukiyaki
• Calamari • Sushi
• Full Service Cocktail Bar
   & Lounge

760-872-4801
Open at 5 p.m.

635 N. Main St. 
Bishop

25 years of experience

         japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar

BUY AN AD NOW
Your ad here makes you $$$ 
        Know why?
        People read...

Call June 937.3967



THE SHEET  I  Saturday, March 11, 2017                www.thesheetnews.com                                                                            I  19

calendar of events
Broadband advisory committee 

The Bishop City Council is 
accepting applications to fill three 
stakeholder positions on the Inyo-
Mono Broadband Consortium 
Advisory Council: One representing 
the public sector, one representing 
the private sector, and one 
representing Tribal interests. The 
term for these positions is two years.

 The Advisory Council will 
be charged with providing the 
Consortium Board of Directors clear 
direction to help guide its efforts to 
educate and provide assistance to 
businesses, residents, and visitors to 
the region on effective and innovative 
uses of broadband technologies 
with the end-goal of bolstering the 
local economy and improving digital 
literacy.

If you are interested in serving 
on the Inyo-Mono Broadband 
Consortium in one of the above-
mentioned stakeholder categories, 
please submit your request for 
appointment on or before 4:00 p.m., 
Friday, March 24, 2017, to the Bishop 
City Council at 377 West Line Street, 
Bishop, California 93514.  For further 
information, call (760) 873-5863.

Help restore off-road damage in 
Death Valley
 

Visitors from around the world 
complain about off-road vehicle 
tracks marring the beauty of Death 
Valley National Park. The National 
Park Service seeks public support for 
a grant application that would help 
fund restoration of these damaged 
areas.

Desert landscapes typically heal 
very slowly. Tracks left by even a 
single vehicle in areas with fragile 
crusts, such as the Badwater Salt 
Pan or Racetrack Playa, can last for 
decades. Off-road driving also harms 
plants and animals, such as desert 
tortoise and the endangered Eureka 
Dunes evening primrose.

Death Valley National Park has 
applied for a grant from the Off-
Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation 
(OHMVR) Division of California State 
Parks. The requested grant would help 
support a three-year project to restore 
damage done by off-road drivers 
throughout the park.
Public opinion is a significant 
factor in the grant evaluation 
process. The public can show their 
support by commenting online 
at http://ohv.parks.ca.gov  or by 
writing to California State Parks, 
OHMVR Division, 1725 23rd Street, 
Sacramento, CA 95816, Attention: 
Grants Manager. Comments are 
accepted until April 7, 2017. 

OHMVR grant funds applications

The Inyo National Forest and the 
Bureau of Land Management Bishop 
Field Office (BLM) have submitted 
to the California State Parks Off-
Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation 
(OHMVR) preliminary applications 
for grant funds to enhance and 
manage motorized recreation. The 
agencies invite public comments on 
the preliminary grant applications.

TOWN STUFF UPCOMING 
March 14-17/
MakerSpace at the Mammoth 
Lakes Library. Tuesdays: 2-6 p.m. 
for elementary aged children; 
Wednesdays 2-6 p.m. for middle 
school; Thursdays 1-6 p.m. all ages; 
Fridays 10 a.m.-noon for adults. 

Wednesday, March 15/
Mono County Search and Rescue 
annual recruiting night @ the SAR 
buildling, Mammoth Lakes Water 
District, Highway 203 and Meridian. 
Info: 760.709.6251 or www.monosar.
org. See ad, p. 11. 
Kindergarten Round-Up with First 
5 at Mammoth Elementary School. 
Meet the teachers, complete K 
Registration, & get a free Kinder 
Backpack. Round Up @ 5:00 p.m., 
Dental Checks @ 6:00 p.m.
More info, call MES 760.934.7545.
Kick-off meeting for the Mammoth 
Community Housing Action Plan: 
Live, Work, Thrive. Begins 2 p.m. in 
Suite Z. Questions or info: Patricia 
or Jennifer with Mammoth Lakes 
Housing. 760.934.4740.
Open House for the Mammoth Walk, 
Bike, Ride public draft report. Chat 
with consultants from Alta Planning + 
Design. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. in Suite Z. See 
ad, p. 4. 
Joint Workshop with Mammoth’s 
Town Council and PEDC. Entities will 
take public comment and provide 
feedback to the Alta team. 4-6 p.m. in 
Suite Z. 
Mammoth’s Town Council will 
discuss the Multi-Use Facility, among 
other items. 6 p.m. in Suite Z. See 
story, p. 1. 
Inyo350 Meeting @ Inyo Council 
for the Arts at 6:30 p.m. Info: 
Inyo350action@gmail.com 

Thursday, March16/
Instructional basketball at the 
Mammoth Middle School Multi-
purpose room, 5:15-6 p.m. Free, 

AT THE MOVIES
Minaret Cinemas                   

Kong: Skull Island (PG-13): A team of scientists enter into the battle between 
man and nature. Bonus: King Kong is 100 feet tall. Bummer: No Fay Wray. 
Logan (R): Hugh Jackman’s Wolverine, of X-Men fame, cares for an ailing Pro-
fessor X in a hideout on the Mexican border. 

For movie times, call 760.934.3131 or visit mammothlakesmovies.com. Custom-
er appreciation nights on Tuesdays. All seats, all shows $6

CALENDAR PAGES SPONSORED BY:

designed for children of all ages. 
Informal open house for Off-
Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation 
grant funds. BLM/Forest Service 
office, 351 Pacu Ln. in Bishop. 4-6 
p.m. See sidebar, this page. 
Clare Gallagher is the featured 
speaker at ESIA’s Mammoth Winter 
Adventure Series. Location: USFS 
Welcome Center. Doors 6 p.m. 
Program 7 p.m. 

March 17-19/
Backcountry Horsemen Rendezvous 
at the Tri-County Fairgrounds in 
Bishop feat. Dave Stamey. See sidebar, 
this page. 

Saturday, March 18/
Mammoth Winter Biathlon at 
Tamarack XC Ski Center. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
No experience required to compete. 
Volunteers also needed. Visit www.
mammothbiathlon.org for info. See 
story, p. 11. 
Centennial flat exploration with 
Friends of the Inyo. Visit petroglyphs 
at Centennial Springs. Space is 
limited, so RSVP to Jora at jora@
friendsoftheinyo.org. 
Ski/Snowshoe in Sunny Slopes 
with the Sierra Club. Meet 10 a.m. 
Mammoth Union Bank or 10:15 
at intersection of Hwy 395 and 
Owens Gorge Rd. Contact Sandy at 
714.336.8729 or kburnsides@aol.com.
Community Reads: Family Movie, 
Happy Feet. 3-6 p.m. at the Lone Pine 
Film History Museum.  
Owens Valley Committee: Annual 
Fundraiser at Whiskey Creek, 524 
Main St. in Bishop. 5-8 p.m. To RSVP 
online, email info@ovcweb.org or call 
541.829.9788. See story, p. 14. 

Monday, March 20/
Inyo Associates meet this month at 
the Sierra Adventure Center in Big 
Pine. 5:30 p.m. RSVP: 760.876.4444

These and all other grant requests, 
as well as detailed instructions about 
the process and how to comment, can 
be viewed on the OHMVR website at 
www.ohv.parks.ca.gov/. Comments 
should be submitted directly through 
the division website and sent to the 
responsible agency anytime from 
March 7 to April 3, 2017. 

The agencies also invite the public 
to come out to an informal open 
house happening from 4 to 6 p.m. on 
Thursday, March 16, at the U.S. Forest 
Service/BLM office, located behind 
the Department of Motor Vehicles, 
at 351 Pacu Lane in Bishop. Copies 
of the preliminary applications will 
be available at the open house. The 
public can come by at any time 
during the open house to review and 
discuss the grant applications.

Representatives from the two 
agencies, the Inyo County Public 
Works Department and others who 
are submitting grants for activities 
on USFS and BLM lands, will be on 
site to answer questions and receive 
or facilitate comments on changes, 
concerns and support for final grant 
applications, which will be submitted 
before May 1, 2017. 

For more information or to provide 
comments through other means, 
please call Inyo National Forest 
Trails Coordinator Marty Hornick by 
telephone at 760.873.2461 or email 
mhornick@fs.fed.us, or contact BLM 
Outdoor Recreation Planner Sara 
Manley by telephone at 760.872.5033 
or email smanley@blm.gov .

Backcountry horsemen gather

Coming home to the Mule Capital 
of the World, the Backcountry 
Horsemen Rendezvous will feature 
Free Clinics, Western Art Show, 
Packers Scramble, Kids Activities, and 
more.

The event will also feature Dave 
Stamey live in concert on Friday. If 
you haven’t heard this cowboy poet 
in person, you are missing out on 
an amazing experience. Many of his 
songs capture the beauty of being a 
high country horseman right here in 
the Eastern Sierra. March 17-19 at the 
Bishop Tri-County Fairgrounds. Dave 
Stamey plays at 8 p.m. on Friday, and 
a beer, wine cheese tasting will be 
held 3-5 p.m. on Saturday. Visit www.
bchcalifornia.org/rendezvous for info. 
 
Rec Department open house

The Recreation Department would 
like to invite you to the 3rd Annual 
Summer Recreation Open House on 
March 28, 2017 from 5:00-7:00 p.m. 
at the Mammoth Elementary School 
MPR. The event is free.

Attendees of the open house will 
also receive a coupon code valid 
for 5% off one transaction (no limit 
on number of programs in the 
transaction) for registering for Parks 
& Recreation Department summer 
programs! Please contact Lindsey at 
760.965.3699 for more information, or 
to register your organization for the 
event.

Registration for summer programs 
will open on April 3. Stay tuned for 
more details on registration.
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  PUBLIC NOTICES

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Horseshoe Snow Removel

Patrick Sippel
221 Canyon Blvd. #213, P.O. Box 8259
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on February 02, 2017.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on February 02, 
2017.
File Number 17-021
2017-0049 (2/25, 3/4, 3/11, 3/18)

Notice of Right to Claim Excess Proceeds

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Hansen’s Snow Removal

Steve Hansen
40 Paoha Dr., P.O. Box 369
Lee Vining, Ca. 93541

This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name listed above on September 8, 2006.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on February 21, 
2017.
File Number 17-043 
2017-0054 (3/11, 3/18, 3/25, 4/1)

Request for Qualifications

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Mammoth Strength Gym

Rachel Rainey
1404 Tavern Rd. Unit C-8
P.O. Box 1235
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by an Individual 
The registrant has not yet begun to trans-
act business under the fictitious business 
name listed herein. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on February 08, 
2017     
File Number 17-027
2017-0046 (2/25, 3/4, 3/11, 3/18)

Public Hearing Notice

Public Hearing Notice

Public Hearing Notice

 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
MAMMOTH COMMUNITY WATER DISTRICT 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Direc-
tors of the Mammoth Community Water District 
will hold a public hearing beginning at 5:30 p.m. on 
March 16, 2017, at the District office, located one mile 
east of Old Mammoth Road on Meridian Boulevard, 
just off Highway 203, Mammoth Lakes, California 
93546, to consider a proposed ordinance increas-
ing the compensation to Directors for attendance at 
Board meetings or for each day’s service rendered as a 
Board member, not exceeding a total of 10 days in any 
calendar month. 

The current compensation per day’s service is 
$213.00; and the Board of Directors proposes to 
increase that amount to $218.50. The Board also pro-
poses to increase the compensation for attendance at 
Board committee meetings from $106.50 to $109.25. 
The increase is being proposed pursuant to California 
Water Code sections 20200 through 20207. 

Any person interested in this matter is invited to 
attend the public hearing. If there are any questions 
concerning the proposed ordinance or the public 
hearing, please contact Stephanie Hake at the District 
office at (760) 934-2596 (ext. 321), or Email: shake@
mcwd.dst.ca.us 

TS #2017-0050

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Tuesday, March 
14, 2017, beginning at 2:00 p.m. and continuing 
until finished, at the Town Council Chambers, Suite 
Z within the Minaret Village Shopping Center, 437 
Old Mammoth Road the Mammoth Lakes Planning 
& Economic Development Commission will hear an 
application request for the following:

Application Request: Variance (VAR) 17-001 for a re-
quested reduction of the front yard setback to five feet 
to allow for the construction of a garage at an existing 
single-family home and Adjustment (ADJ) 17-001 to 
allow for vehicle parking in a setback area not leading 
to a garage.

CEQA Determination: This project is considered 
exempt from the provisions of the California Environ-
mental Quality Act (CEQA), Section 15301 (Existing 
Facilities).

Location: 2068 Forest Trail (APN: 031-170-075-000)

Zoning: Residential Single-Family (RSF)

Proponent: Jack and Mattie Oehmke

All persons having an interest in the proposed appli-
cation request may appear before the Planning & Eco-
nomic Development Commission either in person or 
represented by counsel and present testimony or may, 
prior to said hearing, file with the Executive Secretary 
written correspondence pertaining thereto. Pursuant 
to Government Code Section 65009(b), if this matter is 
subsequently challenged in court, the challenge may 
be limited to only those issues raised at the public 
hearing described in this notice or in written corre-
spondence delivered to the Town of Mammoth Lakes 
at, or prior to, the public hearing.
 For additional information, or to obtain a copy of 
the staff report which will be published no later than 
March 10, 2017, contact Nolan Bobroff, Assistant 
Planner, at (760) 965-3631. Facsimiles may be sent to 
(760) 934-7493 or email at: nbobroff@townofmam-
mothlakes.ca.gov.

Mammoth Lakes Planning & Economic Development 
Commission
P.O. Box 1609
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 

TS #2017-0051

 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON THE COUNTY OF 
INYO’S ELECTION TO BECOME A GROUNDWATER 
SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

NOTICE IS HEARBY GIVEN that pursuant to Califor-
nia Water Code section 10723(b) and California Gov-
ernment Code section 6066, the Board of Supervisors 
of the County of Inyo shall hold a public hearing on 
March 21, 2017, at 1:30 p.m. at the Board of Supervi-
sors Room, County Administrative Center, 224 North 
Edwards St., Independence, California, 93526. 

The Board will consider and determine at the public 
hearing whether the County shall file notice with the 
California Department of Water Resources to become 
a Groundwater Sustainability Agency for a portion of 
the Owens Valley Groundwater Basin (designated as 
basin 6-12.01 in California Department of Water Re-
sources Bulletin 118 Interim Update 2016, California’s 
Groundwater) pursuant to the Sustainable Ground-
water Management Act of 2014. 

Written comments may be submitted prior to the 
hearing by mail to: Inyo County Board of Supervi-
sors, PO Drawer N, Independence, CA 93526; by 
hand delivery to: Board Clerk, 224 North Edwards, 
Independence, CA 93526; or via e-mail to: dellis@
inyocounty.us. The Board shall also consider oral or 
written comments received during the hearing, but 
the Board Chair may limit oral comments to a reason-
able length. 

TS #2017-0052

Notice of Ordinance 

TS #2017-0053

Notice is hereby given that on March 1, 2017 the Town 
Council introduced an Ordinance entitled:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 
TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, STATE OF CALIFOR-
NIA, AMENDING THE MUNICIPAL CODE BY ENACT-
ING SECTION 3.12.105. 
A copy of the complete text of the Ordinance is posted 
and may be read at the Town Offices, Minaret Mall, 
Old Mammoth Road, Mammoth Lakes, and/or a copy 
may be obtained from the office of the Town Clerk at a 
nominal charge.

Dated:  March 2, 2017 
JAMIE GRAY, Town Clerk
Town of Mammoth Lakes

TS #2017-0055

Public Information Meeting

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that, pursuant to §99238.5 
of the Transportation Development Act, the Mono 
County Local Transportation Commission (LTC) will 
conduct a Public Hearing on unmet transit needs 
April 11, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. at the Town/County 
Conference Room in the Minaret Village Mall, 437 Old 
Mammoth Rd., Mammoth Lakes, CA.
 A videoconference site will be the CAO Conference 
Room at 74 N. School St., Bridgeport, CA. 

The LTC will consider input from the Social Services 
Transportation Advisory Council and solicit the input 
of transit-dependent and transit-disadvantaged 
persons, including the elderly, disabled, and persons 
of limited means. The LTC will also receive comments 
from interested citizens on unmet transit needs that 
may exist within Mono County, and that might be 
reasonable to meet by establishing or contracting for 
new public transportation or specialized transporta-
tion services or by expanding existing services. 

The LTC will identify unmet needs within Mono 
County prior to considering requests by claimants for 
allocations of Transportation Development Act Funds 
for FY 2016-17. 
The LTC will also receive public input on any other 
transportation matters. All persons interested in these 
matters are urged to attend and make comments. 
Written comments for inclusion in the record must be 
received on or before 9 a.m. on April 11, 2016, at LTC, 
PO Box 347, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 or by email 
at wsugimura@mono.ca.gov For information, call 
760.924.1814. 

TS #2017-0057

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
The County of Mono, Community Development De-
partment (CDD), is soliciting Requests for Proposals 
(RFPs) to update a multi-jurisdictional Local Hazard 
Mitigation Plan (LHMP) for the County of Mono and 
Town of Mammoth Lakes. 
The main purpose of this solicitation is to identify 
and contract with a qualified consultant to perform 
the scope of work under a FEMA/CalOES grant. The 
full RFP will be available online by March 13, 2017 
at http://bids.monocounty.ca.gov/rfp/local-hazard-
mitigation-plan, or by emailing wsugimura@mono.
ca.gov. RFPs are due by 5 p.m. April 13, 2017. 

TS #2017-0056

NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING
Reds Meadow Road Improvements Project
CA FTFS 03S11(1)

When: March 20, 2017, Morning Session: 9-11 AM; 
Evening Session: 5-7 PM

Where: 437 Old Mammoth Road Suite Z, Mammoth 
Lakes CA 93546

What: The Federal Highways Administration Central 
Federal Lands Highway Division (FHWA-CFLHD), in 
partnership with the United States Forest Service and 
Town of Mammoth Lakes, will hold a public informa-
tion meeting to discuss the completed Planning and 
Environmental Linkages Study (PEL), conceptual 
design, and the NEPA/CEQA analysis and documenta-
tion currently underway for the Reds Meadow Road 
Improvements Project. 

The meeting format will be open house, with an op-
portunity for the public to provide comments directly 
to the project team members. Following the presenta-
tion, project staff will be on hand to answer questions. 
Information gathered at the public meeting will be 
used in conjunction with feedback received as part of 
the stakeholder meetings and agency coordination to 
help guide future efforts on the project.

Project Description: The purpose of the project is to 
improve the deteriorated condition of Reds Meadow 
Road and improve vehicular travel mobility so as to 
continue to provide access to recreational resources. 
The roadway is currently in a deteriorated state, and 
the steep one-lane roadway in the upper 2.5 miles 
hinders user mobility as opposing vehicular traffic 
cannot readily and safely pass each other. The result-
ing conditions include long queues of waiting vehicles 
and ongoing safety concerns. Inadequate sight 
distance at curves and narrow shoulders also hinder 
passing and create additional safety concerns. With-
out improvements, the roadway deterioration will 
continue and vehicular mobility further constrained.

 A PEL study and conceptual design were completed 
in late 2016. The PEL concluded a one/two lane 
combination or a continuous two lane roadway would 
most successfully address the improved mobility 
needs for the project. The project will also consider 
other improvements, including repaving the Minaret 
Vista parking lot and minor realignment of Reds 
Meadow Road near Devils Postpile National Monu-
ment to improve the poor sight distance curve. 

The project is now moving into the NEPA/CEQA clear-
ance phase of project development with technical 
analysis and documentation both underway. 
Contact: Questions or comments regarding the public 
meeting can be directed to: 

Wendy Longley
Project Manager
FHWA-CFLHD
720-963-3394
Wendy.Longley@dot.gov

TS #2017-0058

Public Hearing Notice

WE’RE HIRING!
Join the one of the most  
dynamic & growing companies  
in the Eastern Sierra.

MBC is looking for talented delivery 
drivers and production packagers. 
Must be 25yo+, and have a 
good driving record, strong 
work ethic in sometimes 
challenging conditions and 
able to lift heavy loads. Class 
B driver’s license required 
for drivers (and rewarded 
with pay increase) within 2 
months of employment.

Pay starts at $15/hr with 
the ability to advance 
within the company. 
MBC offers excellent 
benefits including health 
& dental plan, paid-time 
off, tickets to events 
like Bluesapalooza and 
employee “Beer Bux”, used to 
purchase beer & merchandise in 
our tasting room.

APPLY ONLINE: 
MammothBrewingCo.com



*Buy any size Pizza, get the second one, same or lessor value for $5. Valid Monday thru Thursday for dine-in, take-out or delivery (where available). Delivery 
minimum and fee may apply.  Not valid for gift card or alcohol purchases. May not be used in combination with any other offer.  Must present original coupon. No 
photocopies accepted.  Redeemable only at location(s) listed.  No Cash value. Expires  03/31/17. ©2017 zpizza, International Inc.

Dine-In • Take-Out • Delivery • Catering

BUY ANY SIZE PIZZA
Get the second one, same 
or lessor value for $5*

MAMMOTH LAKES 
26 Old Mammoth Rd.
760) 934-5800

A slice above.
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A TOML driver flashes a thumbs-up on a 
run to the Town snow pit. 

PHOTO:REA

haulers have been doing since 
storms started slamming Mammoth 
beginning in January, dumping 20-
plus feet of snow in town in just over 
a month. 

Stacy Bardfield of Bravo Gardens, 
one of the Town of Mammoth Lakes’ 
contractors, laid the snow trucking 
process out for The Sheet: “Chuck 
Villar [a local contractor] runs the 
snow pit,” north of Highway 203, 
said Bardfield (the Town of Mam-
moth Lakes owns the pit, and con-
tracts it out to Villar). 

“So,” said Bardfield, “if somebody 
like Vons…wants to truck snow, they 
have to orchestrate three things: 
You have to get enough trucks, so 
you usually get 10-12 trucks through 
Kathy Hansen [Hansen brokers 
construction equipment through 
Conspec Incorporated, based in Lee 
Vining]. Then you have to verify that 
Jason Villar [Chuck’s son] will open 
the pit at the appropriate time. Then 
you get the loaders who do the snow 
removal, and the trucks line up, 9-10 
at a time, the loaders load them, 
the trucks drive the snow to the pit, 
drop it off, fill out a sheet telling the 
Villars how many truckloads they 
dumped…and then you just do 
loops.” 

The snow czar himself, Chuck 
Villar, told The Sheet on Wednesday 
that they’ve been keeping the snow 
pit open 24 hours a day, just to keep 
up with the demand. He didn’t know 
the acreage of the area, but said that 

TRUCKS
continued from page 1

his crews have filled and ramped the 
pit four times now, to keep up with 
both the steady stream of snow and 
the recent warm weather. 

“It’s got to be as hard as a road,” 
Villar said of the snow at the pit. 
Heavy equipment needs to be able 
to drive on the snow without sink-
ing, “so we have to compact it. We 
do that with a loader and a dozer. 
We even fill the bucket of the loader 
full of snow so it gives even more 
weight to it. Then we drive it around 
basically [to compact the snow].” 
Villar said keeping the snow man-
aged is crucial. “At times there could 
be 25-30 trucks going in there,” 
all adding to the behemoth pile of 
snow. Potholes develop in the ice, 
and his crew fills them. The recent 
spate of warm days has kept his crew 
busy trying to keep things safe and 
packed down as snow melts from 
underneath the man-made moun-
tain of snow.  

Unfortunately, your average civil-
ian isn’t allowed to get a gander at 
area due to safety concerns, but 
Villar kindly offered to drive The 
Sheet out to the area for a look—and 
impressive is an understatement. 

Huge, 18-wheel dump trucks filed 
up and down a road that looks like 
dirt, but is made of solid ice. Trucks 
dump their loads at the edge of a 
massive platform that is about 50 or 
60 feet tall, Villar guessed, the result 
of multiple levels of snow ramps 
and levels. Villa’s crew then push 

the piles of snow off the edge of 
the platform with loaders. “It’s best 
when the dump trucks can get right 
up to the edge, it’s less work for my 
guys,” said Villar, motioning ap-
provingly towards a Town of Mam-
moth Lakes dump truck driven by a 
smiling Town employee who flashed 
a thumbs-up. The tops of tower-
ing Jeffrey pines look like saplings, 
protected from damage by banks of 
snow deliberately pushed around 
them to form a barricade from mov-
ing equipment. 

Villar said it’s extremely difficult 
to calculate just how much snow 
has been trucked out of Mammoth 
so far, because of varying sizes of 
trucks, beds, and the fact that even if 
there were a standard cubic measure 
of all the trucks, the way the snow 
is heaped into the beds makes an 
estimation tough. “It’s such turmoil 
right now, because there’s so much 
hauling going on, but I’d say there’s 
a bunch,” Villar said with a laugh. He 
estimates that about 300-400 loads 
of snow per day are being dumped 
at the snow pit. 

For perspective, the National 
Guard’s Captain Martin told The 
Sheet that that Cal Guard crews 
removed more than 4,000 tons of 
snow from Mammoth in their four 
days here.

Steve Hansen, another co-owner 
of Conspec Incorporated, told The 
Sheet that most 18-wheel dump 
trucks are “probably hauling 30-40 

yards of snow,” but that measure is 
again tough to calculate in pounds 
or tons. “It just depends on whether 
it’s platinum powder or Sierra ce-
ment, it could weigh anywhere from 
200-300 pounds a yard up to 800 
pounds a yard.”

Hansen said on Thursday, March 
9 that his crews were working to get 
as much done as they can during the 
break in the weather. “I’ve had two 
days off since January 3,” he said. 

“So it’s kind of like a labor of love?” 
asked The Sheet.

 “More like a labor of lunacy,” said 
Hansen. 

PHOTO:REA

The Town snow pit isn’t open to looky-loos, but the views are incredible. 
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Photos by Bodine and Simpkins
An abundance of snow made this year’s June Lake Winter Festival on Saturday, March 4, a resounding success 
WINTER DELIVERS FOR JUNE LAKE FESTIVAL

Above: Telly Simpkins is ready for snowmobil-
ing. Below: Lucy Jacoby, 8, from June Lake was 
the only kid in the triathlon. 

Above: Ouch! Champion Martial Arts Academy’s entry in the 
snow sculpture contest was a doozy. Below: Dan Tonseth rips 
it up at the Snowmobile Rally and Poker Run at the June Lake 
Winter Festival, his wife Candice Tonseth on his tail.

Above: The Sierra Inn’s entry into the snow sculpture contest—a 
piece of pepperoni pizza. Below: Molly Jacoby gives some love to 
a Yeti, also know as Sinjin.
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I love California. I 

practically grew up in 

Phoenix.

”

“

-Dan Quayle

HORRORSCOPES
By Clouds McCloud

Pisces: As this next year of your 
life kicks off, you may be feeling a 
bit lonely or melancholy. Your key 
will be to use this downtime to rest 
up and reflect on what you liked or 
want to change from last year. Then, 
as spring commences, get back after 
it and remember that everything 
happens for a reason. Sometimes 
that reason is you made a dumbass 
decision.
Aries: To send your latest birth year 
off in style, and to celebrate the 
Stars feeling frisky, please select a 
new motto: A) “Save a tree. Eat a 
beaver!” B) “You say tomato. I say 
Clamato. You say potato. I say pants 
are overrated.” L) “Life is what you 
make it, so don’t make it out of pa-
per mache.”
Taurus: This much we know is true: 
We’re all insecure. We just handle it 
differently. We all need hugs. We all 
can all be a-holes. This much we’re 
not so sure of: Why former Vice-
President Dan Quayle said, “I love 
California. I practically grew up in 
Phoenix.” Or Donald Trump’s life-
form. Or why we keep trusting our 
eyes, when our hearts always know 
the real truth.
Gemini: Since it looks like life is 
still going to be a wee bit bumpy for 
you as winter bids farewell, Clouds 
wanted to remind you that better 
days are on the way. Therefore, your 
new good luck t-shirt should read 

either: “Irish I were drunk” or, bet-
ter yet: “Of course I talk to myself. 
Sometimes I need good advice.”
Cancer: The best thing most Can-
cerians can do for themselves is to 
laugh. After all, being serious and 
leading with your heart all the time 
can take its toll. So it’s great to laugh 
a bit everyday. To help, adopt one 
these as your new saying: “If you 
want more love, make it.” “If you 
want more hope, 
be hopeful.” “If 
you want more 
cowbell, you’re 
not alone.” 
Leo: Since lots 
of good karma 
and miracles 
are starting to 
blossom in Leos’ 
lives like fields 
full of tulips and 
daffodils, be sure 
to stop and smell 
the flowers. 
Heck, roll around 
naked in them, just be careful for 
bees. They play an important role 
in the ecosystem and it hurts if they 
sting you in the bum. To help, follow 
the words of Eckhart Tolle: “Being at 
ease with not knowing is crucial for 
answers to come to you.”
Virgo: It looks like you’re in the 
midst of a great time to deal with 
anything that has become burden-

some or buried or something that 
needs to be dealt with. To help 
make sure you don’t get stuck in the 
muck of denial or perhaps block a 
dream trip to someplace like the 
Nile, stay positive. To help take any 
good looking shots that come your 
way, be they a Three Pointer, Wheat 
Grass, Maalox or Maker’s Mark.
Libra: It looks like the Stars are 
aligning in lucky and prosperous 

angles for you. To 
make the most of 
this good karma, 
please be sure to 
1) Accept that you 
deserve it. 2)Be 
open to change. 
7) Try not to tell 
people you soar 
past to go suck an 
egg, or anything 
else for that mat-
ter.
Scorpio: If the 
current political 
state in America 

has got you down, perhaps you 
should consider moving to Canada, 
or at least taking a more Canadian 
attitude towards life, eh? Cana-
dians are known for being kind 
and friendly. Their “President” has 
vowed to legalize marijuana and 
they offer free health care. They 
love donuts, hockey, the Bare Naked 
Ladies and Ryan Gosling. And the 

best reason of all: Canada is always 
red and white, but never blue.
Sagittarius: It’s probably feel-
ing like your life is one big vision 
quest. Sure, some of this is probably 
caused by acid flashbacks or as the 
result of a blow to the noggin, but 
most of it caused by the fact that a 
vision quest is exactly what life is. 
You visualize it and then it becomes 
so. So maybe it’s about time you 
start working on your creative visu-
alization, and then reward yourself 
with some procreative visualization.
Capricorn: For the good albeit ex-
tremely stubborn folks of this sign, 
it all comes down to the simple 
fact that you’re at your best when 
feeling appreciated. Of course, ap-
preciation always starts with self, so 
try appreciating all your blessings, 
especially the small ones. And select 
your new self-help book from either 
Eckhart Tolle or Guru Pitka’s classic: 
“Does It Hurt When You Do That? 
Well Then Don’t Do That!”
Aquarius: This much we know is 
true: Aquarians love to over-analyze 
things and then go with your gut 
decision anyway; Aquarians are at 
their best when the pressure is on; 
Aquarians are hopeless romantics; 
Clouds likes to use semi-colons; 
Aquarians can be know-it-alls, 
which the rest of us don’t mind so 
long as you’re also show-it-alls.
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New Luxury Townhomes with Alpine Golf Course and Athletic Club Minutes from Mammoth Mountain.

3-4 BEDROOMS UP TO 2,742 SQ. FT. • FROM THE UPPER $700,000’s • SALES 877-766-9275 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM

NEW RELEASE OF LUXURY TOWNHOMES NOW SELLING!

All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalBRE #01812140. Another Luxury Development by The Chadmar Group

A NEW
HOME 

FOR 
FAMILY

FUN
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