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Andrew and Amanda Kovanis, owners of Nakid Imagination, show 
off their wares in Bishop. The Kovanis’ will participate in the Holiday 
Craft Bazaar in Bishop on Saturday, December 2. See their story, p. 
12. 
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A NEW HOPE

40 ACRES AND A VIEW
Bob Stark’s “life’s work” comes to fruition in Chalfant
By Bodine

A 45-parcel manufactured 
home subdivision is 
being developed near 

Chalfant Valley. The principal 
on the project, Bob Stark of 
Tumbleweed Homes, said this 
could be the last large-scale 
housing development on the 
Eastside because there is so 
little land left to build on. 

This project, dubbed White 
Mountain Estates Phase II, has 
been in the works for more 
than 13 years. Stark submitted 
an application to develop the 
70-acre site in the southeast 
corner of Mono County in 
2004. Four years into the proj-

BORN TO RUN

ect, the nation’s housing mar-
ket and economy collapsed. 
The project was put on hold 
until this year, when Stark 
thought the market could sup-
port the development. 

There are 45  manufactured 
home lots; 30 on half-acre 
lots and 15 that are a little 
larger than a half-acre, Stark 
explained. The entire parcel is 
70 acres but only 40 or so are 
developable, so the leftover 
acreage will be used as com-
munal open space. It’s located 
uphill from White Mountain 
Estates Phase I.

see CHALFANT, page 6

ONE WAY TO CUT DOWN A TREE
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NIH’s Dr. Tom McNamara provides non-opioid chronic pain treatment
By Giles

Ena Bernor was a hard-
working single mom 
when she first began 

to experience chronic back 
pain. Staying home or taking 
time off was not in the cards, 
and she worked through her 
pain for several years before it 
became intolerable. She finally 
filed a workman’s compensa-
tion claim (at 5’2”, she was 
regularly tasked with lifting 
100-pound containers at her 
job) and started seeking medi-
cal advice. 

Bernor was told by several 
physicians that the only hope 
for alleviating her back pain 
permanently was surgery. 
They ordered restrictions on 
what she could and couldn’t 
do at work, and told her she 
would need to have her neck 
pulled away from her spine in 
an operation that would cost 
her $7-8,000 out of pocket. 
It would also leave her with 

see HOPE, page 13

a fused spine, a task they 
planned to accomplish by 
taking bone from her hip. She 
was told that there was no 
guarantee the surgery would 
alleviate her pain.

Bernor did not get sur-
gery and continued to work 
to support her family. She 
declined her doctor’s offers 
of pain medication. She held 
out for five or six years, until 
she had trouble leaving her 
home and eventually her bed. 
Around that time, Bernor was 
prescribed a Fentanyl Trans-
dermal Patch for an unrelated 
procedure by a pain doctor. 

According to the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse, 
Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid 
similar to morphine; except 
that it is 50 to 100 times more 
potent. Bernor found the 
Fentanyl alleviated her back 
pain and the pain from her 
surgery—at first. “The fentanyl 

patch treated the excruciat-
ing pain until it didn’t. It was 
like my body got used to it, 
and after a while, it was not 
killing the pain like it had in 
the beginning,” said Bernor. 
Her doctor switched her 
prescription, adding another 
opioid, called Dilauded, or 
hydromorphone. She started 
taking three Dilaudid pills a 
day in addition to using the 
Fentanyl patch. When she told 
her doctor that the medication 
was no longer easing her pain, 
her dose was doubled. Eventu-
ally, Dilaudid stopped working 
altogether, and she switched 
to taking three to four Percoset 
a day. 

Bernor said she took pain 
medication daily for about 
nine years. She said the        
prescription opioids never got 
rid of her pain, but did take 
the edge off. “They made me 

A car overturned on an icy Meridian Street on Tuesday, November 28, which required an extraction. The 
driver is still in critical condition as of press time. See briefs, p. 4 and more photos, p. 2. 

PHOTO: LUNCH

Piper Kastor (daughter of Olympian Deena) doesn’t fall far from the 
tree—she was at the front of the line to race Mammoth’s Turkey Trot. 
See more photos, p. 9. 
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By Lunch 
VACANCY

Bishop City Council met Monday to discuss a burgeoning problem in 
the city—empty storefronts. 

As City Manager Jim Tatum said at the outset of the storefront 
workshop, if you polled the community, 70 to 80 percent of residents 
would reference the number of empty storefronts as a serious public is-
sue. 

Inyo County Associate Planner Elaine Kabala said that a recent plan-
ning department survey indicated that Bishop has 22 vacant commercial 
buildings which represent approximately 130,000 square feet of dormant 
space. 

While approximately half of that 130,000 square feet is in the old Kmart 
building behind Taco Bell, which has sat largely empty for the past two 
decades, there are other buildings which are not only empty, but actively 
not being shopped. 

Kabala said in 8 of 22 cases, the buildings are sitting dormant by choice. 
Some owners (Kabala estimates three) are actually using their buildings 
as storage units. 

Certain communities, said Tatum, have enacted “vacancy” ordinances 
in an attempt to encourage fix up and/or rental of vacant properties. 

Bishop Council members (particularly Karen Schwartz and Laura 
Smith) and members of the public expressed reticence at resorting to any 
type of legislation. 

As Robin Bolser of the Great Basin Bakery said, solutions don’t come 
from government ordinances, but rather from the Chamber, investors 
and community leaders. 

She said the Chamber of Commerce should be supported more and of-
fered to pay higher dues. 

Amanda Kovanis, a local entrepreneur who has founded a t-shirt com-
pany with her husband (see related profile on page 12), observed that a 
lot of the issue has to do with the changing face of retail. 

While a landlord may wish to rent his/her whole building to one busi-
ness or entity, even at a dollar a foot, your typical startup doesn’t have the 
means to make a go. 

A person like Nunez may want a portion of a space, perhaps a few hun-
dred square feet. 

Gigi De Jong suggested a co-work type space would be the perfect fit for 
the old JC Penney building. 

Cindy Meinke-Schoerner, who owns EarthFood Revolution (EFR) Ca-
terers, said she reviewed 18 buildings as possible locations for EFR, but 
found that most were old, and that the cost to bring up them up to code 
would be exorbitant. Great spots and tons of character, she observed, but 
it doesn’t seem as if the prospective tenants or landlords have the capital 
to make the necessary improvements. 

Tatum said this was an important first step in a continuing dialogue. 
Councilman Jim Ellis suggested that perhaps the city host a “dot” meet-

ing to gather further input (in such meetings, people are given little stick-
ers to express preferences on placards or maps, and it’s all very colorful 
and quickly forgotten), but once I heard dot meeting, I had to put down 
my pen. Suggestion of a dot meeting, along with any suggestion to hire a 
consultant, is the surest sign a politician has lost his mind and a meeting 
has run its course. 

ICE AND SPEED DON’T MIX

More photos of the car that overturned on Meridian Boulevard on Tuesday, November 
28. For the full police report, see briefs, page 4. 

Photos by Lunch 
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SEASON LONG FAMILY FUN
Get ready to hit California’s family mountain on Opening Day and save 

$80 before pass prices go up. As always, kids 12 and under ski/ride 
FREE. Buy your pass now for unlimited winter fun this season.

June Mountain Season Pass
ONLY $399
Price goes up Dec 16

888.JUNEMTN 
JUNEMOUNTAIN.COM

LOCAL NEWS
By Bodine

STEALING FROM THE NEEDY
Andreas apprehended for stealing from the Inyo Mono Association for the Handicapped ‘s Bishop Thrift Store

Bishop Police officers appre-
hended 21-year-old Dan John 
Andreas III inside the Inyo 

Mono Association for the Handi-
capped (IMAH) Thrift Store late in the 
evening on Wednesday, November 22, 
the day before Thanksgiving. Jenny 
Park, IMAH Program Director, said 
the man was caught with clothes and 
merchandise. He also tore a camera 
off the wall and smashed it, thinking 
there was only one and not know-
ing there was an alarm. Park said the 
camera will be expensive to replace.

Park said that in the past, people 
have broken in to start fires or def-
ecate on the floor. Burglars found 
their way into the store in September, 
making off with knick-knacks. Ironi-
cally, Park said that if someone came 
in during business hours needing a 
jacket they couldn’t afford but need-
ed, she said she’d probably give it to 
them. 

Wednesday’s burglary set off an 
alarm that alerted authorities, but 
Park said there’s no security system in 
place where donations are dropped 
off; a small outdoor area sandwiched 
between a truck, a fence and Warren 
Street. After hours, people pick, toss 

and sort through the donations, tak-
ing what they want without paying.

Park said those donations are the 
property of IMAH and taking any of 
those items is theft. “When you drive 
past someone’s home and you see a 
bicycle out in front, do you think it’s 
yours to take because it’s out front 
and nobody’s watching it?” she asked 
in a post on Facebook.

Stealing from IMAH isn’t taking 

money from a government-funded 
organization or business owner, but 
from IMAH’s clients—adults with 
developmental disabilities. IMAH 
receives monetary donations from the 
community, but Park said it’s the thrift 
store that keeps the program running.

Currently, 29 adults are enrolled in 
the program. All have worked at the 
store, and some have moved out into 
the community, finding employment 
at preschools, with the City of Bishop, 

at local coffee shops, and one at Man-
zanar Historic Site, Park said. Most 
clients work part-time and study life 
skills like learning to cook or plan a 
meal and balance a checkbook. Some 
clients transition into living indepen-
dently in the community through 
skills they learn at IMAH. 

“The clients run the store,” Park 
said. “They do everything. Everyone 
who steals from us should have to 
work with the clients so they can see 
who they’re stealing from.”

Park said she plans on putting up 
signs and more cameras, and asked 
people to drop off their donations 
during business hours (8:30 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday-Friday), when clients 
and workers can sort through dona-
tions and can issue a receipt for a 
tax-deductible donation. For larger 
estate-size donations, IMAH will pick 
up the stuff, free of charge.

Andreas was charged with felony 
burglary, possession of prescription 
drugs, possession of a controlled 
substance, and vandalism. He is cur-
rently being held at Inyo County Jail 
on $115,000 bail. The Bishop Police 
Department did not return calls for 
comment to The Sheet.

Dan John Andreas III. 
PHOTO:  INYO COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

IMAH Thrift Store Manager Oscar Rico 
next to the wall of donations located at 
the rear of the store. Items are being stolen 
while staff is away at night. 

PHOTO:BODINE
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By Sheet Staff
LOCAL BRIEFS

Car crashes, takes out tree

On Tuesday, November 28, the 
Mammoth Lakes Police Department 
responded to a rollover traffic collision 
on Meridian Boulevard near Villa Vista 
Drive at approximately 1 p.m.

Upon arrival, officers found the 
driver with life-threatening injuries. 
The Mammoth Lakes Fire Department 
extricated the single occupant and 
Mono County Paramedics transported 
her to Mammoth Hospital.

The preliminary investigation de-
termined that the silver 2018 Toyota 
Camry was traveling westbound on 
Meridian Boulevard at a high rate of 
speed when the driver lost control of 
the vehicle. Due to the unsafe speeds 
for the road conditions, the vehicle 
crossed over all lanes of traffic, collid-
ed with a raised curb, and then struck 
a rock, which subsequently propelled 
the vehicle into a tree.

The cause of the collision is still be-
ing investigated and it is not yet known 
if alcohol and/or drugs played a factor. 
Details will follow as the investigation 
continues.

According to Hannah DeGoey, Assis-
tant to Police Chief Al Davis and Public 
Information Officer for the Mammoth 
Lakes Police Department, the driver 
was life-flighted out of Mammoth 
Hospital to a Nevada hospital on the 
evening of Tuesday, November 28. As 
of Wednesday morning, she was in 
critical condition. 

Deer foils big rig driver

On November 20, 2017 at 10:15 
p.m. big rig driver Dennis Morton of 
Dayton, Nevada overturned his Peter-
bilt big rig on Highway 395 near the 
turnoff for Bodie State Park. Morton 
told the California Highway Patrol that 
he was driving southbound at about 
55 miles per hour when a deer entered 
the roadway from the left shoulder and 
crossed directly in front of his truck. 
Due to another truck traveling in the 
northbound lane, Morton attempted 
to avoid the deer and drove over the 
shoulder and struck the guardrail. As 
he attempted to steer away from the 
guardrail, his vehicle broke through 
and continued down off the roadway 
and into an embankment. Morton was 
uninjured. The Sheet does not know 
whether the deer made it.  

This is not a drill

Crews working for the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey Research Drilling Unit are 
expected to begin work on a ground-
water monitoring well in the northwest 
portion of the Mammoth Mountain RV 
Park in Mammoth Lakes, starting the 
week of November 27.

Drilling operations will run up to 12 
hours per day, seven days per week, 
for about two weeks. The work is being 
conducted under an agreement with 
the Bureau of Land Management’s 
Bishop Field Office.

The BLM, in coordination with the 
Inyo National Forest, Mammoth Lakes 
Ranger District, approved the well 
installation as part of the Groundwater 
Monitoring and Response Plan for the 
Casa Diablo IV Geothermal Develop-
ment Project. Mammoth Mountain RV 
Park operates on National Forest Sys-
tem land under a Special Use Permit 
with the Inyo National Forest.

Residents and visitors should antici-
pate increased activity and vehicular 
traffic in and near the RV Park, includ-
ing Main Street (California State Route 
203), Thompson Way and the bike 
path in front of the RV Park. For more 
information on this project, contact 
Geologist Mark Spendel, BLM Bishop 
Field Office, at 760.872.5012.

Climber breaks back in fall on Half 
Dome

San Diego climber Alex Doria is 
recovering after surviving a 50-foot 
fall while climbing on Yosemite’s half 
dome. Doria told ABC News that his 
foot slipped while he was climbing 
Half Dome in mid-November, resulting 
in a fall down the granite face of the 
monolith. Doria broke his back, ribs, 
wrist and foot, but was airlifted off of 
Half Dome by Yosemite Search and 
Rescue (YOSAR). The father of two is 
expected to fully recover. He told ABC 
News that doctors told him had he 
fallen any differently, he would have 
been paralyzed. 

YOSAR member dies in Yosemite 

Yosemite Search and Rescue (YO-
SAR) member and Himalayan Cataract 
Project volunteer Niels Tietze died dur-
ing a rapelling accident on Yosemite’s 
Fifi Buttress in Yosemite Valley on No-
vember 16. Tietze’s brother Eric died in 
a fall in the Grand Tetons in 2012 and 
his brother Kyle died in 2010 in Salt 
Lake City, Utah. Family members ask 
that donations be made to the Himala-
yan Cataract Project in his honor. 

Niels Tietze.
PHOTO COURTESY NICOJAH PARCO
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DIVVYING UP A DWINDLING POT

The Mono County Economic 
Development, Tourism and 
Film Commission allocated 

its yearly marketing dollars at its 
meeting on Tuesday, November 28, 
splitting monies evenly between the 
four communities that requested 
marketing dollars for their events. 
The Mono County Community 
Event Marketing Fund (CEMF) 
consists of $20,000, said Economic 
Development Director and Film 
Commissioner Alicia Vennos. That 
program is administered by the 
Commission and the Economic De-
velopment Department and is ap-
proved by the Mono County Board 
of Supervisors as an expenditure 
from the General Fund. 

Jeff Simpson, Mono County Eco-
nomic Development Manager, told 
the group of event 
organizers gath-
ered at the BOS 
offices in Mam-
moth on Tuesday 
there used to be 
“$50,000 for [event 
marketing], then 
it dropped to 
$40,000.” The BOS 
approved $20,000 
for marketing at 
its meeting in Au-
gust. “That deci-
sion is made with 
the Supervisors,” 
Simpson noted, 
asking applicants 
for the money to 
“talk to your lo-
cal Supervisors” 
about how impor-
tant marketing dollars are for their 
events. 

The Commission agreed to split 
the $20,000 evenly between the four 
communities that applied for mon-
ey—Antelope Valley, Bridgeport, 
June Lake, and Mammoth Lakes. 

Author Jennifer Crittenden asked 
for marketing dollars for a new 
proposed event, the Mammoth 
Lakes Book Festival, saying she had 
several authors already interested 
in participating. That festival would 
be held in conjunction with the 
Southern Mono Historical Society’s 
Jazz by the Creek event. 

Chris Long, who headed the 
Commission subcommittee for the 
CEMF, said that she felt it was im-
portant to assist new events, such 
as a new geocaching event present-
ed by the Northern Mono Chamber 
of Commerce. “My impression was 
the largest consideration was given 
to length of time the event has been 
ongoing,” said Long. “We wanted 
newer events to receive the most 
recognition and assistance.” 

This idea came into play when 
Long recommended that the CEMF 
not fund advertising for the Mam-
moth Gran Fondo, which has been 
held for 20 years. Caroline Casey, 
Event Production Manager at Mam-
moth Mountain Ski Area (speaking 
on behalf of Lindsey Barksdale, 
Executive Director of the Mammoth 
Mountain Community Foundation), 

said that the Gran Fondo brings 
a great deal of business to Mono 
County and that their advertising 
budget is only $12,000 each year. 

“It’s been 20 years and I think it 
has to stand alone now,” said Long. 
“I think it can and I think it should. 
It does injustice to other events that 
are happening in the area.” 

Casey said that the Gran Fondo 
brings “hundreds of room nights 
[and] thousands of dollars to all 
communities” in Mono County. 

Committee Chairman Michael 
Vanderhurst said that he felt the 
$5,000 for the community of Mam-
moth Lakes should be split evenly 
among the five events that applied 
for advertising dollars. 

“I think its important to sponsor 
all events, no matter how overly 

successful or un-
derly [sic] success-
ful they’ve been,” 
said Committee 
member Sarah 
Walsh. 

Liz Grans, Eco-
nomic Develop-
ment Assistant, 
urged those re-
ceiving dollars to 
spend what they 
were awarded. She 
noted that monies 
not spent go back 
into the Mono 
County General 
Fund. Last winter, 
June Lake Winter 
Fest only spent 
$750 of its allotted 
$2,000. “We’re not 

going to let that happen again,” said 
Winter Fest organizer Ralph Lock-
hart. 

“If you don’t use it, you lose it,” 
said Vanderhurst, to which Long 
added, “if you don’t use the money, 
[you’re] robbing it from someone 
else.” 

Money is not to be spent on 
advertising in the Eastern Sierra, 
Grans said, but can be spent on 
platforms like Facebook which 
reach both local and non-local 
audiences. 

By Rea
Applicants vie for $20,000 in Mono County marketing dollars 

The CEMF distributions for 2018 
are as follows: 

Antelope Valley (Walker/Coleville/
Topaz): 

•	 $2,000 for the Antelope Valley 
Geocache Event  (June 15-17, 
2018).

•	 $2,000 for the Antelope Valley 
Birding Festival (September 
8-9, 2018).

•	 $1,000 for the Eastern Si-
erra ATV/UTV Jamboree (Sep-
tember 11-15, 2018).

The three events above are hosted 
by the Northern Mono Chamber of 
Commerce.

Bridgeport: 
•	 $3,000 for the Bridgeport 

Autumn Festival (September 
29, 2018).

•	 $2,000 for the Bridgeport 
Fish Fest & Poker Run (July 
27-28, 2018).

•	 The Bridgeport Founders 
Day Celebration (August 31 
- September 2, 2018) was not 
funded.  

•	 The Bridgeport Trout Tourna-
ment (hosted by the Bridge-
port Fish Enhancement Foun-
dation) was not funded. 

The three events above are hosted 
by the Bridgeport Chamber of Com-
merce.

June Lake: 
•	 $3,500 for the June Lake Jam 

Fest  (Hosted by the Mono 
Arts Council, September 8-9, 
2018). 

•	 $1,500 for the June Lake 
Winter Festival (Hosted by the 
June Lake Chamber of Com-
merce, March 3, 2018). 

Mammoth Lakes:
•	 $1,000 for the Eastern Sierra 

History Conference (Hosted 
by the Eastern Sierra Inter-
pretive Foundation, October 
26-28, 2018). 

•	 $1,000 for the Mammoth Gran 
Fondo (Hosted by the Mam-
moth Mountain Community 
Foundation, September 8, 
2018). 

•	 $1,000 for the Eastern Sierra 
Symphony’s Spring Wood-
winds event (Date to be 
confirmed, possibly May 4-5, 
2018). 

•	 $1,000 for the Southern Mono 
Historical Society’s Jazz by the 
Creek/Mammoth Lakes Book 
Festival (Jazz is July 8, 2018). 

•	 $1,000 for the Mam-
moth Events and Wedding 
Expo (Hosted by the Mam-
moth Lakes Chamber of Com-
merce, April 21, 2018). 

It’s been 20 years and 

I think [the Gran Fondo] 

has to stand alone 

now... It does injustice 

to other events that are 

happening in the area. 

”

“

-Chris Long
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They need to be here 

at school and if we can’t 

figure this out, it’s going 

to be very difficult for 

them to get here. I’m 

alarmed by that. 

”

“

-Barry Simpson

CHALFANT
continued from page 1

Every lot has a view of the Sierra 
Nevada to the west, along with pre-
installed water, power, propane, and 
telephone connections. The land is 
included in the price of the sale. The 
homes will be built to order. Homes 
will go up as plots sell, and Stark ex-
pects that once they do, there will not 
be a lot of inventory to choose from 
at the site.

The manufactured homes can 
be outfitted with custom cabinets, 
crown molding, granite counter-
tops and two-tray 
ceilings, all for an 
additional price. 
Stark claims he’s 
selling the up-
grades at cost. A 
3-bedroom, 2-bath 
home, 15,000-
18,000 square feet, 
will be priced in 
the $350,000 range, 
including the land 
on which it sits. 
The final price will 
be determined 
by the size of the 
home desired, extra built-in features, 
and the results of an upcoming ap-
praisal. Stark is working on finishing 
the first home, and its appraisal will 
better define the price point for the 
other houses.

Buying land can be a rarity in a 
place where the Los Angeles Depart-
ment of Water and Power owns about 
70 percent of all the private land in 
Inyo and Mono counties combined. 
Additionally, there is currently not 
enough housing to meet the popula-
tion demands of the unincorporated 
portions of Mono county, in which 
the property resides.

In The Sheet’s November 18 article 
“An Arm and a Leg,” it was reported 
that BBC Research and Consult-
ing, the firm hired to update Mono 
County’s Housing Needs Assessment 
for the first time since 2005, had 
found that 50 to 100 units of hous-
ing were needed to meet the current 
need for housing, as of Fall 2017. BBC 
Research and Consulting said 70 new 
units will be necessary to accommo-
date projected population and job 
growth in the region.

BBC Research and Consulting also 

found that, as of mid-November, 
there were only 10 homes for sale in 
Mono County for less than $350,000. 
At that time there were 118 homes for 
sale in Mono County, 108 of which 
were priced at $350,000 or more. 
For perspective, any single person 
making less than $42,500 per year in 
Mono County is considered low to 
moderate income, according to stan-
dards set by the Federal Department 
of Housing and Urban Development. 

The Town of Mammoth Lakes has 
an even more dire 
housing crunch, 
and the Housing 
Needs Assessment 
indicated that 
the surrounding 
unincorporated 
towns were not 
likely to be able to 
meet Mammoth’s 
housing needs. 
Town Councilman 
Bill Sauser has long 
expressed interest 
in building af-
fordable housing 

down-valley.
Located off Highway 6, about 12 

minutes from Bishop, the devel-
opment seems a likely commuter 
community, but Stark expects his 
clientele to be retirees. He explained 
Bishop has long been a destination 
for retirees. Families from Bishop 
want to stay in town, close to schools 
and activities.  

“The commute would kill them,” 
says Stark.

He predicts White Mountain Es-
tates Phase II will be the last, large 
subdivision to be built in the area for 
a while. He says there’s just not much 
developable land left. 

Stark was proud to say he has sold 
more than 1,200 homes in the area 
since getting his real estate license 
in 1971; 1,000 in Ridgecrest and 200 
in the Bishop area. He claims to be 
the most prolific home seller and 
developer on the Eastside in the last 
20 years. His vast experience is being 
poured into Phase II. 

“This is the culmination of my en-
tire career, my life’s work,” said Stark. 

—Giles contributed to this story.

Bob Stark, owner of Tumbleweed Homes, at his 70-acre subdivision located above White 
Mountain Estates. There will be 45 parcels for sale with land included in the purchase.

PHOTO: BODINE

This is the culmination 

of my entire career, my 

life’s work.

”

“

-Bob Stark

By Giles

A DEARTH OF DRIVERS
Bishop Unified considers cutting bus service to Benton, Chalfant

According to Bishop Unified 
School District (BUSD) Super-
intendent Barry Simpson, the 

district is considering eliminating 
bus service to Chalfant for the 2018-
2019 school year. 

Simpson said this week that the 
District does not have enough bus 
drivers, nor has it been successful in 
its efforts to hire new bus drivers. He 
said sufficient funding is available, 
but that if another bus driver is not 
hired by next school year, he will be 
forced to eliminate a bus route. 

  Chalfant is part of the Eastern Si-
erra Unified School District (ESUSD). 
However, enrollment at ESUSD’s 
Benton school, Edna Beamon El-
ementary, has declined in the last 
several years. According to Simpson, 
the school was once Kindergarten 
through grade 8, and now only of-
fers grades kindergarten through 5. 
The next closest ESUSD middle and 
high schools are in Lee Vining. As 
a result, many, if 
not most Benton, 
Hammil Valley, and 
Chalfant students 
enroll in BUSD for 
middle and high 
school, under an 
Interdistrict Agree-
ment. For each of 
its students who 
enroll in BUSD, 
ESUSD pays BUSD 
roughly $10,000. 

Additionally, 
ESUSD has his-
torically provided 
a bus to bring 
students in Benton 
and Hammil Valley 
that are enrolled in 
BUSD to Chalfant, 
where they, along 
with students in Chalfant who are 
enrolled in BUSD, are bused by BUSD 
to Bishop. 

Simpson said the bus to Chalfant 
and Benton serves 45 to 55 students.

Leslie Allen, a resident of Chalf-
ant who has a kindergartner and a 
4th grader who use BUSD’s bus to 
get to school in Bishop, said she was 
concerned that kids with parents 
who did not have access to transpor-
tation in Benton will not be able to 
get to school if BUSD eliminates its 
bus service to Chalfant. “Some kids 
have parents who work in Mammoth 
Lakes, and some kids have parents 
who don’t leave Benton. It’s a 40-mile 
commute for those kids,” said Allen. 

ESUSD Superintendent Don Clark 
confirmed in an email that ESUSD 
was unable to provide bus service 
from Benton and Hammil Valley to 
Chalfant this week because a bus 
driver was stranded in Arizona due to 
car troubles over Thanksgiving break. 
Allen said she noticed a substantial 
decrease in the number of students 
on the Chalfant bus this week. “Did 
those kids get to school?” she asked. 

Simpson said that it has been 
difficult to recruit bus drivers in his 
district since he arrived in the early 
2000s. He said he once spent six 
months driving a bus while work-

ing as the principal at Round Valley 
school to fill in for a bus driver whose 
position they couldn’t fill. 

Simpson said low wages, split 
shifts, and the part-time nature of 
the job are all reasons it is difficult to 
retain and hire bus drivers. He said it 
is a statewide trend. Simpson said the 
job requires drug testing and exten-
sive training. 

BUSD has tried to retain drivers 
by offering them work as grounds-
keepers to allow them to be full-time 
employees. “The cost of living here 
is high,” said Simpson. “Somebody 
can’t move here and make a living as 
a bus driver.”

He said low wages are part of the 
problem. Simpson provided the most 
recent job posting for the position, 
which offered $15.31 as a starting 
hourly wage. He said the District 
is looking at raising that rate and 
possibly offering bonuses to drivers, 
but that any salary changes must be 

negotiated with the 
union before they 
can be initiated, a 
process Simpson 
said can take time.

BUSD receives 
transportation 
funding from the 
State of Califor-
nia. Simpson said 
those funds cover 
about half the cost 
of busing students 
to his district’s 
schools. He said 
that, according to 
state law, BUSD 
is not required 
to provide trans-
portation to and 
from school for its 
students. The dis-

trict is only legally bound to provide 
transport for students who receive 
special education services. 

“The real concern is that we have 
needy students who need to get to 
school in Benton,” said Simpson, 
referring to low income students 
and students who live on the Ben-
ton Paiute Tribe Reservation. “They 
need to be here at school and if we 
can’t figure this out, it’s going to be 
very difficult for them to get here. 
I’m alarmed by that,” said Simpson. 
He said that if a bus route has to be 
cut, it seems most fair to cut the only 
route that services students who 
don’t live within the district boundar-
ies.

Clark said there is no plan to dis-
continue bussing from Benton and 
Hammil Valley to Chalfant at this 
time, and that the two districts have 
been discussing transportation op-
tions for the region’s students. 

Bussing to Chalfant is scheduled 
for discussion, with no final action to 
be taken, at the December 14 Bishop 
Unified School District Board meet-
ing. The meeting starts at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Carl Lind boardroom at the 
Bishop Unified High School Library.  
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Mono County Supervisors held 
a public hearing on November 
7 concerning 2017 Commu-

nity Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
funding and applications. The County 
has big ambitions to apply for grants to 
help residents buy homes, but hardly 
any units exist within Mono county 
that are affordable enough for pro-
spective buyers to be eligible for grant 
funding to purchase them. 

CDBG is a federal program that pro-
vides funding from the Federal Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment (HUD) through the State of 
California. Locally, CDBG funds have 
been used to facilitate construction 
of the June Lake Community Center, 
rehabilitation of the Mono County 
Courthouse, installation of a better 
water purification system at Sierra East 
Mobile Home Park, and Mono Coun-
ty’s First Time Homebuyer program. 

New for this year’s round of fund-
ing, CDBG funds will include financial 
support for landlords who which to 
rehabilitate their long-term rental 
properties, in addition to first-time 
homebuyer grants. Landlords can 
apply for grant funding for winteriza-
tion or repairs to a unit, provided that 
home is rented to an income-qualify-
ing tenant.

Mono County is requesting $1.6 
million in CDBG grants for 2018. The 
County has requested $1 million for 
the First Time Homebuyers Assistance 
and Rehabilitation Program, $500,000 
for child care related services, and 
$100,000 for technical support. 

Jennifer Halferty, Executive Direc-
tor of Mammoth Lakes Housing, told 
The Sheet that 13 households have 
been successful in finding a home in 
Mono county through the First Time 
Homebuyer assistance program since 
its implementation in 2006. Mammoth 
Lakes Housing is responsible for ad-
ministering the First Time Homebuy-
ers assistance program in Mammoth 
Lakes. She said on November 16 that 
funds from the program are currently 
being used to assist a family in June 
Lake in purchasing their own home 
and assisting another family that is 
considering buying a deed-restricted 
property in Mammoth Lakes.

There are income qualifications for 
the First Time Homebuyer program. 
Those defined as low to moderate 
income, or LMIs, who earn 30 percent 
or less of the median income in the 
county qualify. According to Halferty, 
35 percent of the Town’s residents are 
LMIs. According to HUD, the median 
income for Mono County was $75,800 
in 2017, with an LMI limit of $42,500 
for a single individual, and $60,650 for 
a family of four. 

According to Halferty, a First Time 
Homebuyer is defined as anyone 
who has not owned a home in the 
three years prior to applying for funds 
through the program. According to 
information from Mammoth Lakes 
Housing, applicants below 50 percent 
of the HUD Area Median Income can 
get loans with interest rates as low 
as zero percent. Applicants earning 

By Bodine

Mono homes too costly to be eligible for homebuyer assistance

50-80 percent of the median can get 
loans with interest rates as low as three 
percent.

Applicants must apply for homes 
worth $380,000 or less. She added that 
inventory is low for homes in this price 
range. According to research conduct-
ed by BBC Research and Consulting, 
the firm that Mono County hired to 
update its Housing Needs Assessment 
this year, there were only five homes 
for sale in Mammoth Lakes for less 
than $380,000 in mid-November. Four 
were described as “log cabins.”

In The Sheet’s November 18 story 
“An Arm and a Leg,” Bodine reported 
that BBC Research and Consulting 
had found only six homes available for 
less than $380,000 elsewhere in Mono 
County.

Halferty said that the First Time 
Homebuyers program is designed to 
help people find a place to live for the 
long term, not a place that can be sold 
for profit. Once funding recipients 
leave a home, the mortgage comes 
due.

Halferty said the First Time Home-
buyers program also provides gap 
funding assistance. For example, a po-
tential candidate for the program may 
have a secured loan but not the money 
for a down payment. In some cases, 
the program can fill the gap by provid-
ing funds for a down payment. 

INELIGIBLE
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PHOTO COURTESY OF CODY TOWNSEND

(L-R): Cody Townsend will speak this Saturday in Mammoth Lakes. To the left, 
Townsend prepares to drop into a steep couloir above Tioga Pass.

Professional free skier Cody Townsend to talk risk management, close calls, and big lines at ESAC’s annual fundraiser
By Giles

THE MOST INSANE SKI LINE EVER

In 2014, Powder Magazine called 
Cody Townsend’s ski descent of 
something known as “The Crack,” a 

six-foot-wide, needle-thin couloir on 
a peak in the Tordrillo Mountains of 
Southwest Alaska, The Line of the Year. 
Skiing Magazine called the long, 60-de-
gree couloir “the most insane ski line 
ever,” and the footage of Townsend’s 
descent, captured in the film “Days of 
My Youth,” has received over 50 million 
hits on social media. When Townsend 
shot through the feature, he clocked in 
at 70 miles per hour. Townsend is the 
speaker for this year’s Eastern Sierra 
Avalanche Association (ESAC) fund-
raiser, on Saturday, December 2.  

Townsend grew up in Santa Cruz, 
but skied in the Mighty Mites program 
at Squaw Valley starting at age two. 
When he was 15, he started following 
free skiing pioneers Scott Gaffney, JT 
Holmes, and Shane McConkey around 
his home mountain. “I just followed 
them around for a good year and tried 
to keep up. They didn’t even know who 
I was. I’m sure they were like, ‘who’s 
this kid?’” Eventually the crew invited 
him to ski with them, and Townsend 
started dropping cliffs, doing aerial 
tricks, and doing his best to keep up 
in the side and backcountry. “I’m still 
star-struck about it, all these years lat-
er,” reflected Townsend, who remained 
friends with McConkey until his death 
in a base-jumping accident in 2009.

Townsend became famous for skiing 
big lines only accessible by helicop-

ter in Alaska, but says the Sierra are 
unparalleled in the terrain they offer. 
“The Eastside is a mecca for touring, 
ski-mountaineering, couloir skiing. 
The snowpack and terrain make it 
a giant playground, but you have to 
work to get there,” said Townsend, say-
ing the region’s big approaches keep 
crowds out of the backcountry. “The 
same pristine lines would be tracked 
every day if they were anywhere else.”

In his 17 years of professional skiing, 
Townsend has seen a lot of tragedy. He 
told John O’Connor of the blog “Gear 
Patrol” that, by age 32, he had lost 13 
friends to skiing accidents.

Townsend had a near-death experi-
ence himself in 2011. At the time, he 
was skiing the best he’d ever skied, and 
neglected to adequately scout a big 
line in the Canadian backcountry be-
fore deciding to descend. He dropped 
a 90-foot cliff and found himself hurl-
ing toward a landing not of powder, 
but of rock. He fell forward and hit the 
edge of the rocks with his skis under 
him, tumbling onto the snow below. “I 
was arrogant, and I destroyed nearly 
all the ligaments in my knee and broke 
my tibia. If I’d landed on my back, I 
would be dead,” said Townsend this 
week. “I brought it back in after that. 
The mountains are the boss, and you’d 
better check your ego at the door.” 

Townsend said, “I think when people 
on the outside look at alpinists, big 
mountain skiers, and big wall climb-
ers, they think we’re just crazy, that we 

all have big balls and no fear. These 
people are some of the most calculated 
decision makers anywhere.” He said 
he practices sitting with his fear as op-
posed to conquering it. “If you’re not 
afraid in a big mountain environment, 
you’re doing something wrong. Emo-
tional, or irrational fear is a reaction to 
something that looks scary, feels scary, 
but is actually of low consequence,” 
said Townsend. “Rational fear, on the 
other hand, keeps you on your toes. It 
makes you ask, ‘what are the legitimate 
dangers here?’” 

Townsend said having a good 
partner is one of the most important 
parts of backcountry skiing. “Look for 
a shared risk quotient, and try to find 
someone who shares the same goal to 
make better decisions… Having some-
one who is willing to back down with 
you is important,” said Townsend. 

On Saturday, Townsend will speak 
about how he manages the risks as-
sociated with performing in a big-
mountain environment. He’ll also talk 

about how he transitioned from being 
a recreational skier to being a profes-
sional skier. His advice to aspiring 
professional skiers: learn a trade. “The 
side-hustle is key in a mountain town. 
I bartended and waited tables for 
about 10 years,” said Townsend. 

According to ESAC President Nate 
Greenberg, Townsend is part of an 
emerging trend, where professional, 
extreme mountain athletes are starting 
to talk about how they calculate risk 
in the backcountry. “It is refreshing to 
hear an athlete of his caliber speak-
ing in such a very introspective and 
thoughtful manner about decision 
making,” said Greenberg.

Townsend’s presentation will start 
at 7 p.m. on Saturday, December 2, at 
Mammoth Mountain Ski Area’s Eagle 
Lodge. Doors open at 6 p.m. for a 
raffle, silent auction, and appetizers. 
Tickets are $20. Proceeds will support 
avalanche forecasting 7 days a week 
for the first time in the Eastern Sierra. 
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Mammoth’s third annual Turkey 
Trot brought out the fami-
lies, kids, and Olympians on 

Thanksgiving morning.  Olympians 
Deena Kastor (bronze medal winner 
from 2004 in Athens), Sarah Attar (first 
female to race for Saudi Arabia) and 
Alexi Pappas (who represented Greece 
in the 2016 Olympics in Rio de Janeiro) 
each signed every turkey trotter’s bib 
this year. 

AN OLYMPIC LEVEL TURKEY TROT 
Photos by Rea 
Mammoth Track Club brings out the big guns for third annual event. 

2017-2018

Friday, December 1 
Bishop - Inyo Council for the Arts 

Thursday, December 7 
Lone Pine - Museum of West. Film History 

Friday, December 8
Mammoth Lakes - USFS Auditorium SH

O
W

 L
O

CA
TI

O
NS

TICKETS: $15 
Tickets available on Eventbrite. 

Doors open at 6 pm, show starts at 7 pm.

 (760) 873-6500 
www.friendsoftheinyo.org

Jenny Senior shows some spirit. 

Katie Asmuth and son Noa, 2, of Mammoth Lakes enjoy hot cocoa.

Brent, Betsy and Katherine Truax enjoy 
the hot chocolate social. 

Mammoth’s favorite running man, Farley 
Spector, gets ready to race. 

From left: Olympians Deena Kastor, Alexi Pappas and Sarah 
Attar. 

Chris Brauch, Katie Kimes, dog Winnie, 
and Kensie and Sylvie Schaubmayer. 

Greg Newby and Lynda Salcido await the 
action at the starting line. 

Bodhi Silva gets into beast mode. 

Barbara Richter and Rich Boccia with 
Mammoth’s Community Emergency 
Response Team. 
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WHO SAYS YOU CAN’T HAVE IT ALL?
By Rea
Mammoth Council spends money to hire facilitator which it then ignores

“I get to leave this town tomorrow, 
I don’t have to be popular,” joked 
Heidi Kolbe, a facilitator the Town 

of Mammoth Lakes hired to lead a 
workshop to discuss Town Council pri-
orities on Wednesday, November 29. 

Kolbe attempted to get a room full 
of Town staff and Council members to 
eliminate items from their “to-do” list 
in the 3.5-hour workshop held at the 
Community Center. The only items 
Council was successful in eliminating 
from the to-do list were ones that were 
duplicates. 

“There’s never enough staff or 
enough money to do all the things a 
city wants to do,” said Kolbe, who hails 
from Donner Summit and who told 
The Sheet she’s led about 3,000 such 
workshops. 

When asked if Mammoth had more 
projects on its list than most ski towns, 
Kolbe responded “oh, lots more!” 

An informal poll given by Kolbe at 
the beginning of the workshop (where 
participants could vote for two top 
priorities) revealed that participants 
saw community housing as the num-
ber one priority (15 votes), economic 
development as the second (12 votes), 
followed by amenities (8), and capital 
investment (6). 

When Kolbe conducted her poll, 
the mood of the room turned con-
tentious. Council member Cleland 
Hoff suggested cutting the Multi-Use 
Facility from the priorities list, Council 
member Colin Fernie quickly retorted 
“definitely not.” 

All major projects listed under the 
“to do” list for major planning and 
design (the Airport terminal and apron 
project, the MUF, the Mammoth Arts 
and Cultural Center, and a new child 
care facility) were deemed “in prog-
ress” by Town Staff and Council. The 
“amenities” listed the MACC, the MUF, 
a proposed Aquatic Center, Trails, work 
with the U.S. Forest Service on a joint 
position with Mono County, and work-
ing on Land Conveyance Legislation 
with the USFS. 

When Kolbe asked the room for 
a show of hands for which of those 
projects could be let go, some balked. 
“You’re forcing us to make a decision, 
and I disagree with that,” said Brent 
Truax, representing the private sector 
(Truax is the General Manger of Jim 
Demitriades’ Sierra Nevada Resort). 

“I hate to tell you this, but we’re in a 
priority-setting meeting,” said Kolbe. 

“As a Council, we’ve already given 
direction,” said Council member Bill 
Sauser. “If we re-prioritize those today 
you’re almost asking us to make a 
Council decision.” 

“Here’s the thing,” said Kolbe, “if 
you don’t prioritize, things will just fall 
without you being an active player in 
that.” 

“They’re all so far down the line 
that they’re not going to stop,” said 
Council member Shields Richardson 
of the amenities. “They’re at a point 
where they’re just looking for the right 
amount of funds to complete.”

“As of now, if we’re going to do 
everything on that list, we don’t have 
the staff to get it done [in a] timely 
[manner] and without making mis-
takes,” said Town Manager Dan Holler, 
referring to the entire list of Town 

NORTHERN INYO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
One Team. One Goal. Your Health.

Allison Robinson, MD
Colon & Rectal Surgeon

Robbin Cromer-Tyler, MD
General Surgeon

Jeanine Arndal, MD
Gynecologic Surgeon

Is this service right for you? Come 
to our Open House and find out.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7
6:30 PM, NIH MAIN LOBBY
With Northern Inyo Healthcare District’s da Vinci 
Robot-Assisted Surgical System, complicated and delicate 
procedures can be performed through small incisions 
with unmatched precision.

NIHD’s team of da Vinci-trained surgeons use da Vinci’s 
pinpoint control and amazing accuracy to offer many 
patients smaller incisions, reduced scarring and faster 
recovery from hysterectomy, hernia repair, colon and 
gallbladder surgeries.

Come and meet the team on Thursday, December 7th!
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SURGERIES
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to the entire “to do” list, which also 
included things like municipal project 
work, general plan updates and policy 
development. 

Town staff and Council did not elim-
inate much from their lists. Several 
items had been entered twice, so those 
were struck. There was agreement that 
the Aquatic Center was not a prior-
ity (“can’t afford it,” said Engineering 
Manager Haislip Hayes), and also that 
the USFS Land Conveyance Legislation 
could be put on the back burner due 
to its dependence on another govern-
ment entity (“It’s a congressional act,” 
said community member Sandy Ho-
gan). At the suggestion of Mammoth 
Lakes Housing Executive Director Jen-

nifer Halferty, an idea to combine the 
Town’s Walk, Bike, Ride program with 
community housing to take advantage 
of California cap and trade grants was 
added to the “to-do” list 

It was agreed upon that the Town 
wanted to continue to be conserva-
tive when it came to hiring staff. “Our 
Council goal has been to protect staff. 
I don’t want to get into another slash 
and burn scenario” such as the fiscal 
environment created in the wake of 
the airport lawsuit settlement, said 
Fernie. 

Participants also listed several items 
that were lower priority, which Kolbe 
will compile into a report to be pre-
sented to Town Council on December 

20. 
When Kolbe asked participants 

what they had learned, Community 
and Economic Development Director 
Sandra Moberly responded, “it’s tough 
to prioritize.” 

“It comes back to the element of ev-
erything is important, but we’re driven 
by the urgent,” said Holler. 

“I think the clarity should come from 
[Council realizing] just how large the 
workload is,” said Sauser. “Maybe there 
are grants we shouldn’t take because 
we don’t have the capacity to imple-
ment them…just because it’s pretty 
and we can find the funding to build it, 
doesn’t mean it’s the appropriate path 
to take.”
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By James
Carunchio says LADWP will pay for damages caused by runoff
INYO COUNTY SAYS: PAY UP

John Helm, Executive Director of 
the Eastern Sierra Transit Author-
ity,  told The Sheet that he will be 

retiring this coming May. “ESTA is 
looking for a new Executive Director,” 
Helm said on Thursday, November 
30. “We are soliciting services from 
recruiters who have experience in 
transit in the public sector.” 

Helm said he’ll be looking forward 
to having some “new experiences, 
but I’ll still be in the Eastern Sierra for 
most of the year” in his retirement. 

Helm also wrote a letter to Old 
Mammoth residents on Sunday, No-
vember 26, informing them that ESTA 
was attempting to restore service to 
unserved areas in Old Mammoth. 
Helm said the agency was trying to 
meet their needs while also avoid-
ing running a large transit bus down 
Red Fir Road (See “Where the Red Fir 
Grows?” November 11). 

Helm had previously solicited com-
ments from residents in order to try 
and best plan a route that would al-
low schoolchildren and those wishing 
to ride the bus to work to do so. 

“The written comments I received 
regarding extending transit service 
out the Old Mammoth Road area 
west of Snowcreek were nearly evenly 
divided and mirrored the comments 
voiced at the meeting that was held 
on November 8,” wrote Helm in the 

letter he issued Sunday. “Specifically, 
the comments stated either 1) Please 
reinstitute transit service even if this 
means that buses must use Red Fir to 
turn around or, 2) Do not have buses 
use Red Fir under any circumstances, 
even if this means no transit service 
beyond Snowcreek.”

Helm proposed using a Dial-a-
Ride bus to institute a limited service 
which can make a U-turn on Old 
Mammoth Road at lower Red Fir. “Al-
though this causes a negative impact 
on the Dial-a-Ride service, it would 
be a means to provide some service 
to the upper Old Mammoth Road 
area without having buses travel on 
Red Fir,” wrote Helm. 

Helm mentioned several times at 
the public meeting on November 8 
that the service was not well-used. 
He sent interested parties a potential 
schedule, which they were to com-
ment on by November 30. Helm 
expects to have a finalized schedule 
for the Old Mammoth Road route 
by next week, he told The Sheet on 
Thursday, November 30 (the deadline 
for comments from residents on the 
proposed schedule). 

ESTA SEEKING NEW
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
John Helm discusses Old Mammoth, announces retirement
By Rea The Lower Owens River Project, 

(LORP) provided a host of op-
tions to both Inyo County and 

the Los Angeles Department of Water 
and Power in responding to this year’s 
record-breaking water runoff from 
the Sierra snowpack. LORP, complet-
ed in 2006 after many years of litiga-
tion, encompasses 62 miles of river 
restoration from the Aberdeen area 
to the Owens Lake Bed Delta south of 
Lone Pine. 

The Sierra snowpack runoff was 
268 percent above normal this past 
year. LADWP spent more than $27 
million to manage runoff in Inyo and 
Mono counties. LORP accounted for 
$700,000 of those preparation and 
management costs. 

An estimated 500,000 acre-feet of 
this year’s water was sent south to 
the customers of LADWP, double the 
historic average. The LORP provided 
a “second channel” to divert water 
away from the Owens Lake.

This year, flows in the Lower Owens 
River reached 250 cubic feet per sec-
ond (cfs), and were sustained at 200 
cfs for several weeks. 

On November 21, the Inyo County 
Water Department reported to the 
Board of Supervisors that the recent-
ly-completed Annual LORP Account-
ing Report for 2016-2017 showed 
that LADWP spent $827,000 on the 
LORP. The total amount spent by Inyo 
County and LADWP on LORP was 
$973,000.

County Administrative Officer 
Kevin Carunchio cautioned the 
Board at the meeting that the County 
should be aware of “residual impacts” 
from this past year’s runoff and that 
LADWP should address them sepa-
rately from its regular LORP work. 

For example, county roads used to 
transport heavy equipment in efforts 
to divert and spread water may have 
been damaged. Carunchio was ada-
mant that the Inyo County’s taxpayers 
should not be paying for any dam-
ages that were incurred because of 
LADWP’s efforts.  

Of the $5 million in trust funds cre-
ated because of the 2006 LORP agree-
ment and Memorandum of Under-
standing between Inyo County and 
the City of Los Angeles to offset ongo-
ing maintenance and upkeep costs, 
there remains about $3.7 million as 
of November 2017. That funding is 
expected to last until 2021, according 
the report from the County’s Water 
Department.  

While it is still too early to make any 
predictions on this year’s snowpack, 
there will continue to be impacts into 
the future due to last year’s record 
runoff. Inyo County officials are 
determined to make sure that their 
taxpayers are not paying for problems 
and costs associated with the City of 
Los Angeles’ export of water from the 
area, whether those costs be associ-
ated with damage to infrastructure or 
the environment.
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BUSINESS
By Rea

NAKID AMBITION 
Amanda and Andrew Kovanis are young entrepreneurs in Bishop making—yes, actually making—clothing.

Entrepreneurs Amanda and 
Andrew Kovanis look like they’d 
fit in more at Coachella than 

in downtown Bishop—They’re both 
23 and hip, adorned with turquoise 
rings and impossibly good hair. They 
both talk over each other in the way 
newlyweds do, but their conversa-
tion revolves around the role of young 
artisans in an economy that’s arguably 
moving back, albeit at a glacial pace, 
from box stores to booths. 

The couple are the co-owners of Na-
kid Imagination, a clothing company 
they started in their tiny apartment 
in Arcata, California. They now live in 
Bishop, and they’re part of a grassroots 
effort working to provide a space for 
creative types to showcase their goods 
locally. 

Amanda met The Sheet at Black 
Sheep Coffee on Tuesday, declining to 
give a tour of her home/factory until it 
was a little more under control (Nakid 
Imagination is doing a pop-up booth 
at the Holiday Bazaar at Bishop’s Tri-
County fair on Saturday, December 2). 
Her husband, Andrew, strolled in after 
getting off work from his job as a GIS 
Specialist for Caltrans (and presum-
ably snagging a coffee break before his 
second shift as t-shirt manufacturer). 

Amanda showed up wearing a Yo-
semite t-shirt of her own design with 
a distressed neckline and a stylized 
image of the famous Valley View, hold-
ing a woven bag full of stickers, t-shirts 
and hats emblazoned with the compa-
ny’s logo—“Nakid,” spelled with a tipi 
in place of the “a” and a pine symbol-
izing the “i.” 

“We just want the clothes to em-
body the kind of lifestyle we live,” 
says Amanda. Their clothes are “for 
the restless souls who believe in tak-
ing road trips with no destination…” 
states their website. 

The Kovanises moved to Bishop 
about a year ago after Andrew was of-
fered his job with Caltrans (he gradu-
ated from Humboldt state in 2016 and 
this was the first offer he got. After a 

visit to Bishop where the couple slept 
in their car, he took it). 

They met as kids at summer camp, 
but, as Amanda tells it, “I was this 
really loud kid and he was this re-
ally serious guy,” says Amanda. They 
reconnected via social media when 
they were both living in Southern Cali-
fornia, where Amanda was attending 
school and Andrew was on summer 
break, living with his grandmother and 
surfing. They actually started out as a 
surfboard company called “Naked.” 
Amanda made schwag and Andrew 

made the boards, but said he only 
made about eight until they changed 
the company’s course. “We realized 
people were a lot more likely to buy 
a t-shirt than a surfboard,” Amanda 
said. “It’s less of a commitment.” 

She started putting her design skills 
to work on clothing made by Ameri-
can Apparel while living in Arcata 
while Andrew was finishing college. 
The two launched a crowdfunding 
campaign on Kickstarter to get a boost 
for their company, took off for a back-
packing trip to Europe, and realized 
halfway through that their campaign 
had exceeded their (modest) goals. 
Fulfilling their Kickstarter rewards (the 
couple offered clothing in exchange 
for financial support) was their first 
t-shirt blitz, but now the Kovanises 
are used to getting wholesale orders—
and Amanda has upped the ante. She 
learned how to sew the shirts herself 
from bolts of American-grown cotton. 

“When I tell people I make the 
shirts, they don’t believe me. But, yeah, 
I make the actual shirts!” Amanda 
says. 

“It’s one of those things where you 
think, ‘I can’t do that, that’d be ridicu-
lous,’” says Andrew. “Then, you just 
do it.” 

“We didn’t like that there’s so much 
waste in the fashion industry,” said 
Amanda (who has been sewing since 
she was young and made her own 

wedding dress). “If we were to go 
through a manufacturer we’d have 
minimums” and more limitations. “We 
don’t have any inventory right now 
unless we have a reason to,” which 
allows Nakid Imagination to come up 
with collections for the seasons. Check 
out their website and you’ll see the 
couple modeling their newest designs. 
“We aren’t the models because we 
want to be, we’re the models because 
we don’t have any other options,” said 
Amanda. “A lot of times [Andrew] will 
get off work and I’ll have been sewing 
all day, but we have to go catch sunset 
for pictures.” 

Being so close to a picturesque 
background for photo shoots has been 
a boon, says Andrew, who, like Aman-
da, grew up skiing. “Except when your 
surger [a type of sewing machine] 
breaks and nobody around here does 
repairs!” 

They also really like the idea of being 
a part of a revitalization of Bishop. 
They belong to a young entrepreneurs’ 
group that meets at Black Sheep. They 
spoke at the Bishop Town Council 
meeting on Monday, November 27 to 
express their idea that one of the va-
cant buildings in town could become 
something like a coworking space or 
market for makers to sell their wares. 

“I really didn’t think I was going 
to talk when we went” to the meet-
ing, said Amanda. “They were talking 
about potential start-ups and nobody 
was representing that segment,” so 
she got up to share her ideas. 

She says she thinks there’s room for 
what they do in the market. “There’s a 
trend of people trying to be more ethi-
cal consumers and I think people…
feel good when they know they’ve 
bought something homemade or 
made by a smaller company.”

Andrew said he was excited by the 
idea that Bishop could “follow other 
mountain towns and bill itself as an 
art-centric community…I feel like 
there’s so much potential.” 

He said that Nakid Imagination’s 
products (which also include some 
hats, mugs and stickers) are found at 
boutique shops across the state and 
even in Australia, and that having 
a place to sell their wares in Bishop 
would be huge for them. “It’s kind of 
weird we have more exposure outside 
of here,” says Andrew, who added that 
social media (Instagram, mostly) has 
been responsible for most of their 
wholesale orders. 

“We need to revitalize” downtown 
Bishop, says Andrew. “If we could be a 
part of that in some way, that would be 
awesome.” 

Nakid Imagination will be opening 
a pop-up booth at the Holiday Craft 
Bazaar at the Bishop Tri-County Fair-
grounds on Saturday, December 2 from 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. Check out their website 
at www.nakidimagination.com. 

Andrew and Amanda Kovanis of Nakid Imagination show off their wares. 
PHOTO: REA
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groggy, and my memory was really 
bad,” she said. “It made me tired, 
and still, on a scale of one to ten, my 
pain was at a four or five.” The longer 
she took them, the less effective they 
became.

After about 15 years of back pain, 
Bernor scheduled an appointment 
with Dr. Tom McNamara at Northern 
Inyo Hospital. Dr. McNamara is a 
pioneer in interventional radiology 
and Professor Emeritus at the Univer-
sity of California Los Angeles who now 
practices as an Interventional Pain 
Management Specialist. According to 
Dr. McNamara, Interventional Pain 
Management involves treating chron-
ic pain at its source, often using injec-
tions of analgesics or steroids at the 
site from which the pain emanates. 
It’s a multi-disciplinary approach that 
is often combined with physical or 
occupational therapy and modifica-
tions to diet and exercise. Northern 
Inyo Hospital Executive Director Dr. 
Kevin Flanigan described it as “the 
radiologic study of and intervention 
of pain through injections at the point 
of inflammation and irritation,” in 
contrast with a prescription opioid 
painkiller, which targets the brain.  

McNamara said that the use of 
Interventional Pain procedures 
increased in the United States by 228 
percent between 2000 and 2011. Since 
that time, the number of patients 
seeking Interventional Pain Manage-
ment has increased by 10-15 percent 
per year. “The national concern 

Hike � Climb � Run � Camp

We stock a large selection of supplies for all your 
climbing, hiking, and outdoor adventures. 

Rentals are available including tents, packs, sleeping 
bags, bouldering pads and climbing shoes. 

Open 7 days a week including holidays
224 North Main St., Bishop, CA 93514

Eastsidesports.com, info@eastsidesports.com 
760-873-7520

�e Eastern Sierra’s Friendly and Knowledgeable Climbing Shop

Mountain Sports Specialists Since 1977

HOPE 
continued from page 1

regarding opioid use has increased 
the demand for alternative therapies,” 
said McNamara in an email. He is the 
only practitioner in the region, and 
said that many of his patients suffer 
from chronic pain and want to end 
their dependence on prescription 
opioids.

Interventional Pain Management 
involves using image guidance, in 
the form of live 
X-Ray or Magnetic 
Resonance Imag-
ing (MRI), which 
does not involve 
radiation and is 
non-invasive, to 
guide the delivery 
of treatment to the 
source of chronic 
pain. 

According to 
Dr. McNamara, 
pain can have any 
number of sources, 
and most, includ-
ing degenerative 
discs, arthritis, 
cartilage tears, tendon ruptures, and 
compressed nerves, can be detected 
using MRI, in conjunction with physi-
cal exams and thorough discussion 
with a patient. 

Once the major source of the chron-
ic pain has been identified, treat-
ments such as nerve blocks, epidural 
injections, and steroid and anesthetic 
injections into joints, bursae, cysts, 
ligaments and muscles are used to re-

verse swelling and inflammation, and 
to block pain receptors at the site so 
that patients can start and maintain 
physical therapy. 

Dr. McNamara said that, until re-
cently, it was more difficult for many 
patients to obtain insurance cover-
age for Interventional Pain Manage-
ment than for opioid prescriptions. 
However, Medicare and MediCal now 

cover most of the 
procedures, in 
part because more 
and more stud-
ies indicate that 
Interventional Pain 
Management is 
cheaper in the long 
term than surgery 
or complications 
from opioid use. 
Bernor was cov-
ered under her 
Blue Cross Blue 
Shield plan, but Dr. 
McNamara said 
cheaper insurance 
plans may resist 

covering Interventional Pain Manage-
ment. He said he has treated patients 
whose insurance plans would only 
cover Interventional Pain Manage-
ment procedures if their pain was so 
severe that they were still experienc-
ing it while taking opioids. 

Bernor has undergone two rounds 
of Radiofrequency Ablation, in which 
a strategically placed needle tip is 
heated by a radio wave to injure a 

small area of nerve tissue, such that 
it cannot carry a pain signal to the 
brain. “The pain relief varies, but is 
generally 70 percent and lasts for 9-18 
months,” said McNamara.

 Bernor is now opioid free. She said 
her back pain is almost non-existent, 
and she can not only work, but hike. 

Dr. McNamara said the vast major-
ity of people he treats seek a non-opi-
oid solution to managing their pain. 
The drugs cause memory loss, an in-
ability to concentrate, and exhaustion. 
They can change people’s personal-
ity. “People aren’t stupid. They watch 
TV, they read the news. These are not 
people who fit a ‘druggy’ profile, and 
yet people look down on them for tak-
ing prescribed opioids, and they are 
aware of that,” said McNamara. 

Bernor said she spent years work-
ing through her pain and hiding it 
before being prescribed an opioid. 
“People think, ‘Oh, these junkies,’ and 
I might have been one of the people 
to say that earlier in my life. The truth 
is, until you experience that much 
pain, you don’t know what someone is 
going through. To have an alternative 
to pain and to opioids in our commu-
nity? There’s no value you can put on 
that,” said Bernor. 

Her message to those who are 
habituated to opioids and experience 
debilitating chronic pain was to try In-
terventional Pain Management. “You 
have nothing to lose by trying.”

The truth is, until you 

experience that much 

pain, you don’t know 

what someone is going 

through. 

”

“

-Ena Bernor
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BARS & MUSIC
Happy Hour/
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill, 
Pursuit of Happiness Hour, 3-6 p.m. 
$1 off draft beers, $2 off wine, $4 well 
drinks, $2 off specialty drinks. $5 
Flatbread. See ad, page 15.
Outlaw Saloon: Monday: All Night 
Happy Hour; 4-Midnight,Tues-Fri 4-6 
p.m. Tuesday: $2 Tacos 4-10 p.m.;
6-9 p.m. Wing Wednesday 50% off 
all wings. Thursday: Burger & Beer 
special 4-9 p.m. See ad, p. 9.
Roberto’s 4-6 p.m. every day. 
Austria Hof 5-8 p.m. daily. See ad, p. 4.
Whitebark Restaurant Bar & Lounge 
Unwind with daily drink and food 
specials 4-6 p.m. Half price sushi 
Mondays. 
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour 4:30-7 
p.m. daily and all day Sunday. $5 
dollar menu items, drink specials. See 
ad, p. 9.
Petra’s Bistro Happy Hour, 5-6 p.m. 
every day. See ad, p. 9 
Mammoth’s famous Slocums Happy 
Hour Mon. thru Fri 4-6; Saturdays 
4-5. Closed Sun. 
Happy Hour @ The Bistro at 
Snowcreek, 4:30-6:30 p.m. daily.
Mammoth Tavern Happy Hour 
Tuesday-Sunday 3:30-5:30 p.m. 
Closed Mondays.
Smokeyard weekend Happy Hour 4-6 
p.m. in the bar only.
Side Door Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m. 
Giovanni’s Happy Hour, daily 4-6 
p.m. Large pizza and a pitcher of beer 
gets you free wings.
Lakanuki Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m., 
$4.50 margaritas, Mai Tais. Happy 
Hour drink specials 10 p.m.-close.
Black Velvet Coffee’s Happy Hour, 
from 4-6 p.m. every day.
Morrison’s Happy Hour Daily
4-6 p.m. 
Food Cache Cafe Happy Hour 3:30-
6:30 Sunday-Thursday. Street tacos 
$2.50, $3.50 beers, $7.50 beer/wine 
and house fries. 

Friday, December 1/
Live music with The Sextones in The 
Village, 5:30 p.m. 
Open Mic at Black Sheep Coffee 
Roasters. 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Sunday, December 3/
Some Assembly Required plays @ 
Black Doubt Brewery, 7-9 p.m. Free. 
Football Happy Hour Specials @ The 
Outlaw Saloon. Specials run during 
the game. First game @10 a.m. See ad, 
p. 9. 

Monday, December 4/
Bowling ‘n Beats @ Mammoth Rock ‘n 
Bowl. See ad, p. 8. 
Manic Mondays @ the Outlaw Saloon 
Happy Hour 4 p.m.-close. See ad, p. 9. 

Tuesday, December 5/
Prohibition Ends at Last! Party @ 
Liberty Bar. Music by DJ Freshtracks 
and specials start at 9 p.m. Guests are 
encouraged to dress in ‘20’s attire... 
think Al Capone and flappers. See ad, 
p. 11. 
Tuesday Night Special @ Morrison’s 
Glass of wine or draft Coors Light 
with any entree.
Karaoke @ Rafters with DJ CDS. 10 
p.m. 

Thursday, December 7/
Open Mic night @ Side Door in 
Mammoth Lakes. $5 beer & wine 
specials, $7 mules. 6 p.m. 

December 1-January 15/
Wabi Sabi: Perfection Imperfection 
Exhibit at Manzanar History Associ-
ation Bookstore. View and purchase 
artwork by Inyo County artists Judyth 
Greenburgh, Dave Kirk, Noah Lish, 
and Drew Wickman @ the Manzanar 
Historic Site Visitor Center, 9 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. daily. Info: 760.876.2727. 

December 1-2/
Just a Little Christmas: Winter Holi-
day Choral Concerts in Mammoth 
and Bishop. A little classical, pop, 
and Broadway performed by Eastern 
Sierra Community Choir. Friday @ the 
United Methodist Church, Bishop. 
Saturday @ St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church, Mammoth. 7:30 p.m. 

December 1-3/
Home Studio Art Sale and Artist 
Reception @ Frances Cholewa and 
Tom Meyers’ home at 373 Mt. Tom 
Rd., Bishop. Reception: 6-9 p.m. on 
Friday. Art sale: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sat-
urday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday. Info: 
760.937.4655.
Sierra Classic Theatre’s Annual Kids 
Show this weekend only at The Edi-
son Theatre in Mammoth. December 
1 and 2 @ 6 p.m. and December 3rd at 
4 p.m. Tickets $5. Reservations neces-
sary due to limited seating. Email 
allisonmcpage@gmail.com, subject: 
reservations.

Friday, December 1/
Backcountry Film Festival with 
Friends of the Inyo in Bishop. 7-9 
p.m. @ ICA. 137 Main St. Tickets: 
friendsoftheinyo.org.  See ad, p. 9.
Stuff the Bus in the spirit of giving 
@ Footloose Sports in Mammoth. 
Volunteers from Mammoth Chamber 
and Rotary will be stationed at the 
parking lot from 12-6 p.m. to col-
lect donations of toys, clothing and 
non-perishable food to fill an Eastern 
Sierra Transit bus. Info: www.mam-
mothlakeschamber.org/spirit-of-
giving-week/.
Meet 8th District Congressional can-
didate Margo Doyle (D) at The Fort in 
Mammoth. 5-8 p.m. 

Saturday, December 2/
Eastern Sierra Avalanche Associa-
tion Fundraiser and Season Kickoff 
Celebration. 11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. See 
sidebar next page.
Tri-County Fair Holiday Craft Ba-
zaar. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Heritage 
Arts Building at the Tri-County Fair-
ground in Bishop. 
Bishop Tribal Elders: Annual Christ-
mas Bazaar. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. at Barlow 
Lane Gym, 390 N. Barlow Ln. 
Bishop’s 50th Annual Christmas 
Parade, Tree Lighting and Street of 
Lights Celebration. Parade begins at 
4:30 p.m. at High Country Lumber 
and heads north on Main Street, end-
ing at Bishop City Park for the official 
tree lighting ceremony at 5:30 p.m. 
See sidebar and ad, p. 2. 
Home for the Holidays with Bishop 
Nursery. Crumpets, tea, cider, and 
cookies. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Sunday, December 3/
Holly Berry Home Tour. Tour begins 
with a gathering from noon to 1 p.m. 
at Bishop First Methodist Church. 
Tour of homes begins @ 2 p.m. 

Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

BEER MAKES THIS NEWSPAPER 
MORE FUN TO READ

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

• Chicken & Beef Teriyaki
• Tempura • Tonkatsu • Sukiyaki
• Calamari • Sushi
• Full Service Cocktail Bar
   & Lounge

760-872-4801
Open at 5 p.m.

635 N. Main St. 
Bishop

25 years of experience

         japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar

TOWN STUFF
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ESAC Fundraiser and Clinics

On Saturday, December 2, Eastern 
Sierra Avalanche Center will host a 
series of free workshops on avalanche 
and snow safety at Mammoth 
Mountain. The clinics will be followed 
by a kick-off party and presentation 
by professional skier Cody Townsend. 
That event starts at 6 p.m. 

A schedule of clinics and 
information about the event can be 
found at www.esavalanche.org. Pre-
registration for all clinics is required 
and can be done on Eastern Sierra 
Avalanche Center’s website. Check 
in by 11 a.m. at the Mountainside 
Conference Center, on the 3rd floor of 
Main Lodge at Mammoth Mountain 
Ski Area on December 2. 

Shop with a Cop donations

The annual Shop-With-a-Cop event 
will be held on Saturday, December 
9. Children from disadvantaged 
families are picked up at their homes 
on Saturday morning by their law 
enforcement “partners” and taken 
to breakfast. After breakfast, each 
child is given $200 to shop for gifts for 
their families. Our goal is to provide 
Christmas to 60 children and their 
families. Donations can be dropped 
off at the Mono County Sheriff’s 
Office, Inyo County Sheriff’s Office, 
Bishop Police Department, and 
Mammoth Lakes Police Department. 
Please make checks payable to 
ESPOA (Eastern Sierra Peace Officers 
Association) with “Shop-with-a-Cop” 
written in the memo line. ESPOA is a 
501(c)3 non-profit and your donation 
is tax deductible. Participant 
nominations can be submitted 
to easternsierrashopwithacop@
gmail.com, or with Jessica Scida @ 
760.873.5866. 

Bishop Christmas celebrations 
and Main Street closure

On Saturday, December 2, Bishop’s 
Main Street Parade will start at 4:30 
p.m. The City Park Tree Lighting will 
start at 5:30 p.m., and the Street of 
Lights party will run from 6-8:30 
p.m.. Visit Santa and Mrs. Claus next 
to Perry’s Italian Cafe from 6-8 p.m. 
There will also be a raffle at City Park 
at 8:30 p.m. U.S. 395/Main Street will 
close on Saturday, December 2 from 
Mandich Street at the south to Sierra 
Street at the north for the annual 
Christmas parade and Santa fun run. 
The closure will begin at 4 p.m. and is 
anticipated to continue until 6 p.m. 
See ad, page 2.

World AIDS Day in Mono County

Mono County Health Department 
offers free HIV and Sexually 
Transmitted Disease (STD) testing, 
as well as condoms. In addition, the 
department assists people living with 
HIV/AIDs with access to healthcare, 
medications, and other services to 
optimize their health. Call or drop 
in for a free appointment at www.
monohealth.com. Call our offices @ 
760.924.1830 (Mammoth Lakes), or 
760.932.5580 (Bridgeport). See ad, p. 
19. 

TOWN STUFF UPCOMING 
Monday, December 4/
Mono Basin Historical Society Meet-
ing @ the Lee Vining Community 
Center. Potluck @ 6 p.m., followed 
by the meeting @ 6:30 p.m. Info: 
760.647.6461.
Owens Valley Radio Observatory 
Tour. 1-2 p.m. @ the OVRO, Big Pine. 
Call Mark Hodges. 760. 938.2075 (ext. 
109) for info.

Tuesday, December 5/
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 
Meeting @ the Alta One Conference 
room, 462 N. Main St., Bishop. 3 p.m. 
All women with a military family 
member welcome. Info: 760.872.1283.

Wednesday, December 6/
Storytime @ Mammoth Lakes Li-
brary, 10:30 a.m. 

Thursday, December 7/
Presentation on Air Service findings 
by Meade & Hunt. 2-4 p.m. in Suite Z, 
Minaret Mall, Mammoth Lakes. Info: 
760.417.2004.
Mammoth Voices hosts Lois Klein, 
Superintendent for MUSD, who will 
give an update on the Facilities Mas-
ter Plan and Bond information. 11:30 
a.m.-1 p.m. @ Giovanni’s, 437 Old 
Mammoth Road. 
Mammoth Lakes Library Artist 
Reception. 5 p.m. at the Mammoth 
Lakes Library. Feat. the Calico Quil-
ters Guild.
Holiday Party & Awards Ceremony 
with Mammoth Lakes Chamber of 
Commerce. Winners of annual Busi-
ness Excellence Awards announced. 
Tix: $45 for members and $55 for 
non-members. Holiday attire. 5:30-8 
p.m. at The Westin. 
Mammoth Unified School District 
Board Meeting. Presentations by 
Financial Consultants and Bond 
Counsel firm Orrick. 6 p.m. in the 

AT THE MOVIES

Minaret Cinemas                   

Coco (PG): Aspiring musician Miguel, confronted with his family’s ancestral 
ban on music, enters the land of the dead to find out why. Animated.

Murder on the Orient Express (P 13): A star-studded cast populates this adap-
tation of an Agatha Christie novel. 

For movie times, call 760.934.3131 or visit mammothlakesmovies.com. 

Mammoth High School cafeteria.
 
December 7-8/
Backcountry Film Festival shows in 
Lone Pine (Thursday December 7 at 
the Museum of Western Film His-
tory) and Mammoth Lakes (Friday, 
December 8 at the Inyo Natinal Forest 
Auditorium). Doors open at 6 p.m. 
and films begin at 7 p.m. Tix: $15 

Saturday, December 9/
DSES Whiteout Extravaganza 
Fundraiser. 6 p.m. @ Canyon Lodge. 
Tix: $85, VIP Tx: $1,500. Info/Tickets: 
760.934.0791 or Second Chance Thrift 
Store, Mammoth Lakes. See ad, p. 3. 
Shop with a Cop with MCSO, ICSO, 
BPD and MLPD. See sideber, this 
page. 
Inyo Council for the Arts holiday 
craft fair @ ICA. 10 a.m. at ICA, 137 
Main St. in Bishop. 
Laws Railroad Museum: Railroad 
Express. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at the Laws 
Railroad Museum, Silver Canyon 
Road in Bishop. See ad, p. 2.
Bishop Nursery Workshop: Holiday 
Container. 1-3 p.m. at Bishop 
Nursery, 789 Home St. 
Bishop Paiute Tribe COSA Walk. 
Count birds with the Eastern Sierra 
Audubon Society. Meet 8:30 a.m. at 
the BLM Offices, Pacu Lane, Bishop. 
Elks Club National Hoop Shoot Free 
Throw Contest 10 a.m. @ Barlow 
Gym, Bishop. Info: 760.873.3230.

Sunday, December 10/
Celebrating the life of Jim Pettigrew 
at Little Eagle Lodge in Mammoth 
Lakes. Anyone who wishes to share 
photos please email jesbarker@hot-
mail.com. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. See ad, p. 12.  
Christmas Choir and Handbell Con-
cert. 6:30-8 p.m. at 205, N. Fowler St., 
Bishop. Free. 

Inyo County First 5 Toy Drive

Inyo County HHS Public Health 
and Prevention is hosting its annual 
Holiday Toy Drive now through 
December 8. Donations of new or 
gently used toys, and wrapping paper 
are being welcomed at the First 5 
Office located at 568 W. Line Street in 
Bishop. 

The toys will be available to low-
income families December 11 to 22, 
allowing low-income parents to select  
a holiday gift for their child. For info, 
call First 5 @ 760.873.6453

Winter Transit Service Changes

Transit services in the Town of 
Mammoth Lakes will be modified as 
of November 17.

• The Red Line will commence 
operations between Snowcreek 
Athletic Club and Main Lodge along 
Old Mammoth Road and Main Street 
with a bus every 20 minutes from 7:00 
a.m. until 5:30 p.m.

• Service to Canyon Blvd., Lakeview 
Blvd., Kelly/Majestic Pines, and 
Juniper Springs Resort will be 
provided with the Blue-Yellow Line 
with service every 30 minutes from 
9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.

• The Town Trolley route will 
transition to night service operating 
from 5:40 p.m. until 2:00 a.m.

• In addition, the Purple Line route 
will travel northbound on Manzanita 
from Meridian to Main Street and 
southbound on Lupin from Main 
Street to Meridian. Also, the Purple 
Line will switch its alternating service 
to the College and elementary school 
with departures from Vons at the 
top of the hour, and to the RV Park 
and Visitors Center with departures 
from Vons half-past the hour. Please 
contact ESTA at 760.920.3359 for 
more information.

Bishop short term rentals need 
permits

Bishop residents who intend to 
provide short-term rentals have to 
register with the city by January 1, 
2018, according to an ordinance 
adopted by the City Council. 
To be in compliance with the city, 
hosts of short-term rentals, which 
include rentals of any portion of a 
dwelling or lodging for 30 days or less, 
must enroll by January 1 or else face 
penalties. 

The ordinance requires that hosts 
pay Transient Occupancy Taxes, 
Bishop Tourism Improvement District 
Fees, a $150 annual application fee, 
and obtain a City of Bishop business 
license. 

Applications can be obtained at City 
Hall or at the City of Bishop website at 
cityofbishop.com. For additional info, 
contact the Planning Department 
at 760.873.8458, or at publicworks@
cityofbishop.com, or at the City Hall 
offices at 377 W. Line St. in Bishop. 



Help Wanted Help Wanted

For Sale

Sierra Employment Services, Inc is 
hiring for the following positions

Sierra Employment Services, Inc. is hir-
ing for the following positions:

Carpenters M $29-$35
Front Desk B (DOE)

Dietary Aide Walker $13
Housekeeping Supervisor M $15

Apprentice Carpenters M  $15-$20
Housekeepers M/Crowley $15-$18

General Laborers M/B $11-$15
 Call 760.924.0523 or 760.873.8599

See our full job list online 
www.SierraEmployment.com
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Housekeepers  ($11)
Cooks
Dishwashers
Maintenance Worker

Please complete an application at 
164 Old Mammoth Rd.
or e-mail pl@thelandingtahoe.com

Help Wanted

Z-Z-ZIPPERS! Quality work, speedy 
service. Sportswear, parkas, pants, packs & 
duffels. Hems, too! Call 760.873.4499.

   Mammoth Rock & Bowl/Mammoth 
Rock Brasserie has the following posi-
tions available. Bowling Desk Employees, 
Server, Bartender, Brasserie Hostess. 
Contact Kevin O’Connell 760.934.4200 
ext.223, or Ann Ward ext. 221

For Hire

  Full and Part time  Hospitality Positions 
Available
Seeking responsible, outgoing hospitality/
reservation agents for local management 
company. Excellent phone/customer ser-
vice skills required. Previous reservation 
experience preferred. Flexible 16-40 hours 
per week starting immediately. $12-14/
hr DOE. Please email resume to stacey@
mammothresrvations.com

Bookkeeping Services Available. Let me 
keep your books up-to-date and in order 
while you focus on your business or travel 
the world!  Experienced in Quickbooks, 
Microsoft Office, Dropbox, Google Docs.  
Great references available. 805.540.0902.

For Rent

   Maintenance Assistant Job:
Must be able & willing to assist with 
maintaining & repairing 20 chalets & 
other structures. Experience is needed in 
snow removal, electrical, painting, car-
pentry & plumbing. This candidate must 
be able to perform vehicle maintenance 
on a variety of vehicles/equipment. 
  Debbie & Mike Crowe
Mammoth Mountain Chalets
  800.327.3681 Ext 0 (CA)
  760.934.8518 Ext 0
  Reservations@MMChalets.com

   NOW HIRING - front desk/customer 
service, part time/full time, competitive 
wage based on experience.  Computer 
knowledge a must.  Please send resume to 
manager@1849condos.com.

Holiday Haus Motel and Hostel Now 
Hiring for year round permanent posi-
tion for a Front Desk Person. Excellent 
pay DOE.Please contact Todd Roberts 
at 760.934.2414 or stop by and see us in 
person at 3905 Main Street in Mammoth 
Lakes. 

   Full and part time work available in 
Mammoth and Bishop.  Friendly, self-
starters, retail experience are pluses. 
Be a part of the best staff, help the best 
customers, and help sell the best toys.  
Apply at Mammoth Mountaineering 
Supply, Alpine Approach, Mammoth Gear 
Exchange or at orders@mammothgear.

   TONIK - NOW HIRING
Full and Part time Positions  Available  
Join our awesome team, work in a fun 
environment. Pick up an application at 
Tonik, 501 Old Mammoth Road.

   Full Time Maintenance Manager 
Needed Looking for a responsible and 
reliable Maintenance / Property Manager 
for upscale Mammoth community. Previ-
ous maintenance experience required. 
Bilingual preferred. Full time, 40 hours 
per week. Pay DOE. Email resume to 
info@mammothresortmanagement.com, 
call 760.934.8372, or stop by 1914 Merid-
ian Blvd. 

   Restaurant space for lease.  2000 – 4000 
sq feet. Liquor license available. Email 
interest to dave@mammothgear.com

The Outlaw Saloon is hiring expe-
rienced  candidates for the following 
positions: Assistant Manager, Daytime 
Bartender, and Expediter. Drop off your 
resume to management between 4-6pm 
daily ask for Hector.

   Temporary Snow Removal Operators
The Town of Mammoth Lakes is looking 
for Temp Snow Removal Operators for the 
2017/18 winter season. $22.92 - $26.53/
hr. Commercial license required. Full-
time hours, opportunity to work day 
or night shifts and potential overtime. 
Secure a job for the winter and be part of 
a dedicated, hard-working road crew!

   Hotel seeking front desk agent/night 
audit position. Must be available to work 
graveyard shifts 11:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. 
16-24 hours per week. Perfect if you al-
ready have a part time job and are looking 
to pick up extra shifts. Hospitality experi-
ence is a plus but not required. Start-
ing hourly ranges based on experience. 
Please deliver resume in person or pick 
up application at Sierra Lodge located at 
3540 Main Street or send to info@sier-
ralodge.com.

The Austria Hof Lodge has a position  
open for a full orpart-time front desk 
associate. Experience is preferred but 
not required. we are looking for some-
one who is motivated, reliable  and 
enjouys customer service. Please call 
760.934.2764 or stop by 92r Cabyon Blvd. 
for an application.

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

High Sierra Sales

Dave Swisher
P.O. Box 412, 10 Blue Lake Way
LeeVinning, Ca. 93541

This business is conducted by a husband 
and wife. The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on November 
20,2017.This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Mono County on November 
20,2017.File Number 17-222
2017-0230 (11/25, 12/2, 12/9, 12/16)

Work With The Best. Footloose Sports, 
nationally recognized as a top 60 retailer, 
is hiring for the upcoming season. We 
are seeking a staff who work as hard as 
they play. We’re looking for responsible 
individu
als, passionate about winter sports, and 
motivated to provide the best in customer 
service. We have full and part-time posi-
tions open in our sales, rental,boot,and ski 
repair departments. We are offering great 
pay DOE, discounts and flexible hours, 
in progressive work enviroment. Call 
us at 760.934.2400. Go to our website at 
www.footloosesports.com or e-mail your 
resume to footloose@footloosesports.com 
to schedule an interview.

                        NO CLASS-IFIEDS

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Kelly Kell 22

Kelly Schuering
P.O. Box 8632 Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 
93546

This business is conducted by an Individual 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on August  15,2017.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on August 8, 2017     
File Number 17-159
2017-0208 (11/11, 11/18, 11/25, 12/2)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Kelly Schuering

Kelly Schuering
P.O. Box 8632 Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 
93546

This business is conducted by an Individual 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on August  15,2017.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on August 8, 2017     
File Number 17-159
2017-0209 (11/11, 11/18, 11/25, 12/2)

   Mammoth Slopes Home , Room for 
rent W/private bathroom, Walk to Village 
& Shuttle Utilities Included W/D Inter-
net Must be Dog Friendly Non Smoker 
$1100 per month  Available 11-15-17 
760.965.6715

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

                    Salon 437

Amy Rene Wild
437 Old Mammoth Road # B2,
P.O. Box 7014
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by an Individual 
The registrant has not yet begun to trans-
act business under the fictitious business 
name listed herein. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on November 22, 
2017     
File Number 17-228
2017-0234 (12/2, 12/9, 12/16, 12/23)

Norco 76 is hiring mini-mart cashier/
clerk Apply in person.

Full time Maids Needed.Vacation rent-
al company, Experience required, Must 
have vehicle. Call Luis at 760.914.0768

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Mammoth Mini Storage

K. Schlick LLC
105 Forest Trail, Mammoth Lakes, Ca.
P.O. Box 788 Big Pine, 93513

This business is conducted by a Limited 
Liability Co.. The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name listed above on April 1,1991.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on October 2, 2017     
File Number 17-192
2017-0217 (11/11, 11/18, 11/25, 12/2)

The Austria Hof Lodge has housekeep-
ing positions available. Full or part-time 
starting at $13.50 per hour. We are looking 
for motivated responsible people. Please 
call 760.934.2764 or stop by 92r Cabyon 
Blvd. for an application.

Mammoth Hospital is looking for an HR 
Assistant/Generalist! Check out our web-
site to apply.

Wanted Administrative Assistant for 
Our Resort We need someone to join our 
team and assist our manager with guest 
services, operations and some market-
ing. This full time permanent position is 
available immediately. Duties would be 
to assist the manager with the day to day 
operations including but not limited to: 
reservations, customer service, front desk, 
housekeeping supervisory duties (pre and 
post checks and assisting when needed), 
assisting with guest arrivals/departures 
and regular relief of manager on manag-
er's days off. Also assisting with marketing 
and social media. 
Experience Required: Customer service a 
must, lodging or hospitality background 
preferred, but not required. Must be will-
ing to have a flexible schedule and take on 
special projects as needed. Training will 
be provided.  
Debbie & Mike Crowe
Mammoth Mountain Chalets
  800.327.3681 Ext 0 (CA)
  760.934.8518 Ext 0
  Reservations@MMChalets.com

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Sierra Troutdoorsman Guide Service

Samuel Vasily
2 Shady Rest Road, P.O. Box 9007
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by an Individual 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on November 21,2017.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on November 21, 
2017     
File Number 17-223
2017-0233 (12/2, 12/9, 12/16, 12/23)

  Mammoth Business Essentials
Has an immediate opening for a full time  
(40 hours/week) sales associate.
Monday through Friday with occasional 
Saturday hours.  Excellent customer
service skills are a must.  Drop your ap-
plication or resume off at 1934 Meridian 
Blvd
or email to: craig@mammothbusiness.
com.

SONY BRAVIA EX72 60” HDTV new in 
the box $600.00 Call 760.937.0480

 2BR,1B Apartment for Rent Unfur-
nished washer/dryer hook-up, no garage. 
$1500.00,  Studio Loft $950.00 Both 
require 1 year lease, and local references.
Greg 760.937.7569. Fictitious Business Name Statement

The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

RNOM Media

RNOM Media
P.O. Box 7379 Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 
93546

This business is conducted by an Individual 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on August  15,2017.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on September 21, 
2017. File Number 17-186
2017-0232 (12/2, 12/9, 12/16, 12/23)
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Notice of Public Hearing

Notice of Ordinance
ORDINANCE NO. ORD17-15

AN INTERIM ORDINANCE OF THE MONO COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
EXTENDING THE TEMPORARY MORATORIUM 
PROHIBITING COMMERCIAL MEDICAL AND 
RECREATIONAL CANNABIS ACTIVITIES, INCLUD-
ING COMMERCIAL CULTIVATION, DISTRIBUTION, 
TRANSPORTATION, DELIVERY, STORAGE, MANU-
FACTURING, PROCESSING, PROVISION
OR SALE OF CANNABIS PRODUCTS IN THE UNIN-
CORPORATED  AREA OF MONO COUNTY ESTAB-
LISHED BY 
MONO COUNTY ORDINANCE 16-11

WHEREAS, Government Code section 65858 au-
thorizes the adoption of an interim ordinance as an 
urgency measure to prohibit any uses that may be in 
conflict with a contemplated general plan, specific 
plan, or zoning proposal that the Board of Supervi-
sors, planning     commission or planning department 
is considering or studying or intends to study within a 
reasonable time, when necessary to protect the public 
safety, health, and welfare; and 

WHEREAS, The Compassionate Use Act of 1996 (CUA) 
was approved by California voters as Proposition 
215.  The CUA amended the Health & Safety Code to 
exempt patients and their primary caregivers from 
criminal prosecution for possession and cultivation of 
cannabis, provided that the cannabis was cultivated 
and used for personal medical purposes, on the rec-
ommendation of a physician; and

WHEREAS, The Medical Marijuana Program Act (SB 
420) took effect January 1, 2004, and added Article 2.5 
(commencing with Section 11362.7) to the Health and 
Safety Code.  SB    420 served to clarify the scope and 
application of the CUA by establishing California’s 
medical cannabis program, which sets forth guide-
lines regarding how much medical cannabis patients 
may grow and possess without being subject to arrest 
and implements a voluntary patient identification 
card program and other provisions to protect patients 
and their caregivers; and

WHEREAS, The Medical Marijuana Regulation and 
Safety Act (MMRSA), consisting
 of three bills: AB 266, AB 243 and SB 643, went into 
effect on January 1, 2016.  This law 
created a State of California Bureau of Medical Mari-
juana Regulation (BMMR) and provides for 
a dual licensing scheme for “commercial cannabis 
activity,” related to medical cannabis, 
including commercial cultivation, distribution, 
manufacture, testing, processing, storing, transport-
ing, delivery and sale of cannabis, also known as 
cannabis. The MMRSA preserved the authority of 
cities and counties to prohibit, regulate and/or license 
commercial cannabis activity within their local juris-
dictions; and

WHEREAS, California Proposition 64, the Califor-
nia Marijuana Legalization Initiative (Adult Use of 
Marijuana Act or AUMA), legalizes recreational use 
of cannabis in California, for those over the age of 21 
and was voted into law on November 8, 2016.  AUMA 
provides for regulatory enactment of a state licensing, 
regulation and enforcement scheme for recreational 
cannabis use and allows local jurisdictions to ban or 
regulate recreational cannabis-related business and 
outdoor cultivation as well as impose certain sales 
and use taxes, subject to local voter approval.  AUMA 
also allows local jurisdictions to regulate, but not to 
ban, the indoor cultivation of cannabis for recre-
ational use; and

WHEREAS, the laws governing commercial cannabis 
changed in June 2017 with the passing of Senate 
Bill 94, which effectively merged Proposition 64 and 
MMRSA into one regulatory system that is now known 
as the Medical and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation 
and Safety Act (MAUCRSA); and to date, the State has 
not released its licensing regulations for the various 
commercial activities permitted under current law, 
which regulations are a crucial component to com-
mercial cannabis operations at the State level and 
will, in turn, substantially inform the policies that are 
ultimately implemented in Mono County; and  

WHEREAS, following these changes to State law, the 
County has received an increased number of inquiries 
regarding commercial cannabis cultivation and 
related activities in the unincorporated area of Mono 
County, which inquiries reflect a lack of understand-
ing of the continued illegality of these activities; and

WHEREAS, MAUCRSA provides that the activities 
authorized therein may not occur until the State has 
enacted regulations governing their implementation; 
and

WHEREAS, under MAUCRSA, local governments have 
been given explicit authority to regulate commer-
cial medical and recreational cannabis activities (as 
defined below) within their jurisdictions, including 
enacting licensing requirements, land use restrictions 
and/or certain local sales and use taxes subject to 
local voter approval; and

WHEREAS, the Mono County Board of Supervisors 
has not had the opportunity to hear adequate public 
comment or receive comprehensive input from local 
communities with regard to the imposition of local 
land use or other regulations and/or taxes, nor to con-
sider the effect of eventual State regulations; and

WHEREAS, in order to preserve the ability to establish 
local regulations in the future, as well as preserve the 
status quo within the unincorporated areas of the 
County and discourage illegal cannabis activities, 
while staff and decision makers analyze and consider 
potential modifications to the General Plan and other 
local regulations to address these new laws, the Board 
of Supervisors adopted interim ordinance 16-11 on 
December 13, 2016, temporarily prohibiting com-
mercial medical and recreational cannabis activities 
within the unincorporated areas of the County in 
accordance with Government Code section 65858 and 
subsequently extended it until December 2, 2017 (see 

Ordinance No. ORD17-02); and

WHEREAS, the Board now wishes to further extend 
the restrictions imposed and extended by ORD16-11 
and ORD17-02, respectively, for up to one year until 
December 2, 2018, unless sooner terminated by this 
Board;

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OF THE COUNTY OF MONO FINDS AND ORDAINS 
THAT:
SECTION ONE: There is a continuing current and im-
mediate threat to the public health, safety and welfare 
as a result of newly enacted State laws within the 
unincorporated areas of the County for the reasons 
set forth above, and additionally as follows:
A. Mandatory State regulations governing commercial 
cannabis activities under      MAUCRSA have not yet 
been developed or implemented; and
B. Commercial cannabis activities remain illegal until 
such regulations are in place, notwithstanding their 
apparent statutory authorization; and 
C. There is a lack of understanding among members 
of the public regarding the current legality of com-
mercial cannabis activities; and
D. This lack of understanding is likely to result in an 
increase in illegal commercial cannabis activities 
within the unincorporated areas of the County; and
E. Such illegal activity will require law enforcement 
action which has the potential to endanger the health 
and safety not only of law enforcement officers them-
selves, but of the public.

SECTION TWO: The prohibition of commercial 
medical cannabis activities described in MAUCRSA, 
including cultivation, distribution, transportation, 
delivery, storage, laboratory testing, manufacturing, 
processing, provision or sales of cannabis products 
within the unincorporated areas of Mono County ini-
tially established by Mono County interim ordinance 
ORD16-11 and subsequently extended by ORD17-02 
is hereby extended for up to one year (until December 
2, 2018), unless earlier terminated by ordinance of this 
Board, to allow for the proper study and assessment 
of public sentiment, State regulation and County land 
use and regulatory needs as they relate to commercial 
medical cannabis activities.   

SECTION THREE: During the extended prohibition 
created by this ordinance, staff shall identify and 
analyze the relevant issues associated with various 
commercial medical cannabis activities and the 
impact these activities would have on law enforce-
ment and the community at large, should commercial 
activities not be regulated at the local level, and shall 
develop recommendations for the Board regarding 
possible local land use or other regulations governing 
their implementation.  

SECTION FOUR:  This extended prohibition also 
applies to cannabis produced for commercial recre-
ational use and activity as it has been combined with 
commercial medical use under MAUCRSA. 

SECTION FIVE:  This extended prohibition does not 
affect nor apply to those individuals who are currently 
engaging in medical cannabis cultivation as a primary 
caregiver (as defined in Health and Safety Code 
section 11362.765) and permissible under the prior 
Compassionate Use  Act adopted in 1996 or the Medi-
cal Marijuana Program Act of 2004, or other, legal, 
non-commercial cannabis-related uses and activities 
that do not require a State license.  This moratorium 
will also not affect an individual’s right to engage in 
indoor cultivation of 6 or fewer plants, though out-
door cultivation will be prohibited.

SECTION SIX:  This ordinance shall become effective 
upon adoption as an urgency measure pursuant to 
Government Code sections 65858 and 25123 and shall 
remain in effect, unless   extended as allowed by law, 
or earlier terminated, for one year (until December 
2, 2018).  The Clerk of the Board of Supervisors shall 
post this ordinance and also publish it or a summary 
thereof in the manner prescribed by Government 
Code section 25124 no later than 15 days after the 
date of its adoption.

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 21st day of 
November, 2017,     by the following vote, to wit:

AYES: Supervisors Corless, Gardner, and Peters.
NOES:None
ABSENT:Supervisors Johnston and Stump.
ABSTAIN:None

Stacy Corless, Chair
Mono County Board of Supervisors

ATTEST: Scheereen Dedman
 Clerk of the Board  

APPROVED AS TO FORM:Christian Milovich
County Counsel

TS #2017-0231

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Mono County Local 
Transportation Commission will conduct a public 
hearing Dec. 11, 2017, in the Town County Conference 
Room, Minaret Village Mall, Mammoth Lakes, CA, to 
consider the following: 

10:00 am. Technical amendments to the Regional 
Transportation Plan incorporating projects from the 
proposed 2018 Regional Transportation Improvement 
Program and Road Capital Improvement Program. 
An addendum is proposed under CEQA (California 
Environmental Quality Act). 

INTERESTED PERSONS may appear before the Com-
mission to present testimony or, prior to or at the 
hearing, file written correspondence with: Secretary 
to Local Transportation Commission, PO Box 347, 
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546.

  TS #2017-0235

UNFORTUNATE HEADLINE

The Mammoth Lakes Founda-
tion released its annual news-
letter last month, with a story 

about the South Gateway Student 
Apartments housing 43 student-
residents entitled “Full house at our 
student apartments.” 

The Sheet reported last week 
(“Need Housing, Stat” November 
25) that Mammoth Hospital is in 
talks to purchase those apartments 
in order to house some of its staff, 
while allowing Cerro Coso College 
students to rent half of the beds 
(there are 59 beds in the apart-
ments). The Sheet did report the 
same amount of students living at 
the apartments in its November 
25 story as the MLF reported in its 
newsletter. 

Both MLF Executive Director Rich 
Boccia and Mammoth Hospital 
CEO Gary Myers (who is also the 
Chairman of the MLF Executive 
Committee) told The Sheet that 
many of the units in the South 
Gateway Student Apartments have 
been “lying fallow” (Myers’ words) 
since they opened. Boccia said 
on Wednesday, November 29 that 
expenses for the building had previ-
ously exceeded $100,000 a year. 

When asked about the headline, 
Boccia told The Sheet that “com-
pared to last year, we have a full 
house.” 

By Rea
MLF prints “full house” headline as Hospital bids to buy apartments 

LETTER                            
House patients, not doctors   

Dear Editor:

I am surprised by Mammoth 
Hospital’s interest in investing in 
affordable housing for doctors and 
not for potential 
or current patients 
experiencing 
homelessness or 
unstable hous-
ing (featured in 
the November 25, 
2017 issue). While 
I understand it 
is challenging to 
recruit and main-
tain staff at a rural 
hospital, lack of 
affordable housing 
for the community 
is a major public 
health concern, 
not merely an 
economic or social 
services issue. 

Access to safe, 
affordable housing 
is a social determi-
nant of health; unstable housing or 
homelessness has negative physical 
and mental health outcomes. The 
stress of unstable housing impacts 
the body, and the financial burden 
of expensive housing can cause 
individuals and families to forgo 
other necessities like preventative 
health care in order to make rent, so 

that when they do incur health care 
costs they are catastrophic. 

Numerous studies show that 
hospitals lose significant money on 
providing care to low-income pa-
tients who cannot afford treatment, 
so it may actually be a cost-saving 

measure for 
Mammoth Hospi-
tal to contribute 
to alleviating the 
effects of unaf-
fordable housing 
for the people it 
treats rather than 
the doctors they 
hire for now. The 
money they want 
to spend on hous-
ing for doctors 
could instead be 
invested in long-
term community 
based housing 
interventions, 
or the upcoming 
County plans to 
invest in public 
housing.

Nikki Lanshaw
Bishop

Editorial Note: Lanshaw graduated 
from Bishop Union High School in 
2010 and is now earning her Masters 
in Public Health at U.C. Berkeley.

It may actually be a 

cost-saving measure 

for Mammoth Hospital 

to contribute to 

alleviating the effects 

of unaffordable housing 

for the people it treats...

”

“

-Nikki Lanshaw

“When our new SGSA manager 
has increased the number of folks 
living in the complex and when 
revenue has exceeded expenses by 
$22,000 in the first quarter of this 
fiscal year, we know we are moving 
in the right direction,” wrote Boccia 
to The Sheet. 

A story on student housing in the 2017 
Mammoth Lakes Foundation newslet-
ter, which came out the same month that 
The Sheet reported Mammoth Hospital 
has plans to purchase the South Gateway 
Student Apartments. 
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Sagittarius: This should be a good 
and memorable year for you Ar-
chers. To help, be sure to be kind to 
yourself and others. It will also help 
to remember that happiness breeds 
happiness and that wearing yellow 
and orange brings harmony and 
romance into your life. Dark blues, 
indigos and black colors bring you 
power and abundance. And tie-dies 
will eventually lead to getting the 
munchies.
Capricorn: With holiday festivities 
picking up, please don’t worry too 
much about what you eat, so long 
as you balance out your food indul-
gences with some athletic bingeing, 
too. You could hit the gym, go for 
long walks, hit the slopes, or make 
lots of love. If you do, you can eat 
what you like, like “Trump Sand-
wiches:” Extra bologna and Russian 
dressing on Wonder Bread, served 
with a small pickle.
Aquarius: Never forget that im-
possible is just a word. A word no 
more powerful that other words like 
improbable, imminent or isosceles. 
That’s why it would be idiotic for 
you to impugn any idyllic dreams 
you have in life. To help you hold 
on, remember what Walt Disney 
said, “I hope we don’t lose sight of 
one thing—that it was all started by 
a mouse.” Or in Mammoth’s case, 
with a Dave.

Pisces: Here are your McNuggets of 
wisdom for the week as the holi-
days approach; #1) Maybe you can’t 
always get what you want, but you 
can always want what you get. #2) 
You never look good trying to make 
someone else look bad. #36) We all 
enjoy long walks, especially when 
taken by someone who annoys us.
Aries: Clouds is calling for your life 
to be balanced for 
the foreseeable 
future. So please 
try to remember 
that for every 
teeter, you’ll have 
a totter, for every 
challenge you’ll 
have a reward and 
for every defeat 
you can work 
through there will 
be plenty of victo-
ries. To help you 
keep happily ped-
dling along, please 
remember this 
Albert Einstein 
quote, “Life is like 
riding a bicycle. To 
keep your balance you must keep 
moving.”
Taurus: Everyone makes mistakes. 
The key is to make yours when no 
one is looking. To help your over-
come any mistakes you’ve made, 
trying adopting a motto from Pearl 

By Clouds McCloud
HORRORSCOPES

S. Buck, “Growth itself contains 
the germs of happiness.” Or, from 
Sterling Archer, “There’s not enough 
liquor or therapy to make up for 
that.”
Gemini: Look, this is how it goes: 
Way too many people say, “look,” 
when they want to make a point. 
White House Press Secretary Sarah 
“Our official response is go cry 

yourself to sleep 
you sissy liberal” 
Huckabee Sanders 
is a perfect exam-
ple. She often uses 
the term before 
speaking. “Look” 
in such cases is 
used to convey the 
idea of truth and 
honesty, though 
that is often far 
from what actually 
follows. To help 
guide us, here’s 
a line from The 
Little Prince: “One 
sees clearly only 
with the heart. 
Anything essential 

is invisible to the eyes.”
Cancer: Since the Stars are re-
porting that several signs will be 
wrestling with challenges like fear 
during the holidays, they’re ask-
ing Cancerians to rise up and be 
the true calming and fun-loving 
folks you are. To help, your words of 
wisdom this week will come from 
old Ben Franklin, “The Constitution 
only gives people the right to pur-
sue happiness. You have to catch it 
yourself.”
Leo: The Stars are asking you to 
think more serendipitously. It will 
help to try to not take anyone or 
anything too seriously. To help, 
just tap into your feline mellow 

self-confident self, remembering 
that you can handle anything, and 
that you’re blessed with nine lives. 
To really help, every time you start 
feeling frustrated, just say, “Are you 
friggin’ kitten me … ow!”
Virgo: Since these low light days 
statistically increase our breeding 
habitats and/or pregnancies, here 
are your good luck getting lucky 
lines. 1) “You know, most stores are 
having 25 percent off sales on stuff 
like underwear. But if you come to 
my place we’ll take underwear 100 
percent off.” 6) “I figured it might 
turn you on to know that I’m bi, 
and I don’t just mean polar.” 9) 
“You must mix concrete for a living, 
because you sure are making my 
tender bits hard.”
Libra: To help you dress for suc-
cess this and every holiday season, 
here are some good luck colors for 
Libras. Your luckiest colors are blue 
and jaded green. Meanwhile, reds 
and violets promote your earning 
potential and spice up your love 
life—which means it looks like 
Santa shouldn’t be the only one 
in your house wearing red to stuff 
some stockings this season.
Scorpio: Since nothing overly 
exciting is going on for you besides 
making sure you let yourself enjoy 
the pre-holidays chaos, here are a 
few general tips for life. A) Never 
cut your own hair, unless you want 
people to think you’re Canadian. B) 
There are various ways to describe 
“Canadian” or “Hockey” hair, such 
as “Kentucky Waterfall,” “Mud flap,” 
“Luscious Lettuce,” and the “Min-
neapolis Mullet.” Q) Never trust 
a Canadian who doesn’t like Tim 
Horton’s. O) Eat more donuts.

There’s not enough 

liquor or therapy to 

make up for that. 

”

“

-Sterling Archer
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New Luxury Townhomes with Alpine Golf Course and Athletic Club Minutes from Mammoth Mountain.

3-4 BEDROOMS UP TO 2,742 SQ. FT. • FROM THE UPPER $700,000’s • SALES 877-766-9275 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM

A NEW
HOME 

FOR 
FAMILY

FUN

NEW RELEASE OF LUXURY TOWNHOMES NOW SELLING!

All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalBRE #01812140. Another Luxury Development by The Chadmar Group
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