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Juan Garcia and Sabrina Lugo help Chris Lucchesse with a Christmas
tree on Thursday, December 7 at the Mammoth High School Boosters’
lot in the Vons parking lot. Christmas trees are at a premium this year
due to a shortage. See story, p. 4.
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NO MORIARTY

Mono Undersheriff calls it quits
By Bodine

M
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From the left, the 2017 Poetry Out Loud winner for Mono County,
Sophia McKee of Lee Vining High School, Mammoth Lakes Repertory
Theatre Artistic Director Shira Dubrovner, and runner up Brayan
Garcia of Coleville High School. For more, see page 14.

ono County Undersheriff Michael
Moriarty has announced his retirement after
just three years with the
department, and 33 years as a
law enforcement officer. His
last day will be December 22.
In a press release this week,
Sheriff Ingrid Braun announced she was heartbroken by Moriarty’s imminent
departure.
Others are not so sad.
Prior to joining Mono
County Sheriff’s Office, Moriarty served as Chief of the
Bureau of Investigation for

the Riverside County District
Attorney’s Office, managing
more than 100 investigators.
Sheriff Braun brought him
on as Undersheriff in 2015
after she was voted into office. Moriarty knew Braun’s
husband, also a cop, from
working with him in Southern California.
“She needed someone to
look at the organization with
fresh eyes,” Moriarty told The
Sheet this week.
It has been his look at
Mono County Search and
Rescue, which operates under the auspices of the Mono

County Sheriff’s Department,
that has spawned some differences of opinion.
A search and rescue call
in October of this year drew
public scrutiny of Moriarty
and rescues performed in
Madera County by Mono
County SAR.
On October 15 at about
11:30 a.m., Mono County Dispatch received a 911 call reporting a 50-year-old female
with a possible broken ankle
who was stuck at Rainbow
Falls.

see MORIARTY, page 6

WE ARE ALL KINGS

Town, Mammoth Resorts and Mammoth Lakes Tourism join in marketing venture with Los Angeles Kings
By Lun ch

M

ammoth Lakes
Tourism (MLT) and
the Town of Mammoth Lakes have decided to
join Mammoth Resorts in a
joint marketing venture with
the Los Angeles Kings of the
National Hockey League.
The three Mammoth entities have agreed to pay the
Kings $2 million over six years
according to Wednesday’s presentation by Town Recreation
Manager Stu Brown at the
regular MLT Board meeting.
Mammoth Resorts will pay
66 percent of the cost, MLT
30 percent and the Town of
Mammoth Lakes 4 percent.
The agreement both broadens and extends the one-year
deal for this year between the
Kings and Mammoth Resorts.
As Brown explained, Mammoth currently has a 25 home
game deal with the Kings this
year, which includes sponsorship of the first intermission
of these games, as well as ads/

banners which appear on the
arena Jumbotron.
With the Town and MLT
signing on, that agreement
will extend to all 41 home
games each season.
Brown said the deal culminates a 20-month process.
In return for the commitment by the Town and MLT,
the Kings have pledged to donate $1 million to Mammoth
Lakes Recreation (MLR) to
help facilitate the construction
of the proposed Multi-Use
Facility for Mammoth Creek
Park.
There are many aspects of
the deal that Brown is excited
about.
First, the proposed rink is
seen as a visitation-driving
amenity that will draw new
users/guests to Mammoth
Lakes.
Brown cited one survey
which stated that Kings fans
are three times as likely than
the average Southern Cali-

Mammoth’s Jaiden Coons handles the puck in last weekend’s match against the San Francisco Sabercats in
Mammoth Lakes. For more photos of the tournament, hosted by Mammoth Hockey, see page 10.
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fornia resident to have gone
skiing or snowboarding in the
past twelve months.
Annual Kings home attendance at the Staples Center in
L.A. is approximately 750,000
per year.

The Kings, via American
Sports Entertainment, have
also expressed a desire to work
with the Town on a limited
management program.
While the facility would
be dedicated to “community

first,” American Sports Entertainment would bring Kingsbranded programs (camps,
tourneys) to Mammoth,
perhaps under some sort of

see KINGS, page 2
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KINGS
continued from page 1
revenue-sharing agreement.
MLT Board members voted unanimously for the deal, although Board
member Paul Rudder asked rhetorically, “Are we spending MLT money
to advertise Mammoth Mountain … I thought we were not supposed to
devote public monies to largely benefit a single organization.”
MLT Executive Director John Urdi explained that it was important not
to confuse the message too much.
Typically, when we go into a market and can only introduce one brand,
we go with Mammoth Resorts, he said, adding that a “rising tide lifts all
boats.”
He also noted that Mammoth Resorts is the biggest payer into the
Tourism Business Improvement District (TBID).
Board member Michael Ledesma was very supportive of the deal. He
said relationships with world-class organizations can reach beyond the
spread sheet and may lead to other fruitful relationships.

Bluesapalooza on hold
Mammoth Brewing Company issued a press release this week saying
the 2018 Bluesapalooza is on an “indefinite hold.”
According to the release, “The current site-use agreement proposal put
forth by the property owner of ‘The Woodsite’ is not financially viable or
supportively encouraging to event management. Our goal was to have
tickets on sale and some headliners booked by December 15, and that is
no longer realistic given the existing and unresolved circumstances.”
In a follow up conversation with Sean Turner, co-owner of Mammoth
Brewing, he indicated the rent for his event has tripled since the Woodsite changed ownership last year.
Mammoth Lakes Tourism committed to give the new owner, Dirk Winters, $300,000 in September of 2016 as part of an agreement to maintain
the Woodsite as an events venue for the next decade.
The $300,000 is supposed to go towards infrastructure improvements.
Winters had planned to create a “Christmas market” at the Woodsite
as he has done in Cambria, but then shifted gears and postponed the
market for this year.
The MLT agreement with Winters included caveats to ensure the
Woodsite remained home to Shakespeare in the Woods and the Labor

Mammoth Lakes

Repertory Theatre

Directed by Drina Durazo

Dec.14-30

Thurs. - Sat. @ 7pm; Sun. @ 4pm
(no shows Dec. 16, 24)
Tickets: MammothLakesRepertoryTheatre.org

sponsored by:
Paul & Kathleen Rudder
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Day Arts Festival. However, the agreement offered no language to ensure or protect the future of Bluesapalooza, Mammoth’s largest summer
event.
Press release conclusion: “The choices before the producers of Bluesapalooza— if an agreement is not reached with the property owners—is to
cancel the event, postpone the event or move the event to a different location that, unfortunately, may be less visitor friendly but economically
viable (a location either in or out of town). None of these are good choices, but [it is] what will need to happen if a favorable option for all parties
(Bluesa, property owner and TOML) cannot be reached. As an aside, in
2017, an estimated $50,000 was raised by local & state-wide non-profits
that were involved with Bluesapalooza.”
The Sheet’s attempts to reach Mr. Winters for comment were unsuccessful.
The Inyo-Mono Air Working
Group (an ad hoc committee
of the Eastern Sierra Council of
Governments) held a meeting on
Thursday, December 7 to hear a
presentation by Jeff Hartz of Mead
& Hunt. Mammoth Lakes Tourism
hired Mead & Hunt to complete
a Strategic Air Plan for long-andshort-term reliable regional air
service solutions.
Some attendees (Inyo County
CAO Kevin Carunchio, Mono
County Supervisor Bob Gardner
and Stephen Kalish, namely) took
exception with what they perceived as a failure to take possible
commercial service at Bishop
Airport seriously.
The Sheet will have the lowlights
from the presentation in next
week’s issue, though some notable
factoids:
The only peer airport that Mammoth has more reliable service
than is Idaho’s Sun Valley.
Mammoth offers 31 percent less
seats than it did in 2014.
Mammoth-Yosemite Airport’s
runway is not suitable for mainline
aircraft (which require a 150-footwide runway. MMH has 100-footlong runways, Bishop Airport has
150-foot-wide runways).
The four top airports for ski traffic passengers are: Los Angeles,
Dallas-Fort Worth, Chicago, and
Newark.
Of the 400 skiers that fly through
LAX to ski destinations every day,
Mammoth Yosemite gets 50 of
them, or approximately 12 percent.
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ADIOS, RESERVES

Financial Plan for Shady Rest purchase depletes Town reserve funds
By Rea

M

ammoth’s Town Council gave
direction for Town staff to
pursue a financial plan for
the purchase of the Shady Rest Parcel
on Wednesday, December 6. Town Attorney Andy Morris said the Town had
provided an initial draft of the purchase plan to the owners of the Parcel,
All California Funding, three weeks
ago, but is still waiting on a reply. “We
have notified them we’d like to bring
the purchase agreement back on December 20,” said Town Manager Dan
Holler. “If not [by then], in January.”
Holler said that the purchase price
of the Parcel, which consists of two
parcels (one 24.54-acre parcel and
another 0.19-acre parcel), is $6.5 million. Additional money, the staff report
read, will be required for completion
of the Phase I environmental review
($14,500), title work and appraisals as
needed ($25,000), and “due diligence
costs,” which include topographic
and potential appraisal work (approximately $4,500, said Holler).
The total funding needed, including
auxiliary expenses, is estimated to be
at $6,544,500, according to the staff
report.
Holler broke down the proposed
funding structure for Council on
Wednesday (below). He said that,
“$195,000 would need to be put as a
deposit in the purchase agreement to
put us into escrow…the issue tonight
is a financing plan to identify just
over $6.5 million that the Town would
be willing to commit to this project
[which] shows we have the capability
to make the purchase.”
The purchase plan depletes some of
the Town’s reserves, utilizing all of the
dedicated housing-related reserves,
as well as a majority of the General
Fund and Gas Tax reserves. The plan
also relies on the use of current year
revenues, which, while currently exceeding budget expectations, assumes
that revenues will continue to meet or
exceed the approved budget.
The Town’s Undesignated Fund balance “would be fully committed to the
purchase” of the Shady Rest Parcel,

according to the staff report. “This will
leave no General Fund reserves readily
available to meet unforeseen needs or
to support other projects or programs.”
Almost all ($450,000) of the current
amount of General Fund Operating
Reserves ($452,071) would be used for
the purchase. The Gas Tax Fund would
also be depleted, with a transfer of
$700,000 from the fund which currently sits at $709,273. Staff recommended
paying back $800,000 to the General
Fund reserves as well as repaying
the full amount taken from the Gas
Tax Fund. Staff also recommended
increasing the Operating Reserves to
$1,800,000 as the investment is paid
back over time.
“The proposed financial plan will
require a high level of fiscal restraint to
maintain the overall financial health of
the Town,” read the staff report.
“For me it boils down to a simple
set of priorities,” said Council member Colin Fernie. “Our job as Council
members is, in addition to having
disciplined financials, really putting
our money where our mouth is ... this
is the single largest investment that
the Town has ever done from a dollars
perspective. I think it’s far and away
the largest investment in workforce
housing. We have the money to do this.
Yes, we are depleting a lot of our funds,
but I think we’re putting our money
exactly where our priorities lie.”
Holler also suggested having fire
crews come out and take the trees at
the parcel down, which could be used
as a donation to the Inyo Mono Advocates for Community Action (IMACA)
in the form of firewood. He said that
might “reduce the purchase price by
$10,000 or so. I think we have time to
do that if the Council is willing to…
make that proposal to the owner.”
A resolution amending the Town of
Mammoth Lakes’ current fiscal year
budget to implement the funding plan
proposed by staff will be presented to
Council at its meeting on Wednesday,
December 20.
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6:30 –10:00PM

SILVER OAK | T WOMEY & JIMMY’S TAVERNA
PROUDLY PRESENT A WONDERFUL WAY TO
KICK OFF YOUR HOLIDAY SE ASON. COME
ENJOY THIS UNIQUE OPPORTUNIT Y TO TASTE
THE ENTIRE LINE OF SILVER OAK & T WOMEY
WINES WITH A DELICIOUS PAIRING 5-COURSE
MENU BY EXECUTIVE CHEF JEREMY GRAHAM.
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WHEREFORE
ART THOU, O CHRISTMAS TREE?
A national Christmas Tree shortage hits home in the Eastern Sierra
By Rea

T

hose hoping to get a Christmas
Tree in the Humboldt-Toiyabe
National Forest are almost out
of luck. The Mammoth Lakes Welcome Center, which issues Christmas
Tree permits, is fresh out of the tags,
which allow intrepid individuals to
venture into prescribed areas of the
National Forest (near Bridgeport) to
choose and cut down their own trees.
The Eastern Sierra Interpretive Association (ESIA), which runs the permit registers within the Forest Service
Ranger Stations, is still selling permits
for the Humboldt-Toiyabe out of the
White Mountain Ranger Station in
Bishop, but not for long.
ESIA “noted that they are selling
unusually fast this year and expect to
sell out,” said Deb Schweizer, Public
Affairs Officer for the Inyo National
Forest, on Wednesday, December 6.
She said that staff at the ESIA office in
Bishop is considering moving some
of those permits to Mammoth based
on demand. Christmas tree permits
for the Humboldt-Toiyabe went on
sale starting Monday, November 20 at
the White Mountain Ranger Station
in Bishop and the Mammoth Lakes
Welcome Center in Mammoth.
Permits for that area are also available through the Bridgeport Ranger
Station, although, Schweizer said,
they are on their last roll of permits
(53 left as of Thursday, December 7).
The high demand is likely due to
several factors, said Erica Hupp, Public Affairs Officer for the HumboldtToiyabe National Forest. She said that
permits out of the Carson Ranger
District went on sale even earlier
than in Mammoth—on November
1. Also, she said, there is a nationwide Christmas tree shortage, and
it’s due, interestingly enough, to the
Great Recession. Consumers bought
fewer trees in 2008, reported the New
York Times last week. Tree growers

The Mammoth High School Boosters have you covered for Christmas Trees—for now. From left: Ryann Ritchie, Lisa Okamoto, Juan
Garcia, Sandi Roll and Sabrina Lugo.
responded to the market downturn
by cutting down fewer trees, which in
turn left less space for new trees to be
planted. Since it takes about a decade
for trees to reach a height where they
can be sold, consumers now are feeling the effects of that less-than-festive
Christmas ten years ago.
The National Christmas Tree Association reported that the average
buyer spent $36.50 on a Christmas
tree in 2008—by 2016, that price had
risen to an average of $74.70.
Christmas tree growers have also
been abandoning the industry—in
Oregon, which is the number one
tree-exporting state in the U.S., the
number of licensed Christmas tree
farmers this year was 392—down
from 699 in 2010, according to the Oregon Agriculture Department. Christmas tree farming has always been
expensive, as trees must be shaped as
they grow, protected from pests, and
transported to their eventual sales
lots. A drought in the west over the
last 5 years didn’t help matters either.
GWD Forestry told the New York
Times that the shortage of trees could

last through 2025.
Shanna Bissonette, president of the
Mammoth High School Boosters, told
The Sheet that their trees, the sales
of which benefit the Boosters, have
not gone up in price in the last five or
six years. The Boosters started selling
their trees on Saturday, December
2, and Bissonette said they still have
plenty in stock. MHS athletes and
students volunteer their time to sell
the trees, which cost anywhere from
$30-$100 (and range from table topsize up to nine feet tall).
For those wishing to cut their own
locally, other options for seeking permits include the Buckboard General
Store in Smith, Nevada (which serves
Yerrington/Smith Valley, Wellington, and Hawthorne). However, the
Buckboard is also on their last roll of
permits, said Schweizer. The Ranger
Station in Carson City has only nine
Bridgeport tags left and, as of press
time, the White Mountain Ranger Station in Bishop has only 40 tags left.
Schweizer said that last year, ESIA
sold 320 tree permits in the Humboldt-Toiyabe. This year, they had 400

permits to issue, and those are all but
gone.
Hupp said that the National Forest
determines the amount of permits to
issue based on prior sales, population
size and demand. “In the two years
I’ve been here, Bridgeport has never
been sold out,” said Hupp.
On the bright side, Deb Schweizer
also added that the Bishop Bureau
of Land Management (BLM) Field
Office (which serves the area out near
Benton Crossing, where Pinyon Pines
can be harvested) does not expect to
sell out of permits, and that they are
slower than usual this year.
The Inyo National Forest does not
issue Christmas Tree permits because
they do not have the authority to do
so based on National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) analysis, said Schweizer, but the Inyo may be exploring
that possibility in the coming years.
For those thinking of “poaching” trees
in the forest (cutting down a tree
without a permit), Schweizer said that
fines range from $330 (at minimum)
to a maximum of $5,000 and 6 months
in jail.

MMS HOOPS DEFEATS LEE VINING

Mammoth Middle School Basketball defeated Lee Vining 22-9 on Tuesday, December 5.
Photos, from left: Leo Daniels drives to the basket, Peyton Barragan shoots for
Mammoth, and Tyler Jones goes up for a lay-up.
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A LIONHEARTED CHRISTMAS PARTY

PHOTO: LUNCH

Mammoth Lakes Lion Club and guests celebrated its Christmas party at The Mogul on the evening of Wednesday, December 6.

BUY
A
BOARD,
BUILD
A
RINK
Mammoth Recreation Commission seeks sponsorships for the Multi-Use Facility/ “Park”
By Giles
t the Tuesday, December 5 meeting of Mammoth’s Recreation
Commission, Parks and Recreation Director Stuart Brown reported
that preliminary designs for the MultiUse Facility (MUF) will be finalized by
the end of the month, along with bid
specifications. Brown reported that
HMC Architects, the firm contracted to
design the building, and town staff had
finalized the preliminary design for the
facility.
Brown said that the project is expected to cost $12 million, of which
$8.6 million have been secured to date.
Site work is scheduled to begin at Mammoth Creek Park West in May. Brown
said Town staff intend to advertise the
bid for the project in March or April
2018, and expect construction of the facility to begin in July or August of 2018,
with partial completion by June 2019
and full completion in October 2019.
Brown said that HMC Architects predicts it will take nine months to build
the ice rink and roof, and five additional
months to build the rest of the building,
including the community center. He
said the department plans to operate
its summer camps and programming
out of the ice rink starting in June 2019,
when its lease with Mammoth Unified
School District, who owns the existing
RecZone, expires. Brown said camps
will be based out of the rink portion of

A

the MUF while construction is underway on the lobby and community
center.
Mammoth Lakes Recreation Executive Director told the Recreation Commission that he is “anticipating an 18
to 24 month complete runway to raise
$1.5 to $1.8 million.” As of this week,
McClain said that, to date, $50,000 have
been raised for the project.
Commission Chair Betsy Truax
asked how much of the unmet funding
needs to have be secured before the

project can go out to bid. Brown said
that “there are a lot of moving parts…
but you do need to have a majority of
the funds in the bank.” He said how
much the Town have secured before
construction begins will depend on the
structure of the final bid package. “We
will need to at least get enough funding
to get phase one, the rink, going… then
as the funding comes along, we can
kind of build out the remaining structures,” said Brown. Brown announced
that staff have rolled out a community

INTERESTED IN
BECOMING A
PEACE OFFICER?

Cerro Coso’s P.O.S.T. Academy
begins January 16th

INFORMATION
SESSION

Dec. 12 - 6pm - Bishop Campus
Community Rm - 4090 W. Line St.
What is the P.O.S.T. Academy?
What is the Academy like from a student’s
perspective?
What do faculty expect from Academy
students?
What career opportunities are available for
Academy graduates?
How do I sign up?
Get your career in law enforcement started!

Sign up
today!
760-872-1565
Or visit our website
www.cerrocoso.edu/escc/bishop

campaign to raise funds for the rink’s
roof, which will cost $1 million more
than originally forecast. Brown said
the “Build a Roof” campaign will raise
funds by selling sponsorships to local
businesses. Sponsorships are available
at various prices and include advertising graphics on dasher boards, the
panels that will surround the ice rink at
the MUF once it is constructed. Brown
said the program has the potential to
raise $38,000 per year in revenue, once
the rink is constructed.

6

I

COVER STORY/LOCAL NEWS

www.thesheetnews.com

THE SHEET I Saturday, December 9, 2017

MORIARTY
continued from page 1
Rainbow Falls, Devil’s Postpile and
Highway Patrol helicopter to retrieve
Reds Meadow are in Madera County,
the injured party. The cost of the
but Mono SAR has handled emerhelicopter rescue could not be detergency calls in that area since 1994,
mined, as CHP did not return calls to
per a memorandum of understandThe Sheet.
ing (MOU) between the two counties
At 4 p.m. on October 15, 2017,
dated the same year. The MOU also
Mono County Paramedics received
states that Madera will reimburse
a call from Mammoth Hospital, in
Mono County for expenses related to
which they were asked to transport
rescues performed within its boundthe patient with the broken ankle
aries.
from Rainbow Falls to Mammoth
Moriarty said he had not found any
Hospital by way of Mammoth-Yoevidence that Madera County had
semite Airport. According to a letter
reimbursed Mono for any rescues
written by Mammoth Lakes Fire Chief
carried out within its boundaries by
Frank Frievalt which was obtained
Mono SAR since 1994. In July 2016,
by The Sheet, medics reported that
Moriarty invited members of Madera
the patient had told them, “They had
County Sheriff’s Department to Mono cell service and placed a call to 911
County so they could see what the
and were told that Mono County was
sliver of Madera County that enunable and refusing to respond to
compasses Devil’s Postpile and Reds
their location, and that the next best
Meadow looks like, and see what goes option was to use some other neighon there. He said
boring county
most of the Madera
that sounded like
County Sheriff’s
somewhere on
Office employees
the west side to
Something went
had never seen
respond [to their
terribly wrong... but
that corner of their
emergency], and
county before and
that they could be
it was a catalyst for
were not aware
there but not until
of its popularity
after dark.”
change.
among tourists and
Frievalt added
hikers.
that Mono County
After that meet-Sheriff Ingrid Braun Paramedics said
ing, the Madera
that the usual
County Sheriff’s
procedure for such
Office agreed to
a scenario would
begin reimbursbe for their agency
ing Mono County
to respond to the
for SAR expenses.
emergency, and
Madera receives tax revenue from
request three to four people from
the businesses at Devil’s Postpile
Mammoth Lakes Fire Department
and Reds Meadow, but the Madera
to assist. They said that, for a typical
County Assessor’s Office did not have
rescue of this kind, the patient would
those figures available by press time.
usually be to safety in an hour. It took
A month after the meeting, on
more than 5 hours for this mission to
August 21, 28-year-old Ahmad Tamin
be completed.
Najib jumped into a pool below
Moriarty said that he knew the risks
Rainbow Falls and never came up,
associated with passing the rescue
as reported in The Sheet’s August 26,
off to Madera County Sheriff’s Office
2016 story, “Tustin Man Dies Below
were low, as the patient was not sufRainbow Falls.”
fering from a life-threatening injury.
Moriarty said Mono SAR and the
Had there been serious injuries or
Sheriff’s Department spent more
fatalities, Moriarty said, “We would
than 30 hours on the scene rescuing
have rolled out the world.”
another party stuck on a ledge above
Neither Sheriff Braun nor Frievalt
the falls, and trying to recover Najib’s
were made aware of the situation at
body.
Rainbow Falls on October 15 until the
following day, and neither were conFollowing the incident, Mono
sulted by Moriarty when he decided
County sent Madera County a bill for
not to send Mono SAR to assist with
$5,000. Moriarty said Madera County
the rescue. When she did hear about
never paid a dime.
the incident, Sheriff Braun sent a
Representatives from Madera
memo to her department stating that
County Sheriff’s Department were
future calls from Devil’s Postpile and
unavailable for comment.
Reds Meadow would be directed to
Fast forward to October 15, 2017,
Madera County Sheriff’s Office, and
and at approximately 11:40 a.m.,
that if they ask for assistance, Mono
the call reporting the hiker with the
County will comply and bill them
broken ankle at Rainbow Falls was
accordingly. She also wrote a letter of
transferred to Madera County Sherapology to the party.
iff’s Office. Madera County Sheriff’s
Moriarty said Madera County
Office called Mono County Sheriff’s
Office at 12:16 p.m., and briefed them started paying its bills the day after it
received Frievalt’s letter.
on the situation. Madera called again
At the December 5 Mono County
at 1:45 p.m. to request Mono SAR’s
Supervisors meeting, Supervisor
assistance with the rescue, and were
Stacy Corless announced she has
told to call the local California Ofbeen investigating the possibility of
fice of Emergency Services for help.
readjusting the county lines to incorBasically, Madera County was told to
porate that portion of Rainbow Falls
do the SAR by itself because it hadn’t
and Reds Meadow into Mono.
paid its bill, Moriarty said.
“Something went terribly wrong,”
Madera County utilized a California

“

”

Braun admitted in an interview with
The Sheet. “But, it was a catalyst for
change.”
Braun insisted there is no connection between this incident and
Moriarty’s retirement, Braun said.
“He’s been a friend and mentor for
many years,” she added. Braun will be
running for reelection in 2018.
And yet ...
Moriarty was also known for having
relieved several members of the SAR
team of their duties during his tenure.
Moriarty said he not see the professionalism or integrity he expected
from a group volunteering for the
Mono County Sheriff’s Department.
“They clearly didn’t identify as volunteers, but as their own entity,” Moriarty said. “It was because they had
been neglected by the Sheriff’s Office.
I made sure they weren’t neglected.”
He let several people go from the
team, but he did not say how many.
If there was a required training and
a volunteer didn’t show, that person
was no longer a volunteer. Volunteers
would show up to a call in sandals
and shorts, said Moriarty, adding that
one member came to a 10 a.m. training with a beer in hand.
“I don’t think anybody wants a SAR
member being under the influence

PHOTO: MONO COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Undersheriff Michael Moriarty in 2015
with Sheriff Ingrid Braun during his
swearing in ceremony.
when they’re on a call,” he said.
Many team members embraced
the change. Some didn’t. There are 27
new SAR volunteers.
Representatives from Mono SAR
refused to comment at this time.

Sheriff Braun said in a press release
issued on December 5 that Moriarty’s
service “shepherded [the Mono County
Sheriff’s Office] into the modern era
of policing,” adding that “I completely
understand and support his desire to
retire from a rewarding career while
still young enough to enjoy time with
his wife, children and grandchildren.”

She has named Lieutenant Phil
West to replace Moriarty.

HOUSING...
NOW?
Town Council accepts Housing Action Plan, with some amendments

By Rea

A

t its regular meeting on
Wednesday, December 6,
Mammoth’s Town Council
voted 5-0 to accept the Housing Action Plan compiled by WSW Consulting, with a few caveats. Mayor John
Wentworth added to the Council’s
motion that a “transition period”
be established, and that Town staff
report back to the Council at its first
meeting in February on the progress of an inventory of staff capacity
within the Town and Mammoth Lakes
Housing (MLH).
Consultant Wendy Sullivan said at
a housing workshop on November
15 that the Town should invest in at
least one full-time Town staff member
to tackle housing (see “A Brand New
World,” November 18). Council member Bill Sauser said on Wednesday
that some of the recommendations
made in the Action Plan “may not be
completely implementable,” specifically the addition of a dedicated Town
staff member to act as Housing Coordinator. “We may not have an extra
point of [Transient Occupancy Tax]
that we can dedicate here. We may
not be able to hire an extra employee
unless we want to eliminate the police position we just hired.”
Another addition to the motion
presented by Mayor Wentworth was
that Council member Colin Fernie
and Wentworth (who are both on the
Housing committee) “work with the
Town Manager and Mammoth Lakes
Housing to try and draft a scope of
work and deliverables” as an addendum to the Town’s contract with
MLH.
Finally, Wentworth asked that a
graphic representation of the Action

Plan’s foundational structure (presented as a flow chart of positions
and responsibilities within the Town
and MLH) be amended to provide
a clear link between the roles of the
Community and Economic Development Director and the proposed
position of Housing Coordinator with
that of Mammoth Lakes Housing.
“The contract with MLH [requires]
reporting to the [proposed] Housing
Coordinator,” said Wentworth.
MLH Executive Director Jennifer
Halferty thanked Council and Mammoth Mountain Ski Area for funding
the development of the Action Plan.
She also said the housing crisis
will take years of work to solve. “The
200-300 units [the plan] calls out is a
five-year action plan,” said Halferty.
“There are still a lot of units we’ll
need down the road. There are a lot
of solutions we need to look at.”
However, she said, “I’ve been with
MLH since 2006, and I’ve been in the
community for 20 years now. It’s very
refreshing to see [housing] become a
number one priority.”
Mammoth Mountain Ski Area’s Tom
Hodges reiterated that the ski area’s
assistance with funding the Housing
Needs Assessment and Action Plan
was “the best money we ever spent.”
Hodges said that the Mountain’s
original commitment to the project
was $250,000, but that “I think at
the end of the day we’re somewhere
around $180,000 spent on this…it’s all
around a great effort.”
Town staff will report back to Council at its February 7 meeting on the
progress made in taking staff inventory and evaluating the capacity for a
Housing Coordinator.
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BIG
TURNOUT
FOR
ESAC
FUNDRAISER
More than 300 locals demonstrated their support of avalanche forecasting by the Eastern Sierra Avalanche Association
By Gile s

O

n Saturday, December 2, backcountry skiers, snowmobilers,
and climbers turned out to
support the Eastern Sierra Avalanche
Center (ESAC) for its annual fundraiser at Mammoth Mountain Ski Area’s
Eagle Lodge.
Between raffles, a silent auction,
and ticket sales, the event raised
$19,000 for ESAC. Local artist Ann
Piersall donated proceeds from the
sale of her prints, which feature skylines of the Eastern Sierra, to ESAC’s
cause.
According to President Nate Greenberg, the event drew more than 300
people for beer, networking around
snow, and Townsend’s presentation.
Proceeds from the event support
avalanche forecasting seven days a
week in the Eastern Sierra.

Above (L-R): Aaron, Renee, and Howard Durlester. The
Durlesters attended Saturday’s event after Aaron, who skies
for Mammoth Mountain Ski Area, took an ESAC clinic.

Above (L-R): Mandy Lamberth, and Amanda Greenberg.

Above (L-R): ESAC Avalanche Forecaster Clancy Nelson and Matt Liebersbach. Local mountain guides Connie Morrison and Lauren Breitenbach. Forecaster Josh Feinberg, Ryan
Hutter, Forecaster Doug Lewis, and Sierra Mountain Guides Co-Owner Howie Schwartz.
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EASTSIDE
YOUTH
HOCKEY
SCORES
Bishop and Mammoth teams fare well in third annual Winter Classic Hockey Tournament

Photos by Bret Hamilton
ver the weekend of December
2, Mammoth Youth Hockey
hosted the third annual
Mammoth Lakes Winter Classic
Hockey Tournament. Teams competed in three divisions: Squirt, Peewee, and High School, and players
ranged from age nine to 17. Eighteen
games were played over a three-day
period.
Participating teams included the
San Diego Saints, San Francisco
Sabercats, Las Vegas Junior Golden
Knights, Tahoe Grizzlies, Reno Junior Wolfpack, Bishop Broncos, and
Mammoth Stars.
Bishop and Mammoth teams fared
well against teams from big cities.
Bishop High School and Mammoth
High School tied after a shoot-out.
There were noteworthy performances by Mammoth High’s Connor
Van Kampen, who scored a hat trick
against the Reno Junior Wolfpack,
and Mazie Dobson for the Mammoth Stars.
There were 180 participants and
500 total guests were estimated to
descend upon Mammoth for the
weekend.

O

Above: Jaiden Coons and Parker Trimble for Mammoth
Hockey. Below: Chance Villar goes for the save.

Above: Chance Villar in goal for Bishop Unified High School.

Jacob Gilbert and Ridge Ray face off for Mammoth Hockey.
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CURLING: DO YOU HAVE THE STONES?
Mammoth Lakes Parks and Recreation Department brings a new winter sport to town

By Rea
ne of the pastimes of the great
white north is coming to Mammoth Lakes—the Recreation
Department is introducing the sport
of curling to the Mammoth Ice Rink
this winter.
“It’s sort of a combination of pool
and bowling,” said Amanda Carlson,
laughing, searching for an analogy
for the sport, which is also sometimes compared to shuffleboard on
ice. Mammoth curling enthusiast Ian
Birrell said that the sport is scored like
a game of darts.
Teams slide granite stones (known
as “rocks”) across a circular target
marked on ice, while “sweepers” use
specialized brooms to slow down or
speed up the trajectory of the stone
toward its target. Curling originated
in Europe, but has since become immensely popular in Canada and the
northern United States. The Wisconsin Historical Society reported that a
curling stone inscribed with the date
1511 was found when an old pond was
drained in Dunblane, Scotland.
Birrell, who plans to join the Mammoth Curling League (it starts January 7), says he grew up in Scotland,
“and my involvement in curling is
based around my family,” who were
“big curlers.” Birrell said that both
his mother and father were involved
in the sport, and his father toured in
Canada twice with the Rotary International. He said that all the granite

O

for the regulation stones comes from
Scotland (the traditional source is
from the Ailsa Craig island off the
Ayrshire coast of Scotland, but some
stones are also made with granite from
the Trefor Granite Quarry in Wales).
Recreation Director Stu Brown said
that it cost $6,250 to purchase a used
set of stones from Dakota Curling Supplies, and that the Town is also renting
another set of stones for the season, at
a cost of $840. Brown said that Measure R funds were used to pay for the
stones, with additional funding from
the Town.
Brown said that 23 people have
already signed up for the curling clinic
that the Mammoth Recreation Department has scheduled for this Saturday,
December 9. The clinic is limited to
approximately 30 participants, in
order to coordinate with the Granite
Curling Club, who will be leading the
clinic.
Carlson said she’s always been interested in the sport because she grew
up in North Dakota, and “there were
probably seven ice rinks in my town,
with two of them just dedicated to
curling.” Carlson said that “if it weren’t
for curling, nobody would get any
exercise in the winter, because it’s too
dang cold in North Dakota! It’s so cold,
you go into an ice rink to get warm!”
“You’re out there in the cold predominantly,” said Birrell. “So you’re all
wrapped up in your ski gear, and you

Lauren Plum cleans up at last year’s curling clinic in Mammoth.
normally have a hip flask of Scotch in
your pocket.” Editor’s note: the Mammoth Ice Rink is a drug, alcohol and
tobacco free facility, but that sounds
like a lot of fun.
“When I heard from [Program and
Facilities Coordinator Lauren Plum]
that they were organizing a league, I
was so down for it,” said Birrell. “In
the sporting world, Scotland isn’t great
at winning medals or world cham-

pionships, but in curling, Scotland
is competitive.” Curling became an
official sport in the Winter Olympic
Games at the 1998 Winter Olympics
(and while Scotland hasn’t yet taken a
medal, Canada and Sweden have been
bringing home golds).
Carlson said she’s excited about the
sport coming to Mammoth because,
“it’s a different social option for people
in Mammoth that’s not a high-adrenaline, high-impact sport.”
Since the Mammoth Ice Rink isn’t
a dedicated curling rink, Brown said
that they will be drawing the circles
used to keep score (known as “houses” in curling lingo) on the ice with
Sharpie marker, using a beam compass. Water will then be sprayed over
the marks to freeze them, so they don’t
disappear during play.
The Mammoth Ice Rink will be
hosting a curling clinic on Saturday,
December 10 at 6:30 p.m. for those
who want to learn what the sport
entails and possibly consider joining
the league.
“We’re just so excited to…do something that’s really accessible and fun
and not intimidating, but also social,”
said Carlson. “It’s a chance to do
something community-wise, rather
than going for happy hour.”
Pre-registration is required for
Saturday’s clinic. To sign up, call
760.965.3695 or 760.965.3697 or visit
www.mammothicerink.com.
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NO CLASS-IFIEDS/NOTICES

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:

NO CLASS-IFIEDS
Help Wanted

Sierra Employment Services, Inc is
hiring for the following positions
Sierra Employment Services, Inc. is hiring for the following positions:
Carpenters M $29-$35
Front Desk B (DOE)
Dietary Aide Walker $13
Housekeeping Supervisor M $15
Apprentice Carpenters M $15-$20
Housekeepers M/Crowley $15-$18
General Laborers M/B $11-$15
Call 760.924.0523 or 760.873.8599
See our full job list online
www.SierraEmployment.com

Housekeepers ($11)
Cooks
Dishwashers
Maintenance Worker
Please complete an application at
164 Old Mammoth Rd.
or e-mail pl@thelandingtahoe.com
Part Time Evening Host Needed
Thurs-Sat 4-11pm, 3-4 days per week
over holidays and 1-2 days a week regular
winter, Host/Guest Services at 5 star
lodge, computer work, answering phones.
Hourly rate: $13-$14 DOE, Email resume
to sarah@mammothsierraonline.com
Full time Maids Needed.Vacation rental company, Experience required, Must
have vehicle. Call Luis at 760.914.0768
The Austria Hof Lodge has a position
open for a full orpart-time front desk
associate. Experience is preferred but
not required. we are looking for someone who is motivated, reliable and
enjouys customer service. Please call
760.934.2764 or stop by 92r Cabyon Blvd.
for an application.
TONIK - NOW HIRING
Full and Part time Positions Available
Join our awesome team, work in a fun
environment. Pick up an application at
Tonik, 501 Old Mammoth Road.
Mammoth Business Essentials
Has an immediate opening for a full time
(40 hours/week) sales associate.
Monday through Friday with occasional
Saturday hours. Excellent customer
service skills are a must. Drop your application or resume off at 1934 Meridian
Blvd
or email to: craig@mammothbusiness.
com.
The Austria Hof Lodge has housekeeping positions available. Full or part-time
starting at $13.50 per hour. We are looking
for motivated responsible people. Please
call 760.934.2764 or stop by 92r Cabyon
Blvd. for an application.
Norco 76 is hiring mini-mart cashier/
clerk Apply in person.
NOW HIRING - front desk/customer
service, part time/full time, competitive
wage based on experience. Computer
knowledge a must. Please send resume to
manager@1849condos.com.
The Outlaw Saloon is hiring experienced candidates for the following
positions: Assistant Manager, Daytime
Bartender, and Expediter. Drop off your
resume to management between 4-6pm
daily ask for Hector.
Restaurant SKADI seeks to hire a
part-time bus person with the desire and
aptitude to learn. We are looking for a motivated and talented person with 1-2 years
experience who will fit in to our mountain
town culture while displaying professionalism, discipline, and positivity. Please
email an application to info.skadi@gmail.
com or stop by anytime before 5 pm.

Help Wanted

Temporary Snow Removal Operators
The Town of Mammoth Lakes is looking
for Temp Snow Removal Operators for the
2017/18 winter season. $22.92 - $26.53/
hr. Commercial license required. Fulltime hours, opportunity to work day
or night shifts and potential overtime.
Secure a job for the winter and be part of
a dedicated, hard-working road crew!
Full Time Maintenance Manager
Needed Looking for a responsible and
reliable Maintenance / Property Manager
for upscale Mammoth community. Previous maintenance experience required.
Bilingual preferred. Full time, 40 hours
per week. Pay DOE. Email resume to
info@mammothresortmanagement.com,
call 760.934.8372, or stop by 1914 Meridian Blvd.
Maintenance Assistant Job:
Must be able & willing to assist with
maintaining & repairing 20 chalets &
other structures. Experience is needed in
snow removal, electrical, painting, carpentry & plumbing. This candidate must
be able to perform vehicle maintenance
on a variety of vehicles/equipment.
Debbie & Mike Crowe
Mammoth Mountain Chalets
800.327.3681 Ext 0 (CA)
  760.934.8518 Ext 0
  Reservations@MMChalets.com

Holiday Haus Motel and Hostel Now
Hiring for year round permanent position for a Front Desk Person. Excellent
pay DOE.Please contact Todd Roberts
at 760.934.2414 or stop by and see us in
person at 3905 Main Street in Mammoth
Lakes.
Hotel seeking front desk agent/night
audit position. Must be available to work
graveyard shifts 11:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m.
16-24 hours per week. Perfect if you already have a part time job and are looking
to pick up extra shifts. Hospitality experience is a plus but not required. Starting hourly ranges based on experience.
Please deliver resume in person or pick
up application at Sierra Lodge located at
3540 Main Street or send to info@sierralodge.com.
Mammoth Hospital is looking for an HR
Assistant/Generalist! Check out our website to apply.

For Rent

Mammoth Slopes Home , Room for
rent W/private bathroom, Walk to Village
& Shuttle Utilities Included W/D Internet Must be Dog Friendly Non Smoker
$1100 per month Available 11-15-17
760.965.6715
Restaurant space for lease. 2000 – 4000
sq feet. Liquor license available. Email
interest to dave@mammothgear.com
2BR,1B Apartment for Rent Unfurnished washer/dryer hook-up, no garage.
$1500.00, Studio Loft $950.00 Both
require 1 year lease, and local references.
Greg 760.937.7569.

For Hire
Bookkeeping Services Available. Let me
keep your books up-to-date and in order
while you focus on your business or travel
the world! Experienced in Quickbooks,
Microsoft Office, Dropbox, Google Docs.
Great references available. 805.540.0902.
Z-Z-ZIPPERS! Quality work, speedy
service. Sportswear, parkas, pants, packs &
duffels. Hems, too! Call 760.873.4499.
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Help Wanted

Mammoth Rock & Bowl/Mammoth
Rock Brasserie has the following positions available. Bowling Desk Employees,
Server, Bartender, Brasserie Hostess.
Contact Kevin O’Connell 760.934.4200
ext.223, or Ann Ward ext. 221

Samuel Vasily
2 Shady Rest Road, P.O. Box 9007
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546
This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name
listed above on November 21,2017.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on November 21,
2017
File Number 17-223
2017-0233 (12/2, 12/9, 12/16, 12/23)
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Salon 437

Amy Rene Wild
437 Old Mammoth Road # B2,
P.O. Box 7014
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

Work With The Best. Footloose Sports,
nationally recognized as a top 60 retailer,
is hiring for the upcoming season. We
are seeking a staff who work as hard as
they play. We’re looking for responsible
individu
als, passionate about winter sports, and
motivated to provide the best in customer
service. We have full and part-time positions open in our sales, rental,boot,and ski
repair departments. We are offering great
pay DOE, discounts and flexible hours,
in progressive work enviroment. Call
us at 760.934.2400. Go to our website at
www.footloosesports.com or e-mail your
resume to footloose@footloosesports.com
to schedule an interview.
Wanted Administrative Assistant for
Our Resort We need someone to join our
team and assist our manager with guest
services, operations and some marketing. This full time permanent position is
available immediately. Duties would be
to assist the manager with the day to day
operations including but not limited to:
reservations, customer service, front desk,
housekeeping supervisory duties (pre and
post checks and assisting when needed),
assisting with guest arrivals/departures
and regular relief of manager on manager's days off. Also assisting with marketing
and social media.
Experience Required: Customer service a
must, lodging or hospitality background
preferred, but not required. Must be willing to have a flexible schedule and take on
special projects as needed. Training will
be provided.
Debbie & Mike Crowe
Mammoth Mountain Chalets
800.327.3681 Ext 0 (CA)
  760.934.8518 Ext 0
  Reservations@MMChalets.com
Seeking Director of Development
Mammoth Lakes Foundation seeks an
experienced Development Director with
a track record of raising significant funds
in a nonprofit setting, has experience in
event management, and has a passion for
building relationships. Please visit mammothlakesfoundation.org and click on
"Jobs" for more information.
Substitutes Bus Drivers wanted for
Eastern Sierra Unified School locations:
Benton, Lee Vining/June Lake, Bridgeport
and Coleville. Certification and training
will be paid for licensing by the employer.
$17.76 per hour starting
For more details and application call Rhea
Kerby or Dyanna Hernandez at 760-9327311
For more details and application log onto
www.edjoin.org
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Eastside Snow Removal

This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant has not yet begun to transact business under the fictitious business
name listed herein.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on November 22,
2017
File Number 17-228
2017-0234 (12/2, 12/9, 12/16, 12/23)
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
GORDOS LLC

Luis Javier Curiel
P.O. Box 242
June Lake, Ca. 93529
This business is conducted by a limited liability company. The registrant commenced
to transact business under the fictitious
business name listed above on November
22, 2017.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on November 22,
2017.
File Number 17-229.
2017-0236 (12/9, 12/16, 12/23, 12/30)
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
High Sierra Sales

Dave Swisher
P.O. Box 412, 10 Blue Lake Way
LeeVinning, Ca. 93541
This business is conducted by a husband
and wife. The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious
business name listed above on November
20,2017.This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Mono County on November
20,2017.File Number 17-222
2017-0230 (11/25, 12/2, 12/9, 12/16)
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Lozano Labor Plus

Billie Edmund Lazano
1400 US HWY 6,
Bishop, Ca. 93514
This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant has not yet begun to transact business under the fictitious business
name listed herein.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on November 22,
2017
File Number 17-232
2017-0237 (12/9, 12/16, 12/23, 12/30)
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
RNDM Media

Jeff Bonneau
62 Berner Street P.O. Box 7976
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

Todd Robertson
P.O. Box 7379 Mammoth Lakes, Ca.
93546

This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name
listed above on September 1, 2017.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on December 5,
2017.
File Number 17-239
2017-0239 (12/9, 12/16, 12/23, 12/30)

This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name
listed above on August 15,2017.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on September 21,
2017. File Number 17-186
2017-0232 (12/9, 12/16, 12/23, 12/30)
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calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC

TOWN STUFF

Happy Hour/

December 7-8/

The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill,
Pursuit of Happiness Hour, 3-6 p.m.
$1 off draft beers, $2 off wine, $4 well
drinks, $2 off specialty drinks. $5
Flatbread.
Outlaw Saloon: Monday: All Night
Happy Hour; 4-Midnight,Tues-Fri 4-6
p.m. Tuesday: $2 Tacos 4-10 p.m.;
6-9 p.m. Wing Wednesday 50% off
all wings. Thursday: Burger & Beer
special 4-9 p.m. See ad, p. 9.
Roberto’s 4-6 p.m. every day.
Austria Hof 5-8 p.m. daily. See ad, p. 8.
Whitebark Restaurant Bar & Lounge
Unwind with daily drink and food
specials 4-6 p.m. Half price sushi
Mondays.
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour 4:30-7
p.m. daily and all day Sunday. $5
dollar menu items, drink specials. See
ad, p. 10.
Petra’s Bistro Happy Hour, 5-6 p.m.
every day. See ad, p. 10
Mammoth’s famous Slocums Happy
Hour Mon. thru Fri 4-6; Saturdays
4-5. Closed Sun.
Happy Hour @ The Bistro at
Snowcreek, 4:30-6:30 p.m. daily.
Mammoth Tavern Happy Hour
Tuesday-Sunday 3:30-5:30 p.m.
Closed Mondays.
Smokeyard weekend Happy Hour 4-6
p.m. in the bar only.
Side Door Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m.
Giovanni’s Happy Hour, daily 4-6
p.m. Large pizza and a pitcher of beer
gets you free wings.
Lakanuki Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m.,
$4.50 margaritas, Mai Tais. Happy
Hour drink specials 10 p.m.-close.
Black Velvet Coffee’s Happy Hour,
from 4-6 p.m. every day.
Morrison’s Happy Hour Daily
4-6 p.m.

Friday, December 8/

Jack Rabbit Slim & Dallas High
Desert Banjo at Black Sheep Coffee
Roasters. Jailbird Country from
6:30-8:30 p.m. @ Black Sheep Coffee
Roasters, Bishop.

Sunday, December 10/

Some Assembly Required plays @
Black Doubt Brewery, 7-9 p.m. Free.
Football Happy Hour Specials @ The
Outlaw Saloon. Specials run during
the game. First game @10 a.m. See ad,
p. 9.
Album Release Party for Sophie
Bijjani. 5 p.m. at Black Sheep Coffee.

Monday, December 11/

Bowling ‘n Beats @ Mammoth Rock
‘n Bowl.
Manic Mondays @ the Outlaw Saloon
Happy Hour 4 p.m.-close. See ad, p. 9

Tuesday, December 12/

Tuesday Night Special @ Morrison’s
Glass of wine or draft Coors Light
with any entree.
Karaoke @ Rafters with DJ CDS, 10
p.m.
• Chicken & Beef Teriyaki
• Tempura • Tonkatsu • Sukiyaki
• Calamari • Sushi
• Full Service Cocktail Bar
& Lounge
760-872-4801
Open at 5 p.m.
635 N. Main St.
Bishop
25 years of experience

japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar

Thursday, December 14/

Open Mic night @ Side Door in
Mammoth Lakes. $5 beer & wine
specials, $7 mules. 6 p.m.

Friday, December 15/

Pre-Night of Lights Party @ Liberty
Bar. Music by the Jaded Haters @ 9
p.m. See ad, p. 7.

Backcountry Film Festival shows in
Lone Pine (Thursday December 7 at
the Museum of Western Film History)
and Mammoth Lakes (Friday, December 8 at the Inyo National Forest
Auditorium). Doors open at 6 p.m.
and films begin at 7 p.m. Tix: $15

Friday, December 8/

Snacks and Art @ the Mammoth
Lakes Library. Create a Christmas
wreath out of fabric scraps. 1 p.m.
Ages 8 & up.
Light Up a Life Hospice Tree Lighting Ceremony. 5:30 p.m. at Hospice
of the Owens Valley, 363 Academy
Ave, Bishop. Refreshments follow
ceremony.

Saturday, December 9/

MHS Ski and Snowboard Team
fundraiser. Screening of “Drop-In:
Bloody Couloir” @ 6:30 p.m. @ the
Mammoth Lakes Welcome Center
Auditorium. Tix: $15/adults, $10/
students.
DSES Whiteout Extravaganza Fundraiser. 6 p.m. @ Canyon Lodge. Tix:
$85, VIP Tix: $1,500. Info/Tickets:
760.934.0791 or Second Chance Thrift
Store, Mammoth Lakes.
June Lake Women’s Club Breakfast
with Santa. 8-10 a.m. at the June Lake
Community Center. Breakfast is free
for kids and adults are $5. All ages
welcome.
Free Curling Clinic at the Mammoth
Ice Rink. 6:30 p.m. Call 760.965.3697
to register. Space is limited.
Inyo Council for the Arts holiday
craft fair @ ICA. 10 a.m. at ICA, 137
Main St. in Bishop.
Laws Railroad Museum: Railroad
Express. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at the Laws
Railroad Museum, Silver Canyon
Road in Bishop.
Bishop Nursery Workshop: Holiday
Container. 1-3 p.m. at Bishop
Nursery, 789 Home St.
Bishop Paiute Tribe COSA Walk.
Count birds with the Eastern Sierra
Audubon Society. Meet 8:30 a.m. at
the BLM Offices, Pacu Lane, Bishop.
Elks Club National Hoop Shoot Free
Throw Contest 10 a.m. @ Barlow
Gym, Bishop. Info: 760.873.3230.
Chasing AdVANture Project with
local Chris Benchetler. 5-7 p.m.
@ Mammoth Sports, The Village.
Tour The Stealthy Marmot Van, see
the Mammoth premiere of his film,
“Chasing AdVANture.”
ICARE Shopping Day. 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. at Spellbinder Books, Bishop. See
sidebar, next page.
Mono County Democratic Central
Committee. Meets 10:15 a.m. @
Mammoth Lakes Library. Meet Tom
Pratt, candidate for California Senate
District 8, and Karen Bedow (formerly
Sibert), candidate for Mammoth
Lakes Town Council.

Sunday, December 10/

Celebrating the life of Jim Pettigrew
at Little Eagle Lodge in Mammoth
Lakes. Anyone who wishes to share
photos please email jesbarker@hotmail.com. 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Christmas Choir and Handbell Concert. 6:30-8 p.m. at 205, N. Fowler St.,
Bishop. Free.
Climate-friendly Christmas Party
with 350 Inyo. 2:30 p.m. at the Carles’
house in Mono City, at 370 Peeler
Lake Dr. Bring a dish to share and
an unwrapped gift of something you
would like to pass on.

MAMMOTH LIQUOR
Beer lovers’ candy store

Selection of more than 300 beers
BEER MAKES THIS NEWSPAPER
MORE FUN TO READ

934.6260

Main St. Next to Rick’s
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calendar of events
The Ultimate Christmas Show
From December 14-30, Mammoth
Lakes Repertory Theatre will perform
“The Ultimate Christmas Show,” a
play written by Reed Martin & Austin
Tichenor of Reduced Shakespeare
Company.
The production will take audiences
on an “irreverent yet heartwarming
trip” through the holidays. The play
is a physical comedy and features
three wise guy lead characters as they
navigate holiday traditions. The play
is rated for all ages and promises
good family fun.
From December Thursday,
December 14 through Saturday,
December 30, the play will start at 7
p.m. There will be show on Sunday,
December 17 that starts at 4 p.m. No
shows December 16 or 24.
Tickets are $20 for adults, $18
for seniors, and $10 for kids
when purchased online at www.
edisontheatre.org, or $22 at the door
with no discounts. See ad, page 2.

Transit to Old Mammoth Road
Limited transit service will
commence December 13 providing
three morning trips from the Old
Mammoth Road area into Town, and
three return trips in the afternoon.
Departures from the Old Mammoth
Area will commence at 7:13 a.m., 7:45
a.m., and 8:18 a.m. Return trips will
start from the area of the schools and
hospital at 2:45 p.m., 4:23 p.m., and
5:05 p.m.
The service will operate seven
days a week. Further information
is available on ESTA’s website at
www.etransit.com, or by calling
760.924.3184.

Inyo County First 5 Toy Drive
Inyo County HHS Public Health
and Prevention is hosting its annual
Holiday Toy Drive now through
December 8. Donations of new or
gently used toys, and wrapping paper
are being welcomed at the First 5
Office located at 568 W. Line Street in
Bishop.
The toys will be available to lowincome families December 11 to 22,
allowing low-income parents to select
a holiday gift for their child. For info,
call First 5 @ 760.873.6453

ICARE Shopping Day, Dec. 9
Spellbinder Books and ICARE
invite you to the 18th Annual ICARE
Shopping Day on Saturday, December
9th, at Spellbinder Books in bishop.
Just purchase a $5 ICARE Donation
Ticket at the store from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. and receive 20 percent off
a wonderful selection of books,
calendars, greeting cards and assorted
gifts. There will also be a drawing for
prizes. Your $5 donation goes directly
to ICARE and 100 percent of proceeds
will go directly to ICARE’s Stitch Fund,
which provides veterinary care for
ill or injured “special needs” Inyo
County Shelter cats and dogs.
If you have questions about this
event, please call Lynne at 760-8734511.

TOWN STUFF

UPCOMING

Tuesday, December 12/

ney Fish Hatchery to plant native species @ Oak Creek. hosted by the Fort
Independence Indian Reservation,
Inyo Nat’l Forest, Friends of the Inyo,
and the CA Native Plants Society.
Holiday Mixer at High Country Lumber. 5:30-7:30 p.m. @ High Country
Lumber in Bishop.
Eastern Sierra Interpretive Association Soiree. 5-7 p.m @ the Mammoth
Lakes Welcome Center. Crafts, festive
food and drink.
Bishop Unified School District Board
Meeting. Bussing to Chalfant/Benton
is on the agenda for discussion. 6:30
p.m. in the Carl Lind Board Room,
BUHS.

Mono County Board of Supervisors
meeting. 9 a.m. Broadcast live from
the CAO Conference Room, Sierra
Center Mall, Mammoth Lakes. Meeting in Bridgeport @ the Courthouse.
Free Homebuyer Education Class
with Mammoth Lakes Housing. 2-3
p.m. in the Ellie Randol Room, Mammoth Lakes Library. Info: patricia@
mammothlakeshousing.org.
Hannukah candle lighting at The
Village, under the gondola, with the
Mammoth Lakes Eastern Sierra Jewish Community. 5 p.m. mlesjc@gmail.
com for info. See ad, p. 2.

Wednesday, December 13/

Mammoth Planning and Economic
Development Commission. 2 p.m.
@ Suite Z, Minaret Mall, Mammoth
Lakes.
Lee Vining RPAC Meeting. 6:30-8:30
p.m. @ Lee Vining Community Center.
Storytime at the Mammoth Lakes
Library. 10:30 a.m. All ages.
Wreath Making with the June Lake
Women’s Club. 6 p.m. @ the June
Lake Community Center. Free event,
bring your own greens. Sharp objectsno kids allowed.

December 14-15/

Book Readings by authors Ann gimpel and Kate Richards. 6-8 p.m. on
Thursday, December 14 @ Mammoth
Brewing Company. 7-9 p.m. @ Black
Velvet Coffee on Friday, December 15

December 14-30/

Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre
presents: The Ultimate Christmas
Show. See sidebar, ad page 2.

Thursday, December 14/

Oak Creek bitterbrush Volunteer
Event. Meet at 1 p.m. at the Mt. Whit-

Friday, December 15/

Eastern Sierra Chamber Orchestra
plays classical and holiday favorites. 7:30 p.m. @ St. Joseph’s Church,
Mammoth Lakes. Chamber Music
Unbound’s Honors Strings also performs. Free.

Saturday, December 16/

Night of Lights at Mammoth Mountain. See sidebar, ad page 7.
Holiday Market at the Owens Valley
Paiute Shoshone Cultural Center.
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Native-themed
Ornament contest @ 10 a.m., Ugly
Sweater Contest @ 2 p.m.
Indoor Holiday Craft Fair at Inyo
Council for the Arts. ICA hosts local
artists selling holiday gifts. 10 a.m. to
4 p.m.

Sunday, December 17/

Fried Food Festival with the Mammoth Lakes Eastern Sierra Jewish
Community. 6-9 p.m. at the Community Center, 1000 Forest Trail. Potluck
dinner. Dreidel tournament. Kids’
games. Prizes. mlesjc@gmail.com for
info or to RSVP. Donations encouraged ($20 for adults, $12 for children).

AT THE MOVIES

Bishop short term rentals need
permits
Bishop residents who intend to
provide short-term rentals have to
register with the city by January 1,
2018, according to an ordinance
adopted by the City Council.
To be in compliance with the city,
hosts of short-term rentals, which
include rentals of any portion of a
dwelling or lodging for 30 days or less,
must enroll by January 1 or else face
penalties.
The ordinance requires that hosts
pay Transient Occupancy Taxes,
Bishop Tourism Improvement District
Fees, a $150 annual application fee,
and obtain a City of Bishop business
license. Applications can be obtained
at City Hall or at the City of Bishop
website at cityofbishop.com. For
additional info, contact the Planning
Department at 760.873.8458, or at
publicworks@cityofbishop.com, or at
the City Hall offices at 377 W. Line St.
in Bishop.

Night of Lights at MMSA
This year, Mammoth Mountain Ski
Area will host the Night of Lights at
Canyon Lodge on Friday, December
14. The Night of Lights is a free event
for all ages that includes live music,
a torchlight parade, kids activities,
snowmobile rides, and a firework
show at Mammoth Mountain Ski
Area’s Canyon Lodge.
Schedule:
5:15 p.m.: Magic show- 3rd floor of
Canyon Lodge
5:30-6:45 p.m.: Live music on the
outdoor stage at Canyon Lodge
6:45 p.m.: Night of Lights
7:30 p.m.: On-snow after party with
live music, photos with Santa and
Woolly on the 3rd floor of the lodge.
10 p.m.: last gondola ride to The
Village.

Minaret Cinemas

Peace Officer Info Night

Daddy’s Home 2 (PG-13): Brad and Dusty (Will Ferrell and Mark Wahlberg) coparent Dusty’s kids, who have to deal with their own fathers (John Lithgow and
Mel Gibson) visiting for the holidays.

Please join Cerro Coso faculty, staff,
alumni, and local law enforcement
officials to learn about starting
a career in law enforcement. An
information session, which is free
and open to the public, will be held
on December 12th at 6:00 p.m. in
the Community Room on the Bishop
Campus, 4090 West Line Street,
Bishop, CA.
College staff will be at the
event to assist with step-by-step
instructions on registration and
enrollment procedures. Financial Aid
information will also be available.
The P.O.S.T. Academy Modular
Level III will be held January 16 March 24 and Modular Level II will be
held March 27 - June 10. Spaces are
limited.
Cerro Coso’s Peace Officer Academy
is the only program in the Eastern
Sierra.
Classes are held evenings and
weekends for your convenience. For
more information call (760) 872-1565
or visit the college website at www.
cerrocoso.edu

Wonder (PG): Starring Julia Roberts, Owen Wilson, and Jacob Tremblay, this
film follows a child with Treacher Collins syndrome trying to fit in.
For movie times, call 760.934.3131 or visit mammothlakesmovies.com.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Notice of Public Hearing
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Mono County
Local Transportation Commission will conduct
a public hearing Dec. 11, 2017, in the Town
County Conference Room, Minaret Village
Mall, Mammoth Lakes, CA, to consider the
following:
10:00 am. Technical amendments to the
Regional Transportation Plan incorporating
projects from the proposed 2018 Regional
Transportation Improvement Program and
Road Capital Improvement Program. An addendum is proposed under CEQA (California
Environmental Quality Act).
INTERESTED PERSONS may appear before the
Commission to present testimony or, prior to
or at the hearing, file written correspondence
with: Secretary to Local Transportation Commission, PO Box 347, Mammoth Lakes, CA
93546.
TS #2017-0235

Request of Public Comment
THE GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION
CONTROL DISTRICT REQUESTS PUBLIC
COMMENT ON THE DISTRICT'S DECISION
TO ALLOW SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON
TO MODIFY ZACK SUBSTATION
Pursuant to District Rule 205, the District
solicits public comment on a proposed permit
to be granted to Southern California Edison to
modify its Zack Substation, an electric utility
substation for transmission and distribution
of electrical power, at Chidago Canyon Road,
Mono County, CA 93514.
Proposed permit conditions and supporting
documents are available for inspection at the
District office. The equipment and facility will
be operated in compliance with all district,
state and federal air quality standards and
regulations. The District will accept written
comments in its office until the close of business on January 8, 2018. Submit comments
to: Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control
District, Attn: Jon Becknell, 157 Short Street,
Bishop, California 93514.
TS #2017-0238

Notice of Public Hearing
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE MAMMOTH LAKES TOWN COUNCIL will hold a
PUBLIC HEARING on Wednesday, December
20, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. at the Mammoth Lakes
Town Council Chamber, Minaret Village Shopping Center, Suite Z, to consider the following:
State mandated fees will be adjusted in the
Town of Mammoth Lakes Fee schedule, including the Solar Panel Fee and the CASp – Certified
Access Specialist program fee.
All persons having an interest in the proposed
application request may appear before the
Town Council either in person or represented
by counsel and present testimony or may, prior
to said hearing, file with the Town Clerk written
correspondence pertaining thereto.
Pursuant to Government Code Section
65009(b), if this matter is subsequently challenged in court, the challenge may be limited
to only those issues raised at the public hearing
described in this notice or in written correspondence delivered to the Town of Mammoth
Lakes at, or prior to, the public hearing. For
additional information, please contact Rob Patterson, Administrative Services/Finance Director, by telephone at (760) 965-3661 or email at
rpatterson@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.
BY ORDER OF THE MAMMOTH LAKES TOWN
COUNCIL
Dated: December 5, 2017			
					
Jamie Gray, Town Clerk
TS #2017-0240

PERSONALS
I heard you ... were interested in curling.
If you’ve got the stones, I’ll give you a ride
on my Zamboni.
I heard you ... were running out of Christmas Tree permits. But why should I care,
given the size of my Yule Log.

ARTS
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THE ULTIMATE IN CHRISTMAS CHEER
Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre brings the jolly to town this season
P re s s Relea se

T

he Ultimate Christmas Show
(abridged) by Reed Martin &
Austin Tichenor of The Reduced Shakespeare Company, is
a tummy tickling, irreverent, and
heart-warming romp through every
known holiday tradition. The production is directed by Drina Durazo
of Los Angeles, her fourth imported
production for Mammoth Lakes
Repertory Theatre’s (MLRT) Artistic
Director and the show’s Producer,
Shira Dubrovner. Durazo’s previous MLRT productions include Ken
Ludwig’s farce Baskerville, A Sherlock
Holmes Mystery, Every Christmas
Story Ever Told (and then some!) and
All the Great Books (abridged).
“I’m excited to have Drina bring
this hilarious holiday show to Mammoth for us,” stated Dubrovner.
“She’s a talented director and has
the ability to cast terrifically talented
professional performers and bring
highly entertaining shows to Mammoth.”
The Ultimate Christmas Show
(abridged) is a festive, funny, physical, family fun production starring
Los Angeles actors Sean Faye, Dana
DeRuyck, and Kate O’Toole.
Sean Faye’s performances include
King Lear, Measure for Measure,
The Merry Wives of Windsor, Troilus & Cressida, and Breaking Bard
for Porters of Hellsgate. He has also
performed with Her Majesty’s Secret
Players, Fresh Baked Theatre, and
Absolut Theatre. Before moving to
L.A., Sean worked steadily with many
theater companies in Philadelphia,
his favorite roles being Crumpet in
The Santaland Diaries and the Vice
President in The Apollo of Bellac.
Check out Time Again, on amazon.
com, where he is a shiftless accountant for the mob.
Dana DeRuyck works with many
companies around Los Angeles. She’s
a member of Sacred Fools Theatre
Company, a founding member of
Broads’ Word Ensemble, and a resident artist with Porters of Hellsgate.
She’s also appeared on Nickelodeon’s
iCarly and Harry Potter & The Ten
Years Later (parody webseries). Find
her on YouTube performing with
comedy groups Mornings & Mondays, Dreamwolf, and Dynamite
Kablammo.
Kate O’Toole has appeared with
Los Angeles companies including
The Group Rep (The Poor of New
York, with Juliana Olinka-Jones) and
California Shakespeare Company,
and she is a member of Porters of
Hellsgate. Prior to living in California, she worked at theatres all over
the United States, including The
Hampstead Players, The Utah Shakespearean Festival, and The Free Associates Improv Group.
The Boston Globe writes, “This
production takes you on an irreverent yet heartwarming trip through
the holidays. It’s festive funny physi-

Left to right: Dana DeRuyck, Sean Faye, and Kate O’Toole.
cal family fun as Three Wise Guys
send-up and celebrate your favorite
winter holiday traditions.”
Tickets and more information
are available now for The Ultimate

Christmas Show (abridged) by
visiting MammothLakesRepertoryThetare.org. Don’t miss this show at
the Edison Theatre; make it a new,
family holiday tradition!

POETRY OUT LOUD!
By Bodine

E

PHOTO: GILES

ight High School students from Coleville and Lee Vining competed in the annual
Poetry Out Loud competition on Sunday, December 3 in Bridgeport for the chance
to represent Mono County in the State Finals in Sacramento. The winner will compete
for the $20,000 prize at the National Poetry Out Loud Finals on April 23-25, 2018 in
Washington, D.C.
Each participating student presented their two favorite poems. Sophia McKee (Lee
Vining High) won first place for her recitation of Self Inquiry before the Job Interview
with Gary Soto and Silence by Thomas Hood.
Back row from left: Angelica Childs of Coleville High School, Karlina Duro, Caelen
McQuilkin, Claire DesBaillet, Rosalie Burch, Joye Lehen and Shira Dubrovner, Artists Director for the Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre. Front row are the winner and
runner-up of the 8th Annual Poetry Out Loud poetry competition, respectively, Sophia
McKee of Lee Vining High School and Brayan Garcia of Coleville.
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KEEPING
IT PUNK
Bodine talks hairdressing and punk rock with Salon 437’s Amy Wild
By Bod ine

I

t’s one of the hippest joints in
town to get a new ‘do or revive an
old favorite. Tasteful graffiti covers
the walls of Salon 437 in the Minaret
Shopping Center. It’s also adorned
with framed, local art; this season it’s
the surreal and macabre paintings of
Miguel Flores. Veteran shear-wielder
and long-time local Amy Wild will be
taking over the chairs and the operations at 437 on January 1.
She said she’s “super stoked” about
being in charge. She used the word
“stoked” several times to describe
how she felt.
She’s going to leave the place looking as cool as it is, and she knows
what cool looks like, because it’s what
she’s been doing as a stylist for more
than 20 years. The former owner Angie Bernardi created a vibe that Wild
is going to stick with.
Before it was Salon 437, it was Hair
and Now. Hair and Now was Wild’s
first gig in Mammoth more than 20
years ago, and she hasn’t left. She’s
been through three owners. At one
point, it was just her at the shop and
it was then that she decided she was
the best fit to be in charge.
Originally from Costa Mesa, Wild
came to Mammoth to go snowboarding. She earned her cosmetology
license and worked in the town of
Rainbow outside Temecula for 15
years. Her mother and grandmother
were both hairdressers, too.
Her positive and upbeat establishment will be complimented by her
fellow stylists. Her crew includes
Courtney Sloper, Lisa Peterson (for-

merly of American Beauty), Freddy
Ceron, who speaks Spanish, and most
recently, Hillary Monahan.
Salon 437 will be holding a fundraiser and raffle from 4-7 p.m. on
Wednesday, December 13. There will
be a jacket and toy drive along with
discounted haircuts and styles, raffles, prizes, cookies and refreshments.
Cash donations will go toward a local
man fighting cancer, Wild said. Toys
and jackets will be given to children
in need in the community.
The salon is located next to Giovanni’s Pizzeria in the Minaret Mall.
Wild is a self-professed punk
rocker, cutting her teeth during the
heyday of the L.A. punk scene, circa
1980. She was the punker chick in
the group that would dye hair in the
garage and sculpt spikes and mohawks back when eggs were used as
a stiffener. She saw Bad Religion a
couple weeks ago.
The local art work changes every
three months and she said she’s always looking for new talent.
To make an appointment at Salon
437, call 760.934.3558.

Veteran hairdresser and punk rocker Amy Wild takes over Salon 437 with style.

steaks * ribs* burgers

mammoth’s favorite

“HAPPY HOUR”
since 1983

www.slocums.com

A NEW
HOME
FOR
FAMILY
FUN

NEW RELEASE OF LUXURY MOUNTAIN RETREATS NOW SELLING!
New Luxury Mountain Retreats with Alpine Golf Course and Athletic Club Minutes from Mammoth Mountain.
3-4 BEDROOMS UP TO 2,742 SQ. FT.
All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalBRE #01812140.

•

SALES 877-766-9275

•

LIVE CREEKHOUSE.COM

Another Luxury Development by The Chadmar Group

