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Mike Sibert, left, and Radisson Williams roll gnocchi at Petra’s Bistro
in preparation for Valentine’s Day. Want to try your hand at the dish?
Read story, p. 12.
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THIS IS ONLY A TEST RUSTY SUMMITS ALTERRA
Or ... Things to do in Denver when you’re Big Red
By L unch

A

lterra Mountain Company announced the
appointment of Rusty
Gregory as Chief Executive Officer on Wednesday,
February 7. Gregory, the
longtime former CEO of
Mammoth Resorts, is an
investor in the company
and has been a member of
the Board of Directors since
the company’s inception in
August 2017.
The newly-formed Alterra
Mountain Company consists
of 12 resorts (Steamboat
and Winter Park Resort in
Colorado; Squaw Valley
Alpine Meadows, Mammoth
Mountain, June Mountain
and Big Bear Mountain
PHOTO:GILES

Skiers leaving Tuolumne Meadows in Yosemite encountered a strange
sight on Wednesday, February 8—a Caltrans plow. Caltrans District
9 Maintenance Crews were testing equipment on State Route 120 to
prepare for the road’s opening in the spring. See story, p. 13.

STIPENDINTENDENT
MCOE officials receiving stipends okay, says DA

By Bod ine

T

he Sheet was recently
approached by several
local citizens concerned that Mono County
Office of Education Superintendent Stacey Adler was
turning their tax dollars into
bonuses for administrators.
Administrators have received
$93,530 in stipends since
2012.
A group came to the Mono
County District Attorney’s office in 2017 with allegations
of misappropriation of funds
by Adler, which prompted a
private investigation. Mono
County District Attorney
Tim Kendall stated in a press
release on February 7, 2018,
that, following the investigation, he found no criminal
wrongdoing on Adler’s part.
Adler was recently named
President of the California

County Superintendents
Educational Services Association and is running for
reelection in June.
Adler has been awarding stipends to employees
involved in a charter school
in Southern California, including herself, since 2013,
according to documents
obtained by The Sheet. According to a press release
from Kendall, the contract
between the charter school
and Mono County Office of
Education (MCOE) allows for
the stipends.
MCOE has managed and
overseen the finances of
several charter schools since
2013, including the Urban
Corps of San Diego Charter
School.

The Arctic comes to
Mammoth

Understocked
		

		

see STIPENDS, page 5
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Partners. “He is a clear leader
in the industry and a natural
fit to lead Alterra Mountain
Company into the future
as well as execute on our
promise to innovate while
enhancing the unique nature
of each of our destinations.”
The Sheet spoke to Gregory on Thursday morning.
And couldn’t resist making
a comparison of Gregory’s
ascension at Alterra to that
of Dick Cheney in 2000
(Cheney led the vice-presidential search committee for
then-Republican nominee
George W. Bush and subsequently became the

see RUSTY, page 7

STARS
COME
OUT
IN
MAMMOTH
Mammoth Film Festival takes over Minaret Cinemas, Village

By L unch

T

he Mammoth Film
Festival debuts this
weekend at Minaret
Cinemas.
Over this weekend (February 8-11), the Festival will
screen 15 feature films (including six world premieres)
and 105 short films.
There will also be a slew of
panel discussions, including a “Women in Film” panel
on Sunday at the Brasserie
at Mammoth Rock ‘n Bowl,
followed by screenings at the
theater.
The Festival schedule is
posted at www.mammothfilmfestival.org. At the website, you will also find ticket/
pass information.
There are special rates for
local residents, including
$10 for a single premiere or
$20 for a one-day pass. An
All-Access badge good for all
events is $300.

see MFF, page 10

Going Wilde
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Resort in California; Stratton in Vermont; Snowshoe
in West Virginia; Tremblant
in Quebec, Blue Mountain
in Ontario; Deer Valley in
Utah; and CMH Heli-Skiing
& Summer Adventures in
British Columbia) and has a
total of approximately 23,000
employees.
“Since the formation of
Alterra Mountain Company,
Rusty has served as a Senior
Strategic Advisor and has
been instrumental in creating its vision and direction.
He has played a crucial role
in the creation and collaboration of the Ikon Pass,” said
Eric Resnick, Chief Executive Officer of KSL Capital
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Tanner Beard, left, Festival President, and Alexandra Chando, Operations Manager, ahead of the latest Mammoth Film Festival.

How gentlemanly
/p. 18/
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BUY THE NUMBERS?
By Lunch

It was the last item on the agenda Wednesday night.
It should have been the first.
The agenda item was titled: Second Quarter Fiscal Year 2017-2018 Budget
Review.
Mammoth’s Town Council had zero questions regarding Finance Director Rob Patterson’s methodology in his forecast of Transient Occupancy Tax
(TOT) revenue for the next six months.
Not that Patterson’s forecast isn’t defensible or reasonable, but it certainly
deserved a shred of curiosity.
In 2016-2017, the Town had TOT (Room tax revenue) of approximately
$17.8 million.
For 2017-2018, Council conservatively budgeted for TOT revenue of just
$12.5 million.
During the first six months of this fiscal year, TOT revenue came in 3 percent ahead of last year and 46 percent ahead of budget.
Through December, the Town ran a $2.5 million surplus to budget.
The Town applied $1.4 million of that to the Shady Rest Parcel purchase.
It plans to allocate the remainder of excess funds to Housing, Transit and
Tourism reserve accounts.
It estimates the new Police Facility has an overage of $250,000 that it also
needs to cover from this excess, and the Town also dedicated $75,000 to
install a new handicap accessible play structure for Mammoth Creek Park.
So far, so good—but this is where I diverge from Patterson a little bit.
Patterson advised Council that it is reasonable to expect the Town will
meet its budget forecast over the next six months.
However, a check of the actuals from the last drought year (2014-2015)
shows that our budget for January through June, 2018 exceeds 2014-2015
actuals for the same time period by $1.34 million.
Now, granted, this is three years of intense marketing later, and it is quite
possible that we’ve sold people on coming to Mammoth regardless of snow
conditions because they just love being here … so perhaps we’ve achieved a
new paradigm and past history doesn’t matter as much.
I spoke to one hotelier who told me he was down just 12 percent for January year-over-year. In the past, he said, that performance would have been a
lot worse, given the lack of snow.
We’ll all be studying the numbers with great fascination over the next
three months. A real test as to the residual half-life of marketing efforts.

ALL YOU
NEED IS

Love & Dinner

Treat your sweetheart this Valentine’s Day. From
a romantic dinner complete with a red rose to a
decadent four-course lakeside dining experience,
you’ll be sure to impress with a special
evening out on February 14.

FIND MENUS AND RESERVATION INFO ONLINE
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On Wednesday, I attended what I thought would be an innocuous Mono
LAFCO (Local Agency Formation Commission) meeting.
On the agenda was LAFCO’s review of a request by Mammoth Community
Water District to annex 94 acres in Old Mammoth into its service district.
The 94 acres just happen to include the proposed back nine holes of the
Snowcreek Golf Course, as well as plans for adjacent housing units.
The proposed annexation was contemplated in the 2009 Master Plan EIR
[Environmental Impact Report] certified by the Town of Mammoth Lakes.
The Town has approved the specific plan and entitlements for the property, and no local agency (Town, County, Water District, Hospital District)
submitted comments or concerns about the long-anticipated annexation.
Each governing body has a seat on the five-person board. The fifth seat is
held by a member of the public, Bruce Woodworth.
Woodworth kept things interesting Wednesday by noting that the EIR is
nearly 10 years old and therefore outdated and asked if the latest climate
change science had been included in the analysis of the project.
Mammoth’s Community Development Director Sandra Moberly noted
that EIRs don’t have expiration dates.
This did not dissuade Woodworth.
Property developer Chuck Lande noted that he had voluntarily reduced
the density on the parcel by approximately 30 percent, from more than
1,100 units to less than 800 as part of the deal to gain approval for his project.
Woodworth was unmoved.
Water District Board Member Tom Cage noted that the District has long
anticipated and accounted for the proposed Snowcreek expansion.
Woodworth remained undeterred.
Scribbled factiously into my notebook:
“I wonder if the EIR takes into account North Korea’s burgeoning nuclear
weapons program and the potential issues MCWD might face if surface water is contaminated by nuclear fallout?”
LAFCO voted 4-1 (Woodworth in opposition) to approve the Water District’s annexation of the 94 acres into its service area.
Finally, at Council Wednesday, Council held a workshop to discuss how it
may wish to tax marijuana.
The one thing Council could wholeheartedly agree upon was to ignore the
consultant it had hired to advise it.
The consultant recommended a starting tax of between 2.5 and 4 percent.
Statewide, the consultant said government entities were generally taxing
at between 4-6 percent.
Mono County’s Board of Supervisors, in its own discussion on the topic,
has initially suggested imposing at least a 4% tax in the unincorporated
areas according to Supervisor Stacy Corless.
Mono County CAO (County Administrative Officer) Leslie Chapman
added that she did not think a tax at 4 percent would cover the County’s
ancillary regulatory costs.
On Mammoth’s board, Cleland Hoff suggested the tax start at 1%. Off the
cuff, Sauser threw out 1.5 percent.
Council decided on a rate of between 1-8 percent and declined to discuss
a starting rate until it had further information.
Councilman Fernie suggested capping the annual rate increase at 1 percent.
These rates are for retail businesses.
Cultivation businesses will either be charged based upon gross receipts or
by the square foot.
The Town and County hope to work together to come up with uniform
rates, but after listening to the Council discussion, Corless was less optimistic that this will occur, particularly given the tight timeline to draft ballot
measures. Yes, the Town and County will submit separate measures.
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TBIDNESS
DEALS
Will MMSA “bankrupt TBID” to ensure air service to Bishop?
By Rea

“

Commercial Air Service, we believe,
Urdi responded that was not the case.
belongs in Bishop,” said MamCalifornia Tourism Improvement
moth Mountain Ski Area COO Eric
Districts (TIDs) were formed under the
Clark at a meeting of Mammoth Lakes
Property and Business Improvement
Tourism’s (MLT) Board of Directors on
District Law of 1994. Per State law,
Wednesday, February 7.
passage of a TID tax requires a 2/3 suDuring a discussion about the
permajority of district business owners
renewal of the Tourism Business
(under California proposition 26).
Improvement District (TBID), the
The vote is on a proportional basis,
Board’s conversation focused on air
but no one entity can have more than
service, with Clark saying “I think what
40% of the vote. Mammoth Resorts has
is important to understand is [Mam40%.
moth Mountain] wants to move the
In effect, if Mammoth Resorts votes
air service to Bishop. And we want to
against a renewal, the TBID is dead.
create infrastructure that could help us
It was initially passed in 2013 for a
do that.”
five-year term.
Mammoth’s TBID expires on August
The law requires that the TBID must
31, 2018. However, the details of a posprovide a specific benefit to people
sible renewal have not been finalized.
who pay into it. However, Urdi said,
Mammoth Mountain is the largthere are ways to quantify that benest single contributor to the TBID—it
efit to Mammoth if TBID money goes
commits 2 percent of lift ticket and ski
towards improvements or subsidies at
school sales (as well as 1 percent of
the Bishop Airport.
lodging gross reveFor instance, he
nue and 1.5 percent
said, if passengers
of restaurant and
flying into Bishop
We want to move our were bused to Mamretail gross sales) to
the tax, which funds
resources in a different moth and “dropped
marketing under
off at the Westin,
the umbrella of
we’d know the spedirection
to
create
air
MLT. Mammoth also
cific benefit.”
commits up to $1.5
service in Bishop.
However, Urdi
million per winter
said, a “blanket
-Eric
Clark
to an air service
subsidy is where
subsidy for flights
[an] attorney feels
out of Mammothwe could get into a
Yosemite Airport.
potential issue.”
Enplanements at
Clark said that
MMH rose steadily
the future of Mammoth Mountain is in
from 2008, when Mammoth first began
“destination air service coming from
offering commercial air service, until
Chicago, Atlanta, Houston …long haul
2013, when Mammoth began reducing
flights.” Clark announced at the Januseat capacity.
ary 25 FAA meeting that Alterra MounOn January 25, representatives of
tain Company had just introduced
the Federal Aviation Administration
its Ikon Pass, which aims to compete
visited both MMH and Bishop Airwith Vail Resorts’ Epic Pass. According
ports, and indicated that they would
to Clark, “they have over 750,000 Epic
be supportive of a regional solution
Passes out there … if you look at our
to Mammoth’s notoriously unreliable
access strategy and how we can bring
commercial air service (see “Better
more people to Mammoth Lakes, we
Together?” January 27).
think air service is one of the areas we
Clark said that Mammoth Mountain
can do that.”
(now a part of parent company Alterra)
Clark said that the reason the TBID
initially voted to contribute to the
renewal language has “been held up
TBID in 2013 because “we wanted to
is because we want to understand
create infrastructure that would help
what the air service strategy is going
us deliver air service to Mammoth.”
forward…we don’t think we can take
Now, Clark said, “we want to move our
[Mammoth-Yosemite] air service any
resources in a different direction to
further than what it is now.”
create air service in Bishop.”
“Is the Mountain comfortable with
A “Statement of Intent” to work toholding up TBID and potentially
gether was signed by both Mammoth
bankrupting TBID in absence of that
Mayor John Wentworth (on January 17)
strategy?” asked Board member Scott
and the Inyo County Board of SuperviMcGuire.
sors (on January 16) ahead of the FAA’s
“Can you rewrite the TBID in terms
visit. That statement mentioned the
of moving towards that two to three
possibility that Mammoth Lakes could
year strategy of air service in Bishop?”
engage in “cost sharing” with Bishop
replied Clark.
Airport.
It was decided that three MLT Board
Board member Sean Turner said at
members (Michael Ledesma, Brent
Wednesday’s meeting that “I’ve heard
Truax and Paul Rudder) would be apwe cannot legally contribute TBID to
pointed to represent the organization
the Bishop Airport” in order to help it
moving forward at meetings of the
attain Part 139 (commercial) certificaMono-Inyo Air Working Group
tion, but MLT Executive Director John

“

”

see TBID, page 17
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ROUND
VALLEY
DOWNGRADES
The District of Choice school, also a Basic Aid District, will lose 15 percent of funding through SB 52 renewal stipulation
By Bodine

R

ound Valley School is facing a
$220,000 cut, which amounts to
a loss of about 15 percent of its
total budget. The cut is due to a stipulation in California Senate Bill 52 (SB
52) which cuts funding for Basic Aid
school districts like Round Valley.
The passage of SB 52 extended the
District of Choice program, which
allows school districts to accept interdistrict transfer students. Round Valley
School receives many of those students. That was renewed for another
five years in May 2017. However, a
stipulation of that renewal was that
funding was cut to Basic Aid districts,
which collect their revenue exclusively
from local property taxes. Superintendent and Principal Karen Marshall said
at a town hall meeting on February
7 that Round Valley took the biggest
budget cut of any school in the state.
Round Valley is one of 23 Districts of
Choice in the state to lose funding.
The school and Board of Trustees
knew this day was coming, Marshall
said, and has been socking money
away from the District of Choice
program into a contingency fund. That
fund will keep the district out of the
red for the remainder of this year and
2018-2019, according to Marshall.
To handle the cut, stay solvent and
retain the high level of education
Round Valley is known for, the school
will transition from being a K-8 school
to K-6 in 2019-2020. The school’s sev-

Principal and Superintendent of Round Valley School District Karen Marshall addresses a town hall meeting on February 7 to discuss budget cuts from the state. Seated
are the Board of Trustees, from left, Eduardo Sandoval, Andrea Johle and Jeff Perry.
enth and eighth graders will be transferred to Home Street Middle School in
Bishop starting August 2019.
Interdistrict transfers are common at
Round Valley, where 69 of the 140 students are from other districts, mostly
Bishop Unified School District. In
California, there are more than 10,000
transfer students in dozens of districts,
whose transfers were facilitated by the
District of Choice program. Round Valley has been a District of Choice since
2010.
At the meeting on Wednesday,
Parents raised concerns about funding, transportation, sports and other
programs, as well as about the quality
of education kids will receive following
the cuts. Elyse Morrison, a parent and
an aide at the school, asked what will
happen when teachers and staff know
the end is near.
Marshall answered that staff has said
they will not jump ship.
Marshall explained the District of

Choice money will not be coming
back—ever, and that it will eventually
mean pink slips for staff. However, she
said there will be no layoffs this year.
The District has been tossing around
options about what to do post budget
cuts. One proposed scenario was to
return to combo classrooms, a classroom model in which two grades are
taught in the same room. The District
started out that way, Marshall said.
She said the extra revenue from the
District of Choice program has allowed
the school to grow to a one grade
per classroom teaching model. That
funding has also allowed them to save
money with the hope of purchasing
property adjacent to the school for the
Mt. Tom Middle School, a facility that
would include a gym. Marshall said the
district has been working on acquiring
that property for a decade and she’s
not giving up on it yet.
It’s also too early to say how student
transportation will be arranged follow-

ing the budget cuts, but, Marshall said,
Bishop Unified School District has
been receptive and is willing to work
with Round Valley. Marshall told the
crowd of more than two dozen at the
meeting that when Round Valley first
started accepting interdistrict students, there was no bussing available.
According to a recent poll of parents,
90 percent of them would be willing to
drive their kids to Round Valley School.
The District wants to keep the
classes to one grade per classroom and
retain smaller class sizes (17 to 19 students per teacher). To accomplish that,
it must part with 7th and 8th grade,
Marshall said.
Round Valley School will continue to
accept interdistrict transfer students,
and will fill all available seats, as it has
always done, Marshall said.
Continuing sports programs will be
difficult, says Marshall but those details will be ironed out in the future.
Concerned citizen Linda Archilarius
asked if there was some way the school
could shift its funding categorization
to be a district that receives its funding
based on Average Daily Attendance,
or the average number of students it
has in class on a given day. Marshall
replied that those decisions are made
in Sacramento.
Marshall said there will be updates
on the transition every other month,
which will be presented at Board of
Trustee meetings.
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STIPENDS
continued from page 1
There has been no information
disseminated to the public concerning the stipends. There is no information regarding charter schools on the
MCOE website.
The Sheet asked Adler if she thought
there would have been an investigation if the stipends were made public.
“Transparency is important,” Adler
said. “Without knowing the nature of
the complaint I can’t say whether or
not it would make a difference.”
She said the budgets and charter
school contracts are all public record
and available to anyone who asks at
MCOE’s office in Mammoth.
The Sheet was given documents
with the stipend amounts and names
of who got how much, with those
names covered in White-Out. This
reporter used his years of journalism
experience to figure out the redacted
details—by holding the paper up to a
light.
According to those documents,
Adler has received $24,500 in stipends
since the 2013-2014 school year. Since
2012-2013, several other administrators have also received stipends,
including Chief Business Officer Caty
Ecklund ($26,000), Chief Technology
Officer George “Joe” Griego ($8,910),
Assistant to the Superintendent Jan
Carr ($2,500) and Director of Information Technology Jody Ecklund
($10,410).
According to the website Transparent California, which lists the salaries
of every public employee in the state,
for 2016, Adler made $148,198; Caty
Ecklund $125,120; Caty’s husband
Jody Ecklund made $89,951; Carr
made $115,928.
The amounts of the stipends are
based on a formula developed by
former Inyo County Superintendent
Terry McAteer, who showed MCOE
how to manage out-of-county charter
schools as Inyo County does.
When asked if she thought the
money would have been better spent
on students, Adler replied that “The
students are getting the funding they
need. And I feel an obligation to compensate the employees.”
The concerned citizens made a second allegation: that Adler was giving
herself a raise without the approval
of the trustees. “This did not occur
because a stipend is not a salary increase,” Kendall wrote in the February
7 press release.
According to California Education Code 47613, MCOE may bill the
charter school for its administrative
services as long as that bill does not
exceed 1 percent of the total budget
of the charter school. The code also
allows a county office of education
to manage the finances of the charter school it is authorizing, Jonathon
Mendick of the California Department
of Education stated in an email to The
Sheet. Ed Code 47605 demands that
a charter school must be authorized
by a school district or office of education. That school district or office
of education is then responsible for
attesting to the charter school’s academic standards and for ensuring that
it adheres to the necessary state codes
to be accredited.
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Invoices from MCOE to the charter
school were not available to The Sheet
before press time.
Kendall stated that the stipends
came from funds set aside specifically
to compensate the extracurricular
work that employees performed for
MCOE’s charter schools.
Kendall said he found no policies,
procedures or directions for MCOE or
the Mono County Office of Education
Board, which address the allocation
of stipends, bonuses, or other payment types that would have curtailed
Adler’s actions. There doesn’t seem
to be anything legally wrong with the
stipends allocated at MCOE.
Without a map, Adler’s only limitation in issuing the stipends was a dollar amount. Stipends had to be issued
in amounts of fewer than $10,000 at
one time.
In his press release, Kendall wrote,
“… there is some indication that the
Board was aware that stipends may be
given” at an earlier trustee meeting,
when the subject came up for discussion as an informational item only.
According to minutes of that meeting
in 2012, trustees were given documents pertaining to the stipends. The
minutes for that meeting were not
available to The Sheet before press
time.
Trustee Sue Bouska told The Sheet
she could not comment on an ongoing investigation. Trustees Greg Jennison, Dave Titus, Karl Seiberling, Kathy
Manichuk either had no comment
or did not return calls for comment.
Bouska, Sieberling and Jennison are
up for re-election in November 2018.
Under Ed Code 1302, stipends are
allowed, Kendall stated, and Adler was
within her authority to issue them.
Kendall added that for there to be
criminal activity, there must be criminal intent, and given that the stipends
were given to employees in exchange
for work, there was no malfeasance.
He threw out the complaint.
The Sheet scoured the MCOE website and could find no record of the
stipends or their issuance of any kind.
One source that wished to remain
anonymous was furious, saying tax
payers should know where their
money is going.
Another source who wished to
remain anonymous said the group
has come forward because it can be
nearly impossible to cause change
at the Federal or State level when it
comes to education, but they feel they
can make a difference locally.
Jennifer Huh, Deputy Superintendent, recently threw her hat in the
ring for the June 5 election, vying for
Adler’s job.
Huh had previously managed two
departments (Special Education
and Human Resources), but her HR
responsibilities were stripped by
Adler on February 5, a week after Huh
announced her candidacy, according to sources who wished to remain
anonymous.
Adler said the two incidents are
coincidental and she did not want to
comment any further on a personnel
matter. She added that no employee
should be afraid of retaliation.

Inyo County Supes ready ordinance for short-term rentals
By Ja mes

O

n February 6, the Inyo County
Board of Supervisors approved
a draft ordinance for shortterm vacation rentals, and will vote
again to approve the final ordinance
at its next meeting on February 13.
The ordinance governs several types
of short-term rentals, ranging from
owner-occupied or “hosted home
rentals,” to “non-hosted home rentals” that don’t have an owner on the
premises. One agreed-upon rule was
that a property manager (or owner)
must be readily available to address
any problems that might arise in nonhosted rentals.
According to Planning Director
Cathreen Richards, there are approximately 50 short-term rental
operations currently operating
already within Inyo County. At Tuesday’s meeting, Third District Supervisor Rick Pucci asked, “How do we
let those people already renting out
homes and rooms ‘illegally’ do so
legally?”
County officials hope to stop people
from buying, renovating and renting
out entire homes to transient guests.
Supervisors expressed concern about
out-of-town investors coming in to
buy and convert homes to short-term
rentals.
County Administrator Kevin Carunchio urged caution on efforts to
restrict out-of-town investors to avoid
violating the U. S. Constitution’s Com-

merce clause, an opinion seconded by
Deputy County Counsel John Vallejo,
who said that any ordinance restricting short term rentals would have to
be defensible in court.
Under the new ordinance draft,
permits for short-term rentals will
be limited to one parcel per owner
to accommodate the concern voiced
by Second District Supervisor, Jeff
Griffiths, that Inyo County already has
a severe housing shortage in unincorporated areas in Bishop. Under the
new ordinance, an owner-resident
could “host” a guest room in the
primary residence and provide a nonhosted granny flat rental on the same
parcel.
During public comment, one homeowner in Independence who owns
an adjacent short-term rental house
was concerned that he might have to
remove two mature trees to meet the
ordinance’s parking requirement that
“…the owner shall provide off-street
parking for all such allowed vehicles,
that the renter(s) shall utilize.” He was
assured that there will be flexibility
through variances that would most
likely allow for street parking for two
vehicles in front of the property.

Happy Hour

4-6 Mon-Fri
4-5 Sat & Sun

Dining at 5:00
no reservations
“just come on in”

*steaks * ribs * seafood*
*pasta * burgers*
*appetizers & snacks*
*classic cocktails*
*craft beers on tap * wines priced to drink*
*free private parking lot*

“Mammoth's Favorite Happy Hour for 35 years!”

*www.slocums.com for all menus*

3221 main st. mammoth lakes * 760-934-7647
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SEKI LIMITS STOCK PERMITS

Sequoia-Kings Canyon’s Wilderness Stewardship Plan will up the price of stock trips into the park, say packers
By Bod ine

F

or the 2018 season, Sequoia
and Kings Canyon National
Parks (SEKI) are instituting
new, lower quotas for user days, for
commercial stock, and for backcountry pack stations.
“Commercial stock” refers to the
animals used by backcountry packers. Operators say that fewer days
allowed for business will translate
into higher prices for trips, creating
an environment in which only the
affluent can afford the luxury of a
horse ride into the woods.
The new policies will apply only to
SEKI, and not to neighboring land
under the jurisdiction of other public agencies. For example, there are
no changes scheduled in the quota
policy for the Inyo National Forest.
“The sad thing is, this is taking
packing away from people that have
always enjoyed the backcountry
but need a little help getting there,
to [something] much more elitist,”
Craig London, owner of Rock Creek
Pack Station, told The Sheet on February 7.
London operates in the Mount
Whitney Zone, the most popular
destination in SEKI, and also the one
with the tightest quotas.
In 2018, pack outfits will have 650
user days to split between four commercial use authorizations, or CUAs,

food or gear, London said. He added
for 114 days of use each. A user day
that, following the implementation
is defined as a full day that a CUA
of the quotas, a guide could now pay
client stays in the backcountry.
as much as $2,500 to go in and out of
Allocations were granted equally
the park with stock.
to every CUA and packer, with no
He made an analogy to the price
consideration for how long outfits
of gas and grocerhave been in busiies at supermarness SAYS WHO?.
kets. If the price
Some, like Rock
of gas goes up, so
Creek Pack Station
does the price of
have been in business for decades.
The sad thing is, this produce and eggs,
because a hike in
Craig’s father, the
late Herb London,
is taking packing away gas prices yields an
increase in the cost
started the outfit in
from people that have of transporting the
1947. Craig started
goods.
packing in 1957.
always enjoyed the
The new plan
A big reduction
also
requires backin user days means
backcountry but need
country packer
higher prices. The
employees to have
cost of using a
a little help getting
a Wilderness First
mule for one day
there...
Responder cerwill now be in the
tification, which
$500 range, but
-Craig London costs about $600 to
prices vary with
obtain and about
use, London said.
least a week of
Prior to the
training.
implementation
The new quotas
of the new quotas,
are
a response
prices for a single
to a 2012 Ninth
mule in the WhitCircuit Court of Appeals decision
ney Zone ranged in price from $165
that ordered the park to institute a
to $900 per day, said London.
plan to manage commercial use in
The biggest hits will be for guides
the backcountry. The result was the
that use stock to carry in caches of
Wilderness Stewardship Plan.
Previously, SEKI could allow any
commercial use and issue as many
permits as it saw fit, said SEKI’s
Chief of Administration, Jason Watkins, in an interview with The Sheet
on February 2.
There were no quotas for pack
stations or stock prior to 2012. SEKI’s
previous management plan, developed in 1986, did not require a specialized audit of commercial use in
the backcountry, as the Wilderness
Stewardship Plan now does.
Watkins said the Wilderness Stewardship Plan and subsequent quotas
are the result of the Ninth Circuit
Court’s decision. That decision aims
to comply with Section 4 of the
Wilderness Act of 1964. That section
reads “… any area designated as
wilderness shall be responsible for

“

”

preserving the wilderness character
of the area … wilderness areas shall
be devoted to the public purposes of
recreational, scenic, scientific, educational, conservation, and historical use.”
The allocations for the quotas
were calculated according to the
volume of commercial Park use
between 2010 and 2013. The concluding quota numbers are “reflective” of the intent of the plan and
the character of the wilderness, said
Watkins.
Some climbing guides who have
held CUA permits for decades did
not receive them this year (see “SEKI
for Business,” February 3).
Dave Miller, owner of International Alpine Guides in June Lake,
said he has not received an explanation from SEKI for his permit denial.
According to the CUA application,
SEKI has to provide explanations to
those rejected.
Watkins said SEKI tries to provide
as much information as possible
to the applicants about why they
weren’t awarded permits. However,
he said, the applicant isn’t given
detailed instruction on where they
went wrong, or they would know
how to ace the test next year.
The maximum penalty for operating without a permit is $5,000 and
six months in jail, says Ned Keller,
Chief Park Ranger at SEKI.
Another issue is how the Inyo National Forest will play into the quotas. Holders of CUAs have to travel
through Inyo National Forest land to
reach SEKI. Watkins explained that it
is not Inyo’s responsibility to enforce
SEKI’s codes. “The burden is not
with them,” he said.
“If you request a permit that enters
Sequoia and Kings Canyon National
Parks, we honor our interagency
agreements to adhere to their policies and procedures,” said Deb Schweizer, Public Information Officer
for the Inyo National Forest. “We are
issuing fewer permits in accordance
with the parks’ Wilderness Plan.”
Keller said a guard post has been
thrown on the table as a way to stop
permitless CUAs, but he said he
doubts would work. It’s the backcountry, he said, people can sneak
around a post.
London said the plan is set, and
there’s not too much anyone can
do about it now. Packers and other
CUAs are going to have to figure out
how to adjust.
London said users will have to
adjust as well, and that an unintended consequence of the quotas and
prices is that it’s turning pack trips
into a sport for wealthy people.
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RUSTY
continued from page 1
the committee’s choice).
“Well, Dick Cheney’s a little to
the right of me politically,” laughed
Gregory. “And in Mr. Cheney’s case,
he chose himself. My partners chose
me.”
Gregory’s experience with meshing four ski areas (Mammoth, June,
Big Bear, Snow Summit) under the
banner of one company, Mammoth
Resorts, would seemingly make him
a logical choice to do the same on a
larger scale.
“That’s the theory,” he said.
On January 25, Alterra Mountain
Company announced the Ikon Pass,
a new product for the 2018-2019
winter season that combines the
company’s 12 destinations with 11
partners from six industry leaders—
Aspen Skiing Company, Alta Ski Area,
Boyne Resorts, Jackson Hole Mountain Resort, POWDR, and Snowbird.
“With the Ikon Pass, we have
created an unrivaled platform that
offers one-of-a-kind mountain experiences under one pass, by combining our portfolio of 12 destinations
with 11 iconic mountain destination
partners across North America,” said
Gregory.
In the coming months, Alterra will
unveil pricing details and options
regarding the Ikon Pass.
And the unveil, said Gregory,
promises to be an un-Vail.
Vail Resorts, with its Epic Pass,
is very much branded as Vail, he

related to air service is directed toexplained. By contrast, he said,
wards a Bishop-based solution.
Alterra is a “house of brands … our
“I’m a big believer in air service,”
approach is different. We do busisaid Gregory. “But it needs to be reliness as our individual resorts. It’s
able.”
not about making Mammoth [or any
He noted that the distance from
other resort for that matter] Alterra.
the Eagle County airport to Vail is litIt’s about Alterra providing the superally the same as the distance from
port to help Mammoth [achieve its
Bishop Airport to Mammoth.
aspirations].”
“I’m very supGregory said
portive of the
Mammoth will
TBID,” he contincontinue to be a
resort focused on
It’s not about making ued. “But we feel
it’s about marketSouthern California that also “inMammoth... Alterra. It’s ing Mammoth for
longer stays. We
vites the world.”
about Alterra providing ought to be able to
Which provided
open a [air service]
a natural segué to
the support to help
route and stabilize
talk about commercial air service.
Mammoth [achieve its it.”
Gregory will
Gregory affirmed
be based out of
that he believes
aspirations].
Alterra Mountain
commercial air
-Rusty Gregory Company’s headservice in the Eastquarters in Denver,
ern Sierra needs
but says he will still
to be based out of
spend a significant
Bishop as opposed
amount of time
to Mammoth.
locally. Bryan
We’ve given it a
great effort, he said, but our experiTraficanti, interim CEO, will return
ence with Mammoth Yosemite has
to KSL Capital Partners, LLC as Head
taught us that reliability of service
of Asset Management and remain a
has proven difficult because of the
board member of Alterra Mountain
airport’s characteristics.
Company.
He said Mammoth Resorts will
Sheet: You becoming CEO of Alnot support the renewal of the TBID
terra … does that make Mammoth
(Tourism Business Improvement
more likely to see significant investDistrict) unless the portion of TBID
ment, because of your ties here, or

“

Mountain Sports Specialists Since 1977

The Eastern Sierra’s Friendly and Knowledgeable Climbing Shop
Hike ✦ Climb ✦ Run ✦ Camp

We stock a large selection of supplies for all your
climbing, hiking, and outdoor adventures.
Rentals are available including tents, packs, sleeping
bags, bouldering pads and climbing shoes.
Open 7 days a week including holidays
224 North Main St., Bishop, CA 93514
Eastsidesports.com, info@eastsidesports.com
760-873-7520

”

The classic Rusty.
less likely, because you are intimately familiar with how difficult it is to
get anything done around here?
Gregory: If I do my job right,
investment priority is based upon
what makes the most sense, not
upon emotional attachment … in
Mammoth, we need to work together
to get out of our own way. Alterra has
the capital to back the [destination
resort] vision if the community is on
board.”
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A
GENTLEMEN’S
AGREEMENT
Counties in California opt not to bill each other for the cost of rescuing each other’s citizens

By Gile s

I

n the State of California, County
Sheriff’s Offices have the ability to
bill each other for the cost of Search
and Rescue (SAR) operations, but
choose not to because of a long-standing “gentlemen’s agreement.”
According to Mono County Sheriff Ingrid Braun, the counties opt to swallow
the cost of rescuing people within their
boundaries out of a spirit of “mutual
aid.” Mono County is not billed when
its residents are rescued elsewhere;
however, as Mono County SAR President Carole Schultz points out, if Mono
County residents are seldom rescued in
their home turf. It seems unlikely they’d
require it elsewhere in California.
In California, people who have accidents in the backcountry are not billed
for the cost of SAR operations launched
to facilitate their rescue. Rescues are
funded by the county in which SAR
operations take place. For instance, San
Francisco County would not be billed
if a resident of the city were rescued
from Mt. Ritter. Instead Mono County
accepts the cost of rescuing that person
as part of its budgeted annual SAR
expenditures.
In California, SAR operations are
overseen by County Sheriff’s Departments. Counties have SAR budgets,
and Mono County typically spends
about $45,000 per year on SAR (whose
members are all volunteers), according
to Sheriff Braun.
According to Mono County SAR
Team President Carole Schulz, Mono
County typically responds to between

30 and 50 calls for backcountry rescue
Counties are deployed from CHP’s
per year. In 2016, Mono County SAR
Inland Division in San Bernardino,
received assistance from helicopters on or from the agency’s Valley Division,
15 of its missions.
based in Sacramento.
Between 2009 and 2016, only five
Fran Clader, Director of Communipercent of the people Mono County
cations for CHP, said in an email that
SAR rescued were locals. Every SAR
helicopter use for SAR operations is
operation carried out in Mono County
included in the statewide CHP Office
(outside of the portion of the County
of Air Operations budget. He could not
within Yosemite National Park’s
provide a figure for how much this serborders) is paid for by Mono County.
vice costs taxpayers annually, but said
According to data provided by Schultz,
that the burden of that cost is distribhelicopters were used in 40 percent of
uted statewide.
Mono County SARs carried out in 2016.
Clader said that CHP helicopters
This figure remained relatively confacilitated 394 rescues statewide (this
stant between 2009 and 2016.
number does not
Because SAR is
include rescues in
budgeted through
National Parks) in
the County Sher2017. Schultz did
iff’s departments
not have data for
The counties help each SAR operations rein California, it
is funded not by
quiring helicopters
other out whenever
amenity taxes on
in Mono County for
hunting and fishing
2017, but reported
asked and with no
licenses, as in many
that there were 15 in
other states, but by expectation of payment. 2016.
tax dollars.
According to
Braun said that,
-Ingrid Braun Clader, the Inland
in Mono County’s
Division operates
2017-2018 Fistwo helicopters for
cal Year Budget,
SAR. One operates
$45,275 from the
at an hourly rate
General Fund was
of $591.73, and the
allocated toward Search and Rescue.
other at $1,044.92.
That fund is filled by local tax dollars,
Chris Boyer, Executive Director for
and the SAR budget covers rescue
the National Association for Search
vehicles, fuel, and some training for
and Rescue (NASAR), says California’s
volunteers. The rest of Mono County
system for funding SAR is relatively
SAR’s expenses are funded through
unique. In New Hampshire, for indonations.
stance, helicopter use must be outBraun called Mono County SAR
sourced to the National Guard, and
adequately funded, and said that the
flight expenses for emergency operaoperations typically run at or within
tions hover at about $2,100 per hour of
budget every year.
flight time.
According to Bridgeport California
Boyer thinks California’s mutual aid
Highway Patrol (CHP) Public Informasystem is the best statewide funding
tion Officer Elena Villa, helicopters
mechanism for SAR operations in the
for SAR operations in Mono and Inyo
country. Boyer, whose organization

“

”

A CHP H-40 Helicopter enters Lee Vining Canyon to extricate an injured ice
climber on Jan. 1, 2018. Photo: Tanya
Godinez, Courtesy Mono SAR.
provides training and networking
opportunities for State SAR coordinators, said requiring victims to pay for
their rescues yields poor outcomes in
perilous rescue scenarios. “Typically
we recommend that people don’t get
charged for SAR costs because that
means that daily members may be
reticent to call someone in as missing.
They’ll delay… and the difference of
a few hours means that [a victim] has
suffered more or is already dead.”
Some states have laws that allow the
government to bill people for the cost
of their rescue. Maine, Hawaii, Utah,
and Oregon have laws that allow this
practice, and California, Colorado and
Vermont can bill skiers who travel out
of bounds at ski areas.
In New Hampshire, the annual cost
of statewide SAR operations averaged
$360,000 between 2010 and 2012,
before the cost of helicopter use, which
costs the government about $140,000
annually. Colonel Kevin Jordan, Law
Enforcement Chief for New Hampshire
Fish and Game said that New Hampshire’s SAR program has operated
with an annual deficit of $150,000 to
$180,000 since 2008.
In 2008, a law was passed to allow
Fish and Game to collect reimbursement from people determined to be
negligent in creating a situation where
a rescue was required.
Jordan said that, since the law was
passed, only about 12 people have
been deemed negligent and billed for
their rescues, though an average of
180 people per year have been rescued
since 2008. Jordan said most people
can’t pay out of pocket (the average
cost of a SAR in NH for that period was
$2,100), but that the measure has not
disincentivized people from seeking help when they need it. “If people
need help, they’ll get it. It’s like the fire
department or any other service,” said
Jordan last week of SAR operations.
SAR in the Eastern Sierra could not
exist without the county’s SAR volunteers, and Schultz said that, although
they are always seeking donations to
support their efforts, the volunteers
are eager to help residents and visitors
alike. Schultz reported that in 2016,
Mono County SAR volunteers clocked
1,585 man hours rescuing people, and
spent 3,272 man hours building the
skills necessary to do so in the Sierra.
“Our motto is: ‘We do the searches and
rescues at any time, in any weather,
for as long as it takes, for free,’” said
Schultz.
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IS
MY HEROIN COVERED?
Mono County Behavioral Health struggles to help the uninsured get addiction treatment
By Bod ine

O

pioid addiction is a nationwide
epidemic, and Robin Roberts,
Director of Mono County Behavioral Health, says her organization’s
mission is to offer treatment to whomever asks for it. Mono county Behavioral Health accepts insurance and
payment through Medi-Cal, private
insurance, and the Healthy Families
and County Medical Services Program
(CMSP), which provides limited-term
health coverage for uninsured lowincome adults that do not qualify for
other public health programs.
“The people without [insurance] are
the big struggle here,” Roberts said of
Mono County. These are the people
that fall through the cracks who either
make too much money to qualify for
Medi-Cal or subsidies through the
Affordable Care Act, but do not make
enough to afford private insurance
services.
Roberts said that, for people seeking
treatment for addiction who do not
have Medi-Cal, Mono county Behavioral Health can set up a payment
plan for treatment based on a sliding
income scale. There are so many rules
and regulations tied to funding that
no-cost services are not easy to provide, she added.
Treatment is also available out of the
area, but, as Roberts explained in an
interview on January 30, many people
seeking treatment don’t want to leave
the area. They don’t want to be away
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from their support system, and many
fear that they will lose their job if they
leave the area to seek addiction treatment.
Mono County contracts with Tarzana
Treatment Center for in-patient services, which accepts Medi-Cal, Roberts
said. She said there are a half-dozen
Mono County success stories from that
center. Behavioral Health has recently
contracted with a pain specialist in
Reno, but in order to utilize inpatient treatment services, people need
money, transportation and an employer that will allow them time off to
travel there and stay for the duration of
treatment.
Despite recent national political
attempts to dismantle the Affordable
Care Act (ACA), California Governor
Jerry Brown has promised to keep
money flowing to California Health
and Wellness, the State program that
administers Medi-Cal. However, Brown
also announced he will not seek reelection when his term is up in 2019.
Presently, Mono County Behavioral
Health offers outpatient treatment,
counseling, telepsychiatry, therapy,
case management, telemedicine,
and substance abuse counseling all
through its sub-department of Mono
County Behavioral Health Substance
Use Treatment. It offers everything but
pharmacological therapy (otherwise
known as Medication Assisted Treatment, or MAT) for substance abuse.

MAT can only be administered by a
physician. Roberts said Mono County’s
treatment program is 75 percent
complete, but is incomplete without a
doctor who can provide MAT. MAT utilizes drugs like Suboxone that reduce
the likelihood that a recovering addict
will relapse and overdose, according to
Roberts.
It’s difficult to entice a healthcare
specialist to live and work in Mono
County, Roberts explained. Many doctors who specialize in pain management and psychiatry prefer to work
next to a university for easy access to
training and clinics, and to make more
money. Roberts said that the isolation
and limited medical resources available in Mono County are an acquired
taste.
Roberts said that the County is
actively recruiting a physician who can
provide MAT to recovering addiction
patients, with limited success. Currently, those who seek MAT for their
recovery must travel to Reno to receive
it. She said that in the past few weeks
alone, seven different people have
entered Behavioral Health seeking
medical treatment for their addiction.
If it were provided locally, MAT could
prove a useful tool for helping working people regain functionality in their
lives.
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MAN FOUND DEAD
NEAR SALINE VALLEY

O

n February 8 at approximately
11:45 a.m., search crews located
the remains of Matthew Beyl,
48, of Mission Viejo, near Saline Valley.
Beyl had been missing since February 1, and was last seen fueling up
his 2005 golden-colored Ford F150
in Pearsonville, at the southernmost
edge of Inyo County. On the evening
of February 5, Inyo County Sheriff’s
Office received a “be on the lookout”
alert from the Orange County Sheriff’s
Office for Bell. The report indicated
that Beyl left his home at 3:15 a.m. on
February 1.
On February 6, Beyl’s vehicle was
discovered unoccupied in a remote
area six miles north of Saline Valley
Road, north of State Route 190 by an
off-duty law enforcement officer. From
February 7-8, an interagency ground
search ensued, involving teams from
Inyo Search and Rescue, Inyo County
Sheriff’s Office, China Lake Mountain
Rescue, a CHP H-82 helicopter and
Kern County Sheriff’s Air-5, in the area
where Beyl’s car was found. On February 8, after several hours of searching,
Matthew Beyl’s remains were located
approximately half a mile west of his
vehicle, below the Nelson Range.
There was no evidence of foul play;
all evidence at the scene indicated that
Beyl died of a self-inflicted gunshot
wound. Janet Bell told The Sheet the
couple had vacationed in the Eastern
Sierra, but never in Death Valley. She
said her husband hadn’t missed a day
of work in 26 years.
—Sheet Staff
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MFF
continued from page 1
Festival headquarters are located in
the Village Lodge conference rooms at
the Village at Mammoth. This is also
the site of what event producers are
calling MammothCon, a trade show
and exhibition hall which is free and
open to the public and includes an
interactive virtual reality component.
Another free event is Saturday’s 4:30
p.m. screening of John Wayne’s “North
to Alaska.” Members of the Wayne
family will be in attendance. Some
scenes of the film were shot locally
along Hot Creek.
The opening night gala took place
Thursday night at 53 Kitchen & Cocktails in the Village.
The closing awards ceremony will
take place Sunday evening at Canyon
Lodge with live entertainment by Eric
Tessmer. Tessmer is described by his
hometown Austin, Texas AmericanStatesman as a blues-rocker. The
first line of an August, 2017 interview
with Tessmer by Bryan Rolli is fairly
priceless. Tessmer is quoted as saying,
“I am paid poorly to exploit my own
personal human experience, and the
payoffs are mental illness and dying
poor.”
Access to the closing ceremony
requires a Festival Badge.
The Mammoth Film Festival is the
brainchild of co-founders Tanner
Beard, Tomik Mansoori and Theo
Dumont.
The Sheet spoke with Beard, who
also serves as the Festival’s President,

PHOTO: HIP HOP GOLDEN AGE

Bone Thugs-n-Harmony, the subject of Tim Newfang’s documentary “Sons of St.
Clair,” also provided the soundtrack to every 1997 homecoming dance according to Rea.
and Alexandra Chando, its Operations Manager, outside Minaret Cinemas on Wednesday.
Beard said the Festival has been
“Something I’ve wanted to do for
eight years.”
A filmmaker in his own right, Beard
produced a documentary (directed
by Tim Newfang) called “Sons of
St. Clair” about the rap group Bone
Thugs-n-Harmony. That film will
screen at 7:45 p.m. on Saturday night.
Beard fell in love with Mammoth
when he had a film screened at the
first Mammoth Film Festival in 2008.
“When I heard they were not going
to do it again, I became interested,”
he said.

He bought the defunct name a few
years ago, he said.
This has ended up causing somewhat of a stir, as in the intervening
years between the last Mammoth
Film Festival and this one, Shira
Dubrovner has created the Mammoth Lakes Film Festival, which will
celebrate its fourth year in 2018 over
Memorial Day weekend.
Dubrovner has since filed a lawsuit
against the Mammoth Film Festival,
saying the names are too similar and
that has led to confusion within the
industry.
Mono County Superior Court Judge
Mark Magit has allowed the Mammoth Film Festival to operate this

year under its name until the case can
be formally decided.
Whatever the name, Beard maintained this could very well be the biggest first year festival ever produced.
“It’s about 700 percent larger than I
anticipated,” he laughed. “We had
too much time to plan it. That’s why
it’s grown to this level … I don’t think
people anticipated the talent we’re
bringing in.”
One of those big names is Anthony
Hemingway, who brings his “Unsolved: The Murders of Tupac and
Notorious B.I.G.” to Mammoth for a
9:30 p.m. screening on Friday.
The documentary will air nationally
on USA Network on February 27.
Hemingway recently won an Emmy
for The People v. O.J. Simpson: American Crime Story, and will participate
in a Q&A following the screening of
“Unsolved.”
Alexandra Chando, whom Beard
referred to as being part of the original festival “biker gang of five,” is an
actress who formerly starred in the
ABC Family television series “The Lying Game.”
She is making her directorial debut
at the Festival on Sunday at 3:30
p.m. with her short “LPM, Likes Per
Minute.”
Beard says the flights from Southern California to Mammoth, including on the charter JetSuite X, are sold
out for this weekend. Still, he says, “I
sure hope the locals come out.”

Join Our Team!
Bishop Care Center is a diﬀerencemaking, skilled nursing and short-term
rehab facility located in beautiful Bishop,
California — the small town with a big
backyard. Bishop employees get to do
meaningful work surrounded by the
beauty of the Eastern Sierra.

Call 760-872-1000 or apply online
at www.BishopCareCenter.com

Best of Care, Close to Home

Available Positions
•

Licensed Vocational Nurse

•

Registered Nurse

•

Physical Therapist

•

Restorative Nurse Assistant

•

Certiﬁed Nurse Assistant

•

Hospitality Aide
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FEDS DESERT WITHDRAWAL

Turns out you can do just about anything on Bureau of Land Management land
By Jame s

O

n Wednesday, February 7,
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) announced a
policy revision that could open up
sensitive environmental desert areas
to mining. The ruling also has the
potential to reduce existing regulations that limit the development
of renewable energy resources on
public land.
The policy revision is to the Department of the Interior’s Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation
Plan (DRECP), which was posted in
the Federal Registry on December
28, 2016, under the Obama Administration.
The DRECP covers 22.5 million
acres of federal and non-federal
land in Imperial, Inyo, Kern, Los
Angeles, Riverside, San Bernardino
and San Diego counties.
In the December 2016 posting,
1.3 million acres within national
conservation lands were proposed
to be withdrawn from location
(the defined boundary or border
of a mining claim) and entry (access to public land to mine mineral
deposits), under the mining laws
in the California Desert Conservation Areas. That withdrawal would
have been in effect for a period of 20
years, and would have substantially
restricted mining or banned it entirely within the withdrawal borders.

not pose a significant threat to the
On Wednesday, the BLM anprotection of cultural, biological and
nounced that it has withdrawn the
scientific values” in the area.
DOI’s original (Obama-era) applicaThe original (Obama-era) notice to
tion. The announcement, under the
withdraw the desert acreage temTrump Administration’s BLM, sigporarily segregated the lands from
nals a major change to the DRECP,
location and entry under the mining
which critics said limited energy
laws for up to two years and prodevelopment in California.
vided the public
The renewable
with an opportuenergy industry
nity to comment
and local governon the proposed
ments have long
We need to reduce
withdrawal. The
complained that
the old DRECP
burdens on all domestic same December
2016 notice also
did not designate
enough public
energy development, announced the
BLM’s intent
lands for future
including solar, wind and to prepare an
renewable energy
environmental
development.
other renewables.
impact statement
Those claims
were based on
-Katharine MacGregor analyzing the
potential impacts
the premise that
of the proposed
it created regulawithdrawal.
tory hurdles that
That original
made projects too
plan is effectively
expensive, pushreversed by the latest BLM posting
ing developers to pursue renewable
from Wednesday.
energy projects on private land.
The BLM’s statement regarding
The BLM now says that “after
the move cited President Trump’s
review of mineral exploration levels
Executive Order 13783, which calls
and mining data in the California
for federal agencies to review all
desert,” as well as the “expected
actions that could “burden the
impacts from future activities,” the
development or use of domestically
agency has concluded that minproduced energy sources.” The BLM
ing operations—subject to existing
was instructed to “review regulations
environmental regulations—“do

“

”
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Stanley® FatMax®
25' x 1‑1/4" Tape Rule

DeWalt® and Irwin®
Tools & Accessories
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*Limit 4 at this price.
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2196491, 2294932,
2396869, 29138
*Limit 4 at this price.

SALE $59.99
$

$
SALE $29.99
$

‑ 10
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$

Ea.

Black & Decker® Mouse
Detail Sander with Dust
Collector 2410587
Black & Decker® Variable
Speed Jigsaw 2414605
Black & Decker® 4‑1/2"
Angle Grinder 2415693
Black & Decker® Roto‑Bit
Storage Screwdriver

2611614
*Limit 4 at this price.

‑ 10

4999

Craftsman®
9 Gal. Wet/Dry Vac

4.25 peak hp. Includes
hose, extension wands,
car nozzle, utility
nozzle, wet nozzle.
2560282. *Limit 4 at this price.

SALE $5.99
$

‑1

4

$ 99
18 Gal. Tote 6502561
Clear 18 Gal. Tote,

6502553...$6.99, You Pay
$
5.99 After $1 Instant Savings.
* Limit 4 at this price.

*Ace Rewards card “Instant Savings” amount is available at participating stores only to Ace Rewards members in store (see store for details).
Where applicable tax is charged on the sale price before application of Instant Savings.You must present Ace Rewards to received Instant Savings in store.

that unnecessarily impede energy
development.”
There is now only a 45-day public
comment period for the proposed
changes to the DRECP.
The BLM seeks comments “that
will especially address how land
designations in the plan could affect
the future development of solar,
wind and other renewable energy
projects.”
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Katharine MacGregor said of the change,
“We need to reduce burdens on
all domestic energy development,
including solar, wind and other
renewables.”
The process is also intended to
make more land available for wireless broadband infrastructure, she
added.
Under the California Renewables
Portfolio Standard, investor-owned
utilities, electric service providers
and community choice aggregators
in the state must reach a 33 percent
renewable energy share in total procurement by 2020 and a 50 percent
share by 2030.
The notice of cancellation can be
found on the BLM website: https://
www.blm.gov/california/drecp.
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A LABOR OF LOVE FOR VALENTINE’S DAY

Petra’s Chef Radisson Williams shares his potato gnocchi recipe, with a demonstration by Mike Sibert
By Rea
It’s cheap as hell to make, but it
definitely is a labor of love,” says
Petra’s head chef Radisson (Rad)
Williams of his potato gnocchi. It’s apropos, seeing that love is what brought
Rad to Mammoth in the first place.
How’d he end up here? “Because I met
a girl on a beach in Mexico.”
That girl was Kathy Magaro Benchetler (mother of Mammoth pro skier
Chris Benchetler). Rad was hanging
out in Baja when some mutual friends
(the Fiebigers, also of Mammoth) tried
to set him up. “I made an excuse that I
had to leave the next day, just in case,”
says Rad. Kathy came driving up on
a dune buggy, all smiles, “So, I said,
‘maybe I’ll stay.’”
Now you can usually find Rad in the
early morning in Petra’s kitchen, making up colorful lyrics to 1970s rock hits
and sipping coffee with heavy cream
out of an Alpenhof Lodge mug. He
takes on big chunk of the restaurant’s
prep himself, but he said he doesn’t
mind “outsourcing” some tasks, especially to someone as passionate about
gnocchi as Mike Sibert, who showed
The Sheet how to make the dish just
ahead of Valentine’s Day.
“Gnocchi” is Italian for “pillow,”
which is the aspirational texture of the
dish. The ingredients are simple—potato, egg yolk, kosher salt and all-purpose flour. The equipment, even more
so. Just a knife, a box grater, and pastry
cutters. “The simplicity of this is the
equipment that it takes,” says Rad. For
those of us that don’t have pastry cutters, Sibert offers a hack that anyone
with a tool shed should possess—putty
knives. “I’d clean the cement off of
them first,” jokes Rad.
It’s the process that elevates this
dish to at least an “intermediate” level
of difficulty. Below are some tricks
shared by Petras’ experts:

“

The potatoes: “If they get to the

point where the skin is crispy, they’re
harder to grate,” says Sibert. He wraps
his russets in tinfoil and bakes them
for about 2.5 hours in a 350 degree

oven. “The key is to overbake,” says
Rad. Moisture is your enemy. Take the
spuds out of the oven and cut them in
half lengthwise as quickly as possible
so the steam releases. Sibert uses a serrated knife to cut hot potatoes in half,
then rubs them as fast as he can on the
finest side of the grater. He spreads all
the grated potato on a cutting board
and puts it in his fridge for at least an
hour to allow it to cool and dry out.

The flour: Flour is a necessary binder
in this recipe, but you want to use as
little as possible, as it will weigh down
the gnocchi. Sibert says a decent ratio
is about 1/4 cup of flour per potato.

Bringing the dough together:

This is the toughest part of the recipe.
Use the largest cutting board you have,
or a smooth countertop, and spread
out the cool potato. Sibert starts by
sprinkling a cup of flour over the top of
the potato, followed by salt and white
pepper (you can use black, but you’ll
have flecks in your gnocchi). He then
puts a single egg yolk (sometimes adding another half yolk) into the center of
the mix and chops it all together. That
this crumbly mess will become a true
dough seems like an impossibility at
first. “It looks like there’s no way,” it’ll
work, says Rad. “But be patient,” adds
Sibert, and after about five to seven
minutes of cutting and folding, suddenly a springy dough begins to take
shape. “If it crumbles, that means it
needs more flour, not less,” says Sibert,
who adds a few sprinkles at a time.

Rolling the gnocchi: Initially,

Sibert makes a large roll about two
inches thick and eight inches long.
“You can feel it wanting to collapse
in the middle,” says Sibert. “You want
it to be right on the edge of being too
wet, to feel some resistance.” It’s also
helpful to keep sprinkling flour on the
work surface to keep things running
smoothly. Sibert then cuts the dough
into about six pieces and rolls each
piece out individually. “This is the

part I like, because it reminds me of
ceramics class,” he says as he makes
1/4-inch thick ropes. He cuts those
into one-inch long dumplings and rolls
each onto a floured pan with one last
motion, smoothing out the cut edges
so the gnocchi are more cylindrical
than fluted.

Triple cooking: “You’ve cooked
these things three times by the time
you’re done,” says Rad. There’s the potato baking, the boiling, and then Petra’s puts a final sear in browned butter
on the dish, though traditionally gnocchi are eaten right out of the hot water.
With boiling, you want the biggest pot
of salted water possible. “I call this the
‘reverse depth charge,’” says Rad—
the gnocchi enter the boiling water
and immediately sink to the bottom.
Sibert gives the pot a nudge to make
sure they don’t stick. Within about five
minutes, the dumplings begin to bob
to the surface, and that’s when Sibert
uses the handle end of a slotted spoon
to free any laggers at the bottom. The
best way to tell if the gnocchi is done
for the uninitiated—give them a taste.
‘If they taste like flour, they’re not done
yet,” says Sibert. However, “wait too
long and they’ll fall apart.”

Mike Sibert grates hot potatoes.

Petra’s Potato Gnocchi:
Serves about 15. “It’s a pretty elaborate
dish to make for one,” says Rad, so he
recommends just going for a big batch.
They hold in the fridge for a couple
days, and can be frozen, but the best
solution is to feed a crowd.

An egg yolk (and sometimes another half)
brings gnocchi dough together.

4-5 Russet Potatoes, baked and
grated while hot, pulp allowed to cool
2 cups flour
1 Tbsp kosher salt (or to taste)
1/4 tsp white pepper (or to taste)
1-2 egg yolks
Follow the steps above and top with
whatever sauce or garnish strikes your
fancy. Gnocchi can be served as a side
dish or as the main event.

Mike Sibert cuts gnocchi dough.

The final product, à la Petra’s Bistro.
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TEST RUN ON TIOGA

Caltrans District 9 clears SR 120 to Tioga Pass—but it’s just a test
By Gile s

O

n Wednesday, February 7,
skiers in the vicinity of Tioga
Pass witnessed several plows
and other snow removal equipment
clearing snow from State Route 120.
There was less than a foot of snow
on the road in most places, and
much of the road was already free of
snow and ice before the plows hit it.
According to Christine Knadler,
Maintenance Public Information
Officer for Caltrans District 9, the operators were not clearing the road for
the season with the intent of opening it to vehicular traffic (the road is
currently closed), but were testing
snow removal equipment “to ensure
the effectiveness of new and reconditioned equipment for the future
opening of SR 120,” Knadler wrote in
a press release issued on Thursday,
February 8.
Caltrans will assess all mountain
passes statewide for spring opening
on April 1, and not before, the press
release stated. Knadler reported that
Caltrans will continue to test equipment throughout the upcoming week
in the Ellery Lake area.
Knadler said the agency will be
testing an 11,000-pound loading attachment called a Snow Lion, which
uses surface-adjusting technology
to follow the contour of the roadway and strip less asphalt than a
traditional loader. Knadler said the

machine is new to Caltrans District
9, and that the agency hopes it will
reduce the amount of annual repair
work required on SR 120 that results
from snow removal. The Snow Lion
features rollers with tines that break
up ice and compacted snow. The
debris is then fed into what’s known
as a “moboard,” which lifts and feeds
the ice into an auger to direct it off
the roadway.
Additionally, Knadler said that
Caltrans District 9 operators will test
the retrofitted Snow Go, the mounted blower which the agency used
exclusively last year, and which had
hydraulic failures that required it be
returned to the manufacturer midseason. The agency will also be testing the Schmidt Rotary Plow, which
was also re-built after last year’s snow
removal campaign.
Come April 1, Knadler said, Caltrans will work with local agencies to
assess snow levels on the road and a
potential opening date for Tioga Pass.
“Once assessment and coordination
are completed… Caltrans and Yosemite National Park will begin the task
of clearing snow, ice and rocks from
their respective roadways.” Knadler
said that “once the road conditions
are safe for the traveling public, Caltrans will announce the opening of
each pass.”

Official Medical Provider for US Ski & Snowboarding

Wear a Helmet!
We can fix everything else.

We’re Social. Come Visit.

w w w. m a m m ot h h o s p i t a l . co m | 76 0 . 9 3 4 . 3 3 1 1
Meticulous Care • Memorable People • Majestic Location

Joe Joerger has served this county and been the best person, friend, father, husband and business
partner I have known. On special occasions and BIG birthdays, we find the time to acknowledge
what we think of people day to day. Hopefully they know how appreciated and loved they truly
are, but it never hurts to say it. Over the past 36 years, Joe has put up with me and supported
most of my crazy ideas. I have watched him deal with all that life throws at us and he has never
wavered. His integrity and caring for others has been shown in his work with The Mammoth
Lakes Lions Club, Wheeler Crest Fire Department, Mammoth Recreation Committee, as well as
numerous other activities he participates in. I don’t know anyone who’s ever had a bad thing to
say about him. You just don’t find individuals like this who quietly work, serve and try to make
the most out of every day. Thank you for being my friend and business partner.
-Tom Cage
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calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC

BARS & MUSIC CONT’D

Happy Hour/

Friday, February 16/

The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill,
Pursuit of Happiness Hour, 3-6 p.m.
$1 off draft beers, $2 off wine, $4 well
drinks, $2 off specialty drinks. $5
Flatbread. See ad, p. 7.
Outlaw Saloon: -Happy Hour
Monday: All Night Happy Hour;
4-Midnight,Tues-Fri 4-6 p.m.
Tuesday: $2 Tacos 4-10 p.m.;
6-9 p.m. Wing Wednesday 50% off
all wings. Thursday: Burger & Beer
special 4-9 p.m. See ad, p. 9.
Roberto’s 4-6 p.m. every day.
Austria Hof 5-8 p.m. daily. See ad, p.
11.
Whitebark Restaurant Bar & Lounge
Unwind with daily drink and food
specials 4-6 p.m.
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour 4:30-7
p.m. daily and all day Sunday. $5
dollar menu items, drink specials. See
ad, p. 13.
Petra’s Bistro Happy Hour, 5-6 p.m.
every day. See ad, p. 13.
Mammoth’s famous Slocums Happy
Hour Mon. thru Fri 4-6; Saturdays
4-5. Closed Sun. See ad, p. 5.
Happy Hour @ The Bistro at
Snowcreek, 4:30-6:30 p.m. daily.
Mammoth Tavern Happy Hour
Tuesday-Sunday 3:30-5:30 p.m.
Closed Mondays.
Smokeyard weekend Happy Hour 4-6
p.m. in the bar only.
Side Door Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m.
Giovanni’s Happy Hour, daily 4-6
p.m. Large pizza and a pitcher of beer
gets you free wings.
Lakanuki Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m.,
$4.50 margaritas, Mai Tais. Happy
Hour drink specials 10 p.m.-close.
Black Velvet Coffee’s Happy Hour,
from 4-6 p.m. every day.
Morrison’s Happy Hour Daily
4-6 p.m.

Friday, February 9/

Evol Walks @ Rafter’s. Electric rock ‘n
roll band with attitude. 10 p.m. Free.
21+.

Sunday, February 13/

Mammoth Film Festival closing
party at Gomez’, 10 p.m.
Some Assembly Required plays Black
Doubt Brewing. 7-9 p.m. Free.

Monday, February 12/

Open Mic at Black Doubt Brewing
Co. 6-9 p.m.
Bowling ‘n Beats @ Mammoth Rock ‘n
Bowl. 9 p.m.

Tuesday, February 13/

Trivia @ Mammoth Brewing Co. 7
p.m.
Table for Two Tuesdays @ Sushi Rei.
Three course meal for two plus halfoff sake. 5 p.m.-close for $50/couple.
Karaoke at Rafters with DJ CDS. 10
p.m.

Wednesday, February 14/
• Chicken & Beef Teriyaki
• Tempura • Tonkatsu • Sukiyaki
• Calamari • Sushi
• Full Service Cocktail Bar
& Lounge
760-872-4801
Open at 5 p.m.
635 N. Main St.
Bishop
25 years of experience

japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar

Valentine’s Day with Mammoth:
Lakefront, Sushi Rei, Campo, Whitebark and Kitchen 53 all have Valentine’s Day specials. Visit mammothmountain.com/vday. See ad, p. 2.
Morrison’s hosts Valentine’s Day
Special: $65 for two. One drink and
entree per person, plus a starter and
dessert to share. See ad, p. 4.
Black Velvet Coffee hosts an evening
of romance. Featuring a selection of
wines for Wine Wednesday. Bottle of
choice from SLO Down Wines and
specialty cheese plate for $50. Wine
tasting is $16 and includes a waffle.

DJ Rodney-O @ Rafter’s. 10 p.m. Free.
21+.

Saturday, February 17/

Naked Walrus plays Rafter’s in
Mammoth. 10 p.m. Free. 21 +.
The Whatevers play Schat’s
Roadhouse in Bishop. 6 p.m. Free.

Sunday, February 18/

Afroman live at Rafter’s in
Mammoth. 9 p.m. Tix: $20 advance
at ticketweb.com, $25 day of. 21 and
over. Feat. DJ Rodney-O and Luck
Factor Zero.
Eric Lindell and the Grand Nationals
@ Liberty Bar. Benefit for Eastern
Sierra Conservation Corps. Suggested
donation: $30. 9 p.m.

TOWN STUFF
February 9-11/

Mammoth Film Festival. Over 100
films in four days. See days below for
special events. Visit www.mammothfilmfestival.org for complete film
schedule.

February 10-11/

South Tufa walks with the Mono Lake
Committee, ESIA, USFS. 1 p.m. every
Saturday, Sunday. Fedreal fee area is
$3, but walks are free. Info: monolake.
org/today/calendar.

February 9-18/

Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre
presents The Importance of Being
Earnest. Wednesday through Saturday at 7 p.m., Sunday at 4 p.m.@
Edison Theatre, Mammoth. Tix: Mammothlakesrepertorytheatre.org or
760.934.6592. See ad, 4.

Friday, February 9/

Mammoth Film Summit: Judges
Panel. 1-4 p.m. at Minaret Cinema,
Mammoth. Free to Mono Co. students
with student I.D.

Saturday, February 10/

MFF: Celebrity charity bowling tournament, fundraiser for the Mammoth
Media Institute, Mammoth Rock ‘n
Bowl, 2-4 p.m.
MFF: Featured panel discussion, session with Anthony Hemingway and
Kyle Tekiela, Village Lodge Palisades
Room, 12 p.m.
MFF: Free screening of John Wayne’s
“North to Alaska” 5 p.m. at Minaret
Cinemas.
3rd Annual International Feast
Fundraiser hosted by Bishop Sunrise
Rotary @ the Tri-County Fairgrounds
in Bishop. Info: 760.920.0109.
Annual Owens River Cleanup. Meet
at 8 a.m. at Pleasant Valley Campground with waders and gloves. Coffee and baked goods at 8 a.m., lunch
for all volunteers at noon. Hosted by
the California Waterfowl Association.
Scotty’s Castle walking tours, every
Saturday. 9:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. Tix: $25
per person. Space limited. Info: www.
dvnha.org/news/183-scotty-s-castleflood-recovery-tours.
Eastern Sierra Audubon Society
monthly COSA walk. Birders of all
levels welcome. Meet 8:30 a.m. at
the BLM/Forest Service Building, W.
Line St. in Bishop. Info: Hillary Behr,
hillary.behr@bishoppaiute.org or
760.920.5287.

MAMMOTH LIQUOR
Beer lovers’ candy store

Selection of more than 300 beers

“WORK IS THE CURSE OF THE
DRINKING CLASSES” - OSCAR WILDE

934.6260

Main St. Next to Rick’s
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calendar of events
The Importance of Being Earnest
Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre
will perform Oscar Wilde’s play, The
Importance of Being Earnest, from
February 9-18.
The play is directed by Susan
Dalian. The Importance of Being
Earnest is a farcical play in which
the protagonists maintain fictitious
personae to escape burdensome
social obligations.
Tickets are available online at www.
mammothlakesrepertorytheatre.
org, or at the door, for $22. Online:
$20 for adults, $18 for seniors, and
$10 for students. All shows will be
at the Edison Theatre in Mammoth,
starting at 7 p.m. Wednesday through
Saturday, and 4 p.m. on Sundays. See
ad, page 4.

The Mammoth Film Festival
The inaugural Mammoth Film
Festival will run from February 9
through 11. The festival features a
variety of events, including a dinner
with women in film and discussion
panels featuring Emmy-nominated
producers, as well as live musical
performances.
Over the course of the festival, over
100 films will be screened, and there
will be six world premiers of new
films.
Individual premier tickets are
available for $20. VIP passes are
available for $200, All-Access Passes
are available for $300. Basic Festival
Badges are available for $160.
Films start at 7:30 and 8 p.m. on
Thursday, February 8. On Friday,
the first films screen at 10 a.m.,
and the last screenings start at 8:30
p.m. Screenings start at 10 a.m. on
Saturday, and the last screening will
begin at 11:30 p.m. Screenings run
from 10:30 a.m. on Sunday to 3:30
p.m.
For a full schedule of events and
tickets, visit mammothfilmfestival.
org.

AARP Tax Aide programs
The AARP Foundation Tax Aide
programs in Bishop and Mammoth
are now preparing federal and state
tax returns online without charge to
low and moderate income residents.
Appointments are available at the
Bishop Annex Tuesdays, Fridays,
and Saturdays. To schedule an
appointment, call 760.937.0174.
Appointments are available at
the Mammoth Library, Monday,
Wednesday and Thursday afternoons.
To schedule an appointment, call
760.934.5674.

Bluesapalooza is back
Bluesapalooza will run from August
2-5 in Mammoth Lakes, at the Woods
Site in 2018. Early bird pass prices are
now available, and can be purchased
online at mammothbluesbrewsfest.
com, or by calling 888.992.7397. There
will be four days of music, two days
of beer tastings. Ages 10 & under free
with a paid adult. This year’s line up
features The Taj Mahal and Keb’ Mo’
Band, as well as Eric Gales.

TOWN STUFF

UPCOMING

Saturday, February 10
(cont’d)/

February 17-18/

Woolly’s Saturday Parade in The
Village at Mammoth. 3:45-4:30 p.m.
Music, face painting begins at 3:45
p.m., parade begins at 4 p.m. Olympic
curling clinic and match play at the
Mammoth Ice Rink. Free clinic—experience your own Olympic action!
Children’s tea kettle curling also for
kids 10 and under. 5-7 p.m. Registration: 760.965.3695.

Sunday, February 11/

MFF: A conversation with women in
film, Brasserie at Mammoth Rock ‘n
Bowl. 12 p.m.
MFF Awards Ceremony at Canyon
Lodge. 7:30 p.m.
Sierra Club Hike in the greater Mammoth area. Meet 10 a.m. at Mammoth Union Bank. Contact Dick for
more info (rhihn@skidmore.edu,
760.709.5050).

Wednesday, February 14/

Mammoth’s Planning and Economic
Development Commission meets, 2
p.m. in Suite Z.
Mono Basin RPAC meeting, 6:30-8:30
p.m. at the LV Community Center.

Thursday, February 15/

A Night for the Arctic Refuge with
Brennan Lagasse. Part of Eastern Sierra Interpretive Association’s Adventure Series. Doors @ 6 p.m. Talk @ 7.
See story, p. 19 and ad, p. 3.
Inyo County Poetry Out Loud hosted
by Inyo Council for the Arts. 6-9 p.m.
@ ICA, 137 S. Main St. Bishop.

February 16-18/

48th Annual All-Indian Basketball Tournament hosted by Bishop
Indian Sports Club. Info: Jo Barlow
(760.920.2035) or Lisa Manuelito
(760.937.6888).

Silent Disco in The Village at Mammoth. Three DJs will pump their
sounds into wireless headphone sets.
Pick your channel and rock out.

Tuesday, February 20/

Sierra Club Talk on Sierra Nevada
Bighorn Sheep by ESIA’s John Kelly.
Crowley Lake Community Center @ 7
p.m. ROLG meeting @ 6:45.

Wednesday, February 21/

Mammoth’s Town Council meets, 6
p.m. in Suite Z.

Scotty’s Castle tours
DVNHA and the National Park
Service are pleased to offer walking
tours of the Scotty’s Castle Grounds.
This season’s tours are scheduled for
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.,
now through April 14, 2018. Tickets
are $25 per person, plus ticketing fee.
Space is limited to 13 participants per
tour. Reservations Required. For more
detailed information and to register
online, visit Scotty’s Castle Walking
Tour Event Page on Facebook or www.
dvnha.org/news/183-scotty-s-castleflood-recovery-tours.

Thursday, February 22/

A Night for the Arctic Refuge

Saturday, February 24/

Dirtbag: The Legend of Fred Beckey.
6 & 8 p.m. at the Edison Theatre, 100
College Parkway. Presented by the
Mammoth Lakes Foundation. Tix:
$15. brownpapertickets.com.

Brennan Lagasse presents “A
Night for the Arctic Refuge” as part
of the Eastern Sierra Interpretive
Association’s Adventure Series.
Doors at 6 p.m., talk at 7 p.m. at
the Mammoth Lakes Forest Service
Welcome Center. Admission is $10,
and includes a local beer. See ad, p. 3
and story, p. 19.

Monday, February 26/

Poetry Out Loud

Community Coffee with Mammoth
Lakes Tourism. 8-10 a.m. at Looney
Bean Coffee, 26 Old Mammoth Road.
Free coffee!

Bishop City Council meeting, 6 p.m.
@ 377 W. Line St.

Tuesday, February 27/

Business After Hours @ A Better
Fireplace & Stove Company. Hosted
by Mammoth Lakes Chamber of
Commerce. 5-7 p.m. 145 Center St. in
Mammoth.

February 27-28/

Full moon snowshoe tours @ Tamarack XC Ski Center. Depart @ 7 p.m.
for a 1.5-hour guided tour, then enjoy
dessert and hot drinks at Tamarack
Lodge. Tix: $59 including rentals. Reservations: 1.800.MAMMOTH.

AT THE MOVIES
Minaret Cinemas
Minaret Cinemas will be closed for the Inagural Mammoth Film Festival
the weekend of February 9-11. Visit www.mammothfilmfestival.org for film
schedule.
Minaret Cinemas will also be closed February 12-15.
For movie times, call 760.934.3131 or visit mammothlakesmovies.com.

Inyo County’s Poetry Out Loud
(POL) will take place on Thursday,
February 15. Students select poems
from the POL Anthology of more
than 650 classic and contemporary
poems to memorize and recite… First
in a classroom competition, with
the winners moving on to the Inyo
County Finals. Our county champion
proceeds to the California State
Finals, held in March each year in
Sacramento, to compete for a chance
to represent California at the National
Finals in Washington D.C. in April.
Each winner at the state level
receives $200 and an all-expensespaid trip with an adult chaperone to
Washington, DC, to compete for the
national championship. The state
winner’s school receives $500 for the
purchase of poetry books. The first
runner-up in each state receives $100,
with $200 for his or her school.
Learn more about the upcoming
Inyo County Competition at www.
inyo.org. Learn more about the
national competition at www.
PoetryOutLoud.org. For more
information on Inyo County’s
Poetry Out Loud program, please
contact Erin Livingston, School Arts
Coordinator at Inyo Council for the
Arts: 760.873.8014.

Bighorn Sheep talk
John Kelly, Senior Naturalist with
the Eastern Sierra Interpretive
Association, joins the Eastern Sierra
Interpretive Association for a talk
on Sierra Nevada Bighorn Sheep
on Tuesday, February 20. Kelly is
a recent transplant from Topeka,
Kansas, where he graduated from
Kansas State with a degree in Park
Management and Conservation and
Natural Resources and Environmental
Science.
Kelly was part of last fall’s bighorn
capture. Range of Light Group
meeting begins at 6:45, talk at 7.
Crowley Lake Community Center.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Notice of Petition

Notice Inviting Bids

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF
JOHN PADELSKY,
CASE NO.: PR 182002

NOTICE INVITING BIDS
CAP 18-001
The Town of Mammoth Lakes will receive sealed bids
for the work shown on the plans entitled:

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of JOHN PADELSKY.

UPPER MERIDIAN BOULEVARD CONCRETE IMPROVEMENTS

A petition has been filed by CAROL JENKINS in
the Superior Court of California, County of Mono,
requesting that CAROL JENKINS be appointed as
personal representative to administer the estate of
JOHN PADELSKY.
The petition requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates
Act. This will avoid the need to obtain court approval
for many actions taken in connection with the estate.
However, before taking certain actions, the personal
representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or have
consented to the proposed action. The petition will
be granted unless good cause is shown why it should
not be. The petition is set for hearing in Dept. No. 1,
100 Thompsons Way, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546, on
February 15, 2018, at 9:30 a.m.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objections with the court before
the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by
your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of
the deceased, you must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issuance of letters to a
general personal representative, as defined in subdivision (b) of Section 58 of the California Probate Code,
or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or personal
delivery of the notice to you under Section 9052 of the
California Probate Code.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you
are interested in the estate, you may request special
notice of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of
estate assets or of any petition or account as provided
in Section 1250 of the California Probate Code.
Attorney for Petitioner: Gian Carlo Simonetti, Esq.
(SBN.: 279468), Wood Law Group, 126 Old Mammoth
Road, Suite 203, P.O. Box 3837, Mammoth Lakes, CA
93546
TS #2018-0009

Notice of Public Hearing
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL
DISTRICT REVIEW OF 2018-2019 DISTRICT AND SB
270 BUDGETS AND ORDER
The Governing Board of the Great Basin Unified Air
Pollution Control District will conduct a public hearing for the purpose of reviewing the District’s annual
budgets and proposed California Health and Safety
Code Section 42316 fee order for the 2018-2019 fiscal
year and to provide the public with an opportunity
to comment on the proposed budgets. The District
has prepared a summary of its proposed total annual
budget for the 2018-2019 fiscal year, including a
schedule of fees to be imposed by the District to fund
its programs.
It should be noted that a portion of the budget is
funded through an order authorized by California
Health and Safety Code Section 42316, which requires
the City of Los Angeles to pay fees to the District
based on an estimate of the actual costs to the District
of its activities associated with the development of
mitigation measures and related air quality analysis
associated with the air quality impacts of the City of
Los Angeles’ water diversion, conveyance and storage
activities. A copy of the budget summaries will be
available for inspection at the District office at the
address shown below on or after February 6, 2018.
The FY 2018-2019 District (non-SB 270) budget may
include an automatic adjustment to permit fees to
account for changes in the California Consumer Price
Index.
The budgets will not be adopted at the same meeting during which this public hearing is conducted.
Rather, the Governing Board will consider adoption of
the budgets at its next regular meeting, scheduled for
May 10, 2018.
The public hearing will be conducted at a regular
meeting of the District Governing Board to be held at
10:00 a.m. on Thursday, March 8, 2018, at the City of
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power Administrative Building, Training Room 134A, 111 Sulfate
Road, Keeler, California 93530.
The public hearing on the District’s total annual
budgets is set for 10:05 a.m. Written comments are
invited, and should be addressed to Phillip L. Kiddoo,
Air Pollution Control Officer, Great Basin Unified Air
Pollution Control District, 157 Short Street, Bishop,
California 93514. Written comments received by
close of business on Tuesday, February 20, 2018, will
be included in the staff report sent to the Governing
Board members. Comments may also be made during
the public hearing. For further information, call the
District’s Board Clerk, Tori DeHaven at (760) 872-8211.
TS #2018-0014
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In the Town of Mammoth Lakes for
The Town of Mammoth Lakes, California
Bids will be received at the Office of the Town Clerk of
the Town of Mammoth Lakes located at:
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite R, Mammoth Lakes,
California 93546 until 2:00 PM on February 26, 2018
at which time they will be publicly opened and read.
Proposal forms and Contract Documents for this work
are included in the specifications.
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Project includes removal
and replacement of curb and gutter, pedestrian ramps
and sidewalk and asphalt grinding and paving along
the North side of Meridian Boulevard from Majestic
Pines Drive to Lodestar Drive and from Minaret Road
to just west of Obsidian Residence Club driveway.
The engineer’s estimate for this project is between
$125,000 and $135,000. The work includes full compliance with all applicable laws, rules and regulations.
The work shall be completed within the time set forth
in the Contract.
A non-mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held at the
conference room at the Town Offices on February 14,
2018 at 2:00PM, located at 437 Old Mammoth Road,
Suite R, Mammoth Lakes, California.
The contractor shall have a valid Class A Contractor
license, a Driver’s License, a current Business Tax
Certificate and shall maintain all required licenses
throughout the duration of the Contract. The Contractor shall demonstrate his qualifications by having
adequate equipment in good working order, experience, and ability to perform work. The Town will be
the sole judge as to the qualifications of each bidder.
Pursuant to Labor Code Section 1771.1(a), a contractor or subcontractor shall not be qualified to bid on,
be listed in a bid proposal (subject to the requirements of Section 4104 of the Public Contract Code), or
engage in the performance of any contract for public
work, as defined in Chapter 1 of Part 7 of Division 2
of the Labor Code, unless currently registered with
the Department of Industrial Relations and qualified
to perform public work pursuant to Section 1725.5.
However, an unregistered contractor may submit a
bid that is authorized by Section 7029.1 of the Business and Professions Code or by Sections 10164 or
20103.5 of the Public Contract Code; provided that the
contractor is registered to perform public work at the
time the contract is awarded.
Plans and specifications may be obtained for a NONREFUNDABLE FEE as listed below:
Description Plans & Specifications (incl. bid forms)
Picked up at the Town Offices $25.00
Shipped UPS, FedEx, or US Mail $75.00
To order the plans and specifications by telephone
call (760) 965-3654, fax (760) 934-7493. Plans and
specifications are also available on the Town of Mammoth Lakes website at http://www.ci.mammothlakes.ca.us/bids.aspx.
To be listed on the Bidders List the Contractor should
email sshultz@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov all
bidder information including project name, contact
name, affiliation, phone number, fax number, and
email address.
Each bid must be accompanied by a certified or
cashier’s check payable to the order of the Town of
Mammoth Lakes, or by a bid bond in the sum of not
less than 10% of the total amount of the bid, as a
guarantee that the bidder will enter into the proposed
contract if it be awarded him/her. A labor and materials bond and faithful performance bond each equal
to 100% of the bid are required to be provided by the
awarded contractor. All bonds shall be executed by an
admitted surety insurer meeting the requirements of
California Code of Civil Procedure Section 995.120.
Technical questions should be directed to Sierra
Shultz at the Office of the Director of Public Works,
Town of Mammoth Lakes, California, by telephone
(760) 965-3654 or email sshultz@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. Oral clarifications are non-binding
and any changes shall be issued by written addenda
only.
This project is subject to compliance monitoring and
enforcement by the California Department of Industrial Relations. Pursuant to Section 1773 of the Labor
Code, the general prevailing wage rates have been
determined by the Director of the California Department of Industrial Relations. These wages are set forth
in the General Prevailing Wage Rates for this project,
available at Town offices. Future effective general prevailing wage rates, which have been predetermined
and are on file with the California Department of
Industrial Relations are referenced but not printed in
the general prevailing wage rates. A copy of the rates
shall be posted by the successful bidder at the job site.
The successful bidder and all subcontractor(s) under
them shall comply with all applicable Labor Code
provisions, which include but are not limited to the
payment of not less than the required prevailing wage
rates to all worked employed by them in the execution
of the Contract, the employment of apprentices, the
hours of labor and the debarment of contractors and
subcontractors.
Pursuant to Public Contract Code section 22300, the
successful bidder may substitute certain securities for
funds withheld by the Town to ensure performance
under the Contract.
The Contract will be awarded to the responsible
bidder submitting the lowest responsive bid on the
base bid without all alternates. The Town reserves the
right to waive any informality or irregularity in a bid.
The Town of Mammoth Lakes reserves the right to
reject any and/or all bids, or to utilize any alternative
procedures authorized by the Public Contract Code
Sections 20166 and 20167. Submission of a bid shall
be deemed conclusive evidence that the bidder has
thoroughly examined the plans, specifications and
the site of all work and the bid takes all costs into account. Each bid shall remain good for a minimum of
sixty (60) days after bid opening.
Pursuant to Public Contract Code section 7201, the
Town has made a determination that retention of 5%
will be withheld from payment until after the work is
complete.
TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, CALIFORNIA
Jamie Gray, TOWN CLERK
DATED: February 2, 2018
TS #2018-0016

Notice of Intent

Notice of Election

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A MITIGATED
NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE CROWLEY LAKE
FISH CAMP PROJECT

NOTICE OF ELECTION

In accordance with Section 15072 of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, this
notice is to inform the general public that Mono
County Community Development Department (CDD)
has prepared an Initial Study and Mitigated Negative
Declaration (IS/MND) for the Crowley Lake Fish
Camp project located on Crowley Lake at the eastern
terminus of South Landing Road.
The project purpose is to ensure that all required
approvals and permits are identified and obtained
as needed for existing uses that are currently under
the jurisdiction of Mono County or that are proposed
for modification or new construction, and transfer
jurisdiction over mobile home park uses on the Fish
Camp site to the California Department of Housing
and Community Development (HCD).
The IS/MND evaluates 35 separate facilities on the
Fish Camp site. None of the uses or facilities present on the site are on any of the lists enumerated
under §65962.5 of the Government Code (i.e., lists of
hazardous waste facilities, hazardous waste property,
hazardous waste disposal sites or other hazardous
wastes and substances). Findings of the analyses for
this project indicate that all potential project impacts
would be less than significant with implementation of
the 19 mitigation measures provided in the IS/MND.
The IS/MND will be available for public review and
comment from 2 February through 15 March 2018.
The IS/MND can be accessed online at https://
www.monocounty.ca.gov/planning/page/crowleylake-fish-camp-mitigated-negative-declaration and
copies will be available throughout the public review
period at the CDD offices located above Giovanni’s in
Minaret Village Mall in Mammoth Lakes (see address
below), and at the Crowley Lake Library located at
3627 Crowley Lake Drive in Crowley Lake.
Comments may be submitted by mail, fax, handdelivery or e-mail to the address shown below. Please
provide the name, telephone number and address
of a contact person, and do not hesitate to call if you
have any questions.
Gerry Le Francois
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite 220
P.O. Box 347 Mammoth Lakes, California 93546
(760) 924-1810 glefrancois@mono.ca.gov
Please submit your comments on the IS/MND no
later than 5:00 p.m. on 15 March 2018 to ensure time
for preparation of responses as part of the Final IS/
MND preparation. No public meetings or hearings
have been scheduled at this time. However, the Mono
County Planning Commission is anticipated to consider the approvals required of Mono County during
the spring of 2018, and HCD will consider approvals
required of the State thereafter. The project applicant
plans to implement the new project elements following necessary approval.
TS #2018-0020

Notice of Public Hearing
Zoning Code Amendment
(ZCA 17-001)
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday,
February 14, 2018, beginning at 2:00 p.m. and
continuing until finished, at the Town Council
Chambers, Suite Z within the Minaret Village
Shopping Center, 437 Old Mammoth Road the
Mammoth Lakes Planning & Economic
Development Commission will hear an application
request for the following:

Application Request: Zoning Code Amendment
(ZCA) 17-001 — Amend various sections of the
Town’s Zoning Code (Title 17) to reflect changes in the
allowed uses of cannabis as a result of CA Proposition
64 (the “Adult Use of Marijuana Act”) and to update the
Zoning Code to be consistent with CA Senate Bill 94
(the “Medical and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and
Safety Act (MAUCRSA)”).
CEQA Determination: Exempt pursuant to California
Business and Professions Code Section 26055(h).
Location: Town-wide
Zoning: All Zoning Districts
Proponent: Town of Mammoth Lakes
All persons having an interest in the proposed
application request may appear before the Planning &
Economic Development Commission either in person
or represented by counsel and present testimony or
may, prior to said hearing, file with the Executive
Secretary written correspondence pertaining thereto.
Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009(b), if this
matter is subsequently challenged in court, the
challenge may be limited to only those issues raised at
the public hearing described in this notice or in written
correspondence delivered to the Town of Mammoth
Lakes at, or prior to, the public hearing. For additional
information, or to obtain a copy of the staff report which
will be published no later than February 9, 2018,
contact Nolan Bobroff, Assistant Planner, at (760) 9653631. Facsimiles may be sent to (760) 934-7493, or email at: nbobroff@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.
Mammoth Lakes Planning & Economic Development
Commission
P.O. Box 1609, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
TS #2018-0018

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a General Municipal
Election is to be held in the Town of Mammoth Lakes
on Tuesday, June 5, 2018 for the following officers:
Three (3) members of the Town Council for a full term
of four years.
The nomination period for these offices begins on
Monday, February 12, 2018 and closes on Friday,
March 9, 2018.
If nomination papers for an incumbent officer of
the Town are not filed by March 9, 2018 (the 88th
day before the election), the voters shall have until
the 83rd day before the election, March 14, 2018, to
nominate candidates other than the person(s) who
are incumbents on the 88th day before the election,
for that incumbent’s elective office. This extension is
not applicable where there is no incumbent eligible
to be elected.
If no one or only one person is nominated for an elective office, appointment to the elective office may be
made as prescribed by Section 10229, Elections Code
of the State of California.
The polls will be open between the hours of 7:00 a.m.
and 8:00 p.m.
All interested registered voters or interested parties
having questions relating to the election are invited
to contact the Town Clerk at Town Hall, Minaret Mall,
and (760) 965-3602.
Dated: February 2, 2018			
JAMIE GRAY, Town Clerk
TS #2018-0015

Notice of Public Hearing
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE MAMMOTH
LAKES TOWN COUNCIL will hold a PUBLIC HEARING on Wednesday, February 21, 2018, beginning
at 6:00 p.m. and continuing until finished, at the
Mammoth Lakes Town Council Chamber, Suite Z
within the Minaret Village Shopping Center, 437 Old
Mammoth Road to consider the following:
Adopt the resolution regarding the 2018/19 Recreation Department fee schedule amendments.
All persons having an interest in the proposed resolution request may appear before the Town Council
either in person or represented by counsel and present testimony or may, prior to said hearing, file with
the Town Clerk written correspondence pertaining
thereto. Pursuant to Government Code Section
65009(b), if this matter is subsequently challenged
in court, the challenge may be limited to only those
issues raised at the public hearing described in this
notice or in written correspondence delivered to the
Town of Mammoth Lakes at, or prior to, the public
hearing. For additional information, please contact
Stuart Brown, Parks and Recreation Director, by telephone at (760) 965-3696 or email at sbrown@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. The proposed resolution will
be available for review at the Town Offices, located at
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite R, and on the Town
of Mammoth Lakes web site at www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.
BY ORDER OF THE MAMMOTH LAKES TOWN
COUNCIL
Dated: February 9, 2018		
Jamie Gray, Town Clerk
TS #2018-0019

Notice of Public Hearing
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Mono County
Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hearing
on Feb. 20, 2018, at 10:00 am in the Mono County
Board of Supervisors Chambers, 437 Old Mammoth
Rd., Suite 292 (formerly Suite Z), Mammoth Lakes,
CA, and by teleconference from the Mono County
Courthouse, 278 Main St., 2nd floor, Bridgeport, CA,
to consider extending interim ordinance #ORD1705 (adopted on April 11, 2017) titled an “Interim
Ordinance of the Mono County Board of Supervisors
Extending the Temporary Moratorium Suspending
the Establishment of Type II Short-Term Vacation
Rentals within the Unincorporated Areas of Mono
County as Authorized by Chapter 25 of the Mono
County General Plan.
” Type II Short-Term Vacation Rentals previously have
been known as Transient Rental Overlay Districts
(TRODs) and are defined as the rental of an entire
dwelling unit that is not concurrently occupied by the
owner or on the same parcel as a principal residence
concurrently occupied by the owner.
INTERESTED PERSONS may appear before the
Board of Supervisors to present testimony or, prior to
or at the hearing, file written correspondence with:
Board Clerk, PO Box 715, Bridgeport, CA 93517. If
you challenge the proposed action(s) in court, you
may be limited to raising only those issues you or
someone else raised at the public hearing described
in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered
to Board Clerk at, or prior to, the public hearing.
TS #2018-0021

PERSONALS
I don’t understand why you... want to go to
the Mammoth Film Festival on Friday night
when you can have my Notorious B.I.G.-ness
right here at home.
I hope to see you... at the Mammoth Film
Festival. Cool event, wrong name. If they wanted to be local, they would have called it the
Mammoth Ultimate Film Festival. Or MUFF.
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NO CLASS-IFIEDS/LOCAL NEWS

TBID

NO CLASS-IFIEDS
Help Wanted

Sierra Employment Services, Inc. is hiring for the following positions:
Janitor B $15
Receptionist B $12
Cashier M $12-$14
Class B Driver B $18-$22
Carpenters M $29-$35
Machine Operator B $11
Photographer M $15-$18
Housekeepers M $14-$17
General Laborers M $11-$16
Apprentice Carpenters M $15-$20
Call 760.924.0523 or 760.873.8599
See our full job list online
www.SierraEmployment.com

Housekeepers ($11)
Cooks
Dishwashers
Maintenance Worker
Please complete an application at
164 Old Mammoth Rd.
or e-mail pl@thelandingtahoe.com
Full time Maids Needed.Vacation rental company, Experience required, Must
have vehicle. Call Luis at 760.914.0768
The Austria Hof Lodge has a position
open for a full or part-time front desk
associate. Experience is preferred but
not required. we are looking for someone
who is motivated, reliable and enjouys
customer service. Please call 760.934.2764
or stop by 92 Canyon Blvd. for an application.
Morrison’s Restaurant and Bar is
looking to hire servers. *Must have prior
serving experience. If interested please
bring your resume in or email Rachel@
morrisonsrestaurantandbar.com
The Austria Hof Lodge has housekeeping positions available. Full or part-time
starting at $13.50 per hour. We are looking
for motivated responsible people. Please
call 760.934.2764 or stop by 92 Canyon
Blvd. for an application.
Part-time night audit position at Sierra Lodge. Must be available to work 11
p.m.-7 a.m. shifts. Must have work experience demonstrating direct interaction
with people. Previous hospitality experience not required. Starting hourly wages
DOE. Deliver resume in person or pick
up application at Sierra Lodge, 3540 Main
Street, or send to info@sierralodge.com.

Help Wanted

Temporary Snow Removal Operators
The Town of Mammoth Lakes is looking
for Temp Snow Removal Operators for the
2017/18 winter season. $22.92 - $26.53/
hr. Commercial license required. Fulltime hours, opportunity to work day
or night shifts and potential overtime.
Secure a job for the winter and be part of
a dedicated, hard-working road crew!
The Town of Mammoth Lakes is looking
for Interns to join our Community & Economic Development and Public Works
Departments. These are paid internships
with full time hours over the summer
months, ideal for students undergoing
study in the fields of Planning, Economic
Development, or Engineering. $15.51
- $17.96/hr. Visit www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov for more information.
Office/Customer Service Representative. Part-Time position is available
with Insurance Scouts, LLC. Insurance
or prior office service experience desired
but not necessary starting pay $16-18 hr.
Applicant must be comfortable working
with technology platforms and interacting with Agency Client’s in a confidential
manner. Applicant must have a pleasant
and positive attitude towards completing daily tasks and projects. Application
and Job Description can be requested by
emailing: brian@insscouts.com.
On site Maintenance Specialist
Seeking full-time live on maintenance
person for 84-unit condominium complex in Mammoth Lakes. Applicant needs
to be responsible and outgoing. Duties
will include basic carpentry, plumbing, electrical, pool, spas and landscape
maintenance. On call and working
weekends required. Pay based on level
of experience. On-site two bedroom, two
bath apartment is offered as part of the
package.
Bring resume to St. Anton Condos 895
Canyon Blvd. or email to cbromby@stantoncondos.com 760.417.9889

Holiday Haus Motel and Hostel Now
Hiring for year round permanent position for a Front Desk Person. Excellent
pay DOE.Please contact Todd Roberts
at 760.934.2414 or stop by and see us in
person at 3905 Main Street in Mammoth
Lakes.
Full Time Hospitality Position
Seeking responsible, outgoing hospitality/
reservation agent for local management
company. Excellent phone/customer service skills required. Previous reservation
experience preferred. Flexible 32-40 hours
per week starting immediately. Competitive pay. Please email resume to stacey@
mammothreservations.com
Office Assistant:Seeking an office assistant who is motivated, organized and has
exceptional customer service skills. Parttime, Mon-Fri, flexible hours with potential for full-time employment. Please send
resume to: Jessica@country-glass.com

Bookkeeping Services Available. Let me
keep your books up-to-date and in order
while you focus on your business or travel
the world! Experienced in Quickbooks,
Microsoft Office, Dropbox, Google Docs.
Great references available. 805.540.0902.
Z-Z-ZIPPERS! Quality work, speedy service.
Sportswear, parkas, pants, packs & duffels.
Hems, too! Call 760.873.4499.
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Skyline Tree Service

Michael McLaughlin
P.O. Box 9011, 2 Arrowhead Dr. #58
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

Mammoth Rock & Bowl/Mammoth
Rock Brasserie has the following positions available. Bowling Desk Employees,
Server, Bartender, Brasserie Hostess.
Contact Kevin O’Connell 760.934.4200
ext.223, or Ann Ward ext. 221
Immediate opening for Assistant Inn
Manager. Mammoth Creek Inn is a 25
room boutique hotel in Mammoth Lakes,
CA. We are looking for a people-person
with flexible daytime and evening hours.
Responsibilities include: checking guests
in and out, answering emails, answering
phone calls, booking reservations, monitoring the reservation system, managing
employees, and generally assisting the
Inn Manager. and . Please email your
resume to Leina’ala at lk@mammothcreekinn.com or stop by 663 Old Mammoth Road.

continued from page 3

Help Wanted

For Hire

This business is conducted by an Corporation.The registrant has not yet begun to
transact business under the fictitious business name listed herein.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on January 24, 2018
File Number 18-010
2018-0012 (2/03, 2/10, 2/17, 2/24)
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Sierra Crest

Greg Newbry, Lynda Salcido
1149 Red Peak Drive, P.O. Box 8105
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546
This business is conducted by a husband
and wife. The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious
business name listed above on January
09,2018. This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Mono County on January
09, 2018 .
File Number 18-005
2018-0008(1/27, 2/3, 2/10, 2/17)
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For Rent

2BR,1B Apartment for Rent Unfurnished washer/dryer hook-up, no garage.
$1500.00, 1 year lease, and local references. Greg 760.937.7569.
One bedroom duplex in Long Valley
(Crowley Lake) $650 per month. Call John
for details 760-709-2511.
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Skyline Arborist Inc.

Michael McLaughlin
P.O. Box 9011, 2 Arrowhead Dr. #58
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546
This business is conducted by an Corporation.The registrant has not yet begun to
transact business under the fictitious business name listed herein.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on January 24, 2018
File Number 18-010
2018-0011 (2/03, 2/10, 2/17, 2/24)
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Pawsitively Spotless Grooming

Randi Krampe
P.O. Box 7670, 94 Laurel Mt. Rd.
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546
This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name
listed above on January 16,2018.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on January 10, 2018.
File Number 18-006
2018-0010 (2/03, 2/10, 2/17, 2/24)
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Horizons Trading & Exchange

Milton Anthony Fryer
P.O. Box 1721, 561 Forest Trail
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

(MIAWG) along with Urdi. The future
of a potential deal with the Los Angeles Kings, and the funding of a Special
Events position within Mammoth
Lakes Tourism, were also discussed in
the context of whether or not the TBID
would be renewed.
Urdi told the Board that “the worst
thing that could happen here is we
either don’t renew the TBID at all, or we
renew it and there’s some kind of a lag
period.”
Urdi said that he was unwilling to
commit money that MLT might not
have in the future. “With the uncertainty of when the TBID is going to get
renewed, I am hesitant to commit those
dollars to the L.A. Kings deal,” said Urdi
at Wednesday’s meeting.
MLT, the Town of Mammoth Lakes,
and Mammoth Mountain had previously agreed to split a $2 million,
six-year advertising deal in which
Mammoth banners would appear on
the Jumbotron at 25 Kings home games
(see “We are All Kings,” December 9,
2017). MLT would pay 30 percent of the
deal. Turner said that he considered it
“a heck of an opportunity…I would love
to see us three partners make this deal
happen somehow.” Urdi said that there
was “no way in hell I’m going to recommend signing” the deal until he knew
whether MLT would continue to have
its largest source of funding.
The Board agreed to table both the
Kings deal and the Special Events position until its next meeting, and Urdi
asked that the resolution of intent to
renew the TBID be out “by at least April
18.”
We’re Social. Come Visit.

Mammoth Hospital
is Hiring!
Benefits • Year-Round Stability
• Paid Time Off
We are currently hiring for positions
in nursing, radiology, accounting,
housekeeping, and more!
Check out our many open positions on
our employment page at
www.mammothhospital.org/employment

and see why our last employee
satisfaction survey scored in the 90th
percentile of hospitals!
• Nursing & Clinical Lab Scientist sign-on
and relocation bonus available!

This business is conducted by an Corporation.The registrant has not yet begun to
transact business under the fictitious business name listed herein.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on December 29,
2017
File Number 17-272
2018-0017 (2/03, 2/10, 2/17, 2/24)
Elevate Your Health

Meticulous Care
Memorable People
Majestic Location
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HORRORSCOPES
By Cloud s M cC lou d

Aquarius: The key to happiness

Day).

for this next year of your life will be
found through dealing with things
from your past. While it may seem
scary or daunting at times, whatever
is holding you back must be mended
and moved on from. It will help to
remember that you can’t have rainbows without rain, and that life is
short, so you should smile as much
as you can while you still have teeth.
Pisces: President Donald “S-hole”
Trump gave his first State of the
Union address recently. While some
folks see him as a savior, others see
him as Satan. As usual, the truth lies
somewhere in between. The Stars
are saying this wouldn’t be a good
time to start exaggerating about
things in your life, especially your
finances. It is okay, however, to call
yourself a “stable genius,” especially
when you’re doing odd things like
Tweeting at 4 a.m.
Aries: Clouds would like to remind
you to that all you’ve got to do is
keep on keeping on. That’s because
the only thing that ever holds Aries
back is a lack of motivation. To help
keep you motivated, regularly repeat
this back and forth: “Remember
that guy who gave up? Neither does
anyone else.” And make your new
mantra GRIND (Get Ready It’s a New

present, especially if it involves big
dreams or projects in your life. As
they say about corn, it ain’t going to
shuck itself. So it’s time to get after it,
and it probably won’t help to adopt
this motto: “Never give up on your
dreams–just go back to sleep.”
Gemini: The Stars are reporting that
this should be a very social and sensual month for Geminis. To help get
things in the mood, try one of these
lines. Uno) There must be something
wrong with my cell phone, because
I haven’t received a single sext from
you recently. 2) Spooning often leads
to forking, so it’s best to use condiments.
Cancer: Your new mission, if you
have the abs to accept it, is to laugh
at life and yourself more. Sometimes
you’ve just got to stop and say a little
prayer like, “Dear Dog, I’m trying
my best.” Sometimes you’ve also
got to stop to show some gratitude
with a line like, “I’m thankful that
I don’t suffer from insanity. I enjoy
every moment of it!” Sometimes it’s
as simple as taking a positive and
healthy attitude by saying something
like, “My sexual preference is often.”
Leo: Sometimes you just have to
accept that miracles are arriving.

Taurus: There’s no time like the

Unfortunately, it’s not always easy
to stay happy, positive, kind and
hopeful in a world that highlights
the opposite. Luckily, you were
blessed with the strength do so as
well as to inspire others to. To help,
make this your new mantra: “Whenever someone tells me I’m living in
‘Fantasy Land’ I just ride away on
my unicorn.”
Virgo: At some point or another,
most Virgos will have someone say
something to them like,” You act like
you don’t give a crap.” Of course,
the usual Virgo response is something like, “I’m not acting.” But that
response isn’t usually good for anything but a laugh. Therefore, your
new goal is to work on you communication skills.
Libra: The Stars are reporting that
this would be a good time to start on
a project you’ve long been thinking
about. Basically, either start putting time into it, or put it away for
good. To help get you motivated,
please remember that giving up on
your dream because of a setback is
like slashing your other three tires
because you got a flat.
Scorpio: To help bring inner peace
and joy to your life, Clouds would
like to offer up these techniques: 1)
Drop something heavy on your foot.

This makes everything else seem far
less important. 2) Make a list of your
top seven goals and read them every
night before bed. 3) Never forget that
the happiest and most successful
people in life are “Flawsome!” They
know they are awesome even though
they have flaws, too.
Sagittarius: Things continue to look
promising for you as you cruise right
the through the middle of winter.
Clouds would like to help make sure
that any speed bumps or mogul
courses don’t throw you off your
line by passing along these lines.
A) “Sometimes I wonder how you
put up with me, and then I remember that I put up with you, so we’re
even.” B) “If you’re wrong and you
shut up, you’re considered wise. If
you’re right and you shut up, you’re
considered married.”
Capricorn: It’s about time you
started trusting yourself more, especially when you have good and/or
sexy intentions. To help, make sure
that the next time someone tells you
to do something, like to stop acting
like a flamingo, that you put your
foot down. Stand strong in what you
believe, even if it means dealing with
pink feathers.

ARTS
A TRIVIAL COMEDY FOR SERIOUS PEOPLE

Oscar Wilde’s “Importance of Being Earnest” opens at Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre
By Lunch

O

scar Wilde’s “The Importance
of Being Earnest” was first
performed in London in 1895.
Which boggles the mind, given
how contemporary the play remains.
The writing crackles and will keep
you laughing. So damn clever.
Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theater is staging the show over the next
two long weekends (WednesdaySunday) at the Edison Theatre on
College Parkway.
The show, directed by Susan Dalian, is well-paced and the is acting
crisp. Rob Gill (as Algernon Moncrieff ) and Juliana Olinka-Jones (as
Lady Bracknell, his aunt), are particularly good.
Gill’s role as a charming rogue is
tailor-made for him and he nails it.
The set is terrific as well. On the
walls are written various witticisms
attributable to Wilde. My favorites:
“Work is the curse of the drinking
classes” and “There are two tragedies in life: one is not getting what
one wants, and the other is getting
it.”
The thumbnail sketch of the plot,
as concisely provided by Producer
Shira Dubrovner:
John (Jack) Worthing has created
a fictitious brother named Ernest,

whom he uses as an excuse to travel
from his country home to London to
enjoy the pleasures of the city while
visiting with his friend Algernon.
He has fallen in love with Gwendolen who believes he is actually
named Ernest. Meanwhile, back in
the country, Jack’s ward Cecily has
fallen madly in love with the idea
of Jack’s wicked brother Ernest, and
Algernon arrives pretending to be
that brother.
The lights go up on this comedic
crowd-pleaser at 7 p.m. each night
(except for Sundays, when there is
a 4 p.m. matinee). For tickets, call
760.934.6592 or visit www.MammothLakesRepertoryTheatre.org.

Cast list:

John Worthing, J.P....Marcus Nobreus
Algernon Moncrieff...............Rob Gill
Lane....................................Jeff Frome
Lady Bracknell............J. Olinka-Jones
Gwendolen Fairfax.......Madeline Roy
Cecily Cardew.......Lesley-Anne Hoxie
Miss Prism.......................Gigi de Jong
Rev. Canon Casuble........Stephen Gill
Merriman.........................Karl Henize
Maid One...........Madeline Hardiman
Maid Two................................Lisa Gill

Photos, clockwise from top: Rob Gill (as Algernon Moncrieff) and Juliana Olinka-Jones
(Lady Bracknell); Lesley-Anne Hoxie (Cecily Cardew) and Madeline Roy (Gwendolen
Fairfax) and Marcus Nobreus (John Worthing).
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SAVING THE LAST GREAT WILDERNESS

Brennan Lagasse will speak about the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge at ESIA’s Adventure Series
By Rea

B

rennan Lagasse answered the
phone at 9:30 p.m. in Austria,
as he was walking down a
dark street trying to find a restaurant his host (who he’d never met)
had recommended. He didn’t know
what kind of food they served, or
even that he’d end up in a town on
the Italian-Austrian border near the
Dolomites that night (February 6),
staying at the home of a friend-of-afriend who wasn’t even around.
“I basically just broke into somebody’s house,” laughed Lagasse, a
writer and educator based in Lake
Tahoe.
Lagasse will speak in Mammoth
on Thursday, February 18 as part
of the Eastern Sierra Interpretive
Association’s Adventure Series. His
presentation will focus on the plight
of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
(ANWR), an area that Lagasse called
“the definition of a wild landscape.”
The Gwich’in, the native people
who inhabit the Refuge, “don’t even
have a word for ‘wilderness,’” said
Lagasse. “Wilderness is just what it
is—that’s the earth.”
The ANWR is a 19 million acre
stretch of land “just sitting at the
base of the Brooks Range,” says
Lagasse. It’s the largest protected
wilderness in the United States,
bordered by the Beaufort Sea and
Prudhoe Bay, and was set aside by
the Alaska National Interest Lands
Conservation Act of 1980.
When he was getting his Master’s
at Humboldt State (he’s currently
going for his PhD in Sustainability Education at Prescott College),
Lagasse was contacted by Gwich’in
elder Sarah James. James lives in a
part of the ANWR known as the “Area
1002,” named after the section of the
1980 Act which deferred petroleum
exploration within a 1.5 million-acre
expanse, the northernmost portion
of the refuge. James is one of the
matriarchs of the Gwich’in, which
“literally translates to ‘people of the
caribou,’” as Lagasse wrote in a story
about the ANWR for Yes! Magazine
in 2016.
“Area 1002 is where the caribou
come to birth their calves each year,”
wrote Lagasse, noting that the Tribe

PHOTO: BRENNAN LAGASSE

Brennan Lagasse (top left), Jillian Raymond and some Sierra Nevada College students
in Arctic Village, Alaska, with Gwich’in matriarchs Sarah James and Audrey Tritt.
“shares the land with birds that migrate to and from all 50 U.S. states,
polar and grizzly bears, and the
Porcupine Caribou herd…This combination of biological and cultural
diversity is one of the most brilliant
in the world.”
James called Lagasse to invite him
to visit Arctic Village, one of the most
remote Native villages in Alaska
(population 152, according to the
2010 census).
“You can’t just go to Arctic Village,”
said Lagasse. “But an invitation
opens the door. Through that invitation I was able to bring [Humboldt
State] students up for three trips.”
He said that his interactions with the
area and its people “Started a whole
chapter of my life where I’ve been
working on activist issues. To me, the
more that I see what is happening in
the Refuge, the more I see this as a
symbolic issue of so many things.”
Republicans have attempted to
allow drilling in the Refuge almost
50 times since the 1980 Conservation Act was passed. And with the
passage of President Donald Trump’s
Tax Cuts and the Jobs Act of 2017
(signed into law on December 22,
2017), a provision was included that
would open Area 1002 to drilling.
The people of the caribou fear that
drilling in the area will push caribou
from the coastal plain into the foothills, where their calves will be more

vulnerable to predation. “Culturally speaking, if the caribou die, the
Gwich’in and their way of life will
disappear as well,” wrote Lagasse in
a story for Big Life Magazine.
By speaking at events like ESIA’s
Adventure Series, Lagasse said, he’s
hoping to share the story of the
Gwich’in, who have been “relentless… in a struggle to survive.”
“We believe everything is connected. The land, the water, the caribou—all of it,” James told Lagasse.
“The mission of the Tribe for the
past 30 years has been to make more

friends,” said Lagasse, who said that
distant members of the Tribe first
gathered together in 1988, “the first
time the whole Tribe has ever gotten
together,” and said, “we heard oil
is going to come in our land… we
need to find some friends and have
them experience what it’s like to be
up here. Essentially…I’m one of the
many people that’s fallen into line
and have developed an alliance with
them.”
Though Lagasse is an athlete with
multiple passions (check out his
website, stateofthebackcountry.com,
for posts on surfing Lake Tahoe,
ice climbing and powder hunting
in Chile), he says the story of the
Gwich’in has kept him working for
their cause.
“I’m constantly looking for new
ways to engage on the issue and
make a contribution,” he said.
“Even one person that shows up
and is inspired by what they hear
that night can turn into something
positive on multiple levels.”
Brennan Lagasse will present
“A Night for the Arctic Refuge” on
Thursday, February 15 at the Mammoth Ranger Station Auditorium.
Doors open at 6 p.m. and the presentation begins at 7. Tickets are $10
and include a beer.
Visit www.esiaonline.com for more
information.

A NEW
HOME
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FAMILY
FUN

NEW RELEASE OF LUXURY MOUNTAIN RETREATS NOW SELLING!
New Luxury Mountain Retreats with Alpine Golf Course and Athletic Club minutes from Mammoth Mountain.
3-4 BEDROOMS & UP TO 2,742 SQ. FT.
All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalBRE #01812140.
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Another Luxury Development by The Chadmar Group

