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THE
LIFE OF (FLYIN’) BRIAN
...or more like the 10 lives of Flyin’ Brian
By Gor ma n

O

ne day in May, 2011,
47-year old Flyin’ Brian
Jones came home from
a hard day of skiing on Mammoth Mountain. His feet had
been bothering him for weeks,
and doctors couldn’t figure out
why. His feet were especially
bad this day, and in his frustration over the pain, he grabbed
his backpack and drove up to
the Lakes Basin. He soloed up
the Sherwin Range and skied
down the Rock Chute. It was a
powder day. 8 inches had fallen
on the chute, and no one had
touched the new snow. It was a
perfect run.
He skied to Snowcreek where
a friend picked him up, not
knowing that this run was the
last that he would ever take. A
few days later he would find
out that the pain he felt in his
feet was the effect of Multiple
Myeloma, a cancer of the
blood, a death sentence.
This run was a turning point
in the extraordinary life of
Brian Jones. Before it, Brian
had pioneered extreme skiing,
drove mules through the Sierra,
made thirty foot steel sculptures, jumped out of hot air
balloons, survived forest fires,
flash floods, car wrecks, and
addiction. After it, he would
build his own tombstone, be
sent home by doctors to die
in his bed, say goodbye to his
stoic son and his crying father,
die, live again, lose the ability
to walk, drag himself around
his home, walk again, die three
more times, and live again.
Mostly, he would teach those
he met the indomitability of
the human spirit. He would
learn, and subsequently share
with others, a law that only
those who have seen God can
come to fully understand:
That the only unforgivable
sin is feeling sorry for yourself.

Brian Jones was raised in the
San Bernardino Mountains,
near Big Bear. He began skiing
at the age of five and racing at
seven. He took school yearround, with an eight week
break in the winter for skiing,
and a six week break in the
summer. With night skiing,
Jones said he was skiing from 8
o’clock in the morning until 9
at night almost every day since
he was five years old.
Professional skier Suzy
“Chapstick” Chaffee trained
at Snow Valley, Jones’ home
mountain. She took him and
some other young skiers
under her wing. By 8 years old
Chaffee had taught Jones how
to do back flips, tip rolls and
helicopters.
When Jones was 14 he
moved to Mammoth Lakes.
The big jumps and cornices of
Mammoth Mountain brought
the tricks Brian learned from
Chaffee to a bigger dimension.
“I’d start from the top of the
stairs of the Gondola on 223
cm. downhills [skis], tuck down
the ridge and do one turn off of
Hangman’s and do a helicopter
all the way down the throat.”
Sometimes ski patrol would
spot Brian for these blind
jumps. After landing, Brian
would be going more than 80
mph, turning once on Climax,
and once more into San Anton.
The patrollers would stay below
to make sure that he didn’t kill
anyone on the runout.
“You’re not pulling the jump
unless you go off the jump, fly
through the air, land, do the full
runout, stop, and then you’ve
done the jump,” Jones said. “To
me, that’s the jump.”
Other times, patrol was not
as fond of Jones’s jumps. If they
weren’t spotting him then they
might be chasing him off the
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Brian Jones mid-helicopter on Mammoth Mountain. He said, “I just did huge jumps on hard-pack.”

BUILT THE WALL

Trump wants one, Kaspar has one
By Benha m

O

utdoor construction
season won’t start again
until the snow melts
in…July? August? But in the
Honorable Judge Mark Magit’s
courtroom in Mono County
Superior Court on Tuesday,
the construction of a retaining wall was at the center of a

dispute between Alex Kaspar,
Kim McGhie, and the Town of
Mammoth Lakes.
Mr. Kaspar owns the lot at
196 Davison Street in the Canyon neighborhood of Mammoth. Ms. McGhie owns the lot
on the uphill side of Mr. Kaspar’s property at 210 Davison.

They are neighbors, but right
now, not feeling neighborly.
The town approved Mr.
Kaspar’s plans to build a three
unit condominium on his
lot in 2015 by granting him a
building and grading permit.
Mammoth Lakes Senior Public

Rabbit for free

Buried buses

Valet Forge

see WALL, page 7

see CASTLE, page 10
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REDUCED SHELF LIFE. LONGER SHELF LIFE.

There’s a bookshelf in the foyer of the Mammoth Lakes Library that offers giveaway books. I’m not sure who decides which books are giveaways, and most of
us probably tend to ignore the giveaway shelf because … there are so many damn
books in the world calling for our attention. Why waste a minute scanning the
discard pile?
Well, because they’re free.
A few weeks back I scan the shelf and see a copy of “Rabbit At Rest” by John
Updike. Which just happened to win the Pulitzer Prize for fiction in 1990. So I pick
it up. There are three preceding books in Updike’s “Rabbit” series: Rabbit, Run.
Rabbit Redux, Rabbit is Rich. I haven’t read any of them.
But this one appealed to me. Not sure why. Perhaps it was the title, which suggested a meditation on life, on mortality.
And I remember my father mentioning the Rabbit series as something he liked.
But my overarching thought is, “The library doesn’t have room for another copy
of a Pulitzer Prize-winning book? What’s become of us?”
Or maybe, there’s life before the internet, and life after the internet, and preSmartphone novels written by now-dead white men about America are no longer
deemed relevant.
*That said, I can’t be the only one sick of Alexandra Ocasio-Cortez. Her fifteen
minutes should have ended twenty minutes ago. I think we need to pack her and
Donald off to a desert island somewhere and consider it a fair trade. Addition by
subtraction.
I start the book. The main character, Harry “Rabbit” Angstrom, is a mostlyretired, 55-year old former car salesman who spends half the year in Florida. And
he’s been mostly-retired for three or four years. He eats junk food, has a heart condition, plays golf, watches television and is largely bored out of his mind.
While his son runs the family business into the ground back in Pennsylvania.
Via his nose. Cocaine problem.
But I couldn’t get over that number. 55. It seems to me like that number, over
the past thirty years since the book’s publication, has migrated northwards a decade or more. Set the novel in 2020 and he’d be 65. 70. If you write the novel at all.
Who the hell retires these days - unless you have a public sector job?
But what I found most interesting - over the course of the book, Rabbit’s wife
and son and those around him, old friends and colleagues, evolve while Rabbit
... just doesn’t. Except perhaps, at the very end, when he realizes that the world
(his defined and limited world) doesn’t care to chase after his opinion any longer.
Only then does he emerge from his torpor and engage with those outside his
circle.
How come it’s so hard for people to bust out of their tightly wound circles?
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There was a front page article in the Wall Street Journal Monday about insurers
pulling out of California in the wake of catastrophic wildfire losses over the past
two years which have cost insurers $23 billion.
State Insurance Commissioner Richard Lara is quoted as saying, “Homeowners
in any area with high risk will likely have fewer options for coverage.”
Will this affect us locally?
Anecdotally, Eric Olson of Olson Insurance says yes … and not really.
More people are affected, sure, by an increase in insurer volatility - more insurers issuing non-renews and exiting the state. But as Olson said, from a historical
perspective, this is not unusual. Insurers come. Insurers go.
What stays the same? It’s gonna be more expensive.
“I think you’re going to see double-digit [price] increases for this year,” he said,
“and they’ll probably make money hand-over-fist, and you’ll never see the rates
go back down,” he added in trademark deadpan.
He did note that California’s FAIR Plan, the market of last resort (they’ll insure
you if no one else will), has announced a 20% rate hike for this year. That’s the
average hike. It’ll be more expensive in higher risk areas
Brett Walters of Brett Walters Insurance says he’s not overly concerned. As an
independent broker, like Olson, he has access to private markets that affiliated
agents do not.
That said, this is his advice, paraphrased: Whatever happens, consider yourself
fortunate if your carrier renews your insurance, and take the renewal offer (no
matter how outrageous you may deem the price hike) and don’t let that insurance
lapse before you go shopping. In most cases, these renewal offers will still be better than the alternatives.
State Farm’s Dave Easterby says State Farm will not write any new owner-occupied home insurance policies locally.
You’ve got to be an existing customer of at least three years to qualify.
Someone from down south who wants to buy a second home here - they’ve got
to be an existing State Farm customer to apply for a home insurance policy.
And State Farm will also not insure in certain areas of Mono County, including
Crowley Lake and parts of June Lake.
Easterby did note that history with State Farm (to ultimately obtain home insurance) can be built via a renter’s policy, which covers personal belongings and
liability and can cost as little as $20/month.
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LETTERS
What Urdi really earned
Dear Editor,
You have requested the pay information regarding John Urdi’s bonus and
any pay that was outside his metrics.
There is a single year, 2015/16, where
John was given a $5,000 bonus in excess
of what the metrics outlined. I could not
find any record of this in the minutes
from that time frame. It may be there in
Executive Session minutes that I don’t
have in my possession, but I thought I
would investigate for you where I could.
This was from one of the very first meetings I was a part of as a new MLT board
member. I do have the quote in email
from John Morris explaining the recommendation at the time.
“In reviewing John Urdi’s performance for 2015-16, the Review Committee (John Morris, Brent Truax, Kirk
Schaubmayer) recommended that John
receive an additional $5,000 bonus for
the incredible increase in TOT (37%
YOY), on top of his earned bonus of
$21,480 (based on the metrics in his
contract).”
This was approved by a six person
board vote, but again, I do not have a
record or minutes that reflect who those
exact six votes came from.
Hopefully this will shed some light
on the past and we can focus on the
facts and move beyond suppositions for
headline’s sake.
A few points if I may from the last
story:
“...planned to put the other $8,765 in

Urdi’s next contract as a signing bonus.”
This is not accurate. It was asked if
this was possible by some board members. It is not planned, nor approved,
but an inquiry if this is possible was
floated. I believe this would need to be
a much deliberated idea before put into
place.
“The board of MLT has drafted new
metrics that it believes are more important measures of Urdi’s performance.
It used these metrics to calculate the
$8,765 that it planned to give as a discretionary bonus.”
This is not a factually true statement.
The Ad Hoc review committee, not the
MLT Board, used the draft metrics to
calculate a potential bonus for 2017/18.
Again, this was not planned, but a
review of potential recommendation
from the Ad Hoc to the larger Board of
Directors. You also conveniently left out
that the chair of that Ad Hoc, John Morris, declined to present that value until
it was understood if it was even permissible to consider. So it was never even
up for Board of Directors’ consideration
at this meeting. Secondarily, you failed
to mention that I pointed out that those
draft metrics would not be reasonable
to apply to 2017/18 as they were drafted
after that period had closed and should
only be considered for this year and
forward.
Scott McGuire
MLT Chairman

TRI TRI AGAIN,
SAYS STUMP

Paying for first tracks

B y B e n h am

Dear Editor,
Any old schooler would know , in the
backcountry you pay for your first tracks
with hard labor and sweat. Your reward
, freshies or fresh tracks on the “White
Flight” down. At Mammoth Mountain,
you pay for first tracks by having to
cut in on your on your early morning
beauty rest. Hazard your way up to the
hill, sit on uncleared, butt numbing
chairs low on the hill doing warm up
laps, waiting impatiently for Ski Patrol.
Powder hounds, can have trouble with
patience, MAD DOGS! In the meantime
you warm up your ass where you want
low mountain first tracks.
Get to your chair early, way early.
I prefer Chair 22 on a dumper day.
Get first chair, wait forever, but when
it opens you’re there, beauty rest be
damned. You chatted with your chair
partners, this was pre-cell-phone and
iPods. Decide who wants freshies,
where. Oh,I meant first tracks.
Fred Feldman, took Viva, Tony Lober
took Avy 1, I Took Avy 2. First tracks and
freshies for all! Old school style!
Win Lee Lewis
Mammoth Lakes
P.S. Old schoolers will drive through a
storm to hand in a “Letter to the Editor.”

L

ast week The Sheet reported that
the White Mountain Fire Protection District (WMFPD) received
$200,000 from Mono County for its
Emergency Medical Service program.
This week, The Sheet followed up, wondering specifically about the amount of
money being spent on the district.
From July 1, 2018 to February 5, 2019,
three of the 17 emergency responses
by the WMFPD required transport by
Symons Ambulance, based in Bishop.
The Sheet wondered if the out-of-county
transports cost more than transports
from Mono County ambulances. Supervisor Fred Stump, who represents the
Tri-Valley, said the the county does not
pay for those transports, but that Symons
bills the patient. He also said Symons responds to emergencies in the Tri-Valley.
Is the $200,000 a one time grant or will
it continue?
Stump said, “I will request that the
$200,000 continue. When it was introduced as a concept it was not portrayed
as a one time cost. The County Paramedic program requires an annual general fund subsidy of around $2 million
to keep it operating. Most of that subsidy goes to support the Walker, Bridgeport, and June Lake Paramedic Stations.
Because the Mammoth Station has a
higher call volume that station recoups
a greater amount of the service cost than
the other three.”
He added, “$200,000 is way less than
the subsidy provided to the other

see EMS, page 5

DEEP SNOW WARNING!
WHAT’S THE DANGER?
It’s extremely important
to be aware of SIS (Snow
Immersion Suffocation).
SIS accidents occur when
a skier or snowboarder
suffocates from being
trapped in deep snow.
Falling headfirst into a
tree well – a depression of
deep, loose snow that forms
around a tree base – is the
most common way SIS
incidents can happen.

PROTECT YOURSELF
Please ski or ride with a
partner. Be aware of potential
SIS locations and use extra
caution where deep, loose
snow exists, especially near
trees. If you are going to fall,
attempt to do so feet first.

FOR ON-MOUNTAIN
EMERGENCIES, CALL

760.934.0611
For more info on SIS prevention and other safety tips, go to

MAMMOTHMOUNTAIN.COM/SAFETY
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FED UP WITH FECES

Police Department holding cell floor doesn’t drain
By Ben ha m

M

ammoth Lakes Police Department (MLPD) has requested
funds from the Town of
Mammoth Lakes to remodel the floor
of its holding cell because inmates are
defecating on the floor and that waste
doesn’t easily make it down the drain.
For those that haven’t been in the cell,
access to a toilet is not the problem. The
holding cell is equipped with a metal
toilet and metal sink. The toilet is in the
opposite corner from the entrance. The
cell is a little less than seven feet wide
and eight feet long. That’s not far away.
The problem arises when inmates
defecate or vomit on the floor either
because they are intoxicated or as Chief
Davis put it, “being jerks.” He said that
it’s a problem common to holding cells
at police departments.
According to Chief Al Davis, hoses are
not sufficient to get the waste down the
drain.
“When you’re using a hose, it drains
away from the drain,” Chief Al Davis
said.
At Mammoth Lakes Town Council’s
regular meeting on February 6th, he
sarcastically told council, “It’s amazing
when you dump two gallons of water

and two ounces go in the drain.”
Unlike birdshot, the goal isn’t to scatter the waste, which can be a combination of feces, vomit, urine. It’s to get the
waste down the drain. To do this, an officer reaches for a squeegee and pushes
or drags the waste over the drain.
Chief Davis said that the drain itself is
sufficient. It disposes of liquids, but the
problem is getting the liquid over the
drain. Solid waste cannot go down the
drain and has to be picked up.
Town of Mammoth Lakes Engineering Manager Haislip Hayes said, “It [the
drain] doesn’t drain the way they want
them to drain.”
“They want the drain to act more like
a sump.”
Hayes said, “It wasn’t designed for
that use. But things have changed.”
To make the drain act more like a
sump, the drain will have to be lowered
or the floors will have to be ground so
liquids don’t pool on the sides of the
cell and instead flow into the drain.
“You can’t just change the grades,”
Hayes added.
He isn’t sure how much the remodel
will cost. Although Town Council allocated $10,000 for the remodel at a mid-

The holding cell with drain and toilet. Sink not pictured.
When MLPD moved into the buildyear budget review during its meeting
ing on Main Street in October 2017, the
on February 6. Staff is still estimating
issue wasn’t recognized. But after about
the exact cost.
five instances, it has become a problem
At that February 6 Council meeting,
for officers cleaning the cell, who are
Mayor Cleland Hoff asked, “Why does
fed up with the five number twos on the
that end up being our problem?”
floor.
Grady Dutton, Mammoth Lakes PubThe Sheet asked for the identities of
lic Works Director, said he expects the
the defecators but according to Mamcontractor to fix the issue out of good
moth Lakes Police Department, those
faith.
records are not public.
“It certainly shouldn’t have been deThe Sheet obtained the architectual
signed that way. I doubt it was. It should
plans for the holding cell, but they did
not have been constructed that way,”
not specify the level of the holding cell
Dutton told Town Council on February
floor.
6.

EMS
continued from page 4
stations. In addition the four County sta- does not make up WMFPD’s expenditures. The $200,000 subsidy makes up the
tions are staffed by full time employees
difference between the revenue and the
eligible for retirement and benefits. The
expenditure for the WMFPD.
White Mountain EMTs are not County
Emergency Medical Service Chief
employees,” he added.
Chris Mocracek said the average ambuThe Sheet asked what is WMFPD’s call
lance transport costs $2,600. That rate
volume.
is set by the agency that certifies EMS
Stump responded, “My guess is that
services in the county, Inland Counties
as the local residents, other Medical
Emergency Medical
Facilities, and other
Authority (ICEMA).
allied agencies become
I will request the
Transports by Symons
aware that there is
cost about the same
now reliable service in
$200,000 continue.
amount, but depending
this area that the call
volume for both emer-Fred Stump on the paramedic service provided cost about
gency response and
$200-300 more than a
long distance transport
transport and service by
will increase. For me
a Mono County medic.
it is more important to
90% of transports go to
have reliable service in
a remote area of the County to help those Northern Inyo Hospital in Bishop.
Chief Mocracek said that WMFPD gets
in need, many of whom are seniors on
about 50-55 calls a year. He expects that
fixed incomes, than to demand a certain
number to increase approximately 3-5%
call volume. Benton is listed by the State
as residents learn of WMFPD’s increased
as a disadvantaged community.”
capacity and lower response times.
In the budget for Fiscal Year 2018From July 1, 2018-February 5, 2019,
2019, Mono County allocated $3,997,789
there were 20 total calls and 17 transfor Emergency Medical Services. The allocation to WMFPD constitutes about 5% ports in WMFPD. That’s 85% of calls
requiring transport. At $2,600 a transof the county’s entire EMS expenditure.
port, the total cost is $44,200 for the fiscal
year to date.
Mono County Finance Director Janet
For MediCal patients, the county
Dutcher explained how the payment
doesn’t go after the difference between
subsidy works. WMFPD spends money
the cost and what the insurance covers.
as needed. They divulge their expendiFor MediCare patients, Mocracek said,
tures to the county and the county reimgenerally have another insurance plan
burses them up to $200,000. Revenue is
generated by billing patients transported that makes up the difference.
to hospitals. The revenue, which generally comes from insurance companies

“

Happy Hour
4-6 Mon-Fri
4-5:30 Sat & Sun
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CRACKERS
FOR CRUMBS
A cost comparison of grocery stores in Mammoth

G

rocery Outlet is the new supermarket game in Bishop and
Mammoth.
The owner of the Grocery Outlet in
Mammoth, Bobby McGhee, has claimed
that he can offer the customer 40-70%
savings when compared to Vons.
In order to test this claim, The Sheet
compared the prices of 28 common
household items from Grocery Outlet
and Vons.
In order to ensure the utmost accuracy, The Sheet tried to compare apples
to apples. We only chose items with the
exact same branding, and tried our best
to keep packaging sizes the same.
This was somewhat hard to do, as
Grocery Outlet makes its money by
purchasing items with odd or out of
circulation packaging. That said, Vons
and Grocery Outlet carried many of the
exact same products at dramatically different prices.
If any of the brands seem odd, like
Franzia Crisp White, that is because the
Outlet does not carry the more popular
version, like Franzia Chardonnay.
For reference, we also chose to include the cheapest gallon of whole milk
and 18 eggs (Grocery Outlet does not
sell them by the dozen) regardless of
brand because we felt that those were
staple items.
The column on the right has the raw
data, and our conclusions are below.
We found that almost every item we
researched was cheaper at Grocery Outlet than at Vons. The only cases where

this was not true were in produce, or in
cases where Vons discounts items when
they are bought in bulk.
Shelf stable items will net the most
savings from the Grocery Outlet. The
highest gross savings by dollar came
from hard goods in the beauty aisle,
with Dove Purely Pampering Body
Wash coming in at $6.00 savings, with
Vaseline moisturizer, Gillette razors,
and Listerine mouthwash coming in
closely behind at $5.00, $4.00, and $4.00
respectively.
The Dove soap was even more of a
bargain than our table suggests, as the
same brand and "flavor" of soap, that
being "Shea Butter and Warm Vanilla."
was 3.3 oz bigger at the Grocery Outlet.
The greatest savings came from the
club crackers at 66.8%, which were on
special at the Grocery Outlet.
This statistic may be misleading. The
greatest savings may have really come
from the Gillette razors. Of the comparable Fusion 5 razor packages, the
one at Vons came with a razor and one
blade, while the one at Grocery Outlet
came with a razor and two blades. It
could be argued that this product then
delivered twice the value, putting its
comparable price at $2.995 instead of
$5.99. This would make its savings over
the $9.99 Vons version closer to 70%.
Interestingly, Franzia wine was the
only product where Vons prices could
have been cheaper, but only if you buy
in bulk. The Vons price could drop from
the price of $9.99 to $8.99 per bottle if
you buy six bottles, which would be a
buck cheaper than the Grocery Outlet
price of $9.99.
Perhaps shoppers shouldn't look at
the "Franzia index" and decide that
wine is cheaper at Vons. It was tough to
compare Vons wine with the Grocery
Outlet's, as they share almost no labels
in common, but anecdotally the median
price of wine at the Grocery Outlet
looked dramatically lower than at Vons.
Most labels at the Grocery Outlet were
between $3.99 and $5.99, and very few
outside of the known bargain brands
are so low at Vons
The lowest savings came from perishable goods, and brands that are already
known to be cheap. Avocados were
the same price at both locations, and
tortillas and bread were close. Brands
like Budweiser, and Ruffles were fairly
comparable as well.

The biggest saver from our price comparison, Keebler Original Club Crackers. Savings
from this item came in at $3.00 per box, or roughly 66.8%.
Item
Crystal Geyser bottled
water (24 pk.)

Grocery Outlet

Vons (Club Price)

$3.49

$5.99

$1.50 (25%)

Avocado

$1.50

$1.50

$0.00 (0%)

Jif Peanut Butter (16 oz)

$2.49

$3.99 $1.50 (37.6%)

Bud Light (12 pk.)

$9.99

$12.99 $3.00 (23.1%)

$4.99

$6.49 $1.50 (23.1%)

$3.99

$4.49 $0.50 (11.2%)

$1.99

$3.29 $1.30 (39.5%)

$2.99

$3.99 $1.00 (25.1%)

$2.99

$4.99 $2.00 (40.1%)

Crest Pro-Health Whitening
Power toothpaste
Ruffles Party Size potato
chips
Dawn dishwashing soap
(19.4 fl oz)
Cheapest 18 eggs
Dreyer’s Slow Churned Ice
Cream (1.5 qt)
Dove Purely Pampering
Body Wash (25.3, 22 fl oz)
Keebler Viena Fingers
(14.2 oz)
Russett Potatos (10 lb)
Vaseline Men’s Healing
Moisturizer (20.3 fl oz)
La Croix seltzer water
(12 pk)
Pepperidge Farm Oatmeal
Raisin cookies (8.6 oz)
Tide High Efficiency
Laundry Detergent (2.95 L)
Cheapest Gallon of Whole
Milk
Starbucks Pike Place Roast
(12 oz)
Campbell’s Cream of
Mushroom soup (10.5 oz)
Red Baron Classic Crust
Pizza
Vlasic Kosher Dill Spears
(16 fl oz)
Listerine Cool Mint mouthwash (1 L)
Franzia Crisp White wine
(5 L)
Keebler Club Cracker
Original (13.7 oz)
Mission Flour Tortilla,
Burrito Size (8 ct.)
Alfaro's Artesano Bread (20
oz
Best Foods Real
Mayonnaise (64 oz)
Gillette Fusion 5
(single cartridge)

Total

$4.99

$10.99

Difference

$6.00 (55%)

$1.79

$3.49 $1.70 (48.7%)

$2.99

$3.99 $1.00 (25.1%)

$4.99

$9.99 $5.00 (50.1%)

$3.99

$5.79 $1.80 (31.1%)

$1.99

$4.49 $2.50 (55.7%)

$10.99

$11.99

$1.00 (8.3%)

$2.89

$3.99 $1.10 (27.6%)

$4.99

$7.99

$0.99

$1.99 ($0.99 w/ pur$1.00 (50.3%)
chase of 5 cans)

$3.49

$5.99 (2 for $7.00) $2.50 (41.7%)

$1.99

$3.99 $2.00 (50.1%)

$3.99

$7.99 $4.00 (50.1%)

$9.99

$9.99 ($8.99 when
you buy 6)

$3.00 (37.5)

$0.00 (0%)

$1.49

$4.49 $3.00 (66.8%)

$2.99

$3.49 $0.50 (14.3%)

$2.79

$3.49 $0.70 (20.1%)

$6.99

$7.99 $1.00 (12.5%)

$5.99 (2 pack)

$108.74

$9.99

$4.00 (40%)

$151.86 $43.12 (28.4%)
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WALL
continued from page 1
Lakes Senior Public Works Inspector
Ron Fansler supervised construction of
the wall, approving its placement and
height. Mr. Kaspar hired Rock-n-Dirt Inc.
to do the grading and excavating for the
property. But by December 2016, Kaspar
accused Rock-N-Dirt’s president Darren
Twilegar of over-excavating and wasting
“time on straining the dirt prior to exporting and sorting the rocks by size and
moving such sorted rocks for pile to pile,
which was out of scope of the contracted
work.”
Twilegar asked Kaspar to pay him
$30,000 for the work. Kaspar refused
for the aforementioned reasons. Judge
Magit did not rule on the dispute between Kaspar and Twilegar, but called
what happened next unfortunate. In
his declaration, Kaspar said, “Twilegar
threatened me that he will blacklist me
in town so no one will work with me any
longer and he would have “The Town”
(his nickname for Ron Fansler) shut
me and my project down.” Through a
public documents request, he obtained
texts and emails sent between Fansler
and Twilegar. Through a public records
request The Sheet obtained these as well.
On Wednesday May 31, 2017 at 10:56
a.m. Fansler asked Twilegar, “Are you
100% percent sure about dropping Grading Permit for Davison? If so I will email
Alex to inform him his project is dead in
the water and to clean it up and stabilize
the area until it can be straightened out.”
Twilegar responded, “He owes me
30K and wants to sue me he says? What
would you do?”
Fansler wrote back, “Understood the
email will go out shortly”
Twilegar: “Awesome thanks!!!!”
At 12:22 p.m., later that day, Twilegar
emailed Fansler.
“Dear TOML. As of today 5/31/2017
Rock-N-Dirt Inc. is severing all ties with
Alex Kaspar…Due to a conflict with said
owner. However we will gladly take care
of anything that would jeopardize our
relationship with the Town of Mammoth
Lakes.”
About a week later, on June 6, 2017,
the town issued a Stop Work Order to
Kaspar. Coincidence? Or did Fansler and
Twilegar conspire to stop construction?
Judge Magit acknowledged Fansler’s
inadequacy. “I’m hoping Mr. Fansler
has been sent back to some remedial
training,” he said. He mentioned how he
thought it was unfortunate that emails
between Twilegar exist. He expressed
sympathy with Mr. Kaspar’s frustration,
but could not apply the law to expedite

the process. Regardless of how or why
the stop work order was issued, the wall
did not comply with the building and
grading permit. The town revoked the
construction permit because the wall
violated the town’s height maximum for
retaining walls of four feet. Mr. Kaspar’s
wall was built as high as six feet. The
wall’s location is also disputed. The foundation of the wall is on Kaspar’s property, but the face of the wall is on Ms.
McGhie’s property. Essentially, the wall
is on both Mr. Kaspar’s and Ms. McGhie’s
properties.
The construction of Mr. Kaspar’s
condominiums cannot continue until
the town re-issues his building permit.
To reissue the permit, Mr. Kaspar needs
to apply for a permanent easement onto
Ms. McGhie’s property, apply for a lot
line change, or rebuild the wall entirely
on his property.
Judge Magit explained that the Court
cannot force the town to reissue a
construction permit to Mr. Kaspar, if Mr.
Kaspar has not met the town’s requirements to receive one. Judge Magit called
the issuance a ministerial matter that the
court could not impede upon through a
writ of mandate.
“This is pure logic,” Judge Magit said,
referring to the three ways by which Mr.
Kaspar can get his building permitted
reissued.
Ms. McGhie’s attorney Mark Carney, of
Liebersbach Carney & Reed, insisted that
“every bit of the wall” should never have
been built on his client’s property. The
building plans show the wall on Mr. Kaspar’s property. “Those approved plans
show the wall entirely on Mr. Kaspar’s
property,” Carney said. Judge Magit did
not dispute the claim.
In a supplemental declaration by Barbara Harper, Kaspar’s attorney, Carney
pointed out a misquote of the language
from the contract signed by both Ms. McGhie and Mr. Kaspar in the right of entry,
“Therefore in good faith and consideration of the benefit of the free installation of the retaining wall which Alex

Kaspar will install at his own expense …
the property owner Kim McGhie permits
Alex Kaspar the right of reasonable entry
and temporary construction easement
upon the land of the residence known as
210 Davison.”
In a reply memorandum, Ms. Harper
added four words to that quote. So it
read, “…right of reasonable entry and
temporary construction easement to
construct the wall upon the land of the
residence known as 210 Davison.”
The first clause grants Mr. Kaspar the
ability to use Ms. McGhie’s land to build
on his own. The second, grants him permission to build on her land.
“She quoted a term of the agreement
and she inserted four words in that term
that don’t exist in the contract in order
to make you believe that the contract
says that Mr. Kaspar could construct the
wall on her property,” Carney claimed.
He called the misquote an attempt to
defraud the court. Harper admitted the
mistake, but didn’t know how those four
words got there. Judge Magit assured
that he gave no credence to that quote in
his findings.
Mammoth Lakes Senior Public Works
Inspector Ron Fansler supervised
construction of the wall, approving it’s
placement and height. Therein originates
Mr. Kaspar’s frustration. How can a wall
that was approved in a building plan,
that was constructed under the supervision of the town lead to the revocation of
a building permit?
The contract signed by Ms. McGhie

and Mr. Kaspar, but not by the town,
grants Mr. Kaspar a temporary easement
onto Ms. McGhie’s property to build the
wall. Judge Magit read an excerpt of the
contract that Mr. Kaspar and Ms. McGhie
signed, “The purpose of this access is
to allow Alex Kaspar to construct and
install a retaining wall with finished
surface being on the property line, which
will prevent further erosion of the land.”
From this the judge concluded, “That appears to say that Ms. McGhie understood
that the wall boundary is going to be at
the border and therefore by inference the
substance of the wall would be on 210
Davison Road.”
The contract also says that once the
wall is complete it will become the
property of Mr. Kaspar’s. To the judge,
this contract amounts to consent from
Ms. McGhie. But an official lot line
adjustment was still needed to make the
construction legal.
Judge Magit said that the contract
“isn’t well written” and inferred that it
had been drafted by Mr. Kaspar and not
a lawyer. Carney confirmed that it had
been written by Kaspar.
“You can’t just change your boundaries, because things are recorded and the
government has to approve boundary
line changes,” Judge Magit told Mr. Kaspar’s attorney Ms. Harper.
In conclusion, the three options.
Lot line adjustment requiring McGhie
consent, permanent easement requiring McGhie consent, or tear down and
rebuild wall.
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RENTERS
BEWARE
Mono Supes adjust General Plan to add units

By Benha m

A

t the Mono County Board of
Supervisors meeting on Tuesday,
the board voted to amend the
General Plan to prohibit transient rentals
for multi-family residential units of medium or high density. For clarification, a
transient rental is a rental of 30 days or
less. In other words, a short-term rental.
A list of multi-family residential units
of medium or high density that have
rented in the past will be allowed to
continue renting in June Lake. That list
includes: Aspen Meadows, Hideaway
Down Canyon, Interlaken, Birch Creek,
Edgewater, and Sierra Suns. All those
properties happen to be in medium
density multi-family residential zones
, meaning all parcels between 11,61620,000 square feet.
The amendment decreases the
minimum square footage for units on a
lot zoned for low density multi-family
residential use from 87,120 square feet
to 3,750 square feet. This density change
adds 21 potential multi-family units
across the county: 10 in Bridgeport and
11 in June Lake.
For medium and high density multifamily residential units, the unit capacity
will increase from three units on a 15,000
square foot property to five units. More
units in less space.
Non-owner occupied short term

rentals in Crowley Lake, Long Valley,
“The Antelope Valley RPAC requested
Wheeler Crest, Paradise, Swall Meadows
minimizing regulations and cost to the
and the Tri-Valley will continue to be
applicant while encouraging compliance
prohibited. All types of short term rentwith health and safety standards.”
als will be prohibited in Mono City. Lee
The recommendation goes on to say,
Vining is mostly zoned for commercial
“the proposed language exempts shortuse, therefore prohibition of short term
term rentals in the Antelope Valley from
rentals does not
the permitting proapply. All types of
cess but requires a
short-term rentlicense and
What’s good for the business
als are allowed in
transient occupancy
Bridgeport.
goose is good for the tax certificate.”
Antelope Valley
So it would not
was the lone dishave been complete
gander.
senter of the group,
rental anarchy in the
but failed to get what
‘north county’, be-Fred Stump
it wanted.
cause of the business
The Board rejected
license and transient
Antelope Valley’s
occupancy tax cerrequest to have pertificate. But…
mit fees and regula“As part of the
tions waived. Antelope Valley’s Regional
business license process, health and
Planning Advisory Committee requested safety requirements and responsibilities
the exemption because it felt it does not
as defined in Chapter 26, Vacation Home
need to protect land for workforce housRental Permits, will be transmitted to
ing and therefore is not subject to the
the homeowner. To be clear, however, no
same market pressure as the rest of the
planning permits will be issued for the
county. Basically, the demand for shortshort-term rental use.”
term rentals in Antelope Valley is low,
According to the last sentence of the
therefore renters should be exempt from section, renters would be exempt from
the cost of permitting fees.
applying for a Short-Term Rental Activity
The Planning Commission’s descripPermit and paying the approximately
tion of Antelope Valley’s request is vague. $1,200 application fee.

“

”

Supervisors Bob Gardner, Stacy Corless, Fred Stump, and Jennifer Harlferty
expressed concern about exempting one
area of the county from fees and regulations on the basis that those residents
don’t like fees or regulation. In addition,
supervisors did not want to subject the
county to liability that is usually covered
in a Short Term Rental Activity Permit, if
something went wrong with a rental.
Supervisor Gardner acknowledged
Antelope Valley residents desire not to
be regulated, but didn’t think that desire
alone was sufficient.
“You get to do what everybody else
does but you don’t have to pay the cost
or be regulated,” he said.
Supervisor Stump said, “What’s good
for the goose is good for the gander.”
Antelope Valley claims that it is a
special type of goose. Board Chair John
Peters reiterated his constituents case.
In the end, Antelope Valley residents
who want to have a short term rental will
have to go through the same permitting
process and pay the same fees as residents in the rest of the county.
The board will look into prohibiting
short-term rentals on all single family homes in low density multi-family
residential zones in at one of its meetings
in March.

DON’T
TRIP
Bishop City Council approves money for sidewalk renovations
By Madd ux

A

t Monday night’s Bishop City
Council meeting, council considered public works projects. On
the table: the Park Street sidewalk construction, South Main Street landscaping project, the Spruce-Hanby-Yaney
sidewalks project, and the installation of
an electrical vehicle charging station in
the City of Bishop.
Public Works Director Dave Grah
proposed to have council sign the Park
Street sidewalk construction contract.
The project will cost $60,348.14 and will
be constructed by V&C Construction
from Minden, Nevada.
The project is not in the budget and
will require an additional $16,000 appropriation along with $44,000 from the
Public Works fund that was freed up by
deferring other projects.
Several council members and Bishop
resident Kenny Lloyd raised concerns
about construction. Councilman Steve
Muchovej asked about the deferred
projects that will not be completed.
Grah responded, “Those projects
would be deferred anyway.”
Lloyd said, “We’re deferring projects,
but they were not even in the budget!”
Mayor Jim Ellis tried to quell Lloyd’s
frustration.
“We had to make a budget adjustment
mid-year. Part of doing business Kenny,
is we do make adjustments every time
and it sounds like we’re going to be doing that again, for a brand-new project
that prioritized itself out of nowhere,”
he said.
“Public Works thought they had an
extra $80,000 there for seven projects,
but there wasn’t,” said Ellis.
“I guess what you’re asking is without

this $80,000, this means that there is already $44,000 in the Public Works [fund]
that wasn’t used for other things …
that’s where the $44,000 is coming from.
It’s from the original budget allocation
for Public Works ... So now this $44,000
is coming from a surplus they had for
projects. So far this year and then we
just have to make up the $16,000 to get it
to the cost of this project,” he said.
Grah emphasized that the entrance to
the Bishop Chamber of Commerce has
deteriorated and become a safety hazard. Grah said that people are tripping
on bricks. The proposed construction is
set to start on March 12 and be completed on April 11.
Councilman Chris Costello was concerned about condition of the sidewalk
worsening.
“About half those trees will come out.
That’s one of the reasons we have to do
it now, because the roots are pushing it
[the bricks] out,” he said.
Another project in the works is the
South Main Street landscaping project,
which is between Line Street and Short
Street. According to Grah, the project
will cost the city around $25,000.
“A bunch of materials [were] purchased last year,” he said.
Grah said that Public Works will be
finished with the piping in 2 or 3 weeks
and Parks will put in plants and trees.
The project started, “a year ago and
got derailed and re-started 2 or 3 weeks
ago” he said. They are doing the west
side of the street first.
Another upcoming project is the
Spruce-Hanby-Yaney sidewalks project,
which will cost $1.2 millon. Grah said

South Main Street project in Bishop
the project will take care of the streets
and sidewalk in the back of the Bishop
City Park. At this time, the consultant is
finishing the design for the project, and
will “hopefully build by summer and
finish up in the fall,” he said. The funding for the project will come out of the
gas tax funds from the State, he said.
In more news about streets, Grah said
that the City of Bishop has an interest
in an electrical vehicle charging station,
but they have no experience installing
one. At this point, Grah said that Tesla
is finalizing a proposal, which will be of
“no cost to the city,” he said.
The electrical vehicle charging space
will feature 12 spaces on South Warren Street, which is across from the old
JCPenney building. Grah said that it was

difficult to have the 12 spaces on private
property, so it is on public property.
They are currently working with Los Angeles Department of Water and Power
to get the power for those spaces. A
building permit for four generic charging stations, for electric vehicles that
are not Teslas, will be built in the Von’s
parking lot near the mini mart, Grah
said.
The next Bishop City Council meeting
is on February 25, 2019 at 6 p.m.
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Have you been camping lately?
Locally Owned & Operated... Come join us... Michael & Russ
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(760) 934-3900 | basecampcafe.com
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YOTEL
UNDER SCRUTINY
Public weighs in on proposed condo hotel design
By Gor ma n

M

ammoth Lakes Planning
and Economic Development
Commission [PEDC] held a
public workshop on the design of the
new Yotelpad Wednesday. While public
opinion was generally positive, the
loudest concerns focused on parking
and pedestrian traffic.
The Yotelpad is a mixed use condominium/hotel project set to be built on
approximately two acres at the northeast corner of Main Street and Minaret
Road. The development will have 177
units; 156 one bedroom units in the
main 5-story hotel building, and 21
townhome units. It will also host a 4,700
square foot restaurant and lounge that
will have about the same capacity as
Nevados has now. The current design
has an underground parking structure
with 185 spots, and relies on a valet to
park the cars.
Kyle Borchert and Joshua Greene
from the project’s architecture firm,
Method Studio, and Chris Heinrich
and Gary Raymond from the developer
Replay Destinations were all in attendance.
Robert Schaubmayer Jr., of the Alpenhof Lodge and PEDC commissioner
Paul Chang both aired concerns over

the amount of parking that the developers have included.
Chang created a hypothetical for the
developers: It’s peak season. The hotel
and condos are full. If you modestly assume that the tenants of each of the 177
units only bring one car each, of which
Chang was doubtful, and you assume
that the restaurant is full with 100 customers, then the hotel’s 185 spots

see YOTEL, page 17

Public House Manager Delia Dykes

The new Yotel design, as imagined from the corner of Minaret and Main.

RENOWN FOR THE
BEST HEART CARE
IN THE BEST PLACE
We know you by heart. As the region’s heart care leader we
perform the most advanced surgical and minimally-invasive
techniques available with a highly-skilled team.
Ask your doctor for a referral to a Renown
cardiac surgeon at 775-982-6270.
#1 FOR HEART CARE IN NORTHERN NEVADA (NRC)

ATHAN ROUMANAS, M.D., FACS,
RENOWN HEALTH HEART SURGEON

JOSEPH BRANDL, M.D., FACS,
RENOWN HEALTH HEART SURGEON
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YOTELING ABOUT CONDO HOTELS
By Paul O ster

Q

: With the ongoing marketing
of the coming YotelPad hotel in
Mammoth, we would like your
estimation of how the other already- developed condohotel properties compare
to the YotelPad??

A

: The original condo hotel properties developed in Mammoth
have gone through a renaissance
in the past few years. They were built
in the period between 1999-2007. The
economic downturn of 10 years ago and
the drought years from 2012 to 2016 affected them negatively. But today, much
stronger demand and improved management and service levels has these
facilities functioning well. And with it
the recent rental revenue production
continues to impress. Investors and
second homeowners are increasingly
attracted to these properties in Mammoth Lakes.
But comparing them to something
that doesn’t tangibly exist may be a
stretch. Luckily, YotelPad Mammoth has
a new website that gives a pretty good
3-D representation of what the facility
will be like, minus the real people who
will actually be there including staff and
guests. Technology is a real boon to selling real estate that doesn’t really exist.
Most people don’t have enough vision.
But there are unique distinctions between the existing condo hotel properties in Mammoth. And the YotelPad will
inevitably will be different from all of

them. Some of the differences have to
do with branding, location, unit size and
floorplans, management of the “front
desk” operations and more. And some
of it is the type of guests each property is
bound to attract. The YotelPad designers
certainly have their belief about what
type of guests they will attract.
The currently operating condo hotel
properties in Mammoth are Juniper
Springs Lodge and Sunstone at the Eagle Base. In the Village proper are White
Mountain Lodge, Lincoln House and
Grand Sierra Lodge. The Westin Monache sits above the Village and was the
last completed. And now we have the
YotelPad proposed on the prominent
Main and Minaret corner. They hope to
begin construction this summer.
One thing interesting to note: all of
these condo hotel front desk operations
are now all under the Alterra Mountain Company umbrella, including the
Westin Monache. That may end up
being quite significant. It brings all sorts
of business opportunities including
packaging with lift tickets, flights, the
restaurants under the Ski Area ownership, on-hill services, etc.. It also give
them strong “economies” to manage the

facilities. The Ski Area has manpower,
equipment and strong corporate capacity.
It also links the Mammoth front desks
with all of the other Alterra-owned
resorts and any of their hospitality entities. And vice-versa. We have only begun to fathom what the Alterra synergy
can bring to Mammoth.
I expect Mammoth Hospitality (under
Alterra guidance) to move aggressively.
Besides running great operations with
high levels of guest and owner satisfaction, they need to recapture management of units not on their program.
Over time, many of the individually
owned units in the various projects have
moved away from renting through the
front desk programs. Walk down the
hallways in these projects and there
are plenty of entry doors with various
“resort-lock” accesses, most driven by
software and wi-fi. Some of this departure was pushed by the VRBO and
Airbnb phenomenon.
But the bulk of the movement away
from the front desk operators was the
initial failure of the operators to perform for their owners and their guests.

see OSTER, page 13
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OSTER
continued from page 12
This started almost day one. Many
disgruntled owners moved to and
continue to rent with “off-site” reservation companies or self rent through an
Airbnb-type system or a combination of
platforms. And their private housekeepers and maintenance people are in the
facilities on a regular basis.
These wayward owners need to be
gathered back into the Mammoth Hospitality fold. Primarily it is lost revenue.
The numbers are significant. But it is
also horribly dysfunctional to have
all of this random renting going on. It
cheapens the facility, operations and
guest experience. But to recover these
units/owners, Mammoth Hospitality
has to perform at high levels of service
to both the owner and guests. And it has
to provide strong net revenue numbers
to the owners. And guess what? So far,
that is exactly what they are doing.
Will the YotelPad front desk eventually be part of the Mammoth Hospitality/
Alterra umbrella?? Hard to say. Since
the Yotel brand is increasingly established and recognizable it remains to
be seen. I think the developers want to
get it built first. These front desk operations are lucrative businesses. Back in
the mid-1990’s these specific YotelPad
developers described the rental business as “long term cash flow positions.”
They know that the more seasoned the
business and property are, the more
valuable they are.
Meanwhile Alterra sees the need to
keep the Westin Monache as the flagship hospitality property in Mammoth.

They need first rate accommodations
for their IKON Passholders who are
new or relatively new to Mammoth and
expect a luxury experience. The Westin Monache should soon go through
serious renovations to upgrade the
property, both inside the rooms and
the common areas. The expense should
be justified by higher rental rates and
revenue.
The upgrading of units is an interesting part of the current Mammoth condo
hotel scene. Truly branded properties
like the Westin Monache and certainly
a Yotel facility do not want their individual owners making modifications
to the interior of the unit. They want
standardized units like a hotel, which
look and function the same. That is why
it is important for them to do uniform
upgrades in a timely fashion.
The opposite has become true in the
Village and Eagle properties. Many early
owners were dissatisfied with the quality of the interiors and began making
upgrades. Some of it was just furnishings but it then accelerated into kitchen
and bathroom remodels and wholesale
changes to the decor and function of
the units. Ironically, the development
of these condo hotel units spanned the
change from box TVs located in entertainment armoires to flat panel TVs
hung on the wall. This has made the
smaller units more efficient.
But the ability to remodel and
customize a condo hotel unit is very appealing to some owners. They feel they
can create premium rental properties

that also accommodate their own tastes
and desires. It may confuse the guests
at some point, but that is what it has
morphed into. And I don’t see that trend
changing. It is an opportunity for the
front desk to offer premium units and
more modest units with different pricing. And some guests like seeing a few
photos of the owner on the walls instead
of a sterile branded experience. Some
guests like the personal connection.
Kitchens are also an interesting point
of variety. The original Eagle and Village units have full sized kitchens; four
burner stove tops and ovens, full sized
dishwashers, good sized refrigerators,
etc.. The kitchen and bar is often the
congregation spot for many Mammoth
visitors. We definitely see it in larger
condos and homes. So having a decent
sized kitchen makes sense from a social
standpoint. But that isn’t the case in the
more modern units, especially in the
Studio units at the Westin Monache and
YotelPad. Socializing is for the special
common area spaces and lounges.
Both the Westin Monache and YotelPad are predominately Studio units.
These function like real hotel rooms
(as opposed to “condominiums”). They
have minimally legal kitchens with two
burner cooktops, microwave ovens,
mini dishwashers, and smaller refrigerators. The refrigerator in the Westin is
so small that I see many guests bringing
ice chests in. I would. The refrigerator/
freezer in the YotlePad Studio units is
more like a real refrigerator. I wonder
if that is reflective of the guest demo-

graphic (have enough micro-brews
stocked in your room??).
So the desire for a larger and more
functioning kitchen is an interesting
separation between the condo hotel
properties. The trend is towards smaller.
In the future, these larger kitchens may
be laughed at, or they may become
highly coveted.
Location is also a differentiator. I
remember after Intrawest bought into
the Mountain in 1996 that many of the
Canadians who came to Mammoth
referred to Eagle as “The Blackcomb of
Mammoth.” The visionary distinction
was interesting. The quieter Eagle area
offers immediate lift access and will
never be highly commercialized. That is
the opposite of the Village. As an aside,
the Village Gondola “to nowhere” is
still the most absurd part of the Village.
What will these new-coming highrollers staying at the Westin Monache
think about getting off the Gondola and
having to schlep over to Chair 16?
*Editor’s note: Mammoth Mountain
CEO Mark Brownlie says the planned
extension of the Village Gondola to the
top of Chair 15 will likely take place
in the summer of 2020. Completion of
Canyon Lodge renovations is the priority
for 2019.
The commercialization and convenience to shops and restaurants is
what the Village is all about. With all of
the improved event planning it is truly
“the fun zone.” That isn’t for everybody.
Eagle and the Village compliment

see OSTER, page 20

Ski-in/Ski-out
at Juniper Ridge
“Le Souleiado,” is hands down, one of the
most beautiful homes in the Sierra Nevada.
Nestled in the prestigious ski-in/ski-out
Juniper Ridge neighborhood, this one of a
kind home is just steps from the ski slopes
and boasts expansive views from the White
Mountains and Sherwin Mountains to the
top of Mammoth Mountain.
This spectacular French country home
delights the eye with thoughtful features,
amenities and intimacy: stunning views
from every room, dramatic archways,
spiral stairway, 200 year old beams, French
limestone & pecan hand-scraped flooring,
and 4 fireplaces.
Named for “where the rays of the sun shine
through after the storm”, Le Souleiado
features 4 bedroom suites, 5.5 bathrooms,
office, library, media room (or 5th bedroom),
gym, chapel, and workshop. Perfect for
entertaining with a chef’s kitchen, formal
dining room and a stunning living room
featuring three-panel sliding glass doors
that open to the terrace giving you a rare,
indoor-outdoor living experience. . . again
with unsurpassed views! Nightly rentals are
allowed in Juniper Ridge...a rare feature in
Mammoth! Sold mostly furnished.

Offered at $3,900,000

Trish Dunlap
trishdunlap007@gmail.com

Tara Calvin-Peterson

SierraTLC68@gmail.com

(760) 709-1205

760.408.9611
DRE #01252233

DRE # 01077396

Dennis Cox

Dennis@DennisCoxRealEstate.com

www. M ammoth R ealty S earch .com

760.920.0878
DRE #01395860
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FLYIN’
continued from page 1
Mountain, he said.
Jones fell in with a group of extreme
skiers in Mammoth who also liked to
terrorize patrollers with big jumps. His
group got noticed, and Jones started appearing in Warren Miller movies.
Clips of Flyin’ Brian can be seen in
classic movies like Ski Time, Ski Country, and Ski People. At the beginning of
the movie Aspen Extreme, the camera
zooms in on a poster of Jones throwing
a helicopter on Mammoth Mountain.
Jones had to sue Disney, the filmmakers, to get some money for this cameo.
He started getting gear sponsorships
from Atomic, Marker, Oakley, K2 and
Technica.
Jones started Brian Jones Enterprises, through which he sold posters of
himself skiing. At the same time he was
managing Mammoth Sporting Goods.
At the age of 23, Jones used a 12 step
program to get sober. He was addicted
to alcohol and cocaine.
He said that this battle against addiction helped him in surviving his current
battle with cancer.
In his late twenties, Jones began
writing histories of the Eastern Sierra.
He partnered with a photographer, and
paired his histories with photographs
to sell as artwork. A series of histories
he wrote can be seen on the wall of the
Good Life Cafe in Mammoth.
He also started packing mules for
back country excursions. According to
Jones, packing mules was more dangerous than anything he ever did on skis. It
was here that he met his wife, Cleland
Hoff, who was working as a backcountry
cook.
During one outing into the backcountry, Jones and Hoff were caught in
Agnew Meadows during the ’92 Rainbow Fire. Without radios or an emergency alert system, Jones did not realize
how close the fire was until it was much
too late.
“The hillside caught on fire, and I had
to have everybody bail off their horses
and run,” Jones said. “I somehow had to
weave my way through a firestorm with
all these horses and mules.”
Jones sent his group down to cross the
river and led the horses with their packs
through an inferno of falling trees and
flaming earth. Jones loosed 160 horses
from the stable, and made it out of the
fire alive.
Hoff said that things like this just
seem to happen to Jones all the time.
At one point, Jones took his skill at
framing histories and started framing
artwork for people in town. Inspiration
struck when Jones worked with an artist
who made steel weathervanes. This introduced him to metal-smithing, which
would come to consume his time.
He started with hand-hammered
steel, and eventually moved into triple
matted suede, barb wire, polished
deer antler, and railroad spikes. Jones
became known for his style of animal
scenes in steel sculptures or framed
steel, big and heavy.
He became so engrossed in his steel
art, that it brought him to a crossroads
in his early thirties.
“This was not allowing me to ski because I was working all the time,” Jones
said. “So I went ahead and made the
decision to be an artist.”
Art has remained his vocation for the

The piece that would be Jones’ tombstone

Brian jumping off ‘Top of the World’ under the old Gondola.
his bones to the point that they could
last 25 years.
He has built numerous custom pieces not hold together any longer.
Doctors managed to remove most
for private collectors and the public: a
to-scale steel Les Paul guitar that weighs of the cancer from his hip and put him
on a heavy dose of chemotherapy. He
over 100 pounds, a series of benches
was in the hospital in Glendale, Calif.
around the Mammoth ice rink that
for four months. Then they moved him
mimic the mountains they face, and
back to Mammoth Lakes, and he spent
the archway at the entrance of the Mt.
around a month in and out of MamMorrison Cemetery, to name a few. He
moth Hospital.
builds these pieces at a 5’ x 12’ shop
Doctor’s told him after a month that
in Mammoth’s Industrial Park. He has
they couldn’t do any more for him, and
built many of the tombstones in Mt.
sent him home to hospice. When he left
Morrison as well, including his own.
Jones’ tombstone is a massive wrench
and bolt framed on a steel sheet that
looks like mountains. It spins on its axis.
Jones designated this piece to be his
tombstone when he was on his death
bed. Now it sits next to the woodstove in
his home, reminding him that he lives
to die another day.

Die Another Day
Eight years ago, Jones skied his last
run on Rock Chute. Shortly after, he
went to a neurologist, a rheumatologist,
and an oncologist, and he had a bone
marrow biopsy performed. The results
came back as Multiple Myeloma concentrated in the bone marrow in his hip.
At one point after the diagnosis, approximately 2013, Jones was talking
with a friend and turned his shoulders.
As he turned, his hip broke completely
off of his pelvis. The cancer had rotted

What would be Brian’s tombstone

the hospital the final time to go to the
hospital bed in his living room, doctors
told him that he would die in two days.
He was taken off of all medication.
His wife was in such a state of disbelief that she asked the doctors about
every medication individually.
“I said, ‘So Vitamin D then, do I keep
giving him that?’” Hoff said, “They said,
‘you’re taking him home, you’re helping
him transition, He’s dying, Cleland.’ So
then I said, ‘Okay, so Vitamin A, do I
keep giving him that?”
The doctors gave Hoff a vial of
morphine that she could use when
she sensed him passing into death, to
smooth the transition.
Jones’s friends and family came up to
say goodbye to him. Jones’s son Blaise
asked him if he was going to die.
“I said, ‘I don’t know.” Blaise turned
around, walked away, and his head and
shoulders dropped.
“I saw that and said, ‘I can’t die.’”
Jones’s normally stoic father came to
visit him and began to cry.
“I said to him, ‘Dad, it’s okay. Look
at what I’ve been able to do. I was one
of the first people to go heli-skiing in
Alaska when we did the world extreme
championships. I’ve been able to jump
out of hot air balloons. I’ve been able to
race trucks off-road … I lived the life of
ten people.’ That helped my dad out.”
Jones went into a waking coma. He
cannot remember 8 days of his time
in hospice. He weighed less than 120
pounds. He could only eat Ensure
nutritional shakes. Chemo had filled his
mouth with sores and his skin was peeling off. He had pneumonia and his body
was completely septic.
The last memory he had was of looking into the eyes of a young girl who
was visiting him with her mother. He
remembers looking at the little girl and
feeling a calm wash over him.
“I thought, ‘That is such a beautiful
child,’” Jones said. “That eye contact, it
was like she was saying, ‘Everything is
going to be okay.’”
Whether it was the final stage of
dying, acceptance, or the prescient
knowledge that he would not die, he felt
comfortable with whatever was next.
During his waking coma, he could not
speak coherently. He fell asleep often.
Eventually, he fell asleep and could not
be woken up. His friends and family left
him alone with his wife.
Hoff, who was raised Christian Scientist, sang a hymn from her childhood
over her dead husband.
During her hymn, Jones woke up.
Hoff began screaming, “You’re alive…
You’re awake … You don’t ever have to
take chemo again.” She never used the
morphine.
Jones was coherent, but he didn’t
know what to do with his newfound
life. He didn’t go to the doctor for over
a month. They had already sent him
home to die. What more could they do?
So he crawled around his condo.
Five and a half years later, he is still
alive, and still makes art. He also still
suffers.
His illness has caused severe neuropathy, nerve damage causing a lack
of feeling. He has no feeling in 80% of
his body. While welding months after

see FLYIN’, page 21

VETERANS WITH DISABILITIES
NEED YOUR HELP!
$7 million raised toward our $18 million goal for National
Wounded Warrior Center to be built in Mammoth Lakes!
•
•
•
•

4,000,000 veterans with disabilities across the US
11,000 homeless in CA; 22 veteran suicides/day
We need your help to save and change veterans’ lives
Donations will be matched 2-for-1 up to $1.5 million

DONATE NOW: National Wounded Warrior Center
WoundedWarriorsMammoth.org | 760.934.0609
P.O. Box 7275, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

An initiative of Disabled Sports Eastern Sierra. Not affiliated with any other organizations.

Graphic design generously donated by Carol Schotz
Article and ad compliments of Ted Carleton, DSES Advisory Council Member
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Jose Cortez arrested after chase
Jose Cortez, long-time Mammoth
Lakes resident, was arrested on Tuesday, February 12 by the Mammoth
Lakes Police Department (MLPD).
At 7:26 a.m., the police received a call
from the owner of a Jeep parked behind
Wave Rave Snowboard Shop at 3203
Main Street. The caller said that “Someone was throwing shovels at cars.” They
arrived on scene and found a man, who
they later identified as Cortez, throwing a shovel at a Jeep Wrangler parked
behind Wave Rave.
According to an MLPD press release,
he appeared to be high when officers
confronted him. MLPD Executive Assistant Christina Ackerman would not
disclose the substance Cortez was on.
The MLPD press release read, “As
Officers approached Cortez, he took an
aggressive fighting stance with fists in
the air while dancing around. One officer stopped in front of Cortez in an effort to talk with him. Cortez immediately kicked the Officer with his right foot
in the chest and rib area and proceeded
to run west on the south frontage road
of Main Street.” He was heading in the
direction of Schat’s Bakery.
The officers chased. Cortez ran into
Main Street and then cut left onto
Mono Street past John's Pizza. Officers
caught him on Mono Street. “The officer
and Cortez fell onto the ice-covered
street surface, causing Cortez to hit his
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mouth.” They restrained him and drove
him to Mammoth Hospital’s Emergency
Room. While being walked into the ER,
Cortez broke free. An officer tackled
Cortez and Finally, Cortez was brought
into the ER. The officer who tackled
Cortez sustained an injured shoulder
and knee and was admitted, then later
released, from the ER.
MLPD transported Cortez to Mono
County Jail in Bridgeport. He was
booked for obstructing/resisting an
“Executive Officer” (felony), obstructing
a public officer (misdemeanor), escape/
attempted escape with force (felony)
resisting arrest, vandalism, and being under the influence of a controlled
substance (misdemeanor). His bail was
set at $26,000.
Cortez grew up in Mammoth. He
played for Mammoth High School varsity football team and in 2008, his junior
year, he tied a national high school
record for most kick-off returns for
touchdowns in a single season with 7.
In 2012, when he was 21, Cortez was
arrested for possession of narcotics
paraphernalia in a sweep made by the
Mono County Narcotics Task Force.
At 2:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Cortez
was released from custody after his arraignment. He has an order to appear
in court on Monday, February 19 at 8:30
a.m.
-Benham

Mammoth Hospital and Mono County Health Department
are asking for your help to identify health care needs in our
community!
We have developed a short survey that you can access by
scanning the barcode below, or by visiting our websites.
www.mammothhospital.com
www.monohealth.com/public-health

If you would rather complete the survey on paper, please let us know and
we will make sure you receive one. For questions, please contact Sarah Rea
by phone at 760.924.4114 or email sarah.rea@mammothhospital.com.

The stuck buses.

Blocked Buses
On Saturday morning February 9,
plows bermed in seven coach buses in
the Vons parking lot in front of Carl’s Jr.
The town prohibits overnight parking in the lot unless someone receives
a permit from the town. Generally, the
only vehicles in the Minaret Mall parking lot overnight are owned by the Town
of Mammoth Lakes or Mono County.
The town called the Mammoth Lakes
Fire Department and California Correctional Center for people to dig out the
buses. After approximately four hours of
digging, the buses were free.
Town Manager Dan Holler said that a
couple of those buses left town, but the
rest, he’s not sure how many, drove to
the parking lot behind the Mammoth Ice

Rink.
On Sunday morning, the plows
bermed in the buses again. This time the
plows cleared the berm and the buses
left.
The town did not charge the tour busses or their passengers for the dig-outs.
Holler said, “It just isn’t a great visitor
experience if your buses were stuck.”
The incident has caused the town to
look into creating a parking policy for
coach buses that cannot park at hotels,
condominiums or on other private property. Likely, the town will have buses
park at Mammoth-Yosemite Airport
instead.
“It’s inconvenient to some degree but
it’s better than being bermed in,” Holler
said.
-Benham

Mammoth Hospital y el Departamento de Salud del Condado
de Mono están solicitando su ayuda para identificar las necesidades
de atención médica en nuestra comunidad. Hemos diseñado una breve
encuesta que usted puede acceder utilizando los enlaces a continuación.

www.mammothhospital.com
www.monohealth.com/public-health
Escanearme

Si prefiere llenar la encuesta en papel, por favor denos a saber y nos
aseguraremos de que reciba una. También denos a saber si prefiere
la encuesta en inglés o en español. Si tiene alguna pregunta, por favor
comuníquese con Sarah Rea por correo electrónico a sarah.rea@
mammothhospital.com o por teléfono al número 760.924.4114
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YOTEL
continued from page 10

Help Wanted
Subway of Mammoth is looking for
talented and motivated people to join our
team. We are accepting applications for FT/
PT Sandwich Artists and Management positions. Apply in-store or at Subway.com.

Sierra Employment Services, Inc. is hiring
for the following positions:
Bilingual HR Personnel M/B $ DOE
Staffing Coordinator M/B $14 to $16
Housekeepers & Housemen M $15 to $17
Construction General Laborer M/B $15
to $20
Snow Shovelers M $20 to $22
MCWD–Mech. Maint. Wkr1 M $18.41 to
$25.35
Class A/B Driver (Hazmat) LV $19 to $28
Master/Journeyman Carpenter M/B $32+
DOE
Call 760.924.0523 or 760.873.8599
See our full job list online
www.SierraEmployment.com

Mammoth Rock & Bowl/Mammoth Rock
Brasserie has the following positions available. Bowling Desk Employees, Server, Bartender, Brasserie Hostess. Contact Stephan
760.709.0559, or Ann Ward ext. 221.

wHoliday Haus Motel and HostelNow
Hiring for year round permanent position
for a Front Desk .Excellent pay DOE.Please
contact Todd Roberts at 760.934.2414 or
stop by and see us in person at 3905 Main
Street in Mammoth Lakes.
Mammoth Taxi is accepting resumes for
experienceddrivers with great customer
service and clean driving records. We are
also looking for office help for the right
person with great organizational skills
and customer service background. Please
inquire with Scottie at 760-914-7433. www.
mammoth-taxi.com.
Austria Hof Lodge is seeking full time and
part time housekeepers. Day shifts available,
must be able to work weekends. Starting salary at 15.00 per hour. Apply in person at 924
Canyon Blvd or call 760-934-2764
Assistant manager needed at La Residence 4 and 5 condos in Mammoth.
2 days a week maybe more. Work includes:
lawn care, pool/spa care, snow blowing/
removal on walkways. Pick up application at
entry to pool/spa on Azimuth St. between Sierra Nevada and Meridian. Call 760.934.4990
for details/to submit application.
Elixir Superfood & Juice is hiring Kitchen Team members and early morning Cold
Press Juice Operators. We’re looking for
hard-working individuals with a passion for
good food & healthy living. Benefits include
great wages and a fun and energetic work
environment. Apply in person or online at
www.enjoyelixir.com/jobs
Reservation Agent - part time; must
include weekend shift; up to 20 hours per
week; am and pm shifts available. Salary
$15.00 per hour. Email inquires to employment@snowcreekresort.com.
Smokeyard is hiring for all positions. If
you have a great attitude, please send inquiries to info@smokeyard.com.
Mammoth Shell now hiring Cashier/Stock
Team Members. Seeking friendly, mature &
reliable applicants, flexible hours, apply in
person @ 3011 Main St. Mammoth.

For Hire
Z-Z-ZIPPERS! Quality work, speedy
service. Sportswear, parkas, pants, packs &
duffels. Hems, too! Call 760.873.4499.
Skilled handy man for hire. Most trades.
Specializes in doors, windows, fences, gates,
roof repair, painting, and small electrical.
NLC. Call John Jeff @ 661.972.3345. Prefer
small jobs. Ref.

Alpenhof Lodge is accepting applications
for winter employment. We are looking for
full and part time team members for year
round and seasonal positions. Applicants
must be able to work weekends and holidays. Day, evening and night shifts are available. Please apply in person at 6080 Minaret
Rd, Mammoth

Mammoth/Bishop Domino’s Hiring!
Come work in a fun, fast paced environment!
We are looking for Pizza Makers, Shift
Managers, and Drivers! Hours are typically
from noon through closing depending on
the position. This is a high-energy environment and and we need people who are
coachable, who can multitask, and who can
handle pressure. When the RUSH comes, we
need employees who are prepared to serve
the customers in the best and most efficient
way. All applicants must be able to pass a
background check. And Drivers must have
a good Motor Vehicle Record with three or
less tickets in the last 3 years. Apply in store
at 1339 Rocking W Dr. In the Bishop Plaza,
same building as RiteAid, or Mammoth
1394 Meridian across from Vons. We are the
newest restaurant in town and everybody
is hungry! If you think you can handle the
excitement, WE WANT YOU!
Mammoth Spa Creations has FT position in spa maintenance, offering vacation
accrual, benefits and paid holidays. Experience preferred. Some heavy lifting, a clean
background and clean DMV is required. Call
760.924.3091 or stop by the store at 1401
Tavern Rd. in Mammoth
Stellar Brew is hiring! Kitchen staff, baristas, and a baker are needed. Be an integral
part of the community while working with
an energetic crew of awesome individuals.
Pay competitive, many benefits. Hiring for
year round and seasonal positions. Email
stellarbrew@gmail.com for all the details!
Samurai Restaurant and Bar seek
Hostess, Kitchen staff, servers, Bartender.
Apply in person, bring resume, 3-5 p.m., ask
for Hide (Hee-dey).
Second Chance Thrift Shop seeks bright,
energetic sales associate. Must be able to lift
at least 40 lbs. and have some experience
in a busy retail environment. Apply within.
Bring resume. 501 Old Mammoth Rd. Info:
clepre@disabledsportseasternsierra.org.
zPizza hiring delivery driver, pizza chef,
cashier. Hiring PT/FT for all positions.
Please apply either in-store in Do-It Center
mall or via email at mammothslices@gmail.
com.
Mammoth Spa Creations seeks Office/
Sales Associate position, which incl. vacation accrual, benefits and paid holidays.
Experience preferred. Some heavy lifting,
a clean background and clean DMV is
required. Call 760.924.3091 or stop by the
store at 1401 Tavern Rd. in Mammoth.

For Sale
For Sale In June Lake: Hotel business
property + land, just over 1/2 acre. Located
500’ from water’s edge, across the street
from June Lake,next door to the June Lake
Marina. Includes approved building plans
for a new owners residence with/full views
of June Lake. Call Dick Lopez,Lodging Brokers Network (707) 483-8134 www.lodgingbrokersnetwork.com

Drummer Wanted
Putting together a killer blues & funk
band. Maybe you haven't played in a while
and have been thinking about getting back
into it. Here ya go. Get those chops back.
Call Mike. 760-920-8271
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We are taking applications for all departments, both PT and FT. Retail, Repair, Boot,
Demo, Rental. Apply online or in-store .
Full time, year round position working
five, eight hour shifts per week, including
weekends and holidays. This position has
a starting wage of $17.00 an hour; with a
vehicle, tools and equipment provided.
Applicants are required to provide a clean
driving record, have great customer service
skills and a working knowledge of computers specifically Google Products. If you are
interested in joining our team please submit
your resume to employment@snowcreekresort.com
Mammoth Community Water District’s
Maintenance Department is currently
recruiting for one permanent Mechanical
Maintenance Worker I position.For appication information/To apply: Please see
the District website http://www.mcwd.dst.
ca.us/employment.html
East Side Bake Shop is currently hiring
a baker apprentice(s) for immediate training
and wholesale work. Accepting line cook
and chef inquiries as well. We hope you
enjoy quality baked goods, scratch baking/
cooking and hard work as much as we do.
Call 760.914.2696. Email resume: eastsidebakeshop@gmail.com

Senior Planner
$77,737 - $104,176

Senior Planner
Housing Coordinator
$77,737 - $104,176
Application deadline: February 25, 2019.
All positions supplemented with
a competitive benefits package.
For more information and to apply, visit
www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov or
contact Cassandra Mance at 760.965.3604

PERSONALS
Don’t you dare ... give me a shovel for
Valentine’s Day, because I asked for a
hoe!
I hope to see you ... at the Afroman
show, where I hope like hell it smells like
a fish market!
I heard ... there was a wind gust of
172 mph atop Mammoth Mountain on
Thursday. Sadly, that wouldn’t even
cause your knees to buckle.
I saw you ... digging out my fire hydrant. Why bother, unless you’re gonna
lay down some hose?

cannot nearly accommodate the number of cars coming through.
Schaubmayer added to this hypothetical. “Where will the employees park?” he
asked.
Robert’s brother Kirk Schaubmayer
added later in the forum, “I’m going to
have to be a jerk and kick your employees
out of my parking lot.”
Chris Heinrich of Replay responded to
these concerns by saying that thanks to
the hotel’s utilizing valet service, many
spots in the aisles of the garage can be
double parked. He also said, “We are going to rely on public transit for the majority of the employees.”
This latter statement did not elicit confidence from the commission.
Commissioner Michael Vanderhurst
asked the developers how late the bar
would be open, and said the red line
stops running at 2 a.m. This would make
it tough for employees to take public
transit home.
Heinrich said that he does not plan to
keep the hotel bar open as late as 2 a.m.
but hours are not set yet.
PEDC Chair Amy Callanan said that
she was happy with the project especially
that the designers responded to some of
the commission’s previous concerns on
parking, but said that this project is still
not the best product that could be put on
this corner.
“I believe that this is the most prime
piece of real estate in the entire town,”
Callanan said.
Callanan expressed her thought that
the corner of the new development right
at the intersection needs to be improved
in the next design draft.
“It feels like we are just putting a parking lot and snow storage on the most
visible corner in the village,” she said.
She thinks that the current design will
encourage jaywalking. She urged the
group to redesign the walking path at the
corner.
“I feel that there is still a lot wanting,
especially in that prime corner.”
Tom Hodges, Vice President of Development for Mammoth Mountain Ski
Area, spoke positively of the project.
Hodges spoke on the potential economic boon that this development could
produce.
“This property has the potential to add
$1 million to $1.25 million in Transient
Occupancy Tax (TOT),” Hodges said.
“When you consider that TOT is $18 million, that’s significant.”
Hodges said that this development is a
part of what he called a “renaissance” for
Mammoth Lakes, which began with the
acquisition of Mammoth by Alterra and
the addition of the IKON pass.
Now that the design has gone through
community review, Community and
Economic Development Director Sandra
Moberly said that she hopes to bring it
back for its commission design review in
April.
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BARS & MUSIC

Happy Hour/

Afro Man plays Rafters with Mt.
MIXX of the 2 Live Crew featuring DJ
RodneyO. Time: 10 p.m. Tickets: $20
in advance, $25 at door. Available at
Rafters or online at Raftersmammoth.
com. info: 760-934-2515

Austria Hof. 4-7 p.m. Sunday-Thursday
and 4-6 p.m. Friday & Saturday. See ad,
p. 22.
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill Slider
Mondays,Monday’s @ 9 p.m. Taco
Tuesday, 3 homemade tacos for $6.
Wine Wednesday is 1/2 off the entire list
all day, happy hour wine from 3 p.m.close) See ad, p. 9.
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour Mon-Fri.,
Happy Hour from 4-6 p.m. See ad, p. 10.
Morrison’s Happy Hour Mon-Thurs.,
5-6 p.m.
The Mogul Happy Hour Sun.-Thurs.
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.in the bar with
food and drink specials.
Mammoth Rock ‘N’ Bowl
Mon. DJ 9:00 p.m Bowling &
Beats,Thurs. DJ 10 p.m. Latin Night,
Saturday DJ 9 p.m.
Petra’s Bistro & Wine Bar Daily, 5-6
p.m. $5-10 menu items and drink
specials. See ad, p. 23.
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour: 4-7
p.m. daily. $5 dollar menu items, drink
specials. Sunday: open at 10 a.m. for
football. See ad, p. 23.
Roberto’s Happy Hour: 4-6 p.m. daily.
Sunday: open at 10 a.m. for football.
Famous Slocums Happy Hour Mon.Fri 4-6 p.m.; Sat./Sun.4-5:30 p.m.
Dining at 5pm, daily, “No Reservations,
just come on in”See ad, p. 5.
T-Bar Social Club in June Lake.
Entertainment virtually every night.
More info: www.tbarsocialclub.com. See
ad, p.4 and article p. 10.
Giovanni’s Happy Hour daily 4-6 p.m.
Large pizza and a pitcher of beer gets
you free wings. See ad on this page.
Shelter Distilling Happy Hour 3-5
p.m. daily: half off all drinks. Free Spirit
tasting flight 2-3 p.m. daily. See ad, p. 9.
Bleu Daily Happy Hour 5-6 p.m.
$5 Beer, Wine and Small Plates.
The Warming Hut Restaurant Apres
Ski Afternoons. Fri. - Sun. 4-7. Live
Music.
Devils Creek Distillery tasting room
hours. 2:30-5:30 p.m. every day (except
New Year’s Day). Location: Industrial
Park (off of Meridian). 123 Commerce
Dr. Info: 760.793.7131.
Carson Peak Inn in June Lake. Special
after-ski menu 4-6 menu.

February 15-16/

Devils Box String Band plays Shelter
Distilling. Genre: Bluegrass. Free.
Time: Friday 6-10 p.m. Saturday 4-8
p.m.

Friday. February 15/

AUTO - HOME - COMMERCIAL - HEALTH

GrooveSession plays T-Bar Social Club.
Genre: jam band. Time: 9 p.m. Tix: $7 @
balancedrocksaloon.com or at door. See
ad, p. 4.
Lil Debbie & Smoov-E plays Rafters.
Genre: rap/pop. Time: 10 p.m. $25 at
door, $20 online @ ticketweb.com
Open mic @ Black Sheep Coffee in
Bishop. 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Saturday, February 16/

OWNERS/BROKERS
Alicia Olson
Eric Olson
LIC # 0I19200
LIC # 0783148
info@MammothInsurance.com
625 Old Mammoth Rd, Mammoth Lakes

MammothInsurance.com
CALL 760-934-2200

No Pants Party plays T-Bar Social
Club. Time: 9 p.m. Free. Shuttle from
Mammoth for $14.36. See ad, p. 4.
Skunkdub plays Rafters. Genre: roots,
rock and reggae. 21+. Free. Time: 10
p.m.

Sunday, February 17/

Scott Pemberton plays T-Bar Social
Club. Time: 9 p.m. Tickets: $10 advance,
$22 with shuttle from Mammoth @
balancedrocksaloon.com. See ad, p. 4.

Tuesday, February 19/

Open Mic at Black Doubt Brewing.
Time: 6-10 p.m.

MAMMOTH LIQUOR
Beer lovers’ candy store

Selection of more than 300 beers
WHY FIGHT THE WEATHER?
STAY HOME. DRINK BEER.

934.6260

Main St. Next to Rick’s

Wednesday, February 20/

Team trivia at Mammoth Brewing Co.
Time: 7 p.m. Free. Prizes.
Open Mic at T-Bar Social Club. Hosted
by Mike McGuire. Time: 7 p.m. Free.

Thursday, February 21/

Locals night at Rafters every Wednesday. $2 drafts. DJs.
Willy Tea Taylor and The Sam Chase
play T-Bar Social Club in June Lake.
Time: 9 p.m. Tickets: $7 in advance, $19
with shuttle @ balancedrocksaloon.
com. See ad, p. 4.

February 22-23/

Beach Bar Apres, music by DJ WLDCT.
Featuring a champagne zipline and
giveaways from Red Bull and Huski.
Village Gondola open late to return to
The Village. Location: Canyon Lodge.
Time: 1-6 p.m.

Friday, February 22/

Cassie B. Project plays 53 Kitchen and
Cocktails. Time: 3:30-4:30 p.m. Free.
Mojo Green plays T-Bar Social Club.
Time: 9 p.m. Tickets: $10 in advance,
$22 with shuttle @ balancedrocksaloon.
com. See ad, p. 4.

Saturday, February 23/

Safety Orange plays Rafters. Genre:
SoCal beach rock and reggae. Time: 10
p.m. 21+. Free.
Los Kung-Fu Monkeys plays T-Bar
Social Club. Genre: Mexican ska/punk
band. Time: 8 p.m. Tickets: $15 in
advance at balancedrocksaloon.com See
ad, p. 4.

TOWN STUFF
February 15-17/

Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre’s
“Suite Surrender” continues. Times:
Thursday, Friday and Saturday
@ 7 p.m., Sunday matinee @ 4
p.m. Location: Edison Theatre 100
College Parkway, Mammoth. Tix:
edisontheatre.org or at the door. Cost:
$20/adult, $10/child, $18/senior or
student.
Mammoth Lakes Chamber of Commerce presents “Asana Lab Live with
Alexandria Crow”. A yoga workshop.
Times: Fri., 6-8 p.m., Sat. 1-3 p.m., Sun.,
10:30- a.m.-12:30 p.m. Cost: $45/session, $120/weekend. Info: 760.709.1617.

February 15-28/

Mammoth Lakes Recreation is accepting applications for Measure R & U
funds. Applications at mammothalakes
recreation.org/measure-r-u. More info:
see ad., p. 21.

February 16-17/

Unbound Series Halfpipe. Open to all
ages and skill levels with USASA membership. Time: bib collection 7:30-8:30
a.m. @ MMST Headquarters (at base of
Broadway/Chair 1). Entry fee: $45, and
lift ticket/season pass required. Discounted lift tickets available. The event
continues the weekend of February 2324. Info: Ben, 760.934.2571 x3144.

CANNABIS
THE ART OF CANNABIS

3399 MAIN ST.

@ascentmammoth
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calendar of events
Mt. Whitney Lottery
The Mt. Whitney Lottery, the process
which awards both day and overnight
hiking permits of the tallest mountain in
the contiguous United States, has been
rescheduled to start on February 22,
2019.
Typically, the lottery begins February
1 through www.recreation.gov, but was
delayed this year due to the shutdown
of the federal government. The lottery
will open February 22nd at 7 a.m. and
close on March 15th at 9 p.m. (All times
are in Pacific Time Zone)
Lottery results will be posted on
March 24th. If you are unsuccessful in
winning your date from the lottery you
can try again on May 1st when the unclaimed dates will be made available for
web reservations. Info: recreation.gov.

Banked Slalom
The 7th Annual JLA Banked Slalom
will take place on Lower Dry Creek at
Mammoth Mountain, with registration
on Friday Feb. 22 from 6-8 p.m. and
races on Saturday and Sunday.
The event is in honor of professional
snowboarder Jeff Anderson who died
in 2003. Anderson grew up on Mammoth Mountain. All proceeds from
the races will go to The JLA Project, a
foundation in Anderson's honor which
was responsible for building and now
maintaining the Volcom Brothers Skate
Park in Mammoth Lakes.
Registration is $100 for Pro Men and
Women, $50 for Pro Masters (age 40+),
and $50 for Amateur Men and Women.
Kids 16 and under and moms can enter
for free, but donations are suggested.
The Pro, Amateur, Master's and Kids'
Elite races take place Saturday, Mom's
and Kids races are Sunday. There is a
mandatory rider meeting on Saturday
at 8 a.m. at the Mountainside Conference Center. Saturday races start at 10
a.m. Sunday races start at 11:30 a.m.
with rider checkin at 9:30 a.m.
Registration for Saturday races is
Friday 6-8 p.m. Registration for Sunday
races ends on Saturday at 5 p.m. There
is no day-of registration. Snowboarders only.

AARP Tax Help
FREE TAX HELP FEBRUARY
THROUGH APRIL 15. The AARP Foundation Tax Aide programs in Bishop
and Mammoth offer free tax help from
IRS-certified volunteers who prepare
federal and state tax returns online to
low and moderate income residents.
All taxpayers are encouraged to
file early even if they potentially owe
money as those payments are not due
until April 15, regardless of when they
file their tax return.
In Bishop, at the NIH Birch Street
Annex, appointments are available
Wednesday afternoons, Friday afternoons and Saturdays. To schedule an
appointment, call 760.937.1397.
In Mammoth at the Mammoth Lakes
Library, appointments are available
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday
afternoons. To schedule an appointment, call 760.934.5674. Spanish
speaking assistance is available and
walk-ins are welcome.

TOWN STUFF

UPCOMING

February 16-17/(cont.)

merce Power Lunch. Panel of 2018
Business People of the Year: Cathleen
Leon, Lauren Plum and others. Location: The Fort , Sierra Center Mall. Time:
12-1 p.m. Food: Stellar Brew. Cost: $20/
member, $30/non-member. Info/RSVP:
info@mammothlakeschamber.org.
Free yoga class at Sierra Wellness Center. Location: 2nd floor of Sierra Center
Mall. Time: 1:30-2:30 p.m. Repeats every
Tuesday and Friday.

Silent DJ in The Village. Time: 5:30-9:30
p.m. Location: The Plaza stage. Info:
thevillageatmammoth.com.

Saturday, February 16/

Bunco Fundraiser for the VFW. Play a
twelve-person dice game with all proceeds going towards a new POW flag for
the VFW. Time: 6:00 p.m. Location: 484
Short Street, Bishop.
Western Miniatures Art Show &
Sale at Serrano Fine Art Gallery.
Features 14 artsists. Location: 156
South Main St., Bishop. Time: 5-8 p.m.
Info:serranofinart.com or 310.869.3200.

February 17-18/

Full Moon Snowshoe Tours @ Tamarack Cross Country Ski Center. Time:
depart the Tamarack Cross-Country Ski
Center at 7 p.m. for a 1.5 hour guided
tour. Followed by dessert and hot drinks
in front of the fireplace at Tamarack
Lodge. Price: $59/person, includes
equipment. Space is limited. Registration/Info: 1.800.626.6684 or mammothmountain.com.

Monday, February 18/

Inyo Associates dinner. Location:
American Legion Hall, Independence.
Time: social hour starts at 5:30
p.m., dinner at 6:30. Menu: chili or
vegetarian chili, cornbread, salad,
jalepeño popper eggrolls, carmel apple
poke cake with vanilla ice-cream.
Cost: $20. RSVP by Friday Feb. 15:
760.873.8405 or execdir@bishopvisitor.
com.

Tuesday, February 19/

Mono County Board of Supervisors
meets at Suite Z, Minaret Mall. 9 a.m.
Joint Mammoth Lakes and Mono
County Special Meeting meets at Suite
Z, Minaret Mall. 1 p.m.
Inyo County Board of Supervisors
meets at the County Administrative
Building in Independence. Time: 10
a.m.
Mammoth Lakes Chamber of Com-

Wednesday, February 20/

ESIA and Friends of the Inyo screen
"The High Sierra Trail: A Documentary". Part of the Winter Adventure (film)
Series. Location: Mammoth Ranger Station Auditorium . Time: doors open at 6
p.m., the screening starts at 7. More info:
see sidebar column this page.
Mammoth Lakes Lions Club student
speaker contest. Topic: Freedom of the
Press: What does it mean? Time: Noon.
Location: Edison Theater, College Pkwy.

Thursday, February 21/

Paws on Patrol. Meet the Mammoth
Mountain patrol dogs - Chief, Atlas,
Duke, Trico, and Luna - and learn about
their role on the Mountain. First 30 kids
receive a free Ski Patrol t-shirt. Location:
McCoy's in the Village. Time: 5-6 p.m.
Info: mammothmountain.com

February 21-24/

Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre’s
“Suite Surrender” continues. Times:
Thursday, Friday and Saturday
@ 7 p.m., Sunday matinee @ 4
p.m. Location: Edison Theatre 100
College Parkway, Mammoth. Tix:
edisontheatre.org or at the door. Cost:
$20/adult, $10/child, $18/senior or
student.

February 22-24/

JLA Banked Slalom at Mammoth
Mountain. Banked slalom races open
to the public, proceeds to charity. More
info: see sidebar column this page.

AT THE MOVIES
Minaret Cinemas
Alita: Battle Angel (PG-13): In 2563, cyborg fights for her life and her identity.
Isn't It Romantic (PG-13): Starring Rebel Wilson as a woman who hates romcoms, then wakes up in one.
For movie times, call 760.934.3131 or visit mammothlakesmovies.com.

Winter Adventure Series Doc.
The Eastern Sierra Interpretive Association, Friends of the Inyo, Mammoth Lakes Chamber of Commerce,
and Mammoth Lakes Recreation
screen "High Sierra Trail: A Documentary" as part of the Winter Adventure
Series. The screening takes place at the
Mammoth Ranger Station Auditorium.
Doors open at 6 p.m., the screening
starts at 7.
Synopsis: Join Chris Smead as he
drives his friend John to insanity over
6 days in the Sierra Nevada. Together
they have some close calls with lightning, climb the highest mountain in
the continental US, and discover the
history of the trail brought to life via
3D animations created from historic
photos provided by the National Park
Service. The film bounces back and
forth between the modern experience
of hiking the High Sierra Trail, and the
early 1900’s when the trail was created.
Tickets: $15 @ esiaonline.org.

T-Bar Express
The T-Bar Social Club is popping off.
Since opening last fall, the bar and music
venue has been hosting events almost 3-4
nights a week. On Friday, February 12,
the T-Bar will offer a shuttle from Mammoth Lakes to June. The shuttle departs
the Vons parking lot at 8 p.m. and returns
around 11:30 p.m.
Google Maps estimates the drive from
the Vons parking lot in Mammoth to the
T-Bar Social Club in June Lake is 31 minutes. That’s at 4:30 p.m. on a Wednesday,
February 13, during a storm. Call it 25
minutes in good conditions.
But getting to and T-Bar is more than
length of the drive. The fact is that when
you get there, you’re at a bar listening
to live music or some other live act, and
you’re probably drinking. As you should.
But, then you have to drive back to Mammoth after the show. So you could have
drank less or abstained. You didn’t. You
can spend the night in June or you can
risk getting a DUI.
That’s enough to make you stay in
Mammoth for the night. That’s what the
shuttle hopes to solve. Obviously, not just
for imbibers, but for anyone who doesn’t
want to drive to and from June at night or
maybe wants to meet people on the way
over.
“I don’t want people worrying about
driving home,” T-Bar’s owner Jamie
Schectman said.
The shuttle is operated by Mammoth
All Weather Shuttle (MAWS). It is called
the T-Bar Express. They’ll drive a Mercedes Sprinter Van with capacity for 14
people. The van has four-wheel drive. It
will run “as long as the roads are open”
said Schectmen.
It’s $12 round-trip and show tickets
often cost about $7. Schectman is able to
provide the van service at an affordable
price, because the service is sponsored
R.E. Harris Insurance and Eastern Sierra
Propane.
The shuttle will run for 20 shows, starting Friday. That will bring its service into
the summer. For more information and
to buy tickets visit balancedrocksaloon.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Notice Inviting Bids

Notice Inviting Bids

Notice of Public Hearing

NOTICE INVITING BIDS
PROJECT NO. CAP19-001
The Town of Mammoth Lakes will receive sealed bids
for the work shown on the plans entitled:
MUNICIPAL WAYFINDING PROJECT

procedures authorized by the Public Contract Code
Sections 20166 and 20167. Submission of a bid shall
be deemed conclusive evidence that the bidder has
thoroughly examined the plans, specifications and
the site of all work and the bid takes all costs into account. Each bid shall remain good for a minimum of
sixty (60) days after bid opening.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, February 20, 2019, beginning at 6:00 p.m. and continuing
until finished, at Town Council Chambers, Suite Z
within the Minaret Village Shopping Center, 437 Old
Mammoth Road the Mammoth Lakes Town Council
will discuss the following:

In the Town of Mammoth Lakes for
The Town of Mammoth Lakes, California
Bids will be received at the Office of the Town Clerk of
the Town of Mammoth Lakes located at:
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite 230,
Mammoth Lakes, California 93546
until 3:00PM Monday February 25, 2019 at which
time they will be publicly opened and read.
Proposal forms and Contract Documents for this
work are included in the specifications.
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: This Project will provide
directional guidance to various public and private
destinations, including parks, recreation opportunities, public parking facilities, etc. and includes a hierarchy of signage components (district monuments,
vehicle signage, pedestrian signage, and parking and
facility signage) to effectively guide visitors to their
destinations.
The engineer’s estimate for this project is between
$325,000 and $350,000. The work includes full
compliance with all applicable laws, rules and regulations. The work shall be completed within the time
set forth in the Contract.
Plans and specifications may be obtained for a NONREFUNDABLE FEE as listed below:
Description: Plans & Specifications (incl. bid forms)
Picked up at the Town Offices $25.00
Shipped UPS, FedEx, or US Mail $75.00
Internet Download Free
To order the plans and specifications by telephone
call (760) 965-3650. Plans and specifications are also
available on the Town of Mammoth Lakes website at
http://www.ci.mammoth-lakes.ca.us/bids.aspx. To
be listed on the Bidder’s List the Contractor should
email jshedden@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov all
bidder information including project name, name,
affiliation, phone number, fax number, and email
address.
A non-mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held at the
conference room at the Town Offices on February 13,
2019 at 9:00AM, located at 437 Old Mammoth Road,
Suite 230, Mammoth Lakes, California.
The contractor shall have a valid Class A Contractor license and a current Business Tax Certificate
and shall maintain all required licenses throughout
the duration of the Contract. The Contractor shall
demonstrate his qualifications by having adequate
equipment in good working order, experience, and
ability to perform work. The Town will be the sole
judge as to the qualifications of each bidder.
Each bid must be accompanied by a certified or
cashier’s check payable to the order of the Town of
Mammoth Lakes, or by a bid bond in the sum of not
less than 10% of the total amount of the bid, as a
guarantee that the bidder will enter into the proposed
contract if it be awarded him/her. A labor and materials bond and faithful performance bond each equal
to 100% of the bid are required to be provided by the
awarded contractor. All bonds shall be executed by
an admitted surety insurer meeting the requirements
of California Code of Civil Procedure Section 995.120.
The Director of Industrial Relations has determined
the general prevailing rate of per diem wages in the
locality in which this work is to be performed for each
craft or type of worker needed to execute the Contract
which will be awarded to the successful bidder, copies
of which are on file and will be made available to any
interested party upon request at Town Hall or online
at http://www.dir.ca.gov/dlsr. A copy of these rates
shall be posted by the successful bidder at the job
site. The successful bidder and all subcontractor(s)
under him, shall comply with all applicable Labor
Code provisions, which include, but are not limited to
the payment of not less than the required prevailing
rates to all workers employed by them in the execution of the Contract, the employment of apprentices,
the hours of labor and the debarment of contractors
and subcontractors.
Pursuant to Labor Code sections 1725.5 and 1771.1,
all contractors and subcontractors that wish to bid
on, be listed in a bid proposal, or enter into a contract
to perform public work must be registered with the
Department of Industrial Relations. No bid will be
accepted nor any contract entered into without proof
of the contractor’s and subcontractors’ current registration with the Department of Industrial Relations to
perform public work. If awarded a Contract, the Bidder and its subcontractors, of any tier, shall maintain
active registration with the Department of Industrial
Relations for the duration of the Project.
This Project is subject to compliance monitoring
and enforcement by the Department of Industrial
Relations. In bidding on this project, it shall be the
Bidder’s sole responsibility to evaluate and include
the cost of complying with all labor compliance
requirements under this contract and applicable law
in its bid.
Pursuant to Public Contract Code section 22300, the
successful bidder may substitute certain securities for
funds withheld by the Town to ensure performance
under the Contract. The Contract will be awarded to
the responsible bidder submitting the lowest responsive bid on the base bid alone. The Town reserves the
right to waive any informality or irregularity in a bid.
The Town of Mammoth Lakes reserves the right to
reject any and/or all bids, or to utilize any alternative

Technical questions should be directed to Jennifer Shedden, PE at the Office of the Director of
Public Works, Town of Mammoth Lakes, California,
by telephone (760) 965-3653 or email jshedden@
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. Oral clarifications are
non-binding and any changes shall be issued by written addenda only.
TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, CALIFORNIA
Jamie Gray, TOWN CLERK
DATED: February 2, 2019
TS #2019-0015

Notice of Public Hearing
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE MAMMOTH
LAKES TOWN COUNCIL will hold a PUBLIC HEARING on Wednesday, February 20, 2019, beginning
at 6:00 p.m. and continuing until finished, at the
Mammoth Lakes Town Council Chamber, Suite Z
within the Minaret Village Shopping Center, 437 Old
Mammoth Road to consider the following:
Adopt the resolution regarding the 2019/20Recreation Departmentfee schedule amendments.
All persons having an interest in the proposed resolution request may appear before the Town Council
either in person or represented by counsel and present testimony or may, prior to said hearing, file with
the Town Clerk written correspondence pertaining
thereto.
Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009(b), if
this matter is subsequently challenged in court, the
challenge may be limited to only those issues raised
at the public hearing described in this notice or in
written correspondence delivered to the Town of
Mammoth Lakes at, or prior to, the public hearing.
For additional information, please contact Stuart
Brown, Parks and Recreation Director, by telephone
at (760) 965-3696 or email at sbrown@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. The proposed resolution will be
available for review at the Town Offices, located at
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite R, and on the Town
of Mammoth Lakes web site at www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.
BY ORDER OF THE MAMMOTH LAKES TOWN
COUNCIL
Dated: February 1, 2019			
Jamie Gray, Town Clerk
TS #2019-0018

Notice of Vacancy
Eastern Sierra Area Agency on Aging Advisory Council
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Inyo County
Board of Supervisors is accepting applications to fill
two (2) vacancies on the Eastern Sierra Area Agency
on Aging Advisory Council, with unexpired terms
ending December 11, 2020.
The Advisory Council shall be comprised of nine (9)
total members from across the two-county region
of Inyo and Mono counties. At least 50% of the appointed members shall be aged 60 or above, including
minority individuals and older individuals residing
in rural areas. Cross-generational representation also
is encouraged. Members may not be employed by
an entity currently in a subcontracting relationship
with ESAAA. Targeting efforts shall be made to ensure
membership includes individuals from the following
categories:
• low-income older adults;
• disabled persons;
• supportive services provider;
• health care provider;
• individuals with leadership expertise in private/voluntary sectors; and
• family caregiver defined as either (1) an adult family member, or other individual, who is an informal
provider of in-home and community care to an older
individual with Alzheimer’s disease or a related disorder with neurologic and organic brain dysfunction;
or (2) a grandparent or step-grandparent of a child, or
a relative of a child by blood, marriage, or adoption,
who is 55 years of age or older and who lives with the
child, is the primary caregiver of the child, and has a
legal relationship with the child such legal custody,
guardianship or raising the child informally.
		
If you are interested in serving on the Eastern Sierra
Area Agency on Aging Advisory Council, have interest
in the welfare of the region’s seniors, meet the criteria
and/or qualify for one of the categories, please submit
your request for appointment on or before 5:00 p.m.,
Thursday, March 14, 2019, to the Board of Supervisors
at P.O. Box N, Independence, CA 93526 or dellis@
inyocounty.us. For more information about the
Advisory Council, contact the ESAAA Administration
at (760) 873-3305.
TS #2019-0022

The Community and Economic Development Department, on behalf of the Town of Mammoth Lakes, is
applying for funding under the State’s 2018 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Notice of
Funding Availability (NOFA) and solicits citizen input
on activities to be included in the application. The
application is for the following eligible activity:
Multi-Family Rental Rehabilitation without Acquisition: Rehabilitation of a commercial building located
within the Town of Mammoth Lakes at 126 Old
Mammoth Road to create 13 low-income apartments
– up to $3,000,000. This activity meets the National
Objective for Low/Mod Housing by providing rental
apartments for Low/Mod persons and will not require
relocation. If awarded, it is anticipated that construction will begin in the fall of 2019 and be completed by
December 2020.
This application will include a request for approval
to submit the application as an exception to the 50
percent Expenditure Rule. The amount of CDBG
funds expected to be made available for the current
fiscal year, including active grant 17-CDBG-12096
(mortgage assistance and rehabilitation) and anticipated Program Income, is approximately $900,000.
The Town’s current CDBG Program Income balance
is $89,000.
The purpose of this public hearing is to give citizens
an opportunity to make their comments known
regarding the proposed application under the 2018
CDBG NOFA, prior to submittal to the State. Applications are due February 26, 2019.
All persons having an interest in the proposed application may appear before the Town Council either
in person or represented by counsel and present
testimony or may, prior to said hearing, file with the
Executive Secretary written correspondence pertaining thereto. If you require special accommodations to
participate in the public hearing, please contact Jamie
Gray, Town Clerk, Town of Mammoth Lakes at (760)
965-3602.
For additional information, or to obtain a copy of
the staff report which will be published no later than
February 15, 2019, contact Sandra Moberly, Community and Economic Development Director, at (760)
965-3633. Facsimiles may be sent to (760) 934-7493
or email at: smoberly@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.
In addition, a Public Information File on the CDBG
program and the NOFA is available for review at the
Town offices located at 437 Old Mammoth Road,
Suite R, between the hours of 8:00am – 12:00pm and
1:00pm – 5:00pm, Mondays through Thursdays.
The Town of Mammoth Lakes promotes fair housing and makes all its programs available to low and
moderate income families regardless of age, race,
color, religion, sex, national origin, sexual preference,
marital status or handicap.
Mammoth Lakes Town Council
P.O. Box 1609
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
TS #2019-0020

Notice of Public Hearing
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Mono County
Planning Commission will conduct a public hearing March 21, 2019, in the Board of Supervisors
Chambers, Mono County Courthouse, Bridgeport,
CA (videoconference at Town/County Conference
Room, Minaret Village Mall, Mammoth Lakes, CA) to
consider the following:
10:30 a.m. CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 18-016/
Thompson for an owner-occupied short-term
rental use involving one bedroom in an existing
Single-Family Residential (SFR) house with a total of
three-bedrooms at 1613 Eastside Lane (APN 002-130047) in Coleville. The land use designation is Rural
Residential (RR), and maximum occupancy shall
be limited to two persons and two vehicles. In accordance with the California Environmental Quality
Act, a Notice of Exemption will be filed. The project
files are available for public review at the Community
Development Department offices in Bridgeport and
Mammoth Lakes.
INTERESTED PERSONS may appear before the Planning Commission to present testimony or, prior to
or at the hearing, file written correspondence with:
Secretary to the Planning Commission, PO Box 347,
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546. If you challenge the
proposed action(s) in court, you may be limited to
raising only those issues you or someone else raised
at the public hearing described in this notice, or in
written correspondence delivered to Secretary to
the Planning Commission at, or prior to, the public
hearing
TS #2019-0021

OSTER
continued from page 13
each other, especially as they both
become more built-out. But that is a
difference that plays for both owner and
guests. Take your pick.
Financing options for the condo
hotel properties has also become more
available. The actions by Fannie Mae
almost 10 years ago stymied conventional financing for most condo hotel
properties. Over time, lenders have
worked to offer more non-traditional
financing for these properties, and the
lending has become more attractive.
Just recently we have new lending programs that nearly match conventional
financing for both purchasers and for
re-finance. That will help buyers and
owners and may ultimately stabilize
values and lead to more development.
Buyers (and guests) have increasingly
good options in the Mammoth condo
hotel realm. Mammoth’s new “Social
Address” (YotelPad) will be one of them.
It will be hip and should appeal to both
younger and older generations. Others
will stick to the Westin experience and
brand. Yet others will prefer that upgraded or funky condo they request in
the Village. It’ll be like going to Baskin
Robbins. 31 flavors. You pick.
Paul Oster is the Broker/Owner of RE/
MAX of Mammoth. For other timely
real estate information you can go to
www.MammothRealEstateBlog.com.
For legal, accounting, or construction
advice, please seek out the appropriate
professional.

Notice of Public Hearing
Zoning Code Amendment
(ZCA 18-003)
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday,
February 20, 2019, beginning at 6:00 p.m. and
continuing until finished, at the Town Council
Chambers, Suite Z in the Minaret Village Shopping
Center, 437 Old Mammoth Road the Mammoth
Lakes Town Council will hear a request for the
following:
Application: Zoning Code Amendment (ZCA) 18003 — Amend the sections of the Town’s Municipal
Code (Title 17) related to the allowance of physical
wellness and rehabilitation facilities to: (1) add a
service use classification in Table 17.32.100 for
physical wellness and rehabilitation facilities in the
Public Quasi-Public zoning district; (2) create a
maximum floor area ratio of 0.5 for the proposed use in
Section 17.32.100.C; and (3) add a definition for the
proposed use in Section 17.144.050.
PEDC Recommendation: The Planning and
Economic Development Commission (PEDC)
considered ZCA 18-003 at a noticed public hearing on
December 12, 2018 and recommended to Town
Council approval with minor changes which have been
incorporated into the ZCA language.
CEQA Determination: Exempt pursuant to CEQA
Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3).
Location: Public Quasi-Public zoning districts
Proponent: Disabled Sports Eastern Sierra and
Mammoth Lakes Foundation
All persons having an interest in the proposed
application request may appear before the Town
Council either in person or represented by counsel and
present testimony or may, prior to said hearing, file
with the Town Clerk written correspondence pertaining
thereto. Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009
(b), if this matter is subsequently challenged in court,
the challenge may be limited to only those issues
raised at the public hearing described in this notice or
in written correspondence delivered to the Town of
Mammoth Lakes at, or prior to, the public hearing. For
additional information, or to obtain a copy of the staff
report which will be published no later than February
15, 2019, contact Sandra Moberly, Community &
Economic Development Director, at (760) 965-3633.
Facsimiles may be sent to (760) 934-7493 or e-mail at:
smoberly@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.
Mammoth Lakes Town Council
P.O. Box 1609, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
TS #2019-0017
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FLYIN’
continued from page 14

Jones in his home with his pet parrot. Jones ruptured his bicep the week before this photo,
but, as with all his many ailments, he did not let it hamper his positive attitude.
asleep. He could only crawl for months.
his near-death experience, he burned
Now that he has taught himself to walk
his fingers to the point that Doctor’s
again, he can only walk in the two pairs
planned to amputate his thumb. His
of shoes that he has become used to.
welding gloves became a kiln and he
Since he can’t feel his feet, wearing
couldn’t feel it.
He still has Multiple Myeloma, though new shoes is like having new feet. If he
changes shoes, he has to relearn walkthe cancer concentration in his blood
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To this day, Brian
Jones’ bicep rupfalls down every
tured while he was
single day. After
lifting a log off the
leaving his art shop,
pile. He had to get a
he always walks a
cadaver tendon atmile around the
tached to his bicep,
industrial park, and he says he falls
and had the bicep put back in place by
every time.
drilling through the Ulna and threading
“I know when I am going to fall. I
the new tendon through the bone. It will
catch a toe, or feel my legs crumple and
take 8-10 months to recover from that.
I just fold. Somebody has to pick me
In his life, he has flatlined three times
up and set me on a log, and I have to
while on the surgery table.
sit there for ten or fifteen minutes and
Trying to walk, for him, is like trying
recharge. Then I go the rest of the way.”
to walk with two feet that have fallen

“

Often Brian doesn’t let people help
him up. He does what he calls the stink
bug move to pull himself up. His wife
says it is torturous to watch, because
you want to help him up but he won’t
let you.
Jones said, “Learning how to walk
after this is the hardest thing I’ve ever
had to do in my life.”
Despite having no feeling in his
body, despite falling down every day,
despite never being able to ski again,
he loves every moment of life. Even in
his darkest moments he never lost his
optimism.
“I didn’t feel sorry for myself for very
long,” Jones said. “I felt that I hadn’t
done so many things. I hadn’t made all
the art I wanted to make, I wasn’t going
to be able to see my son graduate from
college, to see my wife become mayor.
These things are all gifts.”
Being on the other side of illness has
made life for Jones seem brand new. He
has developed a new daily routine.
“I wake up an hour earlier and do
prayer and mediation, I go to a meeting
[either for those grieving over death or
addiction], I eat something that is good
for me, and I go to my shop and make
art.”
Since Jones got sober at the age of 23,
he has been helping people to get off
of drugs and alcohol. Now that he has
survived a death sentence, he also helps
those who have been told they will die.
Jones says that surviving each of these
two trials has helped to inform survival
of the other. Now he brings his knowl-

edge of fighting addiction to the realm
of death sentences, and vice versa, to
give hope to the suffering.
“This is my mission in life now,” Jones
said. He still goes to the meetings of his
twelve step program. He says that the
despair that he sees in those suffering from addiction mirrors that of the
terminally ill. The solution is parallel as
well.
“If people do the right thing and take
their medicine, which in that case is the
twelve steps, they are probably going to
get sober, and their life is probably going to end up pretty darn good.”
Jones believes that living each day
one at a time and carrying a positive
attitude is an effective plan for dealing
with both forms of affliction: mortality
and addiction, and Jones is boundlessly
positive.
Every challenge he faces now is a
lesson for him. It is an opportunity to
become more patient, stronger, wiser.
He can pass the knowledge that he
gains from these struggles on to others,
or keep it under his belt for himself.
He regularly speaks with strangers
who have been told that they will die of
cancer. Through hearing his story, Jones
hopes that they will not give up hope.
“Cancer sucks,” Jones said, “but attitude has a hell of a lot to do with it.”
“They told me that I was going to die
for sure, that there was no way I was
going to live, and here I am five years
later.”
“Life isn’t over.”
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Dr. Thomas F. Mitts
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
37 Years in Practice

• Breast Augmentation & Lift
• Tummy Tuck & Liposuction
• Face Lift, Botox ®, Restylane ® & Juvederm TM
Offering Forticelle TM & Skin Ceuticals TM Skin Care Lines

If you want to enhance the way you look and feel,
call to schedule a private consultation today!

Mammoth Lakes Urology Clinic
85 Sierra Park Rd. • 800-499-4234
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BE PREPARED
Press Rele a se

T

he Mammoth Lakes Fire Protection District is urging citizens to get
ready and stay prepared for winter
and heavy snow conditions. The Mammoth Lakes Fire Protection District is
offering tips on what citizens can do to be
prepared for this storm.
Clear your nearby fire hydrant - during
a fire, every second counts. Clear your
nearby fire hydrant of snow to ensure the
Fire Department can access it during an
emergency.
Check your outside fuel exhaust vent.
Make sure they are not obstructed by
snow or ice. Individual propane tanks,
along with the meter should also be

cleared of all snow and ice for emergency
shut-off access.
Clear snow from emergency exits Don’t pile snow in front of your doors or
emergency exits. All emergency-escape
rescue openings (windows and doors in
rooms used for overnight sleeping purposes) must be kept clear of snow and ice.
Never operate a portable generator
indoors - The only recommended method
to connect a generator to house wiring is
by having a qualified electrician install a
power transfer switch. Preparedness is everyone’s responsibility. Take the time now
to ensure that you and your family will be
safe during this winter storm.
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OWENS RIVER CLEAN-UP
P ress Relea se

A

ttendees of the 5th annual Owens River Clean Up woke up to a dusting of
snowfall in Bishop, on Saturday, February 9. The clean-up was a success as
past ones have been. In five years (since 2015) an estimated 250 people have
worked 1,000 hours picking up trash. People interested in making donations for the
raffle – or any inquiries - can call Chris Leonard at 818.288.3271.

Chris Leonard with the trash

Mountain Sports Specialists Since 1977

The Eastern Sierra’s Friendly and Knowledgeable Climbing Shop
Hike ✦ Climb ✦ Run ✦ Camp

We stock a large selection of supplies for all your
climbing, hiking, and outdoor adventures.
Rentals are available including tents, packs, sleeping
bags, bouldering pads and climbing shoes.
Open 7 days a week including holidays
224 North Main St., Bishop, CA 93514
Eastsidesports.com, info@eastsidesports.com
760-873-7520

MLFD 2019 FIRE ACADEMY
Mammoth Lakes Fire Department is recruiting for
its 2019 Fire Academy. If you are interested in an
opportunity to serve the community with one of
the finest groups in the Eastern Sierras, please
come talk to us.
Orientation and Dinner:
February 14th or 21st, 2019 6:15 p.m.
Fire Station #1, 3150 Main Street

Benefits
• Opportunity to Serve Your Community
• Part-Time Paid and Paid-Per-Call Positions Upon
Completion of Academy
• Join a Department with a Long Standing History of
Camaraderie and Ability
• Learn the Skills of an All-Risk Firefighter
Requirements
• Minimum of 1 Year Residency in Mammoth Lakes,
CA
• Must be at least 18 Years Old
• Pass a Background Check, Physical Ability Check,
Oral Interview
• Other Requirements Per Application

For More information
and Applications
Go to: www.mlfd.ca.gov
Email: ales@mlfd.ca.gov

A NEW
HOME
FOR
FAMILY
FUN
CREEKHOUSE WELCOMES 14 NEW
FAMILIES TO THIS YEAR’S
WINTER SEASON.

THERE’S NEVER BEEN A BETTER TIME TO EXPLORE CREEKHOUSE
New Luxury Residences Minutes from Mammoth Mountain.
3-4 BEDROOMS • UP TO 2,742 SQ. FT. • SALES 877-766-9275 • LIVE CREEKHOUSE.COM
All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalBRE #01812140.
© February 2019. All rights reserved.

Another Luxury Development by The Chadmar Group

