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By Gorman
MMSA hosts Toyota Grand Prix this weekend
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SMELLS LIKE ... VICTORY
By Benham
Ulich delivers the pro-pain to Amerigas 

Four small claims hear-
ings involving Snow-
creek residents suing 

Amerigas were scheduled for 
Wednesday, March 6. Three of 
the hearings were cancelled 
without prejudice because 
residents and Amerigas had be-
gun settlement talks. The three 
claimants included Edwrad 
Bair, John Stavlo, and Dennis 
Phillips. Cancelling without 
prejudice allows the claimants 
to return to court for the same 
claim if the talks fall through. 
Roger Curry was the one party 
who did not cancel his hear-
ing. Instead he asked the judge 
to delay the hearing until next 
month. In the meantime, he 
joins the others in trying to 
settle his dispute. All the claim-
ants are currently engaged in 
confidential settlement talks 
with Amerigas.

The claims are the same as 
Andy Ulich made in August, 
2018: recoup the cost of the 

Dempsey Dime and confirm 
that the 1987 Agreement 
between Turner Propane and 
Dempsey is still valid and en-
forceable.  

On February 15, the court 
ruled on Ulich v. Amerigas. 
In this case, Ulich contested 
the price per gallon of whole-
sale propane that Amerigas 
charged. In what he called an 
aggressive claim, Ulich held 
that Amerigas should charge 
him the price of wholesale pro-
pane from the refinery, negat-
ing the cost of transporting the 
propane to Mammoth Lakes. 
The judge found that Ulich did 
not provide a preponderance of 
evidence to support his claim.  

But not all was lost. In fact, 
Ulich is pleased by the court’s 
findings.

In an email forwarded to 
The Sheet, Ulich said, “The loss 
of that part of the skirmish is 
overshadowed by the court’s 
ruling that the 1987 agreement 

is valid, ongoing, binding on 
AmeriGas and Snowcreek resi-
dents, is enforceable by indi-
vidual subsequent purchasers, 
and perhaps most importantly, 
the court analyzes the purchase 
process of Turner by AmeriGas 
and rejects AmeriGas’ attempt 
to have the court find that the 
1987 agreement is no longer 
valid or enforceable due to 
impossibility or commercial 
impracticability.” 

“Since the position of 
Snowcreek Crest has always 
been that we would be satis-
fied with the current pricing of 
AmeriGas’ area 46 index plus 
our $.20 margin and no meter 
fee, we are very pleased with 
the outcome. The decision 
would further appear to make 
it difficult if not impossible 
for AmeriGas to attempt next 
month to abandon the 1987 
agreement as threatened (and 
as was the reason for this cur-

The Sheet talked with two 
Mammoth locals ahead 
of their competition 

at the Toyota Grand Prix on 
Mammoth Mountain. Abigale 
Hansen and Josh Bowden, both 
20-year-olds, are competing in 
the halfpipe, Abi on skis and 
Josh on a snowboard. 

First, Abigale Hansen.
The Sheet: How is your sea-

son going?
Abigale Hansen: My season 

has gone awesome actually. I 
did pretty well at the Dew Tour 
in Breck in December. Then I 
went to the China World Cup at 
the future Olympic site and got 
fourth there. I was an alternate 
for the X-Games, and that got 
me invited to worlds in Park 
City after that. I fell on my first 
run at Worlds and smashed my 
face pretty good and had to go 
to the dentist to get some work 
done. But I recovered pretty 
well and got 7th in Calgary 
after that.

Sheet: What’s it like to smash 
your face?

Hansen: It gets in your head, 
especially because I fell on 
something I never really fall on. 
I still have a wire in my head.

Sheet: How long have you 
been competing profession-
ally?

Hansen: My first World Cup 
was in 2013. It was weird and 
scary because during my first 

Missy Potalivo in front of Hermitage Juice Bar with her 
snowman at last weekend’s June Lake Winter Festival. 

Birk Ruud from Norway taking a practice run on Thursday at the Toyota Grand Prix.

Abigale Hansen
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“Gregory first clicked into a pair of skis a couple of weeks after finishing 
a final season as a University of Washington linebacker. He put off gradu-
ate school to help skiers onto lifts at Mammoth. “I was probably the most 
gregarious liftie on the mountain,” he says. Gregory befriended Mammoth 
owner Dave McCoy and was soon welding lift towers. Eventually he ran 
human resources and negotiated with investment bankers to sell the resort 
twice, most recently to Starwood Capital Group, a private equity firm. Now, 
with a 15 percent ownership stake, he lives at the Four Seasons Hotel Den-
ver with his camper van parked out front. (It won’t fit in the hotel’s garage.)”

The above paragraph was written in a March 1 story titled “One Pass to Ski 
Them All” by Ryan Stock which appeared in Bloomberg News. 

But that was only the story’s introduction to former Mammoth Mountain 
CEO (and now Alterra Resorts CEO) Rusty Gregory. Stock lays the myth-
making on even thicker in his closing paragraph: 

“In mid-December, Gregory flew into Deer Valley to see how things were 
going. After a conference call, he loped up to the lift to meet [Bob] Wheaton, 
who’d delayed his retirement and signed on as a sort of roaming consultant 
for Alterra. They’re two unlikely ski bums turned even less likely ski execu-
tives. Wheaton, a native of Detroit, is short with a rancher’s belly. Gregory, 
who paid for his few finance courses by welding bridges, hulks with a 
linebacker’s head. On the lift ride up, they were sanguine about the future of 
their industry. Who wouldn’t love this? they wondered, as the sun saturated 
the Wasatch Range. ‘I can tell you one thing,’ Wheaton said, ‘we’re not done 
shopping, and Vail’s not either.’

Disembarking, the men tucked their chins to the wind, leaned into the de-
scent, and carved sinuous turns with near-perfect form. In the parlance of 
the sport they love, they ripped, zipping past crowds of new guests at speeds 
that seemed almost reckless.”

*Pardon me for just a moment while I retch into the nearest trash recep-
tacle. 

Now I don’t blame Rusty for this soft serve story. It’s not like Rusty has to 
volunteer that reality may not exactly dovetail with the Horatio Alger, rags-
to-riches narrative spoonfed to a reporter all too eager to lap it up. 

However … 
This does lead me to ponder the nature of history itself. That if you want 

HORATIO GREGORY

see LUNCH, page 3

history told in a particular way, you’ve really got to control the narrative. It 
certainly helps if those around you are as invested in the narrative as you 
are. Better yet is when there isn’t anyone around you at all. Then you can 
tell it any way you want. 

Over the past few years, Mammoth Lakes Tourism has boasted of record-
setting month after record-setting month. Of TOT (room tax revenue) num-
bers soaring through the roof, increasing approximately 60% over two years 
between 2014-2015 and 2016-2017. 

MLT Board members have told me that the numbers don’t lie, that they 
reflect what a great job the organization is doing to market the Town of 
Mammoth Lakes. 

Further, the jump in tax revenue has largely coincided with the establish-
ment of the TBID (Tourism Business Improvement District) in 2013, which 
literally tripled the Town’s marketing budget overnight. 

The only conclusion that can possibly be drawn, therefore, is that the 
Director of Mammoth Lakes Tourism and the nine-member board have 
pressed all the right buttons and made all the right moves, and that the 
vast sums of money devoted to MLT’s marketing program should remain in 
place in perpetuity. Because if you’ve got a good thing going, you’ve got to 
keep all the numbers covered. 

Just don’t roll seven. 

But what happens when we trace financial history further back than five 
years? 

What happens when we trace it back twenty years? 
The answer may prove startling. What we find is that the compound 

growth rate from 1998-1999 through 2017-2018 is virtually identical to the 
compound growth rate from 2010-2011 (when Mr. Urdi took over as Execu-
tive Director of MLT) through 2017-2018. 

Then, consider this. Below represents the Town’s total marketing budget 
as a percentage of room tax revenue. 

1998-1999. $878,000 for revenue of $4.4M (20%)
2010-2011. $2.5M for revenue of $11.1M (22%)
2017-2018. $7.7M for revenue of $17.5M (44%)

By historical standards, the Town’s marketing budget should be about $4 
million. Maybe $4.5 million if you really want to be aggressive. 

Many Sheet readers are likely unfamiliar with the circumstances sur-
rounding the formation of the TBID (the population around here turns over 
quickly), so let’s walk through a short history. 

In the early 2000s, Mammoth Mountain CEO Rusty Gregory touted a plan 
to expand Mammoth Yosemite Airport and fly destination visitors in from 
Chicago and Dallas on 757s. 

The environmental documents projected as many as 333,000 commercial 
air passengers flying into Mammoth each year.

There was just a small hitch. The Town of Mammoth Lakes had already 
signed a development agreement for the airport with a man by the name of 
Terry Ballas. 

When the town (at the urging of Gregory) tried to dump Ballas in order to 
land millions in Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) airport 
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improvement dollars (because the FAA 
found the competing plans incompat-
ible), Ballas cried foul. He challenged 
the Town for backing out of the deal. 

The Town subsequently got whipped 
in court. The damages: airport litigation 

cost the town $29 million (or $50 million 
over 23 years, factoring interest). 

Gregory then told the town that the 
only way out is through. That the Town 
had to grow itself out of the mess. 

The answer was to float a TBID. 

The average growth rate for TOT from 1999-2018 was 8.36% per year. This is represented in the black line, which is curved because 
compounding growth is exponential. The red line represents growth after 2010 (the year Mr. Urdi became Mafrketing Director), the 
blue line represents growth prior to 2010. The red trend line is steeper than the blue trend line because compounding growth is expo-
nential, but that does not mean that TOT is growing faster as a percentage of the principal in recent years. -Gorman

And the only way to get a cynical town 
to raise fees to fund the TBID was by 
creating an independent, non-govern-
mental organization (MLT) to market 
the town. 

Initially, the TBID was supposed to 

raise $4.7 million annually. Below is 
what was advertised in a fact sheet dis-
tributed in 2013. 

The Proposed Assessments:
Lodging (1%)  $800,000
Retail (1.5%)  $1.35M
Restaurants (1.5%) $750,000
MMSA (2% for lift tickets and ski 

school)    $1.8M

Proposed Budget Distribution:
Marketing, sales, PR, promotional:  

   $2.525M
Air subsidy   $2M
Administration $175,000

During the debate over TBID, pro-
ponents trumpeted the fact that TBID 
assessments would be a “pass through” 
for the businesses. So you’re going to 
be assessed 1.5%? Well, raise your rates 
1.5% then, they said. The consumer will 
pay for it. 

The TBID went into effect in August, 
2013. And literally overnight, Mam-
moth’s marketing budget tripled (TBID 
plus dedicated General Fund support 
for marketing). 

TBID was renewed for another five 
years in 2018. It is still supposed to raise 
$4.5 million annually. The projected 
revised assessments look like this:

Lodging   $1.1M
Retail    $1.1M
Restaurants   $1M
MMSA   $1.3M

MMSA’s total has decreased as 
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Rent is not a pass-

through item. It’s not 

like you can make the 

mice pay it.

”

“

-Lunch
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season passes are no longer part of the 
formula. Season passes are now sold 
out of Denver, and not subject to local 
levy. 

TBID actual revenue for 2017-2018 
was approximately $5.1 million. 

The contribution to MLT from the 
Town’s General Fund 
was another $2.6 mil-
lion. 

I know. You’re 
wondering when I’m 
going to get to the 
point. 

Here’s the point. 
Regardless of how 

much credit one may 
give to marketing 
efforts over the past 
six years, the point 
is, revenue is up and 
businesses appear to be relatively 
healthy. 

Mammoth Lakes Tourism is relative-
ly healthy as well. A wonderful thing 
for those lucky enough to work for MLT 
either on a contract or full-time basis. 

MLT Employee Labor Costs

2015-2016  $1.12 million
2016-2017  $1.23 million 
2017-2018  $1.37 million

That’s a 22% increase in labor ex-
pense over a two-year span. 

Okay, so how’s the average Mam-
moth Lakes resident doing. He/she has 
been paying TBID for the past six years 
- essentially bailing out the town for its 
airport fiasco. What is there to show for 
it? 

Is there any new affordable housing 
stock? No. Rents have been skyrocket-
ing. And rent is not a “pass-through” 
item. It’s not like you can make the 
mice pay it. 

Is there a new amenity like an ice 
rink (with a roof on it), or a Performing 
Arts Center, or a National Wounded 
Warrior Center? Nope. We either can’t 
make those projects pencil, or are 
disinclined to help others bridge their 
funding gaps. 

Are there more cops on the street? 
Nope. We’re about 25% below the po-
lice staffing levels of a decade ago. 

Are the roads in better shape? Is the 
snow removal service better than it 
used to be? Have taxes been reduced? 
Are events better funded? How about 
the town’s recreation programs? 

Tangibly, it seems like the only im-
provements we can really point to are 
the Main Street sidewalk, resurfaced 
tennis courts and half a fence at Sam’s 
Wood Site. 

Not much of a return. 
So again, I circle back a thousandth 

time to the Town of Mammoth Lakes 
allocation of resources. 

There’s way too many resources go-
ing towards a burgeoning marketing 
bureaucracy at the expense of infra-
structure and capital improvement. 

And I’m tired of being a pariah for 
saying it. Questioning a single market-
ing dollar has been akin to questioning 
the flag itself. And it’s not personal, no 
matter how much Mr. Urdi wants to 
say it’s personal to otherwise distract 

people from an honest assessment of 
spending priorities. 

We have to move past the tribalism. 
Because I think we’re literally throw-
ing millions of dollars down the toilet 
every year which could otherwise be 

invested in … ourselves. 
Allocating dollars 

differently wouldn’t 
infringe upon Mam-
moth’s competitiveness. 
It would enhance it. 

Because we’d be 
spending more dollars 
on longer-range invest-
ment versus a short-
term buzz. 

Myself, I’ve decided 
that I’m literally for 
everything. I’m for 
the ice rink, no mat-
ter where Bill Sauser 

wants to build it. I’m for funding local 
people to create organic local events. 
It’s a damn sight better than sending 
every marketing dollar to the bottom-
less maw of Google and Facebook. I’m 
for more cops and better roads and for 
a performing arts center which could 
actually host world-class talent without 
embarrassment. I’m for us getting bet-
ter. I’m for running out of excuses as to 
why we can’t get anything done. I’m for 
stopping the habit of doing something 
just because we did it before so we’re 
too scared not to do it and too afraid to 
fail at something new. 

I’m for not waking up 25 years later 
wondering where the hell it all went 
and why there’s nothing to show for it. 

“We know that bias prevents us from 
being a meritocracy, but research shows 
that when you say you’re a meritocracy, 
when you design an organization and 
you say that it is meritocratic, it leads 
to spikes in bias. It leads you to be more 
biased. Because basically, it frees people 
up from thinking that they have to try 
hard to be fair in their decision mak-
ing.” 

-Joelle Emerson
Founder and CEO, Paradigm

“Life in a tribe is easy, in all the wrong 
ways. You don’t have to think. What-
ever the tribe thinks is right, whatever 
the other side thinks is wrong. There’s 
no real responsibility; just follow what 
the tribe and whoever speaks for it says 
to do.”

-Mitch Daniels 
President, Purdue University
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More details about the Kaspar v. McGhie dispute
By Benham

LOCAL NEWS
KASPARRING OVER THE DAVISON WALL

As an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer, the Kern Community College District 

encourages candidates with diverse backgrounds to apply.

 Open Part-time Adjunct Pool - ESCC Positions:

 MAMMOTH LAKES CAMPUS:
 American Sign Language Instructor #01935
 Spanish Instructor #00634
 Physical Education Instructor#01937 

 BISHOP CAMPUS:
 Astronomy Instructor#02748
 History Instructor #01936
 Political Science Instructor #00542

Ridgecrest, CA

All applicants must apply online at http://apptrkr.com/1403864
Emails will not be accepted. 

On February 12, Judge Mark Magit 
denied Alex Kaspar’s Writ of 
Mandate that would have forced 

the Town of Mammoth Lakes to issue 
Kaspar a building permit for his project 
at 196 Davison Street. 

Judge Magit deemed that it was not 
the court’s duty to force the town to 
issue a building permit if Kaspar did 
not meet the requirements for one. The 
judge called it a ministerial matter.

As a recap: In the fall of 2016, Kaspar 
received a grading permit from the 
Town of Mammoth Lakes Public Works 
Department to complete work on his 
property. That grading permit included 
the construction of a retaining or ‘gar-
den’ wall near the border of the proper-
ty that Kaspar shares with his neighbor 
Kim McGhie. 

Kaspar contracted with Mammoth 
Rock-N-Dirt to do the excavation and 
build the wall on the property. To build 
the retaining wall, Kaspar drafted an 
agreement that he and McGhie signed, 
granting Kaspar temporary access to her 
property to build the wall.

However, Kaspar built the wall on 
McGhie’s property. Oops. The Town’s 
Senior Inspector Ron Fansler, of the 
Public Works Department, found that 
the wall violated the town’s Building 
Code because it was located on Mc-
Ghie’s property. Also, it was higher than 
the approved four feet in places. On 
June 1, 2017, Fansler inspected the site 
and submitted a report about the code 
violations. On June 6, 2017, Building 
Official Tom Perry issued a stop work 
order. Kaspar cried foul and took the 
matter to court. 

Judge Magit suggested that Kaspar 
comply with the town’s suggestions to 
comply with Building Code. There are 
three ways the Town and Judge Magit 
said that Kaspar can comply: 1.) Rebuild 
the wall entirely on the 196 Davison 
Property and no higher than four feet. 
2.) Apply and receive a permanent 
easement from McGhie 3.) Obtain a lot 
line adjustment so his property would 
include the entirety of the wall and pre-
sumably lower it four feet. 

As The Sheet went to press he had not 
done any of these things.

In the hearing, Judge Magit scolded 
the town specifically Inspector Fansler 
and Building Official Tom Perry for not 
properly serving Kaspar. 

The record included text messages, 
which Kaspar obtained, between 
Mammoth Rock-N-Dirt owner Darren 
Twilegar and Inspector Fansler that 
showed Twilegar asking Fansler to pull 
the Kaspar’s grading permit. 

Perry was admonished for his delayed 
responses in dealing with Kaspar.

The text messages made it seem like 
Twilegar and Fansler and therefore the 
Town had conspired to shut down the 
project. 

Darren Twilegar, owner of Mammoth 
Rock-N-Dirt and Building Official Tom 
Perry paint a different picture. 

Tom Perry’s job was to issue the stop 
work order once the town engineering 
department was informed that the wall 
exceeded the four foot height maxi-
mum.

“Once we found out that that wall was 
greater than four feet then that kicked it 
into the building permit realm because 
you need a building permit for that and 

at the time he did not have a building 
permit nor was there a building permit 
ever issued on this property for Kaspar’s 
project.

At no point did I ever tell Kaspar he 
was in compliance,” Perry said.

How did the wall get built out of code 
and why wasn’t it suggested to Kas-
par that he fix the wall to comply with 
code before the issuance of a stop work 
order?

On June 1, 2017, Fansler reported 
that the wall was out of compliance. 
According to Kaspar, the wall was built 
seven months prior and under Fansler’s 
supervision. Seven months after the 
wall was completed, Fansler found that 
it was out of compliance with the grad-
ing permit. Public Works Director Grady 
Dutton and Town Attorney Andrew 
Morris stated that Fansler did not ap-
prove the wall. They did not know when 
he had been on the site other than the 
day he submitted his report. 

 Perry said that he could not comment 
on how often Fansler was at the site. He 
said, “But I do know, in a general sense, 
that they [the public works department], 
were out there periodically, looking at 

certain grading activities on the lot.”
He went on to say, “At no point in 

time was Ron out there to inspect the 
wall. At no point in time did Ron ever 
approve the wall, give guidance or any 
direction or design advice for the wall. 
He just happened to see the thing there 
coincidentally when he was there look-
ing at other grading activities.”

“We have an inspection process, 
where our inspectors are going out onto 
the job kind of frequently. But a lot of 
times and all too often and this was 
the case with Kaspar by the time we go 
back out to the job again, you’ll have 
discovered that something was done or 
built that you didn’t know about and 
you discovered it for the first time after 
the fact.”

Dutton explained that generally 
Public Works does an inspection when a 
builder asks for one. Kaspar did not ask 
for one. Fansler was on the site for other 
reasons the day he completed a report 

“Unless we had an inspector there 
continuously all day every day which is 
very, very impractical ... the truth is that 
these kind of illegal things can happen 
even on a permitted job. The best thing 
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INFORMATION
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we can do is work with the applicant to 
get it corrected,” Perry said.

The Sheet asked Perry about his de-
layed responses to Kaspar?

“At one point what I did was, because 
this thing was getting really serious 
pretty quickly, I under advice of my 
attorney responded in writing. There 
may have been a time or two where I 
didn’t return his call but I responded 
via email. So I always responded to his 
emails and phone calls,” Perry said. 

As far as a conspiracy against the 
town that Kaspar claimed, Perry didn’t 
buy it. 

“There’s no reason why we would 
want to conspire against somebody to 
shut their job down. There’s just simply 
no motive or reason to do that.” 

“No conspiracy or wrongdoing or 
malicious activity I can detect on the 
town’s end at all,” Perry said. 

“We tried to work with him to get this 
thing fixed and at the end of the day 
he didn’t want to do anything. He just 
wanted us to go with his conspiracy 
theory and throw up our hands and go 
‘Oh you’re right. Sure, we’re conspir-
ing. Woops, you caught us. Don’t worry 
about us. Forget the whole thing.’” 

Darren Twilegar described his experi-
ence working with Kaspar as “horrific” 
and “the worst experience of his life as a 
contractor.”

Twilegar submitted a $100,000 bid 
for the project. Kaspar said he had a 
$60,000 budget. Twilegar had never had 
someone offer to pay about half of a bid. 
They worked out a streamlined deal for 

$50,000.
Excavation cost more than Twilegar 

expected. It ended up being a 400 yard 
cut that included boulders unlike the 
200 yard cut that Kaspar purported. 
Kaspar paid him $21,000 of the $50,000 
agreed to amount, but wouldn’t pay 
the remaining amount because Kaspar 
claimed that Darren "over-excavated" 
the site and charged him for the mis-
take.

“He intentionally put the wall on the 
wrong side of the red line and moved 
the line,” Twilegar said.

That line denoted the property’s 
boundary.

Twilegar said that Kaspar refused to 
pay a worker who helped build the wall, 
and even tried to hire Twilegar’s work-
ers away from Twilegar. This didn’t work 
partly because Kaspar offered them $25 
per hour, which is less than what Twile-
gar’s union workers make. 

Kaspar turned Twilegar into the Cali-
fornia Contractors State License Board. 
That board completed an investigation 
of Twilegar in which it found no wrong-
doing. But out of that investigation, the 
board arranged that Twilegar complete 
the project. But Kaspar threatened to 
sue him for trespassing if he returned to 
the site. At which point, Twilegar pulled 
his name from the permit. 

To Twilegar, the idea that he and 
Fansler conspired against Kaspar isn’t 
true. 

He said, it’s Fansler’s job to be a “pain 
in my ass.” 

Mammoth Lakes Town Council 
approved $125,000 to Mam-
moth Lakes Housing (MLH) 

and the Chamber of Commerce for two 
programs intended to bolster workforce 
housing in the town. The council gave 
$24,000 to a Chamber of Commerce 
program that hopes to help local work-
ers find housing. The program has two 
objectives: make it easier for workers to 
find existing housing and convert Short 
Term Rentals (STR) to Long Term Rent-
als (LTR)

The Chamber has four means for 
accomplishing its first objective. First, 
it plans to make a database of second 
homeowners, STR properties, trailer 
parks and others who might house local 
workers. Second, it plans to develop a 
website that will match employees with 
housing options. Third, the Chamber 
hopes to create a verified list of lo-
cal workers in need of housing and 
subsidize their rent and the owners’s 
property management. Finally, it plans 
to establish an investment pool of local 
employers willing to invest in housing 
for their employees.

To develope the matching website, it 
plans to reach out to STR property own-
ers and see if they would convert their 
property to LTR. It will incentivize these 
owners to convert their properties by 
assuring them of rental payments and 
providing a “pool of STR’s to be used by 
homeowners who convert their home 
to LTR’s.”

The $24,000 is only the initial fund-
ing. The Chamber is asking for a total 
of $149,100 over three years for the 
completion of this program. That will be 
split into $24,000 for the remainder of 
this fiscal year (ending June 30), $50,000 
for the next two years, and $25,000 for 
another 6 months after that.

To augment its funding, Chamber 
Executive Director Ken Brengle asked 
that the council appoint two of its mem-
bers to a housing steering committee. 
Brengle said that this committee would 
attempt to prevent the many housing 
entities associated with Mammoth from 
“duplicating their efforts.” 

Currently on this steering commit-
tee are Andrea Walker, Rich Sanfilippo, 
Agnes Vianzon, and Zoraya Cruz.

The council also approved $101,000 
for a Mammoth Lakes Housing project 

aimed at creating two new deed restric-
tions in town. 

This program hopes to provide two 
loans of either $50,000 or 10% of the 
purchase price, whichever is less, to 
“Middle Income Home Buyers.”

The loans will have 0% interest for a 
minimum of 30 years. No interest will 
be accrued in order to compensate the 
buyer for, “committing to a reduced 
return on investment by recording the 
deed restriction and resale agreement.”

This loan can only be borrowed 
by someone earning below 120% of 
the area median income (AMI).  For 
a houshold of one, 120% of AMI is 
$68,200. For a household of four it 
is $97,450. Mammoth’s Community 
Housing Action Plan of 2017 cited the 
80%-120% AMI level as the most in need 
of assistance.

Along with capping potential home-
buyer’s incomes at 120% AMI, this deed 
restriction comes with four stipulations:

"• The restriction is for a term of 60 
years; a new Resale Agreement is re-
corded with the new homeowner at the 
time of transfer;

• A first right of refusal to purchase 
the property to allow MLH to purchase 
the home to maintain the restriction;

• Annual monitoring requirements; 
and

• A cap on appreciation according to 
the growth in the Area Median Income 
over the time of ownership, to insure the 
home will be affordable to subsequent 
buyers."

The two loans constitute $100,000 of 
the $101,000 that council allocation. The 
last $1,000 is for “Marketing and Out-
reach,” which MLH Executive Director 
Patricia Robertson said could be, “news-
paper ads, color fliers, social media 
campaign (maybe a video), staff time for 
outreach meetings, an additional home 
buyer education class, etc.”

MLH also asked for $9,000 to fund 
additional staff time, but the council 
shot down this request. Lynda Salcido 
even went so far as to say MLH’s request 
for additional staff funding was “inap-
propriate” and requested that future 
program contracts not make the same 
request.
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M A K E  Y O U R
BOTTOM
ONE OF YOUR

TOP
P R I O R I T I E S

C O L O N  C A N C E R  AWA R E N E S S

NORTHERN INYO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
One Team. One Goal. Your Health.

Join Northern Inyo Healthcare District
in the �ght against Colorectal Cancer 
with a preventative consultation with 
Dr. Allison Robinson or Dr. Robbin 
Cromer-Tyler on either:

 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6

 TUESDAY, MARCH 12

 TUESDAY, MARCH 19
 EVENING HOURS:  5-7 PM

These walk-in sessions are designed 
for those 50 and over, or those with a 
family history of colon cancer, or those
simply wanting to take a proactive 
stance with their health.
 The physicians will have a one-on-one 
discussion with you about your risk 
factors and screening options.

Colorectal Cancer is preventable, 
treatable, and beatable with screening.

NORTHERN INYO ASSOCIATES
GENERAL SURGERY CLINIC
153 Pioneer Ln., Bishop  |  (760) 872-1606

Allison Robinson, MD
FACS, FASCRS • CAPT(ret) USN

Double Board Certi�ed in
General Surgery, 

specializing in
Colon & Rectal Surgery

Robbin Cromer-Tyler, MD
FACS

Board Certi�ed in
General Surgery

 TUESDAY, MARCH 19

Two Shows Only
Sat. March 9
5PM & 7:30PM
Edison Theatre - 100 College Parkway

Tickets online $12.00
At the door $15.00

For tickets and more info:
www.MammothLakesRepertoryTheatre.org

Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre Presents

Paul & Kathleen
Rudder

Sponsored by:

By James

The largest land conservation bill 
passed by Congress in 10 years, 
which includes vast areas of 

California’s desert, is now sitting on 
President Trump’s desk for expected 
approval. 

The new protections in the bill pro-
hibit mining, roads and off-highway 
vehicles, and it will also enlarge two 
national parks, Death Valley and Joshua 
Tree. Included is the bill is designation 
of the Alabama Hills as a new National 
Scenic Area, the lowest national land 
designation that provides protections to 
federal lands. It comes 12 years after the 
first meeting was called in Lone Pine 
by the Bureau of Land Management to 
ascertain local interests in a plan to find 
ways to promote and protect the unique 
geologic area located just outside the 
town.

Passing both the House and Senate 
with large bipartisan support, the bill 
designates 1.3 million acres of federal 
land as wilderness, which is the highest 
level of protection. It also establishes 
four new national monuments and sets 
aside more than 600 miles of rivers from 
dams and other development.

Local supporters, such as Kathy Ban-
croft, the president of the Alabama Hills 
Stewardship group, along with Chris 
Langley and Kevin Mazzu, say they 
are “cautiously optimistic.” President 
Trump has until March 16 to either sign 
or veto the bill. 

The local Alabama Hills Stewardship 
group and representatives of the BLM 

ALABAMA HILLS NEARS DESIGNATION
met with several dozen stakeholders on 
Tuesday evening, March 5, to map out 
potential ways to assist the BLM to put 
together a 3-year stewardship plan that 
will be required if the bill is signed into 
law. 

The AHS group, which has been 
working on the National Scenic Area 
designation for the past 8 years with 
the BLM, has closely monitored the 
Alabama Hills and wants to make sure 
that the local Lone Pine community has 
a say in the future management of the 
area, and that all the groups that have 
been using the area for recreation and 
hobbies do not lose access or have their 
activities banned or restricted.

Dave Kirk, BLMs Alabama Hills Stew-
ard, who regularly patrols the area and 
offers interpretive tours, gave a presen-
tation on how the Hills are currently 
being used, by whom, and in what 
numbers. 

Several tables were then set out, each 
with a BLM representative and an AHS 
member to cover and offer ideas in sev-
eral areas such as: Day Use, Overnight 
Use, Special Permits, Social Media, and 
developing a vision of the area’s future. 
More meetings are planned for the 
future.

The bill, when signed, creates an 
18,610-acre Alabama Hills National 
Scenic Area in the Alabama Hills of Inyo 
County, where over the last century, 
hundreds of Western TV shows and 
movies have been shot. It also will add 
28 miles of the Amargosa River and the 

Whitewater River and Surprise Canyon 
areas of the Mojave Desert to protec-
tions under the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act, which blocks dams 
and development.

It offers a compromise with off-road 
vehicle groups by guaranteeing perma-
nent access to 200,000 acres of Bureau 
of Land Management land in the desert 
where off-road vehicles are now driving.

That there is overwhelming bipartisan 
support for the bill (98-2 in the Sen-
ate) is not surprising as it will also give 
wilderness protections in Utah, New 
Mexico and Oregon. There was also 
something in the bill for every sena-
tor in every state. There are also new 

protections for hunters on federal land, 
and a provision to allow Native Alas-
kans who served in the Vietnam War to 
homestead up to 160 acres each in rural 
Alaska on BLM lands.

The bill covered a lot of ground by 
creating new national monuments to 
honor the Civil War, at Mill Springs 
Battlefield in Nancy, Kentucky; civil 
rights leaders Medgar and Myrlie Evers 
in Jackson, Mississippi; the victims of 
the 1928 St. Francis Dam Disaster in Los 
Angeles County near Santa Clarita; and 
Jurassic National Monument, 850 acres 
of BLM land in Southern Utah famous 
for discoveries of dinosaur bones. A 
little something for everyone.

TACO BELL SAVES LIVES!
Jeremy Taylor, a 36-year-old from 

Sunriver, Oregon, along with his 
dog, Ally, was trapped for five days 

last week when his Toyota 4-Runner got 
stuck in the snow on a remote Oregon 
U.S. Forest Service road. He told his 
rescuers that he and his dog were able 
to stay alive and warm by “periodically 
starting his vehicle” and by eating sev-
eral packets of Taco Bell hot sauce that 
he found in the car.

Yet, all the ingredients in a packet of 
Taco Bell hot sauce add up to a total 
nutritional value of “0 calories. Yes, that 
is z-e-r-o calories.

The idea of hot sauce keeping anyone 
alive and saving someone from star-
vation is, of course, ridiculous, but it 
made for a good media story, one that 
included “salvation (of sorts), rescue, a 
pet, and a major fast-food corporation.” 

A snowmobile rider found the pair 
on Friday afternoon, March 1, and 
called 911. The Deschutes County 
Sheriff’s Office sent out a snowcat to 
rescue the two. They were found to be 
in good condition, but hungry.

Taco Bell learned about Taylor’s 
survival story and issued this state-
ment:

“We know our sauce packets are 
amazing, but this takes it to a whole 
new level. We’re in touch with Jeremy 
and have sent him a well-deserved 
care package, a year’s supply of Taco 
Bell, and of course, all the sauce pack-
ets that come with it.”

Taylor’s dog, Ally, had nothing to 
say about the ordeal, but if it could, it 
would likely say “Yo quiero Taco Bell.”

-James
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GOHR’S MONSTER

Saturday ,  March 16

Doug Robinson
Alchemy of Action

Now featuring LIVE MUSIC!
Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

4-7 pm

343 Old Mammoth Road
(760) 965-0549

Friday: Jazz Trio
Saturday: Mike McGuire 

Guitar and Vocals
Sunday: Sara McConnell

 Ukulele and Vocals

World Cup I was just old enough to be 
in a World Cup. It was like, “I look up to 
all these women.”

Sheet: How long have you lived in 
Mammoth?

Hansen: I spent the first seven years 
of my life in June and then I moved to 
Mammoth.

I was homeschooled for a while and 
then once the independent learning 
center at the high school took over I 
went to high school there.

Sheet: How does it feel to be compet-
ing on your home mountain?

Hansen: It feels really good. I haven’t 
competed at Mammoth since last year. 
It’s always interesting competing here 
because the weather is temperamental.

I mostly love competing at Mammoth 
cause I have a lot of family and friends 
and people who have supported me 
here

Sheet: What is your goal for this com-
petition?

Hansen: Not get blown away. Just kid-
ding. Try to get in the best run I can. It’s 
tough coming to Mammoth cause we 
know the weather is going to be tough. 
The best thing to do is to keep a positive 
attitude and do the best you can.

Sheet: What tricks are you planning 
for your run?

Hansen: I haven’t really decided fully. 
I’ve gotten into the habit of doing a dif-
ferent run each contest and a different 
run for the finals than the qualifiers. 
Right now the plan is left 540 to straight 
air to left 720 to a switch right 540 to a 

switch left 720 and it’s hard to say after 
that. I haven’t figured out the bottom 
part of my run. When I do a competition 
it depends on the pipe conditions and 
how fast it is. It can change my air time 
and that can change what I’m going to 
do that day.

Sheet: What is your favorite restau-
rant?

Hansen: Hmmm. It’s hard.My two 
favorite restaurants, I absolutely love 
Ohana’s, it is my favorite place to eat in 
the world. I love Toomey’s, Toomey’s is 
amazing.

Sheet: What do you like doing in the 
summers?

Hansen: In the summer probably 
mountain biking. My physical trainers 
have told me to slow down with moun-
tain biking. They say I need the summer 
to focus on the gym and not put my 
body at more risk than I need to. I think 
it helps pushing your mental strength 
being scared of boulders and rocks and 
stuff. It makes you tougher on snow.

Sheet: What’s next for you?
Hansen: I am heading to a place 

called Stoneham outside Quebec City 
for a NorAm competition.After that I 
will probably head out to Park City, Utah 
for the spring cause the US team has 
an amazing training facility there.They 
have a jump to air bag, a jump to water 
ramp, a world class gym. Then there is 
a spring training camp that Mammoth 
holds. We will all be here cause Mam-
moth is amazing in the spring. Mount 
Hood, Oregon in the summer and then 

Europe, Switzerland in the fall.
Sheet: What is your long term goal?
Hansen: Long term goal is the 

Olympics, I always dreamed of going to 
the Olympics. Or I want to film doing 
backcountry. I haven’t gotten to do a lot 
of it. Mammoth is an awesome place to 
do powder and I would love to do more. 
I haven’t done my Avi 1 course, I haven’t 
had much time to do that with training 

and competing.
Josh Bowden:
The Sheet: When did you move to 

Mammoth?
Josh Bowden: I moved here when 

I was nine [from Simi Valley], but my 
parents just pretty much came up here 
all the time to ski. They brought me up 
here when I was one, and I’ve pretty 
much been coming up here ever since. I 
started snowboarding when I was three.

Sheet: Did you go to Mammoth High?
Bowden: No I was homeschooled 

since fourth grade. I went to the Mam-
moth Lakes Academy for two years. 
Tripp was the teacher there.

Sheet: How has the season been go-
ing for you?

Bowden: Season started out a little 
rough. I sprained my ankle like two 
weeks before the first contest. So I had 
to recover from that really quick, and 
then wasn’t able to do my best run at 
the first Grand Prix. Then I actually had 
to pull out of the next contest because 
I hurt my ankle again. That was rough. 
But after that contest my ankle started 

Josh Bowden

Jeremy Gohr with the snowman he built for June Lake Chamber of Commerce’s snowman 
contest last weekend.
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Inyo National Forest workers acknowledged for Rose Parade float

760 • 965 • 0514       3399 Main st.
Mammoth Lakes, California

No Cover
No Commute*

Cold Without Pants!  
Mammoth & LA’s favorite 
Classic Cover Band!

3/8 
& 

3/9 

Black Market III 
You’ve seen them playing a 
featured role as the band in a 
live production of the Quentin 
Tarantino/Robert Rodriguez 
fi lm, “From Dusk ‘Til Dawn” 
soulful rock, steeped in the blues

3/15 
& 

3/16 

Saint Patrick’s Day 
with DJ FreshTracks 
traditional Irish fare 
& drink specials all day

3/17

FreeLIVE
---Music ---
9PM to close

RB
& G r i l l

Liberty Sports

feeling better. I went to China. I got a 
good run going but couldn’t hold it 
together I guess. Then I went to Swit-
zerland. That was probably one of the 
hardest contests of the year and I made 
finals there.

Sheet: What’s the goal?
Bowden: Make the finals. Get top five.
Sheet: What tricks are you planning 

for your run here?
Bowden: Front 1260 tail grab, back 

9 mute, front double cork 1080 indy, 
switch frontside cork 720, front 1080, tail 
stelmasky.

Sheet: Is twenty years-old young for 
the sport?

Bowden: It’s a good age. The top guy 
right now is 25. Scotty James. But then 
all the Japanese are really young and 
super good.

Sheet: What’s after this?
Bowden: The Rev Tour [At Mammoth 

Mountain]. 
Sheet: What’s your favorite restau-

rant?
Bowden: I like Bleu a lot. I used to 

work here [Black Velvet] actually, a cou-
ple years ago. Now I have an espresso 
machine at home so I just make coffee 
there. I like making coffee.

Sheet: What else do you do around 
Mammoth?

Bowden: I don’t do much at night. 
I pretty much ride, go home and do 
school. I’m in online community college 
now. Studying computer science. It’s 
going well. I’m up to like 10 languages 
now.

I started programming when I was in 
Clockwise from top left: Sabrina Cakmakli, Lyman Currier, Dylan Marineau

high school and I was like, “Wow I really 
like this actually. I’ll stick with this in 
community college and see how it is.” 
My grandpa was a computer science 
major, my dad is IT, my uncle is IT, so 
we have a bunch of computer guys.

Sheet: What about during the sum-
mers?

Bowden: Summers I usually moun-
tain bike or skateboard a bunch. This 
summer I was hurt so I had to do a lot of 
physical therapy.

Sheet: Do you do any filming?
Bowden: Every now and then, I 

haven’t done much filming at all in the 
back country. It’s a different culture 
than halfpipe, but halfpipe riders are 
pretty good in powder. If you are a pro 
snowboarder you have to be good on 
powder. It’s a fun part of the sport.

Sheet: Do you do much backcountry?
Bowden: Last year I did quite a bit. I 

did a bunch of split boarding. I just took 
my Avi one class. So I was just starting to 
get into it. I’ll probably start doing some 
more after these couple contests. Prob-
ably go to the Sherwins, see what else 
we can get in to.

Sheet: What’s the long-term goal?
Bowden: I just want to go to the 

Olympics right now. That’s it right now. 
Then eventually go film backcountry. 

Sheet: What do you like about com-
peting at your home mountain?

Bowden: My whole family will be 
there … I like sleeping in my own bed.
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On Friday night March 1, The 
Warming Hut swarmed with 
people who like stories - hear-

ing ‘em and telling ‘em. It was opening 
night of Mountain Culture Month a 
speaker series running through March 
focused on mountain culture.

All were there for a traveling storytell-
ing competition called Boldly Went, run 
by Tim and Angel Mathis, self-described 
dirtbags, a dirtbag power couple—if 
dirtbags subscribed to social hierarchy. 
(According to the Urban Dictionary, a 
dirtbag is “a person who is committed to 
a given (usually extreme) lifestyle to the 
point of abandoning employment and 
other societal norms in order to pursue 
said lifestyle.”)

Tim and Angel record the competi-
tion and edit it into a 30 minute or less 
podcast that they release online.

“Our main values are inclusivity, 
equal access, supporting local econo-
mies, and promoting environmental 
stewardship,” Angel said. 

The stories must be true and have to 
do with outdoor adventure. The line-
up is random. Potential storytellers 
write their name on a piece of paper 
which goes into a bag from which Angel 
blindly draws. Storytellers have ten 
minutes. There are two categories that 
stories can win: gnarliest and best. The 
gnarliest is the most extreme, the most 
terrifying. There are judges, selected 
from the audience. 

The competition serves as a way to 

Storytelling podcast stops in Mammoth. 
By Benham

BE BOLD. TELL STORIES.

Parents, please attend Round Up at your elementary school to 
find out about Kindergarten enrollment, meet the Kindergarten 

teacher, see the school, get a free Backpack with school  
supplies, and learn about the free Summer Bridge  

Program! Bring your incoming Kindergartner or TK student! 

760-924-7626      

   Edna Beaman Elementary School:  Tuesday, March 5 
  2:30‐3:00 pm—Kindergarten Round Up 

  3:00‐4:00 pm—Birth‐to‐5 Health and Safety Fair  
(including oral health checks for kids) 
25541 Hwy 6, Benton, 760‐933‐2397 

 

Lee Vining Elementary School:  Monday, March 11 
    10:00‐10:30 am—Kindergarten Round Up 

10:30‐11:30 am—Birth‐to‐5 Health and Safety Fair & First 5 Express Activity Van         
132 Lee Vining Ave, 760‐647‐6460 

 

  Bridgeport Elementary School:  Monday, March 11 
       10:30‐11:30 am—Kindergarten Round Up 

1:30‐2:30 pm—Birth‐to‐5 Health and Safety Fair & First 5 Express Activity Van          
  205 Kingsley St, Bridgeport, 760‐932‐7441  

 

Antelope Elementary School: Tuesday, March 12 
1:00‐1:30 pm—Kindergarten Round Up 

1:30‐2:30 pm—Birth‐to‐5 Health and Safety Fair & First 5 Express Activity Van 
111527 Hwy 395, Coleville, 530‐495‐2541 

 

FREE Birth‐to‐5 Health and Safety Fairs: children’s books, poison prevention and 
safety information, car seat installation checks, child ID fingerprinting, bike 
helmets for kids, community information, Peapod Playgroup toys, and more! 

 

          Mammoth Elementary School:  Wednesday, March 13 
5:00 pm—Kindergarten Round Up 

6:00‐7:00 pm—Resource Fair: Summer Bridge applications, Oral Health Checks*, 
Pediatric Wellness Check* scheduling (*required for school entry) 

1500 Meridian Blvd, Mammoth Lakes, 760‐934‐7545 
June 8: Mammoth Health & Safety Fair 

If your child turns 5 on or before September 1, 2019, then he or she 
can attend kindergarten in the fall of 2019. If your child turns 5  
between September 2, 2019 and December 2, 2019, then he or she 
can attend transitional kindergarten in the fall of 2019. 

www.monokids.org 

give feedback to storytellers through a 
scoring system and provides a sporting 
subplot. The main plot is to tell and hear 
stories, to share in an oral tradition. The 
competition’s purse is $0. Winners win 
the chance to write a note on a postcard 
that gets sent to past winners.

Originally, Angel and Tim wanted to 
use the show as a way create a dirtbag 
network. “So when people went to other 
towns they would have someone to go 
out adventuring with,” Angel said. That 
proved too difficult. They shifted the 
show’s focus to the storytelling and let 
the networking happen naturally. After 
the awards ceremony, the crowd stayed. 
People shared stories and contacts.

The night before the competition, Tim 
and Angel hosted a workshop for poten-
tial storytellers.

“We never ever accept the argument 
that somebody doesn’t have a story,” 

Angel said, “If you’re alive, then you 
have a story.”

Bohdi Silva of Mammoth Lakes won 
best overall story. Silva told a story 
about BASE jumping off of El Capitan at 
midnight on a full moon. While flying 
he came face to face with a blue skink 
in a moment when time slowed as if he 
was diving through jelly. Into the BASE 
jumping narrative, he wove his time as 
sniper in the military. One time on a 
battlefield, he was lining up a shot and 
he looked down and saw a black beetle 
burrowing into the sand. Seeing the 
skink and the beetle were parallel mo-
ments: one in war, one in peace. 

Andy Selters of Bishop won the award 
for the gnarliest story.

He told the story of how he became 
a mountaineer.  Among many accom-
plishments, he’s climbed all over the 
world, written guide books, including 

a guide book for Mt. Shasta, a history 
of mountaineering, “Guide to Glacier 
Travel & Crevasse Rescue”. 

While living in Bellingham, Wash., he 
dreamed of a being in a plane that, after 
taking off, was subsumed by a wave 
and then emerged. A few years later, 
Selters and a climbing partner were on 
a glacier in Alaska. They had finished an 
ascent but were waylaid on the descent 
by a storm and could not reach their 
pick-up spot at the scheduled time. A 
pilot met them on the glacier. The plane 
took off and made it a few feet off the 
ground before it crashed to the bottom 
of a crevasse. Selters, who had been 
sitting behind the pilot, came to upside-
down pressed against the pilot seat and 
fuselage. When his partner came to, he 
was completely disoriented. The pilot 
was dead.

Above: Tim and Angel Mathis. Left: Bohdi Silva with his first place trophies. Right: Andy Selters
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From left: Jose Jimenez, Shannon Romero, Cole Gillon, Cindy Younger, Austin Younger

Selters freed himself, doing the hard-
est off-width climbing move of his life, 
he said. They spent the night at the 
bottom of the crevasse, thinking of their 
demise. The next day, they were rescued 
by a crew who was trained with Selters’s 
“Guide to Glacier Travel & Crevasse 
Rescue.” Selters’s own book saved him.

But Selters’s learned a different les-
son: listen to your dreams because they 
can come true.

Selters at the Edison, March 13

Selters’s has a lot of stories and he’ll 
be sharing more at Mountain Culture 
Month on March 13. That talk is going to 
focus on a two and a half week back-
packing trip through the Brooks Range 
in northeastern Alaska that Selters took 
last August.

Here’s a preview: The trip was sup-
posed to be 120 miles. They made it 
100 and only saw one grizzly bear, who 
Selters said “wasn’t too worried about 
us.” They were carrying bear spray but 
decided against a gun. He didn’t want to 
have to decide to shoot a bear. They saw 
caribou, raptors, ducks and other fowl, 
a musk ox, some wildflowers in bloom, 
and a lot of fall colors. Selters will show 
photos he took from the trip and discuss 
drilling proposals and climate change in 
the Brooks Range.

Mountain Culture Month continues 
every Wednesday of March at 7 p.m. at 
the Edison Theatre in Mammoth Lakes.
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Sunday-Thursday 11am-11pm / Friday & Saturday 11am-1am

MADE IN MAMMOTH LAKES, CA
 Free Spirit Tasting  2-3 & Happy Hour 3-5 Monday - Thursday

100 Canyon Blvd In The Village At Mammoth / shelterdistilling.com

Small Batch Craft Distillery, Brewery & Kitchen

YOUNGER AT ART

At February’s Bishop Chamber 
mixer, the owners of Mountain Ap-
parel Screen Printing and several 

local artists talked about the new retail 
portion of the business and how it’s help-
ing local artists. 

Owners of Mountain Apparel Screen 
Printing, Dee and Cindy Younger, have 
been in business for 17 years. They have 
lived in the area for 30 years having mi-
grated from Sherman Oaks. 

The new retail part of the store features 
“samples for [the] clients to touch and 
feel, now we have more of a selection for 
customers --[like] a sample rack,” Cindy 
Younger said. 

Younger said this is “the only place in 
Bishop that does customized apparel, 
hats, bags, and garments.” One of the 
ways customization works at Mountain 
Apparel is “we create what the client 
wants; [they bring their] ideas in and 
Shannon creates the artwork for them,” 
Cindy Younger said. 

Cindy and her husband, Dee said that 
a lot of their artwork is featured mostly in 
Bishop, in places such as, Schat’s Bak-
ery, Mule Days, High Country Lumber, 
Reds Meadows, Whiskey Creek, and the 
school’s sports teams. 

Cindy Younger said that with the sport 
teams, they “created adopt-a-player, 
[which is] a fundraiser for the schools or 
teams, [and Cindy] gives 10% back to the 
schools,” she said. 

Shannon Romero, main graphic artist 
of Mountain Apparel Screen Printing and 
Big Pine Paiute Reservation resident, has 
been with the business for 7 or 8 years. 

The majority of Shannon Romero’s 
work sells at Mountain Apparel and on-
line through www.bornoflegends.com. 

She said that her work is mainly de-
signed for Native Americans. 

At Mountain Apparel Screen Print-
ing, Romero said she draws the designs 
through digital graphics, and she is “now 
delving more into this field of apparel 

and clothing,” she said. 
When Shannon first started at Moun-

tain Apparel it was located across from 
Ben Franklin in Whitney Alley, and the 
owners “always wanted to better the 
community working with a lot of the 
sports teams doing fundraisers,” she said. 

The designs came from owner Cindy 
Younger and “she supports the local 
artist, giving them space to put their 
product,” Romero said. 

Several of the local artists who have 
their work featured at Mountain Apparel 
Screen Printing are: Shannon Romero, 
whose artist name is Born of Legends, 
Jose Jimenez, whose artist name is 
Anonyiymous, Austin Younger, whose 
artist name is Vocab, Cole Gillon, whose 
artist name is Restored Royalty, and 
Leaux Stewart, whose artist name is Win-
nowing Basket. 

The Sheet spoke to Bishop artist 
Anonyiymous. Jimenez said he has sever-
al pieces of art displayed around Bishop, 
including a mural at the Looney Bean, 
10 paintings at Whiskey Creek, a clothing 
line at Mountain Apparel Screen Print-
ing, and another mural at the Bishop 
Fitness Center. 

Jimenez said he owns Mercado Mexico 
and catered the food for Friday evening’s 
Bishop Chamber Mixer. 

Artist and Bishop resident, Vocab, said 
that his art is featured on t-shirts in the 
store with the lettering, Vocab on the 
front, Younger said. 

Big Pine resident and artist, Restored 
Royalty has the logo, Restored Royalty on 
the front of t-shirts and “is a movement 
that is spiritual, [because] we believe in 
Jesus Christ [and] your true identity in 
Him,” Gillon said. 

Screen printing shop is hub for young artists
By Maddux
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We all have a little bit of the cat 
in us. 

At the very least, we all hope 
to use our nine lives. 

Ryan Sykes? He’s used his nine. And 
now he’s living his tenth. 

Sykes, 37, of Grass Valley, is a Navy vet-
eran. He joined the military a six months 
removed from high school via a delayed 
entry program. He said he was always 
interested in the service. “I liked the idea 
that I could help out and support the 
country and travel the world, [and that 
the Navy] could encompass all that.” 

He was in boot camp when the USS 
Cole was victimized by a terrorist attack 
in October, 2000. 

Post-9/11, Sykes was stationed in 
Guantanamo Bay as part of a support 
team. 

He was stationed at the U.S. South-
ern Command in Southern Florida and 
served several roles, one of them was 
to assist Operation Enduring Freedom 
Combat Forces.

He also served in Colombia to assist 
Counter-drug Operations from the US 
Embassy in Bogota, Colombia    

He reenlisted in 2004 while he was 
stationed in Iraq, one of nine tours over-
seas. Five of those tours, totaling about 
two years, took place in Afghanistan. 

It was that ninth tour, the ninth life, 
that got him. 

Sykes was badly injured in a motor-
cycle accident, thrown into a ditch where 
he lay for about five hours until he was 
discovered.

He had suffered a traumatic brain in-
jury, a collapsed lung, pneumonia, facial 
fractures. He was busted up. He wasn’t 
supposed to make it. 

He was air-vac’d to Germany. The 
operation was successful, insofar that he 
was alive. A year’s worth of recuperation 
followed at Walter Reed Medical Center 
as well as another medical hospital in 
Virginia. 

This was 2008. 
He didn’t hear about Disabled Sports 

Eastern Sierra until 2014. He had been 
living in the Bay Area, continuing to 
recuperate, but as Sykes said, “I was itch-
ing to go out and do some stuff.” 

Through online research, he identified 
the DSES opportunity and came for a 
visit. 

Sykes’s situation, then as now:
The left side of his body is partially 

paralyzed. He gets around via wheel-

SYKED UP

Sykes (far left) out for a ride on Mammoth’s bike path

Navy vet makes the most of tenth chances
By Lunch

chair. He was left-handed prior to his 
accident but, obviously, he’s been forced 
to switch it up. He suffers from double vi-
sion, but compensates by saying simply, 
“I know what to look at and what not to 
look at.” 

When prompted for further explana-
tion, Sykes replied, “One image appears 
a little shakier than the other (that’s the 
double). So what I try to do is teach my 
brain to obey the right signal.” 

Sheet: How difficult is it for you to 
read? Is that something you can do?

Sykes (without a hint of complaint or 
self-pity): You just have to make sure you 

don’t read the same line over and over 
because it keeps jumping around. 

And why Disabled Sports, and athlet-
ics, has been so important to him:

“Athletic stuff is what really motivates 
me,” says Sykes. “The body … the muscle 
memory kicks in when I do stuff that’s 
sports-related. And I find it calming.” 

After his winter visit to Mammoth 
where he skied using the seat bucket 
and sliders, Sykes moved onto a “Tough 
Mudder” which i.e. exactly what it 
sounds like. A brutal obstacle course in 
the mud. 

Sykes competed in the race using an 

off-road trike with a support team of 20 
or so. 

As Sykes says, his legs are pretty strong, 
and DSES Executive Director Kathy Co-
peland would be the first to agree. 

“He shows up for the Sierra Cycle 
Challenge [a DSES summer fundraiser] 
and just pedals his ass off. He literally 
doesn’t stop for three days.” 

Finally, 2014 was also the year that 
Sykes finally moved home, and recaptur-
ing that feeling of belonging has prob-
ably been the most important part of his 
tenth life. 

“It’s really great being home … every-
one’s very accommodating to a guy roll-
ing up in a chair. Very hospitable.” 

Why Sykes would like to see the Na-
tional Wounded Warrior Center built: 

After you’re injured, explained Sykes, 
you’ve got to re-pattern your brain, and 
in the beginning, it’s an exhausting pro-
cess requiring a lot of energy. 

To be in a communal atmosphere, in 
an environment tailored toward reha-
bilitation “is exactly what we need,” said 
Sykes. 

He admits he would visit more often if 
he could, but like most vets, he’s a team 
player, a little bit stoic. 

Certainly more capacity for DSES 
would mean more opportunities for 
people who need it. 

“I realize other people need to come 
too, to experience it. I would come more 
if I could, but it’s just been so impactful 
… I know others [need that spot more 
than I do].” 

The National Wounded Warrior Center, 
proposed to be built on the Cerro Coso 
college campus in Mammoth Lakes, 
would allow Disabled Sports Eastern 
Sierra to provide support services to more 
than 300 veterans and their families each 
year. 

The 36-room facility would provide 
transitional housing designed for vet-
erans, and include areas for recreation, 
learning and dining.

Veterans would also have access to 
educational and vocational programs, 
wellness and PTSD management training 
and therapuetic opportunities. 

DSES is in the midst of an $18 million 
capital campaign. See the facing page for 
details.

 

Sykes cross-country skiing in the Lakes Basin, with DSES Volunteers Leslie Markovitz 
and Alan Jacoby

Sykes with Operation High Altitude volunteer Shaera Hayes. 



                                      This page sponsored by the DSES Advisory Council 

$7 million raised toward our $18 million goal for National 
Wounded Warrior Center to be built in Mammoth Lakes!

•  4,000,000 veterans with disabilities across the US
•  11,000 homeless in CA; 22 veteran suicides/day 
•  We need your help to save and change veterans’ lives
•  Donations will be matched 2-for-1 up to $1.5 million

VETERANS WITH DISABILITIES 
NEED YOUR HELP!

Graphic design generously donated by Carol Schotz

Article and ad compliments of Ted Carleton, DSES Advisory Council Member

DONATE NOW: National Wounded Warrior Center 
WoundedWarriorsMammoth.org | 760.934.0609 

P.O. Box 7275, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
An initiative of Disabled Sports Eastern Sierra. Not affiliated with any other organizations.



14  I                                                            www.thesheetnews.com                 THE SHEET  I  Saturday, March  9, 2019

calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC
Happy Hour/
Austria Hof. 4-7 p.m. Sunday-Thursday 
and 4-6 p.m. Friday & Saturday. See ad, 
p. 11.
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill Slider 
Mondays,Monday’s @ 9 p.m. Taco 
Tuesday, 3 homemade tacos for $6. 
Wine Wednesday is 1/2 off the entire list 
all day, happy hour wine from 3 p.m.-
close) See ad, p. 9.
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour Mon-Fri., 
Happy Hour from 4-6 p.m. 
Morrison’s Happy Hour Mon-Thurs., 
5-6 p.m.
The Mogul Happy Hour Sun.-Thurs.
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.in the bar with 
food and drink specials.
Mammoth Rock ‘N’ Bowl
Mon. DJ 9:00 p.m  Bowling & 
Beats,Thurs. DJ 10 p.m. Latin Night, 
Saturday DJ  9 p.m. 
Petra’s Bistro & Wine Bar Daily, 5-6 
p.m. $5-10 menu items and drink 
specials. See ad, p. 4. 
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour: 4-7 
p.m. daily. $5 dollar menu items, drink 
specials. Sunday: open at 10 a.m. for 
football. See ad, p. 4. 
Roberto’s Happy Hour: 4-6 p.m. daily. 
Sunday: open at 10 a.m. for football. 
Famous Slocums Happy Hour Mon.-
Fri 4-6 p.m.; Sat./Sun.4-5:30 p.m. 
Dining at 5pm, daily, “No Reservations, 
just come on in”See ad, p. 5. 
T-Bar Social Club in June Lake.
Entertainment virtually every night.
More info: www.tbarsocialclub.com. 
Giovanni’s Happy Hour daily 4-6 p.m. 
Large pizza and a pitcher of beer gets 
you free wings. See ad on this page.
Shelter Distilling Happy Hour 3-5 
p.m. daily: half off all drinks. Free Spirit 
tasting flight 2-3 p.m. daily. See ad, p. 
11.
Bleu Daily Happy Hour 5-6 p.m.
$5 Beer, Wine and Small Plates.
The Warming Hut Restaurant Apres 
Ski Afternoons. Fri. - Sun. 4-7. Live 
Music. See ad, p. 8.
Devils Creek Distillery tasting 
room hours. 2:30-5:30 p.m. every 
day. Location: Industrial Park (off of 
Meridian). 123 Commerce Dr. Info: 
760.793.7131. 
Carson Peak Inn in June Lake. Special 
after-ski menu 4-6 menu. 
Black Velvet Coffee happy hour 4-6. 
Wine tastings on Wednesdays.

March 8-9/
Beach Bar Apres, music by DJ WLDCT. 
Featuring a champagne zipline and 
giveaways from Huski. Village Gondola 
open till 6 to return to The Village. 
Location: Canyon Lodge. Time: 1-6 p.m.
South Center Skankers w/ Los Kung 
Fu Monkeys play Liberty Bar. Genre: 
Funk Stylings, Groove, Horns. Time: 9 
p.m.
Chugboat plays 53 Kitchen and 
Cocktails. Genre: upbeat funk. Time: 9 
p.m. 

Friday, March 8/
The Peculiar Pretzelmen play 
Mountain Rambler Brewing. Time: 7:30 
p.m.

Saturday, March 9/
Mike McGuire plays the Warming Hut 
(343 Old Mammoth Rd.) for apres ski. 
4-7 p.m. 
Tim Bluhm of The Mother Hips plays 
T-Bar Social Club. Genre: Rock. Time: 9 
p.m.
Andre Nickatina and Aesop play Raf-
ters. Genre: Rap. Time: 10 p.m. Tix: $20 
in advance at raftersmammoth.com or 

March 8-9/
Toyota U.S. Snowboard & Freeski 
Grand Prix at Mammoth Mountain’s 
Unbound Terrain Park. Watch the best 
skiers and snowboarders from around 
the world compete in the Halfpipe and 
Slopestyle events. Finals: 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 
p.m. Friday and Saturday.

Saturday, March 9/
Woolly’s Saturday Parade. Starts 3:45 
p.m. Face-painting and dancing at the 
Village Plaza. 
Bucky’s Birthday Bash at the June 
Mountain Chalet.  The Chalet will be 
transformed into a kids area. Helmet 
painting starts at 11 a.m. Help Bucky eat 
his cake at 1:30 p.m. Bonfire at 2 p.m.
California Waterfowl’s 13th Annual 
Bishop Dinner. Raffle, auction, wildlife 
art and fine sporting merchandise.  
Time: Cocktails at 4:30 p.m., Dinner 
at 6:30 p.m. Location: Tri-County 
Fairgorunds. Tickets: $70 per person, 
$110 per couple. Info: Joe@jlpecsi.com
2nd Annual Blue Ribbon Walk, Run, 
or Ride. 3k, 5k, 10k, or 31 mile bike ride 
around Round Valley to support Eastern 
Sierra Cancer Alliance. Time: Bike 9 
a.m. Run 10 a.m. Location: Brown’s 
Town Campground. Price: $30 pre-
registration.
Tahoe Adventure Film Festival.  Watch 
extreme outdoor adventure footage. Lo-
cation: Edison Theatre. Two Showings: 5 
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Tickets: $12.

Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

CRAFT = BEER.  KRAFT = TROUBLE. 
STICK WITH CRAFT

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

TOWN STUFF

BARS & MUSIC
$25 day of. 
Chris Baron plays Shelter Distillery. 
Time: 2-6 p.m. Free. 

Sunday, March 10/
Sara McConnell plays the Warming 
Hut (343 Old Mammoth Rd.) for apres 
ski. 4-7 p.m. 

Monday, March 11/
Open Mic at Black Doubt Brewing. 
Time: 6-10 p.m. 
Bowling and Beats at Mammoth Rock 
and Bowl. DJs Chronfucious, Dom 
Disko, Hocus Pocus and Kally. Time: 9 
p.m. 

Tuesday, March 12/
Team Trivia at Mammoth Brewing Co. 
Time: 7 p.m. Free. Prizes.
Karaoke Night at Rafters featuring DJ 
CDS. Time: 10 p.m. Free.

Wednesday, March 13/
Locals night at Rafters every Wednes-
day. $2 drafts. DJs.
Open Mic Night at T-Bar Social Club. 
Hosted by Mike McGuire. Free.

March 15-16/
Black Market III plays Liberty Bar. 
Genre: blues. Time: 9 p.m. Free.

Friday, March 15/
DJ RodneyO plays Rafters. Time: 10 
p.m. Free.
Open mic at Black Sheep Coffee Roast-
ers. Time: 6:30-8:30 p.m. Location: 232 
N. Main St., Bishop.

Saturday, March 16/
Lil Debbie and Smoov-E play Rafters. 
Time: 10 p.m. Tix: $20 in advance at 
raftersmammoth.com
Ron Artis and The Truth play T-Bar 
Social Club in June Lake. Genre: Soul 
Time: 9 p.m. Tix: $10/person at balance-
drocksaloon.com  $22 with shuttle.

info@MammothInsurance.com
625 Old Mammoth Rd, Mammoth Lakes

MammothInsurance.com

AUTO - HOME - COMMERCIAL - HEALTH 

Alicia Olson
LIC # 0I19200

OWNERS/BROKERS

Eric Olson
LIC # 0783148

CALL 760-934-2200

T H E  A R T  O F  C A N N A B I S

3399 MAIN ST.

C A N N A B I S

@ascentmammoth
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calendar of events
AARP Tax Help

Free tax help through April 15th 
from the AARP Foundation Tax Aide 
programs in Bishop and Mammoth. 
People with low and moderate in-
comes qualify for the help.   

In Bishop at the NIH Birch Street 
Annex, appointments are available 
Wednesday afternoons, Friday after-
noons and Saturdays.  To schedule 
an appointment, call 760.937.1397.
In Mammoth at the Mammoth Lakes 
Library, appointments are available 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 
afternoons.  For an appointment, call 
760.934.5674. Spanish speaking assis-
tance available and walk-ins welcome.

Mountain Culture Series

An inspirational speaker series 
hosted by the Mammoth Lakes Repera-
tory Theatre. Price: $10 per show.

March 13th (Wed) - Andy Selters & 
Brennan Lagasse: A two part intro-
spective presentation by two legendary 
mountaineers who have both been 
drawn to the Arctic Refuge.

March 16th (Sat) Doug Robinson 
book signing and presentation - The 
Alchemy of Action- Slideshow, discus-
sion, and book signing, with legendary 
California guide and climber Doug 
Robinson, the “father of clean climb-
ing”.

March 20th (Wed) – Ryan Tetz: On 
My Own Power – Records on Califor-
nia 14ers. Ryan Tetz, long time East-
side resident and medical professional, 
is an accomplished endurance athlete, 
mountain guide, and climber.

March 27th (Wed) – Mike Vow-
els:  Return to Paradise – A Skiers 
Journey. Inspirational film in partner-
ship with Filmmaker John Plummer, 
that documents former freestyle cham-
pion return to skiing 28 years after a 
paralyzing in ski accident in 1985.

"Almost Maine" Seeks Cast/Crew

Sierra Classic Theatre plans to per-
form the play, "Almost Maine," in May 
or June. The play is made up of 8 short 
scenes, 7 of which are one man/one 
woman, and one of which is either two 
men or two women.  The thought is to 
have as many as 16 actors be involved 
with 8 different directors. The direc-
tors would be in one scene and direct 
another. 

It will be performed in a restaurant 
venue during shoulder season - May 
or June and perhaps just perform 1 to 
4 shows. Like the Murder Mystery or 
Picasso at Lapin Agile, it would be a 
dinner theater experience. 

The commitment would be minimal 
as actors will only be performing in 
about 4 pages of material and direc-
tors will only be directing 4 pages of 
material.

If interested, contact Alison Page at 
allisonmcpage@gmail.com.

Mammoth Biathlon 

2019 Mammoth Winter Biathlon
Friday, March 15th and
Saturday, March 16th, 2019
Have you registered yet? You better 

soon, spots are filling up!

TOWN STUFF TOWN STUFF
Saturday, March 9 (cont.)/
Eastern Sierra Audobon Monthly Bird 
Walks. Free bird-watching walk for 
birders of all levels. Extra binoculars 
and field guides can be provided. Meet 
in parking lot of the BLM/Forest Service 
building at 1115 West Line Street in 
Bishop. Time: 8:30 a.m.

Sunday, March 10/
Sierra Club XC Ski Outing. location and 
itinerary dependent upon snow condi-
tions. Approximately 3 hours long, at an 
advanced-beginner ski level. Dress in 
layers for winter conditions and bring 
snacks, lunch, water, and sunscreen. 
Dogs are welcome. Location: Union 
Bank parking lot. Time: 10 a.m.

Monday, March 11/
Bishop City Council meets. Time: 6 
p.m. Location: Council Chambers @ 377 
West Line St. Info: 760.873.5863. 

March 12-13/
Bishop Community Blood Drive. Time: 
8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Location: Bishop Elk's 
Lodge, 151 East Line Street.

Tuesday, March 12/
Mammoth Lakes Tourism Board 
meets. 1 p.m. Suite Z. Minaret Mall.
Mammoth Lakes Recreation meets. 5 
p.m. Suite Z. MInaret Mall. 
White Mountain Research Station 
kicks off its 2019 lecture series. Time: 
7 p.m. Location: WMRS, 3000 East Line 
St. in Bishop. Speaker: Andy Zdon of 
Northern Arizona University. Topic: 
Increasing our Understanding of 
Eastern California Springs: Amargosa 
and Beyond. 

March 13-17/
Toyota Revolution Tour at Mammoth 
Mountain's Unbound Terrain Park. 
Halfpipe, Slopestyle, and Big Air 
competitions for amateur athletes Info: 
mammothmountain.com
Oakley Week at Mammoth Mountain. 
Giveaways and demos all week, 
culminating in a mini half pipe contest 

AT THE MOVIES
Minaret Cinemas    

Captain Marvel (PG-13): Starring Brie Larson as Carol Danvers/Captain Marvel.

How to Train Your Dragon: The Hidden World (PG): The third in the series. The 
dragon, Night Fury, meets his mate, Light Fury. 

For movie times, call 760.934.3131 or visit mammothlakesmovies.com. 

Deadline to register Wednesday, 
March 13th, at 11:59 p.m.!

We have the Snow! We have the 
course! Now we want you!

We are excited to have the event 
back up at Tamarack Cross Country Ski 
Center, on the Dome and Vista trails. 
We have races for all ages and abilities 
and spectators are encouraged to come 
out and join the excitement of this 
fast-paced sport. Bring your cowbell. 
Please take the Orange Line as parking 
is very limited.

 Registration: https://bit.ly/2TsO2ma
 We are still in need of some volun-

teers: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0545AFAB2BA31-20191

Info: www.mammothbiathlon.org

Community Reads 

Inyo Council for the Arts and the 
Inyo County Office of Education are 
excited to announce The Book Thief by 
Markus Zusak as the 2019 Inyo County 
Community Reads book! The theme for 
this year’s Community Reads will be 
centered around the virtues of bravery 
and tolerance in our community. We 
are excited to begin our eleventh year 
of celebrating and promoting literacy 
and community through reading and 
art!

Community Reads events are hosted 
by ICA and Inyo County Office of 
Education. Events include a used book 
exchange, a bookmark design contest, 
and two free community dinners in 
Bishop and Lone Pine! We will also 
host screenings of the movie The Book 
Thief. Keep up to date with events on 
our Facebook page.

This year’s program will kick-off on 
March 15th with a Community Dinner 
in Bishop. The dinner is from 5:00 to 
7:30pm in the Heritage Arts Building at 
the Tri-County Fairgrounds. The entire 
event is FREE, but seating is limited! 
Get your tickets at ICA at 137 S Main 
St. in Bishop before they are gone. 
The 2019 program will conclude with 
a community dinner in Lone Pine on 
May 15th. 

More info: www.inyo.org/communi-
tyreads,  760.873.8014, or stop by Inyo 
Council for the Arts.

Altrusa High Tea
 

On Saturday, March 23. This year's 
theme: Mardi Gras. Venue: Bishop's 
United Methodist Church. Time: 11 
a.m. Tix: $45 and available at Spell-
binder Books. A selection of tea and 
three course luncheon to accompany 
teas.

A silent auction and raffle to win one 
of themed gift baskets. A selection of 
hats to borrow for the day donated by 
Ginny Rude.

The proceeds for this event support 
our literacy and community service 
projects in Inyo and Mono Coun-
ties which have included: Cerro Coso 
Library, Bishop Middle School Library, 
the GED program at the Conservation 
Camp, Teacher Scholarship awards, 
Books and Barn Animals Jamboree, 
Story Telling, Readers Theater, Santa in 
the Park, and more. 

on the 16th.
Elevation: Mammoth. A week of gay-
pride events on and off the mountain. 
Info: Mammothgayskiweek.com

Wednesday, March 13/
Tri-County Fair Board meets on-
site in the Tallman Pavillion. Time: 
5 p.m. Details: info@tricountyfair.
com/760.873.3588.
Mammoth's Planning and Economic 
Development Commission meets. 2 
p.m. Suite Z. Minaret Mall. 
Film screening of "The Quiet Force" as 
part of ESIA's Winter Adventure Series. 
Location: USFS Auditorium. Doors 6 
p.m. Film 7 p.m. Info: esiaonline.org. 
Tix: $15. Subject matter: Hispanic popu-
lations in mountain towns. 

Friday, March 15/
Inyo County Community Reads 2019 
kickoff event. Time: 5-7:30 p.m. Loca-
tion: Tri-County Fairgrounds, Heritage 
Arts bldg. Community dinner, used 
book exchange, prizers, bookmark 
design contest. Tix/info: 760.873.8014 or 
drop by the Inyo Council for the Arts at 
137 So. Main in Bishop. 
MAC Artist Reception for its latest 
show, entitled "In Bloom." Time: 5 
p.m., Location: MAC Gallery inside the 
Minaret Mall. 

Saturday, March 16/
51st Annual Blake Jones Trout Derby. 
Location: Owens River, just below 
Pleasant Valley Resevoir. Win some of 
the $10k in prizes for your catch. Price: 
Adults $20/ Children $10. Register @ 
Bishopvisitor.com/derby-reg/
Sage to Summit/Inyo SAR 5k. Reg-
istration: 8:00 a.m. Race at 9 a.m. $10 
suggested donation. Location: Millpond 
Recreation Area.
Wildcare Eastern Sierra Volunteer 
Orientation. Learn how to volunteer 
to care for injured birds and mammals. 
Free. Time: 1-3 p.m. Location: Wild-
care Center, 800 Keough's Hot Springs 
Road #17B, Bishop. Reservations: 
760.872.1487
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Help Wanted

Sierra Employment Services, Inc. is hiring 
for the following positions:

Housekeepers M $15 to $17
General Laborer M/B $15 to $20

Snow Shovelers M $20 to $22
Class A/B Driver (Hazmat) LV $19 to $28

Master Carpenter M/B $32+ DOE
Concierge M $14

Relief Property Manager M DOE
Front Desk M $14

 Call 760.924.0523 or 760.873.8599
See our full job list online 

www.SierraEmployment.com

   Mammoth Rock & Bowl/Mammoth Rock 
Brasserie has the following positions avail-
able. Bowling Desk Employees, Server, Bar-
tender, Brasserie Hostess. Contact Stephan 
760.709.0559, or Ann Ward ext. 221.  

   
   Holiday Haus Motel and Hostel Now 
Hiring for year round permanent position 
for a Front Desk .Excellent pay DOE.Please 
contact Todd Roberts at 760.934.2414 or 
stop by and see us in person at 3905 Main 
Street in Mammoth Lakes. 

Z-Z-ZIPPERS! Quality work, speedy 
service. Sportswear, parkas, pants, packs & 
duffels. Hems, too! Call 760.873.4499.

               NO CLASS-IFIEDS

  Mammoth/Bishop Domino’s Hiring!
Come work in a fun, fast paced environment! 
We are looking for Pizza Makers, Shift 
Managers, and Drivers!  Hours are typically 
from noon through closing depending on 
the position. This is a high-energy environ-
ment and and we need people who are 
coachable, who can multitask, and who can 
handle pressure. When the RUSH comes, we 
need employees who are prepared to serve 
the customers in the best and most efficient 
way. All applicants must be able to pass a 
background check. And Drivers must have 
a good Motor Vehicle Record with three or 
less tickets in the last 3 years. Apply in store 
at 1339 Rocking W Dr. In the Bishop Plaza, 
same building as RiteAid, or Mammoth 
1394 Meridian across from Vons.  We are the 
newest restaurant in town and everybody 
is hungry! If you think you can handle the 
excitement, WE WANT YOU! 

Mammoth Spa Creations has FT posi-
tion in spa maintenance, offering vacation 
accrual, benefits and paid holidays. Experi-
ence preferred. Some heavy lifting, a clean 
background and clean DMV is required. Call 
760.924.3091 or stop by the store at 1401 
Tavern Rd. in Mammoth  

Help Wanted Help Wanted

    Stellar Brew is hiring! Kitchen staff, baris-
tas, and a baker are needed. Be an integral 
part of the community while working with 
an energetic crew of awesome individuals. 
Pay competitive, many benefits. Hiring for 
year round and seasonal positions. Email 
stellarbrew@gmail.com for all the details!    
     Samurai Restaurant and Bar seek 
Hostess, Kitchen staff, servers, Bartender. 
Apply in person, bring resume, 3-5 p.m., ask 
for Hide (Hee-dey).

Second Chance Thrift Shop seeks bright, 
energetic sales associate. Must be able to lift 
at least 40 lbs. and have some experience 
in a busy retail environment. Apply within. 
Bring resume. 501 Old Mammoth Rd. Info: 
clepre@disabledsportseasternsierra.org. 
    zPizza hiring delivery driver, pizza chef, 
cashier. Hiring PT/FT for all positions. 
Please apply either in-store in Do-It Center 
mall or via email at mammothslices@gmail.
com.
    Mammoth Spa Creations seeks Office/
Sales Associate position, which incl. vaca-
tion accrual, benefits and paid holidays. 
Experience preferred. Some heavy lifting, 
a clean background and clean DMV is 
required. Call 760.924.3091 or stop by the 
store at 1401 Tavern Rd. in Mammoth. 
   Maintenance Position Convict Lake 
Resort is seeking an individual to work year-
round in our Facilities Department per-
forming grounds and building maintenance.
Starting at $16.35/HR. with health, 401(k) 
and other benefits.
Text 760-937-1003 for more information or 
email resume to lcornwell@convictlake.
com.     

   Crowley Lake Fish Camp is looking to hire 
a chef for our summer outdoor restaurant, 
Pelican Point Grill. Come be a part of our 
team and enjoy a relaxed and beautiful work 
atmosphere. Pay starts at $16 per hour and 
the hours are 10am to 3pm Friday through 
Sunday. Please send Abbie an e-mail @ 
crowleylakefishcamp@gmail.com to learn 
more or apply.    
Side Door Cafe and Wine Bar is hiring! 
Kitchen Staff: Cooks, Preps and Dish-
washers; plus Baristas, Back Servers and 
Expeditors. Applicants must be able to work 
weekends and holidays, primarily day shifts 
with some evening shift potential. Please 
apply in person at Side Door in The Village. 
100 Canyon Blvd., STE 229.

    Subway of Mammoth is looking for 
talented and motivated people to join our 
team. We are accepting applications for FT/
PT Sandwich Artists and Management posi-
tions. Apply in-store or at Subway.com.

   We are taking applications for all depart-
ments, both PT and FT. Retail, Repair, Boot, 
Demo, Rental. Apply online or in-store . 
    Full time, year round position working 
five, eight hour shifts per week, including 
weekends and holidays. This position has 
a starting wage of $17.00 an hour; with a 
vehicle, tools and equipment provided. 
Applicants are required to provide a clean 
driving record, have great customer service 
skills and a working knowledge of comput-
ers specifically Google Products. If you are 
interested in joining our team please submit 
your resume to employment@snowcreekre-
sort.com 
    Mammoth Community Water District’s 
Maintenance Department is currently 
recruiting for one permanent Mechanical 
Maintenance Worker I position.For ap-
pication information/To apply: Please see 
the District website http://www.mcwd.dst.
ca.us/employment.html
     East Side Bake Shop is currently hiring
a baker apprentice(s) for immediate training 
and wholesale work. Accepting line cook 
and chef inquiries as well. We hope you 
enjoy quality baked goods, scratch baking/
cooking and hard work as much as we do. 
Call 760.914.2696. Email resume: eastside-
bakeshop@gmail.com  
   Full Time Hospitality Postition Seeking 
responsible, reliable personnel for busy 
rental management company. Excellent 
phone/customer service skills, attention 
to detail required. Previous reservation or 
administration experience required.
Full-time 32-40 hours per week, year-round 
starting immediately. Competitive pay and 
package. Please email resume to
sarah@mammothsierraonline.com    
    Bleu Handcrafted Foods Now Hiring!
Looking for food passionate individuals to 
join our BAKING and CULINARY TEAMS!
Baking Team Shifts start at 7am and Culi-
nary Team shifts start at 10:30am. Based on 
your experience and interests, we will train 
and place you in the right role at Bleu. Great 
wages, benefits and coworkers!
Part Time or Full Time
Send resumes to theresabrocia@yahoo.com 
or call 760-709-6689
      
   Position:Instructional Assistant II/Gen-
eral
   Deadline to apply: Open Until Filled
   Salary:  Range 4 on Classified Salary 
Schedule-$14.04-$17.22/hr.
   Hours: 3.75 hours per day; 10 months per 
year
   Duties: Under the direction of the class-
room teacher, assist in a variety of instruc-
tional activities; supervise students at lunch 
and at recess times as assigned.
   Qualifications: Knowledge of the basic 
concepts of child development; appropriate 
English usage, punctuation, spelling, and 
grammar; basic math concepts. 
   Requirements: Must possess a two-year 
Associate of Arts degree or be able to pass an 
academic skills test. Security clearance man-
dated by CA Ed Code and Dept. of Criminal 
Justice and a Tuberculosis clearance.
 For an application, please contact Terri 
Parks in the District Office, at 760/938-2005 
ext 2424, Mon. through Fri., 8:30 - 11:30 
AM; dosec@bigpineschools.org; or P.O. Box 
908/500 S. Main Street, Big Pine, CA 93513. 
BPUSD is an EOE.
        

Mammoth Taxi is accepting resumes for 
experienceddrivers with great customer 
service and clean driving records. We are 
also looking for office help for the right 
person with great organizational skills 
and customer service background. Please 
inquire with Scottie at 760-914-7433. www.
mammoth-taxi.com.
  Austria Hof Lodge is seeking  full time and 
part time housekeepers. Day shifts available, 
must be able to work weekends. Starting sal-
ary at 15.00 per hour. Apply in person  at 924 
Canyon Blvd or call 760-934-2764 
    Assistant manager needed at La Resi-
dence 4 and 5 condos in Mammoth.
2 days a week maybe more. Work includes: 
lawn care, pool/spa care, snow blowing/
removal on walkways. Pick up application at 
entry to pool/spa on Azimuth St. between Si-
erra Nevada and Meridian. Call 760.934.4990 
for details/to submit application.
    Elixir Superfood & Juice is hiring Kitch-
en Team members and early morning Cold 
Press Juice Operators. We’re looking for 
hard-working individuals with a passion for 
good food & healthy living. Benefits include 
great wages and a fun and energetic work 
environment. Apply in person or online at 
www.enjoyelixir.com/jobs

Reservation Agent - part time;  must 
include weekend shift; up to 20 hours per 
week;  am and pm shifts available. Salary 
$15.00 per hour. Email inquires to employ-
ment@snowcreekresort.com. 
    Smokeyard is hiring for all positions. If 
you have a great attitude, please send inqui-
ries to info@smokeyard.com.  
    Mammoth Shell now hiring Cashier/Stock 
Team Members. Seeking friendly, mature & 
reliable applicants, flexible hours, apply in 
person @ 3011 Main St. Mammoth.
    
  Innkeeper  Gull Lake Lodge June Lake in 
June Lake, CA
is looking to employ 2 person team to help 
operate our motel.
Salary: based on experience
Housing: 1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ment. All utilities paid.
Experience required. Submit resume w/pho-
tos and job references
pm93529@msn.com website www.gulllake-
lodge.com”   
  

For Hire

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Reconcile

Rebecca Buccowich
P.O. Box 393, 206 Crawford Ave. #3
June Lake, Ca. 93529

This business is conducted by an Individual 
The registrant commenced  to transact 
business under the fictitious name or 
names listed above on December 1, 2018.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on Novemberr 1, 
2018     
File Number 18-202
2019-0035 (3/9, 3/16, 3/23, 3/30)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Edwards Flooring

Josh Edwards
P.O. Box 7701, 116 Monterey Pine Rd.
Mammoth Lakes Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by an Individual 
The registrant has not yet begun to trans-
act business under the fictitious business 
name listed herein.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on Jan. 28,2019     
File Number 19-013
2019-0029 (3/2, 3/9, 3/16, 3/23)

current lawsuit).”
The court: “…Section 6.01 of the 1987 

Agreement provides that the Agreement 
shall be recorded and run with the land 
to ‘bind those portions of the Snow-
creek Master Plan not now developed 
with real property improvements.’” 

Meaning, the agreement applied to 
undeveloped Snowcreek properties in 
1987. The agreement applies to all cur-
rent Snowcreek properties whether they 
existed in 1987 or not.

The 1987 Agreement was a contract 
signed by Dempsey, Snowcreek’s 
developer, and Turner Propane, giv-
ing Turner a monopoly on gas in the 
developemnt in exchange for agreed-
upon pricing. The parties have changed 
since 1987. Amerigas has assumed the 
propane operations and the HOA’s have 
assumed Dempsey’s role.

Amerigas argued that Ulich aban-
doned the 1987 Agreement when he 
signed an agreement with Amerigas in 
2013.

But in 2013, Ulich was not aware of 
the 1987 agreement. He became aware 
of it in 2017. 

“There is no evidence that Amerigas 
notified Plainiff that the 2013 contract 
was modifying or replacing the price 
terms of the 1087 Agreement by mutual 
agreement of the parties,” stated the 
court. 

“Basically for us it was a home run,” 
Ulich said. 

When asked about Amerigas’s strat-
egy in arguing these cases, Ulich noted 
that Amerigas does not like the indefi-
nite timeline of the contract.

They didn’t argue about having a 
monopoly.

If the gas company wants to get out of 
the contract they would have to sue ev-
ery name on every title on every prop-
erty in Snowcreek, said Ulich. There are 
600 homeowners.

Justine Staub, Amerigas’s Director 
of Workforce Development, would not 
comment on whether Amerigas would 
repay the Dempsey Dime difference 
to all Snowcreek customers. But said, 
“We also remain committed to amica-
bly resolving any pricing questions or 
disputes with our customers.” 

GAS
continued from page 1
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                               PUBLIC NOTICES 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Mono County Board 
of Supervisors will conduct a public hearing March 19, 
2019, in Suite Z, Minaret Village Mall, 437 Old Mammoth 
Road, Mammoth Lakes, CA (videoconference at Mono 
County Courthouse, 278 Main, 2nd Floor Board Cham-
bers, Bridgeport, CA 93517) to consider the following:

 9:30 a.m. SHORT-TERM RENTAL ACTIVITY PERMIT 
19-001/Fettes for an owner-occupied short-term rental 
use in a detached one-bedroom accessory dwelling 
unit at 149 Mountain View Lane (APN 016-152-009) in 
June Lake and the land use designation is Single-Family 
Residential (SFR). Maximum occupancy is two persons 
and two vehicles. 
The Mono County Planning Commission approved Use 
Permit (UP) 18-015, which is the second of eight available 
permits for this use in the Clark Tract.
 In addition, UP 18-015 restricts short-term rentals to 
summer only (April 16 to Oct. 31), among other condi-
tions. In accordance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act, a categorical exemption (15301 Class 1) is 
being utilized for the proposed permit. 
The project files are available for public review at the 
Community Development Department offices in Bridge-
port and Mammoth Lakes. 

INTERESTED PERSONS may appear before the Board 
of Supervisors to present testimony or, prior to or at the 
hearing, file written correspondence with: Clerk to the 
Board of Supervisors, PO Box 715, Bridgeport, CA 93517. 
If you challenge the proposed action(s) in court, you may 
be limited to raising only those issues you or someone 
else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, 
or in written correspondence delivered to Secretary 
to the Planning Commission at, or prior to, the public 
hearing. 

TS #2019-0034

Notice of Public Hearing

PROJECT NO. CAP 19-002
The Town of Mammoth Lakes will receive sealed bids for 
the work shown on the plans entitled:

MAMMOTH LAKES PARKS FENCE INSTALLATION
In the Town of Mammoth Lakes for The Town of Mam-
moth Lakes, California

Bids will be received at the Office of the Town Clerk of the 
Town of Mammoth Lakes located at:
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite 230, Mammoth Lakes, 
California  93546 until 4:00 PM on Thursday March 21, 
2019 at which time they will be publicly opened and read.
Proposal forms and Contract Documents for this work are 
included in the specifications.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Project includes installation 
of fencing at Shady Rest Park and the Mammoth RecZone 
(Ice Rink) and installation of entry/exit gates at Whitmore 
Pool in Mammoth Lakes, CA.  The engineer’s estimate for 
this project is $30,000. The work includes full compli-
ance with all applicable laws, rules and regulations. The 
work shall be completed within the time set forth in the 
Contract.

Plans and specifications may be obtained for a NONRE-
FUNDABLE FEE as listed below:
Description Plans & Specifications 
(incl. bid forms)
Picked up at the Town Offices $25.00
Shipped UPS, FedEx, or US Mail $75.00

To order the plans and specifications by telephone call 
(760) 965-3650.  Plans and specifications are also available 
on the Town of Mammoth Lakes website at https://www.
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov/bids.aspx. To be listed on 
the Bidder’s List the Contractor should email sshultz@
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov all bidder information 
including project name, name, affiliation, phone number, 
fax number, and email address.

A non-mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held at the 
conference room at the Town Offices on March 14, 2019 
at 3:00 PM, located at 437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite 230, 
Mammoth Lakes, California.
The contractor shall have a valid Class A, B, or C13 Con-
tractor license and a current Business Tax Certificate and 
shall maintain all required licenses throughout the dura-
tion of the Contract. The Contractor shall demonstrate 
his qualifications by having adequate equipment in good 
working order, experience, and ability to perform work.  
The Town will be the sole judge as to the qualifications of 
each bidder.

The Director of Industrial Relations has determined the 
general prevailing rate of per diem wages in the locality 
in which this work is to be performed for each craft or 
type of worker needed to execute the Contract which will 
be awarded to the successful bidder, copies of which are 
on file and will be made available to any interested party 
upon request at Town Hall or online at http://www.dir.
ca.gov/dlsr.  A copy of these rates shall be posted by the 
successful bidder at the job site.  The successful bidder 
and all subcontractor(s) under him, shall comply with all 
applicable Labor Code provisions, which include, but are 
not limited to the payment of not less than the required 
prevailing rates to all workers employed by them in the 
execution of the Contract, the employment of apprentices, 
the hours of labor and the debarment of contractors and 
subcontractors.

Pursuant to Labor Code sections 1725.5 and 1771.1, all 
contractors and subcontractors that wish to bid on, be 
listed in a bid proposal, or enter into a contract to perform 
public work must be registered with the Department of 
Industrial Relations.  No bid will be accepted nor any 
contract entered into without proof of the contractor’s and 
subcontractors’ current registration with the Department 
of Industrial Relations to perform public work.  If awarded 
a Contract, the Bidder and its subcontractors, of any tier, 
shall maintain active registration with the Department of 
Industrial Relations for the duration of the Project.
This Project is subject to compliance monitoring and 
enforcement by the Department of Industrial Relations.  
In bidding on this project, it shall be the Bidder’s sole 
responsibility to evaluate and include the cost of comply-
ing with all labor compliance requirements under this 
contract and applicable law in its bid.

Pursuant to Public Contract Code section 22300, the suc-
cessful bidder may substitute certain securities for funds 
withheld by the Town to ensure performance under the 
Contract.

The Contract will be awarded to the responsible bidder 
submitting the lowest responsive bid on the base bid 
alone.  The Town reserves the right to waive any informal-
ity or irregularity in a bid. The Town of Mammoth Lakes 
reserves the right to reject any and/or all bids, or to utilize 
any alternative procedures authorized by the Public Con-
tract Code Sections 20166 and 20167.  Submission of a bid 
shall be deemed conclusive evidence that the bidder has 
thoroughly examined the plans, specifications and the site 
of all work and the bid takes all costs into account.  Each 
bid shall remain good for a minimum of sixty (60) days 
after bid opening.

Pursuant to Public Contract Code section 3400, if the 
Town has made findings designating certain materials, 
products, things or services by specific brand or trade 
name, such findings and the materials, products, things or 
services will be set forth in the Special Provisions.
Pursuant to Public Contract Code section 7201, the Town 
has made a determination that the project described 
herein is substantially complex, and therefore a retention 
of 5% will be withheld from payment until after the work 
is complete.

Technical questions should be directed to Sierra Shultz 
at the Office of the Director of Public Works, Town of 
Mammoth Lakes, California, by telephone (760) 965-3654 
or email sshultz@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. Oral 
clarifications are non-binding and any changes shall be 
issued by written addenda only.

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, CALIFORNIA
Jamie Gray, TOWN CLERK
DATED:  March 1, 2019                                      

                                                                                       TS #2019-0028

Notice of Public Auction
On Monday, March 25, 2019 at 1:00 PM, a public auction 
will be held on the courthouse steps of the
Mono County Superior Court, Bridgeport, California. 

The following vacant lot real properties will be sold
individually at auction to the highest bidder subject to 
confirmation by the Superior Court of Mono County.

Mono County assessors parcel number 002-430-025 2.5 
acres plus or minus.

Mono County assessors parcel number 002-430-047 2.5 
acres plus or minus. 

Terms will be cash or check with a 10%
deposit at the time of sale. A copy of the title report is 
available by contacting the undersigned.

R. Michael Wright
Referee for Mono County Superior Court
21 Theall St
Sonora, Ca 95370 
209-532-0628

TS #2019-0033

Notice Inviting Bids Notice of Vacancy
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a vacancy in an unex-
pired term exists on the Planning and Economic Devel-
opment Commission due to a resignation.  The term of 
appointment will expire on July 31, 2020.
The Planning and Economic Development Commis-
sion meetings are scheduled for 2:00 p.m. on the second 
Wednesday of each month.

Interested parties should file an application with the 
Town Clerk on or before Monday, March 11, 2019 at 5:00 
p.m.  

Application forms (“Application for Public Appoint-
ment”) may be obtained from the Town’s website, www.
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov;  Town Clerk at the Town 
Offices, Minaret Village Shopping Center; by writing to 
P.O. Box 1609, Mammoth Lakes, CA  93546, 
Attention:  Town Clerk; or by phoning 965-3602.

Dated:  February 19, 2019
Jamie Gray, Town Clerk 

TS #2019-0024

PROJECT NO. CAP19-003
The Town of Mammoth Lakes will receive sealed bids for 
the work shown on the plans entitled:

SOUTH MAIN RETAINING WALL
In the Town of Mammoth Lakes for
The Town of Mammoth Lakes, California
Bids will be received at the Office of the Town Clerk of the 
Town of Mammoth Lakes located at:
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite 230,Mammoth Lakes, 
California  93546
until 2:30PM Thursday March 21, 2019 at which time they 
will be publicly opened and read.
Proposal forms and Contract Documents for this work 
are included in the specifications.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: This Project will provide a 
retaining wall along the South Frontage Road near 3163 
Main Street as part of the first phase of the South Main 
Street sidewalk improvements. The retaining wall will 
provide backup clearance for proposed parking stalls 
along the South Frontage Road.
The engineers estimate for this project is between $43,000 
and $53,000.  The work includes full compliance with all 
applicable laws, rules and regulations.  The work shall be 
completed within the time set forth in the Contract.

Plans and specifications may be obtained for a NONRE-
FUNDABLE FEE as listed below:
Description Plans & Specifications 
(incl. bid forms)
Picked up at the Town Offices $25.00
Shipped UPS, FedEx, or US Mail $75.00
Internet Download Free

To order the plans and specifications by telephone call 
(760) 965-3650.  Plans and specifications are also avail-
able on the Town of Mammoth Lakes website at http://
www.ci.mammoth-lakes.ca.us/bids.aspx. To be listed on 
the Bidders List the Contractor should email jshedden@
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov all bidder information 
including project name, name, affiliation, phone number, 
fax number, and email address.

A non-mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held at the 
conference room at the Town Offices on March 13, 2019 
at 10:00AM, located at 437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite 
230, Mammoth Lakes, California.
The contractor shall have a valid Class A Contractor 
license and a current Business Tax Certificate and shall 
maintain all required licenses throughout the duration 
of the Contract. The Contractor shall demonstrate his 
qualifications by having adequate equipment in good 
working order, experience, and ability to perform work.  
The Town will be the sole judge as to the qualifications of 
each bidder.

Each bid must be accompanied by a certified or cashier’s 
check payable to the order of the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes, or by a bid bond in the sum of not less than 10% of 
the total amount of the bid, as a guarantee that the bidder 
will enter into the proposed contract if it be awarded 
him/her.  A labor and materials bond and faithful perfor-
mance bond each equal to 100% of the bid are required 
to be provided by the awarded contractor.  All bonds 
shall be executed by an admitted surety insurer meeting 
the requirements of California Code of Civil Procedure 
Section 995.120.

The Director of Industrial Relations has determined the 
general prevailing rate of per diem wages in the locality 
in which this work is to be performed for each craft or 
type of worker needed to execute the Contract which will 
be awarded to the successful bidder, copies of which are 
on file and will be made available to any interested party 
upon request at Town Hall or online at http://www.dir.
ca.gov/dlsr.  A copy of these rates shall be posted by the 
successful bidder at the job site.  The successful bidder 
and all subcontractor(s) under him, shall comply with all 
applicable Labor Code provisions, which include, but are 
not limited to the payment of not less than the required 
prevailing rates to all workers employed by them in the 
execution of the Contract, the employment of appren-
tices, the hours of labor and the debarment of contractors 
and subcontractors.

Pursuant to Labor Code sections 1725.5 and 1771.1, 
all contractors and subcontractors that wish to bid on, 
be listed in a bid proposal, or enter into a contract to 
perform public work must be registered with the Depart-
ment of Industrial Relations.  No bid will be accepted nor 
any contract entered into without proof of the contrac-
tor’s and subcontractors’ current registration with the De-
partment of Industrial Relations to perform public work.  
If awarded a Contract, the Bidder and its subcontractors, 
of any tier, shall maintain active registration with the 
Department of Industrial Relations for the duration of the 
Project. This Project is subject to compliance monitoring 
and enforcement by the Department of Industrial Rela-
tions.  In bidding on this project, it shall be the Bidder’s 
sole responsibility to evaluate and include the cost of 
complying with all labor compliance requirements under 
this contract and applicable law in its bid.

Pursuant to Public Contract Code section 22300, the suc-
cessful bidder may substitute certain securities for funds 
withheld by the Town to ensure performance under the 
Contract. The Contract will be awarded to the responsible 
bidder submitting the lowest responsive bid on the base 
bid alone.  The Town reserves the right to waive any in-
formality or irregularity in a bid. The Town of Mammoth 
Lakes reserves the right to reject any and/or all bids, or to 
utilize any alternative procedures authorized by the Pub-
lic Contract Code Sections 20166 and 20167.  Submission 
of a bid shall be deemed conclusive evidence that the 
bidder has thoroughly examined the plans, specifications 
and the site of all work and the bid takes all costs into 
account.  Each bid shall remain good for a minimum of 
sixty (60) days after bid opening.

Technical questions should be directed to Jennifer 
Shedden, PE at the Office of the Director of Public Works, 
Town of Mammoth Lakes, California, by telephone (760) 
965-3653 or email jshedden@townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov. Oral clarifications are non-binding and any 
changes shall be issued by written addenda only.

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, CALIFORNIA
Jamie Gray, TOWN CLERK
DATED:  March 2, 2019                                
                                                                                       TS #2019-0030

Notice Inviting Bids

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, March 
13, 2019, beginning at 2:00 p.m. and continuing until 
finished, at the Town Council Chambers, Suite Z within 
the Minaret Village Shopping Center, 437 Old Mammoth 
Road the Mammoth Lakes Planning & Economic Devel-
opment Commission will hear an application request for 
the following:

Application Request: Use Permit 16-004(A), an amend-
ment to Use Permit (UPA) 16-004, to modify the original 
Use Permit approval to permit commercial cannabis 
manufacturing operations, and permit an expansion of 
the use into an adjacent unit within the same building. 
The existing Use Permit limits the cannabis manufactur-
ing operations to exclusively produce cannabis products 
for medicinal purposes. The proposed manufacturing 
operations will extract cannabis oil via CO2 extraction 
methods and manufacture edible cannabis products for 
adult-use and medicinal purposes. The Use Permit ap-
plication proposes to expand the existing use to occupy 
both units A and B, where the use is currently permitted 
to occupy unit A at 312 Commerce Drive.  

CEQA Determination: This project is considered exempt 
from the provisions of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA), Section 15301 (Existing Facilities).

Location: 312 Commerce Drive, Units A & B (APN: 037-
200-053-000)

Zoning: Industrial (I)

Proponent: Peter Sheldon, Plant 2 Products, Inc.

All persons having an interest in the proposed ap-
plication request may appear before the Planning & 
Economic Development Commission either in person or 
represented by counsel and present testimony or may, 
prior to said hearing, file with the Executive Secretary 
written correspondence pertaining thereto. Pursuant 
to Government Code Section 65009(b), if this matter is 
subsequently challenged in court, the challenge may be 
limited to only those issues raised at the public hearing 
described in this notice or in written correspondence 
delivered to the Town of Mammoth Lakes at, or prior 
to, the public hearing. For additional information, or to 
obtain a copy of the staff report which will be published 
no later than March 8, 2019, contact Kimberly Cooke, 
Assistant Planner, at (760) 965-3638. Facsimiles may be 
sent to (760) 934-7493 or email at: kcooke@townofmam-
mothlakes.ca.gov.

Mammoth Lakes Planning & Economic Development 
Commission
P.O. Box 1609
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

TS #2019-0031

AUDIT SERVICES REQUESTED

First 5 Mono County, located in Mammoth Lakes, CA, is 
requesting proposals for financial and compliance audits 
for fiscal years ending June 30, 2019, 2020, and 2021. 

The annual audit is mandated in Section 130140 of the 
California Health & Safety Code and will include a full 
review of First 5’s compliance to State statutes governing 
the Children and Families Trust Fund. 

Contact Executive Director Molly DesBaillets for full RFP: 
mdesbaillets@monocoe.org, 760-924-7626. Applications 
due April 15th, 2019 by 5:00 pm.

 TS #2019-0026

Request for Proposals
Notice of Public Hearing

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Mono County Plan-
ning Commission will conduct public hearings March 
21, 2019, in the Board of Supervisors Chambers, Mono 
County Courthouse, Bridgeport, CA (videoconference at 
Town/County Conference Room, Minaret Village Mall, 
Mammoth Lakes, CA) to consider the following: 

10:10 a.m. CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 18-012/Moore 
for short-term, commercial lodging rental use of a 
detached four-unit structure at 264 Highway 182 (APN 
008-213-011) in Bridgeport. The land use designation is 
Mixed Use (MU). Each unit contains two bedrooms, and 
eight parking spaces are provided. In accordance with the 
California Environmental Quality Act, a Notice of Exemp-
tion will be filed. The project files are available for public 
review at the Community Development Department 
offices in Bridgeport and Mammoth Lakes. 

10:30 a.m. CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 18-016/
Thompson for an owner-occupied short-term rental 
use involving one bedroom in an existing Single-Family 
Residential (SFR) house with a total of three-bedrooms 
at 1613 Eastside Lane (APN 002-130-047) in Coleville. 
The land use designation is Rural Residential (RR), and 
maximum occupancy shall be limited to two persons 
and two vehicles. In accordance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act, a Notice of Exemption will 
be filed. The project files are available for public review 
at the Community Development Department offices in 
Bridgeport and Mammoth Lakes. 

10:50 a.m. ROAD NAME CHANGE/June Lake: Consider 
officially renaming portion of Brenner St. south of Knoll 
Ave. in June Lake to “Raymond Ave.” The south portion of 
Brenner St. is an unimproved dirt road with a 25-foot-
wide right of way created in 1924 by the Silver Lakes 
Pines No. 1  Subdivision Map and connects to the eastern 
portion of Raymond Ave. A map is available at Mono 
County offices in Bridgeport or Mammoth Lakes. The 
unconstructed western portion of Raymond Ave. is also 
being considered for a Summary Road Vacation so that 
Raymond Ave. does not branch in three directions. Maps 
and additional information: Mono County Department 
of Public Works, PO Box 457, Bridgeport, CA 93517 or 
phone 760.932.5440.

 INTERESTED PERSONS may appear before the Planning 
Commission to present testimony or, prior to or at the 
hearing, file written correspondence with: Secretary to 
the Planning Commission, PO Box 347, Mammoth Lakes, 
CA 93546.
 
If you challenge the proposed action(s) in court, you may 
be limited to raising only those issues you or someone 
else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, 
or in written correspondence delivered to Secretary 
to the Planning Commission at, or prior to, the public 
hearing.

                                                                                       TS #2019-0036

Notice of Public Hearing

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Eastern Sierra Garage Door

Mathew Riggs
P.O. Box 3414, 165 Old Mammoth Rd. #7
Mammoth Lakes Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by an Individual 
The registrant has not yet begun to trans-
act business under the fictitious business 
name listed herein.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on Nov. 07,2018     
File Number 18-189
2019-0032 (3/2, 3/9, 3/16, 3/23)
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Tim Bluhm will play T-Bar on Saturday
By Benham

Tim Bluhm

...The Gambler came on 

the radio. Everyone knows 

that song. Even if you don’t 

think you know it, you do. 

”

“

-Tim Bluhm

On Saturday March 9, Tim Bluhm 
will play T-Bar Social Club in 
June Lake.

Bluhm (pronounced Bloom), who 
will be performing solo on Friday, is a 
co-founder and still the frontman of The 
Mother Hips. The group formed while 
Bluhm attended Chico State in the early 
‘90s. They still tour. When The Sheet 
called Bluhm on Tuesday, he had just 
returned from an east coast swing with 
the group.

It’ll be Bluhm’s first show in June 
Lake, but far from his first time to the 
area. He grew up in Manhattan Beach 
and in the 1970’s, his family came to 
Mammoth to ski. In 1980, they bought a 
cabin above Gull Lake on the Loop. The 
Bluhms spent summers in June, during 
which Tim fished, hiked, paddled, and 
worked. He was the boat boy at Big 
Rock Marina, the box boy at June Lake 
General Store, a boat boy at Silver Lake 
Marina and a dishwasher at the Silver 
Lake Cafe. 

“It’s kind of my second home,” he 
said.

Growing up he listened to Buddy 
Holly, Little Richard, The Beach Boys, 
Weird Al Yankovic and Stray Cats.

His parents preference: “The stuff ev-
eryone probably listened to in the early 
70’s,” he said.

Acts like Leon Russell, Carney, Paul 
McCartney, Ram, Barbara Streisand and 
Kenny Rogers.

“I think I sort of unknowingly had this 

retro thing going on,” he said. He sang 
in a church choir, took piano lessons, 
and played the drums for his brother’s 
high school band. He didn’t start on 
the guitar until after high school. After 
graduating high school, he spent a year 
rock climbing around the West.

“I was getting interested in guitar 
playing and girls and I figured that I 
should probably go to a college,” Bluhm 
said. He realized he could and would 
play the guitar when he listened to Neil 
Young’s “Everybody Knows This Is No-
where” (1969).

He explained his epiphany like this: 
Bluhm: I thought that, “you know 

what that sounds easy. I think I can do 
that.”

The Sheet: And was it easy?
Bluhm: It was pretty easy. 
[He laughed.]
Bluhm: I mean it’s not easy to come 

across as Neil Young comes across. I’m 
not marginalizing his talents or his style 
in any way. But compared to a lot of 
other types of guitar playing it’s pretty 
easy. But it’s hard to make it hit you the 
right way.

Bluhm enrolled at Chico State where 
he spent his free time playing guitar

“I learned pretty quickly once I set my 
mind to it.” 

The Mother Hips formed. He stayed 
in Chico for seven years, then moved to 
the Bay Area, where he has been based 
since. 

In 2005, Bluhm released his third solo 
album, “California Way”. On his track 
“Transplant Song” he talks about mov-
ing to northern California:

“I am moving away from the place I 
am from / because I don’t like to stay 
where I don’t fit in / It’s my birthright 
to stay but I’m leaving anyway / north 
country take me in.” 

In 2015, while speed-flying, a combi-
nation of parachuting and paragliding, 
he hit a tree at 35 miles per hour. His 
pelvis shattered. His right foot almost 
came off. The next two years he spent 
recovering and started touring again in 
May 2018.

“I was pretty messed up,” Bluhm 
said. “I had to forfeit my involvement in 
everything and just focus on my health. 
It’s a pretty uncom-
fortable thing to 
have to do. You real-
ize pretty quickly 
that the world is 
just going to keep 
on going without 
me. No one’s really 
going to miss me 
too much. People 
will wish you well 
of course. They’ll do 
generous things and 
spend time with 
you, but the bottom 
line is that the world 
moves on.” 

That feeling of being left out humbled 
him. He appreciates being able to tour, 
to ski and bike again. 

His latest project, a solo album titled 
“Sorta Surviving”, is scheduled for re-
lease on March 29.

It’s a country album recorded at 
Johnny Cash’s The Cash Cabin Studio 
in Hendersonville, Tennessee. Dave 
Schools of Widespread Panic produced 
the album. Bluhm is accompanied by 
Jesse Aycock with vocals and guitar, 
Jason Crosby on piano and organ, Gene 
Chrisman on drums and David Roe on 
bass. 

He’s become transfixed by old coun-
try music. He praised Merle Haggard. 
But if he had to find his moment of 
epiphany it was listening to Kenny Rog-
ers, a childhood favorite.

“I was driving around San Francisco 
and somehow or the other Kenny Rog-
er’s “The Gambler” came on the radio. 

Everyone knows that song. Even if you 
don’t think you know it you do.” 

 “You’ve got to know when to hold 
‘em / Know when to fold ‘em…”

Yeah, you remember. The song that 
lingers. Forget about it, but it’s still 
there. It’s the bat in the back of a cave. It 
flies when night falls.

“It sort of transcends country,” Bluhm 
said.

“Even a kid in suburban Los Angeles 
knew every word to that song.” 

He released a single from the album. 
A track titled “Where I Parked My 
Mind.”

The Bakersfield Sound’s twang is 
prevalent as well as Bluhm’s humor.

“It all starts out innocently enough; 
/ a beer to wash my sandwich down 

when I break for 
lunch. / But one or 
two turns into three 
or four. / Before my 
jukebox song gets 
played I can’t find 
the door.” 

That’s the open-
ing verse. It’s a 
melancholy “Dude 
Where’s My Car?”. 
It invites a chuckle 
and warns of de-
spair.

Tim’s solo shows 
are quiet. Go pre-

pared to listen. Get lost in the story or 
his guitar. 

“I’m really stoked to finally play in 
June Lake.” But he’s also stoked to ski. 

The Sheet: Can you describe to me 
the ski run of your dreams.

Tim: Let’s see some nicely spaced 
trees. 35 degrees. 34 degrees. I don’t 
know. I don’t really care. But consistent 
nice knee-deep light snow. A little snow 
falling maybe. No tracks obviously. 
Maybe one other person around.

The Sheet: And how many feet?
Tim: How many vertical? It depends if 

we have a helicopter, ski lift or skins.
The Sheet: Helicopter.
Tim: Then, how many vertical you 

got…Let’s go with 2,500. One shot.
The show starts at 9 p.m. Tickets are 

available at tbarsocialclub.com for $15.
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By Gorman

“Orr was crazy and could be ground-
ed. All he had to do was ask; and as 
soon as he did, he would no longer 

be crazy and would have to fly more 
missions. Orr would be crazy to fly more 
missions and sane if he didn’t, but if 
he was sane he had to fly them. If he 
flew them he was crazy and didn’t have 
to, but if he didn’t want to he was sane 
and had to. Yossarian was moved very 
deeply by the absolute simplicity of this 
clause of Catch-22 and let out a respect-
ful whistle.”

The logic of the novel Catch-22 is wild 
and thoroughly sound, like the logic of 
sending an 18-year-old to Italy to die for 
Democracy.   

It follows dozens of characters living 
on and off an Air Force base on the Ital-
ian island of Pianosa toward the end of 
World War II. 

Early on, the story is dizzying. It 
bounces between descriptions of 
foolhardy, self-contradicting, frustrated 
men and women. Each character is 
tragically flawed. There are men like 
Doc Daneeka, who has no sympathy 
for his patients because he can’t get 
over his own hardships, or Major Major 
Major Major, whose name causes a bug 
in an IBM machine to rush him up the 
ranks of the armed forces, but whose 
realization that leadership is arbitrary 
causes him to avoid contact with his 
soldiers at all costs.

The heroes are the few, war-weary 
men who are sane enough to real-
ize that the war is making them crazy. 
They’ve flown over forty missions, more 
than enough to be sent home, but the 
frail ego of their Colonel causes him to 
continually raise the number of mis-
sions they must fly in an attempt to 
impress his disinterested higher-ups. 

The plot becomes more digestible as 
the character list diminishes with each 
man who dies, which they all must do. 
They must die because if they don’t die, 
then someone else will simply have to 

die in their place, and that won’t do 
any good anyway because they’ll just 
die during the next mission. Ironically, 
none of them die at the hands of the 
enemy. They die in their sleep, disap-
pear, or simply kill each other and 
themselves.

The only sane man to survive combat 
is a bombardier named Yossarian who 
pledges to live forever even if he dies in 
the attempt. Yossarian is crazy. Every 
small threat to his life throws him into a 
murderous rage. He marches backwards 
so that he can spot potential assassins. 
He strangles a pilot mid-air to prevent 
him from flying into danger. He would 
let any man die in his place, and when 
asked what would happen if every man 
felt that way, he says, “Then I would be a 
fool to feel any differently.”

Catch-22 is as potent an anti-war 
novel as has ever been written. It’s the 
World War II version of Johnny Got His 
Gun, but with legs and arms and faces. 

The reviews on the front of my copy 
say things like, “outrageously funny,” 
and, “full of belly laughs.” I disagree. 
The book is heavy with irony, and the 
writing is whip-crack smart, but most 
of the humor doesn’t land. I’m not sure 
it was intended to. The irony only made 
me squirm.  

Anything can be funny. Any trauma 
can be a joke if held at an arm’s length 
and angled correctly. Catch-22 takes the 
traumas of war and lends them a degree 
of separation from reality by making 
them absurd, but absurdity is not strong 
enough to pull these traumas clear of 
their reality. War is absurd. Making it 
more absurd only makes it more des-
perate, futile, and sad. 

The absurdity of the camp was symp-
tomatic of its trauma.

For instance, Yossarian receives 
a medal naked. The scene would be 
funny, but for the reason he’s naked. He 
swears to never wear a uniform again 
after his is covered in the blood of a 
young man who dies in his arms. His 

TO HELLER AND BACK
inappropriately timed nakedness is a 
product of his anguish, and I could not 
disassociate the two enough to laugh.

The heroes march to their inevitable 
death at the recursive orders of their 
stupid, self-involved commanding of-
ficers. It is frustrating to watch. When 
they die, you miss them and wish they 
hadn’t. If they live, it is only because 
they are wise enough to be cowards.

One of the few ways they exert power 
is through sex. Men in this book are 
constantly hungry for sex, but the sex is 
violent and destructive. They fall madly 
in love with prostitutes and nurses, rape 
them, cry over them, and kill them.

Sexual violence is another symptom 
of their stress, a vain attempt by the 
helpless to dominate the powerless.

The term post-traumatic stress disor-
der [PTSD] was not used until after the 
Vietnam War. Though he didn’t have 
the same term for it when he wrote 
Catch-22 in 1955, Heller describes the 
psychological disorder with grit and 
grace. In fact, Heller’s writing on all 
fronts is as current today as it was 65 
years ago. 

Every symptom that psychologists 
have associated with PTSD is docu-
mented with graphic detail through the 

characters of Catch-22: depression, agi-
tation, hostility, self-destructive tenden-
cies, domestic abuse. 

I choked on any laugh that came at 
the expense of these haunted men. 
What would be funny was simply sad.
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THERE’S NEVER BEEN A BETTER TIME TO EXPLORE CREEKHOUSE
New Luxury Residences Minutes from Mammoth Mountain.

3-4 BEDROOMS • UP TO 2,742 SQ. FT. • SALES 877-766-9275 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM

A NEW
HOME 

FOR 
FAMILY

FUN
CREEKHOUSE WELCOMES 14 NEW 

FAMILIES TO THIS YEAR’S 
WINTER SEASON.
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