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JUNE SAD ABOUT JUNE

“Stuntman” Wilbrecht returns to run Mono County?

June Mountain closed last 
Sunday, April 7. Last year, 
the mountain closed April 8.

In the past Mammoth 
Mountain Ski Area (MMSA) 
has closed the mountain on or 
around Easter Weekend.

Easter comes late this year—
on April 21. Last year, Easter 
landed on April 1.

MMSA is not closing because 
its special use permit with the 
U.S. Forest Service set April 7 as 
the last day of the season.

Section III.B. titled Period of 
Use stipulates that MMSA use 
the land for a minimum of 100 
days per season. “Failure of the 
holder to exercise this mini-
mum use may result in revoca-
tion of this permit under clause 
VII.A.” (Clause VII.A. states that 
the National forest can revoke 
or suspend the permit “for 
noncompliance with the terms 
and conditions of this permit.”)

Deb Schweitzer, Public Af-
fairs Officer for Inyo National 
Forest, told The Sheet “Our 
permit authorizes use on forest 
service lands consistent with 

Steve Klassen executed a 
revolution on March 23.

When the 54-year-old 
snowboarder leapt off a cliff at 
the top of the Bec Des Rosses, 
in the culminating competi-
tion of the Freeride World Tour, 
Klassen forced onlookers to 
redefine the limits that they 
associate with age. His jump 
pushed at the margins of hu-
man endeavor.

Hanging there, in the air 
above Verbier, Switzerland, 
Klassen stripped some mean-
ing from the word “old.”

Klassen wanted to discuss 
his trip to Verbier at his office 
in Wave Rave surrounded by 
some of the employees that 
took the trip with him. Klas-
sen goes to Verbier every year, 
though he hasn’t competed in 
years. His employees can earn 
points throughout the year that 
give them the chance to come 
along. Alex Carlson earned his 
ticket by being the top sales-
man at Wave Rave. Marcus 
Cassidy got his spot on the trip 
by winning a competition in see KLASSEN, page 8

the Hemlocks on Mammoth 
Mountain. Also hanging in 
Klassen’s office were Devin 
Tubbs and Joaquin Sahagun.

Klassen wanted to meet 
this way because, he said, “I 
couldn’t have done it without 
these guys, and that is the real 
truth to this whole thing.”

These bearded, tattooed guys 
are Klassen’s employees, but 
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they are also his friends, his 
fans. He is clearly the mentor.

Klassen has long hair and 
a cool southern Californian 
steadiness on the surface. 
He speaks passionately and 
sentimentally, but his voice 
stays slack. His electric seren-
ity gives him the energy of a 
snowboarding sage. He seems 

the US Forest Service mis-
sion (safety, resources issues, 
experience, etc.), but does not 
oversee the permittee’s busi-
ness model. Again, that is true 
if it’s a ski resort or an outfitter/
guide or any other business 
that operates on the forest that 
provides a service to visitors.” 

This season, June Mountain 
opened on December 15, put-
ting the total number of days 
for the season at 117. 

On Monday, April 1, the 
June Lake Loop Chamber of 
Commerce (JLLCOC) met with 
MMSA to try and convince it 
to keep the mountain open 
longer. MMSA did not agree to 
the chamber’s suggestions.

According to a chamber 
recap of the meeting, Julie 
Brown, Senior Director of June 
Mountain, explained that less 
skiers visit in April than other 
months. 

MMSA Chief Operating Of-
ficer Mark Brownlie told The 
Sheet that the closure is based 
on historical data. In 2010-

SUPER DAVE

June Lake community bemoans April 7 closure
By Benham

see JUNE , page 17

The Mammoth Lakes Chamber of Commerce celebrated As-
cent Supply Co.’s ribbon cutting at its new store last month. 
Pictured in back is Mammoth Town Councilmember Lynda 
Salweedo.

OH, BEHAVE!

Fourteen people from Hong Kong visited the Mono County Behavioral Health on Wednesday to learn 
about of strengths model of case management. Front Row (left to right): Matthew Blankers, Stephan 
Wong, Colin Su, Iris Lo, Sannie Li, Winnie Yuen, Jerry Wan, Samson Tse, Jo Fung.Back Row (left to 
right): Elaine Lee, Oi-Ying Siu, Eppie Wan, Tim Toppass, Gail Zwier, Andres Villalpando, Rick Goscha , 
Salvador Montanez , Bun Lam, Cat Lee, Ming Liu, Stacy Corless

Steve Klassen turns back the clock at the Freeride World Tour finale

Klassen holds court at his upstairs office in Wave Rave. From left: 
Klassen, Marcus Cassidy, Joaquin Sahagun, Devin Tubbs, Alex 
Carlson.

As Earth spins, so does 
the carousel of local gov-
ernment administrators. 

On Wednesday, April 11, the 
Mono County Board of Super-
visors hired Dave Wilbrecht as 
interim County Administrative 
Officer.

Wilbrecht was Mono County 
CAO from 2003-2011 and Town 
of Mammoth Lakes Town 
Manager from 2011-2013. In 
2013, he was forced to resign 
for unknown reasons.

He replaces current CAO 
Leslie Chapman who’s headed 
to Inyo County to become as-
sistant CAO.

Wilbrecht will receive 

Chapman’s salary without its 
benefits because he already 
receives a pension. 

In 2012, the Mammoth Times 
named Wilbrecht “Person-of-
the-Year.” That proved a jinx. 
He was gone months later.

The Times quoted Council-
man Rick Wood about Wil-
brecht. “He has the ability to 
see beyond the horizon. He can 
see a larger picture than most 
of us can see, and that, along 
with his steady hand, is what 
we’ve needed.”

The county through a recruit-
ment company will continue 
to look for a long-term replace-
ment.
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It’s not often one gets to break bread with a former U.S. Senator, but The Sheet 
caught up with Sen. Rudy Boschwitz (R-Minn.) and his wife of 63 years, Ellen, at 
Bishop Country Club’s 19th Hole Bar and Grill on Wednesday.

Boschwitz served in the U.S. Senate from 1978-1991. He was later appointed in 
2005 by George W. Bush as U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Commission 
on Human Rights. 

Boschwitz spent Tuesday evening at Furnace Creek and was headed to Napa to 
attend a wedding this weekend. 

When he arrived, he spread a whole bunch of highway maps on the table, 
which I found endearing. 

Former Senator Majority Leader and Republican Presidential nominee Bob 
Dole used to refer to Boschwitz as his favorite fellow senator, because Boschwitz 
was not born in the United States, and therefore not eligible to run for President. 

That made him just about the only senator Dole could trust, since Boschwitz 
didn’t and couldn’t have greater political aspirations. 

Boschwitz was born in Berlin, Germany in 1930. His family fled Nazi Germany 
in the summer of 1933, ultimately settling in New York state. 

Though he obtained a law degree from New York University, Boschwitz made 
his mark as an entrepreneur, founding the Plywood Minnesota company in Min-
neapolis (he had initially headed west to join his brother in Wisconsin). Within 
15 years, the company had 68 warehouse stores in eight states. 

When I asked Boschwitz about the partisanship and lack of civility these days 
in Washington, Boschwitz advised to not spend too much time worrying about it. 

Partisanship is cyclical in nature, he said. And he predicted a leader (or lead-
ers) would come along who would break the cycle. 

Which is a very similar philosophy to that of my father. Not a huge surprise 
since they were born two days apart, and my father is a Minneapolis native. 

About the only investing advice my father ever gave was this: Look for beaten-
down companies with a solid core business. Eventually, some smart guy or gal 
will come along and turn it around. 

Is it so far off-base to characterize America as a beaten-down company with a 
solid core business? 

Boschwitz just hopes Americans will turn away from the siren call of socialists 
cropping up these days to fill the void. 

Boschwitz is a huge believer in America. In fact, there’s a lecture he gave posted 
from last March at Saint John’s University in Collegeville, Minn. titled “Magnifi-
cent America.” 

And what’s great is that his wife handles the PowerPoint slides while he lec-
tures. He calls her “Mom.” They had four sons, though the eldest, Gerry, died last 

LET ‘EM UP EASY

December at the age of 60. 
In his lecture, which has a total of 44 Youtube views (It should have a million 

and forty-four. Such a simple and elegant history lesson), Sen. Boschwitz refer-
ences President Lincoln’s advice to General Godfrey Weitzel, who asked for 
advice on how to treat the citizens of recently captured Richmond, Virginia. 

And Lincoln’s reply was to “Let ‘em up easy.” 
And Boschwitz also referenced Churchill’s admonition to be magnanimous in 

victory. 
He calls the Marshall Plan adopted after World War II “one of history’s most 

unselfish acts” and credits the long peace since (74 years without a war fought 
between major powers) to America’s commitment to rebuild friend and foe alike. 
In today’s dollars, America’s Marshall Plan investment would be $250 billion, 
says Boschwitz. 

Sen. Boschwitz remains as disarmingly unpretentious as ever. As President 
Reagan once remarked, “Rudy’s the man who made the flannel shirt famous in 
Washington.” 

What does Rudy Boschwitz think of President Trump? He said he liked a lot 
of the things the President was doing (particularly the President’s recognition of 
Israel’s claim to the Golan Heights, captured during the Six Day War of 1967) and 
tiptoed around the rest. 

That was probably the most interesting position Boschwitz took during our 
lunch. 

On the one hand, there’s the “Let ‘Em Up Easy” philosophy he espoused. On 
the other hand, this was his take on the Golan Heights: “Aggressors can’t be re-
stored to pre-aggression [territorial] lines.” Which I took to mean, picking a losing 
fight should at least leave one with a bloody nose. 

GET THE BEST DEAL ON NEXT SEASON'S PASS 
& USE IT THE REST OF THIS SPRING

Save big on your 19/20 Tamarack Cross-Country Season Pass and start exploring 
over 19 miles (30km) of our scenic wilderness on Nordic skis today. Dial in the 
lowest prices – only $299 for adults, $229 for youth and seniors and $50 for 
kids 12 and under. Prices go up June 17.

19/20 Ikon Pass holders call 800.MAMMOTH for even more savings.

Ellen and Sen. Rudy Boschwitz
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SMART DESIGN,  
HIGH STANDARDS  
WHILE DIALING 
DOWN THE COST.
From forward-thinking Yotel—who value 
technology, innovation and a great social  
vibe as much as you do.

Perfectly formed homes come with 
everything you need and nothing you don’t. 
Featuring a restaurant, bar, fireplace lounge, 
pool deck, work-out room, dog park, games 
room, table tennis, and bocce. You may never 
want to leave.

156 PADs (condos) from the $300s* + 21 
DOMOs (townhomes) at Main and Minaret

*whole ownership
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HIRE A CAO BEFORE YOU END UP WITH AN ELT 
Mono supes discusses the CAO position 

NEVER ALONE
How Spiritual Ideas Work in Us

MelanieW ahlberg, CS, 
is a Christian Science 

Practitioner who assists patients 
with spiritual healing. As a 

former college professor with a 
Ph.D in Mathematics, she brings 

a scientific and insightful 
approach to Bible-based  

Christian healing.  Melanie is a 
member of the Christian Science 

Board of Lectureship.

Learn how you can feel God’s presence
in tangible and healing ways at this free talk.

April 14th, 2019 at 3:00 p.m.
Christian Science Church

2956 West Line Street, Bishop

Everyone is Welcome!  Sponsored by
the First Church of Christ, Scientist in Bishop

For more information, Call 760-873-6509 - childcare provided

THIS 

SUNDAY 

3PM!

On Tuesday, April 9, Mono 
County Board of Supervisors 
met.

A new California Highway Patrol 
(CHP) officer was introduced: Com-
mander Chuck Mairs. He’s a journey-
man. He grew up in Independence 
but has worked for CHP in Altadena, 
Death Valley, Bishop, Hollister-Gilroy, 
Monterrey, King City, ran the canine 
program at Central Division Head-
quarters in San Luis Obispo, worked 
on the lottery for a few months, then 
the Highway Patrol Academy in Sacra-
mento. 

“I’m very happy to back here on the 
eastern side of the Sierras,” Mairs told 
the board. 

He added. “I was almost going to be 
late. A Corvette blew past me at almost 
90 mph while I was coming to work.” 

The meeting turned to discussion 
of the County Administrative Officer 
(CAO). County Counsel Stacey Simon 
talked through the history of the CAO 
position. Mono County added its first 
CAO in 1983. Before that, department 
heads reported directly to the board 
and continued to run the administra-
tive show until 1999. The CAO didn’t 

have the authority to hire or fire, to 
appoint or dismiss or transfer non-
elected county officials. In 1999 the 
county code was amended, giving the 
CAO power, turning the position from 
‘weak’ to ‘strong’.

The board continues to look for a 
replacement for current CAO Leslie 
Chapman who will leave Friday, May 
3. But on Wednesday, the board hired 
Dave Wilbrecht as interim CAO.

An impending power vacuum has 
department heads Nate Greenberg 
(Information Technology) and Robin 
Roberts (Behavioral Health) con-
cerned. They want to create an Execu-
tive Leadership Team (ELT) to ensure 
departments communicate in the 
absence of a head administrator.

ELT would consist of some but not 
all department heads.

The board supported the idea, but 
Stacy Corless was the only member 
who advocated for creating the ELT 
ASAP. 

Supervisor Jennifer Halferty said, “I 
just think it’s the cart before the horse.” 

She explained that a new CAO 
should be included in the creation of 
an ELT so they don’t feel threatened. 

Halferty called change, ‘an opportu-
nity.’

Supervisor Stacy Corless praised 
Greenberg and Roberts for bringing 
the proposal forward.

She said, “The county administra-
tive office needs some support and 
capacity. This might be a good way to 
build that. Most companies and orga-
nizations this size have some kind of 
executive or management team.”  

Supervisor Bob Gardner supports 
the concept, but does not want to form 
the ELT right now.

“More eyes and brains do help make 
a better organization. Period.” 

He thinks it will keep the board ac-
countable to staff and visa versa. 

“We are at our best when we spread 
out that accountability and that owner-
ship of all the things that we do.” 

Gardner added, “I do think we 
should do this. But let’s do it right.” 
He proposed having monthly updates 
once Leslie leaves. 

The acting CAO, Dave Wilbrecht, will 
give the board monthly updates on 
strategy. 

Supervisor Fred Stump wants com-
plete “organizational buy-in” for the 

idea. 
Chapman is resigning in part be-

cause she wants less responsibility. 
She oversaw all departments mostly by 
herself. 

Finance Director Janet Dutcher 
showed the board an organizational 
flow chart. In the chart, ELT severed 
the connection between the CAO and 
the board. She felt it would supersede 
the CAO’s authority, but after hear-
ing others’s support, she too started to 
support the idea. 

Tony Dublino, who was an assistant 
CAO before becoming Public Works 
director, was skeptical of creating 
an ELT. He said about the team, “It’s 
another level of bureaucracy that’s un-
necessary and unjustified.”

He doesn’t want a committee to 
speak for his department.

CAO Leslie Chapman said, “I think 
its a good idea.” Although she won’t 
experience the ELT she thinks it would 
help future CAO to have a committee 
to talk with.



THE SHEET  I  Saturday, April 13, 2019                   www.thesheetnews.com                                     LOCAL NEWS    I   5

HATCHERY DEPENDENT 
By Maddux

Environmental Scientist James 
Erdman of the California Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 

briefed Bishop’s City Council about the 
much ballyhooed proposed changes to 
fishing regulations at Council’s regular 
meeting on Monday.

The proposed regulation came about 
based upon, “too many seasons, too 
many bag limits and gear restrictions 
throughout the State of California,” Erd-
man said. 

One of the biggest proposed changes 
would allow year-round fishing on cer-
tain waters, including Crowley Lake. 

“The Crowley regulation is a big one 
that people are hitting on,” said Erd-
man. “The new regulation would be that 
Crowley Lake is open to 5-10 bag limit, 
no gear restrictions, the last Saturday 
before Memorial Day to September 
30, but it would be open year-round to 
catch-and-release fishing. All the inlets: 
The Upper Owens, McGee, Whiskey, 
Convict have the same regulation as 
Crowley Lake,” he said. 

After Erdman’s brief presentation, 
Councilmember Muchovej asked about 
the sustainability of the fish, if the sea-
son is to be year-round. 

Erdman answered that, “most of our 
stocked waters are hatchery dependent, 
and we have stocking criteria. We can-
not stock fish when water temperatures 
reach 72 degrees or above for extended 
periods of time. The same goes for low 
temperatures. We do not stock fish 
below 40 degrees.” For the health of 
the fish, the waters have to be a certain 
temperature to stock. 

Mayor Ellis raised a question about 
waterways that are owned by different 
entities. 

Erdman told the Council that CDFW 
is soliciting information from various 
partners and neighbors, and “we are 
looking at the economic impacts also.” 

Councilmember Muchovej asked Erd-

man how the decision to revise regula-
tions was made. 

Erdman replied that it was an analysis 
of different waters and based upon the 
capture rates of fish spawning. 

When it came time for public com-
ment, former City Councilmember Joe 
Pecsi came up to the podium to make 
the Council aware of a letter to the 
Department of Fish and Wildlife that ex-
pressed concern for the new regulation. 

The letter is from Inyo County’s Fish 
and Wildlife Commission. Pecsi is 
Chairman of this Commission. 

Pecsi mentioned that the Commission 
would need Inyo Board of Supervisors 
approval of the letter before it is sent. 

The letter, “addresses the new regula-
tion in four areas.” 

1.) It’s a resource issue, and whether 
or not the resource in Inyo County is 
able to support year-round fishing. 

2.) Impact on Search and Rescue and 
law enforcement, such as the five game 
wardens. 

3.) Economic Impact. 
4.) How would new rules affect the 

relationshop between waterfowl hunt-
ers and fishermen on Crowley Lake and 
the Owens River. 

Pecsi stated to the Council, the “next 
step is to go to the Assembly and Sena-
tor, and put some pressure on the Com-
mission,” he said. 

The presentation to the Board was 
only a proposal, so there will be no 
change for this year’s fishing season, 
Erdman said. Even though Erdman 
expressed mixed opinion, he said the 
new rules would provide “more fishing 
opportunity.”

NIH Update 

CEO of Northern Inyo Hospital (NIH), 
Kevin Flanigan, updated the Council 
on several past events and accomplish-
ments for the hospital. First, he men-

tioned that March was colorectal cancer 
awareness month, and through NIH’s 
partnership with Eastern Sierra Cancer 
Alliance and the various businesses in 
Bishop, they were able to raise $6,000. 
The funds are, “used to support local 
cancer patients and their families to as-
sist them with getting access to services, 
and covering costs,” Flanigan said. 

Flanigan told council that 170 people 
attended the walk/run bike event. 

Twelve healthy lifestyle talks were 
conducted by Dr. Allison Robinson. 

On April 11, NIH will have the last 
open house for the Da Vinci robot, 
which is a “surgical assist device that 
allows the surgeon to more accurately 
and with a greater fine tune handle 
surgical procedures in the abdomen or 
pelvis,” Flanigan said.

Currently, NIH has three surgeons 
trained to use the device. But they are 
also looking to upgrade their equip-
ment. In the next five to ten years, NIH 
hopes to make this technology standard 
in the operating room. 

Flanigan said NIH is working to ex-
pand its student clinic. 

There is a nurse practitioner on 
campus who specializes in adolescent 
medicine. But that person is only avail-
able one day per week. NIH wants to 
have the nurse practitioner on campus 
two or three half-days per week.

 Flanigan mentioned that the nurse 
practitioner’s impact on behavioral and 
physical health of the students “has 

No Reservations 
“Just come on in!”

*Saturday 4:00-5:30*

Closed Sundays

*Monday-Friday 4:00-6:00*

FULL MENU

HAPPY HOUR

available at 5:00

Chicken & Beef Teriyaki

Tempura  •  Tonkatsu

Sukiyaki  •  Calamari  •  Sushi

Full Service Cocktail Bar & Lounge

760-872-4801
OPEN AT 5 PM

635 N. Main St. in Bishop

25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

JAPANESE RESTAURANT & SUSHI BAR

REIDHEAD & COMPANY PUBLISHERS

(760) 937-2223
www.reidheadpublishers.com

books
editing
design

print
digital
marketing

Proposed new fishing regulations could put pressure on sustainability of popular fisheries 
been unprecedented in regard to what 
our expectations were.”

 He told the council that students are 
coming to the clinic for things they are 
not able to provide. 

He advocated for doing more out-
reach.  

“If we come to the school instead of 
making them come to us. You’re going 
to be able to touch their lives in a posi-
tive way and help them enter young 
adulthood in a healthy way,” he said. 

On another note, the Northern Inyo 
Healthcare District was 1 of 31 state-
wide recipients of a Bridge Grant for 
$175,000. The funds for the grant will be 
used to “expand access to medical treat-
ment, counseling, and a patient navi-
gator for those who are suffering from 
opioid use disorder,” he said. 

NIH is also partnering with Bright 
Heart Health, which Flanigan explained 
is “a tele-health service, so that you can 
get counseling while you’re here in the 
Emergency Room.” 

The next Bishop City Council meeting 
is at 6 p.m. on April 22.  
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SCHANIEL SCHLIMAZEL
Inyo Supes talk short-term rentals. 

BUDGET'S COMING AROUND THE BEND  
By Benham
Mono County budget update

Mono County Finance Director 
Janet Dutcher gave the second 
of three budget updates, lead-

ing up to the creation of the county’s 
2019-2020 budget in late June. 

She gave the good news first.
Workers compensation costs are 

down $194,256, a 12% decrease from the 
Fiscal Year 2018-19.

General liability costs are down 1.9%.
The county’s motor pool costs are 

down 13.95%.
Now, the bad news.
Technical (computer) charges are 

$23,326, a 7.5% increase.
Dutcher wants to move tech charges 

into the county’s Internal Service Fund 
which allows county staff more flex-
ibility because they don’t need board 
approval to access or use those funds. 

The county’s unfunded liability with 
CalPERS continues to rise and the coun-
ty claims it can’t do anything about it.

The county’s payment to CalPERS 
unfunded liability increased $438,730, 
12.74% from last year's budget. 

“We’re hoping if the market’s good 
we’ll start to see those earnings by 
CalPERS get closer to their benchmark 
and hopefully start to bring this liability 
down,” Dutcher said. 

Supervisor Stump, “Wouldn’t we as 
an entity be better off if they [CalPERS] 
set a lower rate of return because then 
we would know what the cost would 
be. Is their any advantage in advocating 
with them to do that?”

*Editor's note: Or here's a thought. 
Dedicate more money toward your lia-
bilities (even more than what the morons 
at CalPERS estimate) and spend less 
money elsewhere. You can do something 
about it. You choose not to. Hope in a 
good market return is not a strategy. 

Dutcher advocated for advocating 
through the California State Association 
of Counties and other larger organi-
zations with more political pull than 
Mono County.

CalPERS lowered the discount rate 
twice in the past six years: once by 
0.25%, once 0.5% .

The county's normal cost payment 
to CalPERS also increased. The normal 
cost is a percentage of every labor dollar 
that’s pensionable to employees.

The state’s retirement and health 
benefits manager return on investment 
estimates continually come in high. The 
county has to cover the difference, the 
unfunded liability. 

Supervisor Fred Stump asked about 
advocating CalPERS to lower its esti-
mates in hopes of reducing the unfund-
ed liability.

Finance Director Dutcher and CAO 
Chapman have implemented new bud-
get practice. They replaced a carryover 
budget system by creating a baseline 
budget. Dutcher told The Sheet that the 
baseline budget is target for depart-
ments to hit, "money to go shopping 
with." 

Part of this budget process is to give 

departments the power to decide how 
to spend their money. The business 
school term here is a 'decentralized 
budget process.'

This baseline budget was slated to 
cap the county's deficit, what Dutcher 
referred to in her report as the 'overall 
aggregate net county cost,'at $3,000,000.

From Dutcher: “The net result from 
this process plus using $3,000,000 in 
carryover fund balance is allocated to 
departments (GF allocation), which 
departments distributed to their object 
accounts using their judgement about 
how best to utilize the resources pro-
vided them.”

Sheet translation: The targeted budget 
deficit has increased because costs 
came in higher than expected. 

The base budget deficit was estimated 
to be $2,874,200 but the proposed bud-
get’s deficit has come in at $5,320,260,  
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by Reservation $40/person
Dinner: 6:30pm/Music starts at 6pm
Saturday night menus TBD - visit Facebook!

Drinks, desserts and walk-in menu options available 
during Sat. events, around reserved seating.

Hours: 6:30am-3:30pm, Thurs-Mon
(760) 914-2696 • 1561 Crowley Lake Dr.
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At Tuesday’s Inyo County Board 
of Supervisor’s meeting, Inyo 
County Associate Planner Tom 

Schaniel gave the supervisors a report 
on short-term rentals. 

Short term rentals have posed chal-
lenges to cities and communities across 
the country largely as the result of tech-
nological changes in marketing hospi-
tality services online through websites 
and mobile apps.

How do local governments monitor 
inventory? How do they make sure they 
get paid? 

The best-known online marketplace 
and hospitality service is Airbnb, but 
increasingly there are others offering 
the same type of services to arrange or 
to offer lodging, primarily homestays, or 
tourism. The services offer alternatives 
to stays in hotels and motels to visitors. 
These apps are disrupting to local hous-
ing markets and traditional hospitality 
venues.

Since adopting Short-Term Rentals 
regulations in February 2018, for tran-
sient occupancy of a rental for 30-days 
or less, the supervisors promised to 
revisit the issue a year later. 

It's a year later. 
Supervisors said they are hearing 

from some constituents that the current 
policies and regulations are confusing at 
best or not even working. Even the su-
pervisors confessed to being confused.

During the past year, the county’s 
planning department has been working 
on ways better process permits, col-
lect data on the numbers of units using 
short-term rentals, and identify the 
property and the owners offering short-
term rentals. 

The numbers are not in the hun-
dreds or thousands, but in the tens. The 
county has issued 29 hosted permits 
and 14 non-hosted permits. The ordi-
nance requires that applicants first have 
a “hosted permit” before they can apply 
for a “non-hosted permit," meaning the 
owner/operator does not have to be 
on premises or property when a unit is 
rented.

Schaniel told the supervisors that, “Of 

the 29 hosted permits, 13 were obtained 
solely for the purpose of obtaining a 
non-hosted permit, and the applicant 
“has no intent of using the hosted." 
Currently there are only 30 short-term 
rental units allowed under county law. 

Alisha McMurtrie, Inyo County 
Treasurer-Tax Collector put the prob-
lem in perspective. She said that for 
the first-half of the 2018-19 fiscal year, 
the amount of Transient Occupancy 
Tax brought in to the county was only 
$17,500 from short-term rentals out of 
a total TOT collection of $1,950,000. 
That's approximately 11% of the TOT 
total.

On hearing the amount, 5th District 
County Supervisor Matt Kingsley noted, 
“Well, we’re clearly not doing any of 
this to bring in a bunch of revenue to 
the county. We just want to control the 
situation so we can protect our local 
housing market, protect community 
values, and serve the best interests of 
county residents.”

The supervisors concluded that the 
ordinance should be changed to only 
allow hosted short-term rentals in the 
future, with the concerns that non-host-
ed short-term rentals being that absent 
owner/operators cannot effectively 
respond to problems on the property 
in a timely manner. Allowing non-host 
permits might encourage investors out-
side the county to buy houses just for 
the purpose of short-term rentals which 
could negatively affect the community 
values, and hurt the availability of long-
term housing needs in an area already 
without enough affordable housing.

The discussion ended with the board 
requesting that the County Planning 
Department come back in several weeks 
with recommendations on changing 
definitions used in the ordinance and 
ways to address the concerns bought 
forth during the meeting.

By James

$2,446,069 over budget. 
According to Dutcher, at this time 

last year, the deficit for the upcoming 
budget was $7-8 million.

Dutcher's job is to whittle the deficit 
down as much as possible so the county 
doesn't have to draw from it's carried 
over savings.

In a perfect world, she'd get it to zero. 
In this world, it will be harder. 60% 
percent of the county's costs are for 
workforce and if she slashes that she'll 
be slashing county services. 

Chairman Peters wanted to know if 
any department heads are resisting the 
budget process.

“The majority of us are on board. 
No one is fully resistant. There are 
some that are feeling unsure they have 
enough to survive on,” Dutcher an-
swered.



UNLIMITED YEAR ROUND G OLF 
for the whole family for 
under $140 a month, 

that’s less than $32 a week !!  

It’s truly one of the best kept secrets 
in g olf... a nd it j ust got e ven better 
with our SPRING membership drive. 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP:
$414 PER QUARTER

($138 a month / $31.85 a week)
Married & children under 21 years

Single Membership 
$393 PER QUARTER

($131 a month / $30.23a week)
 

Members Receive 10% Discount 
at the Pro-Shop and Restaurant

For a limited time we will be waving our initiation fees. 

(760)873-5828
CALL BCC TODAY AND ASK FOR
Steve Shibley or Shayla Tillotson 

&



8   I   COVER STORY                                    www.thesheetnews.com                   THE SHEET  I  Saturday, April 13, 2019

see KLASSEN, page 9

KLASSEN
continued from page 1
to emit a vibration, a low hum. His crew 
snaps onto his frequency. 

He says exactly what he means, some-
times repeats himself when the insight 
is vivid, then stops short and lets the 
words hang in the air. The room hangs 
on these sparkling silences. 

The Preparation

The story of Klassen’s ride at Verbier 
starts with surfing. 

The organizer of the Free Ride World 
Tour, Nicolas Hale-Woods, wanted to go 
on a surf trip that Klassen was organiz-
ing. Klassen said he would get Nicolas 
on the trip in exchange for a wild card 
spot at the Verbier Xtreme. 

The Verbier Xtreme is the culminating 
event of the Freeride World Tour and 
has been the pinnacle of free skiing and 
snowboarding competition since 1996. 
It takes place on the Bec Des Rosses, a 
mountain towering over Verbier with 
some of the toughest terrain in the 
world.

Nicolas agreed to the deal. It was 
worked out that there would be a mas-
ters division for Klassen to compete in 
with other retired riders.

Then Klassen got a hip replacement in 
the Fall of 2018 and lost his confidence. 
The Bec Des Rosses is dangerous for a 
rider at his best. For a 54-year-old com-
ing off a hip surgery it’s just foolish.

“Sometimes when you go into un-
charted territory it’s hard to believe in 
yourself because there is no precedent,” 

Klassen said. This is where the help 
from his team came through.

“Alex [Carlson] during the season 
was the most influential person to me 
in terms of getting my head where it 
needed to be and truly believing in me.”

Klassen was told by his doctor two 
months after surgery that he could ease 
back into snowboarding, and after three 
months that he could do whatever he 
wanted. After three months and one 
week, he did a contest in the Hemlocks.

Klassen dropping off a cliff during his run in the Freeride World Tour

That’s when Alex Carlson started to 
put the pressure on him.

“This dude’s not that far off a hip 
replacement and he sent the big cliff,” 
Carlson said. “It started out as some-
thing just like, ‘All right dude, take that 
wildcard spot.’”

“You were the only one that really 
believed that I could step in that start-
ing gate,” Klassen said to Carlson. “You 
pressured me, big time. You made me 
feel like I’d be a coward if I didn’t.”

Klassen had two other things moti-
vating him to get back to Verbier. The 
first: he wanted to beat Travis Rice. Rice 
has consistently been considered one 
of the best snowboarders in the world. 
Klassen said that he’s challenged Rice to 
come to Verbier to compete before but 
Rice has never showed. “I think it’s lame 
that he just relies on camera angles 
and budgets for his professional career 
and refuses to get in the start gate at 
the biggest show,” Klassen said. “I was 
prepared to go head-to-head to beat 
Travis Rice.”

The second, and more important, 
Klassen had a cliff on his mind. “It had 
been eating at me.” The cliff in question 
is a 50-foot drop near the summit of the 
Bec Des Rosses. Only a few riders have 
ever successfully cleared it, and Klassen 
can name them all. “I tried to do it 7 or 
8 years ago and rag dolled off it… I just 
really wanted to not die someday having 
not landed it.”

With these things bolstering him, 
Klassen started training seriously to get 
ready for Verbier. He rode the hard-
est lines at Mammoth Mountain. He 
dropped off The Egg Rock on Top of The 
World twice, “doing it with the intention 
that if I can do that it’s pretty similar to 
that big rock at the top [of the Bec Des 
Rosses].”

That kind of training put a lot of stress 
on his body. He’s noticed that his ability 
to recover has gotten slower as he’s got-
ten older. “It’s not that many times you 

the

by Mike McKenna
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A year-round fishing guide to Mammoth Lakes,
 June Lake and Mono County, California

Featuring the area’s best fishing professionals!
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Mammoth Lakes, June Lake and 

Mono County, California

➵ Published last fall and 
featuring over 50 local fishing 
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For more information, call 
760.914.1877.

“A book you’re going to love if you’re an 
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Western United States … Each entry, each 
lake or river, there’s a good photo, there’s 
easy to read information there’s a map as 
well. This is a great guidebook.”  
–John Kruse  
on America Outdoors Radio
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Dave with family and friends on Crowley in 1949.

Dave McCoy and the 
Long Valley

Once Crowley Lake was completed 
in 1941 and a dozen miles of the Upper 
Owens River had been turned into a res-
ervoir, Dave McCoy and his family moved 
into a house by the dam. That’s when the 
famous skier once again turned to trout to 
help support his family. 

Dave became the first fishing guide 
on Crowley Lake—which is now the most 
popular fishery on the Eastside for guides 
and has become one of the best stillwater 
fly fisheries in the country. 

“Crowley was more popular then than 
it is now,” Dave said about those spring 
days he’d divide between working on the 
ski hill and guiding on the lake. 

“In the spring, there was a lot of skiing 
and fishing going on at the same time,” 
he said, referencing the tradition of 

“Mammoth Double-Headers” that are still 
popular today. “Come up for a weekend 
and catch fish and go skiing, you bet. It’s 
always been popular.”

When asked about the difference be-
tween folks who like the two sports, Dave 
replied with his famous honesty, “Skiers 
are a little more crazy.”

One of Dave’s most exciting angling 
experiences came during his younger days 
up on Crooked Creek, when he landed 
a17-pounder after a tough tussle with the 
portly trout. As Dave joyously remem-
bered more than a half-century later, 
“That was a big son of a gun!”

And while Dave will always be remem-
bered for what he did on the slopes, what 
he did on the water (and on the moto-
cross trails) is also very important to him 
and to the region he loved so much.

“No, they don’t think about what I did 
fishing or racing motorcycles,” he said 
about his notoriety. “But it was important, 

The Long Valley/
Owens River {Spring}

18-49_CAES_spring.indd   48 8/8/18   1:39 PM
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too. I lived it and had a damn lot of fun.”
As for the rest of us who also love to 

ski and fish in the Eastern Sierra, Dave’s 
advice is pretty simple: “Keep having fun, 
that’s the main thing. Life is what you 
make out of it.”

Tackle Box Tip:  The Up-

per Owens River is a great year-round 
fishery, but spring is probably its most 
popular season. The spring-fed river runs 
through the Long Valley before joining 
into Crowley Lake and is one of the first 
places in the area to be free of snow each 
spring. That helps make ease of access 
one the Upper O’s best attributes. The 
other is the big fish that come up from 
Crowley to spawn. Spring is the typical 
time for rainbow and cutthroat trout to 
reproduce in the gravel bars of moving 

Roma and Dave never let age slow down their adventures.

water. That’s why it’s important to watch 
where you wade when fishing in the 
spring, and to handle all fish carefully. You 
may literally hook into some big buck or 
hen that’s carrying the next generation 
of monster trout. As Dave McCoy said, 
“Catch `em and turn `em loose. Those are 
real fishermen.”

Dave McCoy displaying his catch. Independence 
1934.

18-49_CAES_spring.indd   49 8/8/18   1:39 PM
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Inyo National Forest workers acknowledged for Rose Parade float

can jump The Egg at low tide. It puts a 
big toll on your body,” Klassen said. He 
uses three things to help him recover 
during training: yoga, cannabis, and 
Ayurveda. His girlfriend, Erin Koehler, 
has helped him get into Ayurveda, 
which is a “sister science” of yoga aimed 
at healing.

“Yoga and Ayurveda, those two things 
really make it so that I can move that 
stuff around. Recognize where it’s at, 
and get back to training,” Klassen said.

Verbier

Klassen and crew arrived at a town 
below Verbier called Martigny on March 
17. Martigny was on a Roman trade 
route at one point in time, and the 
Romans built a coliseum there. As a tra-
dition, the newest members of the trip 
each year must battle in the coliseum. 

Joaquin was one of this year’s gladi-
ators. He was blindfolded and led into 
a holding cell under the coliseum, next 
to a deep pit once used to dispose of 
corpses after battles. 

Joaquin and another newbie removed 
their blindfolds and shirts and entered 
the coliseum. They battled to see who 
could take the other guy’s beanie off his 
head first. Joaquin quickly lost.

This is a silly tradition, but it is also 
a reminder of the stakes that riders are 
walking into in Verbier. Klassen said 
that the coliseum and dead body pit are 
an early exposure to the mortality he 
faces on the mountain.

“I feel life and death when I’m up 

there,” he said. “The mountain has femi-
nine energy to it. It wants people to have 
courage… The mountain wants to see 
gladiators. It wants gladiators. It is part 
of the history there.”

In Verbier, Klassen is a legend. He 
won the first ever Xtreme Verbier in 
1996, and went on to win three of the 
first four competitions. Xavier De La 
Rue, a former Verbier champion and an-
nouncer at this year’s competition, said, 
“There is no greater legend than him on 
this mountain. They should put a statue 
with his face at the top.”

In the past, the Wave Rave crew had 
a more laid back approach to riding the 
backside of the Bec Des Rosses. Carlson 
recalls that on his first trip to Verbier, 
Klassen went to the group and said, 
“Here’s some sandwiches, here’s some 
joints, let’s go ride some sweet lines.”

This year was different. Klassen went 
to Verbier ready to show what a 54-year-

old could do. He was high frequency, 
and like in his office, his crew snapped 
onto his frequency, and raised it higher.

“Everybody started pushing it,” Klas-
sen said. From the first day they were 
there the team was sending big off the 
cliffs on the back of the Bec Des Rosses. 

“We’ve done this trip many times, and 
this was by far the rowdiest most excited 
vibe we’ve ever had,” Carlson said. 
“Everybody is so juiced and feeding 
off each other. I’ve never been a part of 
anything that just has that lightning in 
a bottle kind of vibe… Every member of 
our team was a catalyst for stoke.”

Two things happened leading up to 
the competition that would make Klas-
sen’s run even more spectacular. The 
first was that the two other Masters rid-
ers decided to drop out. Klassen came 
to compete, and his competition didn’t 
show. So Klassen and the organizers de-
cided to put him into the main contest. 
He wouldn’t be competing against the 
retired guys, he’d be mixing it up with 
the best free-riders in the world.

The second came the day before the 
competition. Klassen learned that, 
due to snow conditions, he would be 
the only rider choosing to start from 
the summit of the mountain. All of his 
younger, fitter competitors would be 
starting on a shoulder on the side of 
the mountain, but Klassen was dead 
set on his cliff. Riding familiar spots on 
the back side gave him confidence that 
the approach to his cliff would be soft 
enough, not consistent, but soft enough.

Since he was the only rider going to 

the summit he asked if he could bring 
Devin Tubbs, who was not competing, 
along with him. Normally only competi-
tors and officials are allowed to hike to 
the top, but the organizers said it was 
fine. It wouldn’t be crowded up there.

The day before the competition, the 
guys went to look at the conditions one 
last time. They were approached by 
an official who was keeping the public 
from hiking the mountain. The official 
asked them which one of them was 
competing, and when Klassen said it 
was him, the official exclaimed, “No! 
Steve Klassen competing on the Bec 
Des Rosses again!”

The Ride

The hike up the Bec Des Rosses 
begins with a single boot pack. Riders, 
whether they are going to the shoul-
der or the summit, take the same line 
up. Having others hike the line for you 
makes it easier because you can follow 
in their steps.

When Tubbs and Klassen got to the 
fork in the road where riders either go to 
the summit or the shoulder, they found 
that there was no boot pack to the sum-
mit. It was blank snow. 

“I was a little panicked,” Klassen said. 
“We gotta get up another 700-800 verti-
cal feet from where we’re at and it’s a 
gnarly hike… I personally don’t know 
the easiest way cause its been so long… 
The guides will usually put in that boot 
pack, but the wind had covered it up the 

Klassen in the start gate at the summit of 
the Bec Des Rosses
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night before.”
There was no other option. Klassen 

and Tubbs started to put the boot pack 
in themselves. Klassen, in his impa-
tience to get to the summit, started to 
lead the ascent, but realized that he was 
working himself too hard. 

“I had to pass it off to Devin. I had to 
pass it off to a younger stronger, more fit 
man to get that boot pack in there. I had 
to use him for that.”

Tubbs led Klassen in the fastest direc-
tion he could think of, straight up the 
ridge. It was not the safest way to climb, 
the mountain dropped off on both sides 
of the ridge, but it was the fastest.

“I felt like I was just in the sky,” Klas-
sen said. “I don’t want to ever forget 
that. We knew that it was unique. A once 
in a lifetime experience.”

The ridge led them right to the side of 
the cliff that had haunted Klassen for so 
long. He sized it up.

Klassen said that there are two as-
pects to preparing for a big jump. The 
first is research. Klassen had calculated 
the angles, checked the snow condi-
tions, thrown rocks in the right places. 
He’d dreamed about this jump. The 
research had been done.

The second is psychological. Klassen 
chose Tubbs to come with him to the 
summit because Tubbs understands the 
psychological preparation the same way 
that Klassen does. 

“We both recognized the need for 
keeping it positive and keeping that vi-
bration where it needed to be,” Klassen 

KLASSEN
continued from page 9

said. “We have to act a certain way and 
be a certain way to get ourselves to that 
positive mental frame to be able to send 
it… So when you leave it, you know you 
got it. You know you have that landing.”

When Tubbs and Klassen approached 
the cliff, the first words out of Klassen’s 
mouth were, “I got it.”

The ride down to the cliff rides 
through what Carlson described as a 
shark’s mouth of rocks. “This is the kind 
of man who thinks that’s doable,” he 
said.

Klassen started down the dog’s leg 
that gets to his white whale cliff. He tra-
versed the shark’s mouth, and straight-
lined to the cliff.

“When I landed the air, I heard the 
crowd. This like, ‘Blaaah!’ You’re so far 
away from it but it hits the wall of that 
thing and it echoes. It’s the only time 

Hike � Climb � Run � Camp

We stock a large selection of supplies for all your 
climbing, hiking, and outdoor adventures. 

Rentals are available including tents, packs, sleeping 
bags, bouldering pads and climbing shoes. 

Open 7 days a week including holidays
224 North Main St., Bishop, CA 93514

Eastsidesports.com, info@eastsidesports.com 
760-873-7520

�e Eastern Sierra’s Friendly and Knowledgeable Climbing Shop

Mountain Sports Specialists Since 1977

I’ve ever heard them from riding there 
25 years. It was incredible.”

The revolution was televised. 
“We changed paradigms,” he said. 

“We took a belief that people had about 
what you could do as someone in your 
mid-fifties and we completely shattered 
what they thought was possible.”

“We changed the way that people 
have to think. People had to step 
through a door and slam it behind 
them, and put their old beliefs behind 
them, because they could not believe 
that anymore.”

The Homecoming

Walking around Verbier after the run, 
Klassen knew things had changed. He 
could see it in people’s eyes. His legend-
ary status had been further cemented. 
People would come up to him on the 
street and say, “Oh my God, you’re Steve 
Klassen. That was so awesome.”

In Mammoth, things had not 
changed. Klassen was invited to a Mam-
moth Mountain Community Founda-
tion dinner after he arrived back in 
town. 

“I wondered if they would mention 
it, because it was, in my opinion, a big 
enough deal that it’s a community din-
ner that they should go ahead and let 
people know.”

“Tom Cage was the presenter, and 
he goes, ‘Well yeah I know you did that 
big air, and I had thought about saying 
something, but I just couldn’t find a 

spot to fit it in.’”
“What we just described, that com-

munity, that group of skiers or whatever 
you want, they just couldn’t find a spot 
to fit it in.”

“What we just did, it just isn’t worth 
their time.”

Klassen said that his gang of riders 
gets pushed down by the community at 
Mammoth. He believes that Mammoth 
can learn something from the Freeride 
World Tour.

“It doesn’t matter what you’re riding 
down the hill. That’s just a tool… It’s 
about the spirit and the line and the 
acknowledgement and the props. It’s 
about how you act within that culture, 
and they don’t, so they don’t get it. They 
won’t ever be a part of it. They can’t be 
a part of it because they don’t act ap-
propriately according to the culture’s 
rules… 

“The group of skiers that I hang 
around, our lives are in each other’s 
hands, so we treat each other appropri-
ately like that. This older group of skiers 
in Mammoth, they don’t. They don’t get 
that part. I wish they would. As soon as 
they do, our community will be a whole 
lot better.”

Until then, Klassen and his Wave Rave 
disciples will continue pushing it. 

“We are our own island of positivity,” 
he said. “We’re just gonna keep doing 
it how we do it, and it’s magic here. It’s 
totally magic here.”

Steve Klassen
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TAMMY AND TED’S EXCELLENT STUDIO

Ted Dardzinski has come out of 
retirement to bring his original 
workout method to Mammoth 

Lakes. 
Dardzinski described his system, the 

TEDD (Therapeutic Exercise Design 
and Development) system, as “basically 
sports coniditioning for life.” 

What exactly his system entails de-
pends on what the client is training for, 
but it involves a lot of resistance work, 
band exercises, free weights, and lateral 
movement. It attempts to improve peo-
ple’s efficiency and restore symmetry to 
their bodies.

Dardzinski had a soft opening for his 
facility in the Mammoth Mall in Febru-
ary. He has lived in Mammoth full-time 
for five years. There are centers using his 
method located around the country.

Dardzinski does not look like the 
meathead trainers found at most south-
ern California gyms. 

He is in his mid-fifties, neither slim 
nor buff. He has with a salt-and-pepper 
beard and youthful disposition. His 
facility has astroturf on the floor, racks, 
bands, resistance machines and free 
weights around the soon-to-be-mir-
rored walls.

Dardzinski said his program is for, 
“The best athletes and the worst injuries, 
and everything in between.”

He believes that his facility is filling a 
niche in the community. Snowcreek is 
a health club, “That’s for everybody and 
good at nothing,” he said, and the Body 
Shop is more aimed at bodybuilders, 
whom Dardzinski doesn’t usually work 
with.

By Gorman

Dardzinski’s keystone clients in Mam-
moth will likely be the aging or injured 
skier looking to get back on the hill. 

“I have a client whose goal is to ski 
better at 70 than she did at 60, and to 
continue skiing at 100.” 

His method provides what he calls 
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“functional aging,” which involves ad-
dressing the structural and postural 
deficiencies that come from aging.

Along with regular people looking to 
improve their performance, Dardzinski 
works with elite athletes. He said that 
the current options in Mammoth don’t 
cater to the elite athletes who come here 
to train. 

“World Class athletes go to Snow-
creek, and there are kids running 
through their workout, and people steal-
ing their spot,” he said.

Dardzinski wants to give elite athletes 
and teams a space that they can rent out 
for an hour to workout in the way that 
they are comfortable doing. 

He hopes to partner with the Mam-
moth Track Club and athletes staying in 
The Crib, the condo for visiting athletes 
run by Mammoth Lakes Tourism.

He also has a history of working 
with the critically injured. In 1999, 
he founded Project Walk Spinal Cord 
Injury Recovery Center (PWSCIR), “the 
first spinal cord injury recovery center 
in southern California.” His method is 
widely used to aid those who have expe-
rienced spinal cord injuries.

TEDD is slated to have a grand open-
ing sometime in May.

Ted and Tammy Dardzinksi in their new studio in the Mammoth Mall

New workout studio in Mammoth Mall
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Jorge DeCastro seeks to trade acronyms: From IED to MBA
DeCOMEBACK KID

Brianda and Jorge DeCastro with DSES instructors Alan Yata and Ron Allin. 

By Lunch

Immigration has been in the spot-
light for many years, and the 
conversation surrounding immigra-

tion has largely had a negative tone, 
focusing more on what immigrants 
take versus what they give back. 

Getting to know Army Ranger Jorge 
(pronounced like George) DeCastro 
means getting to know the other side of 
that conversation. 

It’s one thing to risk dying for your 
country, but quite another to risk dying 
for your adoptive one. 

DeCastro, 53, was born in Brazil. He 
emigrated to the United States in 1990 
at the age of 24 and moved to New York 
City. 

In 1994, Jorge joined the U.S. Army. 
As he explained this week, when he 

entered the military, “you could join 
the armed forces as long as you were a 
resident alien, and then you could stay 
in the service up to seven years before 
you have to make a decision.” The 
decision being, if you wish to continue 
in the armed services, you need to 
become a U.S. citizen. 

DeCastro became a citizen in 1999. 
He ultimately served in the Army for 22 
years. 

Admittedly, he didn’t initially join for 
patriotic reasons. Initially, the reason 
was more practical. His ex-wife got 
pregnant and he wanted a stable job so 
he could support his family. 

But the Army being the Army, he was 
tossed a curveball right out of the box. 
The native Brazilian’s first stop: Fort 
Richardson, just outside of Anchorage, 
Alaska. 

But here’s the thing about Jorge. He’ll 
tell you about something that sounds 
less than ideal, and then he’ll follow it 
up with a few positives. “It’s a dry cold,” 
he said of Alaska. “And I learned how to 
ski there.” 

DeCastro was injured during his 3rd 
tour in Iraq. He also served in Kosovo 
in 1999. 

His Iraq tours took place in 2004 
(15 mos.), 2007 (12 mos.) and 2010 (9 
mos.). 

In 2010, he was six months into his 
tour when his unit fell victim to an 
IED attack. The impact of the explo-
sion knocked him cold for ten minutes. 
He recalls nothing but the flash and 

the explosion. Following the explo-
sion, his unit then came under heavy 
enemy fire. When DeCastro became 
conscious, and despite his injury, he 
reengaged in the fight and led his team 
to contain the enemy attack.

Though he suffered no visible injury, 
it’s the unseen that is often the cruelest 
and the most damaging.

After the attack, he asked to stay on 
for the remainder of his tour, despite 
suffering constant, brutal migraine 
headaches. 

“They train us to be hard,” he said 
simply. “I just kept pushing.” 

He left Iraq three months later upon 
completion of his tour. It was three 
months after that where his health re-
ally began to deteriorate. 

Not only was he suffering from physi-
cal issues related to his balance, but 
the memory loss became acute. He 
couldn’t remember addresses, faces … 
“And sometimes I still get disoriented 
driving,” he confesses. He’ll have the 
navigation on in his car, telling him the 
directions, but he just gets … side-
tracked. “I end up in the wrong place,” 
he says. “It’s like spacing out. It’s hard 
to keep my mind focused on the task.” 

The physical issues affected his emo-
tional self. He became more insular, 
less social, drank more, and expe-
rienced serious sleep problems. He 
was more prone to anger, sadness and 
depression. He was lately diagnosed 
with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD). It was difficult for his family, 
particularly his children, to understand 
the changes. 

Post-discharge in 2016, DeCastro and 
his wife Brianda moved from Hawaii to 
San Jose so he could seek rehabilitative 
treatment at the VA Palo Alto Poly-
trauma Network Site (PNS). The PNS 
is a Defense and Veterans Brain Injury 

Center (DVBIC) partner site.
He sees six different specialists. He 

doesn’t know how long he can stay in 
the Bay Area, because the cost of living 
is so high, but he also doesn’t know 
if he can afford not to stay, because 
he’s doing so much better, to the point 
where he enrolled himself in business 
school starting last October at the Uni-
versity of Phoenix campus in nearby 
Santa Clara. 

“I like being in school,” he says. “I like 
being around other people, and work-
ing in teams.” 

What’s really turned things around 
for DeCastro has been getting out and 
doing things recreationally. That’s how 
he discovered Disabled Sports Eastern 
Sierra, via the VA Palo Alto Medical 
Center Recreational Therapy Team, 
which brought him over last winter for 
Operation Mountain Freedom. 

“I hadn’t skied since 2010,” said 
DeCastro. “It was an incredible experi-
ence, and very emotional for me, to be 
able to do something I used to do … 
Not only do they teach you to ski, but it 
inspired the freedom and confidence 
to push to the next limit and not settle 
on boundaries. That was the main les-
son I took away from it: The only limits 
we have are those we set up in our own 
minds. If you work hard enough, you 
can do just about anything. The DSES 
winter camp is a life changing experi-
ence!”

Or, have the freedom sometimes to 
not do anything. 

DeCastro recalls one ski day where 
he was just getting tired, taking falls, 
then harder falls. His nature, his train-
ing, is to keep going. But he said his 
instructor, Michelle Lint, looked him 
in the eye and said, “You know, we can 
take breaks. You got to let that Ranger 
go. Your mission now is to heal your-

self.” 
And perhaps, to help heal others. 
When asked what he wished to do 

with his business degree, DeCastro said 
he was thinking of starting a non-profit 
to provide service dogs to veterans, as 
he has experience training service dogs 
prior to his injury. 

His wife Brianda is just finishing her 
doctorate in psychology. 

It’s something, he says, the couple 
may be able to do together. 

DeCastro has three children. Gilian-
nie (24), Jorge Jr. (21) and Tehani (18). 
He hopes to return to the Sierra this 
summer for DSES’s Operation High 
Altitude. 

The National Wounded Warrior 
Center, proposed to be built on the 
Cerro Coso college campus in Mam-
moth Lakes, would allow Disabled 
Sports Eastern Sierra to provide support 
services to more than 300 veterans and 
their families each year. 

The 36-room facility would provide 
transitional housing designed for vet-
erans, and include areas for recreation, 
learning and dining.

Veterans would also have access to 
educational and vocational programs, 
wellness and PTSD management train-
ing and therapuetic opportunities. 

DSES is in the midst of an $18 million 
capital campaign. See the facing page 
for details.

DeCastro with Instructor Michelle Lint



                                      This page sponsored by the DSES Advisory Council 

$7 million raised toward our $18 million goal for National 
Wounded Warrior Center to be built in Mammoth Lakes!

•  4,000,000 veterans with disabilities across the US
•  11,000 homeless in CA; 22 veteran suicides/day 
•  We need your help to save and change veterans’ lives
•  Donations will be matched 2-for-1 up to $1.5 million

VETERANS WITH DISABILITIES 
NEED YOUR HELP!

Graphic design generously donated by Carol Schotz

Article and ad compliments of Ted Carleton, DSES Advisory Council Member

DONATE NOW: National Wounded Warrior Center 
WoundedWarriorsMammoth.org | 760.934.0609 

P.O. Box 7275, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
An initiative of Disabled Sports Eastern Sierra. Not affiliated with any other organizations.
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BARS & MUSIC
Happy Hour/
Austria Hof. 4-7 p.m. Sunday-Thursday 
and 4-6 p.m. Friday & Saturday. See ad, 
p. 9.
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill Slider 
Mondays,Monday’s @ 9 p.m. Taco 
Tuesday, 3 homemade tacos for $6. 
Wine Wednesday is 1/2 off the entire list 
all day, happy hour wine from 3 p.m.-
close) See ad, p. 7.
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour Mon-Fri., 
Happy Hour from 4-6 p.m. 
Morrison’s Happy Hour Mon-Thurs., 
5-6 p.m.
The Mogul Happy Hour Sun.-Thurs.
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.in the bar with 
food and drink specials.
Mammoth Rock ‘N’ Bowl
Mon. DJ 9:00 p.m  Bowling & 
Beats,Thurs. DJ 10 p.m. Latin Night, 
Saturday DJ  9 p.m. 
Petra’s Bistro & Wine Bar Daily, 5-6 
p.m. $5-10 menu items and drink 
specials. See ad, p. 18. 
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour: 4-7 
p.m. daily. $5 dollar menu items, drink 
specials. Sunday: open at 10 a.m. for 
football. See ad, p. 18. 
Roberto’s Happy Hour: 4-6 p.m. daily. 
Sunday: open at 10 a.m. for football. 
Famous Slocums Happy Hour Mon.-
Fri 4-6 p.m.; Sat./Sun.4-5:30 p.m. 
Dining at 5pm, daily, “No Reservations, 
just come on in”See ad, p. 5. 
T-Bar Social Club in June Lake.
Entertainment virtually every night.
More info: www.tbarsocialclub.com. 
Giovanni’s Happy Hour daily 4-6 p.m. 
Large pizza and a pitcher of beer gets 
you free wings. See ad on this page.
Shelter Distilling Happy Hour 3-5 
p.m. daily: half off all drinks. Free Spirit 
tasting flight 2-3 p.m. daily. See ad, p. 4.
Bleu Daily Happy Hour 5-6 p.m.
$5 Beer, Wine and Small Plates.
The Warming Hut Restaurant Apres 
Ski Afternoons. Fri. - Sun. 4-7. Live 
Music. See ad, p. 10.
Devils Creek Distillery tasting 
room hours. 2:30-5:30 p.m. every 
day. Location: Industrial Park (off of 
Meridian). 123 Commerce Dr. Info: 
760.793.7131. 
Black Velvet Coffee happy hour 4-6. 
Wine tastings on Wednesdays.
Lynne’s Garden of Eat’n happy hour 
4-5. $1 off beer and wine. 1/2 off apps 
and crepes. See ad, p. 8.

April 12-13/
South Central Skankers play Liberty 
Bar. Genre: ska. Time: 9 p.m. Free.
Beach Bar Apres, music by DJ WLDCT. 
Featuring a champagne zipline. Village 
Gondola open till 6 to return to The 
Village. Location: Canyon Lodge. Time: 
1-6 p.m.

Friday, April 12/
You Me and Marty play The Warming 
Hut. Time: 4-7 p.m. Genre: Jazz Trio.

Saturday, April 13/
Mike McGuire plays The Warming Hut. 
Time: 4-7 p.m. Genre: Ween covers and 
more.
Metal Echo plays T-Bar Social Club in 
June Lake. Genre: ska. Time: 9 p.m. Tix: 
$5/GA, $17 w/ T-Bar Express online at 
tbarsocialclub.com

Sunday, April 14/
Sarah McConnell plays The Warming 
Hut. Time: 4-7 p.m. Ukelele and Vocals.
Groove Crater Method plays Black 
Doubt. Time: 7-9 p.m. 
Monday, April 15/
Open mic at Black Doubt Brewing Co. 

April 12-14/
Sierra Classic Theatre’s Summer 
and Smoke by Tennessee Williams 
continues. A co-production with 
Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre. 
More info: see sidebar column next page.

Friday, April 12/
Lone Pine Future Farmers of America 
Fundraiser. Wine and beer tasting, Live 
western entertainment, 50/50 drawing, 
silent auction. Time: 7-10 p.m. Museum 
of Western Film History, 701 S Main 
Street, Lone Pine.

Saturday, April 13/
Eastern Sierra Audubon Monthly Bird 
Walks. All are welcome. Extra field 
guides and binoculars will be provided. 
Meet 8:30 a.m. in the parking lot of 
BLM/Forest Service building, 351 Pacu 
Ln., Bishop. Info: 406.396.5291/www.
esaudubon.org. 
Sierra Bighorn Field Trip. This is the 
best time of the year to see some of the 
600 Sierra Bighorn left in the world. 
Meet in the Bishop CDFW parking lot, 
787 N. Main St. (Cottonwood Grove 
Shopping Center, behind El Pollo Loco). 
Time: 9 a.m. ‘til 12 p.m. Pre-register at 
www.asksnbs@wildlife.ca.gov
Par 3 Tournament at Bishop Country 
Club. Info: 760.873.5828, or Steve at 
steve@bishopcountryclub.com
Symposium: The Impact of Trauma 
on Children’s Brain Development 
& Building Resilience As A Com-
munity. Speaker Lori Poland, CEO of 
The National Foundation to End Child 
Abuse and Neglect. Breakfast and Lunch 
served. Price: $15. Location: First United 
Methodist Church, 205 North Fowler 
Street. Time: 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Sunday, April 14/
Tamarack Challenge XC Event. Dress 
up in your craziest costume for a day 
with friends, food and good cheer. 
Must have a valid season or trail pass. 
Time: 8:30 a.m. potluck at 12 p.m. Info: 
800.626.6684.

Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

TRUE MASTERS PLAY BISHOP,
THEN WATCH AUGUSTA

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

TOWN STUFF

BARS & MUSIC
Time: 6-9 p.m. Sign-up at 5.15 min sets. 

Tuesday, April 16/
Team trivia at Mammoth Brewing Co. 
Time: 6 p.m. Free. Prizes for 1st & 2nd.
Karaoke at Rafters starts at 10 p.m. 
Free.

Wednesday, April 17/
Open Mic In The Loop at T-Bar Social 
Club in June Lake. Hosed by Mike Mc-
Guire. Time: 7-11 p.m. Free. 

April 19-21/
Ben Misterka and Collectivity play Lib-
erty Bar. Genre: Jazz. Time: 9 p.m. Free.

Friday, April 19/
Open Mic at Black Sheep Coffee. Time: 
6:30-8:30 p.m.
Billy White Memorial at T-Bar Social 
Club. Time: 9:30-11:30 p.m. Info: tbarso-
cialclub.com

Saturday, April 20/
420 Party with Jahmark and The Soul 
Shakers at T-Bar Social Club. Genre: 
Reggae. Time: 9 p.m. Price: $12, $24 with 
Shuttle from Mammoth @ tbarsocial-
club.com
Highest Party in The West at Rafters. 
Dreddie Poppins, Pidder Padder, and DJ 
Rodney O play. Time: 10 p.m. 

info@MammothInsurance.com
625 Old Mammoth Rd, Mammoth Lakes

MammothInsurance.com

AUTO - HOME - COMMERCIAL - HEALTH 

Alicia Olson
LIC # 0I19200

OWNERS/BROKERS

Eric Olson
LIC # 0783148

CALL 760-934-2200

calendar of events
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calendar of events
Driver Safety Program Class

Tuesday, April 16th and Wednesday, 
17th AARP Driver Safety Program Class

 AARP Driver Safety Program Class 
held at the VFW Hall, 486 Short Street, 
Bishop.  Please call for your reserva-
tion and details as soon as possible 
Danielle White .760.873.5839. Class is 
limited to 30 participants. 

High Sierra Triathlon Club Season 
Opener

Friday, April 26 from 5:00-7:30 p.m. 
at the Crowley Lake Community Cen-
ter.  Join us for dinner, a power point 
show, information on our training 
program, and race schedule. Meet fel-
low athletes, buy uniforms and par-
ticipate in a raffle.  If you are not yet a 
club member, at our dinner or online 
at www.highsierratri.org.

Please bring your own table settings. 
RSVP to president@highsierratri.org, 
or call 760.935.4088.

Hospital Auxiliary Scholarship 

Each year Mammoth Hospital 
Auxiliary awards college scholarships 
to residents of Mono County who 
are pursuing a career in a medically 
related field. The Scholarship Fund was 
established in 1985 and has awarded 
$589,000 to deserving locals.

Applications for 2019 Scholarships 
will be available April 1 and can be 
picked up at The Cast Off Thrift Store, 
3059 Chateau Rd., Mammoth, or Mam-
moth Hospital.

Eligibility requirements are:
1.  Pursuing a course of study in a 

medically related field.
2. A current resident of Mono 

County and resided there full time for 
a minimum of two years, or currently 
working in Mono County full time for a 
minimum of two years.

3.  Completed two years of prereq-
uisites in a medically related college 
curriculum with a minimum 3.0 grade 
point average, or worked for two years 
in a medically related field in Mono 
County.  

Applications must be postmarked no 
later than June 30 and awardees will be 
announced in August.  

Summer and Smoke

Sierra Classic Theatre, in conjunc-
tion with Mammoth Lakes Repertory 
Theatre, presents a play by Tennessee 
Williams, "Summer and Smoke". This is 
the play's final weekend.

Synopsis: A tragic love story that 
takes place a year before the start of 
World War I in Glorious Hill, Missis-
sippi.

The show runs April 12-14. Show-
times are Thursday through Saturday 
at 7 p.m. and Sunday at 4 p.m. Tickets: 
$20/GA, $18/senior, $10/child 14 & 
under, @ edisontheatre.org.

Holy Bowly

The Unbound Terrain Parks host 
Holy Bowly April 15-21. A snowboard-
ing contest, Holy Bowly is an annual 
international gathering of riders com-
mitted to getting as creative as possible 

TOWN STUFF TOWN STUFF
Sunday, April 14/ (cont.)
Bishop Paiute Tribe’s Annual Earth 
Day. Environmental information tables, 
spring market, food vendors, live music, 
film screenings. Free. Time: 10 a.m. - 1 
p.m. Location: 2300 West Line Street, 
Bishop.
Melanie Wahlberg lecture "How Spiri-
tual Ideas Work In Us," @ First Church 
of Christ, Scientist, 2956 West Line St. in 
Bishop. Time: 3 p.m. More info: See ad 
p. 4. 

Monday, April 15/
Mammoth Lakes Recreation Special 
Board meeting. Location: Suite Z, 
Mammoth Lakes. Time: 5 p.m.
Inyo Associates meeting. Time: drinks 
at 5:30 p.m. Dinner at 6:30 p.m. Loca-
tion: Patio Building at the Eastern Sierra 
Tri-County Fairgrounds. Price: $20.

Tuesday, April 16/
Mono County Board of Supervisors 
meet. Location: Suite Z, Mammoth 
Lakes. Time: 9 a.m. 
Inyo County Board of Supervisors 
meet. Location: County Administrative 
Center, Independence. Time: 10 a.m. 
Mammoth Chamber Power Lunch at 
Jimmy's Taverna. Time: 12-1 p.m. Cost: 
$20/member, $30/non-member. Info: 
ewoods@mammothlakeschamber.com.

Wednesday, April 17/
Bishop Chamber of Commerce Net-
working Luncheon. Location: Astorga’s 
Mexican Restaurant, 2206 N. Sierra 
Highway. Time: 12-1 p.m. Price: $15 per 
person. Info: 760-873-8405
Mammoth Lakes Town Council meets. 
Time: 6 p.m. Location: Suite Z, Minaret 
Mall. 
Primary Care Dr. Erica Rotondo cel-
ebrates the opening of her new medi-
cal office @ 611 West Line St. in Bishop. 
Refreshments, tours, et. al. 2-5:30 p.m. 

AT THE MOVIES

on hand-shaped bowls, hips, spines, 
berms and transitions. 

Contest: April 15-19
Public: April 20-21, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Info: 800.626.6684

1st Annual 4/20 Millpond Disc 
Golf Tournament/ Grand Opening

 On Saturday April 20, Millpond 
County Park hosts a Disc Golf Tour-
nament. $10 entry fee. Registration 
begins at 11 a.m., ribbon cutting 
ceremony at 11:45 a.m., tournament 
begins at noon. The Millpond Disc Golf 
course is the first 18 hole Disc Golf 
course with official baskets (chains 
as they're referred to) and tee pads in 
Inyo or Mono County. The course fea-
tures a variety of holes with manicured 
lawn, native brush, some sand, and 
several holes where the pond itself is 
in play. Designed to be challenging for 
the advanced player yet also forgiving 
for those new to the sport as well. Info: 
Billy at boyobilly@gmail.com.

Sierra Bighorn Field Trip

Saturday, April 13. This is the best 
time of the year to see some of the 600 
Sierra Bighorn remaining. The Califor-
nia Department of Fish and Wildlife 
and the Sierra Nevada Bighorn Sheep 
Foundation provide free public field 
trips to view them.

Meet in the Bishop CDFW parking 
lot, 787 N. Main St. (Cottonwood Grove 
Shopping Center, behind El Pollo 
Loco).  Be dressed for the weather and 
in sturdy footwear.  Sun protection is 
highly recommended.  Bring binocu-
lars or scopes if you have them.  We 
will try to carpool from the office as 
much as possible, and vehicles that 
can be driven off pavement are pre-
ferred but not required.  Field trips are 
usually concluded by noon and typi-
cally involve very little walking.

Pre-registration to www.asksnbs@
wildlife.ca.gov is required as space is 
limited and field trips are weather and 
road condition dependent.

Mamma Mia!

Playhouse 395 presents Catherine 
Johnson's "Mamma Mia!" from April 
26-May 11.

Shows start at 7 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday. Sunday shows begin at 2 p.m. 
All shows are performed at the Bishop 
Union High School Auditorium.

Tickets: $25/reserved, $20/general 
admission at playhouse395.com. Info: 
760.920.9100.  

Black Lake stewardship days

Stewardship days at the Black Lake 
Preserve are on April 18 and May 17. 
The Remote preserve has a geologic 
and agricultural history. Help to pre-
serve the preserve in conjunction with 
the Eastern Sierra Land Trust.

Info:Marie @ 760.873.4554

Thursday, April 18/
Mono County Board of Supervisors 
meet. Location: Suite Z, Mammoth 
Lakes. Time: 10 a.m.
Black Lake Stewardship Day with 
ESLT. More info: see sidebar column this 
page.
Flash Light Easter Egg Hunt. Location: 
Bishop Union High School. Times: ages 
4-12, 7:30-8 p.m. Ages 12+ 8:15-8:45 
p.m. Cost: $5 for children $8 for adults.

Friday, April 19/
Easter Egg Hunt at Mammoth Creek 
Park. Time: 3-4 p.m. Jelly bean guessing 
competition and egg hunt beginning at 
3:15. Info: 760.965.3699.

April 20-21/
Holy Bowly at Mammoth Mountain. A 
snowboarding competition in a skate-
park of snow. Schedule: April 15-19, 
contest, April 20-21, public access. 
Time: 10 a.m.- 3 p.m. More info: see side-
bar column this page.

Saturday, April 20/
Earth Day Celebration at the Village at 
Mammoth. Informational and inter-
active booth fair, ski and snowboard 
donation, raffle and live music. Time: 
2-5 p.m.
Easter Egg Hunt at the Sierra Nevada 
Resort. Over 2,000 eggs will be hid-
den around the resort! Free hot cocoa. 
Arrive at 9:30 a.m. for a hunt at 10 a.m. 
Location: 164 Old Mammoth Road. Info: 
760.934.2515.
Earth Day Celebration at Bishop 
City Park. Time: 10 a.m.- 3 p.m. Info: 
760.709.2452. 
Millpond Disc Golf Tourney. $10 entry. 
Registration begins 11 a.m. More info: 
See sidebar column this page. 



16  I  NO CLASS-IFIEDS/NOTICES                  www.thesheetnews.com                 THE SHEET   I   Saturday, April 13, 2019

Help Wanted

Sierra Employment Services, Inc. is hiring 
for the following positions:

Front Office Clerical M $17- $20
Housekeepers M/B $16+
Sales/Retail B $12 - $14

Relief Property Manager M DOE
Hotel All Positions M $14 - $18

Room Inspector M $16 - $17
General Laborers M/B $15 - $20

 Call 760.924.0523 or 760.873.8599
See our full job list online 

www.SierraEmployment.com

   Mammoth Rock & Bowl/Mammoth Rock 
Brasserie has the following positions avail-
able. Bowling Desk Employees, Server, Bar-
tender, Brasserie Hostess. Contact Stephan 
760.709.0559, or Ann Ward ext. 221.  

   
   Holiday Haus Motel and Hostel Now 
Hiring for year round permanent position 
for a Front Desk .Excellent pay DOE.Please 
contact Todd Roberts at 760.934.2414 or 
stop by and see us in person at 3905 Main 
Street in Mammoth Lakes. 

Z-Z-ZIPPERS! Quality work, speedy 
service. Sportswear, parkas, pants, packs & 
duffels. Hems, too! Call 760.873.4499.

               NO CLASS-IFIEDS
Help Wanted Help Wanted

For Rent

    Tiger Bar Cafe/June Lake seeks Full-
Time,year round cook. Join the Tiger Bar 
Team Call Jill @ (760) 937-5597
    Mammoth Taxi is accepting resumes 
for experienceddrivers with great customer 
service and clean driving records. We are 
also looking for office staff for the right 
person with great organizational skills 
and customer service background. Please 
inquire with Scottie at 760-914-7433. www.
mammoth-taxi.com. 
     Stellar Brew is hiring! Kitchen staff, baris-
tas, and a baker are needed. Be an integral 
part of the community while working with 
an energetic crew of awesome individuals. 
Pay competitive, many benefits. Hiring for 
year round and seasonal positions. Email 
stellarbrew@gmail.com for all the details!           
   Second Chance Thrift Shop seeks bright, 
energetic sales associate. Must be able to lift 
at least 40 lbs. and have some experience 
in a busy retail environment. Apply within. 
Bring resume. 501 Old Mammoth Rd. Info: 
clepre@disabledsportseasternsierra.org. 
    Mammoth Spa Creations seeks Office/
Sales Associate position, which incl. vacation 
accrual, benefits and paid holidays. Experi-
ence preferred. Some heavy lifting, a clean 
background and clean DMV is required. Call 
760.924.3091 or stop by the store at 1401 
Tavern Rd. in Mammoth. 
   Maintenance Position Convict Lake Resort 
is seeking an individual to work year-round 
in our Facilities Department performing 
grounds and building maintenance.
Starting at $16.35/HR. with health, 401(k) 
and other benefits.
Text 760-937-1003 for more information or 
email resume to lcornwell@convictlake.com.     
   Outside Operations Service Representa-
tive This position will require evening, week-
end and holiday hours; additional hours that 
may be required during peak periods and 
large storm cycles.  Job description, wage 
and benefits package provided upon re-
quest. Email your resume to employment@
snowcreekresort.com.     
    Side Door Cafe and Wine Bar is hiring! 
Kitchen Staff: Cooks, Preps and Dishwash-
ers; plus Baristas, Back Servers and Expe-
ditors. Applicants must be able to work 
weekends and holidays, primarily day shifts 
with some evening shift potential. Please ap-
ply in person at Side Door in The Village. 100 
Canyon Blvd., STE 229.
   Bleu Handcrafted Foods Now Hiring!
Looking for food passionate individuals to 
join our BAKING and CULINARY TEAMS!
Baking Team Shifts start at 7am and Culinary 
Team shifts start at 10:30am. Based on your 
experience and interests, we will train and 
place you in the right role at Bleu. Great 
wages, benefits and coworkers!
Part Time or Full Time
Send resumes to theresabrocia@yahoo.com 
or call 760-709-6689

   Mammoth Wealth Management is a local 
affiliate of Wells Fargo Advisors Financial 
Network and is looking for a Client Service 
Associate. Responsibilities will include but 
not be limited to, phone coverage, greeting 
clients, office organization, filing, keeping 
calendars, organizing events, compliance, 
data entry, inventory, interacting with 
custodian broker/dealers, outside money 
managers, mutual funds, insurance and an-
nuity companies. 
Your skills should include, handling sensi-
tive and confidential information with maxi-
mum discretion, excellent communication 
skills, ATTENTION TO DETAIL, proficiency 
in Windows-based programs, organiza-
tion, prioritize and manage multiple tasks, 
excellent verbal and written communication 
skills, professional attitude and demeanor, 
work independently with minimal direction, 
exercise good judgment/decision making 
when necessary, anticipate problems and 
possess a “can do” attitude with the aptitude 
to provide “solutions.” Competitive pay with 
benefits package.
If interested Please contact Eric Wasserman 
at eric.wasserman@wfafinet.com or call 
(760) 924-2600 

   Side Door Cafe and Wine Bar is hiring! 
Kitchen Staff: Cooks, Preps and Dishwash-
ers; plus Baristas, Back Servers and Expe-
ditors. Applicants must be able to work 
weekends and holidays, primarily day shifts 
with some evening shift potential. Please ap-
ply in person at Side Door in The Village. 100 
Canyon Blvd., STE 229.
  Austria Hof Lodge is seeking  full time and 
part time housekeepers. Day shifts available, 
must be able to work weekends. Starting sal-
ary at 15.00 per hour. Apply in person  at 924 
Canyon Blvd or call 760-934-2764 
   Smokeyard is hiring for all positions. If 
you have a great attitude, please send inqui-
ries to info@smokeyard.com.  
   Mammoth Shell now hiring Cashier/Stock 
Team Members. Seeking friendly, mature & 
reliable applicants, flexible hours, apply in 
person @ 3011 Main St. Mammoth.
    
   Innkeeper  Gull Lake Lodge in June Lake 
is looking to employ 2 person team to help 
operate our motel.
   Salary: based on experience
   Housing: 1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ment. All utilities paid.
   Experience required. Submit resume w/
photos and job references to pm93529@
msn.com or visit our website at www.gull-
lakelodge.com”   
   Eastern Sierra Community Bank seeks 
applicants for Part Time Tellers for our 
Mammoth Lakes Branch. Eastern Sierra 
Community Bank is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and offers a complete competitive 
compensation package including vacation, 
medicalbenefits 401(k) and life insurance. 
Employment applications may be picked up 
at any location, or resumes can be submitted 
to hr@escbank.com
     East Side Bake Shop is currently hiring
a baker apprentice(s) for immediate training 
and wholesale work. Accepting line cook 
and chef inquiries as well. We hope you 
enjoy quality baked goods, scratch baking/
cooking and hard work as much as we do. 
Call 760.914.2696. Email resume: eastside-
bakeshop@gmail.com

For Hire

RESCUE 
ON MT.
RUSSELL

   Mammoth Spa Creations has FT posi-
tion in spa maintenance, offering vacation 
accrual, benefits and paid holidays. Experi-
ence preferred. Some heavy lifting, a clean 
background and clean DMV is required. Call 
760.924.3091 or stop by the store at 1401 
Tavern Rd. in Mammoth  
   Tonik is hiring! Part-time Year round posi-
tion Apply in person.     
   Need part time maintenance helper. 
Assist Manager with light maintenance and 
cleaning. Must be self starter and proactive. 
Starts  at $14.00 hr. With room for advance-
ment. call or text 760-709-0131   
 Black Velvet Coffee We are looking for 
passionate people to join our team! Barista, 
Bar Back, Logistics and Shipping positions 
available now. Part Time & Full Time / AM 
& PM shifts. Don’t have prior coffee, food or 
service experience? No worries; it is a plus, 
but not a requirement. Email your resume to 
Info@blackvelvetcoffee.com or drop one off 
at the shop today
    

PERSONALS

Dual Teacher (EL Program) K-5 Bishop El-
ementary School – 2019/2020 school year
Minimum Qualifications
Bilingual Authorization – Spanish
Multiple Subject Teaching Credential - Gen-
eral Subjects
Application Deadline: 4/19/2019
Contact: Kristin Carr – 760-872-1381 x8 or 
apply via EdJoin
Salary:  $46,038 - $81,645 (BUSD 
recognizes up to 15 years of service)
Length of Work Year: 185
Employment Type: Full Time
Comments and Other Information:
COME WORK WHERE YOU PLAY – IN THE 
BEAUTIFUL OWENS VALLEY! The Bishop 
Unified School District is seeking a quali-
fied applicant to join their team. The District 
has an excellent educational program and 
we enjoy and appreciate strong community 
support and involvement. The Board desires 
to employ someone who is willing to work 
with a highly skilled teaching and admin-
istrative staff in continuing to promote 
the District’s commitment to educational 
excellence. Bishop’s main industry is tour-
ism and offers a gateway to adventure for 
persons traveling to a weekend of skiing at 
Mammoth Mountain, fishing on Crowley 
Lake, or rafting down the Owens River. A 
tourist’s delight, Bishop is 250 miles north 
of Los Angeles, California, and 200 miles 
south of Reno, Nevada and 60 miles from the 
entrance to Yosemite National Park. https://
vimeo.com/103113293 www.bishopschools.
org
   Help Wanted- Seeking Pizza Cooks and 
Lounge Servers for expanding business in 
June Lake. Send cover letter and resume to 
info@balancedrocksaloon.com

 Professional Office Space - excellent loca-
tion at 325 Old Mammoth Rd. 3 rooms with 
450 sq. ft., covered parking. Call to inquire or 
tour: (909) 580-0644

MLTPA (Mammoth Lakes Trails and Public 
Access Foundation) Operations Manager: 
Responsible for day-to-day operations, 
budget preparation and management, grant 
management, and staffing of MLTPA. Three 
years of fiscal, administrative, accounting, 
office management, information technology, 
HR, or personnel management experience. 
Demonstrated familiarity and experience 
with computer platforms and software, 
especially Microsoft Office; demonstrated 
familiarity and experience with online tools 
including content management systems 
(CMS); cloud based data storage systems; 
and online employee time tracking software.  
Passion for outdoor recreation a plus. Please 
email resume to hr@mltpa.org

Four hikers were airlifted to safety 
by a California Highway Patrol 
(CHP) helicopter out of Whitney 

Portal.
According to The Inyo County Sher-

iff’s Office Facebook page, on the after-
noon of Sunday, April 7, the sheriff’s 
office received an emergency satellite 
transmission requesting a rescue near 
Mt. Whitney. 

A group of four climbers attempting 
to summit Mt. Russell (14,088 feet) had 
gotten off their planned descent and 
became stuck on the side of a cliff above 
a steep, narrow gully (around 13,000 
feet in elevation). 

The group of climbers could not go up 
or down, so they sent out a call for help, 
using a personal locator beacon (PLB). 
A PLB is a satellite-synced GPS device, 
which sends an SOS signal to rescue 
agencies, along with a location, which is 
important in areas where there is no cell 
phone coverage. 

Inyo County Search and Rescue (SAR) 
and the CHP Inland Division Air Opera-
tions were asked to assist in the rescue. 

The climbers were located at 5:30 p.m. 
by CHP on Mt. Russell. An Inyo County 
SAR team member dropped from the 
helicopter on a 100-foot cable hoist. The 
rescuer secured climbers on the cliff, 
and then hoisted one climber to the he-
licopter. They flew to the Lone Pine Air-
port to drop off the rescued climber and 
refueled. The helicopter returned to the 
mountain and picked up the remaining 
three climbers and dropped them off at 
camp near Lower Boyscout Lake.

The Inyo SAR member was finally 
hoisted into the helicopter around 7:30 
p.m. and taken to Lone Pine. 

The Inyo County Sheriff’s Office 
cautioned the public, “Because of a 
big winter season, the High Sierra still 
has a significant amount of snow. Dif-
ficult and potentially life-threatening 
alpine conditions will likely remain in 
the Sierra backcountry throughout the 
spring and into summer; and climb-
ers and hikers attempting Whitney and 
surrounding peaks need to be properly 
prepared and experienced.”

Bring a Personal Location Beacon 
with you in the event you need rescue. 

By James

If April flowers bring May showers ... 
let’s get in the shower and soap up for a 
month.

I saw you ... using a hairdryer to clear 
snow off the golf course. Can you blow 
heat on my lawn, too?

I hope to see you ... at Summer and 
Smoke. I’ll bring the grass if you bring 
the flask. Oh, that’s right. You can’t 
bring the flask anymore.

I saw you ... lost your Magic. Looks 
like my Johnson can no longer ride the 
Buss.
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         PUBLIC NOTICES 

Notice of Request for Proposals

JUNE 
continued from page 1

Notice Inviting Bids

Notice of Public Hearing

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES
Notice is hereby given that on April 3, 2019 the Town 
Council adopted an Ordinance entitled:

ORDINANCE NO. 19-01

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 
TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, STATE OF CALIFOR-
NIA, REPEALING AND READOPTING CHAPTER 15.16, 
ARTICLE II OF THE MAMMOTH LAKES MUNICIPAL 
CODE.

by the following vote:

AYES: Councilmembers Salcido, Wentworth, Mayor 
Pro Tem Sauser, and Mayor Hoff
NOES: Councilmember Stapp  
ABSENT: None   
ABSTAIN: None
DISQUALIFICATION:  None 

A certified copy of the complete text of the Ordinance 
is posted and may be read at the Town Offices, Minaret 
Mall, Old Mammoth Road, Mammoth Lakes, and /or a 
copy may be obtained from the office of the Town Clerk at 
a nominal charge.

Dated:  April 4, 2019
JAMIE GRAY, Town Clerk
Town of Mammoth Lakes

TS #2019-0057

Public Announcement

FOR PUBLICATION OF LEGAL NOTICES

The Town of Mammoth Lakes is inviting bids from 
newspapers of general circulation in Mammoth Lakes for 
a contract for publication of all legal notices from July 1, 
2019 through June 30, 2020.  The bid proposal packet may 
be picked up in the Town Clerk’s Office.

SEALED BIDS must be delivered to the Town Clerk at the 
Town Offices, Minaret Village Mall, 437 Old Mammoth 
Road, Suite R; or mailed to the Town Clerk, Post Office Box 
1609, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546.  Bids must be clearly 
marked “SEALED BID: Bid for publication of legal notices” 
on the front of the envelope.  Bids will be accepted until 
3:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 25, 2019.

Dated:  April 12, 2019
Jamie Gray, Town Clerk  
         
TS #2019-0056

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE MAMMOTH 
LAKES TOWN COUNCIL will hold a PUBLIC HEARING on 
Wednesday, April 17, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. at the Mammoth 
Lakes Town Council Chamber, Minaret Village Shopping 
Center, Suite Z, to consider the following:

Consider Adoption of a Housing Impact Mitigation Fee 
Schedule. Consistent with the Mitigation Fee Act (Govern-
ment Code Section 66000 et seq.), the recommended hous-
ing impact fees will be available for public review no later 
than April 5, 2019 at the Town Offices at 437 Old Mammoth 
Road, Suite 230, and online at https://www.townofmam-
mothlakes.ca.gov/916/2019-Housing-Fee-Update

All persons having an interest in the proposed application 
request may appear before the Town Council either in 
person or represented by counsel and present testimony or 
may, prior to said hearing, file with the Town Clerk written 
correspondence pertaining thereto.

 Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009(b), if this 
matter is subsequently challenged in court, the challenge 
may be limited to only those issues raised at the public 
hearing described in this notice or in written correspon-
dence delivered to the Town of Mammoth Lakes at, or prior 
to, the public hearing. For additional information, please 
contact Sandra Moberly, Community and Economic Direc-
tor, by telephone at (760) 965-3663 or email at smoberly@
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.

The Town of Mammoth Lakes promotes fair housing and 
makes all its programs available to low and moderate 
income families regardless of age, race, color, religion, 
sex, national origin, sexual preference, marital status or 
handicap.

Mammoth Lakes Town Council
P.O. Box 1609
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

TS #2019-0052

Notice of Filing

Notice of Ordinance Notice of Public Hearing

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 
ARCHITECTURAL AND ENGINEERING SERVICES

Mammoth Lakes Housing, Inc. is requesting Qualification 
Statements and Proposals from architectural firms to com-
plete conceptual/schematic and preliminary plans (50% 
Design Development) for an affordable housing project.  
The project will renovate and convert two existing commer-
cial structures to an anticipated 11 multi-family affordable 
housing units along with site improvements.  The property 
is within the Town of Mammoth Lakes, CA. 

The proposed Scope of Work is a Phase 1 of the complete 
project design and construction phase architectural 
services anticipated for the project.  Federal and state fund-
ing are expected to be used on this project, so design and 
construction procurement will be planned accordingly.  

Contact Mammoth Lakes Housing to obtain the full RFQ: 
Patricia Robertson at patricia@mammothlakeshousing.org 
or at 760-934-4740.  Statements and Cost Proposals are due 
by 5:00 on May, 6, 2019. 

TS #2019-0053

to local business when there is pent up 
demand, so much snow and Easter Sun-
day comes late,” he told The Sheet. 

“I feel that June Mountain is the 
anchor tenant of the June Lake Loop. 
The rest of the businesses thrive or are 
affected by what the mountain is doing.” 

Don Morton runs June Lake Accom-
modations with his wife Lynn. He said 
that year to date the company is up 26% 
from last year. He understands that his 
numbers should be up because last year 
217 inches fell compared to this year’s 
353 inches. 

Morton said that now the mountain is 
closed, they have no properties rented, 
and that they amended their 30 day 
cancellation policy to allow customers 
to back-out for free.

Morton believes this is a missed op-
portunity.

But June’s economy is driven even 
more by visitation in the summer. The 
fishing opener is the final Saturday of 
the month, April 27. If the mountain 
had extended June’s operations until 
Easter Sunday on April 21, June would 
have something going every weekend.

Karen O’Keefe manager of Heidelberg 
Inn enjoys having downtime between 
the end of the ski season and the begin-
ning of fishing season. The break gives 
Heidelberg time to hire employees. The 
winter ones leave to be replaced by the 
summer seasonals. There’s time to clear 
snow and break ice on the lakes to get 
them ready for the rush of the opener. 
She told The Sheet that Heidelberg is at 
about 50% occupancy. 

Barring some sort of big promotion to 
attract people for spring skiing, O’Keefe 
said, she didn’t think it be worth it. 

The Boulder Lodge said it was in the 
middle of transitioning between winter 
employees and that it was at 0% occu-
pancy. 

Brownlie noted that MMSA had 
scheduled June’s closing well before 
the season even started. Schectman 
thought that by February, MMSA should 
have known that there was enough 
snow to extend the snow a couple 
weeks. 

In 2013 when MMSA closed June 
Mountain, it told the community that 
it needed more beds before MMSA 
invested in the mountain. MMSA CEO 
Rusty Gregory was quoted as saying 
they needed about 1,000 more beds.

The Sheet asked Schectman about 
what should come first: community 
investment or MMSA investment.

Schectman said the idea that the 
Loop lacks accommodations is false 
and the idea that most of those beds are 
low quality is also false. June has lifted a 
countywide moratorium on short-term 
rentals. “There are a ton of Airbnb’s and 
a wide range of hotels.” 

To him the lack of investment in June 
Mountain shows that MMSA runs it as 
its overflow mountain—MMSA calls it 
its ‘family’ mountain—and not a for-
profit business, which is unfair to the 
rest of businesses in the community.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Mono County Board of 
Supervisors will conduct a public hearing May 7, 2019, in 
the Board of Supervisors Chambers, Mono County Court-
house, Bridgeport, CA (videoconference at Town/County 
Conference Room, Minaret Village Mall, Mammoth Lakes, 
CA) to consider the following: 

9:20 a.m. SHORT-TERM RENTAL ACTIVITY PERMIT 18-
016/Thompson for an owner-occupied short-term rental 
use involving one bedroom in an existing Single-Family 
Residence (SFR) with a total of three bedrooms at 1613 
Eastside Lane (APN 002-130-047) in Coleville. The land 
use designation is Rural Residential (RR), and maximum 
occupancy shall be limited to two persons and two 
vehicles.

 In accordance with the California Environmental Quality 
Act, a Notice of Exemption will be filed. The project files 
are available for public review at the Community Develop-
ment Department offices in Bridgeport and Mammoth 
Lakes.

INTERESTED PERSONS may appear before the Board 
of Supervisors to present testimony or, prior to or at the 
hearing, file written correspondence with: Clerk of the 
Board of Supervisors, PO Box 715, Bridgeport, CA 93517. 

If you challenge the proposed action(s) in court, you may 
be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else 
raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in 
written correspondence delivered to Clerk of the Board of 
Supervisors at, or prior to, the public hearing.

TS #2019-0058

LOWER MAIN STREET SIDEWALK PROJECT
The Town of Mammoth Lakes is pleased to announce 
construction for the south side of the Lower Main Street 
Sidewalk project will begin the week of April 15, 2019! 
The sidewalk, which is consistent with the design along 
the north side of Main Street, will extend from Manzanita 
Road to Laurel Mountain Road. Also included is a section 
on the north side from Sierra to Mountain. Construction is 
expected to last through the end of summer. 

During construction, business access will be maintained 
and kept open. However, much of the public Frontage 
Road parking near the proposed sidewalk will be closed 
for a portion of the project. 
Business owners in the project area should keep an eye 
out for an informational meeting to be held prior to the 
start of construction. If you have any questions, please 
contact Haislip Hayes at 760-965-3652 or hhayes@townof-
mammothlakes.ca.gov.

The design of the sidewalk and frontage road improve-
ments are complete. The project has previously been 
awarded by Town Council. Town staff is reaching out to 
area businesses to enable them to prepare for potential 
impacts during construction.

We are excited to complete this project, the largest phase 
of the program that represents an investment of over $8 
million and includes (from west to east); 
a) Minaret Connector from 8050 to the Mammoth Brew-
ing, substantially complete;
b) Utilities undergrounding from Mountain to Minaret, 
complete; 
c) Upper Main Street Wall and Sidewalk from Mountain to 
Minaret, substantially complete; 
d) Lower Main Street Sidewalk, north side from Post Office 
to Forest Trail, substantially complete; and, 
e) Lower Main Street Summer 2019 as described above.

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, CALIFORNIA
Jamie Gray, TOWN CLERK
DATED:  April 12, 2019

TS #2019-0059

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

PennBry Adventures

Bruce Penn/Kama Newbry
P.O. Box 7367, 3253 Old Mammoth Road
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by Co-Partners.
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on March 21, 2019. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on March 21, 2019     
File Number 19-050
2019-0042 ( 3/30, 4/6, 4/13, 4/20)

NOTICE OF FILING WITH FEDERAL ENERGY REGULA-
TORY COMMISION

Premium Energy Holdings, LLC hereby provides notice of 
its filing with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC) of an application for a Preliminary Permit to study 
the proposed Owens Valley Pumped Storage Project No. 
14984: 

(i) The application was filed with FERC on April 1, 2019;
 
(ii) the proposed project would be located near the town-
ship of Bishop in Mono and Inyo Counties, CA. The project 
would have an estimated capacity between 800 and 5200 
megawatts;

(iii) Premium Energy’s address is 355 S. Lemon Ave., Suite 

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Clean Queens

White Mountain Trekkers LLC.
24 Tyrol Lane,  P.O. Box 2414
Mammoth Lakes, Ca, 93546

This business is conducted by a limited li-
ability company. The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on, December 
1,2018.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on March 12, 2019.     
File Number 19-040
2019-0054 (4/6, 4/13, 4/20, 4/27)

2011, another big snow year, Brownlie 
said June was kept open longer and 
experienced increased skier visitation 
“in the tens.”

Ridership at Mammoth this week, 
said Brownlie, has been trending at 75% 
of what MMSA had budgeted. If Mam-
moth isn’t making its number, then 
it’s safe to say the overflow mountain 
wouldn’t make numbers either.  

Historically, MMSA has operated 
June Mountain at a loss. At least that’s 
what former June Mountain G.M. Carl 
Williams told Powder Magazine not too 
long ago.  

This year, however, is differen accord-
ing to JLLCOC. There’s more snow and 
Easter falls late. To the Chamber that 
means that there are visitors willing to 
come and June Lake is going to miss two 
weeks of skiers and snowboarders with 
snow on the mountain.

At that April 1 meeting, JLCOC asked 
June Mountain to stay open only on the 
weekends.

Answer: For staffing reasons, MMSA 
said it can’t.

JLLCOC offered closing two lifts J6 
and J4 on the left side of the mountain.

Answer: No.
JLLCOC asked if June Mountain 

planned to expand its summer opera-
tions beyond the weddings it holds at 
mid-chalet. 

Answer: June Mountain will focus on 
the weddings and a few other events 
like Party on June it throws during the 
summer. 

The chamber and MMSA remain in 
discussions and will hold a marketing 
workshop in the fall to discuss ways to 
promote the mountain.

The JLLCOC stated, “We feel that by 
closing on April 7 2019 under these 
circumstances is doing an extreme dis-
service to June Lake’s business com-
munity.” 

Vice-President of the chamber Jamie 
Schectman cited that June Mountain’s 
parking lot was full on closing day as 
evidence that there is still demand to 
visit June for snow.

“June Mountain is doing a disservice 

A, Walnut, CA 91789; 

(iv) a copy of the application is available for inspection and 
reproduction at FERC’s Public Reference Room, located at 
888 First Street, NE, Room 2A, Washington, DC 20426, or by 
calling 202-502-8371. 

This filing may also be viewed on the FERC website at 
http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/elibrary.asp.
 
The accession number is 201904015645. 

For assistance, please contact FERC Online Support at 
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov or toll free at 1-866-208-
3676. FERC will publish a notice soliciting public participa-
tion.

TS #2019-0060
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NATIONAL
By Casselman

In the name of tolerance, a great deal 
of intolerance is being dished out to 
the American public, most of it via 

media venues which profit in various 
ways by its relentless agitation and 
incessant noisy racket.

Nowhere perhaps is this phenom-
enon more audible and visible than its 
presence in the 2020 presidential cam-
paign cycle already well underway. At 
first, it might have been supposed that 
the verbal, physical and legal confronta-
tional rancor would be mostly between 
the two major political parities and 
their nominees --- with a continuing 
emphasis on attacking the incumbent 
president.

An apparently record number of 
nominally serious candidates for the 
challenging party’s presidential nomi-
nation, however, has quickly produced 
efforts to attack certain candidates and 
push them, or keep them, out of conten-
tion --- from forces within that party 
itself.

A lament, has subsequently been 
heard about about the lack of civility, 
fairness and clarity in the rhetoric and 
tactics of the political combat now tak-
ing place.

The truth is, it is time to say, that 
politics in America has just in fact 

returned to its bare knuckle origins. We 
tend to forget that at the very beginning 
of the republic the discourse of U.S. 
politics was personal, defamatory, often 
slanderous, and usually contemptuous.  
No one was spared --- not even George 
Washington, Thomas Jefferson or Abra-
ham Lincoln. As the nation grew in size, 
population, and economic and mili-
tary power  in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries, its political discourse became 
only slightly less contemptuous --- that 

BARE KNUCKLE ORIGINS
is, until mass communications in radio 
and television began to moderate its 
tone when identified speakers voices 
and faces were seen and heard.

With the sudden advent of the inter-
net and social media, anonymity re-
turned and so did the contempt. As with 
other forms of public violence, mass 
attention could also be obtained by 
many of those who eschewed anonym-
ity for public displays of revenge, ugly 
put-downs and sensational ex post facto 
political allegations.

The laments about this state of public 
affairs do not hinder it in any way --- 
and so it not only continues, but grows 
louder, more vicious, and more uncivil. 
Furthermore, it now appears to know 
few if any allegiances, alliances or 
restraints.

It is not going away any time soon. In 

fact, it will now grow louder, especially 
as the 2020 political cycle now under-
way. proceeds toward election day 
eighteen months ahead. Even when that 
election determines winners and losers, 
it will not fade away, as the precedent of 
the 2016 aftermath has established.

One profound consequence of all 
of this is, and will continue to be, that 
some of the most qualified and talented 
men and women in our nation will sim-
ply and understandably avoid or pass 
on contributing to public life, elected or 
appointed.

Nothing, of course, is permanent 
in human affairs, but the politics of 
contempt will not go away until it so 
exhausts voters that public opinion 
finally reasserts itself and declares, like 
a parent to a spoiled child, a firm and 
unchallengeable “NO!”

Eric Swalwell, one of the “nominally serious 
candidates” running for president
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The most iconic destinations. The 
most unforgettable experiences. 
The Ikon Pass returns with 38 
unique destinations across the 
planet. Discover 3 unique pass 
options to choose from including 
a Fort membership + Ikon Pass, as 
well as discounted child passes, 
renewal savings and a new 
payment plan (only $199 down).

BUY NOW & SAVE $100
BEFORE PRICES GO UP APRIL 24
MAMMOTHMOUNTAIN.COM/IKONPASS
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By Maddux

WESTIN WORKSHOP LOPSIDED V. LONE PINE

On Friday April 5, the Mammoth 
Huskies varsity baseball team 
beat the Lone Pine Eagles, 13-3, 

at the JV field in Bishop. 
The game ended when Freshman 

Mitchell Parsons singled, scoring 
Senior Storm Patrie from second base. 
Patrie’s run invoked the 10-run rule, 
ending the game. 

The Mammoth Huskies softball team 

In the top of the 5th inning, Mammoth pitcher Cardiff Smith hurls one by Lone Pine’s 
Lopez.

Mammoth baseball crushes, Mammoth softball crushed 
lost against the Lone Pine Eagles, 0-23. 
The Sheet asked Head Coach Dave 
Swisher how the girls are still smiling 
after their loss. “Because we have a 
team! I don’t yell at them. I encour-
age. I watch out for the girls’s health. 
We only have positive encouragement, 
because most coaches don’t do that. 
I’m different,” Swisher said.

Caroline Casey of Mammoth 
Lakes Tourism put on an events 
workshop that was free for local 

business owners and event organizers 
to attend. The event brought in speakers 
from national media companies as well 
as locals with knowledge of the events 
industry, like the Mammoth Lakes Parks 
and Recreation Department. It took 
place in a conference room in the Wes-
tin Monache.

Casey said that she wants to organize 
conferences like this biannually to help 
give new marekting tools to local busi-
nesses. 

“It’s about building the community 
and making us better event producers,” 
Casey said.

The conference was well-attended, 
with business owners from June, Bishop 
and Mammoth filling up the room at 
the Westin. The presenters, even the 
out-of-towners, used Mammoth specific 
examples to drive their points home. 

Gavin McGarry from Jumpwire Media 
used “an expensive piece of software” 
to dig up the social media data on each 
business in attendance. He showed how 
many posts each company made, how 
effective they were, and how they could 
improve. The most effective local posters 
are Mono County, VisitMammoth, and 
Mammoth Brewing Company. His ad-
vice was simple, practical, and targeted, 
for example, “post once a week.”

McGarry used Bluesapalooza, a client 
of Jumpwire, as a case study. He talked 
about a grassroots sales effort wherein 

a team drove around to each campsite 
in town the week of the festival and 
handed out flyers. This effort could 
be tracked, and McGarry said that it 
brought hundreds of visitors to the Blue-
sapalooza website.

Casey also said that she was happy 
to utilize a newer venue in Mammoth 
Lakes at the Westin.

“I like highlighting the venues that 
we have. That was a nice presentation. 
Its obviously not a massive space but 
we could present a nice experience in 
Mammoth,” she said.

Casey hopes to host more in-depth 
quarterly events for event organizers as 
well.

“Maybe we could do one that’s very 
specific about how to do cross-sharing, 
that could be a 45 minute session on its 
own.”

By Gorman

Gavin McGarry of Jumpwire Media

Local businesses learn about better marketing practices

Cofff Maple Old Fashioned

Featuring, Hungarian Oak Whiskey & Cofff Liqueur

Sunday-Thursday 11am-11pm / Friday & Saturday 11am-1am

MADE IN MAMMOTH LAKES, CA
 Free Spirit Tasting  2-3 & Happy Hour 3-5 Monday - Thursday

100 Canyon Blvd In The Village At Mammoth / shelterdistilling.com

shelter distilling
Small Batch Craft Distillery, Brewery & Kitchen
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THERE’S NEVER BEEN A BETTER TIME TO EXPLORE CREEKHOUSE
New Luxury Residences at Mammoth Mountain.

3-4 BEDROOMS • UP TO 2,742 SQ. FT. • SALES 877-766-9275 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM

A NEW
HOME 
FOR 
FAMILY
FUN
CREEKHOUSE WELCOMES 14 NEW 
FAMILIES TO THIS YEAR’S 
WINTER SEASON.
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