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The Mammoth Lakes Lions Club hosted its annual Student Speech competition on Wednesday, February 19. 
Emily Ness (second from left) was the winner. Other speakers were Mark McConnell, Tessa Adler (second from 
right) and Chloe Wilson. All are 9th graders at MHS,. 
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Mammoth Mites B took home silver at the Presidents Weekend  
Hockey Tournament. Front: Vinson Seibert, Noah Geffre, Miles Coco, 
Grimm Gain, Blaise Pondella, Savina White. Back row: Gretchen Seib-
ert, Parker Obringer, Paul Geffre, Mike Coco, Tucker White, Jackson 
Nicklas, Waylon Knecht, Travis White, Amos Eggleson. See pages 
12-13 for more. 

PS(PS) ... WE LOVE YOUColitas Farms fires back at Mono Supervisors
By Page

Just when you’d think 
you’re fully out of the 
weeds, you can get pulled 

right back in.
The conversation around the 

proposed Colitas Farms project 
in Walker came before the 
Board of Supervisors again on 
Tuesday, with the opportunity 
for the Supervisors to approve 
findings by county staff from 
the February 4 meeting in 
Walker and deny Colitas Farms 
cultivation and manufacturing 
permits.

Jeni Pearsons, represent-
ing Colitas Farms, took the 
podium to read a letter written 
by attorney Nicole Laggner on 
her behalf. The letter asked the 
Board not to deny the permits, 
to reschedule the item on the 
board agenda, and follow staff 
recommendations to approve 
it. 

Laggner’s reasons for ask-
ing for reconsideration: a) 
Supervisors Peters and Gard-
ner’s reasoning for denial fell 
outside the discretion afforded 
in the ordinance b) Supervi-
sor Stump’s assessments were 
inaccurate and contradictory, 
and c) the permit applications 
meet all the requirements 
asked of them. 

The letter asserts that Super-
visor Peters’ determinations 
“did not cite a single ‘articu-
lable impact’ but rather stated 
that he ‘know[s] the commu-
nity pretty well,’”; in addition, 
Laggner further alleges that 
Supervisor Peters had been 
aware of the project since June 
2018 and had, in fact, encour-
aged Colitas Farms to proceed 
at every step of the way. 

Supervisor Gardner was not 
spared, as he faced similar 
criticism for not adhering to 
the criteria of the ordinance, 
and both he and Supervisor 
Peters were accused of abusing 

their discretion as a Supervisor.
Laggner took issue with 

Supervisor Stump for claiming 
that had Colitas committed 
in writing to maintain North 
River Lane, as opposed to an 
oral commitment, his decision 
would have been different. 

Laggner and Colitas asserted 
that Colitas had followed all of 
the procedures that they’d been 
asked to and acted as transpar-
ently as possible from the proj-
ect’s inception; they shouldn’t 
be punished for adhering to 
the rules. Accordingly, in their 
view, there was no sound rea-
son for denying the permits. 

Additionally, Laggner ripped 
the Board for allowing “a small, 
vocal minority to intimidate, 
harass, and bully the appli-
cants, the community and the 
Board meeting process.”

After Pearsons concluded 
reading the letter, a woman 
viewing the meeting from 
Bridgeport stood up to note 
that she and the others gath-
ered in Bridgeport were sup-
portive of the county’s findings 
to deny the permits and stated, 
“I would just like to note based 
on what was just presented, we 
are not a small majority.” 

Supervisor Peters was the 
first on the Board to respond 
to the letter, and he began by 
noting that he is not a lawyer 
and doesn’t speak with “legal” 
terminology.

“I appreciate the passion, the 
drive of the applicants. I don’t 
agree with everything with 
what was characterized with 
what I said and what I did,” Pe-
ters said. “I wholly agree with 
inconsistencies with residential 
character…[it] was not compat-
ible with the community in An-
telope Valley for this particular 
project site.”

Supervisor Kreitz maintained 

Pearsons bringing in an attor

If there was a word to sum 
up Souther California 
Edison’s new approach 

to power shutoffs, it would be 
granular. 

Per Merriam-Webster: 
Granular (adjective):

-consisting of or appearing to 
consist of granules

-finely detailed
At least that’s the word that 

the seven SCE representa-
tives that appeared before a 
joint meeting of Mammoth 
Lakes Town Council and Mono 
County Supervisors seemed 
to return to as the most fitting 
descriptor of their new and 
improved methods. 

Leading the SCE committee 
was Government Affairs Repre-
sentative Cal Rossi, no stranger 

to the Eastside since the first 
Public Safety Power Shutoff 
(PSPS) in mid-September. In a 
preamble, Rossi described the 
meeting as “an opportunity to 
hear first hand the concerns 
of stake holders” as well as 
“to hear from SCE leadership 
about wildfire mitigation pro-
cess improvements that have 
been implemented since we 
last met.”

Rossi then ceded the floor 
to allow for the rest of SCE’s 
cohort to fill in the elected of-
ficials on those improvements. 
The team included corporate 
higher-ups as well as advisors 
and specialists that SCE had 
brought on board to manage 
specific aspects of wildfire miti-
gation. 

Chris Thompson, Vice Presi-

dent of Local Public Affairs for 
Edison, echoed Rossi’s words, 
noting that SCE had experi-
enced “growing pains” with 
PSPS events.

“In a large part, we want to 
hear from you,” Thompson 
said, “hear how we can do bet-
ter, let you know how we can 
better serve you this year…and 
years to come. 

Thompson also referenced 
the combination of factors that 
make Mono County’s environ-
ment unique within Edison’s 
grids, noting that they were 
unable to identify another area 
that presented as many chal-
lenges as Mono County does.

VP of Transmission, Sub-
stations, and Operations Erik 
Takayesu laid out the ground-
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I URD-GE YOU TO RECONSIDER
So a few things that have crystallized (and not) for me this week. 
On Measure F … I see an argument on both sides. 
On the Fire District’s side, how do you protect a community if your employees 

and volunteers have an increasingly difficult time being able to make ends meet 
financially? Firefighters aren’t like cops. They can’t live somewhere else and com-
mute to fires. In that scenario, we wouldn’t be calling them firefighters. We’d be 
calling them ash samplers. 

The second argument for the passage of Measure F - just look at the sheer eco-
nomics. Raising an extra million dollars to defend billions and billions of dollars 
worth of assessed property … seems like a drop in the bucket. And the million you 
spend now could save residents multi-millions of dollars every year in reduced 
premiums - insurers continue to look ever more closely at California fire risk. Pro-
actively addressing that risk is … well, let’s face it. We so rarely pro-actively address 
anything around here that I appreciate the Fire District’s bid at forward thinking. 

On the other side of the ledger … 
The District’s revenues have outpaced expenditures by close to $500,000 each of 

the past two fiscal years according to the “Statement of Activities” from the Inde-
pendent Auditor’s report. 

So critics say, “Hey, if you’re running that kind of surplus, why the heck do you 
need to soak the taxpayers for more?” 

John Mendel is President of the Mammoth Lakes Fire District Board. He said the 
auditor’s report, taken as an independent snapshot, is misleading. Because the re-
port doesn’t reflect the transfer of that surplus to the capital improvement/vehicle 
replacement fund. 

The Great Recession, followed by drought and a slow recovery in property values, 
postponed future planning for several years, so the District is playing catch-up. 

Another argument against Measure F is more philosophical. And was driven 
home Wednesday evening when I attended the Council workshop titled, “Town of 
Mammoth Lakes - Scenario Planning: Community/Destination Strategy Design.” 

I know. A mouthful. 
In a nutshell, there was another consultant giving another report about the “strat-

egery” (and for that word I am forever grateful Bush 43) the Town should adopt 
to meet the growing strain on its infrastructure and a perceived decline in local 
residents quality of life. 

Councilman John Wentworth: I see the place becoming “degraded.” 
Councilmember Cleland Hoff: Our current path is not sustainable. 
And the consultant chimes in that we need to strive for “destination balance.” 
The report is full of the usual bromides and flow charts. Nothing in it you’ve never 

seen before. As Tom Cage quipped, “A consultant is someone who borrows your 

watch to tell you what it is.” 
So it drives you crazy. Because you’ve got a Council that is terrified TERRIFIED of 

change. It talks ad nauseam about its goals and priorities, but can’t make dramatic 
shifts in its budgeting process to adapt quickly enough to profound changes in the 
status quo. 

And then defends itself to the bitter end. “Oh, we’ve dedicated x millions of dol-
lars to housing.” 

Really? Well, dedicate more. And accelerate your timelines. And make decisions. 
The Lakes Basin is too crowded. 
Really? Well, do we limit vehicular traffic to the Basin and invest in transportation 

to alleviate some of the congestion, or do we just keep parroting Captain Obvious 
during Council discussions on the topic? 

A key, unstated reason the Fire District is touting Measure F has got to be that the 
District has no faith in the Town of Mammoth Lakes to address its housing crisis in 
a timely fashion. So they’re trying to do it in their own. The result? We raise taxes 
on homeowners who then pass the increases onto their renters, making hous-
ing MORE unaffordable than it already is, rather than directing funds to an actual 
increase in supply. 

But in terms of “destination balance” … I had an epiphany Wednesday. John 
Urdi and the Mammoth Lakes Tourism Board are absolutely right. They should be 
the ones not only in charge of destination marketing but also destination manage-
ment. Because if we accept the causal relationship between marketing spend and 
visitation, then MLT has a pretty firm grasp on the spigot. Big snow year and people 
flowing in? Spend less on marketing and more on management. Lean snow year? 
Do the reverse. 

And what is management composed of? Land stewardship, better transportation, 
hospitality training. I dunno. Define it and then let ‘em do it - without one more 
penny to do it with. Which would force efficiency. 

Council and staff has lagged on housing, which forced the Fire District to take 
action. 

Don’t lag on the guest experience. Assign the task to the organization best 
equipped to handle it. 

And for godsakes, fire the consultant - the guy … he talked about his report being 
a “creative” document and just the first iteration of many. Well, of course. More 
drafts = more commission. 



Discover Mammoth's New
Luxury Villas. Under Construction.

Now Selling.

Welcome to The Villas. Surrounded by the natural splendor of Mammoth Lakes, The Villas are 
located along the 10th Fairway of the Sierra Star Golf Course, and just minutes from the Village 
center. Owners will enjoy the stylish comfort and beauty of these though�ully designed homes 
situated in the ul�mate des�na�on for family and friends to come together and enjoy one of 
California’s most remarkable regions. 

Advanced Purchase Opportunity
To find out more and register:

760-249-7875
info@villasatobsidian.com
villasatobsidian.com

Discover Mammoth’s New Luxury Villas. Property Brokers: Stephanie Cook, Broker, DRE #01160822; Kathy Richardson, Associate Broker, DRE #01292354
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her stance that the project should be 
approved. 

“Residents knew when they bought 
their homes that ag was permitted on 
the other side,” Kreitz said, “That could 
include commercial uses and likely 
more traffic than imposed by commer-
cial employees.”

Kreitz proposed changing the land 
use designation for all parcels opposite 
homes on North River Lane as “This is 
clearly a problem that’s not going to go 
away.”

Like Supervisor Peters, Supervisor 
Stump reiterated his opposition to the 
project, stating that, “Board members 
are allowed to consider such things as 
private roads” when voting and that 
“Staff did advise proponent that there 
was community opposition [to the 
project].”

Stump also took issue Pearsons 
bringing in an attorney, telling her, 
“You made a lot of statements about 
wanting to be a good member of the 
community. Attorneys stop conversa-
tions more than they start them.”

The Board voted the same way that 
they had on February 4, with Peters, 
Gardner, and Stump in favor of ac-
cepting staff findings and rejecting the 
permits while Kreitz and Chair Corless 
voted in favor of approving the per-
mits. 

Speaking with Pearsons after the 
meeting, she told the Sheet, “This was 
our life dream to build the second half 
of our lives on a rural foundation, start 
a small farm in a small-town commu-
nity where we could retire.  We have 
been pursuing this dream since early 
2018, investing our hearts, time, and 
savings.”

When asked whether or not Pear-
sons and Colitas would continue to 
push for permit approval, Pearsons 
responded, “We believe in what we are 

doing too much to give up now.”
The Sheet asked Pearsons whether 

or not they would’ve continued had 
the project been accepted, given pub-
lic outcry. 

“Yes,” Pearsons said, “because, if giv-
en the chance, we would operate our 
farm with the least amount of impact 
and pursuant to the rigorous regula-
tory requirements imposed on the 
project that are in the interest of public 
health and safety. We want to be a part 
of this community, and we respect 
everyone’s right to the quiet enjoyment 
of their properties and would like the 
same respect in return.”

“When the Planning Commission - 
the experts on land use and impacts, 
unanimously grants a use permit on 
AG land pursuant to the laws that were 
enacted based on the popular vote,” 
Pearsons told the Sheet, “the project 
should be allowed to move forward.”

Below is the letter from Laggner: 
Dear Honorable Board of Supervi-

sors
We request that the Board:
1. Reschedule the item on the 

Board’s agenda and review the staff 
recommendations that urged the 
Board to approve the Permits; and

2. Follow Staff and Planning Depart-
ment recommendations to approve 
the Colitas Farm Permits

for the following reasons:
1. Supervisor Peters and Gardner’s 

determinations were outside the 
scope of the statutory discretion pro-
vided by the County’s ordinance. 

The code provides six criteria by 
which the Supervisors are to evaluate an 
application when approving or denying 
a Cannabis Operations Permit:

1. The experience and qualifica-
tions of the applicant and any persons 

Why am I running for 



PROPOSITION 13

MEASURE F

1% TOT TAX INCREASE

WHY VOTE NO?
✓ If passed Property Taxes will increase...  
    Increased property taxes will increase rents!
✓ Current taxes are already allocated for schools...
    Don’t let Government use schools and our children to get taxes passed!
✓ Don’t be fooled that these funds will benefit our kids,  
    government rarely sends funds to schools as promised!

WHY VOTE NO?
✓ Another vote to increase taxes!
✓ Another tax increase that will lead to higher rents!
✓ Our fire districts are already funded, government needs to budget better!
✓ Tell Government to use the funds already allocated for fire protection!

WHY VOTE NO?
✓ A potential tax being discussed to increase TOT Tax to 15%.
✓  This Tax will put added stress on Mammoth guests and businesses.
✓  This Tax will increase all of our costs (not just the tourists costs)!
✓  Tell your Town Council to pay for housing NOW with Measure A funds          
     currently allocated to Mammoth Lakes Tourism. 
     (Roughly an $8,000,000 + Marketing budget)
✓  Proposed tax would have no sunset after housing is built!

Citizens for Responsible Government.
Tell Government to control their spending!!

BEWARE OF VOTING CONSEQUENCES

Tell Government to live within their means like the rest of US!
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TAXEATERS CHEER PROPOSED HIKE
Mono Supervisors on board with Town’s idea to soak visitors
By Hite

At a joint meeting between 
Mammoth Lakes Town Council 
and Mono County Board of 

Supervisors, Town Staff explained the 
pertinent issues of the current hous-
ing crisis.

Sandra Moberly, the Town’s Com-
munity and Economic Development 
Director, started off by presenting the 
current housing need in Mammoth 
Lakes. The County’s Housing Ele-
ment update calls for a need of 240 
units, 155 in Mammoth Lakes and 
85 in Unincorporated Mono county, 
to be delivered by 2027. The Town’s 
Housing needs assessment, which is 
much more ambitious, totals 595 units 
needed by the community.

The cited reasons for the needs 
were: employers losing housing, the 
current 0% vacancy rate for apart-
ments, the Mammoth Lakes Housing 
waiting list of over 80 families, and 
Mammoth Mountain renting proper-
ties in Bishop for its employees. 

Moberly then described the steps 
taken in congruence with the Com-
munity Action Housing Plan. The 
key items were the Parcel, different 
partnerships taken on by the Town, 
and the contemplation of a 1 point 
increase to TOT dedicated to future 
housing needs.

In regards to the Parcel $7+ million 
has already been committed to the 
first phase of the project. Entitlements 
are scheduled to be completed in 
2021 with site preparation to be done 
by 2022. The end goal is occupancy in 
2023-2024. 

The Town of Mammoth Lakes has 
dedicated $2 million for housing 
partnerships according to Moberly’s 
presentation. This comes in many 
forms such as Mammoth Lakes Hous-
ing grants, the double density bonus, 
Mammoth Lakes Chamber funding, 
and other local endeavors like the 
Town purchasing two units deed-
restricted to employee housing.

Then the TOT increase was high-
lighted. A 1 point increase to TOT 
to be on the November ballot as a 
special tax. It will have no sunset date, 
meaning it is a permanent increase, 
and will bring in an estimated rev-
enue of $1.3 million a year. In order 
for the TOT increase to pass as a ballot 
measure, it would need a two-thirds 
majority vote. 

Board reacts to TOT increase

The TOT conondrum was the most 
robust part of the discussion between 
Council and the Supervisors. 

Supervisor Stacy Corless posed the 
question to her fellow Supervisors as 
Council listened, “It would be great to 
hear from Board members on future 
items. Could we look at formally sup-
porting the TOT increase or is that 
something we want to bring back to 

LOCAL NEWS

No Reservations 
“Just come on in!”

*Saturday 4:00-5:30*

Closed Sundays

*Mon-Fri 4:00-6:00*

DINING ROOM

HAPPY HOUR

opens at 5:30

our board for discussion?”
This past month, Town staff repre-

sentatives went to Mammoth Lakes 
Tourism (MLT), Mammoth Lakes 
Housing (MLH), and the Planning 
and Economic Development Com-
mission (PEDC) to see what the initial 
reaction to a TOT increase was. In 
short, MLT said it wanted more infor-
mation before making a real deci-
sion. MLH and the PEDC relayed soft 
support for the increase, but members 
of both entities desired more details 
before fully pledging to support the 
increase.

Now it was the Board of Supervisors 
turn to react.

Supervisor Bob Gardner started, “As 
far as the increase is concerned, I am 
supportive of it. We need to talk about 
it more, perhaps,” said Gardner, “We 
are not going to deal with the housing 
situation unless we deal with revenue. 
We keep saying that, and kudos to y’all 
for putting it on the table. I think we 
need to put something on the table. 
But we are kidding ourselves if we 
think we can get out of the housing 
problem and not find some revenue 
to do it.”

According to Gardner, Mono 
County’s TOT is at 12% and Gardner 
supported a possible increase to not 
only the Town’s TOT but to start hav-
ing a County-wide uniform TOT. Ad-
ditionally, Gardner praised the Town 
of Mammoth Lakes for the diversity 
of sources when it comes to collect-
ing TBID (i.e. Lodging 1%, 1.5% on 
general sales, etc.)

Supervisor John Peters agreed, 
“When you look at TOT regionally, 
from a competitive standpoint, when 
we are aligned in the Eastern Sierra in 
TOT… We should be getting a broad 
base of support for increases or align-
ing ourselves with other competitive 
markets.”

Supervisor Kreitz sits on the MLH 
board as a representative of Mono 
County and already voiced her opin-

ion a week ago. 
Kreitz claimed the “devil is in the 

details” at MLH and reiterated her 
opinions at Tuesday’s meeting. Kreitz 
also wanted to see how resilient the 
TOT was when it comes to an increase 
and how well a rollout of TOT into 
projects such as the Parcel worked.

Supervisor Fred Stump also 
weighed in, “I concur with Supervisor 
Kreitz in regards to the TOT. I think 
having the same TOT in the Town and 
the County is advantageous. 
 He then Stump changed his rhetoric 
slightly, “I have to speak for District 2, 
particularly the disadvantaged com-
munites; they’re not going to support 
this. They are already disadvantaged 
communities, they are already some 
of the most affordable places in the 
County to live, and they are already 
some of the most poorly served areas 
of the County to live. I am going to 
represent those folks and say you 
need to be careful when you are talk-
ing about county-wide (policies).”

The Mammoth Lakes TOT increase 
would need a two-thirds vote in 
Mammoth Lakes only. The conversa-
tion strayed due to suggestions of a 
uniform TOT in Mono County and 
Town of Mammoth Lakes. The unifor-
mity of TOT is a possibility but neither 
the Board nor Council took any action 
towards making that a reality.

The ballot measure is being worked 
on by Town Staff and stress-tested on 
people in the community. The official 
ballot wording needs to be submitted 
by July 1 in order to be on the ballot 
come November .



got to let people know how they are go-
ing to treat us and what we expect as a 
community,” before saying, “also, I have 
never had a business owner tell me ‘gee 
I have too many employees.’”

Councilmember Lynda Salcido 
agreed there was a problem, “You are 
asking the question ‘are we ok with 
where we are now?’ No, I don’t think we 
are ok with where we are now. We’ve 
got housing issues, sustainability issues, 
Forest Service issues, overcrowding, 
we have too many people in the Lakes 
Basin and we can’t keep the bathrooms 
clean. So to stick to your question, no 
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By Hite
Mammoth Lakes Town Council seeks direction from SMG consultants regarding tourism management
STRATEGO

Photo from the February 4 Supervisors meeting in Walker where approval of Colitas Farms permits was up for debate

On Wednesday, February 19, 
Mammoth Lakes Town Coun-
cil met early for a workshop 

regarding “Scenario Planning and Com-
munity/ Destination Strategy Design.”

An abstract name for a workshop at-
tempting to solve problems facing the 
Town of Mammoth Lakes due to the 
current tourism/ business imbalance. 
Things such as housing, employee man-
agement, upkeep of natural resources, 
and tourism carrying capacity.

Carl Ribaudo, president of SMG con-
sulting, gave Town staff a presentation 
that ended with three solutions: Main-
tain the status quo, destination manage-
ment, and destination balance.

Destination management would 
entail upkeep of our natural resources 
in a way that better balances the tourists 
with the local community. For example, 
Bend, Oregon has a ‘Bend pledge’ that 
is a list of ten rules visitors should fol-
low. They are directions to preserve the 
beauty of the area to a sustainable level.

Destination balance is a plan that 
would raise prices to a point where 
Mammoth Lakes received the correct 
amount of visitors at a given point in 
time. The idea is tourism in any area is 
driven by supply and demand. If the de-
mand is too high, prices can be raised, 
until the supply levels out to a point 
locals are happy with.

Ribaudo said to Council, “You are not 
unlike other tourist destinations around 
the globe,” and asked the question, 
“how do you want visitation to occur?”

During public comment, members of 
the community got up and questioned 
the validity of the design workshop. The 
Managing Director of Sierra Nevada Re-
sort, Brent Truax, started off with, “Do 
we need a different consultant? We have 
had plans from SMG for the last 25-30 
years... I am not really seeing a plan that 
gets into the details that we discussed 
before.” Truax was referring to a meet-
ing that prompted the consultant’s 
contracting. 

John Urdi, the Executive Director 
of Mammoth Lakes Tourism, told the 
consultant and staff, “What you have 
asked for and what you have got is a 
starting point. There are a whole lot of 
other steps. I understand this plan isn’t 
complete but I don’t think it was meant 
to be complete. This is the bones and we 
have to put meat on the bones.” 

Urdi said that the tourism problem in 
the town is real, citing TOT revenue in 
January 2019 being $3 million while July 
revenue was $1.7 million. Urdi then said 
he thought more people were in town 
during July... so something was off.

Finally Tom Cage, owner of Kit-
tredge sports, disagreed with a lot of the 
presentation claiming, “Business, even 
though our snow has been very lean, 
has not been off that much.”

“It is 6% down off of a record year. 
This is a plan you put together when 
your MLT has failed you. Your MLT has 
not failed you,” Cage said,  eventually 
telling Council, “This is a nice clean pre-
sentation, this is what consultants do all 
the time. Other than taking your watch 
and telling you what time it is.”

Council listened but still felt like a 
coordinated plan was necessary. Coun-
cilmember Cleland Hoff said, “We need 
to educate the visitors. We haven’t been 
doing it and it’s getting worse. We have 

what we are doing now is not enough.”
Maintaining the status quo was not an 

option.
Mayor Bill Sauser questioned the 

transition to high-end clientele as the 
Town of Mammoth Lakes has built the 
tourism industry by being a destination 
to people of all socio-economic back-
grounds. Once this market segment is 
lost it would be hard to get it back.

Towards the end of the workshop 
Councilmember Kirk Stapp asked Rib-
audo, “What is the first step?”

Ribaudo answered, “The first step, 
if we are centering around option two 

then, I would come back at another 
meeting really fleshed out in detail what 
the next steps are.”

Stapp responded, “Can’t the [Town] 
Manager do that rather than a consul-
tant?”

Ribaudo immediately responded, “It’s 
already in the contract. I’ll do it any-
ways.”

“Alright,” said Stapp.
Eventually Mr. Ribaudo will be back 

at Town Council displaying the ‘fleshed 
out details’ of how Mammoth Lakes is 
going to balance tourism with the resi-
dents that live here.

WALKER
continued from page 1

involved in the management of the 
proposed cannabis business;

2. Whether there are specific and ar-
ticulable positive or negative impacts on 
the surrounding community or adjacent 
properties from the proposed cannabis 
facility

3. The adequacy and feasibility of 
business, operations, security, waste 
management, odor control, and other 
plans or measure submitted by the ap-
plicant;

4.Whether granting the permit will 
result in an undesirable overconcen-
tration of the cannabis industry in a 
limited number persons or in a limited 
geographic area within the county

5. Environmental impacts/benefits of 
the cannabis such as waste handling, 
recycling, water treatment and sup-
ply, use of renewable energy or other 
resources, etc; and

6. Economic impacts to the commu-
nity and the county such as the number 
and quality of jobs created and/or other 
economic contributions

Supervisor Peters determinations 
did not cite a single “ articulable nega-
tive impact” but rather stated that he 
“know[s] the community pretty well,” 
and that, ultimately, “it’s not about who 
the people are, necessarily,  but about 
the character of the community.” As 
noted by Supervisor Kreitz, the task of 
the Supervisors is not to subjectively 
evaluate the “character” of their com-
munity, but rather, to evaluate the 
appropriateness of a business permit 
purusant to specific criteria. Moreover, 
Supervisor Peters has been aware of the 
details of this project since June 2018; at 
no point did he ever suggest to Colitas 
Farms that their business was contrary 
to the “character” of his district; rather,  
he encouraged them to proceed at every 
stage and urged them “to be pioneers.”

Supervisor Peters’ findings are not 
supported by the directives of the ordi-
nance and unless remedied as request-
ed here, would amount to an abuse of 
his discretion.

Similarly, Supervisor Gardner’s 
comments also do not provide a single 
“articulable negative impact.” He stated 
that “ it would hurt the community 
character […]” and the project is “too 
close to the residential area.” The Plan-
ning Commission unanimously ap-
proved the project as it is within the 
current setback requirements of the 
ordinance. “Community character” is 
not one of the criteria that the Super-
visors are permitted to rely upon in 
evaluating the business permit. This too, 
if left unremedied, represents an abuse 
of discretion of Supervisor Gardner’s 
authority. 

2. Supervisor Stump’s determina-
tions were inaccurate and in direct 
contradiction to the written plans 
provided to the Board for review. 

Supervisor Stump incorrectly summa-
rized that, had Colitas Farms provided 
written documentation of its intent to 
maintain the private road, rather than 
only oral commitments to do so, then 
that would have affected his decision; 
however, the written pack specifi-
cally addresses the maintenance of the 
private road. Either Supervisor Stump 
did not review the plans submitted by 
Colitas Farms, or mistakenly made this 
determination. In either case, this false 
statement cannot be relied upon to 
deny the applicant’s permit. 

3. Fundamental fairness and due 
process requires the Colitas Farms 
Permits to be approved: Colitas 
Farms’ Permit Application meets all 
statutory criteria and has been ap-
proved by the Planning Department 
as suitable use for the location under 

the County Code. 
Colitas Farms has acted prudently 

and transparently with the County from 
the inception of their project in early 
2018, meeting frequently with their 
resident Supervisor (Supervisor Peters) 
and the planning department. They 
were instructed to include all possible 
iterations of their project and “paint” 
with a broad stroke because they could 
always scale back. On several occasions, 
they were encouraged by Supervisor 
Peters to proceed with their project. The 
owners of Colitas Farms have invested 
hundreds of thousands of dollars based 
on the direction and recommendations 
of the County, including the purchase 
of land, substantial cleanup of the land, 
a CEQA analysis, and professional sur-
veys and evaluations regarding build-
ing, land, and water.

Colitas Farms’ Use Permit was 
unanimusly approved by the Planning 
Commission. Accordingly, staff recom-
mended to the Board to approve Colitas 
Farms’ Cannabis Business Operations 
Permits. In tentatively denying approv-
al, the Board has abused its discretion 
in citing reasons outside of the scope of 
the ordinance for denying the Permits 
and has allowed a small, vocal minor-
ity to intimidate, harass, and bully the 
applicants, community and the Board 
meeting process.

Based on the foregoing, we respect-
fully request that the Board not approve 
and adopt the findings that would 
deny Colitas Farms Permits, and that 
the Board uphold its procedural and 
administrative duties in appropriately 
evaluating the project on the criteria 
required by the ordinance.

Very truly yours,
Nicole Laggner (Clark-Neubert LLP)



GRADUATION DAY

LOCAL BRIEFS

From Thursday, February 13 to Monday, February 17, 2020, six members of MLPD & MCSO Explorer Post 7880 joined their 
peers from all over the State of California at the Explorer Academy, an abbreviated version of the Law Enforcement Academy. . 

At the Academy, Explorers experienced physical training (including a dab of pepper spray on their eyes), drills and classroom 
instructions. Classes included ethics, traffic control, preparing for a career in Law Enforcement and numerous other topics. There 
were also demonstrations from the Bomb Squad, K-9 Teams, Chemical Agents, SWAT and Helicopter Ops. Attending and com-
pleting the academy builds confidence and perseverance in these law enforcement officers of the future.  MLPD couldn’t be more 
proud of our Department’s six Explorers that graduated from this year’s OCLEEAA Explorer Academy. Explorer Cecena and 
Explorer German brought home two awards for their excellent work.

-Press Release
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Benton Crossing Landfill update

With the Benton Crossing Landfill 
closing 2022 the joint meeting between 
Mammoth Lakes Town Council and the 
Mono County Board of Supervisors had 
one agenda item updating the commu-
nity of the new solid waste program.

    The current landfill needs $5 mil-
lion to close and funding appears to be 
in place according to Justin Nalder, the 
Solid Waste Superintendent for Mono 
County. 

    There are a variety of solutions 
available to Council and the Board of 
Supervisors but they have two agree-
ments that necesitate coordination in 
this endeavor. There is a flow agreement 
and a parcel fee agreement.

Nalder told the room of Council 
members and Supervisors that, “There 
is some creative opportunities that we 
could consider. And I think those will 
get fleshed out as we get responses back 
from this RFP (Request for Proposal). 
Internally we are already working on 
engineer cost estimates and design ap-
plications so we will have something to 
base it (responses from RFP) off of.”
    One option, brought up by Town 
Council member Kirk Stapp, was ship-
ping solid waste to Nevada, “What’s the 
status of looking at that? And what is the 
cost in relation to that? Is it just going to 
be prohibitive or is it something that is 
going to be viable?”

    Holler responded, “Right now, 
based on preliminary information, the 
actual trucking cost and tipping fee at 
the Nevada landfill is a little less than 
the tipping fee at Benton Crossing.”

    Stapp wanted clarification, “So it 
would be the transportation costs?”

    Holler then said, “Transportation 
and tipping together to Nevada is less 
than the tipping fee at Crossing today.”

    Town Staff said the comparison is 
not “apples to apples”, as they would 
have to completely change the system 
of disposing of solid waste. Additionally, 
Mayor Bill Sauser mentioned shipping 
to Nevada would imply Mono County 
and Mammoth Lakes giving up control 
of future tipping fees.

Sauser also had concern for tipping 
fees in general, “My fear is, I think the 
tipping fees are going to have to go up, 
and to cover the costs of all of this, how 
are we going to deal with the fallout?” 
Sauser said, “One of the things that we 
haven’t talked about is the potential 
fallout of higher costs that we are going 
to have to pass on to the consumers.”

Nalder eventually answered the ques-
tion with, “Ideally, we would design 
systems to minimize the impact to the 
customer. So they’re not seeing so much 
of a hit up front… The goal, at least on 
my part, would be to make changes in 
such a way that most of the residents 
wouldn’t notice any change. They might 
see a slight increase in their tipping fees 
but otherwise they take most of their 
waste to the same facility and then life is 
good for them.”

Mammoth Lakes Town Council and 
Mono County Board of Supervisors will 
be receiving regular updates on solid 
waste solutions until the Benton Cross-
ing Landfill officially closes.

-Hite

Salcido and WWII

The last agenda item for Mammoth 
Lakes Town Council at the Wednesday 
February 19 meeting asked Council to 
comment on two letters regarding SB 
54 and AB 1080, two bills that would 
legislate out 75% of single-use plastics/ 
packaging by 2030. Additionally, it 
provides an incentive system for Calre-
cycle to manufacture items in state with 
recycled plastics.

The letters sent to California senators 
associated with the bills pledge support 
and give a tentative action plan for said 
support.

Below is a transcript of how the Coun-
cil reacted to sending these bills

Bill Sauser: “Any questions or com-
ments?”

Lynda Salcido: “Well the comment is, 
I think this is weak in the extreme. We’re 
giving them ten years to do something 

when we took, what, five years to win 
World War II? I think this is ridiculous.”

Holler: “You’re asking Calrecycle 
to do the work so ten years might be 
(generous).”

Salcido: “I think it’s sad. I think it’s 
just pathetic. So, yeah, of course I am 
in favor of the letter but I think it is 
ridiculous.”

Bill Sauser: “Any other questions or 
comments?”

Stapp: “I support Lynda’s comments.”
Sauser: “Well, when I first heard the 

change of going to single use contain-
ers, I asked Dan if I need to go from 
buying six-pack containers of beer to 
buying kegs…[back and forth with other 
Council Members]... And with that I will 
ask for a motion.” 

Council approved and submitted the 
letters after a 5-0 vote.

-Hite



BRIEFS
continued from page 9

PHOTO: CHP OFFICER TOREY MICHENE

On February 15 at approximately 8:50 PM, a juvenile was driving a 1996 Chev-
rolet pickup (Chevrolet) Northbound on Sunland Road in Bishop while speeding 
and was approaching Sunland Indian Reservation Road while a different juve-
nile was driving a 2002 Toyota Tacoma (Toyota) northbound on Sunland Road, 
behind the Chevrolet, while also speeding. The driver of the Toyota attempted to 
pass the Chevrolet while crossing double yellow lines into the Southbound lane. 
At the same time, the driver of the Chevrolet was reducing speed and began to 
make a left turn onto Sunland Indian Reservation Road. The two vehicles col-
lided within the intersection resulting in the Toyota rolling over multiple times 
eventually landing on its roof in a field to the west of the Highway. Two more 
juvenile passengers were riding in the bed of the Toyota were subsequently ejected 
from the vehicle. The driver and right front passenger of the Toyota were suspend-
ed upside down by their seat belts until they were assisted by another party. Per-
sonnel from Bishop CHP, Bishop Volunteer Fire Department, Symons ambulance 
and Inyo County Sheriff’s Office responded to the collision. All five involved par-
ties were transported by Symons Ambulance to Northern Inyo Hospital for minor 
injuries. This collision remains under investigation by the Bishop CHP Office. 

      -Press Release
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JOYRIDE GONE WRONG
Pot Convictions Disappearing

Los Angeles’ district attorneys are 
up to their eyeballs in pot convictions. 
But, with the legalization of cannabis, 
now the work load is setting aside 
those convictions.

While Inyo County’s pot cases don’t 
measure up to Los Angeles County’s, 
District Attorney Tom Hardy has as-
signed an assistant DA to what he 
describes as a rather time consuming 
process. Nearly 250 locals will end 
up with no pot convictions on their 
record.

Los Angeles’ DA is asking the court 
to set aside those convictions. Inyo’s 
going a different route, according to 
Hardy. “What we have been working 
on is the process set forth in Health 
& Safety Code, section 11361.9,” he 
explained in an e-mail. 

“Under that Code, the California 
Department of Justice notified Inyo of 
convictions it knew about which ap-
peared to be eligible,” the e-mail goes 
on. Inyo has until July 1 to notify the 
Superior Court of any convictions the 
DA doesn’t want to see erased. Hardy 
estimated his office may only file ob-
jections on two or three of those cases.

In the past, the DA’s office has not 
objected to petitions to set aside con-
victions brought by individual defen-
dants, Hardy stated. “Over the years 
many, many misdemeanor cannabis 
convictions have been set aside in Inyo 
County under the older rules where a 
defendant was eligible for dismissal on 
the completion of probation or a drug 
diversion program.”

So this process is nothing really new, 
just really large in scope.

Between the Inyo office’s research 
and the state DOJ, the number of po-
tential cases eligible for relief in Inyo 
County is around 250, some dating 
as far back as 1940, Hardy stated. The 
only ones not eligible are those where 
the individual also has serious felony 
convictions.

The key is whether the defendant 
“poses an unreasonable risk of danger 
to public safety.” The DA can look at the 
extent of injury to victims, prior prison 
commitments and how old those 
felony convictions are. The decision 
will be based “on criminal behavior 
over and above any underlying canna-
bis crimes,” Hardy stated.

But, Hardy repeated there are a 
“very, very limited number of cases” 
that fall into that category.

    -Deb Murphy

Prescribed fires still burn

The Mammoth, Mono Lake, and 
White Mountain Ranger Districts of 
the Inyo National Forest will continue 
to implement prescribed fire projects 
in the upcoming winter and spring 
months as conditions permit.

 Crews have taken advantage of snow 
on the ground to complete pile burn-
ing in locations throughout the for-
est. Thinning and pile burning helps 
to restore the forest to more natural 
conditions. Crews then focus on these 
areas for prescribed fires to help return 
the natural fire cycle.

 Prescribed fires are planned months 
in advance, are dependent on meet-
ing the prescription parameters for 
temperature, wind, relative humidity, 
air quality, fuel moisture, etc. These 
areas are prepped in advance with fire 
hose, water, and other equipment to 
help ensure a higher level of control. 
The correct level of firefighting staff 
is in place upon ignition. Fire inten-
sity (flame length) can be controlled 
through ignition methods.

 These projects help to reduce haz-
ardous accumulations of vegetation 
and fuels, reduce overall fire danger to 
firefighters and the public, build resil-
ience to future catastrophic wildfires, 
and produce less smoke than severe 
wildfires.

 Smoke may be visible at times from 
Highways 395, 158, 167, 120 and 203, 
as well as the communities of Mono 
City, Lee Vining, June Lake, Mammoth 
Lakes, Crowley Lake, Sunny Slopes, 
and Tom’s Place. All prescribed fire 
activities will be coordinated with 
the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution 
Control District in order to provide the 
best smoke dispersion and to reduce 
impacts to Eastern Sierra communities.

 When you see prescribed fires dur-
ing the cool times of the year, please 
understand that we are creating 
healthier forests and wildfire resilient 
communities: for today and future 
generations

    -Press Release

Chicken & Beef Teriyaki

Tempura  •  Tonkatsu

Sukiyaki  •  Calamari  •  Sushi

Full Service Cocktail Bar & Lounge

760-872-4801
OPEN AT 5 PM

635 N. Main St. in Bishop

25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

JAPANESE RESTAURANT & SUSHI BAR



”

“
I’m just hoping that you 

can do something... I’m 

really disappointed, but I’m 

not gonna stop.

-Jeff Gordon
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detailing three specific areas within 
the power grid that SCE was reworking: 
marking the grid, increasing situational 
awareness technology, and improving 
capabilities for managing operations.

Takayesu broke the grid into two com-
ponents, transmission and distribution, 
explaining that transmission deals with 
the two 115k volt lines that serve the 
substation at Casa Diablo. Occasion-
ally, one of those lines experiences an 
extended outage while the other con-
tinues to provide the necessary power. 
If the other line goes down, Takayesu 
explained, it creates “a situation like the 
one we had in October.” The distribution 
grid is more widespread and balanced, 
allowing for lines to de-power without 
threatening the whole system. 

As part of overhauling the transmis-
sion system, SCE identified 1,500 poles 
that needed replacement. With 800 
already replaced, Takayesu estimated 
the project would reach completion by 
the end of April. 

SCE also has plans to expand their 
network of weather stations by adding 
twelve to the existing network of twelve 
already in place. 

“Because we don’t have as many 
weather stations here, we have to 
figure out ways to fill in the gaps,” said 
Takayesu, noting that SCE would use 
existing public weather stations along 
with field reports to expand existing 
weather information. 

Tom Rolinski, a fire scientist hired 
by Edison last year, filled the elected 
officials in on how the company builds 

weather models using two recently pur-
chased supercomputers. 

Rolinski explained that those models 
also take into account existing moisture 
in vegetation levels that crews test twice 
a month to build out a fire potential 
index to use in 
determining 
power shutoffs. 

According to 
Takayesu, SCE 
will have crews 
working to 
replace existing 
infrastructure 
with covered 
conductors, 
which lowers the 
chance of tangled 
vegetation spark-
ing fires. 

In response 
to vegetation-
sparked fire, SCE 
hired vegetation 
expert Brian 
Sprinkle. Under 
Sprinkle, SCE 
is increasing 
inspection times 
and processes to “get more eyes on trees 
and brush around conductors” and  
“proactively prevent tree + vegetation 
encroachment.”

On the customer relations side of 
power shutoffs, Mike Marelli, VP of 
Business in the customer division told 
the officials, “We want you to relay how 
seriously we take Public Safety Power 

Shutoffs…when we do re-energize, we 
know that there’s an impact on custom-
ers.”

Marelli explained that SCE is working 
to expand the programs currently of-
fered to customers, especially in prepa-

ration for power 
outages and 
coordinating the 
utility’s activities 
to re-energize 
areas. Some of 
the changes that 
the company is 
making, Marelli 
said, are mod-
eled after Mono 
County’s current 
notification sys-
tem, which he’d 
heard was “more 
accurate than our 
website.”

He detailed 
that SCE was also 
expanding its 
capacity to assist 
the more vulner-
able members of 
the community 

(the elderly, those with mobility impair-
ment, non-English speakers) to mitigate 
the more extreme impacts they may 
experience from an outage. 

Many of the officials gave the SCE 
representatives suggestions for improv-
ing their overall system; Supervisor 
Fred Stump suggested posting circuit 
information on bills so that custom-

EDISON
continued from page 1

ers could be aware of which circuits 
they’re on while Councilmember 
John Wentworth pushed for increased 
information on the chain of command 
used with local contractors. 

Mammoth Lakes Mayor Bill Sauser 
reiterated the need to restrict noti-
fications to only what’s necessary to 
convey at the proper times, lest a “Boy 
who cried Wolf” scenario occurs on a 
busy weekend. 

Supervisor John Peters urged SCE 
to examine its claims process, noting 
a number of  “communities where 
economic loss due to PSPS is real and 
it can be backbreaking.”

To underscore Peters’ concern, Jeff 
Gordon, a Benton resident, took the 
podium to detail repeated issues he’d 
experienced with his well system. Gor-
don reported three separate occasions 
where he’d filed claims on damage 
to his well, only to have the claims 
denied due to damage not being SCE’s 
fault. 

“I’m just hoping that you can do 
something,” Gordon said, “I’m really 
disappointed, but I’m not gonna stop.”

Rossi expressed interest in host-
ing a town hall meeting between the 
company and customers to increase 
dialogue between the two parties 
moving forward.



The 2020 Presidents Weekend Outdoor 
Hockey tournament took place from Feb-
ruary 14-17 at the Mammoth Ice Rink. 

Teams from Burbank, Pasadena, San 
Jose and Panorama City made the trek 
to Mammoth to take part in the annual 
tournament, which featured teams in 
four divisions, ranging from 7-12 years 
old. 

This year’s edition of the annual tour-
nament saw two Mammoth teams make 
the finals in their respective divisions, a 
first for the local hockey program. That 
accomplishment is compounded by the 
fact that Mammoth youth teams only 
have about three months of practice and 
the youth hockey program has only been 
existence since 2012. 

The Mammoth Stars Mite B team took 
home second place in their bracket, fin-
ishing with two wins and two losses, the 
second of which came in the champion-
ship game. 

The Mammoth Stars Peewee B team 
also finished in second place with the 
same record, losing a close champion-
ship game to the Pasadena Maple Leafs. 

“The Mites players, coaches & the 
rink support staff put in a lot of work 
this season and it paid off,” Coach Mike 
Coco said of his team, “From losing every 
game, by a large margin, in our early 
season tournament, to winning games & 
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Mammoth Youth Hockey sees best finish yet

SPORTS
gaining a podium, in our last endeavor, 
I can’t express how proud we are of 
everyone involved in helping our kids & 
program grow.

 Jon Thayer, coach for the Peewee 
squad, told the Sheet, “This group of kids 
only play together for two months of the 
year due to the tough conditions the rink 
endures throughout the season. The per-
severance they displayed throughout this 
tournament while playing against top tier 
travel teams from all over the state is as-
tounding. Playing in the championship is 
a proud accomplishment for this team.”

   -Page

(i)AUSTRIA HOF 
RESTAURANT & BAR 

HAPPY HOUR 
44--66::3300PPMM  SUN-THUR 
44--66::0000PPMM   FRI & SAT

OPEN AT 5PM FOR DINNER- 7 DAYS A WEEK 
760.934.2764 I 924 CANYON BLVD I NEXT TO CANYON LODGE

Craftsman® and Milwaukee® Hand Tools & Accessories
2307262, 2307270, 2335339, 2335321, 2392413, 2392421, 2472587, 2621902

YOUR CHOICE

S A L E

$999
Each 

RED HOT BUYSFEBRUARY VALID FEB 1ST - 29TH

DeWalt®  20 Volt MAX 
Lithium-Ion Impact Driver,  

Drill/Driver Kit, 
Reciprocating Saw,  

Circular Saw 
or Angle Grinder

2385458, 2492577, 2393114,  
2393122, 2398386

YOUR CHOICE
S A L E

$9999
Each 

STARS SHINE BRIGHT AT PRESIDENTS TOURNEY

Briar Cagle makes a move up ice

Reed Cagle looks for an open pass; Aiden Sexton carries the puck into the offensive zone 

Briar Cagle leads the charge on offense
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JUST THE TIP = ADULT LEAGUE CHAMPSHOCKEY
continued from page 12

Left, Pat Cosmano of Feisty looks to make a play up ice; Right, John Urdi, also of Feisty, winds 
up for a s slapshot

The Mammoth Lakes Adult Hockey 
League concluded play on Tuesday, 
February 17. The play-in games for the 
championship saw one-win Just The Tip 
(JTT) take the one-loss Moose Knuck-
les, while Feisty topped the June Lake 
Loopers. 

The championship was hotly contest-
ed, and threatened to go into overtime 
before Aaron Ringer scored an end-to-
end goal to put JTT on top 5-4 with less 
than two minutes to go. Despite Feisty’s 
best efforts, JTT’s goalie, Tim Crall de-
nied a last-minute comeback.

The winners, from L-R: Steven 
Dempsey, Mike Poisson, Ryan Nicklas, 
Steve Knecht, Tim Crall, Aaron Ringer, 
Jeff Meadway, Mike Coco, Duncan Con-
stable, Zach Smithson.

LOCAL BRIEFS

Savina White shows off her medal

L-R (back): Coach Jon Thayer, Hunter Dailey, Kobe Carpenter, Tyler Cilbert, Briar Cagle, 
Galvin Helviem,  Coach Ken Carpenter, Madyn Weller
Front: Aiden Sexton, Reed Carpenter, Birch Ray, Ridge Ray, Brayden Morley, Reed Cagle, 
Chaste Butler 

PHOTO: MAGNOLIA BARRA



see SCHOTZ,  page 18
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Bob Schotz, long-time resident of 
Mammoth Lakes who first visited the 
area in 1939, died on December 10, 2019 
in San Luis Obispo. He was 94 years old.  

Schotz was the longtime owner of two 
lodges in the Lakes Basin, a fixture in the 
local construction trade and a commu-
nity leader. 

In 1940, at the age of 15, he went to 
work at Tamarack Lodge, where he ran 
the laundry, providing clean linens, 
towels, and tablecloths for the 42 cabins, 
14 lodge rooms and the dining room. It 
was the biggest lodge between the San 
Gabriels and Lake Tahoe.

In an oral history recorded by the late 
Ken Butner, Schotz said he drove up 
from Glendale in an old Model A with 
his dad to take the job, driving at night 
so the car wouldn’t overheat. 

The owner of Tamarack at the time 
was Lloyd Austin, whom Schotz de-
scribed as looking just like John Muir. 

“Doc” and Betty Spencer were crucial 
to Bob’s Mammoth indoctrination. Betty 
trained Bob to run the laundry, while 
Doc taught him the construction trade 
upon his return post-WW II. 

After his third summer at Tamarack, 
Bob enlisted in the Navy in 1942 at the 
age of 17. After service in the Pacific 
arena during World War II, during which 
he became a lieutenant in the Navy, he 
used his GI benefits to get a degree in 
industrial arts at the University of Cali-
fornia, Santa Barbara. 

During that time he still spent his 
summers in Mammoth. 

After teaching school for a few years 

down south post-graduation, 
he returned full-time to 
Mammoth in 1950, catching 
a break when the owners 
of the Woods Lodge, who 
had three young children, 
decided they’d had enough. 
They sold the lodge (de-
scribed by Bob as “the seven 
old shacks”) to Schotz in 
1951. He owned it for a mere 
68 years. Later, he acquired a 
second property in the Lakes 
Basin, Wildyrie Lodge. Both 
lodges are now operated by 
Bob’s son Stan. 

At the same time, with Doc 
Spencer’s tutelage, Schotz 
began his own business as 
a builder. And because he 
loved to ski, it was inevitable 
that he’d happen across a 
man named Dave McCoy, 
who was developing ski runs 
and rope tows on Mammoth 
Mountain. 

They became friends as 
well as business associates: 
it was Schotz who built the 
Yodler in 1959 (among other 
projects he did for McCoy). 
Later in life, they lived on 
the same street, Rocking K, 
in Bishop. Their friendship lasted until 
Bob’s death. 

And McCoy, indirectly, helped Bob 
find a wife. Bob found the love of his life 
over Thanksgiving weekend, 1954 on 
the ski slopes of Mammoth. As he told 

Bob and Peggy at Woods Lodge in the ‘50s

36 ‘s
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it, he saw Peggy Downing with some of 
her friends waiting for a ski lift. She was 
beautiful. But, more than her beauty, 
it was the way she looked out at the 
mountains and took them in that … just 

bowled him over. Love at first sight. 
Later that evening, he was with ski 

friends, one of them John Carter, at Old 
Mammoth Tavern, and had just ordered 
the house specialty, a T-bone steak, 
when he looked over at the bar and saw 
her with a group of young people enjoy-
ing after-ski spirits. “There’s someone I 
want to meet,” he told his friends as he 
left to join the group from the Whit-
tier Ski Club who were staying down 
at Crowley Lake, where Bob had built 
Happy Shacks. He was listening to the 
group talking and found out her name, 
so when the guy she’d been talking with 
left his place, Bob moved right in and 
said, “You’re Peggy Downing.”  And she 
said, “How did you know that?”  That 
opening in the fall of 1954 led to a two-
hour conversation, and sowed the seeds 
of a love that lasted a lifetime.  

They wed in 1956 when Peggy moved 
to Mammoth to become the local school 
district’s third-ever hire. 

Peggy and their children, Stan and An-
drea—as well as two grandchildren,  two 
great-grandchildren, and several nieces 
and nephews and cousins—survive him.

Bob built new homes, remodeled 
older ones, and constructed commer-
cial buildings in the Mammoth area. He 
invested in raw land and ranches and 
rental properties. He owned homes in 
Mammoth, Bishop, Avila Beach, Lake 
Havasu and Friday Harbor. He learned 
to fly and used his plane to travel all over 
the western United States. 



Help Wanted

                  NO CLASS-IFIEDS
Help Wanted Help Wanted

     Mammoth Taxi is accepting resumes 
for experienced drivers with great customer 
service and clean driving records. We are 
also looking for office staff for the right 
person with great organizational skills 
and customer service background. Please 
inquire with Scottie at 760-914-7433. www.
mammoth-taxi.com. 

  

  
     
 
    Vacasa is hiring full and part time house-
keepers in Mammoth Lakes/June Lake with 
pay starting at $18/hour. Apply at vacasa.
com/careers.

    Help Wanted. We are expanding! New 
jobs in all departments. Great crew and 
great products. Perks including ski pass.   
Alpine Approach and Mammoth Moun-
taineering jobs available.Apply in person. 

Elixir Superfood & Juice is hiring Ser-
vice/Kitchen Team members. Benefits incl. 
delicious shift meals and a fun and ener-
getic work environment. Apply in person or 
online at www.enjoyelixir.com/careers
   White Mountain Fire Protection District 
is in need of a Grant Writer!!  WMFPD is 
currently seeking an individual with desire 
and experience that can focus on several 
upcoming grant opportunities for our dis-
trict and community.  USDA Rural Facilities 
Grant, Assistance to Firefighters Grant and 
Supporting and Improving Rural EMS Needs 
(SIREN) Grant are but a few we would like 
to pursue.  If you have any interest or just 
want to talk to us about how you could help, 
please contact us. facebook page “White 
Mountain Fire Department” or call: 760-
933-2252
  Mammoth Ski & Racquet Club office 
Hiring now. Looking for a full time office 
assistant. Must work on Holidays, all week-
ends, and may rotate with 2 other affiliated 
offices. Phones, reservations, Customer 
Service, involved. Will train, serious candi-
dates only please. Email resume to: info@
mammothres.com

Noodle-Ly is hiring for experienced 
daytime wait staff. Dishwasher/bus person, 
prep and line cook, all shifts. 437 Old Mam-
moth Rd.

Mammoth Welding is looking for a 
hard-working, motivated, and experienced 
welder/fabricator to join our team! Full time 
position in Mammoth Lakes, CA offering 
competitive wages based on experience, 
vacation accrual, benefits, paid holidays, 
and 401k. Please email resume to: mam-
mothwelding@yahoo.com or call Luke at 
760-934-6495   

East Side Bake Shop is hiring for our 2020 
season, beginning April 9th! Accepting re-
sumes for Baker/Prep Cook/Counter Service 
positions. Email: eastsidebakeshop@gmail.
com or call 760.914.2696

Sierra Employment Services, Inc.
 is hiring PT & FT for:

Staffing Branch Mgr ML $DOE
Journeyman Electrician ML $30-$35

ASE Mechanic B $16-$18 +Comm
MCWD Asst Engineer $32.10-42.62

FC Bookkeeper B & ML $DOE
Medical Assistant B $15.83

Tow Truck Driver ML $16-$20
Housekeepers ML $16-18

Painters ML $15-$24
Staffing Operations Mgr ML $DOE

Call Us Today
760-924-0523 or 760-873-8599
www.SierraEmployment.com

For Rent

   Alpenhof Lodge is accepting applications 
for winter employment. We are looking for 
full and part time team members for year 
round and seasonal positions. Applicants 
must be able to work weekends and holi-
days. Day and evening front desk shifts, 
housekeeping shifts are avail able. Please 
apply in person at 6080 Minaret Rd, Mam-
moth
   General Manager/Plant Operator
Needed for small district in Crowley Lake.  
Seeking a self-motivated individual to per-
form a variety of functions related to operat-
ing, repairing, and maintaining the Dis-
trict's wastewater collection and treatment 
facilities.  Full time position for wastewater 
operator with Grade lll certificate or Grade ll 
certificate with an ability to obtain a Grade 
lll certificate within 12 months.  $65-$85K 
Salary range with full benefits.   

    Mono County Superior Court is seeking 
a licensed attorney to serve as Family Law 
Facilitator and Self-Help Center Program 
Coordinator assisting self-represented 
litigants in Mono County in a variety of fam-
ily law matters including child and spousal 
support. This is a part-time, independent 
contractor, position with an annual salary of 
$85,828.92. Visit https://www.mono.courts.
ca.gov/generalinfo/employment.htm for 
position description containing applica-
tion instructions. You may also contact the 
Superior Court at (760) 923-2321 or pick up 
position information at the Mammoth Lakes 
Branch; 100 Thompsons Way, Mammoth 
Lakes. Closing Date: Open until filled.
EOE/AAE/ADAE

   Seeking Lodgers for my spare bedrooms 
in Mammoth Knolls. Upscale home and 
neighborhood located three-tenths of a mile 
uphill from the Village. 31 day or longer 
contract required by zoning. Possible master 
bedroom upgrade during holidays.
Inquire at bowesdavid1@yahoo.com for 
photos, rates and calendar possibilities. 
    2BDR home in Bishop available for 
nightly rental. Creek, trees, views. Livestock 
on premises so no dogs, please. Call Lunch 
to inquire. 760.937.4613.
    House For Rent/Ski Haus 3BDR, 3BA 
49 Old Mammoth $3300.00 (310) 283-3833

        
                 
                  Town of Mammoth Lakes    
                            Open Positions
Temporary Snow Removal Operators
$23.76 - $27.50/hr, CDL required
Recreation Coordinator – Soccer & Vol-
leyball $16.20 - $18.75/hr
Recreation Intern – Assistant Gymnastics 
Coach $13.00 - $13.33/hr
Recreation Supervisor $45,242 - $63,660, 
plus competitive benefits package
Public Works Maintenance Worker
$42,407 - $59,670, plus competitive benefits 
package
For more information and to apply, visit 
www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov or 
call (760) 965 3604.
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   Mammoth Spa Creations is looking for 
an additional member for it’s team. We cur-
rently have an immediate opening for a spa 
maintenance / technician position. This is 
a Full Time Position (Monday through Fri-
day). This position offers vacation accrual, 
benefits and paid holidays. Experience is 
preferred, but not required. Heavy lifting is 
required. Please call 760-924-3091 or stop 
by the store located at 1401 Tavern Road 
Mammoth Lakes for more information and 
to pick up an application. Resumes can be 
e-mailed to mammothspa@aol.com. 
   Vacation Rental company seeks (FT (w/
benefits) or PT) local maintenance techs 
($20/h) and housekeepers (great piece rate, 
we have linen strippers to do heavy lift-
ing). Must be a team player and have great 
attitude. Email: recruiting@fivestarlodging.
com to apply.
   Manager Trainee, La Residence con-
dos.$29,952/year, 4 days/week, 32 hours.
Snow removal, maintenance, Jacuzzi, etc.
Must have own living accommodations.
Responsible, capable candidates call Scott at 
(760) 934-3939 Or Wayne at (760) 934-4990

Secretary of the Board/Bookkeeper-
Needed for small community services in 
Crowley Lake. Part-time position. Pay range 
$20-25/hr.  For more information and to fill 
out application email info@hiltoncreekcsd.
com 
    Tonik is seeking PT/FT help. Fun place to 
work, especially if you’re into clothes and 
fashion. Stop by the store on Old Mammoth 
Road for an application. 760.924,7727

  

     Mammoth Chevron Seeking experi-
enced cashier/customer service associate.  
Must be honest, personable and enjoy mak-
ing customers smile! Day and evening shifts 
available.$17.50+ per hour starting pay & 
vacation benefits for qualified individuals.
Apply in person.

     Crowley Lake Fish Camp Has jobs avail-
able for the upcoming season!We are looking 
for full-time and part-time Dock Workers, as 
well as an Outdoor Custodian.Please email 
your resume to crowleylakefishcamp@
gmail.com or write to us to learn more. 
    
     CNA/LVN (PART TIME)
Air-Way Medical is looking for CNA’s or 
LVN’s that enjoy interacting with patients. 
This Part-Time position has a flexible 
schedule, you pick the days you work. Please 
drop-off you resume or pick up applications 
from our office located at 437 E. Line St in 
Bishop. Thank you and we look forward to 
seeing you!

Great Basin Unified Air Pollution 
Control District Field Services Technician 
(Fst) I Or Ii

Keeler Office (Full-Time, with benefits)
Under general supervision, assist in the 
collection of information on the location, 
frequency  duration and severity of dust 
storms from the Owens and Mono Lakes 
and the identify dust sources using scientific 
methods and instrumentation such as sand 
flux monitors, video surveillance, air moni-
toring equipment, observation mapping, 
and GPS surveying; and preform related 
duties as required.

Education and Experience:                    
Field Services Technician I ($4,896-5,951 per 
month, DOQ):  The entry and training level 
class of the series.

1) Four years of experience in the op-
eration and maintenance of scientific or 
mechanical instrumentation, machinery, or 
equipment; or

2)  completion of two years of college with 
major course work in electronics, and/or a 
Bachelor’s degree in an environmental sci-
ence or electronics, or 

3) any combination of training and/ or 
experience that could likely provide the 
desired knowledge and abilities.

Field Services Technician II ($5,408-
6,573 per month, DOQ):  The fully experi-
enced, journey-level class of the series.

1)Four years of experience in the op-
eration and maintenance of scientific or 
mechanical instrumentation, machinery, 
or equipment, experience in Information 
Technology (IT) including network com-
munications, programming, data storage 
systems and/ or two years’ experience as a 
Field Services Technician I or equivalent; or

2)Bachelor’s degree in an environmental 
science or electronics and/or two years of 
experience as an Field Services Technician I 
or equivalent, and/or experience that could 
likely provide the desired knowledge and 
abilities.

For more information and job application 
please visit: http://www.gbuapcd.org/em-
ployment or gbuapcd.bamboohr.com/jobs 
Applications and materials for this position 
should be submitted by March 9, 2020, 4:00 
pm. Only electronic submissions through 
the website will be accepted.

Help Wanted

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Mammoth Rocks Motorcycle Rally

Thomas S. Parker
1935 Meridian Blvd., P.O. Box 343
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a individual. 
The registrant has not yet begun to trans-
act business under the fictitious business 
name listed herein. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on January 27, 2020. 
File Number 20-026
2020-0018 (2/8, 2/15, 2/22, 2/29)

 

 

DEPUTY CLERK 
MONO COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT 
Full time clerk applications are 
currently being accepted at the 
Mono County Superior Court.  This 
position is a Mon - Fri 40 hr work 
week.  Monthly $2,872 to $4,575 
DOE with excellent benefits. A full 
job description and application are 
available online at 
www.mono.courts.ca.gov/generalin
fo/employment.htm or the 
Courthouse at 100 Thompsons Way, 
Mammoth Lakes.   
Accepting applications until 4pm on 
Tuesday March 10, 2020.  Postmarks 
allowed.  EOE/AAE/ADAE 

www.mono.courts.ca.gov 

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Station 81

Station 81, LLC
587 Old Mammoth Rd., #9, P.O. Box 5032
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a limited li-
ability co. The registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed herein. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on February 12, 
2020. File Number 20-033
TS #2020-0025 (2/22, 2/29, 3/7, 3/14)
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BARS & MUSIC
Happy Hour/
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill. 
Happy hour 3-6 p.m. Sundays = Locals 
Appreciation Night with all night happy 
hour. More info: See ad p. 19
Austria Hof Happy Hour 
4-6:30 p.m. Sun-Thurs/4-6 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday. See ad p. 12
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour Mon-Fri., 
Happy Hour from 4-6 p.m. 
Morrison’s Happy Hour 5-6 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday in the bar. 
Mammoth Rock ‘N’ Bowl
Mon. DJ 9:00 p.m. Thurs. DJ 10 p.m. 
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour: 4 
p.m. daily. $6 dollar menu items, drink 
specials. More info: see ad p. 6
Petra’s happy hour. 5-6 p.m. Signature 
cocktails, special menu. More info: see 
ad p. 6
Roberto’s  Happy Hour: 4-6 p.m. daily. 
The Public House Local Mondays (all 
local beers $5 a pint).
Famous Slocums Happy Hour   
Weekdays: 4-6 p.m. Saturday 4-5:30 p.m 
More info: See ad p. 7
T-Bar Social Club in June Lake.
More info: www.tbarsocialclub.com. 
Giovanni’s Happy Hour daily 4-6 p.m. 
Lg. pizza & pitcher of beer = free wings. 
Shelter Distilling Open 11 a.m. -11 
p.m. daily. Happy Hour - Half off all 
drinks  Mon.-Thurs. 2-4 p.m. Taco 
Tuesday 50% off Blue Agave Cocktails + 
$3 Tacos. More info: See ad p. 20
Side Door Café & Wine Bar. Happy 
Hour: 3-6 p.m. daily. 20+ wines by the 
glass.
The Mogul happy hour 5:30-6:30 p.m. in 
the bar with food and drink specials. 
Bleu Handcrafted Foods Daily Happy 
Hour 5-6 p.m. $5 Beer, Wine and Small 
Plates.
Devils Creek Distillery tasting room 
hours. 3-6 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays. 
Location: Industrial Park, 123 
Commerce Dr. 
53 Kitchen & Cocktails happy hour 
daily from 4-5 p.m. $4-8 eats, $3-6 drink 
specials
Black Velvet Coffee happy hour 4-6. 
Wine tastings on Wednesdays.
Rafters daily happy hour 4-6 p.m. All 
night happy hour on Thursday. 
Jimmy’s Taverna 4-6 p.m. Happy hour 
every day 4-6 p.m. with special menu at 
the bar. 
Lakanuki happy hour 3-6 p.m. daily. 
Mammoth Tavern Happy hour 4-5:30 
p.m. Half off draft beer, well drinks and 
wine. App specials

Friday, February 21/
Jessy Covets plays Rafters in 
Mammoth. Tech, House, Electronic 
Music. Time: 10 p.m. 

February 21-22/
The Skinny Ties play Tusks in 
Mammoth. 2-5 p.m both days. 

Saturday, February 22/  
Kyle Smith plays Rafters in Mammoth. 
SoCal Reggae/Ska. Time: 10 p.m. 
Genus Loci Mammoth Takeover 
@ Lakanuki. Time: 9 p.m- 2 a.m. 
Tickets: $20 Info and tix: https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/genius-loci-
mammoth-takeover-tickets
Stand-Up Comedy Night @ Mammoth 
Brewing Co. Eastern Sierra Comedy 
presents Andy Picarro from All Things 
Comedy’s Puck Off podcast. Time: 9 
p.m.

Monday, February 24/
Bowling n’ Beats @ Mammoth Rock 
N’Bowl. Time: 9:30 p.m. Regular DJs 

February 21-23/
Sylvia @ The Edison Theater. Catch the 
final performances this weekend! Info: 
see sidebar next page

Friday, February 21/
Meet and Greet with Joshua Rhodes, 
candidate for Mono County District 
2 Supervisor @ Tom’s Place. Time 5-7 
p.m. 
Enjoy a special screening of Warren 
Miller’s film “Timeless” at Minaret 
Cinemas in Mammoth celebrating 70 
years of ski cinematography. 7:30 p.m.
Free Friday Skate Nights @ Mammoth 
Ice Rink. Free admission and rentals. 
subject to availability, from 7-10 p.m. 

Saturday, February 22/
Friends of the Inyo hosts 
photographer and author Andy 
Selters, and arctic guide and advocate 
Brennan Lagasse for an evening 
portrayal of an area in the northeast 
corner of Alaska making headlines 
for both grandeur and proposed oil 
development. Time: 6-9 p.m. Location:  
Inyo Council for the Arts. 137 So. Main 
St. in Bishop. Tickets $15. Info: www.
friendsoftheinyo.org/760.873.6500. 
Woolly’s Birthday Parade. Find Woolly 
in his special birthday hat during 
Woolly’s Saturday Parade. Join our 
dressed-in-blue crew for a sing-a-long 
of “Happy Birthday” and try a tasty 
birthday treat while supplies last. Starts 
3:45 p.m. Location: Village at Mammoth. 
Intro to Bead Weaving with Sandra 
Sommer @ C5 Studios, Bishop. 
This workshop is for beginners and 
students that want to refresh their 
beading skills. Attendees will learn the 
versatile brick stitch to complete either 
a pair of earrings or a pendant for a 
necklace. Time: 10 a.m.- noon, limited 
space available. Info: 760.258.1059/ 
www.c5studios.org. 
These Alabama Hills Are Alive 
sponsored by ESIA. Explore the 
mysteries hidden within the eroded 
granite rock while walking through the 
passageways and along the ridge lines. 
Come prepared for a day out. Meet at 
Arch Loop Trailhead. Time: 10 a.m.- 1 
p.m. Info: 760.872.5000. 
Manzanar Author Talk: Kinji Inomata
In his talk “Taming Prejudice and 
Defeating Executive Order 9066,” Kinji 
Inomata will share the improbable 
stories behind his family’s exemption, 
and its unique experiences before, 
during, and after the war. He will also 
perform Polynesian songs. Location: 
Manzanar Visitor Center, 9 miles south 
of Independence. Time: 1-3 p.m. 

Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

LEAP YEARS ARE AWESOME
ONE EXTRA DAY TO BUY BEER

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

info@MammothInsurance.com
625 Old Mammoth Rd, Mammoth Lakes

MammothInsurance.com

AUTO - HOME - COMMERCIAL - HEALTH 

Alicia Olson
LIC # 0I19200

OWNERS/BROKERS

Eric Olson
LIC # 0783148

CALL 760-934-2200

calendar of events

TOWN STUFF

BARS & MUSIC
Chronfucius and Dom Disko.
Winters Night Balloon Bust @ Paiute 
Palace Casino in Bishop. Starts 7:45 
p.m. More info: See ad p. 6

Tuesday, February 25/
Trivia Tuesday @ Mammoth Brewing 
Company. Time: 7 p.m.  

Wednesday, February 26/
Local Wednesdays featuring live 
music @ Shelter Distillery. $10 
cocktails and $5 beers while the music 
plays. Buy a bottle, Get a cocktail.

Thursday, February 27/
Latin Night @ Mammoth Rock N’Bowl. 
Time: 9 p.m.  
Joey Henderson plays Mammoth 
Brewing Company. Time: 8 p.m. 



calendar of events
Mule Deer Migration Corridor 
Field Trip

Eastern Sierra Land Trust hosst its 
annual Mule Deer Migration Corridor 
Field Trip on Saturday, March 7th from 
2-4 p.m. 

Hear updates on the herd from wild-
life biologist and mule deer expert Tim 
Taylor of California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife.

Enjoy scenic valley views as we 
watch the deer on their bi-annual 
journey.

Bring your whole family - kids love 
this outing! Please leave pets at home.

For meeting location and to RSVP, 
contact Marie at marie@eslt.org or 
760-873-4554

Death Valley Dark Sky Festival 

The Death Valley Dark Sky Festival is 
this weekend! Come explore the park's 
unique landscape and dark night skies 
during this three day event. The goal of 
the festival is to help participates better 
understand the wonders beyond our 
world. Day programs include: guided 
hikes, ranger talks, family program-
ming, an exploration fair, and many 
other programs.

 Evening programs include: night 
sky photography programs and a star 
party. See presentations from NASA, 
SETIInstitute, the International Dark 
Sky Association, and the National Park 
Service.

 This programming is free to the 
public! Info: https://www.nps.gov/
deva/planyourvisit/death-valley-dark-
sky-festival

Sylvia

The final weekend of shows for A.R. 
Gurney’s insightful comedy Sylvia will 
take place at the Edison Theater in 
Mammoth with Friday and Saturday 
evening shows and a Sunday matinee. 

Shira Dubrovner directs and Sylvia is 
played by Mammoth’s own Leslie Red-
man, who most recently appeared at 
MLRT in the Night of Broadway and as 
Rosa in Summer and Smoke.

In addition to Redman, local talent 
includes Layne Durocher (Playhouse 
395’s Mamma Mia) of Bishop as Greg, 
Victoria Farber (Suite Surrender) of 
Mammoth as Kate, and Alex Ertaud 
(SCT’s Almost Maine) of Bishop as 
Tom, Phyllis and Leslie.

Where: Mammoth Lakes Repertory 
Theatre

When: Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m. 
and Sunday at 4 p.m. 

For more information or to purchase 
tickets visit MammothLakesRepertory-
Theatre.org.

JLA Banked Slalom

The Banked Slalom returns Febru-
ary 28-March 1, taking over Lower Dry 
Creek on Mammoth Mountain for a 
weekend of snowboard-only shred-
ding with plenty of apres following the 
action.

The JLA Project was founded 15 
years ago after the passing of snow-
boarder Jeff Anderson. The original 
goal of the foundation was to build a 
skate park in Mammoth Lakes, now the 
renowned Volcom Brothers Skate Park. 

TOWN STUFF TOWN STUFF
Saturday, February 22/
Mono District 2 candidate Eric Olson 
hosts a campaign event at Tom’s Place. 
3-5 p.m. Refreshments provided. 

Sunday, February 23/
Sierra Club XC Outing
join the Sierra Club for a XC/Snowshoe 
Outing in the Mammoth Lakes Basin. 
Meet at Union Bank Parking Lot, 8:30 
a.m. RSVP to jungbergman@mac.com 
or call 760-924-2140.
ESLT Music and Art Series
Eastern Sierra Land Trust's Music and 
Art series kicks off with a mixer at ESLT 
followed by a concert at Bishop First 
Methodist Church. Time: 2 p.m. @ 
ESLT, 3 p.m. concert at First Methodist. 
Tickets are $50 for one event or $175 for 
the whole series. Info and tix at https://
www.eslt.org/

Tuesday, February 25/
Multiple Sclerosis Monthly Meeting @ 
Mammoth Lakes Library. Time 3:30-5 
p.m. 
Mono County Economic Development, 
Tourism, and Film Commission meets 
at Lee Vining Community Center. Time: 
10 a.m. 

Wednesday, February 26/
INYO 350 is excited to provide a FREE 
public screening of the National 
Geographic film SEA OF SHADOWS. 
Time: 7 p.m. Location: Jill Kinmont 
Boothe School, 166 Grandview Rd. in 
Bishop. "Sea of Shadows" is a riveting 
documentary about Mexican drug 
cartels and Chinese traffickers as they 
join forces to poach the rare totoaba 
fish in the Sea of Cortez, threatening 
the most endangered whale species on 
Earth. Light refreshments will be served. 
Info: Derik @ 760.873.7904.

February 26-27/
Cerro Coso Learning Resource Center 
Workshop @ Cerro Coso Community 

AT THE MOVIES

The next goal, or Phase 2 of the Foun-
dation, is maintaining and improving 
the Skate Park each year, as well taking 
an emphasis on a renewed nurturing 
support of the sport of snowboarding 
from a grassroots level. The JLA Project 
is a movement to remind the com-
munity that snowboarding is an entire 
lifestyle. All proceeds from entry fees 
benefit The JLA Project.

Free Tax Help February-April 15th 

It’s that time of year again.  The 
AARP Foundation Tax Aide programs 
in Bishop and Mammoth using IRS-
certified volunteers prepare federal 
and state tax returns online without 
charge to low and moderate income 
residents.    

In Bishop at the NIH Birch Street 
Annex, appointments are available 
Tuesday afternoons, Friday afternoons 
and Saturdays.  To schedule an ap-
pointment, call 760.937.1397.

In Mammoth at the Mammoth Lakes 
Library, appointments are available 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 
afternoons.  To schedule an appoint-
ment, call 760.934.5674. Spanish 
speaking assistance is available and 
walk-ins are welcome.

We encourage all taxpayers to file 
early even if they potentially owe 
money as those payments are not due 
until April 15th, regardless of when 
they file their tax return.. 

Blue Ribbon Walk/Run 

NIH will host the 3rd annual Blue 
Ribbon Walk and Run on March 7 in 
support of the Eastern Sierra Cancer 
Alliance. 

Time: Registration 8 a.m., 3K, 5K, 
10K walk/run start 9 a.m. 

Location: Brown's Town camp-
ground at 395/Schober Ln. 

More info: Rosie @ 760.873.2023 or 
see ad p. 23. 

C5 workshop 

Risky Play and Children - A Work-
shop with Erin Boehme will take place 
Saturday February 29 from 9:30 a.m. 'til 
noon at C5 Studios in Bishop, located 
on Warren Street in the former JC Pen-
ney space.

Join this workshop to understand the 
importance of true free play and how 
we can shift the way children are sup-
ported to grow in a healthy, balanced 
environment. 

More info/register: www.c5studios.
org. 

June Lake Winter Jam 

... Takes place March 6-7 @ the T-Bar 
Saloon in June Lake and features a 
different band each night. Hempstring 
Orchestra plays on the 6th and Groove 
Sessions plays the 7th. Tickets: $20 
donation which goes to the Mono Arts 
Council to help support this year's 
June Lake Jam, which takes place in 
September, as well as local school mu-
sic programs. Your donation will also 
get you some free swag. 

Info: 760.914.2909/see ad p. 13.

College. A workshop with Leigh 
Duggan on writing with quotations. 
2/26: Mammoth campus, 2/27: Bishop 
campus. Time: 12:30-1:30 p.m. 

Thursday, February 27/
Authors and Artists Series: Joe 
Reidhead @ the Forest Service 
auditorium, Mammoth Lakes. Joe 
Reidhead will discuss the history of 
Yosemite’s Half Dome, focusing on the 
intersection of the monolith’s story 
and the stories of the people drawn to 
it. Reidhead will be available for book 
signings after the talk. Time: 7-9 p.m. 
Mammoth Lakes Tourism & Chamber 
of Commerce Community Coffee
@ Black Velvet Coffee. Join MLT and 
the Mammoth Lakes Chamber of 
Commerce for coffee and conversation. 
One free entry to the Mammoth Half 
Marathon will be raffled off. Time: 7:30-
9:30 a.m. 
Altrusa February Program: Phil 
Ashworth and Brian Lamb @ Astorga's 
in Bishop. Hear from the two candidates 
for Inyo County Superior Court Judge. 
Meeting is free; lunch is $10. Call Tiffany 
at 760.937.8173 to RSVP by 2/26. 

Friday, February 28/
"Pretty Strong" Film Screening @ Inyo 
Council for the Arts. "Pretty Strong" 
follows eight of the world’s strongest 
female climbers as they explore new 
climbing areas, send hard projects, and 
push the boundaries of the sport and 
themselves. $10 at the door, 7-10 p.m. 
Locals Night Out in June Lake. Swing 
by the June Lake Community Center for 
a dinner and raffle. Call or text Sarah at 
858.668.6340 to RSVP, tickets are $20, 
limited entrance so move fast. 

February 28-March 1/
8th Annual JLA Banked Slalom @ 
Mammoth Mountain. Honoring the life 
of Jeff Anderson. See sidebar this page
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                   PUBLIC NOTICES 

Request for Proposals

SCHOTZ
continued from page 14

 TS #2020-0024

Online video streaming, video archive services, 
and agenda management software

The Town of Mammoth Lakes (Town) is seeking 
to upgrade its existing Granicus video streaming, 
archiving, and agenda management system with 
the goal of increasing productivity and staff ef-
ficiency while offering an easy to use platform for 
our customers.

The Town is inviting software solution provid-
ers with exceptional customer service, expertise, 
resources and state-of-the-art technology to 
respond to this RFP and provide information on 
integrated, automated, and user-friendly agenda 
management system that fully integrates video 
streaming and archiving services.

Ideally, the software should support compre-
hensive agenda and meeting management, in 
addition to post-meeting support for minutes 
preparation and publishing. The video streaming 
system must support a high definition format, 
offer closed captioning capabilities, and integrate 
with the Town’s cable channel.

The Town is seeking a commercially available 
off-the-shelf cloud-based solution that requires 
minimal custom development to implement and 
operates with ease for the system administrator 
and end users. The contractor selected will be 
responsible for project management, full imple-
mentation of the software, and training of staff on 
the use of the software.

To obtain the full RFP, contact Town Clerk Jamie 
Gray.
Bid Close Date: 
February 28, 2020 by 3:00 p.m. PST

Responses to this RFP must be submitted via 
email to
jgray@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov

TS #2020-0017

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: ALEX KASPAR, an 
individual, and all persons claiming by, through, or 
under such persons or defendants, and all persons 
unknown, claiming any legal or equitable right, title, 
estate, lien, or interest in the real property described 
in the complaint herein adverse to Plaintiff’s claim of 
title or any cloud on Plaintiff’s title thereto, with all 
such persons being included in the persons named as 
DOES 1 through 100, inclusive.

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF:  Mountain-
back Condominium Owers Association, a California 
Nonprofit Mutual Benefit Corporation.
NOTICE! You have been sued.  The Court may decide 
against you without your being heard unless you 
respond within 30 days.  Read the information below.

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons 
and legal papers are served on you to file a written 
response at this court and have a copy served on the 
Plaintiff.  A letter or phone call will not protect you. 
Your written response must be in proper legal form if 
you want the court to hear your case.  There may be 
a court form that you can use for your response.  You 
can find these court forms and more information at 
the California Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law library, 
or the courthouse nearest you.  If you cannot pay the 
filing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee waiver form.  If 
you do not file your response on time, you may lose 
the case by default, and your wages, money, and 
property may be taken without further warning from 
the court.

There are other legal requirements. You may want 
to call an attorney right away.  If you do not know an 
attorney, you may want to call an attorney referral 
service.  If you cannot afford an attorney, you may be 
eligible for free legal services from a nonprofit legal 
services program.  You can locate these nonprofit 
groups at the California Legal Services Web Site 
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), the California Courts 
Online Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/self-
help), or by contacting your local court or county bar 
association. 

 NOTE:  The court has a statutory lien for waived fees 
and costs on any settlement or arbitration award of 
$10,000 or more in a  civil case.  The court’s lien must 
be paid before the court will dismiss the case.  

The name and address of the court is:  SUPERIOR 
COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF MONO, 100 
Thompsons Way, PO Box 1037, Mammoth Lakes, 
California 93546. 

Notice of Summons Notice of Vacancies 
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Building Advisory Committee/Board Of Appeals

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that four terms of of-
fice will become vacant on the   Building Advisory 
Committee/Board of Appeals. The terms of this 
office are four (4) years, expiring on April 1, 2024.  
The Building Advisory Committee/Board of Ap-
peals meets quarterly. 

Interested parties should file an application with 
the Town Clerk on or before Monday, February 
24, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. Application forms may be 
obtained at the Town Offices, Minaret Village 
Shopping Center; or by writing to P.O. Box 1609, 
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546; or by phoning 
9343602; or by visiting the Town’s website at www.
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 

Dated: February 7, 2020
Jamie Gray, Town Clerk

TS #2020-0021

 Ross Mather was a longtime business 
partner of Bob’s. The following appeared 
in Ross Mather’s 2015 obit. 

Bob Schotz: “There was a 10-acre parcel 
along Mammoth Creek we bought with 
Tib Lizza, which we split into two five-
acre parcels. Both had the same creek 
frontage. We flew down to a conference 
room at Van Nuys Airport to meet with 
Tib, because we wanted to develop one 
of the parcels. We said, ‘Pick which one 
you want. He said this one. We said okay. 
He got suspicious and said there must be 
something wrong with it. We said take the 
other one, then. He said okay. Then he got 
suspicious and said there must be some-
thing wrong with it as well. Ross pulled 
out a coin and flipped it. That’s how it got 
decided.”

“We were both proud that we could 
meet people years later and it was friendly 
because we’d treated ‘em right,” said 
Schotz.

“We did just about everything on a 
handshake,” continued Schotz. “There 
were never any partnership agreements 
or anything like that … the first thing a 
guy does these days when he walks in the 
building is have an attorney with him. We 
never had attorneys.”

Bob elaborated on this theme last sum-
mer in a conversation with family mem-
bers, who asked “If there was one piece of 
advice you’d give to us and everyone, what 
would it be?” 

He answered,  “Trust. Have faith in 
other people … I did business on a hand-
shake. If you can’t trust from the start, you 
never will.”

Finally, it wouldn’t be a story about Bob 
and Peggy Schotz if there were not men-
tion of service. They were fierce protec-
tors of the mountain wilderness areas. As 
members of the Friends of Inyo, they were 
among the original Mammoth stewards. 
Over the course of two decades in the 
1950s and 1960s, they and some of their 
friends were instrumental in stopping 
another Trans-Sierra Highway (chronicled 
in Jack Fisher’s book “Stopping The Road.” 
That action led to the creation of the Ansel 
Adams Wilderness.  

He also was instrumental in the pres-
ervation of Hayden Cabin. From the 2015 
Southern Mono Historical Society news-
letter: The Hayden Cabin Museum really 
started as an idea in the early eighties. It 
actually started with The Gallery at Twin 
Lakes. The art studio and gallery had been 
a seasonal showplace for the works of the 
gifted painting-photographer, Stephen 
Hallet Willard. When Willard’s daughter 
withdrew her involvement, Bob thought 
that it might be a good place to try to have 
a museum, and so he asked around about 
it. There was a helpful U.S. Forest Service 
guy that didn’t think that it would be 
such a good place, as it was only open as 
a summer operation. But he secretly told 
Bob about some cabins down on Mam-
moth Creek that the U.S. Forest Service 
were planning to burn. One of those was 
the Hayden Cabin. 

And from the Butner history, how did 
the cabin get saved? “We shamed ‘em [the 
Forest Service] into it,” he said, explaining 
that the Forest Service mentality had been 
if there’s a problem, just destroy it [infra-
structure] and the problem goes away. 

Bob also served on the local school 
board for ten years and the fire board for 
six. He and his wife were also generous 
philanthropists. 

“Involvement comes from the heart; the 
desire to make things better for others truly 
comes from the heart.” - Bob Schotz 

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Range of Light Home Services

Paul Billard
111 Shady Rest Road, P.O. Box 9133
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a individual. 
The registrant will commence to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on January 22, 2020.  
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on January 22, 2020. 
File Number 20-020
2020-0023 (2/15, 2/22, 2/29, 3/7)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Braaten Law

Brad Braaten
3019A West Line Street
Bishop, CA 93514

This business is conducted by a individual. 
The registrant has not yet begun to trans-
act business under the fictitious business 
name listed herein. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on January 28, 2020. 
File Number 20-019
2020-0019 (2/8, 2/15, 2/22, 2/29)

Notice of Public Hearing  
Town Density Bonus Program Update 

General Plan Amendment (GPA) 19-002 
Zoning Code Amendment (ZCA) 19-002 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, March 4, 2020, beginning at 6 p.m. and continuing until 
finished, at the Town Council Chambers, Suite Z within the Minaret Village Shopping Center, 437 Old 
Mammoth Road the Mammoth Lakes Town Council will hear an application request for the following: 
Application Request: Consider approval of General Plan Amendment 19-002 and Zoning Code 
Amendment 19-002 to adopt the Town Density Bonus Program Update. A summary of the project is below: 
• Amend General Plan Land Use Element Policy L.2.D and Housing Element Policy H.1.C to revise the 

Town Density Bonus Program and allow more flexibility in how it is implemented. Revisions include 
not requiring all units be restricted to workforce housing in order to be eligible and a reduction in the 
eligible project size from projects with a minimum base density of 5 units to projects with a minimum 
base density of 2 units.  

• Develop Zoning Code regulations that will implement the Town density bonus program and allow for 
multi-family residential projects to obtain proportionately greater density bonuses in exchange for deed 
restricting a greater percentage of the base density units.  

PEDC Recommendation: The Planning and Economic Development Commission (PEDC) considered the 
proposed amendments at a noticed public hearing on February 12, 2020 and recommended to the Town 
Council approval of the amendments with the following modifications: (1) require density bonus units to 
comply with the livability standards for the size and distribution of units specified in Municipal Code Section 
17.136.120; and (2) outline in the proposed policy the process for the monitoring and enforcement of the 
deed restrictions.  
CEQA Determination: Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), an Addendum to the 
2016 Program Environmental Impact Report for the General Plan and Zoning Code Amendments (SCH 
#2015052072) has been prepared for this project, which determined that no new or increased 
environmental impacts beyond those previously analyzed will result from the proposed project. 
Location: Town-wide 
Zoning: Applies to all zones where multi-family residential uses are a permitted use 
Proponent: Town of Mammoth Lakes 
All persons having an interest in the proposed application request may appear before the Town Council 
either in person or represented by counsel and present testimony or may, prior to said hearing, file with the 
Executive Secretary written correspondence pertaining thereto.  Pursuant to Government Code Section 
65009(b), if this matter is subsequently challenged in court, the challenge may be limited to only those 
issues raised at the public hearing described in this notice or in written correspondence delivered to the 
Town of Mammoth Lakes at, or prior to, the public hearing.  For additional information, or to obtain a copy 
of the staff report which will be published no later than February 28, 2020, contact Nolan Bobroff, 
Associate Planner—Housing Coordinator, at (760) 965-3631. Facsimiles may be sent to (760) 934-7493 or 
e-mail at: nbobroff@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 

Mammoth Lakes Town Council  | P.O. Box 1609 | Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 

The case number is CV190053
The name, address, and telephone number of Plain-
tiff’s attorney is:  
David S. Baumwohl #93492
126 Old Mammoth Road 
P.O. Box 1188
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546
(760) 934-2000                                                                 (cont. )

DATE: January 10, 2020
Gerald F. Mohun, Jr.
Judge of Superior Court

The action concerns and affects title to the real 
property commonly known as 196 Davison Road, 
Mammoth Lakes, California 93546, which is situated 
in Mono County. The legal descriptions for the real 
property are more particularly described as follows:

Lot 19 of Timber Ridge Estates in the Town of Mam-
moth Lakes, County of Mono, State of California, 
as per map recorded in Book 1, Page 62 of Maps, in 
the office of the Mono County Recorder. (Assessor’s 
Parcel Number 031-041-001)
AND
Parcel 1 of Parcel Map No. 14-001, in the Town of 
Mammoth Lakes, County of Mono, State of California, 
as per map recorded in Book 5 Page 14 of Parcel 
Maps, in the Office of the County Recorder of said 
County.  (Assessor’s Parcel No. 031-071-001-000)

TS # 2020-0011

Notice of Summons cont.

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Bevi Bene

Bevi Bene, LLC
587 Old Mammoth Rd., #9, P.O. Box 5032
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a limited li-
ability co. The registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed herein. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on February 12, 
2020. File Number 20-032
TS #2020-0026 (2/22, 2/29, 3/7, 3/14)



Josh Rhodes will be running for the 
District 2 Superviso position in the 
upcoming March election. Rhodes 
would replace current Supervisor Fred 
Stump and is running against Rhonda 
Duggan, of Crowley, and Eric Olson, of 
Crowley.

Rhodes, born in Bishop, currently 
resides in Chalfant where he has lived 
since 1991. Before that, he lived in 
Benton for eight years starting in 1983. 
He has 21.5 years of experience work-
ing for Mono County as a foreman in 
Lee Vining, Crowley, and Benton.

“I know a lot of people here. I’m 
open-minded and I listen,” said 
Rhodes, “I am not a politician by any 
means but I think I have some key in-
sights into issues that affect District 2.”

When asked what issues were im-
portant to him, Rhodes responded, 

The Sheet profiles two of the candidates for the District 2 Supervisor position

Rhonda Duggan
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By Lunch and Hite
Duggan, “absolutely have a handle on 
the budget” and are prepared for worst-
case scenarios. 

*She has already met with Information 
Technology Director Nate Greenberg to 
discuss bringing government to outly-
ing areas. Currently, folks from Chalfant 
and Benton have to drive more than an 
hour just to get to a place where they 
can participate in a board meeting - via 
teleconference.

*Speaking of Benton/Chalfant, Duggan 
believes the relocation of commercial 
air service to Bishop will create housing 
demand in outlying areas of the county. 
While this isn’t an entirely bad thing (it 
may lead to higher property values and 
greater delivery of services), growth has 
a way of complicating things. It’s some-
thing to keep an eye on. 

MONO COUNTY DISTRICT 2 UPDATE
Given the unexpected entry of Eric 

Olson into the Mono County District 2 
Supervisor race, we felt it was only fair to 
check back in with Rhonda Duggan for a 
campaign update/reaction. 

Duggan announced her candidacy for 
Supervisor last fall, and told The Sheet 
this week that she’s attended approxi-
mately 22 meetings/month over the past 
six months getting herself up-to-speed 
on the issues. She’s also spent a great 
deal of time meeting with constituents. 
“It’s as much a calling as a job,” she says, 
“and I want to be effective day one.” 

And given that she’s a candidate, it’s 
been a full-time (unpaid) job to this 
point. Never mind the homework. One 
agenda packet was 837 pages long. 

What’s struck her the most over the 
past six months has been the level of 
citizen involvement in issues which are 
important to them. An example: the 
steps Swall Meadows residents have 
taken in wildfire awareness and preven-
tion efforts. 

In Benton and Chalfant, the key issues 
are water use, growth impacts and emer-
gency response. 

A few observations from a wide-rang-
ing conversation. 

*Duggan says if the County wishes 
to establish a TBID (Tourism Business 
Improvement District), that’s fine, but 
the revenue should go toward recreation 
and housing and not be plowed back 
into marketing. 

*Mono County Finance Director Janet 
Dutcher and the current Board, says 

Race skis, 
bindings, and 
poles at  
AT COST! 
Select race 
helmets at  
30% OFF!

kittredgesports.com    (760) 934-7566
3218 Main Street, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

RACE GEAR DISCOUNTS!

SALE!SALE!

• TRADE-INS  
NOT ALLOWED
at these prices

to in-house inventory!

• QUANTITIES  
LIMITED

like us on: 
Facebook 

Instagram

Joshua Rhodes

“Snow removal, being fiscally respon-
sible, and improving the morale in 
the County offices. There currently is 
a disconnect between upper manage-
ment and the employees.” 

Rhodes was especially knowledge-
able when it came to snow removal, 
“The Tri-Valley area is really isolated 
and there are not very good emergency 
services in our area. There are a lot of 
ways it can be improved and things I 
can do to help.”

These improvements are what 
Rhodes wants most out of District 2, 
“I would like to see better emergency 
services in District 2 and better cell 
service in the Tri-Valley.”

Why would you vote for Rhodes? 
“I am not a politician! I am very 
approachable and will listen to the 
people in District 2 and try to make the 
changes they want.”

Rhodes has a meet and greet on 
Friday February 21, from 5-7 p.m. at 
Tom’s Place. When asked if what he ex-
pected of the election Rhodes told the 
Sheet, “It is just important for people 
register to vote and go and vote. Even 
if they don’t vote for me... I am just try-
ing to help make Mono County a better 
place.”



see PIPERSKY, page 15

Left: Mary in Italy. Above: Mary and Susan officiating Mary’s niece’s wedding, 2017. 
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MADE IN MAMMOTH LAKES, CA

Wednesday Live Music With $10 Cocktails, $5 Beers // Open 11am - 11pm Every Day
Happy Hour 2-4pm Monday - Thursday // Taco Tuesday 1/2 Off Agave Cocktails - $3 Street Tacos

100 Canyon Blvd In The Village At Mammoth // SHELTERDISTILLING.COM

shelter distilling
Small Batch Craft Distillery, Brewery & Kitchen

Mary Pipersky, well-read outdoors-
woman, entrepreneur and former Mono 
County Supervisor died last month at her 
home in Sunny Slopes following a recur-
rence of cancer. She was 67.  

Mary grew up in Southern California, 
the middle daughter of seven. She gradu-
ated from Lawndale High School and 
after a few years of junior college, trans-
ferred to U.C. Berkeley, where she gradu-
ated with a degree in anthropology. 

According to her brother Paul, she 
met her first husband Bill Cox while they 
were both in junior college, and married 
him upon graduating from Berkeley. 

Bill’s grandfather had a Forest Service 
cabin above Tom’s Place - that’s what 
initially brought her to the Eastside. 

And as elder sister Charma explained, 
it was her love of the outdoors - watching 
wildlife (particularly birds) and hiking 
that kept her here. 

Along the way, there was a change of 
partners.

After her marriage with Bill Cox ended 
(everyone had a different timeline on 
this - let’s say seven years), she met Susan 
Burgett and fell in love and the pair were 
together for the remainder of Mary’s life - 
almost four decades.

With Susan, she created Anything 
Goes, which was both a restaurant and 
a catering company. And as Byron Wal-
ters, owner of the State Farm insurance 
agency which was located across the hall 
from the restaurant, observed, “When 
it [Anything Goes] opened, there was 
nothing else like it. It was like going into 
your mom’s kitchen. Ii was that friendly. 

And it literally pushed Mammoth Lakes 
[from a culinary standpoint] into the 21st 
century. 

And while this may seem like a far-
fetched impossibility to anyone under 
40, Craig Schrager noted that Anything 
Goes was the, “first place in town where 
you could get a scone and/or a latte.” 

*How did people survive before the age 
of scones and lattes? It must’ve been the 
equivalent of discovering fire. 

Mary and Susan were beloved by 
their staff. As Dana Ellis wrote in her 
very personal story celebrating Mary, 
Anything Goes “served as a community 
hub and magnet for a unique crew of 
individuals who shared her same work 
ethic, integrity, honesty and love of food. 
As the crew of Anything Goes was family, 
anyone who walked through their doors 
was a friend. There are many a commu-

nity member whom Mary, with Susan, 
quietly, kindly, and generously helped in 
a time of crisis.”

Byron Walters can attest to this. “If 
they found someone hungry, they’d drag 
‘em back to the restaurant to feed ‘em.” 
And often charge very little or not at all. 
It depended upon a person’s ability to 
pay. 

So in essence, Susan and Mary were 
the precursors to Mammoth Mountain’s 
“dynamic pricing.” Except the Moun-
tain’s pricing is only adjusted upward in 
times of high demand. Susan and Mary’s 
dynamic pricing only adjusted in the 
other direction. 

When Mary was a young child, her 
father affectionately called her “My Little 
Bulldozer.” 

So from a young age, she was clearly 
determined, knew what was right, and 
knew how to manifest it. 

As sister Charma said, “I admire her 

so much. She was so strong and so clear 
in her decision-making ... she had a kind 
heart and a brave spirit ... and she was a 
keen observer of people and knew how 
to noodge them along.” 

Which made her an effective public 
servant. She not only served as Mono 
County Supervisor, but also served as a 
Mono County Planning Commissioner 
and a board member of the Eastern 
Sierra Land Trust. 

One thing many don’t know about 
Mary - she was an excellent and well-
informed investor. 

In 1997, the L.A. Times wrote a per-
sonal finance column which featured 
Susan and Mary and gave suggestions 
as to how to align their portfolio. Susan 
is quoted in the piece as saying, “Mary 
reads all about these mutual fund things 
every night; I read Trollope or Dickens. 
She buys the IRAs. Left up to me, I’d 
never buy anything [financial].” 

OBITUARY
    MARY PIPERSKY 1953-2020



PIPERSKY
continued from page 20
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LOCAL BRIEFS

Mary’s High School yearbook photo 

PUBLIC SAFETY AND COMMUNITY PREPAREDNESS

SAFEGUARDING OUR NATURAL RESOURCES

FISCALLY RESPONSIBLE SOLUTIONS FOR OUR COMMUNITY

“For over thirty years,  I have 
worked to help make our 

community the best place 
to live and do business.  I 

have dedicated my time to 
understanding the needs of our 
residents and am committed to 

ensuring those needs are top 
priorities for the Mono County 

Board of Supervisors.  

I   respectfully ask for your vote 
for Mono County Supervisor.”  

Saturday, Feb. 22, 8-10 am 
Coffee with the Candidate - Rhonda Duggan
Crowley Lake General Store, Crowley Lake

Sunday, Feb. 23, 3-5 pm 
Meet the Candidate - Rhonda Duggan
Tom’s Place Resort & Cafe - Toms Place

Saturday, Feb. 29, 8-10 am - Coffee with the Candidate - Rhonda Duggan
Crowley Lake General Store, Crowley Lake

M E E T  T H E  C A N D I D A T E

DUGGAN 
RHONDA

MONO COUNTY SUPERVISOR 
SECOND DISTRICT

VOTE
MARCH 3RD

BENTON | CHALFANT | CROWLEY LAKE | HAMMIL VALLEY 
PARADISE | SUNNY SLOPES | SWALL MEADOWS

Paid by the Committee to Elect Rhonda Duggan for Mono County Supervisor District 2. www.DugganforSupervisor2020.org

Brother Paul added that this was part 
of their chemistry. They had a great 
match of skills. Susan, for example, did a 
lot of things by handshake. Mary was the 
type who’d draw things up and sign the 
leases. 

She also designed and built a house 
to spec with a local contractor while she 
was battling cancer. Her brother told her 
it probably wasn’t a great idea to take 
on such a big project given her state of 
health. Bulldozer disagreed. 

Mary had beaten cancer once. The 
diagnosis was made just after she lost 
reelection (by a scant seven votes, and 
Charma attributes the loss, in part, to 
Mary’s flagging energy levels at the time).

The prognosis wasn’t good, and she 
had no expectation of beating cancer the 
first time. But she did. 

Problem is, cancer is patient and 
sneaky. Photos of Mary taken just six 
months before her death betray nothing.

There were only the complaints of 
some lower back pain, and if you know 
Mary, you know the complaints were 
understated. 

Her pain threshold, like her beauty 
and talent and intellect, was on a differ-
ent scale than the average person’s. 

But as Susan said, she did a lot of hik-
ing over September and October on her 
favorite trails. Ignoring the discomfort 
for as long as she could. Treasuring the 
days. 

During her hospital stay in L.A., this 
is the line Charma remembers. Mary’s 
succinct summation of how to live. 
“Everyone has to pick their own path and 
walk it.” 

It was barely two months from the 
time she walked into the emergency 
room in November until the final time 
Susan checked for a pulse that wasn’t 
there. 

Mary is survived by longtime partner 
Susan Burgett, siblings Charma, Natalie, 
Paul, Milan, Joanne and Joe, eight nieces 
and nephews and her dear local friends 
Maggie and Bill, Caitlin and children, 
Kim, Phyllis, Mary C. and many more. 

Not Anyone Who Says
by Mary Oliver

Not anyone who says, “I’m going to be
careful and smart in matters of love,”
who says, “I’m going to choose slowly,”
but only those lovers who didn’t choose 
at all
but were, as it were, chosen
by something invisible
and powerful and uncontrollable
and beautiful and possibly even
unsuitable only
those know what I am talking about
in this talking about love



to embrace this old saying, especially 
when the overalls are the only thing on: 
“Opportunity is missed by most people 
because it usually comes dressed in 
overalls and looks like hard work.”
Cancer: It’s often said that the key to 
making your dreams 
come to true is to 
not actually wish 
for them. Instead, 
you’re supposed 
to visualize your-
self already having 
achieved them. This 
idea should come 
in handy for you, 
especially if you vi-
sualize sharing some 
of your success and 
shagalicious-ness 
with people like 
Clouds.
Leo: The first Mer-
cury retrograde of 
the year is upon us. 
That’s why this is a 
good time to slow 
down, to double 
check and to make 
sure all communications are calm and 
clear. For example, try not to say things 
like this: “You’re not good looking 
enough to be this dumb.”
Virgo: Virgos aren’t real big huggers. 
But that doesn’t mean they don’t like 
trees, or hugs for that matter. They are 
just selective about who they give them 
to and when they give them. Truth is, 

Pisces: If you continue to tell the same 
stories, you will continue to attract the 
same situations in your life. That’s why 
it’s always good to mix in some new 
stories. For inspiration, Clouds suggests 
reading more, especially authors like fel-
low Pisces Anaïs Nin. From her writing: 
1) “We don’t see things as they are, we 
see them as we are.” 2) “Passion gives me 
moments of wholeness.” 3) “Life shrinks 
or expands in proportion to one’s cour-
age.”
Aries: There’s an old saying that goes, 
“Rumors are carried by haters, spread 
by fools and accepted by idiots.” That’s 
why Aries hate rumors and often aren’t 
much for social gossip. To help you avoid 
so much pointlessness you don’t need 
in your life, adopt this as one of your 
new sayings, “I am learning to enjoy 
the sound of my feet walking away from 
things not meant for me.”
Taurus: This much we know is true: Tau-
ruses hate being told what to do. Jesus 
would have used his turn signal. Some-
times Tauruses just need to be left alone. 
A good teacher takes a hand, opens a 
mind and touches a heart. Tauruses are 
great at non-verbal communication, 
even with their clothes on. Wicked hens 
lay deviled eggs.
Gemini: Geminis are exceptionally 
capable people. In fact, the only reason 
you ever fail at anything is generally 
because you lose interest. But giving 
into boredom usually shortchanges you 
from any real rewards, like firm buns and 
big raises. That’s why you might want 

By Clouds McCloud
Virgos are exceptionally good huggers 
and inherently understand the power of 
a good hug. They also tend to like coffee 
mugs that say things like, “I hate it when 
I go to hug someone really attractive and 
I smash my face in the mirror.”

Libra: It would 
stand to reason that 
most Libras don’t 
like Airheads candy. 
That’s because Air 
Signs like Libras are 
actually known for 
being intellectually 
gifted. Of course, 
it takes more than 
brains and a cute 
bum to be success-
ful. That’s why your 
words of wisdom 
come from fellow 
Air Sign, Thomas 
Edison, “I have 
not failed. I’ve just 
found 10,000 ways 
that won’t work.”
Scorpio: Scorpios 
tend to have great 
connections with 

fellow Water Signs, Pisces and Cancer. 
That’s because they both tap into strong 
sides of your personality that you usually 
like to ignore, things like feelings and 
psychic abilities. To help, here’s your lat-
est psychic reading from Clouds. “There 
are many presents for you in the future. 
But you just can’t open some of them 
until your birthday or Christmas.”

Sagittarius: The good folks of your sign 
are sometimes known for being a bit 
foul-mouthed. But that’s okay. Stud-
ies have shown that people who curse 
frequently are actually more f-ing intel-
ligent. That’s why one of these two lines 
should be your new motto. 1) From Mark 
Twain, “Under certain circumstances, 
profanity provides a relief denied even to 
prayer. F) “Friday is a my second favorite 
f-word!”
Capricorn: Caps can sometimes get 
sucked down into the doldrums in life. 
This doesn’t make you odd or weak, it 
simply makes you human. In case you’re 
feeling stuck in the muck right now 
please remember that Clouds believes 
in you, even when you don’t. That’s why 
your words of wisdom will come from 
author Stephen King, “Amateurs sit and 
wait for inspiration; the rest of us just get 
up and go to work.”
Aquarius: There’s an old saying that 
goes, “If you don’t pick a day to relax, 
your body will pick it for you.” To help 
prevent your body from having to throw 
a mutiny, or at least a lot of mucus, 
please take some down time. You can 
even use this line to help, “I’m sorry, 
but I can’t make it in because of an eye 
problem. I just can’t see myself working 
today.”

Opportunity is missed 

by most people because 

it usually comes dressed 

in overalls and looks like 

hard work.

”

“

-Anon. 
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By Andy Geisel
ANOTHER CAUCUS LOOMS ... CAN THE DEMS GET IT RIGHT?

Old friend Andy Geisel (who now lives in 
Reno) breaks down this Saturday’s Nevada 
Caucus. And next week will follow up by 
describing what it was like to participate 
in his first. 

In Congressional parlance, a “cau-
cus” typically refers to “a conference of 
members of a legislative body who belong 
to a particular party or faction.” During 
an election cycle, “caucus” describes an 
antiquated process used by some states to 
select presidential nominees. 

Iowa, which voted first this year and 
is still recovering from the widely publi-
cized meltdown of its reporting system, 
has used caucuses to select candidates 
since the 1800s. Nevada’s caucuses, which 
began in 1981, are relatively new. Since 
Nevada is still using the caucus process, 
and now that I’m living in Reno, I thought 
some of my California (and even Nevada) 
friends might want to know what a caucus 
is, especially during this highly charged 
election season.

Essentially what happens is support-
ers of the various candidates gather at 
precinct locations and cluster in groups, 
each hoping to have the most numbers. 
Supporters of a candidate can solicit, ca-
jole and otherwise poach supporters from 
other candidates to join their “caucus.” 
The idea is to keep their candidate from 
being eliminated in the culling process 
that follows, which repeats until a winner 
is determined in each location … sort of a 
political version of Red Rover.

As the third state on the primary 
calendar and the first with a significant 
minority population, not to mention the 
first Western state to cast votes, it’s hard 
to overstate Nevada’s importance to the 
Presidential nominating process. 

Nevada Republicans have already 
decided to nominate President Donald 
Trump for a second term and canceled 
their caucus. Democrats will hold their 
caucus on Saturday, February 22 – around 
the time many of you are probably read-
ing this – following four days of early 
voting, held February 15-18. More than 
70,000 Democrats cast early votes, many 
enduring wait times of up to four hours.

How it works … 

After all caucus goers are registered 
and in their respective pools, an initial 
tally is taken. Candidates who receive less 
than a certain threshold of the vote will 
be eliminated, freeing their supporters 
to shift to remaining candidates. To win 
delegates, a candidate must meet the vi-
ability threshold in the precinct, depend-
ing on the number of delegates in play for 
that precinct. 

Precinct caucus results will elect del-
egates to the county conventions. Nevada 
has 17 counties, and therefore 17 conven-
tions. The county conventions then select 
delegates to Nevada’s State Convention, 
which then chooses delegates for the na-
tional convention. Candidates need 1,991 
delegates to clinch the nomination. If no 
one secures 1,991 delegates, the nominee 
will be determined at the Democratic 
National Convention in Milwaukee, WI, 
which opens on July 13.

One major unknown going into Ne-
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vada’s caucus is the impact of former New 
York Mayor Michael Bloomberg, who 
made his prime-time debate debut this 
week in Las Vegas. The former Republican 
isn’t even on the ballot in the first four 
states and has spent upwards of $350 mil-
lion on advertising and effectively bought 
his way into second or third in national 
polling, depending on which one you 
look at. This puts him neck and neck with 
Pete Buttigieg, Joe Biden and Elizabeth 
Warren, within striking distance of front 
runner Bernie Sanders, and bumps Amy 
Klobuchar to sixth, even though she’s up 

two percentage points following her third-
place finish in New Hampshire.

Scrapping the app …

Iowa’s unfortunate caucus reporting 
delays were attributed to the failure of a 
new reporting app, developed for Iowa 
Dems by Shadow, Inc. Nevada Democrats 
purchased a similar app from Shadow, 
Inc., but in the wake of the Iowa debacle 
decided to use iPads with a Google web 
form “caucus calculator.” In a statement, 
Nevada party chair William McCurdy II 

said, “NV Dems can confidently say that 
what happened in the Iowa caucus … will 
not happen in Nevada on February 22.” 

And that all sounds great, but with party 
officials scrambling to get precinct cap-
tains and volunteers trained on the new 
software in time for Saturday, Nevada’s 
challenge is a big one: prove it can com-
petently pull off a caucus and avoid the 
pitfalls that befell Iowa Democrats. Can 
they do it?

Sources: State of Nevada, Nevada 
Democratic Party, CBS, New Yorker, NY 
Times

WALK & RUN
THIRD ANNUAL BLUE RIBBON

In Support of the Eastern Sierra Cancer Alliance

THIRD ANNUAL BLUE RIBBO

Lending their talent, time, and/or treasure to this cause are:

SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 2020
BROWN’S TOWN CAMPGROUND | BISHOP, CALIFORNIABROWN’S TOWN CAMPGROUND | BISHOP, CALIFORNIA

Start Times
WALK-RUN START TIME: 9 AM

Pre-event Continental breakfast
Aid Stations with water and First Aid

Registration Fees
EARLY: $30 Adults, $10 Kids 12 & under
DAY OF: $35 Adults, $15 Kids 12 & under

All registrations include drawstring sportpack

Advance Registration
Wednesday, Feb. 26 & March 4, 11 AM to 1 PM

Northern Inyo Healthcare District
Administration Breezeway

BROWN’S TOWN CAMPGROUNDBROWN’S TOWN CAMPGROUND

Day of Registration
SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 8-9 AM
Brown’s Town Campground at wagon display
Corner of US 395 and Schober Lane, Bishop

Drawing with great community prizes
Array of prizes from supportive local businesses.
Be sure to patronize these giving neighbors!
Tickets: $1 a piece, six for $5, 25 for $20

Questions?
Please contact:

Rosie at (760) 873-2023

Walk-Run Choice of 3K, 5K & 10K About Eastern Sierra Cancer Alliance

Eastern Sierra Cancer Alliance (ESCA) is a 
non-pro�t, all volunteer charitable organi-
zation in Bishop, California that  supports 
community members su�ering from 
cancer.  Donations are given to patients for 
monetary assistance with medical expens-
es, prescriptions, travel, etc. 

In the last year, ESCA has been able to give 
more than $50,000 in direct aid to cancer 
patients in both Inyo and Mono counties.

www.ESCancerAlliance.org

BROWN’S
SUPPLY INC.

NORTHERN INYO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
One Team. One Goal. Your Health

Eastern Sierra
Cancer Alliance

Eastern Sierra

MARCH IS

COLORECTAL 

CANCER

AWARENESS 

MONTH



SNOWCREEK FP TBD A NEW
HOME 

FOR 
FAMILY

FUN

NEW CREEKHOUSE RESIDENCES ARE AVAILABLE! 
Luxury Mountain Retreats with Alpine Golf Course and Athletic Club at Mammoth Mountain.Luxury Mountain Retreats with Alpine Golf Course and Athletic Club at Mammoth Mountain.

UP TO 3 BEDS & FLEX ROOM. UP TO 2,152 SQ. FT. • SALES 877-766-9275 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM

All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalDRE #01812140.All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalDRE #01812140.
2020. All rights reserved.2020. All rights reserved.

ANOTHER LUXURY DEVELOPMENT BY THE CHADMAR GROUP


	A001-she-02222020
	A002-she-02222020
	A003-she-02222020
	A004-she-02222020
	A005-she-02222020
	A006-she-02222020
	A007-she-02222020
	A008-she-02222020
	A009-she-02222020
	A010-she-02222020
	A011-she-02222020
	A012-she-02222020
	A013-she-02222020
	A014-she-02222020
	A015-she-02222020
	A016-she-02222020
	A017-she-02222020
	A018-she-02222020
	A019-she-02222020
	A020-she-02222020
	A021-she-02222020
	A022-she-02222020
	A023-she-02222020
	A024-she-02222020

