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There’s something about the Sierra that tends 
to attract repeated visits, extended visits - Eric 

Wasserman’s second visit has now extended nearly 
a decade.

Wasserman, a financial advisor by trade, is Presi-
dent of the Mammoth Lakes Chamber of Commerce 
and operates the Edward Jones branch in Mammoth 
Lakes.

He arrived here in 2002 at the age of 31. He had 
been living in Stanhope, New Jersey and working for 
the Magnet Investment Group as a portfolio manager.
And decided one day to cash out of the hedge fund 
and go live in a ski town.

“I always wanted to live in a ski town for a winter 

and I had the time and the money to do it,” said Was-
serman.
Why Mammoth?

“I’ve always been a ski bum at heart, and I’d seen 
it in the magazines. And I’d skied here once before 
in 1999 over Christmas break. For me, it came down 
to a choice between Mammoth or Whistler. Little did 
I realize there are just as many Canadians in either 
place!”
When did you decide to stay?

“There was a pivotal day just after I arrived. It was 
March, 2002. I had gotten a job teaching skiing up at 
the hill. It was a beautiful, crisp day. No phones ring-
ing. Fresh snow. And I thought to myself, ‘There’s got 
to be a way I can stay out here.’  So what happens? 
That afternoon I serendipitously bump into Mammoth 
Mountain CEO Rusty Gregory at Canyon Lodge. We 
got to talking. He asked me about myself. I gave him 
a brief resumé. And he referred me to CFO Mark 
Clausen. I did some special financial projects for the 
ski area before opening the Edward Jones branch.”
Sinatra famously sang that if you can make it in 
New York, you can make it anywhere. Is it tougher 
to make it in New York ... or Mammoth?

“It’s a tossup. I think it’s harder to get your start in 
Mammoth, but once you gather some momentum, it 
gets easier. But remember, in New York City, if you 
burn one bridge, you’ve got a million other bridges 
to consider. Here, if you burn a bridge, you can run 

yourself right out of town. And I’ve seen it happen 
plenty of times.”
What’s the toughest part about living in Mam-
moth?

“For a couple to each find a good job.”
The musician Leonard Cohen is known affec-
tionately as the “Patron Saint of Angst.” By the 
reflexive property, would that make him the Patron 
Saint of Mammoth?

I’m more of an optimist than Mr. Cohen. I’m excited 
about the future of Mammoth. We’ve got a new Town 
Council that appears to be pro-business and we’ve 
created a new Destination Marketing Organization 
(Mammoth Lakes Tourism) which will drive business.
Is there a risk of overdoing it? What’s that Yogi 
Berra line? ‘Nobody goes there anymore. It’s too 
crowded.’

I would much rather be tasked with resolving the 
dilemma of too much versus not enough.
What are the top three things you like to do on 
July 4th weekend?

1. Barbecue with friends in Crowley and watch the 
fireworks. 2. Ski and mountain bike on the same day. 
3. Start my Mammoth Rocks countdown calendar.
Is Leonard Cohen playing this year?

No, but there’s a Bruce Springsteen tribute band 
called The Rising, which is more than enough for this  
boy from Jersey. This year, Mammoth Rocks weekend 
is August 27-28. 

Welcome to Mammoth! We hope you have a great visit.
by Lunch

Eric Wasserman, living the life in Mammoth

www.chambermusicunbound.org
www.elegantbath.com


www.mammothlakeschamber.org
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The Sheet: So you’re the Grand Marshal of this year’s Fourth of July 
parade.

Bob Tanner: Yeah, that’s what they say.

Sheet: Have you been the Grand Marshal before?

BT: Only once, 11 years ago.

Sheet: And you’ve been living up in Mammoth for a long time now?

BT: This is the fifty-first year I’ve owned Red’s Meadow Pack Station, 
and I was here for about 10 years before that.

Sheet: So how did you start the Pack Station at Red’s Meadow?

BT: I went to work for Archie Mann, who owned it, and worked for him 
for two years. Then he wanted to sell and I bought a partnership. That 
was in 1960. Just a couple of years ago.

Sheet: Did you have any experience working at pack stations before 
that?

BT: Well I first came to Mammoth in 1949 while I was in college, and I 
got a job with a trail crew in the backcountry for the entire summer. And 
that led to being familiar with pack stations. But I learned everything the 
hardest way possible. I learned from the bottom up, no question about 

it. Some of the work we did on the trail is still there. We built some walls 
in the backcountry. In 1949, they were 12 feet high, and they’re still 
standing. Proves if you do a real good job, it’ll last a long time.

Sheet: Seems like that’s the case with Red’s Meadow.

BT: Yeah, Red’s Meadow’s lasted a long time because it’s fun. It’s 
always been fun. I like it to be fun for the public, and I like it to be fun for 
me.

Sheet: You’ve had some pretty interesting people come through the 
Pack Station, too.

BT: I’ve got lots of interesting stories of things that happened to me 
there. I had a pack trip with Ronald Reagan, when he was governor. In 
1972, I think. There was going to be a highway that went from Mam-
moth right through to Oakhurst on the other side. He came to an-
nounce that there wouldn’t be any federal money spent on it, and that 
was that.

We’ve had a lot of dignitaries come to town and stop through the 
Meadow. When Reagan came to make the announcement about the 
road, there had never been a governor in the 110 years that Bishop’s 
been around, that had ever come to Bishop. So having a governor here 
was a big deal.

Sheet: Speaking of Bishop, you’re also one of the founders of Mule 
Days.

By Vane

When I called Bob Tanner at Red’s Meadow Pack Station to schedule an interview, he agreed with one condition. “Sure,” he 
said, “if you can catch me.” Eighty years young, Bob has been around Mammoth just about as long as Dave McCoy. And 

his legend here is almost as great. He started Red’s Meadow Pack Station in 1960 at 29, and now operates in a 175-square 
mile area of the John Muir Wilderness and Yosemite National Park. He’s also one of the founders of Mule Days, a celebration of 
the mule held over Memorial Day weekend in Bishop every year. He’s been one of the largest providers of livestock for the Rose 
Bowl Parade for 37 years, and this year, he’s been named Grand Marshal of Mammoth’s Fourth of July Parade.We met up at the 
Looney Bean, where Bob settled into a comfortable chair, stretched out his legs, and proceeded to spin an abbreviated history of 
his time here in the Eastern Sierra.

Mammoth Legend 
Named Grand Marshal 
of Fourth of July Parade

Mammoth Legend 
Named Grand Marshal 
of Fourth of July Parade

Bob Tanner, shown here at Mule Days in the red, white and blue flag shirt, will be Grand Marshal of the July 4 Parade for a second time this year. 

Photo: Dave McCoy



                                                                                                                                      Great American 4th of July Celebration  2010       7

BT: Well, you know, I started Mule Days, and made it fun. It got to 
where it is because it was fun. But I did a lot of things here in Mam-
moth, too. I was a school teacher in Bishop for 13 years, and was 
still running Red’s Meadow the whole time. Then I became manager 
of the 1849 condominiums in Mammoth 35 years ago, and then I 
became a developer of the Trails subdivision. I was a builder and a 
developer. So I did a few things.

Sheet: Yeah, it sounds like you’ve been keeping busy. What did you 
teach down in Bishop?

BT: I was a high school football coach, and I taught Geography 
and English, and one class of World History. Then I was 10 years in 
the middle school, and I taught a core curriculum of everything in 
the morning for about four years, and then they made me the vice 
principal.

But I quit teaching and went to packing in 1969. That was a big 
snow year. Big snow at Red’s Meadow means 20 feet of snow. Ev-
ery building in Red’s Meadow had damage to it from that snow. So I 
had to rebuild the place, and I did. Built it stronger.

Sheet: How did Mule Days get started, then?

BT: Well, we had that bad year in ‘69, and we had so much snow 
that we didn’t pack trips ‘til the fourth of August. So I thought we 
should show the bankers in town that we were still alive.

People said it would never work, but it did. It did, in part, because 
it was fun. People had a lot of fun, and they came to see it because 
it was something they didn’t see. The mule wasn’t very popular 
when we started. Now it’s super popular. And there wasn’t anything 
to do Memorial Day weekend in Bishop, before Mule Days. Now 
that week is busier than any time in the year.

Sheet: It sounds like you put on a great show.

BT: We’ve always had different things in the Mule Days parade. We 
had a bathtub in a wagon this year, with three women in it dressed 
like prostitutes from the 1800s. A couple years ago I put a coffin in a 
wagon, with money all around it, and women in mourning dresses. 
Hooked a U-Haul trailer on the back of it with a sign, “Who says you 
can’t take it with you?”

Sheet: Are you going to have that much fun at the Fourth of July 
parade this year?

BT: Well I don’t know, maybe I’ll put a string of mules in this year’s 
parade just for the heck of it.

Sheet: Speaking of celebrations, that reminds me I heard some-
thing about a burro barbecue that used to happen a long time ago 
up here in Mammoth. Was that just a rumor?

BT: Somebody else asked me about that barbecue. They did have 
a burro barbecue every year. And that was a celebration for this 
town. The one thing it had. There weren’t enough people to make 
anything happen then.

Sheet: The town has come a long way.

BT: It took a long time to get anything started. But I got to see it 
start. I got to see it grow. I got to see the painful parts of a town try-
ing to build from nothing into something.

That’s the interesting part of being here for this whole thing, see-
ing the growth of the place. A lot of money was supposed to be 
made, and a lot of money wasn’t made. The dreams were here, but 
the action wasn’t. It’s tough living here, you’ve got to survive.
I came here with $7 in my pocket, maybe I can leave with eight.

www.highsierrastriders.org
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Lights? Got that … the Eastern 
Sierra boast an annual average 
of 300 sun-filled days. Cam-

eras? From westerns to ski movies 
to commercials, there’s been more 
than just mountain terrain rolling 
in these parts. And action? Well, in a 
troubled economy, that’s one busi-
ness that’s been picking up lately, 
thanks in part to a new independent 
business, Film Mammoth, started 
by local media veteran Cleland Hoff. 
The company has a good working 
relationship with Mammoth Moun-
tain Ski Area’s Entertainment and 
Events division (which handles film 
production both there and on other 
U.S. Forest Service property) and 
has expanded its coverage to other 
parts of the region as well. Along the 
way, Film Mammoth has not only 
banked several national-level com-
mercial credits, but also recently 
expanded its menu of services to in-
clude talent and ancillary resources, 
and location scouting and manage-
ment.

Eastern Sierra Film History 101
Take a trip through the Lone Pine 

Film History Museum and you may 
be a little surprised at just how 
much the Eastern Sierra has been 
home to film and television through 
the decades, dating back to the 
earliest days of cinema. When the 
movies located to California from 
New York in the early 1900s, west-
erns quickly became a staple of the 
genre, relatively easy to produce and 
featuring lots of action. And produc-
ers realized they didn’t have to travel 
far to find the looks they wanted. As 
movies grew in sophistication, the 
region became better explored and 
documented, and studios found 
they had more and greater locations 
and looks available to them just a 
few hours drive from Hollywood.

Early westerns used many of the 
numerous run-of-the-mill desert 
landscapes, but later movies were 
more creative, such as the John 
Wayne comedy “North to Alaska,” 
which shot scenes near Hot Creek 

without having to travel “north to 
Alaska,” and director Clint Eastwood 
found an almost otherworldly look 
near the shores of Mono Lake for his 
eerie western, “High Plains Drifter.” 
Science fiction and other big action 
movies have been here, too … from 
the legendary “Star Trek” franchise 
to the recent “Iron Man” features.

In addition, Mammoth and June 
mountains have been home to any 
number of ski and snowboard mov-
ies, including several Warren Miller 
productions, as well as National 
Geographic documentaries and 
even reality shows, such as A&E’s 
popular “Criss Angel: Mindfreak” 
and Animal Planet’s hit “Bear Whis-
perer,” starring local bear expert 
Steve Searles, which was just picked 
up for more episodes.

Hoff and running … 
Hoff’s background in Eastern Sier-

ra media goes back to the early days 
of local public access Channel 51, 
when she hosted a weekly update 
show with long time area meteorol-
ogist Howard Sheckter. “I did it for 
free as part of an internship. While 
we were doing the show, we de-
cided we needed some visuals to go 
along with the stories, so I grabbed 
a camera and started shooting 
things.” But the tapes weren’t getting 
used because there wasn’t enough 
manpower to take the time and edit 
the footage. “So, I learned how to 
do that myself, 
too.”

Through her umbrella business, 
Cleland Hoff Productions, she con-
tracted herself out to Sierra Wave 
TV 33 in Bishop. “That relationship, 
working with the Sierra Wave team 
and Benett Kessler, has been one 
of the best experiences of my life.” 
Hoff said she has no plans to end 
her affiliation with the channel. “I’ll 
keep working with them as long as 
they’ll have me.” Her tenure at Sierra 
Wave has given her local caché and 
recognition, which she credits with 
helping her stay established in a 
very specialized niche where others 
have failed.

As with many Hollywood success 
stories, Hoff just needed a good 
break. “I knew and had worked with 
Steve Morrison (with Mammoth 
Mountain’s Events and Entertain-
ment Department). He passed on 
my name to a casting director for an 
assistant position on a Honda com-
mercial, and one job led to another,” 
Hoff recalled. “It’s been an amazing 
domino effect. The casting direc-
tor from the Honda commercial 
eventually called me back for what 
turned into a month-and-a-half 
job. I picked up lots of advice and 
learned a ton! I listened and the jobs 
kept coming in.”

Indeed, commercials have proven 
to be a bread-and-butter staple for 
Film Mammoth during the past few 
years. Locals and 

By Geisel

MAMMOTHFilm
 Local company focuses lights, camera, action on the Eastern Sierra
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visitors may remember a prominent 
Ford commercial that not only men-
tioned Mammoth, but also showed 
the Main Lodge on camera as well. 
And those lovable Vikings from the 
humorous Capital One “What’s in 
your wallet?” series of spots made 
the trek to Mammoth Mountain for 
a memorable winter ad that show-
cased several key MMSA locations 
and used lots of locals as back-
ground. A Chevrolet commercial 
that aired during the 2010 Winter 
Olympics had locals cast in featured 
parts.

It was on one of those commercial 
spots last winter that she crystal-
lized both the company’s name and 
objective. “One of the crew sug-
gested making a ‘Film Mammoth’ 
bumper sticker. They said, ‘Shooting 
here is just great!’” It was another 
10 hours before she was able to sit 
down at her computer and start 
working on it, but the name, idea 
and mission stuck. “It made more 
sense. I’d been using Cleland Hoff 
Production, but that told me noth-
ing … and I didn’t want my initials 
to be CHP either!”

Since then, her roster of credits 
has grown to boast Dodge, Jeep, 
Aflac, the reality series “Fly Girls,” 
the History Channel’s “Top Gear” 
with race/stunt driver Tanner 
Foust 

(who’s done stunt driving on other 
Mammoth shoots), and most re-
cently test footage for what may be a 
western film starring Luke Perry and 
Scott Glenn.

Film Mammoth, however, is not 
just about getting producers to 
shoot in the Eastern Sierra … it’s 
also hooking up Eastern Sierra 
residents with the producers once 
they’re here. “I get to help people 
make money, either by giving them 
a chance to get on camera, or leas-
ing out other resources … dogs, ve-
hicles, etc. I’m constantly looking for 
peoples’ best qualities and talents — 
juggling, sports abilities, horse skills, 
whatever — so that I can fit them 
into the film industry.”

Hoff keeps a database of basic in-
formation and photographs, which 
she plans to update soon, corralling 
local on-camera talent and photog-
raphers who will be able to submit 
current information and looks to 
streamline the Film Mammoth re-
source pool.

And Hollywood apparently likes 
what it sees. Film Mammoth’s name 
is getting around both through 
Southern California production 
companies that have enjoyed their 
experiences here, as well as other 
film-related 

government entities, such as Chris 
Langley and the Inyo County Film 
Commission. Film Mammoth also 
now has a Facebook presence, with 
almost 800 members, half of which 
are located in Los Angeles.

The business is still growing, but 
Hoff just got a second set of hands 
on board, Scott Behrens, who’s set 
L.A. to one side, preferring to work 
on advancing the film business in 
Mammoth. “He’s got a great brain … 
his business card was going to say 
Director of Logic,” she quipped. “He 
sees where this can lead him profes-
sionally and things are going a lot 
smoother and faster with him here.”

As to the future, Hoff thinks … no, 
wait she KNOWS … it’s going to be 
bright. “I think the Eastern Sierra 
is going to be a film mecca of sorts. 
Producers will not only have fun 
shooting here, but also make money 
doing it. I think a lot of people will 
shoot here just to get me to shut up 
about it,” she says with a laugh.

For more information, e-mail 
filmmammoth@gmail.com, and 
visit Film Mammoth at www.film-
mammoth.com and on Facebook.
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The Town of Mammoth Lakes 
is once again proud to host its 

annual Fireworks Show at Crow-
ley Lake on Sunday, July 4 Fees: 
$25/vehicle, $5/ walk-in

Feel like some grub during the 
show? Then grab a great barbe-
cue dinner from Hot Chicks of 
Mammoth Lakes. Mammoth 
Brew and other beverages will 
also be available for your drink-
ing pleasure. The Crowley Lake 
Fish Camp will be open with a 
wide selection of beer, soda, ice 
cream and other snacks for sale, 
and will also be providing free 
live music by The Akoustik 2 from 
4-8:30 p.m.

Town staff promises this year’s 
Fireworks Show to be a bright 
and beautiful display of color set 
against the spectacular East-
ern Sierra mountain setting. 

Music synced with the show 
will be broadcast locally over 
KMMT/106.5 FM.

Plan to spend a few hours with 
family and friends at the Crowley 
Lake Fish Camp for the Fourth of 
July Fireworks Show. Visitors and 
locals alike are advised that NO 
personal fireworks are permitted 
within Mono County.

The entire lakeshore at the 
South Landing of Crowley is 
open for camping for the holiday 
weekend from Thursday, July 1 
through Monday, July 5. The fee 
is $100 per car for four nights of 
camping and the firework show.

So bring your lawn chairs, blan-
kets, and friends and celebrate 
Independence Day at Crowley 
Lake. Have fun, be safe and enjoy 
the Fourth! Info: www.visitmam-
moth.com or 760.934.2712, ext. 0

July 1-4: U.S. Forest Service Hikes 
and Talks. The Mammoth Ranger 
Station and Welcome Center will 
offer FREE interpretive hikes and 
patio talks. Call or visit the Wel-
come Center for more information 
and times, 760.924.5500.

July 1-4: Great American 4th of 
July Celebrations at the Village at 
Mammoth. Visit The Village for the 
Great American 4th of July Celebra-
tions. Enjoy live music concerts, 
family festivities, outdoor food and 
beverages, dancing, and fireworks 
on July 3 at approximately 9:30 
p.m. Sunday, July 4 is “Taj Mahal 
Live in St. Lucia” concert movie. 
Call 760.924.1575 for more infor-
mation.

July 1–4: Eastern Sierra Land 
Trust Art for Conservation Show & 
Sale. Located at the Mono Council 
for the Arts Gallery in the Luxury 
Outlet Mall on Main Street. Twenty 
local artists featuring works created 
at a “Plein Air Paint Out held at the 
Benton Hot Springs Ranch Conser-
vation Easement.” For more infor-
mation call 760.873.4554. 

July 2: Movies Under the Stars at 
the Village at Mammoth. Located 
at the Village Plaza. Movie “Cloudy 
With a Chance of Meatballs.” Time: 
8 p.m. FREE. Seating is available for 
the first 80 people; bring a blanket 

as it does get chilly. Popcorn and 
drinks for sale. Call: 760.924.1575 
for more information.  

July 2-4: Mammoth Celebrates 
the Arts. Enjoy beautiful artwork at 
“Mammoth Celebrates the Arts” in 
the Footloose parking lot on Fri-
day and Saturday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
and Sunday from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
There will be pottery, stained glass, 
photography, bronze, metal works, 
in-laid wood, fine art paintings and 
other unique handmade items of-
fered by the artists. Fun for all and 
FREE.

July 2-4: Bridgeport’s 148th An-
nual Fourth of July Celebration. 
Parade, kids’ games, fireworks and 
more! For more info visit www. 
BridgeportCalifornia.com

July 3: Picnic at the Lake Located 
at Convict Lake enjoy a picnic, 
horseshoe tournament, gourmet 
BBQ and music. For more informa-
tion call 760.934.3800. 

July 3: Tour of the Homes Fund-
raiser. Come see some of the most 
beautiful homes in Mammoth from 
1-4 p.m. while helping support the 
Mammoth Lakes Lutheran Church. 
Tickets are $25 each and are avail-
able at Mammoth Business Es-
sentials and the Mammoth Lakes 
Lutheran Church the day of the 

tour. No one under the age of 14 
please. Call for more information 
760.934.8227.

July 3: Family Picnic Concert at 
Pokonobe Lodge with Fiddlin’ Pete. 
Enjoy a gourmet picnic buffet 
lunch out on the deck, then relax 
with concert seating inside the 
Pokonobe Lodge. Patriotic Inde-
pendence Day concert program 
that will get the youngsters and 
parents singing along! Seating first 
come, first serve. $20 Adults/$10 
Youngun’s/Preschool FREE.  

Fiddlin’ Pete then performs a 
dinner concer that evening! Enjoy 
a delicious dinner in the historic 
Pokonobe Lodge, followed by a 
fun and intimate live concert! No 
additional charge to bring your 
own wine! $45 Adults/$20 Young-
un’s. Credit Card secured reserva-
tions for both events. Call Pete @ 
760.873.4616.

July 3: 4th of July Tri at Whitmore 
Pool. The 5th Annual Triathlon 
hosted by the Mammoth Lakes 
Swim Team will take place on 
Saturday, July 3 at Whitmore Pool. 
There will be a variety of races 
for adults and kids as young as 5 
years old. At noon, following the 
Tri, the pool will be open to the 
public for FREE. There will also 
be a fundraiser BBQ put on by the 
Swim Team. For more information 
760.924.2285.    

July 3: Lakes Basin Cleanup.
Celebrate America by caring for 
your public lands! Join Friends of 
the Inyo in cleaning up the lake-
shores, trails and streams of the 
basin. Meet 8:30 a.m. at the Horse-
shoe Lake parking area. Trash bags, 
tools, water and snacks provided – 
prizes awarded for most (and best) 
trash picked up. Email explore@
friendsoftheinyo.org with ques-
tions, or visit www.friendsofthei-
nyo.org.

July 4: Mammoth Lakes Lions 
Club Pancake Breakfast. Located 
on Old Mammoth Road at the 
Mammoth Mall / Chart House 
parking lot. All you can eat pan-
cakes plus sausage, orange juice 
and coffee. $7 for adults & $5 for 
children under 12 years old. Time: 
7-11 a.m. Info: 760.934.0017

  

FOURTH OF JULY WEEKEND CALENDAR

CROWLEY FIREWORKS SHOWCROWLEY FIREWORKS SHOW
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July 4: Footloose Freedom Mile 
Run. The one-mile race starts at 
approximately 10:10 a.m. (before 
the start of the Parade), near the 
corner of Minaret and Old Mam-
moth Road in Mammoth Lakes. 
Proceeds benefit Disabled Sports 
Eastern Sierra, High Sierra Striders, 
and the Mammoth Track Project. 
Admission is $20 per person. Reg-
ister online at www.highsierrastrid-
ers.org. Call 760.937.2406 for more 
information.    

July 4: Independence Day Parade. 
Starts at Manzanita and Main St. 
continues on Main St. and makes 
a right on Old Mammoth Rd. and 
ends at Chateau Rd. Theme: “The 
Wild, Wild West.” Time: 11 a.m. 
Mammoth Lakes Chamber of Com-
merce. Call: 760.934.6717 for more 
information.    

July 4: Pops in the Park.
Kick back at Mammoth Creek Park 
after the parade (Approximately 
12:30 p.m.) and enjoy a live 45-
piece orchestra playing patriotic 
and Hollywood favorites. Hosted 
by Chamber Music Unbound, this 
concert is FREE and is an event not 
to be missed! Info: 760.934.7015

July 4: Fire Safety Fun Festival.      
Come and learn how to be fire safe 
and have fun doing so with Smokey 
Bear. The Festival starts after the 
parade until 3 p.m. at the USFS Fire 
Station 2 on Sawmill Cutoff Rd. Ad-
mission is FREE. Call: 760.924.5538 
for more information.

July 3-4: Chalk it Up! Local artists 
will Chalk it Up at the Luxury Out-
let Mall. This year’s theme is Alice 
in Wonderland! Bring your family! 
Children will have the opportunity 
to have a square to chalk it up! You 
can also take pictures with Alice in 
Wonderland characters. All pro-
ceeds benefit the Mammoth Lakes 
Repertory Theatre. For more info 
call 760.709.1981.

July 4: Mammoth Lakes Fire 
Department Open House. Loca-
tion is Fire Station #1 on Main St. 
(Hwy 203). Starts after the parade 
until 3 p.m. Meet our firefighters 
and check out the ladder engine. 
Admission is FREE. Mammoth 
Lakes Fire Department. Call: 
760.934.2300 for more information.    

July 4: Grumpy’s 4th of July Bash 
& Hot Dog Eating Contest. The 4th 

of July Bash starts before the pa-
rade at 10 a.m. with a DJ playing 
music in the parking lot - FREE. 
Proceeds benefit the MHS Football 
team program. When the parade 
ends, the competition begins 
“Grumpy’s 3rd Annual Hot Dog 
Eating Contest.” Sign up now to 
be a contestant by contacting Red 
or Scott. The contest costs $25 per 
entry and includes a competitor 
T-shirt. There will only be 30 peo-
ple allowed to compete so get in 
early before it’s full. 1st - 3rd place 
are cash prizes along with honor-
ary trophies. Call: Grumpy’s at 
760.934.8587 for more information. 
*Note: The Sheet’s Mike McKenna 
has signed up for this year’s contest!   

July 4: Free Fishing Day in Mono 
County. The Department of Fish 
and Game invite you to fish for free 
in Mono County - One day only! 

July 4: Movies Under the Stars 
at the Village at Mammoth.  Movie 
“Taj Mahal in St. Lucia” movie 
concert. Time: 8 p.m. FREE. Seating 
is available for the first 80 people; 
bring a blanket as it does get chilly. 
Popcorn and drinks for sale. Info: 
760.924.1575

www.visitmammoth.com
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“If the sight of the blue skies fills you with joy, if a blade of grass 
springing up in the fields has power to move you, if the simple things in 

nature have a message you understand, Rejoice, for your soul is 
alive.” Eleanora Duse (Italian Actress 1858-1924)

Bursting colors fill 
the High Sierra 
as landscapes 

emerge from the 
many months of 
colorless, white 
winter. Blue skies, 
rich brown moun-
tains, and deep 
green grass fill sights 
and other senses. 
These things of beauty 
that make up the heart 
and soul of the Eastern 
Sierra and its communi-
ties should be cel-
ebrated, and that’s just 
what this year’s Blue 
Sky Festival aims to 
do. Taking place Aug. 
12-15, this event, 
now in its second 
year, is growing to accom-
modate the true meaning of 
Mammoth.

“We’re sitting here in Mam-
moth surrounded by these great 
components, so we should be doing 
a different type of event,” said festival 
co-producer Jim Vanko of Harvest 
Moon Presents in regard to why the 
partners decided to step 
things up from the simple 

music festival the event 
was previously.

“Last year we had a day-long mu-
sic festival, but people are here for other 

reasons,” Vanko said.
Like taking off their shoes after a long hike 
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Second annual Blue Sky Fest celebrates Mammoth’s spirit

By Kirkner

to feel the grass beneath their feet alongside a cool moun-
tain stream, feeling the wind in their faces on a scenic 

mountain or road bike ride, or enjoying the taste 
of a cold, locally-brewed beer as they drop 
a line or cast a reel into a local fishing hole. 
The Eastern Sierra is a culture of outdoor 

activity, so Vanko, co-producer Sarah Mason 
and their partners Mammoth Brewing Company 
and Vallitix have gathered local businesses 
to put on outdoor activities throughout the 
four-day event and really celebrate the soul of 
the Sierra. Guided mountain bike rides, yoga 
sessions, bootcamp fitness sessions, kayak-
ing demos, healthy cooking and gardening 
demonstrations are all in the lineup with 
more events being added every day. Most 
of the activities are free, unless otherwise 
stated at the vendor locations.

“It’s a great opportunity to co-sponsor, 
and be involved with a music event,” said Tony 
Colasardo, co-owner of Footloose Sports, one of the local busi-
nesses involved this year.

“Special events are the lifeblood of this community and we try to 
sponsor as many summer events as possible,” Colasardo went on to 
say.

Look for sponsored mountain and road bike rides, including family 
rides at Shady Rest, as well as hikes and more put on by Footloose 
during the event.

Also new to this year’s Blue Sky Fest is a film festival, featuring 
thought-provoking documentary films on a variety of topics. The film 
festival portion of the event is free and will be held at the Blue Sky 
Theatre in the Sierra Nevada Lodge. 

“The Sierra Nevada Lodge really stepped up and is sponsoring 
Thursday’s portion of the festival,” Vanko said. “We would not have 
been able to make that portion happen without them.”

One of the most provocative films in the line up is the story of Sierra 
Leone’s Refugee All Stars, the headlining band for Thursday’s World 
Beat Dance Party, a free concert kicking off the Blue Sky Festival at the 
Sierra Nevada Lodge parking lot.



An extremely special 
band with an amazing 
story to tell, Sierra Leone’s 
Refugee All Stars started 
playing music together in 
West Africa refugee camps 
while their homeland was 
being torn apart by warfare. 
According to their website, 
they formed a band to “keep 
their spirits up and their hopes 
alive.” Festival producers caught 
a lucky break and were able to book 
the band here in Mammoth as they make 
their way to The Outside Lands Festival in San 
Francisco. The film chronicles the band over three years from 
Guinean refugee camps back to war-ravaged Sierra Leone where 
members of the group realized the dream of recording their first studio 
album. 

“To be able to see this remarkable film and then the actual band 
perform is an extraordinary opportunity,” said Rhonda Duggan, General 
Manager of the Sierra Nevada Lodge. “We are very excited to be able 
to bring this to Mammoth and kick off the Blue Sky Fest.”

As you’ve probably ascertained, music is still a huge component of 

the festival. Funk ‘n Fusion Friday 
and Rock ‘n Reggae Saturday 
will have you tapping your toes 
from 3-10 p.m. for only $35 each 
day or $55 for a two-day pass. 
Friday’s lineup includes Ozomatli, 
Karl Denison’s Tiny Universe, 

Soulive, and My Peoples. Saturday 
showcases Toad the Wet Sprocket, 

Iration, Top Shelf, and The Holdup.
Between the bands, the films and the 

activities, the Blue Sky Festival hopes to 
fill an eclectic niche in Mammoth.

“We are hoping to be a little more avant garde 
in showcasing the spirit of Mammoth,” Vanko said. “The 

event is an opportunity to go beyond just a music festival, and turn it 
into a lifestyle celebration.”

Buy your tickets locally at Mammoth Brewing Company’s Tasting 
Room on Berner Street and save yourself the service fees. Also, by 
mentioning the phrase, “Nothin’ but Blue Sky,” you can receive $5 off 
your ticket price.

For updates on all things related to the Blue Sky Festival, visit www.
BlueSkyFest.com. Also look for more stories about the Festival in 
upcoming issues of The Sheet.
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The old but honest adage for Mam-
moth is, “Come for the winter, stay 
for the summer.” 

This is so true. I, like many locals, 
moved up here for the winter to hit the 
Chutes off Chairs 22 and 23. There’s 
some sick powder in there on storm 
days. Despite my intense love of skiing, 
however, I’m still not willing to head to 
the Southern Hemisphere for more this 
time of year, as I always need time off 
from the slopes to exchange the boots 
and boards for shorts and sandals in 
Mammoth. I came here for the winter, 
and I stay for the summer.

My first summer in town, I was starting 
to wonder what there is to do around 
here during the more pleasant months. 
It didn’t take long to calculate that along 
with the biking, trail riding, hiking, golf, 
climbing, kayaking, waterskiing, and 
other countless summer thrills, there is 
truly one pastime (“addiction” for those 
of us lucky enough to possess it) that 
really shines at the top of the totem pole, 
capturing the essence of why one should 
be in Mammoth this time of year: fish-
ing! The countless angling opportunities 
around Mammoth are THAT GOOD!

With official closing of chairlifts sched-
uled for Independence Day, it was obvi-
ously an incredible winter of skiing and 
snowboarding in the Eastside. Mammoth 
Mountain received over 46 feet of snow. 
All the season’s snow equates to what is 
now incredible fishing. The major spring 
snowmelt runoff has calmed down, and 
our region’s blue-ribbon fisheries are 
earning even more medals for producing 
trout worthy of mounting on the wall. 
Crowley’s got great midge hatches going. 
The bugs at Hot Creek have completely 
exploded. And in our tiniest of backcoun-
try streams, the terrestrials are acciden-
tally hopping from grass blade to water, 
incidentally to the mouth of hungry wild 
brook trout stealthily laying in wait below.

For those of you curious about casting 
a fly, I’m going to point you out to Hot 
Creek. Hot Creek is arguably Southern 
California’s premier fly fishing locale. 
What makes it so “hot?” Besides this 
spring-fed creek possessing all the right 
ingredients for being the perfect incuba-
tor for the hundreds of thousands of new 
trout eggs deposited into it each spring, 
and again in fall, it already holds an 
estimated 8–10 thousand trout per mile 
of meandering creek. It fishes all times 
of the day, from tricos in the morning, to 
mayflies during the midday, to an unbe-
lievable caddis feeding frenzy on and off 
throughout the day, and into the night. 

One of my favorite times to be down 
there is the last hour of daylight for the 
magic “boil.” It’s incredible! It is dry fly 
fishing at its finest, with no reason not to 
run nymph patterns through the deeper 
pools and channels. I’ve had 50-plus trout 
mornings down there, only to be almost 
skunked the next day. It is some of the 
best, and most challenging fly fishing, 
all neatly packaged into an easy-access 
fishery conveniently located only a few 
minutes south of Mammoth. 

If you’ve got younger ones with you, 
and you think tossing worms over the 
boat in the lake sounds more appealing, 
I’d argue that the Eastside has enough 
lakes hidden away to put Minnesota to 
shame. 

Two of our prize lakes in Mono County 
are also both famous for their homemade 
pies at their respective resorts: Virginia 
Lakes and Rock Creek Lake. 

The three lakes that comprise the 
angling of Virginia Lakes are beautiful 
and full of trout. All three are float-tube 
friendly, and offer fantastic shore angling 
for the bait anglers. The Resort is located 
a few miles up the road from the top of 
Conway Summit just north of Mono Lake. 
Fishing with Olive Matukas or Thomas 
Bouyants will land you trout. It is an idyl-
lic setting, and Carolyn Webb makes the 
most American apple pie you’ve ever had.

Rock Creek Lake is famous for the “Pie 

in the Sky Resort.” You better get there 
early though, as their key lime, fruit of 
the forest, and banana coconut cream of-
ferings (among a dozen other flavors) go 
quick. As for the fishing, pitching Power-
worms at the inlet of the lake is usually 
very good fishing. Fishing the creek up 
and down the highway bends rods.

Closer to Mammoth, the Lakes above 
Mammoth (Twin, Mary, Mamie and 
George) always produce lots of trout. Fly 
fishers take pleasure getting at the wild 
brooks at Twin in the evening with Gnat 
patterns. Fishing Mary around either 
marina or where it flows into Mamie are 
good spots. George is an unbelievable 
setting. Good fishing can be found by the 
big rock on the far side.

Crowley, the quintessential trout fish-
ing lake for the state of California, and 
younger sibling Convict, are huge hits, 
with reason. Both house hundreds of 
thousands of trout.

Hence, while you’re celebrating our 
great nation this weekend, celebrate the 
most our region has to offer per one of 
the greatest family activities of all times: 
fishing. You’ll share a smile with the kids, 
a sunset with the significant other, and 
an understanding of what makes Mam-
moth in summer the greatest place in the 
world.

  The Town of Mammoth Lakes has 
three great fishing outfitters to meet all 
your angling needs. Please visit The Trout 
Fly, Rick’s Sports Center or Kittredge 
Sports to learn more about the hundreds 
or creeks, rivers, and lakes not here men-
tioned. All outfitters have guide services 
offering everything from casting on the 
rivers for the beginning fly fishers, to 
trolling on a lake with family and friends. 
Hire a professional guide if you wish to 
experience learning the art of fly fishing. 
It can be frustrating going at it alone, and 
having a professional streamline the pro-
cess for you makes it that more enriching. 
The shops also rent rods and wading gear. 
You can pick up tackle, bait, flies, line, 
leaders and everything else you’ll need, 
and get your required California fishing 
license. 

There is nothing more American for the 
4th of July than hooking onto a colorful 
rainbow trout. It’s a pleasant experience, 
and I wish it upon you. Happy Birthday, 
America.

Chris Leonard guides for Kittredge 
Sports. Call 760.934.7566. A more detailed 
report can be found at 
http://kittredgesports.com/fishing_report.
php. 

Pie, Powerbait, and Hoppers 
for the Fourth of July

by Chris Leonard

Neal Covert with official club T-shirt
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Reserve opens gates to visitors for special tours and talks
By Geisel

There’s living history and 
then there’s living history. 
And this summer, once 

again the gates to the Valentine 
Eastern Sierra Reserve will open 
and those fortunate enough to 
participate in some of its very 
special programs will get to see a 
little of both.

Valentine Reserve, home to 
teaching and research study via 
the state’s university system, 
boasts not only the living natural 
history of the area, meticulously 
preserved for field observations 
and data collecting, but also a 
fascinating general history of 
this part of Mono County dating 
back almost to the turn of the last 
century.

The Reserve begins its 2010 sea-
son on July 7. Among the variety 
of programs that give attendees 
exclusive access to the reserve and 
its teaching and study grounds are 
Ken Irvine’s History Talks. Only 
two dates are set this summer: 
Saturday, July 10 and Saturday, 
July 24, from 9-11:30 a.m. both 
days. 

Irvine is a retired anthropol-
ogy professor who presents the 
very popular history program in 
costume and character, portray-
ing a guest of the Valentine family 
invited to the Valentine Camp in 
1924 to swap stories with some 
of the area’s power players of the 
time. His presentation not only 
tells the story of the Valentine land 
and the people that called it home 
during Mono County’s early years, 
but also features historic photo-
graphs of the Valentine family and 

their friends from Los Angeles, 
including music of the period.
He and his wife, Edyth, have both 
been volunteers at Valentine for 
many years, and the two of them 
have come to know the Reserve’s 
past as if it were their own.

During the talk, you’ll feel as if 
you’re there, hearing about how 
the City of Los Angeles was buying 
up land in the area for subsequent 
diversion of the water to Southern 
California, and how the Valentines 
managed to stave off L.A.’s thirst 
for their water, a much sought-
after prize by the city to this day.

You’ll hear about the exploits of 
the men who made up the Val-
entine Camp... Henry O’Melveny 
and Lewis Meyers, partners in the 
firm of O’Melveny and Meyers. 
Meyers was very important in the 
L.A. business community of the 
day.

William Kerchoff, head of Ker-
choff Lumber, had also been head 
of Southern California Gas, which 
was eventually sold to Pacific Gas.
Michael Connell was a tall, hand-
some Irishman from Boston, 
who always wore a white carna-
tion in his buttonhole. Connell 
was invested in Bellridge Oil with 
partners Max Whittier and Burton 
Green, who (not coincidentally) 
founded the City of Beverly Hills. 

Security Bank founder Joseph 
Sartori was also president of the 
L.A. Country Club and responsible 
for relocating it to Beverly Hills, 
which in those days was “miles 
out of town.” Sartori’s mother 
founded the first golf course in 
L.A., which had nine holes at 

what is now 
the corner 
of Pico and 
Figueroa.
George Wal-
lace, Sartori’s 
adopted son, 
took over as 
president of 
Security Bank 
when Sartori 
retired.
And Ira 
Copley 
founded 
San Diego’s 
Union Tri-
bune, one of 
the largest privately owned 
newspapers in California.

You’ll also follow the Reserve’s 
history through the WWII years, 
into the 70s and its relationship to 
the late Andrea Mead Lawrence, 
and how it came to be gifted to the 
University of California’s Nature 
Reserve System. 
Other programs include: 
July 7, 14: Early Season Wildflow-
ers ... Depending on the year, 
expect to see arrays of forget-me-
nots, Mariposa lilies, violets and 
fritillary lilies, which will be in 
seed later in the summer.
July 21-23: Introduction to Valen-
tine Wildflowers ... Every plant has 
a story, or a native use, and learn-
ing a plant’s story is often a key 
to helping remember its name. 
Hike through five distinct plant 
communities, and learn about the 
dominant species found in each.
July 8, 15: The Forest of Valentine 
Reserve ... Learn the five most 
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common conifers by examining 
cones, needles, bark and other 
features, and the importance of 
fire and beetles to the forest eco-
system.
July 9, 16: Black Bears ... See bear 
scratched trees, a bear den and 
possibly bear tracks. Learn how 
bears survive in the forest, and 
how Mammoth Lakes is manag-
ing its bear population. (Note: The 
July 9 program is SOLD OUT)

RSVP in advance only; no tickets 
will be available at the gate. The 
Reserve asks for a $15 donation 
that goes to its Outdoor Science 
Education Program for local 
school science field trips.

The Valentine Reserve is owned 
by the University of California 
and set aside for teaching and 
research, is normally closed to the 
public, except for this summer 

series of exclusive public outreach 
programs. The complete schedule 
is available on the official site at 
http://vesr.ucnrs.org. 

All programs are by reserva-
tion in advance only; call Leslie 
Dawson at 760.935.4356 or e-mail 
ldawson@msi.ucsb.edu.

www.friendsoftheinyo.org


JULY
1-31  Eastern Sierra Land Trust’s Sec-
ond Annual Art for Conservation Show 
and Sale at the Mono Council for the 
Arts in the Luxury Outlet Mall on Main 
Street. Info: www.eslt.org

14-18  22nd Annual Mammoth Lakes 
Jazz Jubilee, www.mammothjazz.org, 
877.686.5299

10  June Lake Triathlon, Toughest Race 
in the Most Beautiful Place, 
www.highsierratri.org

10  Bodie Hills Wildflower Hike: “Bodie” 
Jack Shipley leads an 8-mile hike up 
Bodie and Potato peaks. Great views 
and wildflower display. Moderate to 
strenuous hike with over 1,000 feet of 
elevation gain/loss. No dogs, please. 
Meet 10 a.m. at the end of the pave-
ment on the Bodie Road (Hwy 270). 
Info: explore@friendsoftheinyo.org 

17  SOS Trail Day at Lake George/
Crystal Lake. Meet at 8:30 a.m. at the 

Lake George parking area. Wear work 
clothes – sturdy, close-toed shoes, long 
pants and shirt. Tools, supplies, water, 
snacks, lunch and raffle prizes provid-
ed. More info: 
explore@friendsoftheinyo.org 

21-Aug. 6  Chamber Music Unbound 
presents “Mammoth Lakes Music 
Festival.” Info: www.felicitrio.com, 
760.934.7015

22-30  Second Annual Black Box 
Theatre Festival presented by Mam-
moth Lakes Repertory Theatre. Info: 
www.mammothlakesfoundation.org or 
760.709.1981

22  Snowcreek Nine and Dine, www.
snowcreekresort.com or 760.934.6633

23-24  WOOFstock at The Village. A 
weekend of events geared around 
animals. Info: www.villageatmammoth.
com or 760.924.1575

24-25  40th Annual Fireman’s Canoe 
Races and Picnic. 11 a.m.-3p.m. on July 
24 at Horseshoe Lake and 11 a.m. – 3 
p.m. at Shady Rest Park on July 25. Call 
760.934.2300

24  Children’s Fishing Festival at the 
Snowcreek Ponds from 8 a.m. – noon. 
Info: www.visitmammoth.com or 
760.937.2942

24-26  Disabled Sports Eastern Sierra 
– Sierra Cycle Challenge, a three-day 
fundraising bike challenge. Info: www.
disabledsportseasternsierra.org or 
760.934.0791

24  Old Timers Barbecue at the Mam-
moth Museum/Hayden Cabin. Mu-

sic, dancing and barbecue. Info: 
760.934.6918

31  Mammoth Lakes Challenge Tri-
athlon at Whitmore Pool. Info: www.
theschedule.com or 415.335.0179

31  Villagefest at The Village. Back for 
its seventh year with Rib Cook Off and 
live music. Info: www.villageatmam-
moth.com or 760.924.1575

AUGUST
1  Fiddlin’ Pete Watercott Dinner Con-
cert at Pokonobe Lodge. Info/reserva-
tions 760.873.4616

1  Mammoth Lakes Quake and Shake 
10k/Half Marathon, starting at the Inyo 
Craters parking lot. Info: www.thesched-
ule.com or 415.335.0179

6-8  15th Annual Bluesapalooza and Fes-
tival of Beers, produced by HarvestMoon 
Presents, with Los Lonely Boys, Dave 
Mason and the very best in brew tasting! 
Info/tix: www.mammothbluesbrewsfest.
com, 888.992.7397

6-8  38th Annual Mammoth Lakes Fine 
Arts and Crafts Festival located in the 
Kittredge Sports parking lot. Info: www.
pacificfinearts.com or 209.296.1195

8  Charthouse/Footloose Sports 5k/10k 
Walk/Run. Starts at 8 a.m. in the Chart-
house parking lot. Info: www.footloos-
esports.com or 760.934.2400

11-15  Snowcreek Mammoth Open Ten-
nis Tournament at Snowcreek Athletic 
Club. Info: www.snowcreekathleticclub.
com or 760.934.8511

12-14  Sierra Summer Festival’s 33rd 
Season. “Beethoven the Mammoth,” 
featuring the Eastern Sierra Symphony 
Orchestra. Info: www.sierrasummerfes-
tival.org

12-15  Blue Sky Music Festival, pro-
duced by Harvest Moon Presents, 
Mammoth Brewing Company and DVL 
Entertainment/Vallitx. New this year: 
Blue Sky Film Fest & Blue Sky Adventure 
Fest. Great bands including Ozomatli, 
Toad the Wet Sprocket! Tix/info: www.
blueskyfest.com, 888.285.5893

13-15  Convict Lake Bluegrass and Arts 
Festival. Info: www.convictlakeresort.
com or 760.934.3800

MAMMOTH SUMMER EVENTS CALENDAR
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13-15  Disabled Sports Eastern Sierra 
Annual Pedal-Paddle. Biking, kayaking 
and camping open to all students. Info: 
www.disabledsportseasternsierra.org 
or 760.934.0791

14  Crowley Lake Stillwater Classic, the 
4th annual fly fishing catch and release 
benefit for fisheries enhancement. 
Info: www.crowleylakefishcamp.com or 
760.935.4301

15  Fiddlin’ Pete Watercott Dinner Con-
cert at Pokonobe Lodge. Info/reserva-
tions 760.873.4616

19-21  June Lake Loop Mountain Music 
Festival. Info: www.junelakemusic.com 
or 760.709.1791

20-22  Mammoth Festival of wine 
and music, featuring “Train,” at Sam’s 
Woodsite. Info: www.mammothmoun-
tain.com or 800.626.6684

22  George’s Triathlon/Mammoth 
Pass Triathlon beginning at 10 a.m. at 
Horseshoe Lake. Info: www.
theschedule.com or 415.335.0179

27-28  Mammoth Rocks and Taste of 
the Sierra in the Village at Mammoth. 
Info: www.mammothrocks.net or 

760.924.1575

28  Country Western Dance & Barbecue 
at Hayden Cabin. Info: 760.934.6918

28-29  Wave Rave/Volcom Skate-
board Competition. Info: www.
waveravesnowboardshop.com or 
760.934.2471

SEPTEMBER
2-6  Tri-County Fair in Bishop. Info: 
www.tricountyfair.com or 760.873.3588

4  Top of the Hill Show and Shine Car 
Show and Barbecue. Info: www.
tomsplaceresort.com or 760.935.4239

4-6  14th Annual Labor Day Doubles 
Tennis Tourney at the Community Cen-
ter Tennis Courts. Info: 760.934.0150

4-6  14th Annual Labor Day Festival of 
the Arts at Sam’s Woodsite. Mammoth’s 
premier art event. Info: www.monoarts.
org or 760.873.7242

4-5  Trout Fest at Convict Lake. Up to 
$3,000 in resort prizes. Info: www.
convictlakeresort.com or 760.934.3800

5  Fiddlin’ Pete Watercott Dinner Con-
cert at Pokonobe Lodge. Info/reserva-

tions 760.873.4616

6  Free Fishing Day in Mono County. 
Info: www.dfg.ca.gov or 760.934.2664

7  Mammoth Rock Race. Starting at 
Mammoth Creek Park. Info: www.high-
sierratri.org or www.highsierrastriders.
org or 760.937.4682

10-12  Hop ‘n Sage Festival and Carbo 
Load. First annual Eastern Sierra 
harvest festival. Info: www.mammoth-
brewingco.com or 760.934.7141

11  High Sierra Fall Century Ride. Starts 
at 7:30 a.m. Info: www.fallcentury.org 
or 760.914.0396

12  30th Annual Tioga Pass Run starts 
in downtown Lee Vining. Info: www.
monolake.org

17-19  Millpond Music Festival. Info: 
www.inyo.org or 760.873.8014

25  Oktoberfest at the Village at Mam-
moth. Info: www.villageatmammoth.
com or 760.924.1575

26  Fourth Annual Picken Ranch Sum-
mer Biathlon. Info: http://esnsa.org or 
760.934.7665

www.mammothlakesfd.com
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It wasn’t that long ago, just a couple of winters in fact, that Mammoth Yosemite Airport 
(MMH) began limited air service on carrier Horizon Airlines, at the time only running round 
trip to Los Angeles’ LAX. Times have changed, and quickly, for the airport. 

Popularity with passengers has led to successful expansion of its flight offerings. Routes 
to Portland, Ore., Reno, Nev., and San Jose were added, along with additional LAX service, 
this past winter. 

 In addition, more features are being added and the airport was recently the recipient of 
the Federal Aviation Administration’s Western-Pacific Regional Airport Safety Award, which 
was presented at the recent FAA Western-Pacific Region 6th Annual Airport Conference 
in Los Angeles. “It is an honor, and big congratulations are due to the airport, its support 
entities and staff,” commented Mammoth Lakes Airport Commissioner Deb Pierrel.

In April, MMH reached its much-anticipated target of 10,000 annual enplanements, 
which Pierrel said was due in no small amount to “the support of our local Inyo and Mono 
county residents, and our many visitors.” The accomplishment means that by year’s end, 

the FAA will release $1 million in federal funding to reimburse the Town of Mammoth Lakes for capital improvements to ready the facility 
for commercial flights with Horizon Air that began in 2008. 

As if that weren’t enough the airport terminal building now has air conditioning for summer air service passengers. Plus an Envi-
ronmental Impact analysis is already underway in preparation for even more flights when United Airlines/Sky West jet service from San 
Francisco to MMH commences as early as this fall.

Year round air service to LAX will soon be a reality as well. Currently only six weeks (October through mid-November) are dark at MMH, 
but on June 15, Mono County’s Board of Supervisors voted to opt in and provide additional subsidies, in effect guaranteeing that Hori-
zon Air will be able to fly limited service during those “shoulder season” weeks as well.

And all those new flights will mean greater demand for rental vehicles and the airport is ready for those as well. Locally-owned Mam-
moth Car Rental has now been accepted as the Hertz Franchise for Mammoth Lakes and Bishop. Along with Enterprise, the addition of 
Hertz vehicles means the airport now sports two of the top three national brands, which Pierrel called “another big coup for MMH.”

MAMMOTH AIRPORT FLYING HIGH
Award, expanded service and car rentals highlight good season
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