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WELCOME TO SUMMER & 
THE DEVILS POSTPILE CENTENNIAL
2011 marks the 100th anniversary of the 
conservation victory of the designation of 
a monument. layered within this natural 
wonder is the history of peoples who have 
lived and worked for the stewardship of this 
national treasure. 

On July 6, 1911, Devils Postpile national 
Monument was established through President 
taft’s proclamation with the authority of the 
Antiquities Act that preserves the Devils Postpile 
and Rainbow Falls within the spectacular scenery 
along the upper Middle Fork of the San Joaquin 
River for scientific value and public benefit. 

In the century since, nPS and Inyo national 
Forest rangers have welcomed visitors and 
assisted them in this place of high altitude and 
high adventure. the interagency partnership in 
the Middle Fork of the San Joaquin promotes 
opportunities for a quality visitor experience 
and enhanced resource protection by sharing 
resources and developing creative solutions 
to challenges. to date, countless visitors have 
enjoyed the inspirational and educational 
qualities of Devils Postpile and the Middle Fork 
of San Joaquin valley. 

to complement this year’s celebration, the 
national Park Service invites you to participate 
in commenting on the preliminary alternatives 
for the General Management Plan that will 
be presented and available for comment from 
mid- summer through the end of September. this 
plan is the blueprint for the future, and everyone 
is welcome to engage in this opportunity to 
contribute to safeguarding the natural and 
cultural heritage of this outstanding resource. 

your input, coupled with nPS resource and 
planning expertise, monument staff, and 
collaboration with staff from the Inyo national 
Forest, will catalyze the vision. 

your visit this year provides an especially 
rich opportunity to enjoy and discover the 
beauty and history of the Middle Fork of the 
San Joaquin River. If we all contribute to the 
appreciation and stewardship of this place, we 
will offer future visitors the same experience that 
we are all celebrating this year.

this is an opportunity of a century.

Deanna Dulen
Devils Postpile National Monument Superintendent

Editor’s Note: In recognition of this historic 
celebration, Dulen was chosen as this year’s 
Grand Marshal for the Fourth of July Parade in 
Mammoth Lakes. For more on the Centennial 
Celebration, check out Geisel’s story on page 4.

© 2011 the Sheet, Inc. 
check out the 4th of July Guide at 
www.thesheetnews.com/specialpublications.
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One hundred years ago, President William 
Howard taft signed the proclamation that 
created Devils Postpile national Monument, 
protecting Devils Postpile and Rainbow Falls for 
future generations. you, lucky reader and area 
visitor, are here during a very special summer, 
as the Parks Department staff has planned a 
centennial celebration, including special events 
commemorating the milestone anniversary date.

Devils Postpile’s centennial plans look back 
at the conservation victory achieved 100 
years ago, and ahead to the monument’s 
future. Few are as excited about it as Devils 
Postpile Superintendent Deanna Dulen, who 
was (fittingly) selected by the Mammoth lake’s 
chamber as Grand Marshal of Mammoth’s July 
4 Parade this year.

“It’s an incredible coming together of all the 
pieces of history,” Dulen said about the array 
of anniversary celebrations. those celebrations 
will include town of Mammoth lakes, Mono 
county, and state and federal representatives, 
as well as Parks Department and Forest Service 
dignitaries. those who have been part of 
various conservation efforts on behalf of the 
monument and neighboring public lands will be 
part of the hoopla as well.

The Devils Postpile You Know … 
And Don’t Know
located in extreme northeastern Madera 
county, near Mammoth Mountain Ski Area, 
the area we now call Devils Postpile national 
Monument was at one time part of yosemite 
national Park. the formation is a rare sight in 
the geologic world, towering 60 feet high and 
displaying unusual symmetry. 

Devils Postpile itself is a dark cliff of columnar 
basalt created by a lava flow sometime 
between 100,000 and 700,000 years ago 
(Dating methods still disagree on the timeline). 
the source of the lava flow is thought to have 
been somewhere near upper Soda Springs 
campground at the north end of Pumice Flat 
on the floor of the Middle Fork of the San 
Joaquin River. From there it flowed to the site 
of the Postpile and reached a thickness of 
400 to 600 feet.

the lava cooled slowly and evenly into 
long, symmetrical formations considered by 
many experts to be a “textbook example” of 
hexagonal columnar jointing. A glacier later 
left a nicely polished surface on top of the 
post formations.

there are a few other similar columnar basalt 
formations, such as Devils tower in Wyoming, 
which is considered the biggest. However, 
Dulen thinks Devils Postpile is unique. “It has 
exposed faces and tops that allow us to see 
what it looks like inside,” she explained. “It 
also is a rarity in terms of the variety of natural 
elements—the San Joaquin River, and 
volcanic and glacial interaction—that all 
contributed to its formation.”

Devils Postpile national Monument covers 
798 acres, and both the John Muir and Pacific 
crest trails pass through the monument grounds. 

Flirtin’ with disaster
the site we know today was almost lost to 
development on two occasions. In 1905, 
national park boundaries were shrinking 
under pressure from numerous mining interests 
pursuing gold that had been recently discovered 
in the area. that same year, 55,000 acres of 
the central and Eastern Sierra were excluded 
from yosemite Park boundaries, including the 
Devils Postpile formation, the 101-foot high 
Rainbow Falls and the adjacent Minarets.

competing with the gold miners was a major 
proposal to build a hydroelectric dam, part of 
which called for blasting the Postpile formations 
into rubble. Influential californians, including 
Walter l. Huber (ironically a civil engineer 
who specialized in building dams and clearing 
the way for them), persuaded the federal 
government to stop the demolition. In fact, in 
1910 when he received the paperwork to blow 
up Devils Postpile, Huber couldn’t get past his 
disgust for it, calling such an act “a wanton 
destruction of scenery.” “that was one of the 
first conservation victories of the Forest Service, 
which had just been established in 1907, and 
the early Parks Department, which wouldn’t be 
formally established until 1916,” Dulen pointed 
out. “It’s a very important part of the early 
history of our public lands.” 

The geologic oddity known as Devils Postpile could be as much as 
700,000 years old. An exact date of its actual formation may never 
be known, but we do know when it was dedicated as a U.S. National 
Monument: July 6, 1911. We also know that just prior to that, it was 
almost was blown to smithereens.

DEVILS POSTPILE 
TURNS 100 
BUT WAS ALMOST BLOWN TO BITS
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In the 1960s, there was a push for an 8-lane 
trans-Sierra Highway linking Fresno and 
Mammoth, which would have cut a swath 
through the longest stretch of wilderness area 
in the lower 48 states, right through part of 
the John Muir trail. Eastern Sierra locals who 
opposed the highway found they had strong 
support in Sacramento from environmentalist 
norman “Ike” livermore, Secretary of Resources 
for then Governor Ronald Reagan. 

On June 27, 1972, a wilderness trip organized 
by livermore departed from Red’s Meadow. 
After surveying the site, Gov. Reagan, who 
was on the trip, gave a memorable speech, 
proclaiming that the trans-Sierra Highway 
would never be built. An executive order to that 
effect issued soon afterward made good on his 
promise. (In 1984, Reagan’s love for the area 
came full circle when, as President he signed 
into law the expansion of the Ansel Adams 
Wilderness.)

The Ranger is no stranger 
After 100 years, Devils Postpile monument 
could hardly have a better caretaker than 
Dulen. Originally from chicago, her journey 
to the Eastern Sierra started with posts in such 
disparate locations as Alaska and Death Valley. 
“I couldn’t wait to get to the mountains,” she 
recalled. In 1991, the Forest Service named 

her the first Director of the Mono Basin Scenic 
Visitors center, where she served until 2000.

During that time, she participated in high 
profile projects such as cuRES (coalition for 
unified Recreation in the Eastern Sierra) and 
the Eastern Sierra Scenic Byway designation. 
“I knew I wanted to stay here, but there were 
probably 50 people competing for the position 
at Devils Postpile,” she related. Perhaps it was 
destiny. “When I was in college, I took a class, 
Geology of national Parks, and on the cover of 
the textbook was a picture of Devils Postpile,” 
Dulen described. “I still have that textbook.” She 
considers getting the position a true honor, the 
fulfillment of one of her life’s aspirations.

“For many people, visiting Devils Postpile is their 
indoctrination or first step into the wilderness,” 
she said about her role as Superintendent. “I 
have such a love for the geology and seeing 
so many people make the pilgrimage.” Visitors 
to the monument include people from all over 
the world, all grade levels of education and 
even advanced geologists who come to both 
study and simply admire the formation. “I had a 
truck driver, who had an hour off on his way to 
nevada, come in with his 18-wheeler … he had 
remembered it from school and had to see it!”
celebrating the monument’s history is one 
thing, but Dulen is also focusing on the future. 

“We have lots of new challenges and projects 
ahead,” she said, “one of the biggest being 
our 20-year General Management Plan, 
the first ever, which is in progress.” During 
the centennial, copies of the preliminary 
alternatives will be presented for the public to 
review and comment on.

Dulen said she’s quite content to finish out her 
parks career at Devils Postpile. “I don’t need a 
big national park position,” she stated. “I just 
have to love where I am, and I love it right here.”

So eminent is the site among geologists that 
several stones from Devils Postpile can be seen 
at the entrance to the u.S. Geological Survey 
headquarters in Reston, Virginia.

Among the highlights of the centennial 
anniversary events will be a pair of walking 
tours with u.S. Geological Survey geologist 
Wes Hildreth, who will showcase many new 
geologic discoveries and wonders about the 
area, and the Devils Postpile monument itself. 

A complete listing of Centennial Events can 
be found in the Schedule of Events, and more 
Devils Postpile summer programs can be found 
at www.nps.gov/depo/centennial-events.htm.

CONTINUED from pg. 4

WEDNESDAY JULY 6
4-6 p.m. Devils Postpile
 Birthday Celebration
Meet at the Mammoth Lakes Farmers Market.

THURSDAY JULY 7
5-7:30 p.m. Preserving a Valley: 
Stopping the Trans-Sierra Highway
Meet at the Mammoth Lakes Welcome Center 
Auditorium for a celebration and reception.

FRIDAY JULY 8
9 a.m. Celebrating a Century 
of Conservation
Meet at the Mammoth Lakes Welcome Center 
Auditorium for a celebration and reception.

10:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Wilderness, 
Trails, and Forest Service Packers
Drop by the Reds Meadow Cabin (bus stop 
8) to meet a Forest Service Packer and his 
4-legged guests.

11 a.m. Devils Postpile Walk
Meet at the Devils Postpile Ranger Station for a 
1-hour walk.

Noon-2 p.m. Meet the National Park 
Service Horse Patrol
Meet at the Rainbow Falls Hitching Post to see 
horse patrol in action.

2 p.m. Preservation, Partnerships and 
Progress: The Creation of a Monument
Meet at the base of Devils Postpile for a 
20-minute talk.

2 p.m. The Geology of Devils Postpile 
and the Reds Meadow Valley
Meet at the Devils Postpile Ranger Station for a 
1.5-hour walk with USGS geologist Wes Hildreth.

8 p.m. John Muir & the Sierra Club
Meet at the Mammoth Lakes Welcome Center 
Auditorium for a 1-hour living history presentation 
by local John Muir expert Lee Stetson.

8:30 p.m. Devils Postpile 
Evening Campfire Program
Meet at the Devils Postpile Amphitheater for a 45-
minute presentation. Topics vary.

SATURDAY JULY 9
7-10:30 a.m. Live Bird Banding Demo
Meet at the Devils Postpile Amphitheater between 
7-10:30 a.m. Learn how scientists band and study 
birds.

10:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Wilderness, 
Trails, and Forest Service Packers
Drop by the Reds Meadow Cabin (bus stop 8) 
to meet a U.S. Forest Service Packer and his 
4-legged guests.

11 a.m. Devils Postpile Walk
Meet at the Devils Postpile Ranger Station for a 
1-hour walk.

Noon-2 p.m. Meet the National Park 
Service Horse Patrol
Meet at the Rainbow Falls hitching post to see 
horse patrol in action.

1-4 p.m. Geology of the Reds 
Meadow Valley Hike
Meet at the Devils Postpile Ranger Station. 
Wear hiking shoes or boots for a 3-hour hike 
geologist Wes Hildreth.

2 p.m. Preservation, Partnerships and 
Progress: The Creation of a Monument
Meet at the base of Devils Postpile for a 
20-minute talk.

8:30 p.m. Layers of Stories: Nature 
and History in the Middle Fork Valley
Meet at the Devils Postpile Amphitheater for a 
45-minute talk with NPS historian Chris Johnson.

JUNE 1–JULY 31
History in Photographs 
A series of historic photographs on display 
at the Mammoth lakes library during regular 
hours. Photos courtesy of the craig Family.

DEVILS POSTPILE: A CENTURY OF CONSERVATION 1911-2011 SCHEDULED EVENTS

1

1-4

1-10

2

2-4

3
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VILLAGE EVENTS
Kids Crafts/Activities  2-4 pm
Chihuahua Races  5 pm
Boneshakers concert  6 pm
Fireworks  9:15 pm
Movie: Megamind  9 pm (rated PG) 
www.villageatmammoth.com

South Tufa Tours @ Mono Lake 10 am, 1 pm & 6 pm 
www.monolake.org / 760.647.6595

Canoe Tours @ Mono Lake 8, 9:30 & 11 am 
$25 per person, no kids under 4 and no pets. 
www.monolake.org / 760.647.6595

Bird walk @ Mono Lake  8-9 am 
www.monolake.org

Lions Club Pancake Breakfast  7-11 am
chart House parking lot. All you can eat 
pancakes, sausage, orange juice & coffee 
$7 adults | $5 kids (12 and under). 
760.934.0017  

Footloose Freedom Mile 10:10 am
A one-mile race takes place before the 
start of the 4th of July parade. $20 entry fee.
www.highsierrastriders.org / 760.937.2406

Independence Day Parade 11 am 
“the centennial celebration of Devils Postpile.” 
Starts at Manzanita & Main St., ends at chateau Rd.
760.934.6717  

Pops in the Park 12:30 pm
Kick back at Mammoth creek Park after the parade 
and enjoy a live 45-piece orchestra playing patriotic 
and Hollywood favorites. Hosted by chamber Music 
unbound, this concert is FREE! 
760.934.7015

Fire Safety Fun Festival 12:30–3 pm
learn how to be fi re safe and have fun doing so 
with Smokey Bear after the parade at the uSFS Fire 
Station 2 on Sawmill cutoff Rd. Admission is FREE. 
760.924.5538

Fourth of July Tri
Variety of races for adults and kids, at Whitmore Pool. 
www.mammothsharks.org

Mammoth Lakes Fire Department Open House 
noon–3 pm. 
Fire Station #1 on Main St. Meet fi refi ghters and 
check out the ladder engine. Admission is FREE. 
760.934.2300

Mammoth Lakes Police Department Open House 
noon–2 pm. there will be free sodas, water, 
hot dogs, informational booths and tours of 
the police facility. 760.934.2011

Grumpy’s Fourth of July PIE & Hot Dog 
Eating Contest and Bash 10 am 
Sign up now to be a contestant in the Fourth Annual 
Hot Dog Eating and Pie Eating contest. 
760.934.8587  

Mammoth Mountain Ski Area’s Closing Day
www.mammothmountain.com

South Tufa Tours @ Mono Lake 10 am, 1 & 6 pm 
www.monolake.org / 760.647.6595

FOURTH OF JULY WEEKEND ACTIVITIES

1

1-4

1-10

2

2-4

3

4

Mammoth Mountain’s Climb & 
Zip Opening Day 
www.mammothmountain.com

Soul Reason concert @ the Village 5-8 pm 
www.villageatmammoth.com

Bird walk @ Mono Lake 8-9 am 
www.monolake.org / 760.647.6595

South Tufa Tours @ Mono Lake 10 am, 1 & 6 pm 
www.monolake.org / 760.647.6595

Friends of the Inyo Volunteer 
Wilderness Vacation 
Help clear trails in the John Muir Wilderness. 
www.friendsoftheinyo.org

Third Annual Art for 
Conservation Show & Sale 
Eastern Sierra land trust sponsored event features 
local landscape artists. Minaret Village (Vons).
760.873.4554

VILLAGE EVENTS
Kids Crafts/Activities 2 pm
Rubber Duck Races 4 pm
Boneshakers concert  5 pm 
Vermonster Ice Cream Eating Contest 6:15 pm 
www.villageatmammoth.com

Kids triathlon @ Whitmore Pool ages 5 & up 
www.mammothsharks.org

SOS Trail Day 8:30 am 
Join Friends of the Inyo and MltPA at 
Sherwin lakes trailhead. 
760.873.6500

Free Fishing Day 
A great way to give fi shing a try!
www.dfg.ca.gov / 760.934.2664

South Tufa Tours @ Mono Lake 10 am, 1 & 6 pm 
www.monolake.org / 760.647.6595

Canoe Tours @ Mono Lake 8, 9:30 & 11 am 
$25 per person, no kids under 4 and no pets. 
www.monolake.org

Valentine Reserve Outreach Tour 9–11:30 am
“living History—los Angeles to Valentine 
camp in the 1920s” with Ken Irvine. 
Pre-registration required.
760.935.4356 / ldawson@msi.ucsb.edu

Music and BBQ @ Convict Lake 12–7 pm 
D.J. t’s will be spinning tunes and taking requests. 
www.convictlake.com / 760.934.3800

Mammoth Celebrates the Arts 
Sat & Sun: 9 am–6 pm | Mon: 9 am–5 pm 
Enjoy beautiful artwork. Footloose parking lot. 
Fun for all and FREE. 
www.monoarts.org

Concert @ Pokonobe Lodge 
Fiddlin’ Pete. Enjoy an evening of fi ne dining 
and great musical entertainment at the historic 
Pokonobe lodge on beautiful lake Mary. 
Appetizers, dinner and dessert beginning at 6 
pm $45 Adults/$20 young’uns limited seating! 
760.873.4616 

cROWlEy 
FIREWORKS
MOn July 4 @ 9:15 PM
HOStED By tHE tOWn OF 
MAMMOtH lAKES

FEE $25 per vehicle
$5 per person if on foot/bike

Music coordinated with the 
show will be broadcast over 
KMMT/106.5. Bring your lawn 
chairs, blankets, family and friends 
and enjoy the festive, family-oriented 
entertainment. 

FOOD & DRINK 
BBQ from Hot chicks
BEER Mammoth Brewing company 
StuFF crowley lake Fish camp store 
will be open until 7 p.m. selling soda, 
ice cream and snack items.

MUSIC   5 – 8:30 p.m
Milo & chris & the Akoustik2 
at the crowley lake Fish camp.

CAMP   $100 per vehicle
Includes four nights (Friday, July 1- 
tuesday, July 5) open camping 
and the fi rework show. Open camping 
at the South landing Only. 

the north landing/north shore of 
crowley lake will be closed beginning 
noon on Wednesday, June 29 through 
noon on tuesday, July 5.

No personal fi reworks are 
permitted within Mono County. 

Have fun—Be safe!
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Alpine Stove

Austria Hof

Bluesapalooza

Booky Joint

Eastern Sierra Community Bank

Mammoth Lakes Fireman’s Canoe Races

Mammoth Lakes Fireman’s Picnic

John’s Pizza

Mammoth Blue Sky Festival

Mammoth Christian Fellowship

Mammoth Hospital

Mammoth Festival

Mammoth Lakes Tourism

Mammoth Mountain Mud Run

Mammoth Rocks

Mountain Living

The Mogul

Norco

Sierra Sundance Whole Foods Market

Sierra Nevada Lodge

State Farm Insurance

The Village

NOT ON MAP
Eastern Sierra Electric Bicycle Company
High Sierra Striders
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27

1–5

3–5

4

9–10

10

11

16–17

16–18

18

23–24

24–25

Third Annual Art for 
Conservation Show & Sale 
Eastern Sierra land trust sponsored event features 
local landscape artists. near Vons.
760.873.4554

Mammoth Blue Sky Fest
Food, wine, music and adventure. 
Benefi tting education and the arts. 
www.blueskyfest.com / 760.934.3781

June Lake Triathlon and Festival
challenge yourself at the “toughest race 
in the most beautiful place.” 
www.highsierratri.org / 760.717.0176

Mammoth Lakes Jazz Jubilee
cajun, big band, swing, 50’s and 60’s 
rock ‘n roll, Dixieland and jazz. 
www.mammothjazz.org / 760.934.2478

Summer of Stewardship Trail Day 8:30 am 
Horseshoe lake. Meet at the lake for volunteer trail 
maintenance followed by lunch and raffl e. 
www.friendsoftheinyo.org / 760.873.6500

Bodie Benefi t Concert 7-10 pm
Dave Stamey and Professor David Bourne at the 
Bridgeport Ranch Barn and terrace. $35 per 
person, proceeds go to Bodie Stabilization Project. 
www.bodiefoundation.org / 760.647.6564

Mammoth Lakes Music Festival
Presented by chamber Music unbound, this 
two-week music festival features the Felici trio 
as well as international guests. 
www.chambermusicunbound.org / 760.934.7015

Sierra Cycle Challenge, DSES
three-day, fully supported ride. 
www.disabledsportseasternsierra.org / 760.934.0791

21st Annual Tour of Homes 1-4 pm
Hosted by Mammoth lakes lutheran church. 
wdp.mammothlakeslutheranchurch.com / 760.934.9986

June Lake Loop Music Festival
new & returning talent highlight this year’s fest. 
www.junelakemusic.com / 310.450.9606

Mammoth High Altitude Triathlon Camp
three days of high altitude training in 
Big Pine, Bishop and Mammoth. 
www.cyclingcampsandiego.com / 760.934.3800

VillageFest in the Village at Mammoth 
california’s highest rib and chili cook-off 
and music festival. 
www.MammothVillageFest.com / 760.914.3122

41st Annual Fireman’s Picnic & Canoe Races
Sat: 11 am–3 pm canoe Races at Horseshoe lake
Sun: 11 am–3 pm Picnic at Shady Rest Park. 
FREE admission. 760.934.2300

Children’s Fishing Festival 
At Snowcreek ponds. Kids under 12 
can try to catch an Alpers trout.
www.monoarts.org / 760.937.2942

Summer of Stewardship Trail Day 8:30 am 
coldwater trails. Meet for volunteer trail 
maintenance, lunch and raffl e. coldwater 
campground/Duck Pass, upper/last parking lot. 
www.friendsoftheinyo.org / 760.873.6500

July
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8-10

13-17
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20–
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23-25
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28-31
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SUMMER EVENT CALENDAR July

AuG

31

3–7

5–7

7

7–13

11–14

13

19–21

21

26–28

Quake and Shake 10k/Half-Marathon
california’s highest 10k and 5k at 8,000 feet. 
www.sierra-nevada-races.com / 415.335.0179

Village Summer Concert & Movie Series 
throughout the month.
www.villageatmammoth.com/events

Mammoth Open Tennis Tournament
uStA sanctioned event at Snowcreek Athletic club. 
www.snowcreekathleticclub.com / 760.934.8511

Mammoth Lakes Fine Arts & Crafts Festival 
Artists display photography, water color and oil 
paintings, ceramics, jewelry, woodwork and more. 
www.pacifi cfi nearts.com / 209.267.4394

Mammoth Festival of Beers & Bluesapalooza 
Beer ‘n’ Blues with 60 craft breweries & top blues 
performers such as Blues traveler & Robert cray. 
www.mammothbluesbrewsfest.com / 888.992.7397

27th Annual Footloose/Chart House 
5k/10k Run/Walk 
High Sierra Striders event benefi ts Mammoth youth 
Athletic Programs & the Mammoth track Project. 
www.highsierrastriders.org / 760.937.2406

Sierra Summer Festival
classical music from the Eastern Sierra 
Symphony Orchestra and guests.
www.sierrasummerfestival.org / 760.935.3837

Pedal/Paddle Adventures, DSES
Enjoy adaptive adventures including cycling, 
kayaking, fi shing, camping, cookouts and more. 
www.disabledsportseasternsierra.org / 
760.934.0791

Crowley Lake Stillwater Classic 
Fly-fi shing competition to raise funds for 
crowley lake fi sheries enhancement. 
www.crowleylakefi shcamp.com / 760.935.4301

Summer of Stewardship Trail Day 8:30 am
Inyo craters. Meet for volunteer trail 
maintenance, lunch and raffl e. 
www.friendsoftheinyo.org / 760.873.6500 

Mammoth Festival
Wine, music & food. Goo Goo Dolls. 
www.mammothmountain.com / 800.MAMMOtH

George’s Triathlon 10 am
At Horseshoe lake. 
www.sierra-nevada-races.com / 415.335.0179

Mammoth Rocks—A Taste of the Sierra
Great food from 20 of the Sierra’s fi nest eateries, 
while listening to 10 tribute bands. 
www.mammothrocks.net / 760.934.6717

SEPt

Mammoth Mud Run
A challenging 5k fi lled with obstacles, mud pits & fun. 
www.mammothmountain.com / 800.MAMMOtH

Summer of Stewardship Trail Day 8:30 am
lake George. Meet for volunteer trail 
maintenance, lunch and raffl e. 
www.friendsoftheinyo.org / 760.873.6500

Tri County Fair
At the Bishop Fairgrounds. 
www.tricountyfair.com / 760.873.3588

Labor Day Festival of the Arts
Sam’s Woodsite in Mammoth. 
www.monoarts.org / 760.937.2942

Labor Day Tennis Tournament
At Snowcreek Athletic club. 
www.snowcreekathleticclub.com / 760.934.8511

Mammoth Rock Race
california’s highest 10k. trail running at its best. 
www.highsierratri.org / 760.717.0176

Hop ‘n’ Sage Festival
celebrating the Eastern Sierra harvest with 
brew, food & bluegrass music. 760.934.7141

17th Annual High Sierra Fall Century Ride
100-mile road bike ride thru the Eastern Sierra. 
www.fallcentury.org / 760.914.0396

Summer of Stewardship Trail Day 8:30 am
convict lake. Volunteer trail maintenance, lunch & 
raffl e. www.friendsoftheinyo.org / 760.873.6500

Fiesta Caliente
Mexican Independence Day. FREE admission. 
760.937.2942

Millpond Music Festival
Eclectic music with an Eastern Sierra backdrop. 
www.inyo.org/millpond / 760.873.8014

Moeben Ultra Marathon 50k/25k
By High Sierra Striders, MMSA, Moeben & Footloose.
www.highsierrastriders.org / 760.709.2159

Oktoberfest in the Village at Mammoth
A Mammoth blend of traditional fare & family fun. 
www.villageatmammoth.com / 760.924.1575

Everest Challenge Bike Race
the hardest uSA cycling race and ride. 
www.everestchallenge.com
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One of America’s favorite family 
pastimes is investing a few meaningful, 
unforgettable hours on a calm blue lake 
catching fi sh on a sun-fi lled summer day.

All across this great nation, parents teach their 
kids how to successfully place a worm on a hook 
to land a trout. countless children from sea to 
shining sea will catch their fi rst fi sh today.

Pop takes great pride sharing the knowledge that 
his uncle taught him 30 years back. His 5-year- 
old stands next to him at the lakeshore, entranced 
with undivided attention and innocent curiosity, 
eyes sighted solely not on water, but on the worm. 
this is fi shing.

Father sees the $2.99 foam cup fi lled with fresh 
dirt and live nightcrawlers as a source of bait. 
Junior just loves the slimy feel of a three-inch 
wriggly thing in his hands, a worm that twists and 
turns and bends as it unsuccessfully attempts to 
escape. the kid would be totally content at this 
alone, even if “fi shing” meant solely playing with 
worms. the nightcrawler is handed along to Dad 
when asked, then poked with a hook and cast 
toward the water. Worm and sinker hit the lake. 
Kerplunk! the trout takes it.

that worm cost a quarter. that’s about as 
affordable an American pastime that you can 
fi nd. What did the nightcrawler yield? A child’s 
unmatched level of enthusiasm as the rod tugged 
in his hands for the fi rst time. 

“Reel!” Dad declares, when the little one glances 
up at him for guidance. Reel he does, and on the 
other end of the hook, this time, there’s no worm, 
but a very fresh trout. It fl aps and kicks, and 
eventually lays still. Dinner’s arrived, and with it, 
big smiles.

I still remember my fi rst experience catching a 
fi sh. that was 31 years ago. I was not unlike the 
proverbial “junior.” My late father took me to 
Jenks lake and taught me to fi sh. I caught one. I 
still have a photo of that experience. I’m wearing 

FAMILY 
FUN FOR 
THE COST 
OF A 
CUP OF 
WORMS 

PHOtO: cHRIS lEOnARD

a green tee, holding high in one hand dinner-to-
be. In the other hand, one fi nger stands up tall 
representing my fi rst fi sh, not unlike the photo 
shown here.

Same profi le of a small boy holding up his fi rst 
fi sh, orange shirt instead of green, but same smile. 
the one here is of my beloved nephew, Shea. He’s 
smiling at his uncle, who’s taking a photo with the 
same good feeling my Dad felt several years ago. 
What did I spend for that opportunity? Whatever 
it cost me for a cup of worms. 

today’s the day for you to take the kids fi shing. 
Our region is teeming with lakes chockfull of 
pan-fry-sized trout and wall-mountable trophies. 
crowley, convict, Rock creek, twin, Mary, 
Mamie, George, June, Gull, Silver, Grant, 
Sotcher, Saddlebag, Starkweather, lundy, 
Bridgeport … just to name a few, all easily 
accessible by road. If you put on a pair of sturdy 
boots, there are countless backcountry still-water 
fi sheries fi lled with trout. 

One of my favorite short hikes is up to Parker 
lake. this beautiful hour-long hike is child-friendly, 
and the lake at the top is set inside a pristine 
valley, with a roaring waterfall in the distance. 
take the kids along the aspen-lined trail to look 
for small brook trout. 

Or, for simply passing a pleasant hour listening 
to the fl ow of the water, head to Rock creek, 
Mammoth creek, Sherwin creek, or Rush creek, 
all very enjoyable places to bait fi sh. It will cost 
you a cup of worms.

Happy Independence Day, America—
have fun fi shing!

A more detailed report can be found at 
http://kittredgesports.com/fi shing_report.php

Chris Leonard guides for Kittredge Sports. 
Call 760.934.7566.

By Leonard
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Friends and partners Jim O’Meally and 
Mario Aguilar are building on the 
legacy of the Mono Inn and shaping 

their new restaurant into “a beacon on the 
Eastside.” Opening a restaurant together 
has been their dream for seven years. 
When asked why they chose the Mono 
Inn as their venue, O’Meally answered, 
“Besides being a gorgeous building and 
having a great kitchen, this place has an 
amazing history.” 

that history stretches back to 1922, when the 
Mono Inn was constructed at the edge of Mono 
lake as a bunkhouse for Wallis and Venita 
McPherson. While the McPhersons’ vision of 
creating a health resort on Paoha Island never 
came to fruition, the building remained. It was 
renovated and reopened in 1997 under the 
ownership of Sarah Adams, granddaughter of 
photographer Ansel Adams. For 10 years she ran 
the Inn as a restaurant, closing it four years ago to 
focus on her family. 

that’s when O’Meally and Aguilar stepped in. 
“We were looking for a place where we could 
rekindle local participation,” Aguilar said. “this 
opportunity just fell into our laps.”

O’Meally, executive chef at the Inn, and Aguilar, 
partner, are longtime residents of the Eastside. 
they met in tuolumne and spent much of their 
time off exploring the Eastern Sierra. Both have 
extensive restaurant experience: Aguilar has 
worked as a server, bartender, and manager at 
the Ahwahnee, tuolumne, and Bishop’s Whiskey 
creek. “those were the greatest people in the 
world,” he said of the staff at Whiskey creek; 
“and a good example of how management 
runs a machine when it comes to good service.” 
O’Meally, a pianist and former professor of music 
at northern Arizona university, also worked in 
yellowstone, telluride and the Grand canyon.

“Jim was playing piano at the Ahwahnee,” 
Aguilar recalled. “All the guests were like, ‘What 
is this beautiful music?’ Jim was playing the Red 
Hot chili Peppers.”

O’Meally’s passion for music—from the chili 
Peppers, to classical, to bluegrass—has inspired 
him to invite talented Eastside musicians to the 
Mono Inn for a series of concerts. On June 12 the 
littlest Birds came to play; the trespassers stopped 
by later that month; and lava Moon will be 
playing at the Mono Inn on the night of July’s full 
moon, Friday, July 15. O’Meally even hopes to get 
Blue turtle Seduction back together for a reunion 
show sometime in the future.

“We have an intimate concert atmosphere 
here,” O’Meally said. “And once it warms up, 
the patio will be pretty rockin’.” Aguilar added, 
“We look forward to the restaurant working out 
its kinks so we can put Jim on the piano. It’s a 
concert whenever he plays.”

O’Meally also has a passion for wine—he 
co-owns casa Vino, a wine bar in Berkeley, 
california with his brother chris. the Mono 
Inn currently offers 15 reds by the glass and 
10 whites, most from california, some from 
independent labels “you can’t fi nd at any other 
restaurant.” O’Meally described his wine list 
as “eclectic, but delicious.” So far, strong wine 
sales attest to this.

then there’s the food. Denver leg of Venison, 
Maple brined Pork chop, lavender chicken, 
Pesto cavatappi with Smoked Duck. the dinner 
menu offers these and other mouthwatering 
options, while the lunch menu offers colorado 
Elk Burger, Eastside crabcake, and more. While 
these meals might sound pricey, the partners 
have insisted on maintaining affordable prices 
at their new restaurant. “We wanted the Inn 
to be more affordable and local-friendly,” 
O’Meally said. catering to locals, they also plan 
to throw a big Halloween party and celebrate 
thanksgiving at the Inn. “We want this to be a 
place where community is always welcome.”

the Mono Inn is a microcosm of our 
community—“a family,” O’Meally said. chef 
Andrew Jefferson, baker crystal crowe, and 
cooks Francisco and Ismael all live on the 
premises. “It’s kind of a compound,” O’Meally 
smiled. “But we’re into building a family here. 
We hope to be here for 15 to 20 years.”
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“the better we do here,” O’Meally said, “the 
more [landlord] Jeanne Adams wants to expand 
the premises.” that expansion might even one 
day include an events hall. the partners hope 
that the Mono Inn will become known not only for 
its food, music, and art—paintings by california 
artist Kevin Maddrey hang in the upstairs 
“lakeroom” gallery—but also for poetry slams, 
even theater.

All ambitious plans aside, it’s the simple pleasures 
O’Meally and Aguilar enjoy the most. “One of 
the great things to see is when visitors sit down, 
how happy they are that the Mono Inn is open,” 
Aguilar said. these visitors are coming from 
carson city all the way down to Independence—
some are even coming from Europe. “It’s great 
meeting old-timers,” he added; “like one guy 
who’s been coming here for 65 years, and 
another guy from France who has been coming 
here once a year since he was 12. He always sits 
at the same table.”

“Being part of this legacy is amazing,” O’Meally 
said. Aguilar added, “Just being here, watching 
the sunrise and sunset—it doesn’t get much better.”

The Mono Inn is open seven days a week 
between 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m. for lunch, and 5-9 
p.m. for dinner. The Inn serves prefi x dinners on 
nights of the full moon in the upstairs “Lakeroom” 
gallery. Seating is limited.

R E V I V A L

After years of 
dormancy, the 

historic Mono Inn 
is blossoming 

again under new 
management.  

PHOtOS:
tHIS PAGE:
Above: Mario Aguilar and Jim O’Meally.

Right: O’Meally has created an eclectic, 
delicious wine menu that has been a hit.

OPPOSItE PAGE:
Opposite Top: The Inn serves prefi x
dinners on full moon nights.

Opposite Bottom: Mouthwatering meals at 
affordable prices.
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KEEPERS OF KNOWLEDGE

Meet Your 
Valentine Reserve
Tour Guides

When someone is told they can’t 
do something or go somewhere, 
it makes that forbidden item even 
more alluring, sometimes so much 
so that people will do anything to 
grasp what they have been told 
they cannot have. This is one of the 
reasons why, about 15 years ago, 
Leslie Dawson at the Valentine 
Reserve started the public outreach 
walks and talks program.

“It used to be that the Reserve would hold one 
open house day per year,” Dawson explained. 
“It went that way for about 20 years.” Back 
then only the top brass were invited to be part 
of the open house, leaving the general public to 
wonder what lie behind the no trespassing signs 
at the entrance gates.

According to the reserve’s website “Valentine 
Eastern Sierra Reserve (VESR) is a field research 
station of the university of california, a unit in 
the university’s natural Reserve System (nRS) 
… Administered by uc Santa Barbara, the 
Reserve provides protected wildlands, on-site 
experimental facilities, as well as the support 
facilities for conducting studies of natural 
systems over a large part of central, eastern 
california and western nevada.”

Since the Reserve is first and foremost a 
research facility, Dawson and her husband 
Dan can’t just have the general public traipsing 
around wherever they please since they may 
unknowingly step on an experimental site. But 
shutting the public out completely can have 
negative effects.

“the bottom line of why we have these walks 
and talks is to avoid vandalism and trespassing” 
Dawson said. “We want people to come in 
for the talks and become part of our family 
and then go out into the community as our 
emissaries to let people know that the Reserve 
wasn’t set up as a park, it was set up as a 
research station.”

So the public outreach began and today 
six different talks are offered throughout the 
summer. With all of her other responsibilities 
around the Reserve, Dawson can’t possibly lead 
them all herself, so she enlists some of her top 
volunteers every year.

the guides agree that the walks and talks 
raise awareness of the research that’s going 
on at the Reserve. 

SHERRYL TAYLOR
> EARly SEASOn WIlDFlOWERS 

taylor has been leading walks for the past three 
or four years, but has been volunteering at the 
Reserve for closer to 10. She worked as a volunteer 
teacher’s aide for the Outdoor Science Program for 
children at Valentine/SnARl for many years.

“My education is in biology and I have taught 
natural history all my life, mostly outdoors,” she 
said. “I directed a nature center in connecticut 
for many years before we moved to Mammoth in 
1998, and learned about the native plants of the 
Eastern Sierra by going on field trips sponsored 
by the Bristlecone chapter of the california native 
Plant Society (cnPS).”

When not spending time at the Reserve, taylor is a 
volunteer for many other worthy, local causes.

THIS YEAR, IN ADDITION TO DAWSON, 
KEN IRVINE, SHERRYL TAYLOR AND JO 
BACON MAKE UP THE POSSE. 

LESLIE DAWSON
> IntRODuctIOn tO WIlDFlOWERS 

> tHE FORESt OF VAlEntInE RESERVE

> BlAcK BEARS 

Dawson began her work at the Reserve after 
she retired from teaching. Her husband is the 
Reserve’s Director and brought her on board 
to help with public outreach. She leads three 
walks throughout the summer. 

To learn more about the research 
that’s going on at the Reserve, 
take one of the guided 
“Walks & Talks.”

July 6, 13 and 15
10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Early Season Wildflowers of the 
Valentine Reserve with Sherryl taylor 

July 2 and 16
9 –11:30 a.m.
living History—los Angeles to 
Valentine camp in the 1920s with Ken Irvine 

July 7, 21 and 28
10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Introduction to Wildlife with Jo Bacon 

July 20, 22 and 27
10 a.m.–12:30 p.m
Introduction to the Wildflowers of the 
Valentine Reserve with leslie Dawson

July 8, 14 and 29 
10 a.m.–noon 
the Forest of Valentine Reserve 
with leslie Dawson
July 12, 19 and 26
10 a.m.–noon 
Black Bears with leslie Dawson

REGISTRATION 
Space is limited for the walks 
so reserve your spot today! 
there is no entrance at the gate 
without reservations.

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
cost is $15. Please send payment by check 
only. Make checks out to UC Regents. 

MAIL TO 
leslie Dawson, Education coordinator
PO Box 273, Mammoth lakes, cA 93546

FOR MORE INFORMATION
leslie Dawson 
ldawson@msi.ucsb.edu /  760.935.4356
7:30 a.m. – 6:30 p.m. Please leave a message

WEBSITE 
http://vesr.ucnrs.org

VALENTINE RESERVE

GUIDED 
WALKS & 
TALKS

By Kirkner
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KEN IRVINE
> lIVInG HIStORy—lOS AnGElES 
tO VAlEntInE cAMP In tHE 1920S

Irvine, the veteran of the group, having led 
walks and talks for the past six years, likes to 
get into character for his presentation. His talk, 
“living History—los Angeles to Valentine camp 
in the 1920s” is an historic one, delving into an 
era when influential men from los Angeles such 
as William Kerchoff and Joseph Sartori used to 
visit the area to escape the city for some fishing 
and hiking. “I act out the time period,” Irvine 
explained. “I really transport people to the time 
with music and film clips.” He even dresses 
in 1920s fashion.

“Some people really think he is from that time 
period,” Dawson laughed. “they’ll tell me how 
good he looks for being over 100!”

Irvine is a retired anthropology professor 
and has also led the science book club at the 
Mammoth library.

JO BACON
> IntRODuctIOn tO WIlDlIFE

Many people know Bacon as Mammoth’s local 
Mayor, but when she’s not sitting at the dais with 
her fellow town council members, she’s spending 
her time outdoors. She began volunteering at the 
Reserve in 2003, but this year will be her first stab 
at leading a tour.

“leslie chose the topic for me, and I’ve been 
studying,” Bacon said. Admittedly not a scientist, 
Bacon hopes that her talk, “Introduction to 
Wildlife,” will help locals identify the critters that 
share the landscapes around them.

“I’ve just been watching animals whenever I can,” 
she said. Her talk has more variables than the 
others, as animal sightings can’t be guaranteed. 
“If we see an animal, the conversation will 
change,” Bacon said. “I have to leave some 
flexibility for Mother nature.”
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FUN BY THE GLASSFUL

The Mammoth Festival, a three-
day summer celebration of wine 
and music, greets its fi fth year this 
Aug. 19-21 with an event bigger 
than ever before. While past years 
featured spectacular performances 
by artists Train and Gavin DeGraw, 
“This year we’ve booked the 
largest lineup of musical acts,” 
said MMSA PR Manager Dan 
Hansen. Headliners are to include 
the Goo Goo Dolls, Michelle 
Branch, and Parachute.

Fifth 
Mammoth 
Festival—
biggest and 
best yet!

the Festival will also boast an impressive 
selection of wine for tasting. Representing the 
best of california, Quady Winery, clesi Winery, 
Kenwood, Valley of the Moon, Oak Mountain 
Winery, Duckhorn, Justin and Venteux will all 
be in attendance. “We’re expecting 30 to 50 
wineries total,” Hansen said.

the Festival kicks into gear on Friday with the 
Village Wine Walk from 6-9 p.m. live music 
will play in the plaza, where attendees can pair 
snacks and appetizers with wine selections.
On Saturday, Sam’s Woodsite opens its gates 
at noon. Wine tasting runs from 1-5 p.m., with 
food provided by vendors from Petra’s, Pita Pit, 
thai’d up, the Mill BBQ and more. Saturday’s 
events also include an expo from local and 
regional artists, and live music from local bands. 
Headliners the Goo Goo Dolls, Michelle Branch, 
and Parachute will perform in the evening.
Sunday offers a champagne Brunch from 
9-11 a.m. at the Hyde lounge in the Village, 
accompanied by live music. Since this event sells 
out fast, this year two seatings are available.

Hansen encouraged participants to buy 
their tickets early. “Advance ticket sales are 
very strong this year,” he said. thursday’s 
Winemaker Dinner, a gourmet fi ve-course meal 
at the top of the Sierra featuring wine by Justin 
Winery, has already sold out. luckily, a second 
seating is available at Parallax in Mccoy 
Station. the Friday Wine Walk and Sunday 
Brunch are also expected to sell out early as 
they have done in the past.—KV

PRICES
Ultimate Package $146
Includes entrance to Friday’s Wine Walk, 
Saturday’s Wine & Music as well as 
Sunday’s champagne Brunch.

Combo Package $110
Includes entrance to Saturday’s 
Wine & Music as well as Sunday’s 
champagne Brunch.

FRI
unlimited wine tasting!

Wine Walk $41 adv. / $48 door

SAT
unlimited wine tasting & live musical 
performances by the Goo Goo Dolls, 
Michelle Branch, Parachute & others!

Wine & Music $72 adv. / $83 door
Music Only $46 adv. / $51 door

SUN
Enjoy a champagne Brunch & live music! 

Champagne Brunch $48 adv. / $57 door
Child Brunch $35 adv. / $40 door
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PHOtO: y- EVEntS

Mammoth Mountain Ski Area is getting dirty 
this Aug. 27 with the fi rst-ever Mammoth Mud 
Run. Inspired by the college mud run craze 
sweeping the nation, MMSA will be sponsoring 
its own test of endurance, agility, and 
willingness to get fi lthy. 

MMSA PR Manager Dan Hansen promises a 
“huge, fun, dirty event” that will take place in 
the canyon lodge area, up toward chair 4 and 
down the Ski Back trail. the course will include 
mud pits, obstacles, walls, and much more. 
Hansen himself relishes the challenge and plans 
to participate.

Participants have a range of entry options—5k 
Individual; 5k Male/Female (team of 4); 5k co-
Ed (team of 4); or 1k Mini Mud Run (children 
12 and under). Medals will be awarded to the 
top three overall individual fi nishers and the 
top three in each division. Medals will also 
be awarded for best individual costume, best 
team costume and best team name. And, said 
Hansen, “there will be some other surprises for 
the awards ceremony.”

Registration is now open, with the Mountain 
offering a VIP Package for $99 that includes 
a continental breakfast on Saturday, lunch 
on Saturday, two beers (21 years or older), a 
commemorative Event t-Shirt, and VIP check-
in, bag check, and tent. you can also be a 
VIP spectator for $49, or register for the basic 
Mammoth Mud Run Entry for $49, or Mini 
Mammoth Mud Run Entry for $15.

Mud runners will get dirty early, as the 5k 
events begin at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. the Kids’ 
Race and Activities begin at 1:30 p.m. Individual 
or team, old or young, the Mammoth Mud Run 
promises a “muddy good time” for everyone.

that same weekend you can also experience 
Mammoth Rocks – A taste of the Sierra, Aug. 
26-28. Entry into this event held at the Village at 
Mammoth is free. Bring some money to support 
local food vendors who will have their most 
mouthwatering treats available for your snacking 
pleasure. Event entertainment includes memorable 
cover bands such as Wayward Sons and tnt.

Enjoy mud, food and music all in one jam-packed 
weekend of fun!—KV

 SUMMER OF MUSIC AND MUD
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In addition to another great lineup 
of music for 2011, including Tito 
Puente Jr. Orchestra, The Brothers 
Comatose and Poor Man’s Poison, 
and great outdoor adventure such 
as guided mountain bike rides and 
intros to rock climbing, this year’s 
Blue Sky Fest also features a benefit 
with unforgettable food and wine.

the Blue Sky Benefi t includes auctions, a 
raffl e, food and wine seminars, and Saturday 
evening’s Food and Wine Experience. the 
proceeds will be divvied up between the 
Mammoth lakes Foundation and the Mammoth 
Schools nOW Education Foundation in an 
effort to support education and the arts in 
Mammoth lakes.

“the Blue Sky Benefi t replaces our annual Dave 
Mccoy college classic,” explained President 
and cEO of the Mammoth lakes Foundation, 
Evan Russell. It is structured after the Sun Valley 
wine auction, and could “eventually be a major 
fundraiser for MlF and the schools,” he said.

Seven food and wine seminars will be held July 
8 and 9, featuring wine tastings paired with 
tapas-style plates intended to bring out the 
best fl avors of each. Some seminars include 
“Spanish Wine and tapas” with Spanish 
wine expert chris collins and Winery chef’s 
Richard Haake, and “chef Frederic’s Best” with 
Mammoth’s own chef Frederic Pierrel preparing 
two of his favorite recipes from his cookbook, 
“chef Frederic’s Best.”

Saturday night continue the fun by taking in 
the fl avors of the Blue Sky Food and Wine 
Experience, which features a dinner fi lled with 
cooking competitions and wine tastings from 
more than 20 wineries. the theme is the great 
outdoors, so participants in the competition will 
be using outdoor equipment such as grills to 
create their culinary delights.

“there will be fi ve food stations each headed 
by culinary teams,” said laura Goforth, MlF’s 
Marketing Manager. “Each team will create a 
mini menu of 4-6 ounce portions of their dishes. 
Participants will be able to wander the food 
and wine court and taste the selections.”

Each team’s menu will receive oversight from a 
napa chef to determine which wines will best suit 
the dishes. Attendees will be given coins to use 
as a means to vote for their favorite creations.

“the fi nal award will go to the station with the 
most coins,” Goforth, whose very own father (a 
master on the BBQ) will be competing, said.

the Experience will be centrally located 
adjacent to the cerro coso community college, 
next to Edison theater where MlF’s offi ces are 
housed. Just look for the Blue Sky tent. Seminars 
will be held at Edison theater. Music will be 
performed in the same vicinity at the Blue Sky 
Bowl, a new, outdoor amphitheater.

But wait, there’s more! If wine just isn’t your 
thing, check out the Blue Sky Beermaker’s Ball, 
also new to the event this year. the Ball includes 
beer tasting, barbecue and bluegrass on Friday 
night at the Blue Sky Bowl.

the Mammoth lakes Foundation supports higher 
education and cultural enrichment in the Eastern 
Sierra. Visit www.MammothlakesFoundation.org.

the Mammoth School nOW Education 
Foundation looks to enhance educational 
excellence in the public schools of Mammoth 
lakes through partnerships and fundraising to 
support programs that improve school culture, 
facilities, and academic fl exibility. Visit www.
MammothSchoolsnow.org to learn more.

For ticket pricing and to learn more about this 
year’s Mammoth Blue Sky Fest, being held 
July 8-10, visit www.BlueSkyFest.com.—LK

A PERFECT PAIRING

BODIE GETS BY 
WITH A LITTLE HELP 
FROM ITS FRIENDS
In a world of budget defi cits, non-profi t 
organizations are becoming crucial partners 
in the quest to keep facilities such as state 
parks alive. 

luckily for Bodie State Historic Park, the 
Bodie Foundation exists. With the State 
of california cutting funding to parks by 
approximately $22 million in the last year, 
this non-profi t support group is what is, and 
will be keeping Bodie alive going forward.

In an effort to support the park even 
further in its time of need, the Foundation 
is organizing its fi rst-ever Bodie Benefi t 
concert. Scheduled for July 16, the benefi t 
will feature cowboy Entertainer Dave 
Stamey and Saloon Piano Player Professor 
David Bourne in a concert reminiscent 
of those held during the boom times of 
nineteenth century Bodie. Both entertainers 
will share their talents for free so that all 
proceeds from the concert can be used for 
ongoing stabilization projects at Bodie.

the Benefi t concert will be held at the 
Bridgeport Ranch Barn and terrace. tickets 
are $35 and can be purchased at Bodie 
State Park or on the Foundation’s website.

For more on the Bodie Foundation or the 
concert, visit www.BodieFoundation.org or 
call 760.647.6564. -lK
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