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Jennifer Collins (Velma), Danielle Kuhl (Roxie) and Gigi de Jong
(choreographer) are ready for Playhouse 395’s production of
“Chicago,” set to open March 4. For more, see p. 12

FREE

Saturday, February 27, 2016

Vol. 14, No. 9

MAMMOTH’S RUNNING MAN

ROSSY TRIAL BEGINS

By Re a

By Jam e s

Meb may be the Olympian, but Farley’s the guy you see every day

F

arley Spector can be
spotted running around
Mammoth Lakes with a
bag of recycling in all sorts of
weather—he says he runs 45
or 50 miles a week and likes to
keep town looking nice while
he does it.
Spector, who at 63 describes
himself with a grin as “young,
kind of,” will have been running for 31 years come March
10. He’s completed 53 full
marathons and 78 halves—
and those are just the ones on
the books.
“I volunteer to do the
Mammoth Half Marathon,”
Spector, who also volunteers
at events like Mammoth
Trail Days, said. “I wanted to
challenge myself to volunteer
rather than just competing,
because I competed for 22
and a half years in running.”
He’s fast, too. When The
Sheet visited Spector at his
home, he displayed his multiple trophies, ribbons, medals
and a meticulous log book
of every race he’s ever run.
He’s competed in the Boston
Marathon four times and New
York City twice. His best time,

Oops, wrong permit
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he said, was in the 1995 Philadelphia Marathon, where he
finished in 2:49:21.
However, he said, he isn’t
too concerned with finishing
times. He just loves to run.
“The over 330-some races I’ve
done in my career, I never
wore a watch. Time is in my
head,” he said.
“Time is time. I’m not wor-
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Farley Spector

$1.5 million embezzlement trial expected to last

ried about the clock.”
Spector, who was born in
Florence, South Carolina,
moved to Mammoth in March
of last year to spend time in
the mountains after having
lived in San Diego for more
than a decade. Before that,
he lived on the East Coast,
which is where he started his
running career. He said he got
into running after a “miserable” 1984 backpacking trip in
the White Mountains of New
Hampshire.
“We were near Pinkham
Notch, and the [trip] leader
kept getting upset about me
running off in a snowstorm
… I was treading through
extreme ice, my feet were frozen, my back was aching me,
and when we got to the road I
just threw my backpack down
and I said ‘I’m not gonna
backpack anymore.’”
“Then in spring of ’85, I just
started running.”
He said he ran track for one
season in high school in New
Jersey, but said it was just “too
boring” for him at the time.
However, now that he’s

see FARLEY, page 6

Hoodman trial

Release the
Great Dane
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T

he $1.5 million Inyo
County Welfare Department embezzlement
case that has captivated local
residents and readers since
first reported in March, 2013.
The case returned to court
on Monday after former
Health and Human Services
Department Employment
and Eligibility Supervisor,
Dawndee Rossy, declined a
plea deal being offered “reluctantly” by Inyo County District
Attorney Thomas Hardy, to
serve eight years in state
prison. Rossy has said that she
felt that she was being unfairly
treated and that others were
involved, yet she was the only
one facing trial.
Rossy is charged with 137
counts of embezzling funds
from 2009 to early 2013. In
his opening statement, D.A.
Hardy told appointed Judge
Philip Argento, that Rossy
had used her position “to take
$1.5 million in a pattern of
criminal behavior for her own
benefit, using either false beneficiaries or real people used
to create family units eligible
for benefits.”
Court-appointed defense at-

torney, David Evans, admitted
that “She (Rossy) has accepted
responsibility for misappropriation of funds” and that
“She has admitted to doing
‘bad things,’ but the $1.5 million is grossly exaggerated.”
According to Evans, when the
court “looks at the evidence
with ‘great scrutiny,’ there
would be no expenditures
shown to reflect that amount
of money.”
Evans also again asked appointed Judge Philip Argento
to exclude all previous Rossy
statements, but Argento replied that “the statements will
stand for now,” but that he
will reconsider.
When first questioned by
police on January 17, 2013,
Rossy admitted that she had
been withdrawing funds on
Electronic Benefit Transaction
cards using fictitious accounts
by using the state computer
system to find Social Security
numbers, make up names
to go with them, load funds
into the accounts and then
use EBT cards to make withdrawals. Two or three of the
accounts were still open when

Driving 90 miles for
cinnamon rolls?

Crystal Clear
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TEMPORARY INSANITY
Question: What does the word temporary mean?
Answer: Whatever Rusty Gregory wants it to mean.

In the midst of a wonderful rebound season for Mammoth Mountain,
I decided to think about all the ways that MMSA could fulfill its many
outstanding (nice double entendre, thinks the self-satisfied Lunch!)
promises.
One of those promises, made in 2000, before a large portion of Mammoth’s workforce had reached puberty, is to build a base lodge facility at
Little Eagle to replace the current “tent.”
The tent, initially installed in 2000, was granted approval as a temporary structure by Mammoth’s Planning Commission. The approval was
for three years with an option for three, one-year extensions.
The exact language was as follows:
“The operation of the temporary base facility is limited to three years
from the date of this approval (July 12, 2000) while the permanent base
facility is undergoing pre-construction approvals and construction.
Should the construction of the permanent facility exceed the anticipated three-year period, MMSA shall seek time extension approval
from the Planning Commission of this Design Review permit for the
temporary facility. The Planning Commission may approve a maximum
of three one-year extension requests.”
In the statement of findings made by the Planning Commission, it
used the word “temporary” no less than seven times in a single page.
The Community Development Director at the time was Mike Vance.
This was before he took a job with Intrawest, then majority owner of
Mammoth Mountain.
Fast forward to 2005. Nothing’s been done. The Planning Commission
extends the deadline for completion to Dec. 31, 2009.
The next year, despite the Mountain having made no progress
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towards the promised base facility, the Town grants MMSA approval
to place a second “tent” on the property for rentals and ski school. The
language in the agreement is also modified so now MMSA merely has
to make “best efforts” towards the construction of a permanent base
facility.
In 2009, MMSA is granted yet another five-year extension. The “best
efforts” language is also extended.
Which brings us to 2014. Mammoth Mountain dutifully petitioned the
Town for another time extension. This is the response MMSA received
from Planning Technician Nolan Bobroff:
“In reviewing the Municipal Code related to Time Extensions, it came
to our attention that once a Design Review permit has been exercised, it
cannot expire, and therefore the Planning and Economic Development
Condition of Approval requiring the PEDC to consider removal [of the
structure] is invalid.”
Translation, courtesy of Town Attorney Andrew Morris (and forgive
the paraphrasing):
The original approval of the project was under a Design Review permit as opposed to a Conditional-Use permit. With a Conditional-Use
permit, you have far broader latitude to set conditions for approval.
Design Review permits apply strictly to design. Therefore, all the caveats dictated in the initial approval in regards to project timelines, et. al.
are invalid because they don’t relate to design.
In short, the “temporary” tent at Little Eagle stays put for as long as
Mammoth Mountain wishes, and the Town has no power or leverage to
do anything about it.
One little curveball. I did ask Morris about the last clause (#13) which
was included in the third resolution passed in 2006.
The clause reads as follows: “The applicant [MMSA] agrees to defend,
indemnify and hold harmless the Town of Mammoth Lakes, at his sole
expense, from any lawsuit, action, special proceeding, or other
see EDITORIAL, page 16
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LETTERS
Bishop’s Trader Joe’s and
Other Food for Thought
Dear Editor:
After a bit of traveling I learned that
Bishop actually has its very own Trader
Joe’s grocery store.
This revelation was revealed during a
trip to Carson City, Nevada, where, like
most dwellers of the East Side of the
Sierra, I stopped in to the Carson City
Trader Joe’s (No, it wasn’t a “stock up
for a month” sort of grocery run. It was
a candy run because it is a well-known
scientific fact that any food purchased
three hours from your home contains
ZERO calories.)
Asking the checkout person for
boxes for the trip home prompted the
confession that home was Bishop.
That prompted the checker to say the
funky, niche grocery store saw plenty
of folks from Bishop. Which prompted
the observation that every time any
large commercial space opens up in
Bishop, there are quite literally spasms
and involuntary head jerks from people
screaming, “Get a Trader Joe’s.” (Yes
we’re ignoring the fact Bishop has four
grocery stores, two bakeries, a health
food store, a farmer’s market and Hing’s
Donuts.)

That prompted a slight smile from
the checker. She said it was a huge
battle just to get the store in Carson
City, since Trader Joe’s only puts stores
in “market areas” of at least 300,000
people/customers. So, the store listed
its market area as Carson City, Reno,
Sparks, Gardnerville, Minden, South,
Middle and North Lake Tahoe and, wait
for it, every single inch of Mono County
and, drum roll please, the greater
Bishop metro-plex.
So, as far as the rest of the world is
concerned, Bishop has a Trader Joe’s, it’s
just in Carson City.
Bada bing, bada boom. Let’s keep that
in mind the next time we feel a grocery
store spasm coming on.
Speaking of food and bakeries,
add Nugent’s High Sierra Bakery in
Bridgeport to the list of “must stop”
pit stops while traveling US 395. Great
family feel, great cinnamon rolls, great
cinnamon bread (yes, complete with
vanilla frosting), and great cinnamon
twists. Don’t know how I missed it all
these years.
While we’re pondering such weighty
items as regional economics, here are
few more morsels to chew over. In 2014,
Inyo County farmers and ranchers
produced $21.6 million worth of
agricultural products. In comparison,

WEEKLY SPECIALS
EVENTS & TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

MMSA Employee Night: $3 games, $1 shoes. Must show employee pass or I.D.
Ski Patrol /Ski School/Race Department Appreciation Night:
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Cosmic Bowling: 9pm to close.
Bowl-A-Thon Fundraiser: On 2/27 for MHS Ski and Snowboard Team.
50% bowling sales will go to the school team.
Cosmic Bowling: 12pm to 3pm.
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Northern Inyo Hospital will prime
the local economy’s pump with $24.4
million in Salaries and Wages in the
coming fiscal year.
That dollar comparison, though,
shortchanges ranchers and farmers
when it comes to the question of value.
The value ag lands is not completely
captured in a crop report. Farmers
and ranchers are our panoramicscale landscapers. A side product of
their work shaping a green, growing
landscape is that they shape the valley
floor into striking scenes admired by
locals and visitors alike. Green pastures
dotted with cows or. Straight lines of
hay bales marching symmetrically
across fresh cut fields creating huge
checkerboards. Sprinklers shooting
streams of water on green squares
framed by the Sierra’s gray peaks. Up by
Bridgeport, the sprawling miles of green
pasture and meadow rolling up to the
jagged spine of the Sierra is absolutely
jaw-dropping.
Jon Klusmire
Bishop
Jon Klusmire of Bishop will not drive
three hours for groceries, but just might
drive 90 miles for cinnamon rolls.

A response to Ms. Bauer
Dear Editor:
It takes a special kind of person to
believe that the best way to get people
to go to June Lake PUD meetings is to
slander a good and honest woman. But
that was Vikki Bauer’s story when asked
about her recent failure to gather the
required signatures to put the recall of
Patti Heinrich on the next ballot in Mono
County.“I achieved what I wanted ...
more public interest in the JLPUD and
scrutiny of the board.”
If she wanted people to go to meetings
why didn’t she use her influence to
simply ask people to attend? Why wasn’t
she herself in the habit of attending?
Patti has been on my back for years to
show up at 5 p.m. on Wednesdays to
find out what’s going on at the PUD and
she did that without forcing a recall of
anyone.
Bauer also mentioned something
about a perceived conflict between
Heinrich and herself as though Heinrich
had ever done anything to further it. The
only thing Patti did was respond with the
truth to the barrage of baseless charges
Bauer made against her.
I hope the people who signed the
petition learn that they shouldn’t believe
anything until they take the time to
intelligently check out the facts for
themselves and I hope one day Vikki
Bauer can bring herself to apologize for
what she did.
Alice Suszynski
June Lake
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BRILLIANT DIS-GEYS
Polluted Springsteen in Olancha
By Bo d ine

O

lancha and Cartago residents
are concerned about the
effects the Crystal Geyser
Roxanne bottling facility is having
on water quality. Crystal Geyser was
issued violations by the Lahontan
Regional Water Quality Control
Board on May 8, 2015 for dumping
arsenic into non-permitted ponds
that have been leaking onto the open
ground at the plant. Lahontan is
currently investigating the possible
contamination.
The extent of the leak and its damage
are still being investigated, but local
residents say they’re seeing some of
the effects already. Dustin Hardwick,
Director of the Cartago Mutual
Water Company claims the arsenic, a
naturally occurring mineral in local
waters that is removed for bottling, is
leaking into the soil. He said there is a
“plume” of arsenic leaching into the
shallow groundwater.
Hardwick said the arsenic levels
have risen in the Water Company’s
wells since the violations were issued.
It filed suit against Crystal Geyser in
December.
The violations were discovered
when preparing an environmental
impact report on Crystal Geyser’s new
bottling plant, a 200,000 square-foot
facility compared to the existing 25,000
square-foot facility, a few miles south at
Cabin Bar Ranch. Construction on the
new plant has begun.
Hardwick claims Crystal Geyser is
out of compliance with the conditional
use permit (CUP) from Inyo because it
lacks proper permits. Scott Ferguson,
chief watershed officer at Lahontan
and the lead on the investigation told
The Sheet Crystal Geyser has never
obtained permits for its disposal ponds
and is doing so now.
Inyo County has been far from
cooperative, according to Hardwick,
and neither is Crystal Geyser. A
meeting next week (March 2 - see
complete listing in The Sheet’s calendar
of events) is the first time Crystal

Geyser or Inyo has publicly addressed
the issue. Hardwick said Crystal Geyser
asked the State Water Resources board
to remove the Water Company’s name
from the information list provided to
parties privy to the lawsuit.
“It’s a sad situation, the county has
turned a blind eye,” Hardwick said
Hardwick also claims the property tax
revenue from Crystal Geyser, the third
or fourth highest in Inyo, may sway
the county and bias it from making
decisions in the best interests of the
county.
Josh Hart, Inyo County Planning
Director did not comment on the
statement. He said only that the
meeting is meant to inform the
community of the water quality
investigation by Lahontan.
The Sierra Club’s Range of Light
Group has sued Crystal Geyser
previously over the lack of permits and
possible groundwater contamination
but lost.
The Water Company has little
resources to fight Crystal Geyser. “We’re
not flush with cash like the corporate
giant,” Hardwick said.
Hardwick is also a former Crystal
Geyser employee and left in good
standing. He’s been accused of
retaliation against Crystal Geyser, but
that couldn’t be farther from the truth,
Hardwick explained.
Hardwick says the Water Company
wants the plant to be better managed
and monitored. Lahontan does not
have the ability to “red tag” or close
a project, business or operation, but
they can impose strict penalties. Hart
did not comment on the county’s
responsibility.
Hart, Ferguson and representatives
from Crystal Geyser will be in
attendance at the meeting.
If Crystal Geyser does not comply
with Lahontan, the state Attorney
General takes the whip.
Crystal Geyser headquarters in
Calistoga did not return calls to The
Sheet.
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OV GROUNDWATER SPLIT

By Bodine

I

nyo County and the Tri-Valley Water
District are proposing to split the
Owens Valley Groundwater Basin, on
paper only. Where exactly the cut will
occur is still contentious, but it will be
near the Inyo/Mono county line, south
of Chalfant. The first in a series of public
workshops on the split was held in
Chalfant on Monday, February 22.
The split is 6-degrees of separation
away from California’s historic drought.
In response to the dry conditions,
the state passed laws governing
groundwater. The laws demand that
each basin in California deemed to be
in medium or high priority status, 127
out of the more than 500 basins in the
state, has to have a management and
sustainability agency to try and solve
whatever problems a particular basin
may have and bring it to a sustainable
level. If locals cannot form an agency,
the state takes over.
Bob Harrington, Inyo County Water
Director has referred to the state as “a
hammer and everything’s a nail” when
it comes to its delicacy of handling a
basin. The state would find a way to

manage a basin, but with no regard to
local needs.
The advantage of forming a local
agency is local control. The Tri-Valley
Groundwater Management District
that includes Chalfant, Hammil and
Benton is in favor of the split. Carol Ann
Mitchell, commissioner for the district
said if Tri-Valley doesn’t gain control of
its groundwater, management could
be left to Inyo County, Los Angeles or
Bishop. The new laws will give local
agencies teeth to restrict drilling of
new wells, for example, all part of the
sustainability component.
Bob Harrington, Inyo County Water
Director told the crowd at the Chalfant
there is a plan B, should the split be
shot down by the State Water Resources
Board. But, this is the only opportunity
to ask the state to split the basin before
the sustainability agencies must be
formed in 2017.
Future meetings are set for Mono
County Supervisors on March 8, the
Inyo Supervisor meeting March 15 and
back for final vote with Tri-Valley, in
Chalfant, on March 16.

WINTER HAPPY HOUR
*4:00 - 6:00 Daily*

DINING ROOM
Opens at 5:00

We Seat on a Walk-in Basis
No Reservations

Visit www.slocums.com for Menus

3221 Main St. Mammoth * 760-934-7647
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ROSSY

continued from page 1
running when and where he wants, and
coupled with his passion of cleaning up
the streets, Spector says he hasn’t missed
a day running since February 5, 1992. In
the past seven years, he estimates, he’s
run over 2,000 miles per year.
He spent much of his life working for
Albertson’s and Acme in Maryland, but
says he’s pretty much able to be retired
at this point, thanks to having invested
his money wisely. He loves living in
Mammoth, but says there’s a chance he’ll
move back down to San Diego at the end
of the summer. “It’s a lot harder to run
when there’s icy portions and snow, what
could be stopping me from staying here
are more polar, colder winters.”
He also says he has an “adopted” family in San Diego, The Bakers, with whom
he lived for about thirteen years. He says
they are like a “second family to me” and
he misses being close to them. He said
there’s also more opportunities for races
down south, though he did complete
Mammoth’s Quake and Shake Half
Marathon in August of last year, which
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continued from page 1
was his last “official” race and in which
he was the first male finisher overall.
Spector also told The Sheet that his
faith is extremely important to him.
Though he was raised Jewish, he was
baptized as a Christian in 1984, and now
attends the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints in Mammoth every
Sunday.
“The best choice I ever made in my
life to be a better person and to be more
healthy is…I believe the Lord gave me
the good holy spirit of the gospel.”
Spector also has a YouTube Channel,
The Farley Factor, which hasn’t been
updated in several years but showcases
him jogging and talking about football,
the economy, and, of course, recycling.
“I just like doing it. I do it every day,”
he says of his hobby, though he tends
to draw the line at carting glass bottles
around on his long jogs. “Sometimes
I see a lot of glass around when I’m
running up the mountain, but it’s very
heavy.”
“I’m pretty definitive about that.”
He also says he’s looking forward to
the plastic bag ban coming into effect,
because on his runs he sees them blowing around town.
Though he may be leaving Mammoth
in September, he says for the time being
he just wants to focus on running and
keeping the place looking beautiful.
“Why I’m up here is just to volunteer,”
he said with a smile.

she was first interviewed.
She also implicated her unemployed
husband, Kenneth Rossy, as the only
other person using the cards and that
no one else in the welfare office knew
of the scheme.
Hardy showed the court surveillance videos and stills taken from
local banks and merchants with ATMs
which included Alta One Federal Credit
Union, El Dorado Savings Bank, Bank
of America, Manor Market and Bishop
Creek Chevron. The surveillance tapes
were shown to correlate to dates and
times from a list of EBT transactions
provided by the County.
Hardy called several current and former HHS employees who had worked
with Rossy as Integrated Case Workers
to give the court an overview of how the
department worked during the period
of time of the alleged embezzlement
scheme. It was Rossy’s job as a supervisor to assign and review the case work,
personally handle confidential cases,
involving county employees or their
families, and handle Welfare to Work
cases. The scheme came to light when a
county co-worker, Rene Fuller, working
on a request to get correction information on a client in a case file assigned
to Rossy, noticed a discrepancy in the
social security number and no case
notes in the file that should have been
logged every time the file was accessed.

Noting other benefit payment discrepancies, Fuller reported her findings
directly to Human Resources Director
Sue Dishion, saying that “if this was
what it looked like it was, I was afraid it
would be brushed under the rug” if she
reported it to department heads.
Another HHS Integrated Case Worker,
Kelly Piper, testified that she was asked
for information on a case from another
County department regarding two
children on MediCal. The case had
been closed according to the County’s
records, but the state’s file was saying that it was still active and that the
last person with access to the file was
Rossy. She also found it odd that “there
were more benefits than I’ve ever seen
before, with payments running into
the thousands of dollars.” She shared
her concerns with co-worker Allison
Krohn, who also later testified.
HHS Supervisor Jennifer Esparza
testified that when she was assigned
bilingual cases from Bishop and Lone
Pine, she noticed irregularities when a
department mailing to someone with
a Hispanic name was returned to the
office with an incomplete address.
She did not recognize the name and
checked the computer system where
she found supplemental payments
were being made with none of the
documentation required to justify
them. She said the case was assigned to
Rossy.
What is known thus far from the
Rossy trial is this:
She does not deny that she engaged
in an illegal scheme to embezzle
money using her position as a supervisor in the County’s Welfare Department.
She says that she did not steal as
much as she is being accused of stealing but feels it is unfair that she is the
only one on trial.
She has not implicated anyone other
than her husband in taking part in the
crime.
The investigation has not found any
evidence of others involved in wrongdoing in the department.
The trial is expected to take several
weeks.
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LOCAL BRIEFS

PLAN YOUR PARK

But don’t consult your checkbook - not yet.

Hoodman trial starts

By Ab a g a el G ile s

M

onday marked the second
Department and Town Council, the
public workshop to Plan
cost of relocating and reconstructing
Mammoth Creek Park West. the current MUF with a new outdoor
The purpose of this meeting was to
ice rink (with roof ) would be $2.1 to
gather community input about the
$2.5 million.
Recreation Commission’s proposal
The TOML has earmarked $1.2
for a Multi-Use Facility (MUF)
million to build a new MUF with
and conceptual proposal of a new
an ice rink at Mammoth Creek Park
community center.
West. The Town says that this money
There was much discussion of
comes from several internal sources.
community needs and wants,
The Town plans to redirect the
visions and aspirations for the new
Mammoth Unified School District
facility, but no talk whatsoever of
lease agreement payments for the
funding or money. According to
current rink to fund an internal
Recreation Manager Stuart Brown,
loan. Measure R money has also
this exclusion of hard numbers
been put aside for the new MUF’s
was deliberate on the part of the
roof. According to The Recreation
commission. “To provide vetted,
Commission, the MUF alone would
researched numbers, we have to
put the commission over budget
know what we’re building,” said
by more than a quarter million
Brown. “We want to build something dollars. Rea reported in January that
the community
Chris Taylor,
can feel ownership
the owner of
of.” According
HMC Architects,
to Brown, the
the firm hired
There is no funding
Recreation
to design the
currently for a new
Commission is
new facility,
seeking “verbal,
expressed
Community Center.
written, and
concern about
graphic input
proceeding with
-Grady Dutton
that is ‘definitive,
the community
descriptive, and
center proposal
actionable.’”
without
There is currently
adequate
a survey available
funding.
in both English
According
and Spanish on
to Dutton,
the Plan your Parks home page that
“There is no funding currently for
allows community members to
a new Community Center.” No
provide feedback on the proposed
one had an answer when asked
MUF and Community Center.
whether or not the town could
When asked about costs for the
afford the investment. Dutton noted
three proposed plans for a MUF,
that further funding for the MUF
Dutton suggested it would be
and Community Center is in the
best not to throw out numbers
Council’s hands.
before the consulting agency had
Town Council member John
completed its research. He said
Wentworth said “Any discussion
that the Commission would have a
about issues of the budget will
formal estimate for the cost of a new be debated before the public at
Community Center at the Mammoth upcoming ... meetings and will be
Creek Park West Site by the March 18 fully transparent.”
Plan Your Parks Workshop. This is the
Nonetheless, participants at
same date the Commission aims to
Monday’s workshop had high hopes
select a formal plan for the facility.
for elaborate amenities such as a
According to Dutton, it would cost
community performance space,
the Town of Mammoth Lakes $1.1
bouldering area, skate park, and
million to build a roof on the current year-round ice rink. All plans
ice rink. “We never considered
formally proposed in January
building a Community Center at
include an outdoor rink with a roof.
that [the current ice rink] site,” said
The Recreation Commission
Dutton, although the Town did
maintains its goal of opening the
invest approximately $700,000 in
facility at Mammoth Creek Park West
grading the site when the rink was
on Halloween of 2017.
placed there in 2007. The Town also
invested approximately $1 million
on the concrete slab for the current
rink. If the rink is moved, both those
costs are unrecoverable. The site
would also have to be restored to its
original condition.
According to the Recreation

“

”

The trial of James Hoodman started
Monday in Mono County Superior
Court following jury selection, the
Honorable Mark Magit presiding.
Hoodman was arrested on
September 21, 2015 and charged with
felony criminal threats, Penal Code
422. The alleged victim of the threats
was Hoodman’s former girlfriend,
Cayla Marguiles, who testified before a
jury Wednesday, February 24.
Hoodman was arrested after a
series of threats made in 2015, but
the case goes back to 2014. After
serving Hoodman with a permanent
restraining order in September 2014,
Marguiles said Hoodman sent her text
messages apologizing for the way he
had acted and that he was “trying to
get better.”
In September and October, 2014,
Marguiles said Hoodman would walk
by her house and hang around her
place of work. She said Hoodman
would give her the bird when he saw
her and yell obscenities.
“I could feel his eyes watching me
while I worked,” Marguiles testified.
She said he would stand and stare at
her while she waited tables, “looking
intimidating” with his hands on his
hips and “mad dogging” her.
Cayla’s mother, Lou Marguiles told
The Sheet outside the court room that
Hoodman was very controlling and
jealous of anyone looking at, or talking
to Cayla. She said Cayla was unlike
any girlfriend Hoodman had had
before. Cayla was a hard worker and
supported him. But, he also displayed
“crazy behavior.”
In September 2015, he got a job
working security at the Village,
where Marguiles worked, despite the
restraining order. Hoodman would
eventually lose the job due to that
order, according to Marguiles. The
Sheet could not verify the allegation.
The threats escalated on September
19, 2015 when he started posting
massages and images to Facebook.
One message states, “Time to get a
shovel and start getting the desert
ready for some of the two-faced
disloyal bitches.”
This was followed by an image on
September 18, of a freshly dug grave
with a shovel in the hole and the tag
lines, “#dirtnap #toomuchtalk” and
references to “Felicia.” “Felicia,” is
from the movie, Friday, meaning,
“to get anyone out of your face.”
Marguiles identifies herself as Felicia
in the posts. The defense attorney
asked why she believed that, she said
because she’s the reason he lost his job
and has been stalking her.
She told the court she interpreted
the message as a death threat.
She said the threats still make her

uncomfortable even though she has
left the state.
The trial is expected to wrap up
Friday. We will report on the verdict
next week.

Tree fall fallout
A few tidbits from last week’s front
page photo and story regarding the
tree that split Russ Norton’s home on
Hillside Drive and also damaged a Val
D’Isere condo.
1.) Norton said his partner Deb
Quessenberry was home at the time
of the incident, but was uninjured
because she was sick and resting in
the bedroom. Normally, she would’ve
been in the living room at that time of
day with a cup of coffee.
2.) Norton said he alerted his
neighbor to the hazard of the dead tree
last summer.
3.) Val D’Isere property manager
Andrew Murphy said he sent a
complaint letter to the town regarding
the tree in September, 2014. Bill
Cummings of Eastern Sierra Tree
Service had told Murphy the tree was
dangerous. What actions the Town
did or did not take in response to his
letter is “the big question” according to
Murphy.
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POLICE AND FIRE WINTER GAMES RETURN TO MAMMOTH
By Re a

A

bout 140 police officers and firemen visited Mammoth this past
week to participate in the [Team
America?] World Police and Fire Winter
Games, said Police Chief Al Davis.
Davis, as well as Mono County Sheriff
Ingrid Braun, Mammoth Mountain’s
Laura Kennedy, and Mammoth Lakes
Tourism’s John Urdi were a core team
of people that put in a great deal of
effort to bring the Games to Mammoth,
said reserve police officer Mike Braun,
Ingrid’s husband and the event’s principal organizer.
“Mike Braun should be getting paid,
he’s putting in so much work to make
this happen,” said Sean Frank, owner
of LAPoliceGear.com. Bolstered by a
generous donation from Frank, the
group was able to convince the California Police Athletic Federation (CPAF),
which already holds an extremely popular Summer Games, to run the new
Winter Games under its umbrella.
“I knew if they had a main sponsor
that had already pledged funds that
would make for a smoother negotiation
and make them more likely to say yes,”
said Frank, who pledged $20,000 to the
cause.
Mike Braun told The Sheet that
although this is technically the “first
annual” World Police and Fire Winter
Games,” the spirit of the event actu-

PHOTOS: REA

Participants head off to compete in the 4 k Cross Country Ski Race at Tamarack during the
World Police and Fire Winter Games.
ally goes back to 1975, when “There
was an event called the California Fire
and Police Winter Olympics,” said
Braun. “And it was pretty much always
in Mammoth, and back in those days
there were 400 ski racers from around
California, and firefighters and police
from California, and then through the
years as the time went on the crowds
went down …”

Braun said that he, his wife (current
Mono County Sheriff Ingrid Braun) and
retired fireman Dave Melton were the
three running the event, but that the
California Fireman’s Athletic Association, which had run the event, decided
to stop allowing the use of its name.
Last year, Braun said, they decided
to see if CPAF wanted to be involved.
“John Urdi, Laura Kennedy and Ingrid

and Al Davis gave [CPAF] a big sales
pitch. They held meeting after meeting
and said ‘Okay, let’s do this!’”
“[CPAF] said ‘I think this could be a
success,’” said Braun.
“I said, I know it could be a success!”
Athletes from all over the state and,
indeed, the world—there were two
Norwegian athletes and two Australian
athletes, said Davis—participated in the
“re-inaugural” Winter Games.
Events included the Slalom, Giant
Slalom, Super Giant Slalom (for skiers
and snowboarders) and a dual race for
skiers and snowboarders, said Braun.
“We also have a Skiercross, a Boardercross and then we have a nordic race.
We had a 4k classic and an 8k skate
race,” he said.
Braun, who is involved with the
Mammoth Mountain race team, said
that next year the Winter Games hopes
to attract at least double the participants and add more events.
“We’re probably gonna run a Fat Bike
competition, but we wanted to start
out with a ski race because that’s what
we know how to put on,” he said. He
added, “if the town ever gets around to
building a hockey rink with a roof then

see GAMES, page 9

Rene Herrera, of Los Angeles Fire, said it
was his first time on nordic skis.
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continued from page 8
we could open up hockey. They actually
have hockey in the Summer Games in
San Diego.”
The yearly U.S. Police and Fire
Championships Summer Games, which
Braun referenced, attracts about three
to four thousand athletes for more than
50 different sports.
Braun, Frank and the other organizers
think that the number of participants in
the Winter Games will grow, becoming
a mid-week boon to Mammoth businesses. Parties for the participants were
held around town at Lakanuki, Mammoth Brewing Company and Mammoth
Rock and Bowl, said Frank. “My logic
is, if we show them a good time they’ll
tell everybody about it so it’s 300, 500
fire and police skiers coming back next
year.”
Frank, whose business is based in
Valencia but who lives in Mammoth full
time, said he hoped his donation would
spur a snowball effect as the event
grows. “I’m doing this for the town,
it’s a way that I could spend some of
my advertising budget and then more
importantly help the local economy
because we live here full time and it ties
into my business so it’s a win-win,” he
said.
Chief Davis said he thinks that the

From left to right: Kevin English, Katie Morning and Police Chief Al Davis
“guest” race as well.
event could become an international
“Something I really want to make
success based on the great week all the
apparent is its skiers and snowboarders
participants and their families had,
of all levels. I’ve never ski raced and I’m
and mentioned that the family of fire
just having a blast,” Davis said.
and police participants were allowed to
Davis himself made an excellent
example—he participated in Tuesday’s
cross country race, although he’d only
been on nordic skis four times prior to

the race.
“Well, let’s see, I fell five times going
downhill and of course right before the
finish line I had a yard sale in front of
everyone watching,” he said. “It was so
fun.”
“The whole idea is just not just competing but participating.”
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SKIER SURVIVES 2,000 FOOT FALL

Accident on Dana Plateau’s Ripper Chute results in dislocated hip
By Re a

A

day of backcountry skiing
turned into a frightening ordeal
for Aaron Shober when the
24-year-old fell approximately 2,000
vertical feet on Sunday, Feb. 21 after
his ski released in the Ripper Chute
on Dana Plateau.
“It got kinda scary and he got really
lucky,” said Nate Greenberg, who was
skiing with Shober. Shober, who was
airlifted by Mono County Search and
Rescue, suffered a dislocated hip.
Greenberg, President of the Eastern
Sierra Avalanche Center (ESAC),
said the biggest message he and his
fellow skiers took from that day was
the need to be able to handle an
emergency situation.
“You need to be self-sufficient, and
you need to be prepared when all else
fails to be able to handle the situation
on your own with limited support
from rescuers at least for some
extended period of time,” Greenberg
told The Sheet.
“At the most basic level that means
wilderness first aid…but then
just understanding basic rescue
protocol—how to not only administer
first aid but to think about long-term
strategies for patient comfort or
extrication.”
Greenberg said the accident

PHOTO: ZAK MILLS

Viren Perumal, center, assists in a helicopter rescue of skier Aaron Shober. Nate Greenberg,
left, was able to call 911 after Shober sustained a 2,000 foot fall down the ‘Ripper Chute.’
was a “wake up call” for him—his
lock out his Dynafit bindings before
own Wilderness First Responder
skiing the chute.
certification is about fifteen years old.
“As [Shober] landed his first hop
He also said that though first aid is
turn his downhill ski released on him,
not what ESAC does on a daily basis,
followed almost immediately by his
“at a minimum we think there needs
other ski,” wrote Greenberg. “Though
to be an awareness campaign around
he made several attempts to selfthat kind of stuff…[and] how to better arrest using the Whippet he had, he
work with Search and Rescue.”
was moving too fast and conditions
Greenberg prepared a statement in
were too firm.”
which he described the accident—
“Though he managed to avoid
another big lesson, he said, was
hitting either wall of the couloir,
knowing one’s gear. Shober did not
he did tumble over a small pile of

rocks before going out of sight to the
bottom of the couloir. We shouted
to him several times but got no
response. We collected his gear…and
headed down to find him…”
Greenberg was able to call 911 from
his cell phone and obtain helicopter
support, he said. “The two Search
and Rescue members and the two
backcountry skiers hiked and skied
out under light of the full moon,”
wrote the Mono County Sheriff’s
Office in a press release.
Shober was discharged from
Mammoth Hospital later that
evening.
Greenberg said he knows Dynafit
users are divided on the subject of
locking out bindings. “Certainly if you
are skiing in avalanche terrain or in
a scenario where you want your ski
to come off in a fall, that is best,” he
wrote. “But in conditions and terrain
like we were skiing that day, when
avalanche hazard is minimal yet the
risk of losing a ski could result in
serious injury or death, locking them
out is probably the lesser of two evils.”
“Big lesson learnt here,” Shober
wrote on the social media site
Facebook.
“Thank you again to everyone
involved who got me home safe.”
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PLAYHOUSE 395 PROMISES CROWD-PLEASER WITH “CHICAGO”

T

he public has been eager to see a
local production of the hit musical “Chicago” and Playhouse 395
is answering the call.
Assistant Producer Nancy Upham
said Chicago’s appeal may be that is
more contemporary than other Playhouse productions, like South Pacific
and Guys and Dolls. The movie, Chicago, came out in 2002 and should still
be fresh with audience members and
the movie follows the musical closely.
The show is a rare opportunity to see
Chicago; Playhouse is one of only six
theaters granted license to produce the
show on the West Coast this year.
This is also Playhouse’s first foray into
“risqué” material, Upham said. The
musical contains some profanity and
adult content, and has self-imposed a
PG-13 rating, and may be inappropriate
for younger viewers. For the first time,
Playhouse barred anyone under the age
of 18 from performing in a production.
Chicago is proving to be the most

complex production Playhouse has ever
attempted, according to Upham. The
coordination of the dialogue, dancing and singing and the orchestra is
complicated but being made easy by
Chroeographer Gigi DeLong and assistant José Pizana. The actors have been

rehearsing since December and going
6-days a week since mid-January
Tickets are on sale, but reserved seating for Friday and Saturday shows is going quickly. The show premieres March
4, 5 and 6 and runs through March 19.
Friday and Saturday shows start at 7

p.m. with 2 p.m. matinees on Sunday.
Tickets are available at the Inyo Council
for the Arts, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays. General admission tickets are available at Bishop
Chamber of Commerce or by calling
800.838.3006.

Clockwise from top left: Director Martha Reynolds; Dancer Tanya Zaleschuck
with Producer Debbie Clarkson; Lead
actor Ron Valenzuela (Billy Flynn)
flanked by Stage Mgr. Don Kunze and
Susan Kunze (who plays Mary Sunshine); the cast performing a scene at
a recent sneak preview hosted by the
Bishop Chamber of Commerce.
ALL PHOTOS: GAYLA WOLF

MADE FROM
SCRATCH,
MADE BY HAND
SINCE 1994!

Located at the Village
760.934.3354
oldnewyork.com
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BUY AN AD NOW

Your ad here makes you $$$
Know why?

People read...

Call June 937.3967
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BARS & MUSIC

TOWN STUFF

Happy hour/

Daily/

Outlaw Saloon. 4-7 p.m. daily and all
night on Mondays
Roberto’s 4-6 p.m. Mon.-Thurs.
Austria Hof. 4-7 p.m. Sun.-Thurs.
Fri./Sat. 4-6, Taco Tuesday.
Whitebark Restaurant Bar & Lounge
Unwind daily drink and food specials
3-6 p.m.
Clocktower Cellar happy hour 4-7
p.m. daily and all day Sunday. $5 dollar
menu items, drink specials.
Happy hour @ Sushi Rei. 5-6 p.m.
daily. Half off apps and all-you-can-eat
sushi on Wednesdays.
Happy hour @ The Bistro at
Snowcreek, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Mon.-Sat.
Mammoth Tavern happy hour
Tuesday-Sunday 3:30-5 p.m. Closed
Mondays.
Smokeyard weekend happy hour 4-6
p.m. in the bar only, weekends 2-6 p.m.
everywhere.
Side Door happy hour daily 3-6 p.m.
with $12 crepe and panini specials.
Mule Day Fridays @ Side Door, half-off
Moscow Mules.
Bottomless mimosas @ Side Door.
Saturday and Sunday. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Mammoth’s famous, Slocums happy
hour 4-6 p.m.
Giovanni’s Happy Hour, daily 4-6 p.m.
Large pizza and a pitcher of beer gets
you free wings.
Sushi Rei happy hour 5-6 p.m. daily.
Lakanuki happy hour daily 3-6:00
p.m. $4 margaritas, Mai Tais and food
discounts.

February 26-27/

53 Kitchen and Cocktails presents
Jonny Tarr, 8:30-11 p.m.
Pianist Joe Gray plays @ Lakefront
Lounge 6:30-9:30 p.m. Free. Sunday
also.

Friday, February 26/

Mountain Tours at Mammoth
Mountain. 10:15 a.m. daily. Lift ticket
required. Leaves from Canyon and Main
Lodges.

February 26-27/

DC Hit & Run @ Mammoth Mountain.
Fastest rider wins, Friday 9 a.m.-4
p.m., Saturday 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 1st
prize for men, $1,500, women get
$1,000. Go to mammothmountain.com
for details and registration.

Buttermilk Clean-Up with Friends of
the Inyo. Meet at Buttermilk parking
area at 8:30 a.m. Bring close toed shoes
and work clothing. Call 760.873.6500
for info.
Bowl-a-Thon Fundraiser @ Mammoth
Rock ‘n Bowl for MHS Alpine and
Snowboard teams. 12-5 p.m.
June Mountain Naturalist Tours hosted
by the Eastern Sierra Interpretive
Center, 10:30-11:30 a.m. and 1-2
p.m. Meet at the Chalet patio area
near the top of J1. Tours require a lift
ticket and are intermediate level. Call
760.934.0736 for more information.
Fly Casting Demo at the Bishop City
Park with Fred Rowe and friends.
Register with Inyo Council for the Arts
760.873.8014.
June Lake Winter Festival Winter
Triathalon, Snowmobile rally. Begins at
9 a.m. Silver Lake Meadow. See sidebar,
p. 15.

Sunday, February 28/

Monday, February 29/

Saturday, February 27/

Motion Mondays @ Lakanuki with
Sounds by Josh Strauss.
Open Mic at The Rafters, 9:30 p.m.

Tuesday, March 1/

Outlaw Saloon, Taco Tuesdays, 4-10
p.m.
Clocktower Cellar, $3 blackened Ahi
tacos and drink specials.
Karaoke at The Rafters, 10 p.m.

Wednesday, March 2/

Wild Wing Wednesday @ Outlaw
Saloon. Dine in. 50% off. 7-10 p.m.
Western Whiskey Wednesdays @
Rafters. 10 p.m. Flannel shirts and
boots encouraged.
Roberto’s Margarita Wednesday. All
margaritas half-off all day.

Main St. Next to Rick’s

Saturday, February 27/

Monday, February 29/

Lakanuki presents DJ Lamont.

934.6260

Bishop City Council special meeting
to discuss the mid-year budget review.
8 a.m. Executive Conference Room.
377 West Line Street.

DJ Rodney O @ The Mill at MMSA 12-3
p.m.

February 27-28/

Beer lovers’ candy store

Selection of more than 200 beers
SPRING TRAINING MEANS
WHAT YOU THINK IT MEANS

Friday, February 26/

Sierra Club Outing, ski or snowshoe
to Wilson Butte, meet 10 a.m. @
Mammoth Union Bank parking lot or
10:30 a.m. @ Obsidian Dome parking
area. Call 760.648.7109 for info.
VFW Post 8988 invites you to come
down to 484 Short Street in Bishop
from 9-11 a.m. for a great breakfast.
Just $9/person. E-mail cheryl @
760.920.0106 for more info.

“GO” Album Release Party. Luck+Lava
plays @ The Rafters. 9 p.m. No cover.

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

It’s crazy, funny face drawing contest
time again, at the Tri-County Fair.
Deadline for submissions is today.
Winner receives a Carnival Ride
Wristband for the 2016 fair. Post it to
the fairgrounds Facebook page, e-mail
it to taylor@tricountyfair.com or bring
it in to the Fairgrounds office.
Benton-Hammil Valley community
meeting to discuss possible
modifications to Owens Valley
groundwater basin, 6:30 p.m. at the
Benton Communtiy Center.
Talk on Mt. Whitney and surrounding
peaks at the Eastern Sierra Visitor
Center, Lone Pine. Learn to pick out
which one really is Whitney and amaze
your friends, 11 a.m.-noon.

• Chicken & Beef Teriyaki
• Tempura • Tonkatsu • Sukiyaki
• Calamari • Sushi
• Full Service Cocktail Bar
& Lounge
760-872-4801
Open at 5 p.m.
635 N. Main St.
Bishop
25 years of experience

japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar
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Donations for auction
Donations are still being accepted
for the 5th annual Eastern Sierra
Community Auction. The Auction will
be held from 6:30-8:45 p.m. on March
12 at the First United Methodist Church
Community Center, 205 N. Fowler St.
This free evening of desserts, appetizers,
door prizes and coffee will include a live
auction and silent auction. Childcare is
available with a reservation and credit
cards will be accepted.
The proceeds from this event will
help benefit United Methodist Church
Social Services and this year a special
donation of 10 percent of the proceeds
will be donated to the National Wounded
Warrior Center and Disabled Sports
Eastern Sierra, Mammoth Lakes.
For more information call
760.872.7701, e-mail to office@
bishopumc.org or visit the website www.
bishopumc.org.

Crystal Geyser water quality
There is a public meeting scheduled
regarding the Crystal Geyser Roxanne
Water Quality Investigation at the
Olancha Fire Station at 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, March 2. All are welcome.
Questions should be submitted in
writing by Tuesday, February 23.

ICARE celebrates twenty years
ICARE is an all-volunteer non-profit
dedicated to helping Inyo and Mono
County residents and their pets.
Members have raised a total of over a
half million dollars to fund 12,000 spay/
neuter surgeries for cats and dogs from
Tecopa to Coleville.
Thanks to the support of pet lovers throughout the Eastern Sierra and
beyond, ICARE contributed over half
the cost of the new $800,000 Big Pine
animal shelter. The new facility opened
in July 2015 and significantly increases
the shelter’s capacity. Most importantly,
it improves living conditions for the
resident homeless pets.
ICARE believes the humane answer
to the pet overpopulation challenge is
prevention through spaying and neutering all of our cats and dogs. ICARE funds
low-cost spay/neuter surgeries for pet
owners each year and has spent a total of
$518,000 on 12,000 spay/neuter surgeries since 1998. Thanks to ICARE’s spay/
neuter funding, the total number of cats
and dogs impounded (strays and owner
turn-ins) have decreased by almost half
(from 1,164 to 609 in 2015). For over 20
years, ICARE photographed and promoted the shelter animals and contributed
to adoptions skyrocketing from just 82
in 1996 to 334 in 2015 (a 400% increase!).
But the number that really counts is the
number of shelter dogs and cats that are
euthanized each year. This figure has
dropped from 970 in 1996 to just 49 in
2015—a 95% reduction!
Of course, none of this is possible
without the incredible support of our
faithful donors. If you’d like to learn
more about ICARE, you may visit us
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Tuesday, March 1/

Friday, March 4/

Town of Mammoth Lakes single-use
plastic bag ban goes into effect. Bring
your own bags or pay ten cents for one.
Town of Mammoth Lakes Recreation
Commission meets. 9 a.m. Suite Z,
Minaret Mall.
Mammoth Lakes Recreation (a whole
different entity) meets 5 p.m., Suite Z,
Minaret Mall.
Mono County Board of Supervisors
meets 9 a.m. at the Bridgeport
Courthouse. Meetings can also be
viewed in Mammoth on closed circuit
television, 3rd floor, Sierra Center Mall
(Tourism conference room).
June Lake Citizen’s Advisory
Committee meets. 7 p.m. June Lake
Community Center.

Wednesday, March 2/

Water quality meeting regarding
the Crystal Geyser Roxanne plant.
Time: 5:30 p.m. Location: Olancha Fire
Station.
American Legion Post 118 next
regular meeting at 6 p.m., at the Elks
Lodge, all veterans are welcome, call
760.873.5152.
Town of Mammoth Lakes Council
meeting 6 p.m. Suite Z.
Plan Your Parks meeting, 6-8 p.m. at
Mammoth Brewing Company.

Thursday, March 3/

Presentation on osprey by Eastern
Sierra Audubon Society, 7-9 p.m. at the
Forest Service/BLM building in Bishop.
Go to esaudubon.org for info.

I 15

Playhouse 395’s production of
“Chicago” opens @ the Bishop Union
High School theater. More info: See
sidebar column next page.
American Red Cross Adult CPR/
First Aid classes, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at the
Mammoth Lakes Fire Department
Training Room. $5.

Saturday, March 5/

The City of Bishop hosts 21th annual
Children’s Day of the Arts, 9 a.m.-noon
at the Bishop Activity Center, Pine
Street School call 760.873.5863.
Tahoe Adventure Film Festival; 5
and 7:30 p.m., Mammoth Lakes
Repertory Theatre. $12 tickets at
MammothLakesRepertoryTheatre.org.
Bishop Bronco Baseball hosts 2nd
annual “Lead Off” Community Mixer,
6 p.m., Tri-County Fairgrounds Home
Ec. building. $25 tickets available at
Bishop Looney Bean or facebook.com/
bishopbroncobasball/.
Fundraiser for 4th of July fireworks @
Bridgeport's Memorial Hall. 5 p.m.
Early Opener Trout Derby begins @
6:30 a.m. at Diaz Lake in Lone Pine. See
sidebar.

Sunday, March 6/

Snowshoe Tour to South Lake, meet 10
a.m. at dirt lot, corner 395 and Pleasant
Valley Dam Rd. E-mail lgbuckley@
gmail.com for details.

AT THE MOVIES
Minaret Cinemas
The Finest Hours (R): True story of incredible Coast Guard rescue.
Deadpool (R): Marvel antihero in irreverent comic book movie.
Info: www.mammothlakesmovies.com/760.934.3131.

online at: www.ICAREforPets.org. If you’d
like to help animals, you may send your
tax-deductible donation to: ICARE, P.O.
Box 76, Bishop, CA 93515. Telephone:
760-872-3802.

Tickets for "Chicago"
Tickets on sale for Playhouse 395’s
“Chicago” at the Bishop High School
Theater, March 4-6, 11-13 and 18 and 19.
Only six theater companies on the west
coast chosen to perform Chicago this
year. Tickets are available at the Bishop
Chamber, Inyo Council for the Arts,
playhouse395.com or call 800.838.3006.
Also available at the door 1 hour before
the show. The musical is rated PG-13.
All of the cast and crew, orchestra,
directors and producers of Chicago are
volunteers and more are needed. To
volunteer call 760.872.2852.
For any questions please call
Playhouse 395 at 760-920-9100 or
visit the Playhouse website at www.
playhouse395.com.

Early Opener Trout Derby
Trout filled waters open a month-anda-half early in Lone Pine and a derby
comes with it. The Lone Pine Chamber
of Commerce hosts the annual Early
Opener Trout Derby on Saturday, March
5. Sign up at Diaz Lake starting at 6:30
a.m., weigh in at 3 p.m. Kids 15 and
under are free, $10 for adults. Breakfast
burritos and coffee available at sign
up and lunch available, plus prizes for
juniors up to 12, and adults. Every kid,
12 and under, who catches a fish will
get a prize. Gardner’s True Value and
Lone Pine Rocks and Gifts are proud to
sponsor the $800 blind bogey.
For more information, contact the
chamber at 760.876.4444 or email info@
lonepinechamber.org.

June Lake Winter Festival
The June Lake Winter Festival on
Saturday, February 27 is a day of winter
fun for the whole family! Check out or
compete in the Triple Threat Winter
Triathalon, with cross-country skiing,
laser rifle shooting, and fat tire mountain
biking, or the Snowmobile Rally at 10:30
a.m. for poker run fun.
Athletes can register at Active.com.
There's fun for the entire family with
the Family Fun Zone including snow
games, obstacle course, snowman camp,
mini sledding hill, and more. Become
a judge for the June Lake Village Snow
Stroll snow sculpture competition from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Main Street.
Awards ceremony and party at 4 p.m.
at the June Mountain Ski Area.
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Notice of Public Hearing

Notice of Public Hearing

Notice of Public Hearing

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, March
2, 2016, beginning at 6:00 p.m. and continuing until
finished, at the Town Council Chambers, Suite Z
within the Minaret Village Shopping Center, 437 Old
Mammoth Road the Mammoth Lakes Town Council
will hear an application request for the following:

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, March
2, 2016, beginning at 6:00 p.m. and continuing until
finished, at the Town Council Chambers, Suite Z
within the Minaret Village Shopping Center, 437 Old
Mammoth Road the Mammoth Lakes Town Council
will hear an application request for the following:

Application Request: District Zoning Amendment 16001: Lodestar at Mammoth Master Plan Amendment
to allow:
1. A reduction to the perimeter setback requirements
for accessory structures on parcels within
Development Area 2 that are north and west of East
Bear Lake Drive.
2. A reduction to the front and side setback
requirements for parcels (and reduced rear setbacks for
interior parcels only) within Development Area 2 that
are north and west of East Bear Lake Drive.
3. Residential Single-Family height standards for
parcels within Development Area 2 that are north and
west of East Bear Lake Drive.

Application Request: District Zoning Amendment 15001: Lodestar at Mammoth Master Plan Amendment
to allow:
1. A reduction to the perimeter setback requirements
for accessory structures on parcels within development
area 2 that are adjacent to Meridian Blvd.
2. Deletion of the text allowing a minimum building
separation of 20 feet for Single-Unit residential
structures in PUD subdivisions within development
area 2. (DZA 12-002 amended the Lodestar Master Plan
to allow a minimum building separation of 20 feet for
all of development area 2, and therefore this language
is duplicative and no longer necessary.)

ADOPTION AND APPROVAL OF (1) PROPOSED ORDER
UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF CAL. HEALTH & SAFETY
CODE SECTION 42316, (2) PROPOSED DISTRICT RULE
433 FOR THE CONTROL OF PARTICULATE EMISSIONS
AT OWENS LAKE, AND (3) PROPOSED FINAL 2016
REVISION TO THE OWENS VALLEY PM10 PLANNING
AREA DEMONSTRATION OF ATTAINMENT STATE
IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

CEQA Determination: Pursuant to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section
15164, an Addendum #3 to the Lodestar at Mammoth
Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 1991105212)
has been prepared describing that no new or increased
environmental impacts would result from the
proposed project
Location: The subject property is located at 1001 and
1501 East Bear Lake Drive (Assessor’s Parcel Numbers
033-330-061-000 and 033-330-063-000).
Zoning: R, Resort within Development Area 2 of the
Lodestar Master Plan

CEQA Determination: Pursuant to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section
15164, an Addendum to the Lodestar at Mammoth
Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 1991105212)
has been prepared describing that no new or increased
environmental impacts would result from the proposed
project.
Location: The subject property is located at 525
Obsidian Place (Assessor’s Parcel Number: 033-370020-000).
Zoning: R, Resort within Development Area 2 of the
Lodestar Master Plan

Proponent / Owner: John Hooper, Gray Bear, LLC

Proponent / Owner: Eric Fishburn/Mammoth Springs
Resort, LLC

All persons having an interest in the proposed
application request may appear before the Town
Council either in person or represented by counsel and
present testimony or may, prior to said hearing, file
with the Town Clerk written correspondence pertaining
thereto. Pursuant to Government Code Section
65009(b), if this matter is subsequently challenged in
court, the challenge may be limited to only those issues
raised at the public hearing described in this notice
or in written correspondence delivered to the Town of
Mammoth Lakes at, or prior to, the public hearing. For
additional information, or to obtain a copy of the staff
report which will be published no later than February
26, 2016, contact Ruth Traxler, Associate Planner, at
(760) 934-8989 Ext. 233. Facsimiles may be sent to (760)
934-8608 or email at: rtraxler@townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov.

All persons having an interest in the proposed
application request may appear before the Town
Council either in person or represented by counsel and
present testimony or may, prior to said hearing, file
with the Town Clerk written correspondence pertaining
thereto. Pursuant to Government Code Section
65009(b), if this matter is subsequently challenged in
court, the challenge may be limited to only those issues
raised at the public hearing described in this notice
or in written correspondence delivered to the Town of
Mammoth Lakes at, or prior to, the public hearing. For
additional information, or to obtain a copy of the staff
report which will be published no later than February
26, 2016, contact Nolan Bobroff, Assistant Planner, at
(760) 934-8989 Ext. 227. Facsimiles may be sent to (760)
934-8608 or email at: nbobroff@townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov.

Mammoth Lakes Town Council
P.O. Box 1609
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

Mammoth Lakes Town Council
P.O. Box 1609
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

TS #2016-0021

TS #2016-0020

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on Wednesday, April 13,
2016, the Governing Board of the Great Basin Unified
Air Pollution Control District (GBUAPCD) will conduct a
public hearing and consider for adoption and approval
of (1) a proposed order authorized by California Health
& Safety Code Section 42316 for the City of Los Angeles
(City) to install, operate and maintain additional
dust control measures on the Owens Lake bed, (2)
a proposed District Rule 433 (Control of Particulate
Emissions at Owens Lake), and (3) a proposed final
2016 revision to the previously-adopted Owens Valley
PM10 Planning Area Demonstration of Attainment
State Implementation Plan (2016 SIP) (collectively
“Board Actions”). The public hearing and the Governing
Board’s consideration for adoption and approval of
the Board Actions will occur at the District Governing
Board’s regular meeting on Wednesday, April 13, 2016
at 10:15 a.m. at the City of Los Angeles Department
of Water and Power Administrative Building, Training
Room 134A, 111 Sulfate Road, Keeler, California 93530.
Other actions related to the Board Actions may also be
taken at the meeting. Members of the public will have
an opportunity to submit written comments or make
oral statements at the public hearing on each of the
proposed Board Actions.
The GBUAPCD prepared the 2016 SIP for the control
of fine dust emissions (PM10) in response to a finding
by the United States Environmental Protection Agency
(USEPA) that the Owens Valley Planning Area did
not attain the 24-hour National Ambient Air Quality
Standard (NAAQS) for PM10 as required by the
federal Clean Air Act. The dried Owens Lake bed soils
and crusts are a source of wind-blown dust during
significant wind events and contribute to elevated
concentrations of PM10.
The GBUAPCD has adopted a series of SIPs to address
and control PM10. In 2008, the GBUAPCD approved
the 2008 Revised State Implementation Plan for the
Owens Valley Planning Area (2008 SIP), which was
implemented through GBUAPCD Board Order #08012801. In 2011, a dispute arose between the GBUAPCD and
the City regarding these requirements. On December
30, 2014, the Sacramento Superior Court entered a
Stipulated Judgment for the GBUAPCD in the case
captioned City of Los Angeles v. California Air Resources
Board, et al., Case No. 34-2013-80001451-CU-WM-GDS
to resolve this dispute. Under the major provisions of
this agreement, the City agreed to implement additional
dust control measures on the lake bed (for a total of 48.6
square miles) by December 31, 2017. The GBUAPCD
may also order the City to implement dust control
measures on up to 4.8 additional square miles of the
lake bed if needed to meet the NAAQS or related state
standards. The GBUAPCD agreed to revise the 2008 SIP
by December 31, 2014 (later amended by agreement to
April 15, 2016) to incorporate the relevant provisions
of the Stipulated Judgment into a proposed 2016 SIP
Order.

Notice of Vacancies

Request for Qualifications

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that four terms of office will
become vacant on the Building Advisory Committee/
Board of Appeals. The terms of this office are four (4)
years, expiring on April 1, 2020. The Building Advisory
Committee/Board of Appeals meets quarterly.
Interested parties should file an application with the
Town Clerk on or before Monday, February 29, 2016
at 5:00 p.m. Application forms may be obtained at the
Town Offices, Minaret Village Shopping Center; or by
writing to P.O. Box 1609, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546; or
by phoning 9348989, ext. 267; or by visiting the Town’s
website at www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.

The Town of Mammoth Lakes (Town) is seeking a
statement of qualifications from engineering teams
(Consultant) to provide On Call, As Needed Civil
Engineering Services. These services will be on
an intermittent basis. The Town has the intention
to select and contract with more than one (1)
Consultant for the services herein. Consultant to
provide services encompassed in creating plans,
specifications and/or designs for projects such as
road and parking lot construction, drainage projects,
park and playground designs, and traffic designs.

Dated: February 8, 2016
Jamie Gray, Town Clerk

Petitioner:
Ivonne Baker
P.O. Box3507
Mammoth Lakes,Ca. 93456

The purpose of this Request for Qualifications (RFQ)
is to provide the Town with planning, specifications,
estimates (PS&E), design and other related items
when expedited services are needed. For each
project for which services will be requested, the
Town will issue a Task Order to one or more firms
under the on call agreement and request a proposal.
The term of the as needed, on call services
contract(s) shall be for two (2) years. The contract(s)
may be extended for one (1) year at a time, after the
initial two (2) years, with written agreement of the
Town and the Consultant. The contract(s) may be
extended until a five (5) year period is complete.
The Town supports the Disadvantaged Business
Enterprise (DBE) program and encourages using
disadvantaged firms when possible. The DBE
program is intended to ensure a level playing field
and provide equal opportunity. There is no DBE goal
for participation in this RFQ. However, DBE goals
will be given for the task orders if required.

Notice of Hearing:
June 2, 2016, 9:30 a.m.
Superior Court of California, County of
MONO, 100 Thompsons Way, Mammoth
Lakes, CA 93546

A detailed Request for Qualifications may be
downloaded from the Town Website at http://www.
ci.mammoth-lakes.ca.us/bids.aspx. Proposals need
to be submitted to the Town by 4:00 PM on March 8,
2016. For additional questions or concerns, please
contact the following Town Staff:

Copies of the proposed order, District Rule 433, the
2016 SIP and the EIR may be obtained from and will be
available for public review at the GBUAPCD web-site
www.gbuapcd.org, at the GBUAPCD office at 157 Short
Street, Bishop, California, and at Inyo County Libraries
in Independence, Big Pine, Bishop, Lone Pine, Death
Valley and Tecopa, California. Written comments on
these rule revisions should be sent to Phillip L Kiddoo,
Air Pollution Control Officer, GBUAPCD, 157 Short
Street, Bishop, CA 93514. Written comments received
by 5:00 pm on March 18, 2016 will be included in the
staff report sent to the Governing Board members. Oral
and written comments will also be taken at the meeting.
For further information, contact the District’s Board
Clerk, Tori DeHaven at (760) 872-8211.

Sierra Shultz
Engineering Assistant
(760) 934-8989 ext. 282
sshultz@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov

GBUAPCD staff encourages those who have comments
on the 2016 SIP to attend the meeting on April 13, 2016
and submit written comments or make oral statements
to the Governing Board prior to the Board Actions.

TS #2016-0018

TS #2016-0022

TS #2016-0017

Order To Show Cause For
Change of Name
Present Name:
Ivonne Baker
Proposed Name:
Ivonne Garcia

This statement was filed with the
Superior Court of California, Mono County
on February 08, 2016.
Case Number CV160010
2016-0023 (2/20, 2/27 3/5, 3/12)

GBUAPCD also proposes to adopt District Rule
433 pursuant to California Health & Safety Code
Section 41511. The Rule includes the control
elements of the 2016 SIP Order and will comprise the
attainment strategy for the 2016 SIP to be submitted
to the California Air Resources Board and the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency for their approval.
The 2016 SIP contains the project location, history, air
quality setting, emission inventory, control measures,
air quality modeling, control strategy, and enabling
legislation. The goal of the proposed Board Actions is
to continue to reduce dust emissions from the dry lake
bed to attain the 24-hour NAAQS for PM10 in 2017. A
Notice of Determination will be prepared under the
California Environmental Quality Act in connection
with the proposed Board Actions based upon the
Environmental Impact Report for the Owens Lake Dust
Mitigation Program – Phase 9/10 Project (May 2015)
(EIR) prepared by the City of Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power.

EDITORIAL
continued from page 2
administrative or judicial challenge
arising out of or related to the
Town’s processing or approval of this
project; or alternatively, to relinquish
this approval.”
It was Morris’s opinion that this
clause only applied to third party
lawsuits - that the Town couldn’t
unilaterally pull the permit and be
exempt from litigation by MMSA.
We spoke to Mono County
Asssesor Barry Beck on Thursday
afternoon about the parcel the
tents are located on and its current
valuation.
Beck said the two tents and Chair
15 are bundled together on a parcel
that is owned by the Inyo National
Forest. MMSA has a permit to
operate on the property.
The two tents and Chair 15 have
a current valuation of $2 million.
Beck said it’s probably fair to say
that Chair 15 represents half that
valuation, or $1 million.
The current property the tent sits
on is not the property MMSA would
use for a permanent base facility.
The numbers that have been
bandied about in the past in regard
to what a base facility investment
might run, has been anywhere (if
memory serves) from $25 million
and upwards.
Say we put a conservative price
tag on a base facility project of $30
million.
Using a 1.2% of valuation number
as a property tax baseline, such a
project would generate $360,000 a
year in property tax.
The current tents generate about
$12,000.
Multiple that differential by
three decades or so and you’re
talking about a serious permitting
“oversight.”
Might not be an airport litigationsized oversight, but $10 million in
lost revenue for local agencies would
be a pretty fair guess.
To elaborate a bit on the page three
ad for Bluesapalooza.
Mammoth Brewing Co-owner and
Exec. Director of Bluesapalooza Sean
Turner is particularly thrilled about
Michael Franti playing the event
because “we’ve been after him and
asking him for years,” said Turner.
Thursday night is still considered a
locals night. Yes, the price is not zero,
but Inyo and Mono County residents
will receive $15 off the $45 ticket ... if
they act now.
Limited tickets will be available for
sale on-site at the Brewery’s Tasting
Room at the intersection of Main
and Minaret.
Turner is also excited about

see EDITORIAL, page 17
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Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Sierra Employment Services, Inc is hiring
for the following positions
Sales Associate $12-15/hr
Photographer $14-$18/hr
General Laborers $12-$15/hr
Snow Removal/Loader Operators $20$22/hr
Photographer Assistant ML
Landscaper $12-$13/hr
Housekeepers $12-$15/hr
Bookkeeper $ DOE
Call 760-924-0523 or 760-873-8599
See our full joblist online
www.SierraEmployment.com
Grumpy’ s is hiring experienced waitstaff. Apply at Grumpy’s Restaurant.
Stellar Brew is hiring for Food Prep and
Line Cooks. Experience necessary. Fun
working enviroment, great pay, awesome
hours. We are looking to fill full time and
part time positions. Apply in person or email resume to stellarbrew@gmail.com.
House keeping position available at the
Austria Hof Lodge. Call 760.934.2764 or
drop off resume at 924 Canyon Blvd.
Operations Supervisor/Bishop Location
Live and work in the beautiful Eastern
Sierra! The Eastern Sierra Transit Authority
(ESTA) is recruiting an Operations
Supervisor for its Bishop location. This
position is responsible for providing
managerial and operational support
for all of ESTA’s transit operations in the
Bishop and Inyo County area, ensuring
the delivery of quality service to every
passenger, every day. Specific areas of
responsibility include driver scheduling,
and oversight of driver training, contracted
vehicle maintenance, and the paratransit
scheduling and dispatch functions. This
position is based at ESTA’s administrative
and operations offices in beautiful
Bishop, California, a year-round outdoor
recreation playground.
SALARY & BENEFITS
$19.55 = $23.77 per hour
$3,389 - $4,120 per month
$40,664 - $49,442 per year
Benefits include:
• PERS retirement
• Health Insurance: CalPERS
Choice or Select
• Health Insurance deductible
reimbursement
• Paid Holidays: 11/year
• Comprehensive Leave: 22 days/
year
• Vision/Dental Reimbursement:
up to $1,400/year
• Life Insurance: $50,000 policy
APPLICATION PROCESS
• Employment application can
be requested by contacting Jill Batchelder
at 760.872.1901 ext. 11, or may be
downloaded from ESTA’s website at www.
estransit.com/administration/jobs/
• Due date for all completed
applications is March 1, 2016, 5:00pm
EOE/ADA

Sierra Nevada Resort & Spa Has immediate openings for the following positions:
PBX Operator (Part Time)
Massage Theapists and Estheticians
(Independent Contractors)
Spa Receptionist- Part Time
Resumes and Applications accepted
on-site at 164 Old Mammoth Road or call
760.934.2515 to schedule an interview.

Great Basin Unified Air Pollution
Control District Administrative Projects
Manager Bishop Office (Full-Time , w/Benefits). Initial Salary Range: $6,449-$7,110
per month, DOQ. For more information
and job application visit gbuapcd.org/employment or call 760.872.8211. Applications
and materials for this position should be
submitted to the Great Basin Unified Air
Pollution Control District, 157 Short Street,
Bishop, California, 93514. Initial review of
required application materials will commence February 5. Position will remain
open until filled.
ACCOUNT MANAGER Full Time, for local
established bookkeeping office. Competitive pay with benefits. Accounting/bookkeeping experience preferred. Email resume
to info@butnerhoaservices.com or mail to
Butner Homeowner Assoc. Services, P.O.
Box 1999, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546.
Hotel seeking front desk agent. for a
part-time position. Must be available to
work nights; primarily 3:00 pm to 11:00
pm shifts with occasional grave yard shifts.
Must be able to work most weekends and
available to work holidays. Must have great
attitude and hospitality experience is a plus.
Starting hourly ranges based on experience.
Please deliver resume or application in person or pick up application at Sierra Lodge
located at 3540 Main Street or send to info@
sierralodge.com.
Crowley Lake Fish Camp is hiring for
the upcoming Spring and Summer Season!
We have fast paced retail/office positions
available in our shop and at our gate, and
also need someone to work outdoors on our
boat docks. Excellent customer service skills
are a must, and fishing experience is a huge
plus. You must be available to start in April,
and must be able to work weekends and
Holidays. If you are interested in joining our
team, please email a resume to crowleylakefishcamp@gmail.com or find an application
on our website, crowleylakefishcamp.com.
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Help Wanted

The Town is accepting applications for
part-time, School Crossing Guards during
the school year. Position starts immediately. $ $18.55/hour. Visit the Town’s website
for details: www.townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov. Position is open until filled.
The Town is accepting applications
for full-time, Temporary Snow Removal
Operators for the winter months. $18.55 to
$22.55 hourly salary range. Position starts
immediately. Visit the Town’s website for
details: www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.
Open Until Filled.
The Town is looking for a Lateral Police
Officer. He or she must not only be teamoriented, but committed to the future
direction of department and community.
Must be flexible and have good interpersonal skills with co-workers and citizens.
Integrity and outstanding moral character
is a must. Must be willing to work irregular
hours, rotating shifts, weekends, holidays,
special events and on-call. Must be US citizens, 21 years of age or older, and possess
a high school diploma or GED. One year of
continuous law enforcement experience
is required and applicant must possess or
have the ability to obtain a Basic POST certificate. Spanish language skills are highly
desirable. Full description at www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. Applications due by
Tuesday, March 8.
The Town is also accepting applications
for a Finance Director, Aquatic Site Coordinator and Asst. Aquatic site Coordinator ...
for more, visit www.townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov.

grabbing Jon Batiste and Stay
Human as his Saturday night
headliner.
Batiste and Stay Human serve as
late-night talk show host Stephen
Colbert’s house band. Bluesapalooza
will mark Batiste’s only west coast
appearance this year.
Turner said he continues to try and
take Bluesapalooza to a whole new
level. He urges the community to
attend Mammoth’s March 2 Council
meeting as Mammoth Lakes Recreation will present a proposal regarding how to host community-oriented
and larger scale events in the future.
The California Highway Patrol
has released information on a twovehicle traffic accident at occurred
at noon on Monday, February 22.
One driver was arrested for alleged
driving under the influence. Lauren
Burek of Big Pine was in lane #1 of
northbound US 395 driving a Lexus
while Jennifer Bergund and two children, all from Portola, were behind
Burek in a Toyota Highlander. Burek
claims she saw an animal run onto
the roadway in front of her vehicle.
She said she slowed to avoid the
animal but Berglund failed to notice
and Berglund struck Burek from
behind. Berglund and the two children were transported to Northern
Inyo Hospital with minor to moderate injuries. Burke was arrested for a
DUI and treated at NIH for moderate injuries. All parties were wearing
safety restraints.

Part time Preschool
Aide & Teachers
Breakfast Servers Rafters Restaurant &
Lounge is seeking experienced Breakfast
Servers. This is a part-time, year-round postion. Ability to work weekends and holidays
is mandatory. Please complete an application at 202 Old Mammoth Road or send resumes to mm@thesierranevadaresort.com
PART TIME/FULL TIME HELP WANTED
Busy law office seeking clerical support. We
are looking for someone to join our team.
The best candidate will have excellent
communication skills including grammar, writing and proofreading abilities;
organizational abilities and ability to meet
deadlines. Will train the right person. Do
not hesitate to apply. Pay and benefits depend on qualifications. Please fax resumes
to (760)934-4063.
Ski Renter has an immediate opening for
a full-time retail ski associate .No experience necessary. Call Rob at 760.934.6560 or
walk-in to store at the corner of Old Mammoth and Hwy 203.
Norco 76 is hiring a mini-mart Manager.
Apply in person.
Mammoth Catholic Church: Half-time
position for full-charge bookkeeper. Must
be computer literate with knowledge of
Excel mandatory, QuickBooks desired. Send
resume to info@mammothcathlicchurch.
org fax to 760.924.3571.
Sure Save Self Storage Is looking for a
Part-Time Assistant Manager. Saturdays
and occasionally one other day per week.
760-934-4583.

Mammoth Lakes Lutheran
Preschool is seeking qualified Aides
and Teachers for part time work.
Must have ECE units, experience
working in a licensed preschool
setting and clear a background
check. Candidates must have
a love of, and enthusiasm for
working with young children and
be available M-F from 8am-5pm.
Email resume to alexisvanveen@
outlook.com

For Rent
Leasing opportunities available at Minaret Village Shopping Center. Info: Michael
O’Kelly at 760.934.6005.
House for Rent 3 bedroom,2.5 bathrooms. Attached garage. Spacious back patio. Located in Sunny Slopes directly across
the Highway 395 from Tom’s Place. Unfurnished. Utilities not included. First and
last month rent and references required.
$2500.00 a month . If interested please call
(760)935-4364 or (760)937-2089.
Office Space for Rent. Approx. 400
square feet above Range and River Books
on Main. $400/month. Contact Diane:
(760)873-6882.
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HORRORSCOPES
By Cl oud s M cC lo u d

Pisces: To make the most out of this
very blessed year of your life, please do
the following: Be a blessing to others.
Always remember that FEAR is just an
acronym for: False Evidence Appearing
Real. Only trust people who like big
butts, because they cannot lie. The next
time you think you’re too small to make
an impact try going to sleep with a
mosquito trapped in the room.
Aries: With spring sprouting up in the
not-too-distant horizon, it can only
mean one thing—short-shorts and
“Spring Fling” season is just around
the corner. This being the case, Clouds
would like to pass along the following
amorous advice from a nine-year old
named John: “Love is like an avalanche
where you have to run for your life.”
Taurus: This much we know is true:
Surprise sex is the best kind to wake
up to, unless you’re in prison. The
most powerful tools in the universe are
kindness and generosity. With baseball
season about to begin, another gay
umpire will soon be hollering, “He’s
out!” When nothing is going right, go
left.
Gemini: Denmark is considered the
happiest place on earth, and not just
because Danishes are so delicious.
Denmark offers its people free
education and health care. Their real

key, though, is they prioritize health
and happiness over wealth. Therefore,
your new mission is to release the Great
Dane in you, just please remember to
load up on large pooper-scooper bags.
Cancer: The good and cuddly people of
this sign tend to be artistic and creative
folks. They also tend to be more crabby
when they aren’t lighting up their
creative sides like Roman candles and
Molotov cocktails. To help, be sure
to plan regular creative time in your
life and always remember that earth
without art is just ‘eh.
Leo: The Stars say that a wrong done in
your life will soon be righted. When this
happens, please try to handle yourself
with grace, dignity and appreciation.
While you shouldn’t gloat or drop your
drawers and expect you butt to actually
get kissed, a little strutting and maybe a
few dance moves like the “Sprinkler” or
“Moonwalk” would be fine.
Virgo: Spoken words have incredible
power, so please watch what you let
stumble out of your yap for the next
several weeks. For example, please
don’t say anything like the following: A)
Maybe you should start eating makeup so at least you’ll be pretty on the
inside. H) Listen to me, dickhead, I’m
being as polite as I possibly can, you
a-hole. Ole ) Whatever’s eating at you is

probably going to get gas.
Libra: Just in case you forgot, we were
all born in one day. We’ll all die one day.
We can change our lives in one day. We
can fall in love in one day. We can see a
dream come true in one day. Anything
can happen in one day. “One Day at a
Time” was a popular sitcom because
of lines like: “A man is like a bow-andarrow and a woman is like a target.
Bow-and-arrow needs practice. Target
doesn’t.”
Scorpio: Clouds often worries about
Scorpios since you guys care about
things with the depth of the seas,
but can be as stubborn as barnacles.
Therefore, Clouds offers up this advice:
1) You don’t always have to be right. 2)
When you complain, you remain. 3)
From a Moose Drool bottle cap: “Less
Pants—More Banjo!”
Sagittarius: Here are your Universal
truths to ponder for the week: 1) The
more touchy-feely a sports team is
(High-Fiving, Chest Bumping, Butt
Slapping, etc.), the more likely they
are to be successful. This goes double
for marriages. 2) Laughter stimulates
creativity. 3) If you can just pull your
head out of your butt, life won’t seem
so crappy.
Capricorn: Each and every last
stinkin’ one of us is imperfect. We’re

all flawed and funky. The real keys
to contentment, success and love, is
how we handle these traits. You can
either ignore, be disgusted by, or never
work on them. Or you can accept and
rejoice in them like their gifts from the
Heavens, which is what they are; except
for that kinky side of you, that’s a gift
from Clouds.
Aquarius: Here are your McNuggets of
wisdom for the week, to be dunked in
your favorite dipping sauce: Hands are
meant to be held. Lips are meant to be
kissed. Words are meant to be spoken.
Dreams are meant to come true. Hearts
are meant to be open. Butts aren’t
meant to squeezed. Idle hands are the
devil’s work, which is why they can be
so much fun!

PERSONALS
In search of ... a way to weasel out of an
obligation? Just sign a contract with the
Town of Mammoth Lakes!
I heard you ... were having “Noah’s Ark”
meetings with Rusty (two by two). Still a
violation of the Brown Act.
I saw you ... are planning to open the
Liberty Sports Bar and Grill. I hope the
food proves better than the current state
of the “Liberty” (Phillies, Eagles, Sixers,
Flyers) sports franchises
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Hot & Non Heated Yoga
Fitness Classes
Private & Semi-Private Sessions
Educational Workshop
Community & Group Events
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& pricing options online at
www.mammothinmotion.com
Located in The Village at Mammoth
6201 Minaret Rd., Ste 220 | 760.709.0668
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MAMMOTH CHAMBER MIXES IT UP

By Re a

M

embers of the Mammoth
Lakes Chamber of Commerce gathered at the
Mammoth Welcome Center on Tuesday, Feb. 23 to mingle, network and
enjoy finger foods prepared by Mammoth High School culinary students.
Craig Schmidt, Executive Director
of the Chamber, introduced Sandra
DiDomizo of Green Fox events as the
Chamber’s new president. DiDomizo
said that her three biggest goals are
to increase Chamber membership,
to implement the Peak Performance
Program (a free-to-Chamber members customer service training program), and promote the Tech Assist
Program with help from the Small
Business Development Center.
DiDomizo also noted that Chamber mixer events are a great way for
local entrepreneurs to showcase
their businesses by hosting. She said
that businesses that do so will also
receive a small stipend to help cover
food and drink costs.
Trish Qualls, Culinary Instructor at
Mammoth High School, introduced
four MHS students who prepared
food for the evening. Flor Vega, Sarah
Adler, Guy LaBorde and Lyle Tonacao all wore sharp white chef’s coats
and hats to attend to the Chamber

Sarah Wright, left, and Robert Lopez, right.
Lopez is the new manager of Mammoth’s
Motel 6.
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Mammoth High School Culinary students prepared dinner for the Chamber members.
From left: Lyle Tonacao, Guy LaBorde, Flor Vega and Sarah Adler.
members, refreshing platters of crudités and colorful vegetable wraps.
LaBorde and Tonacao added an extra
touch of class to the event by openening the door for guests as they
entered the building.
The MHS students, Qualls said, are
all second semester students who
are dually enrolled at Cerro Coso and

Bring Your Own (BYO) Bag!
Beginning Tuesday, March 1, 2016, Ordinance No. 15-06 goes into effect that prohibits
the use of single-use carryout bags. This action will reduce negative impacts on the
environment, including reducing the use of natural resources and energy; reducing
greenhouse gas emissions; and helping to eliminate waste in landfills, roadside litter, and
pollution to lakes, streams, and soils.

Contribute to a cleaner and more
welcoming Town of Mammoth
Lakes by…
Bringing your own
reusable bag

10¢

Or purchase a paper
bag for 10¢

Stop using single-use
plastic bags
The Town of Mammoth Lakes will work with local businesses,
including the Chamber of Commerce to assist in the progressive elimination of plastic, single-use bags in our community.
Visit www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov to review Ordinance
No. 15-06, or contact Pam Kobylarz, Assistant to the Town
Manager, at (760) 934-8989 ext. 223 or pkobylarz@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.

earning both college and high school
credit for their work.
DiDomizo also introduced Robert Lopez, the new manager of the
Mammoth Motel 6, to the crowd. She
congratulated Mammoth Chamber
members on a great season so far
and told them to “keep up the good
work.”

John Silva, left and Heidi Eldridge, right, of
the Eastern Sierra Interpretive Association.

