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PRE-ELECTION DRAMA
SPOTLIGHTS FESKO
By Bodine 

Mammoth Town Council candidate Jennifer Burrows is 
apparently trying to get the most bang for her buck with 
her lawn signs. Once, twice, three times for the letter ‘n.’ 
For more election coverage, see pages 2 & 6. 
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   Hate your phone 
service? Just wait. 

                                /p. 4/

 Dog day afternoon 
 at Rite Aid 

                         /p. 17/

 Identify the 
 candidates redux 

                  /p. 8/

Shirley Fendon 
1933-2016

                           /p. 10/  

ShoGone

                             /p. 2/

EARTH, INK AND STYLE IN BISHOP

By James
THE BATTLE OF THE PRESS RELEASES

By Rea

see WATER, page 7

Tuesday’s Inyo County 
Board of Supervisors meeting 
held a “Talking Water” Work-
shop followed by direction 
from the supervisors to the 
County’s representatives on 
the Long Term Water Agree-
ment Standing Committee 
scheduled to meet Thursday 
afternoon (May 12). 

There was an undercurrent 
of dissatisfaction amongst 
supervisors as the result of 
an LADWP press release the 
day before accused them 
of being “disingenuous” in 
their Board’s press release of 
May 3, 2016. What made the 
supervisors angry was that 
their press release was largely 
meant to encourage greater 
public participation at the 
May 10 workshop. 

The LADWP press release 

DEER-LY BELOVED  
Locals try to save deer from drowning in Snowcreek 
pond; attempt ‘mouth-to-snout’ resuscitation

Artist Karen Nielson Licher gave The Sheet a special tour of her secret Bishop studio on a trip to visit the 
Independent Project Press. See feature and more photos, pages 12 and 17. 

“accused” the County Super-
visors of attempting to mis-
lead the public by stating “the 
department (LADWP) had 
not yet provided the County 
information on a program 
for reasonable reductions to 
irrigation and water sup-
ply on LA-owned lands and 
Enhancement and Mitigation 
projects in the Owens Valley.” 

Although the statement 
itself was true, LADWP’s 
press release went on to say 
that the Supervisors knew 
full-well that the report was 
coming the next day and was 
to be discussed at the Tech 
Group meeting. Was that 
information deliberately left 
out by the County to make 
LADWP look bad? 

Cut to last Friday’s Tech 
Group meeting in which 

the “reasonable reductions” 
report was presented to the 
County. Inyo County Water 
Department Director Dr. Bob 
Harrington did not agree with 
the reductions proposal pre-
sented by LADWP and said 
that the County was going to 
stand firm and demand the 
City of Los Angeles first meet 
its obligations on irrigation 
and mitigation in the Long 
Term Water Agreement and 
what is called the “Green 
Book,” which outlines the 
agreement in greater depth 
and detail.

The County is opposed to 
an increase in water exports 
to Los Angeles or approving 
test wells until the City makes 
a good-faith effort to meet 
current obligations to protect 
and restore the environment 

Three Mammoth 
residents had a heart-
breaking morning on 

Wednesday, May 4, when 
Dave Turner noticed a 
drowning deer in a Snow-
creek reclaimed water hold-
ing pond as he was walking 
his dog. 

The deer was unable to exit 
the pond due to the rubber-
ized liner which is intended 
to prevent water from seep-
ing into the ground. Turner 
put out a post on Facebook 
asking for help—Turner had 
already entered the water 
to try and save the deer but 
he and his fiancée, Tawny 
Thomas, were unable to 
rescue the animal by them-
selves. 

Turner has since removed 

the post, and neither he nor 
Thomas chose to speak with 
The Sheet, but on the morn-
ing of the incident he stated 
that he had “lost” the animal 
after its head went under 
the water during the rescue 
attempt. In the now-deleted 
Facebook post, he said he 
attempted do to CPR on the 
deer, but that it was too late.

Local Mammoth Lakes 
Fire Department Captain 
Brent Salzmann responded 
to Turner’s request for help 
on social media before 7 a.m. 
that morning. “[Turner] was 
all wet and shivering…he was 
having a hard time getting 
the deer out,” said Salzmann. 

Salzmann said he called 
MLFD and they told him that 

see DEER, page 7

Just four weeks before the 
June 6th General Election, 
the integrity of the incum-

bent for the Mono County 
Supervisor, District 4, Tim 
Fesko has been called into 
question by fellow Supervi-
sor, Larry Johnston. Johnston 
accuses Fesko of represent-
ing the county without its 
consent and wanted Fesko 
to step down as the county 
representative to a powerful 
lobbying group. 

Fesko countered by accus-
ing Johnston of extortion and 
having political motivations. 
The accusations were made 
public at the Mono County 
Board of Supervisors May 10 
meeting as the Board consid-
ered whether or not to reas-
sign Fesko as the representa-
tive for the Rural Counties 
Representatives of California 
(RCRC). The controversy: Did 
Fesko either mistakenly or in-

tentionally add Mono County 
onto a letter of support for 
legislation without the rest 
of the board being privy. 
The letter was distributed by 
RCRC.

Board Chairman Fred 
Stump started the discussion 
by asking all parties to be civil 
and polite and asked that 
comments made by the pub-
lic on the potentially conten-
tious issue be respectful. No 
member of the public, two in 
the audience, commented. 

Supervisors also agreed 
that the subject matter of the 
letter was not as important 
as the process. How did the 
process break down? How did 
Mono County get included?

There are no written guide-
lines as to how representa-
tives are supposed to report 
to the larger board.

see DRAMA, page 7
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I was driving down Meridian Boulevard on Sunday morning, passing Vons, 
when I did a double-take as I passed a Jennifer Burrows campaign sign. Liter-
ally stopped in the road, looked behind me, reversed a few feet and got out to 
take a closer look. 

Indeed, her campaign sign had three ‘n’s in Jennifer. 
I had many thoughts at that moment. 1.) Her signs had been up over a week 

and no one had mentioned a misspelling. Not a good sign (pun intended). 
2.) She either hadn’t noticed the misspelling - Not a good sign … sorry, I can’t 
help myself - displaying a lack of attention to detail, or 3.) She had noticed and 
figured a butchered sign was better than none at all. None of these possibilities 
are, indeed, a good sign.  

Worse, she then admitted she ordered the signs online from someplace. 
Which should actually make us all relieved. That the dumbass who made the 
signs doesn’t live here. 

The sign fiasco, coming on the heels of Truax’s campaign petition blunder, 
makes me think there’s something more going on here. That perhaps both of 
these people - like everyone I know, really - are so busy and spread so thin that 
it may be difficult to keep track of the details. 

Question is, how important is that - keeping track of the details - when it 
comes to serving on Council? 

There are schools of thought as to what degree of micromanagement we 
want from our elected officials. I will say this. Town Manager Dan Holler has a 
penchant for being a little sneaky. He’s pretty clever when it comes to figuring 
out how to get things done his way. So I do want somewhat of a microman-
ager, and certainly, I want someone who’s going to challenge Holler and ques-
tion staff. 

Sign spellings aside, Burrows is not ready for prime time. If she’s interested 
in local politics, have her apply for the next open seat on the Planning Com-
mission. She has no business serving on Council right now and she’s smart 
enough to know that. 

Down the road she has the potential to be a fine representative. Down the 
road. 

Of the other three candidates, Bill Sauser is the one who best knows his stuff 
and has served the community the longest - even if I disagree with he and oth-
ers who support the Multi-Use Facility boondoggle at Mammoth Creek Park. 
Nevertheless, he deserves to be elected. 

Which leaves Truax v. Hoff in my book for the other seat, and I suppose it’s 
my job to try and best explain in the coming weeks what that choice repre-
sents to the 234 people or so who may actually vote. 

I did ask County Clerk Bob Musil this week about how close people needed 

POLITICS IS A FUNNNY BUSINNNESS

to be in order for a vote for Truax to count. 
“Based on guidance from the Office of the Secretary of State, we will be look-

ing at the voter’s intent,” he replied via e-mail. “If we can reasonably deter-
mine who the voter intended to vote for, we will accept the vote even if the 
name is misspelled or they use part of the name. Because I am only aware of 
one potential write-in candidate, I will accept just a first name in this election 
(depending on circumstances in future elections, that may not always be the 
case).

 “One very important thing that voters still must do is select the write-in 
candidate on the ballot. Our ballots are set up so you draw a line that con-
nects two arrows next to the preferred candidate. That line must be drawn for 
a write-in candidate as well. If they just write in the name and do nothing else, 
that is considered an invalid vote and will not be counted,” concluded Musil. 

As yet, Truax has not filed the paperwork to make his write-in candidacy of-
ficial.

ShoGone 

Shogun Restaurant, Mammoth’s legendary Japanese restaurant, has closed 
after 35 years. 

Shogun has now followed in the footsteps of some of its contemporaries 
(Whiskey Creek, Chart House), and shut its doors for good after the end of 
business hours on Mother’s Day. The restaurant, owned by Robbie and Alvin 
Tani, was sold to 452 OMR Operations LLC (which is, essentially, the Sierra 
Center Mall). 

“Just like everyone else, a combination of the recession, drought, a large 
square-footage and a major shift to the Village [ultimately took its toll],” said 
Robbie Tani, who opened the restaurant over Thanksgiving weekend in 1980. 

Paul Rudder, owner of the mall, said, “We will not operate the restaurant. To 
quote Clint Eastwood, a man’s got to know his limitations … we are looking for 
a new owner.” 

Robbie gave special thanks to the many employees who made Shogun what 
it is over the years, especially to Tommy Powers, bartender/manager for the 
past 14 years. Another remaining long-timer whom Tani mentioned was Gary 
MacDonald (“G-Mac”) who had been at Shogun for more than twenty years, 
and of course, the kitchen staff. 

Robbie said he exits with lots of happy memories, but reminds people, 
“We’re not gone. We’re just down the hill,” he said, referring to Yamatani 
Restaurant in Bishop, where he has spent the majority of his time the past 10 
years. 



Champion
           OF SPRING SAVINGS

Find great deals on used demo gear and save up to 50% on shoes and 
apparel. Spend $50+ and you could win clubs, lessons and more.

Stop by the Sierra Star Pro Shop May 15–16 to shop and join The 
Players Championship viewing party.

To buy your Sierra Star Pass or for more information, 
760.924.GOLF • MammothMountain.com/Golf
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IF YOU HATE YOUR PHONE SERVICE NOW ... 

LOCAL NEWS  
Pending legislation would require even less of AT & T, Verizon
By Bodine 

3043 MAIN ST   �   MAMMOTH LAKES
FOOTLOOSESPORTS.COM   �   760-934-2400

It might not seem possible, but 
phone service in rural Mono County 
could get even worse. 

Proposed Assembly Bill 2395 would 
release telecommunication companies 
from the responsibility of having to 
maintain aging infrastructure. Instead, 
the companies would ask customers to 
buy a cell phone to replace land lines, 

whether or not there’s adequate cell 
service in the area. 

Companies like AT&T and Verizon 
have been obligated up until now by 
the Public Utilties Commission to sup-
ply reliable two-way landline phone 
service. The bill would allow a tele-
phone company to transition from land 
lines to Internet Protocol (IP) or Voice 

over Internet Protocol (VoIP) that rely 
on broadband or wireless connections 
instead of fixing deteriorating, fixed 
copper lines. 

Coincidentally, the same companies 
with the crappy land lines, also control 
the crappy wireless service.  

Land lines are the only semi-reliable 
way to call 911 in rural parts of Mono 
County. If the copper wire infrastruc-
ture stays on the deferred maintenance 
list and the bill passes, there could be 
few if any ways to call for help. There 
is no cell service in the vast majority of 
unincorporated Mono County.

Chalfant resident Ann Aylesworth 
told the Mono County Board of Super-
visors on May 3, that from her house 
she sees numerous cars driving to the 
magical spot at the end of her street 
where there’s coverage. Cell service 
on Highway 6 is almost non-existent 
save for a few mile-long stretches, 
Aylesworth said. Getting emergency 
medical help is challenging enough in 
the southeast part of the county with 
limited Sheriff patrols and ambulance 
services, but this bill could make it even 
tougher. 

Rural County Representatives of Cali-
fornia (RCRC) asked Mono County Su-
pervisors to write a letter of opposition 

to the bill. The Supervisors agreed the 
bill was a tactic to let phone companies 
off the hook.

AT&T representtaives asked the 
Supervisors to delay the letter until it 
could appear before the board.  

Supervisor Fred Stump said, “AT&T 
does not deserve a lot of consideration 
from us given the complete lack of con-
sideration they’ve shown us.”

He’s been dealing with AT&T’s “pas-
sive aggressive behavior” in his district 
since he was elected four years ago. 

“It’s disgusting,” he said of the lip 
service.

“When they (AT&T) absorbed Alltel, 
they said they would improve cell 
service that currently existed,” Stump 
recalled, “but in reality the cell service 
at my house disappeared and service in 
Chalfant disappeared.” 

A part of the transition process re-
quires a customer outreach and educa-
tion campaign. 

“What’s not needed is education, 
what’s needed is service. Add that to the 
Verizon issue of allowing landline ser-
vice to completely degrade prior to the 
sale to Frontier, and I have no patience 
for these large utility companies,” thun-
dered Stump. 
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THE PINES, THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’
By Rea

Sherwin Creek Campground looks 
a lot different than it did in the 
fall of 2015; many locals and visi-

tors have begun to notice now that the 
road is clear of snow. 

“I’ve gotten a lot of calls about this 
campground,” said Inyo National 
Forest Public Information Officer 
Deb Schweizer. “It’s not a clear cut,” 
she said, when asked by The Sheet if 
the term was appropriate. Schweizer 
said that the area of thinning, which 
encompasses the tent-only sites 8 
through 13 of the Campground on the 
northeast side of Sherwin Creek, was 
necessary due to high tree mortality 
from beetle kill. The drought-stressed 
Firs and Jeffrey Pines in the camp-
ground, she said, are more susceptible 
to opportunistic insects like the Red 
Turpentine and Jeffrey Pine Beetle, 
both of which attacked trees in the 
area. 

Though the area now looks some-
what desolate and lacks shade, 
Schweizer asked, “Should we really 
have an expectation of a dense green 
forest?” Decades of fire suppression 
by forest management have resulted 
in overcrowded trees which are not 
only more susceptible to stress, but 
to potentially devastating fire events. 
Schweizer said that GC Forest Prod-
ucts, which managed the thinning, 
removed hazard trees only. Unfortu-
nately, there were quite a few of those.

A hazard tree must meet two defini-
tions, according to Schweizer. “It must 
have a risk of falling down, and also 
[have] a target. The target has to be 
place where life or property will be 
threatened.” A campground full of cars 
and people sleeping in tents certainly 
meets that criteria. 

“From a public safety standpoint, if 
one of those dead trees fell it wouldn’t 
be a very good scenario if someone’s 
car got hit or heaven forbid someone 
got hurt,” said Kirstie Butler, Fire Pre-
vention Technician for the U.S. Forest 
Service.

Butler said that about 100 trees had 
been removed from the campground, 
and that still left about 70 to 80 trees 
still standing. 

However, the area does look shock-
ingly different. The campground has 
been open since April 22, said Butler, 
but the sites in the thinning area are 
still blocked off to campers. Poles 
with site numbers are pulled out of 
the ground and slash piles surround 
all the sites. Circles around the bear 
boxes and campfire rings have been 
cleared, but outside of those circles it 

4:00-6:00

is difficult to walk around the camp-
ground. The campground was the site 
of a car accident in December when a 
local woman totaled her car on a deck 
of logs, removed from the same area, 
that were sticking into the road. 

“I went out there the other day and I 
don’t think it’s overly thinned … To me 
this looks pretty good,” said Schweizer, 
regarding the campground’s new look. 
“We need to address the fact that we 
have these overstocked forests” and 
that, to the untrained eye, a “healthy” 
looking forest may in fact be the op-
posite. 

We have to look at it from a public 
safety as well as a forest health stand-
point,” Butler told The Sheet. 

“It’s unfortunate that we’re in the 
drought. The trees get stressed. But the 
trees that are left won’t have as much 
competition. They’ll be stronger. 
There’s still trees out there to re-seed.”

Butler told The Sheet that the 
contractors planned to have the area 
fully cleaned up and ready to open by 
Memorial Day weekend. 

When asked if campers would be 
put off by the openness of the camp-
ground, Schweizer was candid. “I 
would not deny for a moment that it’s 
very much changed,” she said. “For 
people who get used to recreating 
there and playing there, it’s a very dif-
ferent place.”

However, “the forest is changing. 
Some of it we can have a decision on 
what that change looks like. Some of it 
we can’t.”

 

   PHOTO: REA

One of the new and improved campsites. 

Mono County Supervisors 
were less than pleased with 
the April 28 press release 

from the Mono Sheriff’s Depart-
ment detailing cuts to deputy patrol 
hours. 

Hours will be cut from 6 a.m.-12 
a.m. to noon to 12 a.m. with call-
out service for the other 12 hours. 
(See “Law enforcement cutbacks for 
Mono” in the May 7 edition of The 
Sheet.)

The cuts were made clear in the 
press release, but not its impe-
tus. The first sentence of the press 
release states, “The Mono County 
Sheriff’s Office experienced substan-
tial fiscal reductions to its budget 
due to the economic downturn of 
recent years. Our budget for this fis-
cal year (15/16) is two-thirds of what 
it was just five years ago.”

“The press release made my 
phone ring off the hook,” Mono 
County Supervisor Tim Fesko told 
Mono County Sheriff Ingrid Braun 
at the Board of Supervisors meeting 
Tuesday, May 10. Constituents were 
blaming Supervisors for cutting the 
Sheriff’s Department budget that led 
to the reduction in service hours.

He called it an “injustice” to infer 
that the county was to blame for the 
cuts, whether intentional or not. 

The reduction is due to [lack of] 
recruitment not the budget, Fesko 
added. 

The Sheriff apologized to the 
board for not making the press 
release clearer. An additional release 
may be issued to clarify. She said she 
likes to keep the press releases short 
and to the point to accommodate 
modern (short) attention spans

Braun explained that while the 
budget has been cut, the true reason 
for the reduction is the lack of suc-
cessfully recruiting new lateral, or 
trained, deputies. There are current-
ly six vacancies, leaving 10 deputies, 
but another is on light duty because 
of an injury, bringing the total to 
nine out of 16 positions.

Braun said she intended “budget” 
in the press release to relate more to 
the salaries offered, not the depart-
ment’s purse. Mono County Sheriff’s 
pay deputies less than neighbor-
ing law enforcement agencies, like 
Mammoth Lakes Police or Inyo 
County Sheriff’s Department ac-

cording to Braun.
A big stumbling block to recruit-

ment is the amount Mono depu-
ties pay into the California Public 
Employees’ Retirement System 
(CalPERS). In the last round of con-
tract negotiations, deputies agreed 
to contribute 16-percent, up from 
9-percent in exchange for an in-
crease in salaries. 

Retention is not so much a prob-
lem, says the Sheriff. One deputy 
was set on moving to Mammoth 
Lakes Police Dept. for more pay but 
it also would have meant more over-
time, so he decided to stay a deputy. 

Finding qualified personnel is 
not unique to Mono County but a 
statewide problem. But recruitment 
to Mono County can be challengo-
ing just because you’re not going to 
easily find someone who’s relocating 
within commuting distance of their 
exiusiting residence. Most have to 
commit to a complete life change to 
take the job. 

In-house training is a possible, yet 
expensive answer to the recruiting 
problem. To qualify as a Sheriff’s 
deputy in California, a candidate 
must successfully pass Peace Of-
ficer Standards and Training (POST) 
in addition to one-year of on the 
job training. The hands-on portion 
could be completed with Mono 
Sheriff’s, but during that time, the 
candidate is a body that has to get 
paid but is not ready to perform any 
official tasks. And, there’s no way 
of knowing if the candidate will be 
loyal to Mono or take his/her new-
found experience to another, better 
paying agency, according to Braun.

The department is being picky 
about who it’s going to sign on. 
Braun said there have been quali-
fied applicants, but not necessarily a 
good fit for Mono County.

“We’re going to hire a body just to 
have a body,” Braun said.

PRESS RELEASE CLEAN UP ON AISLE 7? 
USE BRAUNY!
By Bodine



 6  I   ELECTION                                            www.thesheetnews.com                  THE SHEET  I  Saturday, May 14, 2016

Cert. Arb. # WE-9537A • CA D-49 Lic.# 976309 • Bonded & Insured
Tree Removal • Tree Pruning • Lot Clearing

Serving Mammoth, Bishop & June Lake

760-709-6893
www.skylinearborist.com

FORUM OR AGAINST ‘EM? 
Mammoth Council candidates step out in public

The first forum for Mammoth 
Town Council Candidates was 
held on Tuesday, May 10 at the 

Sierra Center Mall and hosted by 
Kathleen and Paul Rudder.

Cleland Hoff, Bill Sauser, Jennifer 
Burrows and potential (he hasn’t sub-
mitted papers yet) write-in candidate 
Brent Truax answered questions from 
a panel of community members and 
from the audience. 

Candidates were mostly quizzed 
about what their priorities were, what 
projects they would support and how 
they would combat, as Bill Sauser put 
it, “analysis paralysis.”

Mammoth’s identity as a “resort” or 
a “community,” was discussed, with 
the phrase “resort community” being 
the middle ground most of the can-
didates settled on. Jennifer Burrows 
referred to the dynamic as a “trifecta,” 
saying that Mammoth needs “com-
munity, Mountain and business all 
working together as one.”

Bill Sauser took a pro-resort stance, 
saying, “Without the tourist dollar, we 
don’t have a Vons, Rite Aid, hospital…
I remember a day when we didn’t 
have doctor services. The resort pro-
vides us with things that, as a town of 
7,000, we would not have otherwise.”

Audience member Dawn Lazar 
asked what the candidates would 
do for the children and families of 
Mammoth Lakes, saying that many 
activities were unaffordable for many 
families. “Why can’t we take care of 
our own? Why do we have to take care 
of the tourists?” she asked. 

Sauser said Mammoth needed 
tourist dollars to provide for the com-
munity. “I work my tail off to drive 
the tourism base so we can have even 
greater things for our kids.”

Hoff agreed with Sauser, saying that 
“there is no lack of things for [her 
16 year old son] to do, nor has there 
been through his entire life here…I 

By Rea

do support children and all the differ-
ent ways that they grow up … how-
ever, as Bill said, we need to build that 
infrastructure.” 

Burrows, who has children of her 
own, reiterated her “trifecta” state-
ment and said that “we need to have 
a place for our kids, and that’s the 
purpose of the Multi-Use Facility.” 

When Mammoth Mountain Ski 
Area Vice President Ron Cohen asked 
candidates if the M.U.F was their 
“number one priority” for Capital 
Improvements in the town, Jennifer 
Burrows said that the new Police 
Station was her first priority, but 
that the M.U.F was “one of [her] top 
priorities.” She said the Town would 
save money on the approximately 
$30,000 per year in rent they are 
currently paying the school for the 
ice rink once the M.U.F is built. Real 
estate mogul Paul Rudder responded, 
“Being against paying rent hurts the 
feelings of your moderator.” 

Sauser said “Since Town Council 
has made [the M.U.F] a priority, it is 
time to move forward with it and not 
stop after spending a couple hundred 
thousand dollars on planning…I 
would not like to see, one more time, 
a few hundred thousand dollars down 
a rat hole.”

Truax, whose wife Betsy is Chair of 
the Town’s Recreation Commission, 

emphasized that building an Events 
Center in Mammoth is a priority. 
Truax said that Mammoth’s current 
community center is woefully inad-
equate, and that “The kids are hitting 
the ceiling on the high beam in our 
community center doing acrobatics.”

Though the M.U.F will be built be-
fore the proposed community center 
(which currently has no funding) 
Truax said, “I encourage and support 
the Environmental Impact Report [for 
the M.U.F] and as soon as I see that 
back, I support moving ahead.” 

Hoff said, “The community has got 
to prioritize things that I refer to as 
‘growing food’ [versus] ‘candy.’

“When it comes to the M.U.F, show 
me the money. I want to know that we 
have the financial ability to make that 
wonderful.”

Hoff took the most daring stance on 
several other issues as well. She stated 
that she was “not a big fan of TBID 
[Tourism Business Improvement 
District],” and also refused to answer 
Paul Oster’s question about what she 
would do with Sierra Star golf course, 
saying that “statements made about 
that property, when you’re running as 
a candidate, can actually come back 
and bite you.”

All the candidates agreed that 
Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) 
enforcement was a priority in re-
sponse to audience member Sandy 
Hogan’s question about that issue, 
and everyone said they would fund 
Arts and Culture when Juliana Olinka 
wondered about support. 

Audience member Carrie Guerriero 
asked if there was a danger in being 
a one industry economy, and Truax 
said “that comes back to the core of 
what we need to do for this town. We 
need to be a 10 month a year econo-
my. I’ve got people who work for me 

[at Sierra Nevada Resort] with three 
jobs. We need to have enough base 
economy for them to have a full time 
job to stay here.” 

Audience member Jennifer Langlo 
Sheldon asked “What are the top 
three priorities for each candidate?”

Cleland Hoff responded, “Police 
Station, TOT enforcement, and even 
though its not very glamorous I’ll be 
looking forward to when we get our 
solid waste transfer station figured 
out.”

Brent Truax said his top priorities 
were “Town governance, economic 
prosperity, and infrastructure within 
the community.”

Bill Sauser stressed the importance 
of a “Budget. A conservative and bal-
anced budget. Levels of employees in 
each department, levels of service. We 
have looked at prioritizing great proj-
ects we can’t afford. Better working 
relationship with the county. We’re in 
this together. We cannot be our own 
little ivory tower.”

Jennifer Burrows said her top three 
issues were the “Police Station, af-
fordable housing and the M.U.F.”

The Sheet asked the candidates if 
they ordered their lawn signs through 
local businesses in town and whether 
candidate Burrows noticed that her 
name was misspelled “Jennnifer” on 
her signs. She responded that she 
had been informed by Truax the day 
before the forum, and that she had 
new signs on the way. She went with 
“whoever was fastest,” while the other 
candidates replied that they had 
ordered their signs through Bluebird 
Imaging (Hoff and Sauser), Maverick 
and Alpine signs (Truax). 

In their closing remarks, Sauser en-
couraged the audience to “seek each 
one of us out,” and told people to “Be 
involved…only you can create good 
government.”

Burrows said she would like the 
“opportunity to make this an even 
better pace for our community, our 
kids, and to invite people in. I would 
like the opportunity to reunite us.”

Hoff said she would “keep [her] eye 
on the goal no matter what issues 
come up. Mammoth is great.”

In his closing statement, Truax 
choked up, saying, “I really want to 
make this a good place for my daugh-
ter to grow up.” Hoff then gave Truax 
an encouraging pat on the back. 

From left: Brent Truax, Cleland Hoff, Jennifer Burrows, Bill Sauser 
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Up until now, all of the 

reductions have been on 

the City of Los Angeles.

”

“

- James Yannotta
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After a presentation to the board 
by Dr. Harrington on current drought 
conditions and the amount of water 
allotment baselines historically going 
back to 1981, Los Angeles Aqueduct 
Manager Jim Yannotta spoke to the 
board saying that the drought con-
ditions of the past several years “…
appears to be the new normal and we 
need to move forward with a con-
servation mindset.” He went on to 
say that “LADWP 
proposed a fair and 
reasonable plan … 
and the program 
is a water conser-
vation measure 
only to be used in 
successive drought 
years. We believe it 
is more than fair.”

The plan offered 
by LADWP for 
irrigation reduc-
tion is a one-page 
document. It gives 
percentages of re-
ductions based on 
designation of “be-
low normal”, “dry,” 
and “critically dry years.” LADWP’s 
plan was based on data from the San 
Joaquin and Sacramento Valley Water 
indexes and would reduce irrigation 
and mitigation water by as much as 
30 percent depending on the degree 
of severity in consecutive years of 
drought. 

Later, during public comment, 
Inyo-Mono Agriculture Commission-
er Nathan Reade told supervisors that 
there is a big difference between the 
San Joaquin Valley and San Fernando 
Valley Water Indexes and how Inyo 
County can respond to changing con-
ditions. He cited that the other two 
valleys have completely different eco-
nomic models that give them greater 
flexibility to respond to water reduc-
tions than Inyo and Mono Counties. 
He went on to cite the double-digit ag 
lease losses in Inyo and Mono Coun-
ties for 2014 of 15% and 23%, with 
preliminary numbers for 2015 looking 
to be in the double-digit loss category 
as well. 

First District Supervisor Dan 
Totheroh expressed his concern for 
local ranchers and the threat to “their 
way of life.”

Harrington noted that the regu-
lar irrigation allotment under the 
LTWA is more than 46,000 acre feet 

and, if a 30 percent cut were made, 
less than 32,000 acre feet would be 
allotted. Last year, despite being the 
driest year on record, approximately 
40,000 acre feet was used. He went 
on to say that the LTWA provides a 
way to consider irrigation reduction 
when there is insufficient water to 
meet all the needs during successive 
dry years that calls for the Technical 
Group to evaluate the existing condi-

tions and imple-
ment a program 
for reasonable 
reductions if—
and it is a big 
“if”—the pro-
gram is approved 
by both the 
County Board of 
Supervisors and 
the Department 
of Water and 
Power through 
the Standing 
Committee. The 
county supervi-
sors flatly are 
refusing to give 
up what they 

consider is the ability and authority 
to respond to their constituents’ con-
cerns and interests over a multi-year 
reduction plan. 

Yannotta insists that the plan is de-
signed to help Inyo County ranchers 
better prepare and plan for reduc-
tions. “Up until now, all of the reduc-
tions have been on the City of Los 
Angeles,” he said. “All we are asking is 
to follow the terms of the water agree-
ment.”

Fourth District Supervisor Mark 
Tillemans responded that “We are 
suffering from a 100-year man-made 
drought and that he could not see 
how the LADWP plan is reasonable 
“when there are so many acres of land 
not being irrigated.” He, as with other 
supervisors, is increasingly dissatis-
fied with the department’s failure to 
increase the water tables in the coun-
ties to baseline and to finish agreed-
upon mitigation projects.

There appears to be little chance for 
agreement between Inyo County and 
Los Angeles at Thursday’s Standing 
Committee.

 

WATER
continued from page 1

Wildlife One (Steve Searles) was unable 
to respond. Searles told The Sheet that 
he was not notified of the emergency. 
“My number is [760] 937.BEAR. Please 
save the number, call me directly. 
When I’m notified I will always try to 
help my community in any way I can.” 

The couple had also called 911 but 
no police responded. Mono County 
Sheriff Ingrid Braun told The Sheet 
that the dispatcher did not notify 
MLPD and was subsequently coun-
seled about the error. “We regret the 
suffering witnessed by the good sa-
maritans who attempted to rescue the 
deer,” Braun wrote in an e-mail.   

“Obviously the last thing I wanted to 
do was go in that water,” said Salz-
mann, “because I know what that 
water is.” Salzmann is trained as a life-
guard and in swift water rescue. “We 
just got to the point where the deer 
was starting to go under…so I started 
getting ready to go in. I’m not going to 
watch it drown.” 

Salzmann said that he was able to 
grab the deer and  that Turner was 
able to pull both him and the deer out. 
However, “We got minimal response. 
Trying to do rescue breathing on a deer 
is rather difficult and something that 
may not be safe, but Dave did attempt 
that, and that’s pretty impressive,” 
Salzmann said. 

“After a while Tawny got a towel and 
we tried warming the deer up and 
trying to get it to come around and 
it didn’t. We were just standing there 
shivering. Then we just went our own 

ways. And didn’t really say a word.” 
Salzmann said a maintenance 

worker arrived, so he left to shower 
and get to work. “When I was driving 
to work, I look over and there was the 
deer [laying] there with my towel on 
top of it and no one around.” 

John Morris, Director of Operations 
at Snowcreek Resort, told The Sheet 
that “it’s always a tragedy to lose any 
wildlife,” and “we’re trying to find out 
as quickly as possible what we’re al-
lowed to put up there so that it doesn’t 
happen again.”

He said there are regulations on 
what type of barrier materials might 
be allowed so that they do not obstruct 
views. He also noted that deer are able 
to jump very high fences. 

“On the one hand we appreciate the 
fact that they made an effort to [save 
the deer],” said Morris. “On the other 
hand we would ask the public to call 
us if something happens…obviously 
we don’t want a bad situation getting 
worse. It’s private property. No Tres-
passing signs are posted. But I under-
stand why they did it and I can’t say 
that I blame them.”

Morris said that anyone who sees 
anything of concern on their property 
should call 760.934.3333 to report it. 

When The Sheet asked if it was true 
that a similar incident had occurred 
previously, Morris said he wasn’t sure. 
“I heard there might have been an-
other incident with a deer that was in 
there. Whether it survived or not I don’t 
know.”

DEER
continued from page 1
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Okay guys, let’s give this another shot. There has been one Town Council Candidates Forum. Lawn signs (incorrectly spelled or not) are up all over 
town. We’re now offering a $50 gift certificate to Giovanni’s for the right answer. Currently, it’s a tight race between Truax, Hoff and Matt Lehman.  

By Rea

Once again, can you name all four candidates in the running for Mammoth Town Council? 

SHEET SURVEY

“I don’t even know one. I really don’t pay much attention 
because nothing gets done anyway.”                                        
            
                                 - Darryl Frazer 

“No.”              

                                   - Amy Vevoda

“You got me on that one. A little too much time spent in the 
backcountry I guess.”                                        
                               
                                  - Eric Holland 

“Brian Jones’ wife. And Truax, but I don’t see him as a quali-
fied candidate because he’s a write-in.”                                   
                               
                                 - Jon McGrath 

“The only one I’ve seen out in the community is Hoff.”

                                  - Skyler Kenny 

“I can’t name one. Matthew Lehman?”  
                   
                                       - Jimmy Mattson 
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REMEMBERING SHIRLEY FENDON

Shirley Rae Whorff Fendon passed 
on peacefully, Thursday, April 28, 
2016.

She was at home surrounded by 
her family as they sang her favorite 
hymns,prayed her favorite prayers 
and sent her on her way wrapped in 
love to the next stage of her journey in 
eternal life.

Shirley Rae Whorff was born to 
Mazie and Bill Whorff of Bishop, CA 
in 1933. Bill and Mazie travelled to 
Beverly Hills, CA, for Shirley Rae’s 
birth, returning to Bishop a few 
days later. Shirley Rae grew up in 
Bishop spending her childhood in 
and around her parents’ business, 
the Kittie Lee Inn and Copper Kettle 
restaurant which is depicted today 
in a mural on the south wall of 
Whiskey Creek in Bishop. The Copper 
Kettle became Whiskey Creek in the 
1980s after Sam Walker purchased 
the business. Interestingly, Bill and 
Mazie Whorff’s home sat between 
the Copper Kettle and the Fendon’s 
Furniture building in what is now 
the patio area for the Whiskey Creek 
banquet room. Shirley Rae spent 
a great deal of time playing in and 
around the house and restaurant 
with her childhood friends, several of 
whom were Native American children 
from our local Paiute Tribe. While 
Shirley loved all people and had many 
friends, her friendship with her Paiute 
“brothers and sisters” continued 
throughout her lifetime. She 

considered them some of her dearest 
friends and was deeply honored that 
they considered her their “sister.”

Shirley’s mother and father, Bill and 
Mazie Whorff, her aunt and uncle, 
Chet and Ruthie Janes, as well as 
other extended family members and 
friends were all part of the old Eastern 
Sierra Ski Club. Shirley had many 
fond memories of skiing at McGee 
Mountain on the old Rope Tow, and 

Shirley Rae Whorff Fendon, June 25, 1933-April 28, 2016

see FENDON, page 11

in later years taking the “Weasel” up 
to Mammoth Mountain. Her family 
and friends also loved ice skating on 
Rock Creek Lake with a large bonfire 
and their old cars frequently parked 
nearby on the ice. These were some 
of Shirley Rae’s most loved childhood 
memories.

After high school, Shirley spent 
two years at Stephens College in 
Columbia, MO, returning to Bishop in 
the summer of 1953.

In 1949, after moving from 
Chicago to Ontario, CA, Jerry Fendon 
started making monthly trips to the 
Owens Valley, calling on customers 
throughout Inyo and Mono Counties 
to reupholster their furniture and 
rebuild mattresses from the shop were 
he worked in Ontario. On his travels to 
Bishop, Jerry did a lot of reupholstery 
work for Shirley’s mother, Mazie, in 
her home and the Kittie Lee Inn.

Shirley and Jerry eventually met 
and dated for some time before they 
married in the summer of 1956.

After marrying, Shirley and Jerry 
lived in Ontario while Jerry continued 
to travel to the Eastern Sierra. By 
1958, Jerry and Shirley were back in 
Bishop, where Jerry slowly established 
his local reupholstery business and 
helped Shirley’s father, Bill, cook 
in the Copper Kettle whenever he 
needed him.

Shirley got a job at Continental 
Telephone on Main Street in Bishop as 
an Operator, working the old manual 
switchboard on graveyard shifts and 
helping in the Copper Kettle. In 1960, 
Shirley and Jerry’s first son, Randy, 
was born and Jerry’s shop was getting 

busier. Shirley continued to work 
for the phone company at night and 
helped in the afternoons with the 
bookkeeping and office duties in the 
upholstery shop while Randy played 
nearby in his playpen.

As Jerry and Shirley’s business 
continued to grow, Shirley eventually 
quit the graveyard shifts at the phone 
company, but not before acquiring a 
lot of interesting and fun stories from 
late nights switching phone calls. One 
of the more interesting characters 
she encountered on the switchboard 
was famed Nevada brothel operator 
Joe Conforte. Conforte owned and 
operated the first legal brothel in the 
United States – the Mustang Ranch in 
Storey County Nevada.

Conforte often called one of his 
other brothels near Bishop (Janie’s 
Ranch) just over the state line on 
Highway 6. Shirley put those calls 
through and would have brief 
conversations with him during the 
process of connecting his calls. She 
said he was always “very nice” on the 
phone and she enjoyed their visits.

In 1965, Shirley and Jerry’s second 
son, Bill, was born. Bill was named 
“William Whorff Fendon” after his 
maternal grandfather. With two young 
children, Shirley stayed busy being a 
mother, but she still helped Jerry in 
the upholstery shop and her parents 
in the Copper Kettle.

Shirley brought the boys to work 
with her when they were little and 
they went there each afternoon after 
school. Shirley, Jerry, Randy and 
Bill spent most of their time in and 

Shirley and Jerry Fendon



FENDON
continued from page 10

Medal of Honor Memorial in front 
of the Chamber of Commerce in 
downtown Bishop. Colonel Dunagan 
was one of Shirley’s classmates and 
she was honored to be part of the 
memorial committee.

Shirley enthusiastically supported 
Ted and Lisa Schade’s early work with 
Inyo/Mono County Animal Resources 
and Education (ICARE), making sure 
that Fendon’s Furniture supported 
the annual ICARE fundraisers. She 
also quietly helped many individuals 
in and around Bishop throughout 
her life and rescued countless stray 
animals, often taking them for 
veterinarian services or finding them 
homes.

Shirley and Jerry spent the majority 
of their adult lives running their 
local business, where they delighted 
in the innumerable friendships 
and acquaintances they had over 
the years. Some of Shirley’s dearest 
friends are the staff at Fendon’s 
Furniture, many of who have worked 
with the Fendons for years and  are 
considered part of the family.

In recent years, Shirley tried 
to personally call everyone who 
purchased furniture, mattresses or 
had reupholstery or woodwork done 
at Fendon’s. She loved to thank them 
for their business and to make sure 
they were completely satisfied.

She thoroughly enjoyed these calls 
and had a great time visiting with all 
of Fendon’s customers. Everyone will 
miss having her in the store making 
these calls on a daily basis, visiting 
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around Fendon’s and the Copper 
Kettle for many years - on the same 
property Shirley Rae had grown up on. 
Shirley’s cousins, Susie and Robbie 
Janes and their parents, Ruthie and 
Chet Janes (Shirley’s favorite uncle) 
also spent a lot of time in Bill and 
Mazie Whorff’s home and the Copper 
Kettle. It was a great family gathering 
place with many good friends and 
everyone had a lot of fun times there!

In raising Randy and Bill, Shirley 
was adamant about teaching them 
certain lessons and character 
qualities. These included “Love and 
trust God and let good direct your 
path. Always tell the truth. Always do 
what’s right whether anyone knows 
or not. Treat everyone no matter who 
they are with kindness, respect and 
dignity. Help and protect animals. 
Don’t take yourself too seriously and 
don’t be afraid to laugh at yourself. 
And finally, laugh – a lot!”

After Bill was born and survived a 
nearly fatal illness as an infant, Shirley 
dedicated herself to serving God and 
her church. She and Jerry have been 
members of the Christian Science 
Church in Bishop ever since.

Shirley attended church 
consistently and served faithfully 
in nearly every capacity the church 
offered. She conducted nearly 60 
Christian Science memorial services 
for members of the church, as well 
as for many other families in the 
community who sought her out to do 
their memorials.

The boys grew up, and Shirley and 

Jerry’s business continued growing. At 
the same time, Shirley was genuinely 
passionate about the town she loved 
and serving her community.

She was a founding member of 
the Bishop Mural Society. She loved 
Mule Days and thoroughly enjoyed 
driving visitors and dignitaries around 
the fairgrounds in golf carts each 
year for the Mule Days committee. 
She was on the Laws Railroad 
Museum restoration committee. 
She was integral to the planning 
and implementation of the Kern W. 
(Hudson) Dunagan Congressional 

with customers and telling stories of 
the “old days” in Bishop.

One of Shirley’s favorite sayings was 
“Be kind and sweet to all you meet. Be 
honest and true and that will be you.” 
That is how she will be remembered 
by those who knew her well.

Shirley Rae Whorff Fendon is 
survived by her husband, Jerry 
Fendon, her younger son Bill Fendon 
and his wife Jane Gregg Fendon and 
their children, Willem and Quentin 
Fendon. Also, her older son Randy 
Fendon and his wife, Cheri Fendon 
and their children, Wil Daniels and 
Tucker Fendon, wife Jessica Mattson 
Fendon, and great grandson Colin 
Mattson Fendon.

A celebration of life will be held for 
Shirley Rae Whorff Fendon on Sunday, 
June 12, 2016 at 2pm in the Whiskey 
Creek patio. The Fendon family would 
love to have everyone who knew her 
join them at Whiskey Creek that day 
to share their memories about Shirley 
Rae. Please bring your stories and 
plan to have fun! That is what she 
would want!

In lieu of flowers, please make 
a donation in Shirley’s name to 
any appropriate military veterans 
support organization, ICARE (Inyo/
Mono County Animal Resources 
and Education) or ASPCA (American 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals).

Shirley Fendon
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LICHERS BRING THE HIP TO BISHOP 
By Giles and Rea

Bruce Licher and Karen Nielsen 
Licher, owners and artists at 
Independent Project Press, are 

bringing hands-on art and music to 
the Eastern Sierra. Bruce is the founder 
of IPP, where he produces handmade 
prints using his antique Chandler and 
Price plate presses and Vandercook 219 
Power proofing press.  

As co-director of IPP, Karen also 
works with prints, though her primary 
mediums are painting and photog-
raphy. She plays with light and the 
land, and uses earth to create texture 
and context in her canvas landscapes. 
Since moving to The Eastern Sierra in 
2009, the couple has contributed to the 
local art community by opening The 
Project Room, a small art gallery, and 
starting the annual Downtown Bishop 
Chocolate and Art Walk. “[The art 
scene] is just a little bit hidden,” said 
Karen. “The more we do, the more we 
find out about it. It’s our goal here to 
give light to that.” 

Bruce said he founded Independent 
Project Press in 1982, after graduating 
from UCLA. He began hand-printing 
album covers, postcards, and pro-
motional stamps for his band Sav-
age Republic. His tool of choice, The 
Vandercook printing Press, is just the 
right size for printing vinyl record 
covers. “People were practically giving 
them away for free at that time. I think 
I bought mine for $300. Now they go 
for $10,000, easily. People thought that 
digital would make all of this obsolete, 

but I think that people have a real 
desire to hold something real in their 
hands.” 

Savage Republic was a Post-Punk 
Industrial Band that played on the 
underground circuit in L.A back in the 
early 1980s. “There was really nothing 
quite like it that came before or after.” 
Bruce no longer plays actively with 
Savage Republic, but his record label, 
Independent Project Records, founded 
in 1980, lives on out of Bishop. Bruce 
continues to design album covers, and 
has an impressive collection of re-

cords. His most recent project features 
an intricate, multicolor mandala pat-
tern for the band Red Temple Spirits. 
His work as an album designer has 
earned him two Grammy nominations. 

These days, Bruce and Karen play 
music together. They both play guitar 
in their group SR2. Bruce likes to ac-
company Karen when she paints in 
the desert, and his recent solo work, 
Owens Valley Driving Music, plays off 
of the landscape of the Eastern Sierra. 
“I found a portable solar powered unit 
and 12-track hard disc recorder that al-

lowed me to play and loop my guitar.” 
His method involves tuning a twelve 
string guitar to produce music that 
drones and moves with Karen’s paint-
ings. He recorded the soundtrack for 
Karen’s ongoing exhibit at Cerro Coso 
College Art Gallery in Ridgecrest, titled 
“Voice of the Earth: A Conversation 
About Spirit, Matter & Time.”

 It’s IPP that pays the bills and makes 
the gallery space possible, Bruce 
says. He gave up his office to make 

The Lichers delight Giles with metal letterpress stamps at their studio in Bishop

Bruce and Karen Nielson Licher show Giles metal stamps in their Bishop studio.
   PHOTOS: REA

see LICHERS, page 17

PHOTOS: REA



SHEET  I  May 14, 2016     I 13

the space available. The Project Room 
Gallery opened November 13, 2013. 
The first exhibit featured Cyanotypes 
and Palladium Prints by local artist 
and retired Bishop High chemistry 
teacher Joe Profita. Diane Shirley and 
David Woody, benefactors of the arts at 
Bishop High School, provided funding 
for students to make accordion books 
as part of a summer workshop with 
Profita.

As a former chemistry teacher who is 
passionate about the science of devel-
oping photos, Profita was the perfect 
teacher. The workshop was so success-
ful that the Lichers decided to bring 
more local artists in for collaborative 
printing workshops at their facility. 
Featured artists have included Swall 
Meadows resident Ray T. Dutcher and 
Crowely Lake’s Lori Michelon, whose 
current exhibit “Galaxial Gamines” 
ends this Saturday. Alan Sonneman’s 
exhibit, “In Search of Miracles” will 
be coming to The Project Room on 
Saturday, May 21, and will feature oil 
paintings of the Owens Valley and 
Eastern Sierra. 

 When asked about the rise of digital 
media and how it has affected their 
respective industries, Bruce and Karen 
were unfazed. “A computer can be 
a time-saver … but I also think a lot 
of people want something made by 
hand, and that there is something that 
appeals to people in particular about 
letterpress and vinyl records,” said 
Bruce. Karen added, “There are beauti-
ful inconsistencies in [Bruce’s] work 
that show the history of the metal. 
The same is true of Joe’s work and of 
old time photography. I think we lost 
something when we moved forward, 
but you can always go back and learn 
those older methods.”

In her art, Karen frequently uses her 
hands, whether to collect colorful soils 
(she has a veritable library of earth 
samples) for her paintings, or to spread 
those soils over minimalist canvases. 
She told The Sheet, “I share that with 
Bruce, that I like things, art, to be real. 
For me, that’s the interest and beauty 
in music.” 

Bruce and Karen continue to bring 
real things to The East Side, through 
their music, Independent Project 
Press, and hands on artwork inspired 
by the local landscape.  Their next 
printing workshop will be taught by 
both Bruce and Lori Michelon starting 
June 1. For more information about 
upcoming workshops, exhibits and 
artwork for sale, visit www.indepen-
dentprojectpress.com, or visit The 
Project Room at 186 Willow Street in 
Bishop. 

LICHERS 
continued from page 12

One of Karen Nielsen Licher’s samples of 
earth, gifted from a friend.
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BARS & MUSIC TOWN STUFF
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Happy hour/
Outlaw Saloon. 4-7 p.m. daily and all 
night on Mondays.
Roberto’s 4-6 p.m. Mon.-Thurs.
Austria Hof. 4-7 p.m. Sun.-Thurs.
Fri./Sat. 4-6.
Whitebark Restaurant Bar & Lounge 
Unwind daily drink and food specials 
4-6 p.m. 
Clocktower Cellar happy hour 5-7 
p.m. daily and all day Sunday. $5 
dollar menu items, drink specials. 
Happy hour @ Sushi Rei. 5-6 p.m. 
daily. Half off apps and all-you-can-
eat sushi on Wednesdays.
Happy hour @ The Bistro at 
Snowcreek, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Mon.-Sat.
Mammoth Tavern happy hour 
Tuesday-Sunday 3:30-5 p.m. Closed 
Mondays and closed until May 18 for 
maintenance.
Smokeyard weekend happy hour 4-6 
p.m. in the bar only.
Side Door happy hour daily 3-6 p.m. 
with $12 crepe and panini specials. 
Sundays at the Side Door, half-off 
Moscow and Kentuky Mules. 
Bottomless mimosas @ Side Door.  
Saturday and Sunday. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Mammoth’s famous Slocums happy 
hour 4-6 p.m. 
Giovanni’s Happy Hour, daily 4-6 
p.m. Large pizza and a pitcher of beer 
gets you free wings.
Lakanuki happy hour daily 4:30-
10:30 p.m., $4 margaritas, Mai Tais 
and food discounts. 
McMurry’s Sports Bar in Bishop has 
daily happy hour from 3:30-4:30 p.m.

Friday May 13/
Cosmic Bowling @ the Mammoth 
Rock ‘n Bowl (Sat. also). See weekly 
specials ad p. 7
Stoked! @ Rafters. Rock band from 
Las Vegas featuring vox, guitar, viola 
(!) bass and drums. 10 p.m. 21 and 
over. No cover. 

Saturday, May 14/
Good Livin’ plays the East Side Bake 
Shop.  Music begins @ 6:30 p.m. Chef 
David Scheidt offers Italian cuisine. 

Monday, May 16/
Half Price Sushi at the Westin 
Monache. Best deal (on sushi) in 
town. 

Tuesday, May 17/
Trivia Tuesdays @ Mammoth Brewing 
Co. Bring your game face. 

Wednesday, May 18/
Western Whiskey Wednesdays 
@ Rafters. Boots and flannels 
encouraged. 
Weak Wallet Wednesdays @ 
Mammoth Tavern. Food and drink 
combo specials. 
Margarita Wednesdays @ Robertos. 
Half price specialty margaritas all day.
Bingo @ Mammoth Brewing Co. Free 
unless you drink beer. 

May 19-20/
Skunkdub @ Rafters. 10 p.m. No 
cover. “Lovers Roots Rock Dub 
Reggae” band from Riverside.  21 and 
over. 

May 25/
Supersuckers make a special 
performance on Wednesday, May 25 
@ Rafters. 10 p.m. Free. 21 and over. 

Friday, May 13/
Button Art at the Mammoth 
Lakes Library, 12:30 p.m. Snacks 
provided. For more information call 
760.934.8670. 
Note: Minimum day for Mammoth 
Schools. 
Farmer’s Market, Independence. 
Mairs Market parking lot, 4-7 p.m. 

Saturday, May 14/
Spring into Healthy Habits. The 
public is invited to the First Annual 
Nasüwünü-ti Health Fair 9 a.m. - 1 
p.m. at the Toiyabe Indian Bishop 
Clinic located at 52 Tu Su Lane. Free 
for all ages. For more information, call 
760.873.8461. See sidebar, next page.
Eastern Sierra Audubon COSA Bird 
Walks. Meet @ 8:30 a.m. at the BLM/
Forest Service building. For birders of 
all levels. Contact info@esaudubon.
org. 
ESLT Black Lake Celebration Day. 
In honor of International Migratory 
Bird Day, ESLT and Eastern Sierra 
Audubon Society will celebrate the 
donation of the new Black Lake 
Preserve. Speakers, walking tours, 
birdwatching, catered picnic lunch. 
Limited to 50 guests. Contact Sara 
Kokkelenberg @ sara@eslt.org or call 
760.873.4554 to RSVP.
Mammoth Visitor Center Children’s 
Time. Arts, crafts and stories about 
the Eastern Sierra. 2-3 p.m. 
Open House: Prana Vinyasa Flow 
Teacher Training @ Mammoth 
in Motion. 5:30-7 p.m. Free. 
Reserve your spot online at www.
mammothinmotion.com. 

Sunday, May 15/
Dueling Piano Party at Bishop 
Country Club Golf Course, 6-9 p.m.
Cost is $30. Hilarious all-request 
show, Enchilada dinner buffet, limited 
seating. For more informtion, call 
760.873.5828.
Sierra Club Outing, to Bohler Canyon 
after the fire to monitor regrowth and 
to visit the many arborglyphs among 
canyon aspens, 4 miles round-trip. 
Meet 8:30 a.m. at ML Union Bank 
or 9 behind June Lake Shell station, 
Contact Dick 760.709.5050, or rhihn@
skidmore.edu.
To Mexico With Love Tacos 
Fundraiser. 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. @ First 
Presbyterian Church, 585 Main St. 
Bishop. 
Mono Lake Committee Birding the 
Volcanoes. Meet @ MLC Information 
Center & Bookstore in Lee Vining 
and caravan to destinations. Hike 
approximately 2 miles on easy and 
moderate terrain. Call 760.647.6595 
for more info. Fee required. 

Tuesday, May 17/
The Mono County Board of 
Supervisors will hold a special joint 
meeting with the Mammoth Lakes 
Town Council at 9 a.m. in Suite Z, 
Town Council Chambers. The Board’s 
regular meeting will follow.
Mosaic Art Class @ Jill Kinmont 
Boothe School. 166 Grandview Rd. 
Bishop. Call 760.812.0119 for more 
info. 
Personal Drones! How they work 
and why their use is up in the air 
@ SNARL, 1016 Mt. Morrison Rd. 
Mammoth. 7 p.m. Approximately 1 
hour. Admission is free. Contact Annie 
Barrett at anne.barrett@ucsb.edu 
805.893.5655 or Kim Rose krose@uscb.
edu 805.893.5654.

Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 200 beers

IN HERE, TRUMP IS ANY BILL WITH 
GRANT OR FRANKLIN ON IT

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

• Chicken & Beef Teriyaki
• Tempura • Tonkatsu • Sukiyaki
• Calamari • Sushi
• Full Service Cocktail Bar
   & Lounge

760-872-4801
Open at 5 p.m.

635 N. Main St. 
Bishop

25 years of experience

         japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar
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Nasüwünü-ti Health Fair 

Free for all ages by the Toiyabe 
Indian Health Project. 9 a.m. - 1 
p.m. at the Toiyabe Indian Bishop 
Clinic located at 52 Tu Su Lane. 
“Nasüwünü-ti in Paiute means 
gathering,” says Karen Howard, 
Diabetes Case Manager at Toiyabe. 
“We want to gather together to 
promote health and wellness in our 
community.”

Interactive activities include 
free screenings for blood pressure, 
cholesterol, body mass index, and 
blood glucose; making smoothies 
on the bike blender; planting a 
tomato; learning about and signing 
up for health insurance; and games, 
music, and raffles. There will be 
informational booths highlighting 
services offered by Toiyabe as well as 
health information from county-wide 
agencies.

“We hope to spread awareness 
and improve the health of our 
community by promoting the services 
and resources available at Toiyabe 
and partner health agencies that 
the community can take advantage 
of,” said Serena Johnson, Project 
Coordinator with the Community 
Wellness Program at Toiyabe. 

The mission of Toiyabe Indian 
Health Project is to improve and 
establish programs, policies and 
actions which focus on developing 
and maintaining healthy individuals, 
families and Indian communities.

More information on Toiyabe can 
be found at http://www.toiyabe.
us/ For more information, call 
760.873.8461.

Volunteers and Vendors Needed 
for ESMF

Vendors may still sign up to be a part 
of the inaugural Eastern Sierra Music 
Festival, set to be held the weekend 
of July 22-23 at Bishop’s Tri-County 
Fairgrounds. Deadline for vendor 
applications is May 1. Also seeking 
volunteers to work the event.

Tickets for the festival are on sale now 
and available at the festival’s website, 
WWMusicFest.org.

For more information and a 
downloadable application for vendors 
or volunteers, visit www. WWMusicFest.
org, or call Cheryl Underhill, 
760.920.0106.

Auditions for Merchant of Venice

Sierra Classic Theatre will present 
The Merchant of Venice this summer 
for Shakespeare in the Woods. Audition 
dates: May 16 & 17 6-8 p.m. at The 
Edison Theatre, 100 College Pkwy in 
Mammoth. To schedule an audition 
time and for more information 
e-mail susandalian@gmail.com or 
call 323.394.1920 and visit www.
sierraclassictheatre.com. 

FOI Seeks Funding for Intern

Friends of the Inyo will run a 
campaign on Generosity by Indiegogo 
to raise $5,000 to fund a full-time 
wilderness ranger intern. Position 
will work in areas of the John Muir 
Wilderness. Goal is $5,000 by June 
1. To help, contact Ben Wickham @ 
760.873.6500 or ben@friendsoftheinyo.
org

TOWN STUFF UPCOMING 
Wednesday, May 18/
Adopt a Highway Clean-Up. Join 
Sierra Club ROLG for morning 
clean-up of 2 mile section of Highway 
395. Meet 8 a.m. Crestview Rest 
Area. Equipment and refreshments 
provided. Contact Dick and Joanne 
760.709.5050 rihihn@skidmore.edu. 
Mammoth Lakes Town Council 
meets. 6 p.m. Suite Z. Minaret Mall.
Focus on Results: Professional 
Development @ Ellie Randol Reading 
Room, Mammoth Lakes Library. 7:30 
a.m.-2:30 p.m.  

Thursday, May 19/
Mono Lake Committee Crowley Lake 
Reservoir Birding. Meet at the Green 
Church and caravan to destinations. 
Call 760.647.6595.
Friends of Himalayan Sherpa 
People are holding a Nepali Dinner 
and Slideshow, beginning at 6 
p.m. at the Lee Vining Community 
Center. For more information, call 
760.387.2122 or visit http://www.
friendsofhimalayansherpapeople.org.
See sidebar, this page. 

Friday, May 20/
Bike to work day. Go on. Leave the 
car. 
Mono Lake Bird Walk from 8 a.m.-
10 a.m. @ Mono Lake Park 51365 
Highway 395, Lee Vining. 

Saturday, May 21/ 
Mammoth Visitor Center Children’s 
Time @ 2 p.m. Mammoth Welcome 
Center. 
Join Sierra Club, Range of Light 
Group and the Friends of the Inyo for 
a special, half-hike, half-drive outing 
to explore and promote this proposed 
Inyo National Forest Wilderness area, 
the northern half of the Ansel Adams 

AT THE MOVIES

Minaret Cinemas                              

Captain America: Civil War (PG-13): “The movie event of the summer.” We’ll 
see. 

Eye in the Sky (R): The young dude from “Breaking Bad” and the sorely missed 
Alan Rickman star in a drama about top secret drone operations. 

                                Info: www.mammothlakesmovies.com/760.934.3131. 
*Customer appreciation day is back! Tuesdays all seats $6

CALENDAR PAGES SPONSORED BY:

Potential Wilderness Addition (PWA), 
also known as “Horse Meadows.” 
People with 4WD needed. Contact 
Jora, at jora@friendsoftheinyo.org, or 
Dick, at 760.709.5050.
Big Pine: Neighborhood Garage Sale 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. in down town Big Pine. 

Sunday, May 22/
Celebrate Endangered Species 
Day from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the 
Mammoth Lakes Wellness Center, 
2510 N. Main St. Bring your own 
pre-washed T-shirt and Julie Rolfe 
will stencil her endangered species 
artwork on it for a donation. For 
more information, contact Ginnie 
Chadwick ginniebeth@me.com or 
Erin Nordin erin_nordin@fws.gov
Mono Lake Committee Twilight 
Birding and Owling walk. Meet 
@ Mono Lake County Park, bring 
binoculars and a flashlight if you have 
them. Call 760.647.6595 for more 
information. 6-10 p.m. 

Monday, May 23/
Bishop City Council Meeting @ 
Bishop City Hall. 377 W. Line St. 7-9 
p.m. 

Tuesday, May 24/
SNARL Lecture: A Century of Science 
in Yosemite National Park. Dr. Jan 
Van Wagtendonk, Research Scientist 
Emeritus, Yosemite. 7 p.m. @ SNARL 
1016 Mt. Morrison Rd. Admission is 
free. Contact Annie Barrett at anne.
barrett@ucsb.edu 805.893.5655 
or Kim Rose krose@uscb.edu 
805.893.5654.

May 25-29 
Mammoth Lakes Film Festival. 
5 Days. 50 Films. www.
mammothlakesfilmfestival.com. 

Inyo County Poll Volunteers 
Needed

Inyo County Elections is currently 
recruiting poll workers for upcoming 
elections. Poll workers are a critical part 
of the election process. What a great 
opportunity to serve your community! 
Please join us for this rewarding 
experience.

Poll worker requirements:
Must be a registered voter in the 

State of California or lawfully admitted 
for permanent residence in the 
United States, as specified, and who is 
otherwise eligible to register to vote, 
except for his or her lack of United 
States citizenship. Must be available to 
work on Election Day from 6:00 a.m. 
until 9:00 p.m. or until all of the closing 
procedures have been completed.

Must be available to attend a 
mandatory training class.

For more information call 
760.878.0222.

Himalayan Sherpa People Nepali 
Dinner

Friends of Himalayan Sherpa 
People are holding a Nepali Dinner 
and Slideshow, beginning at 6 p.m. on 
Thursday, May 19 at the Lee Vining 
Community Center and at 5 p.m. 
on Monday, May 23 at Mountain 
Rambler Brewery in Bishop. Chef 
Katie will be preparing a Nepali 
dinner which will be offered as a 
special on the menu for $10. All 
proceeds from these dinners, and all 
other donations, will go to Friends 
of Himalayan Sherpa People for 
health and education projects in the 
villages and the purchase of 150 home 
cooking stoves. For more information, 
call 760.387.2122 or visit http://www.
friendsofhimalayansherpapeople.org.

Kids art on display

Inyo Council for the Arts is exhibiting 
student art from seven Inyo County 
schools through May 19. This year’s 
exhibit includes student work 
in graphic arts, drawing and painting, 
linoleum block carving and printing, 
and ceramics. A reception is planned 
for May 4 from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Anyone 
interested in participating in the school 
programs as instructor or volunteer, 
please contact Debbe Eilts at Inyo 
Council for the Arts 760.873.8014. Inyo 
Council for the Arts is open 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Monday through Friday. The Office 
and Gallery are located at 137 S. Main 
Street, Bishop.

Puzzle Donations Encouraged

Mary at the Mammoth library had 
the great idea of setting out puzzles for 
patrons to put together.  Well, patrons 
love it.  We have gone through several 
puzzles already and don’t want to keep 
reusing the same ones over and over.  
So, if you have puzzles you would like 
to donate, please send to the Mammoth 
library.

Snowcreek Driving Range Open

Driving range open daily, 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Bring your quarters. 
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Notice Inviting Bids Notice Inviting Bids
The Town of Mammoth Lakes will receive sealed bids 
for the work shown on the plans entitled:

2016 NORTH VILLAGE RAMP IMPROVEMENTS

In the Town of Mammoth Lakes for
The Town of Mammoth Lakes, California
Bids will be received at the Office of the Town Clerk of 
the Town of Mammoth Lakes located at:
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite R,
Mammoth Lakes, California  93546
until 2:00 PM on Wednesday, June 1st, 2016 at which 
time they will be publicly opened and read.

Proposal forms and Contract Documents for this work 
are included in the specifications. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Project includes demolition 
and reconstruction of five (5) sidewalk ramps to 
bring them into ADA compliance, the demolition and 
reconstruction of a section of sidewalk and adding a 
metal bar across a storm drain inlet. The engineer’s 
estimate for this project is between $55,000 and 
$60,000.  The work includes full compliance with 
all applicable laws, rules and regulations.  The work 
shall be completed within the time set forth in the 
Contract.

A non-mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held at the 
conference room at the Town Offices on Tuesday, May 
24th, 2016 at 2:00 PM, located at 437 Old Mammoth 
Road, Suite R, Mammoth Lakes, California.  
The contractor shall have a valid Class A Contractor 
license, a Driver’s License, and a current Business 
Tax Certificate and shall maintain all required 
licenses throughout the duration of the Contract. The 
Contractor shall demonstrate his qualifications by 
having adequate equipment in good working order, 
experience, and ability to perform work.  The Town 
will be the sole judge as to the qualifications of each 
bidder.  

Pursuant to Labor Code Section 1771.1(a), a 
contractor or subcontractor shall not be qualified 
to bid on, be listed in a bid proposal (subject to the 
requirements of Section 4104 of the Public Contract 
Code), or engage in the performance of any contract 
for public work, as defined in Chapter 1 of Part 7 
of Division 2 of the Labor Code, unless currently 
registered with the Department of Industrial Relations 
and qualified to perform public work pursuant to 
Section 1725.5.  
However, an unregistered contractor may submit 
a bid that is authorized by Section 7029.1 of the 
Business and Professions Code or by Sections 10164 
or 20103.5 of the Public Contract Code, provided that 
the contractor is registered to perform public work at 
the time the contract is awarded.

Plans and specifications may be obtained for a 
NONREFUNDABLE FEE as listed below: 

Description, Plans & Specifications (incl. bid forms)
can be picked up at the Town Offices $25.00. 
Shipped UPS, FedEx, or US Mail $25.00.
Town of Mammoth Lakes Offices are located at
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite R, Mammoth Lakes, 
California 93546.
To order the plans and specifications by telephone 
call Sierra Shultz at (760) 934-8989 ext. 282.  Plans 
and specifications will be available on the Town of 
Mammoth Lakes web site. Email Sierra Shultz at 
sshultz@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov to obtain a link 
to download the bid package. 

Please provide all bidder contact information 
including name, affiliation, phone number, fax 
number, and email address in order to be added to the 
bidders list. Electronic versions of the bid package will 
only be provided to prospective bidders that provide 
all of the required information.

The Town of Mammoth Lakes hereby notifies all 
bidders that it will affirmatively ensure that in any 
contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, 
disadvantaged business enterprises will be afforded 
full opportunity to submit bids in response to this 
invitation and will not be discriminated against 
on the grounds of race, color, or national origin in 
consideration for an award.

This project is subject to compliance monitoring 
and enforcement by the California Department of 
Industrial Relations.  Pursuant to Section 1773 of the 
Labor Code, the general prevailing wage rates have 
been determined by the Director of the California 
Department of Industrial Relations. 
These wages are set forth in the General Prevailing 
Wage Rates for this project, available at Town offices.  
Future effective general prevailing wage rates, which 
have been predetermined and are on file with the 
California Department of Industrial Relations are 
referenced but not printed in the general prevailing 
wage rates.  A copy of the rates shall be posted by the 
successful bidder at the job site.  
The successful bidder and all subcontractor(s) under 
him shall comply with all applicable Labor Code 
provisions, which include but are not limited to the 
payment of not less than the required prevailing wage 
rates to all worked employed by them in the execution 
of the Contract, the employment of apprentices, the 
hours or labor and the debarment of contractors and 
subcontractors.

Pursuant to Public Contract Code section 22300, the 
successful bidder may substitute certain securities for 
funds withheld by the Town to ensure performance 
under the Contract.

The Contract will be awarded to the responsible 
bidder submitting the lowest responsive bid on the 
base bid alone.  The Town reserves the right to waive 
any informality or irregularity in a bid. The Town of 
Mammoth Lakes reserves the right to reject any and/
or all bids, or to utilize any alternative procedures 
authorized by the Public Contracts Codes Sections 
20166 and 20167. 

       PUBLIC NOTICES 

Public Hearing Notice

PERSONALS

Submission of a bid shall be deemed conclusive 
evidence that the bidder has thoroughly examined 
the plans, specifications and the site of all work and 
the bid takes all costs into account.  Each bid shall 
remain good for a minimum of sixty (60) days after 
bid opening.

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, CALIFORNIA

Jamie Gray, TOWN CLERK
DATED:  May 6, 2016 

TS #2016-0059

Notice Inviting Bids
The Town of Mammoth Lakes will receive sealed bids 
for the work shown on the plans entitled:

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES NEW POLICE DE-
PARTMENT HEADQUARTERS

In the Town of Mammoth Lakes for
The Town of Mammoth Lakes, California
Bids will be received at the Office of the Town Clerk of 
the Town of Mammoth Lakes located at:
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite R,
Mammoth Lakes, California  93546
until 4pm on June 2, 2016 at which time they will be 
publicly opened and read.

Proposal forms and Contract Documents for this work 
are included in the specifications. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Project includes the con-
struction of a New Police Headquarters to be located 
at 280 Thompsons Way. The 5300SF timber structure 
includes public and private spaces such as offices, 
meeting rooms, holding cells, and storage areas. The 
project includes site work such as concrete curbs 
and sidewalks, asphalt concrete paving, and minor 
drainage improvements.  The engineer’s estimate to 
complete the base bid minus alternates is between 
$2,200,000 and $2,300,000.  The work includes full 
compliance with all applicable laws, rules and regula-
tions.  The work shall be completed within the time 
set forth in the Contract.

A non-mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held at the 
conference room at the Town Offices on May 19, 2016 
at 10:00AM, located at 437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite 
R, Mammoth Lakes, California. 
 
The contractor shall have a valid Class A Contractor 
license, a Drivers License, and a current Business Tax 
Certificate and shall maintain all required licenses 
throughout the duration of the Contract. The Contrac-
tor shall demonstrate his qualifications by having ad-
equate equipment in good working order, experience, 
and ability to perform work.  The Town will be the sole 
judge as to the qualifications of each bidder. 
 
Pursuant to Labor Code Section 1771.1(a), a contrac-
tor or subcontractor shall not be qualified to bid on, 
be listed in a bid proposal (subject to the require-
ments of Section 4104 of the Public Contract Code), or 
engage in the performance of any contract for public 
work, as defined in Chapter 1 of Part 7 of Division 2 of 
the Labor Code, unless currently registered with the 
Department of Industrial Relations and qualified to 
perform public work pursuant to Section 1725.5.  
However, an unregistered contractor may submit a 
bid that is authorized by Section 7029.1 of the Busi-
ness and Professions Code or by Sections 10164 or 
20103.5 of the Public Contract Code, provided that the 
contractor is registered to perform public work at the 
time the contract is awarded.

Plans and specifications may be obtained for a 
NONREFUNDABLE FEE as listed below:  

Description, Plans & Specifications (incl. bid forms)
can be picked up at the Town Offices $25.00. 
Shipped UPS, FedEx, or US Mail $25.00
Town of Mammoth Lakes Offices located at
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite R, Mammoth Lakes, 
California 93546.
To order the plans and specifications by telephone 
call (760) 934-8989, or fax (760) 934-8608.  Plans and 
specifications will be available for free on the Town 
of Mammoth Lakes website. Please email hhayes@
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov to be placed on the Bid-
ders List and receive download instructions. The Town 
requests all bidder information including project 
name, company name, contact name and title, phone 
number, fax number, and email address, when mak-
ing a request for the bid package. 

Each bid must be accompanied by a certified or 
cashier's check payable to the order of the Town of 
Mammoth Lakes, or by a bid bond in the sum of not 
less than 10% of the total amount of the bid, as a 
guarantee that the bidder will enter into the proposed 
contract if it be awarded him/her.  A labor and materi-
als bond and faithful performance bond each equal 
to 100% of the bid are required to be provided by the 
awarded contractor.  All bonds shall be executed by an 
admitted surety insurer meeting the requirements of 
California Code of Civil Procedure Section 995.120.

Technical questions should be directed to Haislip 
Hayes at the Office of the Director of Public Works, 
Town of Mammoth Lakes, California, telephone (760) 
934-8989 ext.254or fax (760) 934-8608.  Oral clarifica-
tions are non-binding and any changes shall be issued 
by written addenda only.

This project is subject to compliance monitoring and 
enforcement by the California Department of Indus-
trial Relations.  Pursuant to Section 1773 of the Labor 
Code, the general prevailing wage rates have been 
determined by the Director of the California Depart-
ment of Industrial Relations. These wages are set forth 
in the General Prevailing Wage Rates for this project, 
available at Town offices. 

 Future effective general prevailing wage rates, which 
have been predetermined and are on file with the 
California Department of Industrial Relations are ref-
erenced but not printed in the general prevailing wage 
rates.  A copy of the rates shall be posted by the suc-
cessful bidder at the job site.  The successful bidder 
and all subcontractor(s) under him shall comply with 
all applicable Labor Code provisions, which include 
but are not limited to the payment of not less than the 
required prevailing wage rates to all worked employed 
by them in the execution of the Contract, the employ-
ment of apprentices, the hours or labor and the 
debarment of contractors and subcontractors.

Pursuant to Public Contract Code section 22300, the 
successful bidder may substitute certain securities for 
funds withheld by the Town to ensure performance 
under the Contract.

The Contract will be awarded to the responsible 
bidder submitting the lowest responsive bid on the 
base bid minus all alternates.  The Town reserves the 
right to waive any informality or irregularity in a bid. 
The Town of Mammoth Lakes reserves the right to 
reject any and/or all bids, or to utilize any alternative 
procedures authorized by the Public Contracts Codes 
Sections 20166 and 20167.  Submission of a bid shall 
be deemed conclusive evidence that the bidder has 
thoroughly examined the plans, specifications and 
the site of all work and the bid takes all costs into ac-
count.  Each bid shall remain good for a minimum of 
sixty (60) days after bid opening.

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, CALIFORNIA

Jamie Gray, TOWN CLERK
DATED:  May 6, 2016 

TS #2016-0060

Notice Inviting Bids

I saw you ... spell your name a very 
interesting way. It’s a lot nicer than what 
people call me. Dickkk. 

In search of ... someone to make me a 
campaign sign. Question: Do you charge 
by the letter? 

I saw you ... performed mouth to snout. 
As a kid, were you nicknamed Thumper? 

I saw you ... left part of a mouse by my 
bed this morning. But why’d you leave the 
tail? That’s the best part. 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL 
DISTRICT CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION OF THE 
2016-2017 DISTRICT AND SB 270 BUDGETS AND 
ORDER

The Governing Board of the Great Basin Unified Air 
Pollution Control District will conduct a 2nd public 
hearing for the purpose of considering adopting the 
District’s annual budgets and proposed California 
Health and Safety Code Section 42316 (SB 270) order 
for the 2016-2017 fiscal year and providing the public 
with an opportunity to comment on the proposed 
budgets and order. 
The District has prepared a summary of its proposed 
total annual budget for the 2016-2017 fiscal year, 
including a schedule of fees and proposed order to 
be imposed by the District to fund its programs. It 
should be noted that a portion of the budget is funded 
through an order authorized by California Health and 
Safety Code Section 42316, which requires the City 
of Los Angeles to pay fees to the District based on an 
estimate of the actual costs to the District of its activi-
ties associated with the development of mitigation 
measures and related air quality analysis associated 
with the air quality impacts of the City of Los Angeles’ 
water diversion, conveyance and storage activities. A 
copy of the budget summaries is available for inspec-
tion at the District office at the address shown below. 
The FY 2016-2017 District (non-SB 270) budget may 
include an automatic adjustment to permit fees to 
account for changes in the California Consumer Price 
Index.  

The public hearing will be conducted at a regular 
meeting of the District Governing Board to be held at 
10:00 a.m. on Monday, May 16, 2016, Mono County 
Board of Supervisors Chambers, Mono County 
Courthouse, 2nd Floor, Main Street (U.S. Highway 
395), Bridgeport California.   The public hearing on 
the District’s total annual budgets and proposed order 
is set for 10:05 a.m.  Written comments are invited, 
and should be addressed to the Great Basin Unified 
Air Pollution Control District, 157 Short Street, Bishop, 
California 93514. Written comments received by 5:00 
pm on Wednesday, May 4, 2016, will be included in 
the staff report sent to the Governing Board members. 
Comments may also be made during the public hear-
ing. For further information, call the District’s Board 
Clerk, Tori DeHaven at (760) 872-8211.

TS #2016-0051

Notice Inviting Bids
The Town of Mammoth Lakes will receive sealed bids 
for the work shown on the plans entitled:

TRAILS END PARK PAVILION AND IMPROVEMENTS

In the Town of Mammoth Lakes for
The Town of Mammoth Lakes, California
Bids will be received at the Office of the Town Clerk of 
the Town of Mammoth Lakes located at:
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite R,
Mammoth Lakes, California  93546
until 2:00 PM on Friday, June 3rd, 2016 at which time 
they will be publicly opened and read.

Proposal forms and Contract Documents for this work 
are included in the specifications. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Project includes minor 
earthwork, concrete form work, installation of park 
facility such as benches, tables, signs, and trash cans, 
and the assembly of two 8’x9’ steel shade structures 
and one 24’x24’ steel pavilion. The engineer’s estimate 
for this project is between $90,000 and $100,000.  The 
work includes full compliance with all applicable 
laws, rules and regulations.  The work shall be com-
pleted within the time set forth in the Contract.

A non-mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held at the 
conference room at the Town Offices on May 25th, 
2016 at 2:00 PM, located at 437 Old Mammoth Road, 
Suite R, Mammoth Lakes, California.  
The contractor shall have a valid Class A Contractor 
license, a Driver’s License, and a current Business Tax 
Certificate and shall maintain all required licenses 
throughout the duration of the Contract. The Contrac-
tor shall demonstrate his qualifications by having ad-
equate equipment in good working order, experience, 
and ability to perform work.  The Town will be the sole 
judge as to the qualifications of each bidder. 
 
Pursuant to Labor Code Section 1771.1(a), a contrac-
tor or subcontractor shall not be qualified to bid on, 
be listed in a bid proposal (subject to the require-
ments of Section 4104 of the Public Contract Code), or 
engage in the performance of any contract for public 
work, as defined in Chapter 1 of Part 7 of Division 2 
of the Labor Code, unless currently registered with 
the Department of Industrial Relations and qualified 
to perform public work pursuant to Section 1725.5.  
However, an unregistered contractor may submit a 
bid that is authorized by Section 7029.1 of the Busi-
ness and Professions Code or by Sections 10164 or 
20103.5 of the Public Contract Code, provided that the 
contractor is registered to perform public work at the 
time the contract is awarded.

Plans and specifications may be obtained for a NON-
REFUNDABLE FEE as listed below:  
Description, Plans & Specifications (incl. bid forms)
can be picked up at the Town Offices $25.00. 
Shipped UPS, FedEx, or US Mail $25.00
Town of Mammoth Lakes Offices located at
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite R, Mammoth Lakes, 
California 93546.
To order the plans and specifications by telephone 
call Sierra Shultz at (760) 934-8989 ext. 282.  Plans and 
specifications will be available on the Town of Mam-
moth Lakes web site. Email Sierra Shultz at sshultz@
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov to obtain a link to 
download the bid package. 

Please provide all bidder contact information includ-
ing name, affiliation, phone number, fax number, and 
email address in order to be added to the bidders list. 
Electronic versions of the bid package will only be 
provided to prospective bidders that provide all of the 
required information.
The Town of Mammoth Lakes hereby notifies all 
bidders that it will affirmatively ensure that in any 
contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, 
disadvantaged business enterprises will be afforded 
full opportunity to submit bids in response to this 
invitation and will not be discriminated against on the 
grounds of race, color, or national origin in consider-
ation for an award.

This project is subject to compliance monitoring and 
enforcement by the California Department of Indus-
trial Relations.  Pursuant to Section 1773 of the Labor 
Code, the general prevailing wage rates have been 
determined by the Director of the California Depart-
ment of Industrial Relations. 
These wages are set forth in the General Prevailing 
Wage Rates for this project, available at Town offices.  
Future effective general prevailing wage rates, which 
have been predetermined and are on file with the 
California Department of Industrial Relations are ref-
erenced but not printed in the general prevailing wage 
rates.  A copy of the rates shall be posted by the suc-
cessful bidder at the job site.  The successful bidder 
and all subcontractor(s) under him shall comply with 
all applicable Labor Code provisions, which include 
but are not limited to the payment of not less than the 
required prevailing wage rates to all worked employed 
by them in the execution of the Contract, the employ-
ment of apprentices, the hours or labor and the 
debarment of contractors and subcontractors.

Pursuant to Public Contract Code section 22300, the 
successful bidder may substitute certain securities for 
funds withheld by the Town to ensure performance 
under the Contract.

The Contract will be awarded to the responsible bid-
der submitting the lowest responsive bid based on the 
base bid alone.  The Town reserves the right to waive 
any informality or irregularity in a bid. The Town of 
Mammoth Lakes reserves the right to reject any and/
or all bids, or to utilize any alternative procedures au-
thorized by the Public Contracts Codes Sections 20166 
and 20167.  Submission of a bid shall be deemed 
conclusive evidence that the bidder has thoroughly 
examined the plans, specifications and the site of all 
work and the bid takes all costs into account.  Each 
bid shall remain good for a minimum of sixty (60) 
days after bid opening.

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, CALIFORNIA

Jamie Gray, TOWN CLERK
DATED:  May 13, 2016 

TS #2016-0063

Notice Inviting Bids
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          NO CLASS-IFIEDS
Help Wanted Help Wanted

Sierra Employment Services, Inc is 
hiring for the following positions

Tile setters $18-$25/hr
Receptionist $11-$12/hr

General Laborers $12-$15/hr
Sales Associate  $10-$12/hr

PT Maintenance $12-$15/hr
Precook & line cook $12/hr

Journeyman carpenters $20-$29

Call 760-924-0523 or 760-873-8599
 

See our full joblist online 
www.SierraEmployment.com

The East Side Bake Shop is prepar-
ing to reopen and hiring for all positions, 
particularly bakers and counter associates. 
Cool vibe, great location in McGee Creek. 
Call Elizabeth @ 760.914.2696. 

Grumpy’ s is hiring  experienced wait-
staff. Apply at Grumpy’s Restaurant.

Stellar Brew is hiring for Food Prep and 
Line Cooks. Experience necessary. Fun 
working enviroment, great pay, awesome 
hours. We are looking to fill full time and 
part time positions. Apply in person or e-
mail resume to stellarbrew@gmail.com.

House keeping  position available at 
the Austria Hof Lodge. Call 760.934.2764 
or drop off resume at 924 Canyon Blvd.

 Bleu Handcrafted Foods  is hiring an 
Artisan Bread Baker Hourly Position: Full 
or Part time Year Round. Afternoon bakes 
with shifts starting between 7am and 8am. 
Experience in the field a bonus, however 
will train the right person with a passion 
and dedication for the craft. Email re-
sumes and any pictures of work to theresa-
brocia@yahoo.com or call (760)709-6689.

Mail Delivery Person permanent Part-
Time Individual for Crowley Lake mail 
delivery. This person must be willing to 
work Friday and Saturday 9:30-3:00 pm, 
at a rate of $90.00 per day.D.V.M.,F.B.I., 
and Drug screening required. Excellent 
memory necessary.

The Town of Mammoth Lakes is recruit-
ing for:

               Permanent Positions
•  Finance Director
•  Equipment Mechanic
                 Seasonal Positions
•  Gymnastics/Tumbling Instructor
•  Recreation Coordinator
•  Aquatic Site Coordinator
•  Assistant Aquatic Site Coordinator
•  Lifeguards/Swim Instructors
•  Rec/Summer Camp Leaders & Interns
•  Sports Officials 
•  Crossing Guards
Come and be a part of the exciting Town 

of Mammoth Lakes team and help make 
a difference in our local community! For 
details, please visit the Town’s website: 
http://www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov

Yogurt & Wine Bar Team Member 
We know that the success of a business 
depends on their employees and we are 
excited to create a team of individuals to 
be the start of Good Earth Yogurt. If you 
have an outgoing personality and love 
working with people in a fun upbeat family 
environment, this may be the job for you. 
We are filling full and part time positions. 
Jobs will require flexible hours with the 
ability to work evenings and weekends on 
a regular basis. Basic wine and beer serv-
ing experience a plus!

If you think you are the right fit for this 
fun new business opening in Bishop, 
please send resumes to hello@goo-
dearthyogurt.com. 

For Rent

Commercial Space  for Rent. Appox. 
2000 square feet, great location Old Mam-
moth Road.$2350.00/month. call Russ 
(760)934-6377.

Charming Creekside 2 bedroom in 
Big Pine. Long Term Lease, updated 
kitchen, jacuzzi tub, in-unit washer/
dryer, pellet stove, fenced yard, & storage 
shed. $950.00 a month, 1 1/2 X’s rent for 
deposit. No smoking, No Pets. Call Dave

(818)312-2433.

The Mammoth Museum at the Hayden
Cabin is looking for interested volun-

teers, interns, and part-time employees 
for this summer season. Please email 
robtjoki@gmail.com or call (760)924-7300 
for list of  opportunities.

Dominos is hiring delivery drivers and 
shift managers. Apply in person. All posi-
tions. 760.934.5555. 

The Best Commercial Space  In Mam-
moth Lakes! Appox.1291 Sq. Ft. with 400 
Sq. Ft. of loft space for office. Amenities: 
Loading dock & roll up door entry, onsite 
management,restrooms,heating available, 
snow removal. Other units also available. 
Sure Save Self Storage 86 Commerce Dr. 
Mammoth Lakes (760)934-4583

Sale of Abandoned Property
Sale of Abandoned Property to High-

est Bidder  #323-Herreva-$304.00, #204 
Meegan-$212.00. At Mammoth Mt. Self 
Storage, 120 Sierra Park rd, Mammoth 
Lakes, Ca. 93546. At 10:15 a.m. on 5/16/16. 
Call (760)934-9440 for more info.

Eastern Sierra Transit Authority is 
seeking DRIVERS for the Red’s Meadow 
Shuttle Service.  Must be responsible, 
energetic and have clean driving record. 
Training for a Commercial License, 
Passenger Endorsements and Airbrake 
Certificate is available.

Hourly salary range is: $14.65 to $17.80 
Full and Part-time hours available
Pre-employment and random drug 

screening required.
Also seeking, PASSENGER SERVICES 

AGENT for the Red’s Meadow Shuttle 
Service.

Duties include ticket sales, assist in 
the boarding of passengers and provide 
information on the Reds Meadow Shuttle.  
This position requires strong custom-
ers service skills; computer and Spanish 
Language skills are a plus.  Background 
check and pre-employment drug screen-
ing is required.

Seasonal position 20-40 hrs per week.  
Hourly salary range is: $12.49 - $15.18.  
Applications can be found: online at 

www.estransit.com, Mammoth Office 
(210 Commerce Dr), Bishop Office (703B 
Airport Rd) or call 760-872-1901 ext. 11. 
EEO employer

Food Cache Cafe now has the following 
positions available: part-time line cook, 
part-time dishwasher/prep cook, stop by 
in person to pick up an application at 452 
Old Mammoth Rd. Great employee perks, 
looking for long term and must have some 
kitchen experience. 

Von’s Mammoth Lakes / Job Fair Hiring 
all positions, Positions include: Year round 
employment* Benefits* union scale pay* 
Come join us on Thursday May 19th be-
tween 10am-3pm. Be ready for a interview 
on the spot! Do not forget your resume!

Commercial Space  for Rent. Appox. 400 
square feet, great location. Sheet and High 
Sierra Energy as neighbors. Call Lunch @ 
760.937.4613. 

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person(s) 
Is Doing Business As:

Edelweiss Lodge

Terry and Dawn Schultz
1872 Old Mammoth Rd., P.O. Box 608
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

Jon Finmark
29340 Media Way 
Canyon Country, CA 91387

Randy Finmark
1070 Hacienda Drive
Simi Valley, CA 93065

This business is conducted by a general 
partnership. The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name or names listed above on 
October 8, 2015. 

This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on March 22, 2016     
File Number 16-048
2016-0053  (4/23, 4/30, 5/07, 5/14)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Lucky Dime Press

Kate and Tim Kelly 
879 Rimrock Drive 
Swall Meadows, CA 93514

Mailing:  P.O. Box 1813, 
 Kernville, CA 93238

This business is conducted by co-partners.

Registrant has commenced to transact un-
der the fictitious business name or names 
listed herein beginning March, 2011.

This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on March 29, 2016         
File Number 16-072
2016-0058 (4/30, 5/07, 5/14, 5/21)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Mammoth Getaways

Mark Barnard
2289 Sierra Nevada Rd. , P.O. Box 1085
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by an Individual 
Registrant has not yet begun to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed herein. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on May 5, 2016.  
   
File Number 16-068
2016-0064 (5/14, 5/21, 5/28, 6/04)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Mammoth Getaways
Property Management

Mark Barnard
2289 Sierra Nevada Rd. , P.O. Box 1085
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by an Individual.
Registrant has not yet begun to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed herein. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on May 5, 2016.
    
File Number 16-068
2016-0065 (5/14, 5/21, 5/28, 6/04)

3 Light and Bright,Beautifully furnished 
1 BR ,units avaiable for rent from now until 
12/15/16. Upper units, Very Modern, cus-
tom lounge sofa,stainless steel appliances.
Dishwasher,micowave,oven,etc.Direc 
TV,Blazing fast wifi, and all other utili-
ties included in the Rent. Absolutely No 
smoking and No Pets. $1400. per unit. Will 
consider any time frame within this pe-
riod. Contact Nate Hunter(310)748-4506, 
or nate@cityloancorp.com

On Saturday afternoon, a dog 
attacked its owner at Rite 
Aid. Mammoth Lakes Wildlife 

Specialist Steve Searles is not typi-
cally called in to deal with domestic 
animals, but responded to the scene 
with his capture pole and kennel box. 
He said that Sgt. Marc Moscowitz of 
MLPD was the primary responder to 
the call. Mammoth Lakes Police De-
partment (MLPD) did not file a police 
report. According to Searles, the male 
victim was bleeding and bitten on 
the leg when MLPD and The Mam-
moth Lakes Fire Department (MLFD) 
arrived. 

Fire Chief Frank Frievalt told The 
Sheet that he was not on the call, 
but that a fire department crew was 
dispatched to respond to a dog bite. 
When the Fire Department arrived 
on scene, the victim was in the men’s 
bathroom. There was a person outside 
the bathroom holding a leash. The 
dog was on the other end of the leash, 
inside the bathroom, with its leash 
caught in the door, keeping the it from 
continuing to bite the victim. Frievalt 
said it was very difficult to get to the 
victim, as the MLPD and MLFD had 
to simultaneously contain the dog 
and open the door to get to the owner 
before the dog attacked anyone else. 
The authorities wrangled the dog into 
the women’s bathroom so they could 
treat the patient, then lured it into a 
travel kennel for transport to Whit-
more Animal Shelter. 

According to Mono County Animal 
Control Coordinator Angelle Nolan, 
the dog is currently quarantined at 
Whitmore. California law mandates 
that, in the event of a bite that breaks 
the skin, any animal that does not 
have an up-to-date rabies vaccination 
must be quarantined at a shelter for 

By Giles
LOVE AT FIRST BITE

ten days. “The dog did not have an up 
to date rabies vaccine, so it is in quar-
antine. That being said, it was not on 
a rampage or an attack on the public. 
The guy [dog owner] was playing with 
his dog, and the dog went a little too 
far, and broke skin.” Nolan added 
that MLPD is typically responsible 
for handling dog bites and attacks in 
Mammoth Lakes, not Mono County 
Animal Control.

 Searles told The Sheet that the dog 
was a pitbull and that it had been 
adopted from the Whitmore Animal 
Shelter. Rebeka Bone, the Shelter At-
tendant at Whitmore Animal Shelter, 
is overseeing the dog while it is in 
quarantine. “Honestly, it’s a really 
nice dog. It doesn’t seem at all aggres-
sive, and this is super rare. I’ve been 
here for seven years and never seen 
anything like this happen.” Bone ex-
pressed her surprise that the dog had 
attacked its owner. 

Sherri Whipkey is a pharmacist at 
Rite Aid. She said she saw the incident 
unfold. “I called 911. It was the strang-
est thing. The owner was right in front 
of the pharmacy. It almost looked 
like the dog was having a seizure, so 
he walked it over to the bathroom to 
calm it down. Then it attacked him. 
That dog had been in here so many 
times and was a really nice animal. 
Kids loved to pet it and it was never 
anything but friendly. It’s really too 
bad.”  

Chief Frievalt said that dog bites 
and attacks are pretty rare in Mam-
moth Lakes. “At the end of the day, it’s 
our job [MLFD] to respond to things 
that were never supposed to happen. 
The folks that responded did a good 
job. Things didn’t get any worse, and 
they defused the situation so no one 
else got hurt.” If the dog is rabies-free, 
it will be released to its owner on or 
after May 17.  
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DRAMA
continued from page 1

Tim Fesko 

Mono County was included on a 
letter of support for legislation that 
would extend the Adventure Trails 
Pilot Program in Inyo County for three 
years. Representatives from an author 
of the bill, Senator Tom Berryhill, told 
The Sheet Senate Bill 1345 would not 
extend the distance of permissible 
dual-use roads from 3 to 10 miles, as 
Fesko claims, because that vehicle 
code is already included in the Ad-
venture Trail legislation, Assembly Bill 
628. The program allows the county to 
designate certain roads for dual-use 
by street legal vehicles and off-high-
way vehicles (OHV) allowing OHV op-
erators to use those dual-use roads to 
travel into town for necessary services 
like lodging and fueling stations. 

Mono Supervisors didn’t know they 
were in support of the letter until it 
appeared on an Inyo County Board 
of Supervisors agenda in February. 
By having its name on the bill, Mono 
County could have, potentially, been 
committed to a dual-use road pro-
gram that would have changed the 
road laws in the county. Fesko told The 
Sheet in an interview Thursday, May 
12 that that part of the bill was misin-
terpreted by Supervisors Stacy Corless 
and Larry Johnston.  

Johnston is certain Fesko is the 
only person that could have “raised 
his hand” and put Mono on the let-
ter. Fesko denies the allegation even 
though he admits to being in favor of 
the program and says it would be good 
for his district and constituency. 

Johnston said all he wants is a new 
RCRC representative.

Matt Kingsley, Inyo County Supervi-
sor and RCRC representative told The 
Sheet Fesko had corresponded with 
him about the letter in emails. He said 
Fesko had responded “in the affirma-
tive” that Mono County was in support 
of the letter.

An email from RCRC to Fesko on 
January 11 contained information crit-
ical to the letter of support. He says he 
can’t remember getting the email, he 
also says he remembers receiving the 
email but not opening the attachment 
on his iPhone. He also says the email 
stated the attachment was not for 
public distribution and he was unsure 
if he could share it with the board. 
Then in February, he was told by RCRC 

that Mono had been included.
“If this was brought to me, if I had 

actually seen the email or remem-
bered seeing it, obviously I saw it 
because I answered it, then let’s have 
the discussion. I couldn’t bring it up in 
January (because of the sensitive na-
ture of the information),” Fesko said, 
interrupting Corless in the process.

He told The Sheet the email at-
tachment was the draft legislation, 
information that would have been 
presented to the board, but it was 
marked classified. He said he had not 
received any firther correspondence 
from RCRC until February 3 that the 
letter would be submitted on February 
16. Fesko forwarded the information 
to the County Administrative Officer, 
Leslie Chapman to agendize the item. 
Chapman told The Sheet there wasn’t 
enough time to include the item be-
fore the deadline.

RCRC was going to talk about the 
letter and the legislation at its next 
meeting, according to Fesko, but it was 
never brought up. He said he couldn’t 
recall if RCRC ever sat down with him 
with the draft legislation, “if I had, I 
would have changed the wording.” 

“Was it bad circumstances? Of 
course, but the reality is we get stuff 
from RCRC that says here’s a letter in 
support of this or that and nobody 
complains about that,” Fesko told fel-
low Supervisors. “So, maybe there’s a 
difference here, but again who knew it 
was going to be last minute.”

Johnston said Fesko did not report 

back to the board about the letter and 
it should have been corrected. “We 
need to reassign here, what he did 
was just not right. Not only that he 
didn’t fess up to it, we know of email 
exchanges where he knew about it and 
he didn’t even report to us that it was 
even happening until we heard about 
through Inyo County,” Johnston told 
The Sheet on Wednesday, May 11.

Fesko confidently and loudly de-
fended himself.

He reached into his pocket dur-
ing teh discussion for information he 
wanted to share with the board about 
the conversations between he and 
Johnston. Fesko and his legal counsel 
believe these conversations amount to 
extortion.

Johnston asked, “Are you pulling out 
a transcript?”

Fesko shouted back, “No, I’m not 
pulling out a transcript. I’m reading 
some notes.” 

He said Johnston had met with him 
on April 12 claiming Fesko was more 
involved with the letter than had been 
reported and wanted Fesko ousted 
as RCRC represenative. Fesko said 
he thought it was odd that Johnston 
wanted the item discussed in public 
just weeks away from the election. He 
claims Johnston’s smear campaign is 
politically motivated or it could have 
waited until after the voting. Fesko 
said Johnston offered to keep the in-
formation from the board if he bowed 

see DRAMA, page 19
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Lynn and Kenji Kawaguchi got hitched at 
the Serventi Villa in Bishop last Saturday. 

out.
“I was shocked,” Fesko said.
“You’re saying that wrong,” Johnston 

replied. 
The two started talking over each 

other until Supervisor Fred Stump had 
to use the gavel to quiet them. 

“We have to adhere that this is about 
the process …,” Stump said before 
Fesko cut him off.

“I have a right to read my state-
ment,” Fesko said nearly shouting.

“It was not my intention to have a 
trial,” Stump said calmly.

Fesko fired back with a raised voice, 
“Well, I am on trial based on (John-
ston’s) comments.”

Fesko continued, saying the fear of 
what Johnston was asking him to do 
was overwhelming. Johnston asked 
Fesko to resign for any reason, but that 
would be lying to his constituency.

On May 4 and 6, Fesko asked John-
ston to move the agenda item to past 
the election. “The feeling of fear of 
what Johnston was asking me to do 
was overwhelming.”

Stump tried to step in, “If you’re go-
ing to raise legal issues …”

Fesko got loud and said, “He had 
threatened me with secret informa-
tion.” 

Stump tried to calm Fesko down, 
but Fesko just kept talking.

Johnston responded, “At no time 
did I tell Fesko what to do,” he said, 
adding, “It’s off the charts and really 
another reason to not have you as our 
RCRC rep. The extortion is out of line.”

“It baffles me that it could get to 
this point without anybody knowing 
there’s a problem,” Corless said.

He said the call from RCRC on Feb-
ruary 3 “baffled” him as well, especial-
ly when he found out it was too late to 
change the letter.

“I said in February if anybody thinks 
I’m trying to get some legislation 
through that nobody knows about … 
I’m sorry, but stupid’s not written on 
my head,” Fesko said.

Fesko interrupted Supervisor Tim 
Alpers, but Alpers eventually able to 
speak, “All I need to know is was it a 
premeditated act that you advocated 
for Mono County to be on this bill?”

No, Fesko said. He claims he was ap-
proached by RCRC and asked if Mono 
would we be interested. “Of course I 
said, yes.” He said he can’t have the 
discussion with the board unless there 
was something to bring to the board. 
He added there was never a formal 
discussion at RCRC concerning SB 
1345.

Fesko added he had no problem 
discussing the issue, but admitted to 
being embarrassed and disgusted by 
Johnston’s allegations. 

“The only way to get Mono on the 
letter is if Fesko raised his hand and 
said, ‘I want to be included,’” accord-
ing to Johnston. “People I’ve talked to 
feel this is an embarrassment.”

Alpers added he wanted to make 
sure there’s no dropdown in the cred-
ibility of the county.

Corless is meeting with Berryhill 

next week, and will, “Try to keep the 
lines of communtication open and 
prove ourselves as a county that works 
together and makes good decisions.”

Supervisors voted 4-1 to keep Fesko 
as the RCRC representative. Johnston 
was the dissenting vote. 

When asked if there was some 
reprimand for Fesko, Johnston said, 
“Apparently not, the other supervisors 
voted 4-1 to let him stay as the RCRC 
representative”

Fesko said his reassignment to the 
RCRC was a vote of confidence from 
the board. 

Mono County did eventually remove 
itself from the letter.
   

DRAMA
continued from page 18

RARE FISH KILLED BY HOOLIGANS

On the morning of April 30, three 
guys were caught on surveil-
lance trespassing into Devils 

Hole, near Death Valley. They left beer 
cans, one guy threw up, they shot 
at locks, signs and surveillance, one 
swam in the hole and left his trunks 
behind. Devils Hole, located in Ash 
Meadows National Wildlife Refuge 
in Nevada (included in Death Valley 
National Park) is home to the critically 
endangered Devils Hole pupfish. 

The alcohol-fueled antics likely 
killed one of the rarest fish on earth.  

On Monday May 2, park employees 
found a dead pupfish, one of approxi-

mately 115 in Devils Hole. 
The men have been identified but 

there’s still a $5,000 reward offered for 
information leading to the arrest of 
these vandals.

The National Park Service, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, and Nye County 
Sheriff’s Office are investigating the 
incident and are seeking the public’s 
help on capturing the violators. Tips 
can be reported to the National Park 
Service’s Investigative Services Branch 
at 888.653.0009, https:www.survey-
monkey.com/r/TipLine_Investigati-
veServicesNPS or www.facebook.com/
InvestigativeServicesNPS.
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