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Pie in the Sky calls it quits after nearly four decades, but the resort, cabins, 
store, boats, grill and scenery remain. 
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GET ‘EM STARTED EARLY 

There is no more Pie 
in the Sky. The Rock 
Creek Lakes Resort 

is still open, it has the grill, 
cabins, store, and boats for 
rent like always, there’s just 
no more pie. Some people 
didn’t know there was any-
thing else up there.

People would come up 
for the pie, just the pie, 
and would write a bad Yelp 
review if they didn’t get it, 
according to one resort em-
ployee who is a little happier 
these days. They’re happy 
because pie is no longer run-
ning the show, and they’re 
not having to work dozens 
of hours a day, seven days a 
week with the line of pie lov-
ers never seeming to get any 
shorter. The pies went from 
novelty item to curse after see PIES, page 19
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see ELECTION, page 2

Maya Johnson, 9, of Mammoth Lakes, is likely the future of 
sustainable recreation. See story, p. 12-13. 

Voters across the state 
and in Mono County 
faced confusion at the 

polls on Tuesday, June 7, with 
many saying that they were 
left feeling uncertain that 
their votes would be counted.

Many voters were left 
having to fill out provisional 
ballots due to problems with 
voter rolls across the state, 
and Mono County voters 
weren’t the only ones lining 
up to fill them out. “Hun-
dreds of Californians com-
plained of voting problems 
to the national nonpartisan 
voter hotline run by the 
Lawyers’ Committee For Civil 
Rights Law,” the Los Angeles 
Times reported on Wednes-
day, June 8. The Target Book, 

By Bodine
several Sunset Magazine ar-
ticles and then social media 
got ahold of some slices and 
the dessert went viral, said 
baker, pie lady and resort co-
owner Sue King.

The pie had become larger 
than life, outgrowing the 
tiny century-old building 
located next to Rock Creek 
Lake. It was getting so big 
it was blocking the views. 
Fewer and fewer people 
even noticed the lake or the 
Sierra skyline. The few that 
did notice wouldn’t come 
inside the café anymore, the 
lines were too long. The pie 
was eating the resort. 

King called it a “hostile 
takeover.”

It started with a couple of 
pies a day with time left over 
for cards on the deck in the

THE PIE THAT ATE THE SKY

The Pie Lady of Pie in the Sky fame and co-owner of Rock Creek Lakes Resort, Sue King smiles at an empty 
oven. After 37 years of rolling out pie dough, she’s putting away the pie tins so she can have her life back. King 
and her crew would bake up to 40 pies a day, about 3,000 a season, from these two tiny ovens. 

afternoon. That was 37 years 
ago. For the past decade 
though, King was working 14 
hours a day, baking up to 40 
pies, with only six at a time 
coming from the small ov-
ens. That’s more than 3,000 
pies a season from June 1 to 
Columbus Day, King said.

King talked to The Sheet at 
the resort on May 5, one of 
the first quiet Sundays she’d 
had in decades. Dona and 
Harry Readers and Frank 
and Lela Colby, who owned 
the place from 1940-1978, 
had made pies, but, King 
said, they “used canned 
filling.” She said those three 
words like she was swear-
ing in church. She looked 
around to see if anyone was 
listening.

Sarah Weiland and her son Finley, age 7 months, get out the vote on 
Tuesday, June 7 at Mammoth High School. Finley wrote in Truax. 

THE PEOPLE HAVE SPOKEN 
(SORT OF) 

an independent publication 
that covers political races, 
said that it was “probable” 
that as many as three million 
ballots remained uncounted 
on Tuesday.

Because California has a 
closed Democratic primary, 
many voters who wished 
to vote for the Democratic 
nominee for president had 
to request special ballots 
or vote provisionally, either 
because they missed the date 
to register as a Democrat, due 
to problems with voter rolls 
or, in Mono County’s case, 
problems with vote-by-mail 
ballots. In Mammoth, Mono 
County’s bungling of the 

By Rea
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ballot created confusion and lines at the Mammoth High School library.
“We still have a lot of provisional votes that we have to go through, we still 

can receive vote by mail ballots up until Friday,” said Registrar of Voters Bob 
Musil. Musil said that there were probably 150 people who had to fill out provi-
sional ballots either because they did not receive their vote-by-mail ballots or 
because they mistakenly disposed of them.

Voting on Tuesday was “The worst ever, probably everything that could have 
gone wrong went wrong,” said Matt Jaroslawski of Mammoth. Jaroslawski said 
that he had gone into the Mono County offices before the May 23 deadline 
to register as a Democrat (he had formerly been registered No Party Prefer-
ence) in order to cast his vote in the Democratic primary. He got his ballot in 
the mail but mistakenly disposed of it—he said the letter he received from the 
Elections Office was confusing. “There was a letter that said ‘Don’t send this 
in,’” he said. 

He said he then went to the Library on Tuesday to vote and was told that he 
had to fill out a provisional ballot, which he was afraid wouldn’t be counted. 

Jaroslawski said that the poll workers at the library seemed uninformed of 
what to do in cases like his. “It’s frustrating because I went the extra mile to go 
register as a Democrat... and by the time I got there they told me I couldn’t,” he 
said. He said he did not know why Mono County did not manage to re-register 
him as a Democrat even though he filled out the appropriate paperwork. 
“They date stamped it and everything,” he said. 

Musil said he was unsure why so many people did not receive their ballots in 
time for Tuesday’s election. 

“We sent them out to anybody that was registered as a vote-by-mail voter, 
we pulled the list off our database and sent it to everybody. There is a possibil-
ity that some people that thought they were registered weren’t,” he said. 

Furthermore, “We’re in the process of switching from a database system in 
which each county maintains their own database to one [database] for the 
entire state… I know there are people where the state said, ‘this is a duplicate 
registration,’ so those people just got cancelled. So I’m sure there are people 
that happened to.

“Mono County has already completed our part of the conversion and I don’t 
know why the State decided to do this in a major election year, but we’re stuck 
with dealing with it,” said Musil.

“Presidential primary elections in California are the hardest elections of 

ELECTION 
continued from page 1

she also is believed to have won California.
Proposition 50, which allows the state Senate or Assembly to suspend mem-

bers without pay with a two-thirds vote, passed with over 75 percent in the 
unofficial results. 

Inyo County elected Jeff Griffiths for District Two Supervisor, and District 
Four Supervisor incumbent Tim Fesko came in so close to challenger John 
Peters that there will be a runoff election between the two of them on the bal-
lot in November. On the state level, Democratic contenders Kamala Harris and 
Loretta Sanchez will vie for the U.S. Senate seat, the first time in history that 
Californians have denied a Republican a spot on the fall ballot since 1914. 

Not electioneering: Brent Truax, Anya Sergayevna, Bill Sauser, and Smokey, front. see ELECTION, page 6

*



STOKE 
 THE FIRE

It’s time to ride. Grab your bike, buy your pass and head 
to the mountain to destroy some dirt – Mammoth Bike 
Park is now open for two-wheel shredding.
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LETTERS
Village Parking: A Slippery Slope

Kathy Cage’s letter to the editor 
in the Sheet, May 28, “Spare the 
Taxpayer” admonishes the Town 
Council for allocating general fund 
dollars to construct a parking lot in 
The Village.

“The financial burden to correct 
the parking problem for The Village 
commercial core should rest on the 
owners of that commercial property, 
not the Town government...We the 
taxpayers shouldn’t be paying to 
correct a problem a private develop-
ment created for itself.”

As background: The vote to ap-
prove the 2002 Intrawest Develop-
ment Agreement (DA) was four “Yes” 
to one “No.” I was the “No” vote. 
Why? Because listed as a “Public 
Benefit” was the irrevocable offer 
to dedicate a one acre parcel to the 
Town (the Hillside Site), which the 
Town shall use for any public pur-
pose. “This dedication shall satisfy 
the Developer’s duty or obligation to 
provide commercial parking for any 
or all commercial uses within The 
Village at Mammoth.”

How would exempting a developer 
from his commercial parking re-
quirements in exchange for an acre 
on the side of a cliff be a public ben-
efit? It was estimated in 2002 that 
constructing a four story garage with 

330 parking spaces, at $30,000 per 
space, would cost $9,900,000, give or 
take a million.

Further background: Three argu-
ments were put forward during the 
DA public hearing to exempt the 
developer’s parking requirements. 
First, visitors and locals would use 
the Town’s transit system to get to 
and from The Village. Secondly, 
if parking became a problem, the 
Town Council 
could create a 
“Parking Assess-
ment District” 
and have the 
commercial 
properties within 
The Village pay 
for a parking ga-
rage. After all, a 
pay-to-park facil-
ity would pay for 
itself, or so it was 
argued. Thirdly, 
there was the 
usual argument 
that developers have numerous op-
portunities right now in all sorts of 
resort markets. If we don’t incentiv-
ize them, they’ll go elsewhere. The 
Intrawest sound-bite: “Don’t snatch 
defeat from the jaws of victory.”

When the suggestion was made 
that the language in the DA should 
identify a Parking Assessment Dis-

trict, the suggestion was dismissed 
out-of-hand as it would unravel 
the DA. The Town Council was told 
by an Intrawest representative to 
either accept the DA “as is,” or kill 
the goose that lays the golden egg. 
Besides, in the interest of economic 
self-interest, the commercial prop-
erty owners in The Village would 
undoubtedly step up, form a Park-
ing Assessment District, and reap 

the benefits and 
profits from 
charging people 
to park before 
shopping in The 
Village.

The May 18 
vote for the Town 
to fund parking 
in The Village is a 
slippery slope—
the first step in 
the Town accept-
ing responsibility 
for providing a 
Village parking 

garage. FYI, today’s estimated cost 
for constructing a four story garage 
with 330 parking spaces, at $53,000 
per space, (the increase cost of ce-
ment, etc) would be approximately 
$17,490,000, give or take a couple of 
million.

Ms. Cage’s letter also implied 
that Mayor Michael Raimondo and 
Mayor Pro Tem Shields Richardson, 
who own restaurants in The Village, 
voted in favor of the appropriation 
of Town funds for parking in The Vil-
lage, “despite their obvious financial 
conflicts of interests.” 

California’s Fair Political Practices 
Commission (FPPC) states: An of-
ficial is disqualified from a govern-
mental decision if the following two 
conditions are met:

1. The financial impact or effect is 
foreseeable. 

2. The financial impact or effect is 
significant enough to be considered 
material. 

One might assume that the Town 
funding Village parking will finan-
cially benefit commercial enter-
prises and restaurant owners in The 
Village and is therefore foreseeable.

Ah, but condition two, what is 
“material”? How do you measure 
“material”? If additional parking for 
The Village brings more restaurant 
customers into the Village, is that 
material? To address the measur-
ability of “financial impact or effect” 
the FPPC has adopted rules called 
“materiality standards,” and notes: 
“There are too many “materiality 
standards” to adequately review all 
of them here.”

To review or not to review: It is 
important to know there are a lot of 
the rules, so you can ignore them 
properly. 

I completely agree with Ms. Cage 
that commercial owners in The Vil-
lage should FIRST create a Parking 
Assessment District to fund parking, 
before the Town steps in to help. Yes, 
I want The Village to be successful 
and Yes, the Town should help, but 
not if it puts the Town on the hook 
for a foreseeable $17,490,000 parking 
garage without the support of The 
Village’s commercial enterprises. 

As for Mayor Raimondo and 
Pro-Tem Richardson: Yes the eco-
nomic benefits are foreseeable; No, 
economic “materiality” would be 
difficult to document; and Yes, the 
political perception is shameful.

Kirk Stapp
Mammoth Lakes

Kirk Stapp is a former Mayor and 
longtime Councilmember who sits on 
the Mammoth Lakes Housing Board of 
Directors .

Forest Checks and Balances

As a long time resident of Mono 
County, I have had plenty of  “wind-
shield time” on the 395 corridor. I 
have also been a life long admirerer 
of the great Jeffrey Pine forest here 
that I have grown up exploring.

Driving through the forest today, 
it appears as though the U.S. For-
est Service has decided trees are the 
biggest threat to the forest’s health 
and their removal is the only tool 
they have to manipulate what was 

see LETTERS, page 17 

Yes, the political 

perception is shameful.

”

“

- Kirk Stapp
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The majestic cow in its natural habitat. 

SOME POT, A LOT, AND A MUF
By Giles

DROUGHT ALMOST CUTS COW 
IN HALF

Mono County Supervisors were 
given an overview of the 
2015 Inyo and Mono County 

Annual Crop and Livestock Report 
on June 7 presented by Inyo-Mono 
Agricultural Commissioner Nathan 
Reade. Agricultural production in 
both counties has fallen for the fourth 
consecutive year in a row. 

Gross production for 2015 for both 
counties, $49,907,000, was down 
15 percent from 2014. Mono’s share 
was $31,242,000. Overall, production 
is down 40 percent from 2011, and 
coincides with the start of the latest 
drought. According to the report, per-
sistent drought conditions and lower 
prices directly affect the two counties’ 
productivity. Dry land meant less pro-
duction of crops like alfalfa and what 
was grown was sold at a lower price, 
as much as 25 percent lower than 
2014, according to the report. 

Mono County’s entire agriculture 
production is split between livestock 
and crops, 45 and 55 percent respec-
tively. Cattle dropped by 7 percent 
overall. Even though prices were up, 
production has dropped. Reade said 
ranchers were able to secure con-
tracted prices for their cattle before 
market prices were established. 
In doing so, they were able to pad 
themselves from the expected drop in 
production. According to the report, 
the price paid for local cattle in 2014 
was $1,167 per unit (cattle and calves) 
with 9,400 units or $10,971,000. There 
were 8,200 units in 2015 but the price 
had bumped up to $1,243 for a total of 
$10,193,000.

The cost of alfalfa dropped from 

$265 per ton in 2014 to $200 per ton 
in 2015, and production dropped 
as well, from 52,650 tons to 50,600. 
This made for an overall decline of 27 
percent, from $10,120,000 in 2014 to 
$13,952,000 in 2015.

“Feeder cattle gains continue to de-
cline due to unavailability of pasture 
land,” according to the report. Feeder 
cattle are transient, coming to pasture 
on green Mono County land because 
their home grass is too dry. 

Cattle relocation is practiced by 
local ranchers at the beginning of the 
summer during drought years. Since 
the latest drought, Inyo and Mono 
county cattle and calves have become 
feeder cattle in neighboring states 
because word on when or how much 
water they will be allotted remains a 
secret until the last minute.

In 2015 and 2016, the landowners, 
the Los Angeles Department of Water 
and Power, did not let its lessees know 
how much, if any, water would be 
allocated. The ranchers move their 
stock not knowing if there will be wa-
ter. But the landowners did eventually 
give a little water and these pastures 
became suitable for grazing. The 
lands are leased to out-of-town cattle. 
It is too much of a hassle to relocate 
cattle once they’ve been moved.

Ranchers with LADWP leases have 
had to struggle not only with the 
weather, but also with the land owner. 
The lessees have been waiting for 
new, signed leases for years, accord-
ing to Reade. It can be hard to impos-
sible for a ranch owner to get a loan 
without a lease for the land his or her 
ranch is on.

By Bodine

Talk at Wednesday’s Planning 
and Economic Development 
Meeting ranged from park-

ing lots to cannabis oil extraction on 
Main Street. Robert Calvert, owner 
of Mammoth Lakes Wellness (MLW), 
presented a petition to amend the use 
permit that allows MLW to operate in 
its current location. Calvert is seek-
ing an amendment to allow cannabis 
oil extraction to occur at the suite 
directly adjacent to the business’s cur-
rent location. The suite is “legally and 
physically connected to Mammoth 
Lakes Wellness.” 

In his presentation, Calvert said he 
has worked closely with Mammoth 
Lakes Police Chief Al Davis, Mono 
County District Attorney Tim Kendall, 
and Town of Mammoth Lakes Com-
munity and Economic Development 
Manager Sandra Moberly to develop a 
safe, legal and comprehensive busi-
ness and operations plan. Calvert 
argued that the operation would be 
non-industrial and thus appropriate 
within a commercial zone and the 
current use permit. “It’s a very sterile, 
scientific environment. It’s not like 
we’ll be packing the building with 
sewing machines. We’ll be using car-
bon dioxide extraction which is totally 
safe and legal, as opposed to butane 
extraction which is volatile and illegal 
and what most people tend to think of 
when they hear ‘cannabis oil extrac-
tion.’” The motion to amend the use 
permit passed 4-0. 

Next on the agenda was a formal 
presentation and announcement of 
the Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR) for the proposed Multi-Use 
Facility at Mammoth Creek Park West. 
Members of the Recreation Commis-
sion and Mammoth Lakes Recreation 
were present, as were representatives 
from the consultant group Michael 
Baker International, which will be 
conducting the study. “The purpose of 
today’s meeting is to inform the pub-
lic of this project, to present topics 
we will be studying in the EIR and to 
take comments about those topics,” 
Moberly said. There will be a formal 
public review period for the EIR top-
ics starting June 2 and ending at 5 
p.m. on July 1. Commentary should 
be mailed to Moberly, who said she 
would make a public announcement 
of the mailing address. 

4:00-6:00

After that point, a draft EIR will be 
prepared and published, and a second 
45 day review period of the draft will 
ensue, during which the public may 
comment again. The Final EIR will 
then be presented to the Planning and 
Economic Development Commis-
sion, which will have the final vote on 
whether or not to proceed with the 
project. Rich Boccia, Executive Direc-
tor of Mammoth Lakes Recreation, 
said “We are excited about moving 
this project forward… Our main pri-
ority should be finding funding...” 

Discussion of design approval 
for the East Village Parking Lot was 
removed from the agenda at the last 
minute by request of the applicant. 

Finally, the Commission consid-
ered approval of the Design Review 
16-005 for the Town Hillside Parking 
Lot. Commentary on the project was 
presented by Vice President of De-
velopment for Mammoth Mountain, 
Tom Hodges. TOML Engineering 
Manager Haislip Hayes spoke before 
the Commission, saying the proposed 
project provides 38 new parking 
spaces with no restrictions on parking 
time other than for snow removal. The 
site is located at 99 Canyon Boulevard 
and falls within territory governed by 
the North Village Specific Plan. The 
proposed design includes 0.3 acres 
of new pavement, including a new 
sidewalk and bus turnout. Hayes said 
that this design is the most efficient 
and cost-effective short term solution 
the town could come up with as an 
answer to the problem of parking in 
the village. 

Public Works Director Grady Dut-
ton said that Town Council asked the 
Public Works Department to evaluate 
parcels owned by the town for their 
potential to alleviate the parking 
problem in the village, and this 1.1 
acre parcel near The Westin fit the bill. 
The funding for the project will come 
from excess Transient Occupancy Tax 
revenue allocated by Town Council for 
road repairs and maintenance. 

The motion to approve the design 
review for Town Hillside Parking Lot 
passed 4-0 and Hayslip Hayes told 
The Sheet, “The next step is to design, 
bid and build. No additional approval 
by the town is required.”
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ELECTION
continued from page 2

By Sheet Staff

Greg Needell

Former Mammoth Ski Team 
coach Greg Needell suffered an 
as-yet-unknown medical inci-

dent and subsequently fell from the 
Chair 3 lift at Mammoth Mountain 
Ski Area on Tuesday, June 7, accord-
ing to a press release by MMSA. 

Needell, 52, was pronounced dead 
shortly after being transported to the 
care of Mono County paramedics af-
ter an initial response from Ski Patrol. 
The exact cause of death is awaiting 
an autopsy report. 

Needell was found without respira-
tion or pulse after his fall from near 
Tower 6 on the lift. Spokesperson 
Joanie Lynch did not have an approxi-
mation of the height of Tower 6 when 
asked by The Sheet.

Needell coached Mammoth’s Ski 
Team from 1997-2002 and was coach-
ing a ski camp for Team Summit 
Colorado at the time of his accident. 

A native of Vermont, Needell skied 
for Stratton Mountain School in his 
younger years, and competed on the 
NCAA circut at St. Lawrence Universi-
ty during his time there. He returned 
to SMS for five years to serve as the 
head women’s coach as well as the 
men’s J2 head coach.  

“His loss will be felt by many. Greg 
exhibited a truly amazing passion for 
the sport, touching the lives of many 
athletes and coaches across the coun-

BELOVED COACH DIES IN 
FALL FROM CHAIRLIFT

1561 Crowley Lake Dr. Crowly Lake
760.914.2696

eastsidebakeshop@gmail.com
facebook.com/EastSideBakeShop

Quality baked goods  
at the foot of the Sierra

Bakery • Cafe • Community
Natural bakery

Live music and dinner  
served on weekends

Beer and wine
Family friendly

Indoor/outdoor seating
Located at the McGee Creek  

Lodge, Crowley Lake

Hours Starting June 1
 Open 6 days a week, Tuesday-Sunday

Tuesday-Thursday: 6:30am-2pm
Friday-Saturday: 6:30am-9pm

Sunday: 6:30am-3pm

Live Music
 May 27-28 at 6pm – Saint Billy Bodley

June 4 – Milo Cagle
June 10 – Silver Mountain String Band
June 11 – Cruiseship Volunteers Duo

June 18 – Bodie 601
June 25 – Good Livin

Dinner Friday and Saturday

3029 CHATEAU • 760.934.4200 • MAMMOTHROCKNBOWL.COM

• OPEN DAILY •

WEEKLY SPECIALS

EVENTS & TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

MMSA Employee Night:  $3 games, $1 shoes.  
Must show employee pass or I.D. 

2 For Tuesdays: Buy 1 game and get the 2nd FREE.  Includes shoe rentals.

Cosmic Bowling:  9pm to close.

Kids Bowl Free:   2 game maximum with paying Adult, Noon to 5:00
Cosmic Bowling:  9pm to close.

Kids Bowl Free:   2 game maximum with paying Adult, Noon to 5:00

Wild Wednesdays:   $2 games and $2 Shoe Rentals.

Ladies Night:   Ladies bowl 2 games FREE.

Qubica AMF  XLi Edge Pinspotters and Ball LiftsNEW

all…” Kim Alexander, president of the 
nonpartisan California Voter Founda-
tion, told the L.A. Times. “Our voter 
registration deadline is 15 days before 
election day, and that gives all the 
counties… very little time to get their 
polling place rosters updated with all 
the voters.”

Add in a competitive Democratic 
primary that has drawn scores of new 
voters, voting 
laws that are con-
voluted and diffi-
cult for even poll 
workers to follow, 
as well as out-
dated machinery, 
and California 
saw a frustrating 
Election Day. 

Jaroslawski said 
that his voting 
machine, for 
example, would 
not let him cast 
a vote for only two Town Council 
candidates—he had to check three in 
order to move forward with his vote. 
There were only two candidates in 
the running, but due to a ballot error 
made by Musil, the ballot mistakenly 
told voters to choose three.

“And I knew I could only vote for 
two, so when I selected two and tried 
to move on, it kept telling me that I 
had an incomplete ballot and I ended 
up having to vote for three,” he said. 
Furthermore, “There were some mea-

sures that I wasn’t well educated on, 
but rather than allowing me to just 
not vote for any of them, they didn’t 
give me the option to not vote. I even 
talked to one of the [poll workers] 
and told them what was going on and 
they said I have to fill it out because 
it’s programmed in the machine that 
way. So if I decided to not fill in one of 
them then my ballot wouldn’t count.”

The results 
of Tuesday’s 
election are not 
yet certified nor 
are they official, 
said Musil. It 
remains to be 
seen whether 
there will be 
challenges to the 
results. “It’s up to 
the candidates 
to decide that,” 
Musil said. 

Bill Sauser 
and Cleland Hoff were declared the 
winners of the Town Council Election, 
with Sauser and write-in candidate 
Brent Truax not-quite-electioneering 
in front of the High School Library 
on Tuesday. “I’m past the boundary!” 
Truax told The Sheet as he offered 
voters Monster energy drinks, donuts 
and coffee along with cards that had 
his name printed on them. “Election-
eering” is defined as soliciting votes 
closer than 100 feet from a polling 
place.

Measure G passed with about 80 
percent of the vote, said Musil, which 
will likely prevent a challenge due 
to the argument in favor of G being 
left off of the sample ballot. Hillary 
Clinton was declared the presump-
tive Democratic nominee for Presi-
dent, she also is believed to have won 
California.

Proposition 50, which allows the 
state Senate or Assembly to sus-
pend members without pay with a 
two-thirds vote, passed with over 75 
percent in the unofficial results. 

Inyo County elected Jeff Griffiths 
for District Two Supervisor, and Dis-
trict Four Supervisor incumbent Tim 
Fesko came in close enough to chal-
lenger John Peters that there will be 
a runoff election between the two of 
them on the ballot in November. On 
the state level, Democratic contend-
ers Kamala Harris and Loretta San-
chez will vie for the U.S. Senate seat, 
the first time that Californians have 
denied a Republican a spot on the fall 
ballot since 1914. 

I’m past the boundary!

”

“

-Brent Truax
try,” U.S. Ski and Snowboard Associa-
tion President Tiger Shaw told Ski 
Racing Magazine. “His loss will be felt 
by many. Our thoughts and prayers 
are with Greg’s immediate family, his 
wife Shannon and son Coen, as well 
as Team Summit and all those who 
were touched by Greg.”

“He was a generous man, he loved 
working with kids, and he loved being 
in beautiful places,” his sister, Claire 
Hollander, told The Sheet on Thurs-
day. 

“Having known Greg for 20-some 
years, to find out that he is gone is 
tremendously sad. Fortunately he was 
out doing what he loved most today,” 
Sasha Rearick, Head Coach for U.S. 
Men’s Alpine Ski Program, told  the 
Aspen Daily News on Tuesday. 
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SHUT YOUR GREASE TRAP: MCWD CHECKS COMPLIANCE
By Giles

Over the last few weeks, 
Mammoth Community 
Water District (MCWD) 

has been distributing surveys 
to local restaurants, or Food 
Service Enterprises (FSE). The 
surveys include a letter about the 
environmental, public health, and 
financial costs of disposing of Fats 
Oils & Grease (FOG) by dumping 
them into the sewage system. 
Business owners are required to 
return the surveys to MCWD. 

The surveys ask for information 
about the nature of the business, 
contact information for the business 
owner, months of operation, and 
infrastructure used, such as a deep 
fryer, garbage disposal, and grease 
traps. The letter distributed with the 
survey reminds business owners that 
“Per District code, all Food Service 
Enterprises located within the 
District’s boundaries are required to 
control FOG at the source with grease 
interceptors.” 

According to Betty Hylton, Project 
Specialist for MCWD, the purpose of 
the survey is to gather information 
about how grease is being disposed 
of by the largest regional producers. 
Hylton told The Sheet that MCWD is 
in the evaluation phase of a program 
to limit the amount of FOG entering 
the sewer system. “We ran the survey 
and distributed it to local [FSEs], 
as the largest producers of grease, 
because we just don’t know how 
people are dealing with their grease, 
and whether it’s being dealt with 
at the source, as we hope, or being 
disposed of in the sewer system.” 

Hylton said that the survey was 
prompted by a period last year when 
the recycled water system was shut 
down almost entirely due to clogs in 
treatment plant infrastructure from 
greasy wastewater. “The cleaner the 
water we receive, the easier and less 
expensive it is for us to provide water 
for the community. The greasier the 
water coming in is, the harder it is for 
us to turn that around and recycle it.” 

Hylton cited the tremendous 
cost of sending crews out to unclog 
sewer pipes and do additional line 
maintenance as a major factor in 
the district’s decision to conduct 
the study. “In addition, if a full clog 
occurs, we get sewer overflow, and 
that is a public health concern.” 

One local restaurant owner who 

   PHOTO: GILES
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asked not to be named expressed 
concern that the surveys were being 
used as justification for charging 
local food service businesses for 
wastewater disposal. He told The 
Sheet, “I’m cautiously optimistic 
that MCWD is doing the right thing 
with these surveys… on the other 
hand, MCWD should know that I 
have a grease trap. I had my kitchen 
inspected before I opened.”

 Hylton told The Sheet that MCWD 
has always charged for wastewater 
disposal. According to MCWD’s 
published rates, commercial 

wastewater disposal now costs 
properties $13.08 as a base monthly 
rate, up from $12.95 in 2015. As of 
April 2016, restaurants pay a base rate 
of $2.43 per seat per month, up from 
$2.40 per seat per month in 2015.

Melanie Forrest, Eracleo Martinez, 
and Eugenio Ramos of Delicious 
Kitchen told The Sheet they thought 
the surveys were a good idea. Forrest 
said, “We were a bit confused when 
we first received the survey because if 
you’re leasing, you may not know the 
details of your building’s plumbing.” 
Martinez added that Delicious 
Kitchen has a grease trap and uses 
it. “Putting grease down the drain 
creates a problem for everyone.” 
They said they weren’t concerned 
and felt confident that any issues the 
District found at this point would 
be directed to the property owner as 
building problems, and not to them 
as business owners. 

Jessica Manning, a manager at The 
Mammoth Tavern, told The Sheet 
that she personally filled out and 

hand delivered the survey for that 
establishment. She said it didn’t feel 
invasive and that it was important for 
the district to know what people are 
doing with their grease. “We dispose 
of our grease properly, but we have 
an old building, and we’ve had to 
deal with plumbing complications 
before.” 

At Carl’s Jr., one employee almost 
laughed when asked if they had a 
grease trap on site. 

“We do use a grease trap here. Why 
would anyone dump grease down 
a drain?” asked Vincente Reyes, 
who was working the counter. “It 
makes a problem for everyone in the 
community, and it’s not that hard to 
dispose of grease in a trap.” Reyes 
said that the Mammoth Lakes Carl’s 
Junior has three deep fryers in its 
kitchen, each of which holds about 
10 gallons of oil. He estimated that, 
after filtering the oil every night, 
the kitchen goes through about 30 
gallons of oil every week and a half.

Reyes then kindly showed The 
Sheet the grease trap. It looked like it 
was being put to good use. 

According to MCWD’s 2015 Annual 
Water Conservation Program Report 
(AWCPR), $60,000 of the District’s 
annual budget was allotted for its 
recycled water program at Snowcreek 
Golf Course for the 2016 Fiscal 
Year. The projected annual usage 
of recycled water for the 2016 FY 
is 93,692 kgal, almost a quarter of 
total district water use. Snowcreek 
Golf Course is the primary recipient 
of recycled water for its irrigation 
system. The program is especially 
important in drought years, where 
the district has been required by 
the State Water Resources Control 
Board (SWRCB) to reduce water 
consumption by 20 percent relative 

Vincente Reyes, a responsible and informed disposer of FOGs, at Carl’s Jr. 

It’s a bird! It’s a plane! It’s a... grease trap.

see GREASY, page 16
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By Giles 
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Patrick Haemmerlein

Visitors at the Bishop Looney 
Bean may have recognized 
familiar landscapes cast in 

dramatic tones as part of a new ex-
hibit at the coffee shop. Artist Patrick 
Haemmerlein created a sequence 
of photographs and collages for his 
series, “Beyond the Summit: Artwork 
inspired by Route 395 and Eastern 
Sierra.” Originally from Kinderhook, 
New York, Haemmerlein is now a 
freelance photographer and artist 
based out of Los Angeles. He told 
The Sheet he was drawn to Califor-
nia after graduating from Savannah 
College of Art and Design in 2000. 
“I was a big fan of The Doors and a 
lot of artists and musicians who re-
ally seemed to find a place in L.A. It 
seemed like a place where you could 
really make a living as an artist. I had 
never been west of the Mississippi 
when I came out here, but I had to 
go.” 

Haemmerlein got his start as a 
photographer in the city, doing 
editorial work for a major photogra-
phy studio that has since gone out of 
business. “I worked there for about 
10 years, photographing events like 
the Oscars and whatnot, editing 

to the Eastern Sierra since the early 
2000s. According to his artist’s state-
ment, his artwork explores “themes 
of nature vs. industry and how they 
coexist or clash.” Struck by the con-
trast between dilapidated gas sta-
tions, old cars and the vast wildness 
of the Sierra, he started out making 
collages from recycled materials and 
soon transitioned to digitally inte-
grating his photographs into those 
collages. “I take all of my own pho-
tos, mostly digital these days. I break 
them down to black and white, into 
different components, and some-
times combine six or seven for a 
single piece. I’ve got one, of a hum-
mingbird, that is an overlay of 20 
different photographs.” The artwork 
on display in Bishop integrates clip-
pings of old documents and sheet 
music with photographs of trails, 
mountains and motorcycles. 

The exhibit at Looney Bean is part 
of a year-long project that Haem-
merlein says was always intended 
for display in the Eastern Sierra. “I 
knew when I created these pieces 
that they were meant to be displayed 
here, so I was really excited when 
Looney Bean was interested in col-
laborating.” 

Haemmerlein mentioned the 
complex nature of the relationship 
between Los Angeles and The Owens 
Valley as a source of inspiration. As a 
resident of L.A., he expressed re-
gret over how much water has been 
taken from the area, and said he fre-
quently thinks of what it would have 
looked like prior to the construction 
of the L.A. Aqueduct. “I’ve always 
been inspired by greenness, as it’s 
very green and lush where I grew up. 
I like to contrast and connect the 

two valleys, The Owens Valley and 
the Hudson Valley, both of which are 
significant to me but very different… 
I grew up in a place where there is a 
lot of private land and agriculture. 
I don’t like that L.A. is stealing the 
water, but I do think that if there is 
one saving grace, it’s that this region 
has been kept wild.” 

Haemmerlein’s art is currently on 
display at Looney Bean in Bishop 
and is for sale at that location. For 
more information about Haem-
merlein and his artwork, visit his 
website, urban1028.com, or his blog, 
rural1028.blogspot.com.  

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT 
FROM THE HUDSON TO THE OWENS: HAEMMERLEIN FINDS HIS MUSE

photos, and selling them to promi-
nent magazines. They were great, 
and they allowed me to use their 
equipment for my own projects. 
I’ve been selling my own art now for 
about seven years.”

Haemmerlein told The Sheet that 
he and his wife have been coming 

“California Dreamin’” a photographic 
collage by Patrick Haemmerlein. Original 
photograph from campground at Rock 
Creek.
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Tom Linnastruth’s 8th grade class 
had an unusual science lesson 
on Wednesday, June 1. His Mam-

moth Middle School students, mem-
bers of The Water Club, took a trip to 
Mono Lake for a canoe tour from the 
Mono Lake Committee. The trip was 
funded by California Trout and MUSD.

Throughout the school year, Levi 
Keszey, Watershed Outreach Coordi-
nator for California Trout, has been 
working with Linnustruth to organize 
meetings and field trips for the Water 
Club. “The Water Club is about 15 stu-
dents from Mr. Linnastruth’s 8th grade 
class at Mammoth Middle School who 
decided they would like to learn about 
water... during one of their free peri-
ods,” Keszey said. The students have 
spent that time learning about every-
thing from Sierra Snowpack to Califor-
nia Gull Habitat at Mono Lake. 

Andrew Youssef, Nora Livingston, 
and Robbie Di Paolo led the adventure 
as naturalist guides from the Mono 
Lake Committee. The Committee has 
been doing canoe tours for school 
groups for 40 years. “We talked about 
everything from brine shrimp and 
ospreys to the history of the water 
diversions and the current relationship 
with Los Angeles Department of Water 
and Power,” Youssef said. He said it’s 
especially important to talk about 
these issues with local kids. “I think 
the story of Mono Lake was something 
the students from MUSD were familiar 
with. Bringing people out on the lake, 

where you can emphasize the view of 
the Sierra crest, and the ecosystem, is 
a great way to show... young people 
how important the Sierra are for water 
in California. There are these cities 
hundreds of miles away that the Sierra 
provides water to.” 

“We had been talking about the 
Mono Lake Settlement, and a lot of the 
students said they had never been to 
Mono Lake or gone canoeing before.” 
Keszey is hopeful the students will 
carry this experience with them and 
spread the message of water conserva-
tion to their families and friends. “The 
goal with Water Club is to inspire by 
experience. It was the fourth-to-last 
day of school, so the trip was about 
having fun as well as some scientific 
learning. There were some canoe races 
and a trip to Mono Cone, and the day 
ended with a trip to Rush Creek. It was 
pretty much a tour of the Mono Basin.” 

SCHOOL’S OUT WITH A SPLASH
By Giles

Mammoth Middle School’s Water Club and teachers, along with California Trout and the Mono Lake Committee naturalist guides. 

Levi Keszey of California Trout and Nora Livingston, head naturalist guide for Mono 
Lake Committee, launch their canoes with MUSD 8th graders.

   PHOTO: GILES
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Melissa Barlow in a fancy shawl dance at Big Pine Unified School District’s celebration 
of Alice Piper on Thursday, June 9. 

   PHOTO:JAMES

By James

BIG PINE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
CELEBRATES ALICE PIPER 

The Big Pine Unified School 
District (BPUSD) celebrated 
its former student and local 

Paiute Indian heroine Alice Piper on 
the front lawn outside of Big Pine 
High School on Thursday, June 2. In 
1923, the 15-year-old from Fish Lake 
Valley and six other Native American 
students were denied entry to the 
newly-built Big Pine High School 
because of their race.

A full-size bronze statue of Piper 
made by Matt Glenn of Provo, Utah 
was dedicated two years ago on June 
2, 2014. It was the 90th anniversary 
of Piper’s court victory against the 
BPUSD, which allowed her to at-
tend high school. June 2, 1924 was 
also the date that President Grover 
Cleveland signed the Indian Citizen-
ship Act declaring that all Indians, 
regardless of membership in a tribe, 
are citizens of the United States.

BPUSD Superintendent Pamela 
Jones introduced the local Big Pine 
Tribe’s current chairwoman, Shan-
non Romero, who, along with her 
brother Sage and others, was instru-
mental in having the statue made 
and telling Piper’s story.

In the 1920s, the Big Pine District 
Board of Trustees had agreed to 
allow Indian students to attend the 
new school if their parents voted for 
a measure that would fund the con-
struction of the new high school.

At that time, federally-supported 

Indian schools only provided educa-
tion up to the 5th grade level. When 
the bond to build the new high 
school passed, the Big Pine’s Board 
of Trustees refused to honor their 
agreement, citing the state law that 
banned Indians from public schools.

In 1923, when Piper and six other 
Indian children arrived at the high 
school and were denied entry, a law-
suit was filed on their behalf suing 
the school district, saying that their 
14th Amendment rights (citizenship 
rights and equal protection of the 
laws) had been violated. The case 
moved to the California Supreme 
Court where Piper won her case, 
although not on 14th Amendment 
grounds, but rather that she was 
an unaffiliated tribal member not 
connected to an officially recognized 
tribe and therefore could not be de-
nied access to a public school.

The case set a precedent for sev-
eral civil rights cases in the years to 
come, including the landmark Unit-
ed States Supreme Court decision 
on Brown vs. Board of Education 
in 1954 that effectively ended the 
“separate but equal” law doctrine 
that had allowed public schools to 
be segregated. That decision stated 
that “separate educational facilities 
are inherently unequal.”

Today, over half of the students 
who attend Big Pine high school are 
Native American.

Damien uses the Mobimat to venture onto June Lake Beach on Tuesday, June 7.  
   PHOTO: LESLEY-ANNE HOXIE

JUNE LAKE BEACH GAINS ACCESS

On Tuesday, June 7, a ribbon 
cutting ceremony was held on 
June Lake Beach to celebrate 

the installation of a “Mobimat” to 
allow access directly to the water of 
June Lake for wheelchairs, stollers 
and disabled individuals. Dubbed 
the Dick Noles Wounded Warrior 
Pathway, it was installed by Disabled 
Sports Eastern Sierra with the help 
of donors Dave McCoy, Bob Schotz, 
John Frederickson and Randy Short. 

The mat is valued at about $20,000. 
“It was huge because we had all 

these people who wouldn’t be able to 
travel all the way down,” said Katie 
Boryk, Executive Assistant with DSES.  
“And they were on paddleboards and 
kayaks, it was so fantastic.”

The pathway was named “to com-
memorate Dick Noles, who did so 
much for accessibility in the Eastern 
Sierra,” wrote Boryk in an e-mail to 
The Sheet. 

By Rea 



THE SHEET  I  Saturday, June 11, 2016                               I   11

Owens Valley Unified School 
District is a small school 
district, celebrating the 

graduation of only three seniors on 
Thursday, June 2. Even so, almost 
100 people attended the ceremony 
held at the Historic Mt. Whitney 
Fish Hatchery, built in 1917. It was 
an emotional affair in which tears 
flowed freely. 

The three graduates were Saluta-
torian Cianni Benson, Valedictorian 
Sheyann Padilla, and Gabriel Ratch-
ford. All three are honor students, 
according to OVUSD Superinten-
dent Dan Moore. 

Sheriff Bill Lutze was the guest 
speaker and he encouraged the 
graduates to never give up on their 
dreams and to perservere if they 
encounter problems along the way. 

Cianni Benson plans to attend 
junior college at Cerro Coso Com-
munity College and transfer to San 
Jose State University for a degree in 
law enforcement. She is considering 

BIG TURNOUT FOR OVUSD GRADUATES
By James

possible enlistment in the military, 
and eventually wants to become a 
Correctional or K-9 officer. 

Sheyann Padilla will work another 
summer as a lifeguard at the com-
munity swimming pool on the cam-
pus of the Owens Valley School and 
plans to eventually go into graphic 
design or become a make-up artist.  

Also working again this summer 
as a lifeguard at the Owens Valley 
School, graduate Gabriel Ratchford 
works two other jobs as well. He is a 
camp counselor for the Inyo County 
Office of the Superintendent of 
School’s Sierra Adventure Summer 
Camp held at the Bernasconi Edu-
cation Center in Big Pine, as well as 
a cashier at the Fort Independence 
Travel Plaza.

The graduates go forth excited 
at the prospects of their future, full 
of plans and optimism, with the 
support, blessing and love of their 
parents, grandparents, other family 
members and friends.

From left: Sheyann Padilla, Cianni Benson and Gabriel Ratchford
   PHOTO:JAMES

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

The Sheet and Roberto’s Cafe would like to congratulate the winners of the 2016 Sheet/
Roberto’s Cafe Student Scholarships. From left to right: Taylor Sanders, attending Cal 
Poly San Luis Obispo in the fall, plans to major in Engineering and was awarded a 
$750 scholarship. Allison Weber just finished her sophomore year at Mammoth High 
School and will use her $500 scholarship to attend Stanford University’s summer school 
program. Jemery Laguna Alvarado will be attening UC San Diego next year but is 
undecided on his major. He received a $750 scholarship as well. 

   PHOTO:LUNCH
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By Rea 

Over sixty people showed up 
on Saturday, June 4 to volun-
teer for the Trail Days 2016 

Kick-Off event at Panorama Dome 
in Mammoth’s Lakes Basin, provid-
ing an example of what could be the 
future of trails on Forest Service land. 
Saturday’s Mammoth Lakes Trail 
System event was funded by Measure 
R dollars in a partnership between 
the Town of Mammoth Lakes and the 
Inyo National Forest. Volunteers were 
treated to food provided by New York 
Deli & Bagel Co. and Sunrise Rotary, 
as well as a raffle at the end of their 
work day with items donated by a 
myriad of sponsors including Friends 
of the Inyo and Footloose Sports. 

“This is what sustainable recreation 
looks like,” John Wentworth, CEO of 
Mammoth Lakes Trails and Public 
Access Foundation (MLTPA), told The 
Sheet on Saturday morning. 

“Sustainable recreation” is a term 
that people who recreate in the Na-
tional Forest system should familiar-
ize themselves with, Wentworth told 
The Sheet.

First put forward by the U.S. Forest 
Service (USFS) in 2010 as “A Frame-
work for Sustainable Recreation,” the 
simple 8-page document empha-
sizes the importance of recreation 
in National Forests but makes note 
of the challenges facing infrastruc-
ture on USFS land—namely, a lack 
of funding, stretched resources and 
increased usage.

“The condition of our recreation 
and heritage assets has steadily 
diminished, resulting in a ballooning 
backlog of maintenance needs for 
recreation facilities, trails and roads,” 
it reads. 

“This was a testament from the 
Forest Service that they do not have 
the resources they need to do it by 
themselves…this is a very big deal 
internally in the Forest Service,” said 
Wentworth.  

He said said that “gateway com-
munities” to Forest Service land are 
in position to shape management 
policies. 

“Mammoth Lakes is on the cutting 
edge of this,” Wentworth said. “Com-
munities [like Mammoth] are de-
pendent upon public lands for their 
economies… The Forest Service his-

torically has been about extraction. 
Now with the reorientation of the 
Forest Service to human beings, we 
really need to get the public invested 
in public lands.”

Even as America becomes more 
urbanized, Americans are spending 
an unprecedented amount on recre-
ation. 

A document produced by the trade 
group Outdoor Industry Association 
called outdoor recreation “an over-
looked economic giant.” They found 

that Americans spend $646 billion 
annually on recreating—more than 
on pharmaceuticals, fuels, or motor 
vehicles. 

In a momentous statement in April, 
Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell 
announced that the Department 
of the Interior would work with the 
Commerce Department’s Bureau of 
Economic Analysis (BEA) to author a 
study, the first of its kind, to measure 
the impact that outdoor recreation 
has on the U.S. economy.

“Hunting, boating, hiking…and 
other outdoor activities are so closely 
tied to the health and accessibility of 
our public lands, yet this sector has, 
for too long, been overlooked and un-
dervalued,” said Jewell in her speech 
on April 19. 

It’s seen as a return to the ideas es-
poused by “original conservationists” 
like Theodore Roosevelt and Gifford 
Pinchot, who saw the preservation 
of public lands as a reward in its own 
right.

U.S. Forest Service employee Arthur 
Carhart once famously said, “The 
rebuilding of the body and spirit is 
the greatest service derivable from 
our forests,” and current USFS Chief 
Tom Tidwell quoted Carhart in his 
introduction to the Framework for 
Sustainable Recreation.

“In 2009, outdoor recreation in the 
National Forest system generated 
$14.5 billion in economic activity,” 
said Tidwell, which was “almost half 
of [the Forest Service’s] entire contri-
bution to the economy.” 

Unfortunately, the Forest Service 
does not have the funding to keep up 
with the demand, and with the afore-
mentioned “backlog” of maintenance 
projects comes a litany of spiraling 
problems. 

“This is really a cry for help,” said 
Wentworth of the Framework. “This 
is all part of a much bigger narrative” 
that requires private sector involve-
ment to deliver services. Non-gov-
ernmental agencies (local examples 
include such disparate entities as the 
Mono Lake Committee, Eastern Sierra 
Avalanche Center and Eastern Sierra 
Four Wheel Drive Club) will likely be 
the ones to fill the void. 

To this end, the Inyo National 
Forest is the first of eighteen “early 
adopters” of the 2012 National Forest 
System Land Management Planning 
Rule, “The intent [of which] is to allow 
the Forest Service to adapt manage-
ment to changing conditions and 
encourage more frequent amend-
ments based on new information and 
monitoring,” a summary states.

This includes strengthening the role 
of public involvement. “This is the 
first time in 28 years that the Inyo has 
revised their plan.. significant things 
have changed,” said Danna Stroud, 
part of the Eastern Sierra Recreation 
Collaborative planning team. The last 
time the USFS released a Land and 
Resource Management Plan for the 
Inyo was in 1988. 

“When you start thinking about a 
forest like the Inyo, there are activities 
we didn’t even know existed in the ’88 
plan that are now being sought on 
this forest,” said INF Public Relations 
Officer Deb Schweizer. “We weren’t a 
climbing or bouldering mecca in ’88, 
and we are now.”

“So much has changed that now 
is the time for these gateway com-
munities to look at the next 20 years 
and what needs to be included in this 
plan,” said Stroud. “Revisions that al-

Inyo National Forest will serve as a proving ground for new U.S. Forest Service management strategy
THE FUTURE OF SUSTAINABLE RECREATION 

Kim Anaclerio of Mammoth installs new signage on the Panorama Dome trail in the 
Lakes Basin. Volunteers like Anaclerio may be the future of recreation in the U.S. 

   PHOTO COURTESY TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES

see RECREATION, page 13

If there’s free watermelon, we’re in. Tyndall Dodds, 5, and Jade Peterson, 6, were some of 
the youngest volunteers at the Trail Days event on Saturday, June 4.

   PHOTO: REA
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RECREATION
continued from page 12

Mammoth Outdoor Sports,  452 Old Mammoth Rd
Mammoth Lakes, CA, (760) 934-3239

Deduct your rental fee from any bike purchase!

Check out our range of
Scott bikes (for rent and for sale)

Bring this ad for a free swag and chance to win a Scott mountain
bike and 15% discount on bike rentals and new bikes.

facebook.com/mammothoutdoorsports

Voltage Jr 24 only $ 424.99 Aspect 970 only $ 699.99

Contessa 730 only $ 899.99 CR1 20 only $ 1,999.99

Genius 740 only $ 2,999.99 Gambler 730 only $ 3,699.99
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A large turnout for projects is a hallmark of the communities surrounding the Inyo Na-
tional Forest, and non-governmental organizations play a key role in outreach. The coming 
decades will tell if the model is truly sustainable. 

   PHOTO COURTESY TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES

low the National Forests and Gateway 
Communities to be nimble enough to 
respond do the changes ahead.”

The Sierra and Sequoia National 
Forests join the Inyo as the “early 
adopters” in California. These forests 
will serve as proving grounds for the 
new plan. 

“We’re the canary in the coal mine, 
we’re first,” said Wentworth of the 
Planning Rule. The rule’s 1600-page 
draft plan was released on May 24 
and is currently in public comment 
period, said Schweizer.  

Events like Saturday’s may become 
the future of the Forest Service’s 
management of public lands, funded 
by taxpayer money earmarked 
specifically for such projects. “This 
is Measure R dollars at work,” Went-
worth told The Sheet. The Mammoth 
Lakes Recreation, Trails and Parks 
Investment Initiative was approved 
by Mammoth voters in 2008, and is a 
fund derived from a one-half per-
cent transactions tax specifically for 
recreation, managed by the Town of 
Mammoth Lakes. 

Measure R funds paid for signs that 
meet Forest Service specifications, for 
Friends of the Inyo employees who 
instructed volunteers on Saturday, 
as well as outreach for the event. “It’s 
appropriated funds, taxpayer money, 
whether it comes from the Feds, 
County, Town, what difference does it 

make?” asked Wentworth.
There are justifiable concerns about 

just how “sustainable” a future that 
depends on public involvement can 
be. Mammoth Lakes is a commu-
nity utterly enmeshed in recreation 
(“Recreation is in our marrow,” says 
Wentworth) and populated by people 
willing to volunteer their time, but 
not all gateway communities are as 
tied to recreation as Mammoth. 

“I’m thinking about the other two 
forests [the Sierra and Sequoia] who 
have some very underserved and 
poorer communities, and I think 
that’s a very valid concern,” said 
Schweizer when asked whether such 
communities could bolster the USFS 
as well as Mammoth. 

Both Wentworth and Stroud point-
ed out communities like Susanville 
and Downieville as examples of the 
model’s success—both had depended 
on National Forest land logging 
and suffered economically after its 
decline. Both communities are now 
finding revitalization as mountain 
biking destinations.  

“It’s all scalable,” said Stroud. “It’s 
based on what your resources are. 
Just because you may not be a second 
homeowner haven like Mammoth 
Lakes doesn’t mean you don’t have 
your own assets that you can build 
on.”

When asked by The Sheet if the 

USFS was being “let off the hook” 
from its responsibilities to maintain 
infrastructure, Schweizer said that the 
realities of budgeting simply cannot 
cover the demand from users. 

“I think the reality is…our trail bud-
get is probably a tenth of what it was 
at its peak,” said Schweizer. “So after 
a point… I think certain people say, 
if it’s important to us because that’s 
how we recreate, and if it’s important 

to our economy, people start looking 
for creative solutions.”

“Just from a population perspective 
the demand and the use [of National 
Forests has] climbed significantly,” 
said Stroud. “And what hasn’t in-
creased is the funding and staffing 
levels of the Forest Service to main-
tain the human part of the National 
Forest experience.” 
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Happy hour/
Outlaw Saloon. 4-7 p.m. daily and all 
night on Mondays.
Roberto’s 4-6 p.m. Mon.-Thurs.
Austria Hof. 4-7 p.m. Sun.-Thurs.
Fri./Sat. 4-6.
Whitebark Restaurant Bar & Lounge 
Unwind daily drink and food specials 
4-6 p.m. 
Clocktower Cellar happy hour 5-7 
p.m. daily and all day Sunday. $5 
dollar menu items, drink specials. 
Happy hour @ Sushi Rei. 5-6 p.m. 
daily. Half off apps and all-you-can-
eat sushi on Wednesdays.
Happy hour @ The Bistro at 
Snowcreek, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Mon.-Sat.
Mammoth Tavern happy hour 
Tuesday-Sunday 3:30-5 p.m. Closed 
Mondays and closed until May 18 for 
maintenance.
Smokeyard weekend happy hour 4-6 
p.m. in the bar only.
Side Door happy hour daily 3-6 p.m. 
Sundays at the Side Door, half-off 
Moscow and Kentuky Mules. 
Bottomless mimosas @ Side Door.  
Saturday and Sunday. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Mammoth’s famous Slocums happy 
hour 4-6 p.m. 
Giovanni’s Happy Hour, daily 4-6 
p.m. Large pizza and a pitcher of beer 
gets you free wings.
Lakanuki happy hour daily 4:30-
10:30 p.m., $4 margaritas, Mai Tais 
and food discounts. Sunday Club 
Nights with DJ Night Audit. Happy 
Hour drink specials 10 pm- close.
McMurry’s Sports Bar in Bishop has 
daily happy hour from 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
Eastern Sierra Brewery Tours 11:30 
a.m-3:30 p.m Fri/Sat/Sun Visit 3 local 
breweries. Beer tasting & lunch. Call 
844-395-BEER. 

Friday, June 10/
Chris Murphy and Silver Mountain 
String Band play the East Side Bake 
Shop. Dinner @ 5 p.m., music @ 6:30. 
No Cover. 

Saturday, June 11/
The Rising Sundogs (folk rock), 
whose ranks include The Sheet’s own 
Abagael Giles on trombone, play 
Mountain Rambler Brewery. 8 p.m. 
Free. 
Cruise Ship Volunteers play the East 
Side Bake Shop @ 6:30 p.m. Dinner 
served @ 5.

Sunday, June 12/
Club Nights @ Lakanuki with DJ 
Night Audit and guest DJs. 10 p.m. to 
close. Happy hour drink specials all 
night. 
Felici Trio Students play the Mobil 
Mart in Lee Vining. 4-7 p.m. Free. See 
ad, p. 4.

Tuesday, June 14/
Trivia Tuesdays @ Mammoth Brewing 
Co. Bring your game face. 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, June 15/
Western Whiskey Wednesdays 
@ Rafters. Boots and flannels 
encouraged. 
Margarita Wednesdays @ Robertos. 
Half price specialty margaritas all day.

Thursday, June 16/
Carbe Durand (from Incendio) plays 
the Mobil Mart in Lee Vining. 6-9 
p.m. Free. See ad, p. 4.

Friday, June 10/
Mammoth Mountain Ski Area kicks 
off its summer with the opening of 
the Adventure Center and Bike Park, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. at the center at the lodge.
Red’s Meadow and Devils Postpile
are accessible by personal vehicle 
through June 10. A standard fee of 
$10/vehicle applies. Mandatory 
shuttle service will resume after June 
10. Shuttle tickets are available for 
purchase from the Adventure Center. 
Farmer’s Market in Mairs Market 
parking lot in Independence. 4-7 p.m. 

June 11-12/
Owens River Water Trail Project: 
Cutting cattails, hauling, paddling/
floating, pulling limbs from the 
channel. For more information call 
760.876.5807 or 760.878.0011, 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. both days. See sidebar, 
next page. 

Saturday, June 11/
The Manzanar National Historic Site 
will host The Topaz (Utah) Museum 
and Site, a program about the Topaz 
concentration camp at the Manzanar 
Visitor Center, 2 p.m. For more 
information go to www.nps.gov.manz.
Bishop Garden tours. 9 a.m.- 2 p.m.
Get inspired by your neighbors! Tix 
available @ Bishop Nursery on Home 
Street. 
Eastern Sierra Audubon COSA bird 
walk. Meet 7:30 a.m. @ the BLM/USFS 
building on West Line. No experience 
necessary and beginners welcome. 
Info: hillarybehr@yahoo.com. 
Breakfast with a Botanist. Meet at the 
East Side Bake Shop in McGee Creek 
@ 8 a.m. Wildflower walk and botany 
walk. Info: www.friendsoftheinyo.org.
Geology Field Trip to the Owens 
Lake, the Big Pine Volcanic Field, 
alluvial fans and the Alabama Hills. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Eastern Sierra Museum, $25 or $20 
for FESM members. Carpooling 
encouraged, meet at the Lone Pine 
Visitor Center parking lot, at the 
corner of highways 395 and 136. $10 
lunches available. For more details 
call 760.878.0364.
Bishop City Pool opens for the 
season. 18-punch pass for $50 is the 
best deal in the Sierra. Public swim 
starts at 1 p.m. every day except 
Monday. 
Lee Vining parking lot sale @ Nicely’s. 
8 a.m.-2 p.m. Admission/spaces free. 
A community gathering. Info: Shirley 
@ 760.647.6358. 
St. Stephens Catholic Mission 
Big Pine is celebrating its 29th 
anniversary with a potluck at 7:00 
p.m. on the corner of Main and 
Walnut Street in Big Pine. There 
will be a silent auction, 50/50 raffle, 
decadent desserts, fabulous dishes, 
and amusing door prizes. All proceeds 
go to St. Stephen’s Building Repair 
Fund. For donations or information 
please call Rose Todd at 760.938.2911 
or Claire at 760.872.7231.

Sunday, June 12/
South Tufa Tours, 1–2:30 p.m. meet 
@ the South Tufa Parking Lot. Call 
760.647.3044.

Monday, June 13/
Bishop Community Band concert @ 
the gazebo in Bishop City Park. 8 p.m. 
Bring a chair, friends, et. al. Free!
Bishop City Council meets. 6 p.m. 
Council Chambers. 377 West Line St. 

Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 200 beers

IN HERE, TRUMP IS ANY BILL WITH 
GRANT OR FRANKLIN ON IT

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

BUY AN AD NOW
Your ad here makes you $$$ 
        Know why?
        People read...

Call June 937.3967

• Chicken & Beef Teriyaki
• Tempura • Tonkatsu • Sukiyaki
• Calamari • Sushi
• Full Service Cocktail Bar
   & Lounge

760-872-4801
Open at 5 p.m.

635 N. Main St. 
Bishop

25 years of experience

         japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar
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Level 3 water restrictions

The April 1 snowpack at Mammoth 
Pass was 93 percent of normal this 
year. Following four years of drought 
conditions, the melting snowpack 
is providing some much-needed 
surface water. However, Mammoth 
Community Water District (MCWD) 
customers are still under Level 3 
restrictions.

The permitted hours of irrigation 
are between 1-6 a.m. and between 
8-11 p.m. Even-numbered addresses 
may water on Wednesday and 
Saturday and odd-numbered 
addresses on Thursday and Sunday. 
Hand watering is permitted on 
Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday and 
Sunday at all addresses excluding the 
hours between 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

All hoses must be equipped 
with automatic shut-off devices 
and vehicle washing is allowed. 
By keeping water demand low, 
MCWD can provide the opportunity 
for groundwater wells to rest and 
recharge. Please contact MCWD with 
any concerns or visit www.mcwd.dst.
ca.us for more information.

Senior Center Programming

New this summer, every Wednesday 
and Thursday beginning Wednesday, 
June 8 @ the Mammoth Lakes 
Community Center located at 1000 
Forest Trail. 

Wednesdays: 11 a.m.-12 p.m. Chair 
Yoga with Angela. 12 p.m.-1 p.m. 
Luncheon. 1 p.m.-2 p.m. Parks and 
Rec “Art Therapy.”

Thursdays: 5:15-6:15 p.m. Fitness 
with Dre. For more information 
e-mail annakate.moore@
mammothhospital.com, visit www.
mammothrecreation.com or call 
760.934.8989 ext. 222

All programs are free to the public. 

Owens River Water Trail Project

Come help Friends of the Inyo 
build a recreational trail on the 
Lower Owens River on Saturday and 
Sunday, June 11 and 12. We’re looking 
for volunteers to support our efforts 
by clearing cattails and bullrush 
in the water and from the shore. 
This support could help establish a 
useable recreational corridor on the 
Owens River. 

Event runs from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday. Meet where 
Narrow Gauge Rd. crosses the Owens 
River. Narrow Gauge Rd. is on the 
north end of Lone Pine. For more 
info, e-mail info@friendsoftheinyo.
org or call 760.873.6500. 

Beginner’s Horse Camp 
Registration 

Beginner’s Horse Camp for ages 
7 and up, June 18-19, 8-11 a.m. Lil’ 
Horse Camp for ages 3-7, June 18 
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. each participant 
will be given a horse to handle, groom 
and ride. Knowledgable instructors 
will teach the basics with an emphasis 
on safety at Sierra Meadows Ranch, 
1 Sherwin Creek Road, Mammoth, 
To register call 661.316.5434 or 
760.382.5017. 

TOWN STUFF UPCOMING 
June 14-17/
California High School Rodeo finals 
@ Bishop. The best event held at the 
Fairgrounds all year, says Lunch. 
Entry to all events just $20. Info: 
760.873.8405.

Tuesday, June 14/ 
Mono County Board of Supervisors 
meet at the Courthouse in Bridgeport, 
9 a.m. 
Natural History of Mono Basin 
Woodpeckers, 7-9 p.m. at the Mono 
Lake Committee Information Center. 
Join North American woodpecker 
specialist Steve Shunk for this 
dynamic overview of Mono Basin 
woodpeckers. For more information 
call (760) 647-6595 or go to wwww.
monolake .org. 

Wednesday, June 15/ 
Mammoth Lakes Library 
MakerSpace 2-5 p.m. All ages 
welcome.
Story Time at the Mammoth Lakes 
Library @ 10:30 a.m. 

Thursday, June 16/ 
Mono Basin Bird Chautauqua 
Volunteer event at the Mono Lake 
Committee Information Center & 
Bookstore, 9-11:30 a.m. Help take 
care of Lundy Canyon by picking up 
trash around the lake and near the 
trailhead. Visit www.birdchautauqua.
org for more information.
The High Country Responds to 
a Changing Climate with Caelen 
McQuilkin, Geoff McQuilkin, Connie 
Millar, Greg and Sarah Stock, 1-5 p.m. 
at the Mono Basin Scenic Area Visitor 
Center auditorium. The Mono Basin’s 
climate action group (350 Mono) will 
present a day of education on high 
elevation climate issues in the Eastern 
Sierra. No charge and open to all.

AT THE MOVIES

Minaret Cinemas                            

Now You See Me 2 (PG-13): Follow-up to the original thriller about illusionists 
the Four Horsemen. Starring Harry Potter, er, Daniel Radcliffe.  

Alice: Through the Looking Glass (PG):  We love us a good Tim Burton film. 

                                Info: www.mammothlakesmovies.com/760.934.3131. 
*Customer appreciation day is back! Tuesdays all seats $6

CALENDAR PAGES SPONSORED BY:

June 17-19/ 
15th Annual Mono Basin Bird 
Chautauqua at the Lee Vining 
Community Center, 296 Mattly Ave. 
Check-in at the Community Center in 
Lee Vining. For more information go 
to www.bird chautauqua.org/ .

June 17-26/ 
Monster Energy Mammoth 
Motocross. Seven days of thrilling 
competitions at the infamous 
Mammoth Motocross track. www.
mammothmotocross.com

Friday, June 17/
ESIA McGee Creek Beaver Pond Tour
11 a.m. –noon. Meet at McGee Creek 
Trailhead. The tour will cover six miles 
roundtrip and will last approximately 
2-3 hours. For information please call 
760.920.1163.

June 18-19/
Fred Hall Father’s Day Fishing Derby, 
6 a.m.-8 p.m. Fish in the Lakes Basin, 
then weigh your catch at Rick’s Sports 
Center in Mammoth Lakes for a 
chance at winning an awesome prize 
package. Call 760.934.3416 for details.

Saturday, June 18/
Eastern Sierra Certified Farmers 
Market 9 a.m.- noon. Locally-grown 
fruits and vegetables. Behind Bishop 
City Hall on Church Street. For info, 
contact Sue 760.937.6768 or e-mail at 
bishopfarmersmarket@gmail.com.
Summer Solstice Tennis Tournament 
at the Snowcreek Athletic Club 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. at 51 Club Drive. For more 
information call 760.934.8511
Father’s Day Fishing Derby in 
Independence, weigh in from 10:30-3 
p.m. at Dehy Park, awards at 4.
“Blind Bogey” event so everybody has 
a chance to win! Call 760.614.0044 for 
more info. 

Bear Talk in June Lake 

The California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife invites the community 
to a presentation on “Living 
Responsibly in Bear Country” on 
Wednesday, June 22, at 7 p.m. at 
the June Lake Community Center. 
The presentation will cover black 
bear biology, bear behavior, how 
bears become habituated to human 
sources of food, CDFW’s role in 
responding to bear-human conflicts, 
and what residents can do to help 
keep bears in the wild where they 
belong. During spring, summer and 
fall, California’s black bears are in an 
almost constant search for food to 
obtain the large number of calories 
they need to survive and reproduce. 
If bears find easy sources of food in 
residential areas, they will return 
again and again to the same location. 
When bears get too comfortable 
around people and begin to associate 
humans with food, they can become 
dangerous and must be killed. This 
presentation will educate residents 
on how to eliminate bear attractants 
from their property, what to do if they 
encounter a bear, and how CDFW 
and local agencies can help. For more 
information, please contact Andrew 
Hughan, CDFW Communications at 
916.322.8944

FOI Stewardship Opportunities 

Friends of the Inyo’s Stewardship 
programs engage the public in caring 
for public lands throughout the 
Eastern Sierra. This summer, Friends 
of the Inyo is offering two unique and 
exciting stewardship opportunities.

Volunteers are needed to assist with 
a plant phenology study to document 
the timing of annual life cycle 
stages. Devils Postpile staff will train 
volunteers on June 23, and volunteers 
will survey plans another four times 
over the summer. 

Volunteers looking for a more wild 
experience are welcomed to help with 
a backcountry restoration project 
in the John Muir Wilderness. From 
August 23-27, volunteers will restore 
threatened habitats and campsites 
near Golden Trout Lake. Expect a 
moderate-to-strenuous seven mile 
hike in and out, and three days 
of work. There will be pack stock 
support for food and tools. Perks 
include good work, good company, 
views of iconic Mt. Humphreys, and 
spectacular sunsets.

Details:
Devils Postpile Citizen Science 

Project-June 23rd, then four 
additional days through the summer 
and early fall. 

Humphreys Basin Volunteer 
Restoration-August 23-27, 7 mile hike 
in on first day, three days restoration 
work, hike out the fifth day. Must 
be able to hike and work at high 
elevation. Pack support for food and 
tools.

Potential volunteers must apply for 
each project. Contact Friends of the 
Inyo to apply. Ben Wickham, Member 
& Outreach Coordinator, (760) 873-
6500, info@friendsoftheinyo.org
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Notice Inviting Bids
 
Sealed proposals will be received at the office of the 
Mammoth Community Water District, located at 
Mammoth Community Water District, 1315 Meridian 
Boulevard, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546, until 3pm 
local time on June 16, 2016, or such later date as may 
be set by addendum, and then will be publicly opened 
and read for the construction of the following public 
works project:

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

June Lake Properties

June Lake Properties
2662 Boulder Drive P.O. Box 238
June Lake, CA 93529

This business is conducted by a corpora-
tion.
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above in 1983.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on May 19, 2016         
File Number 16-086
2016-0086  (6/11, 6/18, 6/25, 7/02)

       PUBLIC NOTICES 

Notice of Public Comment Period 

Notice Inviting Bids

Notice Inviting Bids

Well drilling services for the drilling, construction, 
development, and testing of a single test bore-
hole (MCWD 32) and the construction of either a 
production well or dual-nested monitoring well. The 
test borehole shall serve to evaluate the lithologic 
character of subsurface formations and aquifers and 
to determine the characteristics of the subsurface 
formations through geophysical surveys and mea-
surements. According to the conditions encountered 
at the well site, the borehole shall be converted to a 
permanent production well in the manner specified 
in the Technical Specifications. 

In the event the MCWD does not elect to convert the 
borehole to a production well, the borehole shall be 
converted to a dual-nested monitoring well or shall 
be destroyed in the manner specified in the Technical 
Specifications. 

The contract documents for the Project, including the 
public works construction contract, instructions to 
bidders, bid forms, and plans and technical specifica-
tions, may be examined at the District office, with 
prior notice to the District’s representative, located 
at 1315 Meridian Blvd, Mammoth Lakes CA 93546. A 
copy of contract documents may be obtained at the 
District’s office upon request and payment of $25.00. 
This payment is non-refundable. Bidders must com-
ply with the Instructions to Bidders. Digital copies of 
contract documents may be obtained at no cost. 
The District will hold a mandatory pre-bid conference 
at the site of the project, the intersection of Ranch Rd 
and Woodcrest Trail, Mammoth Lakes CA 93546, on 
June 9, 2016 at 1pm. It is suggested that each prospec-
tive bidder review the bid documents and project site 
prior to the pre-bid conference. Each prospective bid-
der shall be required to attend the pre-bid conference. 
Bids from any bidder not attending this conference 
will be rejected as non-responsive. 

Each Bid must be submitted on the prescribed forms 
and accompanied by cash, a cashier's check, certified 
check or bid bond executed on the prescribed form 
payable to the District in an amount not less than 10 
percent of the amount bid. 

The successful bidder will be required to furnish a 
payment bond and faithful performance bond each in 
the full amount of the Contract price, and insurance 
with certificates and endorsements of insurance, as 
provided in the Contract Documents. The required 
bonds must be provided only by a surety insurer who 
is admitted to do business by and in good standing 
with the California Department of Insurance. 

Bidders are hereby notified that in accordance with 
Public Contract Code section 22300, securities may be 
substituted for any monies that the District may with-
hold pursuant to the terms of this Contract to ensure 
performance. 
The successful bidder must possess the following 
classification or type of contractor's license issued 
by the Contractors State License Board: Class [C-57], 
California. 
To be qualified to bid on this Project, bidders must 
be registered and qualified to perform public work 
with the Department of Industrial Relations pursuant 
section 1725.5 of the Labor Code. All subcontractors 
listed in a qualified bidder’s bid as performing any 
portion of the work also must be registered and quali-
fied with the Department of Industrial Relations. 
The attention of bidders is directed to the require-
ments and conditions of employment to be observed 
and prevailing wage rates to be paid to all workers 
employed under the Contract in accordance with 
Labor Code sections 1770 and following. Copies of 
the prevailing rate of per diem wages are on file at 
the District's office, and will be made available to 
any interested party on request. In accordance with 
Labor Code section 1771.4(a)(1), this project is subject 
to compliance monitoring and enforcement by the 
Department of Industrial Relations. 

The District reserves the right to reject all bids. Any 
bid not conforming to the intent and purpose of the 
Contract Documents may be rejected. The District 
may extend the time to award the Contract for a 
period of time which shall not extend beyond 60 days 
from the bid opening date. 

TS #2016-0069

NOTICE OF VACANCIES
PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COM-
MISSION AND RECREATION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that three terms of office 
on the Planning and Economic Development Com-
mission and three terms of office on the Recreation 
Commission will become vacant.  The terms of 
appointment are for four years and will expire on July 
31, 2020.

The Planning and Economic Development Com-
mission meetings are scheduled for 2:00 p.m. on the 
second Wednesday of each month.  The Recreation 
Commission meetings are scheduled for the first 
Tuesday of each month at 9:00 a.m.

Interested parties should file an application with the 
Town Clerk on or before Thursday, June, 30, 2016 at 
5:00 p.m.  Application forms (“Application for Public 
Appointment”) may be obtained from the Town’s web-
site, www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov;  Town Clerk 
at the Town Offices, Minaret Village Shopping Center; 
by emailing jgray@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov or by 
phoning 934-8989, extension 267.

Dated:  June 3, 2016

Jamie Gray, Town Clerk

 TS #2016-0082

Notice of Vacancies

NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL 
DISTRICT
AIR QUALITY MONITORING NETWORK PLAN 2016

The Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District 
(GBUAPCD) has made available for inspection and 
public comment its Draft Air Quality Monitoring Net-
work Plan for 2016  (Draft AMNP 2016) in accordance 
with Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations Part 
58.10. 
 Copies of the Draft AMNP 2016 and supporting docu-
ments may be obtained from the GBUAPCD at 157 
Short Street, Bishop, California, and at the District's 
website, www.gbuapcd.org, under "What’s New."  

Written comments received by 12:00 noon on Mon-
day, June 27, 2016, will be included in an informa-
tional item and staff report provided to the Governing 
Board of the GBUAPCD at its regular Board meeting 
on July 13, 2016, at 10:00 a.m. at the Alpine County 
Administrative Center, 99 Water Street (State Highway 
89), Markleeville, California 96120. 

 Oral comments will also be taken at this meeting. All 
written comments must be received by 9:00 a.m. on 
Wednesday, July 13, 2016, to be included in the staff 
report presented to the U.S. EPA for their consider-
ation and action.  Comments on the plan should be 
sent to Mr. Phill Kiddoo, Air Pollution Control Officer, 
GBUAPCD, 157 Short Street, Bishop, CA  93514.  Com-
ments may also be submitted by e-mail to pkiddoo@
gbuapcd.org.  For further information, contact Mr. 
Chris Lanane, Air Monitoring Specialist, at (760) 
872-8211. 

TS #2016-0084

GREAT BASIN UNIFIED
AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT
REQUEST FOR BIDS
Bid Number 2016-V2
One (1) New 2015 or 2016 High-Clearance 4-Door 
4-Wheel-Drive Sport Utility Vehicle

 The Clerk of the Board is requesting bids for: one 
(1) new 2015 or 2016 model high-clearance 4-door 
4-wheel drive sport utility vehicle with high and low-
range 4-wheel drive capability.

Sealed bids will be accepted until 3:00 p.m. on Thurs-
day June 30, 2016 at which time all bids received will 
be opened.

For detailed specifications, bid information and 
special requirements, contact the Clerk of the Board 
by telephone at (760) 872-8211, in person, or by mail 
at 157 Short Street, Bishop, California 93514, or at the 
District’s website, www.gbuapcd.org, under What’s 
New. Questions regarding this request for bids should 
be directed to Mr. Nik Barbieri at the above address 
and phone number.

 TS #2016-0085

Notice Inviting Bids
ADDENDUM NO.1 TO INVITATION TO BID 
TIMBER RIDGE TANK REHABILITATION PROJECT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that in reference to the 
contract documents of the above mentioned project, 
the following will be noted: 

A. 1.1 INVITATION TO BID  
Sealed proposals will be received until 3pm local time 
on June 23,2016. The District will hold a  mandatory 
pre-bid conference at the site of the project on June 
15, 2016 at 1pm.

TS #2016-0087

Sealed proposals will be received at the office of the 
Mammoth Community Water District, located at 
Mammoth Community Water District, 1315 Meridian 
Boulevard, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546, until 3pm 
local time on June 23, 2016, or such later date as may 
be set by addendum, and then will be publicly opened 
and read for the construction of the following public 
works project: 

Lining and rehabilitation services of a 500,000 gallon 
concrete potable water storage tank. The project 
consists of installation of polyurea fabric or hypalon 
interior lined NSF 61 lining system, polyurea fabric 
exterior lined NSF 61 lining system, interior and 
exterior surface preparation and concrete repairs, 
piping adjustments, and temporary potable water 
bypass facilities. 

The contract documents for the Project, including the 
public works construction contract, instructions to 
bidders, bid forms, and plans and technical specifica-
tions, may be examined at the District office, with 
prior notice to the District’s representative, located at 
1315 Meridian Blvd, Mammoth Lakes CA 93546. 

A copy of contract documents may be obtained at the 
District’s office upon request and payment of $25.00. 
This payment is non-refundable. Bidders must com-
ply with the Instructions to Bidders. Digital copies of 
contract documents may be obtained at no cost. 
The District will hold a mandatory pre-bid confer-
ence at the site of the project, 670 John Muir Rd., 
Mammoth Lakes CA 93546, on June 15, 2016 at 1pm. 
It is suggested that each prospective bidder review the 
bid documents and project site prior to the pre-bid 
conference. Each prospective bidder shall be required 
to attend the pre-bid conference. Bids from any bid-
der not attending this conference will be rejected as 
non-responsive. 

Each Bid must be submitted on the prescribed forms 
and accompanied by cash, a cashier's check, certified 
check or bid bond executed on the prescribed form 
payable to the District in an amount not less than 10 
percent of the amount bid. 

The successful bidder will be required to furnish a 
payment bond and faithful performance bond each in 
the full amount of the Contract price, and insurance 
with certificates and endorsements of insurance, as 
provided in the Contract Documents. The required 
bonds must be provided only by a surety insurer who 
is admitted to do business by and in good standing 
with the California Department of Insurance. 

Bidders are hereby notified that in accordance with 
Public Contract Code section 22300, securities may be 
substituted for any monies that the District may with-
hold pursuant to the terms of this Contract to ensure 
performance. 
The successful bidder must possess the following 
classification or type of contractor's license issued 
by the Contractors State License Board: General 
Engineering A. 

To be qualified to bid on this Project, bidders must be 
registered and qualified to perform public work with 
the Department of Industrial Relations pursuant sec-
tion 1725.5 of the Labor Code. 
All subcontractors listed in a qualified bidder’s bid 
as performing any portion of the work also must 
be registered and qualified with the Department of 
Industrial Relations. 

The attention of bidders is directed to the require-
ments and conditions of employment to be observed 
and prevailing wage rates to be paid to all workers 
employed under the Contract in accordance with 
Labor Code sections 1770 and following. 
Copies of the prevailing rate of per diem wages are on 
file at the District’s office, and will be made available 
to any interested party on request. 
In accordance with Labor Code section 1771.4(a)(1), 
this project is subject to compliance monitoring and 
enforcement by the Department of Industrial Rela-
tions. The District reserves the right to reject all bids. 

Any bid not conforming to the intent and purpose of 
the Contract Documents may be rejected. The District 
may extend the time to award the Contract for a 
period of time which shall not extend beyond 60 days 
from the bid opening date. 

TS #2016-0070

 Notice of Addendum No.1 Notice of Addendum No.1
ADDENDUM NO.1 TO INVITATION TO BID
 WELL DRILLING SERVICES FOR MCWD WELL 32

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that in reference to the 
contract documents of the above mentioned project, 
the following will be noted: 

A. 1.1 INVITATION TO BID  Sealed proposals will be 
received until 3pm local time on June 30, 2016. The 
District will hold a mandatory pre-bid conference at 
the site of the project on June 9, 2016 at 1pm or June 
23, 2016 at 1pm. Bidders need to attend onl one pre-
bid conference. 

TS #2016-0088

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Green Machine Rentals

Age Busters, Inc.
238 Serria Manor Road P.O. Box 2801
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by a corpora-
tion.The registrant has not yet begun to 
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name listed herein. 

This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on June 07, 2016         
File Number 16-081
2016-0089 (6/11, 6/18, 6/25, 7/02)

to what it was in 2013. The recycled 
water program allows the golf 
courses to continue to operate 
without drawing water away from 
other district consumers. The 
2015 AWCPR states that mandated 
water use reductions cost MCWD 
over $100,000 annually. As a result, 
$121,851 will be claimed by MCWD 
for the 2016 FY to ensure that 
the District can still provide the 
same level of service to customers 
without drastically losing revenue or 
violating California law. 

This amount will be collected 
in the form of “Water Shortage 
Surcharges,” whereby meter 
customers pay an extra monthly 
amount in addition to the monthly 
base rate. In general, customers 
with smaller meters use less water 
than those with larger meters, so the 
monthly surcharge will be allocated 
according to meter size. For the 
upcoming fiscal year, surcharges 
range from $1.31 per month to 
$61.08, with single and multi-family 
residential customers paying the 
least, and those with a 6-inch meter 
used primarily for irrigation and 
other commercial/industrial uses 
paying the most. 

Hylton emphasized that the FOG 
program is in an evaluation phase, 
but that Food Service Enterprises 
are required by MCWD code to have 
on-site disposal of grease in refuse 
containers so that it is not flushed 
down the drain.

“Not only must interceptors be in 
place, they must also be regularly 
maintained. It is the District’s goal 
to ensure that is happening. If an 
FSE owner does not have the proper 
equipment installed it will be their 
responsibility to make the necessary 
improvements.” 

When asked if the Water District 
has the power to penalize business 
owners who refuse to comply, 
Hylton said, “There is no penalty 
for improper disposal of FOG, but 
there may be in the future to ensure 
compliance.” 

GREASY
continued from page 7
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Help Wanted Help Wanted

Sierra Employment Services, Inc is 
hiring for the following positions

Line Cook $13/hr
PT GL Plummer  $13/hr 

Sales Associate  $10-$12/hr
Front Desk Clerk $12-$15/hr
General Laborers $12-$15/hr

PT/FT Housekeepers $12-$15/hr
Front Desk Supervisor  $14-$18/hr
Apprentice Carpenters  $15-$18/hr
Laboratory Tech $26.16-$34.59/hr

Call 760-924-0523 or 760-873-8599
 

See our full joblist online 

The East Side Bake Shop is prepar-
ing to reopen and hiring for all positions, 
particularly bakers and counter associates. 
Cool vibe, great location in McGee Creek. 
Call Elizabeth @ 760.914.2696. 

Grumpy’ s is hiring  experienced wait-
staff. Apply at Grumpy’s Restaurant.

Stellar Brew is hiring for Food Prep and 
Line Cooks. Experience necessary. Fun 
working enviroment, great pay, awesome 
hours. We are looking to fill full time and 
part time positions. Apply in person or e-
mail resume to stellarbrew@gmail.com.

House keeping  position available at 
the Austria Hof Lodge. Call 760.934.2764 
or drop off resume at 924 Canyon Blvd.

Get Outdoors 365 seeks PT bike me-
chanic. One-year experience. Competitive 
pay. Great environment. Stop by the shop 
and talk to Sean. 

Get Outdoors 365 seeks sales associ-
ate. Outdoor knowledge a plus. Reliable, 
happy, trustworthy, etc. Talk to Sean or 
Anita 

Weatherization Lead Trainee IMACA, 
Inc. is seeking a journeyman with 3-4 yrs. 
construction experience seeking career 
in energy conservation. Will train to meet 
state requirements & cover cost to obtain 
Class B contractors license(CSLB). For a 
complete Job description & application 
please visit our website:www.imaca.net or 
call (760)873-8557 x111

The Town of Mammoth Lakes is recruit-
ing for:

               Permanent Positions
•  Finance Director
•  Equipment Mechanic
                 Seasonal Positions
•  Gymnastics/Tumbling Instructor
•  Recreation Coordinator
•  Aquatic Site Coordinator
•  Assistant Aquatic Site Coordinator
•  Lifeguards/Swim Instructors
•  Rec/Summer Camp Leaders & Interns
•  Sports Officials 
•  Crossing Guards
Come and be a part of the exciting Town 

of Mammoth Lakes team and help make 
a difference in our local community! For 
details, please visit the Town’s website: 
http://www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov

For Rent

1 BR Snowcreek Meadow Condo, fully 
furnished sunny open floorplan with view 
of Mammoth Mt. Full amenities-pool, 
sauna, laundry. N/S & N/P $1,295.00. call 
(760)709-1726.

Dominos is hiring delivery drivers and 
shift managers. Apply in person. All posi-
tions. 760.934.5555. 

The Best Commercial Space  In Mam-
moth Lakes! Appox.1291 Sq. Ft. with 400 
Sq. Ft. of loft space for office. Amenities: 
Loading dock & roll up door entry, onsite 
management,restrooms,heating available, 
snow removal. Appox. 370 Sq. Ft. with 
small loft. Amenities: Roll up door entry, 
onsite mamagement,reastrooms,snow 
removal. Other units available too. Sure 
Save Self Storage 86 Commerce Dr. Mam-
moth Lakes (760)934-4583

GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLU-
TION CONTROL DISTRICT

Position Announcement
Field Services Technician I
Keeler location (Full-Time, w/Benefits).  

One position.  Salary Range $4,289-$5,213 
per month, DOQ.

For more information and job applica-
tion please visit: http://www.gbuapcd.
org/employment or call (760)872-8211.

Applications and materials for this 
position should be submitted to the 
Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Con-
trol District, 157 Short Street, Bishop CA 
93514.  Required application materials 
are due 5:00 pm June 17, 2016 (postmarks 
not accepted).  Position will remain open 
until filled.

CORRECTIONS

Commercial Space  for Rent. Appox. 400 
square feet, great location. Sheet and High 
Sierra Energy as neighbors. Call Lunch @ 
760.937.4613. 

Restaurant Manager
Rafters Restaurant & Lounge is looking for 
a strong service-oriented individual to di-
rect and supervise our Rafters restaurant 
floor team. Looking for someone with 
vision and passion to deliver the highest 
quality and detailed experience to our 
guests. Must have previous management 
experience in a high-volume restaurant.

Floor Manager
Red Lantern Restaurant is seeking Floor 
Manager. Responsible for the day-to-day 
operation of restaurant service. Schedule 
and train staff. Be highly visible on the 
floor. 2 years management experience 
required.
Please complete an application at 202 
Old Mammoth Road or send resumes to 
mm@thesierranevadaresort.com

Commercial Space  for Rent. Appox. 
2000 square feet, great location Old Mam-
moth Road.$2350.00/month. call Russ 
(760)934-6377. 

The Sierra Nevada Resort & Spa is hir-
ing for all Rafters Restaurant, Red Lantern 
and Jimmy’s dining room and kitchen 
positions. Full and Part Time positions 
available.Please complete an application 
at 202 Old Mammoth Rd. or send resumes 
to mm@thesierranevadaresort.com

3 Light and Bright,Beautifully furnished 
1 BR ,units avaiable for rent from now until 
12/15/16. Upper units, Very Modern, cus-
tom lounge sofa,stainless steel appliances.
Dishwasher,micowave,oven,etc.Direc 
TV,Blazing fast wifi, and all other utili-
ties included in the Rent. Absolutely No 
smoking and No Pets. $1400. per unit. Will 
consider any time frame within this pe-
riod. Contact Nate Hunter(310)748-4506, 
or nate@cityloancorp.com

Charming Creekside 2 bedroom in 
Big Pine. Long Term Lease, updated 
kitchen, jacuzzi tub, in-unit washer/
dryer, pellet stove, fenced yard, & storage 
shed. $950.00 a month, 1 1/2 X’s rent for 
deposit. No smoking, No Pets. Call Dave

(818)312-2433.

H.E.A.R.T.S. Connection is the Early 
Start Family Resource Center for Inyo and 
Mono counties. We are looking to hire a 
Family Resource Speciallist to work with 
families who have infants and toddlers 
in the Early Start Program.This position 
can either be filled by one full-time or 
two part-time employees. We are open to 
creative ideas. Office location is Bishop 
or Mammoth Lakes. Description : Under 
minimal supervision completes “Family 
Resourse Center” implementation activi-
ties including but not limited to parent-
to parent support, outreach, training 
and facilitation a support group. Other 
responsibilties include required tracking 
of grant goals and paperwork. Starting 
salary :$11.00 per hour/no benefits. For 
more information contact: Susan Graham 
(800)210-7633x304.

Mail Delivery Person permanent Part-
Time Individual for Crowley Lake mail 
delivery. This person must be willing to 
work Friday and Saturday 9:30-3:00 pm, 
at a rate of $90.00 per day. DMV.,F.B.I., 
and Drug screening required. Excellent 
memory necessary. 760.914.1463 

LETTERS
continued from page 4

once the largest contiguous Jef-
frey Pine forest in North America. 
Indiana Summit was even depicted 
in the Smithsonian Institute and was 
visited by President Roosevelt. 

I recently spoke to the Inyo Na-
tional Forest public affairs officer 
and was left feeling that terms like 
“fuels reduction” refer to many of 
the practices that have left the pub-
lic with a skeleton of a forest man-
dated by fear of wildfire. 

I live here because of the for-
est, not in spite of it. I would have 
moved out of the forest if I felt it was 
a threat, not cut it down because I 
am afraid. The fuel reduction that 
has gone on recently between June 
and Mammoth is on going and will 
probably continue for years, ac-
cording the the forest service. No 
completion date. 

I asked if these current actions are 
performed within the current forest 
management plan and was told the 
plan is written in a way that allows 
for these destructive amendments. 
The daily decision of which tree 
gets cut down or gets to survive is 
done by a handful of Forest Service 
employees concluding their actions 
have left the forest in a healthier 
condition. Being able to tie in the 
public fear of wildfire, to the lack 
of wildfire during what’s called the 
suppression period, to the need to 
keep removing trees for the health of 
the forest sounds like a government 
agency justifying it’s own existence. 

What has been left behind after 
the recent tree removal around 
June Lake and down to Mammoth, 
has left a sterile, even-aged, non-
biodiverse, non-renewable, pumice 
floored dessert. No big trees, No 
small trees. Not many plants, not 
many animals. The sun beats down 
hard on what was once a forest floor. 
It’s a risky move to try to restore the 
forest to what they say is a pre-sup-
pression state of heath of the forest. 

Areas of the forest that have had 
their final stands of old growth 
removed in the mid 80s , are now 
pumice deserts. Certainly the fuels 
have been reduced but so have the 
forest values. Shade, trees, wildlife, 
and biodiversity seem absent. 

I get very concerned seeing 
healthy 20-plus inch Jeffries now be-
ing cut down almost daily, without 
seemingly any checks and balances 
discriminating against these actions. 

Perhaps the Forest Service should 
stop this current cutting, maybe step 
back and show some science and 
structure to refute what I see each 
and every day I look at the trees that 
were once the forest. 

I encourage people to comment 
on the new forest plan that is up for 
review. Make sure they keep some 
of the forest values that most of us 
live here for. Ninety four percent of 
the old growth Jeffrey pines were 
removed before the mid-80s. Ninety 
eight percent are now gone. None 
have grown back. 

Evan Smith
June Lake

In the May 21, 2016 edition of The 
Sheet in the story, “Pants on Fire?” it was 
erroneously stated that Bridgeport is the 
home of the Eastern Sierra ATV & UHV 
Jamboree. Walker is the home of the 
Eastern Sierra ATV & UHV Jamboree. The 
Sheet regrets the error.

In the March 26 edition of The Sheet, 
the story “Agua Obscura” it was errone-
ously reported that the Metaboilc Studio 
is trying to “heal” the community of 
Lone Pine, it is trying to heal the land. 
“Metabolic Studio Soil Project” is made 
from horse and mule manure. And, the 
community will not be taking over local 
Studio projects. The Studio has “helped 
galvanize the local food movement and 
was the catalyst for the Owens Valley Food 
Coop – a resilient community of growers 
taking charge over their food sovereignty.” 
The Sheet regrets the errors.

California passed a new law to 
increase the age of tobacco purchase 
to 21, which takes effect, along with 
other new tobacco laws on June 9.

According to the new laws, retail-
ers can sell tobacco products or 
paraphernalia only to individuals 
who are at least 21 years old. The 
laws that apply to the sale of tradi-
tional tobacco products also apply 
to the sale of electronic smoking 
devices like e-cigarettes. The laws 
require that tobacco retail outlets 
post an Age-of-Sale warning sign 
and check ID, and retailers cannot 
have self-service displays of tobacco 
products or paraphernalia (includ-
ing electronic smoking devices).

IN BRIEF
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FIRE ENGULFS BISHOP BUILDING

Gemini: The next year of your life 
will see your focus move away from 
work and career and towards love, 
family and home. This is a blessing 
as you’ll see any apathy towards your 
career get balanced out with joy and 
success away from work. To make the 
most of this period, adopt a motto like: 
“I refuse to be embarrassed about what 
I’d do for a Klondike bar.”
Cancer: The good, attractive and 
passionate people of this sign are often 
misunderstood. You see, Cancerians 
tend to see and feel things with their 
souls instead their hands, eyes or 
frontal lobes like the rest of us. There-
fore, please try to be more sympathetic 
to those of us simpler humans and 
remember what Cloudsfucious once 
said, “The most important letters in 
confusion are usually f-u.”
Leo: The next chapter of your life 
promises to be blessed with good luck 
and happy circumstance. So go forth 
with enthusiasm, and remember there 
are no accidents and that luck doesn’t 
care for lazy, but does respect rest and 
rejuvenation. So please remember the 
words of Benjamin Franklin, “Dili-
gence is the mother of good luck.”
Virgo: Overall, June is shaping up to 
be a lovely month for you. There’ll be 
time for you, time for some of your 
favorite people and sometime at the 
end of the month a positive oppor-
tunity will present itself. The most 
important thing to remember about 
opportunity is that sometimes it likes 
to knock and wait, sometimes it likes 
to ring the doorbell and then go hide 
in the bushes.
Libra: Here are your nuggets of 
wisdom for the end of spring: From 
the Oglala Sioux: “We should be as 
water, which is lower than all things 
yet stronger than even the rocks.” 
From Chuck Norris: “Men are like steel: 
when they lose their temper, they lose 
their worth.” From Clouds: “When in 
doubt, offer pants-optional hugs.”
Scorpio: Since June is going to be 

HORRORSCOPES
By Clouds McCloud

extra full it’s also likely to be a bit 
stressful, too. Here are a couple sayings 
for you: From the Bible: “Ask and keep 
on asking and it will be given to you; 
seek and keep on seeking and you will 
find; knock and keep on knocking and 
the door will be opened to you.” From 
Clouds: “Asking helps, showing helps 
even more.”
Sagittarius: Ass-trologically speak-
ing, there’s nothing too exciting going 
on this week. So this means you’ll have 
to be in charge of spicing things up 
yourself. Clouds recommends adding 
Sriracha or salsa to any meals except 
dessert. You can also spice things up 
yourself by saying something like, 
“That body of yours must be full of 
important data, because I really feel 
the need to back it up.”
Capricorn: While your work life or 
another project may not be going as 
stress-free as you’d like, the good news 
is that you should have lots of luck in 
love. Pisces, Taurus and Virgos are your 
best amorous bets, especially if you 
use lines like: “You look great, but it 
does appear you could use a big dose 
of vitamin me.”
Aquarius: The Stars are report-
ing that your social life should start 
to really pick up speed this week. To 
make the most out of it, please try not 
to bring any stresses from work home 
with you and be sure to err on the side 
of caution. So to recap: ride your bike 
or walk to most social gatherings, wear 
protection on and off your bike, and 
leave the stresses of your work (and 
any co-workers you’d like to run over) 
at the office.
Pisces: The Stars are highlight-
ing communication for your sign. To 
help, try to take a deep breath and 
maybe a walk before saying anything 
important. It also helps to write your 
thoughts down before speaking. Just 
don’t write them in an email or text 
and hit send if they say anything like: 
“My middle finger gets an erection 
every time I think of you.”

Press Release

Aries: For reasons even Clouds can’t 
understand, the phrase “Calm your 
tits” has become a popular part of 
the American vernacular. To help this 
make more sense, this ass-trologer 
would like to pass along some more 
options: “Don’t let your bust combust.” 
“De-stress your breast-area.” “Don’t 
drink so much fear cola that it hurts 
your areola.” “Don’t let the calamity 
spread to your mammarys.”

Taurus: Now that another school 
year has bid adieu, please pick a fun 
new motto for the summer. Here are a 
few suggestions. 1)“Ban pre-shredded 
cheese. Make America grate again.” 
Dos) “If you chase two rabbits you 
won’t catch either one.” 3)“Make 
America Great Britain Again.”

www.theothersideofcalifornia.com

Come adventure in our… Backyard

B I G  P I N E ,  B I S H O P,  D E A T H  V A L L E Y,  I N D E P E N D E N C E  &  L O N E  P I N E

A fire early Sunday morning did 
serious damage to an apart-
ment complex and destroyed 

many of the vehicles at the site. At ap-
proximately 3:22 a.m. on June 5, units 
from the Bishop Fire Department as 
well as the Bishop Police Department 
responded to the area of the 100 block 
of Edwards Street off West Line Street 
near Dwayne’s Friendly Pharmacy for a 
reported residential structure fire. 

Upon arrival, units found a multi-
residential structure fully engulfed in 
flames. Bishop Fire Department units, 
with the assistance of the Big Pine Fire 

Department and CalFire worked to ex-
tinguish the blaze, while units from the 
Bishop Police Department and the Inyo 
County Sheriff’s Department evacuated 
numerous residents from the area. 

There were no injuries reported. The 
apartment building was left with major 
damage, and as a result of the fire, 
several vehicles parked at the complex 
were destroyed.

The investigation into the cause of 
the fire is continuing at this time, and 
anyone with additional information is 
encouraged to contact the Bishop Po-
lice Department at (760) 873-5866. 

A fire on June 5 in Bishop did major damage, but no injuries were reported. 



Amy and Steve Miller, future owners of Rock Creek Lakes Resort sans Pie in the Sky. 
This was their reaction to “Say pie!” for the photo. The pies had become a source of 
pride and pain at the resort. Amy’s mother is Sue King, the Pie Lady.
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She gathered her own recipes and 
started baking at the resort in 1979.

King and the café were either 
featured or included in a number of 
articles in Sunset Magazine in the 
1990s and then in the modern era 
promoted on Facebook and Yelp. 
Popularity skyrocketed from there. 
It didn’t take long before there was a 
line around the deck and around the 
store that weaved outside.

She said there are plenty of people 
who just cannot believe the Kings, 
both generations, would be toss-
ing such a money maker down the 
drain. King’s daugters, Amy and 
Kristin, have learned the art but 
don’t want to be committed. 

And it’s really not that lucrative. 
After labor and filling, the pies have 
a 10 percent profit margin, said 
Amy’s husband, Steve Miller.

“You can’t really explain to every-
body all the thoughts and reasons 
that went into the decision,” King 
said. “We feel really good about it. 
We want people to come up here for 
the right reasons. This is a beautiful 
place and it’s a lot more than what 
comes out of our kitchen,” she said. 

Those 37 years of rolling and 
kneading out pie dough have taken 
its toll; her knuckles are starting to 
swell with arthritis and she says her 
back hurts. She looks like a hard-
core rock climber; her hands are 
broad and strong and her arms are 
cut and sinewy.

When Amy was on the phone with 
someone looking for pie, Sue helped 
by yelling out a referral, like a pie 
doctor. “We tell them the pie lady re-
tired, and people go, ‘Well, that’s fair 
enough.’” Even Sue tells people “the 
pie lady retired,” because nobody 
knows what she looks like because 
she’s rarely been out of the kitchen.

She said she’s flattered and “we’ve 
had a good run, but things change.” 

She’s been talking with daughter 
Amy for a long time about the future 
and what direction to go. Amy and 
Miller are slowly taking over the 
resort.

“They (Amy and Kristin) could 
probably start a Pie in the Sky busi-
ness and do well at it. But nobody 

Join our community of sports and outdoor lifestyle enthusiasts on 
Memorial Day weekend at our new location on 787 N Main Street, Bishop.

Scott Bike Rentals Bring this ad for a
free swag and
chance to win a
Scott mountain bike
and 15% discount
on bike rentals and
new bikes.

Standard: Aspect and Contessa $35/day
Kids: Voltage $30/day
Performance Mountain/Road Bikes $66/day
Down Hill Bike: Gambler 730 $105/day 

We’re Moving. Move with us.
Cottonwood Plaza • 787 N Main St. • Bishop, CA 93514 • (760) 873-3472

facebook.com/valuesports
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wants to do that,” King said with her 
big grin.

“It came down to, do we want to 
be a pie place and that’s it and spend 
a ton of money on a kitchen remod-
el, or do we want to be about the 
resort as a whole?” Amy King told 
The Sheet, sounding a little like she 
has to defend herself for not want-
ing to live a life shackled to an oven 
because somebody wants a slice of 
pie at 10,000 feet. 

Amy is dedicated to Rock Creek 
Canyon. She has a tattoo of Esther’s 
Tree, a massive juniper down the 
road from the resort, on her arm. 

Miller of Miller and Son, BBQ 
Brewing Company said the place 
was becoming too busy for locals to 

want to stop. “Anglers won’t step foot 
in here because of the pie line.”

“We want people to come up for 
the whole experience,” Amy said. 
“That’s our main goal, to support 
this entire area.” The two want to 
start a happy hour, get local beers on 
tap and local art on the walls.

Miller’s already priming the place 
as the next great barbecue, hopeful 
to ride the coattails of the pie. 

The pie legacy will live on with a 
menu of baked delights and a forth-
coming pie cookbook. The resort is 
serving crumbles using the pie filling 
recipes and served with ice cream.

My mom is one of the kindest, 
most compassionate people I know,” 
Amy said. “I want to be my mom, 
she’s incredible and I’m very really 
proud of her. But, I’m not her.”

Miller said of his burgeoning 
sauce business that he hopes he 
can emulate King’s successes. “She 
started out making two pies a day, 
now she can’t make enough. That’s 
the dream, for me, to get to that 
point where we can’t make enough.” 
Maybe then they’ll revert back to 
pies.

To get to Rock Creek Lakes Re-
sort, turn off Highway 395 at Tom’s 
Place and go up Rock Creek Road 
for about 8 miles. It’s on the right 
hand side. If you pass the lake, 
you’ve gone too far but just keep 
driving to the end and turn around, 
the views alone are worth the trip. 
For more information, go to www.
rockcreeklakesresort.com or call 
760.935.4311.

PIES
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FALL IN 
LOVE
ALL OVER 
AGAIN   

All information subject to change. BRE# 01812140

INTRODUCING CREEKHOUSE AT SNOWCREEK RESORT
New Luxury Townhomes, minutes from Mammoth Mountain, starting from the mid $700,000’s.

ALPINE GOLF COURSE • ATHLETIC CLUB • BIKING & HIKING TRAILS • SALES 760-934-3334 • LIVESNOWCREEK.COM
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