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Tony Colasardo, Ken Kubarych, Leigh Gaasch and Tom Cage 
participate in their third or fourth revisioning of Main Street in as 
many decades. See story below.

By Giles
A week of workshops and presentations attempts to forge a new vision
STUMBLING DOWN MAIN STREET
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see MURPH, page 10
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 ESAC attack
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 Blonde ambition
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 Keep the change
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 Taxi?
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HAIL TO THE MURPH
Remembering Steve Murphy, 1945-2016

Steve Murphy, a man of 
legendary generosity, 
a fixture at Mammoth 

Lakes Jazz and the longtime 
property manager at Mam-
moth West, died on Friday, 
December 2 at his home in 
Bishop after a bout with can-
cer. He was 71. 

Murphy was an Eastern 
Sierra resident for more than 
four decades. 

Murphy was born in Los 
Angeles on June 15, 1945. 
He grew up in Arcadia and 
spent his summers in Ava-
lon, where his mother was 
a seamstress and made all 
the tablecloths for the local 
restaurants. 

He quit high school dur-
ing his senior year when his 
father suffered a heart attack, 
forcing Steve to go to work to 
support the family. He later 
earned his GED. 

He spent four years in the 
Navy from 1965-1969 and 
served in Vietnam. 

He met his future wife 

By Lunch

This week, residents 
of Mammoth Lakes 
were asked yet again to 

come up with a better Main 
Street. 

When asked how many 
times he’d participated in 
such a process, Tom Cage, 
owner of Kittredge Sports 
and Chevron, told The Sheet, 
“What, you mean detailed 
planning processes for 
downtown? Oh, I’d say three 
or four times over the last 
forty years. It feels like every 
seven years we regurgitate 
something new.” Cage par-
ticipated in the Downtown 
Neighborhood District Plan 
Working Group in 2009. 

Dinsmore created an 
online survey (under the 
name of his other company, 
Crowdbrite Solutions, a DBA see MAIN, page 6

Nancy during a trip home 
one weekend when he was 
stationed in Oakland. 

As Nancy described it, “He 
sat at the bar and stared at 
me for an hour. I was there 
with my friends and I told 
them I thought he was a 
weirdo. But then he finally 
asked me to dance, and we 
talked until the bar closed 
and then we talked some 
more at Denny’s until five in 
the morning.” 

Nancy says he really dated 
her and her mother Lois, as 
Nancy’s father had recently 
passed away leaving Lois 
widowed, so the trio went 
everywhere together. 

The couple was married a 
month after Murphy got out 
of the service and remained 
married for the last 47 years 
of Steve’s life. 

As Nancy said, “He was the 
love of my life … and he was 
fun!” 

A WESTERN KIND OF SLEIGH

Students from the Rainbow Connection Preschool wave from their float on Saturday, December 3. For 
more photos of the Bishop Christmas parade, tree lighting and Street of Lights, see pages 12-13. 
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Steve Murphy 
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for Sierra Dinsmore, LLC) 
that asks general questions 
about a “downtown” Mam-
moth Lakes. As of press time, 
73 people had participated. 
The survey has been up for 
two weeks, but is not located 
on the town’s website, rather, 
it can be found at www.con-
nectmammoth.com.

At Dinsmore’s presenta-
tion to the Chamber of Com-
merce (there were other pre-
sentations to the Recreation 
Commission, Mammoth 
Lakes Recreation, Mammoth 
Lakes Housing, Town Coun-
cil, and a workshop for the 
public), Mammoth Resident 
Quart Keyes told Dinsmore, 
“It was very much assumed 
that I would know where the 
downtown area was. I was 
like, we have a downtown? 

Where is that?” She also 
noted that the survey did not 
distinguish between Shady 
Rest Park and the Shady Rest 
Parcel. 

Mammoth Lakes Hous-
ing Executive Director Kirk 
Stapp asked why the visuals 
provided in the survey and 
presentation to illustrate the 
development of downtown 
were all maps taken from the 
October 2016 Hart Howerton 
Presentation. “If you’re going 
to spend town dollars and 
staff time to do things… 
we need to put some of the 
sidebars on this,” he said, 
referring to Town Council’s 
October 19 decision to reject 
Hart Howerton’s plan to re-
locate the Post Office, Multi-
Use Facility, and RV Park, 
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In our letters section this week, you’ll see a submission from Robert 
Thacker where he cancels his subscription because of a column we ran 
by Harold Hartley. 

My reaction: First off, based on the editorial I wrote in that issue, 
I had one reader suggest that I should get a job writing speeches for 
President-Elect Trump, so … I was pleased that we were able to piss off 
everyone a little bit. We live in a world now where people can consume 
information that they tailor to their own predilections. So by and large, 
folks don’t have to be confronted by too many opinions that differ from 
their own. I think this makes people intolerant and brittle. 

I would like to think of The Sheet as one small outpost of indepen-
dence, a Gumpian smorgasbord. And if it makes your blood pressure 
rise, well, that’s good for you. 

My grandfather, every once in awhile (when we were alone in the car, 
of course) would put his foot on the gas and crank it up to about 90 
mph, which I thought was terrific. His explanation: Sometimes, you’ve 
got to rev the engine up real high so you can clear all that shit out of the 
exhaust. 

I’m betting Mr. Thacker, despite his protestations to the contrary, 
actually felt better after reading Hartley’s piece. 

And from Rea’s desk:

According to calculations by Giles and I (made on our fingers), there 
have been seven meetings this week across town to discuss transit, 
visioning and the future of Mammoth Lakes as a pedestrian-friendly, 
feet-first community.

That’s why I thought it was so interesting when Dawn Schultz, owner 
of the Edelweiss Lodge, stood in front of Mammoth’s Town Council 
on Wednesday to express her dismay that the Eastern Sierra Transit 
Authority’s (ESTA) Gray Line will be discontinued after December 16. 
When Schultz said that ESTA Executive Director John Helm had told 
her it was in the November 2 Town Council agenda, I was pretty sure 

CRANK IT UP TO NINETY

BUY ANY SIZE PIZZA
Get the second one, same 
or lessor value for $5*

A slice above.

*Buy any size Pizza, get the second one, same or lessor value for $5. Valid for dine-in, take-out or delivery (where available). Delivery 
minimum and fee may apply.  Not valid for gift card or alcohol purchases. May not be used in combination with any other offer.  Must 
present original coupon. No photocopies accepted.  Redeemable only at location(s) listed.  No Cash value. Expires  01/31/17. ©2017 
zpizza, International Inc.

MAMMOTH LAKES
26 Old Mammoth Rd.
(760) 934-5800

Dine-In • Take-Out • Delivery • Catering

I was going to catch hell from my boss for missing it. But Schultz said 
that she and her husband had watched it on the Granicus system, and 
still didn’t catch it. “[Helm] said it’s been under discussion for over 
a year,” Schultz said. Particularly dismaying is the fact that the line 
services the Aspen Village complex, a low-income housing area. What 
about those using ESTA to go to Vons? Are they going to have to walk 
home with bags of groceries from the Snowcreek bus stop? 

As Colin Fernie said later in the meeting, the only way to get people to 
get out of their cars is to make it convenient for them to do so. 

People will choose to go feet first “not because we’re mandating them 
to do it, but because we’re providing them with more convenient op-
tions.” I have to wonder how convenient it will be for people who live at 
the end of Old Mammoth Road to be feet first if our public transporta-
tion system leaves them behind.
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By Lunch

I’D LOVE TO CHANGE THE WORLD

Clockwise, from below the MLTPA sign: Kim Stravers (in a green blazer), Jeff Irons, Danna Stroud, Dawn Vereuck, Tony Colasardo, 
Mary Beth Hennessy, Mike Schlafmann, Tom Hallenbeck, Jo Bacon, Wendy Sugimura, Roy Saari, Shields Richardson, John Went-
worth, Scott Burns (obscured), Greg Newbry, Alex Fabbro, Kit Muhs, Karen Ferrell-Ingram, John Knott, Izzy Martin, Eric 
Fishburn, John Vereuck, Jeff Olson.

PRESENTED BY THE SOUTHERN  
CALIFORNIA FORD DEALERS

NIGHT OF LIGHTS – DEC 17
CANYON LODGE

SPARK
 THE 
MAGIC
Celebrate the holiday season at this free event 
with family festivities, be wowed by a spectacular 
� rework show, then stay for the afterparty with live 
music. Enjoy the show and activities from the Rooftop 
Viewing Area or the Family Club Room  – space is 
limited, get your tickets now.

Ten Years After with MLTPA

It all started back in the day when 
it felt like it would keep snowing 
forever. 

There was an increasing amount of 
backcountry ski traffic in the Sherwins 
and a corresponding amount of egress 
traffic in the Ranch Road neighbor-
hood bordering the Snowcreek Golf 
Course. 

The brewing conflict between public 
land users and private property owners 
inspired the formation of Mammoth 
Lakes Trails and Public Access (MLTPA) 
which celebrates its 10th anniversary 
this Friday, December 9th at 5 p.m. at 
Rafters. 

One of MLTPA’s founders, John 
Wentworth, is now a Mammoth Lakes 
Town Councilmember. Wentworth’s 
serving on Council is a symbol of how 
far MLTPA has come (in terms of po-
litical clout), as well as a symbol of an 
increasing national awareness regard-
ing the recreational economy. 

As Danna Stroud observed this week, 
“Ten years ago, the focus [in Mam-
moth] was on development. MLTPA 
increased awareness of [the impor-
tance of] outdoor recreation and the 
need to invest in it in order to enhance 
the visitor experience ... it changed the 
dialogue about our priorities.” 

The Inyo Forest’s Deputy District 
Ranger at the time, Mike Schlafmann, 
is now based in the Seattle area. He 
recalled, “I had absolute faith it would 
work, though I was naively surprised 
at how long it would take [to reach the 
point where the USFS could place a 

fair amount of trail miles under permit  
to a third party].” 

“This was an example of different 
entities working together to leverage 
their strengths,” he said. 

Schlafmann noted the unique nature 
of MLTPA and what it has accom-
plished in relation to the rest of the 
country. “I’m not aware of any other 
municipality with this type of scope 

[trails under permit].” 
For perspective, he said, “we’re just 

starting to do some of the same stuff 
here [in Seattle]. The challenge is 
scaling up from 10,000 people to 4.8 
million.” 

In terms of the recreational econo-
my, Schlafmannn said 2017 will mark 
the first time that recreation will be 
counted as a separate category for 

purposes of measuring Gross Domes-
tic Product. 

This will allow the USFS and others 
to quantify recreation as an economic 
force. 

Schlafmann said it is estimated 
recreation [to the USFS] provides nine 
times the value of timber, yet repre-
sents an incredibly small percentage of 
the USFS budget. 
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see LETTERS, page 17

Frequently Asked Questions

Dear Mono County Community:

During the time since the presiden-
tial election concluded, we have heard 
concerns from community members 
regarding the possible changes the 
new administration has discussed, 
the impacts to County programs and 
services from those potential changes 
and, the resulting impacts to individu-
als and families.  

We have put together the following 
frequently asked questions and an-
swers to address some of these con-
cerns and to provide you with links to 
departments that will have up-to-date 
information regarding Mono County 
services and programs. Please remem-
ber that as of right now, there is much 
we do not know.

What will happen to my health in-
surance? There are no changes to ben-
efits or health insurance coverage at 
this time. Current clients of health and 
social service programs will continue 
to receive the benefits they are eligible 
to receive, and individuals and fami-
lies who may be eligible for assistance 
should still apply. 

Will the Sheriff deport me or my 
family? The Mono County Sheriff’s 
Office will not become an enforcer of 
federal immigration laws.

Will my confidential information 
be given to immigration? We continue 

our commitment to the laws that gov-
ern the confidentiality of individuals’ 
medical and personal information; all 
departments that have any individual’s 
medical or personal information will 
continue to follow these laws. 

If there are changes at the federal 
level, when will they take effect? Fed-
eral changes are not likely to happen 
without warning.    

How will I know about these 
changes if and when they occur? All 
Mono County departments that may 
be affected by changes at the federal 
level will share information they re-
ceive with the community as soon as it 
becomes available.

We do know that our community 
makes Mono County a special place 
to live and our people are diverse, 
hardworking, and dedicated. We know 
that, like all communities, some mem-
bers are more vulnerable to potential 
changes than others. And, we do know 
that Mono County’s service delivery 
staff is dedicated to providing you with 
accurate, up to date information as we 
know it.

Leslie Champman,
Mono County Administrative 

Officer 

Keep the Change, Jack

Dear Mr. Lunch,

Over the years I have tolerated a lot 

of drivel that passes for political com-
mentary in your “adjudicated paper of 
general circulation,” but with the pub-
lication of the post-election column by 
Harold Hartley, whoever or whatever 
that is, your publication has crossed a 
line.

His essay in your November 12 edi-
tion is mostly just stupid. But from “...
back to the mouthbreathers who voted 
for Trump” to the end of the piece, he 
spews the same condescending, insult-
ing, disrespectful vitriol (“hate speech”, 
really) that Hillary Clinton famously 
let slip in her “basket of deplorables” 
remark.

I see elsewhere in the same edition 
that 1,989 voters in Mono County 
voted for Trump/Pence (44%). You 
don’t understand that nearly half of 
your voting community would rightly 
be offended by what you print from 
Hartley? That’s ok. HRC didn’t get it 
either.

Don’t hand me that bit about 
freedom of speech and the free press. 
Hartley is free to put his trash any-
where he can sell it or give it away. 
But you as the publisher of The Sheet 
should have the good judgement not 
to put it in what is taken to be a com-
munity paper in a small town. With 
freedom comes responsibility. If you 
are not ashamed you should be at least 
embarrassed. Probably not.

I pay you to mail The Sheet to my 
home in Dana Point. In the future I 
will pick it up at Giovanni’s where it is 

available at a fair price.
Please cancel my subscription im-

mediately, do not send future editions, 
and you can keep the change, Jack.

Bob Thacker
Dana Point

Bait and Switch

Dear Editor:

Trump told us what kind of a Presi-
dent he would be in “The Art of the 
Deal”.  He said, “The final key to the 
way I promote is bravado. I play to 
people’s fantasy…That’s why a little 
hyperbole never hurts. People want to 
believe something is the biggest and 
the greatest and the most spectacular.”

I voted for Bernie Sanders and, like 
many of you who voted for Trump, I 
did so to weaken the stranglehold that 
corporations and the wealthy have 
on our democracy. The question is, 
will Trump really shake things up, and 
will he do so for the benefit of those 
millions of Americans struggling with 
growing economic inequality?

Our biggest clue so far is found in 
Senator Elizabeth Warren’s statement 
that “Personnel Is Policy” or alterna-
tively, the biblical “By their fruits, ye 
shall know them.” We can learn much 
about Trump’s actual plans through 
his personnel choices for his cabinet. 

M
A

M
M

O
TH

 LA
KES TRAILS & PUBLIC

 A
C

C
ESS

1
0 t h  A n n i v e r s a

r y

Est .  2006

TEN
years young

FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER  9TH
 5:00 PM

 7:30 PM 

MLTPA 10th ANNIVERSARY
Celebration & Fundraiser!
Food, drinks, door prizes, honorees, 
silent auction, champagne & cake!
$25 donation cover - free ticket to 
“Monumental” for the �rst 50 people
@ Jimmy’s Taverna - 248 Old Mammoth Rd, 
Mammoth Lakes. Party bus for Monumental 
screening leaves at 7:15 sharp!

FRIENDS OF THE INYO  
Winter Fundraiser & 
Premier Screening of  
“Monumental: Skiing Our 
  National Parks”
Beer & festivities! 
Tickets $10
@ Mammoth Lakes 
Welcome Center Auditorium - 
2510 Main St, Mammoth Lakes 

For more information go to mltpa.org 
or friendsoftheinyo.org
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By Giles 

I think it’s going to be 

really sad just because...

there’s probably 20 kids 

a day that ride that bus. 

none of them know.

”

“

- Dawn Schultz

We seat on a Walk-in Basis / No Reservations
www.slocums.com for menus

HAPPY HOUR 4-6
DINING ROOMS OPEN 5:00 

 Fall Hours:
Open Tues - Sat
 Closed Sun & Mon 

LOCAL NEWS
HOT TOT

It’s no secret that The Town of Mam-
moth Lakes has struggled to collect 
Transient Occupancy Tax on nightly 

rentals in residential areas and to shut 
down nightly rentals in areas where 
they are not zoned. 

John Morris, Chairman for Mam-
moth Lakes Tourism’s Board of Direc-
tors, says the Transient Occupancy Tax 
Committee, Town Finance Staff, and 
the Town Manager have participated in 
a series of presentations from the tech 
firm Host Compliance over the last few 
weeks. According to Founder and CEO 
Ulrik Binzer, the firm uses a “secret 
sauce of software tools… instead of 
manual efforts to do matching. With 
the help of our algorithms, we can do 
this faster and more accurately [than 
the town’s current system of having 
employees manually search rental sites 
and match listings with existing parcel 
and address maps].” Binzer said all 
results are double checked by a team 
of analysts, who can then take the data 
and find out who is non-compliant.

Town Revenue Accountant Danny 
Earls told The Sheet that most enforce-
ment currently starts with the town re-
ceiving a tip via the TOT hotline. Town 
staff then manually searches rental 
sites for the address and listing. This 
process works well for nightly rent-
als in illegal zones, but offers little or 
no way to detect individuals who rent 
nightly in areas where the transaction 
is zoned, but who don’t register their 
rentals with the town or pay TOT. Mor-
ris described the Town’s enforcement 
efforts as having “mixed results.”

According to Earls, the town has 
ample means to enforce illegal rentals 
and demand taxes but doesn’t have 
adequate resources to truly stamp out 
illegal nightly rentals in Mammoth 
Lakes. 

In a demonstration, Host Compli-
ance reported that on November 2, 
there were 3,715 listings for nightly 
rentals on 2,660 unique properties 
within the Town of Mammoth Lakes. 
According to Mammoth Lakes Hous-

ing Director Jennifer Halferty, that’s 28 
percent of the town’s housing stock. 

Morris said that hiring the firm 
would be equivalent to hiring two or 
three new employees. It could cost the 
town between $150,000 and $200,000 
annually, but would yield massive 
returns on remitted TOT for illegal 
rentals, Morris said. He said the data 
analysis requires technological skills 
that are difficult to recruit in town em-
ployees. Administrative and Finance 
Director Rob Patterson said the town 
has not entered into an agreement 
with Host Compliance at this time and 
that town staff is assessing the return 
on investment to determine whether 
hiring the firm would be a good idea. 

“I think that overall it would more 
than pay for itself,” said Morris. He 
also noted that the town typically aver-
ages 30 percent total occupancy in its 
housing stock, and said he hoped that 
by cracking down on illegal nightly 
rentals, more homeowners would be 
incentivized to rent to the workforce. 
This Wednesday, Mammoth Lakes 
Housing sent postcards to second 
homeowners, asking them to consider 
renting their homes long-term. 

Morris also noted that some mem-
bers of the community might feel the 
operation was “like Big Brother.” He 
said the potential for increased town 
revenue and expanded workforce 
housing outweigh the cost of increased 
surveillance (he is also the Director 
of Operations at Snowcreek Resort, a 
company that currently complies with 
TOT and competes with illegal rentals 
that don’t). “It’s all out there on the in-
ternet anyway. We all put this informa-
tion out there for anyone to see… now, 
The Town might have more tools to 
enforce it.” Town Manager Dan Holler 
noted that, because Host Compliance 
is the only company of its kind “doing 
this kind of work,” the town may not 
be required to put a potential contract 
out to bid. Approval of such a contract 
would rest exclusively on Town Coun-
cil. 

Big Brother may come knocking in the form of a San Francisco tech firm

While the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes spent its week hold-
ing workshops and giving 

presentations on its “Walk, Bike, Ride” 
program, Dawn and Terry Schultz, 
owners of the Edelweiss Lodge, were 
taken by surprise when they learned of 
the planned cessation of the Gray Line 
bus service, which currently runs past 
their business.

The change was apparently buried 
in a November 2 Council agenda item 
which asked to “Authorize Town Staff 
to work with the Eastern Sierra Transit 
Authority (ESTA) to add the enhanced 
Meridian Boulevard trolley route.” 
The eventual motion, as outlined in 
the minutes from that meeting, was 
“carried by a 5-0 roll call vote to pro-
vide additional funding to ESTA in an 
amount not to ex-
ceed $150,000 over 
a three-year period 
to implement en-
hancements to the 
Meridian Boule-
vard trolley route.” 

The Schul-
tzes said they only 
found out about 
the change when 
Robin Thompson, 
who owns Mam-
moth-June Publish-
ing, delivered their 
transit maps. “He 
said, ‘You prob-
ably don’t want to 
advertise with us next year since you’re 
not on the map,” Dawn Schultz told 
The Sheet on Thursday, December 8. 

According to ESTA’s web site, the 
Gray Line is scheduled to cease opera-
tion on December 19. Dawn Schultz 
said she spoke with ESTA Executive 
Director John Helm, who informed her 
that the cancellation was discussed at 
the November 2 Council meeting. “We 
watched the entire [Nov. 2] broad-
cast and this specific item is actually 
tagged and flagged as Authorization of 
Town Staff to work with ESTA to add 
enhanced Median Blvd. trolley route,” 
Dawn Schultz said on Wednesday. 
“Nowhere does it say the Gray Route 
will be affected.” 

Helm was unable to return a call for 
comment from The Sheet as of press 
time. 

Schultz said the Pine Cliff Lodge and 
the White Horse Inn will also be af-
fected by the line’s cancellation.

Furthermore, the Gray Line currently 
services the Aspen Village affordable 
housing development, just past Snow-
creek resort, where bus service will 
cease after December 19. “They [previ-
ously] thought it was an important 
enough bus stop that there’s a pull out 
in front of those apartments,” Schultz 
told The Sheet.

“I think it’s going to be really sad just 
because…there’s probably 20 kids a 
day that ride that bus. None of them 

know.” 
“I’m just a little disappointed that 

there was was no notification,” said 
Terry Schultz at the Council meeting. 
“At least a sign put up on those bus 
stops saying ‘We’re thinking about 
reducing or eliminating this service.’ 
It just wasn’t advertised at all…When 
kids come back [to school on] January 
2, are they going to be standing out 
there at a bus stop that no longer exists 
because they haven’t been notified?”

Dawn Schultz also said that she has 
advertised on several different plat-
forms that her business is located on 
a public transit line. “I now have to 
spend hundreds of dollars taking that 
[information] off.”

District 5 Supervisor Stacy Corless 
offered some ideas and commentary 

on the subject, say-
ing that the “No-
vember 2 agenda 
really buried [the 
closure] in the de-
tails of that item.” 
She urged Parks 
and Recreation Di-
rector Stuart Brown 
to notify users that 
the Gray Line is 
ending, and to pos-
sibly put a notice in 
the school bulletins 
about the closure. 

She suggested 
that the Town 
should “moni-

tor what happens after service ends. 
Will the route be plowed in a timely 
manner so kids can get to school? Let’s 
keep this conversation going also with 
the ESTA board, and maybe reconsider 
ending the Gray Line…Maybe we can 
get a little more creative.”

The irony of this week’s public meet-
ings encouraging mobility in Mam-
moth and the closure of the line were 
not lost on Dawn Schultz. “We have 
things encouraging us to ‘Walk, Bike, 
Ride’ our town, [Transient Occupancy 
Tax] is highest it’s been in any years, 
ever…The Town’s not broken anymore. 
This is a bad time to take stuff away.” 

Gray Line to end, residents say they had no idea
WHERE’S MY BUS?
By Rea
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By Bodine
HOLIDAYS WITHOUT FRUITCAKE?

Cancelling a serving of the thick, 
dried fruit-laced holiday pastry 
may be a blessing, but this year’s 

cancellation of the 12th Annual Inter-
nationally Acclaimed Independence 
Fruitcake Festival is a loss for the com-
munity. Nancy Masters, Inyo County 
Librarian and a festival matriarch, 
explained that unforeseen events have 
made it impossible to put the event on 
at a level worthy of its reputation. 

The gathering of like-minded fruit-
cake afficienados is ruled by an annual 
theme requiring extensive decorating 
and organization that Independence 
Civic Club couldn’t pull off. It’s better 
not to serve fruitcake at all than one 
that’s not done in the middle.

According to a press release from 
festival organizers, the Fruitcake King 
has been kidnapped and is being held 
for ransom by The Candied Fruit Gang. 
The desperados are exacting revenge 
“for the Fruitcake Festival’s domina-
tion of the nation’s candied fruit sup-
ply for the past several years.”

The ransom is the equal to the King’s 
weight in fruitcakes.

Another dessert-based pot luck is 
hoping to palliate the loss, Masters 
said. A Community Yuletide Gathering 
will be held Saturday, December 10 at 
6 p.m., at the American Legion Hall 
located on Highway 395 and hosted by 
the Independence Civic Club. 

The tasting of the archival fruitcake 
will be held in memory of fallen breth-
ren, followed by a moment of silence 

NATIONAL HEALTH CARE OPEN ENROLLMENT
November 1, 2016 to January 31, 2017

GOT INSURANCE?  •  GOT QUESTIONS?

Are You Eligible for Financial Assistance?

Did you know that Enrolling through an Agent is a 
Complimentary Service?

We Are Your Local Health Insurance Experts
If we helped you before, 
we can help you again.

ALICIA & ERIC OLSON
OLSON INSURANCE BROKERS

LIC# 0783148 & #0I19200

760.934.2200 
148 Mountain Blvd., Mammoth Lakes

olsoninsurancebrokers@gmail.com

in honor of the missing Fruitcake King. 
The festival is about more than 

drinking too much eggnog—it’s a 
forum for local nut and fruit jobs to 
let their flag fly. “It’s an opportunity to 
show another side,” Masters told The 
Sheet. She gave the example of Inyo 
County Supervisor Mark Tillemans, 
who went as Wonder Woman for last 
year’s Superhero theme. He might not 
have an opportunity this year to show-
case his inner self.  

“It has to have that wild nature, or it’s 
just not really a festival,” says Masters. 
There are plenty of outlets for “normal 
creativity,” she said, but the festival is a 
different medium; it’s a mix of cosplay, 
inhibition and holiday cheer. 

A band of festival fans offered to 
throw something together last minute, 
but there wasn’t enough time to do 
the event justice. The festival bar is set 
high and to have visitors bear witness 
to an inadequate display would be a 
disservice to everyone involved, says 
Masters.

The festival started as a farcical 
conversation but was overheard by 
Inyo Register reporter Jon Klusmire, 
who promptly published the idea, and 
the community was committed. It was 
once held in January, but the scarcity 
of eggnog outside the prescribed holi-
day season proved to be the downfall 
of that calendar change.

“The point is to satisfy the needs of 
those who need to be different,” Mas-
ters said, “and we all love fruitcake.”

MAIN
continued from page 1
ideas which Town Council member 
John Wentworth termed “sidebars.” 
Dinsmore said the Town Council’s 
amendments to Hart Howerton’s plan 
had been accounted for, although 
the relocated Post Office and Multi-
Use Facility were still present in the 
maps distributed to the community at 
presentations and in the online survey. 
Dinsmore said he used Hart How-
erton’s visuals because they integrated 
all of the existing plans into one map 
that was easy to engage. Participants, 
such as Greg Eckert, Kathy Cage and 
Kirk Stapp, noted that this presenta-
tion was confusing. 

According to Dinsmore’s contract, 
Town Staff is responsible for providing 
him with the necessary planning docu-
ments to organize these presentations. 
As of Tuesday’s meeting with Mam-
moth Lakes Housing, Dinsmore was 
unaware of MLH’s efforts to finance 
the concept plan for the Shady Rest 
Tract compiled by the Dahlin Group in 
August. 

At that same meeting, Tom Cage 
asked if Dinsmore had seen the 2008 
Hart Howerton Concept for Main 
Street. Dinsmore had not. 

At Wednesday’s “What’s Up with 
Downtown?” Public Workshop, Din-
smore showed participants draw-
ings rendered by the Colorado-based 
architecture firm Wolff Lyon of existing 
buildings in Colorado and California 
mountain towns. Workshop partici-
pants were encouraged to cut out the 
buildings and tape them in places on 
the Hart Howerton Concept Map for 
Main Street where they thought that 
type of building would be appropriate. 
He then had participants use color-
coded Post It notes to make positive 
and negative comments on the Hart 
Howerton Concept Map for Main 
Street. 

In his presentation to The Chamber 
of Commerce, Dinsmore told business 
owners and property owners it was on 

them to step up. “The town has really 
done a lot,” said Dinsmore at that 
meeting. 

 According to Dinsmore, Truckee 
was able to revitalize its railyard and 
downtown by building one multi-use 
test building as a model for what the 
rest of town could be. “How do we take 
something that is a $30 million project, 
and turn it into many little $1 million 
projects?” asked Dinsmore. 

At Wednesday’s workshop with the 
public, Kathy Cage complained that 
the 4 p.m. meeting time was incon-
venient for just about any working 
person in Mammoth. “People aren’t 
participating because we’ve seen this, 
I’ve seen this three times,” said Stapp. 
“I’m sorry, the community is burnt out. 
People are working, they don’t have 
the time, and they’ve gone to these 
charettes before,” said Stapp. Lindsey 
Lyon, Staff Assistant for the TOML 
Recreation Department said, “I would 
have loved to go, but I have to work 
here...” 

Many of the survey questions were 
vague in their language and scope, and 
the range of multiple choice options 
available to participants made it hard 
for community members to clarify 
their responses. Prior Specific Plans 
and Concepts were not consistently 
cited to remind participants what had 
already been codified and approved, 
and what was just wishful thinking at 
this point. 

When asked for his take on a walk-
able downtown as a property owner 
on Main Street, Tom Cage advocated 
for walkability, then said facetiously, “I 
have the Hertz licensure in Mammoth, 
so I’m totally against that.” Tony Cola-
sardo laughed and said, “I guess you’ll 
have to get some golf carts!” Neither 
seemed convinced this planning effort 
would stick. 

Once again, visit www.connectmam-
moth.com to chime in on the Main 
Street plan.
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By Bodine and Giles

Musil Resigns

On Friday, December 2, Mono 
County Registrar of Voters Bob Musil 
announced that he was resigning from 
office. His resignation was effective 
Friday, December 9. Mono County 
Administrator Leslie Chapman apolo-
gized, saying she could not discuss the 
matter with the public or with media 
as it was a personnel action. “We wish 
him well and are said to see him go,” 
said Chapman.

Musil’s resignation comes after a 
series of administrative voting mis-
haps that all occurred in 2016. In June, 
Musil made a proofreading error that 
resulted in ballots for the Mammoth 
Town Council election instructing vot-
ers to select three candidates for Town 
Council instead of two. Only two seats 
were up for election, and the County 
was forced to reprint special Town 
Council Ballots for the Town of Mam-
moth Lakes.

On December 1, Musil submit-
ted a Voting Incident Report to The 
Mono county Board of Supervisors 
that reported an additional error in 
the November 2016 election results. 
“When ballots for Precinct 5 (June 
Lake) were tallied, the write-in ballots 
for the June Lake Public Utility District 
did not tally… After working with our 
voting database programmer, it was 
determined that a setting was miscon-
figured, causing the write-in votes to 

LOCAL NEWS BRIEFS
be skipped entirely,” wrote Musil.

When The Sheet called the Mono 
County Elections line, Helen, who 
preferred her last name be omitted, 
confirmed that Mono County offi-
cials would be performing a manual 
recount of ballots cast for Precinct 5 
at 9:30 a.m. on Monday, December 
12. Helen said the public is welcome 
to observe, but that they must be 
respectful, watch in silence and not 
touch anything. Per Musil’s report, the 
uncounted ballots were all for people 
who were not registered to run in the 
election.

Body Found at Shepherd Hot 
Spring

The body of 29-year-old Mam-
moth Lakes resident, Gerardo Espitia 
Godinez, was found inside a white van 
next to Shepherd Hot Spring located 
off Whitmore Tubs Road on Saturday, 
December 3. 

According to a press release from 
the Mono County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, a party at the hot spring failed to 
make contact with Godinez inside the 
van and contacted law enforcement. 
California Highway Patrol Officers and 
Sheriff’s Deputies responded to the 
scene and found Godinez lying on the 
back seat.

After deputies tried and failed to 
contact Godinez, they gained access to 
the van and determined Godinez was 

deceased.
Foul play is not suspected. A pend-

ing autopsy report will determine the 
cause of death. 

Gerardo’s cousin, Tony Godinez, 
started a GoFundMe account. “We are 
all very sad by the terrible news that 
has hit the Godinez Family. The family 
is asking for help, anything helps in 
this situation, as no one prepares for 
such tragedies.”

Bishop Man Dies in Vehicle Crash

At approximately 9:30 p.m. on 
Monday, December 5, the California 
Highway Patrol dispatch received a call 
about a single-vehicle roll-over block-
ing the roadway near the intersection 
of Death Valley Road and Highway 168, 
east. Officers discovered the vehicle’s 
only occupant, Eric Gustafson, had 
succumbed to injures sustained from 
the accident. The cause of death is 
still under investigation. The CHP is 
seeking the public’s assistance with 
the investigation and anyone with any 
information should contact the Bishop 
CHP at 760.873.5150 or 760.872.5900.
Gustafson owned and operated Knead-
ed Bodyworks in Bishop. 

Horse Herpes

The California Department of Food 
and Agriculture has confirmed that a 
horse in Inyo County has a new strain 

of Equine Herpes Virus (EHV-1). This 
case is not associated with 13 con-
firmed cases in Southern California.

The 20-year-old quarter horse geld-
ing is part of a pack string of 28 horses 
and four mules that have since been 
quarantined to limit further transmis-
sion. This disease outbreak is under 
investigation by CDFA staff onsite, ac-
cording to Outbreak News Today.

Herpes spreads through physical 
contact of tack or feed buckets, from 
horse to horse or by humans cleaning 
horses. EHV-1 is difficult to detect and 
can cause respiratory and neurologi-
cal problems, abortion and neonatal 
death. Symptoms of the disease start 
as a fever, and few days later, the horse 
has a hard time getting up and can ap-
pear weak. 

EHV-1 is not necessarily a death sen-
tence but resulting paralysis can lead 
to bladder malfunction and possible 
rupture.

According to the American As-
sociation of Equine Practitioners, 
the connection between EHV-1 and 
neurological symptoms has not been 
established. There are no vaccines that 
can prevent the neurological effects of 
EHV-1.

Most horses recover after several 
months but some never regain the 
ability to rise. EHV-1 is one of the most 
serious health risks for domesticated 
horses.

Community Event Marketing 
Fund

On Tuesday, November 29, the Mono 
County Economic Development, 
Tourism & Film Commission allocated 
$22,000 in Community Event Market-
ing Fund dollars to various local non-
profits to help them promote specific 
tourism-related events to markets 
outside the Eastern Sierra. The alloca-
tions are as follows:
$5,500: Northern Mono Chamber 
of Commerce: Three events - Kite 
Festival, Birding & Hiking the Valley, 
Eastern Sierra ATV/UTV Jamboree—
Walker/Coleville/Topaz.
$1,500: Bridgeport Fish Enhance-
ment: Bridgeport Trout Tournament 
—Bridgeport.
$4,000: Bridgeport Chamber of Com-
merce: Bodie Bowl Mountain Biking 
event—Bridgeport/Bodie State His-
toric Park.
$1,250: Mono Council for the Arts: 
June Lake Jam Fest—June Lake.
$3000: June Lake Loop Performing Arts 
Association: June Lake Theatre Festi-
val—June Lake.
$1,250:   June Lake Chamber of Com-
merce: June Lake Winter Festival—
June Lake
$1,375:    Eastern Sierra Interpretive 
Association: Eastern Sierra History 
Conference—Mammoth Lakes
$1,375: Mammoth Mountain Com-
munity Foundation:  Mammoth Gran 
Fondo—Mammoth Lakes.
$1,375: Eastern Sierra Symphony: 
Spring Woodwinds Concert—Mam-
moth Lakes.
$1,375: Eastern Sierra Avalanche Cen-
ter: Eastern Sierra Avalanche Center 
Winter Kick-off—Mammoth Lakes. 
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By Bodine
Testing arsenic origins in Olancha proves difficult
READING BETWEEN THE LINES 

The Crystal Geyser-Roxane water 
bottling plant in Olancha is 
responsible for leaking arsenic 

into the ground, and investigations by 
the Lahontan Regional Water Control 
Board are trying to determine the 
extent of the contamination. However, 
investigators are trying to determine 
how much arsenic is naturally-occur-
ring, and how much Roxane should 
take the blame for. 

There was no groundwater monitor-
ing of arsenic levels prior to Roxane’s 
discharging, and no baseline or back-
ground levels to use for comparison 
to the contamination. When Roxane 
began operation in Olancha in 1990, 
the Food and Drug Administration’s 
acceptable arsenic levels were 50 parts 
per billion (ppb). The Environmental 
Protection Agency lowered it to 10 ppb 
in 2001. At the time of the change, Rox-
ane was bottling at 15 ppb, according 
to Senior Hydrologist Mark Grivetti of 
Geosyntech, the third party firm hired 
by Roxane to examine the hydrogeol-
ogy of the aquifer from which it draws 
its water. This change required Roxane 
to filter the excess arsenic and dispose 
of it. Unfortunately, it was disposing of 
the arsenic into a non-permitted and 
leaky pond, aptly named the Arsenic 
Pond, The Sheet reported in April of 
2015.  

Roxane has since removed the Arse-
nic Pond, and the heavy metal is now 
being filtered, captured and shipped 

to a proper disposal site, Anne Holden, 
engineering geologist for Lahontan, 
told The Sheet. 

Arsenic levels are low enough at 
Cabin Bar Ranch wells that filtration 
will not be necessary, she said. Roxane 
is also applying for permits to build a 
larger bottling plant at Cabin Bar.

The arsenic levels in July 2015 near 
the pond were approximately 700 ppb, 
said Lahontan’s Kathe Pool. Levels 
have now dropped to between 100 and 
200 ppb, Pool said at a meeting held 
on Friday, December 2 in Olancha. The 
meeting was also a chance for public 
comment on permits for the Cabin Bar 
facility and the original facility.

The biggest arsenic pond is the Ow-
ens Dry Lake, adjacent to the plants, 
which has levels of the heavy metal 
that are off the scale—hundreds of 
parts per million—and is distorting the 

background.
Arsenic levels vary in water samples 

near the facility due to its proxim-
ity near Owens Dry Lake, says Anne 
Holen. Holden explained to The Sheet 
on Tuesday, December 6, that putting 
a monitoring well up-gradient (up-
stream) of a site can usually determine 
a background or the composition of an 
uncompromised site. That test doesn’t 
really work in this situation as arsenic 
levels vary from around the entire 
facility. 

Grivetti explained that the water 
level and shoreline of Owens Lake has 
gone up and down many times over 
the eons. When the water level was 
high, sediment, including arsenic, was 
deposited up to the edge of the shore-
line. When the water level receded, 
the sediment remained. This layer of 
sediment was then covered by de-
composed granite and other deposits 
that are slowly stripped away from the 
Sierra Nevada by the elements and fill 
the valley floor. 

When the water level recedes, the 
shoreline sediment is covered by Sierra 
Nevada deposits, creating layers of lake 
sediment with varying concentrations 
of arsenic, interspersed with layers 
of sediment washed down from the 
mountains. 

Grivetti used the analogy of a deck 
of cards, with one card representing a 
layer of shore sediment and the next a 
layer of Sierra sediment.

The shoreline has not been consis-
tent over time either, making it diffi-
cult to determine if a monitoring well 
is tapping into an shoreline layer or 
mountain sediment layer. There is little 
way of knowing where the lake sedi-
ment starts and mountain sediment 
ends, Grivetti explained. One monitor-
ing well at a depth of 100 feet may be 
in the lake sediment with arsenic levels 
1,000 times higher than a 100-foot well  
drilled a quarter-mile away.

Grivetti said Geosyntech and La-
hontan are close to establishing that 
background, but will need more time. 
A corrective action plan is set for the 
Summer of 2017 and a possible con-
clusion to the investigation by the end 
of 2017.  

Cartago resident Jean Aider was not 
impressed. “This sucks,” she said told 
The Sheet. Roxane is applying for per-
mits for disposal ponds at its original 
site and for the new facility at the same 
time.

She said Roxane boasts of its chari-
table contributions, and there were 
dozens of cases of water at the meeting 
on December 2. “They give to everyone 
except the people that live right next 
door,” she said, “and now we’re the bad 
guys.”

Aider said she now feels stuck 
with the water problem and a future 
Highway 395 bypass of Olancha. “Who 
would want to buy my place?” she 
asked.  

Jean Aider “enjoying” a bottle of CG-
Roxane water at a December 2 meeting. 
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WELCOME TO MORRISON’S WAVE RAVE GOES 
INTERNATIONAL

FULL 
 ON FUN

OPEN DAILY STARTING FRIDAY, DEC 9

Skip the uphill hike and catch a lift to the top to zoom 
down the groomed lanes. Also enjoy the heated deck 
and snack bar with hot cocoa and adult beverages. 

WOOLLY’S TUBE PARK & SNOW PLAY

Wave Rave’s Steve Klassen with employee 
Tom Lippen in front of Wave Rave’s new-
est store in Verbier, Switzerland. “I’ve 
been traveling to Verbier for the last 20 
years and have been interested in opening 
a store there,” Klassen told Snowboarder 
Magazine last year. “The timing is finally 
right.” Natacha Oreiller, operator of the 
new store, told Snowboarder, “We think 
that Wave Rave is a perfect fit for Verbier. 
Steve is well known due to his involve-
ment in the Verbier Extreme and we think 
this project will do quite well.”

When she took her new job as 
Vice President of Operations 
at Convict Lake Resort, Lisa 

Fairfax, 30, was given the following di-
rection in regard to Angel’s Restaurant, 
the property the resort owns on Main 
Street in Mammoth: “Do something 
with it, or close it.” 

As it is not in Fairfax’s nature to give 
in, she’s decided to do something with 
it, and a new and re-branded restau-
rant, Morrison’s, opens Friday, Decem-
ber 9 in its stead. 

As Fairfax told the Sheet this week, 
“Angel’s hasn’t been Angel’s for awhile 
… as far as we’re concerned, Angel’s is 
gone. Angel’s is dead.”

Morrison’s, she said, will be a “fine” 
restaurant, “a little more upscale.” She 
stops short of saying “fine dining.” 

It will feature the same style of 
service (think centerpieces, table-
cloths, new leather chairs) as its sister 
restaurant, The Restaurant at Convict 
Lake, and in fact, the Morrison’s staff is 
being trained by its Convict counter-
parts. 

But there will be a little twist to 
the new concept (butcher paper and 

crayons on the table) and what Fairfax 
envisions as a lively atmosphere. 

The chef will be Marco Santos, 
whose brother is the head chef at 
Convict. Fairfax will serve as acting 
General Manager but is seeking a front 
of the house manager. 

Fairfax said the price points on the 
menu will range from $6 to $30. Mor-
rison’s will also feature an expanded 
wine list and everything in-house is 
made from scratch. “We want to be as 
good as anything in a big city … at a 
good price.” 

The hard-driving, energetic Fairfax 
has an interesting personal history. 
She is a native Russian from St. Peters-
burg. The youngest of five children, 
her parents both died by the time she 
was 8 years old. She and her next old-
est sibling (a sister) were adopted by a 

Oscar Santos, Executive Chef of Convict Lake Resort, Convict’s Vice President of Op-
erations Lisa Fairfax and Marco Santos, the new Executive Chef of Morrison’s.

couple from Grosse Pointe, Michigan 
when she was 10 years old. 

She speaks without the hint of an 
accent, and recently obtained her 
MBA from Wayne State University in 
Detroit. Much of the MBA program 
was completed during her time in 
Mammoth (she moved here four years 
ago). 

The time between Angel’s closing 
day (November 30) and the soft open 
for Morrison’s (December 8) was a 
mere week. When The Sheet visited on 
Monday, work crews were busy giv-
ing the restaurant a small makeover. 
It was an ambitious timeline, but if 
there’s one thing Fairfax doesn’t lack, 
it’s ambition. 

Check out Morrison’s this weekend. 
It’s located on Main Street next to the 
Sierra Lodge. 760.934.7427.
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He worked for Sparkletts Water 
after the couple first got married and 
on the weekends he striped parking 
lots to make extra money. 

He got hurt on the job with Spar-
kletts in the mid-’70s and the injury 
required back surgery. As he was re-
cuperating, “he was the maid of the 
house for a year,” recalls Nancy, and 
the class clown of the neighborhood. 
“He’d come out of the house with a 
towel on his head and a mop.” 

Steve Murphy was definitely a man 
who knew how to make lemonade. 

His daughter Kriste was born in 
1971 and son Brian two years later. 
With his back now an issue, Murphy 
knew he needed a different line of 
work. A trip to Mammoth pointed 
the way. He came to visit his brother 
and his wife, who were managing 
the Wildwood Inn, and soon decided 
to move the family to Mammoth. 

The couple, despite having no 
property management experience, 
got a job through Bob Lind manag-
ing Chateau de Montaigne. As Nancy 
said, Bob Lind taught them the 
ropes. 

Starting in 1978, the Murphys 
managed Mammoth West for the 
next 34 years. 

As local real estate broker Stacey 
Bardfield said, “People adored him 
at Mammoth West.” He listed and 
sold Mammoth West units, and 
then got his contractor’s license and 
remodeled many condos in Mam-
moth.

As Murphy parked his real estate 

license at Mammoth Sierra Proper-
ties, he worked for Bardfield, but 
that soon morphed into golfing 
together, vacationing together. “His 
friends became his family,” said 
Bardfield. He was the not only the 
ringleader who orchestrated the fun, 
but he was also “the guy you could 
call at three in the morning.” 

When it came to the Mammoth 
Lakes Jazz Jubilee, he was the guy 
Flossy and Ken Coulter could call for 
nearly a quarter century. 

As Flossy recalled, he helped in all 
sorts of areas, from cabling to light-
ing to venue management. And he 
had a very unique way of doing it. 

“He would listen to you and then go 
off and do his own damn thing,” she 
said. But he did it well, with guys like 
Jon Boyer, Bill O’Sullivan and Den-
nis Hampton, so she just learned to 
accept it. 

Greg Newbry worked for Murphy 
for 25 years at Jazz, helping wrangle 
a crew of sixty volunteers at the 
Wood Site, many of whom were not 
from Mammoth but would specifi-
cally come up to volunteer under 
Murphy for Jazz weekend. 

“I used to call him Dr. Murphy. He 
had a knack for achieving miracles,” 
said Newbry. “And he was a lot of fun 
to be around.” 

“He was a big hug-a-bear,” said 
photographer Bonnie Colgan. “I’ve 
been tearing up this week when I 
think about him.” 

Jon Eisert traveled with Murphy to 
this fall’s Ryder Cup in Minnesota, 
just before Murphy was diagnosed 
with cancer. The two shared a love of 
golf and the “give-and-take of com-
petition” (i.e. the barbs and jokes 
and camaraderie). They were part-
ners for two summers in the Mam-
moth Men’s League. As Eisert recalls, 
Murphy had a lifelong mental block 
on Snowcreek’s 9th hole. He would 
always slice it into the water. So one 
match they get to the 9th and it’s tied 
and sure enough, Murphy dunks his 
drive. 

Eisert: Why didn’t you aim for the 
road?

Murphy (deadpan): I did. 
Bruce Blauvelt befriended Murphy 

about 25 years ago during a camping 
trip traditionally held over Father’s 
Day weekend in Bridgeport. And 
then Murphy met the gang and be-
fore you knew it, he was a new mem-
ber of the group making the annual 
trip. As Blauvelt said, “He was the 
kind of guy where you had to sneak 
your credit card to the waitress if you 
ever wanted to pay the bill. he He 
always wanted to treat.” 

Murphy’s daughter Kriste con-
curred. “Christmases at our house 
were like marathons. We were all 
spoiled rotten.” As Nancy said, he 

MURPH
continued from page 1

see MURPH, page 11

Steve Murphy and granddaughter Rhiannon at Mammoth Lakes Jazz. 
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didn’t have anything when he was 
young, so he made sure that his 
family members had everything 
they ever wanted. “He had a tougher 
childhood than he would ever let 
on,” noted son Brian. 

He also served as soccer coach, 
baseball coach, and the a team 
chaperone and driver for his son 
Brian’s ski racing career. 

As Brian added, “He had an enor-
mous heart, and he was always there 

for us when it mattered.” When it 
came to the important stuff, he was 
right there where he needed to be.” 

Murphy was preceded in death 
by his brother Mike as well as his 
beloved granddaughter Rhiannon. 
He is survived by wife Nancy, daugh-
ter Kristen and her husband Adam 
Stewart, son Brian, his wife Cindy 
and grandchildren Kayla and Sean, 
brother James and sister Melena. 

Nancy Murphy said a memorial 
will be planned for the spring. 

Donations can be made in Steve’s 
name to Mammoth Hospital Cancer 
Outreach, P.O. Box 660, Mammoth 
Lakes, Calif. 93546. 

MURPH
continued from page 10

Throwback family photo. 

Steve with grandkids Kayla and Sean. 

Nancy and Steve. 
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Photos by Gayla WolfBISHOP RINGS IN THE SEASON

Photos, clockwise from top left: 
Rick Underwood and Bruce 
Klein, President of Mule Days, 
drive a gussied-up mule down 
Main Street. Chris and Lori 
Plakos checking out crafts dur-
ing Street of Lights. Presley 
Carr channels a Christmas Tree. 
The 20-mule team is one of the 
highlights of Bishop’s Christmas 
parade. Left: Kaitlyn Girardin 
poses for a photo with Mr. and 
Mrs. Claus. 

Future firefighters hand out candy alongside the CalFire float. 

Make this holiday

Historic
The Eastern Californian Museum Bookstore 

has unique holiday gifts for all ages.

EASTERN CALIFORNIA MUSEUM
and BOOKSTORE

Open daily, 
including 
weekends:
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

(760) 878-0364
155 N. Grant St. • Independence, CA

www.inyocounty.us/ecmuseum
Three blocks west of the Historic Courthouse
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The VanNest kids wish you a Merry 
Christmas from Paint It Away. 

The good folks of Chalfant Big Trees display their holiday wreath collection. 

Baby Bodie Andreas and Sierra Andreas.

Brylee, Madison and Isabella Benninger 
celebrate at the Christmas tree lighting.

Students from the Pine Street School band 
march down Main Street. Now presenting: Natalie Cortez and Stephanie Alvarez.
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calendar of eventS
BARS & MUSIC TOWN STUFF

CALENDAR PAGES SPONSORED BY:

Happy Hour/
Outlaw Saloon. 4-7 p.m. daily and all 
night on Mondays.
Roberto’s 4-6 p.m. Mon.-Thurs.
Austria Hof. 4-7 p.m. Sun.-Thurs.
Fri.-Sat. 4-6 p.m.
Whitebark Restaurant Bar & Lounge 
Unwind with daily drink and food 
specials 4-6 p.m. Half price sushi 
Mondays. 
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour 4:30-7 
p.m. daily and all day Sunday. $5 
dollar menu items, drink specials. 
Happy Hour @ Sushi Rei. 5-6 p.m. 
daily. Half off apps and $5 hand roll 
+small sake . Sundays are all-night 
happy hour. 
Happy Hour @ The Bistro at 
Snowcreek, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Mon.-Sat.
Mammoth Tavern Happy Hour 
Tuesday-Sunday 3:30-5 p.m. Closed 
Mondays.Text
Smokeyard weekend Happy Hour 
4-6 p.m. in the bar only.
Side Door Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m. 
Fridays: Half off Moscow and 
Kentuky Mules. Saturday and Sunday: 
Bottomless mimosas 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Mammoth’s famous Slocums Happy 
Hour 4-6 p.m. See ad, p. 5. 
Giovanni’s Happy Hour, daily 4-6 
p.m. Large pizza and a pitcher of beer 
gets you free wings.
Lakanuki Happy Hour daily 4:30-
10:30 p.m., $4 margaritas, Mai Tais 
and food discounts. Sunday Club 
Nights with DJ Night Audit. Happy 
Hour drink specials 10 p.m.- close.
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill, 
Pursuit of Happiness Hour, 3-6 p.m. 
$1 off draft beers, $2 off wine, $4 well 
drinks, $2 off specialty drinks. $5 
Flatbread.
The Monkey Bar Restaurant hosts 
their Happy Hour from 3-6 p.m. and 
10-12 p.m. every day. Food & drink 
specials including a $5 Mai-Tai.  

December 9-10/
Johnny Love with DJ Rodney O and 
Knife Fight @ Rafters. Doors at 9 p.m. 
21 and over. 

Sunday, December 11/
Sunday Funday at the Liberty Bar 
features breakfast until 12 p.m., and 
specials on drinks, plus NFL games. 

Monday, December 12/
Bowling ‘n Beats @ Mammoth Rock 
‘n Bowl. Theme: Mad Hatter’s Dance 
Party. 8 p.m. $3 cosmic bowling w/
costume. DJ Chronfucius spins. 

Tuesday, December 13/
Date Night at Black Velvet Coffee. 2 
glasses of wine and cheese plate: $35. 
2 draft beers and cheese plate: $30. 
4-9 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 14/
Wine Wednesday @ Black Velvet 
Coffee. $15 tasting includes a waffle, 
tasting fee waived with purchase of 
bottle. 
Wild Wing Wednesdays @ Outlaw 
Saloon. 50% off all wings. 

Thursday, December 15/
Mickey Avalon and DJ Rodney O. at 
Lakanuki. 9 p.m. doors, 21 and over. 
$20 tickets available at Lakanuki and 
at www.ticketweb.com. 

Saturday, December 17/
Night of Lights after-party @ Liberty 
Bar with DJ Chronfucius. 

Friday, December 9/
MLTPA 10th Anniversary Fundraiser 
@ Jimmy’s Taverna. 5-7 p.m. Cake 
and champagne toast at 6 p.m. 
$25 donation cover, free ticket to 
Monumental for first 50 entrants with 
$30 donation. Info: www.mltpa.org. 
See story, p. 3
“Monumental: Skiing our National 
Parks” with ESIA and MLR. Annual 
winter gathering and fundraiser. 
Doors at 6:30, Movie at 7:30. Tix: $10, 
includes one drink. Info: Friends of 
the Inyo. Mammoth Lakes Welcome 
Center, 2510 Main St. See ad, p. 4. 
Snacks and art @ Mammoth Lakes 
Library for 6th grade and up. Starts 
12:30 p.m. Make a gift for the folks!
Eastside Writers Circle holiday party 
@ The Imagination Lab in Bishop, 621 
West Line Street. 6-9 p.m. See sidebar, 
next page. 
Art Friday Family Pictures @ 
Mammoth Lakes Library. 12:30 p.m. 

December 9-10/
The Eastern Sierra Chamber 
Orchestra and Chamber Music 
Unbound present a free concert 
of classical and holiday favorites, 
including music by CPE Bach, 
Warlock, Beethoven (his Piano 
Concerto No. 4 in C Minor), and 
more! Friday show 7 p.m. @ Cerro 
Coso College in Mammoth. Saturday, 
show 7 p.m. at Cerro Coso College in 
Bishop.

Saturday, December 10/
Second Annual Railroad Express at 
Laws Railroad Museum. Fun day for 
the family–visit with Santa, arts & 
crafts, rides on the Slim Princess, and 
more. Call 760.873.8405 for info. 
DSES Whiteout Extravaganza 
fundraising dinner. Music by Deep 
Fryed Mojo. 6:00 p.m. Canyon Lodge. 
Tix: &70. Call 760.934.0791 for info. 
See sidebar, next page. 
ICA Holiday Art Sale/Indoor artists 
demonstrations. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 137 
Main St. Bishop. 
Monthly Bishop Paiute Tribe COSA, 
bird walk and census dates. Birders 
of all levels welcome. Meet at BLM/
Forest Service building on West Line 
St. in Bishop. Contact Hillary Behr at 
hillarybehr@yahoo.com. 
CSA #1 Winter Bazaar to support 
the Crowley Lake Skatepark. Time: 9 
a.m. ‘til 3 p.m. Location: Crowley Lake 
Community Center. 
17th Annual ICARE Shopping Day 
with Spellbinder Books. Purchase a 
$5 ICARE Donation Ticket at the store 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and receive 20 
percent off a selection of gifts.
Giant Yard Sale starting 8 a.m. at First 
Southern Baptist Church (behind 
Starbucks), 251 Sierra Street in Bishop, 
a fundraiser for an upcoming mission 
trip to Cape Town, South Africa. For 
information or to donate items to sell 
at the yard sale please contact Wes 
French at 760.937.5261.
Woolly’s Saturday Parade season 
kickoff @ the Village at Mammoth. 
Starts 3:45 p.m. Music, activities, fun.

Sunday, December 11/
Tannenbaum 10km Classic 
The first race of the season is an 
event for the entire family, offering 
classic skiing distances from 
1–10km, including a family fun 
race. Call 760.934.2882 x 8 for more 
information.

Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

LOOKING FOR A DIVERSION 
SOLUTION? DRINK BEER.

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

• Chicken & Beef Teriyaki
• Tempura • Tonkatsu • Sukiyaki
• Calamari • Sushi
• Full Service Cocktail Bar
   & Lounge

760-872-4801
Open at 5 p.m.

635 N. Main St. 
Bishop

25 years of experience

         japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar

Personal Chef 
CROOKED CREEK

                          CATERING

 Intimate,Famliy Style, 
PartieS

Call Mike 920-3746
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Donate to “Shop with a Cop”

This year’s Shop with is scheduled 
for Saturday, December 10.

On Saturday morning, the children 
are picked up at their homes by their 
law enforcement “partners” and 
taken to breakfast. After breakfast, the 
officers and children respond Code 
3 (lights and sirens) through Bishop 
to K-Mart to start the shopping 
extravaganza. Each child is given $200 
to shop for gifts for their families. 

Our goal for the 2016 Shop-with-
a-Cop is to provide Christmas to 
50 children and their families. 
Donations can be dropped off at the 
Mono County Sheriff’s Office, Inyo 
County Sheriff’s Office, Bishop Police 
Department, and Mammoth Lakes 
Police Department. Please make 
checks out to ESPOA with “Shop-
with-a-Cop” written in the memo line. 
Your donation is tax deductible. Drop 
checks off at a local law enforcement 
agency. 

Bell ringers wanted 

The Salvation Army is in need 
of bell ringers asap. Contact Roger 
Barker (760.937.5190) or Greg 
Jennison (760.965.6716) to get on the 
schedule. 

For those in need, the Salvation 
Army Food Bank in Mammoth is 
open from 2-4 p.m. Mondays and 
Wednesdays. The food bank is located 
below Country Glass in the Higerd 
Building on Sierra Manor Rd. 

DSES Whiteout Extravaganza

Disabled Sports Eastern Sierra has 
reinvented its annual holiday party to 
reflect the wintry wonderland we live 
in—the event has been renamed The 
Whiteout Extravaganza. The event will 
be held on Saturday, December 10 at 
6:00 p.m. at Canyon Lodge. 

Tickets are $70 and a VIP 
Table, which seats 10, is $1500. 
Purchase tickets online at www.
disabledsportseasternsierra.org, 
at the DSES office, Second Chance 
Thrift Shop and Booky Joint. Call 
760.934.0791 for more information. 

Writers circle party 

The Eastside Writers Circle and The 
Imagination Lab come together on 
Friday evening, December 9, to bring 
the East Sierra alive with Christmas 
spirit. To rekindle your love of all the 
good this season can bring, these 
three hours—6 to 9 p.m.—are for you. 

Jenny Kitchens will launch the 
festivities with poems about the 
Wonder of Christmas.  

Alison Collin, the classy British-
born writer now a Bishop resident, 
who regaled us in October, will be 
back to entertain us with An English 
Woman on The Trials & Tribulations 
during Christmas.

And you won’t want to miss the 
Xmas Files, whose heroine is young 
Amy, who doesn’t believe in anything 
until aliens land on a storefront Santa 
and worry they’ll have to take over 
Christmas around the world. It’s up 
to Amy to fix their misunderstanding. 
The Xmas Files will be given a lyrical 

TOWN STUFF UPCOMING 
Monday, December 12/
Bishop City Council Meeting, Bishop 
City Hall. 377 W. Line St. 6 p.m. 
Mono Arts Council Art & Wine 
event featuring instructor Laurel 
Stanford teaching winter acrylic 
painting. Time: 5:30-8:30 p.m. Cost: 
$45 (Includes materials and a glass 
of wine). Location: MAC Gallery @ 
Minaret Mall. Info: 760.914.2731.
Blood Drive @ the Westin. 12-5 p.m. 
in Fox Fir and Red Fir rooms. Info: 
Sean @ 760.934.0440 or ssomers@
westinmammoth.com. 

December 13-15/
MakerSpace @ Mammoth Lakes 
Library. 2-5 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 13/
Beginning Fencing classes continue 
@ Crowley Lake Community Center. 
Info: Contact Isabel at isbxoxo@gmail.
com. 
Secrets of Electronics @ Mammoth 
Lakes Library. 3-4:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 14/
Mammoth Lakes Planning and 
Economic Development Commission 
meets at 2 p.m. in Suite Z. 
June Mountain Opening Day. 
Opening Day ceremony at 8:30 a.m. 
Champagne toast @ 11 a.m. and 
Bucky’s Bonfire at 3:30. 
2016 Winter Concert at the 
Mammoth Middle School Multi-
Purpose Room featuring over 300 
MUSD students playing holiday 
classics (and classic rock). 5-7 p.m. 
Free. 
Eastern Sierra Audubon Society 
Holiday potluck, candlelight dinner 
& program @ the White Mountain 
Research Station. Potluck dinner 
begins @ 6 p.m. and David Carle 
will present “Eastern Sierra Water: 

AT THE MOVIES

Minaret Cinemas                    

Arrival (PG-13): When mysterious spacecraft arrive on Earth, cunning linguist 
Louise Banks (Amy Adams) is brought on to investigate. 

Moana (PG): A tale of adventure on the high seas in Polynesia. Walt Disney 
CG-animated film about an adventurous young teenager who sails in the 
South Pacific on a daring mission to save her people. 

Special Advance Showing of Star Wars: Rogue One (PG-13) on Thursday, Dec. 15. 

CALENDAR PAGES SPONSORED BY:

Historic Choices that Shaped 
California” @ 7 p.m. Please bring your 
own place settings, drinks, and food 
item to share. 3000 E. Line St. Bishop. 
Visit www.esaudubon.org. 
Story Time @ Mammoth Lakes 
Library. 10:30 a.m. 
Holiday Cookie Decorating @ the 
Mammoth Lakes Library. 2 p.m. 

Thursday, December 15,
Make Holiday Cards @ the Mammoth 
Lakes Library’s MakerSpace! 2-5 p.m. 
Mammoth Elementary School 
Strings Concert. 6-7 p.m. @ MES 
Multi-Purpose Room. 

Friday, December 16/
CHP Bishop Toy Drive deadline. 
Drop off unwrapped toys by 5 p.m. 
at CHP Bishop Office, 469 S. Main St. 
Questions: 760.872.5960. 

December 15-18/
Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre 
presents: The Fantasticks. 7 p.m. 
(December 18 @ 4 p.m.) at 100 College 
Parkway, Mammoth. Tix: $20/$18/$10 
online, $22 at the door, no discounts. 

Saturday, December 17/
Night of Lights @ Canyon Lodge. 
Free.  4:30-8:00 p.m. Visit www.
mammothmountain.com for info. 
Join The Sierra Nevada Resort & 
Spa for the Night of Lights Holiday 
Kickoff Party in the resort lobby. 
Hot chocolate, shuttle service to the 
event. 
Secrets of Electronics @ Mammoth 
Lakes Library. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Sunday, December 18/
Unbound Series Slopestyle #1.  @ 
MMSA. 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Register 
online at www.mammothmountain.
com. 

performance by Eastside writer Karen 
Yarnall. The story was written by John 
Nordlinger, with art by Heidi Duran. 
John’s also a film-maker who will 
soon be offering classes on story- and 
screenwriting at The Lab.

Top this all off with cider, egg nog, 
eggplant parmigiana (a Boston-Italian 
tradition), plus candies and other 
sweet surprises. Believe me: You want 
to be there! This proven group of 
writers will weave holiday stories with 
a local spin and rebuild your yule 
passion with Christmas presented like 
you’ve never heard, seen, or tasted 
before! This is the culmination of a 
year of writing and events and a kick-
off for 2017!          

You’re gleefully invited to this 
Christmas Party on December 9, 6-9 
p.m., at The Imagination Lab, 621 
West Line Street, Suite 204 upstairs 
in the Town and Country Center, 
downtown Bishop. 760.872.2446 
bkebke@hotmail.com. Be sure to stop 
in for at least some portion of this 
unique celebration.

Groundwater Advisory Board

The Tri-Valley Groundwater 
Management District will be is 
considering appointments to 
the TVGMD Advisory Board for a 
one year term.  Applicants must 
be registered voters and reside 
within the district boundaries.  The 
Advisory Board will independently 
provide comment to the Board of 
Directors on the implementation 
of the California Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act and 
other matters.  Interested residents 
should call 760.873.8648 for more 
information or email Director Carol 
Ann Mitchell at rick.and.carol.ann@
gmail.com. Information on the 
groundwater management law can 
be found at http://www.water.ca.gov/
groundwater/sgm/.

“The Fantasticks” comes to 
Mammoth

Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre 
(MLRT) and Artistic Director Shira 
Dubrovner announce the opening of 
“The Fantasticks,” the fun, charming, 
timely and longest running musical 
about love, loss, adventure, growing 
up, and vegetables.  “Yes! Vegetables!,” 
said Dubrovner. “Come to the Edison 
Theatre December 15-30 to answer 
that question for yourself.”

Dubrovner’s production takes a 
unique spin on the production with 
a new opening written by Phil Olson 
(L.A.-based published playwright) 
and Dubrovner that places the entire 
production 1,000 years into a rather 
bleak future. The show features a 
mostly local cast.

Tickets are available at www.
mammothlakesrepertorytheatre.org 
and are $20 for general admission, 
$18 for seniors and students, and $22 
at the door (sorry, no discounts). This 
production is suitable for children 
ages 10 and above. 

Schedule: December 15-30, 
Thursday-Saturday @ 7 p.m. 
and Sundays at 4 p.m. The play 
will not run December 24 & 25. 
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Notice of Independent Auditor’s Report

  PUBLIC NOTICES
Notice of Public Hearing

 TS #2016-0229 

Notice of  Extension of Vacancy
NOTICE OF EXTENSION FOR VACANCY
PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COM-
MISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a vacancy in an 
unexpired term exists on the Planning and Economic 
Development Commission due to a resignation.  The 
term of appointment will expire on July 31, 2018.

The Planning and Economic Development Com-
mission meetings are scheduled for 2:00 p.m. on the 
second Wednesday of each month.

Interested parties should file an application with the 
Town Clerk on or before Monday, December 12, 2016 
at 5:00 p.m.  Application forms (“Application for Pub-
lic Appointment”) may be obtained from the Town’s 
website, www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov;  Town 
Clerk at the Town Offices, Minaret Village Shopping 
Center; by writing to P.O. Box 1609, Mammoth Lakes, 
CA  93546, Attention:  Town Clerk; or by phoning 
965-3602.

Dated:  November 29, 2016
Jamie Gray, Town Clerk 
TS #2016-0226

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, 
December 14, 2016, beginning at 2:00 p.m. and con-
tinuing until finished, at the Town Council Chambers, 
Suite Z within the Minaret Village Shopping Center, 
437 Old Mammoth Road the Mammoth Lakes Plan-
ning & Economic Development Commission will hear 
an application request for the following:

Application Request: Tentative Tract Map (TTM) 16-
002, to allow an eight-lot single-family subdivision, 
Gray Bear III, in Development Area 2 of the Lodestar 
Master Plan. Gray Bear III is proposed to supersede 
Gray Bear II Phase 2 (TTM 15-003), which created 
seven single-family lots along the northernmost 
portion of East Bear Lake Drive. Transient use of the 
single-family residences is allowed pursuant to Use 
Permit 15-003, approved in association with Gray 
Bear II.

CEQA Determination: Pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 
15164, an Addendum to the Lodestar at Mammoth 
Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 1991105212) 
has been prepared describing that no new or in-
creased environmental impacts would result from the 
proposed project.

Location: 86, 102, 118, 134, 150, 166, 172, and 194 East 
Bear Lake Drive
Zoning: Resort (R), Development Area 2 of the Lode-
star Master Plan 

Applicant / Owner: John Hooper / Gray Bear, LLC

All persons having an interest in the proposed appli-
cation request may appear before the Planning & Eco-
nomic Development Commission either in person or 
represented by counsel and present testimony or may, 
prior to said hearing, file with the Executive Secretary 
written correspondence pertaining thereto. 

Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009(b), if 
this matter is subsequently challenged in court, the 
challenge may be limited to only those issues raised 
at the public hearing described in this notice or in 
written correspondence delivered to the Town of 
Mammoth Lakes at, or prior to, the public hearing.  
For additional information, or to obtain a copy of 
the staff report which will be published no later than 
December 9, 2016, contact Ruth Traxler, Associate 
Planner, at (760) 965-3637. Facsimiles may be sent 
to (760) 934-7493, or email at: rtraxler@townofmam-
mothlakes.ca.gov.

Mammoth Lakes Planning & Economic Development 
Commission
P.O. Box 1609
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 

TS #2016-0228

Notice of Public Hearing
Notice of Public Hearing Regarding the Mammoth 
Community Water District’s 2015 Urban Water Man-
agement Plan

On Thursday, January 19, 2017 at 5:30 p.m., the 
Mammoth Community Water District (MCWD) will 
be holding a public hearing on the 2015 Urban Water 
Management Plan (UWMP). The hearing will take 
place at MCWD’s conference room located at 1315 
Meridian Boulevard in Mammoth Lakes, California. 

 This plan is an update of the 2010 UWMP.  

The purpose of the plan is to ensure that the water 
supplier has an appropriate level of water supply 
reliability sufficient to meet the needs of its customers 
during normal, dry and multiple dry years within a 
20-year planning horizon of Town buildout.  The plan 
describes water supply, water demand, meeting state 
mandated reduction targets, and specific measures 
being implemented to reduce demand.  The Urban 
Water Management Plan must be updated and ad-
opted every five years.  

The hearing will allow for community input on the 
plan, consider economic impacts of the UWMP, and 
review the MCWD’s method for the determination of 
its urban water use target.

Copies of the Draft 2015 UWMP are available for 
public inspection at the MCWD office, on the MCWD 
website, www.mcwd.dst.ca.us, and at the Mammoth 
Lakes Public Library at 400 Sierra Park Road in Mam-
moth Lakes. 

Written comments on the plan should be received 
by January 2, 2017. Comments may be submitted by 
email, iyamashita@mcwd.dst.ca.us, faxed to 760-934-
4080, or sent to Irene Yamashita, P.O. Box 597, Mam-
moth Lakes, CA, 93546.  Written comments should be. 
Comments may also be submitted or presented orally 
during the public hearing. For additional information, 
contact Irene Yamashita at (760) 934-2596 ext. 314.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Mono County 
Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hearing 
on Dec. 20, 2016, at the Mammoth Lakes Board of 
Supervisors Meeting Room, 3rd Floor Sierra Center 
Mall, Suite 307, 452 Old Mammoth Road, Mammoth 
Lakes, CA 93546 to consider the following: 
10:00 a.m. 

Consider adopting an ordinance revising Chapter 
15.04 of Mono County Code Title 15 to incorporate 
by reference the 2016 California Building Standards 
Code, which takes effect Jan. 1, 2017.
 The building codes are updated and published every 
three years by the state’s Building Standards Com-
mission. 

INTERESTED PERSONS may appear before the Board 
of Supervisors to present testimony or, prior to or at 
the hearing, file written correspondence with: Board 
Clerk, PO Box 715, Bridgeport, CA 93517. 
If you challenge the proposed action(s) in court, you 
may be limited to raising only those issues you or 
someone else raised at the public hearing described 
in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered 
to Board Clerk at, or prior to, the public hearing. 

TS #2016-0230

Notice of Public Hearing

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Simply Logik

Jorie and James Gubser
1699 Old Mammoth Road#5, 
P.O. Box 1042Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a Married 
couple
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on  May 9th 
2016 .
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on May 06, 2016.
2016-0222 (11/19, 11/26, 12/03, 12/10)

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Independent Auditor's Report on Summary Financial Statements 

The accompanying summary financial statements, which comprise the summary statements of net position 
as of June 30, 2016 and 2015, the summary statements of revenues, expenses, and changes in net position, and 
summary statements of cash flows for the years then ended, and the related notes, are derived from the audited 
financial statements of Southern Mono Healthcare District d/b/a Mammoth Hospital (the District) as of and 
for the years ended June 30, 2016 and 2015. We expressed an unmodified opinion on those audited financial 
statements in our report dated November 14, 2016. The audited financial statements, and the summary financial 
statements derived therefrom, do not reflect the effects of events, if any, that occurred subsequent to the date of 
our report on the audited financial statements.

The summary financial statements do not contain all the disclosures required by accounting principles gener-
ally accepted in the United States of America. Reading the summary financial statements, therefore, is not a 
substitute for reading the audited financial statements of the District.

Management's Responsibility for the Summary Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation of the summary financial statements on the basis described 
above.

Auditor's Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion about whether the summary financial statements are consistent, in 
all material respects, with the audited financial statements based on our procedures, which were conducted 
in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General 
of the United States. The procedures consisted principally of comparing the summary financial statements with 
the related information in the audited financial statements from which the summary financial statements have 
been derived, and evaluating whether the summary financial statements are prepared in accordance with the 
basis described above. We did not perform any audit procedures regarding the audited financial statements after 
the date of our report on those financial statements.

Opinion

In our opinion, the summary financial statements of the District as of and for the years ended June 30, 2016 and 
2015 referred to above are consistent, in all material respects, with the audited financial statements from which 
they have been derived, on the basis described above.
 

Minneapolis, Minnesota
November 14, 2016
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Help Wanted Help Wanted

Sierra Employment Services, Inc is 
hiring for the following positions

FT Night Auditor-M $10-$12/hr
FT 2 Cashiers-M $11/hr

PT Admin Assistant-M $13/hr
FT Front Desk Supervisor-M $13-$14/hr

FT Customer Service Rep-M $11/hr
FT Retail Sales-B,M $10-$15/hr
FT Sandwich Maker-$11-$12/hr

FT/PT General Laborers -B,M $12-$18/
hr

FT Class B Driver-M$18-$19/hr
FT Assistant Housekeeping Supervisor-

M $DOE
PT/FT Housekeepers B,M $12-$17/hr
FT Appliance Installer/Repair Techni-

cian-B $DOE
FT Pool & Spa Maintenance-M $DOE

Call 760.924.0523 or 760.873.8599
 

See our full job list online 
www.SierraEmployment.com

Full Time  and Part Time Baker for 
Hire at Stellar Brew. On the job training is 
provided, but you must have some knowl-
edge of baking, no professional experi-
ence is necessary. Competitive pay,fun 
atmosphere, flexible hours! Please email 
us at stellarbrew@gmail.com or drop a 
resume off at  Stellar Brew on Main Street.

Housekeepers  ($11)
Cooks
Dishwashers
Maintenance Worker

Please complete an application at 
164 Old Mammoth Rd.

Help Wanted

Hotel seeking front desk agent/night 
audit position Must be available to work 
graveyard shifts. 16-32 hours per week. 
Perfect if you already have a part time job 
and are looking to pick up extra shifts. 
Must be able to work most weekends & 
holidays. Hospitality experience is a plus 
but not required.Starting hourly ranges 
based on experience. Please deliver re-
sume in person or pick up application at 
Sierra Lodge located at 3540 Main Street 
or send to info@sierralodge.com

Law office in Mammoth Lakes seeking 
part-time secretary.  Job responsibilities 
include typing, answering phones, filing 
and other secretarial duties.  Legal experi-
ence not required.  Call 760-934-4529 or 
email resume to tbsanford@earthlink.net.  
Pay depending on experience.

Great family home in June Lake. Quiet, 
amazing views. 2 BDR, 2 BA, Loft. Dog 
run. Pellet stove. Close to June Mountain 
for skiing. Easy access to lakes, streams 
and hiking. Pet deposit. $2,100/month. 
Address: 130 Nevada Street. Call Pat @ 
760.709.2119. 

Three Light and Bright, beautifully fur-
nished 1 BDR units available for rent from 
now until Dec. 15th. Upper units, very 
modern, custom lounge sofa, stainless 
steel appliances.Dishwasher, microwave, 
oven, etc. DirecTV, fast wifi and all other 
utilities included in the rent. Absolutely 
N/S and N/P.  $1,400 per unit. Will con-
sider any time frame within this period. 
Contact Nate Hunter 310.748.4506, or 
nate@cityloancorp.com. 

2 BDR/1.5 BA apt. for rent. $1,800/mo. 
Newly remodeled. Rent includes water, 
cable/internet. W/D, Pets ok. FAU, unfur-
nished. Near the Village. Contact Michele 
Hansen for owner’s info.760.934.1842.

3BDR, 2 BA Single family home. 2 car 
garage. Washer, dryer, gas heat, electric 
pellet stove. Great views. SV Sites next to 
Obsidian. 2000/Mo. 6-month lease. Call 
Eric @ 760.420.4005. 

For Rent
Kittredge Sports is hiring seasonal em-
ployees for the this winter.  We are looking 
for Warm, Friendly, Reliable winter sports 
enthusiasts.  Join a fun team of people to 
work with and get the most out of your 
winter.  Day & Evening shifts available 
with flexible hours.

Positions available: Rental Manager, 
Rental Techs, Hard good Techs, Cashier, 
Retail Sales. 

Stop by the store to pick up an applica-
tion or send Resume to tl@kittredge.net to 
schedule an interview

Vons is now Accepting On line applica-
tions for employment. Competitive wages 
and benefits. If you enjoy working with the 
public then come join us. 

Accountant or full charge bookkeeper 
needed for growing practice. Competi-
tive pay, medical insurance, 401(k), profit 
sharing, flex time.  Send resume via email 
to butnerhoa@gmail.com or Fax resume to 
760.934.5336. 

Work With The Best. Footloose Sports, 
nationally recognized as a top 60 retailer, 
is hiring for the upcoming season. We are 
seeking a staff who work as hard as they 
play. We’re looking for responsible individu
als, passionate about winter sports, and 
motivated to provide the best in customer 
service. We have full and part-time posi-
tions open in our sales, rental and ski 
repair departments. We are offering great 
pay DOE, discounts and flexible hours, in 
progressive work enviroment. Call us at 
760.934.2400. Go to our website at www.
footloosesports.com or e-mail your re-
sume to footloose@footloosesports.com to 
schedule an interview.

Part Time Year Round Maintenance La-
borer Needed For Condominium Com-
plex.You may complete an application 
at 2289 Sierra Nevada Road or email you 
resume to mtshadows@npgcable.com; or 
call 760.934.4993 for more information.

For Sale
Snowblower, Ariens premium track, 

28”, 921 series . Used once. Essentially 
new. With cover,gas-can, oil and fuel 
treatment. $1,500 obo. Smokin’ deal. Call 
mike at 760.914.1632 or email to doc-
mpd@yahoo.com. 

I heard you... are keeping the ice rink 
costs in the single digit millions. Conclu-
sion: Must cost $9.9 million. 
I saw you... had your staff trained by Con-
vict. I had no idea Dan Holler was in the 
restaurant business. 
I saw you... were looking for “downtown.” 
Maybe you should hire a consultant. 

Full time hospitality position. Seek-
ing responsible, outgoing hospitality/
reservation agent for local management 
company. Excellent phone/customer ser-
vice skills required. Previous reservation 
experience preferred. Flexible 32-40 hours 
per week starting immediately. $12-14/
hr DOE. Please email resume to cindy@
mammothsierraonline.com

Mammoth Rock & Bowl/Mammoth 
Rock Brasserie has the following posi-
tions available. Food and Beverage Floor 
Supervisor, Server, Bartender, Bras-
serie Hostess. Contact Kevin O’Connell 

The Town of Mammoth Lakes is looking 
for Sports Officials to referee adult soccer 
games 1-2 nights/week and a seasonal 
Recreation Coordinator to assist with pro-
gramming, organization, and promotion 
of recreation in our community! For more 
information, please visit our website: 
www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov

 Food Cache Cafe Now Hiring Dish-
washer, full & part-time availble, must be 
available to work nights.
Se Busca Dishwasher, full & part-time 
disponible, debe trabajar noches. 
(760)965-0565

GREAT BASIN UNIFIED
AIR POLLUTION CONTROL
DISTRICT
Position Announcement
AIR MONITORING
 TECHNICIAN I or II
Bishop location, full time with benefits.  
One Position.  Salary Range $4,224-
$5,135/month (Tech I) or $4,856-$5,902/
month (Tech II), DOQ.
For more information and job application 
instructions, please call (760)872-8211 or 
visit: www.gbuapcd.org/employment.
Application and materials for this posi-
tion should be submitted to Great Basin 
Unified Air Pollution Control District, 
157 Short Street, Bishop CA 93514, Attn: 
Human Resources.  Required applica-
tion materials are due no later than 5 pm, 
January 6, 2017 (postmarks not accepted).

Gomez’s Restaurant & Tequileria is look-
ing for experienced, happy people to join 
the team for winter season and beyond. 
Applications can be found at www.
gomezs.com.  Please email along with 
resume to info@gomezs.com
Or drop by the restaurant in the Village. 
Line Cooks, Prep Cooks, Dish and all 
other positions needed.

Shilo Inn is currently looking for Front 
desk, Housekeeping, and night auditor 
positions,wages vary, stop by for an ap-
plication.

LETTERS
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Mammoth Spa Creations is looking for 
another member for it's team. We have 
an immediate opening for a full time spa 
maintenance position. This position also 
offers vacation accrual, benefits and paid 
holidays. Experience is preferred, but not 
required. Heavy lifting and a clean DMV 
is required. Please call 760-924-3091 or 
stop by the store located at 1401 Tavern 
Rd. Mammoth Lakes for more informa-
tion and to pick up an application. 

Trailer - 5' X 8' Fruehauf box cargo; very 
rugged, single axle, leaf springs, aero 
dome on front, very stable, good cond. 
Asking $1,250. OBO  (310)418-9747

The Town of Mammoth Lakes is seek-
ing bids and proposals from qualified 
individuals or firms who can assist with 
the development of a logo and brand 
image to be used on print collateral and 
digital media, related to its efforts regard-
ing broadband recognition and outreach. 
The logo and brand we are seeking to 
have created should incorporate the 
concepts of connectivity, recreation, 
technology, and our beautiful natural 
surroundings here in the Eastern Sierra.  
For more information, please visit http://
www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov/
DocumentCenter/View/6348.

Of course, by the time you read 
this, everything may change again. 
Trump’s desire for adoration may be 
our greatest hope that he will listen to 
the people.

Trump promised to protect Medi-
care and Social Security but his choice 
for the director of Health and Human 
Services is Tom Price. Price is an ultra-
conservative Tea Partying congress-
man who has been at the forefront of 
the fight to dismantle Obamacare ever 
since it came into being. His alterna-
tive, the misleading Empowering Pa-
tients First Act, is the usual privatizer’s 
hodgepodge of tax credits and health 
saving accounts, a farcical ploy to suck 
the last bit of marrow from the bones 
of the poor and the struggling middle 
class. Those suffering peasants with 
pre-existing conditions aren’t even 
mentioned.

But there are even more terrifying 
reasons to fear Price running the tril-
lion dollar HHS budget. Price is keen, 
along with Paul Ryan, to dismantle 
Medicare, and recently said this goal 
might be accomplished in six to eight 
months.

For Secretary of Education, like most 
of the presidents before him, Trump 
has selected another ideologue with 
absolutely no experience in public ed-
ucation, Betsy DeVos. She is the sister 
of Eric Prince, owner of the re-named 
and re-located Blackwater mercenar-
ies. DeVos finances the destruction of 
public education and devotes herself 
to the obliteration of unions and the 
diversion of public money to subsidize 
private religious schools.

Recently, the DeVos family helped 
finance two pieces of extreme right 
wing state legislation in Michigan. 
The state preemption bill, dubbed the 
“death star” (HB 4052), passed by the 
legislature in 2015, stops cities from 
enacting their own laws governing 
wages and benefits. In one fell swoop, 
the law preempted local regulation of 
policies ranging from minimum wage 
to worker training and organizing.

Trump repeatedly chastised Hillary 
Clinton and Ted Cruz, suggesting they 
would be pawns of Wall Street’s Gold-
man Sachs. Yet Trump has just nomi-
nated two Goldman Sachs employees, 
Stephen Mnuchin and Wilburn Ross Jr.  
Both of these men made their fortunes 
through foreclosures, often with fraud-
ulent papers. Mnuchin, our future 
Secretary of the Treasury, is known as 
the Foreclosure King. He threw 36,000 
families out of their homes in Califor-
nia, mostly people trapped in reverse 
mortgages, the elderly, and people 
of color. Besides foreclosures, Wilbur 
Ross, Jr., our future Secretary of Com-
merce, made his millions by scooping 
up failing companies, such as denim 
manufacturer Cone Mills, squeezing 
every last nickel out of them by firing 
workers and shipping jobs offshore.

Is this draining the swamp or invit-
ing Tyrannosaurus Rex home for din-
ner? 

Bait and Switch. Flim flam and glitz.

Carolyn Crawford
Lee Vining, CA

see LETTERS, page 18

PERSONALS
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Rising global 

temperatures... will 

intensify the challenges 

of global instability, 

hunger, poverty, and 

conflict.

”

“

- Chuck Hagel
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Right Way Pool & Spa Supplies
UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

SALES • SERVICE • SUPPLIES
137 East Line Street • Bishop • 760-873-7727

THE
RHYTHM© 

6-PERSON
HOT TUB

Comfortable and Reliable

Dealer for

FREEDELIVERY

It’s the Climate, Stupid
    

Dear President-Elect Trump, 

Earth has a fever: 2014 was the hot-
test on record, 2015 was even hotter, 
and now 2016 is predicted to over-
whelm the two previous years. The 
rising temperature is not just on land, 
but in our oceans: “A rise in ocean 
temperature would melt the ice-caps, 
and cause a release of large amounts 
of carbon dioxide from the ocean floor. 
Both effects could make our climate 
like that of Venus, with temperatures of 
250 degrees,” wrote Stephen Hawking.

I taught school for 34 years. Some of 
my ex-students now have children of 
their own. It was always my belief that 
each generation would inherit a better 
world, standing on the shoulders of 
previous generations. 

President-Elect Trump, like you, I 
believe we need to renegotiate Amer-
ica’s trade deals, invest in infrastruc-
ture, and increase funding for PTSD, 
traumatic brain injury, and suicide 
prevention. But I worry that the people 
surrounding you are climate change 
deniers.

Steven Bannon, your Chief  White 
House Strategist, has promoted 
conspiracy theories claiming climate 
change is a hoax. He has accused the 
Pope of climate change “hysteria” and 
said that Obama’s focus on climate 
change has come at the expense of 
national security.

Rep. Mike Pompeo (R-KS), your pick 
for CIA director, opposes the Paris 
climate agreement, and has received 
enormous financial backing from the 
petrochemical billionaire Koch Broth-
ers who have provided nearly $89 mil-
lion to groups denying climate change 
science since 1997. 

Sen. Jeff Sessions, your choice for 
Attorney General, believes carbon 
dioxide is “plant food.” Reince Prie-
bus, your Chief of 
Staff, has rejected 
international 
climate agree-
ments and called 
for global environ-
mental policies to 
be relegated to the 
states. 

Retired Lt. Gen. 
Michael Flynn, 
your pick for 
National Security 
Advisor, does not 
believe climate 
change is a nation-
al security threat, 
which runs coun-
ter to the Department of Defense’s 
2014 “Climate Change Adaptation 
Roadmap,” which details a strategic 
blueprint to address climate change. 
Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel wrote 
in the report’s introduction, “Rising 
global temperatures, changing precipi-
tation patterns, climbing sea levels, 
and more extreme weather events 

will intensify the challenges of global 
instability, hunger, poverty, and con-
flict. They will likely lead to food and 
water shortages, pandemic diseases, 
disputes over refugees and resources, 
and destruction by natural disasters in 
regions across the globe.”

The Pentagon’s report identifies 
specific metrics on the vulnerability of 
7,000 U.S. military bases, installations, 
and facilities across the globe, which 

includes those that 
will be impacted 
by rising sea levels. 

The report con-
cludes, “Politics or 
ideology must not 
get in the way of 
sound planning.”

Mr. President-
Elect, you are 
currently planning 
to build a two-mile 
sea wall to protect 
one of your prop-
erties in Ireland 
after a single storm 
in 2014 eroded 
as much as eight 

meters of frontage in some parts of 
your “Trump Doonbeg” golf course. 
The permit application for the wall 
explicitly cites global warming and 
its consequences. The environmental 
impact statement concludes, “A do 
nothing/do minimum option will have 
the least impact on [natural] processes 
but the existing erosion rate will con-

tinue and worsen, due to sea level rise, 
in the next coming years, posing a real 
and immediate risk to most of the golf 
course frontage and assets.”

Mr. President-Elect, you vowed dur-
ing the election campaign to renegoti-
ate the Paris Climate Agreement, you 
called the Clean Power Plan a “job-kill-
er” you would “scuttle,” you promised 
to reopen shuttered coal mines, ap-
prove the Keystone XL pipeline, reduce 
investments in clean energy, “lift re-
strictions” on energy development on 
public lands, open up offshore drilling, 
and eliminate the Clean Water Act.

Before implementing these cam-
paign promises, you might want to 
consider your 10-year-old son, Bar-
ron Trump, who will inherit a world 
in chaos: glaciers melting, rising seas, 
mega-droughts, deforestation, de-
sertification, mass migrations, social 
upheaval, political instability, terror-
ism, the spread of infectious diseases, 
and massive food shortages. 

If 97 out of 100 doctors reported that 
Barron had a raising temperature that 
would eventually cripple him, would 
you ignore it? 

If not for Barron’s sake, then for 
the sake of all the world’s children, 
embrace the findings of 97 percent of 
climate scientists who acknowledge 
the Earth has a manmade fever. 

Respectfully, 
Kirk Stapp
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Option #2—ESTA Bus 

Drive a $400,000 Ride 
Option #1—Lamborghini 
Sign the papers for 
$399,500, plus tax 
and license then 
buckle your seatbelt 
for 60 monthly pay-
ments of $7,200 

Join the ESTA Team as a professional driver (training provided 
if needed) and earn $15+ per hour piloting this $405,000  
beauty.  Ski pass benefit and commute assistance from  

Bishop included. 

Call Eastern Sierra Transit at 760.924.3184 
or check out our website www.estransit.com 
to learn more about Option #2 

 PHOTO: ALLAN PIETRASANTA 

ESAC RAISES FUNDS, SHARES SKILLS

The Eastern Sierra Avalanche Cen-
ter (ESAC) raised enough money 
last weekend to partially fund a 

third avalanche forecaster—an addi-
tion that will help keep people safer in 
the backcountry by allowing the orga-
nization to issue five avalanche advi-
sories per week. ESAC raised $11,000 at 
its Saturday event and another $13,000 
in donations this month, said Secre-
tary Forrest Cross. 

ESAC held both on-snow and 
classroom clinics free of charge on 
Saturday, December 3 at Mammoth 
Mountain Ski Area. Over 70 attendees 
showed up for the outdoor clinics, “the 
most we have ever had,” said Cross. 
The organization has been issuing ava-
lanche advisories for 11 years, and last 
Saturday’s event at Little Eagle Lodge, 
which featured a slideshow by local 
photographer Ken Etzel, was its10th 
annual fundraiser. MMSA donated its 
facilities free of charge, and catered the 
event. ESAC also recieves support from 
the U.S. Forest Service, Mono and Inyo 
Counties, the Sunset Foundation, and 
Mammoth Lakes Recreation.

The organization also boasts new 
signage at the Borrow Pit, Old Mam-
moth Road and Tamarack trailheads 
to help orient backcountry users. 
“The support from the local commu-
nity and also from those that traveled 
from down south or up north was 
awesome,” wrote Cross in an email to 
The Sheet. “We couldn’t be doing this 
without everyone’s help.” 

By Rea

The crowd awaits a slideshow presentation by photographer Ken 
Etzel on Saturday, December 3. 

Ski patroller and co-owner of Sierra Mountain Guides Neil 
Satterfield leads an on-snow clinic with ESAC. 

Left: Blaise Pondella checks out hats and plays with his avalanche rubber duckie. Center: Caitlin Rea and Jenny Senior model ESAC 
merchandise and sell gluten-free raffle tickets. Right: Lara Kaylor shows off her raffle prizes.
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