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The Bishop High School Choir at their Winter Concert on Tuesday, 
December 13. From left to right: Ted Adams, Ivonne Perez-Cervantes, 
Maddie Hardiman, Summer Winkler, Bri Moodie, Celica Cook, Rachel 
Fitt. 

By Rea
Making sense of ‘spot’ burrito prices 
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TALES FROM THE CAB
Tow truck drivers (and Bodine) share their stories from the open road

Breaking down on the 
side of the road on the 
Eastside can be lonely 

and quiet, and it’s usually a 
long way to civilization. Driv-
ers get nervous, kids get rest-
less and the future hinges on 
a tow truck. There’s a sigh of 
relief when it shows, because 
now there’s a real person to 
yell at about the wait. 

Tow truck drivers are like 
cooks; you don’t piss off the 
cook. They are going to bring 
you to safety and get you 
on your way—they deserve 
a free dinner. They might 
charge $250 an hour, but who 
else is going to pull your car 
out of Mono Lake?

By Bodine

“If you watch closely, the 
burrito prices change on 
the weekends,” Mam-

moth Mountain CEO Rusty 
Gregory told a packed room 
in Suite Z in November, when 
talking about Mammoth’s 
move to a system known as 
“dynamic pricing.”

“Dynamic,” also known as 
“surge” pricing, is the prac-
tice of pricing items based on 
market demand or a custom-
er’s perceived ability to pay.

Bloomberg News reported 
last year that the ski industry 
has made an $11 billion shift 
toward this type of system, 
with some resorts using 
startups like LIftopia, which 
implements a dynamic see PRICING, page 10
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ABOMINABLE!

Ali Rainville and the abominable snowman at the Bishop Chamber of 
Commerce mixer at High Country Lumber. See more photos, p. 18

PHOTO: REA

Zeia Rose, 11, enjoys a frosty root beer from Mammoth Brewing 
Company on June Mountain’s opening day. See more photos, p. 31.

These guardian angels of 
the highways get yelled at, 
blamed for crappy service 
by the insurance companies 
and drug through the mud by 
governmental agencies. 

One driver, who wished 
to remain anonymous, told 
the story about his contract 
with the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes, “a long time ago.” Petty 
personal feuds and favorit-
ism drove him out of town 
and his contract was given to 
someone who knows some-
one. He vowed never to go 
to town again and the new 
contractor couldn’t toe a line. 

The Town and mechanics 
realized they needed him, 

but he agreed to only pick up 
vehicles that were dropped 
off outside the town limits.

This worked great until 
the Fire Department needed 
a tow and he was the only 
one that could do it. He said 
he would only do it for $750 
cash. They offered a purchase 
order. No, he wanted cash. A 
check? No, cash.

The Fire Chief wanted to 
know why this tow truck driv-
er was being such an ass, so 
he did his own investigation. 
This all took several days, and 
luckily there wasn’t a fire.

When the Chief finished, 
he said he was amazed the 
driver offered to come at all 
considering how the Town 
screwed him over. The cash 
was in hand in minutes.

Some people get upset 
because the drivers work too 
fast. One hot summer after-
noon, the same tow driver 
was called out to one end 
of the county for a flat tire 
on a motorhome. Just as he 
was getting to the call, he got 
another call for an elderly 
couple stranded at the other 
end of the county. 

The flat-tire guy wanted 
the driver to take his time 
and do a good job. The driver 
explained the elderly couple 
situation and said he would 
do a good job but would do 
it quickly. He asked where 
the spare tire was, because 
the guy told the operator he 
had a spare. The flat-tire guy 
said he didn’t care about the 
couple because he had paid 
his dues by waiting two hours 
and the couple would have 
to do the same. Turns out the 
jerk had no spare and was 
trying to buy time.

Cory Duro of Lee Vining 
Towing said a month ago, a 

A FROSTY TREAT

pricing system to sell tickets 
on behalf of its resorts, and 
others, like Mammoth, go-
ing their own way. Guests at 
Mammoth, especially dur-
ing the holiday season, have 
likely noticed the change—an 
adult lift ticket on Thursday, 
December 22 cost $147.90, 
according to the sales as-
sociate The Sheet called in 
the capacity of a customer. 
That’s up from, for instance, 
the “shoulder season” price of 
$99, which the associate said 
she believed was the lowest 
price Mammoth offered for 
an adult lift ticket.

“Our ski instructors used 
to be able to tell guests what 
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This is the third installment in the tales of Pirate Eddy. This is an 
interactive bedtime story series which I share with my four-year old 
daughter Margaux. 

To bring folks up to speed, Pirate Eddy is a Mammoth local whose fa-
vorite food is Pirate’s Booty, a delicious salty snack with the consistency 
of a cheese puff. He lives inside Vons behind the Pirate’s Booty display 
in the chips aisle. During the day, he moonlights as a real estate agent. 
His girlfriend is Pirate Betty. 

Daddy: Once there was a Pirate, and his name was Eddy, and more 
than anything in the world, Pirate Eddy loved ... 

Margaux: Pirate’s Booty!
Daddy: And what else did he love? 
Margaux: Rudolph! Daddy, did you know that Rudolph is the fastest 

reindeer? 
Daddy: Well honey, it takes a lot of reindeer to pull a sleigh, and all 

the reindeer are harnessed togerther, so even though Rudolph may be 
the fastest, he has to slow down when he’s pulling the sleigh, ‘cause he 
can only go as fast as his slowest teammate. To be part of Santa’s team, 
you’ve got to work together. 

Margaux thinks about this for a moment. 
Margaux: Maybe instead of Rudolph slowing down, the other rein-

deer need to go faster. 
Daddy: Ah child ...  you may be in for some disappointment in this 

lifetime. 

For Christmas, Eddy wanted to buy the lovely Pirate Betty a house, 
because, well, he figured that her patience might run thin living behind 
the Pirate’s Booty display at Vons. 

Her patience wasn’t, in fact, running thin but these miscommunica-
tions are typical amongst lovebird Pirates. 

Unfortunately, Eddy realized that with the price of real estate in 
Mammoth, it would take him about seven years of living behind the 
Pirate’s Booty display to save up enough money to purchase the cheap-
est condo in town. 

A PIRATE EDDY CHRISTMAS 

see EDDY, page 11

Thankfully, a pirate by definition is not only resourceful, but quite 
malleable. 

Eddy decided that if he couldn’t buy Betty a new home, at the very 
least he could make their existing home more Christmas-y. 

So he marched out into the woods and cut down a cute little tree, 
assuredly breaking some law in the process, because he was a private 
citizen chopping down a tree on public land ... wait, that doesn’t make 
sense. Maybe we should make him a public citizen cutting a tree on 
private land—then the punishment could more logically fit the crime, 
or vice versa, or whatever. He wasn’t caught, so ignore this. Anyway, he 
had a tree ... 

He stashed the tree by the recycle bins overnight and on the next 
morning, he marched inside carrying the tree, dressed in a lumberjack 

A MERRY 
LITTLE 
CHIXMAS

DECEMBER 28

Join Olympian Stacey Cook for a holiday ski experience like no other. 
Two sessions available with private ski time, a screen printing class, 
a sunset snowshoe tour to Minaret Vista with mulled wine, plus drinks 
and appetizers at Yodler. Call to book your spot today.

Stay on Your Feet!

One in three seniors over 65 experience at least one fall.
One in two seniors over 80 experience a fall.

Every year:  

Mammoth Hospital S.P.O.R.T. Center   3rd Floor Conference Room C

w w w. m a m m o t h h o s p i t a l . c o m

•  Improve balance through practice in a safe, supervised environment.
•  Get helpful exercises and activities to practice at home.

• Increase accountability and motivation in a social setting.

Classes to be Offered Mondays & Wednesdays for Six Weeks 
January 9th - February 15th  12:00 - 12:45 PM

$75 for Full Six Week Course

Does your l ife feel 
out of balance?

Elevate Your Health

Meticulous Care •   Memorable People  •   Majestic Location

First screening and informational session is FREE and includes:

K e e p  Yo u r  B a l a n c e  a n d  P re ve n t  Fa l l s

•  Blood Pressure Testing  •  Balance Testing  •  Fall Prevention
•  Home Safety Modification  •  Benefits of Physical Activity

Call (760) 934-7302 to sign up.
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You abandoned Orange County, too!

Dear Editor:

On your topic of abandoning flights 
to Las Vegas (see the December 17 front 
page story on the short-lived, direct 
commercial air service to Las Vegas), 
let’s talk about how fast we pulled out 
of Orange County. 

Somehow for LAX we have stuck 
with supporting 13 flights a week in 
winter, and even 5 flights a week in the 
lowest shoulder season (I have seen 
as few as six people on a flight during 
shoulder season), but we can’t manage 
a single flight all year out of Orange 
County. 

That’s some 4 million people who 
live within 20 minutes of ultra-easy 
John Wayne airport who, instead of 
being solicited by Mammoth, are 
being solicited by others to hop on a 
real jet for a 95 percent on-time, 90 
minute flight to Salt Lake City or a two 
hour flight to Denver. They can reach 
dozens of resorts in the same or less 
time than you have to allow just to 
drive from Orange County to LAX and 
get through that airport—before ever 
setting foot on the plane. Talk about 
kissing off a target market.

Andy Ulich
Mammoth Lakes

I have seen as few as 

six people on a flight 

during shoulder season.

”

“

-Andy Ulich

Rental issue not confined to Mammoth

Dear Editor:

Vacation home rentals are BIG busi-
ness. Globally, the industry brings in 
over 100 billion dollars. In the U.S. it’s 
over 25 billion dollars and continues to 
grow. John Dalton of the Online Prop-
erty Management Association says 
“alternate lodging is becoming prima-
ry lodging—the market has no ending, 
none at all.” 

Many homes list-
ed on hosting sites 
such as HomeAway 
or  Airbnb were 
once homes for 
families and mem-
bers of the work-
force. They were at 
one time occupied 
by their owners or 
rented long term 
to residents of the 
community. Now 
they have become investor-owned and 
are rented out on a commercial basis 
as frequently as possible in order to 
maximize profits. 

Imagine, if you will, that some of the 
SECOND homes in your neighbor-
hood were being rented out nightly. 
The houses being rented would be in a 
residential neighborhood where zon-
ing prohibits it.  

Imagine now that some of your 
neighbors decide to monetize their 

PRIMARY homes and rent them out 
nightly. How would it affect the char-
acter of your community? Housing in-
ventory? Would family homes become 
unaffordable for people who work in 
Mono County? Would neighborhoods 
change in a way that current owners 
were assured by zoning they would 
not? Should the county allow the in-
centivizing of investor-owned proper-
ties in residential neighborhoods?

These are some of the questions the 
Planning Commis-
sion and the Mono 
County Board of 
Supervisors have 
been asking with 
the changing short 
term rental market. 
At our last Planning 
Commission  meet-
ing it was suggested 
by one member 
that this discus-
sion started partly 
with the idea that it 

could help second homeowners who 
were in danger of foreclosure. REALLY?  
I remember the discussion becoming 
more heated after June Mountain was 
closed several years ago and a state-
ment was made by Rusty Gregory that 
there were not enough beds in June 
Lake. The discussion and the industry 
are here to stay. We need your help to 
make decisions about this issue. 

Please contact your county Supervi-
sor with your thoughts at PO Box 715, 

Bridgeport, CA 93517. Further contact 
information can be found at www.
monocounty.ca.gov.

Mary Pipersky
Sunny Slopes 

Election results

The United States has long been 
viewed throughout the world as a 
model of democracy, but the recent 
election shows a different picture. 

Secretary Clinton now leads Mr. 
Trump by over 2.8 million votes [3 mil-
lion as of press time]. 

Clinton’s margin is so large that it 
ranks as the 20th largest out of our 58 
presidential elections. The Electoral 
College, championed by no one, is an 
obstacle to the winner’s taking office, 
with even Trump stating in 2012 “The 
electoral college is a disaster for a 
democracy.” In order to prevent a seri-
ous failure of democracy, Americans 
should actively pursue all avenues to 
ensure the selection of the candidate 
with the overwhelming plurality in this 
election [as of press time, the Electoral 
College elected Trump]. The alterna-
tive is the disenfranchisement of a very 
large number of voters, diminishing 
the capability and stability of our gov-
ernment going forward.

Steve Scott
Bishop



RING 
IN 2017

Whether you watch the ball drop at 9pm, or you’re 
dancing ‘til 2am, we’ve got a New Year’s Eve celebration 
for you this December 31.

INTIMATE LAKESIDE DINNER & CHAMPAGNE TOAST
The Lakefront Restaurant at Tamarack Lodge
Various seatings, starting at 6PM.

EAST COAST COUNTDOWN
Mountainside Bar & Grill at Mammoth Mountain Inn
Free event, 6:30–9:30PM. Dinner service as usual.

FAMILY FUN & FIREWORKS
The Village at Mammoth Gondola Deck. 6:30–9:30PM

PRIX FIXE DINNER & PARTY FEATURING DJ WLDCT
53 Kitchen & Cocktails. Various seatings starting at 3PM.

SPECIAL NYE MENU
Campo Mammoth
Various seatings, starting at 5PM.

CELEBRATION DINNER & CHAMPAGNE TOAST
Sushi Rei
Various seatings, starting at 5PM.

GO ONLINE FOR PRICING,
TIMES AND TICKETS



  Evanne Hays Jardine, 3/12/40 - 
12/10/2016

On December 10, Evanne Jardine, 
beloved wife, mother and grand-
mother, ended her two years long fight 
with pancreatic cancer at her home in 
Bishop. She will always be our champ, 
now at rest and content with her life 
and achievements, centered in her 
indomitable spirit and held in the 
steadfast love and joyful memories of 
family, friends and colleagues.

From 1966-95, Evanne taught 
English composition and literature 
at Santa Barbara City College, with 
an emphasis on American literature. 
After retiring with her husband John 
Cunningham to Mammoth Lakes, she 
continued writing poetry and fiction 
as she always had, participating in two 
writing groups. She returned to her 
earlier practice of art, joining plein air 
classes and groups, her work frequent-
ly exhibited in Bishop and Mammoth. 
Her book of recent poems and water-
colors, chiefly of the Sierra, Learning 
to Weave, was published in October, 
2016 and is available through Bishop 
Art Supply and Spellbinder Books in 
Bishop. It is also available at http://
stores.bishopartsupply.com/

Evanne, an avid hiker and skier, also 
taught courses in the history of the 
Eastern Sierra. With grace and humor, 
she demonstrated strength of charac-
ter, a lifelong love of learning, appre-
ciation of beauty, and spirit of adven-

ture. She and John traveled the world 
and, with their dog Sophie, camped all 
over the West and Mexico.

Evanne is survived by her ever-lov-
ing husband John, her son Sean, step-
children Barbara and Michael, and 
grandchildren Eamonn, Kyle, Brian, 
Henry and Clara, as well as her sister 
Debbie and her brother John Edward, 
known as Jed.

We let go, but we never lose sight . . . 
. ”All Light is Beautiful.”

Memorial service to be announced 
later.
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CANYON 
LODGE

FEATURING HEADLINER

BE A PART OF IT

WITH

Start spreading the news: We’re welcoming the New Year with a New York State of mind. 
Shred the mountain then put on the ritz for a glitzy slopeside celebration like no other. Take 
a walk on the wild side to this big NYC party – call or go online to buy your tickets now.

TICKETS $99
GET YOURS BY DEC 30 TO SAVE $30
PASSHOLDERS SAVE $34
EXCLUSIVE LOUNGE TICKETS AVAILABLE
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WHAT’S THE COMMOTION?

On Tuesday, December 21, the 
Mono County Board of Su-
pervisors voted unanimously 

to impose a 45-day moratorium on 
commercial marijuana cultivation, 
distribution and sales in unincor-
porated regions of Mono County. 

Proposition 64, the California 
Marijuana Legalization Initiative, 
legalized recreational marijuana 
use and cultivation of six or fewer 
plants for adults 21 and over, begin-
ning November 8, 2016. 

Proposition 64 has a caveat. It 
gives local governments the author-
ity to regulate marijuana-related 
businesses and outdoor growth of 
the plant through land-use regula-
tions, permits, and imposed taxes. 
It also prohibits commercial mari-
juana activities (growth, sale, and 
distribution among other activities) 
until regulations are imposed either 
by the state or by local govern-
ments.

The ordinance 
put forward at 
Tuesday’s meeting 
justified the mor-
atorium by treat-
ing the creation 
of regulations 
regarding com-
mercial marijuana 
operations as a 
planning and de-
velopment issue 
with the potential 
to impact “public 
safety, health, and 
welfare.”

Mono County, 
unlike Inyo 
County, did not 
include provisional regulatory items 
(such as a tax on commercial mari-
juana sales) on its November 2016 
ballot. According to Mono County 
Development Analyst Mike Draper, 
that means Mono County will either 
have to hold a special election or 
wait two years for a regular election 
if it wants to vet potential regula-
tions through a popular vote. 

At last week’s meeting, Mono 
County District Attorney Tim Ken-
dall told the board his staff have 
received numerous calls over the 
last month from citizens of unin-
corporated areas in Mono County 
indicating a public perception that 
commercial growth of marijuana is 
now legal. “It appears we do have 
a few people who have jumped the 
gun… I believe we may have more 
if we don’t have the ability to take 
a step back and address county 
regulations and make the law clear 
to the public,” said Kendall. 

Kendall said he did not want 
his office to be making decisions 
about whether or not to shut down 

LOCAL NEWS
MONO COUNTY: 
STUCK IN THE WEEDS
Moratorium imposed on some commercial marijuana grows
By Giles

commercial marijuana operations 
before regulations are in place. 

Mono County Undersherrif Mi-
chael Moriarty said on behalf of his 
staff, “We do not want to be put in 
the middle of this… we don’t [usu-
ally] enforce federal law unless we 
are part of a federal taskforce… we 
need to have time to school depu-
ties on these nuances.” 

Kendall said this week that com-
mercial growth of marijuana for 
medicinal or recreational uses is 
illegal under state law and will re-
main illegal until those regulations 
are in place. When asked how of-
ficials in Mono County is expected 
to enforce laws while regulations 
are pending, Kendall said, “Law en-
forcement is still tasked with the job 
of enforcing crimes that are still on 
the books. Illegal grows would have 
to be either shut down or individu-
als possibly arrested and prosecut-
ed until the entire law takes effect.  

In essence, to be 
legal, individuals 
will have a number 
of steps with per-
mits, licensing and 
security, etc. that 
might be required 
that they can’t do 
yet to begin opera-
tions.  We know in-
dividuals who have 
started the process 
and individuals 
who are interested 
in starting the 
process.  From a 
[law enforcement] 
perspective, we 
want them to wait 

so we don’t have to get involved.” 
The Board of Supervisors voted 

unanimously to impose the mora-
torium for 45 days. During that 
time, county staff are instructed 
to do public outreach regarding 
desired restrictions on commercial 
marijuana operations. The Mono 
County Sherriff’s Department was 
asked to come up with a press re-
lease that would clarify the current 
legal status of commercial mari-
juana cultivation, sale, and distribu-
tion in unincorporated portions of 
Mono County. The restriction does 
not apply to incorporated towns 
such as Mammoth Lakes. Recre-
ational use of marijuana remains 
legal, as does the indoor cultivation 
of six or fewer plants for personal 
use. The moratorium extends to 
outdoor cultivation of marijuana. 
According to Mono County Planner 
Scott Burns, several departments 
are currently involved in developing 
regulations for Mono County. 

By James

Inyo County members of the The 
American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees 

(AFSCME) union have been working 
without a contract for the past three 
months, and about three dozen of 
them took to Main Street in Bishops 
to picket on Monday.  

The AFSCME, which represents 
the county employees, is asking for a 
more “reasonable cost of living” raise 
from Inyo County than what appears 
to be the 1 percent COLA proposed 
by the county. It was clear from the 
signs carried by those picketing that 
the “low-ball offer” was completely 
unacceptable to the union members. 
More than one union member char-
acterized the county’s offer as “insult-
ing,” “demeaning,” and “belittling.” 
One union member was overheard 
suggesting that perhaps the county 
should reconsider all the money it is 
planning on spending on the new, 
centralized county office building 
in Bishop and place their focus on 
continuing to provide county services 
to the public and “liveable wages” to 
its employees.

While negotiations are still tak-
ing place between AFSCME and the 

County of Inyo, the main purpose of 
union members picketing on Main 
Street was really to bring public 
awareness that labor contract nego-
tiations are underway—and appar-
ently not going too well. Because of 
the confidential nature of the process, 
information to the public is often 
scarce until negotiations completely 
break down. County employees be-
longing to the union are hoping that 
doesn’t happen.

It appears we do have 

a few people who have 

jumped the gun...I 

believe we may have 

more if we don’t have 

the ability...to make the 

law clear to the public.

”

“

-Tim Kendall
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HOLLYWOOD MUF
Mammoth contemplates building a MUF at Hollywood prices. Clearly, all those $100,000 Grand bars come with a side of nuts. 

Mammoth residents learned 
on Wednesday, December 21 
that they won’t be skating on 

their new world-class ice rink/multi-
use facility, affectionately nicknamed 
the MUF, by October 31, 2017, and 
that the current price tag for the facil-
ity, calculated by HMC Architects, is a 
cool $10,580,000. 

Mammoth Town Council voted 3-1, 
with Mayor Shields Richardson dis-
senting, to move forward with an op-
tion that may have Mammoth skating 
by Thanksgiving or Christmas of 
2017, barring any lawsuits during the 
Environmental Impact Review period 
which, Town Attorney Andy Morris 
said, could cost the town a good deal 
of money if any of the neighbor-
ing residents to the proposed site at 
Mammoth Creek Park West (MCPW) 
decide to sue. “Depending on how 
the [California Environmental Qual-
ity Act] litigation goes, $100 thousand 
is not unreasonable [to spend fight-
ing a lawsuit]. It could be a lot more,” 
said Morris.

Lynn Altieri-Need, an advocate for 
the rink, arrived with 150 signatures 
advocating for momentum on the 
MUF. 

“It is a little frustrating to hear Oc-
tober 2017 until two weeks ago [as an 
opening date], and now hear, ‘Well, 
maybe Thanksgiving and maybe 
Christmas, and maybe further than 
that.’”

She reminded Council of the op-
position they faced when they first 
decided to put the MUF on the town-
owned MCPW. “With the potential 
for litigation that was promised by 
people that sat in this room…Town 
Council still sat here and said, ‘Nope, 
we want it on our existing land.” 

The Sheet reported in October, 
2015, when the vote 
passed Town Coun-
cil to build the facil-
ity at MCPW, that 
Altieri-Need also 
expressed skepti-
cism on the price of 
the proposed MUF. 

“The Town Man-
ager [Dan Holler] 
did an excellent job 
of baiting us all with 
a lowball figure of 
$400,000-600,000 
to relocate the rink 
[from its current 
location near the 
Mammoth Lakes Library]. That 
number quickly increased to $1.3-1.5 
million. This figure remains in place 
with no consideration of the cost of 
litigation…Are we a town that has so 
much money that we can risk forcing 
this through?” she asked at the time.

Fast-forward to today, and a $10 
million facility. “This is the number 
we got from the architects,” said Pub-
lic Works Director Grady Dutton on 
Wednesday. This includes $1,171,000 
for site work; $1,911,000 for a Com-
munity Center (which was a primary 
focus of the facility when the MUF 
was approved, but has since been rel-
egated to a “phase-in” component); 
$870,000 for a support building (to 
house chillers, a Zamboni, etc); 
$5,498,000 for the ice rink/rec zone 
itself; and $1,130,000 in “other” costs. 

By Rea

If your back’s up 

against the wall, you’re 

not making smart 

decisions. 

”

“

-Mayor Shields Richardson

These costs, again, do not include 
the possibility of lawsuits which have 
been promised by members of the 
La Vista Blanc Homeowners Associa-
tion. 

It also does not take into account 
the cost of restoring the existing 
rink site [behind Mammoth Lakes 
Library] to its pre-rink condition, 

which the Town 
is contractually 
obligated to do 

It also means 
the Town is walk-
ing away from an 
existing rink site it 
has invested more 
than $2 million 
into. 

“I wanted to get 
this to Council 
as soon as pos-
sible make sure 
you absorb this 
and start thinking 
about some of the 

stuff we can do … get you a sense of 
where we are so we can start work-
ing on funding strategies and value 
engineering,” said Dutton. 

Dutton presented Council with 
several options, including autho-
rizing an amount not to exceed 
$250,000 to HMC Architects to “fur-
ther the design, enable additional 
value engineering work and prepare 
more detailed cost estimates.” 

They also had the option to choose 
to authorize “only enough design 
services to enable the design refine-
ment/value engineering process to 
continue ($25,000) until such time as 
the EIR is considered for certification 
and the 30 day statute of limitations 
for CEQA challenge has been com-
pleted.” 

Mayor Shields Richardson, who 
also voted in October of 2015 not 
to move forward with the MUF at 
MCPW, advocated for spending only 
$25,000 at this point in time. 

“I don’t share the rest of the Coun-
cil’s approach to spending $250,000, 
especially with the EIR not figured 
out yet,” said Richardson. “Because 
that could change the design, and 
if that does, we’ve spent a bunch of 
money [on a design that won’t work]. 
And in a couple months we’re going 

to know anyway [if the design will 
have to change].” 

Council member Bill Sauser, along 
with members Colin Fernie and 
John Wentworth, voted for spending 
the $250,000 to progress the design 
of the building. Council member 
Cleland Hoff recused herself from 
the vote. 

“As a Council we made a commit-
ment to move it to this site,” said 
Sauser. “Even if we get a lawsuit ... 
I foresee it going here if we have to 
do further mitigation. We’ve made a 
promise to the community, a com-
munity that doesn’t trust the Town 
already. We need to do everything in 
our power to see that we can meet 
that commitment.” 

In regards to the almost certain 
prospect of a lawsuit during the 
environmental review period, Sauser 
said, “Let [the project] be stalled by 
somebody else and not by this body.”

Town Attorney Morris said that 
the plan was for the Environmen-
tal Impact Report to be released on 
December 29. There is a 45 day pubic 
comment period following its release. 
It would come back to Council “Ide-
ally on March 1, or it could be March 
15 depending on volume and com-
plexity of comments” received.

The statute of limitations for filing 
a lawsuit is 30 days from the end of 
that period, so “April 1 or 15 [would 
be] the last day that somebody could 
sue.” 

“I want to move forward cautiously 
and get this EIR issue and potential 
legal issue out of the way and then 
full speed ahead,” said Richard-
son.  “I’m not afraid of spending the 
$250,000, I’m just saying do it in a 
way that is most efficient.”

Hockey booster and father Jeff 
Posey pleaded with Council to move 
forward with the rink as quickly 
as possible. His son is on a hockey 
league, said Posey, and he has been 
driving all over the state to allow him 
to play hockey. “People want to come 
here,” said Posey, saying that Mam-
moth would benefit exponentially 
from the teams wanting to come 
play hockey in a town with plenty 
of activities and natural beauty. “We 
just sit in a hotel room when we go to 
these other rinks.” 

He urged expediency. “Whatever 
you can do, [move this along] in any 
way possible, because if we have any 
more down time, you’re going to lose 
kids…the program’s already suf-
fered.” 

Finally, said Fernie, “I feel like we’ve 
been at this for a year and a half…
[and] I feel like constantly we’ve been 
faced with, ‘If you don’t make this 
decision tonight, it’s going to throw 
the whole process off.’”

Richardson concurred. “It’s not 
about not making this go forward, 
it’s about making this go forward the 
right way. If your back’s up against 
the wall you’re not making smart 
decisions.”
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By Rea

LENDING A HOME

The State of California is changing 
the requirements for its foster 
care families, and the Mono 

County Department of Social Services 
wants those thinking about getting 
involved in the foster care system to 
know that there are many ways they 
can help.

“The old paradigm is that if you’re 
[signed up to be a] foster parent, [So-
cial Services] knocks at your door, they 
hand you a child, and you don’t have 
any say … but we need people who are 
interested in short term as well as long 
term” care for children, said Kathryn 
Peterson, Director of the Mono County 
Department of Social Services. 

Peterson and Michelle Raust, Pro-
gram Manager for Mono County Child 
and Adult Services, sat down with The 
Sheet on Tuesday, December 20 to dis-
cuss the changes in California’s foster 
care system. Beginning on January 1, 
2017, foster families will be known as 
“Resource Families,” and the process 
used to certify them will become uni-
versal throughout the state. 

Families looking to foster children 
will now go through a Resource Family 
Approval process (RFA), which in-
cludes a criminal records review, home 
safety check, training, psychosocial 
assessment, references and an annual 
review. All foster 
caregivers, from 
temporary emer-
gency “respite” care 
to permanent adop-
tion, will now have 
to meet the same 
standards.

Several “pilot 
counties” imple-
mented the pro-
gram from 2013-14, 
and all 58 counties 
in California will be 
rolling out the new 
standards in the 
new year.

However, “advocates are concerned 
that the additional requirements of 
RFA may be superfluous to relative 
caregivers and a challenge to complete 
within the truncated 90-day [compli-
ance] period,” wrote Lauren Johnson 
for the Chronicle of Social Change. 

“As we implement RFA, we need to 
be mindful of the unique needs of rela-
tive caregivers who often get multiple 
siblings overnight with little to no 
warning or time to prepare,” Susanna 
Kniffen, Director of child welfare poli-
cy at Children Now, told Johnson.“We 
cannot let the promise of RFA unin-
tentionally push our most valuable 
caregivers out of our system.”

Thirty six percent of California 
foster children are placed with rela-
tives, Johnson reported. However, on 
the other side of the coin, families 
that are interested in long-term foster 
care or adoption will now already be 
approved for this through the RFA. “So 
a kid doesn’t get two years in to the 
system and bond with a certain family 
and then come to find that family isn’t 
able to be a permanent home for some 
reason,” said Raust. “By knowing right 
from the beginning, should we need a 
long-term plan, this family is thumbs-

up, that way the kid doesn’t end up 
without a home in two years.”

Peterson and Raust said that their 
four social workers in Mono County 
are already getting trained to certify 
Resource Families. 

“The one thing that I really like is 
that our social workers didn’t hear this 
and go, ‘Oh God, I have to do all this.’ 
They’re into it, they want to do it,” said 
Peterson. 

“We’re a tiny but mighty team,” 
added Raust. 

There are currently less than ten 
children in Mono County that are in 
the foster care system, either having 
been removed from their home by 
Child Protective Services or through 
the Juvenile Probation System, Pe-
terson said. Another change to the 
new system is the implementation of 
Assembly Bill 403, which will lead to 
the closure of many group homes, and 
therefore increase the need for more 
Resource Families. 

“We’re working with Behavioral 
Health and Probation to expand our 
capacity to wrap services around a kid 
who might otherwise [need to go to a 
group home],” said Raust. “The point 
is to keep kids in their community, 
connected to their community.”

“Instead of moving the child or 
youth to get the 
services, bring 
the services to the 
child or youth,” 
said Peterson. 

Carolyn Baillet 
is one of Mono 
County’s foster 
parents, who will 
soon become a 
“Resource Fam-
ily.”  Baillet, a 
former nurse 
at Mammoth 
Hospital, has, in 
about seven years, 
provided tempo-

rary care to between ten and fourteen 
children in need. 

“I do travel, so [social services] 
always understood I was never com-
mitted to have anyone here full-time 
at all,” Baillet told The Sheet. “But I’ve 
always been available in the initial 
time frame when a child is taken out of 
the home. It’s very traumatic for them 
and I’ve got a dog, so they just kind of 
come here enjoy the time with the dog, 
relax…” 

Baillet recalled the first foster child 
she had, whom she taught to make 
English Toffee during the holidays. 
“She was so excited to help, she had 
never, ever done anything like that,” 
said Baillet.

“So many times [youths] can come 
out of a station that is not healthy for 
them and it is so important for us as 
foster parents to be a positive influ-
ence and a resource in their lives. The 
system by itself cannot change some-
one’s life pattern, but a caring foster 
parent can.” 

To find out more about Mono Coun-
ty’s Resource Family program, contact 
the Mono County Department of Social 
Services at 760-924-1770. 

Mono County seeks more foster caregivers as state regs change a guy came in who had somehow 
lost his car. The driver said he came 
through town in a moving van, his 
vehicle being towed behind on a short 
trailer called a dolly. When he stopped 
for gas, he noticed the car was gone.

Duro chuckled, “How do you lose 
your car?”

The lost-car driver called weeks later, 
still looking for his car. The California 
Highway Patrol refused to make an of-
ficial report, Duro said, because there 
wasn’t a car and the lost-car driver 
couldn’t file a claim without a report.

The town truck drivers started to 
doubt his story, too.

Then on Monday, December 20, 
Lee Vining Towing was called out to 
recover a vehicle in the bushes at the 
bottom of Conway Summit Pass. Duro 
said the car must have come loose 
from the dolly somewhere near the top 
of the pass and tumbled to the bottom. 

Myself, and my cars, have broken 
down and been stuck on the side of 
the road at least 12 times this year. 
They’re not indestructible, what can 
I say? At this very moment, my third 
car this year is in the shop. I’ve never 
complained about the wait time, I grew 
up here and know it takes time to get 
anything done. 

In March, I was stuck at June Lake 
Junction with an electrical problem 
for about 14 hours. I tried jumping my 
Honda, but with incompetent cable 
handlers, so I finally called for a truck. 
The operator asked if I wanted a jump 

or a tow. I thought we’d start with a 
jump and tow if needed. I’m so naïve.

The wimpy “battery” truck couldn’t 
get my car started. I asked the driver 
how long it would take to get the tow 
truck out. He said this call needed to 
be processed by headquarters first 
before another truck could come out. 
That was 3 p.m. By 1 a.m. it still wasn’t 
processed and there were no trucks 
available, anywhere.

The sweet lady from roadside as-
sistance on the phone in Virginia asked 
if I was sure that Fresno was too far 
away, there were plenty of tow trucks 
there. According to her map, it was 
only 50 miles away. Then she asked if I 
could walk to the City of June Lake and 
get a hotel. 

I wrapped my dog in newspapers 
like a deli sandwich and hunkered 
down for a cold night until a friendly 
California Highway Patrol officer 
picked us up and took us home at the 
behest of the insurance company.

CHP guys have given me rides to 
and from the auto parts store, helped 
me jump my car, and provided general 
moral support. 

There are centuries worth of stories. 
A tow driver in Lone Pine said he had 
45 years’ worth, but said he had to get 
going. “If a tow truck driver’s sitting 
still, he’s not making money.” He hung 
up before I caught his name.

TOWING
continued from page 1

The system by itself 

cannot change someone’s 

life pattern, but a caring 

foster parent can.

”

“

- Carolyn Baillet
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PRICING
continued from page 1

they’d expect to pay for a lift ticket,” 
said a manager at Mammoth who 
declined to give their name. “Now, 
they’re instructed to be deliberately 
vague, so they say something along 
the lines of, ‘It’s dynamic pricing, 
so you’ll have to ask ticket sales for 
today’s current prices.’” 

When The Sheet asked the associ-
ate on Thursday about the lowest 
possible pricing, she stuck with the 
story. “I don’t really know exactly, 
because [prices] do fluctuate from 
day to day,” she said. “It’s pretty 
much like airline pricing or hotel 
pricing…it fluctuates up and down 
a little depending on the demand.”

In fact, when The Sheet asked 
Lauren Burke, Public Relations and 
Social Media Manager at MMSA, 
for the minimum and maximum 
prices that Mammoth charges for 
lift tickets, she declined to give any 
numbers. 

“We have numerous different 
pricing tiers programmed for adult 
lift tickets. Child pricing is about 40 
percent of the adult lift ticket price,” 
Burke wrote in an email to The 
Sheet on Wednesday, December 21. 
The Sheet also asked what the mini-
mum and maximum prices were for 
lessons. “Yes, lessons are subject to 
dynamic pricing and we currently 
have 4 pricing tiers built in,” Burke 
responded.

“Mammoth can [also] change lift 
ticket prices based on the weather,” 

the aforementioned manager told 
The Sheet. “So, if we get a big storm 
on a Tuesday, prices will go up on 
Wednesday.”

So The Sheet asked Burke, “Does 
weather affect prices (i.e. if we get a 
big storm on a Wednesday, will we 
see prices increase on Tuesday?)”

“Days of the week [midweek vs 
weekend] and holidays are the 
biggest factors influencing pricing 
changes,” Burke wrote in response. 
Burke did not specifically address 
The Sheet’s question about weather 
affecting ticket prices. 

This is the second year that MMSA 
has been using dynamic pricing, ac-
cording to Burke. 

PING, a software that allows 
MMSA’s digital display boards to 
update for real-time pricing, was in-
stalled last Saturday at June Moun-
tain in order to allow that resort to 
make the move to the dynamic pric-
ing system as well. PING has been 
in use at Mammoth for four years, 
according to Burke.

Though Mammoth Mountain is 
one of the pioneer ski resorts to 
implement this model, the road was 
paved by other industries. “Airlines 
have been doing this for a long 
time,” Gregory said in his “State 
of the Company” address to Town 
Council on November 16. “They’re 
the ones that invented it. [Las] Vegas 
and gambling took this to a fine art.” 

Airlines began instituting dynam-

ic, also known as “surge,” pricing in 
the 1990s. Anyone trying to catch an 
Uber of Lyft cab ride after a sports 
event lets out has experienced the 
effects of surge pricing. The Wall 
Street Journal reported in 2015 that 
“on busy nights like New Year’s Eve, 
fares can soar to $500.”

Industries that get a large propor-
tion of their business from online 
sales are taking the 
most advantage 
of the move to a 
dynamic pricing 
system. Even the 
retail behemoth 
Amazon has in-
stituted dynamic 
pricing strategies. 
Freeway operators, 
zoos and Major 
League Baseball 
are among the 
converts. 

“This is not a 
passing fad,” Peter 
Fader, co-director 
of the University 
of Pennsylvania’s 
customer-analyt-
ics initiative, told 
the Wall Street 
Journal. “…it’s going to become 
imperative for the brick-and-mortar 
players to figure out how to do this.”

Fader told the WSJ that some 
models didn’t go over well. Coca-
Cola attempted to charge more for 
sodas on hot days at their vending 
machines, which met with a con-
sumer backlash, and MLB custom-
ers expressed dismay when they 
first found themselves subject to the 
changing prices. 

However, “now pretty much every 
one of them is doing it routinely, 
and doing it with a remarkable lack 
of backlash,” Frader told the WSJ. 
“The first time, it’s ‘That ain’t right.’ 
The second time, it’s all right.”

“With change comes some com-
plaints, definitely,” Burke told The 
Sheet in an email. “But we are see-
ing our guests shift their habits even 
further to book their trips in ad-
vance and by doing so receive better 
rates across the board.”

“Customers are rewarded with 
discounts for committing early, 
resorts hedge against cancellations 
if the weather turns and skiers come 
who otherwise might be deterred 
by ever-rising advertised prices,” 
Bloomberg reported last year, not-
ing that “the average adult weekend 
rate rose 6 percent last season to 
$92, according to the National Ski 
Areas Association, a trade group.” 

Unfortunately for consumers, they 
tend to pay more on average as a re-
sult of the move to dynamic pricing, 
economists are reporting. 

“It’s a royal pain in the rear from a 
consumer standpoint,” said Gregory 
in November, “but it allows us to 
reward the consumer on the quiet 
days and attract them to un-utilized 
capacity…[dynamic pricing is] not 
to penalize them, but to charge full 
boat during a time when it’s quite 
crowded … Success in Mammoth is 

not about having 30,000 people on 
the hill on Saturday. What we’d like 
to do is to get some people to come 
on Wednesday, when we only have 
5,000 people in town.”

“It doesn’t seem to bother the 
guests too much,” said the MMSA 
manager. “We’ve had a few com-
plaints, but generally people seem 
willing to pay whatever price is on 

the screen that 
day.” 

The most frus-
trating thing, from 
a customer service 
standpoint, be-
comes the inability 
to budget what a 
trip might cost in 
advance. As The 
Sheet found, the 
vagueness is rather 
institutional. 

“We’re lucky to 
have one price or 
two for an hour 
on a weekend,” 
Gregory said on 
November 16. 
Paradoxically, 
Burke told The 
Sheet on Wednes-

day that prices only changed “by the 
day” when asked how frequently 
consumers might see price changes. 
Also contradicting Gregory, Burke 
said that “[food items] are not sub-
ject to dynamic pricing.” 

As technology improves, consum-
ers are likely to see dynamic pricing 
methods implemented almost ev-
erywhere. The WSJ reported that the 
travel company Orbitz determined 
that customers who logged into its 
site on a Mac device were willing to 
pay up to 30 percent higher prices 
and thus the company subsequently 
advertised higher-priced hotels to 
those users.

Time Magazine reported that 
Delta Airlines charged frequent 
fliers up to $300 more for an airline 
ticket than those who traveled less 
frequently. Their models showed 
that frequent fliers were most likely 
traveling out of necessity, such as 
for business, and would be willing 
to pay more to reach their destina-
tions. 

“The entire travel industry has 
moved towards dynamic pricing,” 
Burke told The Sheet.

“It comes down to getting the 
most out of each customer interac-
tion,” wrote Greg Petro for Forbes 
last year, “and that’s what businesses 
that are using dynamic pricing are 
doing.” 

Though the concept can feel 
unfair, MMSA’s friendly associate 
probably summed it up best when 
she said, “You know, Mammoth is 
Mammoth, and people pretty much 
want to go, so that’s the reason for 
the higher prices.” 

It’s a royal pain in the 

rear from a consumer 

standpoint but it 

allows us to reward the 

customer on the quiet 

days ... 

”

“

-Rusty Gregory
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EDDY
continued from page 10

Morrison’s 1/2 TBD
uniform and just sets the tree up right 
by the deli section like it’s supposed 
to be there and of course no one gives 
him any trouble. So the tree is just 
there and he realizes, well heck, it’s 
got to be decorated with something. 
So he takes a whole slew of chip clips 
and he clips bags of Pirate’s Booty all 
over the branches. 

Margaux: Does he put an angel on 
the tree? 

Daddy: Not at the start. He starts 
with the Pirate’s Booty. 

Margaux: What about ornaments 
and tinsel and lights … 

Daddy: Well, see, that’s what the 
employees started to do … once the 
Christmas tree was started, then 
everybody started contributing. 
They even started a Secret Santa deal 
where employees bought presents for 
each other and put them under the 
tree. 

Margaux: Secret Santa? 
Daddy: Secret Santa is when people 

buy things for each other, but they 
don’t put a note on the gift to tell you 
who it’s from … 

Margaux: Why would they do that? 
Daddy: They want it to be a sur-

prise. 
Margaux: But isn’t it a surprise if it’s 

wrapped already? 
Daddy: Fair point. 
Margaux: Daddy … sometimes you 

know a lot about a lot of things. And 
other times, you don’t know anything 
about anything. 

Daddy: You’ve been talking to your 
mother … 

Meanwhile, Pirate Betty had been 
thinking of what she should get Eddy 
for Christmas, but of course, Eddy 
lived behind a Pirate Booty display 
and yet he still had a girlfriend, so 
Eddy had everything a man could 
possibly want … except his own 
bowling ball, of course. 

Margaux: Does Santa stop at Vons? 
Daddy: What? 
Margaux: Does Santa stop at Vons? 

it’s Eddy and Betty’s house. He’s not 
going to skip them, is he? 

Daddy: Of course not. 
Margaux: Does Vons have a chim-

ney? 
Daddy: No, but it has a back door. 

If a building doesn’t have a chimney, 
Santa always knows another way. 

Margaux: But what if the door is 
locked? 

Daddy: Santa can pick the lock. 
Margaux: Then Santa’s kinda like a 

burglar, isn’t he? 
Daddy: Except he doesn’t take away 

all the things you want. Instead, he 
brings you a bunch of stuff, and most 
of it you don’t want. 

Margaux: That’s not true! I love 
everything Santa brings. 

Daddy: You’re absolutely right, 
sweetheart. Daddy was being a little 
too cynical. 

Margaux: What does cynical mean? 
Daddy: Well, there’s optimistic, 

which means you’re really excited 
about stuff, and pessimistic, which 
means you’re not excited about any-
thing. If realistic is in the middle, then 
cynical is just a little to this side of 
realistic heading towards pessimistic. 

Margaux: Why would anyone be 

cynical when they could be optimistic 
instead? 

Daddy: Another fair point. 

So finally Christmas Eve comes, 
and then Christmas morning. On 
Christmas Eve the Vons employees 
had gotten together briefly to do their 
Secret Santa gift exchange, and then 
the place closed relatively early (9 
p.m.). 

Eddy set his alarm clock for 3 a.m. 
so he and Betty could have a proper 
Christmas morning together, al-
though when the alarm went off and 
the couple awoke, Eddy realized that 
he and betty were like a couple of 
Whos. Yes, they were surrounded by 
plenty, but none of it was theirs, and 
neither, despite the best of intentions, 
had anything tangible to give the 
other. 

Eddy had his tree to show Betty, but 
she’d already seen the tree and had 
even complimented Eddy on its deco-
ration. 

As for Betty, she had come to the 
quick conclusion that it was pointless 
to buy Eddy a bowling ball if bowling 
comes with balls included. So she had 
bought him a gift certificate for the 
Rock ‘n Bowl, but a gift certificate is 
hardly something you can open and 
oooh and aaah over. 

Not really knowing what to do now 
that he had awakened them, and a lit-
tle half-desperate at the realization he 
just … had … nothing, Eddy brought 
Betty over to the Christmas tree. 

And what he noticed was that there 
was one small, wrapped present 
remaining under the tree. And the 
present was addressed to Eddy  … 
and Betty! 

Eddy briefly wondered whether 
it was a snake or a bomb, because 
Pirates and TSA personnel are always 
cautious about unattended packages, 
but eventually, Betty stopped into the 
breach and began slowly tearing away 
at the paper and unwrapping the gift. 

When she opened the box, there 
was a tiny folded note with a ribbon 
tied around it. Sitting next to the 
note was a gleaming pair of silver 
hoop earrings. She pulled the ribbon, 
opened the note, and read the follow-
ing. 

Merry Christmas Pirates Eddy and 
Betty: 

We took up a collection amongst 
the employees, and have reimbursed 
the company for all the Pirate’s Booty 
and Jack Daniels you have consumed 
this year. We admire your pluck and 
wish you the best of success in 2017. 

Best wishes, Your Friends at Vons

Margaux: How come there was only 
one box under the tree? 

Daddy: What do you mean? 
Margaux: What did Santa bring for 

Eddy and Betty. 
Daddy: You know what Santa 

brought, sweetie? He brought the 
Peace on Earth and good will towards 
men. Because that’s what those folks 
at Vons have, no matter how many 
stressed out people treat them rudely 
over the holidays. 

Merry Christmas to the Margauxes 
and Cindy Lou Whos everywhere. 
Even, and maybe especially, a Merry 
Christmas to that Grinch fellow, too. 
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By Giles
Another Olympian has joined our ranks in Mammoth—this one works at a coffee shop
A STAR AT STELLAR BREW

Sarah Attar is a two-time Olym-
pian and was one of the first 
women to represent Saudi 

Arabia in the Olympics, at the 2012 
London Summer Games. She’s also 
a photographer and artist, and a 
barista at Stellar Brew. 

In late 2011, Sarah Attar was a self-
described “totally average college 
sophomore” studying art at Pepper-
dine University and competing as a 
walk-on for the track team. Attar was 
born in California and grew up in 
San Diego. Her mother is American 
and her father is Saudi Arabian.  

During the winter and spring of 
2011-2012, The International Olym-
pic Committee put a lot of pressure 
on Saudi Arabia to allow female ath-
letes to compete in the Olympics. At 
that time, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and 
Brunei were the only three countries 
in the world who had never sent 
female athletes to the Olympics. All 
three countries sent women to the 
Olympics that year.

“My whole dad’s side of the 
family lives in Saudi Arabia,” said 
Attar, who grew up visiting relatives 
abroad. At the time, it was illegal in 
Saudi Arabia for women and girls 
to participate in sports in public 
school. “Somehow, and I’m still not 
sure how, word got around that I ran 
more than most women in Saudi 
Arabia at the time,” said Attar, who 
used to run dressed as a boy or in 

PHOTO COURTESY SARAH ATTAR

full Abaya (a robe-like dress worn by 
some women in parts of the Muslim 
world), accompanied by her father, 
when she visited her family. 

In February 2012, Attar got a letter, 
out of the blue, from the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee, inviting 
her to compete on behalf of Saudi 

Arabia in July. “I was not running at 
an Olympic level, or even qualified 
to run professionally,” said Attar. 
“You can imagine the surreal nature 
of it all… and it was all so rushed 
that I didn’t have time to realize 
what I was getting myself into, but I 
decided to do it.” 

With that, Attar, normally a dis-
tance runner, had six weeks to 
train for the 800 meter, an event 
she vaguely remembers having 
run once or twice in high school. 
At 19, she was set to compete, fully 
covered, from head to toe, against 
athletes who had been training for 
their event for years. She finished 
that race a distant last, to a stand-
ing ovation from 80,000 spectators 
at London’s Olympic Stadium. “It 
was something I had never antici-
pated or planned for and it ended up 
changing the course of my life,” said 
Attar of that experience.

After that event, Attar was inter-
viewed by Marie Claire, the Wash-
ington Post, Runners World, and 
countless other international media 
outlets. Not all of the coverage was 
flattering, especially in Saudi Arabia. 
“Whenever you change the status 
quo, you’re going to be met with 
some people who are not happy 
with it,” said Attar. She said that run-
ning in Rio was an entirely different 
experience. “In London, it was a 

Sarah Attar in a self-portrait, running at Convict Lake.

see ATTAR, page 26
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Ephram and Odette Nehme living the dream in Mammoth. 

REAL ESTORIES with Jack Lunch

THE AMERICAN DREAM IS ALIVE
Ephram and Odette Nehme trade up to make room for the grandkids

If you speak to Ephram Nehme, 
who has been a second home-
owner in Mammoth Lakes for 

the past seven years, he would tell 
you the American Dream is alive 
and well … so long as a person ad-
heres by a few simple principles. 

“If you’re willing to come here 
[Ephram immigrated from the mid-
dle eastern country of Lebanon in 
1969], work hard, play by the rules 
and not complain … you’ll make it. 
You have to get educated, not have 
kids out of wedlock, go to college … 
the opportunity exists here, more 
than any place else in the world.”

“After forty-eight years here, I 
have nothing but gratitude.” 

Ephram and wife Odette are sell-
ing the Lodges home featured in 
the advertisement on the opposite 
page, a home they have greatly en-
joyed, but with the arrival of grand-
children, they are swapping it in for 
a larger home in John Hooper’s Gray 
Bear development. 

Initially, the couple bought the 
place (with ample encouragement 
from their two children) as a sec-
ond home for family, holidays and 
weekends. At the time, the family 
was into skiing—Ephram notes that 
Lebanon is the only middle eastern 
country where there is downhill 
skiing, a sport he learned as a child 
—and Odette and Ephram liked 
the proximity and convenience of 
Mammoth by both car and air. 

As Ephram says, Mammoth 
Mountain reminds him of the 
mountains in his native country. 

About the Lodges in particular, 
the couple both cited the location 
and views as what they loved best 
about it. “Ephram is an avid golfer,” 
said Odette, “and he could just walk 
right onto the course.” The home 
is also easy walking distance from 
Snowcreek Athletic Club, hiking 
trails and even Vons. There is a bus 
stop right at the corner for easy ski 
access. 

The couple met in New Jersey 
through mutual friends in the early 
‘70s. When asked about what drew 
her to her husband in the first place, 
Odette said, “I don’t know. It was 
so long ago. We were kids.” Then, “I 
just saw something in him.” 

They took a trip to California in 
1974. It was supposed to be a short 
vacation trip, but Ephram loved the 
climate. Less than a month after 
they returned to New Jersey, they 
moved back out to California for 
good. 

Ephram’s first job in California: 
He pumped gas at a service station 

while completing his graduate stud-
ies at Cal State Long Beach. 

He said his background is in ac-
counting, but that he always want-
ed to be in business for himself. He 
ultimately got into food (markets 
and produce) because “there’s al-
ways demand.” 

He started with a 1,500-square 
foot food stand in the San Fernando 
Valley back in 1992. The business, 
he said, took off like a house afire 
the day it opened. It was revolution-
ary and ahead of its time, offering 
a boutique market experience in 
contrast to the mega-supermarkets. 

The family now owns three Valley 
Marketplaces in the San Fernando 
Valley, Simi Valley and Valencia and 
employs approximately 270 people. 

Ephram’s business philosophy: 
“I’d rather make $10 from ten cus-
tomers than $10 from one custom-
er.” He believes in small margins, 
which translates into value for the 
customer, and high volume. 

Since his immigration here, Eph-
ram has helped bring more than 
100 people to the United States, 
including immediate family and 
extended family. His son works with 
him in the family business. 

How do they commute to Mam-
moth? Odette says they fly most of 
the time, as “we’re less interested 
in driving at this point.” LAX is a 

hassle, but “If there was a flight out 
of Burbank … “

The Sheet mentioned the new 
charter service to Mammoth this 
year out of Burbank airport, to 
which Odette said, “We’ll probably 
start doing that.” 

At the time of their first purchase 
in Mammoth, the couple was liv-
ing on the beach in Malibu, but, 
as Ephram said  succinctly, “the 
beach is nice, but the mountains 
are nicer.” 

The couple out for a jaunt on snowmobiles—owning a second home in Mammoth makes 
days like this possible. 
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see XMAS WISHES, page 17

Q:  It seems just a few years ago 
Mammoth was in bankruptcy 
court and now the local gov-

ernment appears to want to build a 
bunch of new facilities. How can they 
do that? And if they can what would 
be on your New Year’s wish list?? 

A: The Town of Mammoth Lakes did 
file for bankruptcy just a few short 
years ago but the process was never 
completed. Historically the Town 
has managed its money fairly well, at 
least for a government entity. But the 
pile of debt resulting from the Mam-
moth Airport farce and the subse-
quent settlement and liability was the 
driver for attempting the bankruptcy. 
Ultimately the Court called bullshit 
on the Town.  

Servicing this tremendous debt has 
magically become trivial thanks to 
some new taxes and aggressively pur-
suing the escaped bed taxes. This is 
Mammoth’s version of “pay-to-play.” 
Mammoth’s visitors are paying most 
of these new taxes but the local resi-
dents and second homeowners are 
paying a good chunk too. These new 
taxes and the boost in non-winter 

tourism has made the Town solvent 
with some surplus. 

The euphoria of having some 
surplus has triggered the desire to 
spend - simply human nature. Many 
of the current “leaders” seem to forget 
how the resort economy of Mam-
moth ebbs and flows. Or maybe they 
haven’t been around long enough or 
maybe they are becoming forgetful. I 
have lived through three long reces-
sions (and two serious droughts) 
in Mammoth. There are other local 
residents who have lived through 
more. Unless you are a trust funder, 
these recessions and droughts can 
profoundly influence your thought 
process.

But now the Town’s wish list is 
growing. The most immediate and se-
rious need was a new police station. 
The Town has truly needed a new 
facility for years; the only jail in Mono 
County is in Bridgeport. That station 
is now under construction (and we’ll 
see if they can come close to being on 
budget. So now the focus is turned 
to recreation, the airport and hous-
ing. If the leaders are smart and don’t 

CHRISTMAS WISHES ... OR SWIMMING WITH FISHES 
By Oster

become overzealous, there is plenty 
that can be accomplished - assuming 
tourism remains strong.

The ice rink/multi purpose facility 
(MUF) appears to be the top priority 
at this time. Nobody is really sure if 
it is the community’s highest prior-
ity. It just has the noisiest faction 
and the ear of the Town Council. The 
plan has morphed from; the ice rink 
needs a roof, to the ice rink needs to 
be on land owned by the Town, to the 
ice rink needs to be a multi-purpose 
facility to get community buy-in and 
justify the expense, to the ice rink 
needs to be an “Olympic facility,” and 
beyond. Beyond meaning beyond $10 
million. 

As the project and vision (and wet 
dreaming) grows so does the cost 
(initial and operating) and the need 
for more land and subsequently the 
need to include more special inter-
est groups to assure there is total 
support from the community. And 
maybe there could be some corporate 
sponsors. This facility is currently 
envisioned for Mammoth Creek Park 
West. The EIR is in process. But the 
plan may be changing.

Planning consultants believe the 
community could be better served 
by placing such a facility in a more 
central location in the middle of town 
off of Main St. Believe it or not there 
is a 24-acre undeveloped parcel of 
land right in the middle of town. It is 
commonly referred to as Shady Rest. 
It was zoned Affordable Housing 
back in the 1990’s. Over the decades 
it has been a favorite place for many 
local residents to walk their dogs 
(pre-dog poop law days), dump their 
old couches and do other nefarious 
things. It is affectionately nicknamed 
the “Diaper Forest.”

There was an early plan to con-
struct a series of “zero lot line” 
(duplex style) homes for “middle 
income” affordable housing and 
clusters of more apartment style 

buildings for lower income housing. 
Since that plan was conceived, the 
Town’s housing authority has built 
a considerable amount of deed-
restricted housing for both rental and 
ownership. The town could benefit 
from more. And this parcel is the land 
needed for that.

But the outside planning consul-
tants have influenced the Town to 
consider trying to place the ice rink/
MUF facility on the Shady Rest parcel 
as well as affordable housing. They 
see placing this facility as the impetus 
to a revitalization of the Main St. area 
which the community and Ski Area 
desire. But the Town does not own the 
Shady Rest parcel.  

The 24-acre parcel is large enough 
to conceivably support the ice rink/
MUF facility, some middle income 
homes and some lower income 
housing. It would take some good 
site planning and the once-proposed 
expansive green belt area would be 
eliminated (the out-of-area site plan-
ners always seem to miss the fact 
that we live in the middle of a giant 
green belt). The height requirements 
could be relaxed to allow taller and 
more dense low income housing. And 
the housing and ice rink/MUF can 
certainly share a large parking area. 
Public transportation is basically 
right there and could easily pull into 
the project site.

The Town has hired a consultant 
to pursue this potential opportunity 
and concept. But again the Town 
doesn’t own the Shady Rest parcel. 
And I hope-to-God the Town realizes 
what a great opportunity they have to 
make a deal. There are some textbook 
negotiating opportunities here. 

Even though this parcel sold for a 
large number in the midst of the past 
real estate heyday, the Affordable 
Housing zoning overlay diminishes 
the value of the land relative to other 
properties in Mammoth. The Town 
isn’t likely to change the zoning un-
less they have a compelling and ben-
eficial reason. And it would have to go 
though the public process. The land 
owner knows this. The Town simply 
controls the value.

The next negotiating opportunity is 
to understand that the owner paid a 
relatively small sum for the property. 
And they likely purchased it purely 
for investment purposes. I don’t rep-
resent the owner nor do I know them; 
this is simply the way it looks from 
some basic real estate sleuthing. So 
these two facts should make a win-
win negotiation more than possible. 
Maybe they all need to start channel-
ing The Art of the Deal.

Ultimately, centering the ice rink/
MUF (and substantial housing) close 
to Main Street and adjacent to the 
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XMAS WISHES
continued from page 16

Alaska Airlines has been 

able to establish new 

landing protocols for 

Mammoth Airport. This 

should improve reliability 

... and increase demand.

”

“

- Oster

commercial core of town does make 
sense. 

A wave of revitalization can occur by 
relaxing certain Town standards and 
encouraging new designs. This revi-
talization project is just thousands of 
baby steps. 

Meanwhile, other concepts from 
the Hart-Howerton visioning plan, 
likemoving the post office for example, 
would be ludicrous. The gas sta-
tions don’t have to move either. If the 
outdoor seating at 
Mammoth Brewing 
can be so wildly 
successful then we 
have learned that 
it doesn’t matter. 
This isn’t a “scape 
and build new” 
project. We aren’t 
building another 
Village.

This is about 
making it fun and 
authentic and with 
enhancing what we 
already have. And 
adding to it. Eldon 
Beck constantly re-
minded us that the 
visitors will seek 
the places where 
the local residents 
hang out. This mix is what makes it vi-
able. And if the Mammoth Tech Initia-
tive ever takes hold, this should be the 
epicenter.

Meanwhile, the Town has finally 
been given the pathway to work on 
a new (real) terminal at Mammoth 
Airport. The proposed facility will be 
designed to service three commercial 
aircraft at the same time. There is FAA 
grant money available for approxi-
mately 90% of the total cost. So the 
Town would be responsible for the bal-
ance. That is currently estimated to be 
in the ~$4 million range. We all know 
that Mammoth Mountain wants this 

project, so what-
ever MMSA wants, 
MMSA gets...

How the dollars 
will be derived is 
yet to be seen, but 
it will certainly 
come from the 
taxpayer. But the 
timing is now criti-
cal. Alaska Airlines 
has been able 
to establish new 
landing protocols 
for  Mammoth Air-
port. This should 
improve the reli-
ability of the flights 
by a great margin. 
This will certainly 
increase demand.

The immediate need for a park-
ing solution in the Village that arose 
this last summer has basically been 
resolved for now because the private 
parking lot has reopened. The Town 

For the first time ever, experience the comfort of a memory foam mattress, in your ski boots!  

Using Surefoot’s proprietary injection process we will mold a ski boot to your foot like you have 

never experienced before.  Combine that with our computer-fit insole and get ready for the best 

skiing of your life.  Whether it’s your first time on the slopes or you are a seasoned expert, Sure-

foot has the perfect boot for you and your ability. We carry all the top brands including our 

legendary Surefoot Custom Boot.  So come in and discover the Surefoot difference today. 

SKIER: Russ Shay, Co-Owner, Surefoot
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did reconfigure parking, sidewalks 
and a shuttle stop along Minaret Road 
this summer. That turned out nice but 
the regular visitors will be confused 
because the old entrance to the private 
lot is now gone. Should be interesting 
to see them try to find it in a snow-
storm.

From there the wish list is mostly a 
wish list. A public indoor pool would 
be great, but not realistic. Mammoth 
just needs to focus on what is right in 
front of us. We hope the Ski Area will 
perform on its promise to immediately 
make key capital improvements. 

We can keep improving our trails, 

both paved and dirt. The visitors love 
them. We can keep improving our 
public transportation. We can keep 
supporting all the great summer 
events that have turned summer into a 
massive success. And hopefully we can 
keep paying our bills. 

Happy New Year!

Paul Oster is the Broker/Owner of RE/
MAX of Mammoth. For other timely 
real estate information you can go to 
www.MammothRealEstateBlog.com. 
For legal, accounting, or construction 
advice, please seek out the appropriate 
professional.
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A VERY HANDY CHRISTMAS

Anna and Darin Willey

Photos by Gayla Wolf

Find big fun exploring more than 100 miles 
of trails through the scenic High Sierra on a 
guided or self-guided excursion.

SMILES
FOR MILES

MAMMOTH SNOWMOBILE ADVENTURES
LOCATED ACROSS FROM MAIN LODGE

McKayla and Courtney serve up some treats April, Olivia and The Grinch, all smiles. 

The City of Bishop Chamber of Commerce 
hosted its mixer at High Country Lumber 
on Thursday, December 15. Photos, from 
below left: Scott Piercey and Randy Blair 
show off a Santa Claus; The Carillo family 
all smile for a shot; All Dr. Rich Nicholson 
wants for Christmas is a saw. 
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EVANNE HAYS 
JARDINE 1940-2016

Evanne Jardine 

On December 10, Evanne Jar-
dine, beloved wife, mother and 
grandmother, ended her two 

year long fight with pancreatic cancer 
at her home in Bishop. She will always 
be our champ, now at rest and con-
tent with her life and achievements, 
centered in her indomitable spirit and 
held in the steadfast love and joyful 
memories of family, friends and col-
leagues.

From 1966-1995, Evanne taught 
English composition and literature 
at Santa Barbara City College, with 
an emphasis on American literature. 
After retiring with her husband John 
Cunningham to Mammoth Lakes, she 
continued writing poetry and fiction 
as she always had, participating in two 
writing groups. She returned to her 
earlier practice of art, joining plein air 
classes and groups, her work frequent-
ly exhibited in Bishop and Mammoth. 
Her book of recent poems and water-
colors, chiefly of the Sierra, Learning 
to Weave, was published in October, 
2016 and is available through Bishop 
Art Supply and Spellbinder Books in 
Bishop. It is also available at http://
stores.bishopartsupply.com/

Evanne, an avid hiker and skier, also 
taught courses in the history of the 
Eastern Sierra. With grace and humor, 
she demonstrated strength of charac-
ter, a lifelong love of learning, appre-
ciation of beauty, and spirit of adven-

ture. She and John traveled the world 
and, with their dog Sophie, camped all 
over the West and Mexico.

Evanne is survived by her ever-lov-
ing husband John, her son Sean, step-
children Barbara and Michael, and 
grandchildren Eamonn, Kyle, Brian, 
Henry and Clara, as well as her sister 
Debbie and her brother John Edward, 
known as Jed.

“We let go, but we never lose sight...
all light is beautiful.”

Memorial service to be announced 
later.

IT’S A GNARLY LIFE
By Bodine

Native Californian, surfer, skier, 
father and brother, Blair Stod-
dard died at his home in Mam-

moth Lakes on December 9. Born to 
Wilcox and Adair Stoddard on January 
7, 1959 in Southern California, he was 
father to Nicole, Roger and Rose and 
his dog, Sage. He was 57.

Services were held on December 
16 in Bishop. The family has tentative 
plans to hold a celebration of life in 
Mammoth next summer, but no date 
has been set.

Nicole said her father loved people, 
and majored in Sociology at UCLA. 
“No matter where we went, he always 
made a friend.” She added that this is 
one of her fondest memories of him.

He held many different jobs, like 
most Mammoth locals, but considered 
his time with ski patrol and as a ski 
instructor for Mammoth Mountain the 
most rewarding. He was doing what 
he loved, skiing and being outdoors, 
combined with helping or teaching. 
Nicole said she was very proud of him 
when he worked at the mountain, his 
last employer before his death. 

A handyman, Nicole said he was 
happy spending his time off tinkering, 
building and creating. He had been 
working on a 1997 Chevy Tahoe, fixing 
and rebuilding everything himself.

Blair was the consummate Califor-
nian; words like “gnarly” were pep-
pered into every sentence. He loved 
the Beach Boys and would sing to Ni-
cole, inserting her name in the lyrics. 
Those Beach Boys albums were near 
and dear to his heart, as was Nicole.

Blair and Nicole’s mother Zoila Rose, 
never married and broke up soon after 
Nicole was born, but he stayed very 
close. Nicole’s childhood weekends 
were spent hiking around Point Dume 
near Malibu or riding and running 
from Venice to Santa Monica Pier and 
back. “I’ve made that trip more than 
300 times.” She rode her bike while 
Blair rollerbladed.

Going to the gym and being active 
outdoors was also a part of who he 
was.

Rose’s two other children, Roger 
Rose and Sandy Estavil, treated Blair 
like their father, and he became close 

Blair Stoddard, 1959-2016

to them both. He walked Sandy down 
the aisle on her wedding day.

Blair is survived by his children as 
well as his older brother Todd Stod-
dard of Mammoth Lakes and younger 
brother Drew Stoddard of Prescott, 
Arizona. 

The family is asking that in lieu of 
flowers, donations be made in his 
name to Disabled Sports Eastern Sierra 
at disabledsportseasternsierra.org or 
to iCARE, ICARE Inyo/Mono County 
Animal Resources & Education. 
P.O. Box 76. Bishop, CA 93515. Call 
760.872.3802 or email ICAREforPets@
gmail.com.

Blair Stoddard and dog, Sage.

Nicole Blair Schorn with her dad, Blair 
Stoddard at her wedding in May. 
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OWEN, AGE 6

DEAR SANTA...
Dear St. Nick,

Is Rudolph’s nose still shining? I 
hope it is ok. I’ve tried my best to be 
good. I want a baby doll set with a 
baby doll and a bed, and a stroller, 
thank you. Oh, and some jammies 
and some clothes. I love you so much. 
Oh, and I need more money for my 
mom. 

Love,
Paige, age 6 

Dear Santa, 

How is Rudolph? I hope he is doing 
good, and if he is doing good, tell him 

By Judy Burgenbauch’s Mammoth Elementary first grade class
that I said hi. I do think that I have 
been good. I want a guitar that is blue, 
please. And for my family, that they 
get food. 

Love,
Alyza, age 6. 

Dear Santa,

Thank you for the presents. I 
wonder how you make food in the 
North Pole? I have been very good this 
year. I would like a mermaid. I would 
like a Christmas dress for my mom. 

Love,
Cora, age 6
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OWEN, AGE 6
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Believe it or not, this shot was taken before Mammoth Town Council voted to spend $10 
million plus on an ice rink. “Gremlins show up,” said Mayor Shields Richardson on 
Wednesday, December 21 when discussing the plan to push forward with the Multi-
Use Facility at Mammoth Creek Park West (see story, p. 8) despite its high price tag 
and unattainable opening date of October 31, 2017. “It’s a very aggressive [goal] to try 
and get the ice done by next year,” said Richardson.
“Let somebody else create the gremlins,” said Council Member Bill Sauser. 

DON’T GET ‘EM WET, 
AND NEVER, EVER FEED 

‘EM AFTER MIDNIGHT
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BUSINESS
By Lunch
Dr. Mary Bassler sets up private practice in Mammoth 
A NEW BASS-LER OUTLET

Sometimes, one just has to take the 
initiative. 

Instead of relying on the gov-
ernment or an insurance company 
to tell you which doctor you can or 
cannot see, Dr. Mary Bassler, who has 
been practicing family medicine in 
Mammoth since 2003, says you can 
simply decide to see her … and cut out 
a lot of red tape in the process. 

Bassler recently opened a private 
practice in the Century 21 building on 
Old Mammoth Road. 

When you walk in, you won’t see a 
secretary. You’ll see … Mary Bassler. 
You won’t be checked in by an office 
assistant. You’ll be checked in by … 
Mary Bassler. When the doctor asks 
you a question, it will be … Mary 
Bassler. When you come back for your 
next visit, it’ll be … 

You get the picture. 
As Mary explains, her practice will be 

limited to a few hundred patients. Her 
husband serves as her I.T. expert and 
de facto “agent.” 

“I’m her manager, and she’s my Be-
yonce,” he says with a grin. 

Bassler, who is married to erstwhile 
manager and ER physician Steve 

Dr. Mary Bassler.

Swisher, is also the sister of Dr. David 
Bassler (there seems to be a running 
theme here). It was her brother, in 
fact, who informed Mary and Steve of 
serendipitous openings at Mammoth 
Hospital for both an ER and family 
physician in 2003. 

At the time, the couple was living in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan. Steve had spent 
the six previous years working at a 
trauma center in nearby Flint. It was a 
highly stressful job, and he was ready 
for a change. 

The couple has been here ever since. 
They have two children, Anna (7) and 
Jack (10). 

Bassler and Swisher met in medical 
school in St. Louis. As Mary recalls, the 
chaplain’s office offered free coffee, so 
she was sitting outside in the hallway 
when she saw Swisher walking past in 
Birkenstocks. No one wore Birks in St. 
Louis. She figured he must be a fellow 
Californian (she attended college at 
UC Davis). 

Nope, Swisher was from Seattle. But 
it turned out to be a rather impactful 
conversation starter. 

While Mary has remained on the 
Mammoth Hospital roster, she left full-

time employment in February, 2015 
and has been on sabbatical since—if 
you can call competing in two iron-
man triathlons during that time a 
sabbatical. 

So this is how her practice works. 
To reduce overhead, Bassler does not 
bill insurance for office visits. Rather, 
patients pay by cash, charge or check 
for their visits and then Bassler gives 
them a receipt which they can submit 
to insurance themselves. 

Most office visits cost a flat $200. 
New patient visits cost $200 and last 
about an hour, so Dr. Bassler can get 
to know you. As she says, the ideal 
patient is one whom she says over 
time to establish a relationship and a 
knowledge base. 

In some respects, noted Swisher, 
his wife is a lot more economical than 
typical healthcare just because … say 
you’ve got four things to look at. Mary 
can address everything in one visit. 
Through the Hospital, maybe you 
could address one or two things per 
visit. It’s more efficient. 

Bassler has opted out of Medicare 
but the only thing not reimbursed 

would be the office visit and her time. 
Most of the labs or radiology are done 
at Mammoth Hospital for Mammoth-
based patients or NIH for Swall and 
Bishop-based patients. 

The biggest reason for the change 
and transition to private practice: 
Bassler loves practicing medicine. But 
it’s too stressful within the hospital 
environment, both in terms of sched-
ule and number of patients seen, for 
what she wants to do at this point in 
her career. 

With her own practice, “I can see pa-
tients when I want, and I can be more 
responsive. If someone wants to see 
me right away, I can see them at 8 a.m. 
on a Sunday. And I don’t have to call 
an employee to open the place for me. 
The other day, I had a patient who left 
a message at 5 a.m. and said he felt he 
needed to see me. I called him back at 
7 and we met at my office a half-hour 
later.” 

For more information on Mary’s 
practice, you can find her online at 
www.marybasslermd.com or call 
760.914.1261 (she answers her own 
phone, too). 
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Help Wanted Help Wanted

Sierra Employment Services, Inc is 
hiring for the following positions

Appliance Tech-B $DOE
Counter Sales-M $13-$15/hr

Customer Service Rep-M $11/hr
Sandwich Maker-M $11-$12/hr

General Laborers -B,M $13-$18/hr
Housekeepers B,M $13-$18/hr

Spa Maintenance-M $DOE

Call 760.924.0523 or 760.873.8599
 

See our full job list online 
www.SierraEmployment.com

Full Time  and Part Time Baker for 
Hire at Stellar Brew. On the job training is 
provided, but you must have some knowl-
edge of baking, no professional experi-
ence is necessary. Competitive pay,fun 
atmosphere, flexible hours! Please email 
us at stellarbrew@gmail.com or drop a 
resume off at  Stellar Brew on Main Street.

Housekeepers  ($11)
Cooks
Dishwashers
Maintenance Worker

Please complete an application at 
164 Old Mammoth Rd.
or e-mail pl@thelandingtahoe.com

Help Wanted

Hotel seeking front desk agent/night 
audit position Must be available to work 
graveyard shifts. 16-32 hours per week. 
Perfect if you already have a part time job 
and are looking to pick up extra shifts. 
Must be able to work most weekends & 
holidays. Hospitality experience is a plus 
but not required.Starting hourly ranges 
based on experience. Please deliver re-
sume in person or pick up application at 
Sierra Lodge located at 3540 Main Street 
or send to info@sierralodge.com

Law office in Mammoth Lakes seeking 
part-time secretary.  Job responsibilities 
include typing, answering phones, filing 
and other secretarial duties.  Legal experi-
ence not required.  Call 760-934-4529 or 
email resume to tbsanford@earthlink.net.  
Pay depending on experience.

Great family home in June Lake. Quiet, 
amazing views. 2 BDR, 2 BA, Loft. Dog 
run. Pellet stove. Close to June Mountain 
for skiing. Easy access to lakes, streams 
and hiking. Pet deposit. $2,100/month. 
Address: 130 Nevada Street. Call Pat @ 
760.709.2119. 

Three Light and Bright, beautifully fur-
nished 1 BDR units available for rent from 
now until Dec. 15th. Upper units, very 
modern, custom lounge sofa, stainless 
steel appliances.Dishwasher, microwave, 
oven, etc. DirecTV, fast wifi and all other 
utilities included in the rent. Absolutely 
N/S and N/P.  $1,400 per unit. Will con-
sider any time frame within this period. 
Contact Nate Hunter 310.748.4506, or 
nate@cityloancorp.com. 

2 BDR/1.5 BA apt. for rent. $1,800/mo. 
Newly remodeled. Rent includes water, 
cable/internet. W/D, Pets ok. FAU, unfur-
nished. Near the Village. Contact Michele 
Hansen for owner’s info.760.934.1842.

3BDR, 2 BA Single family home. 2 car 
garage. Washer, dryer, gas heat, electric 
pellet stove. Great views. SV Sites next to 
Obsidian. 2000/Mo. 6-month lease. Call 
Eric @ 760.420.4005. 

For Rent
Kittredge Sports is hiring seasonal em-
ployees for the this winter.  We are looking 
for Warm, Friendly, Reliable winter sports 
enthusiasts.  Join a fun team of people to 
work with and get the most out of your 
winter.  Day & Evening shifts available 
with flexible hours.

Positions available: Rental Manager, 
Rental Techs, Hard good Techs, Cashier, 
Retail Sales. 

Stop by the store to pick up an applica-
tion or send Resume to tl@kittredge.net to 
schedule an interview

Vons is now Accepting On line applica-
tions for employment. Competitive wages 
and benefits. If you enjoy working with the 
public then come join us. 

Accountant or full charge bookkeeper 
needed for growing practice. Competi-
tive pay, medical insurance, 401(k), profit 
sharing, flex time.  Send resume via email 
to butnerhoa@gmail.com or Fax resume to 
760.934.5336. 

Work With The Best. Footloose Sports, 
nationally recognized as a top 60 retailer, 
is hiring for the upcoming season. We are 
seeking a staff who work as hard as they 
play. We’re looking for responsible individu
als, passionate about winter sports, and 
motivated to provide the best in customer 
service. We have full and part-time posi-
tions open in our sales, rental and ski 
repair departments. We are offering great 
pay DOE, discounts and flexible hours, in 
progressive work enviroment. Call us at 
760.934.2400. Go to our website at www.
footloosesports.com or e-mail your re-
sume to footloose@footloosesports.com to 
schedule an interview.

Part Time Year Round Maintenance La-
borer Needed For Condominium Com-
plex.You may complete an application 
at 2289 Sierra Nevada Road or email you 
resume to mtshadows@npgcable.com; or 
call 760.934.4993 for more information.

Full time hospitality position. Seek-
ing responsible, outgoing hospitality/
reservation agent for local management 
company. Excellent phone/customer ser-
vice skills required. Previous reservation 
experience preferred. Flexible 32-40 hours 
per week starting immediately. $12-14/
hr DOE. Please email resume to cindy@
mammothsierraonline.com

Mammoth Rock & Bowl/Mammoth 
Rock Brasserie has the following posi-
tions available. Food and Beverage Floor 
Supervisor, Server, Bartender, Bras-
serie Hostess. Contact Kevin O’Connell 

GREAT BASIN UNIFIED
AIR POLLUTION CONTROL
DISTRICT
Position Announcement
AIR MONITORING
 TECHNICIAN I or II
Bishop location, full time with benefits.  
One Position.  Salary Range $4,224-
$5,135/month (Tech I) or $4,856-$5,902/
month (Tech II), DOQ.
For more information and job application 
instructions, please call (760)872-8211 or 
visit: www.gbuapcd.org/employment.
Application and materials for this posi-
tion should be submitted to Great Basin 
Unified Air Pollution Control District, 
157 Short Street, Bishop CA 93514, Attn: 
Human Resources.  Required applica-
tion materials are due no later than 5 pm, 
January 6, 2017 (postmarks not accepted).

Gomez’s Restaurant & Tequileria is look-
ing for experienced, happy people to join 
the team for winter season and beyond. 
Applications can be found at www.
gomezs.com.  Please email along with 
resume to info@gomezs.com
Or drop by the restaurant in the Village. 
Line Cooks, Prep Cooks, Dish and all 
other positions needed.
Shilo Inn is currently looking for Front 
desk, Housekeeping, and night auditor 
positions,wages vary, stop by for an ap-
plication.

The Town of Mammoth Lakes is seek-
ing bids and proposals from qualified 
individuals or firms who can assist with 
the development of a logo and brand 
image to be used on print collateral and 
digital media, related to its efforts regard-
ing broadband recognition and outreach. 
The logo and brand we are seeking to 
have created should incorporate the 
concepts of connectivity, recreation, 
technology, and our beautiful natural 
surroundings here in the Eastern Sierra.  
For more information, please visit http://
www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov/
DocumentCenter/View/6348.

PERSONALS

The Town of Mammoth Lakes is looking 
for a Temporary Snow Removal Operator. 
Full-time hours for the winter season, 
Class B required. Visit www.townofmam-
mothlakes.ca.gov for more information.

Death on Dragon’s Back

At approximately 3:50pm on Decem-
ber 17, Mammoth Mountain Ski Patrol 
encountered a snowboarder sub-
merged in deep snow in the Dragon’s 
Back area. The guest was unresponsive 
and not breathing. CPR and advanced 
life support were administered im-
mediately, and the guest was quickly 
transported to the care of paramedics. 
The patient, a 26 year-old male from 
Chatsworth, California, was cared for 
at Mammoth Hospital and then flown 
to Renown Medical Center in Reno, 
where he later passed away. Mammoth 
Mountain Ski Area extends our deepest 
condolences to his family and friends.

SAR awards dinner

Mono County Sheriff Search and 
Rescue recently held their Annual 
Awards Dinner. Four members were 
honored for their individual excellence 
and public service. Barbara Barnum 
was awarded the 2016 Pete Schoerner 
Rescue Member of the Year Award. 
Viren Perumal was awarded the 2016 
Rick Mosher Candidate Member of the 
Year Award. Dan Corning was awarded 
for ten years of volunteer service with 
Mono County Sheriff Search and 
Rescue. Don Deck was recognized for 
putting together the history of Mono 
County Sheriff Search and Rescue 
through his role as Webmaster, record 
keeper, and historian. Barnum, Perum-
al, and Corning each received a wood 
plaque and Deck was given a copy of 
the recently published history book. 

Say no to “Fatbergs”

The Mammoth Community Water 
District is asking all of its customers 
to help keep the community safe from 
sewer backups by keeping fats, oil and 
grease (FOG) from entering drains. 
Solid grease builds up on the inside 
of sewer lines, which attracts other 
debris and eventually causes block-
ages. Known as “Fatbergs”, these large 
masses of solid waste consist primarily 
of congealed fat. “The District is work-
ing to implement a FOG Control Pro-
gram which seeks to reduce the FOG 
entering the sewer system...” says Betty 
Hylton, MCWD Project Specialist, “but 
the impact from residential homes can 
be substantial, especially during the 
holidays when customers are prepar-
ing large meals and holiday treats.”

In addition to FOG concerns, flush-
able wipes should NOT be flushed 
down the toilet. These disposable 
wipes do not disintegrate. 

Following the Best Management 
Practices below:

• Never pour grease down the drain!
• Scrape food from dishes into the 

trash prior to rinsing.
• Remove oil and grease from cooled 

dishes, pans, fryer and griddles by 
scraping or wiping off excess oil and 
grease.

•Minimize or stop use of garbage 
disposals.

Mammoth Spa Creations is looking for 
additional members for it's team. These 
are Full Time, Year Round positions.
We have immediate openings for a Spa 
Maintenance position and an Office/Sales 
Associate position. These positions also 
offer vacation accrual, benefits and paid 
holidays. Experience is preferred, but not
required. Heavy lifting and a clean DMV is 
required. Please call 760-924-3091 or stop 
by the store located at 1401 Tavern Rd. 
Mammoth Lakes for more information 
and to pick up an application.

The Great Basin Unified Air Pollution 
Control District has two opening on its 
Hearing Board. Hearing Board members 
are appointed by the District Governing 
Board to three-year terms. The Hearing 
Board meets as needed throughout the 
year depending on requests for variances 
received by the District (average 4 meet-
ings per year). Each Board member is 
paid $100 plus mileage for each meeting 
they attend. Educational courses are also 
available to Board members to better 
familiarize them with the responsibili-
ties of the Hearing Board. Experience is 
not necessary. If you wish to serve your 
community and be an active participant 
in protecting the health and environment 
of the counties of Inyo, Mono and Alpine, 
please submit a typed Letter of Interest to 
Tori DeHaven, Clerk of the Board at 157 
Short Street, Bishop, California 93514.

LOCAL 
BRIEFS

By Press Release

I hope to see you... on Christmas Eve. 
If you’ll be my heat miser, I’ll be your 101 
(proof). 

I just watched... a year without a Santa 
Claus. It was a Christmas tale about Dy-
namic Pricing of the North Pole. 

I saw you... stole all the toys from Who-
ville. Maybe that’s why all the Pop-the-Pig 
games are sold out locally. 
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Happy Hour/
Outlaw Saloon. 4-7 p.m. daily and all 
night on Mondays.
Roberto’s 4-6 p.m. Mon.-Thurs.
Austria Hof. 4-7 p.m. Sun.-Thurs.
Fri.-Sat. 4-6 p.m.
Whitebark Restaurant Bar & Lounge 
Unwind with daily drink and food 
specials 4-6 p.m. Half price sushi 
Mondays. 
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour 4:30-7 
p.m. daily and all day Sunday. $5 
dollar menu items, drink specials. 
Petra’s Bistro, Happy Hour from 
5-6 p.m. $22 salad, pasta bolognese, 
and glass of wine. Wine, cocktail and 
appetizer specials. 
Happy Hour @ Sushi Rei. 5-6 p.m. 
daily. Half off apps and $5 hand roll 
+small sake . Sundays are all-night 
happy hour. 
Happy Hour @ The Bistro at 
Snowcreek, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Mon.-Sat.
Mammoth Tavern Happy Hour 
Tuesday-Sunday 3:30-5 p.m. Closed 
Mondays.
Smokeyard weekend Happy Hour 
4-6 p.m. in the bar only.
Side Door Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m. 
Fridays: Half off Moscow and 
Kentuky Mules. Saturday and Sunday: 
Bottomless mimosas 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Mammoth’s famous Slocums Happy 
Hour 4-6 p.m. 
Giovanni’s Happy Hour, daily 4-6 
p.m. Large pizza and a pitcher of beer 
gets you free wings.
Lakanuki Happy Hour daily 4:30-
10:30 p.m., $4 margaritas, Mai Tais 
and food discounts. Sunday Club 
Nights with DJ Night Audit. Happy 
Hour drink specials 10 p.m.- close.
The Monkey Bar Restaurant hosts 
their Happy Hour from 3-6 p.m. and 
10-12 p.m. every day. Food & drink 
specials including a $5 Mai-Tai.  

December 23-25/
Bandwagon @ 53 Kitchen & Cocktails. 
8-11 p.m. 

Saturday, December 24/
Ugly Sweater Party @ Outlaw Saloon. 
Specials, NFL games. See ad, p. 21.  

Sunday, December 25/
A Cajun Christmas at June Lake 
Brewing Co. and Ohanas395. 
Crawdads, alligator, crabby patties 
and it’ll all be wrapped in old copies 
of The Sheet. 12 p.m.-3 p.m. only. 
Bowling ‘n Beats @ Mammoth Rock ‘n 
Bowl. Theme: ‘50s Greasers vs. Socks. 
8 p.m. $3 cosmic bowling w/costume. 
DJ Chronfucius spins. 

Monday, December 26/
Open Mic night at Black Doubt 
Brewing Co. Begins 6 p.m. 
DJ Rodney O spins at Lakanuki all 
week beginning 10 p.m.  

December 28-30/
Grammy-nominated artist Shari 
Puorto Band at Liberty Sports Bar & 
Grill. 9 p.m. both nights. 21 and over. 
See ad, p. 19. 

December 30-31/
WLDCT @ 53 Kitchen & Cocktails, 
8-11 p.m. 

January 4/
Bowling ‘n Beats @ Mammoth Rock 
‘n Bowl. Locals New Year. Theme: 
Groundhig Day, Bill Murray Tribute. 

December 23-31/
Winter Art Festival in the Minaret 
Mall presented by Mono Arts Council. 
Festival runs each day from 11 a.m.-6 
p.m. and will be closed Dec. 25 and 
26. 

Friday, December 23/
Holiday Festivities in the Minaret 
Mall including photos with Santa, 
Honors String Students performing, 
ornament decorating, mulled wine 
and hot cocoa. Sponsored by the 
Mono Arts Council. 3-6 p.m. More 
info: www.monoarts.org.
Electric Tubing, session 1. Night 
tubing, DJ, food & drink specials, glow 
party favors for everyone. Woolly’s 
Tube Park on Minaret Rd. 6-8 p.m. $39 
adults 12+ $34 kids 12 and under. Call 
1.800.MAMMOTH to book. 
Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre 
presents: The Fantasticks. 7 p.m. at 
100 College Parkway, Mammoth. Tix: 
$20/$18/$10 online, $22 at the door, 
no discounts. 
First-timers Skate Assist lessons at 
the Mammoth Ice Rink. 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
Visit www.mammothicerink.com for 
prices, schedules and session times. 
See ad, p. 18.

Saturday,  December 24/
December Fresh Tracks & Breakfast 
@ MMSA. Fresh tracks ticket is $30 
and includes early access to lifts and 
buffet breakfast at McCoy station. 
Lift ticket not included. Advance 
purchase recommended. Not an 
early-ups event. Ticket office at Main 
Lodge opens at 6:30 a.m. Main Lodge 
gondola opens at 7 a.m. Visit www.
mammothmountain.com for more 
info. 
Woolly’s Saturday Parade at The 
Village. Music, fun and face painting 
begins @ 3:45 p.m. 
Christmas Worship Service with 
Mammoth Christian Fellowship. 6:30 
at Mammoth Middle School gym. See 
ad, p. 10. 
Candle Lighting Ceremony 
sponsored by the Eastern Sierra 
Jewish Community. Candle lighting at 
the Village at 6 p.m. Chanukah party 
at Mammoth Rock ‘n Bowl @ 6:30 p.m. 
See ad, p. 4.  

Monday, December 26/
Bishop City Council Meeting @ City 
Hall. 6 p.m. Questions: 760.873.5863.

Tuesday, December 27/
Unbound Series: Rail Jam @ 
MMSA. 7:30-8:30 a.m. Visit www.
mammothmountain.com for more 
info. 

December 28-29/
Unbound Series: Halfpipe #1 and #2. 
7:30 a.m.-3 p.m. both days. Visit www.
mammothmountain.com for info. 

Tuesday, December 27/
Toddler Time @ the Mammoth Lakes 
Community Center with Angela and 
Victoria, 9:30-11 a.m. 
Pilates/Yoga program at the 
Mammoth Lakes Community Center 
at 6:30 p.m. 

December 28-30/
New Year’s celebrations in the Village 
at Mammoth. Roaming A Capella 
troupe, silent DJ jam, stilt circus, 
fireworks, fun for the whole family.. 
More info: See ad, p. 3.  

 

Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

IT’S THE MOST WONDERFUL 
TIME...TO DRINK BEER.

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

• Chicken & Beef Teriyaki
• Tempura • Tonkatsu • Sukiyaki
• Calamari • Sushi
• Full Service Cocktail Bar
   & Lounge

760-872-4801
Open at 5 p.m.

635 N. Main St. 
Bishop

25 years of experience

         japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar

BUY AN AD NOW
Your ad here makes you $$$ 
        Know why?
        People read...

Call June 937.3967
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“The Fantasticks” at Edison 

Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre 
(MLRT) and Artistic Director Shira 
Dubrovner announce the opening of 
“The Fantasticks,” the fun, charming, 
timely and longest running musical 
about love, loss, adventure, growing 
up, and vegetables.  “Yes! Vegetables!,” 
said Dubrovner. “Come to the Edison 
Theatre December 15-30 to answer 
that question for yourself.”

Dubrovner’s production takes a 
unique spin on the production with 
a new opening written by Phil Olson 
(L.A.-based published playwright) 
and Dubrovner that places the entire 
production 1,000 years into a rather 
bleak future. 

Tickets are available at www.
mammothlakesrepertorytheatre.org 
and are $20 for general admission, 
$18 for seniors and students, and 
$22 at the door (sorry, no discounts). 
This production is suitable for 
children ages 10 and above. Schedule: 
December 16-30, Friday-Saturday @ 7 
p.m. and Sundays at 4 p.m. The play 
will not run December 24 & 25. 

Gray Line ends, Trolley to expand

The Gray Line service ended 
Saturday, December 17, 2016. Service 
to most of the stops along the 
current Gray Line route will continue 
to be provided by either the Red 
Line, Green Line, or Purple Line. In 
conjunction with this change, the 
Trolley route has been expanded to 
provide service to the stops along 
Meridian up to and including Juniper 
Springs Resort until at least midnight, 
seven nights per week. For more 
information, check ESTA’s website 
at www.estransit.com, or phone 
760.924.3184.

Effective December 14, the Night 
Trolley route expanded to include 
service along Meridian Boulevard 
between Old Mammoth Road and 
Juniper Springs Resort. The expanded 
service will operate on a 20-minute 
frequency to the new Meridian 
Boulevard service area until midnight 
Sunday through Thursday, and 
until 2:00 a.m. Friday and Saturday 
nights. Check ESTA’s website at www.
estransit.com or call 760.924.3184 for 
more information. Real-time arrival 
information for all of ESTA’s routes 
is available with the Swiftly app 
available from the Apple App Store, 
and Google Play.

Parking restrictions in effect

The Mammoth Lakes Police 
Department is reminding citizens 
that there is no street parking from 
November 1 through April 30.Vehicles 
found parked in violation of these 
ordinances are subject to receiving 
a parking citation and/or in some 
cases, vehicles may be impounded at 
the owner’s expense. 

Connect Mammoth Lakes

Just as a friendly reminder, www.
ConnectMammothLakes.com is the 
Town’s website for feedback on the 
“downtown” revisioning process. 

TOWN STUFF UPCOMING 
Wednesday, December 28/
A Very Merry Chixmas with Stacey 
Cook. Join three-time Olympian and 
Mammoth Team athlete for a holiday 
ski (or ride) experience! Ladies only. 
Two sessions, $149 ea. Call 1.800.
MAMMOTH for info or to purchase 
tickets. 
City of Bishop Planning Commission 
meets 7 p.m. in Council chambers, 
377 W. Line St.

December 29-30/
The Fantasticks final weekend. 7 p.m. 
both nights at the Edison Theatre, 100 
College Parkway in Mammoth.

Thursday, December 29/
City of Bishop Parks & Rec 
Commission meets, 5:15 p.m. in 
Council chambers, 377 W. Line St. 
Mammoth Peapod @ Mammoth Lakes 
Community Center. 1000 Forest Trail. 
10-11 a.m. 

Friday, December 30/
Electric Tubing Session 2 @ Woolly’s 
Tube Park. Night tubing, DJ, and 
more. 6-8 p.m. $39 adults 12+ $34 kids 
12 and under. Call 1.800.MAMMOTH 
to book. 
Highly Sensitive Person (HSP) 
support group at the Sierra Wellness 
Center in Mammoth, 2:30-4 p.m. Take 
the test at http://hsperson.com/test/
highly-sensitive-test/.

Sunday, January 1/
Fishing season opens at Topaz Lake. 
From January to mid-April, catch a 
tagged fish for instant cash and free 
slot play. 775.266.3338. 
Death Valley bird count, meet at 
Furnace Creek Ranch Picnic Area in 
Death Valley at 9 a.m. Runs until 12 
p.m. Bring a water bottle and a hat. 
Birders of all abilities welcome.

AT THE MOVIES

Minaret Cinemas                    

Rogue One: A Star Wars Story (PG-13): A Rogue band of resistance fighters 
conspire to steal the Death Star and bring new hope to the galaxy. 

Sing (PG): Animated musical comedy film starring the voices of Matthew 
McConaughey, Reese Witherspoon, Seth MacFarlane and Scarlett Johansson. 
From the creators of Despicable Me. 

CALENDAR PAGES SPONSORED BY:

Monday, January 2/
Owens Valley Radio Observatory 
Tour. Tours start at 1 p.m. and last 
about an hour and start outside 
building #8. Contact Dr. Mark Hodges 
at 760.938.2075.
Mammoth Lakes Housing board 
meets, 6:00 p.m. at MLH, 587 Old 
Mammoth Rd. #5. 

Tuesday, January 3/
Disc golf meeting at 4 p.m. in the 
Mammoth Lakes Tourism conference 
room next to the USFS Welcome 
Center. Info: jimmarcotte2012@
yahoo.com. 

Tuesday, January 3 (cont.)/
Mono County Board of Supervisors 
meets (and swears in John Peters 
and Bob Gardner). 9 a.m. Bridgeport 
Courthouse. 
Overeaters Anonymous @ the Sierra 
Wellness Center. 5:30-6:30 p.m. Call 
760.934.6588 for more info. 

Wednesday, January 4/
Mammoth Lakes Tourism board 
meets, 1:00 p.m. in Suite Z. 
Mammoth Lakes Town Council 
meets. 6 p.m. Suite Z. Minaret Mall. 

Saturday, January 7/
Deadline to submit comments 
online about the multi-modal bicycle, 
pedestrian, transit and parking action 
plan, and “downtown.” See sidebar, 
this page. 
Sage to Summit and Inyo County 
Search and Rescue Winter Race 
Series 5k. 9 a.m. Millpond Park in 
Bishop. Fundraiser for Inyo SAR. 
Registration: $10, begins at 8 a.m. 
morning of race. 

New Year’s Ideas 

Ring in the New Year with family 
festivities overlooking The Village 
Plaza. Live music and the fireworks 
spectacular at 9 pm. Deck access also 
includes Woolly visits, complimentary 
face painting and activities, New 
Year’s party favors, a gourmet hot 
cocoa bar, holiday snacks and 
an adult beverage cash bar. Call 
800.MAMMOTH or go to www.
mammothmountain.com for tickets 
and details. 

New Year’s Eve @ Canyon Lodge. 
Franki Chan, Warm Brew, DJ Science 
and DJ Onezie. Doors @ 9 p.m. 21 
and over. Tix: $79 advance (Cali4nia 
passholders: $65), $99 at door. VIP 
Lounge also available. Info: 1.800.
MAMMOTH.  See ad, p. 5.

New Year’s Eve @ Black Velvet 
Coffee/Wine Bar in the Outlet Mall. 
Limited edition craft beers, boutique 
wines and sake cocktails. Tix: $35 
advance or $50 at door. 100 people 
max. DJs. Tix include stainless steel 
cup and 2 cocktails/beers. 21 & over. 
Info: www.blackvelvetcoffee.com.

Desert Rhythm Project & DJ EYE JA 
@ Rafters New Year’s Eve party. Doors 
open @ 9:45 p.m. Party starts @ 10. 
Tix: $25. Complimentary champagne 
toast included. Tickets available at 
www.raftersmammoth.com. 

Morrison’s Restaurant (formerly 
Angel’s) hosts a NYE party from 9 
p.m.-2 a.m. Enjoy a champagne toast 
and hors d’ouveres for just $20. Full 
menu is available from 4-9 p.m. and 
pizzas are available until 2 a.m. For 
reservations call 760.937.7427. See ad, 
p. 11. 

Lakanuki has three options 
Saturday night. The first is a set menu 
dinner from 5-7:30 p.m. for $50, $30 
for children, second, is a late night 
party for $70 that includes the first 
drink and champagne, third is table 
bottle service for $400 a table plus 
$70 per person. For reservations call, 
760.709.6756.

The Brasserie located upstairs in 
Mammoth Rock ‘n Bowl building is 
offering two seatings, $95 for 6 p.m. 
and $110 for the 9 p.m. seating, before 
tax and gratuity. Call 760.924.4200 for 
reservations. The menu includes foie 
gras, prime rib, sea bass and apple 
tart flambe.

Jim Lambert will be teaming up 
with his old buddy Tom as the locals’ 
favorite, Good Livin’. They will take 
their customary corner at Tom’s Place 
from 6-9 p.m. 

The Double Eagle Resort in June 
Lake welcomes Anthony Peregretti, 
Robert Nalumaluhia, and Halfway to 
Benton emeritus and guitar master, 
Teru Sato. That crew will be rocking 
from 9 p.m.-1 a.m.

The Outlaw Saloon will have open 
door, no cover,. Manager Elli says, 
“We’re just having a big old party.” 
21+, 9 p.m. Check out their new 
winter beer and house-made cider. 
See ad, p. 21. 

Liberty Bar and Grill will have a DJ 
and dancing and a $10 cover. Special 
three-course menu for $39. 
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  PUBLIC NOTICES ATTAR
continued from page 12

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Pine Cliff R.V. Resort

Sandra Miller
1 Pine Cliff Road P.O. Box 38
June Lake, CA 93529

This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on December 
20, 2016.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on December 20, 
2016
File Number 16-207 
2016-0236 (12/24. 12/31, 1/07, 1/14)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Help Around The House Service

Paul Pailliotet
600 Davenport Ct.
Coleville, CA 96107

This business is conducted by an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed herein..
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on November 28, 
2016
File Number 16-215 
2016-0235 (12/24. 12/31, 1/07, 1/14)

Notice of Vacancy

ORDINANCE NO. ORD16-11__

AN INTERIM ORDINANCE OF THE MONO COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
ENACTING A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM PRO-
HIBITING COMMERCIAL MEDICAL AND RECRE-
ATIONAL MARIJUANA ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING 
COMMERCIAL CULTIVATION, DISTRIBUTION, 
TRANSPORTATION, 
DELIVERY, STORAGE, MANUFACTURING, PROCESS-
ING, 
PROVISION OR SALE OF CANNABIS PRODUCTS IN 
THE 
UNINCORPORATED AREA OF MONO COUNTY 

WHEREAS, Government Code section 65858 au-
thorizes the adoption of an interim ordinance as an 
urgency measure to prohibit any uses that may be in 
conflict with a contemplated general plan, specific 
plan, or zoning proposal that the Board of Supervisors, 
planning     commission or planning department is 
considering or studying or intends to study within a 
reasonable time, when necessary to protect the public 
safety, health, and welfare; and 

WHEREAS, The Compassionate Use Act of 1996 (CUA) 
was approved by California voters as Proposition 
215.  The CUA amended the Health & Safety Code to 
exempt patients and their primary caregivers from 
criminal prosecution for possession and cultivation of 
marijuana, provided that the marijuana was cultivated 
and used for personal medical purposes, on the rec-
ommendation of a physician; and

WHEREAS, The Medical Marijuana Program Act (SB 
420) took effect January 1, 2004, and added Article 2.5 
(commencing with Section 11362.7) to the Health and 
Safety Code.  SB    420 served to clarify the scope and 
application of the CUA by establishing California’s 
medical marijuana program, which sets forth guide-
lines regarding how much medical marijuana patients 
may grow and possess without being subject to arrest 
and implements a voluntary patient identification 
card program and other provisions to protect patients 
and their caregivers; and

WHEREAS, The Medical Marijuana Regulation and 
Safety Act (MMRSA), consisting
 of three bills: AB 266, AB 243 and SB 643, went into 
effect on January 1, 2016.  This law 
created a State of California Bureau of Medical Mari-
juana Regulation (BMMR) and provides for 
a dual licensing scheme for “commercial cannabis 
activity,” related to medical marijuana, 
including commercial cultivation, distribution, 
manufacture, testing, processing, storing, transport-
ing, delivery and sale of marijuana, also known as 
cannabis. The MMRSA preserved the authority of 
cities and counties to prohibit, regulate and/or license 
commercial cannabis activity within their local juris-
dictions; and

WHEREAS, California Proposition 64, the Califor-
nia Marijuana Legalization Initiative (Adult Use of 
Marijuana Act or AUMA), legalizes recreational use of 
marijuana in California, for those over the age of 21 
and was voted into law on November 8, 2016.  AUMA 
provides for regulatory enactment of a state licensing, 
regulation and enforcement scheme for recreational 
marijuana use and allows local jurisdictions to ban or 
regulate recreational marijuana-related business and 
outdoor cultivation as well as impose certain sales and 
use taxes, subject to local voter approval.  AUMA also 
allows local jurisdictions to regulate, but not to ban, 
the indoor cultivation of cannabis for recreational 
use; and

WHEREAS, following these changes to State law, the 
County has received an increased number of inquiries 
regarding commercial marijuana cultivation and 
related activities in the unincorporated area of Mono 
County, which inquiries reflect a lack of understand-
ing of the continued illegality of these activities; and

WHEREAS, both MMRSA and AUMA provide that the 
activities authorized therein may
not occur until the State has enacted regulations 
governing their implementation; and

WHEREAS, under both MMRSA and AUMA, local gov-
ernments have been given explicit authority to regu-
late commercial medical and recreational marijuana 
activities (as defined below) within their jurisdictions, 
including enacting licensing requirements, land use 
restrictions and/or certain local sales and use taxes 
subject to local voter approval; and

WHEREAS, the Mono County Board of Supervisors has 
not had the opportunity to hear adequate public com-
ment or receive comprehensive input from local com-
munities with regard to the imposition of local land 
use or other regulations and/or taxes, nor to consider 
the effect of eventual State regulations; and

WHEREAS, in order to preserve the ability to establish 
local regulations in the future, as well as preserve the 
status quo within the unincorporated areas of the 
County and discourage illegal cannabis activities, 
while staff and decision makers analyze and consider 
potential modifications to the General Plan and other 
local regulations to address these new laws, the Board 
of Supervisors desires to temporarily prohibit com-
mercial medical and recreational marijuana activities 
within the unincorporated areas of the County in ac-
cordance with Government Code section  65858; 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OF THE COUNTY OF MONO FINDS AND ORDAINS 
THAT:
SECTION ONE: There is a current and immediate 
threat to the public health, safety and welfare as a 
result of newly enacted, and currently proposed, State 
laws within the unincorporated areas of the County 
for the reasons set forth above, and additionally as 
follows:
A. Mandatory State regulations governing commercial 
cannabis activities under      MMRSA and AUMA have 
not yet been developed; and
B. Commercial cannabis activities remain illegal until 
such regulations are in place, notwithstanding their 
apparent statutory authorization; and

C. There is a lack of understanding among members of 
the public regarding the current legality of commercial 
cannabis activities; and
D. This lack of understanding is likely to result in an 
increase in illegal commercial cannabis activities 
within the unincorporated areas of the County; and
E. Such illegal activity will require law enforcement 
action which has the potential to endanger the health 
and safety not only of law enforcement officers them-
selves, but of the public.

SECTION TWO: Commercial medical marijuana 
activities described in MMRSA, including commercial 
cultivation, distribution, transportation, delivery, stor-
age, laboratory     testing, manufacturing, processing, 
provision or sales of cannabis products within the 
unincorporated areas of Mono County is hereby tem-
porarily prohibited to allow for the proper  study and 
assessment of public sentiment, State regulation and 
County land use and regulatory needs as they relate to 
commercial medical marijuana activities.  

SECTION THREE: During the temporary prohibition 
created by this ordinance, staff   shall identify and 
analyze the relevant issues associated with various 
commercial medical    marijuana activities and the 
impact these activities would have on law enforce-
ment and the community at large, should commercial 
activities not be regulated at the local level, and shall 
develop recommendations for the Board regarding 
possible local land use or other regulations governing 
their implementation. 
 
SECTION FOUR:  This temporary prohibition also 
applies to marijuana produced for recreational use, 
pursuant to the newly enacted AUMA. 

SECTION FIVE:  This temporary prohibition does 
not affect nor apply to those   individuals who are 
currently engaging in medical marijuana cultivation 
or other non-commercial marijuana-related activi-
ties permissible under the Compassionate Use Act 
adopted in 1996 or the Medical Marijuana Program 
Act of 2004.  In other words, this prohibition does not 
apply to marijuana activities that are currently legal 
under State law.  This moratorium will also not affect  
an individual’s right to engage in indoor cultivation of 
6 or fewer plants, though outdoor cultivation will be 
prohibited.

SECTION SIX:  This ordinance shall become effective 
upon adoption as an urgency measure pursuant to 
Government Code sections 65858 and 25123 and 
shall remain in effect, unless   extended as allowed by 
law, for 45 calendar days.  The Clerk of the Board of 
Supervisors shall post this ordinance and also publish 
it or a summary thereof in the manner prescribed by 
Government Code section 25124 no later than 15 days 
after the date of its adoption.

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this _13th day of  
December, 2016,     by the following vote, to wit:

AYES: Supervisors Alpers, Corless, Johnston, and 
Stump. 
NOES: None
ABSENT: Supervisor Fesko
ABSTAIN: None 
     
Stacy Corless, Vice- Chair
Mono County Board of Supervisors

ATTEST: Helen Nunn    
Clerk of the Board 
    
APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Stacy Simon
County Counsel

TS #2016-0233

                                      Notice of Ordinance

MAMMOTH COMMUNITY WATER DISTRICT BOARD 
VACANCY

The Mammoth Community Water District (MCWD) 
has a vacancy on the five member board. Per Califor-
nia Government Code 1780, the MCWD Board has 
60 days to appoint a new director or call for a special 
election. 

At the December 14, 2016 Board of Directors meeting, 
the MCWD Board chose the appointment method of 
filling the vacancy.

Background

MCWD was created as a California Special District in 
1957, independent of the Town of Mammoth Lakes 
and Mono County. A five member Board of Directors 
serves at the pleasure of the District’s 8,200 residents.

Appointment Process

Individuals interested in being appointed to the 
MCWD Board of Directors need to fill out an applica-
tion/questionnaire. 
The application/questionnaire can be obtained the 
following way:

 1)  Visiting www.mcwd.dst.ca.us and downloading 
the questionnaire
 2) Calling or visiting the Administration Offices at 
1315 Meridian Blvd.; 
(760) 934-2596 ext. 238).
 3) Emailing Pat Hayes, Secretary to the Board, at 
phayes@mcwd.dst.ca.us

Application/questionnaire can be submitted in the 
following ways:
 1) Mailed or Hand Delivered to:
MCWD Administrative Offices
PO Box 597 / 1315 Meridian Blvd.
Mammoth Lakes, CA  93546
Attn: Pat Hayes

 2) Emailed to Pat Hayes at phayes@mcwd.dst.ca.us

Applications/Questionnaire Due Date: No later than 
4:00 p.m. Friday, January 6, 2017.
 Applications/questionnaires received late will not be 
accepted. MCWD will not be responsible for delays 
due to mail delivery.

An Ad Hoc Committee of the MCWD Board of Direc-
tors will be conducting interviews of all prospective 
appointees during the week of January 9 - 13, 2017. 
Interviews will take place in the Board Room at the 
Mammoth Community Water District (1315 Meridian 
Blvd., Mammoth Lakes, CA  93546).

The MCWD Board of Directors is scheduled to make 
the appointment at the January 19, 2017 Board of 
Directors regular meeting.

The appointed Board member will serve until the 
general election in November, 2018. The appointed 
Board member may then put his/her name on the 
November, 2018 general election ballot.

Serving on the board will require a commitment to 
attend monthly Board Meetings the third Thursday of 
each month (holiday schedules may apply) and Com-
mittee Meetings.  Other requirements include, but are 
not limited to, the following:

• Ethics Training, per CA AB1234
• Sexual Harassment Training, per CA AB1825
• Annual Statement of Economic Interests (Form 700) 
reporting per the California Fair Political Practices 
Commission

If you have any questions or require additional infor-
mation, please call the District Offices at 760-934-
2596, Extension 238

 TS #2016-0234

Notice of Vacancy cont.

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Human-Equine Alliance for Learning

M. Leigh Shambo
44 Osage Circle
Bishop , CA 93514

This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on  June 01, 
2016.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on November 17, 
2016
File Number 16-212 
2016-0237 (12/24. 12/31, 1/07, 1/14)

shock… in Rio, it was like, this has 
happened, and it’s going to continue 
to happen.” In 2013, Attar ran The 
Boston Marathon, her second full 
marathon.

In 2014, Attar was sponsored by 
Seattle-based active wear company 
Oiselle. Knowing she might com-
pete in the 2016 Olympics, she and 
Oiselle CEO Sally Bergman set out 
to create a running outfit for Saudi 
Arabian women. The costume had 
to meet Saudi Arabian cultural and 
religious requirements for coverage, 
be stylish, and allow her to run 26.2 
miles in the Rio heat. 

In June 2015, Attar moved to Mam-
moth to train under Andrew and 
Deena Kastor as a member of the 
elite Mammoth Track Club. Soon 
after, she decided to train to run 
the marathon in the 2016 Summer 
Olympics in Rio Di Janeiro. She did 
not qualify, but was again invited to 
compete by the International Olym-
pic Committee, along with three 
other Saudi Arabian women. Attar 
laughed, saying, “We doubled our 
participation! From two to four.”

In talking with Attar, one gets the 
sense that she is as much an artist 
as an athlete. Her training schedule 
gets her out for early morning light 
and pushes her to venture out on the 
blusteriest of days, when she says 
the Sierra Nevada are most capti-
vating. “Of course I’d never experi-
enced winter until I came here… the 
shifting weather and seasons, every 
moment is so unique in its visual 
stimulation. I might go for a run and 
never see the light the way it was at 
that precise moment again.” Most of 
her images are of places she returns 
to after running through them. 

In Rio, Attar finished her tenth 
marathon second to last with a time 
of three hours and fourteen minutes. 
“More than thirty women dropped 
out due to the heat. I just knew that 
being there and showing I could fin-
ish was the most important thing I 
could do.” 

While visiting family in Saudi 
Arabia after the 2012 Olympics, Attar 
was asked to speak at her cousin’s 
all girls school. She opened her talk 
by asking, “Who here would want 
to compete in the Olympics some 
day?” The whole auditorium, full of 
girls legally forbidden to participate 
in sports in public school, raised 
their hands. Attar said it was one 
of the most humbling experiences 
she’s ever had. “This generation of 
girls, all over the world, is now going 
to grow up believing that they can 
compete in the Olympics, and that 
will be their normal.” 

Olympian and Coach Deena Kas-
tor said of Attar, “Her quiet confi-
dence speaks loudly to the capability 
of women across the globe.” Her 
photographs reflect that quiet confi-
dence. Sarah’s next goal is to qualify 
for the 2020 Olympics, without hav-
ing to be invited.

Sarah Attar’s photographs are 
for sale at Stellar Brew and will be 
through the holidays, as hanging 
prints and cards. 
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Photos, clockwise from top left: Police 
Chief Al Davis gets down and boogies. 
Dylan Newbry and Elizabeth King pose 
for the camera; Winter Queen Kristina 
Blüm; Lesley-Anne Hoxie and Dawn 
Lazar; Socialite Simone makes with the 
bubbly. 

Right Way Pool & Spa Supplies
UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

SALES • SERVICE • SUPPLIES
137 East Line Street • Bishop • 760-873-7727

THE
RHYTHM© 

6-PERSON
HOT TUB

Comfortable and Reliable

Dealer for

FREEDELIVERY

Option #2—ESTA Bus 

Drive a $400,000 Ride 
Option #1—Lamborghini 
Sign the papers for 
$399,500, plus tax 
and license then 
buckle your seatbelt 
for 60 monthly pay-
ments of $7,200 

Join the ESTA Team as a professional driver (training provided 
if needed) and earn $15+ per hour piloting this $405,000  
beauty.  Ski pass benefit and commute assistance from  

Bishop included. 

Call Eastern Sierra Transit at 760.924.3184 
or check out our website www.estransit.com 
to learn more about Option #2 

MAMMOTH GOES ALL OUT FOR WHITEOUT

This year’s new theme at the An-
nual Disabled Sports Eastern 
Sierra (DSES) Fundarsier was 

Whiteout Extravaganza. People went 
all out on Saturday, December 10 
with creativity and costumes. Can-
yon Lodge was unrecognizable. Even 
the weather cooperated, bringing in 
snow for the gala. New for this year 
was the extremely popular “wine 
grab.” 

The numbers are still coming in, 
but this is Disabled Sports Eastern 
Sierra’s largest fundraiser of the year 
and represents about ten percent 
of the organization’s yearly operat-
ing budget. All the funds raised at 
this event support the DSES general 
fund—including their scholarship 
fund, local and regional Ski Physi-
cal Education programs, as well 
as the Wounded Warrior program. 
Funds also support the purchase 
and maintenance of the DSES win-
ter and summer fleet of adaptive 
equipment, as well as instructor and 
volunteer training.

By Bodine
Disabled Sports Eastern Sierra’s “Whiteout Extravaganza” raises ten percent of yearly operating budget
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( 2 015 Mono Co. Public Health Manager Surveys )  

All Smoking & use of E-cigarettes 
are prohibited in common areas of 
condos & apartments indoors and 
out by Town ordinance.  
   ( O rd. No. 14-04 )   
Many Home Owners Associations 
have a policy which prohibits  
smoking in all units,  on the decks, 
& 20-50 ft. away from buildings. 
 
100% of rental agencies and Mam-
moth Lakes Affordable Housing 
complexes prohibit smoking in 
units.  

“When we have to clean 
up butts, tenants hear 

about it”. 

Summer 2015: 
60 /105 managers 

(57%) reported that 
all units at their 

complex are  
designated 100% 
smoke-free within 

units. 

Make a smoke free policy for your complex. We can help.  
Mono Co. Public Health Dept. at 760-924-1830.  

“Many owners 
are adamant 

non-smokers.” 

“Our whole property 
is smoke-free.”  

( 2 015 Mono Co. Public Health Manager Surveys )  

see HARTLEY, page 29

NFL
WAITING IN THE END ZONE 
By Hartley
... And how to stop interceptions from getting returned there 

Ladies and Gentlemen, the NFL 
season is coming to a close. I 
can’t believe it. The experts have 

proven once again they don’t know 
any more than a bourbon-swilling 
football junkie who spends more time 
watching porn than NFL tape. They 
suck. I want, I seriously want, to win 
the lottery and buy myself a 30-minute 
show every week to attack every NFL 
analyst who opens his mouth and lets 
jackassedness come out. Heath Evans, 
Jon Gruden, Cris Collinsworth.......first 
ones up on the idiot block. 

SELECT PICKS:
Giants laying 2.5 to the Eagles. The 

Giants are media darlings right now. 
And they run the ball for 30 yards 
a game if you count kick and punt 
returns. Everyone is waiting for a 
magical Eli run to another Super Bowl 
and I say NO. Lay the points, however, 
because everyone has been having 
their way with the Eagles lately. Maybe 
the Browns weren’t so stupid after all 
for not trading all their draft picks for 
Carson Wentz … 

Carson Wentz. Now everyone is say-
ing there is a glitch in his throwing mo-
tion that needs to be fixed. The Eagles 

said they knew of it before the season 
but figured they’d have time to fix it 
because they had Sam Bradford as the 
starting QB. But now other teams say 
they knew about his throwing flaw and 
that is why they didn’t really care to 
trade up for him. But every jackass in 
the media and on television said after 
his first two or three games that he was 
the real deal and had no limitations. 
They couldn’t see it? Ray Charles saw 
it, but they didn’t? 

Washington laying 3 points to the 
Bears. They should be laying 33. The 
Bears are one of the worst three teams 
in the league. The Washingtonians are 
about to HAVE to pay QB Kirk Cousins 
a boatload of money now. They can’t 
tell if he is good or if he is just building 
his contract status, and neither can I.   

Buffalo laying 3.5 points to the Dol-
phins. Please explain to me why the 
Bills are laying anything. I am guessing 
Miami starting QB Tannehill isn’t play-
ing so that’s why the Bills are giving 
points they have no business giving. 
The Dolphins cover because the Bills 
are out of the playoffs and already pull-
ing too hard on the spiked eggnog. 

Falcons laying 3.5 points to the Pan-

thers in Carolina. Lay the points. The 
Panthers are kitty cats on defense and 
can’t stop anybody. I am a Cam fan but 
growing tired of him now. He is clearly 
getting screwed by the officials. But he 
needs to grow up. He shouldn’t have 
signed an extension with the Panthers, 
but he’s got to grow up and deal with 
it now. 

Packers laying 6.5 points to the 
Vikings. The Vikings. Another team 
I want the experts to bend over and 
take their beating on. Everyone had 
Sam Bradford as the next Jim Plunkett 
and winning a Super Bowl. Now they 
look exactly like what they are - a team 
quarterbacked by Sam Bradford. Take 
the pack. 

Patriots are 16.5 point favorites over 
the Hofstra Jets … I mean the New Jer-
sey Jets. When an NFL team wakes up 
and finds itself a 16.5 point underdog 
to another team, they should forfeit. 
Lay the points like it’s your first day 
home from a 9 month deployment. 

Titans laying 5 points to the Jaguars. 
Tiitans had a big win last week. Going 
to Jacksonville and the Jags have a new 
interim coach. The Jags could stage a 
serious rally … but they have the same 

players. I am taking the Jags PLUS 
the points. That’s right. A blip in their 
sucktivity meter. 

Chargers laying 6 points to the 
Browns. AT CLEVELAND. This is the 
week. Take the Browns to win OUT-
RIGHT. The Chargers are a mess. Their 
coach with his little visors and his 
golf demeanor. He should be gone, 
too. Their Wide Receivers are SORRY. 
I mean they shouldn’t be in the NFL. 
Their roster is substandard and has 
been for YEARS. Their RB was hav-
ing his breakout year but he is done 
again. They suck from the rooter to the 
tooter. 

Raiders laying 3.5 points to the Colts. 
Lay the points. Lay more if you count 
all the interceptions Andrew Luck 
will throw. I say the spread is worth 
4 points per interception. So the real 
spread should be 12. 

Rams laying 3.5 points to the Nin-
ers. I would have to say these teams 
are like two virgins at a Dungeons and 
Dragons tournament … neither should 
be laying anything. I watched Hard 
Knocks this week and this guy the 
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Rams named interim coach came into 
practice half-dressed on a surfboard 
carried by the players and doing some 
stupid antics. I can’t see any reason the 
team won’t follow him? Take the Nin-
ers plus the points. And that is saying 
something. 

Seahawks laying 8.5 points to the 
Cardinals. I have told you Bruce Arians 
was a big blowhard. He spends so 
much time talking about every other 
player and team that he seems more 
focused on his future ESPN job versus 
his current responsibilities. Take the 
Cards plus the points to make it a close 
game but still lose. 

Chiefs laying 4 points to the Broncos. 
The Broncos tried to win another Super 
Bowl with no QB and a great defense. 
But the QB is worse than they thought 
and the defense isn’t as great as last 
year. Andy Reid and his Chiefs are 
doing their usual: Win a gruntload of 
games during the season then during 
the playoffs mess up every clock man-
agement situation, scale the offense 
back so much they prevent themselves 
from scoring and lose their first playoff 
game. 

Cowboys laying 7 points  to the 
Lions. The Cowboys have the Monday 
night game. They have more prime-
time appearances than Michael Buble 
during Christmas. Seriously, is Michael 
Buble anything other than a Christmas 
special whore? You don’t see his ass all 
year and as soon as Black Friday sales 
hit, he screams to the top of the music 
landscape. He sucks. I would rather 

have a colonoscopy with a cattle prod 
than listen to his godawful music. 
Lay the points. the Lions are a fraud. 
Matthew Stafford was glad before the 
season that Calvin Johnson was gone 
so he wouldn’t have to force him the 
ball. Okay? Then he gets Marvin Jones 
and quits feeding him the ball … so the 
offense can completely stagnate. Staf-
ford is a mental midget. 

Three top RBs have refused to play 
in their teams’ bowl games. On the one 
hand … you want to see great players 
play. On the other hand, none of ‘em is 
playing for a national title so they have 
every right to worry more about their 
future than the university. The system 
is messed up and they are doing what 
they have to do. The university made 
cash off their backs. Now they have to 
worry about theirs. I’m Tupac … I ain’t 
mad at em.

Who in creation doesn’t know Chris-
tian McCaffrey from Stanford is going 
straight to the Patriots. The league 
probably won’t even make him enter 
the draft. They will just award him to 

the Patriots with a LITTLE WHITE GUY 
fellowship. 

Funny of the week. A fan challenged 
Ram RB Todd Gurley, saying after his 
performance this year in fantasy foot-
ball if he sees Gurley in the streets, he 
wants to throw down. Gurley respond-
ed by telling the fan to PULL UP THEN. 
One other fan’s comment was to advise 
the other fan to tell Gurley “I have been 
waiting in the end zone for weeks.” 
BOOM …… MIC DROP ……. PARTY 
OVER. Athletes gotta let this stuff go. 

Blake Bortles has thrown a pick 6 in 
several games. He said recently that to 
prevent any more pick 6’s he needs, “to 
become a better tackler.” At least he 
has a sense of humor. 

And the last Christmas wishes: 
For Rex Ryan: CBS to call. You know 

some dumbass TV network will give me 
a job.

For Sam Bradford: My agent to pull 
one more rabbit out of his hat. I have 
skinned three of them already in St 
Louis, Philly and Minnesota. 

For Chip Kelly: Oregon to call me 
back. I made a horrible decision.

For Carson Palmer ... see Sam Brad-
ford and substitute Cincy, Oakland and 
Arizona

For Philip Rivers and Cam Newton: a 
PSYCH clause in their contracts so they 
can say “I was just joking” and tear up 
their contracts. They are both screwed 
for their NFL lives. 

For Browns fans: ONE VICTORY. 
For PacMan Jones and Vontaze 

Burfict: One brain cell. They could even 
share it. They ain’t got any now. 

For Randy Gregory, Le’Veon Bell, 
Martavis Bryant and Josh Gordon: for 
the NFL to be governed by the state 
laws of Colorado and Washington. 

HARTLEY
continued from page 28



Sagittarius: This promises to be 
one of the better years of your life, 
and the table-setter for more such 
years to come. To make the most out 
of this, enjoy the holidays by being 
thankful for all you have in your life—
people, things, pets—and even give 
thanks for the challenges and things 
that broke you. You’re now soon to 
be stronger in those broken places 
(thank you, Papa) so you might want 
to celebrate by adopting this line, 
“Santa Claus is coming, so why don’t 
we join him?”
Capricorn: We’ve learned a lot dur-
ing 2016. We learned that honesty 
may be the best policy, but dishon-
esty is running a close second. We 
learned that redemption can take 
as long as 107 years or just a couple, 
but it’s always sweet and worth the 
wait. We learned that our country is 
divided, but our differences are what 
make us the best damn nation south 
of Canada! We also learned that if 
nothing else, we all love long roman-
tic walks to the fridge.
Aquarius: The holidays are a great 
time to reconnect with family and 
friends, as well as bring new folks 
into your fold. This time of year we 
often do so by playing games like 
Monopoly, poker and Cards Against 
Humanity. Clouds favorite games 
include thought-provoking questions 
like: Is that a dreidel in your pocket 
or are you just happy to see me? Why 

HORRORSCOPES
By Clouds McCloud

PERSONALS

does the word “monosyllabic” have 
five syllables? And how come we can’t 
tickle ourselves?
Pisces: These last couple weeks of 
the year are very special as they’re 
also the end of challenging cycle 
that began in 2007. This next cycle 
promises to be much easier and more 
enjoyable. To help, say “So Long” 
to the past, “Hello Hotstuff” to the 
future and start enjoying the present. 
Using this line should help, “I’d love 
to see you wear your ugly Christmas 
sweater … and nothing else.”
Aries: While many people love the 
holidays, a lot of other people hate 
them. It’s that chilly time of year 
when its surprisingly easy to feel 
negative and lonely. To help, make 
sure you do your part to spread good 
energy to others everywhere you go. 
One of these lines might help, “Won’t 
you guide my sleigh tonight?” or “I’d 
sure love to deck your halls.”
Taurus: To make the most out of the 
holiday season, don’t take anything 
except happiness, love, exercising 
and eating too seriously. Be sure to 
take some time to recall your favor-
ite moments of the year (even some 
moments that don’t involve reading 
The Sheet) and start setting new goals 
for next year like: “Don’t expect any 
big resolutions from me, I’m going to 
be the same awkward, foul-mouthed 
and beautiful-in-my-own-way delight 
you already know and love!”
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Gemini: To help you embrace the 
holiday spirit, here’s a reminder of 
what Christmas teaches us: Life is 
best when we celebrate it. Mistletoe 
is a much better idea than spiked-
eggnog, but they both have their 
uses. Miracles happen. It’s not about 
what you get, it’s about what you give. 
Abstinence doesn’t always work.
Cancer: To help you end the year 
in a mood as high as a reindeer in 
any of our 28 states and the District 
of Columbia, all you’ve got to do is 
decide to be happier. If negativity 
comes to your mind, change it. Using 
one of these holiday lines will help: 
A) What do you say we don some gay 
apparel? B) I’d love to have you stuff 
my stocking with good cheer. C) I bet 
if you ever saw it, you would even say 
it glows.
Leo: If you’re reading this, con-
gratulations! You’ve made it this far, 
despite everything life’s thrown at 
you; the challenges, heartbreaks, the 
occasional heartburn and head colds 
and driving on Highway 395. There-
fore, Clouds would like to offer you 
some mad kudos. You’ve kicked some 
serious booty so far in life. So here’s 
to more of the same in the New Year, 
only how about this year rather than 
kicking booty, you just pat and tap it 
instead?
Virgo: One thing that can hold Virgos 
back from real happiness is their 
attitudes toward authority figures 

(ie: bosses, co-workers, parents, 
Bruce Springsteen, Boss Hog, Melissa 
McCarthy, etc.). Therefore, as the 
holidays end the year in celebration 
please remember that if you want to 
be treated with respect, you’ve got to 
earn it and pay plenty of it yourself.
Libra: The closing of 2016 marks 
the end of a nine-year cycle that has 
been very challenging for lots of folks. 
If you have been one of those folks 
please be sure to end the cycle in cau-
tious style. And start practicing smil-
ing and your happy dance. Using this 
line should help inspire both: “How 
about we enjoy a not-so-silent night?”
Scorpio: As the year comes to a close 
be sure to send it off in style by taking 
time to relax. Then write down your 
big goals for next year and start to 
read them daily. Laughing everyday 
is advised as well, although the jury is 
still out on this pick-up line: “Is your 
name ‘Jingle Bells,’ because I’d love to 
go all the way with you?”

I hope to see you ... under the mistletoe on 
New Year’s Eve. Mostly because I know you like 
to go everywhere with your twin. If you’ll play 
sandwich, I’ll be the meat and spread the mayo. 

I heard you ... like to crawl down chimneys 
on Christmas Eve. Any chance you’d like to 
crawl up mine instead? 

I heard you ... are already sick of dynamic 
pricing. Well, I’ve got good news. You can still 
take me home for free. 
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JUNE MOUNTAIN CELEBRATES OPENING DAY Photos by Rea

Photos, clockwise from top: Rob Kocher and his 
birthday crew celebrate with Bucky and Woolly; 
Nick Joyce, Warren, and Geraldine dole out June 
Mountain hats gratis; Mark Brownlie and Julie 
Brown after the toast to June; Julian and Anna 
Montgomery of Ridgecrest take in the view; Danny 
Ranson and Brooks Bryant enjoy a complimentary 
glass of June Lake Brewing’s Silver Lake Saison; 
Finnegan, Keifer, Kourtney and Keith McTernan; 
Erin Manus, Katie Aieilo, and Taylor West with 
June’s Abigail Ross; Jon Brusky shows off his hat. 

Public Input Sought

Access the plan at:
www.monocounty.ca.gov/

behavioralhealth & click Resources

 Send comments via email to:
agreenberg@mono.ca.gov

Share input at a
community meeting:

January 26th at 5:30 p.m.
Sierra Wellness Center

Sierra Center Mall, Second Floor



FALL IN 
LOVE

ALL OVER 
AGAIN   

VACATION RESORT RENTALS AND GREAT FAMILY MEMORIES, MINUTES FROM MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN

NEW LUXURY RESIDENCES • RESORT RENTALS • ATHLETIC CLUB & SPA • 800.544.6007 • LIVESNOWCREEK.COM

All information subject to change. BRE# 01812140
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