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Occasionally, people ask me where I learned to write. Which is kind
of a difficult question to answer, since you continue to learn a little bit
every day (because every good writer is reading every day), but if i think
about the foundational aspect of it, I would credit two sources. My
Sports Illustrated subscription starting at age 9 (and I even got a bonus
education as an adolescent in swimsuit design which I particularly enjoyed) and the Boston Globe sports section, but particularly the work of
Peter Gammons, whom many would know now via his work as an ESPN
television reporter, but in the early ‘80s at the Globe he was the baseball
beat writer and just a glorious reporter and writer and storyteller.
I think about him now because Gammons was the first guy I read who
threw grammatical convention to the wind and he was a big fan of the
ellipsis (...) which the late George Shirk also liked to use in his “Three
Dot” column.
Of course, maybe both these guys were actually influenced by Louis
Ferdinand Celine, author of “Journey to the End of the Night” and
“Death on the Installment Plan.” Celine loved the ellipsis, too.
I don’t know why I bring this up other than to warn you it’s the holidays and my attention span is short so expect a few elllipses before this
column is through.
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Urdi: They live and die on air [service]. We don’t.
Everyone’s a critic when it comes to writing, cooking, politics and
Ostler: Mammoth needs to be more of a hybrid resort versus being
Mammoth Lakes Tourism.
one so dominated by the drive market. Other resorts are increasing the
On December 22, the local air service advisory group met in the Town
number of direct flights they’re offering.
offices to hear a presentation from consultant Clint Ostler, who works
Urdi: It will cost us a fortune to buy 30,000 enplanements. What we’ve
for Embark Aviation.
done differently since 2013, in response to critics who want to see a few
Ostler was a longtime employee of Alaska Airlines before joining Emdifferent strategies employed, “is right-size [the service].”
bark, and has intimate knowledge of Mammoth Airport, its potential,
Urdi said it took 110,000 available seats to fill 30,000 in 2013.
and its limitations.
Ostler: Sun Valley spent $600,000 in air marketing last year, including
Former Mayor Michael Raimondo is pushing for MLT to hire Ostler
$30,000 (5%) on local media. There’s lot of coordination between the
because he believes we need to shake it up with our air service marketvisitor’s bureau & resort, including a “use your boarding pass to ski for
ing.
free” promotion. Sun Valley also has an employee specifically dedicated
John Urdi has no interest in hiring Clint Ostler and certainly did not
to air service marketing.
wish to hear his presentation. At the beginning of the
Urdi: 90% of what he’s talking about we currently do.
meeting, he apologized that the group would not be
Ostler: “As soon as you slough off on the marketing,
able to view Ostler’s Power Point presentation.
bookings sag. This is a lifetime commitment.”
Assitant to the Town Manager Pam Kobylarz replied
In response to a reference of how Fresno does incredAs soon as you slough ibly good summer air business thanks to its proximity
that if she’d been given any advance notice of a presentation, she could have set it up.
off on the marketing, to Yosemite, Urdi says comparison between Fresno and
Public Works Director Grady Dutton then interMammoth is “apples and oranges,” even though both
bookings sag. [air
vened and told Ostler to email the presentation to
airports are equidistant to the Valley floor (2 hours).
Kobylarz. It was up in 4 minutes.
Urdi also says we’re at risk of “breaking” the San Diego
service] is a lifetime
This is why Urdi would have preferred no one see it.
air service route after he had “fixed” it (downsizing the
commitment.
Enplanements at Mammoth Yosemite Airport have
number of seats) because the time of the flight isn’t as
dropped approximately 30% since 2013.
convenient this year.
Meanwhile, competitors like Crested Butte (up
Ostler: Sometimes an airline will end up cutting
-Clint Ostler
30%) Steamboat (up 30%), Telluride (up 20%) and Sun
capacity if it feels a community is stagnant. Raimondo
Valley (up 10%) have achieved significant air service
expressed concern for this as a possible outcome if we
growth.
don’t do something.
Ostler also noted that while Telluride, Crested Butte
Raimondo was also concerned about the recent entry
and Sun Valley have opened five or more new air markets over the past
into the market of a private charter service, JetSuiteX out of Burbank,
four years, Mammoth’s opened one. Overall, Mammoth flew to far more which is also being subsidized by MLT. The cap on that subsidy is apmarkets in 2011 (among them Reno, San Jose, Orange County) than it
prox. $400,000.
does today.
If JetSuiteX cannibalizes seats from the commercial service out of LAX,
As Mayor Shields Richardson remarked, “Air is an important subject to we are potentially subsidizing our own cannibalism. Pass the ketchup!
potential investors in Mammoth ... this is not a graph [information] I’d
Ostler suggested Mammoth might consider creating a Mammoth Air
like to show them.”
brand and operating regional jets for hire on its own so it can control
Damn press.
schedules. He said Branson, Missouri’s airport uses this strategy. That
Part of Mammoth’s problem has been the historic unreliability of the
would eliminate the mid-afternoon San Diego flight time which Urdi
service; last Christmas season, 19 of 77 flights were cancelled.
says is going to severely impact that route.
However, Alaska Airlines has recently debuted new RNP (Required
Ultimately, Mammoth Lakes Tourism needs to figure out how comNavigation Performance] technology, which should allow its planes to
mitted it is to air service and whether it actually believes its own lies,
land in Mammoth in less-than-ideal conditions (with less visibility).
damn lies and statistics.
Meaning we should see better route completion percentages.
Does Urdi actually believe, as he oft repeats, that $1 spent on adverOf course, you probably already knew that, given MLT’s extensive
tising magically creates $261 in visitor spending? If so, why are we not
marketing blitz.
spending infinity on advertising?
I jest. Until Alaska Airlines also pioneers new mind-reading technolDoes he actually believe that the average fly-in customer spends $520
ogy, you probably won’t get any such news about Mammoth air service
more per trip than the average drive customer. It would follow then, that
around here. MLT doesn’t advertise locally.
you would gladly spend up to $4.7 million (9,000 times $520) in addiThe following is a compendium of Ostler’s presentation and Urdi’s
tional marketing/flight subsidy to recapture the commercial air busiself-defense:
ness that has disappeared since 2013.
Ostler: Telluride geo-targets flight information for the nearest available user for those who visit its resort or town website.
see EDITORIAL, page 19
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2015-2016 SEASON SETTING RECORDS
By L unch

YEAR IN REVIEW

headlines

2016 was a year of contrasts. On
the one hand, Mammoth set
business records. On the other
hand, McDonald’s of all places
closed its doors. What the heck
is going on around here?

MAMMOTH MCDONALD’S CLOSES
“We’re hatin’ it,” say employees
By Rea

T

he owner of the Mammoth McDonald’s, Kevin Mazzu, called
his employees in at 7 p.m. on
Monday, September 5, and told the
approximately 20 employees that it
was their last day on the job.
Some of them got “severance
checks” for $400, according to several
of the employees who were let go, but
after deductions most of those checks
amounted to about $200.
... Six employees from the Mammoth store are relocating to work at
the Mazzus’ Lone Pine and Bishop
stores, and seven of the employees let
go were high school students, James
said.
“The property and building is
owned by McDonald’s and will be
sold,” James reported. “Store closures
have to be approved and put on a
list for closing by the corporation
and [Mammoth Lakes] McDonald’s
was already on the list of potential
closures. The Mazzus were given the

‘go-ahead’ to shut down only a few
weeks earlier and decided to keep the
store open until at least Labor Day
when the traditional summer tourist
season ends.”

/from The Sheet Sept. 10/

S

o how is business these days?
In short, it’s fantastic.
As Tom Cage of Kittredge
Sports said this week, “I’ve been too
busy to look at the numbers. I just
know they’re up and up a lot.”
For a guy like Cage who’s obsessed
with numbers, saying he’s too busy to
look at them is a story in and of itself.
But just as an example of the
volume of business, he said he sold
183 pair of Hestra ski gloves over the
Christmas holiday. The gloves retail
for an average of $150/pair.
“We didn’t sell 183 pair all of last
year,” he observed.
Wave Rave’s Steve Klassen said simply, “We’re crushing it.”
Crushing it means his gross sales

during the month of November were
more than double the previous year.
Wave Rave then followed it up with
a December that was approximately
40% better than 2014.
“I think Mammoth did a pretty good
job down south with the marketing,”
he said. “They were definitely spending the money.”
As for room occupancy, January
is shaping up as a “best ever,” with
occupancy of 76 to 78% for the month
—generally full on the weekends and
enjoying occupancies of 65 to 80%
midweek.
The Booky Joint’s Dave Leonard
said, “We’re definitely doing better, but … last summer was a record
summer. We actually do better in
poor snow years just because summer
starts earlier.”
Ironically, the snowy weather actually hurt Leonard on Christmas Eve
because some people decided to stay
home versus go out to get that lastminute gift. “We were way down on
Christmas Eve because of the storm.
Normally that’s the best day of the
year for me.”
As far as real estate is concerned,
Matthew Lehman of Matthew
Lehman Real Estate said, “For me,
I see a direct correlation as to more
people in town = more buyers = more
transactions.”
“I had a guy come in, look at a
house once, make an offer, and we’re
closing next week.”

/from The Sheet Jan. 23/
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FRIEND WITH BENEFITS

Council oblivious while Holler buffs out buddies

By Lun ch

... There was another proposed
contract, an agreement with Sierra
Nevada Destination Services, to hire a
Special Events Director to “implement
the Town’s Special Events Strategy.”
The proposed agreement was a
three-year deal worth $425,000.
Sierra Nevada Destination Services
principals’ are a husband-and-wife
team, Robin Galvan-Davies and Keith
Davies of Grass Valley.
After a mid-meeting recess, Mayor
Shields Richardson announced that
the agenda item was being pulled, so
it never came up for discussion. But
it’s worth discussing further for several
reasons.
Like the above visioning/planning
contract, this contract similarly did
not go out for bid—or it did, according
to Town Manager Dan Holler, but only
informally (it was not published in a
newspaper of record). The position
was floated on the Town’s website and
Holler reached out to various parties
(including the Davies) seeking interest.
There were ultimately two bidders.
After interviews (Holler, Stuart Brown,
John Morris and Brent Truax comprised the interview panel), the Davies
were selected.
What the other three panelists may
not have known at the time was the
extent of the personal relationship between Holler and the Davies, old pals
from Grass Valley. Holler served as City

Administrator of Grass Valley for approximately five years from 2008-2013.
... In the contract, the consultant’s
address was listed as 213 Scotia Pines
Circle, Grass Valley, Calif. 95945 ATTN
Keith Davies.
For the Town, its P.O. Box 1609 in
Mammoth ATTN Daniel C. Holler.
Turns out the Grass Valley address
is Dan Holler’s. That’s right. He is the
owner of 213 Scotia Pines Circle, a
fact verified by the Placer Title Company. So all information regarding this
agreement is being sent to Dan Holler
…and Dan Holler?
As Holler acknowledged, the Davies
rent Holler’s home from him.
The Davies and Hollers also socialize together.
Holler said that based on various
conflicts of interest between he and
Keith Davies, that Davies had verbally
withdrawn his name from consideration as Special Events Director.

/from The Sheet Oct. 22/
This was not the only curious bit of
decision-making by Mr. Holler this
year.
In June, he attempted to sign a TOT
collection agreement with Airbnb
without notifying his TOT compliance
committee that the item had been
agendized.
In April, he signed a $26,000 deal
with Environmental Diversion Solutions to analyze the Town’s waste

management needs going forward.
It turns out that EDS appears to
be an American-based sales rep for a
Korean manufacturer of eco-friendly
facilities and machinery.
As for the latest consultant hired
on to create the latest and greatest

“Downtown” plan, that would be
Darin Dinsmore. Even though they
are Facebook friends, Holler describes
Dinsmore, who signed a $150,000
contract with the town, as largely a
professional acquaintance.

LEASE TO OWN ... OR LEAVE?
LADWP gives lessees a good scare with new policies

By Bodine

A

t the end of August, rumors
circulated on the Eastside that
the Los Angeles Department fo
Water and Power was making changes
to its lease policy that could spell the
end of some commercial businesses.
Rumors were substantiated in November when new transfer policies
were accepted by the LADWP Board of
Commissioners.
Some sixty ranches and 200 businesses currently hold leases with the
LADWP.
The new policy allows for a one-time
transfer of a lease meaning the current
holder could sell or transfer the lease
to a second party, but that party could
not sell or transfer that lease again.
Rather, LADWP would auction the
property off to the highest bidder. Lessees have the option of transferring to
a family member. Commercial leaseholders may have the option of buying
the land they currently lease, but that
program waits approval by the commissioners.
Inyo County Supervisor Jeff Griffiths,

whose district includes Bishop city
limits, said the policy disincentives
potential buyers and even current
owners if they know they don’t or
won’t have a lease.
Mike Allen of Sierra Saddlery, believe this is a ploy by LADWP to put
businesses under. But, a spokesperson for LADWP said the company has
no intention of driving any tenants
out, or purposely delaying renewals
or transfers. Real Estate Officer Scott
Cimino told The Sheet on a conference call, “A lot of those fears are just
rumor mill.”
The City of Los Angeles owns about
251,958 acres in Inyo County, or about
89 percent of the private land, and
62,501 acres, or just under 50 percent
of privately held lands, in Mono County. There are 50 ranch leases in Inyo
and 10 in Mono. There are 166 business leases in Inyo and 35 in Mono.
The policies are being changed on
the Eastside for the first time in 80
years to bring them up to LADWP and
City of Los Angeles charter.
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They Said It:
“John Urdi didn’t do his job. It’s just that simple.”
- Michael Raimondo on the failed Mammoth-Las Vegas air service
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headlines
A year in spending
The Town of Mammoth Lakes saw a
year of shattered records for Transient
Occupancy Tax (TOT) revenue and
the local taxeaters immediately sat
down to figure out how to spend it.
When not giving themselves “onetime” bonuses, Mammoth contemplated building Multi-Use Facilities
(with new ice rink), a police station,
and a new airport terminal. This despite owing a $2 million annual payment (at 5.75 percent interest) for its
airport litigation settlement. In addition, the likely lowering of the investment expectation in the California
Public Employees’ Retirement System
(Calpers) to 7 percent over three years
will require public employers to make
“significantly higher annual contributions” to their employees’ pension
plans, according to the Wall Street
Journal. Ever optimistic, the majority of members of Mammoth Lakes’
Town Council have voted this year to
fund several projects to ensure that
generations to come will be footing
the bill.

“I have no way to argue with a historian such as yourself.”
-Haislip Hayes to Councilman Bill Sauser
The MUF
Mammoth residents learned on
Wednesday, December 21 that they
won’t be skating on their new worldclass ice rink/multi-use facility,
affectionately nicknamed the MUF,
by the previously promised October
31, 2017 date, and that the current
price tag for the facility, calculated by HMC Architects, is a cool
$10,580,000.
Mammoth Town Council approved
the decision to build the MUF
at Mammoth Creek Park west in
October of 2015. In their dissenting
opinions, both then-Mayor Michael
Raimondo and then-Mayor Pro-Tem
Shields Richardson said that they
did not feel the Multi-Use Facility
was the best use of funds.
“We don’t have any money,” said
Raimondo. “I’ve been on this council
for 4 years, all we’ve done is cut and
cut and cut, and now we’re trying to
figure out how to spend two million
bucks to build a new site.”
The estimated price of the facility
rose throughout 2016. Meanwhile,

neighbors abutting the property
have also threatened to sue, which
Town Attorney Andy Morris said on
December 21 will likely cost at least
$100,000 to fight, and “could be a lot
more.”
“We know we’re probably going
to get sued,” Recreation Manager
Stuart Brown said in March.
Tom Bell of the La Vista Blanc condominium Homeowner’s Association said in March “They say they’re
going to build a world-class skating
center with a $2 million budget. If
it were a $10 million budget, we’d
be saying go for it. But that’s not the
case. They don’t have the money
to go out and do it right, so they’re
going to go out and do it wrong, and
it’s going to be in our backyard.”
As of December 21, Town Council authorized a further $250,000
to HMC Architects to “further the
design, enable additional value
engineering work and prepare more
detailed cost estimates.” This on top
of $200,000 already spent on con-

sulting services.

New police station
Mammoth Lakes’ new police station grew 1,300 feet since The Sheet
reported on a bid for architectural
firms to design it in October of 2015.
“The construction budget is a little
over $2 million,” Grady Dutton told
The Sheet on Thursday, April 14.
However, in October of 2015, the
project was smaller, about 4,000 feet,
The Sheet reported, and would be
designed to have additions made
possible in the future. Town Manager
Dan Holler told Town Council in
October that “We’ve been very clear
that this isn’t a $2 million construction budget, this is a total $2 million
project budget, so it will be tight, and
they [HMC architects, the project’s
designer] recognize that as well.”
Town Council Approved an additional amount of $450,000 on May 4,
and voted 5-0 on June 15 to allocate

see HEADLINES, page 7
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Airport terminal
The price tag of the proposed
airport terminal expansion for the
Mammoth-Yosemite airport is approximately $30 million, which would
include a new building to replace
the current sprung structure, and
infrastructure improvements to allow
three planes to occupy the airport’s
apron simultaneously. In April, The
Sheet quoted Airport Manager Brian
Picken as saying “The [Federal Aviation Administration] will be providing
the majority of the money…We’re
hoping the FAA will provide 25 to 26
million of it. They’ve promised up
to $20 million for a terminal project,
and then they pay for 90 percent of
ramp projects.” He said the Town
can expect a $3 to $5 million bill to
complete the project. In May, Town
Council voted 5-0 to approve amendments to funding, including $600,000
to the Airport Terminal Capital Improvement Project. Back in February,
Town officials pushing for the project
stressed the impact that an impressive new terminal would make on
visitors. “We need to make that statement,” said Public Works Director
Grady Dutton, “and we need to have a
great sense of arrival for people.”

Taj Mahal
Mono County and the Town of
Mammoth Lakes were presented with
a “Government Center Feasibility
Study” by Todd Lankenau of Reno’s
Collaborative Design Studio on September 13, where Lankenau stated
that the Town and County’s needs for
shared offices was 43,000 square feet.
According to Lankenau’s analysis,
the cost to lease space from Sierra
Center Mall was hardly less than the
cost of a new building.
Mall owner Paul Rudder believes
this math to be dubious.
Mono County Supervisor Larry
Johnston agreed at a Dec. 21 Board
meeting, saying he believes County
staff is skewed towards a buy v. rent
solution.

I
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continued from page 6
approximately $500,000 more for the
Mammoth Lakes Police Facility, taken
from the Capital Fund Reserve and
Reserve for Economic Uncertainty
(REU). The project budget for the
Police Facility that Town Council approved on June 15 was $3,073,286.
How is the Town paying for the
project? According to Town Manager
Dan Holler, the Town borrowed $2.47
million in the year 2000 to purchase
the Bell-Shaped Parcel. It was a
25-year loan at 6.43 percent interest. The debt payment came out to
approximately $200,000 annually.
What the Town decided to do was roll
a new police building loan into the
existing loan and create a whole new
loan. The existing Bell Parcel bond
had $1.45 million left on it. The new
loan is for $3.55 million, meaning
$2.1 million for the new building. It’s
a 15-year loan at 3.51 percent interest. Debt service will cost $315,000/
year. Holler says the Town was paying
$65,000/year in rent at the current
police location.

YEAR IN REVIEW: HEADLINES

A year in tragedies
Man lost in Crowley Lake
Several law enforcement and
search agencies initiated and subsequently called off a search for a
27-year old La Habra man who went
missing at Crowley Lake from his
campsite at Beaver Cove on May 13.
Juan Manuel Vierheller was last seen
in the very early hours that morning,
at approximately 12:30 a.m. There
were signs that he had entered the
waters of Crowley Lake, according
to a press release issued by Mono
County Sheriff’s Office.

Drowning at Rainbow Falls
A 28-year old Tustin man, Ahmad
Tamim Najib, died after he became
trapped under water below lower
Rainbow Falls at around 4:15 p.m. on
Sunday, August 21. It was a “horrific
accident,” Lamba Najib, Ahmad’s sister, wrote in an e-mail to The Sheet.
She said she was at Rainbow Falls
with her younger sister and many
of their extended family when her
brother disappeared into the San Joaquin River. A Mono County Sheriff’s
press release stated that a second victim was suffering from hypothermia,
but was rescued by responders. “It
looks like there were about 20 family
members and friends there,” Said Bill
Ward, Public Information Officer for
the Madera County Sheriff’s Office.

Tragedy on June Lake
A small boat carrying five men
overturned in the choppy waters
of June Lake on Saturday, October
15. Two of the occupants of the
boat, 22-year old Caleb Crouch
and 22-year-old John Langston,
managed to swim to shore. The
other three men, 46-year-old Doug
Langston, 21-year-old Caleb Johnson, and 14-year-old Jacob Langston,
all disappeared into the water. None
of the men were wearing life jackets,
according to the Mono County Sheriff’s Office (MCSO).

And a near-miss ...
Man skis out of avalanche
Local resident Brett Lotz survived
a slab avalanche on the Carson Peak
line Pete’s Dream on Tuesday, March
8, managing to ski his way out of the
slide and suffering only a broken
ankle. Avalanche Forecaster Josh
Feinberg wrote that the avalanche
“swept [Lotz] off his feet, carried
him violently down the chute for
approximately 300-400 vertical feet,
smashed him into a diagonal rockwall (sic), breaking his ankle, before
he was able to fight his way back on
top of his skis and make it left out of
the avalanche to a zone of safety as
the avalanche continued down-slope
and over large cliffs.”

“There is no funding currently for a new Community Center.”
- Grady Dutton in February
“This is the number we got from the architects”
-Grady Dutton in December talking about the proposed $10.6
million ice rink/multi-use facility

A year in dysfunction
JLPUDysfunction
Former Mono County Supervisor Vikki Bauer petitioned to recall
June Lake Public Utility District
(JLPUD) Board Chair Patti Heinrich.
Bauer never said it was personal but
claimed Heinrich mismanaged the
district and chased off the previous
manager. Heinrich said it was nothing more than a smear campaign.
Ground zero appears to be when
Heinrich requested JLPUD employees begin paying into their own retirement plans. Previously the JLPUD
had paid $150,000 into the retirement
of five employees.
The recall pitted neighbor against
neighbor. Board member, former
JLPUD employee and long-time June
Lake local Larry Hughes said people
he has been friends with for decades
won’t say hi to him anymore. The

JLPUD Board meeting in January
was nearly shut down after a shouting match erupted over recording
minutes.
The petition possibly breached
Constitutional protections when
some residents claimed Pastor Ron
Tennant allegedly went looking
for voter signatures after a Sunday
service. Tennant said he brought the
petition to service at the behest of a
friend who never showed. Another
parishioner asked to look at and perhaps sign the petition. It was never
on a counter, Tennant said, and he
said he didn’t ask anyone to sign it.
One woman was so irritated by the
recall entering the sanctuary of the
church, she walked away in tears.
The petition failed to gain the
signatures it needed and, ultimately,
Heinrich lost her seat in November
while Bauer ran against her and won.

see HEADLINES, page 23
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Every Year in Review issue, The Sheet “celebrates,” or
rather “roasts,” the dubious accomplishments of a person
or persons who bungle their way into small-town notoriety. One thing we do know about the Eastern Sierra. It is a
magnet for embezzlers and poor spellers.

YEAR IN REVIEW

Deer-ly Beloved
On Wednesday, May 4, Dave Turner
and Tawny Thomas attempted to
rescue a deer that had fallen into
the Snowcreek reclamation ponds
(treated wastewater). After they
pulled the deer to shore with the help
of MLFD Fire Capt. Brent Salzmann,
Turner attempted to revive the deer
using mouth-to-snout resuscitation.
As Salzmann said later, “Obviously,
the last thing I wanted to do was go
in that water ... because I know what
that water is.”

What about it, Bob?
Mono County Clerk Bob Musil had
a tough year this year.
In March, his office sent out almost
2,000 misleading voter registration
cards (he tried to recycle old cards
with dated information to save
money. All it served to do was alarm
and perplex voters).
He followed this up in May by sending out ballots to voters which indicated there were three open seats for
the Mammoth Lakes Town Council
when in fact there were just two seats,
forcing the County to create special
ballots for the Council election.
Musil resigned his position a few
weeks ago.

Truax, Posey thwarted by
paperwork
Two of five announced candidates
for Mammoth Lakes Town Council
(Jeff Posey and Brent Truax) were
disqualified from being on the June
ballot because they did not collect
enough valid voter signatures on
their campaign petitions.
Posey decided to drop out of the
race. Truax ran as a write-in candidate but finished last.

A year in
embezzlements
Mammoth Outdoor Sports
Mono County Superior Court Judge
Stan Eller awarded a judgment to
Marmot Mountain, LLC on Wednesday, August 31 of over $45,000 in
payment from Mammoth Outdoor
Sports, stemming from Marmot and
Marker products sold to the Mammoth company, and which Marmot
never received payment for. Attorney
for the plaintiff, Stephen Kappos,
submitted eight pieces of evidence
to the Court (including credit applications, statements and personal
continuing guarantees) submitted by
Steve, Philip and Judy Hertzog, Own-

ers of Mammoth Outdoor Sports,
formerly known as Mammoth Value
Sports. “Vendors certainly have lost
money as far as I know, I mean dozens of them,” Kappos told The Sheet.
According to Mammoth Outdoor
Sports Store Manager Chop (aka
Chop), an IRS representative stopped
by the store in September to have a
meeting with Mr. Hertzog regarding
a payment program for back taxes
owed. Chop had to tell the crestfallen IRS agent that Hertzog left the
country (for Germany) after the July 4
weekend and hasn’t been heard from
since.
“We had a pretty good summer
considering that we can’t get any
new product,” said Chop, who noted
that every few days Sheriff’s deputies
stopped by to garnish what’s in the

till. On the days they didn’t come by,
Chop paid employees with whatever had been collected. As Chop
summed it up, “There was money.
now there’s not. And he’s gone.”

Dawndee Rossy
Dawndee Rossy and her husband,
Ken Rossy, were arrested in April 2013
while Dawndee was employed as a
supervisor at the Inyo County Welfare
Department. Rossy was pulling money out of ATMs using the Californiaissued Electronic Benefit Transaction
(EBT) cards of people she made up
with social security numbers she
had used, and cards that were made
at her office. She was facing 135
felony counts in August, but 45 were
dropped due to victims of identity
theft who did not testfy in court. The
final tally of embezzlements was
approximately $1.5 million. She was
ordered to report to Inyo County Jail
on August 29.

Tim DeWitt
Mammoth resident Timothy
Bryan DeWitt pled guilty on Monday,
August 1 to Felony Count 487, Theft
from an Employer, Mono County
Deputy District Attorney Brad Braaten told The Sheet. DeWitt, who was
accused of embezzling $29,000 from
his employers, Tom and Susan Addis
of the Rocky Mountain Chocolate
Factory, will be on formal felony probation for the next five years, Braaten
said, as well as serve six months in
the Mono County Jail in Bridgeport.
“Twenty -two days of the year never
got put into QuickBooks, including
Valentine’s Day, the Fourth of July,
and several days around Easter,” said
Susan Addis. “He kept no receipts, so
there was no way to know what was
spent out of that store.”

Sally Symons
On Monday, April 4, former CEO
of the Tri-County Fairgrounds Sally
Symons was sentenced to serve 270
days in the Inyo County Jail by Inyo
County Superior Judge Dean Stout on
one felony charge for misappropriation of public funds. The plea agreement also included restitution in the
amount of $9,860 (which Symons has
already paid) and 5 years probation
upon release from jail. As part of the
agreement, she will not be allowed to
handle any money for third parties
without permission of her probation
officer, enter onto the property of the
TriCounty Fairgrounds or hold future
public office.
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In Memory
John Vereuck (b. 1944): John

Vereuck was living proof that the
American Dream still exists.
John began his career at age twelve
in Southern California digging
ditches for Pete Armstrong Plumbing Company, where his father was
employed as a plumber.
In 1973, he bought the Glendalebased company with a partner.
After his “retirement,” he got into
property development.
He ended his career as the 7th largest taxpayer in Mono County and the
owner of a myriad of properties in
Mammoth Lakes.
According to daughter Dawn, he
often said in time of crisis, “you can
count your true friends on one hand.”
Dawn told him on numerous occasions, even when his health was failing, that “he was full of it;” in his case
he would need to use both hands,
borrow hands, and add some feet in
there too.

Herb Benham (b. 1925): Herb

Benham Jr., a larger than life (and not
just because he was a big guy) character who retired to Mammoth Lakes
in the late 1980s, passed away in June
following a bout with cancer. Benham
and wife Phyllis were married for 66
years.
Benham, the son of two school
teachers, was a World War II veteran
who was a combat interpreter (Japanese) and fought on Okinawa. As he
said during his 90th birthday celebration, “I was attached to a rifle platoon
whose job it was to clear out the caves
where Japanese soldiers were hiding.”
Post-war, Benham, whose first job
as a ten-year-old boy was picking up
tennis balls in exchange for tennis
lessons, attended the University of
Arizona on a tennis scholarship.
The year after graduation, he met
his wife Phyllis on a tennis court in
Santa Barbara (where he grew up).
They were married within six months
and then had six children over the
next nine years.
In 1954, Herb moved the family
to Bakersfield. Herb was a founding
partner of Berrenda Mesa Farms,
managing the ranching operations. At
the outset, it was nothing but rabbit
brush. It ultimately grew to 55,000
acres.

Shirley Rae Fendon (b. 1933):

Shirley Rae grew up in Bishop spending her childhood in and around
her parents’ business, the Kittie Lee
Inn and Copper Kettle restaurant
which is depicted today in a mural
on the south wall of Whiskey Creek
in Bishop. The Copper Kettle became
Whiskey Creek in the 1980s after Sam
Walker purchased the business.
Shirley Rae spent a great deal of
time playing in and around the house
and restaurant with her childhood
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The Eastside lost some true
blue residents in 2016, among
them pillars of the community,
local characters, and beloved
musicians. Glen Dawson lived
to 103, Mike Mairs was only 42.
Jack Winkler died at his home in
Mammoth, while Bryan Doi had
moved away. Below are a few of
those we remember this year.
friends, several of whom were Native American children from our local
Paiute Tribe. While Shirley loved all
people and had many friends, her
friendship with her Paiute “brothers
and sisters” continued throughout her
lifetime.
She married Jerry Fendon (Fendon’s
Furniture) in 1956. She was a local
fixture and tireless supporter of many
local causes and organizations.
One of Shirley’s favorite sayings was
“Be kind and sweet to all you meet. Be
honest and true and that will be you.”
That is how she will be remembered
by those who knew her well.

Gary Walker (b. 1955): Gary

Walker’s life ended abruptly on August
4, 2016 when he was struck by a vehicle on Main Street at Mountain Blvd.
in Mammoth Lakes.
Gary moved to Mammoth in 2004
after having raised two daughters. He
entertained in the Mammoth area,
playing the guitar and singing at local
gigs. He enjoyed doing volunteer work.
He was well-liked by the local community and by his fellow artisans at his
workplace. His hobbies included hiking, especially in Yosemite, and skiing,
and he had a deep love for nature and
animals. He was a creative autodidact
who enjoyed his work, playing sports
and keeping fit.

Darla Rae Howley (b. 1937):

Darla and her husband Fred retired to Mammoth Lakes more than
thirty years ago and are well-known
full-time residents of the community. Darla possessed a deep-seated
passion for the Sierra lifestyle. When
she wasn’t skiing, hiking or playing
golf, Darla was a dedicated parishioner and Eucharistic Minister at St.
Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church and
an active volunteer and supporter of
the Mammoth Lakes Hospital Auxiliary. She was particularly visible at the
Cast Off, where she was a staple.

Jack Winkler (b. 1933): Winkler
found Mammoth when he was stationed at China Lake during his service
with the U.S. Navy. “His first weekend
at China Lake, he joined the Ski Club,”
said son Kevin. “He caught a ride up
here, back in the days of the rope tow.”
Originally a mechanical engineer,
he ended up working as a lift operator,
and then as a ski patroller at Mammoth Mountain, and finally in real
estate before he retired.
In the late ‘70s and early ‘80s, Winkler’s sons were at the perfect age to
enjoy the Sierra with their outdoorsman father—they spent summers
rafting the Owens River and enjoying
backpacking trips to Garnet and Thousand Island Lakes. “We’d bring food for
three days and stay for five days,” said
Bret, fondly recalling how the fatherand-sons team would reel in the fish.
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“If the board is going to crucify me, let’s do it here and now.”
- Supervisor Tim Fesko to his fellow board
		
members during the RCRC controversy
Glen Dawson (b. 1913): Alpin-

ist and publisher Glen Dawson, who
completed the first ascent of the East
Face of Mount Whitney in 1931, died
on March 22 at the age of 103.
Dawson ended his climbing career
at a young age after a friend, Bill Rice,
died in the Grand Tetons. Dawson
went on to enjoy a storied career
at the bookshop his father, Ernest,
started in Los Angeles. Dawson was
instrumental in testifying as an expert
witness against Stephen Blumberg,
the infamous thief who stole over
18,000 rare books worth $5.3 million
in 1990, according to Harvard Magazine.
Dawson was a lifetime Sierra Club
member and received a Bronze Star
when he served in the Army’s 10th
Mountain Division during World War
II alongside David Brower, the first
Executive Director of the Sierra Club.

Bryan Doi (b. 1964): Bryan graduated from Southern California School
of Culinary Arts in 1997 and went on
to work as a cook until his death.
Doi renovated McCoy Station and
designed and completed the Paral-

lax Restaurant for Mammoth Mountain Ski Area. He was instrumental
in implementing 5 Boroughs Pizza,
Lulu’s, and reinvented the Alpenrose
Restaurant during its fine dining era.
He was also employed at Kittredge
Sports for many years.
Bryan loved powder days and spent
most of his Mammoth winters shredding the mountain and the backcountry.
In the summer, Bryan built fly
rods and sent adrift self-tied flies in
his favorite fishing holes around the
Eastern Sierra. He was an avid road
and mountain biker and catered many
road ride events.

Mike Mairs (b. 1974): Bishop
Police officer Mike Mairs was born
and raised in Independence. He
devoted more than a decade of his
life to public service, and served as
a volunteer firefighter, EMT and corrections officer before becoming a
full-time police officer.
The BPD retired both his call sign
and employee number.
see IN MEMORY, page 10
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continued from page 9

Steve Murphy (b. 1945): Steve
Murphy, a man of legendary generosity, a fixture at Mammoth Lakes Jazz
and the longtime property manager
at Mammoth West, died on Friday,
December 2 at his home in Bishop
after a bout with cancer.
Starting in 1978, the Murphys
managed Mammoth West for the
next 34 years.
As local real estate broker Stacey
Bardfield said, “People adored him
at Mammoth West.” He listed and
sold Mammoth West units, and
then got his contractor’s license and
remodeled many condos in Mammoth.
Greg Newbry worked for Murphy
for 25 years at Jazz, helping wrangle
a crew of sixty volunteers at the
Wood Site, many of whom were not
from Mammoth but would specifically come up to volunteer under
Murphy for Jazz weekend.
“I used to call him Dr. Murphy. He
had a knack for achieving miracles,”
said Newbry. “And he was a lot of fun
to be around.”
Earl Henderson (b. 1948): Earl,
said sister Debbie, always lived by
this motto: “Complaints don’t get
you anywhere. Solutions are what
get you places.” Ever the problem
solver, particularly when it came to
water issues and water conservation,
Henderson, who sat on the Board of
Directors for the Mammoth Community Water District for 12 years,
died in December of complications
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from ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease). He
was 68. Henderson was born February 8, 1948 in Hawthorne, Calif. He
grew up primarily in the Whittier
area as well as Bakersfield, where he
graduated high school.
Wife Patty has asked if you would
like to honor Earl, please consider a
donation to either of the following
organizations: AugiesQuest funds research and the ALS Nevada Chapter
supports research and provides assistance to patients and their families. Donations can be made online
at www.AugiesQuest.com or www.
Webnv.alsa.org.

George Shirk (b. 1952): Writer,
father and friend, George Shirk
died of a heart attack on Thursday,
December 8. The 64-year old had
officially retired after approximately
six years with the Mammoth Times,
but couldn’t pull himself away from
the keyboard and was still contributing up until his passing. George is
survived by his son, Richard Shirk
of Oakland, daughter Kate Gandee,
of Delaware, Ohio, Jean Shirk, of
Oakland, grandchildren Matthew,
Jonathan, and Patrick Gandee and
former wife Dr. Becky Graham. The
Mammoth and Eastside community is invited to celebrate George’s
Big Life on Saturday February 4 at 5
p.m. in the Grizzly Room at Canyon
Lodge.
Steven Osterman (b. 1947):
Long time local fly fishing guide

“The dirty little secret is the TBID is essentially
paying for the Mammoth Airport settlement.”

- Paul Oster
“I just want to say that not only is MUF a derogatory term for a
woman’s anatomy, but it also means a bungled attempt.”

-Cleland Hoff
Steven Osterman died at age 69 of a
heart attack on December 18.
Osterman owned Performance
Guide Service and was instrumental
in establishing the Eastern Sierra
Fishing Guides Association in 2009.
At the time of his death, Osterman
served as Director at Large for that
organization. Michael Schweit,
President of the Southwest Council
of The International Federation of
Fly Fishers, called Osterman “tenacious” in his advocacy for the places
and things he believed in.
Born in Whittier, California in
1947, Osterman first moved to Mammoth Lakes in 1980. In 1989, he met
his wife Roxanne, while they were
both working in the telephone industry. They finally met in person in
a CPR class, where they realized they
had been talking over the phone
for weeks. According to Roxanne,
“It was the third marriage for both
of us, and I had my kids and he had
his two kids, but the third time was
the charm.” The couple moved to

Mammoth Lakes full time in 1990.
“He wasn’t real extravagant,” said
Roxanne of her husband. “He made
all his own flies and he was into guns
also… He was his own person, that’s
for sure, but he would do anything
for me.”
Osterman is survived by his wife,
Roxanne Osterman, his sister Lynne
Osterman, his son Christopher, his
daughter Carrie Albright, and his
grandchildren, Savannah, Benjamin,
and Jordan.
Fred Rowe, former owner and
partner at The Troutfitter in Mammoth Lakes, said “He’s the kind of
guy that would without a doubt do
anything he could to help you out...
If you were broken down on the side
of the road, if you needed anything,
you could count on Steve.”
There will be a celebration of Steven Osterman’s life on April 22, just
in time for opening day of trout season in Mono County, at Hot Creek
Ranch, at 10 a.m.

28% CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
28% WINTER APPAREL & BOGNER
OFF

OFF
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Never short of world-class
athletes, the Eastside was
represented in Games
worldwide, and some of the
world’s best came here to train.
Locally, John Morris is building
a dynasty with his MHS Girls
Volleyball program.
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BUMP, SET, SPIKE IT!

EGAN HITS THE SHOWERS
Mammoth Huskies, left to right: Kendall Lach, Syd Willingham, Anna Gruber,
McKenna Smith, Audrey Sandvigen, Mallory Podosin, Hayley Moss, Caitlin Young,
Katherine Brown, Cameron Lum, Cary Walker, Zenya Simeon, Morgan Sanders,
Allie Williams, Ella Thompson. The Mammoth Huskies Volleyball team had an
outstanding league season this year. The JV Huskies posted a perfect 6-0 record in
Desert Mountain League play. The Varsity squad ended with a 9-1 record, 24-72 overall, and 1st place in the Desert Mountain League, the first outright league
championship in over 20 years.

TRYING TO CATCH UP WITH MEB

“The only difference between champ and chump is you,” is a favorite saying by one
of the community’s and Bishop High School’s champions, Bill Egan, varsity football coach and teacher. Egan announced his retirement after more than 15 years
of dedication and hard work, but will continue as a teacher. Egan is finishing his
coaching career at Bishop High School (BHS) with a 114-64 record. BHS Broncos
have competed in California Interscholastic Football (CIF) playoff games in all 15
years under Egan, including a CIF Championship in 2010. Egan worked countless
hours and was known for his dedication and work ethic.
After the pre-game dinner for the 2010 Championship game, he and assistant
coach TC were walking back to the school, and people were coming out of their
houses to wish the two and the team luck. “These are people we’ve never met before, or who have probably never been to a game,” TC said. “It gave me chills.”

T

he Sheet’s own Sarah Rea took
the ride of her life in August,
interviewing Olympic marathon
champion Mebrahtom “Meb” Keflezighi from her bike while he ran.
“It always amazes me that I’m so
much slower on a bike than he is running,” said Sara Chavez, Meb’s pacer,
as they chased Meb around the tricky
sections of the trail on the backside of
Horseshoe. Rea said her heart “jackhammered in my chest while I pedaled
uphill” while Meb conversed.
The Eritrean-born Meb was train-

ing for the Olympic Games in Rio in
August. At 41, he’s the oldest Olympic
runner to ever compete in the Games.
Meb made headlines after he won the
2014 Boston Marathon, the first American to do so in 31 years.
Meb, who moved to the United
States from Eritrea in 1987. National
Track and Field Hall of Fame Coach
Bob Larsen recruited Meb to UCLA
in 1994 from San Diego High School
and then coaxed him to Mammoth to
train in 2001, after which he set the
U.S. record for the 10,000 meter run
at Stanford University, finishing in
27:13.98. “After that,” said Larsen, “The
running world became aware of Mammoth Lakes.”
This was Meb’s last Olympics, he
said, although he has said that before.
When Rea asked him who he thought
was his biggest competition, he replied, “A bunch of Kenyans!”
In a sport that revolves around the
individual, he says, it’s in large part
the hard work of “Team Mammoth,”
that has prepared him for the third
Olympics of his storied running career.
“Even for a man who has run 105,000
miles around the world,” Meb says,
“it’s my first time in Rio.”
Later Rea relaxed with some amateur
fishing with Meb’s daughter, 8-year-old
Fiyori.
In September, Larsen’s protege
Robert Lusitana premiered a film,
“City Slickers Can’t Stay With Me,”
about Larsen, who “brought American
distance running to a competitive level
again.”

Mebrahtom “Meb” Keflezighi after
winning the Boston Marathon in 2014.
Behind is coach Bob Larsen.
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The Sheet is eternally grateful
for all the folks who brave the
public arena. Without them, the
Eastside would be a pretty dull
place.

commentary
The 2016 Presidential Election, to
put it mildly, really pissed people off.
Knowing people were pissed off, The
Sheet decided to press a few more buttons by running this opinion piece by
Harold Hartley.
From Hartley’s “Orange is the New
Black,” November 12 column.
“Skip Bayless just won the presidential election. Why Skip Bayless?
Because, like Trump, he doesn’t believe half the sh&$ that comes out of
his mouth. He says it for shock value.
And he is smart enough to know it
doesn’t matter how ignorant and over
the top you are. If you find a hate
topic, you can always rile up your
inbred audience. Don’t understand
why folks are shocked by Trump’s victory. Anyone who doesn’t know how
he won is out of touch with human
nature: the voters who put him over
the top are more worried about what
everyone else is doing than what they
themselves are doing. There were legitimate voters for Trump so we won’t
focus on them too much. The legitimate voters were the people that have
a lot of money and wanted to keep it.
There was also the natural ebb and
flow of things. The same party had
8 years in office. That is always an
issue and some folks in the middle
who don’t claim a party just look for
change and the imperial nature of the
Clintons just put them off.
Knocked over the imperial Bushes
in the primary and the imperial Clintons in the general.
But back to the mouthbreathers
who voted for Trump. The main reason is simple: the world is changing
around them and they don’t like it.
The self-proclaimed disenfranchised
white folks who don’t like anything
that isn’t the same as their Daddy told
them it should be. They don’t like gay
marriage or gays in the military. They
don’t like the fear of knowing there
is terrorism and the internet. They
do like their free internet porn but

won’t admit it. They want people to
be God-fearing and churchgoing even
though they haven’t been to church
themselves in 20 years.
Meanwhile, the youngsters that are
just bigots and sexists yelling Make
America Great Again don’t even know
what it means. The world is evolving,
things are changing and that’s for the
better. But the Make America Great
Again folks think Trump is going to
roll back rights for gays and deport
everyone with skin a darker shade
… interesting considering Trump
spends a lot of time trying to make
his skin darker. Orange indeed is the
new black.
I grew up in the south and I know
there is still so much hatred in this
country and so much resistance to
change. The people whining about
the good old days forget how bad
things were in the good old days.
They want to Make America Great
again while they use their newfangled Facebook and internet and
smart phones…People are surprised
women voted for him. Why? Women
make bad choices and are in bad relationships all the time. He is no different from 80 percent of the men they
interact with every day. Meanwhile,
she is VERY different from virtually all
the women they interact with every
day. Think about it.
A lot of voters thought Trump
believed what he was saying. Hardly.
Trump knows good and well you can’t
build a wall at the Mexican border. He
meant it metaphorically but when he
said it, the dummies took it literally.
They imagine a big wall…built over
tunnels that bring more people and
drugs to the U.S. than anyone can
imagine. Trump knows he isn’t going
to balance the budget and run the
government like a business. Republicans historically like writing stimulus
checks and saving rich people money.
If you hated Obama’s stimulus package, wait’ll you see Trump’s. The

see HARTLEY, page 13
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continued from page 12
deficits he’ll run up in the next four
years will be mind-boggling.
Trump incited the crazies because
that was the path to victory.
The biggest issue I have with the
core of Trump’s supporters is that they
seemed to focus their energy on the
wrong emotion. They HATE OTHER
PEOPLE more than they LOVE THEMSELVES. Think about it. Trump isn’t
one of THEM. Trump hates POOR
PEOPLE. I don’t think Trump hates
minorities; he hates POOR PEOPLE.
His business nature should tell you
that. These folks aren’t going to benefit
from Trump’s policies. Rich people (i.e.
his friends and colleagues) are. And
the people that vote for him despite
the things he says about women and
poor people focus their energy on how
much they hate immigrants, women
and minorities MORE than they focus
on what is better for themselves. It
drove his campaign. If you care more
about controlling other people than
taking care of your own business, you
are always going to be a loser.
A few years from now these people
will be pissed at Trump and saying HE
LIED when they realize the world is
still changing. They will be mad when
they realize they are still unemployed,
not because of minorities and immigrants taking their jobs, but because
they like to drink whiskey at 9 am on a
Tuesday, don’t want to shave that awful beard they claim is their personality and don’t get past 9th grade. I hear
all the time how we lose jobs to immigrants and illegal aliens. I have worked
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at my company for 15 years and have
interviewed hundreds of people and
I can assure you no immigrants or
illegal aliens have stolen a job from a
deserving American there. The wild is
over. Take the gun off your hip and go
to school. Get an education and get a
job. How many of these mouthbreathers wants to spend 15 hours a day
picking tomatoes? Not a one.
I made a joke before the election
even started that I was going to buy
stock in companies that do cement
and rebar. I could see the swell building. Trump will shock his inbreds. He
will probably build a casino on the
border which is half inside the country
and half in Mexico so he can use the
illegal workers LEGALLY.
To me it is funny because I know
Trump is just the branded name of the
roach-ridden motel Congress operates. And they’ll just tell him. “Sit back
and let us run things.”
We can’t bomb every country with
Muslims. We can’t deport everyone in
the country. We can’t repeal everything
FDR ever did. The country will keep
on rolling like it always does. I always
vote knowing the President doesn’t
affect me as much as the local officials
and initiatives.
The Presidential election is two battling sectors of the population cheering on a football game and bragging
they are going to change the world.
Make America Great Again. Again? My
America has been pretty great most
of my life. The ones that don’t believe
that…are lazy asses with no account-

All Smoking & use of E-cigarettes
are prohibited in common areas of
condos & apartments indoors and
out by Town ordinance.
( O r d. No. 14-04 )
Many Home Owners Associations
have a policy which prohibits
smoking in all units, on the decks,
& 20-50 ft. away from buildings.

“God forbid someone gets sick, evidently that’s not allowed.”
-Angelle Nolan, Animal Control Officer

ability, no drive and no ambition.
You can sit back and hope someone
else does things for you or you can
MAKE YOUR OWN LIFE GREAT.
Hartley’s column elicited the following response from former subscriber
Bob Thacker.

Keep the Change, Jack
Dear Mr. Lunch,
Over the years I have tolerated a lot
of drivel that passes for political commentary in your “adjudicated paper of
general circulation,” but with the publication of the post-election column by
Harold Hartley, whoever or whatever
that is, your publication has crossed a
line.
His essay in your November 12 edition is mostly just stupid. But from “...
back to the mouthbreathers who voted
for Trump” to the end of the piece, he
spews the same condescending, insulting, disrespectful vitriol (“hate speech”,
really) that Hillary Clinton famously
let slip in her “basket of deplorables”
remark.

I see elsewhere in the same edition
that 1,989 voters in Mono County
voted for Trump/Pence (44%). You
don’t understand that nearly half of
your voting community would rightly
be offended by what you print from
Hartley? That’s ok. HRC didn’t get it
either.
Don’t hand me that bit about
freedom of speech and the free press.
Hartley is free to put his trash anywhere he can sell it or give it away.
But you as the publisher of The Sheet
should have the good judgement not
to put it in what is taken to be a community paper in a small town. With
freedom comes responsibility. If you
are not ashamed you should be at least
embarrassed. Probably not.
I pay you to mail The Sheet to my
home in Dana Point. In the future I
will pick it up at Giovanni’s where it is
available at a fair price.
Please cancel my subscription immediately, do not send future editions,
and you can keep the change, Jack.
Bob Thacker

Dana Point

“Many owners
are adamant
non-smokers.”

100% of rental agencies and Mammoth Lakes Affordable Housing
complexes prohibit smoking in
units.
( 2 015 Mono Co. Public Health Manager Surveys )
( 2 015 Mono Co. Public Health Manager Surveys )

Summer 2015:
60 /105 managers
(57%) reported that
all units at their
complex are
designated 100%
smoke-free within
units.
“Our whole property
is smoke-free.”
“When we have to clean
up butts, tenants hear
about it”.

Make a smoke free policy for your complex. We can help.
Mono Co. Public Health Dept. at 760-924-1830.
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SEARCHING FOR THE DECODER RING
We were on a top secret mission. I
say “were” because I’m about to tell
you what it was, which no longer
makes it top secret.
The mission was to break into the
Town offices and find the decoder ring
to the Hart-Howerton downtown plan.
Once we had the plan decoded, we
would then seek community buy-in
and begin the process of implementation which involved creating “sideboards” and identifying “deliverables.”
It was a dangerous mission, to be sure.
We tried calling former Town Manager Triple M, Marianna Marysheva
Martinez, because she was Russian
and naturally inclined to know things
about spying. Predictably, Triple M denied any knowledge of a decoder ring.
She said towns with Triple B credit
ratings can’t afford decoder rings.
Because she was Russian, we had to
respect her, just as Trump respects Putin. Because she was a native Russian,
however, we also feared that perhaps
she was a double agent operative for
the Preparation Double H plan and
had imminent plans to invade Tavern
Road and create a recreational technology hub that would affectionately
be called The Snow Den.
We figured it would be as difficult to
break into the Town offices as it would
be to deflate a football before a league
championship game. We suspected
that as soon as we broke into the offices, silent alarms would go off, alerting the police.
Then we relaxed. There are no police
between 2 and 6 a.m.
When we got to the offices, it was
dark and quiet. You could’ve heard
a pin drop if there were any pins
to drop, but no one sews anymore.
Thank the Chinese for that.
We can also thank the Chinese for
all their cool zodiac symbols, although
it’s disconcerting that the symbol
never changes around here. It always
seems to be The Year of the Sheep.
We crept inside and followed the
trail of McDonald’s wrappers to what
we assumed was Town Manager Dan
Holler’s office. Holler’s a smart guy.
He plans ahead. Once he caught wind
of McDonald’s closing he bought
a month’s supply of Happy Meals.
They’ve remained remarkably fresh.
Better yet, inside the Happy Meals
were the decoder rings! They confirmed what we knew to be true. Buyin is more than emotional. It’s not like
The Sheet’s sentimental own Sarah
Rea, marrying for love. How quaint!
Nope, when you buy-in to Preparation Double H, you discover no one’s
gonna soothe your ass for free. You
gotta pay for that stuff. A whole lot
went into product development and
those scientists and Pfizer executives
don’t work for free.
Of course, they don’t test the product on themselves, either. Well, they
don’t test most product. They make an
exception for the little blue pills.
Just then, the door slammed behind
us. 99 and I were trapped.
“Hold it!” said the voice.
“I will,” I said. I didn’t want to drop
the cheeseburger I’d borrowed.
“Who do you work for?” asked the
voice.
“The taxpayer,” I said. He laughed.
“No one works for the taxpayer. Again,
who do you work for?” I decided to
play along.
“Mark Zuckerberg.”

/from The Sheet Sept. 24/

“Of course you do,” said the voice.
He finally turned on the light. It was
John Wentworth, and he was in no
mood for games.
“Okay,” he said, “Stand still while I
sideboard you.”
“Excuse me.”
“It’s the new version of waterboarding, but far more uncomfortable.”
“You’re gonna stack furniture on top
of us?” asked 99.
“Worse,” said Wentworth. “I’m going
to stuff you with so much meaningless political lingo that you’ll beg for
mercy.”
“Makes me miss Rick Wood.”
“See! You’re begging already.”
“May I ask what the heck you’re talking about when you talk about ‘sideboards?’”
“Sideboards are just like parameters,
but half the syllables,” said Wentworth.
“You know,” he continued, “you’ve got
the sideboards, and then, once you
have those, you can talk about what’s
inside the box.”
“But you have to think outside the
box in order to create sideboards for
the box?”
“Exactly. If you build the box from
the inside, you’ll trap yourself. And it
will be very dark,” said Wentworth.
There was a pause. I thought the
sideboarding was over. It wasn’t.
“We’ve got to look at this Double H
thing holistically,” said Wentworth.
“After all, no one likes to settle for just
half a doughnut. And a half doughnut
wouldn’t be holistic, because there
wouldn’t be a hole.”
Wentworth continued, “Okay, listen.
In order to do what we’d like to do
downtown, we’ve got to hide what
we’re doing from the anti-doers.”
“But if you do something, won’t the
anti-doers notice it being done?” I
asked.
“We’re hoping they won’t notice any
doing. If they do notice, we hope they
don’t do anything about it.”
“What happens if you don’t do.
What’ll you do then?”
“If we don’t do, we’re in deep doodoo,” said Wentworth.
“So how do you pay for the ‘do’ so
you can stay out of the doo-doo?”
“Well, think about when you were
a teenager and you were raiding your
parents’ liquor cabinet. You could do it
one of two ways. You could either pour
just a wee bit out of each bottle so
there wouldn’t be a noticeable amount
missing from any particular bottle. Or
you could just take a whole bottle and
prey upon their horrible short-term
memories.”
*** “Okay, so we’ll take a little bit
from each. So the policy we’re going to
pursue is something called ‘tax-increment financing’. How it works is every
time there’s a small increase in tax
revenue, you take that small increase
and you set it aside in a separate slush
fund that you use for other purposes—
because you know that if you give it
to the government, they’ll waste it on
salaries and deluxe office space and
Keurig coffeemakers.”
“So, your true objective in this is to
hide money from yourself, because
if you didn’t hide it, you’d spend it on
Happy Meals and decoder rings and
the Wheel of Fortune machine at the
Paiute Palace?”
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GREGORY REVEALS SIERRA STAR PLAN
By Lunch
At the start of the year, MMSA CEO
Rusty Gregory discussed the possibility
of closing Sierra Star golf course and
repurposing the property.
Gregory said the course loses
between $300,000 to $500,000 annually.
While Gregory remained mum
about the course’s fate for months,
rumors and agitation grew, giving The
Sheet the perfect opportujnity to write
an April Fool’s satire about it.
The course indeed opened last summer and it appears that the issue has
been dropped.

M

ammoth Resorts CEO Rusty
Gregory unveiled redevelopment plans this week for
Sierra Star Golf Course.
He had announced plans earlier
this year to close Sierra Star for good
because it loses money.
As he told The Sheet, “It’s time for
Mammoth to stop catering to rich, fat,
aging, white guys like me and get out
of the golf business. We need to cater
to a younger generation of one-percenters.”
“We’ve got 120 acres sitting right
there in the middle of town that’s losing money,” he continued. “As far as I
am concerned, grass is for smoking,
not for golfing.”
This statement was welcomed by
both local medical marijuana dispensaries.
“I’m happy to hear that Rusty has

finally embraced what we all know to
be true—that you can’t be a true family
resort without properly medicating
dads,” said a Green Mammoth spokesman. “If Dad’s not chill, there ain’t no
thrill, and you can’t be chill if you’re
paying those lift ticket prices compos
mentis if you know what I mean.”
Gregory said the consulting firm he
hired, Hartless Howerton, determined
that a golf course does not represent
the “highest, best use” for the property
and has made plans for alternative
uses of the space.
Gregory said the consulting firm,
which was paid a rumored $425,000 by
Mammoth Resorts, reached its conclusion independently.
Hartless believes that the current
golf course is situated perfectly to
become the true center of Mammoth.
And what does the true center of
every town have? “A castle!” exclaimed
Gregory. “We’re in talks with Disney
to make it a replica of the Disneyland
castle, except this castle will be livable.
And we’ll populate it with Mammoth
characters. We’ll have Woolly, Bucky,
and the three most attractive female
lifties as voted by MVP passholders!
Guests will be able to bid to rent the
castle out—characters included.”
Sheet: Umm, this kinda sounds like
you’re catering to rich, fat, aging, white
guys.
Gregory (ignoring comment): Fanning out from the castle we will build
the finest mall in Mammoth Lakes,
featuring a slew of unique shopping

experiences. We already have commitments from Van Heusen, Polo, Coach,
First Street Leather, Munchkins, Color
Me Mine and Gallerie Barjur. As for
fine cuisine, we’ll have Hennessey’s
Tavern and Quizno’s. And to make sure
the mall has the pulse of the community, we’ll move the Fifty Center there,
too!
But here’s what will really set this
mall apart. It will be the poster child
for environmental sustainability ...
Sheet: No parking?
Gregory: Exactly! You’ve got to force
people out of their cars and get them
onto public transportation. But that’s
where we come in—elevating the
public transportation experience!
Those who own brand new luxury
homes situated nearby will be able to
access Woolly’s Castle via newly built
and covered moving sidewalks that will
ensure our residents can easily get to
and from their shopping experience.
Sheet: How does the installation of a
moving sidewalk square with environmental sustainability?
Gregory: For one, it will replace fairway sod, saving on water and electricity costs …
Public reaction to the proposal has
been mixed. Mammoth Town Council
write-in candidate Joe Parrino said he
is in support of the project because
Gregory assured him the moving sidewalk would be dangerous and that he
would allow Parrino to jump the castle
on his dirt bike during the opening

ribbon-cutting ceremony.
Sheet: Do you think jumping the
castle will be any more dangerous
than sitting on the deck at Tallus while
someone drives a golf ball off the 10th
tee?
Parrino: I don’t measure danger by
degrees.
Others, such as current Councilman
John Wentworth, said they need to see
“more deliverables” and recommend
another two consulting firms be hired
to review Hartless-Howerton’s work.
Sheet: What do you mean by more
deliverables?
Wentworth: Within the project
framework, the Mountain’s going to
have to deliver more to garner community buy-in. That’s where a visioning process, more consultants, focus
groups, aerial mapping and Burning
Man comes in.
Sheet: Burning Man?
Wentworth: We need to explore this
grass-smoking idea on a truly macro
scale.
Sheet: Is there any particular deliverable you can name right off the bat
without confusing me with adjectives
and caveats?
Wentworth: Yes. Chuck E. Cheese.
Gregory’s full plan will be delivered
to Mammoth’s Planning and Economic
Development Commission. For a full
copy of the plan, please visit www.
aprilfools.net.

/from The Sheet April 2/
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Footloose and fancy free

Footloose Sports has been a staple
in Mammoth Lakes for over 30 years.
The trifecta of Andrea and Tony
Colasardo and Corty Lawrence has
led the business since the mid-80s.
According to Lawrence, it’s the quality
of service provided by employees that
has allowed Footloose Sports to be so
successful.
As parents, both the Colasardos and
Lawrence said they hoped their children would someday lead the business
they started. “I’d bring my son Zack in
when he was still in a car seat. He and
Michael really grew up in the store,”
said Lawrence. Zack returned to Mammoth after college to work with his
Dad, but recently relocated to Durango, CO with his wife and family.
Corty told The Sheet he was proud
of his son, but that he was sad to see
him leave. “That was really a wonderful time. He was a natural, and I had
really hoped he would be the person I
could pass my role along to someday. I
still haven’t really found that person.”
Michael Colasardo, son of Tony and
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On the Eastside, there is a
constant desire of current
businesses to evolve and
reinvent themselves while new
business brings new life ... that
said, who doesn’t miss pie at
Rock Creek?

Andrea, is back in town and says he’s
here to stay. Michael told The Sheet
there was never any doubt in his
mind that he wanted to come back
to Mammoth Lakes and work for the
family business. “When I was eighteen
though, I had to leave. The world is
not just Mammoth.”

Michael and Samantha Colasardo.

Happy birthday, Mobil

The home of Whoa Nellie Deli and
live music with a view in the summer, The Tioga Gas Mart (also known
as “The Mobil”) turned 20 this year.
Owners Dennis Domaille and his
daughter, Denise Domaille Molnar,

Denise Domaille Molnar and Dennis Domaille at The Mobil Mart.
sat down with The Sheet to discuss the Matt Toomey helped start the now
humble beginnings and success of the famous deli. They borrowed a meat
slicer from Ian Algeroen at Skadi. “I
Mart.
remember we had a little Barnum and
Though Domaille opened the gas
Bailey’s cookie jar that we sold shirts
station in 1996, the place was 30 years
in the making. He had his pick of three out of,” said Denise. They were 3 for
$10 and designed by Ed Schuyler from
lots that he and two other friends had
Designs Unlimited. They sold them
bought in an estate sale. The 68-acre
out by the original front entrance,
property was “a piece of sage brush
which was the turnout off of Highway
with no water and and a business
120 coming down from Tioga Pass.
community that didn’t want it here.”
“That’s why we called it the ‘Whoa
he said, but “I could see a highway,
Nellie Deli,’” said Denise, “because
I could see phone lines, I could see
people would slam on their brakes
power lines. So it had the greatest
when they saw it.”
potential.”
The Sheet asked Dennis if the
Domaille he decided to do was build
panoramic view had anything to do
a 120 room lodge equipped with a gas
with why he chose to put his future
station, “To make a long story short,
the gas station has turned out to be in- in that 68 acres of sagebrush so long
ago. “Well,” he said with a smile, “you
credibly successful… I had my hands
full right here, I had a job for my kids,
couldn’t come on this property and
and it’s been a great family business.”
not notice the view.”
The week they opened in 1996, local

see BUSINESS, page 17
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BUSINESS
continued from page 16

Give me liberty, or give me fish
juice (or both)
The idea is that of a colonial tavern.
A community gathering spot. Where
a person, says co-owner Mike Coco,
“can have a few beers and solve the
problems of the world—at least for
an evening.” Coco, along with fellow
owner Joe Hannigan, implemented
that idea in the creation of the Liberty
Bar and Grill, which they opened in
the former spot occupied by Perry’s
Café in the Mammoth Outlet Mall just
down the street from A-Frame Liquor
and across the street from Motel 6.
So how did these Philly boys meet?
On the hockey rink, of course. As Joe
recalls, Coco was wearing a Flyers jersey at a pick-up game one night at the
Mammoth rink and the two compared
notes. Coco, the longtime owner of
Thai’d Up, says of Hannigan, “I trust
him more because I know the area
code.” Their friendship was cemented
over Sunday morning NHL playoff
games at the Coco residence.
Coco says that yeah, it’s a sports bar.
You’re always going to be able to get
your wings and a beer. But you can
also get a nice Oregon pinot and an
entree, too.
With John’s Pizza and the Outlaw
Saloon just down the street, Main
Street has become a late night hub of
sorts. The Liberty has taken a role as
a bit of a service industry wind-down
watering hole.

For sale: A little slice of heaven

The Pie that ate the Sky

This summer, Carmen and Richard
Ernst celebrated their twentieth year
of owning and operating Saddlebag
Lake Resort, and the couple recently
announced that their business is for
sale. “It’s not that we want to leave, but
with our health and age, it’s time to
slow down,” Carmen told The Sheet.
Richard operates the Boat Taxi and
Fishing Guide Service, while Carmen
operates the Café and General Store.
The facility has no phone, and was
outfitted with a propane generator
about ten years ago. “It is incredibly
rustic and humble, and we want it to
stay that way,” said Carmen.
Carmen has been grooming her
great niece Amy McCashem to make
her famous pies since Amy asked her
to teach her everything she knew at
age 14. “You’ve got to love the place,”
said Richard. “Over the last twenty
years, we’ve built up a clientele that
comes back again and again. It’s just
one of those places people keep returning to.”

There is no more Pie in the Sky.
The Rock Creek Lakes Resort is still
open,there’s just no more pie. Some
people didn’t know there was anything
else up there.
People would come up for the pie,
just the pie, and would write a bad
Yelp review if they didn’t get it, according to one resort employee.
The pies went from novelty item to
curse after several Sunset Magazine
articles and then social media got
ahold of some slices and the dessert
went viral, said baker, pie lady and
resort co-owner Sue King.
The pie had become larger than life,
outgrowing the tiny century-old building located next to Rock Creek Lake.
The pie was eating the resort.
King called it a “hostile takeover.”
For the past decade though, King
was working 14 hours a day, and baking up to 40 pies, with only six at a
time coming from small ovens. That’s
more than 3,000 pies a season from
June 1 to Columbus Day.
“We want people to come up here
for the right reasons,” King said of the
change. “This is a beautiful place and
it’s a lot more than what comes out of
our kitchen.”

Amy McCashem, Carmen and Richard
Ernst at Saddlebag Lake Resort.

Josefine Wing and Jessie Kriessler of The
Nest Collective.

A “Nest” of culture

While there is no shortage of inspiration in the Eastern Sierra, a common
lament among creative types is its lack
of culture—local artists and entrepreneurs Josefine Wing and Jesse Kriessler
are taking steps to change that with
their new shop and “creative hub,” The
Nest Collective.
Located on Laurel Mountain Rd.,
The Nest is a minimalist, industriallooking space with large windows,
shelves of Mammoth-made handicrafts and prints adorning the walls.
The owners of The Nest think
Mammoth can have both nature and
culture. “I developed my art in this
town,” Kriessler said. “Now I can show
people all the inspiration I found from
this place.”
“We want to make this a hub for
creativity,” says Wing.
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THE YEAR IN SURVEYS
The Sheet asked locals about town if they could name the four candidates running for Mammoth Town Council for three weeks’ worth of issues. The
Sheet finally got a winner on May 21. Below are our best responses.

Can you name all four candidates in the running for Mammoth Town Council?

By Rea

“Hoff. Brett Trufax (sic)? Somebody who likes politics. Fesko.
I know Posey didn’t get his signatures.”
			
				
- Tracy Taylor

“Oh really? Oh no. Can I call a friend? I should know this. My
grandparents go to these things all the time. Matthew Lehman?
John Peters? Is Colin one?”
		
		
- Brittany Fiebiger

“I’m not registered to vote here. It’s the same Town
Council that was here 35 years ago. The only difference is their
faces.”
		
- John Cano

“Let’s see... There’s Jennifer. And then there’s
Jen-en-en-enifer”
			

“I don’t even know one. I really don’t pay much attention
because nothing gets done anyway.”
			
			
- Darryl Frazer

“Brent Truax, Cleland Hoff, Jennifer Burrows,
Bill Sauser!”
			
- Katy Grans Drake, who won a gift certificate to Giovanni’s.

- Luke Lydiard

Drive a $400,000 Ride
Option #1—Lamborghini
Sign the papers for
$399,500, plus tax
and license then
buckle your seatbelt
for 60 monthly payments of $7,200

Option #2—ESTA Bus
Join the ESTA Team as a professional driver (training provided
if needed) and earn $15+ per hour piloting this $405,000
beauty. Ski pass benefit and commute assistance from
Bishop included.

Call Eastern Sierra Transit at 760.924.3184
or check out our website www.estransit.com
to learn more about Option #2
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NO CLASS-IFIEDS
Help Wanted

Sierra Employment Services, Inc is
hiring for the following positions
Appliance Tech-B $DOE
Counter Sales-M $13-$15/hr
Customer Service Rep-M $11/hr
Sandwich Maker-M $11-$12/hr
General Laborers -B,M $13-$18/hr
Housekeepers B,M $13-$18/hr
Spa Maintenance-M $DOE
Call 760.924.0523 or 760.873.8599
See our full job list online
www.SierraEmployment.com
Accountant or full charge bookkeeper
needed for growing practice. Competitive pay, medical insurance, 401(k), profit
sharing, flex time. Send resume via email
to butnerhoa@gmail.com or Fax resume to
760.934.5336.
Work With The Best. Footloose Sports,
nationally recognized as a top 60 retailer,
is hiring for the upcoming season. We are
seeking a staff who work as hard as they
play. We’re looking for responsible individu
als, passionate about winter sports, and
motivated to provide the best in customer
service. We have full and part-time positions open in our sales, rental and ski
repair departments. We are offering great
pay DOE, discounts and flexible hours, in
progressive work enviroment. Call us at
760.934.2400. Go to our website at www.
footloosesports.com or e-mail your resume to footloose@footloosesports.com to
schedule an interview.
Full Time and Part Time Baker for
Hire at Stellar Brew. On the job training is
provided, but you must have some knowledge of baking, no professional experience is necessary. Competitive pay,fun
atmosphere, flexible hours! Please email
us at stellarbrew@gmail.com or drop a
resume off at Stellar Brew on Main Street.

Help Wanted

The Town of Mammoth Lakes is looking
for a Temporary Snow Removal Operator.
Full-time hours for the winter season,
Class B required. Visit www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov for more information.
The Town of Mammoth Lakes is seeking bids and proposals from qualified
individuals or firms who can assist with
the development of a logo and brand
image to be used on print collateral and
digital media, related to its efforts regarding broadband recognition and outreach.
The logo and brand we are seeking to
have created should incorporate the
concepts of connectivity, recreation,
technology, and our beautiful natural
surroundings here in the Eastern Sierra.
For more information, please visit http://
www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov/
DocumentCenter/View/6348.
Mammoth Spa Creations is looking for
additional members for it's team. These
are Full Time, Year Round positions.
We have immediate openings for a Spa
Maintenance position and an Office/Sales
Associate position. These positions also
offer vacation accrual, benefits and paid
holidays. Experience is preferred, but not
required. Heavy lifting and a clean DMV is
required. Please call 760-924-3091 or stop
by the store located at 1401 Tavern Rd.
Mammoth Lakes for more information
and to pick up an application.
My Mammoth Shuttle is a commercially permitted limousine (premium SUV)
business in Mammoth Lakes operating
since 2009. We are currently looking to
add to our team and are looking to hire
a professional, friendly, self-motivated
individual(s). 2 years passenger driving
experience required. A Class B license
is preferred but not required. Qualified
candidates must pass background check
and pre and random drug testing. A clean
DMV record is a must. This is a flexible,
part-time, year-round position with
hours ranging from 4-12 hours per week
or more. Driver/Chauffeurs can expect
to make between $15-$20+ / hour with
gratuities. This is an ideal opportunity for
someone who already has a part time (or
full-time) job and is looking to pick up a
few more hours. Must be open to to work
some weekend shifts and holidays.
For more information call 760-7096459 and to send resume email to info@
mymammothshuttle.com.

Housekeepers ($11)
Cooks
Dishwashers
Maintenance Worker
Please complete an application at
164 Old Mammoth Rd.
or e-mail pl@thelandingtahoe.com
Part Time Year Round Maintenance Laborer Needed For Condominium Complex.You may complete an application
at 2289 Sierra Nevada Road or email you
resume to mtshadows@npgcable.com; or
call 760.934.4993 for more information.
Law office in Mammoth Lakes seeking
part-time secretary. Job responsibilities
include typing, answering phones, filing
and other secretarial duties. Legal experience not required. Call 760-934-4529 or
email resume to tbsanford@earthlink.net.
Pay depending on experience.
Full time hospitality position. Seeking responsible, outgoing hospitality/
reservation agent for local management
company. Excellent phone/customer service skills required. Previous reservation
experience preferred. Flexible 32-40 hours
per week starting immediately. $12-14/
hr DOE. Please email resume to cindy@
mammothsierraonline.com

Mammoth Rock & Bowl/Mammoth
Rock Brasserie has the following positions available. Food and Beverage Floor
Supervisor, Server, Bartender, Brasserie Hostess. Contact Kevin O’Connell
GREAT BASIN UNIFIED
AIR POLLUTION CONTROL
DISTRICT
Position Announcement
AIR MONITORING
TECHNICIAN I or II
Bishop location, full time with benefits.
One Position. Salary Range $4,224$5,135/month (Tech I) or $4,856-$5,902/
month (Tech II), DOQ.
For more information and job application
instructions, please call (760)872-8211 or
visit: www.gbuapcd.org/employment.
Application and materials for this position should be submitted to Great Basin
Unified Air Pollution Control District,
157 Short Street, Bishop CA 93514, Attn:
Human Resources. Required application materials are due no later than 5 pm,
January 6, 2017 (postmarks not accepted).

Help Wanted

For Rent

Vons is now Accepting On line applications for employment. Competitive wages
and benefits. If you enjoy working with the
public then come join us.

please submit a typed Letter of Interest to
Tori DeHaven, Clerk of the Board at 157
Short Street, Bishop, California 93514.
Great family home in June Lake. Quiet,
amazing views. 2 BDR, 2 BA, Loft. Dog
run. Pellet stove. Close to June Mountain
for skiing. Easy access to lakes, streams
and hiking. Pet deposit. $2,100/month.
Address: 130 Nevada Street. Call Pat @
760.709.2119.
Three Light and Bright, beautifully furnished 1 BDR units available for rent from
now until Dec. 15th. Upper units, very
modern, custom lounge sofa, stainless
steel appliances.Dishwasher, microwave,
oven, etc. DirecTV, fast wifi and all other
utilities included in the rent. Absolutely
N/S and N/P. $1,400 per unit. Will consider any time frame within this period.
Contact Nate Hunter 310.748.4506, or
nate@cityloancorp.com.
2 BDR/1.5 BA apt. for rent. $1,800/mo.
Newly remodeled. Rent includes water,
cable/internet. W/D, Pets ok. FAU, unfurnished. Near the Village. Contact Michele
Hansen for owner’s info.760.934.1842.
3BDR, 2 BA Single family home. 2 car
garage. Washer, dryer, gas heat, electric
pellet stove. Great views. SV Sites next to
Obsidian. 2000/Mo. 6-month lease. Call
Eric @ 760.420.4005.

Gomez’s Restaurant & Tequileria is looking for experienced, happy people to join
the team for winter season and beyond.
Applications can be found at www.
gomezs.com. Please email along with
resume to info@gomezs.com
Or drop by the restaurant in the Village.
Line Cooks, Prep Cooks, Dish and all
other positions needed.
The Great Basin Unified Air Pollution
Control District has two opening on its
Hearing Board. Hearing Board members
are appointed by the District Governing
Board to three-year terms. The Hearing
Board meets as needed throughout the
year depending on requests for variances
received by the District (average 4 meetings per year). Each Board member is
paid $100 plus mileage for each meeting
they attend. Educational courses are also
available to Board members to better
familiarize them with the responsibilities of the Hearing Board. Experience is
not necessary. If you wish to serve your
community and be an active participant
in protecting the health and environment
of the counties of Inyo, Mono and Alpine,

EDITORIAL
continued from page 2
Proposed Gov’t Center update
Tony Dublino was appointed by CAO
Leslie Chapman to head an independent task force and review the consultant’s work.
At the Dec. 21 Mono County Board
meeting, Dublino said staff determined the consultant’s estimate was
about 10% low.
The advantage of owning the building: You don’t have to fight with the
landlord over things … “There are
reasons we are in Suite Z today,” said
Dublino, alluding to maintenance issues with the aging Sierra Center.
To finance new construction, Dublino looks at it as a save money now
versus save money later proposition.
While Dublino referenced Rudder’s claim that the County could save
$775,000/year by renting vs. buying,
Dublino said he hasn’t seen that offer
yet. He does know that the mall owners
have filed for a Prop. 8 property tax
reduction claiming the building is only
worth $5.5 million.
“Shouldn’t we be paying rent based
upon this value in an otherwise anchor-less plaza?” he asked rhetorically.
Johnston believed the presentation
was skewed towards a new building
outcome.
Dublino disagreed. “I consciously
pushed back against that, but honestly,
the facts lean in that [new building]
direction.”

Mammoth PEDC candidates
Mammoth Lakes Town Council
is expected to name a replacement
PEDC commissioner to replace Mickey
Brown at its meeting on Jan. 18.
The six candidates are:
Dawn Vereuck is the owner of
Mountain Living Interiors & Design.
She has lived in Mammoth Lakes full
time since 2001 and is the current Secretary of the Mammoth Lakes Contractors Association and a former PEDC

commissioner. She served as president
of the Mammoth Lakes Chamber of
Commerce from 2003-2013. Vereuck
listed Matthew Lehman, Michael Raimondo, and Jay Deinken as references.
Neil McConnell reported that he is
the CEO of a tech firm based in San
Francisco. He has lived in Mammoth
Lakes since 2013. He is the President
of Mono County Little League and the
Treasurer of Mammoth Medical Missions. He listed Rudy DeFelice, Michael
Vanderhurst, and David Page as references.
Anita Hatter has lived in Mammoth
Lakes on and off since 1974. She served
as Town Clerk and Assistant to the
Town Manager from 1989 to 2009 and
listed Bill Taylor and Wendy Sugimura
as references.
Cynthia Fleming reported that
she has lived in Mammoth Lakes for
six years and that she is a Realty and
Rental Company Owner. She did not
list a business address or company.
She is currently a Board Member of the
Mammoth Lakes Chamber of Commerce. Fleming listed John Urdi and
Betsy Truax as references.
Greg Eckert has lived in Mammoth
Lakes since 1963. He is the owner of a
local business, Eckert Snow Removal,
Inc. He owns apartments in Mammoth
Lakes. Under “What activities of this
commission… are the least interesting to you,” Eckert typed, “Revisiting
previously vetted and denied issues…
granting concessions to applicants
looking to repackage for sale plans to
actual developers.” References: Matthew Lehman, Michael Raimondo,
John Eastman and Pat Hayes.
Ned Bair is an assistant researcher
at the Earth Research Institute at the
University of Santa Barbara but that he
has lived in Mammoth Lakes for eleven
years. He is a member of the governing
board of the American Avalanche Association among other groups. References: Meghan Bair, Drea Perry and
Jeff Posey.
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BARS & MUSIC

TOWN STUFF

Happy Hour/

Friday, December 30/

Outlaw Saloon. 4-7 p.m. daily and all
night on Mondays.
Roberto’s 4-6 p.m. Mon.-Thurs.
Austria Hof. 4-7 p.m. Sun.-Thurs.
Fri.-Sat. 4-6 p.m.
Whitebark Restaurant Bar & Lounge
Unwind with daily drink and food
specials 4-6 p.m. Half price sushi
Mondays.
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour 4:30-7
p.m. daily and all day Sunday. $5
dollar menu items, drink specials.
Petra’s Bistro Happy Hour, $22 pasta
bolognese, salad and glass of wine,
5:00-6 p.m. Specials on cocktails,
wine, beer and menu items.
Happy Hour @ Sushi Rei. 5-6 p.m.
daily. Half off apps and $5 hand roll
+small sake . Sundays are all-night
happy hour.
Happy Hour @ The Bistro at
Snowcreek, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Mon.-Sat.
Mammoth Tavern Happy Hour
Tuesday-Sunday 3:30-5 p.m. Closed
Mondays.
Smokeyard weekend Happy Hour
4-6 p.m. in the bar only.
Side Door Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m.
Fridays: Half off Moscow and
Kentuky Mules. Saturday and Sunday:
Bottomless mimosas 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Mammoth’s famous Slocums Happy
Hour 4-6 p.m.
Giovanni’s Happy Hour, daily 4-6
p.m. Large pizza and a pitcher of beer
gets you free wings.
Lakanuki Happy Hour daily 4:3010:30 p.m., $4 margaritas, Mai Tais
and food discounts. Sunday Club
Nights with DJ Night Audit. Happy
Hour drink specials 10 p.m.- close.
Black Velvet Coffee’s Happy Hour,
from 4-6 p.m. every day. $7 glasses of
wine.

December 30-31/

WLDCT @ 53 Kitchen & Cocktails,
8-11 p.m.

Friday, December 30/

Pre New Year’s Eve warm up party
with DJ Lamont @ Lakanuki. Begins
10 p.m. 21 and over. See ad, p. 17.

Sunday, January 1/

NFL Party @ Lakanuki with DJ
Lamont. Begins 10:00 a.m. See ad, p.
17.

Monday, January 2/

Manic Mondays at the Outlaw
Saloon. Happy hour prices 4 p.m.
until midnight. See ad, p. 11.
Lakanuki opens early for Rose Bowl
Party (USC vs. Penn State) with
drinks, food specials and DJ Rodney
O. See ad, p. 17.

Tuesday, January 3/

• Chicken & Beef Teriyaki
• Tempura • Tonkatsu • Sukiyaki
• Calamari • Sushi
• Full Service Cocktail Bar
& Lounge
760-872-4801
Open at 5 p.m.
635 N. Main St.
Bishop
25 years of experience

japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar

CALENDAR PAGES SPONSORED BY:

Taco Tuesdays at the Outlaw Saloon,
$2 each taco (beef, chicken or fish)
with toppings from the bar. See ad, p.
11.
Two for Tuesday at Black Velvet
Coffee. Two glasses of wine/beer for
the price of one.

Wednesday, January 4/

Wine Wednesday at Black Velvet
Coffee. 4-7 p.m. Wine tasting plus a
waffle for $15. Tasting fee waived with
bottle purchase.
Wild Wing Wednesdays @ Outlaw
Saloon. 50 percent off all wings. See
ad, p. 11.

The Fantasticks final show. 7
p.m. at the Edison Theatre,
100 College Parkway. Tix: www.
mammothlakesrepertorytheatre.org,
$20 general admission, $18 for seniors
and students, and $22 at the door
(sorry, no discounts).
Electric Tubing Session 2 @ Woolly’s
Tube Park. Night tubing, DJ, and
more. 6-8 p.m. $39 adults 12+ $34 kids
12 and under. Call 1.800.MAMMOTH
to book.
Highly Sensitive Person (HSP)
support group at the Sierra Wellness
Center in Mammoth, 2:30-4 p.m. Take
the test at http://hsperson.com/test/
highly-sensitive-test/.
39th Annual Bishop Union High
School Christmas Classic varsity
boys basketball tourney. Gus Klekas
gym @ BUHS, game starts at 9 a.m.
Championship game @ 2:30.
First timers skate assist lessons at the
Mammoth Ice Rink. 4:30-6:30 p.m. See
ad, p. 6.

MAMMOTH LIQUOR
Beer lovers’ candy store

Selection of more than 300 beers
IT’S THE MOST WONDERFUL
TIME...TO DRINK BEER.
934.6260

Main St. Next to Rick’s

Saturdays and Sundays/

South Tufa Tours with the Mono Lake
Committee. Walks last about an hour
and begin at 1 p.m. Federal fee area
charge is $3 per person. Walks are no
additional charge. Info: 760.647.6595.

Sunday, January 1/

Fishing season opens at Topaz Lake.
From January to mid-April, catch a
tagged fish for instant cash and free
slot play. 775.266.3338.
Death Valley bird count, meet at
Furnace Creek Ranch Picnic Area in
Death Valley at 9 a.m. Runs until 12
p.m. Bring a water bottle and a hat.
Birders of all abilities welcome.
New Year’s Day community
meditation at Mountain Sol
yoga. 10:30-11:30 a.m. Donations
appreciated, walk-ins welcome,
open to all levels. Info: Cheryl at
rolmeditation@gmail.com.

Monday, January 2/

Owens Valley Radio Observatory
Tour. Tours start at 1 p.m. and last
about an hour and start outside
building #8. Contact Dr. Mark Hodges
at 760.938.2075.
Mammoth Lakes Housing board
meets, 6:00 p.m. at MLH, 587 Old
Mammoth Rd. #5.
Mono Basin Historical Society
Meeting @ Lee Vining Community
Center on Mattly Avenue. Potluck
begins @ 6 p.m. followed by meeting
at 6:30. Public invited to attend. Info:
760.647.6644.

Tuesday, January 3/

Deadline for reservations for
the Inyo Associates Dinner on
Saturday, January 21 at the Death
Valley Inn. Speaker: Mike Reynolds,
Superintendent of Death Valley
National Park. Send check for $56.71
per person to: Independence Civic
Club, PO Box 482, Independence, CA
93526.
Disc golf meeting, 4 p.m. in the
MLT conference room next to
the USFS Welcome Center. Info:
jimmarcotte2012@yahoo.com.
Mono County Board of Supervisors
meets (and swears in John Peters
and Bob Gardner). 9 a.m. Bridgeport
Courthouse.
Overeaters Anonymous @ the Sierra
Wellness Center. 5:30-6:30 p.m. Call
760.934.6588 for more info.

BUY AN AD NOW
Your ad here makes you $$$
Know why?

People read...

Call June 937.3967
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Chime in on downtown
The Town is seeking comments on
the development of a Multi-Modal
Bicycle, Pedestrian, Transit and
Parking Action Plan and what you
like, don’t like, and would like to see
changed “Downtown.” Visit www.
connectmammothlakes.com and
complete the short online survey.
The deadline to submit comments
online is January 7, 2017. Thank you
in advance and happy holidays!

Co-Ed indoor soccer
Adult Co-Ed Indoor Soccer is
returning for another season in
January! This season we will offer an
“A League” for teams that participated
in the program last season on Sunday
nights, plus a NEW “Rec League” for
any new teams wishing to join in on
the fun on Monday nights. The Rec
League is also open to any individuals
interested in playing indoor soccer
(no previous experience required)
who may not be able to put together
a team. The first few nights of the
Rec League will be all about meeting
new people, forming teams, and
starting up the new league! “A” League
will begin on January 8, and the Rec
League will begin on January 23, 2017.
The Parks and Recreation
Department is now also hiring
sports officials for the upcoming
winter Adult Indoor Soccer Leagues.
Interested applicants should apply
online or call Cassie at 760.965.3604
for more information. The job
posting can be viewed online at www.
ci.mammoth-lakes.ca.us/jobs.aspx.

Parking restrictions in effect
The Mammoth Lakes Police
Department is reminding citizens
that there is no street parking from
November 1 through April 30.Vehicles
found parked in violation of these
ordinances are subject to receiving
a parking citation and/or in some
cases, vehicles may be impounded at
the owner’s expense.

New Year’s Ideas
Ring in the New Year with family
festivities overlooking The Village
Plaza. Live music and the fireworks
spectacular at 9 pm. Deck access also
includes Woolly visits, complimentary
face painting and activities, New
Year’s party favors, a gourmet hot
cocoa bar, holiday snacks and
an adult beverage cash bar. Call
800.MAMMOTH or go to www.
mammothmountain.com for tickets
and details.
The Clocktower Cellar will have
party favors and a champagne toast at
midnight included as part of the $20
cover.
Upstairs, Petra’s features a sixcourse prix-fixe menu. Two seatings.
The late seating is $125 and takes you
through midnight and includes party
favors.
The Austria Hof is taking
reservations for New Year’s Eve
Celebrations beginning at 4 p.m.
Snow Jam Band will provide live
entertainment. See ad, p. 15.

CALENDAR PAGES SPONSORED BY:

TOWN STUFF

UPCOMING

January 3-5/

Registration: $10, begins at 8 a.m.
morning of race.
Huskies Varsity girls soccer against
Bishop, @ BUHS. 1-2:30.

MakerSpace at Mammoth Lakes
LIbrary from 2-5 p.m.

Wednesday, January 4/

Avalanche Awareness seminar
at Mammoth RV Park with Sierra
Mountain Guides. 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Avalanche safety, raffles, gear & beer.
All proceeds benefit Eastern Sierra
Avalanche Center.
Mammoth Lakes Tourism board
meets, 1:00 p.m. in Suite Z.
Mammoth Lakes Town Council
meets. 6 p.m. Suite Z. Minaret Mall.
Mammoth Lakes Planning and
Economic Development Commission
meets @ 9 a.m. in Suite Z.
Mammoth High School Varsity Girls
Basketball vs. Lee Vining @ MHS.
5-6:30 p.m. Varsity boys play 6:30-8.
Bridgeport Chamber of Commerce
mixer @ the Virginia Creek
Settlement. 5:30-7 p.m. Come out and
network with your community!

January 10-11/

Thursday, January 5/

Saturday, January 14/

Lower Vine Ranch hike at Death
Valley. Meet at Furnace Creek
visitor center, 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Contact: 760.786.3200 or email deva_
information@nps.gov.

Friday, Janary 6/

Huskies Junior Varsity boys soccer vs.
Bishop @ BUHS, 3-4:30 p.m.

Saturday, January 7/

Deadline to submit comments
online about the multi-modal bicycle,
pedestrian, transit and parking action
plan, and “downtown.” See sidebar,
this page.
Sage to Summit and Inyo County
Search and Rescue Winter Race
Series 5k. 9 a.m. Millpond Park in
Bishop. Fundraiser for Inyo SAR.
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Finals at Mammoth High School.
Minumum day grades 9-12 only.

Tuesday, January 10/

Mammoth Lakes Recreation
Commission meets, Suite Z, 9:00 a.m.

Wednesday, January 11/

Planning and Economic
Development Commission meets,
2:00 p.m. in Suite Z.
RPAC (Regional Planning Advisory
Committee) meeting @ the Lee Vining
Community Center, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Beacons & Beer with Sierra Mountain
Guides. 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Sage to
Summit, 312 Main St. in Bishop.
All proceeds benefit Eastern Sierra
Avalanche Center.
Monthly Bishop Paiute Tribe COSA,
bird walk and census dates. All are
welcome, these walks are for birders
of all levels, beginners included. Meet
@ BLM/FS building on West Line St.
in Bishop. Contact Hillary Behr for
info: hillarybehr@yahoo.com.

January 14-15/

Squeeze My Cans: A Painful Tale
of one woman’s journey in and
our of the Church of Scientology.
At the Edison Theatre, 100
College Parkway. Two nights only:
Saturday 7 p.m. and Sunday at 4
p.m. Info: 760.934.6592 and www.
mammothlakesrepertorytheatre.com.
See ad, p. 5.

AT THE MOVIES
Minaret Cinemas
Rogue One: A Star Wars Story (PG-13): A Rogue band of resistance fighters
conspire to steal the Death Star and bring new hope to the galaxy.
Sing (PG): Animated musical comedy film starring the voices of Matthew
McConaughey, Reese Witherspoon, Seth MacFarlane and Scarlett Johansson.
From the creators of Despicable Me.
For movie times, call 760.934.3131 or visit mammothlakesmovies.com

New Year’s Eve @ Canyon Lodge.
Franki Chan, Warm Brew, DJ Science
and DJ Onezie. Doors @ 9 p.m. 21
and over. Tix: $79 advance (Cali4nia
passholders: $65), $99 at door. VIP
Lounge also available. Info: 1.800.
MAMMOTH.
New Year’s Eve @ Black Velvet
Coffee/Wine Bar in the Outlet Mall.
Limited edition craft beers, boutique
wines and sake cocktails. Tix: $35
advance or $50 at door. 100 people
max. DJs. Tix include stainless steel
cup and 2 cocktails/beers. 21 & over.
Info: www.blackvelvetcoffee.com.
Desert Rhythm Project & DJ EYE JA
@ Rafters New Year’s Eve party. Doors
open @ 9:45 p.m. Party starts @ 10.
Tix: $25. Complimentary champagne
toast included. Tickets available at
www.raftersmammoth.com.
Morrison’s Restaurant (formerly
Angel’s) hosts a NYE party from 9
p.m.-2 a.m. Enjoy a champagne toast
and hors d’ouveres for just $20. Full
menu is available from 4-9 p.m. and
pizzas are available until 2 a.m. For
reservations call 760.937.7427.
Lakanuki has three options
Saturday night. The first is a set menu
dinner from 5-7:30 p.m. for $50, $30
for children, second, is a late night
party for $70 that includes the first
drink and champagne, third is table
bottle service for $400 a table plus
$70 per person. For reservations call,
760.709.6756.
The Brasserie located upstairs in
Mammoth Rock ‘n Bowl building is
offering two seatings, $95 for 6 p.m.
and $110 for the 9 p.m. seating, before
tax and gratuity. Call 760.924.4200 for
reservations. The menu includes foie
gras, prime rib, sea bass and apple
tart flambe.
Jim Lambert will be teaming up
with his old buddy Tom as the locals’
favorite, Good Livin’. They will take
their customary corner at Tom’s Place
from 6-9 p.m.
The Double Eagle Resort in June
Lake welcomes Anthony Peregretti,
Robert Nalumaluhia, and Halfway to
Benton emeritus and guitar master,
Teru Sato. That crew will be rocking
from 9 p.m.-1 a.m.
The Outlaw Saloon will have open
door, no cover,. Manager Elli says,
“We’re just having a big old party.”
21+, 9 p.m. Check out their new
winter beer and house-made cider.
See ad, p. 11.
New Year’s at Sierra Inn in June
Lake with Jeffrey James. 9 p.m.-1 a.m.
NYE 2017 @ McMurry’s Sports
Bar in Bishop. DJ Haytek in the mix.
Begins 9 p.m.
New Years Eve entertainment at
the 395 Bar & Grill at Paiute Palace
Casino. The Tribesman Revival plays
4-8:30 p.m. followed by the Harry
Andreas Band from 9 p.m.-1:30 a.m.
The Liberty Sports Bar & Grill
presents a New Year’s Eve dinner
of either prime rib or champagneglazed grilled salmon for $39.99.
Includes sides and dessert, plus
champagne toast. New Year’s party
after 10 p.m. features DJ, drink
specials, $10 cover. See ad, p. 5.
The Side Door will have a private
party but opens its doors to the public
at 10:30 p.m.

22 I NOTICES/BUSINESS

Notice of Vacancy
MAMMOTH COMMUNITY WATER DISTRICT BOARD
VACANCY
The Mammoth Community Water District (MCWD)
has a vacancy on the five member board. Per California Government Code 1780, the MCWD Board has
60 days to appoint a new director or call for a special
election.
At the December 14, 2016 Board of Directors meeting,
the MCWD Board chose the appointment method of
filling the vacancy.
Background
MCWD was created as a California Special District in
1957, independent of the Town of Mammoth Lakes
and Mono County. A five member Board of Directors
serves at the pleasure of the District’s 8,200 residents.
Appointment Process
Individuals interested in being appointed to the
MCWD Board of Directors need to fill out an application/questionnaire.
The application/questionnaire can be obtained the
following way:
1) Visiting www.mcwd.dst.ca.us and downloading
the questionnaire
2) Calling or visiting the Administration Offices at
1315 Meridian Blvd.;
(760) 934-2596 ext. 238).
3) Emailing Pat Hayes, Secretary to the Board, at
phayes@mcwd.dst.ca.us
Application/questionnaire can be submitted in the
following ways:
1) Mailed or Hand Delivered to:
MCWD Administrative Offices
PO Box 597 / 1315 Meridian Blvd.
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
Attn: Pat Hayes
2) Emailed to Pat Hayes at phayes@mcwd.dst.ca.us
Applications/Questionnaire Due Date: No later than
4:00 p.m. Friday, January 6, 2017.
Applications/questionnaires received late will not be
accepted. MCWD will not be responsible for delays
due to mail delivery.
An Ad Hoc Committee of the MCWD Board of Directors will be conducting interviews of all prospective
appointees during the week of January 9 - 13, 2017.
Interviews will take place in the Board Room at the
Mammoth Community Water District (1315 Meridian
Blvd., Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546).
The MCWD Board of Directors is scheduled to make
the appointment at the January 19, 2017 Board of
Directors regular meeting.
The appointed Board member will serve until the
general election in November, 2018. The appointed
Board member may then put his/her name on the
November, 2018 general election ballot.
Serving on the board will require a commitment to
attend monthly Board Meetings the third Thursday of
each month (holiday schedules may apply) and Committee Meetings. Other requirements include, but are
not limited to, the following:
• Ethics Training, per CA AB1234
• Sexual Harassment Training, per CA AB1825
• Annual Statement of Economic Interests (Form 700)
reporting per the California Fair Political Practices
Commission
If you have any questions or require additional information, please call the District Offices at 760-9342596, Extension 238
TS #2016-0234

Notice of Public Comment
THE GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT REQUESTS PUBLIC COMMENT ON
THE DISTRICT'S DECISION TO ALLOW OPERATION
OF A DIESEL ENGINE POWERING A PORTABLE
WOOD CHIPPER
Pursuant to District Rule 205, the District solicits
public comment on a proposed permit to be granted
to the Mono County Public Works to operate a diesel
engine powering a portable wood chipper at various
Mono County landfills.
Proposed permit conditions and supporting documents are available for inspection at the District
office. The facility will be operated in compliance
with all district, state and federal air quality standards
and regulations. The District will accept written
comments in its office until the close of business on
January 30, 2017. Submit comments to: Great Basin
Unified Air Pollution Control District, Attn: Jon Becknell, 157 Short Street, Bishop, California 93514.
TS #2016-0241
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Notice of Public Hearing

Notice of Public Hearing

Notice of Cancellation

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, January 11, 2017, beginning at 2:00 p.m. and continuing
until finished, at the Town Council Chambers, Suite
Z within the Minaret Village Shopping Center, 437
Old Mammoth Road the Mammoth Lakes Planning
& Economic Development Commission will hear an
application request for the following:

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, January 11, 2017, beginning at 2:00 p.m. and continuing
until finished, at the Town Council Chambers, Suite
Z within the Minaret Village Shopping Center, 437
Old Mammoth Road the Mammoth Lakes Planning
& Economic Development Commission will hear an
application request for the following:

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION
OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL
GOVERNING BOARD

Application Request: Tentative Tract Map (TTM) 16002, to allow an eight-lot single-family subdivision,
Gray Bear III, in Development Area 2 of the Lodestar
Master Plan. Gray Bear III is proposed to supersede
Gray Bear II Phase 2 (TTM 15-003), which created
seven single-family lots along the northernmost
portion of East Bear Lake Drive. Transient use of the
single-family residences is allowed pursuant to Use
Permit 15-003, approved in association with Gray
Bear II.

Application Request: Use Permit (UPA) 16-004: A use
permit application for a medical marijuana (“cannabis”) cultivation, cannabis oil extraction, and product
(“edibles”) manufacturing facility located in the
industrial park at 312 Commerce Drive, Unit A.

CEQA Determination: Pursuant to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section
15164, an Addendum to the Lodestar at Mammoth
Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 1991105212)
has been prepared describing that no new or increased environmental impacts would result from the
proposed project.

Location: 312 Commerce Drive, Unit A (APN: 037-200053-000)

Location: 86, 102, 118, 136, 154, 172, and 194 East Bear
Lake Drive

All persons having an interest in the proposed application request may appear before the Planning &
Economic Development Commission either in person
or represented by counsel and present testimony
or may, prior to said hearing, file with the Executive
Secretary written correspondence pertaining thereto.
Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009(b), if
this matter is subsequently challenged in court, the
challenge may be limited to only those issues raised
at the public hearing described in this notice or in
written correspondence delivered to the Town of
Mammoth Lakes at, or prior to, the public hearing.
For additional information, or to obtain a copy of
the staff report which will be published no later than
January 6, 2017, contact Nolan Bobroff, Assistant
Planner, at (760) 965-3631. Facsimiles may be sent to
(760) 934-7493 or email at: nbobroff@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.

Zoning: Resort (R), Development Area 2 of the Lodestar Master Plan
Applicant / Owner: John Hooper / Gray Bear, LLC
All persons having an interest in the proposed application request may appear before the Planning & Economic Development Commission either in person or
represented by counsel and present testimony or may,
prior to said hearing, file with the Executive Secretary
written correspondence pertaining thereto. Pursuant
to Government Code Section 65009(b), if this matter is
subsequently challenged in court, the challenge may
be limited to only those issues raised at the public
hearing described in this notice or in written correspondence delivered to the Town of Mammoth Lakes
at, or prior to, the public hearing.
For additional information, or to obtain a copy of
the staff report which will be published no later than
January 6, 2017, contact Sandra Moberly, Community and Economic Development Manager, at (760)
965-3633. Facsimiles may be sent to (760) 934-7493, or
email at: smoberly@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.
Mammoth Lakes Planning & Economic Development
Commission
P.O. Box 1609
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
TS #2016-0238

Notice of Public Hearing
Notice of Public Hearing
Zoning Code Amendment
(ZCA 16-003)
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday,
January 11, 2017, beginning at 2:00 p.m. and
continuing until finished, at the Town Council
Chambers, Suite Z within the Minaret Village
Shopping Center, 437 Old Mammoth Road the
Mammoth Lakes Planning & Economic
Development Commission will hear an application
request for the following:
Application Request: Zoning Code Amendment
(ZCA) 16-003 — Amend Section 17.52.270, Second
Dwelling Units, to modify the development standards
applicable to secondary dwelling units in order to
comply with State law per Senate Bill 1069 and
Assembly Bill 2299.
CEQA Determination: Exempt pursuant to Public
Resources Code section 21080.17.
Location: Town-wide
Zoning: All Residential Zoning Districts
Proponent: Town of Mammoth Lakes
All persons having an interest in the proposed
application request may appear before the Planning
& Economic Development Commission either in
person or represented by counsel and present
testimony or may, prior to said hearing, file with the
Executive Secretary written correspondence
pertaining thereto. Pursuant to Government Code
Section 65009(b), if this matter is subsequently
challenged in court, the challenge may be limited to
only those issues raised at the public hearing
described in this notice or in written correspondence
delivered to the Town of Mammoth Lakes at, or prior
to, the public hearing. For additional information, or
to obtain a copy of the staff report which will be
published no later than January 6, 2017, contact
Sandra Moberly, Community and Economic
Development Director, at (760) 965-3633. Facsimiles
may be sent to (760) 934-7493, or e-mail at:
smoberly@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov
Mammoth Lakes Planning & Economic Development
Commission. P.O. Box 1609, Mammoth Lakes, CA.
TS #2016-0242

CEQA Determination: This project is considered
exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Section 15301 (Existing
Facilities).

Zoning: Industrial (I)
Proponent: Mark Restelli and Peter Sheldon, Plant 2
Products, Inc.

Mammoth Lakes Planning & Economic Development
Commission
P.O. Box 1609
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
TS #2016-0240

Notice of Avail./Public Comment/
Public Hearing
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY/NOTICE OF PUBLIC
COMMENT PERIOD AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC
MEETING
A Notice of Availability (NOA) of the Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) is hereby
distributed.
As Lead Agency, the Town of Mammoth Lakes is circulating for public review a Draft EIR for the proposed
Mammoth Creek Park West New Community MultiUse Facilities Project (Project).
Project Description and Location: The Project consists
of constructing new community multi-use facilities at
the project site, encompassing a maximum 100-foot
by 200-foot ice rink (winter)/recreation/event area
(RecZone) covered by an approximately 30,000 square
feet roof structure and additional storage and support
space. In addition, the proposed project includes
a 13,000 square-foot complementary community center, reconfiguration and improvements to an existing
playground to add accessible interactive components,
restroom improvements, and 107 additional surface
parking spaces.
The project would also include an active outdoor recreation area to the west of the new community multiuse facilities. Upon project completion, the existing
Mammoth Ice Rink/RecZone (located at 416 Sierra
Park Road) would be made inactive, and the existing
community center (located at 1000 Forest Trail) would
remain under Town operation.
The Project is located at Mammoth Creek Park West
(686 Old Mammoth Road) and is comprised of Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APNs) 040-140-001-000 and
040-140-002-000.
Comment Period: A 45-day public review period for
the Draft EIR begins on December 29, 2016 and ends
on February 13, 2017.
Town staff will respond to all comments received
on the Draft EIR. Comments may be submitted by
facsimile, letter, or electronic mail.
All comments and responses to this notice should be
submitted in writing to: Sandra Moberly, Community
and Economic Development Manager, Town of Mammoth Lakes, Community and Economic Development
Department, P.O. Box 1609, 437 Old Mammoth Road,
Suite R, Mammoth Lakes, CA, 93546, 760.965.3633, or
via email at smoberly@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.
Public Meeting: In addition to the opportunity to
provide written comments in response to this Notice
of Availability, the Town will conduct a public meeting during the regularly scheduled Planning & and
Economic Development Commission Meeting on
Wednesday, February 8, 2017 at 2:00 PM to receive
oral and written comments from agencies, organizations and interested parties regarding the Draft EIR.
The meeting will be held at the Town Council Chambers at Minaret Village Shopping Center, 437 Old
Mammoth Road, Suite Z, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546.
TS #2016-0241

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the regular meeting
of the Great Basin Unified Air
Pollution Control District Governing Board scheduled for January 12, 2017 at 10:00 am
(location TBD) has been cancelled.
A special meeting of the Governing Board will be
held on January 11, 2017 at 10:00 am in the
Inyo County Administrative Center, Board of Supervisors Chamber, 224 North Edwards Street
(U.S. Highway 395), Independence, California.
This notice of cancellation was posted at the District
offices of the Great Basin Unified Air
Pollution Control District, 157 Short Street, Bishop
CA 93514 on December 13, 2016 as well as
the District’s website (www.gbuapcd.org).
DATE: December 13, 2016
Tori DeHaven
Clerk of the Board
TS #2016-0239

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Pine Cliff R.V. Resort
Sandra Miller
1 Pine Cliff Road P.O. Box 38
June Lake, CA 93529
This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name or names listed above on December
20, 2016.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on December 20,
2016
File Number 16-207
2016-0236 (12/24. 12/31, 1/07, 1/14)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Help Around The House Service
Paul Pailliotet
600 Davenport Ct.
Coleville, CA 96107
This business is conducted by an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business
name or names listed herein..
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on November 28,
2016
File Number 16-215
2016-0235 (12/24. 12/31, 1/07, 1/14)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Human-Equine Alliance for Learning
M. Leigh Shambo
44 Osage Circle
Bishop , CA 93514
This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name or names listed above on June 01,
2016.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on November 17,
2016
File Number 16-212
2016-0237 (12/24. 12/31, 1/07, 1/14)

PERSONALS
In search of ... a champagne toast? A
couple Viagra pills and I”ll be serving champagne all night.
In search of ... a new girlfriend to ring in
the New Year. Depending on how drunk I get,
maybe willing to settle for someone dressed
like one.
I expect you... to be around when the ball
drops. After all, I’ve never known you to pass
on a party favor.
I saw ... that Carrie Fisher died this week.
In her honor, how about you come over to
my Hutt and try to find my Rogue One?
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“The arsenic pond”
No one knows why Crystal Geyser
Roxane didn’t get a permit to dispose
of arsenic into an un-lined, non-permitted pond, or why no one caught
the arsenic seeping out of the pond
and into the soil and groundwater
in Olancha, or what exactly is going
to be done about it. CG-Roxane in
Olancha has been illegally dumping
arsenic from its water bottling plant
since it first opened in 1990.
Inyo County took credit for finding
the leaks in the pond, and the lack
of permits (it should have issued to
begin with) in 2013. The 2015 Grand
Jury blamed Inyo County for not paying better attention to this.
Now that the Lahontan Regional
Water Control Board has issued violations, no one’s questioning whether
the soil and groundwater has been
contaminated, but rather now to
what extent. Arsenic is naturallyoccurring in water on the Eastside as
snow melt and rain drips down the
Sierra Nevada picking up arsenic and
a variety of other minerals and salts
from the rock as it rolls toward the
valley floor.
When Roxane first started bottling,
the water did not need filtering until
the allowable level of arsenic was
lowered from 50 parts per billion
(ppb) to 10 ppb. Because Roxane
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didn’t need to filter it, it didn’t track
its levels in groundwater, leaving
little record of what the arsenic levels
have been in the past. This leaves
little way to determine what the arsenic levels were, pre-bottling.
To skew the baseline even further,
the plant is located at the edge of
Owens Dry Lake with concentrations
of arsenic tens of thousands of times
higher than anything found in the
groundwater around the pond. Arsenic concentrations of 636 ppb have
been detected around the pond site.
As of December, a baseline was still
trying to be determined, the Arsenic
Pond has been removed and arsenic
is being shipped off-site. Roxane
plans to build a new bottling plant
down the road at Cabin Ranch which
will be 10 times larger.

Scoop on poop
Poop became a big topic this year.
The Sheet caught up with Mammoth
Lakes Trail System’s Kelly Workman in
March. Workman was assigned to do
Snow Play Area surveys in anticipation of Mammoth’s Winter Recreation
Summit, but ended up doing some
extracurricular work. “I was just
standing there surrounded by poop
... [so] I drove home and picked up
my trash can and a shovel and got to
work,” she said.
At a “community conversation” in
October facilitated by District 5 Supervisor Stacy Corless and Mammoth

“Running a campaign is stressful, and I’d like to get back to my life.”
- Jennifer Burrows
“We’re not hiring somebody to tell us what to do. We’re hiring
somebody to help us tell ourselves what to do.”

- John Wentworth
Town Council Member John Wentworth, the poop issue was discussed
at length.
Trails Coordinator Joel Rathje has
been in contact with The Sheet about
a “poo fairy” pilot program, where
plastic bag dispensers and trash
cans will be placed at high-use areas,
such as the Borrow Pit (“the propane tanks” to locals) to mitigate the
mounds of dog feces that pile up in
these areas.

A year of shortage
No housing, no employees
2016 saw a shortage of both employees and housing in Mammoth
Lakes.
Mammoth Lakes Housing continued to advocate for the development
of the Shady Rest Parcel as affordable
housing for Mammoth’s workforce.
The investment group All California

Funding (ACF), the owners of the
Shady Rest Parcel, expressed through
lawyer Mark Carney, that the group
was not expressly interested in building affordable housing on the site but
thinks the property works best as a
mixed-use development.
MLH Executive Director Jennifer
Halferty said in August that ACF
hoped to rezone the property, which
has carried an affordable housing
zoning designation since 1991.
Meanwhile, employees flooded
online message boards and coffee
shop walls looking for housing the
2016/17 winter season. Employers
complained that they couldn’t find
or keep employees to meet the needs
of their customers. Mono County Supervisor Larry Johnston said “We are
‘Jackson Hole-ing,” referring to the
housing crisis in Jackson Hole, WY.

Does your life feel
out of balance?
Elevate Your Health

Every year:

One in three seniors over 65 experience at least one fall.
One in two seniors over 80 experience a fall.

Stay o n Yo ur Fe et !
K e e p Yo u r B a l a n c e a n d P r e v e n t Fa l l s
Mammoth Hospital S.P.O.R.T. Center 3rd Floor Conference Room C

Call (760) 934-7302 to sign up.

First screening and informational session is FREE and includes:
• Blood Pressure Testing • Balance Testing • Fall Prevention
• Home Safety Modification • Benefits of Physical Activity
• Improve balance through practice in a safe, supervised environment.
• Get helpful exercises and activities to practice at home.
• Increase accountability and motivation in a social setting.

Classes to be Offered Mondays & Wednesdays for Six Weeks
January 9 th - February 15 th 12:00 - 12:45 PM
$75 for Full Six Week Course

Meticulous Care • Memorable People • Majestic Location

w w w. m a m m o t h h o s p i t a l . c o m
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What follows are excerpts
from just a few of the
personal profiles we ran this
year.
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people

Ron Yates

Mammoth Community Water District employee Ron Yates claimed he
was badly hurt on the job more than
two years ago, and he has spent the
last several years embroiled in lawsuits
with the District in what he says is a
saga of malicious prosecution. Mono
County Superior Court decided in
favor of MCWD in small claims court
on March 2 and dismissed several
counts filed by Yates on March 3.
At the center of the brouhaha
between Yates and MCWD is the fact
that the District owns a condo that
Yates, his wife and their four children
lived in. Yates said that on December
4, 2013 he was injured on the job while
breaking ice that had built up while
he was on vacation. He fell behind on
rent after he was injured and MCWD
sued for the balance. MCWD Human

They Said It:
“I do think that the nation, as Hartley says within these pages,
is sick of its royalty. Tossed a Bush in the primary and a Clinton in
the general. Dynasties over, as they should be.”

Resources manager Kay Hartment
filed the unlawful detainer (eviction
notice) herself without a lawyer. The
case was dismissed without prejudice
in 2015, but Yates countersued.
Then there was a $24,000 loan that
was accidentally made against his
retirement account. He asked for
the loan, but didn’t know his plan
did not allow for a loan, and it came
with a penalty. MCWD claimed it was
a paperwork and personnel problem—the Finance Manager had only
been on the job eight weeks when he
processed Yates’ request. Four days
after the money was dispersed, he
was told the money could be returned
without penalty, but he kept it. MCWD
then filed a second unlawful detainer
against Yates and family. Yates claimed
this time that MCWD couldn’t kick
him out because his wife was named
on the new complaint and that MCWD
accepted 61 days’ rent after filing the
60-day unlawful detainer. Magit disagreed with Yates on this one, again.

Bruce Robbins

Ron Yates in happier days.
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The Sheet met North County Romeo
and unofficial Mayor of Walker, Bruce
Robbins at the Walker Flea Market. He
was hard to pin down, though.

see PEOPLE, page 25

- Jack Lunch

MAMMOTH’S RUNNING MAN

Meb may be the Olympian, but Farley’s the guy you see every day

By Rea

F

arley Spector can be spotted
running around Mammoth Lakes
with a bag of recycling in all sorts
of weather—he says he runs 45 or 50
miles a week and likes to keep town
looking nice while he does it.
Spector, who at 63 describes himself
with a grin as “young, kind of,” has
completed 53 full marathons and 78
halves—and those are just the ones on
the books.
“I volunteer to do the Mammoth
Half Marathon,” Spector, who also
volunteers at events like Mammoth
Trail Days, said. “I wanted to challenge
myself to volunteer rather than just
competing, because I competed for 22
and a half years in running.”
He’s fast, too. When The Sheet visited
Spector at his home, he displayed his
multiple trophies, ribbons, medals and
a meticulous log book of every race
he’s ever run. He’s competed in the
Boston Marathon four times and New
York City twice. His best time, he said,
was in the 1995 Philadelphia Marathon, where he finished in 2:49:21.
However, he said, he isn’t too concerned with finishing times. He just
loves to run. “The over 330-some races
I’ve done in my career, I never wore a
watch. Time is in my head,” he said.
“Time is Time. I’m not worried about
the clock.”
Spector, who was born in Florence,
South Carolina, started his running
career on the east coast. He said he got
into running after a “miserable” 1984
backpacking trip in the White Mountains of New Hampshire.
“We were near Pinkham Notch, and
the [trip] leader kept getting upset
about me running off in a snowstorm
… I was treading through extreme ice,
my feet were frozen, my back was aching me, and when we got to the road
I just threw my backpack down and
I said ‘I’m not gonna backpack anymore.’”
“Then in spring of ’85, I just started
running.”
Spector says he hasn’t missed a day
running since February 5, 1992. In the
past seven years, he estimates, he’s
run over 2,000 miles per year. As for
the recycling, “I just like doing it. I do
it every day,” he says of his hobby. He
collects cans and plastic bottles, but
draws a hard line on glass—it’s just
too heavy. “Why I’m up here is just to
volunteer,” he said with a smile.
In September, Spector received a jaywalking ticket. He said he was floored
when he received a summons in the
mail that he had to go to court for the
ticket and face a maximum penalty
of $190. In the last six weeks he made

$160 from turning in recyclables.
“It was freakish,” he said.
Spector said he was crossing Minaret
Road at the corner of Main Street, using the crosswalk. However, he said, he
was running a red light, and one driver
who was trying to make a right turn
blew his horn while Farley raced to get
out of his way.
Reserve Officer Richard Worcester
told Spector he knew him and his
routine, “But we don’t want you getting
hurt,” he said, according to Spector.
The officer ran his name for warrants
or other violations, but didn’t ask any
questions.
A week later, Mammoth resident Jef
Rahmayer heard about Farley’s ticket,
and he thought he might ease the
sting and see if he could garner some
support from the locals who had seen
their town improved by Farley’s efforts.
“I’m not the type of person that
necessarily goes and gets all uppity
and tries to light a fire under the community,” Rahmayer told The Sheet.
“I’m usually pretty under the radar,
but I just read that and thought, you
take a $200 hit like that and who knows
where it might put you in the grand
scheme of things.”
Rahmayer started a GoFundMe account to pay Spector’s ticket. He said
the ticket was paid in less than an
hour by donations from over a dozen
people. “We got more than we needed,
I finally had to shut down the donation feature because we were getting
so much money,” he said. He added
that he gave the extra cash to Farley,
anyway. “Maybe he can get a new pair
of sneakers.”
Farley told The Sheet in February
that he goes through several pairs of
shoes per year.

“Running man” Farley Spector outside of
Vons in Mammoth in February 2016.

/from The Sheet Feb. 27-Sept. 10/
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PEOPLE
continued from page 24
He cruises his Mercedes Benz golf
cart to the market every day, dressed
up for pictures with tourists and for
the ladies. Victoria Victor, owner of the
Flea Market, called Robbins a human
mannequin, posing for pictures in full
Western regalia hot yoga pants.

Dean Leonard

Bruce Robbins and Mr. Crabbs.
When asked if the Market was a
good ‘market,’ Robbins looked the
reporter up and down and deadpanned, “There’s no reason for you to
come here.”
Robbins was bragging about his
shenanigans when Lirrisa Cassella
stopped in looking at the sculptures
out front of the market. He stopped
mid-sentence, got up and introduced
himself to Cassella. He followed her
around and asked her if she needed
any help. I guess the interview with
The Sheet was over.

Lori Michelon
Artist Lori Michelon has created
prints of human figures dressed in
high fashion with the heads of Star
Wars-type creatures. In one print,
“Gloria” in a fine blouse with the head
of what looks like a Sarlac Pit Monster,
poses for a selfie.
Her distorted figures lure the viewer
in, arousing converstauons about
fashion and what we wear. “And I liked
the way they looked,” said Michelon.
These prints are letter-sized, but
she’s worked on bigger pieces in college; one that required a steamroller.
She’s tried bigger pieces at her home
and once tried driving her car over a
print, but her dirt driveway wouldn’t
allow it.

Leonard moved to Crowley in the
1950s when his dad was working on
the Crowley Lake Dam. He attended
Hot Creek Elementary and Bridgeport High and became a car guy after
school. It’s hard to pick up girls without a car, and so sparked his lifelong
fascination with the automobile. He
owned a wrecking yard and was a
stock car racer. He was such a good
racer he took up destruction derbies
and earned the nickname, “Orange
Crush” from driving so many old Caltrans vehicles.
He’s full of fishing advice. He said
he doesn’t know if fishing is better at
night or day, he’s never caught a fish
that’s wearing a wrist watch. He added
that boaters should always remember to put the drain plug in their craft
before putting in the water.
He moved back to Crowley in 1994
but with no plans to retire. “You’ve got
to do something,” he said. “Besides,
look around.”

Jon Carlton
Locals came out in big numbers
for a fundraiser for local badass, Jon
Carlton, in May. Carlton embodied
that High Sierra grit on the day he
suffered a heart attack in April —he
was able, with the help of his wife and
the friends they were backcountry
skiing with, to snowboard down the
main couloir of Esha Peak (12,969 ft.),
straight off of the summit, and reach
medical attention. His ordeal is the
stuff of mountain town legend.
The Mammoth Brewing Company
Brewer’s Hall was flanked by tables of
donated items from dozens of local
businesses and good samaritans,
all up for raffle and silent auction to
benefit Carlton in May. There were too
many contributions to possibly list all
of the people who should be thanked.
“The amount of support and love
that has been shown by this town has
been completely overwhelming,” said
friend Nate Wray. “This is why we live
here.”

Sue Ebersold
Lori Michelon

Dean Leonard
The opening day of Fishing Season
starts with a stringer full of tales from
the locals at Tom’s Place. One of those
locals is Dean Leonard, gatekeeper at
Crowley Lake and owner of the corner
barstool at Tom’s. If you ask him
how long he’s worked at Crowley, he
answers, “since 6 a.m.”

Sue Ebersold has been making you
breakfast for three decades. As the
owner of the Breakfast Club she has
fed the town and as socialite, she has
organized the entertainment. Her
popular Chick Parties draw dozens of
Mammoth’s finest for a night of bottomless cocktails and the occasional
hunky deejay. She took a break from
organizing the 2016 Fourth of July
Parade, saying she wanted to enjoy
it this year. In classic Breakfast Clubstyle, she went dressed as a Bloody

Mary and threw candy alongside a
life-sized Mimosa and foam cow on
the parade float.
Ebersold can make a cake for your
next special occasion when she wears
her Cakes by Sue hat. She started
making wedding cakes at about the
same time she started the restaurant.
“I wanted to open a bakery and ended
up with a restaurant.”
We should all be grateful for the
Breakfast Club, it was named “best
biscuits and gravy” on the Eastside by
an afficionado magazine. We should
also be grateful for Ebersold for being
fit and stubborn enough to last in this
town and offer us a place to eat that’s
just like home.

Sue Ebersold (left) and pal Vicki Russell

Genny Smith
The “Naturalist Queen of the Eastern
Sierra” Genny Smith, 93, talked to The
Sheet about her life in the “great country” the Sierra Nevada, skiing in the
tiny hamlet of Mammoth and how she
turned the tractors away from building a Trans-Sierra Highway.
Smith is an author of one of the first
guides to the area: “Mammoth From
the Inside: The Honest Guide to Mammoth Lakes.” She stumbled across
writing guidebooks after scratching
out a map to McLeod Lake before
there was a trail.
In the late 1950s, Smith’s bent
turned political. A group of businessmen and politicians from Fresno
and Madera had pitched an eleventh road across the Sierra Nevada,
a Trans-Sierra Highway from Fresno
to Mammoth Lakes. Smith used her
networking skills to work closely with
Livermore to make sure that local
interests were being heard. When she
learned about the proposed Minaret Summit Highway in 1958, Smith

immediately approached members of
the local business community. “There
were a few people from Mammoth
Lakes willing to drive to Sacramento
to talk to their legislators, to talk to
the governor. It wasn’t just the treehuggers either,” she said.
Smith drew on all her media
resources in the outdoor community
and called hiking companions and
colleagues from Wilderness Conferences. She arranged for editorials to be
written in the Los Angeles Times and
the San Francisco Chronicle. “I called
[the papers] and I said, ‘how do we
go about this? We are just a bunch of
amateurs!”
According to friend Greg Newbry,
Smith was “a genius at getting people
to make their own voices heard, at
leading from the background.” Smith
said the community of Mammoth was
divided about the highway. “It’s harder
to have these political movements in a
small communit.”
Smith added, “It’s very heartwarming to me that a bunch of political
amateurs can win sometimes. Look
at the Mono Lake Committee. If a
little organization like that can go up
against the City of Los Angeles with all
its money and all its lawyers, anyone
can.”

Genny Smith and Greg Newbry
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If you’re looking for love in all the wrong places, that
means you’re probably reading The Sheet personals.
Here’s a sampling of the year’s best.
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personals
In search of ... a way to weasel out of an
obligation? Just sign a contract with the
Town of Mammoth Lakes!
I heard you ... were having “Noah’s Ark”
meetings with Rusty (two by two). Still a
violation of the Brown Act.
I saw you ... are planning to open the
Liberty Sports Bar and Grill. I hope the
food proves better than the current state
of the “Liberty” (Phillies, Eagles, Sixers,
Flyers) sports franchises
I heard you ... spend much of the night
telling everyone how you liked to think
outside the box. Is this because you prefer
briefs?
I see you ... like to think outside the box,
which is really cool, because I cleaned up
in Bingo on Wednesday night!
In search of ... a deliverable which is
actionable. How about let’s craft some
parameters at my condo tomorrow night
at 11 p.m.?
I see you ... are cleared to snowboard
but not to work. I am cleared to work and
can’t afford to snowboard. And yet, we are
both excited to vote for Bernie Sanders!
I hope to see you ... on St. Patty’s Day at
the Clocktower Cellar because that way
we won’t have to race to the bottom!
I hope to see you ... at Elevation next
weekend, and I promise to talk before
I play just so long as you don’t talk very
much.
I heard you ... fired yet another
publisher. Would that be called Renal
failure?
In search of ... dirty deeds done dirt
cheap. Will also go for utterly nasty deeds
done for free.
I hope to see you ... on St. Patty’s Day at
the Clocktower Cellar because that way
we won’t have to race to the bottom!
I heard you ... fired yet another
publisher. Would that be called Renal
failure?
In search of ... dirty deeds done dirt
cheap. Will also go for utterly nasty deeds
done for free.
I see you two ... just can’t seem to get
along. Why don’t we just meet in the
middle and agree on trashy women?
I hope to ... see you on the slopes. If not,
I’m sure we can grind some rails later.
I heard you ... are selling the
Bookmobile. At the right price, I’ll rename
it the Shaggin’ Wagon and move to
Nevada. After all, no one reads up there
anyway.
I hope to see you ... over Easter
weekend. I’ll load up on Viagra and be
your rock for three days.
I heard you ... may run as a write-in
candidate. Hint: If they can’t fill out their
own information on your voter petition
correctly, how are they supposed to spell
Truax on an electoral ballot?
I saw you ... can’t count to twenty. Any
interest in joining our Wednesday night
poker game?
I saw you ... can’t keep your mouth
shut about me not being able to keep my
mouth shut. What can I say? I like d*&%.
In search of ... someone to whisper
sweet-nothings in your ear? I’m totally
your guy. I have nothing to say!
In search of ... someone to help me get
my boat on the water for fishing opener. If
you’ll scrub my hull, I’ll make sure to give
you extra rod on April 30.
I saw you ... are not allowed to run for
Town Council as a write-in candidate.
How lucky can a guy get? You get credit
for offering to serve without having to
actually do it.
I saw you ... may have to move your
herd. My pasture’s available if you’ve got
some big bulls. I see ... that the Eastside
is considered a tinder box this year. When
did you start going by the name Eastside?
I see you ... have four hungry children
and a crop in the field. Sure hope you’re
not relying on LADWP to water it.

In search of ... a clean-up hitter for our
summer softball league team. Maybe the
Red Sox will trade us Pablo Sandoval?
Although, his beer gut would put us to
shame.
I hope to see you ... at the pond skim
this weekend. I understand that there will
be two ponds, actually. You think they’ll
fill one with beer?
I saw you ... are interested in learning
how to write a resume. That’s really great,
because the current profession you’re in
doesn’t require one.
I heard you ... showed up at the
employment office in pajamas. Do you
work with the person mentioned above?
I understand ... that the squeaky wheel
gets the grease. What does the squeaky
box get? If you’d like to know the answer,
swing by the Sheet office and ask for
Bodine.
I hope to see you ... for the Fishmas
opener. Let’s practice our casting. I’ll be
the director and you be the porn star.
I saw you ... wanted to elevate your
palate. Buy a ticket for Food and Wine and
get a taste of my Rocky Mountain oysters.
I saw you ... wore a Raspberry Beret.
That’s an interesting color for a condom.
I wish I could see you ... at the Pamper
Pedal. Alas, I’m the wrong sex, which is
probably a good thing, since sporting
wood in spandex is really uncomfortable.
I saw you ... decided to open Sierra Star
this year. So long as you’te losing money
anyway, how about a free golf pass?
I saw you ... spell your name a very
interesting way. It’s a lot nicer than what
people call me. Dickkk.
In search of ... someone to make me a
campaign sign. Question: Do you charge
by the letter?
I saw you ... performed mouth to snout.
As a kid, were you nicknamed Thumper?
I saw you ... left part of a mouse by my
bed this morning. But why’d you leave the
tail? That’s the best part.
In search of ... someone to assist me
during Town Cleanup. I have this guy
who’s been freeloading at my house for
three weeks and I think it’s time for him to
move out.
I heard you ... are planning to cultivate
some weed. Can I cultivate you as my new
best friend?
In search of ... a glamorous film director
for tawdry union. I’ll be your John Wayne
Bobbitt so long as you don’t yell ‘cut’!
In search of ... a parking space? I know
it might be a little tight, but how about
trying the space near my unit?

I didn’t see you ... on the Council trolley
during the 4th of July parade. It still
might’ve worked as a float if you’d put
Demi Moore and a potter’s wheel in there.
I hope to see you ... at the carnival this
weekend. maybe afterwards, we can go to
my place and try the Un-Zipper.
I can’t wait ... to ride the Ferris Wheel
this weekend. You think we’ll get a view of
the Blue Roofs?
I saw you ... wish to erect “story poles”
for the Old Mammoth Place project. Great
idea. After all, every pole has a story to
tell.
I saw you ... ripped the head off a bear.
What kind of sick f*$# are you? Get on
over there right now and sew it back on!
Signed, Ted the Bear, star of Ted and Ted 2.
In search of ... next week’s Reggae
Festival? Best to follow the advice of
Toucan Sam: “Follow your nose. It always
knows”
I heard you... want to put in story poles.
What kind of stories can a pole tell? Or is
it the kind of pole stories are made of?
I hope to see you ... at Villagefest this
weekend, even though it’s been about
ten years since anyone saw the outline of
your ribs.
I saw you ... putting a shovel in the
ground for the Police building dedication.
First time I’ve seen you lift anything
heavier than a pen.
In search of ... a new hippie girlfriend?
Try the Michael Franti show.
I heard you say ... you were feeling the
Bern. You know, there’s medication for
that. It’s called penicillin.
I heard you ... were skimming off credit
cards in Lone Pine. I hadn’t realized credit
card technology had come to Lone Pine.
I see you ... start school this week. Yes,
it’s that time of year where you have to
trade in the bong for a one-hitter.
I hope to see you ... at Mammoth Rocks.
There’s nothing I like better than getting
under the cover (bands).
In search of ... someone to provide
some personal landscaping. I’ve been in a
drought for a few years myself, but unlike
the Town of Mammoth, I am willing to
experiment and change.
I hope to see you ... at the Rock ‘n Rye
this weekend. Will you think I’m a pussy if
I ask for a chaser?
I heard you ... are looking for some gas.
Don’t worry. Even though there’s only
one hose, they seem to be able to drown
everybody.
In search of ... some Fantasy Football
advice? Start Brady week one.

I hope to see you ... at the Tri-County
Fair. Based upon the looks of your trunk
and fenders, you spent the majority of
your young adulthood in a Destruction
Derby.
I saw your ... whip. I tried to nae-nae,
but I still can’t figure out what a nae-nae
is.
I hope to see you ... at the Milfpond
Music Festival. Let’s both pretend we’re 20
years younger, have no responsibilities,
and don’t carry that extra 25 pounds
around our waists.
In search of ... a little action at
Milfpond. Am worried I’ll end up in bed
with On Golden Pond.
I wish you ... good luck in building
the Taj Mahal. Am afraid you’ll build the
Trump Taj Mahal, which is now scheduled
for closure.
I saw you ... are getting married this
weekend. To quote a line from the Best
Picture Oscar film of 1994, “Run, Forrest!
Run!”
I hope you are aware ... that marriage
is like a box of chocolates. Yeah, a box of
crazy ass chocolates.
In search of ... a wedding gift? Go down
to Kmart and buy out its entire stock of
Monopoly games and retrieve as many
“Get out of Jail free” cards as you can.
I saw you ... are getting married for the
first time. Which makes you that much
closer to hiring your first attorney.
In search of ... a best man? Can I let
you in on a little secret? We’re all tied for
second.
I saw you ... are looking for a place to
live. I’ll bet if you squatted in an empty
office on the 2nd floor of the Sierra Center
Mall, no one would discover you for
months.
I saw you ... are looking for a place to
live. You can stay with me for free on one
condition: that you wear the little French
Maid’s outfit during the hours you spend
at home. Heck, I’ll even pay $200 a month
to watch you dust.
In search of ... a Halloween costume?
Come by my place. I’ve got a whole stack
of French maid’s outfits in assorted sizes.
In search of ... someone who can act
presidential. Will settle for someone
who hasn’t broken the law in the past 12
months.
I heard you ... have a place for rent in
Grass Valley. Do I need to be a tenant to
win a town contract?
In search of ... a job, but don’t feel like
you’re really qualified for the position?
Stop second-guessing yourself. In the
age of Trump, you don’t need no stinking
qualifications.
I’m afraid you ... are going to get
absolutely bombed for Thanksgiving. Try
to pace yourself. Maybe eat some food,
too. After all, you can’t have Wild Turkey
without the Turkey.
I saw you ... have family visiting for the
holiday. If it gets too stressful, visit your
second family at (insert name of favorite
bar here).
I heard you ... specialize in human
performance optimization. In other
words, you just ripped off the old U.S.
Army slogan and dressed it up in a lot of
fancy syllables.
I heard you ... specialize in human
performance optimization, yet you never
mentioned working for Pfizer in your bio.
In search of ... a Grinch to steal your
Christmas? Have you met my ex?
I heard your ... heart grew three times last
Christmas. Is that a side effect of Viagra?
You say you ... aren’t much for exchanging
gifts. That’s not what my doctor told me last
January.
I saw you ... dressed in a Santa Claus suit.
I’ll sit on your lap if the flap’s in the right
place.
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HORRORSCOPES
By Clou d s M cC lou d

Capricorn: As 2016 drops the mic

and makes way for 2017, most folks
in the crowd will be cheering. It’s
something you should get used to as
this next year of your life promises to
give you lots to cheer about, even if
sometimes it’ll be just to get to spend
a night with some quality Netflix and
chill time.
Aquarius: There once was a time
when where you are now and what
you have achieved, were nothing
more than dreams. There once was
a time when you let fear, or anger, or
jealousy, or ego hold you back. There
once was a time when Mammoth
Liquor only had 100 different beers.
Clouds still has the koozie! The point
is, this year what seems impossible
or improbable is possible. All you’ve
got to do is stay patient, stay positive,
expect amazing, and shag often to relieve stress and improve your overall
health.
Pisces: The Stars are saying that the
New Year looks very beneficial for
most aspects of your life. Things that
you have been working on for the last
couple years or so will blossom this
year. To help make sure they bloom
like perennials, instead of one-anddone annuals, please be thankful for
even the smallest flowers. And don’t
forget to stop and smell them, take
photos of them, and then share those
photos on social media accompanied
by an inspirational quote like: “If you
can’t say something nice, say something sarcastic.”

Aries: 2017 promises to be a fun and

exciting year for Aries, so keep a bag
ready to go, put on your big boy (or
girl) pants, buckle up and get ready
to for an adventure. Of course, most
adventures require tedious moments
of travel on things like buses, backseats of minivans and, if you’re lucky,
atop Shetland ponies. That’s why it’s
always a good idea to wear reliable
shoes and to carry carrots in your
pocket. It’ll make people think you’re
happy to see them.
Taurus: It looks like 2017 will be a
very productive year for you. To make
the most out of it, be open to new
ideas and experiences, and make sure
that you don’t fail for lack of effort
or attitude. There should be plenty
of reasons for a good attitude, but if
you’re having any trouble, the good
brewers in Mammoth, June Lake
and Bishop provide delicious liquid
attitude-enhancers.
Gemini: The Stars are reporting that
2017 will be a year of change for you.
Since change is the only consistent in
life, please accept, embrace, highfive, fist bump and pat the booty of
most of what comes your way. It will
help if you get lots of fun time to keep
you positive and happy. So go out
there and have a good time, maybe
not as much fun as the guys watching
Flyers or Kings’ games at the Liberty
Sports Bar—most of us aren’t that
tough, or crazy.
Cancer: The Stars are saying this
will be a big year of personal evo-

lution for you. The negativity that
has been wrapped around your life
like a cocoon will finally give way to
a rather badass butterfly. To help,
remember these words. From “Bugle
Boy,” aka “Flounder” aka “Dustin:” “If
you can’t sleep, try warm milk, or a
White Russian.” From Connie Lingus:
“Yes, I have a one-track mind, and it’s
a rather dirty track. Would you like to
take a lap, or two?” And from Gandhi:
“Be the change you wish to see in the
world.”
Leo: The Stars say 2017 will be a
very positive year for you, especially
for your wallet, career and love life.
Therefore, your advice for the New
Year is to stay positive, keep plugging
away, and to keep making time to unplug. It will also help to create some
kind of new routine to start your days
that will remind you to be positive,
be thankful and that it’s okay to enjoy
being naked, just not in most public
places. Riding the Sierra Wave with
Bob Todd each morning will help.
Virgo: This New Year promises to
steady, albeit not too exciting, sailing
for Virgos. Of course, slow and steady
wins the race and allows you time
to enjoy the view while you’re racing
through life. Therefore, your theme
song is The Eagles’ “Peaceful Easy
Feeling.” And your new regiment:
“Wake up. Eat. Kick booty. Be Cool
and Kind. Wax booty. Sleep. Repeat.”
Libra: Since Sheet founder Jack
Lunch is more than likely a Libra and
the newspaper is an extension of that

personality, your advice for 2017 will
come from other infamous authors.
A) “we need to discover a new will
and a new way/ we’re stuck here
now listening to the laughter of the
gods.” Charles Bukowski. B) “And I’m
beginning to see that that is the way
to do a lot of things in life—just to go
ahead and do them.” J.P. Donleavy.
C-minus) “Is my paranoia getting
completely out of hand, or are you
mongoloids really talking about me?”
John Kennedy Toole
Scorpio: To make the most out of all
the possibilities 2017 holds, please
heed the words of fellow sassy, sexy,
strong-willed and smart Scorpio,
Carrie Fisher. 4) “Youth and beauty
are not accomplishments. They’re
the temporary byproducts of time
or DNA.” 5) “Stay afraid, but do it
anyway. What’s important is the
action. You don’t have to wait to be
confident. Just do it and eventually
the confidence will follow.” 6) “Somewhere I’ll always be 24 and enslaved
and pissed!”
Sagittarius: The Stars are saying the
keys to your happiness in 2017 will
be to stay cool, calm and collected.
The great news is that there are lots of
ways to do this, and you’ll learn some
new ones like: yoga, reading Wayne
Dyer, partying like it’s 1999, detoxing like it’s 2000, taking long walks in
nature, getting au natural with your
favorite human pillow, volunteering,
traveling, sleeping in and then going
out to breakfast.
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