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Kendall and Kaylynn Spieler at the Sierra Nevada Resort’s easter egg 
hunt on Saturday, April 15. Over 2,000 eggs were snatched up by 
about 40 kids. See more photos of Easter, p. 11.

By Rea
Gregory talks Mammoth’s change of ownership
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   Co-eds

                               /p. 9/

 No Cook in the      
 kitchen

                           /p. 5/

 Toboggans of booze 

                       /p. 16-17/

Hear me roar

                           /p. 15/

NO PASSING LANE ON TIOGA

see DIFFERENT, page 10

Media and public officials get a look at the snowy road to Yosemite

PHOTO:GILES
Caltrans crews and Mono County officials survey progress on the Tioga Pass on Wednesday, April 19. 

By Giles
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Mammoth Resorts 
Chairman and CEO 
Rusty Gregory spoke 

to a crowd of approximately 
100 people on Monday, April 
17 to discuss the future of lo-
cal ski areas after Mammoth 
Resorts’ sale to Aspen Skiing 
and KSL Capital Partners was 
announced last week. 

“Most importantly, we 
need to close the transac-
tion,” Gregory told attendees, 
adding that the sale should 
be complete in the next 3-5 
months. 

“When this transaction 
closes, it’s... being combined 
with other resorts in a large 
geographical footprint … in 
a way that hedges against 
weather, in a way that only 
a multi-geographical resort 
can achieve.” Gregory cited 
“tremendous volatility and, 
of course, climate change” 
as challenges to the future 
of the ski industry. “The way 
to hedge against that is to 
not have all your eggs in one 
regional basket.”

He said that “for the fore-
seeable future it’s really busi-
ness as usual,” at Mammoth 
and June Mountains, and that 
season pass prices and access 
are not expected to change at 
the moment. 

He emphasized that, un-
like the Vail collective, which 
has made an effort to ho-
mogenize their resorts’ feel, 

the Aspen-KSL consortium 
seeks to “go out and find the 
radically idiosyncratic, au-
thentic cultures in mountain 
communities…and create a 
company of affiliated one-
of-a-kind resorts rather than 
common resorts.”

Essentially, the goal is not 
to turn Mammoth into Aspen, 
but to keep the feel of the 
Eastern Sierra, which pro skier 
Glen Plake called “radically 
different” than any other ski 
area in the world. 

Local property owner Paul 
Rudder asked Gregory on 
Monday what he foresaw in 
the way of capital investment 
in Mammoth Mountain in the 
next five years. Without miss-
ing a beat, Gregory responded, 
“One hundred million dol-
lars.” 

The priority focus, Gregory 
said, is Eagle Lodge. A replace-
ment for the “temporary” 
sprung structure (“those tents 
are a testament of things of 
the past, they need to go”) 
will be built, so Mammoth 
can “take Eagle Express and 
turn that into the gondola it 
is.” That proposed gondola 
would end at the top of Chair 
5, which would host a new 
restaurant. The third stage of 
the gondola would connect 
to the top of the mountain. A 
“gondola interconnect” would 

see TIOGA, page 6

On Wednesday, April 19, 
Caltrans District 9 staff 
opened the gates to 

Tioga Pass Road, also known 
as State Route 120, to local 
media and public officials. 
The group of Mono County 
staff, along with California 
Highway Patrol staff and 
Supervisors Bob Gardner and 
John Peters, met at the lower 
gate closure and was briefed 
by Mountain Superintendent 
Cliff Weier before donning 
hard hats and orange vests. 

Weier explained that 
Caltrans District 9 crews are 
working between 7 a.m. and 
12 p.m. daily to remove snow 
and fallen rocks from the 
State Highway. At midday, 

water that froze overnight 
in crevices between large 
boulders begins to flow freely, 
causing rock fall and wet 
slab avalanches that threaten 
workers’ safety. 

The work is certainly dan-
gerous. In 1995, a National 
Park Service Employee was 
killed while removing snow 
from a large snowdrift on 
Olmstead Point. According to 
Weier, one of the most dan-
gerous parts of the process is 
when crews first cut into the 
large snowdrifts that cover 
the road. “In some places, we 
are seeing drifts that are 50 to 
75 feet high,” said Weier. “In 
areas like the green bridge, 
we expect to see drifts as big 

Sweet ride, Sheriff

                           /p. 8/

BRE# 01237866

as 150 feet.” When crews cut 
into a bank of that size, they 
risk undercutting the slope 
and triggering an avalanche. 
The 1995 accident involved a 
loader-triggered avalanche. 

To mitigate the risks as-
sociated with rock fall and 
avalanches, Caltrans District 
9 has an Avalanche and Blast-
ing Crew. This four-person 
team assesses slope stability 
and scopes out places that 
could be dangerous before 
the rest of the road crew gets 
to them. When large boulders 
fall into the road, they blow 
them up. When road crews 
approach an area where a 
large snowbank is attached to 
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So the question is, when it comes to a multi-million dollar deci-
sion which will affect local taxpayers for decades to come, whom 
will Mono County Supervisors choose to believe: Its staff and con-
sultants, or one of its current landlords in Mammoth Lakes. 

The ballad of the proposed South County facility robbed the vari-
ous participants of another 4.5 hours of their lives on Tuesday, April 
18. First, there was a two-and-a-half hour workshop in the after-
noon featuring the County only. 

The evening session was supposed to include the Town of Mam-
moth Lakes as well, but Assistant County Counsel Christian Milov-
ich informed those in attendance that the Town couldn’t participate 
because the item had not been properly advertised. 

So the County, to indulge those members of the public who’d 
shown up for the meeting, obliged by volleying the issue around for 
another two hours. 

Alas, Federer-Nadal this was not. 
The following are the two options the County is considering. 
1.) Extend the lease at the Sierra Center Mall, which is set to expire 

in 2019. 
Drew Hild, representing the Sierra Center, said the mall is of-

fering a 10-year lease extension which would give the County 
30,000-square feet of space for an all-in cost of $73,000/month. 

He then estimated it would cost the County $164,000/month to 
build and finance a new building, or a total of $55 million over 35 
years. The assumptions in his calculation: 42,000-square foot build-
ing financed at 4% over 35 years. 

Jay Bretton, a general contractor with 35 years of local experience, 
said he’d run some numbers on the proposal and gave his estimate 
in the afternoon meeting: a $58 million project, based on “formulas 
and percentages from buildings we have actually built.” 

2.) Build a new building, possibly in collaboration with the Town. 
Chris Taylor of HMC Architects spoke at the evening session. Inter-
estingly, his contract is with the Town of Mammoth Lakes. He  said 

WHOM TO BELIEVE?

see BELIEVE, page 15

he was hired 18 months ago to do a study of a civic center facility 
while he was designing the police facility. 

He said he’s been doing public buildings for more than 30 years 
and it’s “not that hard” to do estimates. 

Taylor said he’s managed to reduce the estimated size of the build-
ing from an initial 42,000-square feet (which Hild used in his calcu-
lations) to 32,000-square feet, and he says he can do the whole thing 
(including “soft” costs, site improvements and parking) for $20.5 
million. That would be the construction number, independent of 
financing. 

Hild had the construction number at approximately $30 million. 
In addition, Taylor said a joint 53,000-square foot building with 

the Town would cost a total of $34.7 million, with the Town’s share at 
$14.2 million. 

“I’m really struggling with whom to believe here,” said Stump, 
after hearing Taylor’s presentation. “Where do we find an umpire?” 

Mono County Administrator Leslie Chapman piped up, “In my 
opinion, HMC (Taylor) is the referee.” She said she thought HMC 
had “nailed” the police facility. 

Town of Mammoth Lakes Engineering Manager Haislip Hayes told 
the assembled audience that the new police facility is not over bud-
get despite 58 weather day delays. He gave a “late summer” comple-
tion date. 

SKYLINE TREE SERVICE

CLIMBER
SPECIALIST

(760)709-6893    www.skylinearborist.com

• Tree Removals 

• Tree Pruning

CA D-49 Lic. # 976309      Cert. Arb. # WE-9537AT

• Tree Risk Assessment

• Fuels Reduction

• Consultations

• Bonded & Insured
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see LETTERS, page 9

Population meditation

Dear Editor:

The most dangerous problem fac-
ing our environment now and in the 
future—whether local, national or 
global —is human overpopulation. 
The prominent theme at the first Earth 
Day in 1970 was “sustainability” which 
included population stabilization. U.S. 
population was 200 million then and 
has grown 60% to 320 million now, 
with the majority coming from immi-
gration. Honduras had 1 million peo-
ple in 1950, now it has 8 million people 
and is projected to have 13 million in 
2050. Overpopulation is why people 
immigrate. The ecological footprint of 
a Mexican is 6 acres versus an Ameri-
cans 24 acres. The carbon footprint of 
an average American is 26 times larger 
than a person living in India. 

The environmental movement has 
morphed into “overpopulation de-
niers” that now ignores the significant 
ecological impact mass immigration 
has to the U.S.

The Sierra Club’s official 1989 posi-
tion was: “Immigration to the U.S. 
should be no greater than that which 
will permit achievement of population 
stabilization in the U.S.” The goal was 
to create an environmentally sustain-
able America, where human popula-
tion growth would not outstrip natural 
processes and other resources vital to 
human existence.

LETTERS                            

Plug in, post up, collaborate and tap into a creative community. 

These two new, modern, convenient coworking spaces make 

it easier for you to get the most out of your mountain lifestyle. 

Because the more you play, the better you work.

Work and play 
in a place you love.

NOW OPEN
DOWNTOWN

Sierra Center Mall, 1st Floor
452 Old Mammoth Rd,

MAIN LODGE
Next to Tusks Bar, 3rd Floor

10001 Minaret Road

FORTATMAMMOTH.COM

Daily, weekly and monthly memberships available, 
plus a year-round-access upgrade for Cali4nia Passholders. 

Formerly called Techreation: Mammoth

Feminist and human rights advo-
cates took over the Population Com-
mittee of the Sierra Club and changed 
the goal from population stabilization 
to empowering women. Population 
stabilization efforts were considered 
a form of coercion, any talk of fam-
ily planning was taboo. They believed 
population stabilization was an assault 
on women’s rights to choose how 
many children they had.

In the 1990s a policy rift developed 
within the hierarchy of the Sierra Club. 
One side favored reduced immigration 
and included such eminent figures as 
Earth Day founder and former U.S. 
Senator Gaylord Nelson, former Sierra 
Club director David Brower, and for-
mer Interior Secretary Stewart Udall.

As reported in the March 7, 1998 
Washington Post: Immigration Policy 
Dispute Rocks Sierra Club. Sierra Club 
leaders on the other side were deter-
mined to stop any attempt to advocate 
for reduced immigration and launched 
a “guilt by association” smear cam-
paign prior to an election of all club 
members on the topic. They provided 
members information that supporters 
of reduced immigration were “extrem-
ists acting from racial prejudice.” 

They aligned former Ku Klux Klan 
leader David Duke with the support-
ers of reduced immigration. Carl Pope, 
the club’s then-executive director, told 
the Washington Post that if the orga-
nization favored reduced immigration 
“we would be perceived as assisting 

people whose motivations are racist.” 
Pope added “when environmentalists 
say the human impact is just too large, 
people will suspect we are saying the 
human footprint is just too dark.”

With the politically correct elite 
globalist cheap labor lobby from both 
political parties on Pope’s side, the 
reduced-immigration proposal failed 
by a 60-40 margin, with 13 percent of 
Club members voting.

“People have been silenced because 
they are scared to death of being 
charged with being a racist, but racism 
has nothing to do with it. It’s a ques-
tion of numbers” said liberal and civil 
rights advocate Gaylord Nelson regard-
ing the smear campaign.

David Brower highlighted his frus-
tration with the Sierra Club’s immigra-
tion stance when he resigned from 
the board in 2000. “Overpopulation 
is perhaps the biggest problem fac-
ing us, and immigration is part of that 
problem,” he said. He added: “It has 
to be addressed” “The planet is being 
trashed, but the board has no real 
sense of urgency.”

Environmentalist Don Weeden said 
“When the principal source of popula-
tion growth morphed from the baby 
boom to the immigration boom, that’s 
when they [Sierra Club] dropped out of 
the discussion.”Other major environ-
mental organizations followed with an 
open border approach to immigration, 
dropping overpopulation concerns 
from their platforms.

In 2004 Wall Street hedge fund 
manager and California philanthropist 
David Gelbaum gave a donation of 
$101.5 million to the Sierra Club which 
dwarfed all previous individual contri-
butions. Gelbaum is quoted saying,  “I 
did tell Carl Pope in 1994 or 1995 that if 
they ever came out anti-immigration, 
they would never get a dollar from 
me.”

In this age of hypersensitivity to 
identity politics there is nothing 
people fear more than being labeled a 
racist, xenophobic, nativist, bigot. Pro-
jecting these “white guilt” labels with 
absolute moral authority to reframe 
and end any rational debate on im-
migration is failing. The stigmatization 
of environmentalist who advocated 
“sustainability” by human rights “open 
borders” environmentalist has now 
expanded into our national political 
debate.

On this Earth Day 2017 consider the 
“population challenge” of Professor 
Albert Bartlett: Can you think of any 
problem in any area of human endeav-
or on any scale, from microscopic to 
global, whose long-term solution is in 
any demonstrable way aided, assisted, 
or advanced by further increases in 
population, locally, nationally, or glob-
ally?

Gary Guenther
Mammoth Lakes
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We as fire managers 

are hesitant to say that 

this winter is enough to 

end the drought.

”

“

-Deb Schweizer

On Monday, April 17, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration Meteorologist 

Chris Smallcomb gave a lecture in 
Mammoth Lakes regarding flooding 
forecasts for the spring and summer. 
According to Smallcomb, 49 atmo-
spheric rivers made landfall over 
the western United States between 
October 1, 2016 and April 12, 2017. The 
average is about 10. 

On Thursday, April 7, California 
Governor Jerry Brown declared an end 
to California’s drought-driven state 
of emergency. Data collected by the 
National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration’s Airborne Snow Observa-
tory indicates that, as of April 1, there 
was 1.2 million acre feet of snow in the 
Tuolumne River Basin alone. That’s 
enough water to fill the Rose Bowl 
nearly 1,600 times. 

Despite record snowfall, Deb Sch-
weizer, Public Information Officer 
for the Inyo National Forest, told The 
Sheet that fire managers are hesitant to 
agree with Brown’s statement that the 
drought is over. “This year was tremen-
dous,” said Schweizer in an interview 
this week, “but we as fire managers 
are hesitant to say that this winter is 
enough to end the drought.” 

Los Angeles Department of Water 
and Power (LADWP) announced this 
month that it plans to drain water from 
its Eastern Sierra reservoirs, including 
Long Valley Reservoir, in preparation 
for the record volume of snowmelt and 
runoff forecasted for the spring. The 
City of Los Angeles even declared a 
state of emergency 
for its aqueduct 
equipment. 

Smallcomb con-
firmed that flooding 
is inevitable. “In the 
best case scenario, 
we will see a gradual 
rise of temperatures, 
with a gradual melt-
ing rate for snow. 
In the worst case 
scenario, we see a 
continuation of the 
pattern of atmo-
spheric rivers making landfall into 
late spring. Instead of snow, they drop 
rain. Then we’ll see flash flooding,” 
said Smallcomb on Monday. He also 
predicted that the Walker River Basin 
has an especially high risk of flooding, 
particularly from May to July. 

Schweizer said that the excess water 
will likely delay the start of fire season 

FLOODS AND FIRE: IN THE WAKE OF THE DROUGHT
Forty-nine atmospheric rivers so far this season won’t necessarily reduce fire risk in Sierra
By Giles

in forested areas. “In big snow years 
such as this one, we often see snow-
pack persist in higher areas well into 
July. I think it’s fair to say that we and 
other forests will be looking for oppor-
tunities to manage natural wildland 
fires that occur in wilderness areas and 
do not threaten communities, espe-

cially early in the 
season.” 

During the 
drought years, for-
est managers across 
California observed 
widespread tree 
mortality. This 
tree mortality was 
attributed to a 
handful of factors, 
including climate 
change, lack of 
water resources, a 
history of fire sup-

pression, and Pine Beetle infestations. 
The result is that many forests on the 
Western slope of the Sierra have a lot 
of standing dead trees. Schweizer said 
that the Inyo National Forest has not 
observed the same drastic rise in tree 
mortality, as the southern Sierra, but 
that it is still a concern. “The Sierra 
Nevada is a fire-adapted ecosystem, 

and our trees have protections that 
served them even during the drought,” 
said Schweizer. “For example, Jeffrey 
Pine bark is very thick and contains 
fire-resistant resins. That’s still a great 
defense for those trees…in moder-
ate fire exposure,” said Schweizer. 
In desert areas, the additional pre-
cipitation allowed grasses to grow that 
could boost fire danger in the valleys. 
“We will likely see a bumper crop of 
grasses, that, when they cure, will pose 
an increased fire hazard.” 

Moderate fire exposure is precisely 
what the Inyo National Forest and 
its partners seek to facilitate in local 
ecosystems. Schweizer said that, prior 
to human intervention, Eastern Sierra 
forests burned every five to ten years. 
“We are dealing with the legacy of 150 
years of fire suppression, not manage-
ment,” said Schweizer. “If we manage 
sections of forest using prescribed 
burns in wet years, we can prevent 
the massively destructive fires that 
we saw during the drought… I’m sure 
forest managers on the west side will 
be thinking the same thing. That said, 
there’s a big difference in the amount 
of smoke produced by a managed 
10,000 acre lightning fire and a 150,000 
acre fire like the Rough Fire.” 
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He’s been pretty easy 

to forget since 2013.

”

“

-Jason Graham
on Paul Cook 

Representative Paul Cook, (8th) 
which includes Inyo and Mono 
counties, was noticeably ab-

sent from appeareances for several 
months following the inauguration of 
President Donald Trump. A website 
was dedicated to looking for the miss-
ing Congressman, www.whereispaul-
cook.com, and missing posters were 
placed on milk cartons.

Cook joins a growing list of Repub-
lican Congressmen that are not show-
ing, not holding or regret attending 
town hall meetings in their districts. 
Constituents are angry at Trump’s 
agenda and are asking and yelling 
their demands and questions. Califor-
nia Representative Tom McClintock 
(4th) needed a police escort from one 
rowdy meeting.

Since being elected in 2013, Cook 
has held one town hall meeting in 
Bishop in September 2013, another 
in 2014 in Hesperia and a Twitter 
town hall in 2014, and that’s it prior 
to Trump’s election. Jason Graham 
of Indivisible Victor Valley said he’s 
never been a fan of Cook, “But he’s 
been easy to forget since 2013.”

Cook held his first town hall meet-
ing of the new administration, via 
telephone on Wednesday, March 29, 
attended by 3,700 people, but he will 
not be attending a meeting in Victor 
Valley on April 22. The town hall was 
paid for and organized by the group 
Indivisible Victor Valley. Indivisible 

is a nationwide, grassroots project 
that helps local activist groups effect 
change and defeat the Trump agenda.

Michael Fresquez, Senior Advisor 
to Cook, said he did not cancel the 
April 22 town hall. “The event on April 
22 is a political stunt organized by 
Indivisible, a group actively working 
to defeat him in 
the next elec-
tion,” Fresquez 
stated in an email. 
“Rep. Cook will 
not participate in 
any such political 
stunt, and he will 
not participate 
in any Indivis-
ible events in the 
future.”

Graham told 
The Sheet, 
“That’s not, has 
never been our 
intention. As an 
Indivisible group 
our mission is 
solely to pressure our congressman to 
resist the Trump agenda. Anyone who 
thinks otherwise has obviously never 
read [our] guide or done even the 
most cursory research on us.”

Cook is not a fan of the town hall 
meetings that “reward the loudest 
voices in the room, while marginal-
izing other constituents who have im-
portant issues they want to discuss” 

Fresquez said.
Cook welcomes constructive dis-

course by detractors and supporters, 
Fresquez explained and will continue 
to have tele-town hall meetings. 

Margy Verba, de-facto leader of 
Indivisible Eastern Sierra, said her 
group does not advocate uncivil con-

versation, yelling 
or being rude at a 
town hall, but said 
that people are 
angry. 

Fresquez did 
not respond to 
the question of 
whether or not 
constituents will 
become calmer 
or grow angrier 
the longer Cook 
waits to make an 
appearance.

Cook spends 
time in his district 
but no one ever 
sees him, Graham 

says. Cook will come out for a cer-
emonial speech at some event, then 
leave quickly.

Cook votes against the interests of 
his constituents, Graham said. Cook 
consistently voted against immigra-
tion reform, including President 
Obama’s Executive Amnesties. Cook 
supports President Trump’s plan to 
build a wall between the U.S. and 

DOESN’T PLAY WELL WITH OTHERS
Paul Cook dodges the Indivisible gang and protestors
By Bodine

Mexico. 
He said in a letter to the Victor 

Valley Press that he would not put 
himself or his staff in harm’s way of 
the protestors at town hall meetings,  
or Indivisible protestors who “seek 
to dominate the event with bellicose 
behaviors, creating not a dialogue but 
an indoor protest space with ample 
media coverage.”

Cook is not alone in his wariness to 
go outside. Think Progress reported 
on February 23 that Texas Represen-
tative Louie Gohmert wrote in a letter 
to constituents that he will not be 
attending town hall meetings because 
of violent protestors, some of whom 
he believes are paid, that threaten the 
safety of himself and others. 

McClintock was one of the first to 
make town hall news when he had 
to deal with 750 angry constituents 
for two hours. Later in February, he 
needed a police escort after a town 
hall got rowdy. 

Verba said Indivisible is doing what 
it touts and getting people motivated 
about participating in democratic 
process and showing them how.

“People that have never done any-
thing political are coming out of the 
woodwork,” Verba said. This includes 
young people, a rarity at civic clubs 
and events in the 21st century.

Cook is seeking re-election in 2018.
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TIOGA
continued from page 1

A Caterpillar is dwarfed by a snow drift 
as it chips away at the snowpack on Tioga 
Pass’ Grey Slide. 

SKIM &
PARTY

Come out to Canyon Lodge to watch costumed skiers and 
snowboarders straight-line it across an ice cold 110-foot pond at this 
crazy-fun spring event – then keep the party going at the Beach Bar. 

ANNUAL POND SKIM

APRIL 23 

REGISTRATION @ 9AM*
EVENT STARTS @ 2PM

*LIMITED SPOTS AVAILABLE.

Left: Jim Patterson, Avalanche Supervisor, and Sky Greytak, Avalanche Lead Worker, with “The Ava-launcher.”Right: A slide visible 
from Tioga Pass, above the Power Line Rd. 

a snow flow that has a large cornice 
at its top, they shoot it and trigger 
the avalanche before the crews ar-
rive. 

Jim Patterson is the Avalanche Su-
pervisor. The tour guests met Patter-
son just before the end of the cleared 
section of road, about 7 miles below 
Yosemite’s gate, and just before War-
ren Canyon. He and his crew use a 
nitrogen-powered “Ava-launcher” to 
fire one-kilogram charges at snow-
covered slopes that affect the road. 
The gun is fixed to a snowcat and 
has a range of roughly 3 miles. It is 
so powerful that it has the potential 
to set off rock slides and avalanches 
on the far side of the canyon when it 
is fired, just by virtue of the noise it 
produces.  

According to Patterson, it takes at 
least three years of training to ac-
quire a blasting license in the State 
of California. On Wednesday, he and 
his crew were observing a thirty-to-
forty-foot-high cornice on top of 
Mount Warren that Patterson said 
could, if dislodged, create a slide 
that would spill over State Route 120 
and into the canyon below. He and 
Weier hoped it would fall naturally 
over the weekend. If it does not, the 
crew will blast it away early next 
week. 

When asked how his crew aims 
and fires the “Ava-launcher,” which 
has no scope, Patterson said, “ex-
perience.” They use a 100-foot-long 
detonation cord to fire the gun. 

“That’s new. Until a few years ago 
there were no regulations and we 
just fired it ourselves—OSHA found 
out about that and made the 100-
foot rule,” said Patterson. “We only 
ever do things safely.” 

According to Weier and Patterson, 
one of the most challenging safety 
considerations Caltrans staff has to 
contend with is the public’s desire 
to access the backcountry while 
the road is being cleared. Over the 
course of our tour, participants saw 
a small wet avalanche spill down a 
gully, over a berm and into the road. 
There were countless boulders in 
the road, which Weier said were new 
since the night prior. Two back-
country skiers skinned up the power 
plant road at the base of the canyon, 

looking like dots against the white 
landscape. Patterson said he and his 
crew do their best to block the road 
and put up ample signage to inform 
the public of when they are blasting, 
but that skiers and motorists often 
disregard the warnings. “Once the 
charge goes off, the scene becomes 
very different,” said Patterson. 

With regard to the pass opening, 
District 9 Supervisor Brent Green 
said that there is still no hard date 
for when Tioga Pass will open this 
year. The latest the pass has ever 
opened is July 1. Caltrans plans to 
host these behind-the-scenes tours, 
open to media and public officials, 
every few weeks until the pass is 
open. 

 



Will record snowmelt be a boon for traditional water managers?
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EMERGENCY, OR AN 
ANSWERED PRAYER?

Complex investigation results in prison sentence

On March 20, 2017 the Mayor of 
Los Angeles issued an emergency 
declaration for the Owens Valley as a 
response to the record snowpack that 
fell upon the Sierra Nevada mountain 
range this winter. With snowpack 
levels in the Eastern Sierra register-
ing at 241 percent of normal, the Los 
Angeles Department of Water and 
Power (LADWP) is expecting one of 
the largest snowpack runoffs from 
the watershed in the over 100-year 
history of the Los Angeles Aqueduct. 
To put this into perspective, up to 1 
million acre feet of water, about twice 
the amount of water that residents of 
Los Angeles consume in a year, is ex-
pected to flow through the aqueduct 
system from the Owens Valley.

But this flooding phenomenon is 
not a new concept in the Owens Val-
ley. In fact, the original inhabitants of 
the valley rightfully called this place 
Payahüünadü—the place of flow-
ing water. My people are the Nüümü 
(Paiute) and Newe (Shoshone) and 
our traditional water management 
systems, including flood irrigation 
and the manipulation and spread-
ing of water across the valley, was 
instrumental in helping our eco-
system bloom since time immemo-
rial. Our elders and stories tell us of 
times when our entire valley con-
sisted of wetlands, marshlands, and 
swamps—making for an abundance 
of crops, animals, hunting and fish-
ing grounds, and simply put: a good 
life.

There is a reason that the Paiute 
and Shoshone people call the wet-
lands Mother Earth’s liver. They pro-
vide valuable functions that no other 
ecosystem can, including their ability 
to naturally purify and improve water 
quality, provide flood protection and 
maintain surface water flow during 
dry periods, recharge groundwater, 
and provide habitats for fish and 
wildlife. The restoration and protec-
tion of these wetlands throughout 
the Owens Valley is necessary not 
only for the indigenous people and 
the local residents of the valley, but 
for the entire ecosystem. Indigenous 
knowledge of wetlands manage-
ment provides an important basis for 
natural resource management, which 
has evolved over several hundred 
generations of people living on, and 
managing custodial responsibility for 
the environment. 

LADWP reasons that protection 
measures are needed to prevent 
flood waters from ending up in the 
natural end point in the valley: the 
Owens dry lake. Once one of the 
largest lakes in California, the Owens 
Lake became reduced to a dry lake 
after LADWP built the Los Angeles 
Aqueduct and began diverting the 
surface water 200 miles south to Los 
Angeles. This caused the area to be-

ROSSY TO SERVE NINE YEARS

By Anna Hohag

OP-ED

come one of the worst dust pollution 
problems in the country. Because of 
subsequent lawsuits that mandated 
LADWP mitigate the dust pollution 
under the Clean Water Act, they have 
since “invested” $1.1 billion in dust 
mitigation infrastructure on the Ow-
ens dry lake. They now claim that the 
excess runoff threatens to damage 
these dust control areas; hence the 
Emergency Proclamation.

There is a lot of distrust of LADWP 
in the Owens Valley and for good 
reason. Many have heard about the 
California Water Wars and the as-
sociated stories of LADWP sneakily 
buying-up and monopolizing land 
and water rights in the valley. For 
my people, who once were the only 
people living in the valley, a land 
exchange between the federal gov-
ernment and LADWP (to the benefit 
of LADWP) left the numerous tribes 
in the valley on some of the small-
est land bases in the country—away 
from their traditional homes, water 
resources, sacred sites, and hunting, 
fishing, and gathering grounds.

My advice to the Mayor and 
LADWP is this: slow down, listen, and 
rethink your strategy. The indigenous 
people of the valley have managed 
the water systems for centuries; 
perhaps it’s time to look to them 
for some solutions. To proclaim an 
emergency to prevent water from 
going into the lake you caused to 
go dry as opposed to revitalizing an 
ecosystem is contrary to progress. 
After a century of monopolization 
and exploitation, forcibly removing 
people from their homelands, and 
destroying riparian areas and pre-
cious groundwater basins, it’s time to 
put consciousness above the eco-
nomic value of an outdated, imperi-
alistic scheme.

Our people will be at the shores 
of our riverbeds joyfully and eagerly 
welcoming the arrival of our paya 
(water) back into the Payahüünadü. 

Anna Hohag is a citizen of the 
Bishop Paiute Tribe, born and raised 
in the Eastern Sierras in Bishop, CA. 
Currently, Anna is in her final year 
of law school at the James E. Rogers 
College of Law at The University of 
Arizona where she is studying Indig-
enous Peoples Law and Policy and 
Water Policy. Anna serves as the Area 
1 Representative for the National Na-
tive American Law Students Associa-
tion (NNALSA), President of her local 
NALSA chapter at The University of 
Arizona, and is a board member of the 
California Indian Law Association 
(CILA). This year, Anna was selected as 
a Delegate Speaker at the One Young 
World Environmental Summit where 
she was honored to be introduced by 
President Alejandro Toledo, the first 
indigenous President of Peru.

Press Release

Former Inyo County Health & 
Human Services Integrated 
Caseworker Supervisor Dawndee 

Rossy was sentenced this week to nine 
years in prison to be served at the 
California Department of Corrections 
and Rehabilitation (DCR). Ms. Rossy 
has been in custody at the Inyo County 
Jail since August 29, 2016, and will 
soon be transported to the reception 
center for the DCR. She was also or-
dered to pay restitution in the amount 
of $1,543,785.24, plus an additional 
$272,491.00 for unpaid state income 
tax.

The sentencing followed a long legal 
process which began in January 2013 
when irregularities were discovered in 
a public assistance benefit case super-
vised by Ms. Rossy. Upon being inter-
viewed by Bishop Police Department 
and District Attorney Investigators, 
Ms. Rossy admitted her involvement in 
diverting public assistance monies to 
her own use. 

The complex investigation that 
followed revealed over thirty false or 
fraudulent welfare accounts created 
or reopened by Ms. Rossy. The evi-
dence at trial showed that she devel-
oped a sophisticated plan whereby 
she acquired social security numbers 
and other identifying information 
for individuals living throughout the 
country and created public assistance 
benefit accounts on their behalf in 
Inyo County. The benefits were then 
placed on electronic benefit cards 
(similar to ATM or credit cards) which 
she then used to withdraw cash for 
her own benefit. Ms. Rossy forged and 
filed hundreds of false documents in 
the cases, creating a realistic look-
ing “paper trail” justifying the benefit 
awards. None of the individuals whose 
identities were stolen were aware that 
their identifying information was be-
ing used improperly. Obviously forged 
documents were found in a search 
of her office, and she was recorded 

using electronic benefit cards issued 
to fraudulent cases at local financial 
institutions.

  The trial in her case began in 
February, 2016 before the Honorable 
Philip Argento, who was assigned 
to the case by the California Judicial 
Council. Over the course of the multi-
week non-jury trial, over 450 exhibits 
were admitted into evidence, and the 
court heard testimony from more than 
twenty witnesses. On August 15, 2016, 
Judge Argento found Ms. Rossy guilty 
of 88 separate felonies including grand 
theft, embezzlement, conspiracy to 
commit theft, misappropriation of 
public funds, forgery, identity theft, 
manufacture of deceptive identifica-
tion documents, filing false docu-
ments in public records, and state 
income tax evasion. He also found to 
be “true” various enhancements re-
garding the amount of loss, and found 
that Ms. Rossy had misappropriated 
$1,543,785.24.

The investigation was coordinated 
by DA Investigator Stephanie Rennie 
and Bishop Police Officer Mark Guti-
errez (now an Inyo County Sheriff’s 
Deputy). The tax fraud investigation 
was conducted by Special Agent Karen 
Lees of the California Franchise Tax 
Board. District Attorney Tom Hardy 
personally handled the trial proceed-
ings. Invaluable assistance was also 
provided by the Fiscal Services office 
of the County Department of Health 
and Human Services as well as cur-
rent and former Health and Human 
Services Employment and Public As-
sistance staff.
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Japanese-American veterans of WWII, and veterans of subsequent wars, were honored 
at the Japanese American National Museum on April 15, for the 75th anniversary of 
the Santa Anita Assembly Center. 

PHOTO: JAMES

By James
75th Anniversary of Santa Anita Assembly Center recognized

Mono County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment needs to purchase five 
more vehicles this year, but 

are $75,000 short. The Department 
will remain short for years to come, 
as vehicle replacement is, usually, an 
annual event. In the past, seven ve-
hicles, for example, would be bought 
one year, then zero purchases would 
be made the next year.

The five vehicles desired will cost 
between $339,597 and $356,983 total, 
depending on the make of the ve-
hicle, or about $72,000 a piece. This 
includes outfitting costs of approxi-
mately $35,000. The Ford Interceptor 
comes in at $70,332, the Ford Expe-
dition costs $73,532, and the Chevy 
Tahoe amounts to $73,914.

The fix will be for the Sheriff to 
increase contributions to the County 
motor pool by 30-percent this year, 
and every year for next six to seven 
years, so by 2022-23 there will be 
sufficient funding to purchase new 
vehicles annually without deficit. The 
Sheriff will have a separate capital 
reserve within the motor pool, with 
a projected $400,000 for vehicle pur-
chases. 

The Sheriff will purchase a mini-
mum number of vehicles, no less 
than three, every year, which will 
keep down maintenance costs and 

not have to use motor pool funding 
for repairs of aging vehicles.

There are current salary cost-sav-
ings, with the Department currently 
down five deputies, but CAO Leslie 
Chapman said she did not want to 
use those funds. There are savings 
in the non-payroll operating budget 
and that money can be added to the 
pool. 

The County is also hoping for an 
increase in property tax revenue, 
Transient Occupancy Tax is do-
ing very well, according to Finance 
Director Janet Dutcher, and an added 
recreational marijuana tax could 
bring in extra revenue, too. 

Dutcher said other departments 
will never be cut to fund Sheriff 
vehicles. 

Ducther is not suggesting budget 
cuts, but rather fine tuning with an 
“increased precision” in budgeting. 
For example, if $100,000 is budgeted 
for an item known to cost $75,000, 
and the carryover would go to the 
General Fund, why not budget that 
item for $85,000, allowing a little 
wiggle room, and carry less over?

In the case of Sheriff vehicles, any 
carryover from annual purchases 
would go back into the General Fund. 
Dutcher suggested putting the left-
over into the Capitol Reserve Fund.

A bridge loan may be necessary to 
provide cash flow for purchases until 
the Capital Reserve account reaches 
a sustainable level of $400,000 to 
$500,000, said Dutcher.

Mono County Supervisors heard 
from Dutcher and Sheriff Ingrid 
Braun about the funding, or lack 
thereof, and costs of vehicles on 
Tuesday, April 18. Supervisor Larry 
Johnston has been against the pur-
chase of expensive vehicles. For the 
price the Sheriff wants to spend on 
cars, he suggested buying tanks or 
Porsches. He added he has heard that 
the Ford dealer in Bishop can sell 
Interceptors to Inyo County Sheriff’s 
Department for $40,000.

Braun explained those vehicles 
need to be outfitted just as any 
vehicle would at a price of around 
$35,000, for a total of $75,000.

Johnston has claimed that County 
policy is to purchase vehicles all of 
the same make, such as all Fords 
or Chevys, to save on repair costs. 
Chapman said the written article 
or document of the “same makes” 
policy, cannot be found, and there is 
likely no such policy.

Johnston also said that, since the 
Department is down five deputies, he 
didn’t want to buy cars if there’s no 
one to drive them.

Supervisor Bob Gardner told John-
ston that making comparisons to 
Porsches is not doing any good, nor 
is it good governance. 

The Supervisors gave direction to 
staff to move ahead with the Capital 
Reserve Fund and gave permission to 
the Sheriff’s Office to purchase what-
ever vehicles they wanted to, which 
will likely be the Tahoe. 

Endless Possibilities
Await You!

CALL  TODAY
BISHOP 760-872-1565

MAMMOTH 760-934-2875
www.cerrocoso.edu
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Classes start August 19, 2017
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and do something with my life that is
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 – MATTHEW,STUDENT

By Bodine
Better budgeting to keep Mono County Sheriff in new cars 

JAPANESE-AMERICANS 
GATHER TO REMEMBER

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
SAVES UP FOR A NEW CAR

On Saturday, April 15, over 
250 Japanese Americans and 
guests gathered at the Japa-

nese American National Museum 
(JANM) in Los Angeles for the 75th 
Anniversary of the Santa Anita As-
sembly Center. 

Best known for thoroughbred 
horse racing, the Santa Anita Race 
Track in Arcadia hosts some of the 
most prominent racing events in the 
United States. Largely unknown to 
most Americans and racing aficiona-
dos, it also served as an assembly area 
for seven months after President Roo-
sevelt issued Executive Order 9066 
on February 19, 1942 which resulted 
in more than 19,000 Japanese Ameri-
cans being evicted from their homes 
and incarcerated between April 1942 
through October 27, 1942 after the 
outbreak of World War II.

Executive Order 9066 authorized 
military commanders to exclude “any 
or all persons” from certain areas in 
the name of national defense.  

The original Executive Order 9066 
is on temporary display at the JANM 
until May 21.

There were seventeen temporary 
“assembly centers” designated to 
house the evicted population until 
construction on the more permanent 
and isolated concentration camps 
were finished. Most, like Santa Anita, 
were converted from race tracks or 
fairgrounds. 

Most survivors attending Saturday’s 
event were only children at the time 
and many have little or no memory of 
their time there. The concern now is 
how to go about making sure that the 
lessons from that sad time continue. 
Will the current and future genera-
tions continue to keep the memory of 
the camps and lessons learned alive?

The museum hall in which the 
remembrance was held was a fitting 
place to have the event. It sits on the 
site of one of the pickup points where 
Japanese-Americans were ordered to 
report to be bused to the concentra-
tion camps.

The Bombu Taiko Group from 
Higashi Jonganji Buddhist Church 
performed on drums to kick off the 
event, followed by the Reverend 

Dr. Alfred Tsuyuki of the Konko Kyo 
Church, who lead an opening prayer 
to celebrate the 75th Remembrance.

Lunch was traditional bento, which 
is a single-portion takeout meal com-
mon in Japanese cuisine. A tradition-
al bento holds rice, fish or meat, with 
pickled or cooked vegetables.

There was a video greeting from the 
actor and activist George Takei, best 
known for his role as Hikaru Sulu, 
helmsman of the USS Enterprise in 
the television series Star Trek.

Entertainment included a very 
poised Veronica Toyomi Ota, the 2015 
Nisei Week Princess, singing “I’ll Be 
Seeing You,” a much-loved song dur-
ing World War II, when it became an 
anthem for those serving overseas. 

The Honorable Akira Chiba, Consul 
General of Japan in Los Angeles, 
spoke to the gathering and told them 
that his goal is to visit all the former 
camps and honor the former intern-
ees, which was met with applause. He 
was followed by Ann Burroughs, the 
JANM President and CEO, delivering 
the keynote address during which she 
praised all those detained for their 
resilience and promised to keep their 
stories alive through the museum. 
“That is why this museum exists. Your 
stories will never be forgotten and 
your history will never be forgotten. 
That is why this museum exists…
to ensure that history is never re-
peated.”

A moving musical performance 
was given by Darrell Kunitomi and 
Scott Nagatani of the Grateful Crane 
Ensemble as slides of many former 
Japanese American incarcerees were 
shown.

Veterans of World War II were hon-
ored, as were veterans of all America’s 
war since WWII. 

The sentimental journey ended 
with everyone joining together to 
sing “Don’t Fence Me In,” “Shina No 
Yoru,” and the famous 442nd Infantry 
fight song, “The Four-Forty-Second.” 
The 442nd Regiment was the most 
decorated unit for its size and length 
of service in the history of American 
warfare.



By Bodine

THE SHEET   I   Saturday, April 22, 2017                www.thesheetnews.com                                                            I   9

BRING ON THE LADIES!

LETTERS
continued from page 3

Deep Springs College going co-ed, the boys couldn’t be happier

One has to imagine that it 
can get lonely being a boy 
straight out of high school, 

stuck 30 miles from Big Pine, milking 
cows every morning before studying 
Nietzsche in German with a bunch of 
other dudes, but company’s coming. 

Located on the eastern edge on 
Inyo County, Deep Springs College 
and Ranch is one of only four all-
male colleges in the country. Formed 
in 1917 by hydro-electric magnate 
Luscious Lucien Nunn, the two-
year program is part agricultural 
college complete with a farm, cattle, 
cowboys and a garden, and part 
rigorous liberal arts school. It is 
one of the hardest colleges to get 
into in the country, accepting only 
13 freshmen that are chosen by the 
enrolled student body. 

Deep Springs College, an all male 
college located in Deep Springs 
Valley and founded in 1917, will soon 
be admitting females. Following a 
six-year legal battle, a California 
Appellate Court, 4th District, ruled in 
favor of co-education. The change is 
over two words - men versus people - 
but it is also about changing the trust 
and intent of the college’s founder, 
L.L. Nunn. 

It was argued in court that Nunn 
was explicit in his vision that the 
school be attended by ‘promising 
young men.’ However, it is only in 
the deed of trust that he specifies 
males. 

At a Board of Trustees meeting 
in 2011, nine of the 11 members 
decided to allow co-education. The 
ensuing argument landed them in 
court. 

The heart of the argument is 
around changing the language of 
the trust and the words and intent 
of the founders, not the acceptance 
of women into the student body. 
The college has veered away from 
Nunn’s words in making past policy 
decisions. For example, prior to the 
1980s, students were not allowed 
to cook in the kitchen. Students at 
Deep Springs College are also highly 
engaged in self-governance. Today, 
they pick and choosing curricula, 
instructors, and who gets to be part 
of the student body, which was not 
part of Nunn’s original vision.

Attorney and Alum Joseph Liburt, 
represented the trustees opposed to 
the change in court.

Liburt argued that co-education 
“blatantly violated” Nunn’s words 
and that changing the college’s trust 
also changes its purpose.

The trust has been modified with 
a simple word change, from “the 
education of promising young men” 
to “the education of promising young 
people.” 

David Neidorf, the current President 
of Deep Springs College, told The 
Sheet that Nunn’s intentions were to 
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train leaders. 
Past college president, historian, 

and expert for the court Jack Newell, 
told The Sheet, that he has read 
nearly every letter and document 
Nunn ever wrote about the college, 
and that he only mentions men in 
The Trust.

“It’s not a change at all [to the 
College’s founding goal], but [a 
matter of ] realizing it,” Newell said of 
Nunn’s intent to train leaders.

Nunn started the college in 1917, 
before the Women’s Suffrage 
Movement, at a time when “leader” 
could easily have been interpreted to 
imply “male leader.” Nunn appointed 
trustees in 1923 that remained 
into the 1950s and ‘60s when all-
male colleges were in vogue and 
there didn’t seem to be a reason 
to break with what had become 
tradition. Newell said Nunn never 
had any qualms with hiring female 
instructors.

Neidorf said that, in the not too 
distant past, financial woes led 
the Board of Directors to shelve 
co-education in order to avoid 
alienating donors. The college is now 
on better financial footing, but it 
remains to be seen how the college 
will handle co-education.

The majority of alumni are in 
favor of co-education, says Neidorf. 
Education with just one sex is 
inferior in today’s day and world, he 
said. Students at Deep Springs must 
learn to work and study alongside 
females as peers, like the rest of the 
country.

Neirdorf said he expects that 
instructors will have to deal with 
promiscuity among students as 
a result of the college becoming 
co-educational. He said he is 
unconcerned and that learning 
to navigate relationships is an 
important part of any educational 
curriculum.

The opposition has until May 23 
to ask the courts to reconsider the 
appeal.

OFF THE SLOPES

L.L. Nunn, founder of Deep Springs 
College and, finally, a ladies’ man.

Play nice with nukes

Dear Editor:

The headlines are frightening: 
North Korea is testing another mis-
sile. Nuclear proliferation must be 
halted! We are faced with another 
Cuban missile crisis. 

There are some differences—Ko-
rea is 4,000 miles away, not a mere 
90. But technology has improved, 
and they might just be able to lob a 
nuke this way soon if we sit back and 
allow them to figure out how. What 
is one to do? 

In this situation, a little perspec-
tive would be worth considering. 
One might ask first of all, “Who is 
threatening whom”? 

Well, we are the good guys, aren’t 
we? We only attack other countries 
when we are threatene—right? Not 
according to the rest of the world. 
According to WIN/Gallup Polls, the 
rest of the world considers the U.S. 
to be the greatest threat to world 
peace by quite a large margin. 

The U.S. is the only country that 
has used nuclear weapons against 
another. 

The U.S. has also attacked other 
countries recently that have not 
threatened it—Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Yemen, Somalia, Pakistan, Sudan, 
Syria. The list is longer if one goes 
back more than a few years. This 
record would define the U.S. as an 

international criminal state, if that 
concept were within the realm of 
acceptable discourse in our political 
culture. 

Returning to North Korea, it is 
clear that one is not allowed to 
defend oneself against the United 
States. The U.S. is good and noble in 
its intentions and actions because 
that’s how we roll. To question that 
premise is considered unpatriotic. In 
the big picture however, we cannot 
ask of another what we are unwilling 
to do ourselves. 

True disarmament must begin 
with those holding the most arms, 
not those who live in fear of their 
deployment. Bill Clinton negoti-
ated a reduction in nuclear weapons 
development in North Korea which 
was repudiated by G. W. Bush. The 
present standoff has its roots in that 
history. 

De-escalation of the current ten-
sion is possible, but only if the U.S. is 
capable of viewing the conflict from 
a global perspective, rather than that 
of a playground bully who has had a 
little sand kicked in his face.

Urmas Franosch
Mammoth Lakes
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DIFFERENT
continued from page 1

By Giles

A big, juicy mayfly 

goes a long way to 

provide nutrients for a 

Rosy Finch [in the High 

Sierra].  

”

“

-Mary Clapp

“connect into a building that will 
be expanded, think of it as a large 
causeway, viewing area, for land-
scapes to the left.” 

Furthermore, “Chair 25 would be a 
detachable quad, 14 [would become 
a] detachable quad, [and there 
would be] 2 other restaurants, all on 
that side of the mountain.” 

The end goal is a “population 
migration from east to west over 
Mammoth, to encourage [guests] 
to ski different places and get to the 
top more conveniently, so they don’t 
all go through the mess at the bot-
tom of Chair 2. Every ski area has an 
Achilles heel, and that area is ours.” 

Gregory noted that “real estate…is 
not included in that 100 million” and 
that $12 million in improvements 
are slated for Canyon Lodge. An ad-
ditional $9-12 million will be spent 
this summer on plans alone, and 
“beyond that, [the] demo of Main 
Lodge, hopefully we can do that 
before it falls on somebody’s head,” 
the completion of the Forest Ser-
vice Land Trade agreement and the 
building of a new base facility are all 
priorities. A 65-mph zipline from the 
top of Mammoth Mountain to Main 
Lodge is also in the works. 

When asked about June Mountain, 
Gregory cited two issues with that 
resort, which is a family-friendly 
locals’ favorite but suffers from ag-
ing infrastructure and lack of snow. 
“Number one, we need to find water. 
No resort can provide stable…ser-
vices without having a source of 
water sufficient for snowmaking.” 
Gregory said the new consortium 
intends to work with the community 
to figure out how to share water. 

“Number two is that June needs a 
bed base that can actually support 
a ski area. June can survive with the 
subsidy of Mammoth during the bad 
years…[but] June will never really 
prosper, may not even survive, as 
a drive-up resort from Mammoth 
[alone].” 

He said that the 80-acre ‘rodeo 
grounds’ across Highway 168 from 
June Mountain has been purchased 
by Ed Roski, a businessman who is 
also part owner of the L.A. Lakers 
and L.A. Kings. Roski owns a house 
in June Lake, Gregory said, and the 
area has “better chances of being de-
veloped” into a base area with Roski 
as the new owner. 

“I think a covered car... that has 
the possibility of extending across 
where the bed base is,” is a vision 
for the future of June Mountain, 
Gregory said. 

As for the current ownership’s 
involvement, Gregory said there 
are no plans to make any changes 
to the employee structure at Mam-
moth Resorts, but did note that his 
personal involvement may change. 
“[But] first, I’m going to get some 
sleep,” Gregory said to laughter. 
“The feeling I keep getting is, ‘Oh my 
God, what if Rusty leaves?’ and then 
it’s, ‘Oh my God, what if Rusty never 
leaves?”

Calling the logistics of the change-
over “incredibly complicated,” 
Gregory said that the current owners 
of MMSA will remain partial owners 

of the new company. He also clari-
fied that there are two simultaneous 
transactions underway—the con-
traction of Intrawest, which owned 
15 percent of Mammoth Resorts 
(contracted for purchase by Aspen-
KSL for $1.5 billion), and then the 
purchase of Mammoth Resorts by 
the same group. “As the opportunity 
presents itself we’ll be attempting 
to buy other resorts and adding to 
that platform,” Gregory said. “That 
creates a rather large and, we think, 
stable company. The basic bones of 
that are a great competitor for Vail.” 

Housing and community revital-
ization were also subjects of concern 
for audience members. Gregory 
emphasized that housing is a top 
priority, saying “we may have a lot 
of tourists here, but unless there’s 
people here to take care of [guests],” 
Mammoth will have a difficult time 
finding long-term success. He said 
that Aspen considers workforce 
housing a top priority as well. 

Finally, “we need to deal with the 
unreliable air services we have,” 
Gregory said. “Before we spend 
a bunch of the [Federal Aviation 
Administration] and our money... 
we need to make sure that money 
is going to an airport that planes 
can land and take off in, and Bishop 
figures into that.

“What we need to do is be able to 
come together behind a common vi-
sion for what we want the communi-
ty to be. A lot of the work has already 
been done. The General Plan. Feet 
first….If we can get our act together 
to come to common agreement…
we’ve got a huge opportunity.” 

He said that one of the main 
reasons Aspen-KSL is investing in 
Mammoth is that “it’s viewed as the 
biggest growth opportunity in the 
U.S.” 

He said that the new vision for 
Mammoth can be realized, if the 
players cooperate. “We as a commu-
nity are in no different [of a] position 
now than we were before, except the 
capital is here and available to us, if 
we can work together close enough 
for that capital to make a return.” 

THE BIRDS AND 
THE ... FISH?

Since 2014, University of Cali-
fornia Davis PhD student Mary 
Clapp has been collecting data 

about how introduced trout impact 
bird populations at ponds and lakes 
above 10,000 feet in Kings Canyon 
and Sequoia National Parks. At a 
lecture hosted by the Eastern Sierra 
Audubon Society on Wednesday, 
April 20, Clapp said that alpine lakes 
in the Sierra Nevada are a perfect 
place to study the relationship be-
tween terrestrial and aquatic eco-
systems, because the food available 
to inhabitants of both communities 
is so sparse. “They don’t have the 
productivity of lower ecosystems… 
it’s just granite, water, and some 
flora…A freshly emerged, big juicy 
mayfly goes a long way to provide 
nutrients for a Rosy Finch up there,” 
said Clapp.  

For years, scientists have surveyed 
bird populations by physically 
counting calls and sightings during 
distinct observation periods. The 
more observations made and col-
lected as data points, the more full 
and accurate the set of information 
about the habitat in which the data 
was collected. For bird surveys of al-
pine ecosystems, a 
scientist may only 
be able to access 
a field site a few 
times a year due to 
factors like weath-
er, snowmelt, and 
the time required 
to reach the site 
on foot. 

Clapp is ex-
perimenting with 
something called 
the Soudscape Ap-
proach to Acoustic 
Recording. To 
compliment her 
manual bird surveys, she is installing 
audio equipment at her field sites. 
The equipment is set to record for 
consistent intervals during the times 
of day when birds are typically most 
vocally active. Clapp collects that 
data in the form of spectrograms, 
or succinct sound bytes. Using 
computer programing, she chops 
the spectrogram into pieces and 
compares the frequency and ampli-
tude of each piece. The sum of their 
differences is the Acoustic Complex-
ity Index for that spectrogram. That 
number reflects the amplitude of 
the cacophony of sounds in a given 
backcountry recording session and 
can be compared with other spec-
trograms.

Clapp is studying pairs of lakes in 
the same basins, at the same eleva-
tion, for which one lake has been 
stocked with fish and the other has 
not. Since 2014, she has collected 12 
terabytes of data of this kind from 
5 pairs of lakes in 5 basins in Kings 
Canyon and Sequoia National Parks 
over the last three years. 

In the early 2000s, Dr. Roland 
Knapp of the Sierra Nevada Aquatic 
Research Lab and his colleagues 

“I’ll be here, wearing the same shirt, I 
even have some clean ones,” said Rusty 
Gregory on Monday. 

Trout compete with native birds for nutrients in the High Sierra

surveyed thousands of alpine lakes 
in the Sierra Nevada to assess 
macroinvertebrate diversity and 
health. Macroinvertebrates are the 
aquatic larvae of large flies such as 
mayflies and dragonflies, and are 
frequently used by biologists as 
indicators of the health of an aquatic 
ecosystem. They are an essential 
food source for trout, amphibians, 
and when hatched as flies, birds. 
Knapp’s research found that macro-
invertebrates were more abundant 
in alpine lakes where trout had not 
been introduced than in lakes where 

they had. 
Clapp told lecture 

attendees that in 
the alpine zone, 
there is less organic 
material for birds 
to forage from the 
edges of lakes. As a 
result, the nutrients 
they gather from 
hunting macroin-
vertebrates may be 
even more impor-
tant to their diet 
than in a forested 
environment. 

It is too early to draw conclusions 
from her data, but her project is 
testing new technology that could 
greatly enhance the power of bird 
population surveys in the Sierra 
Nevada. She hopes to determine 
whether the documented decline 
of macroinvertebrate populations 
in high alpine lakes populated by 
non-native trout has an adverse 
impact on bird activity in the same 
ecosystem. She is also testing cut-
ting edge technology in her field. 
Clapp assuaged the bird surveyors 
in attendance. “Don’t worry. You’re 
not out of a job, and there will likely 
always be a need for manual bird 
surveys,” said Clapp, who added that 
bird call identification has not yet 
been automated so there is still no 
replacement for traditional birding 
methods and skills in research. 

For more information about 
upcoming Eastern Sierra Audubon 
Society lectures and field trips, visit 
www.esaudubon.org. 

Mary Clapp with a lazuli bunting. 
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 PUBLIC NOTICES

I hope to see you ... on Earth Day. I know 
you just broke up with my best friend, but he 
doesn’t mind if I see you. He is into recycling. 

I saw you ... are really committed to saving 
the Earth. I draw the line at prophylactics. 

I saw you ... at the Post Office looking at the 
notices board. Hint: For your line of work, you 
are going to have to move to Reno or Pahrump. 

I heard you ... were foiled by an alert em-
ployee at the McDonald’s drive-thru. I suppose 
the worst part of it was that your last meal was 
Chicken McNuggets. 

I hope to see you ... on Earth Day. If we go 
back to my house after, you’ll have to be on top. 
I’m trying to conserve energy. 

PERSONALS

Notice of Public Hearing

Request for Bids

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

SW Construction

Skyler Waters
6310 Crowley Lake Dr. #1
Crowley Lake, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on April 19, 2011.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on March 22, 2017.
File Number 17-057 
2017-0069 (4/1, 4/8, 4/15, 4/22)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

CONSPEC Inc.

CONSPEC Inc.
155 Hansen Rd., P.O. Box 181
Lee Vining, Ca. 93541

This business is conducted by a Corpora-
tion. The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on April 26, 2004.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on March 10, 2017.
File Number 17-059 
2017-0070 (4/1, 4/8, 4/15, 4/22)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

                Construction Specialty

CONSPEC Inc.
155 Hansen Rd., P.O. Box 181
Lee Vining, Ca. 93541

This business is conducted by a Corpora-
tion. The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name listed above on April 26, 2004.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on March 10, 2017.
File Number 17-059 
2017-0071 (4/1, 4/8, 4/15, 4/22)

GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CON-
TROL DISTRICT REQUEST FOR BIDS

Bid Number 2017-B2
One (1) New 12’ x 20’ Modular Building (Lofted 
Barn). The Clerk of the Board is requesting bids for: 
one (1) 12’ x 20’ modular building (lofted barn). 

Sealed bids will be accepted until 4:00 p.m. on Mon-
day April 24, 2017 at which time all bids received 
will be opened.

For detailed specifications, bid information and 
special requirements, contact the Clerk of the Board 
by telephone at (760) 872-8211, in person, or by 
mail at 157 Short Street, Bishop, California 93514, or 
at the District’s website, www.gbuapcd.org, under 
What’s New. Questions regarding this request for 
bids should be directed to Mr. Nik Barbieri at the 
above address and phone number. 

TS # 2017-0078

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Eastside Auto Glass

David P. Lane
76 Sunny Slope Road
Tom’s Place, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on April 6, 2017.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on April 6, 2017.
File Number 17-071 
2017-0077(4/15, 4/22, 4/29, 5/6)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

The Nest

Laetitia Welcome
94 Laurel Mountain Road, P.O. Box 7667
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant has not yet begun  to trans-
act business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed herein. This state-
ment was filed with the County Clerk of 
Mono County on April 3, 2017.
File Number 17-069 
2017-0079 (4/15, 4/22, 4/29, 5/6)

Request for Bids
Bid Number 2017-LV1

Construction of a Building Foundation, Buried Elec-
trical Line, Electric Connection, and Perimeter Fence 
in Lee Vining, California

The Clerk of the Board is requesting bids for the 
installation of a concrete building foundation, buried 
electrical line, electric connection to primary power, 
and installation of a perimeter chain-link fence in Lee 
Vining, California, by a licensed California contractor 
at the District’s monitoring site.  Installation requires 
the labor and materials necessary for construction of 
a building foundation for an 8’x8’ shelter (provided 
by others), buried electrical line (100 ft. in length), 
connection to nearby power line, and installation of a 
perimeter fence (approximately 160 lineal feet).

For detailed specifications, bid information and 
special requirements, contact the Clerk of the Board 
by telephone at (760) 872-8211, or in person or by 
mail at 157 Short Street, Bishop, California 93514, or 
download the information from the District’s website 
at www.gbuapcd.org, under, “What’s New: Request for 
Bids: Construction of a Building Foundation, Buried 
Electrical Line, Electric Connection, and Perimeter 
Fence in Lee Vining, California.” Questions regarding 
this request for bids should be directed to Mr. Chris 
Lanane or Mr. Guy Davis at the above address and 
phone number.

Sealed bids will be accepted until 4:00 p.m. on Thurs-
day, May 4, 2017, at which time all bids received will 
be opened.  No faxed bids will be accepted. 

TS # 2017-0084

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Red Carpet Rentals And Sales

Lisa Nelson
508 Hillside Place, P.O.Box 9003
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on April 1, 2017.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on April 5, 2017.
File Number 17-070 
2017-0085(, 4/22, 4/29, 5/6, 5/13)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Mono County Local 
Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) will conduct 
a public hearing June 7, 2017, at 3:00 in the Town/
County Conference Room at Minaret Village Mall, 437 
Old Mammoth Rd., to consider the preliminary and 
final 2017-18 budgets. For more information, contact 
CD Ritter at 760-924-1804 or cdritter@mono.ca.gov  

TS # 2017-0086

Photos by Rea and Giles

EGGS: EASIER TO 
SEE IN SNOW!
Easter festivities in Mammoth may be chilly, but they’re fun

Photos, clock-
wise from top left: 
“Starchild” on Stilts 
with Madison Dam-
rill. Hailey Peterson, 
Zach Schultz and 
River. Leah Corsaro, 
Bella Hodges, Kaihia 
Halferty, Kaylynn 
Spieler, Zaza Cook-
Longsdale, Kadence 
Eggleston. Eve 
Lathrop found “so 
many eggs” under a 
safety cone. 

Photos, clockwise from left: 
Valeria, Stephanie and 
Kaylee celebrate Easter on 
Sunday, April 16 in the 
Village. Finley Burroughs, 
2, is ready for some eggs at 
the Sierra Nevada Resort. 
Rider Pearce, Rylen Nash, 
and Blaise Pondella are out 
for the hunt at Mammoth 
Creek Park. 
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BARS & MUSIC TOWN STUFF

CALENDAR PAGES SPONSORED BY:

Happy Hour/
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill, 
Pursuit of Happiness Hour, 3-6 p.m. 
$1 off draft beers, $2 off wine, $4 well 
drinks, $2 off specialty drinks. $5 
Flatbread. 
Outlaw Saloon.
Monday All Night Happy Hour;4-
Midnight,Tues/Fri 4-6pm
Tuesday $2 Tacos 4-10pm;
6-9pm Wing Wednesday 50% off all 
wings; new time!
Thursday Burger & Beer special 
4-9pm;
Roberto’s 4-6 p.m. every day. 
Austria Hof. 4-6 p.m. Sun.-Thurs.
Fri.-Sat. 4-5 p.m.
Whitebark Restaurant Bar & Lounge 
Unwind with daily drink and food 
specials 4-6 p.m. Half price sushi 
Mondays. 
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour 4:30-7 
p.m. daily and all day Sunday. $5 
dollar menu items, drink specials. 
Petra’s Bistro Happy Hour, $22 pasta 
bolognese, salad and glass of wine, 
5:00-6 p.m. Specials on cocktails, 
wine, beer and menu items. 
Happy Hour @ Sushi Rei. 4-5 p.m. 
daily. Half off apps and $5 hand roll 
+small sake. Sundays are all-night 
happy hour. Late night happy hour 
Fri-Sat 9-11 p.m. 
Happy Hour @ The Bistro at 
Snowcreek, 4:30-6:30 p.m. daily.
Mammoth Tavern Happy Hour 
Tuesday-Sunday 3:30-5:30 p.m. 
Closed Mondays.
Smokeyard weekend Happy Hour 
4-6 p.m. in the bar only.
Side Door Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m. 
Mammoth’s famous Slocums Happy 
Hour: Monday thru Friday 4-6; 
Saturdays 4-5. Closed Sunday. 
Giovanni’s Happy Hour, daily 4-6 
p.m. Large pizza and a pitcher of beer 
gets you free wings.
Mtn. Rambler Brewery Bodie 601 
4/21 8pm
Lakanuki Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m., 
$4.50 margaritas, Mai Tais. Happy 
Hour drink specials 10 p.m.- close.
Black Velvet Coffee’s Happy Hour, 
from 4-6 p.m. every day. $9 glasses of 
wine.
Morrison’s Happy Hour Daily
4-6 p.m. $50 for two-person three 
course meal on Wednesdays. 
Food Cache Cafe Happy Hour 3:30-
6:30 Sunday-Thursday. Street tacos 
$2.50, $3.50 beers, $7.50 beer/wine 
and house fries. 

Friday, April 21/
Cottonwood Creek at Rusty’s Saloon. 
Husband and wife country duo. 
Begins 9 p.m. Free Show.
Bodie 601 Band @ Mountain Rambler 
Brewery in Bishop. 8 p.m. 

Monday, April 24/
Bowling ‘n Beats @ Mammoth Rock 
‘n Bowl. Theme: Apocalypse. Wear an 
outfit and bowl for $3. 9 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 25/
Karaoke at Rafter’s with Channa. 
Begins 9:30 p.m. 
Trivia Tuesday @ Mammoth Brewing 
Co. Test your skills and have some 
laughs. 6 p.m. 

Thursday, April 27/
Latin Night with DJ Orbit at Rafter’s. 
All night happy hour. Music starts at 
10 p.m. 

Friday, April 21/
“Music by the Pound,” the story 
of Crown Records @ Independent 
Project Press in Bishop. Filmmaker 
Jerold Kress will be in attendance to 
present the film. 7 p.m. 

Saturday, April 22/
Pressure Canning with Sizzle 
Workshop with Mono County Master 
Food Preservers. Learn recipes, test 
pressure gauges. $15, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. @ 
Mammoth Community Center. Must 
pre-register. See sidebar, next page. 
Sierra Nevada Bighorn Sheep Field 
Trip. 9 a.m.- 12 p.m. Free event, pre-
registration required. Meet at CA Fish 
& Wildlife office on Main Street once 
registered. Plan to carpool. Join local 
biologists and find Bighorn Sheep in 
the mountains nearby. Limited space. 
Field trips weather/road condition 
dependent. Register at asksnbs@
wildlife.ca.gov. 
Earth Day at Bishop City Park. Starts 
10 a.m. Information booths, vendors, 
games, food, and fun for all! Hosted 
by the Bishop Sunrise Rotary. 
March for the Earth with Inyo 350 
in conjunction with Earth Day 
celebrations in Bishop City Park. 
March begins 9 a.m. If you need a 
ride, contact Don at condon.don@
gmail.com. For info call 760-937-8081.
Veterans’ Night Out. Vets Helping 
Vets Presents dinner, dance, cash 
bar, & prizes. Live Music. 5 p.m. 
Social Hour. 6 p.m. posting of Colors. 
Home Economics Building at Tri-
County Fairgrounds in Bishop. RSVP 
at 760.873.7850 for free raffle tickets. 
Designated drivers available.
The Bishop Elks Lodge hosts a 5k 
run/walk for Steps For Scholarships. 
Time: 10 a.m, at Bishop City Park. 
Race day registration starts 8:30. All 
proceeds go towards scholarships for 
BUHS students. The cost for this event 
is $20 for adults, and $10 for students.
Steve’s After Party: Remember fishing 
guide Steve Osterman. 12 p.m. at Hot 
Creek Ranch. All are welcome to join 
in a Bar-B-Que, BYOB. 
Mammoth Lakes Event & Wedding 
Expo at the Westin Monache. 2-5 p.m. 
Info: www.mammothlakesexpo.com. 
See ad, p. 4. 

Sunday, April 23/
MMSA Pond Skim/Spring Party @ 
Canyon Lodge. Starting at 8:30 a.m. 
on Saturday, April 23, tickets will 
be issued to the first 50 people in 
costume and in line to register for 
the competition at Canyon Lodge. 
Competition will start at 2 p.m. No 
costume, no entry. See sidebar, next 
page and ad, p. 6. 
Hike historic Wagon Trail with the 
Sierra Club. 8 miles round trip. Meet 
10 a.m. Mammoth Union Bank. 
Contact Melissa for up-to-date info, 
760.937.0499 or melissas1@verizon.
net. 
The Imagination Lab presents Shira 
Dubrovner, Artistic Director of 
Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre. 
621 W. Line St. in Bishop. 3 p.m. Call 
Eva at 760.872.2466 to reserve a seat. 

Through April 23/
Early bird sale for the third annual 
Mammoth Lakes Film Festival starts 
today! Purchase a VIP Pass for only 
$135 or a Movie Pass for $99. Prices 
increase on April 24, so purchase your 
pass early and save. The festival takes 
place May 24-28. 

Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

IF YOU’RE HUGGING THE EARTH, 
PAUSE BEFORE THE NEXT BEER

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

• Chicken & Beef Teriyaki
• Tempura • Tonkatsu • Sukiyaki
• Calamari • Sushi
• Full Service Cocktail Bar
   & Lounge

760-872-4801
Open at 5 p.m.

635 N. Main St. 
Bishop

25 years of experience

         japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar

BUY AN AD NOW
Your ad here makes you $$$ 
        Know why?
        People read...

Call June 937.3967
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Shady Rest fat biking

The Mammoth Lakes Trail System 
team is pleased to announce the start 
of a winter fat biking pilot program 
as a newly allowed use of the current 
winter trail system initiating from 
Shady Rest Park. To help introduce 
the great fun of this activity we will 
be grooming the multi-use trails at 
Shady Rest for as long as weather and 
snow conditions allow with up to 2 
½ miles of expanded packed trails. 
Be sure to get out there early in the 
morning before the snow gets too 
soft!

Trail user etiquette will play 
a critical role in the successful 
operation of the program. A general 
sense of common courtesy and 
kindness is the key ingredient for 
success. We ask that all trail users 
respect the following guidelines:

Respect other trail users. Be 
courteous and yield right of way 
according to etiquette code. All trail 
users yield to grooming machines.

Do not ride or walk in cross country 
ski tracks.

Fat bikes: yield to all other trail 
users. Skiers do not have brakes, but 
you do. Leave room for others to pass 
(do not ride side-by-side blocking the 
trail). Do not ride in soft conditions. If 
you leave a rut deeper than 2 inches, 
it is too soft.

Keep your dog leashed at all times.
Pick up and dispose of any dog 

waste on and off trails and at 
trailheads.

Thanks to everyone for your 
enthusiasm and cooperation while we 
work to improve and expand outdoor 
recreation opportunities for the 
community of Mammoth Lakes.

Off-limit snowmobile areas

Based upon reports from rangers 
and visitors alike, the Inyo National 
Forest is reminding snowmobilers to 
respect off-limit areas of the forest 
that are closed to snowmobiles.

Forest Service rangers are patrolling 
closed areas for illegal snowmobile 
activity; focusing on locations where 
these incursions are problematic. 
These areas include designated 
Wilderness and Research Natural 
Areas, Mammoth Lakes Basin, Devils 
Postpile National Monument, McGee 
Mountain, Obsidian Dome cross-
country ski trails, Shady Rest cross-
country ski trails, and the area west 
of the G-trail from June Lake Junction 
south to the Glass Creek Hill.
Pick up your free copy of the Eastern 
Sierra Winter Recreation Map at the 
Mammoth Lakes Welcome Center (a 
waterproof version is available for 
purchase as well), obtain it online, 
or download to your mobile device 
using the Avenza map app (www.
pdf-maps.com). These maps inform 
recreationists of motorized restricted 
areas. 

Mammoth Lakes Film Festival 
Tickets Available 

This year’s five-day festival will 
open with a screening of the Cheech 
and Chong film “Up in Smoke,” with 
star and uncredited director Tommy 

TOWN STUFF UPCOMING 
Through April 23 (cont’d)/
Early registration rate for Little 
Sluggers T-Ball by today. Program 
is every Wednesday beginning May 
3 from 5:15-6 p.m. Cost of program 
is $43 if registered by April 23, $52 
after this date. Call Parks & Rec at 
760.965.3699 for info. 

Monday, April 24/
Owens Lake Spring Big Day with 
Eastern Sierra Audubon Society. Meet 
at 7 a.m. at Diaz Lake County Park. 
RSVP to Mike Prather at mprather@
lonepinetv.com. 
Bishop City Council Meeting @ 
Bishop City Hall. 6 p.m. 377 W. line St. 
Questions: 760.873.5863.
Sewing Class at Mammoth Lakes 
library with Cindy Sprague. 
3 p.m. Must pre-register. Visit 
www.monocolibraries.org or call 
760.934.4777 for info. 
Mammoth Lakes Film Festival 
Tickets go on Sale. See sidebar, this 
page.

Tuesday, April 25/
Latino Family College Night. 6-7:30 
p.m. Free dinner and Vons gift card 
for each family. Presented in English/
Spanish at Cerro Coso Bishop.
Sponsored by Inyo Co. Office of Ed. 
Toddler Time at the Mammoth 
Community Center with Angela and 
Victoria, 9:30-11 a.m. 

Wednesday, April 26/ 
Spring Fling Avy Awareness night @ 
Mammoth Lakes Welcome Center. 
6:30-9:30 p.m. Hosted by ESAC and 
Mono County SAR. 
Learn about Proposition 64, the 
legalization of recreational marijuana, 
from 6-8 p.m. in Suite Z in Mammoth. 
See ad, p. 6
Turbo Kick Fitness class  at 
Mammoth Community Center with 
Steph. 6:30. $7. 

AT THE MOVIES

Minaret Cinemas                   

The Fate of the Furious (PG-13): The 8th episode in the Fast and Furious se-
ries. Action film starring Vin Diesel, The Rock, and Charlize Theron.

Boss Baby (PG): Cookies are for closers. Alec Baldwin stars as the voice of a 
CGI baby. 

For movie times, call 760.934.3131 or visit mammothlakesmovies.com. Custom-
er appreciation nights on Tuesdays. All seats, all shows $6

CALENDAR PAGES SPONSORED BY:

Thursday, April 27/
“A Time to Choose,” climate change 
film in Mammoth at the Forest 
Service auditorium, 5:30 p.m. See ad, 
p. 2. 

April 28-30/
Third Annual Owens Lake Bird 
Festival with Eastern Sierra Audubon 
Society and Friends of the Inyo. Wait 
list can be joined by emailing info@
friendsoftheinyo.org. 

April 29-30/
It’s Fishmas in Mono County! Check 
out www.monocounty.org for info 
on events. Convict Lake will have 23 
tagged fish worth a total of $1,300. See 
ad, p. 4. 
Chix on Stix Experience with Stacey 
Cook. Open to women of all ages. Call 
1.800.MAMMOTH to book. 

Saturday, April 29/
Annual Audubon Yard Sale. Helps 
fund ES Audubon high school 
scholarship fund. Items can be 
dropped off at Joan Nash’s home 
beginning Monday, April 24. Call Joan 
at 760.873.3442. Questions: Ann  at 
hoffman@qnet.com or 760.937.1862.

Sunday, April 30/
Community Meditation by donation 
with Cheryl @ Mountain Sol Yoga. 
10:30-11:30 a.m. 

Monday, May 1/
Mono Basin Historical Society 
meeting @ Lee Vining Community 
Center. Potluck @ 6 p.m. Info: 
760.647.6644.

Wednesday, May 3/
Sustainable Strategies for small 
cities and rural areas. Tri-County 
Fairgrounds Home Ec building, 6:30 
p.m. Questions, or to register: Elaine 
at ekabala@cityofbishop.com. 

Chong in attendance for a question 
and answer session after the film. 

This year’s festival will run from 
May 24 - May 28 in Mammoth Lakes. 
Tickets go on sale starting April 24, 
The film roster will be announced 
next week.

VIP Passes are available for 
$195 and include access to 10 film 
screenings, including opening night 
of the festival, advance screening 
selection, access to the filmmaker 
lounge from 9-11 a.m., and admission 
to 4 parties.   

Additionally, you can purchase a 
Movie Pass for $125 that includes 
access to 10 movie screenings and 
advance screening selections. This 
pass does not include a ticket to 
opening night of the festival.

Tickets for Opening Night Screening 
only, Individual screening tickets, 
as well as Individual Gala Events 
and Filmmaker Parties go in sale 
May 10. For tickets, visit www.
MammothLakesFilmFestival.com.

Put some sizzle into your life 

Pressure Canning with Sizzle 
Workshop: How would you like to 
learn to pressure can healthier food 
and save money without adding 
chemicals? Come to our Pressure 
Canning Workshop and let the Inyo 
and Mono Counties’ Master Food 
Preservers show you how! Our 
workshop will teach you how to 
Pressure Can your own recipes with 
Sizzle, buy food on sale and can for 
the year. We will demonstrate how 
to use a Pressure Canner safely and 
we will offer recipes, handouts, 
handy tips, tricks and free pressure 
gauge testing. The workshop will 
be held Saturday, April 22 from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Mammoth 
Community Center at 1000 Forest 
Trail. The workshop fee is $15.00. 
This workshop is by paid reservation 
only prior to the workshop date. 
To reserve your spot please go to:  
http://ucanr.edu/survey/survey.
cfm?surveynumber=20300

Copy the following link to your 
browser and click on the link to 
register. For more information 
contact Viv at 760-937-5582 or 
immg@ucanr.edu

Food and Wine Experience 
discount tickets

Tickets for the 7th annual 
Mammoth Food & Wine Experience 
are on sale now for the July 14-15 
Mammoth Lakes Foundation 
fundraiser. Tickets for the Friday, 
July 14, Wine Walk are $50 and 
tickets for the Saturday, July 15, 
Grand Tasting are $99 until April 30 
(tickets afterward increase to $125). 
Tickets can be purchased at www.
MammothFoodAndWine.org.

“This event is our premier 
fundraiser and proceeds help us 
execute our mission in supporting 
higher education and cultural 
enrichment in the Eastern Sierra,” 
said MLF Executive Director, Kevin 
Lian. “During Saturday’s Grand 
Tasting, we will also be honoring 
Mammoth Lakes Foundation’s 
‘Founder of the Year’ and our 
‘Volunteer of the Year’ awards.”
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                        NO CLASS-IFIEDS
Help Wanted Help Wanted

Sierra Employment Services, Inc is 
hiring for the following positions

Cashiers M/B $12-$14
Accounting Clerk $16-$20
Housekeepers M $15-$18
Machine Operator B $11

Reservationists M $12-$15

Call 760.924.0523 or 760.873.8599
 See our full job list online 

www.SierraEmployment.com

Housekeepers  ($11)
Cooks
Dishwashers
Maintenance Worker

Please complete an application at 
164 Old Mammoth Rd.
or e-mail pl@thelandingtahoe.com

For Rent

 Food Cache Cafe “Full time position 
available ISO a cashier/smoothie barista 
, food & beverage experience preferred 
but not required. $10-$11.25hr DOE. line 
cook needed, full or part-time available, 
morning and afternoon shifts available, 
stop by the cafe for an application. 452 old 
mammoth rd ste 106.

Juniper Springs Lodge is looking to 
hire Front Office Representatives for the 
remainder of the winter season. Please 
apply online at www.mammothresorts.
com/jobs, or contact Craig Sterling at 
csterling@mammothresorts.com for more 
information.

John’s Pizza Works is Hiring cocktail 
servers, must have open availability ,bar-
tending experience a plus.Hiring expo/
bar back, cashiers, must be able to be 
organized and work well under pressure, 
billingual a plus.  Apply in person, bring re-
sume or pick up application at John’s Pizza 
Works 3499 Main Street.

    Part Time Year Round Maintenance La-
borer Needed For Condominium Com-
plex.You may complete an application 
at 2289 Sierra Nevada Road or email you 
resume to mtshadows@npgcable.com; or 
call 760.934.4993 for more information.

     Gomez’s Restaurant & Tequileria está 
buscando cocineros de Line & Prep, y 
lavaplatos para comenzar de inmediato. 
Un buen sueldo y un montón de horas 
están disponibles para la temporada 
de invierno y más allá. Las aplicaciones 
están en nuestro sitio web www.gomezs.
com - puede enviar solicitudes de correo 
electrónico a info@gomezs.com  o deten-
erse y hablar con René o Chris

     Now Hiring FT & PT Shift Managers
 The Old New York Deli & Bakery Co. is 
looking for outgoing and energetic people 
to join our team.  Qualified candidates 
will have prior restaurant experience, 
excellent customer service skills, the abil-
ity to understand policies & procedures, 
and be available to work flexible hours & 
holidays.  Salary DOE.  Apply via e-mail 
(lisa.king@oldnewyork.com) or in person 
@ 6201 Minaret # 105.

Room for rent in Mammoth. Your own 
bedroom, bath & entry and 400-square 
feet of living space. No pets. Call mary @ 
760.709.1169. $750/mo. Includes free wi-fi 
and tv.

Great family home in June Lake. Quiet, 
amazing views. 2 BDR, 2 BA, Loft. Dog 
run. Pellet stove. Close to June Mountain 
for skiing. Easy access to lakes, streams 
and hiking. Pet deposit. $2,100/month. 
Address: 130 Nevada Street. Call Pat @ 
760.709.2119. 

In Mammoth, 3BDR, 2BA home 
with south-facing Sherwins view. Spa-
cious, bright, updated, W/D. woodstove, 
forced air, no pets, $2,500/mo. Call/text 
760.920.1684 

Mammoth Slopes Home, Room W/
private bath, Walk to Village. Utilities in-
cluded W/D & Jacuzzi. Internet available. 
Must be “Dog Friendly”. Seeking Mature 
N/S mountain savvy individual. $1000 
per month 760-965-6715

Detached house -  2 bedroom plus den 
1 bath,  single level with pellet stove and 
forced air propane heater.#7 1801 Old 
Mammoth Road. NO PETS,  NO SMOK-
ERS  $1500 a month Long term lease only.  
Borrego@cox.net, (949)212-5553

Help Wanted

    Pizza Chef/Delivery Driver/Cashier
Z Pizza Mammoth is hiring full and part 
time. Apply online at www.zpizza.com, or 
by email - mammothslices@gmail.com.

Z-Z-ZIPPERS! Quality work, speedy 
service. Sportswear, parkas, pants, packs & 
duffels. Hems, too! Call 760.873.4499.

   Now Hiring FT & PT Shift Managers
 The Old New York Deli & Bakery Co. is 
looking for outgoing and energetic people 
to join our team.  Qualified candidates 
will have prior restaurant experience, 
excellent customer service skills, the abil-
ity to understand policies & procedures, 
and be available to work flexible hours & 
holidays.  Salary DOE.  Apply via e-mail 
(lisa.king@oldnewyork.com) or in person 
@ 6201 Minaret # 105.
   Gomez’s Restaurant & Tequileria is 
looking for a Kitchen Mgr., as well as Line 
& Prep Cooks, and Dishwashers to start 
immediately.  Good pay and plenty of 
hours are available for winter season and 
beyond.  Applications are on our web site 
www.gomezs.com  - you can email ap-
plications to info@gomezs.com, or stop in 
and speak with Rene or Chris.
    Mammoth Brewing Company immedi-
ately hiring for warehouse/delivery driv-
ers and beer packagers. Must have good 
driving record and be able to get a Class 
B license within 60 days of employment. 
Pay starts at $15 for packagers and $16 for 
drivers. Job incl. benefits. Apply at www.
mammothbrewingco.com.
    Domino’s Pizza in now hiring full and 
part time delivery drivers. Earn up to 
$25.00 per hour. Apply in person or online 
at: Jobs.dominos.com 

Stellar Brew is looking to employ 
an experienced kitchen person who is 
seeking long term stable employment in 
Mammoth Lakes.  A full time position has 
opened up and we are looking to fill it im-
mediately. On site training is available but 
you must have knowledge of food service 
and prep.  Please e-mail stellarbrew@
gmail.com with your resume or any ques-
tions.

Retail sales full time and data entry 
positions available.  Mammoth Moun-
taineering Supply.  Apply within or at 
Jobs@mammothgear.com

   Office/Customers Service Assistant
Local Insurance Agency looking for 
part time, Office Assistant 15-20 hours 
per week. Flexible hours and room for 
advancement. Must be comfortable with 
technology, able to work independently 
and comfortable with multi tasking. For 
more information or to apply, please 
email Brian@insscouts.com for applica-
tion and full job description.

Busy Mammoth Lakes Realtor Associate 
looking for bilingual real estate assis-
tant for part-time work, approx. 20 hours 
a week. Apple and Personal Computer 
knowledge mandatory.  Please call Tammy 
at 760.937.7300 to schedule an interview.
Cal BRE #01237866

   NOW HIRING Front Desk Associ-
ates  and Housekeepers. Competitive Pay 
plus bonuses. Send resume to Holiday-
hausmammoth@gmail.com or call 760-
934-2414

   Mammoth Rock & Bowl/Mammoth 
Rock Brasserie has the following posi-
tions available. Bowling Desk Employees, 
Server, Bartender, Brasserie Hostess. 
Contact Kevin O’Connell 760.934.4200

   Convict Lake Resort-   HOUSEKEEPING 
QUALITY CONTROL SPECIALIST-Inspec-
tions, stocking, organization, ordering, 
training and supervision of housekeep-
ing and maintenance staff for busy 
resort.$16.34 - $18.27 hourly + health + 
401(k) + PTO
    The Restaurant at Convict Lake is 
currently looking to hire a Experienced 
Line Cook and a Dishwasher. If inter-
ested contact Head Chef Oscar Santos at 
760.965.6477/oscar@convictlake.com
    Morrison’s Restaurant and Bar is 
Hiring  servers. If interested email Lisa 
Fairfax to apply. Lisa@convictlake.com

For Hire

Norco 76 is hiring mini-mart cashier/
clerk Apply in person.

HIGH COUNTRY LUMBER - ACE 
HARDWARE

- Full Time / Part Time / Seasonal - 
We are seeking a enthusiastic individu-

als, a background in customer service or 
sales a plus!

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR: 
Cashier, Sales Associates, Stock Clerk, Re-
ceiving Clerk, and Lumber Yard Personnel

High Country Lumber offers a competi-
tive hourly pay rate + health benefits and 
401k for qualified full time employees. 

Apply in person or Submit resume to 
Jeff Acree at High Country Lumber in 
Bishop, 444 S. Main St in Bishop. 

High Country Lumber in Mammoth 
is hiring! Seeking hard working individu-
als to help customers in the lumber yard. 
We will train. Position is located at the 
Mammoth Lakes, High Country Lumber 
location. High Country Lumber offers 
a competitive hourly pay rate + health 
benefits and 401k for qualified full time 
employees. Visit highcountrylumber.com 
to download an application. Apply in 
person to Darren Johnson.

   East Side Bake Shop is hiring counter 
associates for the spring/summer season. 
Located in McGee. Please call 760-914-
2696. Restaurant experience preferred

Help Wanted

   Eastern Sierra Transit Authority is 
seeking DRIVERS for the Mammoth 
Lakes area.  Must be responsible, en-
ergetic and have clean driving record. 
Training for a Commercial License, 
Passenger Endorsements and Air-
brake Certificate is available.

Seasonal non-benefitted positions 
with full and part-time hours avail-
able.

Hourly salary range is:  $15.25 to 
$18.41 

Plus Mammoth Premium Pay of 
$0.50 per hour 

Pre-employment and random drug 
screening required.

Applications can be found: 
online at www.estransit.com, 
Mammoth Office (210 Commerce 

Dr), 
Bishop Office (703B Airport Rd) or
Call 760-872-1901 ext. 11.
EEO employer

   ESIA is hiring seasonal part time sales 
associates for all of our beautiful loca-
tions; Mammoth Lakes Visitor Center, 
Mono Basin Visitor Center, Eastern 
Sierra Visitor Center in Lone Pine, and the 
Ancient Bristlecone Visitor Center at Shul-
man Grove. The ideal candidate has retail 
experience and a passion for the Eastern 
Sierra outdoors!  Responsible for learning 
product base, cashiering, inventory, and 
customer service.  Also responsible for 
assisting the bookstore manager with a 
range of duties including stocking, open-
ing, closing, etc.

Please send your letter of interest and 
a resume to Heidi Eldridge at heidi@esi-
aonline.org. Call Heidi with questions at 
760-784-1667

   Footloose Sports is looking for an 
experienced Bike mechanic for full time 
seasonal summer employment begin-
ning May 1st, 2017. The ideal candidate 
will have 2 or more years of experience 
as a mechanic in a rental bike store. Must 
have solid basic skills, experience with all 
brake bleeds and familiar with electronic 
shifting. UBI or BBI certification preferred 
but not required. Email your resume to 
footloose@footloosesports.com Attn.Zach

    SUPERIOR COURT for Mono County-
Accepting applications for full-time 
(40-hour a week) “Fiscal Clerk” in the 
Mammoth Lakes Courthouse; Monthly, 
$3,116 to $4,280 DOE with excellent ben-
efits.  Position may be filled by internal 
candidate before outside candidates are 
considered. For job descriptions and 
application go to Court website at www.
monocourt.org/jobs.htm. You may also 
contact the Superior Court at (760) 923-
2321, or pick up application at Mammoth 
Lakes Courthouse 100 Thompsons Way. 
Accepting applications until 12:00 p.m. 
Thursday, April 27, 2017. Postmarks not 
accepted. EOE/AAE/ADAE.

    Bleu Handcrafted Foods is NOW HIR-
ING! We are looking for someone to join 
our amazing front of house team whom 
is passionate about food, great customer 
service and working with a team in a posi-
tive work environment. Full or part-time 
Available. Inquire by calling 760-709-6689 
or send resumes to theresabrocia@yahoo.
com

Sweetwater Plumbing is looking to hire 
a plumber or motivated person with con-
struction experience to learn the plumb-
ing trade. Please contact Frank for details 
at 760-914-1266. Check out our Website at 
Sweetwaterplumbing.com.

   4 bedroom 3.5 baths 3200 sq feet large 
deck and spa south facing with views 
of the Sherwin’s  Currently #1 Bed and 
Breakfast in Mammoth Highest quality 
windows, floors, doors, exterior rock and 
log will cooperate with agents. 760-914-
3452 asking $1,250,000.
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BELIEVE
continued from page 2

In the afternoon session, several 
people gave public comment urging 
the County to figure out a solution 
that did not involve new construc-
tion. Second homeowner Christoper 
Wiles said, “We have an obligation as 
taxpayers to stop you from spending 
money we don’t have.” 

Former Mammoth Mayor Mat-
thew Lehman said new construction 
would create a massive commercial 
real estate vacuum, adding signifi-
cant inventory. 

He said it was as if the govern-
ment was saying, “We’re going to 
take your tax money, and then we’re 
going to build a building to compete 
with you.” 

Lehman did acknowledge that 
the government owning its own 
property was a smarter long-term 
strategy, a sentiment also voiced by 
local businessman Tom Cage. 

They, along with Mammoth Lakes 
Planning Commissioner Greg Eck-
ert, hoped a deal could be worked 
out where the County would have an 
option to purchase the Sierra Center 
at some future point in time. 

Tony Dublino, who has served as 
the County’s lead on this matter, said 
the County proposed a purchase 
of the Sierra Center in January but 
that and any lease-to-own propos-
als have been rejected by the mall 
ownership team. 

The Mono Board is expected to 
make a final decision regarding its 

South County future at its May 16 
meeting. 

-----

In other news, the deal for Sam’s 
Woodsite has been finalized. 

Dirk Winter, who established a 
very successful “Christmas Village” 
concept in Cambria, hopes to bring 
a similar type of event to Mammoth. 

Mammoth Lakes Tourism 
stepped in to commit $300,000 to 
the deal. The contribution is meant 
to be used for site improvements 
and guarantees the town an outdoor 
events venue for at least the next 
decade. 

Mayor Pro-Tem John Wentworth 
said at Council Wednesday, “It’s 
important to clarify this is not a 
permanent solution; this is a 10-year 
thing.” 

The deal guarantees a home for 
the Labor Day Arts Festival and Sier-
ra Classic Theatre’s Summer Shake-
speare events as well as two other 
public events to be determined. 

What does the future hold for 
Bluesapalooza? Unclear. The agree-
ment stated that for-profit events 
like Bluesa should pay a “commer-
cially reasonable cost” for site rental 
—whatever that means. 

LIONS WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

The Mammoth Lakes Lions Club of-
ficially welcomed several new members 
at its weekly luncheon on Wednesday, 
April 19. From left, new Lion member Dr. 
Arianne Weiner, Lion President Jeffrey 
Mitchell, new Lion member Greg New-
bry, and new Lion member Aleksandra 
Mendel. Mammoth Lakes Lions supports 
the local community in a variety of ways, 
from clean-up efforts, to volunteering, 
to awarding scholarship dollars to local 
students. “I joined Lions because I was 
looking for ways to volunteer in my com-
munity, “ said Mendel. “I was attracted 
to Lions because of its legacy, but more so 
because the people in the Mammoth Lions 
Club are great. They’re a fun bunch and I 
enjoy spending time with them while con-
tributing to our community. Come join 
us!” Mammoth Lions meet the first four 
Wednesdays of every month at noon for 
lunch. Call 760.934.3815 for information.

PHOTO JULIANA OLINKA-JONES

Lion Secretary Eric Olsen gave a pre-
sentation about Lions International and 
the work the local club does to the new 
Mammoth Lakes Lions members during 
Wednesday’s luncheon. 
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see PATROL, page 17

“It’s the kind of job that other 
people just cannot relate to… and 
that’s part of the bond, the cama-

raderies. We could tell the stories for 
years,” says former ski patroller Ian 
Scott. Scott is one of the organizers of 
Mammoth Mountain’s first Ski Patrol 
reunion, which will take place from 
May 5-7 and bring together patrollers 
from the era of Dave McCoy’s rope 
tow on McGee Mountain to those still 
protecting skiers at Mammoth today. 

It started as just a hint of an 
idea—a Mammoth Ski Patrol Face-
book group where members shared 
memories, photos and war stories 
from their times at Mammoth. 

“A couple of guys who worked on 
patrol for 20-some years said, ‘Hey, 
we should get together and celebrate 
those who have worked so hard to 
keep this mountain safe,’o” said 
Steven McGrath, the media represen-
tative for the reunion. And so began 
the plans for the “three days of skiing, 

By Rea
Mammoth Mountain to host first-ever Ski Patrol reunion May 5-7
PATROLLERS ON THE LOOSE

Jim Jacober, Bob Wood and Jeff Rucks with 
in the mid-’70s.

BRE# 01237866

barbecueing, debauchery, and tobog-
gan races,” to take place at Mam-
moth Mountain. “People are coming 
from all over the country to do this,” 
said McGrath. 

Some don’t have to travel very 
far. Daryl “Animal” Aukee, 82, lives 

in Bishop, with his wife Mary Lou, 
whom he met when she gave him a 
haircut as per Dave McCoy’s wishes. 
Aukee was the head of Mammoth Ski 
Patrol from 1959-64. He was a surfer 
from La Jolla whose friend one day 
asked him if he wanted to learn to 
ski. Sure, he said. They took off for 
Aspen the next week, where they’d 
earn lift tickets by ski-and-boot pack-
ing for the resort (it was a tough life 
before lifts and snow cats). 

After a winter of skiing, Aukee 
hitchhiked to Sun Valley, ID and then 
to Tahoe. He was headed back to La 
Jolla, “and on my way back to the 
beach I stopped in Mammoth. I was 
just sneaking around the lifts. Tony 
Milici, who ran the cafeteria, gave me 
a job.” 

The next fall, he was offered a gig 
with ski patrol. Halfway through the 
season, his supervisor ran off with his 
gal, a nurse, and Aukee was offered 
his position. 

The Sheet: So you learned to ski 
one winter and the next, you were 
head of ski patrol?

Aukee: “Well, I’d been a surfer, so 
someone just told me, ‘Instead of 
leaning back, you lean forward!’ I 
was pretty lucky, I had a lot of friends 
who were really good skiers, and they 
spent some time with me.”

The best part about the new job 
was the raise—Aukee now earned 
$250 a week, plus room and board. 
This was a windfall—most patrol-
lers, according to Dick “Gremlin” 
Dahlgren (he started patrolling in 
1959), earned only $125 a week. 
Luckily, Dahlgren said, beer only cost 
25 cents a bottle at the Mammoth 
Tavern. 

“We would go down to the Mam-
moth Tavern and just plop down our 
paychecks to pay off the beer that we 
drank the week before,” said 
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PATROL
continued from page 16
Dahlgren who, at almost eighty, 
sounds like he should still be out pa-
trolling. Ever been down Gremlin’s? 
It’s an ode to Dahlgren. 

“There weren’t a lot of people work-
ing there, but we all looked out for 
each other,” said Aukee. “It was more 
like a family. We worked together and 
we all lived and played together too.”

Patrollers found their way to Mam-
moth in a myriad of ways—many of 
them, like Scott and Aukee, stayed. 
Others, like Dahlgren, moved to other 
ski towns. But a whole heap of them 
will be descending back on Mam-
moth to relive memories and revel 
in their old stomping grounds. Local 
businesses have offered discounts to 
patrollers, and Scott said that MMSA 
has “offered us tremendous support.”

Oh, to be a fly on the wall of this 
event—over 270 people have regis-
tered so far, a number which includes 
both patrollers and their guests. A 
temporary museum will be erected 
in the Old Gondola Room at Main 
Lodge. Ian Scott said that, while 
the event is for former and current 
patrollers only, the general public is 
invited to come visit with the attend-
ees at a barbecue on Sunday, May 7 
at The Mill (Chair 2) from 10:30 a.m. 
until 2 p.m. It is rumored that Bob 
Cloe, who worked for Dave McCoy at 
McGee Mountain and is now in his 
nineties, will make an appearance at 
the reunion. 

For patrollers who are interested 
in joining and haven’t yet registered, 
please email Ian at mmspreunion@
gmail.com. 

The Sheet will follow up with more 
ski patrol stories, including reviews of 
some of the cinematography produced 
by former patrollers, in a future issue. 

In their own words: Patrollers share 
their stories with The Sheet

On injuries:
Aukee: “I never broke a leg. I fixed a 
few of ‘em.”
Dahlgren: “We had so many acci-
dents that were just frightening…this 
was before ski lift towers had pad-
ding. The most interesting wreck was 
at the bottom of [Chair] 2. There’s 
this guy sitting in the snow. Skis are 
all over the place. In those days the 
general public used ski straps [with] 
8-10 inches of slack, so when you 
fell and your skis came off, they just 
helicoptered. I looked at this guy and 
went ‘Ugh.’ He had scalped himself. 
His scalp… was hanging off to the 
side. I said, ‘Okay sir, we’ll fix you up,’ 
and I took a deep breath and picked 
up his scalp with two fingers, slid it 
back on top of his head and wrapped 
him up with ace bandages like a 
WWII fighter.”

Oh hijinks: 
Mary Lou Aukee: “I know back then 
the boys liked to have a good time.”
Dahlgren: “We would more than 
often go down to hot creek and ev-
erybody would get ripping, and we’d 
go down with the ski school guys and 
girls, and the patrol girlfriends, and 
just stay in there till 3-4 in the morn-
ing drinking wine.

So we’re down there, and this 
French ski instructor Tony… he had 
a dong about a foot long. And he’s 
standing by the bonfire naked, and 
here comes this Greyhound bus and 
out traipse all these dentists and 
their wives. So a couple of the wives 
really get angry and they tell Tony 
to put some clothes on and he just 
says, “Velcome to Hot Creek!” And 

all of a sudden one of these dentists 
threw some rocks in the water at us. 
So we got out and we had a plan. The 
Greyhound bus was sitting up there 
idling, so [fellow patroller Bob Kes-
serling] and myself, well, we got in 
the damn bus and drove it away! We 
had no idea how to shift it, and we 
drove it back to Mammoth, but we 
couldn’t downshift, so about halfway 
up 203 it stalled. And we just pulled 
over to the side of the road and left it. 

So in the morning Dave McCoy 
gets on the loud speaker and says, 
‘Kesserling and Dahlgren, you come 
to my office immediately!’ Turns out 
he didn’t care! He was quite happy 
actually, because the guy who ran the 
bus tour was always after free tickets, 
and Dave didn’t like him. Plus, turns 
out the rule of the Greyhound leasing 
company is that you cannot drive 
your Greyhound more than 300 yards 
off a paved highway, and that driver 
was 7 miles down in there.”

On cars: 
Mary Lou Aukee: “Daryl had a Woody 
station wagon and he sold it so that 
we’d have some money for our hon-
eymoon in Lake Tahoe” (the couple 
were married in Carson City). 
Dahlgren: “I drove a ’46 Chevy club 
coupe with a cracked block. My surf-
board would stick in the back. In the 
morning (I lived in a 14’ trailer in the 
ghetto) I would pour water in it and 
drive to Main Lodge, trailing a cloud 
of steam, and park. More water in the 
afternoon, enough to make it back 
down to the Village. Well, I coveted 
the Varne sunglasses the lift opera-
tor at the bottom of Chair 2 wore. I 
traded my Chevy straight across for 
the sunglasses.”

On booze:
Dahlgren: “We’d always assemble 
at the top of Chair 3, and if you look 
down the mountain to your left a 
couple hundred feet, there’s an area 
that can’t be seen from below or ei-
ther side. So we put a big piece of ply-
wood and made a snow cave there. 
A snow deck. And it’d be stocked 
with booze, and we’d take our breaks 
there. Then we’d have toboggans out 
there in the woods that didn’t have 
any first aid stuff in them, they’d have 
blankets and booze…I think Dave 
McCoy probably just preferred not to 
know about those toboggans.” 

Ian Scott performing a sweet ‘90s move. 
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Aries: The Stars are reporting that 
this next year of your life will be 
much more positive and enjoyable 
than its predecessor. The best news 
is that good news should start right 
now—Aspen did just buy Mammoth 
Mountain Ski Area! The best way 
to receive good news is with open 
arms and, in some circumstances, 
wearing little more than a smile 
and a maybe a beanie in case it gets 
cold. Relationships will progress to 
the next level, too. Just accept that 
for some the next level will be the 
basement, or the parking garage.
Taurus: In honor the passing of 
fellow Taurus Don Rickles at the 
ripe old age of 90, please remember 
not to take life too seriously and to 
enjoy a couple of his lines. On life: 
“Whatever you do to gain success, 
you have to hang in there and hope 
good things happen. Always think 
positive.” On Frank Sinatra: “When 
you enter a room, you have to kiss 
his ring. I don’t mind, but he has it 
in his back pocket.” 
Gemini: To help you make sure 
you’re impacts on others are posi-
tive, and thus creating good karma 
for yourself, please don’t adopt one 
of these new taglines for United 
Airlines: A380) “We offer First Class, 
Business Class and No Class.” B737) 
“If you can’t beat the competition, 
beat the customers.” C172) “We put 
the ‘hospital’ in ‘hospitality.’” F-117) 

“We proudly treat you like we treat 
your luggage.” P-48)“Now serving 
free sandwiches, knuckle flavored 
only.”
Cancer: In case you’ve got any chal-
lenges going on in your life please 
remember that poet Rainer Marie 
Rilke advised readers to “Trust in 
what is difficult.” Adopting this 
motto may help as well: “This, too, 
shall pass. It may pass like a kidney 
stone, but it will pass.”
Leo: Please remember to be your-
self, since Oscar Wilde reminded us 
that everyone else is taken. Since 
you are in the beginning stages of 
a very positive turn in your life, 
don’t be surprised when you have to 
repeat this Tracy Jordan line: “What 
is this, Horseville? `Cause I’m sur-
rounded by a bunch of naysayers.”
Virgo: The bad news is that you’ll 
probably be feeling unfulfilled in 
work or have some struggles with a 
co-worker for the next few weeks. 
The good news is you’ll be gain-
ing power and good karma in your 
career by the end of the month. The 
key will be to not tell anyone they 
can “Go eat a turd burger!” Unless 
you, at least, offer them a beer to 
wash it down with.
Libra: The Stars are asking you to 
try to not make your life so hard. 
Sure, you need a little drama now 
and then to spice things up, but 
you don’t need to turn your life 

into an endless soap opera. There-
fore, please accept that you can’t 
stay mad while saying the word 
“bubbles,” and adopt this attitude 
from the old TV show, Soap: “Let’s 
synchronize our watches. It’s now 
3-ish.”
Scorpio: It’s true that the only thing 
we have to fear is fear itself. It’s also 
true that we need to give fear a beat-
down like it stole our milk money 
when we were kids, except that 
now we’re all grown up and have 
watched a lot of Bruce Lee movies. 
Henceforth, your new motto comes 
from the Little Phoenix: “As you 
think, so shall you become.”
Sagittarius: The Stars are report-
ing that this is a time of change in 
your life, especially where work and 
routine are involved.  It’s time to mix 
up what isn’t working or helping you 
stay in a positive and productive 
mindset. To help you embrace this 
change, and not by putting it in a 
headlock, never forget this: “Some-
one once said that making a movie 
about tornados full of sharks was 
a good idea –and that person was 
right.”
Capricorn: Since laughter and a 
positive attitude are the most im-
portant ingredients in the recipe for 
your ultimate happiness, your new 
goal is to laugh more often! These 
lines from Jim Gaffigan should help:  

A) “Snooze Bar: Nothing like starting 
off the day with a little procrastina-
tion. As my first decision of the day, 
I’ll go back to sleep.” 
B) “Whenever you correct some-
one’s grammar, just remember that 
nobody likes you.” 
C) “’Organic’ is a grocery store term 
for ‘twice as expensive.’”
Aquarius: Okay, here’s your advice 
not only for this week, but for every 
week hereafter: Don’t be Dick, or 
even a Richard for that matter, un-
less that’s your real name. If that’s 
the case, please be the best Richard 
or Dick you can be. The way you can 
tell if you’re succeeding is if you can 
get through most days by not giving 
anybody a good reason to tell you to 
go eat a bag of your namesakes.
Pisces: If you’ve been having trou-
ble keeping your New Year’s resolu-
tion to get in better shape, Clouds 
has some thoughts that may help. 
Perhaps you just didn’t choose the 
proper shape to get into. “Apple,” 
“pear” and “generally good” should 
be perfect. Mixing up workout rou-
tines can also help make workouts 
more interesting, so please consider 
incorporating activities like streak-
ing and wrestling in your undies 
into your routine.

By Clouds McCloud
HORRORSCOPES
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By Giles

Aspen-KSL recently announced its plans to purchase Mammoth Resorts for an undisclosed sum, which got The Sheet thinking about naming rights. 

The Sheet asked people on the street: Would you agree to rename Mammoth Lakes “Zuckerberg, 
CA” if the Facebook founder paid for the rights? How much should he pay?

SHEET SURVEY

“No. That would be a stupid name.” 
              
                                          
                                           - Hailey Bachman, Mammoth Lakes.

“No. There’s too much history here for them to let some rich 
guy just buy the place and change the name.”        

                 - Stephanie Hukkanen, Mammoth Lakes

“What with the Town debt, they’d probably be stupid not to! 
I bet Zuckerberg could afford to foot that $50 million airport 
settlement bill.”
                
                                               - Peter Mayforth, Mammoth Lakes

“No. It’s a classy name, Mammoth Lakes, and it’s Dave 
McCoy’s legacy... It’d be like when the Chargers left San 
Diego. People would get all pissed off and have to sell their 
t-shirts and stuff.”                                 
       - Justin Bell, Mammoth Lakes                

“No. Some things aren’t for sale. The soul of Mammoth is the 
soul of Mammoth, and it’s an amazing thing.

 - Marcus Nobreus, Sweden

“Absolutely not! We are what we are because of Dave McCoy 
and the community he helped to build here. Sadly, it’s being 
lost, and we need to hold on to it.”
                                      
                                                 - Emma Hasten, Mammoth Lakes 



All information subject to change. BRE# 01812140

New Luxury Townhomes with Alpine Golf Course and Athletic Club Minutes from Mammoth Mountain.

3-4 BEDROOMS UP TO 2,742 SQ. FT. • FROM THE UPPER $700,000’s • SALES 877-766-9275 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM

NEW RELEASE OF LUXURY TOWNHOMES NOW SELLING!

All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalBRE #01812140. Another Luxury Development by The Chadmar Group

A NEW
HOME 

FOR 
FAMILY

FUN
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