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Tommy Chong (left) and Dave Easterby (right) at the opening night of
the Mammoth Lakes Film Festival. See more coverage, pgs. 28-29.
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PITCHING IN

TAKE
MY KID, PLEASE!
Childcare shortage in Mammoth Lakes reaches “crisis” level
By Rea

T

here’s a bit of a joke
whenever a new pregnancy is announced in
Mammoth—“Congratulations!
So…when are you moving?”
Childcare isn’t easy to access for parents of young
children in this resort town
for a myriad of reasons. Most
Eastsiders are imports, and
lack the family support system
that one might have in their
hometown. Housing costs are
also astronomical—don’t expect to find a three bedroom
home on the market in Mammoth for anything under half
a million dollars—so there are
fewer younger couples able to
afford homes, and many home
childcare providers are young
mothers who wish to stay at
home with their kids, so they
end up providing for others’
children and making some
extra money in the process.
“There is no affordable
space available,” said Jennifer Joyce, who is closing her

in-home childcare center, Jennifer Joyce Family Childcare,
at the end of this school year.
Joyce “aged out” of the career,
as her children are now in high
school and junior high, and is
moving out of state where she
and her family can afford to
buy a home. “I have a person
who I wanted to pass off my
school to … and she cannot find a space,” said Joyce.
“There’s nothing to rent as far
as houses go, and she totally
wants to do childcare.”
According to Queenie Barnard, Mammoth Site Director
for Inyo Mono Advocates for
Community Action (IMACA),
three family childcare providers in Mammoth have closed
or are closing this year. There
were only 13 providers in
Mono County to begin with—
leaving just ten this coming year. There are also two
private centers, the Mammoth
Mountain-run Kids Corner
and the Lutheran Preschool,

both of which are currently
full. “Have you considered
becoming a childcare provider
yourself?” Barnard inquired
when The Sheet called to ask
about the situation.
This doesn’t include the
State-run preschools, which
have the same hours as
schools and take in kids
from the ages of about 3-5.
The Head Start preschool in
Mammoth has a capacity of
22 kids, and is full. Two new
preschools opened this year in
Benton and Bridgeport under
the Head Start umbrella, and
“Benton just got full in the
last two months,” said Molly
DesBaillets, Executive
Director of First 5 in Mono
County, “Bridgeport was
full from the get go.” Those
preschools care for 10 and 16
students, respectively.
DesBaillets recognizes the
need for more childcare in the
area, and extolled the

see CHILDCARE, page 9

GET ON THE BANDWAGON
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The Equestrian Trails Incorporated Corral 14 Western Wagons traveled from Bishop to Lone Pine during
the week of May 15. Twenty-four people traveled in four restored covered wagons pulled by ponies along
the Owens River. The trip is a 65-mile ride, and follows the historic route of Owens Valley settlers in the
1800s. This is the 17th year that the wagon train has followed the route. More western stories, p. 19.
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Georgia Fogg, Renee Strong, Jora Fogg, and Judy get their hands
dirty on Satuday, May 20 at the June Lake Clean-Up Day, sponsored
by June Lake Brewery, Tiger Bar, Trout Town Joe’s, Ohana’s 395, and
Karen O’Keefe.

HACK
MY
LIFE
MHS database breached by student
By Bodin e

A

student database of
personal and academic
information at Mammoth High School was compromised by a student earlier
this month, resulting in the
altering of grades and attendance records, according
to Mammoth Unified School
District Superintendent Lois
Klein. The same system was
also compromised in May,
2012. Klein did not say how
the student got into the system in the most recent breach.
Klein said once the school
became aware of the situation,
the system was shut down. All
teachers and staff will have
new, complex passwords and
Klein said the District is making sure all operating systems
have the latest protection
software, district-wide.
She said she considers the
student hacker to be a thief.
Some students were suspended for their involvement.

Growing rogue

Mono County District Attorney Tim Kendall said on
Thursday, May 25 that the
investigation is ongoing and
that his office had not yet filed
charges.
A letter from MHS sent
to parents on May 18 states
that the school confiscated
the device that is believed to
have been used to access the
system. It doesn’t specify what
the device is. There are cheap
devices for sale on the internet
such as the “keystroke logger,”
about $60, that can hold up
to 32 pages of text that would
likely contain passwords,
according to a sales pitch on
hackershomepage.com.
Aeries Systems, a software
and data management system
that contains the personal
and academic information
of individual students, was
the system that was accessed

see HACKER, page 21
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DUDE,
WHERE’S MY CLEVENGER?
Given that Mammoth Lakes Tourism is now running full-page adver-

tisements in the Fifty Center, I wonder whether I’m due a sales commission.
I’ll fill you in on the latest public records request made by The Sheet
which seems to have triggered the ire of MLT Executive Director John
Urdi.
When I last looked at MLT’s books, I noticed that a lot of business expenses are run through personally held credit cards—which means that
the rewards associated with the cards also go individuals, as opposed to
the organization.
It didn’t make sense to me. If you’re making purchases on a card which
are reimbursed with public funds, shouldn’t the rewards bonus belong to
the taxpayer as well as opposed to the employee?
So I made a public records request asking for an accounting of John
Urdi’s credit card rewards—what points he had accrued and how he had
spent them.
This is the reply I got from John Morris, MLT Board Chairman.
“Thanks for your email regarding John Urdi’s Capital One credit card. A
little background:
When MLT was formed in 2010, the formation Board looked into
obtaining a corporate credit card. Being a new non-profit organization,
this was difficult at best and the limits available were so low that the card
would have been all but useless.
After John Urdi was hired, the then MLT Board of Directors asked John
to again look into obtaining a corporate card (summer of 2012 if memory
serves me right). The results were basically the same. John indicated
that he could obtain a personal Capital One card with a sufficient limit
($25,000 at that time) and that he was willing to assume the risk associated with this card. MLT would pay all business related expenses, with
detailed receipts provided, and John would be permitted to use any accrued reward points for personal use since he was assuming liability for
the account.
The current MLT Board understands that for many reasons, including
removing John’s personal liability, it would be best to have a corporate
card. We are currently looking into this once again. When we do obtain
such a credit card, I am confident that the Board will agree to mandate
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that rewards or points associated with that card be used for MLT related
business, and the specific use of those points will then become public
record. At this time, the Board considers the specific use of the rewards/
miles in question to be private information.”
I will defer to Morris on his recollection of the deal the MLT Board
made with Urdi, but that deal is not outlined in his contract.
The upshot: The public request was denied.
Meanwhile, I noticed in the general ledger for 2015-2016 that MLT
spent $1,600 on an employee Christmas party held at Rock Creek Lodge
(not a TBID remitter). If one must spend taxpayer money on an employee party (never mind the various birthday parties MLT also holds for
its employees at taxpayer expense), perhaps it can, at the very least, use
rewards benefits for such expenditures.
Or imagine this. They pay for such parties with the money we pay them
in salary. Or do as the Town does and if you’re going to have a party for
your employees, make it communal and invite everyone in town to join
you.
A few other expenditures that didn’t seem right. A $1,200 expenditure
on gifts of Vern Clevenger prints for departing Board members. Yes,
board members are volunteers and put in a lot of unpaid time, but is this
necessary? What’s weird is that when I asked the two board members
(Lehman and Raimondo) I could think of who departed the Board during
that time frame how they were enjoying their prints, neither knew what I
was talking about.
Another Board member acknowledged that he had seen the framed
prints in John Urdi’s office and knew who they were for, but never knew
what happened to them.
It was later determined that there had been a “snafu” and that the gifts
had never been distributed to Lehman and Raimondo and were still sitting in the MLT offices.
I summarily sent Rea down to MLT to offer to pick up the prints and
drop them off to their intended designees.
The prints were not to be found and employees said they had a recollection of the prints but don’t know what happened to them.
Then there were about $2,500 worth of Visa gift cards that were purchased by John Urdi and MLT employees (on private credit cards and
then reimbursed) for what were described as promotional giveaways. It
would seem to be more proper to buy gift certificates from local businesses for a giveaway than to hand out cash cards that are pretty much
untraceable. I mean, did we collect information to put into some database for our trouble, or did we just hand cash away in the hopes it would
engender some loyalty and business?
For an organization obsessed with ROI (return on investment) metrics,
this seems out of character.
I know the argument. The organization now brings in $9 million a year.
Why should anyone be bothered about a few grand here and a few grand
there? That to bring up such things is grasping and petty. And yet … it
gnaws at me.
*Correction: In the May 20 story, “Mining Mess at Stamp Mill,” Giles
incorrectly stated that California Trout detected concetrations of mercury at the Valentine Reserve spring source above the EPA’s standard for
safe drinking water and that set by the California Toxic Rule. That study
detected elevated levels of manganese, not mercury.
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A USED SWEATER BOUGHT, A LIFE SAVED
Sometimes you really do reap what you sow

By Bodine
his winter, Judy Bornfeld, the
president of the Mammoth
Hospital Auxiliary, needed a
piece of medical equipment bought by
her organization to save her own life.
The Auxiliary is a group of volunteers
that work to raise funds for new medical equipment at Mammoth Hospital.
Since moving to Mammoth, Bornfeld has volunteered many hours to
The Cast Off Thrift Store in Mammoth,
which is run by and generates proceeds for the group run by Bornfeld.
The hospital provides the Auxiliary
with a wish list of needed equipment and other items from which the
Auxiliary picks items to purchase. It
has purchased gurneys, heart and vital
sign monitors, imaging equipment
and completely remodeled the pediatrics room with funds raised by sales at
the Cast Off Thrift Store.
Since opening its doors in 1978, the
Auxiliary has gifted more than $4.5
million in equipment to Mammoth
Hospital, along with college scholarships and high school achievement
awards, according to Bornfeld.
Luckily for The Sheet, Bornfeld had
a few minutes to talk Monday at the
Cast Off before going to volunteer

T

Judy Bornfeld, Mammoth Hospital Auxilary President, was saved by equipment she
helped raise funds to purchase.
at the Blood Drive. Bornfeld was not
comfortable talking about herself and,
as might be expected from a person
who gives of themselves without compensation, she didn’t want the story to
be about her, but rather the Auxiliary.
She beamed when she talked of the
hundreds of thousands of volunteer
hours put into the Cast Off and the
fact that the donated clothing, furniture, and sporting equipment is put to
good use again in the same community. Donating or purchasing a used
sweater and a lamp can save a life.
“Aren’t we great,” Bornfeld said.

When an ulcer Bornfeld had developed hemorrhaged on January 14, she
got the opportunity to try out some of
that lifesaving equipment first hand.
She said she was rushed to Mammoth
Hospital where the staff and Dr. Fru
Bahiraei treated her well, “And not just
because I’m president of the Auxiliary.”
Mammoth Hospital’s laryngoscope
wouldn’t have been long enough to
reach Bornfeld’s ulcer if not for an extension the Auxiliary had purchased in
2016. After four days and three blood
transfusions, she was let out of the

hospital.
A few weeks later she followed up
with a specialist at Cedars Sinai in
Los Angeles. As she told the story, she
wiped a tear away and smiled at how
impressed “the Big City doctors” were
at the expertise and sophistication of
the procedure performed at a rural
hospital like Mammoth’s. They were
surprised she was even alive.
“They (the specialists) said they
wouldn’t have done anything differently,” Bornfield said.
Bornfeld is a mother of four daughters and has six grandchildren. She is
not only the Mammoth Hospital Auxiliary President but also a blood drive
volunteer, and serves on the Board
of Directors for the Mammoth Lakes
Foundation. Bornfeld also manages
her husband Michael Bornfeld’s Law
Practice.
When asked if she was retired, the
75-year old replied, “Would you call
this retired?”
The Cast Off is located next to Mammoth Rock and Bowl, 3059 Chateau
Road, open from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.

Mountain Sports Specialists Since 1977

The Eastern Sierra’s Friendly and Knowledgeable Climbing Shop
Hike ✦ Climb ✦ Run ✦ Camp

We stock a large selection of supplies for all your
climbing, hiking, and outdoor adventures.
Rentals are available including tents, packs, sleeping
bags, bouldering pads and climbing shoes.
Open 7 days a week including holidays
224 North Main St., Bishop, CA 93514
Eastsidesports.com, info@eastsidesports.com
760-873-7520
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HELTER SKELTER, EPISODE 2
The Barrus family initiates another high-speed car chase, just for the heck of it

By Bodine
n Tuesday, May 16, A family of Sovereign Citizens,
American-grown right-wing
militia extremists, allegedly shot and
killed a Broadwater County Sheriff’s
deputy in Montana. The incident
was followed by a 140-mile, highspeed car chase and shootout with
cops, leaving one suspect dead and
the other in custody.
In March of 2000, the patriarch of
that family, Lloyd Barrus, along with
his son, Jeffrey Barrus and Lloyd’s
girlfriend at the time, Cheryl Maarteuse, took Nevada Highway Patrol
on a 70-mile, high-speed chase with
guns blazing right here in the Eastern Sierra. Barrus and crew eventually made it to Death Valley, where
they ditched their stolen BMW,
grabbed an armful of firearms, and
barricaded themselves in the rocks
of the Panamint Mountains. What
followed was a 20-hour standoff
with law enforcement.
According to the Southern Poverty
Law Center, on Tuesday, May 16,
2017, Broadwater County Sheriff’s
Deputy Mason Moore, pulled over a
Chevrolet Suburban driven by Lloyd
Barrus on Highway 287 at about 3
a.m., as part of a routine traffic stop.
Deputy Moore was not heard from
by dispatch after the initial report.
A Gallatin County Sheriff deputy
responded to the scene and found
Moore, aged 42, dead. An all-points
bulletin was issued by Broadwater
County Sheriff’s Department for the
Chevy Suburban, which was soon
spotted.A pursuit followed.
Lloyd, age 61, and son Marshall
Barrus, 38, fired at pursuing police
until a spike strip finally incapacitated the vehicle. As soon as the Suburban came to a stop, Marshall leapt
from the vehicle and began firing at
officers. He was shot in the head and
died the next day, Wednesday, May
17, at a Missoula hospital, according
to the Associated Press.
The AP also reported that Lloyd
was shot with a 9mm pistol. He said
in interviews after his arrest that
he was hoping for a suicide by cop
scenario.
The March 2000 incident in Death
Valley was similar to the May 2017
one in Montana; a routine traffic stop turned into a high-speed
pursuit and gun battle. In that case,
as in this one, there didn’t appear to
be a motive for the violence. The difference, of course, is that no one got
killed in Death Valley.
Inyo County Sheriff Bill Lutze was
the Incident Commander at the
scene of the March 2000 altercation.
He said the Barrus’ and Maarteuse
were headed southbound on Highway 95 in a BMW in the small hours
of March 17 when they were pulled
over by Nevada Highway Patrol.
The officer noticed gun shells on
the floor of the vehicle and stepped
back toward his cruiser. Lutze said
Maarteuse called for the officer to
come back toward the vehicle, but
he stayed by his cruiser, suspecting
she might shoot him.
Retired Park Ranger Jon Peterson

O

was on his way to the park from
his home in Bishop when he heard
chatter about the car chase on his
radio.
Peterson told The Sheet on Tuesday, May 23 that he heard the deputy
ask the suspects if they had any
weapons. Maarteuse replied, “Yes,
lots of ‘em.”
The suspects raced off and the
pursuit began. The suspects made a
U-turn at Beatty, Nevada and headed toward the park, Lutze continued.
Peterson said the suspects skidded
to avoid a road block on 95 and the
BMW came to a stop facing Death
Valley, so they went that way. There
was no other reason for bringing the
chase into the park.
Peterson said Lloyd Barrus was
poking through the sunroof, shooting at pursuing officers.
Once in Death Valley, the suspects
turned onto Harmony Borax Road,
intending to drive far out on the
desert playa toward the Panamint
Mountains. The playa was a mud pit
that time of the year, and BMW got
stuck in the mud.
They grabbed as many guns and
ammo from the trunk as they could
carry, but no water, and hightailed it
for the mountains. Peterson added
Maarteuse had lost her shoes in the
deep mud, an event that slowed
the suspects’ pace down to a crawl,
forcing them to hunker down in the
nearby metamorphic rocks.
By that time, nearly 120 law enforcment officers from Inyo County
Special Enforcement Detail, Nye and
Inyo County Sheriff’s Departments,
California Highway Patrol (CHP),
and The National Park Service had
arrived on scene.
A CHP helicopter from Dagget
was deployed to try and locate the
suspects. As it flew over the scene,
Jeffrey Barrus shot and hit the helicopter’s oil tank.
“We’ve taken bullets before in both
fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters,”
said Bruce Bonnett, CHP’s supervisor of aerial operations at the time of
the incident according to the Southern Poverty Law Center. “But this is
the first time an aircraft has been
downed.”
Peterson believed Jeffrey Barrus
was an Idaho High School State rifle
shooting champion, but that claim
could not be confirmed.
Peterson added Jeffrey hit the
helicopter from a quarter-mile away.
The helicopter landed in the mud
and was unable to take off again.
Jeffrey continued shooting at the
downed helicopter, laying down fire
from over a half-mile away.
US Customs and Naturalization
flew a surveillance jet over the scene
and located the suspects, but it was
growing dark and law enforcement
knew if that if the suspects got away,
they might not be able to find them
again, Peterson said.
Another helicopter from San
Bernardino CHP equipped with a
floodlight was brought on scene.
The flight crew mistakenly turned
the light on a SWAT team from Lake

PHOTO:MISSOULA COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

Lloyd Barrus, Sovereign Citizen and
domestic terrorist.
Mead Recreation Area that were in
pursuit of the suspects.
Lutze said that, at that point, the
suspects were headed toward the
only lights on the horizon, at Furnace Creek. They knew the game
was almost over when the helicopter’s floodlight revealed the tactical
team. The Lake Mead team apprehended the suspects shortly thereafter.
Peterson said that, after being

apprehended, Lloyd was asked to
put his hands up. He would only
raise them to his shoulders, maybe
getting ready for a Wild West game of
Draw, until a linebacker-sized SWAT
member tackled him.
Lloyd Barrus was sentenced to 15
years in prison. His son Marshall received 25 years, and Maarteuse was
sentenced to one year.
Inyo County District Attorney Tom
Hardy was the prosecuting attorney for the case in 2000. He said a
motive for evading police was never
determined and the suspects never
explained themselves. Lloyd Barrus
had, however, failed to appear in
court for a driving under the influence charge in Idaho in 2000, Hardy.
Lutze described the Barrus’ as
Sovereign Citizens, which the FBI
defines as “domestic terrorists” who
believe they are free of legal restraints, be it taxation or drug laws.
In 2014, the National Consortium for
the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism ranked Sovereign
Citizens as a bigger terrorist threat
to national security than Islamic
Extremism. Hardy speculated that
Lloyd Barrus’ distaste for government and his anti-establishment
views may have manifested after a
grievance he had with a child support case in Alaska.
Deputy Moore is survived by his
wife and three children.
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GROWING ROGUE IN BENTON

Mono County discovers regulating pot is a lot more complicated than the State made it seem...
By Bodine
t the May 8 meeting of the Mono
County Supervisors, 2nd District
Supervisor Fred Stump told the
story of a marijuana grow near Benton that had moved him to change his
views on the subject.
The grow he described is in its second year and, contrary to a circulating
rumor, is not on tribal land. It is, however, on a rural residential parcel with
no dwelling unit, for which the operator does not have a permit from the
county to allow for small-scale agriculture. The county issued a permit for
temporary power use to the growers in
2016, for growing trees.
Last year the grow operation had 60
plants, and this year it has 300, according to Stump. In recent months, Stump
said the neighbors have complained
about the smell, the Sheriff’s Office
and District Attorney’s Office have
taken reports on the grow, Code Compliance has issued a Notice of Violation
and Southern California Edison has
disconnected the electricity. Nonetheless, the operation persists.
The grow is less than a quarter mile
from the Edna Beaman Elementary
School.
On May 5, an attorney representing the growers contacted the county,
arguing that state law, which allows
“caregivers” to grow pot wherever they
wish, supercedes county regulations.
Caregivers grow for medical marijuana
patients that can’t grow for themselves.
“The growers are currently going
about their business and appear to
be throwing this in the county’s face,”
Stump said. He added his constituents
are asking what good codes and regulations are if there are loopholes and
ways around the laws.
“What this situation is pointing out
to me is how woefully unprepared we
are to deal with marijuana,” Stump
said. He foresaw untold amounts of
staff time used to deal with regulation
and worried that this current situation
that could lead to civil action.
“[I am] Quickly moving my position
from regulate and tax to banning all
commercial operations in the county,”
Stump said. “This has ceased to a be
a philosophical question and is now
having a direct impact on District 2
residents. I’ll say that if you are a commercial marijuana proponent, this
is exactly what you don’t need if you
want to see the county move forward

A

with a regulatory set.”
Dr. Dale Gieringer, Executive Director for the National Organization
for the Reform of Marijuana Laws
(NORML), California Chapter said the
county can argue its rules supersede
state law and ban marijuana in the
county altogether, but warned that
other counties, like Fresno, that have
banned weed are facing mounting
lawsuits from growers and medical
marijuana patients.
Additionally, the state does not provide clear guidelines for caregivers as
to what constitutes “medical use” and
how much of a given crop will actually
go to patients, Gieringer said.
Michael Draper, Mono County
planning analyst, said the situation in
Benton is a zoning issue. The growers
did not have a permit for a commercial
grow, which would apply to any crop,
whether apples or marijuana. The regulations are spelled out in the county’s
General Plan, and include the definition of a commercial grow, as well as
what constitutes a large and small
scale grow. To find these regulations, a
grower would have to dig through the
General Plan. Even Draper had to wade
through the plan to find the definition
of small scale agriculture.
Draper explained that, according to
guidelines set in Senate Bill 420, which
allowed for medical marijuana use and
regulation and was passed by California voters in 1996, local government
doesn’t have the ability to ban grows
by caregivers. Draper said he was
surprised there hasn’t been a contentious case like this prior to the one in
Benton.
For recreational marijuana, which
was made legal by voters in 2016
through Proposition 64, counties can
impose taxes on top of what the state
would require. A 15-percent tax obn
sale plus a $9.25 per ounce tax on the
grower has been proposed, but it will
be hard for the county to figure out

how much to tax, Draper said. There
will be yet unknown expenses to the
county incurred as a result of regulating thew crop, and the tax will have to
assist in recovering those losses.
Mono County Undersheriff Michael
Moriarty said the state may tax recreational marijuana so much, growers
will go back underground, with no
incentive to comply with regulations.
Those underground growers could
venture into the Sierra Nevada mountains to operate as they have done in
the past. Guerilla grows on land not
belonging to the grower will pop up.

Moriarty said these growers could
bring guns with them along with pesticides and fertilizers to help the plants
get through the harsh and short growing season in the mountains. These
chemicals leech into the soil and into
get into waterways.
“I don’t think the public fully understands what they voted on,” said
Moriarty. Gieringer and Draper said
they thought Proposition 64 was not
thoroughly thought through before going on the ballot.
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By Bodine and Rea

Fatal Motorcycle Crash in DV
According to the California Highway
Patrol, at about 11 a.m. on Sunday,
May 7, Karig McCloskey, 52, of Thousand Oaks was riding a motorcycle
southbound on Panamint Valley Road
at approximately 70 mph, and Kenneth
Wheeler, age 47, of Sylmar was riding a
motorcycle directly behind him when
Wheeler moved over into the northbound lane to pass McCloskey. McCloskey drifted into the northbound lane
just as Wheeler was passing him, and
the two motorcycles collided, ejecting
both riders from their vehicles. McCloskey succumbed to his injuries on
the scene. Wheeler was transported
via ambulance to Ridgecrest Regional
Hospital with moderate injuries.

Missing hiker found dead
According to the Inyo County Sheriff’s Office, at noon on Tuesday, May
23 Dongying “Cindy” Qiu was located
deceased at the base of a frozen waterfall near Outpost Camp. Qiu set off
on Sunday, May 21 to climb Whitney
with two other climbers but was not at
the trailhead when the other climbers returned. A search for Qui began
Monday, May 22.
It is believed that she fell approximately 60 feet through a snow chute
at the top of the waterfall. “This is an
incredibly tragic situation and based
on the extreme snow conditions in the
backcountry, this could have happened to anyone,” stated Inyo County

Sheriff’s Corporal Nick Vaughn. Support for the search was provided by Sierra Madre SAR, San Bernardino SAR,
China Lake Mountain Rescue Mountain Rescue Group, Inyo SAR and aerial
support provided by Army National
Guard and CHP H-80.
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HMM... WHAT ARE THEY
SMOKING OVER THERE?

Keep the change
On Saturday May 20, at approximately 10:40 p.m., the Bristlecone
Laundromat in Big Pine was burglarized, according to the Inyo County
Sheriff’s Department. The suspect
allegedly forced the change machine
open and took the money from it. The
suspect was wearing a grey zip-up
sweater and blue jeans. The suspect is
approximately 5 foot 6 inches tall, and
has no facial hair. Through surveillance footage, the Sheriff’s Department
determined the suspect was driving
a dark-colored 4-door sedan and was
believed to have parked his vehicle
in the parking lot of the Big Pine Post
Office.
Anyone with information is urged
to contact the Inyo County Sheriff’s
Department at 760.878.0383.

Gabe Proctor dies
Gabe Proctor, former member of the
Mammoth Track Club, died on Saturday, May 20, at his home in Lyndonville, Vermont. Proctor, who suffered
from severe depression, is reported to
have taken his own life. He was 27.

PHOTO: REA

It took Rea a while to notice this sign outside the Mammoth Smoke Shop by Nik ‘n
Willie’s Pizza on Old Mammoth Road. To their credit, the other side of the sign is
spelled correctly. Also a bonus: the Mammoth Smoke Shop is conveniently located
next to a pizza and sandwich joint. Smoke wisely, kids.

WEEKLY SPECIALS

FREE
COMMUNITY
HEALTH
FAIR

Quality Food at the
Foot of the Sierra

11AM–
2PM

Bakery • Cafe • Community
BOWLING N BEATS: DJ Chronfucious. $4 Games, $2 Shoes.
Starts at 9PM.
2 For Tuesdays: Buy 1 game and get the 2nd FREE.
Pizza Special: $6 Small Cheese and Pepperoni Pizzas.
Wild Wednesdays: Be a kid all night, Bowl at the kid's price!
Following league play.

Ladies Night: Ladies bowl 2 games FREE. Includes shoe rentals.
Cosmic Bowling: 9pm to close.
Kids Bowl Free*: 2 game maximum with paying Adult, Noon to 5:00
Cosmic Bowling: 9pm to close.
Kids Bowl Free*: 2 game maximum with paying Adult, Noon to 5:00
* Kids 12 and under, 3 Kids per paying Adult.
EVENTS & TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

• OPEN DAILY •
3029 CHATEAU • 760.934.4200 • MAMMOTHROCKNBOWL.COM

Natural bakery
Breakfast/Lunch
Live music and dinner
served on Saturdays
Beer and wine
Family friendly
Indoor/outdoor seating
Located at the McGee Creek
Lodge, Crowley Lake

OPEN EVERY
THURSDAY–MONDAY
Thurs/Fri/Mon: 6:30am-2:00pm
Saturday: 6:30am-9:00pm
Sunday: 6:30am-3:00pm
Closed Tuesday/Wednesday

LIVE MUSIC
5/13 – P and J (Good Livin duo)
5/20 – Idle Hands
5/27 – Saint Billy Bodley
6/3 – Open Jam Night
Bring your instruments and talent!
6/10 – Milo Cagle
6/17 – Good Livin
1561 Crowley Lake Dr. Crowly Lake
760.914.2696
eastsidebakeshop@gmail.com
facebook.com/EastSideBakeShop

•
•
•
•
•

FRIDAY, JUNE 2
WALKER
COMMUNITY CENTER

Free Lunch
Door Prizes for Everyone
Fun Kid Activities!
Free Glucose, Blood Pressure Tests
And Much More!

Nearly 30 County & State Agencies/
Organizations Represented.

CALL 530.495.2700 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

THE SHEET I Saturday, May 27, 2017

COVER STORY

www.thesheetnews.com

I 9

CHILDCARE
continued from page 1
opportunities for those who might
consider going into the field of early
childhood education and care. To start
a licensed “childcare center,” such as
Kids Corner or the Lutheran Preschool,
providers need to complete 24 units in
early childhood education. “You can
obtain all the education you need at
Cerro Coso [College], without having
to leave the area,” said DesBaillets,
who says First 5 is focused on “[creating] a career pathway at the High
School in Mammoth” for students who
want to go into childcare. The other
option is to create a “family childcare
home,” which does require licensing
but does not require courses in early
childhood education. IMACA is currently offering help with start-up funds
for those wishing to open childcare
homes, and assistance with licensing procedures, said Barnard. “We
can walk them through the process of
becoming licensed, help them fill out
an application, and pay up to $500 for
orientation fees, start-up costs… we
are totally willing to help them pay for
it.”
Any caregiver who accepts infants is
in especially high demand. “I’ve been
on the wait list for Kids Corner since
I was four months pregnant, and I’m
still 16th on the list,” said Sarah Vigilante Ranson, whose son is now four
months old.
“We’re the only center that takes infants and toddlers,” said Julie Winslow,
who runs Kids Corner.
Adds Barnard, “Something to keep in
mind is that the more infants a provider has in their care, the less their
overall capacity could be.”
Say a small family childcare home
was licensed for eight children, “if
they had four infants, that’s it,” said
Barnard. “If they have six children in
their care, no more than three can be
infants. The incentive for a provider to
take in an infant is not that high, because that takes away more spots from
their home.”
Patricia Robertson, who is the Grant
and Financial Associate for Mammoth
Lakes Housing, has an eight-monthold son and said she was extremely
lucky to find care for him. “I think that
a lot of new families are feeling the
pressure, because once [their kids] can
go to preschool it seems like there’s
more space available,” she said. Her
son’s original caregiver, Yvonne Hill,
is one of the providers that is closing
this summer. Robertson said that she
was able to secure a Spanish-speaking
caregiver, as she is bilingual. “So I feel
like that opens more opportunities
to me, whereas someone who doesn’t
speak Spanish, maybe they’re not
going to call because they can’t communicate …”
Before she secured childcare for her
son, Robertson said, she considered

reducing her work week in order to
care for her child. “It’s just a really big
burden for you and your partner to
juggle when the options are so limited.
I think the new moms that I know
have been really lucky because their
employers are flexible and/or understanding, and that helps take some of
the pressure off, but it doesn’t solve the
problem.”
In addition to a need for infant care,
there’s also a need for care outside the
typical work week. “A lot of families are
in hospitality and [off hours] are when
they’re the busiest, and there’s not a lot
of providers,” said Barnard.
Mono County Superintendent of
Schools Stacey Adler is focused on
getting a childcare center built at
the current site of the ice rink on the
school-owned property adjacent to
the Mammoth Lakes Library. The goal
would be a 15,000 square foot facility,
built of modulars, that would have the
capacity to care for 108 children per
day, with 24-7 care options available.
“Our first priority is really to serve
the zero to five [year old] population,
with rooms available for infants, and
we would also have a room for mildly
ill children,” said Adler. Most providers will, understandably, not accept
students who are ill.
School District employees would
staff the center, said Adler, and it
would be a learning opportunity for
Mammoth High School students.
Culinary arts students could cook for
the center, and there would be an “opportunity for Cerro Coso to develop a
child care development pathway and
get these kids the opportunities and
experience they need,” said Adler.
There are, of course, a lot of pieces
that need to fall into place for this to
happen. Town Manager Dan Holler
told The Sheet that the Town’s building schedule would have the proposed
Multi-Use Facility (ice rink) open

by the winter of 2018. The Town has
leased the current ice rink site through
the winter of 2017-18, so, even if everything went perfectly, construction on
the child care center could not begin
until after the rink is moved.
Adler says that a realistic schedule
would have the facility open by 2020,
and that there are interest-free federal
grants available for the project, which
she estimates would come in at about
$5-6 million in hard construction costs
and about another $2 million in soft
costs.
Other entities, seeing the struggles
their employees are having with childcare, are taking immediate steps to
maintain their work pool. Ranson, who
works for Mammoth Hospital, told The
Sheet that the hospital has “established
a task force to look at setting up a daycare for hospital employees.”
“There’s two fundamental things
that you need to survive, especially if
you have children. You have to have
a home, and you have to have someone to watch your children while you
work,” said Jennifer Halferty, Executive
Director of Mammoth Lakes Housing.
She sees the two issues—lack of housing and lack of childcare—as intertwined. She’s not alone.
“It’s a very desperate situation,”
said Shelley Mayfield, who ran Sunny
Slopes Preschool out of her home but
now works for Mammoth Elementary
School. “There’s a big need here. There
are more options in Bishop, I just think
Mammoth is too expensive, unfortunately. We need more full time workers

here, more full time homeowners.”
Barnard said that Inyo County has
about 100 licensed options for childcare. “It’s a pretty huge difference,” she
said. “With the severe lack of spots, a
lot of parents aren’t even looking for
quality right now, they’re just looking
for someone who can take their kid!”
“I see it as an economic development issue,” said DesBaillets, noting
“how critical it is to your county as an
economic development driver, to have
childcare.”
Courtney Singer, who runs Singer
Family Daycare, says that she enjoys
“working at home, working in my pajamas, setting my own schedule, [and
the] incredible tax benefits” as perks
of being a childcare provider. However, becoming a childcare provider is
“not for the faint of heart,” said Kacee
Mahler, whose Mahler Family Preschool closed last June. She worked in
the field for about 14 years, raising her
own children alongside others’. Most of
the providers who closed their businesses this year told The Sheet their
children either “aged out,” or they are
leaving for more affordable pastures.
Mahler now works with “Raising a
Reader,” and is still, to her delight, surrounded by kids in her work. However,
she admits that the problem with
childcare in Mammoth has reached
a point where it must be addressed.
“It’s a crisis. It really is. We need quality
childcare.”

Locals Favorite

Since 2001

SERVIN
G
Beer, W
ine
& Sake!

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND
AVAILABLE IN MAY

SPRING
MINI MENU

ONLY

995

$

PHO!

Vietnamese noodle soup with your choice of steak & meatball, chicken or veggies & tofu. Complete with all the fixings.

KUNG PAO CHICKEN

Our locals favorite spicy comfort food, served with
steamed jasmine rice.

LO MEIN

Savory Chinese noodles with chicken or veggies & tofu.

TERIYAKI BOWL

Chicken or tofu; veggies with rice & house made teriyaki.
VIEW OUR
FULL MENU

SPRING HOURS:

OPEN WEDNESDAY THRU SUNDAY
LUNCH 11AM-3PM DINNER 5PM–10PM

DINE IN

•

TAKE OUT

•

DELIVERY

587 Old Mammoth Rd, In the Sherwin Plaza 3 | 760.934.7355 | thaidup.net

For more info, promotions & coupons visit our web site or join us on facebook
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RAMOS
TERMINATED
MLPD Officer Ruben Ramos let go after 18 years on force

By Rea
ammoth Lakes Police
Department Officer Ruben
Ramos has been terminated
from his employment with the Town
of Mammoth Lakes and Mammoth
Lakes Police Department, Chief of
Police Al Davis told The Sheet on
Tuesday, May 24. Davis was unable
to tell The Sheet why Officer Ramos
had been terminated, saying that
it was “an internal process,” and “a
closed, private personnel matter.”
Ramos has been on administrative leave since March 3 of this year,
Davis said. He began using his own
leave time on May 1, and was part
of a hearing on Thursday, May 18,
the subject of which Davis could not
disclose.
When asked if Ramos had been
accused of any improper behavior
in his time as an officer with the
Mammoth Lakes Police Department, Davis responded, “I decline to
comment on that.”
When asked if Officer Ramos was
fired following allegations of sexual
misconduct, Tim Kendall, District
Attorney for Mono County, told
The Sheet that there were no such
complaints logged with the District Attorney’s Office, and that any
complaints would be logged with
the MLPD.
Ramos was hired with the Mammoth Lakes Police Department in
1999, according to Hannah DeGoey,
Assistant to the Chief of Police.
When asked if the results of Ramos’
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Former MLPD Officer Ruben Ramos.
hearing would ever be made public,
Davis responded that “outcomes
eventually are public, but detailed
information, even after the outcome,
I’m not sure at what level we can
provide, because this is a personnel
matter.”
However, Davis added, “The integrity of the job is extremely important
to me and I want the community to
know how important that is to me.
While I can’t provide information, I
want [the public] to know that I hold
my officers to a high standard, as
they should be, and any improprieties will be investigated.”

This photo of Mammoth Chief of Police Al Davis’ car in the handicapped parking spot at
Snowcreek Athletic Club was snapped by an anonymous contributor.

SHEET SURVEY

The aftermath of being charged with Driving Under the Influence isn’t cheap, but then again, neither is therapy.

The Sheet asked people on the street: Would you perform a sexual favor for a police officer to get out of a DUI?

“Hell no! Hell! No!”
		

“Well, it depends on how drunk I was.”

- Jacob Haataja, Mammoth Lakes

“Well, I would never put myself in that situation, but if it
came down to it, I’d do whatever it takes.”
			
			

- Jon Brusky, Mammoth Lakes

“A lady cop? I’m in.”
- Billy Calhoun IV, Mammoth Lakes

- Ellie Hacker, Boulder, CO

“Only if his or her moustache is smaller than mine.”
		

-Jason Compton, Mammoth Lakes

“Hmm. Probably not.”
		
				

- CJ, Mammoth Lakes
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DAM! THAT’S A LOT OF WATER!
SCE takes strides to ensure Rush Creek Hydroelectric System safety
By Rea

R

esidents of the June Lake Loop
may have noticed helicopters
flying overhead in the past two
weeks, part of an effort by Southern
California Edison to ensure that water
levels in the Rush Creek Hydroelectric
System remain safe, said Rudy Gonzales, Government Affairs Representative
for SCE.
“I’m not worried about us, we’re
way above the high-water mark,” said
Ritchie at the Grant Lake Marina. “But
there sure is a lot of snow up there…”
he said, eyeing the hills above the
campground.

Rush Creek is the largest stream in
the Mono Basin—it flows into the June
Lake Loop just north of Silver Lake
Resort and carries over 40 percent of
the total runoff in the Mono Basin.
The Rush Creek Hydroelectric System
consists of three separate dams at Gem
Lake, Agnew Lake, and Waugh Lake.
The lakes have dams which were built
in 1917, 1916 and 1925, respectively.
“The dams have been in place for
about 100 years now,” said Gonzales, who said that the structures are
inspected on a monthly basis. They’re
also subject to an annual Federal En-

ergy Regulatory Commission inspection, as well as a detailed evaluation by
a hired consultant every five years.
“The integrity of the dams has never
been put into question,” said Gonzales.
SCE’s actions are an attempt to “get
ahead of” record snowmelt stemming from a snowpack that is over 200
percent of normal, Gonzales said. The
helicopters have been flying in industrial-size pumps, which can accommodate 100 cubic feet of water per second, to Agnew Lake as a redundancy
measure to insure already-established
control measures, said Gonzales. They
will function if necessary to control
water levels, he said. When asked what
the cost of these measures were to
SCE, Gonzales said he did not have a
ballpark figure as of press time. “We
are [installing the pumps] out of an
abundance of caution,” he said.
The three lakes have agreed-upon
restricted water levels, Gonzales told
The Sheet, and SCE actually anticipates that Waugh Lake, with a capacity of 5,300 acre-feet, “will be filled to
capacity and might actually overflow.”
He believes it will exceed its restricted
water level for a 40-day period between June and August. Waugh lake is
in a designated wilderness area, and is
the furthest lake from the SCE powerhouse.
The biggest concern, Gonzales said,
is that a seismic event could damage
a dam at an overfilled lake and cause
flooding. However, “there have been
literally hundreds of earthquakes in
the last 100 years, and none have damaged [any of the dams].”
“If there were an exceedance, were
some sort of earthquake, the water
from Waugh would be able to be
impounded at Gem before it even
reached Agnew. There is no risk of
exceedance in the two dams close to
the June Lake community,” Gonzales
emphasized. “We believe by managing
the levels of Gem and Agnew [lakes],
we can mitigate risk to the community
below.” Gem Lake, the largest in the
system, has a capacity of 17,200 acrefeet, and Agnew is the last reservoir before water enters the SCE powerhouse.
Agnew has a capacity of 800 acre-feet.
Gary Jones, owner of the Silver Lake
Resort which sits in the Rush Creek
drainage, said that he’d noticed the
helicopters, but didn’t see any of his

PHOTO COURTESY SCE

Helicopters install pumps at Agnew Lake.

fellow June Lake Loop residents fretting about the dams. “I think there’s
some minor concern, but I think [SCE
is] on top of it,” said Jones.
As the weather warms, water levels along the loop are already rising.
Just south of Silver Lake Resort, water
lapped onto the road on Wednesday,
May 24.
SCE is also working with local entities to be prepared for any eventuality. A “tabletop exercise” is scheduled
for May 31 in conjunction with Mono
County Sheriff’s Office, “so in the event
we have an incident we would be prepared to deal with it,” said Gonzales.
“We are working with local emergency
personnel to do a simulation of what
would occur in the event that there
was an incident like a dam rupture.”
Gonzales said that SCE’s actions are
“not to raise anxiety, but to minimize
anxiety. To let [the community] know
that we’re prepared for just about
anything.”
A Town Hall meeting is also scheduled for June 19, to which the community is invited. Check The Sheet’s
calendar for the event as it nears.

A pipe awaits delivery to Agnew Lake at June Mountain’s parking lot.

PHOTO COURTESY SCE
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STRAWBERRY
FIELDS
FOREVER
Michael Ferro sows seeds in Mammoth

By Lunch
ichael Ferro is a strawberry
likes the fall shoulder season. Most
grower in Ventura County. He years, the family spends Thanksgiving
started in the business with
in Mammoth.
his uncle forty years ago and currently
He rented the home out for the first
harvests 350 acres of strawberries and 12-18 months he owned it, but hasn’t
employs between 300 and 400 people, rented it since.
depending upon the season.
The family’s favorite activities:
As for partners, his uncle has been
snowboarding, mountain biking and
replaced by his son.
fishing.
He’s also been married 41 years to
Ferro said he became familiar with
his wife Sharon, whom he met in the
Mammoth as a young buck when he
2nd grade.
rode in the Mammoth Motocross.
So … this is a guy who makes and
He did not learn to ski until he was
fulfills long-term
in his mid-20s.
commitments. He
He likes to esmade a long-term
cape to Mammoth
commitment to
in part because
[Mammoth is] far
Mammoth about
“It’s far enough
a decade ago
enough from work so from work so I
when he bought a
can’t come back if
Gateway Home on
I can’t come back if
they’re yelling at
Main Street.
me.”
they’re yelling at me.
At the time, he
As for the issues
bought the place
confronting a
-Michael Ferro small businessto enjoy with his
wife and four
man these days,
grown children.
they seem to proThree have
liferate one piece
since married and
of paperwork
he now has five
after another.
grandchildren.
“The work isn’t
So he’s selling the
the problem,” he
Gateway place for a Hooper-built
says about the produce biz, “it’s the
Gray Bear home.
paperwork that kills you. You never
Sheet: How’d you decide on a Gray
know what they’re gonna hit you with
Bear?
next.”
Ferro: I can see them going up from
Tammy Hooper is the listing agent
my back window.
on Ferro’s Gateway home, which is
He can also see Sierra Star Golf
priced at $727,000. For more informaCourse and the Sherwins from his livtion, details and photos of the home,
eng room/kitchen, his favorite room
see the ad on the opposite page.
in the house.
Ferro says he visits Mammoth about
10-12 times a year. While he comes
up year round, he said he particularly

M

“

”
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THOUGHTS ON
THE
MERGER
Oster weighs in on Mammoth sale
By Paul Oster
: Okay, It has been a monthand-a-half since the announcement of the sale of the Ski Area.
So what do you think?
A: Not much has been said since
the original announcements. At this
point it is all a mix of facts and conjecture. There are plenty of both. Behind
the scenes there has to be stacks of
paperwork being pushed around. It
is a massive assemblage of disparate
financial entities. I’m sure there is a
horde of attorneys working away. And
since we have no idea what the new
entity intends to call itself, for the sake
of fun and this piece, let’s call it Aspen/Squaw Resorts (I’m betting Mammoth won’t rate in the new moniker).
So here is my take on the sale of
Mammoth Resorts. The facts point to
a sale that will be very different than
the sales to Intrawest in 1996 and
Starwood Capital in 2005. There is no
doubt that publicly-held Vail Resorts
has been chasing a deal for Mammoth
for some time, and for good reason.
Mammoth Mountain and the loyal

Q

skier following is a notable chunk of
the North American ski industry (it
was recently announced that Mammoth has sold 40,000 ski passes for
next year).
The common conjecture is that once
all of these financial entities are assembled there will be an IPO at some
point in the future. That means it will
be taken to Wall St. and millions of
shares will be sold to the public. Timing is critical to maximize the financial
potential. And there may be a real
sense of urgency. The IPO market is
currently healthy, but that window of
opportunity can close at any time.
The existing ownership entities are
likely to maintain a certain amount of
the shares and control of the enterprise. It is clear that Intrawest as a
public company will no longer exist.
The fact is that Vail Resorts is the economic model. Recent SEC (Securities
Exchange Commission) filings repeatedly point to Vail Resorts and their
successful operation.
I recently wrote in my newsletter

that all of these resorts in the new
Aspen/Squaw Resorts alliance really
need to band together and do this out
of necessity. That is my conjecture. I
quoted Benjamin Franklin; ”we must
all hang together or most assuredly we
will all hang separately.” It was conjecture until I dug through some other
SEC filings. In the 2015 Intrawest 10K
filing, the report alarmingly stated,
“We face signifiant competition.”
Here is the problem; the Aspen/
Squaw Resorts entities all sit outside
the publicly-held juggernaut known
as Vail Resorts. Vail’s Epic Pass following now exceeds 650,000. Do some
simple math; that’s ~$500,000,000 in
annual ski pass revenue. Their stock
price is at an all-time high. These
resorts that make up the new consortium are getting their butts kicked by
Vail Resorts. And some are also loaded
with crushing debt (a public company
is perfect for those who are addicted
to restructuring debt).
But most of this may have happened
quite by happenstance, or not. There

are some facts which point to both.
The recent 273 page SEC filing by
Intrawest describes how the deal was
formulated. The sale of Intrawest to
KSL/Aspen was the first (and critical)
step leading to Mammoth Resorts also
being acquired/merged with KSL/
Aspen. There were originally over 170
bidders interested in Intrawest including KSL and Aspen. Aspen originally
only wanted certain parts of Intrawest
(mainly the Colorado resorts), but Intrawest wanted to sell the whole company. At one point they were actually
bidding against each other. Ultimately
they agreed to join forces. It is the biggest deal in ski resort history.
The Intrawest sale is a total of $1.7
billion or $23.75 a share. That may be
a premium considering just 18 months
ago the stock was valued under $10
per share. Immediately following that
Intrawest sale was the inking of the
deal for Mammoth Resorts.
Mammoth CEO Rusty Gregory immediately started talking about the
“$100 million” he now has to invest in
the resort as part of the sale/merger.
But oddly he was saying the same
thing last summer. So the KSL/Aspen
acquisition of Intrawest was happenstance? And ultimately Mammoth
Resorts too? It is anybody’s guess. I’ll
leave it to your own conjecture.
And as I have previously pointed
out, I would think Rusty is a big player
at the table. And why not?, we live in
this new “Art of the Deal” era. Look at
the leverage he had. If he sells Mammoth to Vail Resorts (they were trying
to buy) then the remaining resorts are
in far worse shape competing against
Vail. Mammoth (and the customer
base) is what puts the Aspen/Squaw
Resorts deal over the top. He had tremendous leverage in the deal. I would
bet he used it to his advantage.
Rusty has assured us that with the
“sale” there will be an “acceleration of

see MERGER, page 17
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MERGER
continued from page 16
capital investment” in Mammoth. But
this is a broken record. Nearly 20 years
ago the original buyers at Juniper
Springs Lodge (Intrawest’s first condo
hotel development in Mammoth) were
promised great things at Eagle Base.
But what we got was a couple of plastic tents and some premium parking.
Now the caveat is that the community has to make some investment
too. So my conjecture is Mammoth
Lakes is in for some corporate conditional love and more deal making.
Many local residents believe nothing
of substance will happen as a result of
this sale/merger. But the Vail Resorts
model is (should be) the blueprint
for what is to come, and it shows they
make solid capital investments in
their resorts. So I’m foolish enough to
believe Rusty this time.
Mammoth has already been through
the private equity template of heavy
debt and cost cutting. A publicly-held
company model might be refreshing. Vail has proven it successful.
Rusty was quoted as saying that the
other parties of the new Aspen/Squaw
Resorts considered Mammoth to be
“the biggest growth opportunity in the
United Sates.” Ironically, we heard the
same thing in 1996 and 2005. The third
time needs to be the charm (and who
is going to resolve the workforce housing problem?).
Meanwhile, the man on the street
is fearful that lift tickets prices will go
up. But the season passes that will ul-

timately be offered will compete with
Vail’s Epic Pass. Competition is good.
The prices may actually come down.
The market price will be found. And
for die-hards, consider that for the
price of about a dozen walk-up lift
tickets at Mammoth somebody could
own both passes. That could be interesting.
The most compelling question is
what is the best way to spend the $100
million, to benefit Mammoth mountain and the community? Is completing the gondola system a priority?
Making Canyon Lodge a worthwhile
events center? A five-star hotel in
Sierra Star? Making serious efforts to
revitalize downtown? Hopefully we
find out and the money is actually
spent. We need to escape the Mammoth Malaise.
The recent Intrawest SEC filing has
other some interesting Mammoth
specific information. Left over from
Intrawest’s era here in Mammoth, they
still own (through corporate structure) 50% of Mammoth Hospitality
Management. They manage the condo
hotel front desk operations including
those at Eagle Base (Juniper Springs
Lodge) and the Village. In the reporting, the 50% ownership is valued at
$22 million. That should wake some
people up as to how valuable those
“front desk” operations are. (These
condo hotel properties are also extremely valuable to the community in
the form of property tax and bed tax
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they generate.)
Also of note, Intrawest owns and operates the management and front desk
at the Westin Monache (they were the
original developer). All of this lingers
from their business strategy of the
1990’s; develop the condo hotel properties and sell the units but “maintain
a long term cash flow position in the
property” by maintaining ownership
of the management and front desk
rental operations. Obviously the strategy worked out well.
So factually the new Aspen/Squaw
Resorts entity will now control all of
the condo hotel operation in the Village and Eagle Base. Conjecture would
say there should be more bundling
with air service and lift tickets. And
cross selling through the resorts. The
new airport terminal may become a
priority.
There are other interesting items
gleaned out of the Intrawest SEC filing that may give some insight into
things-to-come. From 2013 to 2017
Intrawest only reinvested 8% of its
revenues back into the company. Vail
Resorts on the other hand reinvested
11% of its revenues. The difference
over the period was $60 million. That
model would be nice. It would be interesting to know how much of Mammoth’s revenue was reinvested over
the past 4 years. Of course, the past
12 years they have believed servicing
debt IS reinvestment.
Our ski neighbors to the north and

future “partners” also have an interesting future. With increased capital in
the pipeline, Squaw Valley and Alpine
Meadows have a better chance of closing a deal on the small White Wolf ski
resort that separates them. That acquisition would make Squaw/Alpine the
largest ski resort in the United States.
It would rival Vail Resorts’ Whistler
Blackcomb.
And speaking of Whistler, the KSL
asset sheet says they own 24% of Whistler. So how is that going to fit in?
So the moves by Vail Resorts of the
last few years by acquiring premier
resorts, selling incredible amounts of
season passes, spreading risk, investing capital, etc. has made them
a formidable competitor in the ski
industry. The merger of KSL, Aspen,
Intrawest and Mammoth Resorts is an
“imitating success” inevitability. There
will likely be another major resort
(there aren’t many left) added to the
group on the sheer basis of survival.
Where this leads is anybody’s guess.
Hopefully change is good.
Paul Oster is the Broker/Owner of RE/
MAX of Mammoth. For other timely
real estate information you can go to
www.MammothRealEstateBlog.com.
For legal, accounting, or construction
advice, please seek out the appropriate
professional.

www. M ammoth MtnP roperties .com

www.MammothSnowcreekCondos.com

www.MammothSnowcreekCondos.com

www.MammothTrailsHome.com

www.140PineStreet.com

OPEN HOUSE - Sat 1-5

OPEN HOUSE - Sat 1-5

SNOWCREEK IV 575
2 BR / 2 BA
Sherwin views, south facing and
walk to Shuttle/SAC $425,000

SNOWCREEK 79
2 BR + loft / 2 BA
Panoramic Views & Meadow Frontage!
$479,000

69 HIDDEN VALLEY
3 BR / 2 BA / 2-Car
Walk to Village
$599,000

140 PINE STREET
4 BR / 4.5 BA / 2 Bonus Rms
Luxury Bluffs Estate
$2,488,000

SNOWCREEK V #924
3 BR / 3 BA / Garage
Amazing Mountain Views
$650,000

12 SHADY REST RD
3 BR / 2 BA / Garage
Beautifully Remodeled
$605,000

www.Mammoth-Loft.com

www.MammothFairwayHome.com

www.SlopesideVilla.com

SKI & RACQUET #48
1+Loft / 2BA / Garage
Short Sale!
$298,000

MAMMOTH GREEN 209
3 BR / 2 BA Walk to skiing,
golf course frontage & VIEWS!
$599,000

SILVER BEAR 32
2 BR / 2 BA
Walk to Canyon Lodge
$417,000

WESTIN 304
Studio / 1 BA
Great Rental Potential!
$250,000

WESTIN 306
1 BR / 1 BA
Full Amenity Resort
$345,000

WESTIN 641
1 BR + DEN / 1 BA
Very Rare, Like a 2 Bedroom
$529,000

WILDROSE 8
1+Den / 1.5BA
Remodeled + Laundry
$229,000

HIDDEN VALLEY 33
1 BR / 1.25 BA
Upgraded, great complex & walking
distance to The Village! $249,000

MAMMOTH WEST #128
4BR / 2 BA / Laundry
Walk to Canyon Lodge
$469,000

12494 TWIN LAKES
2 BR / 2 BA
Quaint Bridgeport Cabin
$190,000

SAN SIERRA #22
2 BR + Loft / 2 BA
Walk To The Village
$385,000

SIERRA MANORS #122
2 BR + Loft / 2 BA
Fully Remodeled
$329,000

Tara Calvin-Peterson

Teresa Frazier

SierraTLC@earthlink.net

teresa@mammothmtnproperties.com

760.408.9611

Gillian Parrish

714.310.0844

Dennis Cox

gillian@mammothrealtygroup.com

760.920.0878

vanessa@mammothrealtygroup.com

Dennis@DennisCoxRealEstate.com

760.709.0066

Vanessa Oelke
715.551.7247
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KEEPING UP WITH
STEPHANIE COOK

By Lunch
ome people succeed by figuring
out how to fit in.
Mammoth Realty Group owner
Stephanie Cook has succeeded by being very unabashedly herself.
Cook, who has an architectural design degree, moved to Mammoth in
1993 and began working as a realtor
at Coldwell Banker. She immediately
stood out for her other-ness.
“I wore a lot of suits. I was corporate. I looked different … and because
of my background [from Southern
California] and education, I relate to
my second-home clientele.”
Her strength as a realtor derives
from 1.) Her eye. She has a talent
for sizing up a property and seeing
its potential. 2.) Hard work. “I work
seven days a week,” she says. “Whatever it takes to help a client.”
“In a resort market, you need a local, experienced agent who knows the
market, and its history.”
Mammoth Realty Group (MRG) has
two locations in Mammoth (one on
Old Mammoth Road in the old Ace
building next to Tonik and one on
Main Street next to Base Camp cafe)
and 30+ agents. Cook says MRG did
28% of local sales last year.
The Old Mammoth location was
built out in Cook’s image. “I wanted
high-end interiors and I want a high
level of service … the offices reflect
who we are.”

S
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Grateful in June Lake
Dear Editor:

Her take on the Aspen-KSL acquisition of Mammoth: Aspen is a familydriven business owned by the Crown
family, maybe not so bottom-linish …
I’m hoping they create an atmosphere
for investment. I’m seeing a lot of new
blood and new buyers coming in.
There’s an opportunity now to change
the price-point. I anticipate a bump
(price-wise) of up to 40%.
On what she looks for in prospective new talent: I want a person who’s
passionate about what they’re applying for with a desire to learn and
to study, who’s looking for a career.
It can’t just be a job … getting into
real estate is a great opportunity for
young people.

Mammoth Mountaineering Supply’s

20 Year Anniversary Sale!

20-70% off store wide
All our Alpine Touring, Telemark, and Splitboard demos on sale now!
WE OFFER THE BEST BRANDS: Dynafit, Patagonia, Arc’teryx, Icebreaker,
Black Diamond, Altra, Merrel, La Sportiva, Osprey, Nemo, Big Agnes, Thermarest,
Jetboil, MSR, Darn Tough, & Western Mountaineering

Stay safe out there! Visit the Eastern Sierra Avalanche Center website
before you ski or ride: esavalanche.org

361 Old Mammoth Road
MammothGear.com

My husband and I were traveling
down Highway 395 a couple of weeks
ago. We stopped at McDonalds to
have lunch. I left my backpack there
and didn’t realize it until we were in
Olancha. We went back. The man who
found it handed it to me. His name is
Cory Bryant. Everything was there and
untouched. We were very grateful. I
gave Cory a reward for being so honest. The manager of McDonalds and
the entire crew should be very proud
to work with him. Thanks again Cory!
Anonymous
June Lake

All ears for Bears Ears
Dear Editor:
Thank you for the article about Bears
Ears National Monument, including information on what we can do
to protect it and the deadline for the
comment period. While it’s always
important to stay informed about such
issues, the current political climate
makes it particularly so.
The same issue of The Sheet
(5/20/17) covered the talk by Dr.
Rebecca Lyons about 4-nonylphenol,

which has made its way into water
sources throughout California, and
its adverse effects on our health. This
compound, found in most pesticides,
is an endocrine disruptor.
I commend you for helping your
readers stay informed on these important topics.

Dear Editor:

Stephanie Sheltz
Bishop

The Mammoth High School Graduating Class of 2017 would like to express gratitude towards the community for supporting the class throughout
the years. The class would also like to
thank Toomey’s and Gomez’s for their
contributions to the Senior Dinners in
October and in April. Thank you also
to “Hole in the Wall” for printing the
class sweatshirts. We thank the following local businesses and organizations
for their donations to the Spring Senior
Dinner Raffle: Ben & Jerry’s, Vons,
Graphic Conclusions, Z Pizza, Wave
Rave, The Town of Mammoth Lakes,
Eastside Edge, Stellar Brew, Booky
Joint, Another T-Shirt Shop, Mammoth Mountaineering, Alpine Sports
Outfitters, Black Tie Ski Rental, Burgers
Restaurant, and the Fun Shop.
Jonathan Morales Arellano
MHS Senior Class President
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THE ART OF THE WILD WEST IN WALKER
Photographer Sandy Powell is preserving the Eastern Sierra’s history one photograph at a time
By Gile s

T

his spring, photographer Sandy Powell opened, of all things,
an art gallery in Walker. The
gallery is in a little house with a front
porch, right next to Walker Burger.
Powell initially opened the gallery
thinking she would sell her own
photographs. After networking with
other artists in the area, she realized
that many of them were seeking a
place to display their work.
“I’m not aware of another Western Art Gallery in California,” said
Powell in an interview this week,
adding that she thought it was fitting
it be in Walker. “There’s still a lot of
western life in the Eastern Sierra. We
have wild horses, a rich history of
shepherding, and there are plenty of
people up here who still drive their
cattle.”
She’s only been open for a few
weeks, but she’s already showcasing the work of 16 local artists (one
is from Texas), as well as her own
photographs, which have been
featured in Western Life Magazine.
Powell specializes in photographing
western scenery, as well as equine,
wildlife, and portrait photography.
“I try to capture and document the
spirit of the old west in my photos…
to keep the traditions and spirit of
the pioneer alive,” said Powell in an
interview this week.
Powell said that Walker is the perfect place to open an art gallery that
features western art. “We’re only an
hour from Bodie, and there are some
real, working ranches in this part of
the Eastern Sierra. I see more and
more pack stations and ranches being sold every year, but I think people do value that way of life. They’re
curious, they find it romantic,” said
Powell. “Talking to friends in cities,
it can be really hard to make rent
as an art gallery. If not a major city,
why not Walker? And besides, this is
where we live, our home.”
Although she was drawn to Cali-

PHOTO: GILES

Western art photographer Sandy Powell in her new space, the Walker Western Art
Gallery, next to Walker Burger on Main Street. Powell currently has artwork from 17
artists, 15 of whom are based in the Eastern Sierra, on display at the gallery. It is the
only Western Art Gallery in California.
interested in mule teams. She called
fornia by the mountains, the west
the rodeo photography world a “bit
and its culture is in Powell’s blood.
of a good old boys club.” Instead, she
She grew up in Young, Arizona, a
favors the down-to-earth, unpretentown only accessible by dirt road. “If
tious world of mule teams, packers,
you lived there, you either worked
on a ranch, or for the Forest Service,” and waggoneers.
“I’m just a wagon nut,” said Powsaid Powell. “It was cowboy country.”
ell. “You have no idea how interestPowell later worked in Sequoia and
ing the people who restore wagons
Kings Canyon National Parks, and
are. They’re craftsmen, and there
eventually relocated to the western
are fewer and fewer of them,” said
slope of the Sierra.
Powell. After meeting some wagon
A photographer of 30 years, her
enthusiasts while photographing the
love of landscape photography, esReno Rodeo Cattle Drive a few years
pecially of ranges and ghost towns,
ago, Powell was invited to accomeventually led her to take pictures
pany a group of teamsters called the
of wagons and other artifacts of
Equestrian Trails Incorporated Corpioneer life. She eventually relocated to the Eastern Sierra, in part to ral 14 Western Wagons, also known
as the Death Valley 49ers, on an 11photograph its striking landscapes
and ghost towns, and because of the day wagon trip through Death Valley.
Powell has been hooked ever
hiking and outdoor recreation opsince. “They’ve been doing the ride
portunities.
annually for fifty years. It’s not just
Powell made it clear that, althe incredibly remote, rugged terthough she has photographed
rain, but the stories and the music,
rodeos in the past, she’s far more
the characters. My goal is to capture
that spirit, those stories, with my

camera.” Powell added, “Showing
up to take a picture at the end is
one thing, but to experience it is
another.” When Powell goes on a
wagon trip or photographs a cattle
drive, she leaves her cell phone
behind, packs for the backcountry,
and rides with the teamsters, occasionally darting ahead to climb an
embankment, a ladder, or crouch
for a photo. Last weekend, Powell
partook in and photographed an
annual wagon ride from Bishop to
Lone Pine. She is looking forward to
another Death Valley trip later in the
year, which will involve two weeks of
travel through the desert with little
or no support beyond the wagon
team she’ll be accompanying.
Among the artists showcased at
the Walker Western Art Gallery are
Lou and Marye Roeser, who owned
and operated the Mammoth Lakes
Pack Outfit and Sierra Meadows
Equestrian and Ski Touring Center
for thirty-eight years. In addition to
being a packer, Lou was a Hollywood
location scout. His photographs feature scenes of cattle ranch life, mule
packing, horse drives, and the occasional set from a locally shot western
film or commercial. Marye paints
similar subjects and landscapes, but
her medium of choice is watercolor.
The couple now live in Walker.
Powell said she hopes to make the
gallery a destination on the Highway
395 corridor, and that it will provide
“good art at a reasonable price.”
“I’d like to keep the spirit of the
wild west alive. People don’t have to
come to buy anything. I’d just like
them to find something they didn’t
know was there, something they
didn’t know was right in their backyard.”
The Walker Western Art Gallery is
open Friday-Sunday, from 11 a.m. to
6 p.m., May through October, or by
appointment.
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GOING OFF THE RAILS ON THE CRAZY TRAIL
Tech startup in June Lake is insane
By Bodine

W

hen The Sheet visited John
DeCoster, he was on the
phone with software developers in Budapest, Hungary. He was
trying to make sure they have all the
information they need from him, and
all the bugs cleared out from their latest project.
See, DeCoster workswith people all
over the globe from his shop and tech
startup in June Lake.
He owns and operates Insane Jeep
Audio, manufacturing one-of-akind, in-dash multimedia and navigation systems for the off-road aftermarket, specifically for Jeep Wranglers and
Toyota FJ Cruisers. Insane Jeep Audio
hopes to expand to more vehicle models in the future. These systems are
Android-based, so users can download
apps like Netflix, or games, into their
systems.
DeCoster told The Sheet that there is
no other system like the one he’s made.
He gets software and parts from
all over the world. All the design and
testing is done in the little shop in June
Lake. Insane Jeep Audio’s in-dash systems are sold in more than 5,000 shops
worldwide.
Internet access allows DeCoster to
work from June Lake, where he can
enjoy the great outdoors and doesn’t
have to commute.
He was hoping to hook up to Digital
395 (D395) directly when he opened
his shop—there’s a connection port
just across the street, about 40 feet
away. One local provider, Inyo Net-

The crew at Insane Jeep Audio, from left: Mira Chen, John DeCoster, Timon Tanaka and
Derek Muico. They make in-dash multimedia and navigation systems for the off-road
aftermarket.
works, gave him a quote of $40,000 to
DeCoster said that Mono County Eco$65,000 to connect him to the fibers.
nomic Development Director Alicia
Right now the shop is tethering off his
Vennos and the whole department
wife’s cell phone. Sudden Link was
have been happy to help him in any
hooking him up at a reasonable price
way they could.
the day after this interview.
He has two employees now, Timon
He bought the building next to D395 Tanaka and Derek Muico, and has
specifically to get connected to the
plans to hire two or three more this
lightning-fast system, but he said he’s
year, with more positions possible in
going to make do.
the future. These are year-round, well“They thought it was a front for a
paying jobs at a living wage, with profit
weed store,” when he first approached
sharing, DeCoster explained. “There
Mono County with his business idea
are plenty of smart, hard-working
and name, he said. Since then though,
people here.”
the County has been nothing but helpMuico, from Mammoth, has a Masful. IT Director Nate Greenberg helped ter’s degree in Electronic Engineering.
DeCoster set up his internet system.
DeCoster said that there are plenty

Feria sobre Salud y Seguridad

Saturday, June 3, 2017 (Sábado, el 3 de Junio)
10:00 am - 1:00 pm
Shady Rest Park, Sawmill Cutoff Rd, Mammoth Lakes

Fre
¡Gra e!
tis!

Kid’s Bike Helmets & Bicycle Rodeo • Car Seat Installation Training • Children’s Books for ages 0-5
Ambulance Tours • Gun Safety Locks • Fingerprint ID Kits • Nutrition Education • Poison Prevention
Information • Carbon Monoxide Detectors & Home Safety • Fire Department Helmets & Badges
Hot Dogs, Fruit, & Water (while supplies last) • First 5 Express Bilingual
Children’s Activity Center • Footsteps2Brilliance Literacy App • Information on
Problem Gambling, Legal Assistance, & Community Assistance Programs

Cascos de Seguridad para Bicicletas y Rodeo de Bicicletas • Revisiones de Asientos de Seguridad
para Autos • Libros para niños edades 0-5 • Tour de Ambulancia • Lecciones para Seguros de
Armas • Registro de Huellas • Dactilares para Identificación • Información Nutricional y Prevención
de Envenenamiento • Detectores de Monóxido de Carbono y Seguridad de la Casa • Cascos y
Insignias del Departamento de Fuego • Hot Dogs, fruta, y agua (mientras duren) • First 5 Express
Niños Bilingües Centro de Actividades • Footsteps2Brilliance Alfabetismo App • Información de
Juego Compulsivo • Asistencia Legal de CA • Programas de Asistencia en la Comunidad
Services provided by/Los servicios serán proporcionados por: CA Highway Patrol, Mammoth Lakes Police & Fire Departments, Mono
County Paramedics, Mono County Sheriff, Mono County Behavioral Health, Social Services, & Probation Departments, Mono County
Public Health & WIC, Mono County Office of Education, Mono County Library, Community Service Solutions, Mammoth Hospital, State
Farm, Inyo Mono Advocates for Community Action, First 5 CA, First 5 Mono, Safe Kids CA Mono Partners, Legal Services of Northern CA,
HEARTS Connection, CA Council on Problem Gambling.

Questions/Preguntas? Molly 760-924-7626
mdesbaillets@monocoe.org

of smart people in Los Angeles or San
Francisco or Seattle, where he recently
moved from, but those places are
congested and full of traffic. Instead
of running the rat race, DeCoster says,
now “we’re closed on powder days.”
His product looks like a glorified stereo, but its capabilities go way beyond
XM Radio.
Among other features, Insane
Jeep Audio’s in-dash systems feature
three-dimensional mapping and WiFi
connectivity. The sky’s the limit when
it comes to what DeCoster is designing—for example, he’s introduced a
Bluetooth-compatible breathalyzer
connected to the dash to check alcohol
levels.
DeCoster said he didn’t understand
why cell phones had better technology
than any system currently in a vehicle,
so he saw a niche.
He took the idea of building on an
open platform, on top of the Andriod
system, and created a unique product
that’s faster than a laptop.
DeCoster is the poster child for
Mono County’s push for tech-savvy
entrepeneurs to ditch the city and plug
in to a different lifestyle in the mountains, while still running their businesses. An avid off-roader, DeCoster
also loves to ski and fish, and owns a
home in June Lake, which is his true
passion.
For more information about DeCoster and his products, visit www.
insanejeepaudio.com.
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HACK
continued from page 1
by the hacker, according to MUSD.
Richard Lloyd, Vice President of
Aeries Software, said the services it
provides its clients are confidential.
Klein did not divulge how many
students were suspended for one day
for being involved. She did confirm
that there was no evidence to suggest students paid the perpetrator to
change their grades. She did not say
what disciplinary action the perpetrator will face.
Students interviewed for this story
called the hacker both a genius and
a jerk. One student who wished to
remain anonymous called him “Robin
Hood,” taking from the rich and giving
to the poor (Ed. huh?) but said the
perpetrator was still a jerk.
An MHS Senior told The Sheet, “In
my humble opinion, the only person to blame is the school itself. The
American school system is predicated
on grades. If you get this grade, you’re
a genius, if you get this grade, you’re
stupid.
“We can’t be mad, because this kid’s
got a bright future ahead of him.”
The senior added that he heard
“from the horse’s mouth” that the
hacker also broke into the California
State Servers because “[hacking into]
cell phones got boring.” That information could not be confirmed. The
California Department of Education
was unavailable for comment.
Bill Gates, Microsoft Founder, was
a hacker. He said in a 2016 interview
with the British Broadcasting Corporation that he once fudged schedules so
he could be the only male in a class of
all women.
Mammoth Lakes Police School Resource Officer Andy Lehr deferred any
questions about the incident to MHS
Administration.
The perpetrator had allegedly started
at MHS this school year, transferring
from Bishop Union High School after
allegedly being expelled for similar
computer hacking activities. Students’
disciplinary information is not made
public due to the age of the students,
Kristin Carr, Administrative Assistant
for Bishop School District explained,
and Carr could not confirm the allegation.
Though illegal, hacking skills are
coveted as the world’s information
becomes increasingly digitized.
Mike Swift, CEO and co-founder of
Major League Hacking, said he considers hacking a hands-on approach to
science, technology, engineering and
math, or STEM. Major League Hacking even operates a league for student
“hackathons.”
A 2014 Federal Trade Commission
study on child identity theft concluded
children’s identities are sought after by
hackers and clients. “A child’s Social
Security number can be used by identity thieves to apply for government
benefits, open bank and credit card
accounts, apply for a loan or utility service, or rent a place to live,” the study
warned.
Klein said there is no evidence that
Social Security numbers had been
compromised.
The perpetrator could not be contacted by The Sheet as of press time.
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WHY IS JIMMY THINKING
RIDING
FOR
GOOD
Rick Gunn brings messages of service, cycling to Mammoth

By Rea
ver a decade ago, journalist
and photographer Rick Gunn
shelved his workaday life and
set out to see the world on a pair of
wheels.
In three years, Gunn rode his bike
26,000 miles around the planet. He
traveled through 33 countries, went
through “at least ten pairs of bike
tires, five iPods, five pairs of bike
shoes … and, mysteriously, only one
pair of underwear,” he said, laughing. “The one thing you realize when
you do a bike trip for three years is
how amazing the human body is,
because everything else breaks.”
Somewhere in Bangladesh, Gunn
witnessed two young girls sipping
water from a polluted pond, and
something changed in him. He realized that he couldn’t just observe,
and changed his focus to giving
back when he wasn’t on his bike.
Gunn fed AIDS patients in Thailand, planted trees in Malaysia, and
worked with a bomb extraction unit
in Laos, among many other service
projects.
Gunn captured 52,000 images
on that journey, which he whittled
down to 350, along with personal
stories—a collection which he
subsequently dubbed “SoulCycler.”
Gunn presented “SoulCycler” across
the United States, to high school students and at TEDx talks, sharing his
stories of service and learning.
Next weekend, Gunn will bring a
new talk to the Edison Theatre in
Mammoth Lakes, compiled from
three more international trips he’s
taken in the last few years. Entitled
“India, Iran and Idomeni,” the
presentation will follow Gunn as
he forms a fast friendship with an
Iranian cyclist, feeds Syrian refugees,
and shares children’s messages of
love and hope across an international divide.
All these stories are really stories
of humans as individuals, but also
of something greater than ourselves.
It’s about cooperation, collaboration, part of the things that have got
us as human beings to this point.
It’s not about tooth and nail, it’s not
about sole survival of the fittest…the
reason that we are here is because
we care for one another.”
Gunn said that, especially in
today’s political climate, he hopes
his approach is effective in showing
people that we have more in common than not.
“I don’t think that bashing someone in the head with your political
views particularly helps anybody.
Whether someone is on the left or
the right, what’s most important is
to share individual stories of human beings. To tell the story of me
and my friend Mohammed [whom
Gunn rode with in Iran]. I don’t look
at him and say, ‘he’s a Muslim.’ I look

ABOUT CHRISTMAS IN MAY?

O

By Lunch
immy Smith is 9 years old. And
he’s asking that you donate $9 on
behalf of his cause.
Now his cause is not that of a typical 9-year-old. His cause isn’t the latest video game, or a new Ninjago set,
or a trip to Anaheim to watch Albert
Pujols strike out.
His cause is other kids like himself.
You see, Jimmy likes to fill shoeboxes with a bunch of stuff—practical
as well as impractical (the impractical
stuff is always more fun)—and send
them to fellow children all over the
world who are less fortunate.
He does this under the aegis of
Samaritan’s Purse, a Christian relief
organization. The project: Operation
Christmas Child.
Jimmy, whose family attends Bishop’s Calvary Chapel, is often aided in
his endeavors by his parents Sheryl
and Robert and sisters Kitty and Ivy.
Two years ago: They filled 9 boxes.
Last year: 38 boxes
This year’s goal: 100 boxes. Which
is why this story is appearing now.
Gotta start earlier this year to meet
that goal!
And these aren’t loose boxes either.
They’re filled to the brim.
Debbie Todd is the local volunteer
coordinator for Samaritan’s Purse.
Deb says $9 is the suggested donation
because $9 is what it generally takes
to pay for shipping. Obviously, they’ll
take more if you’ve got it.
You can donate locally at Calvary
Chapel (125 South Main) or mail a
donation to P.O. Box 637 in Bishop.
Make it out to the church with Operation Christmas Child in the subject

J
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Cylist, philanthropist, photographer and
speaker Rick Gunn.

at him and say, ‘he’s my friend.’ We
both love to ride bikes… it’s much
more effective than trying to say we
shouldn’t be going to war with Iran.”
Gunn’s presentation will also detail
the time he spent in a Syrian refugee
camp in Greece, called Idomeni. He
fears that the plight of these refugees
has been overshadowed by other
international issues, and wants to
bring it to the forefront of American
minds.
Becoming a “soulcycler,” Gunn
said, helped him gain perspective
on the world as well has his own life,
and his aim is to give his audiences
some of the same. Before he left for
his big journey, “I had convinced
myself that my life was tragic. But
after spending time among the
dead and dying, I recognize a lot of
it was BS. Self-inflicted, self-critical
thoughts that were stealing my
time.”
Gunn says that his international
acts of service are also acts of service
to himself. “A lot the reason that I
give is because I have my own issues, my own flaws, and giving back
helps me. It’s in part a selfish act, because it helps with my self-esteem.”
Mostly, he wishes to share the
personal stories of those people he’s
encountered, “to humanize people
after they’ve been dehumanized.
That’s my job. To show them that
they’re just like you and I.”
Rick Gunn will present “India, Iran
& Idomeni” on Friday, June 2 at the
Edison Theatre, 100 College Parkway,
Mammoth Lakes. Tickets are $12 in
advance and $15 at the door. Show
begins at 7 p.m. See ad, p. 6.

Jimmy, Kitty and Ivy Smith of Bishop fill
a gift box with school supplies and toys
for shipment to another child who needs
them.
header. You can also contact Sheryl
and Robert Smith at 760.872.2009
if you have questions/donations
regarding the shoeboxes.
Jimmy says his dad, for example,
always likes to pack lots of pencils
and school supplies.
The boxes are separated into three
age groups (2-4, 5-9, 10-14) for boys
and girls. Deb Todd says the Boys
10-14 category is one that is often
overlooked.

NEW SWEET SPOT
By Lunch

Crystal Hugelman, owner of Mammoth Mercantile with her daughter Hailey.

C

rystal Hugelman (pictured with
daughter Hailey) opened the
Mammoth Mercantile next to
the Booky Joint in the Minaret Mall
last month. It’s worth a visit just to
look at the incredible job she did with
the build-out. The Mammoth Merc
features top shelf coffee (Jamaican
Blue Mountain), distinctive boba tea,
frozen yogurt, and boutique product
lines in jewelry, candles, soaps, olive
oil and more. They’re open seven days
a week from 8 a.m.-7 p.m. and plan to
stay open even later in the summers

to catch the exiting movie crowd at
Minaret Cinemas.
Hugelman grew up in Ojai before
moving to Bishop her sophomore year
of high school. She met her husband
of 31 years, Mammoth Police Sgt. Eric,
while waterskiing at Klondike. They
have two children: Hailey and Emmett.
Crystal is a familiar face to anyone
who’s attended events in the Village
at Mammoth over the past decade, as
she was a fixture with her kettle corn
stand. Her famous kettle corn is (of
course) for sale at the Merc.
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NO CLASS-IFIEDS
Help Wanted

Sierra Employment Services, Inc is
hiring for the following positions
Prep Cook B $11
Cashier M $12-$14
Maintenance Tech M $18
Reservationist M $12-$15
Housekeepers M $15-$18
HR Assistant M/B $12-$15
General Laborers M $14 - $18
Journeyman Carpenters M/B $30
AR/AP/Exec. Asst. Bridgeport $16-$20
Water Treatment Plant Operator in
Training $19-$25
Call 760-924-0523 or 760-873-8599
See our full job list online
www.SierraEmployment.com
Bleu Handcrafted Foods is NOW HIRING! We are looking for someone to join
our amazing front of house team whom
is passionate about food, great customer
service and working with a team in a positive work environment. Full or part-time
Available. Inquire by calling 760-709-6689
or send resumes to theresabrocia@yahoo.
com.
Stellar Brew is looking to employ
an experienced kitchen person who is
seeking long term stable employment in
Mammoth Lakes. A full time position has
opened up and we are looking to fill it immediately. On site training is available but
you must have knowledge of food service
and prep. Please e-mail stellarbrew@
gmail.com with your resume or any questions.

Housekeepers ($11)
Cooks
Dishwashers
Maintenance Worker
Please complete an application at
164 Old Mammoth Rd.
or e-mail pl@thelandingtahoe.com
Part Time Year Round Maintenance Laborer Needed For Condominium Complex.You may complete an application
at 2289 Sierra Nevada Road or email you
resume to mtshadows@npgcable.com; or
call 760.934.4993 for more information.
Hotel seeking front desk agent/night
audit position. Must be available to work
graveyard shifts 11:00pm to 7:00am. 16-24
hours per week. Perfect if you already
have a part time job and are looking to
pick up extra shifts. Hospitality experience is a plus but not required. Starting
hourly ranges based on experience. Please
deliver resume in person or pick up application at Sierra Lodge located at 3540
Main Street or send to info@sierralodge.
com.
Part Time Admin Assistant needed
for busy Interior design firm in Mammoth Lakes.   Experience working in an
office environment required and proficiency with basic computer programs
a must. Can be Flexible with schedule.
Please email resume to julie@designbdg.
com.
John’s Pizza Works is Hiring cocktail
servers, must have open availability ,bartending experience a plus.Hiring expo/
bar back, cashiers, must be able to be
organized and work well under pressure,
billingual a plus.
Apply in person, bring resume or pick
up application at John’s Pizza Works 3499
Main Street.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

“Looking for a sustainable, year-round
job in the community with growth potential, benefits, and five weeks paid time off?
Mammoth Hospital is hiring entry-level
positions for Patient Accounts Representative, Cook/Food Service Worker,
Environmental Services Technicians and
others! For more information and to apply visit www.MammothHospital.com”

“Looking for full-time work this summer? The Town is looking for Temporary
Parks Maintenance Workers to maintain
our beautiful parks during the summer
months. If you’re a jack-of-all-trades looking for steady, reliable hours this summer, apply now! Visit www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov for more information.

The Restaurant at Convict Lake is
currently looking to hire a Experienced
Line Cook and a Dishwasher. If interested contact Head Chef Oscar Santos at
760.965.6477/oscar@convictlake.com
TONIK NOW HIRING year-round position. We’re looking for fun ,friendly people
who enjoy fashion. Stop by, say hi, and
pick up an application.
NOW HIRING
Front Desk Associates and Housekeepers
Competitive Pay plus bonuses
Send resume to Holidayhausmammoth@
gmail.com or call 760-934-2414
Food Cache Cafe “Full time position
available ISO a cashier/smoothie barista
, food & beverage experience preferred
but not required. $10-$11.25hr DOE. line
cook needed, full or part-time available,
morning and afternoon shifts available,
stop by the cafe for an application. 452 old
mammoth rd ste 106.
Pizza Chef/Delivery Driver/Cashier
Z Pizza Mammoth is hiring full and part
time. Apply online at www.zpizza.com, or
by email - mammothslices@gmail.com.

Mammoth Rock & Bowl/Mammoth
Rock Brasserie has the following positions available. Bowling Desk Employees,
Server, Bartender, Brasserie Hostess.
Contact Kevin O’Connell 760.934.4200
East Side Bake Shop is hiring counter
associates for the spring/summer season.
Located in McGee. Please call 760-9142696. Restaurant experience preferred
NOW HIRING!
One full-time (30 hours/week) Program
Specialist
Two part-time (20 hours/week) Program
Assistants Starting at $13/hour
Community outreach for a variety of social service and public health initiatives.
• Must be proficient in Microsoft Word.
• Must be willing to travel throughout
Mono and Alpine Counties.
Please call (530) 495-2700 for more information.
Maintenance-Office receptionist:
Maintenance with office duties needed
for a reservation company in town.
Vehicle is a must. Please send resume to
info@mountainbackrentals.com.
Mammoth Brewing Company immediately hiring for warehouse/delivery drivers and beer packagers. Must have good
driving record and be able to get a Class
B license within 60 days of employment.
Pay starts at $15 for packagers and $16 for
drivers. Job incl. benefits. Apply at www.
mammothbrewingco.com.
Vons is now hiring energetic individuals
who like working with the public. We are
hiring for all positions including a Pharmacy Technician. Come join our team.
Norco 76 is hiring mini-mart cashier/
clerk Apply in person.

Salary Range $4,396-$5,343 per month
(DOQ) + benefits
Great Basin is seeking a highly motivated
individual for the full-time position of
Field Services Technician (FST) I. Under
general supervision, the incumbent will
assist in the collection of information on
the location, frequency, duration, and
severity of dust storms from the Owens
and Mono Lakes and identify dust sources
using scientific methods and instrumentation, as well as other duties as required.
This is the entry and training level class
of the FST series. The incumbent will
learn how to operate and maintain all
scientific field instrumentation and air
monitoring instruments, as well as assist
other Technical and Air Monitoring staff
in the design, construction, installation,
and operation of air monitoring and
scientific instrumentation throughout the
District. The position requires knowledge
of safe work practices, basic principles
and theory of scientific fieldwork, and use
of instrumentation to obtain defensible
data. Qualifications: four years of experience in the operation and maintenance of
scientific or mechanical instrumentation,
machinery, or equipment; or completion
of two years of college with major coursework in electronics, and/or a Bachelor’s
degree in an environmental science or
electronics; or a combination of training/
education/experience to gain the desired
knowledge and abilities.
For more information and job application
instructions please visit: https://gbuapcd.
bamboohr.com/jobs.
Applications and materials for this position should be submitted online. Required application materials are due 4:00
pm June 1, 2017.
Eastern Sierra Transit Authority is
seeking DRIVERS for the Mammoth Lakes
area. Must be responsible, energetic and
have clean driving record. Training for a
Commercial License, Passenger Endorsements and Airbrake Certificate is available.
Seasonal non-benefitted positions with
full and part-time hours available.
Hourly salary range is: $15.25 to $18.41
Plus Mammoth Premium Pay of $0.50
per hour
Pre-employment and random drug
screening required.
Applications can be found:
online at www.estransit.com,
Mammoth Office (210 Commerce Dr),
Bishop Office (703B Airport Rd) or
Call 760-872-1901 ext. 11.
EEO employer
Now hiring full & part time retail sales
positions for the summer season. Apply
in person at Bronze Bear Outpost in Lee
Vining or call 760 647 6465 or 760 647
6478. Some housing available.
Carpenter Residential Framing
Residential framing project. Some Experience and personal tools necessary. Please
contact Brian at (760) 920-3648 during
business hours.
Looking for an energetic, enthusiastic person to work for a local non-profit
organization. Must have retail, people
and organizational skills. Please call 760924-2474 or bring your resume to Second
Chance Thrift Shop at 126 Old Mammoth
Road and ask for the manager.

Help Wanted

Looking for part time / full time
summer & fall seasonal work? Laid off
from the mountain and wanting to stick
around for the summer? Don't want to
work for Von's Grocery store, let alone
shop there....? Well then come apply to be
a painter with our crew of professional
painters. We work indoors, outdoors, and
between Bishop and June Lake. Experience is preferred but not necessary, happy
to train hard working individuals. $12 $20hr DOE. Contact Jonathan Widen (760)
709-1032

For Rent

In Mammoth, 3BDR, 2BA home
with south-facing Sherwins view. Spacious, bright, updated, W/D. woodstove,
forced air, no pets, $2,500/mo. Call/text
760.920.1684
Detached house - 2 bedroom plus den
1 bath, single level with pellet stove and
forced air propane heater.#7 1801 Old
Mammoth Road. NO PETS, NO SMOKERS $1500 a month Long term lease only.
Borrego@cox.net, (949)212-5553
Room for Rent in Nice Home W/private bath, Walk to Village/Shuttle.Utilities
included W/D, Internet available Seeking Dog Friendly Individual Mature Non
Smoker $975 per month 760-965-6715.

For Hire
Z-Z-ZIPPERS! Quality work, speedy
service. Sportswear, parkas, pants, packs &
duffels. Hems, too! Call 760.873.4499.
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
High Sierra Architecture

Bruce Woodward
95 Grindelwald Rd.
P.O. Box 3568
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant has not yet begun to transact business under the fictitious business
name listed herein.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on May 9, 2017
File Number 17-095
2017-0104 (5/13, 5/20, 5/27, 6/3)
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Eastside Handyman
Troy McCall
87 Snowridge Lane, P.O.Box 8908
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546
This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name
listed above on April 26, 2014.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on April 26, 2017.
File Number 17-086
2017-0098 (5/6, 5/13, 5/20, 5/27)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Life and the Kitchen Sink
Soo Dennison
432 Mono Street, P.O.Box 1182
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546
This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name
listed above on May 1, 2017.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on May 1, 2017.
File Number 17-090
2017-0100 (5/6, 5/13, 5/20, 5/27)
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Happy Hour/

May 23-28/

May 27-28/

Cold Without Pants plays Liberty Bar.
High-energy, L.A.-based rock band.
Free live music begins 9 p.m. See ad,
p. 4.

Saturday, May 27/

Jelly Bread plays Rafters for
Mammoth Film Festival After Party.
Starts 10 p.m. Tickets: $25. See ad, p.
21.

Sunday, May 28/

Dreddie Poppins and The
Professionals play the beer garden @
Mammoth Brewing Company. Starts
5p.m. Free.

Monday, May 29/

Cert. Arb. # WE-9537AT • CA D-49 Lic.# 976309 • Bonded & Insured

Tree Removal • Tree Pruning • Lot Clearing

760-709-6893
www.skylinearborist.com

Serving Mammoth, Bishop & June Lake

CALENDAR PAGES SPONSORED BY:

BARS & MUSIC
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill,
Pursuit of Happiness Hour, 3-6 p.m.
$1 off draft beers, $2 off wine, $4 well
drinks, $2 off specialty drinks. $5
Flatbread.
Outlaw Saloon.
Monday All Night Happy Hour;4Midnight,Tues/Fri 4-6pm
Tuesday $2 Tacos 4-10pm;
6-9pm Wing Wednesday 50% off all
wings; new time!
Thursday Burger & Beer special
4-9pm;
Roberto’s 4-6 p.m. every day.
Austria Hof. 5-8 p.m. daily
Whitebark Restaurant Bar & Lounge
Unwind with daily drink and food
specials 4-6 p.m. Half price sushi
Mondays.
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour 4:30-7
p.m. daily and all day Sunday. $5
dollar menu items, drink specials.
Happy Hour @ Sushi Rei. 4-5 p.m.
daily. Half off apps and $5 hand roll
+small sake. Sundays are all-night
happy hour. Late night happy hour
Fri-Sat 9-11 p.m.
Happy Hour @ The Bistro at
Snowcreek, 4:30-6:30 p.m. daily.
Mammoth Tavern Happy Hour
Tuesday-Sunday 3:30-5:30 p.m.
Closed Mondays.
Smokeyard weekend Happy Hour
4-6 p.m. in the bar only.
Side Door Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m.
Mammoth’s famous Slocums Happy
Hour: Monday thru Friday 4-6;
Saturdays 4-5. Closed Sunday.
Giovanni’s Happy Hour, daily 4-6
p.m. Large pizza and a pitcher of beer
gets you free wings.
Lakanuki Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m.,
$4.50 margaritas, Mai Tais. Happy
Hour drink specials 10 p.m.- close.
Black Velvet Coffee’s Happy Hour,
from 4-6 p.m. every day. $9 glasses of
wine.
Morrison’s Happy Hour Daily
4-6 p.m. $50 for two-person three
course meal on Wednesdays.
Food Cache Cafe Happy Hour 3:306:30 Sunday-Thursday. Street tacos
$2.50, $3.50 beers, $7.50 beer/wine
and house fries.

Bowling n’ Beats: Summer of Love.
Costume party with DJ Chronfucius,
$3 games at Mammoth Rock and
Bowl. Starts at 9 p.m. See ad, p.8.
Open Mic at Black Doubt Brewing
Co. Starts 6 p.m.

Wednesday, May 31/

Wild Wing Wednesdays @ John’s Pizza
Works. 50 percent off all wings. See
ad, p. 12.
Open Mic @ Mammoth Brewing Co.
Starts 6 p.m. Weekly beer specials.
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Mule Days Celebration. Starts 8 a.m.,
Tri-County Fairgrounds, Bishop. See
sidebar next page.

May 24-28/

Mammoth Lakes Film Festival. See
sidebar, next page.

May 26-29/

Memorial Day Weekend in the
Village! Tent sales Friday-Monday
with a D.J. Mash-up from 3-8 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday. See ad, p. 3.
Art in the Park. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Friday-Sunday, and 9 a.m.- 1
p.m. Monday at Bishop City Park.
Memorial Day arts and crafts fair
organized by Inyo Council for the Arts.
Mammoth Lakes Library Closed for
painting.

Friday, May 26/

Archeology Projects at Manzanar.
7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. A Manzanar.
Assist Manzanar Historic Site staff
with historic preservation projects.
Space limited, RSVP 760.878.2194 ext.
3312. Event also runs Saturday, same
time.
Deadline for The Sheet Scholarship
Applications. Open to students grades
9-12. $1,500 academic scholarship
sponsored by The Sheet and Robertos
Cafe. Submit well-written, thoughtful
essays to jacklunch@yahoo.com.
Free kids art class at Mammoth
Lakes Library. Learn to make your
own movies with The Bum Family, a
group of kids who have made films for
Sesame Street. 12:30-2:30 p.m. in the
Adult Ed. Room. Must RSVP: Kendra@
monoarts.org or 760.914.3752

May 27-29/

Taatsawano Traditional Gathering.
Native crafts and food booths, live
music and cultural performances, and
games at the Paiute-Shoshone Indian
Cultural Center. Info: 760.873.8844.

Saturday, May 27/

Birding by Ear at Mono Lake. Learn
to identify birds by their songs with
Dave Marquart, Park Interpretive
Specialist with Mono Lake Tufa State
Natural Reserve. Starts 8 a.m., runs
for 4 hours. Limited space. Cost: $30
per participant, supports interpretive
programs at the Mono Lake South
Tufa State Reserve. Register:
760.647.6331.

Sunday, May 28/

Artist’s Reception: Steve Cavallo @
Manzanar Historic Site. Watercolor
exhibit depicts life at Japanese
Internment Camps. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Monday, May 29/

Memorial Day Observance Ceremony
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. @ The Big Pine
Veterans Memorial, at the intersection
of Hwy 395 and Hwy 168. Volunteers
who would like to participate meet at
Big Pine Cemetery at 8 a.m.

Tuesday, May 30/

City of Bishop Planning Commission
Meeting at the Bishop City Council
Chambers, City Hall. 7-8 p.m.
Night Owl Acrylic Painting with
Miguel Flore at the Mono Arts Council
Gallery in Mammoth. 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Tix: $45 @ www.monoarts.org.
Deadline for the Mono County/Town
of Mammoth Lakes Live and Work
Survey. English and Spanish. Visit
www.housemammothlakes.com.

MAMMOTH LIQUOR
Beer lovers’ candy store

Selection of more than 300 beers
LIFE IS BETTER WITH THE PERFECT BEER
LIFE IS DAMN GOOD WITH PBR, TOO

934.6260

Main St. Next to Rick’s
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ESTA may discontinue Old
Mammoth Limited Route
Based upon very low ridership
the past four months on the Old
Mammoth Limited Route, Eastern
Sierra Transit Authority (ESTA)
is proposing to discontinue this
route effective June 24, 2017. Public
comment regarding this proposed
service change will be accepted
through June 9, 2017.
Comments can be submitted by
U.S. mail to Eastern Sierra Transit, PO
Box 1357, Bishop, CA. 93515, via email
to info@estransit.com, or delivered
in person to ESTA’s office at 210
Commerce Drive, Mammoth Lakes.

Hayden Cabin Museum Opens
The Board of Directors of the
Southern Mono Historical Society are
pleased to announce the reopening of
the Mammoth Museum at the Hayden
Cabin this coming Saturday, May 27,
2017 for the summer season.
The Hayden Cabin/Mammoth
Museum is housed in the original
1920’s log cabin built by Emmett
Hayden, map maker of the Eastern
Sierra. It contains artifacts from that
period as well as historic photographs
and displays.
The museum will open for the
summer season on Saturday, May 27,
at 10 a.m. and will be open from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. daily from Memorial
Day weekend through the end of
September. Admission is free, but
there is a $5 suggested donation and
memberships are encouraged.

Mule Days celebration
Mule Days will kick off at 8
a.m. on Tuesday, May 23. The
weekend’s activities include packing
competitions, rodeos, barbecues,
western entertainment, the world’s
largest non-motorized parade, and
clinics. Tickets can be purchased
by calling 760.872.4263 or online at
www.muledays.org. Unless otherwise
stated, events are held at The Charles
Brown Auditorium at the Tri-County
Fairground in Bishop. For full
schedule of events and clinics as well
as camping info, visit www.muledays.
org. The schedule of special events is
as follows:
Wednesday: 5 p.m.- Opening night
supper with music by Kristyn Harris.
Thursday: 7:30 p.m.- Concert by
Michael Martin Murphy.
Friday: 4 p.m.- Barbecue.
Saturday: 10 a.m.- Parade down Main
Street
8:30 p.m.- Dance.
Sunday: 10 a.m.- Cowboy Church.

Bodie opens for Summer
Bodie State Historic Park has
opened for the summer, with limited
services (no water is available and
the restroom in the main parking
area are closed, but outhouses are
located on the north side of the main
parking lot). For information, visit
www.monocounty.org or call Bodie at
760.647.6445.
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UPCOMING

Tuesday, May 30 (cont’d)/

Free Community Health Fair
from 11 a.m.- 2 p.m. at the Walker
Community Center. Free lunch and
door prizes for everyone. See ad, p.8.
Swing Dancing from 9:15 p.m.- 1 a.m.
at Mountain Rambler Brewery. Free
lesson at 9:15 p.m. Dance starts at
10:30 p.m.

Mammoth Chamber of Commerce
Power Lunch at The Fort, Sierra
Center Mall, Mammoth Lakes.
Presentation by Nate Greenberg
on the state of broadband in the
Eastern Sierra. $20 for members,
$30 for non-members. RSVP: www.
mammothlakeschamber.org
SNARL Lecture: Immunity in the
Environment. Doors at 6:30 p.m., talk
starts at 7 p.m. Mary Toothman, PhD
candidate, discusses disease spread
among Mountain Yellow Legged
Frogs.

Wednesday, May 31/

Community Conversation. Mono
County Supervisor Stacy Corless and
Mammoth Town Councilmembers
Colin Fernie and John Wentworth
to discuss local issues. 6 p.m. @
Mammoth Brewing Company.
Mono County Treasury Oversight
Committee Meeting 10 a.m. at the
Mammoth Lakes CAO Conference
Room, Sierra Center Mall, Mammoth.

Thursday, June 1/

Mandatory Dual Language Program
Meeting for Incoming Kindergarten
Families. 6-7 p.m. MES Library.
If you do not attend, your child
cannot be considered for the
program. No exceptions.
Qué: Reunión del Programa de
Lenguaje Dual Obligatorio para
Familias Entrantes de Kindergarten
Cuando: 6/1/2017, 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Dónde: Biblioteca MES. Si no asiste,
su hijo no puede ser considerado para
el programa. No hay excepciones.

Friday, June 2/

Iran, India, and Idomeni: A multimedia presentation by photographer
Rick Gunn. 7 p.m. @ Edison Theater,
Mammoth. For tickets ($12) visit
www.eventbrite.org. See ad, p.8.

Saturday, June 3/

Mammoth Lakes Town Clean Up Day.
Starts at 8 a.m., free bags available.
Drop of your recycling, trash, and
debris at designated drop sites
around town. See ad, p.13 .
Big Pine Neighborhood Garage Sale.
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Visit www.
realestate395.com for list of
participating streets.
Big Pine High “Honoring the
Graduates” Powwow. 5-10 p.m. @
the Alan Spoonhunter Gymnasium/
Community Center in Big Pine. Food
vendors, dancing, and music. Info:
760.937.1910
Mono County First 5 Health and
Safety Fair. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
Shady Rest Park in Mammoth. Free
community and kid-friendly event to
promote safety. See ad, p.20.
Eastside Velo Pamper Pedal Race
Starts 10 a.m. See sidebar.
Lone Pine Concert in The Rocks.
The Six Strings Society will perform
music made famous by “The 27
Club,” including Jimi Hendrix, Robert
Johnson, and Janis Joplin. Shuttle
from Lone Pine Western Film History
Museum at 5 p.m. Tix: 760.876.9103.
Eastern Sierra Land Trust Pollinator
Garden Tour. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Meet
at the Eastern Sierra Land Trust, 250
N. Fowler St., Bishop to visit native
plant and pollinator gardens across
the Eastern Sierra. RSVP 760.873.4554
for a garden map.
Pamper Pedal begins 10 a.m.
Register: eastsidevelo.org. See sidebar,
this page.

AT THE MOVIES
Minaret Cinemas
Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Men Tell No Tales (PG-13): Captain Jack Sparrow (Johnny Depp) tries to save the pirate community from Captain Salazar
and hordes of un-dead sailors.
Alien: Covenant (R): Directed by Ridley Scott. The crew of the spaceship Covenant struggles to escape after landing on an unknown planet.
For movie times, call 760.934.3131 or visit mammothlakesmovies.com.

Mammoth Lakes Film Festival
tickets available
This year’s festival will run this
week and weekend, May 24-May 28 in
Mammoth Lakes.
At 10 a.m. on Saturday, May 27,
there will be a program of funny,
hand-made cartoons made by the
Bum Family from Alberta, Canada
just for kids follwed by a presentation
by the Bum family to show kids how
to make their own animations. Tickets
are $12.
VIP Passes are available for
$195 and include access to 10 film
screenings, including opening night
of the festival, advance screening
selection, access to the filmmaker
lounge from 9-11 a.m., and admission
to 4 parties. Additionally, you can
purchase a Movie Pass for $125
that includes access to 10 movie
screenings and advance screening
selections. Individual screening
tickets, as well as Individual Gala
Events and Filmmaker Parties, also
available. For tickets, visit www.
MammothLakesFilmFestival.com.

A Sidewalk on Main Street!
Construction of a six-foot wide
sidewalk on the north side of Main
Street/State Route 203 from Mountain
Boulevard to Minaret Road is
anticipated to begin the week of May
15 with minor activity outside the
paved area. Also included are street
lights, a new retaining wall and transit
shelter.
The Public is advised to take extra
care in the area throughout the
construction period, expected to
run from mid-May through early
September. Once work begins, there
will be traffic control and no street
lighting for most of the 1,600-foot
section. Motorists are advised to
reduce speed. Pedestrians are advised
to use the south side of Main Street.
The project is funded by a
combination of State Transportation
Improvement Program funds (STIP),
the Town of Mammoth Lakes, and the
developer of the future Mammoth
View Project. The $3 million project
is being constructed by Spiess
Construction with oversight by
the Town of Mammoth Lakes and
Caltrans District 9.

Pamper Pedal registration open
Registration is now open for
Eastside Velo’s (ESV)11th Annual
Pamper Pedal, an all female, 44-mile
bike ride from Mammoth Lakes to
Bishop. This year’s event starts at 10
a.m. on Saturday, June 3.
Registration is $50 and includes an
annual membership with ESV, entry
to the post-ride party in Bishop, and
support during the ride. $15 from
every entry fee will be donated to
Eastern Sierra Conservation Corps to
fund first-time female backpacking
trips for women in the Eastern Sierra.
Registration is open to women
riders of all ages and skill levels.
Register at www.eastsidevelo.org.
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Notice of Summons

Notice of Impending Power to Sell Tax-Defaulted Property
NOTICE OF IMPENDING POWER TO SELL TAX-DEFAULTED PROPERTY
(Rev. & Tax. Code, §§ 3361, 3362)
Pursuant to Revenue and Taxation Code sections 3691and 3692.4, the following conditions will, by operation of
law, subject real property to the tax collector’s power to sell.
• All property for which property taxes and assessments have been in default for five or more years.
• All property that has a nuisance abatement lien recorded against it and for which property taxes and assessments have been in default for three or more years; and
• Any property that has been identified and requested for purchase by a city, county, city and county, or nonprofit organization to serve the public benefit by providing housing or services directly related to low-income
persons and for which property taxes and assessments have been in default for three or more years.
Note: The power to sell schedule for nonresidential commercial property is three or more years of tax default
status, unless the county adopts, by ordinance or resolution, the five-year tax default schedule.
The parcels listed herein meet one or more of the criteria listed above and thus, will become subject to the tax
collector's power to sell on July 1, 2017, at 12:01 a.m., by operation of law. The tax collector's power to sell will
arise unless the property is either redeemed or made subject to an installment plan of redemption initiated
as provided by law prior to close of business on the last business day in June. The right to an installment plan
terminates on the last business day in June, and after that date the entire balance due must be paid in full to
prevent sale of the property at public auction.
The right of redemption survives the property becoming subject to the power to sell, but it terminates at close
of business on the last business day prior to the date of the sale by the tax collector. All information concerning
redemption or the initiation of an installment plan of redemption will be furnished, upon request, by Gerald A.
Frank, Mono County Asst. Finance Director/ Treasurer-Tax Collector, P.O. Box 495, Bridgeport, CA 93517. Inquiries by phone may be directed to (760) 932-5480, or by email to treasurer@mono.ca.gov.
The amount to redeem, including all penalties and fees, as of June 2017, is shown opposite the parcel number
and next to the name of the assessee.
PARCEL NUMBERING SYSTEM EXPLANATION
The Assessor's Parcel Number (APN), when used to describe property in this list, refers to the assessor's map
book, the map page, the block on the map, if applicable, and the individual parcel on the map page or in the
block. The assessor's maps and further explanation of the parcel numbering system are available in the assessor's office.
￼
PROPERTY TAX DEFAULTED ON JULY 1,2009 FOR THE TAXES,
ASSESSMENTS AND OTHER CHARGES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2008-2009
ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NUMBER

002-030-024-000
037-260-003-000
037-260-013-000
037-260-015-000
037-260-016-000

ASSESSEE NAME & PROPERTY ADDRESS

AMOUNT TO REDEEM BY JUNE 30, 2017

BARAJAS, JUAN
MARZANO & SONS GEN.ENG.CONT.INC - 471 Industrial Circle
MARZANO & SONS GEN.ENG.CONT.INC - 445 Industrial Circle
MARZANO & SONS GEN ENG CONT, INC - 71 Industrial Circle
MARZANO & SONS GEN.ENG.CONT.INC - 103 Industrial Circle

$5,469.38
$1,852.28
$3,250.61
$3,350.55
$3,333.16

PROPERTY TAX DEFAULTED ON JULY 1,2010 FOR THE TAXES,
ASSESSMENTS AND OTHER CHARGES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2009-2010
ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NUMBER

002-040-007-000
022-350-044-000

ASSESSEE NAME & PROPERTY ADDRESS

AMOUNT TO REDEEM BY JUNE 30, 2017

CAINE TERI LYNN - 111431 HWY 395
BOHL, JEFFREY - 1691 Old Mammoth Road

$10,238.35
$62,437.37

015-112-016-000

ASSESSEE NAME & PROPERTY ADDRESS

AMOUNT TO REDEEM BY JUNE 30, 2017

MEINKE-SCHOERNER, CYNTHIA L. - 158 S Crawford Avenue

$12,635.92

ASSESSEE NAME & PROPERTY ADDRESS

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons
and legal papers are served on you to file a written
response at this court and have a copy served on the
Plaintiff. A letter or phone call will not protect you.
Your written response must be in proper legal form if
you want the court to hear your case. There may be
a court form that you can use for your response. You
can find these court forms and more information at
the California Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law library,
or the courthouse nearest you. If you cannot pay the
filing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee waiver form. If
you do not file your response on time, you may lose
the case by default, and your wages, money, and
property may be taken without further warning from
the court.
There are other legal requirements. You may want to
call an attorney right away. If you do not know an
attorney, you may want to call an attorney referral
service. If you cannot afford an attorney, you may be
eligible for free legal services from a nonprofit legal
services program. You can locate these nonprofit
groups at the California Legal Services Web site (www.
lawhelpcalifornia.org), the California Courts Online
Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court or county bar association. NOTE: The court has a statutory lien for waived
fees and costs on any settlement or arbitration award
of $10,000 or more in a civil case. The court’s lien
must be paid before the court will dismiss the case.
The name and address of the court is: Mono County
Superior Court, 100 Thompsons’ Way, PO Box 1037,
Mammoth Lakes, California 93546.
The case number is CV160110.
The name, address, and telephone number of Plaintiff’s attorney is:
Timothy B. Sanford, Law Office of Timothy B. Sanford,
P.O. Box 8081, Mammoth Lakes, California 93546,
760.934.4529. Bar #096635.
Date: November 30, 2016

Notice of Ordinance
ORDINANCE NO. ORD17-08__

PROPERTY TAX DEFAULTED ON JULY 1,2012 FOR THE TAXES,
ASSESSMENTS AND OTHER CHARGES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2011-2012
ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NUMBER

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:Roman Libonao
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF: The Village at
Mammoth Phase One Owners Association, Inc.
NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may decide
against you without your being heard unless you
respond within 30 days. Read the information below.

TS # 2017-0097

PROPERTY TAX DEFAULTED ON JULY 1,2011 FOR THE TAXES,
ASSESSMENTS AND OTHER CHARGES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2010-2011
ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NUMBER

THE SHEET I Saturday, May 27, 2017

AMOUNT TO REDEEM BY JUNE 30, 2017

001-100-046-000
BERG RONALD L $21,496.70
002-020-024-000 BRANDON REV FAMILY TRUST & BRANDON ARNOLD DEAN - 1328 Cunningham Ln
$23,204.68
002-353-011-000
GLASSBURN TED & THERESA - 107280 HWY 395
$10,138.78
002-460-049-000
WALTON TERRY - 450 Eastside Lane
$4,417.84
008-141-010-000BRANDON REV FAMILY TRUST & BRANDON ARNOLD D. - 157 Main St $4,964.94
010-364-003-000
CONNOLLY ISABEL S. & JOHN R. $3,761.04
011-040-030-000
ROBLES, MICHAELA O. ETAL - 74970 HWY 395
$12,488.13
011-040-031-000
ROBLES, MICHAELA O. - 75000 HWY 395
$3,207.90
035-052-003-000
PEBBLES ROSS L. & ANN E. - 263 Forest Trail
$7,959.27
060-240-001-000
ECKERT GREG & TERRI - 80 South Landing Road
$6,492.80
031-212-113-000
INTRAWEST PROPERTIES INC. - 248 MAMMOTH SLOPES DR #113 $16,922.83
I certify or (declare), under penalty of perjury, that the foregoing is true and correct.
Janet Dutcher
Mono County Director of Finance/Treasurer-Tax Collector
Executed at Bridgeport, Mono California, on May 15, 2017

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MONO COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
AMENDING MONO COUNTY CODE SECTION
2.60.080
WHEREAS, under Mono County Code Section
2.60.080, the Mono County Board of Supervisors is
required to review the need for need for continuing
a declaration of local emergency every 14 days until
such local emergency is terminated;
WHEREAS, the Mono County Board of Supervisors
finds that the interests of economy and efficiency
would be furthered by amending Mono County Code
Section 2.60.080 to instead require the Mono County
Board of Supervisors to review the need for continuing a declaration of local emergency in conformity
with applicable law until such local emergency is
terminated;

TS # 2017-0105

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
OF THE COUNTY OF MONO ORDAINS that:

Notice of Property Tax Delinquency Notice of Public Hearing

SECTION ONE: Mono County Code Section 2.60.080
is hereby amended to read as follows:

NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX DELINQUENCY AND
IMPENDING DEFAULT
(Rev. &Tax. Code, Section 3351 & 3352)
I, Janet Dutcher, Mono County Director of Finance/
Treasurer-Tax Collector, State of California, certify as
follows:
That at close of business on June 30, 2017, by operation of law, any real property (unless previously taxdefaulted and not redeemed) that has any delinquent
taxes, assessments, or other charges levied for the
fiscal year 2016-2017, and/or any delinquent supplemental taxes levied prior to the fiscal year 2016-2017,
shall be declared tax-defaulted.
That unless the tax defaulted property is completely
redeemed through payment of all unpaid amounts,
together with penalties and fees prescribed by law or
an installment plan is initiated and maintained; the
property may be sold subsequently at a tax sale to
satisfy the tax lien.
That a detailed list of all properties remaining taxdefaulted at the close of business on June 30, 2017,
and not redeemed prior to being submitted for publication, shall be published on or before September
8, 2020.
That information concerning redemption or the initiation of an installment plan for redemption of taxdefaulted property will be furnished, upon request, by
Gerald A. Frank, Mono County Asst. Finance Director/
Treasurer-Tax Collector, P.O. Box 495, Bridgeport, CA
93517. Inquiries by phone may be directed to (760)
932-5480, or by email to treasurer@mono.ca.gov.
I certify or (declare), under penalty of perjury, that the
foregoing is true and correct.
Janet Dutcher, Mono County Finance Director/Treasurer-Tax Collector
Executed at Bridgeport, Mono California, on May 15,
2017
TS # 2017-0104

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE MAMMOTH
LAKES TOWN COUNCIL will hold a PUBLIC HEARING on Wednesday, June 7, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. at the
Mammoth Lakes Town Council Chamber, Minaret
Village Shopping Center, Suite Z, to consider the
following:
Allocation of funding to Mammoth Lakes Recreation
in part to support economic development efforts
related to enhanced recreational opportunities to be
provided within Mammoth Lakes, CA. The proposed
contract with Mammoth Lakes Recreation includes
the allocation of $16,000 per month for the term of
the contract, through fiscal years 2017-18 - 2019-20,
from Measure R Funds. Additional one time funding
will be considered from the Town’s General Fund in
the amount of $225,000. Funding will be used for the
administration and operation of Mammoth Lakes
Recreation, fundraising efforts to support enhanced
recreational opportunities and facilities, advocacy
for related opportunities and partner and other
agency engagement. The public hearing is being held
pursuant to AB 562 (Section 53083 of the Government
Code).
All persons having an interest in the proposed application request may appear before the Town Council
either in person or represented by counsel and
present testimony or may, prior to said hearing, file
with the Town Clerk written correspondence pertaining thereto. Pursuant to Government Code Section
65009(b), if this matter is subsequently challenged
in court, the challenge may be limited to only those
issues raised at the public hearing described in this
notice or in written correspondence delivered to the
Town of Mammoth Lakes at, or prior to, the public
hearing. For additional information, please contact
Dan Holler, Town Manager, by telephone at (760)
965-3601 or email at dholler@townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov.
BY ORDER OF THE MAMMOTH LAKES TOWN
COUNCIL
Dated: May 22, 2017			
Jamie Gray, Town Clerk
TS # 2017-0106

“2.60.080 Emergency Proclamation-Termination
The board of supervisors shall review the need for
continuing a declaration of local emergency in
conformity with applicable law until such local emergency is terminated, and shall proclaim the termination of such local emergency at the earliest possible
date that conditions warrant.
“If the board of supervisors is not in session at the
conclusion of a local emergency, the county director
of emergency services shall issue the proclamation
terminating the local emergency, subject to board
ratification at the earliest practicable time.”
SECTION TWO: This amended ordinance shall
become effective 30 days from the date of its adoption
and final passage, which appears immediately below.
The Clerk of the Board of Supervisors shall post this
ordinance and also publish it in the manner prescribed by Government Code Section 25124 no later
than 15 days after the date of its adoption and final
passage. If the Clerk fails to publish this ordinance
within said 15-day period, then the ordinance shall
not take effect until 30 days after the date of publication.
PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 16th day of
May, 2017, by the following vote:
AYES: Supervisors Corless, Gardner, Johnston, Peters
and Stump.
NOES: None.
ABSENT: None.
ABSTAIN: None.
Stacy Corless, Chair
Mono County Board of Supervisors
ATTEST: Shannon Kendall, Clerk of the Board
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Stacy Simon, County
Counsel
TS # 2017-0107

Notice of Summons
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:Roman Libonao
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF: The Village at
Mammoth Community Association
NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may decide
against you without your being heard unless you
respond within 30 days. Read the information below.
You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons
and legal papers are served on you to file a written
response at this court and have a copy served on the
Plaintiff. A letter or phone call will not protect you.
Your written response must be in proper legal form if
you want the court to hear your case. There may be
a court form that you can use for your response. You
can find these court forms and more information at
the California Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law library,
or the courthouse nearest you. If you cannot pay the
filing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee waiver form. If
you do not file your response on time, you may lose
the case by default, and your wages, money, and
property may be taken without further warning from
the court.
There are other legal requirements. You may want to
call an attorney right away. If you do not know an
attorney, you may want to call an attorney referral
service. If you cannot afford an attorney, you may be
eligible for free legal services from a nonprofit legal
services program. You can locate these nonprofit
groups at the California Legal Services Web site (www.
lawhelpcalifornia.org), the California Courts Online
Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court or county bar association. NOTE: The court has a statutory lien for waived
fees and costs on any settlement or arbitration award
of $10,000 or more in a civil case. The court’s lien
must be paid before the court will dismiss the case.
The name and address of the court is: Mono County
Superior Court, 100 Thompsons’ Way, PO Box 1037,
Mammoth Lakes, California 93546.
The case number is CV160109.
The name, address, and telephone number of Plaintiff’s attorney is:
Timothy B. Sanford, Law Office of Timothy B. Sanford,
P.O. Box 8081, Mammoth Lakes, California 93546,
760.934.4529. Bar #096635.
Date: November 30, 2016
TS # 2017-0096

Notice of Public Hearing
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, June
7, 2017, beginning at 6:00 p.m. and continuing until
finished, at the Town Council Chambers, Suite Z
within the Minaret Village Shopping Center, 437 Old
Mammoth Road the Mammoth Lakes Town Council
will hear an application request for the following:
Application Request: General Plan Amendment 16001 and District Zoning Amendment 16-002, North
Village Specific Plan Amendment, to allow:
1. An 87 room increase in the allowed density within
the North Village Specific Plan.
2. A 14,881.9 square foot lot coverage increase in the
Plaza Resort Zone of the North Village Specific Plan.
The amendment would restore the density and lot
coverage allowed on the subject properties under the
current North Village Specific Plan zoning, but which
was reduced after a density and lot coverage transfer
to the East Village/South Hotel site in the North Village Specific Plan in 2004.
CEQA Determination: Pursuant to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section
15164, an Addendum to the North Village Specific
Plan Subsequent Program Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 99-092082) has been prepared describing that no new or increased environmental impacts
would result from the proposed project.
Location: The subject property is located at 5, 15, 17,
and 49 Canyon Boulevard, 107 Lakeview Boulevard,
106 Lake Mary Road, and an unaddressed parcel
along Lake Mary Road (Assessor’s Parcel Numbers
033-390-004-000, 033-390-005-000, 033-390-006-000,
033-390-007-000, 031-110-027-000, 033-390-002-000,
and 033-390-003-000).
Zoning: North Village Specific Plan (NVSP)
Proponent / Owner: Dave Harvey / CRE Mammoth
Land Co
All persons having an interest in the proposed application request may appear before the Town Council
either in person or represented by counsel and
present testimony or may, prior to said hearing, file
with the Town Clerk written correspondence pertaining thereto. Pursuant to Government Code Section
65009(b), if this matter is subsequently challenged
in court, the challenge may be limited to only those
issues raised at the public hearing described in this
notice or in written correspondence delivered to the
Town of Mammoth Lakes at, or prior to, the public
hearing. For additional information, or to obtain
a copy of the staff report which will be published
no later than June 2, 2017, contact Sandra Moberly,
Community and Economic Development Manager,
at (760) 965-3633. Facsimiles may be sent to (760) 9347493 or email at: smoberly@townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov.
Mammoth Lakes Town Council
P.O. Box 1609
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
TS # 2017-0108
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Notice Inviting Bids

Notice Inviting Bids

Notice Inviting Bids

SPECIAL DISTRICT VACANCY NOTICE
MAMMOTH LAKES MOSQUITO ABATEMENT
DISTRICT

CAP 17-002

If awarded a Contract, the Bidder and its subcontractors, of any tier, shall maintain active registration with
the Department of Industrial Relations for the duration of the Project.

Current vacancies:
Five (5) expired terms

GLASS MOUNTAIN APARTMENT ELECTRICAL
REMEDIATION

There are currently five (5) vacancies for
expired terms on the MAMMOTH LAKES MOSQUITO ABATEMENT DISTRICT to be filled
by appointment of the Mono County Board
of Supervisors. These five vacancies are for
members of the Board of Trustees, which are
appointed at-large for either two or four year
terms at the Board of Supervisors’ discretion,
and will serve without compensation.

In the Town of Mammoth Lakes for The Town of
Mammoth Lakes, California. Bids will be received at
the Office of the Town Clerk of the Town of Mammoth
Lakes located at: 437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite R,
Mammoth Lakes, California 93546 until 2 p.m. on
June 20, 2017 at which time they will be publicly
opened and read.

ment in good working order, experience, and ability
to perform work. The Town will be the sole judge as to
the qualifications of each bidder.
DBE goal with free bids to DBEs
Each bid must be accompanied by a certified or
cashier’s check payable to the order of the Town of
Mammoth Lakes, or by a bid bond in the sum of not
less than 10% of the total amount of the bid, as a
guarantee that the bidder will enter into the proposed
contract if it be awarded him/her. A labor and materials bond and faithful performance bond each equal
to 100% of the bid are required to be provided by the
awarded contractor. All bonds shall be executed by an
admitted surety insurer meeting the requirements of
California Code of Civil Procedure Section 995.120.

Notice of Vacancy

Qualifications for appointment:
• Voter in Mono County and resident of portion of Mono County within District;
• A member of town council may be appointed if meets other qualifications;
• Experience, training, and education in
fields that will assist in the governance of the
District; and
• Represents interests of the public as a
whole. (Health & Safety Code Section 2022.)
To apply:
Individuals interested in serving on the Mammoth Lakes Mosquito Abatement District
Board of Trustees should submit an application
to the Clerk of the Mono County Board of Supervisors, P.O. Box 715, Bridgeport, CA 93517.
You may obtain an application by contacting
the Clerk’s office at (760) 932-5534 or by visiting
our web page.
Posted: 5/22/17 at Mono County Clerk’s Office,
Bridgeport Library, Mammoth Library, and
www.monocounty.org/bos; also sent to newspaper for publication on 5/22/17.
TS # 2017-0109

The Town of Mammoth Lakes will receive sealed bids
for the work shown on the plans entitled:

Proposal forms and Contract Documents for this work
are included in the specifications.
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Project includes replacing
the electrical distribution system, installing separate
electrical panels, and providing Code compliant
receptacle and appliance circuits in Glass Mountain Apartments located at 25 Meridian Boulevard,
Mammoth Lakes, CA. The engineers estimate for this
project is between $250,000.00-$300,000.00.
The project uses Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) funds. The work includes full compliance with all applicable laws, rules and regulations.
The work shall be completed within the time set forth
in the Contract.
Plans and specifications may be obtained for a NONREFUNDABLE FEE as listed below:
Plans & Specifications
(incl. bid forms)
Picked up at the Town Offices
$25.00
Shipped UPS, FedEx, or US Mail
$50.00
To order the plans and specifications by telephone
call (760) 965-3654, fax (760) 934-7493. Plans and
specifications are also available on the Town of Mammoth Lakes website at http://www.ci.mammothlakes.ca.us/bids.aspx. To be listed on the Bidders List
the Contractor should email sshultz@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov all bidder information including
project name, name, affiliation, phone number, fax
number, and email address.
A mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held at the
conference room at the Town Offices on June 12,
2017 at 2:00pm, located at 437 Old Mammoth Road,
Suite R, Mammoth Lakes, California.
The contractor shall have a valid Class C10 Contractor license and a current Business Tax Certificate and
shall maintain all required licenses throughout the
duration of the Contract. The Contractor shall demonstrate his qualifications by having adequate equip-

The Town of Mammoth Lakes hereby notifies all
bidders that it will affirmatively ensure that in any
contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement,
disadvantaged business enterprises will be afforded
full opportunity to submit bids in response to this
invitation and will not be discriminated against on the
grounds of race, color, or national origin in consideration for an award.
The Director of Industrial Relations has determined
the general prevailing rate of per diem wages in the
locality in which this work is to be performed for each
craft or type of worker needed to execute the Contract
which will be awarded to the successful bidder, copies
of which are on file and will be made available to any
interested party upon request at Town Hall or online
at http://www.dir.ca.gov/dlsr. A copy of these rates
shall be posted by the successful bidder at the job site.
The successful bidder and all subcontractor(s) under
them, shall comply with all applicable Labor Code
provisions, which include, but are not limited to the
payment of not less than the required prevailing rates
to all workers employed by them in the execution of
the Contract, the employment of apprentices, the
hours of labor and the debarment of contractors and
subcontractors.

This Project is subject to compliance monitoring
and enforcement by the Department of Industrial
Relations. In bidding on this project, it shall be the
Bidder’s sole responsibility to evaluate and include
the cost of complying with all labor compliance
requirements under this contract and applicable law
in its bid.
Pursuant to Public Contract Code section 22300, the
successful bidder may substitute certain securities for
funds withheld by the Town to ensure performance
under the Contract.
The Contract will be awarded to the responsible
bidder submitting the lowest responsive bid on the
base bid alone. The Town reserves the right to waive
any informality or irregularity in a bid. The Town of
Mammoth Lakes reserves the right to reject any and/
or all bids, or to utilize any alternative procedures authorized by the Public Contract Code Sections 20166
and 20167. Submission of a bid shall be deemed
conclusive evidence that the bidder has thoroughly
examined the plans, specifications and the site of all
work and the bid takes all costs into account. Each
bid shall remain good for a minimum of sixty (60)
days after bid opening.
The Town requests that all potential bidders return a
bid even if they are not going to bid. Mark the bid as
“No Bid”.
Pursuant to Public Contract Code section 3400, if
the Town has made findings designating certain
materials, products, things or services by specific
brand or trade name, such findings and the materials,
products, things or services will be set forth in the
Special Provisions.

Because the work involves federal funds or otherwise
requires compliance with the Davis-Bacon Fair Labor
Standards Act, the successful Bidder and all of its subcontractors shall pay the higher of the state or federal
prevailing wage rates.

Pursuant to Public Contract Code section 7201, the
Town has made a determination that the project described herein is substantially complex, and therefore
retention of 5% will be withheld from payment until
after the work is complete.

Pursuant to Labor Code sections 1725.5 and 1771.1,
all contractors and subcontractors that wish to bid
on, be listed in a bid proposal, or enter into a contract
to perform public work must be registered with the
Department of Industrial Relations. Because the
grant follows federal procedures, the successful Bidder and its subcontractors shall be properly registered
by the time the Contract is awarded. No contract will
be entered into without proof of the contractor’s and
subcontractors’ current registration with the Department of Industrial Relations to perform public work.

Technical questions should be directed to Sierra
Shultz at the Office of the Town of Mammoth Lakes,
California, telephone (760) 965-3654 or fax (760)
934-7493. Oral clarifications are non-binding and any
changes shall be issued by written addenda only.
TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, CALIFORNIA
Jamie Gray, TOWN CLERK
DATED: May 26, 2017
TS # 2017-0110

TS # 2017-0109
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THE GODFATHER OF INDEPENDENT FILM

Lunch talks movies, the creative process, and film school with director, writer John Sayles
By Lunch
ohn Sayles, considered the “Godfather of Independent film,” according to Mammoth Lakes Film
Festival Director Shira Dubrovner,
will be the second recipient of the
Festival’s Sierra Spirit award. He will
be honored this Saturday evening
at an event which will also feature a
screening of his 1983 film “Baby, It’s
You.”
The lead actor in that film, Vincent
Spano, will also be in attendance.
The Sheet spoke with Sayles last
week about a variety of topics, including the casting of the leads in “Baby,”
Spano and Rosanna Arquette.
For both, it was their first lead role
in a motion picture.
Sayles said he had seen both actors
in other things. Spano, he recalled,
had been in a film called “Over The
Edge” with Matt Dillon.
“It was quite an elimination tourney,” said Sayles, who said Sean Penn,
Ray Liotta and Tom Cruise all read for
the part.
As for Arquette, in 1982, she had
earned an Emmy award nomination
for the TV film “The Executioner’s
Song,” about Gary Gilmore, who was
executed in Utah in 1977 by firing
squad for two murders. Norman
Mailer wrote a novel about it, which
was adapted into the TV film starring
Tommy Lee Jones.
For those who attend the screening Saturday night, Sayles said a rare
treat about the film is its soundtrack.
Because of the consolidation in the
music industry, it’s impossible now
for an independent film to acquire
the rights to the kinds of iconic songs
Sayles featured on “Baby, It’s You.”
How’s this lineup sound? Five tracks
by Bruce Springsteen. “Whiter Shade
of Pale” by Procul Harum, “Strangers
in the Night” by Frank Sinatra, “Unchained Melody” by the Righteous
Brothers. “Stop! In the Name of Love”
by the Supremes and “Woolly Bully”
by Sam the Sham and the Pharaohs.

J

There’s really no simple way to
describe the 66-year old Sayles. He’s
impossible to pin down because his
accomplishments and range of interest are so varied. He’s been Oscarnominated twice as a screenwriter,
but has also been nominated for a
National Book Award in fiction.
There are plenty of interviews he’s
done which are posted online. In particular, there is a 2013 interview on
the website thedissolve.com where
Sayles talks about the 12 films which
most influenced his career.
In the interview, he talks about
growing up in upstate New York.
“Back in those days, you couldn’t get
movies on video, so if you were going
to see a movie more than once, you
really had to pay attention to find
it. And then the stations might cut
different scenes, or it might be in a
different format. There were movies, like King Kong, that I really liked,
and might have seen five times over
a 15-year period. I didn’t live near a
revival house or anything. I grew up
in Schenectady, New York, and there
was an art theater that was too far
away. I also was Catholic growing up,
and once a year, we all stood up and
pledged not to go to movies that the
Catholic Church had condemned,
and that extended to, “Don’t even go
to the theater where those movies
play.” So even though there was an
arthouse within a 20-minute drive
from home, my parents never went
there, and I didn’t have a car, so I
never saw any of those movies.”
The Sheet used this as a starting
point in its brief phone conversation
with Sayles last week.
Sheet: Does on-demand access for
content affect artistic development?
Sayles: If you’re really into film,
well, it’s great for you. But for me,
growing up, it could be years before I
saw that movie, or heard that song …
I don’t think it affects artistic development, but it does affect attention

Rosanna Arquette and Vincent Spano in “Baby, it’s you.” The film screens on Saturday, May 27 at the USFS Welcome Center in Mammoth.

span. People are more used to multitasking.
Sheet: When it comes to attention
span, does it affect how you write?
What do you think when you watch
some of your old movies? Do they
stand up? Are they too slow?
Sayles: It affects how I write for
other people. I’m probably not quite
as subtle.
When he goes back over his old
movies, Sayles added that it’s not the
pacing that bothers him. “There were
things I didn’t like then [when making the films],” he says. These are the
same things that bother him now.
Sheet: Can an aspiring filmmaker
learn as much from a bad movie as a
good one?
Sayles, who said he attended the
same film school Quentin Tarantino
did (i.e. none) replied, “I start to see
the dialogue type on the page. The
notes from the studio executive’s
desk …”

His advice: Turn the sound off.
Watch where the camera goes and
keep asking why. Is the story being
told by the way the camera moves?
Sheet: We read that the 1948 film
“The Treasure of the Sierra Madre”
was one of your all-time favorites. In
a recently published memoir, Stanley
Weiss talked about seeing the movie
and then literally traveling down to
Mexico to become a gold miner. Did
the film similarly inspire you?
Sayles chuckled. Not quite to that
degree, he said, but “movies do inspire people to do crazy things … like
make movies.”
Sayles’ film “Baby It’s You” screens
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at the USFS
Welcome Center in Mammoth. The
screening will be followed by a Q & A
session with the director and the presentation of the Sierra Spirit award. As
of Thursday, there were a few tickets
remaining for this event.

FOREVER CREEPY
By Lunch

Robert Berchtold and Jan Broberg.

“

Forever B” is a film that will
haunt any man with a 12-year old
daughter.
Oh hell. I have 12-year old daughter.
What was Shira Dubrovner thinking
when she suggested I review this film!
Forever B is a documentary set in
a Latter Day Saints (Mormon) community in Pocatello, Idaho in the
1970s. The Brobergs are a happy,
unassuming family with three young
daughters. The Berchtolds, who have
five children, move into the community. Robert Berchtold, the 38-year old
father, develops an unnatural interest
in 12-year old Jan Broberg.
And he’ll go to any lengths to be
with her.
We live in a far more fearful and distrustful age. Anyone who grew up in
the ‘70s in the suburbs or a small town
can recall a time where kids could
roam freely around the neighborhood, literally stop by friends’ homes

uninvited, ride one’s bike anywhere
and everywhere. There were no cellphones to keep track of us. And no
deep suspicions of our neighbors.
As you watch this movie, you’ll
wonder how folks in the ‘70s could all
be so naive while at the same time, if
you lived through the ‘70s, being wistful about the loss of innocence.
As I watched this movie, my wife
could hear me talking back to the
screen on multiple occasions. “Wait,
what, no!” She then came over to see
what I was watching. She then literally
forgot about her chores, and sat down
next to me.
The twists and turns in the narrative, and the heartfelt and completely
honest and vulnerable interviews
given by the family make this a film
you just can’t turn away from, and
won’t easily forget.
MLFF screening at 8 p.m. Friday at
the USFS theater. Tix: $12
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CARTEL BALLAD BLUES

By Giles
lancho, directed and produced
by Chris Valdes and Ted Griswold, is a story about a band,
called Los Plebes de Olancho, who
are renowned for their cartel ballads,
a genre of music known locally as
“narco-corrido.” As frontman Manuel,
whose last name is never revealed, tells
viewers, “Los Plebes” are the region’s
farmers, who struggle to survive.
According to the film’s website, Olancho is “the most lawless province in
Honduras, the most murderous country
in the world.” In the opening scene of
the film, Manuel, the band’s front man
and primary songwriter, tells a radio
host on air that, “Olancho is famous for
its machetes and guns … They say in
Olancho: ‘Enter if you want, leave if you
can,’ and it’s true.”
The region is also known for its lush
mountains conducive to growing coffee, and its low valleys, where ranching
is the predominant industry. About ten
years ago, that same landscape made it
a popular last stop for planes smuggling
cocaine into the United States. Now, it’s
run by cartels. All the main characters
carry guns in their belt loops, and it’s
impossible to book a gig if you don’t
have a cartel ballad in your repertoire.
At one point, Manuel explains that farm
workers make less than $5 per day in
Olancho, and that singing cartel ballads is a dangerous but effective way of
making money and music. Olancho is a
collection of stories from the two years
Griswold and Valdes spent following the
musicians from their remote mountain village to performances at rowdy
“narco-parties” hosted by the most
powerful drug lords in Latin America.
Los Plebes de Olancho are a compelling set of characters. Manuel’s brother
manages the band, but spends most of
his days working for his father and playing with his kids. Orlin, the accordion
player, sings folk songs for their grandmother, but steals away in the night to
perform solo for drug lords who pay
him in cash and cocaine, which his
brothers say allows him to play accordion for 10 hours at a time.
Eventually, Manuel is forced to flee
Olancho or die after he writes a hit ballad for one cartel and the rival threatens
to kill him if he can’t write an equally
popular hit for them. He makes his way,
harrowingly, through Mexico to the
United States, where he spreads mulch
and cleans bar rooms. He sings ballads about the people he meets instead
of the cartels, and hopes to someday
return to Olancho and to his family.

O

At the end of the film, Manuel is
shown singing folk songs at a radio station. He introduces them, saying, “This
is for all my people in Olancho,” and
sings, “My beloved land of Olancho,
that land of happiness, land of my life,
land that taught my heart to be free and
that taught me how to lose…”
The film is characterized by a vibrant
sense of humor, delivered by its subjects. They laugh and sing, greet each
other with joy, and drive around town
in a van with a loud speaker and a flamboyant announcer, coercing people to
come to their shows.
The movie will screen at 2:30 p.m. on
Saturday, May 27 at the USFS Theater.
Tickets are $12 at the door.

PHOTO: INDIEWIRE

Orlin, the accordion player for Los Plebes de Olancho, performs a cartel ballad for families at a county fair as cartel members watch, machine guns in hand.
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ICSOS SUPERSTARS SERVICE ABOVE SELF
Lion Dieter Fiebiger celebrated at Rotary fundraiser

O

n Thursday, May 18, the Inyo
County Board for the Superintendent of Schools held
its 2017 Community Star Awards at
Cerro Coso Community College in
Bishop. The award honors parents,
community members and businesses that have shown great commitment to improving the lives of students and teachers in Inyo County.
Each school uses its own criteria in
deciding whom to honor. The only
requirement was that honorees must
not be employed in any fashion by
the school district. Most honorees
would be an intrepid school volunteer, a generous benefactor or a business that supports the school.
Each honoree received a bouquet
of flowers, and a glass Star Award

after principals and superintendents
from each school or school district
made a short statement about the
honoree.
This year’s list of awardees:
Big Pine Unified School District:
Paula and Mike Carrington; Owens
Valley Unified School District: Bruce
Mather, Alice Hay and Megan Leon;
Home Street Middle School: Eddie
Davis; Palisades Glacier High School:
Curt Mulder; Round Valley JESD: Erin
Boehme; Bishop Elementary School:
Emilee Norcross; Bishop Union
High School: Bishop Lions Club; and
Countywide Recipients: Julie Faber
and Chris Ellis with Coso Geothermal Operating Company.
			
			
—James

Congratulations to Dieter Fiebiger, member of the Mammoth Lakes Lions Club, who
was awarded the “Service Above Self” honor at the Rotary Club of Mammoth Lakes’
fundraiser on Satudray, May 20. The event raised money for Rotary’s new scholarship
and mentoring program, which is available to Mammoth High School students.
The 2016 recipient, Calvin Forsythe, will have his tuition fully funded by the Mammoth Lakes Rotary Foundation upon successful completion of his Bachelor’s degree.
Forsythe plans to transfer to a four-year school from community college.
Photo, from left to right: Marlene and Dieter Fiebiger with Rotarian Sheryl Saari.
Photo courtesy of Dave Easterby.
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HORRORSCOPES
By Clou d s M cC lou d

Taurus: Since May is National
Masturbation Month, this would be
a good time to make some time for
yourself. Since this also just so happens to be a key for the next year of
your life, your birthday gift to yourself should be to do at least one thing
every day that your future self will be
proud of and another your current
self will be pleased with, and after
which may need a nap.
Gemini: A new study has revealed
that smoking marijuana is actually
beneficial for brains as we age. If
you’re looking for better news than
this you should probably live someplace besides California, Oregon,
Washington, or Colorado for that
matter. But what really matters is
your attitude. If you start your day
by appreciating your life you’ll easily
find more reasons to do so. Therefore
your new theme song comes from
Simplified: “So come on, let’s get it
right, now. So come on let’s get inside
now. Everything will be alright when
we spark the flame.”
Cancer: There’s a decent chance that
the Buddha was actually a Cancerian, not an Aries, especially since
he said stuff like your life’s motto:
“Believe nothing, no matter where
you read it or who has said it, not
even if I have said it, unless it agrees
with your own reason and your own
common sense.”
Leo: Leos are in the midst of the

birth of new life. Since births can be
uncomfortable and messy affairs of
pure joy and love, please remember
these lines From the Dalai Lama:
“Great love and great achievements
require great risks.” And from George
Bernard Shaw “Life isn’t about
finding yourself, it’s about creating
yourself.”
Virgo: People who send sexts regularly report that they’re more happy
overall with their sex lives than
people who don’t, especially when
the recipient actually wants to see
photos of your Kibbles and Bits.
A new study has shown that alcohol, when taken in moderation, is
a better pain reliever than aspirin.
Therefore, it looks like your advice
is to send more nudes and to drink
more. Perhaps this helps explain
why Clouds got all Cs on the way to a
psychology degree.
Libra: Here is your advice for the
spring: 1) Don’t let the bastards get
you down. 2) Always give all you’ve
got, unless you’re donating blood. 3)
Never trust anyone who doesn’t like
at least one song from fellow Libra,
Snoop Dogg. 4) Courtesy of Snoop
Dogg, “You might not have a car or
big gold chain, stay true to yourself
and things will change.”
Scorpio: Self-acceptance is a very
important thing for Scorpios to work
on. To help with this, please remember the following: A) The most

TRAIL DAYS
2017 SUSTAINABLE RECREATION

SAVE THE DATE AND JOIN US FOR TRAIL DAYS!
Join the Town of Mammoth Lakes in partnership with Inyo National
Forest for this season’s volunteer Trail Days events along with a special
two-day workshop on the Mammoth Lakes Trail System

NEW TRAILS!

ns Area Recreation Plan
Sherwi

JUL 1

Mammoth Rock Trail Connector

JUL 8&9

NEW

“Developing SMARTER Trails”
Workshop

AUG 5

Meadow Trail Connector

SEPT 16

Lakes Basin Cleanup

NEW

Volunteers of all ages and abilities are welcome!
PLEASE DRESS FOR TRAIL WORK:

Sturdy, close-toed shoes, long pants
and gloves. All tools will be provided.

FOR DETAILS ABOUT TRAIL DAYS:

Visit mltpa.org
E-mail traildays@mltpa.org

important ingredient in finding love
is to have it for yourself. B) You don’t
need to be perfect. Our lives aren’t
defined by a pimple or paunch or being bad at things like math or skiing.
C) When things ain’t adding up, it’s
time to start subtracting.
Sagittarius: In case you’re looking to
improve your love life, and everyone
should be, please follow this advice:
Wear more yellow and orange, as
these colors help promote social
harmony. Remember that couples
who play naked hide and go seek
together, stay together. And quote
Blake Shelton: “My eyes are the only
thing I don’t want to take off of you.”
Capricorn: There are basically three
things that prevent us from fulfilling
our dreams: fear, laziness and lack
of patience. Therefore, please work
on ridding yourself of this ineffective
trifecta. The Stars are reporting that
if you can, they’ll not only help you
achieve your dreams, they’ll throw
in some happy endings while they’re
at it.
Aquarius: With the national government acting like an unorganized mess, it’s easy to feel a little
depressed right now. But there’s
no need to, because once you stop
looking at what’s wrong with life,
you can’t help but start seeing what’s
right about it. Life is a gift, for crying
out loud. And just in case you think
the great creator doesn’t want you to

be happy, then please explain beer,
baseball, and orgasms?
Pisces: The good news is that the
Stars have just started to do some
work on your house. They plan on
shoring things up and relieving some
of your worries. The bad news is that
they have a Union, which demands
that they get a couple of long coffee
breaks/safety meetings, cocktails
after work and that you thank them
at least twice a day.
Aries: This much we know is true:
The best things in life aren’t things.
Most of things we worry about never
happen. The girls on the ads for the
strip joint are never the girls working
in the strip joint. When in doubt, it
sometimes it helps to mumble. Stop,
drop and roll doesn’t work very well
in Hell.

PERSONALS
I see ... that May is National Masturbation month. Shoot, it’s amost over. Better
get to work!
I hope to meet you ... at the Film Festival because you are one of my favorite
directors and I’d love to experience your
visual creativity in my singlewide. Did I
mention I have a waterbed? We could do a
scene from Butt Pirates of the Caribbean!
In search of ... a walk-on part in the war,
but will accept a lead role in your cage.
I hope to see you ... at the Mule Days
parade. In honor of Trump, I’m gonna
make it a Moscow Mule Days parade.

