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Mike Fiebiger, Larry Jenkins, Jamie Dudley and T.J. Schau won the
Cancer Outreach golf tourney, posting a record 17-under score. More
photos on page 21.
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DETWILER
FIRE
FELT
LOCALLY
Mariposa County fire pushes residents and smoke east
By Rea

T

he smoke descending
on the Eastside this
week is from the massive Detwiler fire burning
on the outskirts of Yosemite
National Park, which has, as
of press time, burned 70,000
acres and destroyed 45 structures. The fire is currently
larger geographically than the
city of Seattle and ten percent
contained.
The fire, which began near
Lake McClure in Mariposa
County on July 16, doubled in
size on Tuesday night July 18,
and then again on Wednesday, July 19. The entire town
of Mariposa, the gateway to
Yosemite National Park on
Highway 140, has been evacuated—fire crews are holding
the line a mile outside of the
historic town. California Governor Jerry Brown declared a
state of emergency for Mari-

posa County on Tuesday.
Other communities have
been evacuated as well, currently displacing about 5,000
residents, some have whom
have taken refuge on the
Eastside.
“We just had to leave our
chickens roaming free,” said
Ryan Alonzo, who was camping out at a friend’s house in
Mammoth after his home in
Midpines was evacuated. He
said his landlord had snuck in
on Wednesday, July 19 to try
and rescue a few items from
their home, and reported that
the fire was incredibly close
to the property, located off
of Highway 140 on the road
to Yosemite. “I hope we don’t
come home to BBQ chicken,”
said Alonzo.
Visitors to Yosemite have
cancelled reservations due
to the smoky haze which has
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If they flew into Mammoth, they’d be on vacation now. Highway 140
into Yosemite National Park is currently closed due to the massive
Detwiler Fire. The fire has already displaced residents of Coulterville,
Mariposa, Greeley Hill and at times has cut off cell phone and power
service to Yosemite. Here, a hazy Half Dome visible through smoke.
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descended upon the Valley—visitorship to the iconic
National Park has been at
record numbers this spring
and summer due to the raging waterfalls, the result of a
massive snowpack.
The wetter-than-average
winter has also contributed
fuel to the fire. Though there
is still snow on the ground
in the high Sierra, the lower
elevations on the western
slopes of the range have
been dry for months, and the
chest-high vegetation resulting from excess water is now
tinder.
Jordan Motta, a fire captain and Cal Fire spokesman,
told the Los Angeles times
that the vegetation has created fire conditions that “we
haven’t seen in the last seven
or eight years.”
In a comment thread on
the online travel site TripAdvisor, concerned visitors to
Yosemite asked what good
alternatives might be to visiting Yosemite Valley, which
lost power on Tuesday, July
18 for several hours. Cell
phone service has also been
affected in the Park, as have
its views—heavy smoke has
been flowing into the park,
especially later in the afternoons, according to employees. Raining ash is also
affecting visibility.
One commenter suggested
Calaveras Big Trees State
Park (Calaveras County) and
the Gold Country. Another
advised that Tuolumne
Meadows, Mono Lake, and
Bodie were worth seeing, but
noted that Devils Postpile
National Monument remains
closed. Inyo National Forest
Public Information Officer
Deb Schweizer announced
that the Reds Meadow Road
to that monument will open
on Friday, July 21.

ammoth’s Town
Council voted 4-0,
with Council member Bill Sauser absent, to authorize the issuance of bonds
to refinance the Town’s debt
in the Mammoth Lakes Land
Acquisition, LLC (MLLA)
settlement agreement.
The resolution, adopted
Wednesday, July 19, authorized Town staff to continue
the refinancing process.
However, currently it is unknown what bond rating the
Town might achieve upon
reassessment, said Marty
Johnson, the Town’s financial
advisor.
Johnson said that analysts
from financial services company Standard & Poor’s are
willing to come to Mammoth
Lakes to possibly reassess
its bond rating, which most
recently was put at BBB+
in 2015, according to Town
Manager Dan Holler.
“I am thrilled they are will-

M

ing to come here,” said Johnson. “It will make for a much
more effective presentation.”
He said that recent developments, such as the Downtown Revitalization project,
the Mammoth Base Land
Exchange, and the purchase
of Mammoth Mountain by
Aspen-KSL, may influence
the analysts to upgrade
Mammoth’s rating.
“I think we have a really good story to tell,” said
Johnson. “It depends on how
much they want to punish
you for what happened 8-10
years ago.”
He said that physically
bringing the analysts to
Mammoth would give them
“an understanding of what
they were really rating. And I
think that’s the benefit.”
The hope is that Mammoth
could achieve an “A-minus”
rating, and, “assuming we can
get to [that] rating, we could

Ultimate folly
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Mammoth Police Chief Al Davis photobombed this shot of Kevin
O’Connell, Ann Ward, and Michelle Goulet at the Food & Wine
Experience on Saturday, July 15. For more photos, see p. 12-13.

TOWN HOPES TO UP
ITS BBBOND RATING
By Rea
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Six people over the past two weeks.
That’s how many people have walked into the offices at Mono County
Behavioral Health seeking help with opioid addiction.
13 people over the past four years.
That’s how many people have died from drug-related overdoses since
2013 according to Mono County’s Director of Behavioral Health Robin
Roberts.
19. That’s the number of children in 2015-2016 who had parents that
sought treatment at Mono County Behavioral Health for methamphetamine and heroin addiction.
And yet, Mono County now holds the dubious distinction of being the
only County in California which does not have a Narcotics Enforcement
team.
As Roberts said this week, “Who’s going to have to die for people to start
paying attention?”—implying that it will take the death of someone wellknown locally for the spike in substance abuse issues to truly register.
Mono County District Attorney Tim Kendall addressed a joint meeting of
Mammoth Lakes Town Council and Mono County Supervisors on Tuesday, July 18 to talk about the demise of MONET (Mono County Narcotics
Enforcement Team).
He said that prior to 2011, MONET was funded in equal measure by the
Town, County, Mono County Probation and the Mono County DA’s office.
The airport litigation settlement caused the Town (Mammoth Lakes Police Department) to back out in 2011.
A shortage of deputies caused the County (Sheriff’s Office) to pull the
plug in 2014.
Probation, as discussed in Bodine’s story last week, has changed philosophical direction and is spending its resources elsewhere.
That left just one person in the DA’s office holding the whole thing together.
Kendall said that he can no longer have just one person doing the job
without help. “The cases are too big and too dangerous [to handle] without
backup.”
Despite having just one member, Kendall said there were 132 cases
opened last year. This compares with 339 cases in 2011, pre-Town defection.
However, of those 132 cases, 44% involved additional crimes, including
four shootings.
Kendall said that historically, only 15% of cases involve multiple crimes,
so the trend is troubling.
73% of last year’s cases originated in Mammoth Lakes.
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Police Chief Al Davis said that it would cost $180,000 for the Town to get
back in the game and dedicate one officer to MONET.
According to Kendall, Sheriff Ingrid Braun said the County would participate if the Town participates.
As Kendall noted, the Town whittled its officer level from 17 to 11 in the
wake of its near-bankruptcy in 2011.
For the past seven years, that staffing level has remained static, meaning,
to quote the great philosopher Bon Jovi, we’ve been “living on a prayer”
ever since.
Councilman Bill Sauser claims the Town does not have the resources to
fund the position.
Which is an absolute lie. The Town has the resources—just not the political will. And that’s on Sauser, Wentworth, Richardson, Fernie and Hoff. And
it will be on them every day until they get something done.
There were a lot of excuses on Tuesday. The Town doesn’t know if it can
commit to hiring an extra officer on a full-time basis. What if there’s an
economic downturn?
Of course, this hasn’t seemed to pervade their thinking when it comes to
building baubles which will have plaques in the entryway with their names
on them.
As Mayor Wentworth said candidly, “We have not been apprised really of
the unintended consequences of what the Police Department shortage [of
sworn officers] has wrought.”
Well, you’ve just been apprised. So ...
As Mono County Supervisor Bob Gardner said, “I don’t see how we walk
away from this. We need to direct staff to come back to us with an alternative [to disbanding MONET] ... what is more important than this from a
priority standpoint? It goes to essence of protecting our quality of life.”
As Kendall added, “I’m struggling to tell people why I can’t bust the guy
who’s selling drugs to their kids.”
---Also at the meeting Tuesday, Town Finance Director Rob Patterson said,
“Personally, I don’t believe there are millions out there in unpaid [Transient
Occupancy] tax. I spend 50% of my time on that [tax collection].” Patterson
said he believes there is very little tax collection loss.
This is contradicted by boatloads of anecdotal stories of people renting out places and having two sets of forms—one set goes to the Town
and claims the place is being rented for more than 30 days and is exempt
from TOT. The second set goes to the renter and is designated for a shorter
duration. Unless the renter squawks—and why would the renter squawk,
they’re probably getting a better rate—watchdogs like Mr. Patterson will be
none the wiser.
At Mammoth’s Town Council meeting on Wednesday, Council discussed
the 2016-17 Mono County Grand Jury Report, which “followed up on a
recommendation from a previous Grand Jury about Town’s TOT collection
and operations” said Town Attorney Andy Morris (it also discussed conflict
of interest issues on Town Council).
Council did not agree with the Jury’s assertion that 10-40% of TOT goes
uncollected.
“We keep hearing that there’s millions of dollars laying out there... we
haven’t really found evidence that that exists,” said Town Manager Dan
Holler. “I would say that to really look at a full-time body in the TOT element is currently not a priority at that level.”
“I personally do think that there is 10-40% of TOT that goes uncollected,”
said Councilmember Cleland Hoff.
However, Council approved 4-0 on Wednesday a statement which read
“the Town does not believe the statements in the Grand Jury Report that
10-40 percent of TOT goes uncollected are substantiated.”
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LETTERS
“Fatal flaw” for Walk, Bike, Ride
Dear Editor:
Thanks for a good article on the
PEDC on the draft 2.0 “Walk, Bike,
Ride” concept report. I agree with
Commissioner Eckert’s comment on
the importance of land rather than
more “three-ring binders”, as my
specific recommendation pertained
to the importance of the Village
transit hub being located on the
Hillside lot, north of the Westin.
It is town-owned land dedicated
to parking, with approved plans for
a 300-space parking structure, and
customer-friendly for the Village,
gondola, and especially for the Lakes
Basin trolley.
It is time to begin a construction
funding process, and I specifically
recommended requiring any developer in the Village requesting
height/density/parking exceptions
to contribute to a dedicated reserve
account for the Hillside structure,
and also to the reserve account for
MLH.
For example, the recently-approved Hillside development (south
of the Westin) was granted more
density, as I recall, but I don’t know
that anything was given to the Town
in return for these additional demands on parking and housing. i
asked that the PEDC recommend to

Town Council such a trade-off in the
future.
Unfortunately, the 2.0 draft doesn’t
mention the Hillside town-owned
lot, nor show it in any of the diagrams. It doesn’t appear that the
consultant reviewed the North Village Specific Plan at all. The consultant’s preferred transit hub location
is the least customer-friendly for
major Village retail, gondola, and
Lakes Basin Trolley.
It causes even more traffic congestion at Forest Trail and Minaret (two
pedestrian crossings with no signal
or roundabout), eliminates much
of the only park in this part of town,
placing a huge structure next to a

residential area.
The Lakes Basin Trolley resolved
the major auto congestion of the
1990s/early 2000s, and is accessed
just below the Hillside parking lot.
It has been a great success, along
with the Lakes Basin bike path.
The 2.0 draft shows a new “Major Lakes Basin Transit Hub” with
8 parking spaces at the Twin Lakes
overlook.
The lack of parking would encourage more (not fewer) cars to drive
to that “major hub”, and either turn
around to return to the Village, or
worse yet, continue into the Lakes
Basin, recreating the horrific traffic
jams that were seen before the trol-

ley began.
I see this as a “fatal flaw” that must
be corrected, doubting that the Forest Service was made aware of this.
I also recommend that the MMSA
Main Lodge be designated a major
(not minor) transit hub, especially
in light of the land exchange now in
progress and the valuable commercial services that it provides in both
the winter and summer seasons.
Sandy Hogan
Mammoth Lakes

see LETTERS, page 5
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LETTERS

BONDS

continued from page 4
Mammoth’s ultimate folly

continued from page 1

Government to serve the citizens

Dear Editor:

Dear Editor:

First and foremost, let me thank Cleland Hoff for abstaining from the MUF
vote and seeing it for what it is; Mammoths Ultimate Folly. Oh wait, that
would be the airport litigation that is
millions of dollars per year in payments
for nothing. This town already has a
multi-use facility. It consists of a skateboard park, soccer field, horseshoes,
volleyball, basketball, frisbee golf,
walking and mountain bike trails, softball fields, picnic area with restrooms
and even a concession stand that sells
food. In the winter, year-round access
to cross country skiing, snowshoeing,
snowmobiling. There is ample parking
too, surrounded by forest.
It’s called Shady Rest. An ice rink
would just be “icing” on the cake.
It boggles my mind that the Town
Council would go ahead and destroy
the last passive, natural park in Mammoth. A small piece of land bordered
by residential housing on 2 sides, a
kiddie park on one, and a beautiful
creek is going to be plowed under; trees
felled. Where’s the Lorax when you
need him? And the topper is that this
not so needed project, in the wrong
location, is going to cost well over $10
million!
I hear the Town has a shortage of
police. Due to no financial help from
the TOML, there will no longer be a
narcotics division.
I hear the town is woefully inadequate on employee housing, There
will be an incredible shortage, causing
drastic measures such as living/camping in the woods.
And the Town chooses to spend all
this money on an ice rink!? How about
trying to keep teachers here? How
about raising funds to re-model the
antiquated high school? The current ice
rink location lease would have helped.
This project will forever be in the red
financially; a true “white elephant.”
I attended meetings, wrote letters
and this looks like the last. If they ask
to, I will take my friends and family
to walk in the last little piece of open
land left where the Spirit of Mammoth
seems to reside....the Diaper Forest.

Thanks to the Sheet for its review
of the meeting at John’s Pizza, “Less
Talkie, More Walkie” that discussed
plans for revitalizing Main St.
This is a big deal, as in many ways,
Mammoth is not meeting the challenge
of being an outdoor resort in the 21st
century.
What I’m talking about is that when
visitors arrive in Mammoth and drive
up Main St. (our version of the 405
freeway), they see parking lots with
cars in them, pretty much exactly what
they drove out of L.A. five hours before,
trying to get away from.
This kind of view is just not going
to cut it in our competitive vacation
economy. What tourists want to see,
as John Wentworth described so well,
is people walking around, people on
bikes, people eating outdoors under
umbrellas, people talking to each other,
having a good time, pushing baby carriages, recreating! Right now on Main
St. there isn’t much sign of people recreating because there’s no real place for
people. But the big, exciting news we
heard at that meeting was that Sandra
Moberly and Haislip Hayes of the Town
Planning Department had somehow
persuaded the State of California to
give us $2.6 million dollars to use for
putting in sidewalks on Main St. next
summer. I, and many others in Mammoth Lakes, have been advocating
sidewalks on Main St. for years, but
have always been told that there was
no money; between the airport and the
fluff, there were never any bucks left.
Unfortunately the article in The
Sheet attributed my excitement at the
meeting to Darin Dinsmore’s plans.
While I think Darin is a great guy with
terrific ideas that will, no doubt, be of
great benefit to Mammoth in years to
come, it’s hard too get worked up about
30 year plans. As I explained to Darin,
in thirty years, I don’t plan to be walking on Main St., I plan to be pushing up
daisies from under it, if the Town ever
gets around to planting some.
That said, the idea that in twelve
months we’ll have sidewalks and outdoor animation was great, but there
was something going on that I thought
was even more important.

John Hellestoe
Mammoth Lakes

see LETTERS, page 14

actually do very well comparable to the
[interest] rates” currently available for
bonds. “Once we’ve sold bonds ... at
that point the interest rate is locked in.”
The hope is that a refinance could
lower Mammoth’s current $2,000,000
annual payment, which is supposed to
be fully paid by 2036.
“Our last payment is still going to be
in Fiscal Year 2036,” said Johnson, but
“right now we can save money between
today and 2036.”
Johnson said this was the “primary opportunity to refinance this obligation
… we are hoping for savings of approximately $100,000 a year.”
However, there is a risk. Johnson,
who works for JNA Consulting, will
charge a one-time fee. Standard &
Poor’s analysts will also charge a fee,
and Johnson said their analysis would
probably be good for about six months.
After that, they would probably not
charge the “full rating fee” but would
likely charge something additional to
reassess. The estimated incurred costs,
if Mammoth does not proceed past
the rating indication, would likely be
about $60,000, according to the agenda
action sheet presented on Wednesday
night.
Another benefit to refinancing, said
Holler, is that the current payment
structure would change from once a
year (currently July 1) to twice, “which,
from a cash flow standpoint, is not a
bad thing.”
There would also be a “call feature”
on the debt structure, should interest
rates improve and allow the Town to do

I

5

another refinance, likely around the 10
year mark.
However, said Mayor John Wentworth, “the trend is [for interest rates]
to go up.”
Anderson said on Wednesday that
the whole country is in “uncharted
waters” due to the political climate.
“I think that my sense is, and this is
just me, is that the more the market
thinks Congress isn’t going to get much
accomplished, the more stable things
become in terms of interest rates.”
“I applaud that we’re tackling this,”
said Brent Truax in public comment.
“This is the biggest thing over our
heads.’ Truax also questioned whether
the Town could receive a financial
incentive for paying MLLA early, rather
than refinancing (which would mean
the Town was no longer in dealings
with MLLA, but instead the new bond
issuer).
Town Attorney Andy Morris said that
MLLA is willing to let the Town pay
early, but “they’re not inclined to give
us any discount for doing so.”
The tentative issuance schedule for
the estimated $26,000,000 judgement
refinancing bonds is to hold a rating
presentation on August 8, and receive a
rating indication on August 18, with an
actual rating issued on August 30.
The Council and Mammoth Lakes
Municipal Services Corporation would
adopt bond documents on August 16,
bond pricing would occur on September 26, and closing would take place on
October 10.

WEEKLY SPECIALS
BOWLING N BEATS: DJ Chronfucious. $4 Games, $2 Shoes.
Starts at 9PM.
2 For Tuesdays: Buy 1 game and get the 2nd FREE.
Pizza Special: $6 Small Cheese and Pepperoni Pizzas.
Wild Wednesdays: Be a kid all night, Bowl at the kid's price!
Following league play.

Ladies Night: Ladies bowl 2 games FREE. Includes shoe rentals.
Cosmic Bowling: 9pm to close.
Kids Bowl Free*: 2 game maximum with paying Adult, Noon to 5:00
Cosmic Bowling: 9pm to close.
Kids Bowl Free*: 2 game maximum with paying Adult, Noon to 5:00
* Kids 12 and under, 3 Kids per paying Adult.
EVENTS & TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

• OPEN DAILY •
3029 CHATEAU • 760.934.4200 • MAMMOTHROCKNBOWL.COM
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GROC-OUT BACK IN
By Rea

M

ammoth’s Town Council
voted 4-0, with Council
member Cleland Hoff
abstaining, to deny an appeal of the
Planning and Economic Development Commission’s decision that
the Grocery Outlet planned for Old
Mammoth Road would be categorically exempt pursuant to Section
15332, In-Fill Development Projects,
of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) guidelines.
The appeal had been made by
Sacramento-based Grundman Law
on behalf of an organization which
calls itself “Sustainable Mammoth
Lakes.” Grundman Law was represented by attorney Victoria Campbell of Bishop on Wednesday, July 19.
“I’m here this evening to urge
Mammoth Lakes to fully comply
with CEQA,” said Campbell. She said
that those filing the appeal are “concerned that the project proposed
may have significant impacts on the
physical and built environment of
Mammoth Lakes.”
The concerns were that the impacts of a grocery store are “unique
because of the high volume” of
customers. “The logistical needs dif-

fer from more typical retailers,” said
Campbell.
Campbell cited the loading and
unloading of product, the fact that
consumers are likely to make frequent trips, and said the 49 parking
spaces approved for the Grocery
Outlet would not be adequate. “Given the orientation of parking, there
may be queuing or cruising that will
increase emissions,” she said.
Another concern, Campbell said,
was that the proposed Grocery
Outlet would contribute to “urban
decay,” by creating a new building
when there are already storefronts
sitting vacant in Mammoth Lakes.
“The city is preparing to create a
sweeping entitlement that could
determine the nature of the micro
economy…[there are] currently sufficient vacant commercial spaces existing that the risk of creating more
dark spaces is substantial.”
Town Attorney Andy Morris said
that “we have to look at urban decay
as a part of [the] CEQA” process.
However, he said, “I’m not aware of
any cases that have addressed something as small as an 18,000-square
foot grocery store.”
Council’s vote on Wednesday
paved the way for Grocery Outlet
to continue plans to build in the
approximately 2-acre space on Old
Mammoth Road adjacent to the
Shell Station.
Town Attorney Morris said that
Wednesday’s vote “will start a 35 day
statute of limitations [on] whether
there will be further actions” taken
towards contesting the PEDC’s approval of the future grocery store.
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Mammoth Film Festival organizers don’t see what the big deal is

By Bodine

O

rganizers of the Mammoth
and Tanner Beard.
Film Festival finally returned
The Mammoth Film Festival
calls to The Sheet (see “What’s website shows Mammoth Mountain,
in a name?” June 29) to explain the
along with the Town of Mammoth
event and lack of concern for the
Lakes, as being a “partners” of the
event name being nearly identical to event.
the acclaimed Mammoth Lakes Film
Jimmy Huh, Director of AdvertisFestival. The Mammoth Lakes Film
ing at Mammoth Mountain, said
Festival has earned a coveted spot as that to the best of his knowledge,
one of the Top 50 Film Festivals by
no one at MFF has contacted the
MovieMaker Magazine.
marketing department. He said MFF
“Just because the name is one
could have talked to other people on
word apart, it doesn’t make a big
the mountain, but any partnership
difference,” said Toomik Mansoori, a or sponsorship connections would
co-founder of the event. “Mammoth eventually go through his office.
has a meaning too, it’s not just the
The festival already has some
name of a town or mountain.”
friends, like Paris Hilton, tweetLocals (not Mammoth Lakes Film
ing about the “epic new winter film
Festival organizer Shira Dubrovner)
festival in Cali!” Hilton tweeted that
have started a petition asking the
on July 7.
new festival organizers to change
The Mammoth Film Festival ran
the name. The petition, which can
from 2007-2010 before closing for
be found at www.
unknown reasons.
thepetitionsite.
Tanner Beard
com, says that the
had attended one
Mammoth Film
year and wanted
Festival will need
to take over the
Just because the name name. The festival
local volunteers
and maybe those
URL and name
is one word apart, it
volunteers could
came up for sale
convince the
“years ago” and
doesn’t make a big
group to change
Beard bought it,
difference.
the name. As of
Mansoori exJuly 19, there were
plained. He did
-Toomik Mansoori, Mammoth not specify when
138 supporters
Film Festival co-founder the name was
with 2,000 needed.
purchased or what
Mansoori said
price was.
there are dozens
The two have
of festivals in
the rights to the
New York and Los
name and the
Angeles that have
festival, according
the name of the
to Mansoori.
city in the title, and there is no conThe founders have worked in Holfusion. He added that “Mammoth is
lywood for years, Mansoori said, and
growing” and can easily handle two
many visited Mammoth Lakes as
festivals, if not more. Mansoori men- kids.
tioned several times that Mammoth
It will be more than a film festiis a quaint mountain town only four
val—it will be a dip into the culture
to five hours drive from Los Angeles. of the area, like Sundance or SouthHe said he was not concerned at
XSouthwest, Mansoori explained.
all if there is confusion with the two
The website touts skiing and snow
names. If filmmakers mistake one
during the day and world-class enfestival for another, it’s the fault of
tertainment at night. The inaugural
the filmmaker, Mansoori explained.
event is planned for February, 2018.
He never answered the question of
Screenings will be at the quaint,
whether he was concerned with the
two-screen Minaret Cinemas so
issues the organizers the Mammoth
people can see the movies on the
Lakes Film Festival have—the name. big screen. However, “we could have
Dubrovner said she welcomes a new built our own screens,” Mansoori
festival, even encourages another
explained.
festival, she just hopes that they
He said he’d be meeting with
change the name.
businesses in town over the next
Dubrovner is investigating litigafew months looking for support and
tion against the new festival organiz- sponsorships.
ers.
“Everyone in town is cooperating,
Mansoori said he would not anpointing us in the right direction,”
swer the question of whether two
said Mansoori. “It’s been a very welfestivals with nearly the same names coming experience.”
in a tiny town would make the town
appear unorganized.
Other organizers of the festival
include Theo Dumont, Daniel Sol,

“

”
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HOUSING
EXPERT TO SPEAK IN MAMMOTH
Dr. Bill Hettinger, who studies housing in resort communites, will share ideas—also, free tacos!
By Rea

A

s Mammoth Lakes Housing
prepares to move into phase
two of its Community Housing
Action Plan, the nonprofit will host
Dr. Bill Hettinger, who is an expert
on housing in resort communities, to
speak in Mammoth on Wednesday,
July 26.
Jennifer Halferty, Executive Director
of MLH, said that she was clearing a
bookshelf when she came across Hettinger’s book “Living and Working in
Paradise: Why Housing is too Expensive and What Communities Can Do
About It,” which was written about
ten years ago. She didn’t even know
how she’d come to possess it, but she
opened it up and started reading.
“It wasn’t anything I didn’t know,
but he puts it in a way that anybody
could pick it up and read it and get
it,” said Halferty. “A lot of books I read
about housing are so in the weeds,
but this was just really easy to digest.”
Halferty said MLH has never done
anything quite like this before, but
it seemed like a good way to garner
community interest in Mammoth’s
current housing crisis and possible
solutions. She said that MLH is using its “board development” funds
(Hettinger charges about $3,000 as a
speaker fee), which they often don’t
spend, to finance the event, which
will include a simultaneous Spanish interpreter and free refreshments
from Black Doubt Brewing and Latin
Market.
“We really wanted to get people
thinking about working together”
ahead of phase two of the Action Plan
developed by WSW Consulting (find
a link to Part 1 on The Sheet’s website
and Facebook page). “Let’s start tackling [this crisis], making sure we’re
looking for political will and community will,” said Halferty.
Community will, Dr. Hettinger says,
is what it will take to make headway
on the problem. Though Hettinger’s
book is a decade old, he says, he still
currently studies resort communities, what makes them unique, which
communities are “doing it right,” and
which have been left with no choice
but to bus in their workforce.
Hettinger told The Sheet this week
that he first started thinking about
the issue on a vacation to Mexico. He
and his wife were going to swim with
dolphins, and when they arrived at
their destination in Puerto Aventuras, “all of the Mexican workers were
getting off a bus and walking into this
community…for me, it posed two
questions. Where do these people
live? And did we take all of these
Mexicans and displace them?”
Hettinger has studied both mountain and beach communities, and
finds that they share many of the
same challenges—they’re remotely
located, they’re staffed with a lowwage workforce often made up of
a large immigrant population, and
they’re meccas for wealthy second
homeowners who compete with the
workforce for housing across all price
points.
“The problem with resort communities is it becomes too exclusive [to

live there]. There’s no adjoining area
to move to,” said Hettinger. “There’s
no Mammoth Lakes suburb that I
can move to and easily commute to
work.”
Hettinger said that he hopes to
share some of his experience and
knowledge with Mammoth Lakes
in order to move from the planning
stage to the action stage. “What I’ve
been asked to share is some of the
critical steps in getting from needs
assessment strategies … to what
you have to do do make a program
successful,” said Hettinger. “To move
from your needs assessment to ‘This
is how.’”
WSW Consulting’s needs assessment, published last week, found
what many Mammoth residents have
seen anecdotally—there is simply not
enough housing for current residents,
let alone those hoping to move to
town. The increase in employment
opportunities has not correlated with
an increase in available properties.
“Changes in the housing market,
employer and employment issues,
and community housing issues in
Mammoth Lakes since 2011 can be
summarized with one key indicator…480 jobs added since 2011, most
of which were added in the past two
years; 22 homes available to residents
added since 2011, all of which are
rentals,” states the assessment. “The
additional housing inventory is about
one tenth of what was needed.”
Those trying to find housing in
Mammoth don’t need an assessment
to tell them what they already know—
the housing stock is woefully inadequate, and the rise of platforms like
Airbnb and VRBO have exacerbated
the problem. Mammoth isn’t alone.
“The stat I cite is that in 2010, 8 percent of leisure travelers used [Short
Term Rentals],” Matt Kiessling, with
the Travel Technology Association
(funded by Airbnb, HomeAway, and
TripAdvisor), told Tom Vanderbilt in
Vanderbilt’s recent Outside Magazine
story, “Did Airbnb Kill the Mountain
Town?”
“By the end of 2016, that was
projected to be one in three,” said
Kiessling.
“What the internet and Airbnb
has done is created a lot more hotel rooms than you know about,”
said Hettinger. “That brings in more
people, it creates more demand for
workers” while simultaneously taking
homes off the market for those very
workers.
So where are the solutions? Hettinger says he looks to the examples
of resort communities who have been
successful in providing affordable
housing stock.
“Aspen is the poster child of doing
it right,” he says, noting that many
Colorado communities have implemented strategies for ensuring workforce housing is a priority. “In each
of these communities there’s a very
strong sense of community will and
political will…to make sure housing
is provided for the local workers. It’s
a transformation of culture. People
in those communities want to make

Dr. Bill Hettinger.
sure housing is provided.”
Hettinger says that, just like a position on taxes, politicians in these
communities often run on their position on housing.
“It proves a ballot issue in the
political process. You have to have a
position on housing when you run for
office.”
The Sheet asked Hettinger why
much of the low wage workforce isn’t
involved in discussions about the issue that affects them most.
He said that transient young people
often don’t have as much of an investment in the issue (“they’re fine living
in a house with five other friends
temporarily”), and immigrant populations are often at a language disadvantage or simply working too much

Quality Food at the
Foot of the Sierra
Bakery • Cafe • Community
Natural bakery
Breakfast/Lunch
Live music and dinner
served on Saturdays
Beer and wine
Family friendly
Indoor/outdoor seating
Located at the McGee Creek
Lodge, Crowley Lake

OPEN EVERY
THURSDAY–MONDAY
Thurs/Fri/Mon: 6:30am-2:00pm
Saturday: 6:30am-9:00pm
Sunday: 6:30am-3:00pm
Closed Tuesday/Wednesday

LIVE MUSIC – starts at 6pm
New on Sundays

“Hillbilly Jazz” tunes on the porch with
Jonathan Siebrandt and friends 12-3pm
7/22 – Milo Cagle
7/29 – Driftwood Creek
8/5 – Open Jam
8/12 – No Dinner Service
Closed for Private event
8/19 – Good Livin
8/26 – Derik Olson
1561 Crowley Lake Dr. Crowly Lake
760.914.2696
eastsidebakeshop@gmail.com
facebook.com/EastSideBakeShop

to attend public meetings (Halferty
hopes the Spanish translation will encourage more of Mammoth’s Latino
population to attend).
“Then you have this other population…[who have] kids, a family, and
those are the people who are the core
of your community. They traditionally
[serve] on your commissions. They’re
the ones who are the most effective”
at making policy changes happen.
“The question is where can [the
middle class] afford to live? If they
can’t afford to live in the community
they’ll leave and they’re replaced by
someone else,” said Hettinger. “Then
you can’t afford a nurse at the doctor’s
office because they can’t afford to live
here. You can’t afford a teacher. In
most communities, the middle class
can afford to live. In resort communities they can’t.”
Dr. Bill Hettinger, PhD, will speak
on Wednesday, July 26 at 6 p.m. at
the Forest Service Auditorium at the
Mammoth Lakes Welcome Center.
His talk will be simultaneously interpreted into Spanish. Free refreshments from Latin Market and Black
Doubt Brewing will be available.
For more information, visit www.
mammothlakeshousing.org or call
760.934.4740.
Learn more about Dr. Hettinger’s
work at www.prosperouscommunities.com.
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Inyo SAR goes three-for-two
Inyo County Search and Rescue
team participated in three successful
high-altitude rescue missions on the
weekend of July 15 and 16.
According to a press release from the
Inyo County Sheriff’s Office, the first
SAR mission involved a man stuck on
a cliff near Dragon Peak, above Independence. While descending a steep
rocky chute near the peak the evening
of Saturday July 15, the subject became
irreversibly stuck on a small ledge
and had no warm clothes or survival
equipment because his backpack had
fallen down the cliff earlier. Two Inyo
SAR members hiked through the night
on Saturday to his location, arriving at
the base of the cliff at 3:30 a.m. In the
dark, the rescue team climbed about
75 feet of technical rock using climbing equipment and lowered the hiker
to a snow field. The subject was cold
but uninjured, and was able to hike
out with the SAR team to the trailhead.
The second rescue mission was an
injured hiker on the north fork of Whitney near Boy Scout Lake on Sunday. A
male subject had fallen while hiking
Mt. Whitney, injuring his back. The
California Highway Patrol Central Division Air Operations H-40 helicopter
crew was able to land and evacuate the
injured hiker to safety.
The last mission was an injured male
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paraglider on the side of Mt. Tom near
Bishop. The victim crashed into the
side of the mountain while flying, sustaining serious trauma and multiple
broken bones. The CHP H-40 helicopter (already on the Eastside assisting
with the Mt. Whitney mission) inserted
an Inyo SAR member at the base of
Mt. Tom to hike in and provide medical care. However, due to the heat, the
H-40 was unable to fly to the crash
site. Late in the afternoon, a Chinook
helicopter from the California Army
National Guard flew from Stockton,
and was able to successfully hoist the
victim and the rescuer from the crash
location.

Inyo/Mono Ag report
Agriculture Commissioner Nathan
Reade presented the annual Crop and
Livestock to Mono County Supervisors
on Tuesday, July 18. The numbers for
2016 reflect the continuing drought
years with overall production down
11.3 percent. The cumulative loss of
the five year drought is 44.4 percent,
according to the report. The combined
production values of livestock and
field crops for Inyo and Mono counties was $44,155,000. Livestock prices
were down last year resulting in a 16
percent drop over 2015, from $9.5
million to $8 million. Alfalfa prices
dipped, too, resulting in a 12 percent

IN BIG PINE, HOPES OF RECLAIMING
WATER,
REPURPOSING LAND
By Jam es

A

s you drive into the small community of Big Pine along the 395
Hwy corridor, you cannot help
but notice a nice-sized, fenced-in, 5.6acre parcel of vacant land at the corner
of Bartell Road and the highway sitting right next to the Big Pine Unified
School District. Locals have noticed
it for quite some time, especially the
property’s lessee, the Big Pine Paiute
Tribe Reservation. The lessor is the
Los Angeles Department of Water and
Power and the property lacks irrigation
to be put to a useful purpose. Several
attempts by the tribe to force LADWP
to provide water to the parcel have met
with failure, so now, a novel approach
is being looked at by the Inyo County
Water Department: Watering the parcel
using recycled waste water thanks
to a $267,000 feasibility grant from
the California Department of Water
Resources.
Last week, on July 12, Inyo County’s
Water Department Mitigation Manager, Larry Freilich, put together a
community workshop to ask residents
what uses they would like to see on
the parcel. Joining the two-dozen or so
participants were consultants for RO
Anderson Engineering, out of Minden, Nevada, who is working with the
county to hopefully make the water
recycling plant turn into a reality.
Inyo County’s Water Department
secured a $267,000 grant to cover a feasibility study through the state Department of Water Resources. Mitigation
Manager Larry Freilich put the town
meeting together with consultants RO
Anderson Engineering, to get community input on potential end-uses
for the parcel should the county be

successful in its latest attempt to irrigate the property. ROAE has extensive expertise in wastewater recycling
and with helping its clients find grants
to help pay for wastewater recycling
plants.
Participants gave a host of possible uses which will be evaluated
that ranged from a driving range, a
Christmas tree lot or a ball park, to a
dog park, campground, or even (with
much greater treatment that currently
available) a fish farm. The creative list
will be narrowed down to five taking
into consideration maintenance costs
and operations, as well as economic
potential. The community will then get
to narrow the list down to three and
then to one, which should be a shovelready project that can then be used to
seek grants for construction.
If the Big Pine recycled wastewater
project proves successful, Freilich
hopes that the county can use it as way
to then provide additional water resources in the rest of the County. There
are limitations however. Most community service districts in the County
currently only treat wastewater that is
limited to uses other than for humans.
And while it can be used to water
plants, there are a host of restrictions
which would apply to how and when it
can be used.
According to Deb Murphy with
Sierra Wave News, one of the most
creative ideas was presented by BryAnne Vaughn, president of the BPCSD,
who suggested irrigation for hops in
support of a Big Pine brewery. It’s safe
to say, that while that idea might be
far-fetched, it’s clearly something local
beer-lovers could drink to.
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Alejandro Gutierrez.

loss. Reade noted that alfalfa is grown
on 0.5 percent of available lands but
accounts for 66.6 percent of field crop
economic output. Agriculture provides
449 jobs in both counties, seasonal and
year-round. He added there was loss to
pasture production due to Los Angeles Department of Water and Power’s
decision not to irrigate large swaths of
Long Valley.

Pharmacy burgler
A 20-year-old man has been positively identified as the suspect in
burglaries of four pharmacies in the
City of Yucaipa on July 3 and 4. Au-

thorities said that various medications
were stolen during the burglaries that
occurred within hours of each other,
according to 247headline.com.
During the investigation, detectives
also learned that the suspect, Alejandro Daniel Franco Gutierrez, was also
responsible for several other burglaries in Mammoth Lakes. Detectives are
seeking the whereabouts of Gutierrez,
who has an active felony warrant for
his arrest relating to these crimes.
Authorities believe that he may be in
the Mammoth Lakes or Ventura areas
where he has family.

Missing Hiker
Linda Solomon was separated from
her hiking companions on July 18.
Their route was a two night trip from
the Green Lake trailhead out of South
Lake to the North Fork trail via Baker
Creek. Solomon is 5 feet tall and 100
pounds. She has black shoulder length
hair and brown eyes. Her clothing
consists of a light blue long sleeve
shirt, dark blue rain jacket, and blue/
grey backpack. She is described as a
cautious and experienced hiker. If anyone has seen Mrs. Solomon or has any
information that can assist this search
please contact Sheriff’s Dispatch at
760.878.0383.

INYO SUPES APPROVE PARKING CHANGES
By Ja mes

O

n Tuesday, the Inyo County
Board of Supervisors, in an anticlimactic ending to a parking
controversy involving a mobile business in Lone Pine, officially approved
amendments to its county-wide
parking ordinance after several weeks
of discussions that will restrict mobile
businesses from taking unfair advantage of the County’s parking regulations to conduct business on a public
street out of parking spaces. The new
restrictions on parking most notably
effects the business district of Lone
Pine and in certain residential streets
in Independence.
The new amendments allow no
parking on a county right-of-way
within 100 feet of its intersection
with Highway 395 for more than four
consecutive hours between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. on certain streets
and roads, and a height restriction of
seven-feet placed on certain types of
vehicles.
Interestingly, the mobile business
operation that operated rent-free out
of three public parking spaces on the
public right of way on Mt. Whitney
Road from a 30-foot aluminum trailer
in Lone Pine, is no longer there. Attempts to contact Whitney Gear (aka.
Two Foot Adventures) about their current whereabouts were unsuccessful.
Some local businesses considered
the mobile business an existential
threat to the local economy, while others felt the threat was overblown.
Parking will now be limited to four
hours between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. on
certain roads or streets in the business section of Lone Pine off Highway
395 within 100 feet of U.S. Highway
395 (Main Street). The roads or streets
affected are West Post Street, East Post

Street, Whitney Portal Road, West and
East Willow Street.
Another change is the addition of
a parking restriction between 2 a.m.
and 6 a.m. to make enforcement on
commercial vehicles with a gross
vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds
or more on streets in Independence
easier to enforce. The streets affected
are West Park Street for the intersection
of Edwards to the intersection of South
Washington Street; South Washington
Street from the intersection of West
Park Street to the intersection of West
Citrus Street; and “Such other streets
or roads as may be designated from
time to time by resolution of the Board
of Supervisors.”
Other issues that came out of the
parking controversy will be discussed
in future board of supervisor meetings, such as better definitions of what
it means to be a “vendor” or “peddler.” The hope is that the County can
develop simple, yet effective ways applications, permits, and fees that better
serve the public and those wishing to
do business in Inyo County.
Well, the people that created this
‘controversy’ have apparently left. They
were not there when I drove down to
Lone Pine on Monday to check on them.
I tried to contact them to find out why
they finally decided to leave now and
where they were going next but did not
hear back from them. They had said
at one point that they were planning
on moving up to Independence, but I
did not see them when I drove through
town. So the “existential threat” to Lone
Pine’s economy from people operating
out of a mobile trailer has--in their
final act—pulled an “Elvis has left the
building.”
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Italian Alessio Floris is restoring the Viking Mine in Death Valley

By Bod ine

V

ikings were the first humans
to reach North America from
Europe in the 10th Century,
and the Italian Christopher Columbus is credited with “discovering”
America in 1492, but none of these
explorers made it to the West Coast.
Following that thread, it makes perfect sense that an Italian is restoring
the Viking Mine in Death Valley.
Alessio Floris of Italy recently
bought the claim to the Viking Mine
with plans to dig a little talc and restore the historic mining outpost for
posterity. Floris said via email from
Italy, using translating software, that
visitors to the site can peer into the
lives of miners and the inner-workings of a functioning mine.
Judyth Greenburgh—artist, Darwin resident and Viking enthusiast—
told The Sheet that Floris came out
to the mine about a year ago and
had a vision to restore it.
Eight buildings will be restored
into their original state with kitchens, guard houses, miners’ accommodation, a saloon, water tank and
services at the mine, located a couple miles off of Highway 190 on the
Saline Valley Road. Greenburgh said
Floris is spending his life’s savings
on the Viking Mine. He’s not some
rich guy throwing money at the project. It will take a community effort to

PHOTO:COURTESY OF DAVID CHAMPAGNE

David Champagne played all the hits at the Viking Mine in Death Valley in June.
get the mine back into shape.
Aside from floor plans and a little
written history, Floris said there
is not much else known about the
mine. A few tons of talc were extracted from the mine when it was
operating in 1880s, he said. He said
“all hypotheses are possible” when it
comes to what exactly the mine was,
be it outpost where neighboring
miners would get supplies or a very
large, well-maintained, yet low-producing mine.
The ghost of Edith Lockhart, the
original owner of the mine, haunts
the structures, it is believed. Jim

2-DAY WOMEN’S MOUNTAIN BIKE CAMP
JULY 29–30 • MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN
Enjoy mountain biking like never before. Ride and learn with professional, supportive, and
enthusiastic coaches on some of the best singletrack around. Amazing skill development
opportunities in downhill and cross country disciplines for all riders, beginner through advanced.

$385 • DISCOUNTS ON BIKE RENTALS AND LODGING AVAILABLE
REGISTER ONLINE NOW AT DIRTSERIES.COM • LIMITED SPOTS AVAILABLE

Mattern of www.DeathValleyJim.
com, says on his website that Edith
was born in Sweden in 1890. She
named the mine the Talc Queen’s
Camp. Floris said not much is
known about Edith.
Mattern called the mine a “point
of interest.”
“We found the offer for the claim
on the internet some years ago; we
were astonished by the beauty and
the fashion of the place, and we
managed to get there nearly after a
year of programming,” Floris said,
with a little help from the wonky
translating software.

Floris is a real jack of all trades.
After college, he sailed around the
world. He then began restoring
both modern and historic sailing
ships and buildings, in the “Ligurian
context.” The Ligurian Sea is located
between the island of Corsica and
the city of Genoa, an historic fishing
village founded in 200 BC and Floris’
hometown, in northwest Italy.
He and his two sons are working
on moving to California to be close
to the mine. The Italian Viking in the
desert is not having a problem making friends in southern Inyo County.
Artists from Darwin and Olancha are
helping Floris with the restoration
and the jubilations.
Floris and several Southern
Inyoites gathered at the mine for
a party and dance in the December and have more planned for the
summer. Look for Icelandic dancers in Nordic fur capes and helmets
with horns dancing in the sun near
Darwin.
Floris added that “Viking Mine
Gadgets” could be sold, which
sounds like the wonky software talking.
A fundraiser for restoration will
begin in September, with more
details to become available on the
Viking Mine Facebook page.
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DEVASTATED TRAILS NEED LOVE, VOLUNTEERS

By Ke vin Green
ed’s Meadow Road was closed
(The USFS just announced it will
open Friday, July 21), so I headed
over Mammoth Pass with my girlfriend
a few weeks ago to spend a couple of
nights in the backcountry. Given the
usual, dense traffic to Devil’s Postpile,
we typically avoid the area, so this was
going to be a real treat—having the
place to ourselves.
We camped by Minaret Falls our
first night, not a soul in sight. The Falls
were raging, and the areas around and
especially below them have changed
significantly from the enormous runoff.
The next morning we hiked along the
creek towards Minaret Lake, quickly

R

arriving at the main crossing below
Johnstone Lake. The massive log bridge
that had been in place for decades was
gone, rendering the area so unrecognizable that I spent half an hour
searching to see if I missed the cutoff.
We would later discover that all of
the bridges at every junction all the
way to Minaret Lake were wiped out.
The crossing was chest deep - Sarah
went for a swim she didn’t like. The dog
enjoyed it, though, and we got firsthand proof that iPhone 7’s are waterproof enough. Large downed trees were
scattered across our path practically
every 100 yards. Flooding and erosion
exists on portions of trail above 9,000

feet where water temporarily flows in
new directions. There is much work to
be done.
Part of the downside of the muchneeded, snowy winter we had is that
our trails have sustained substantial
damage that will take years to fix. It
was clear to me that the Forest Service
would need some help, so I contacted
Mono County Supervisor Stacy Corless. She got right back to me with an
immediate solution. There is a guy
named Bill Carter who’s developed
volunteer trail crews over the past 15
years out of Red’s Meadow consisting
of Back Country Horsemen and Pacific
Crest Trail Association members. Never
knew. Members have various skill levels
and capabilities with packers, sawyers,
rock workers, and tread experts helping. The focus is to provide a safe and
open trail for hikers and horsemen. The
USFS provides food prepared by Todd
Vogel, a volunteer chef among other
things.
The crew is going out later than
planned this year, from July 22-31.
Once numbering as many as 30 volunteers, the group is down to 16 and
could use some reinforcement. So I’m
joining, and writing this article to ask
for more help. You can come for a day
or more, camp with everyone, or go
home at night.
Carter is without a doubt an unsung
hero of the Eastern Sierra. “If you use
trails in this area, thank Bill Carter”,
Stacy tells me. She gives him my number and warns that he will call; and the
day she volunteered was the toughest
day of work in her whole life, but also
the most gratifying.
Carter is an optometrist in Bishop

who practices three days per week,
leads the effort to open the trails, and
he is a sprightly 73.
He moved to Bishop from Huntington Beach in 1973 to join an active Optometric Practice and became involved
with horses thanks to his daughter.
Packing horses and mules followed,
working with commercial pack stations
and participating in many commercial
stock pack trips. As time passed, he felt
he could be more useful to our backcountry by focusing on wilderness trail
maintenance so he got involved with
the Inyo National Forest and the PCT
Association.
Over the last 20 years, Carter has developed skills in rigging, some blasting,
and dealing with difficult deadfall trees.
He feels blessed to be mentored by the
best sawyers (both cross cut and chain
saw), and he maintains a USFS Certification in tree felling and bucking with
both types of saw.
Each spring, Carter develops support
crews to open the PCNST in the south
to Hwy. 58 (Owens Peak, Chimney
Peak, Domelands, South Sierra Wildernesses, and Piute Mountains). When I
last heard from him on July 17, he had
been working the trails out of McGee
Canyon and said they were a mess. He
is seemingly everywhere. He is Batman
without the low voice and the suit,
though he possesses a few gadgets and
a tool belt.
If you are interested in helping at
any point from July 22-31, please email
either Bill Carter at drfwcarter@yahoo.
com or Kevin Green at greenacrellc@
gmail.com. pcta.org/volunteer-project/
reds-meadow-3/ to find more information about the project.

Sarah Anisman and Callie on a backpacking trip near Mammoth Pass.
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DRINKS
FOR EVERYONE!
Town wants its shot of SoCo, too
By Rea

M

ammoth’s Town Council gave
direction to Town staff on
Wednesday regarding future
plans for Town offices, with the general
consensus being that Council would
entertain Town staff staying in its current location or moving to the Sierra
Center Mall, but the preferred option
would be to partner with Mono County
on a joint facility.
Pam Kobylarz, Assistant to the Town
Manager, told Council that staff were
specifically directed to look at three
different options: A future lease for the
current offices in the Minaret Mall; a
lease-to-own option at the Sierra Center Mall; and a new option advocated
for by Mono County of a joint “South
County Facility” on the McFlex parcel,
adjacent to the courthouse and new
police station.
At the May 16 Mono County Board
of Supervisors meeting, the Board
directed County staff to move forward
with plans for a proposed new facility,
said Kobylarz. The Town and County
had previously worked with HMC Architects “related to initial site planning
for a potential future building…the
purpose of the process is to understand how uses could be shared,” said
Kobylarz.
“Acknowledging both the Town and
Council had very limited budgets,” a
rectangular building with an “aesthetic
entrance” was recommended, “made
unique by combinations of windows,”
said Kobylarz on Wednesday.
Kobylarz noted that, “because McFlex has been identified as a potential
civic center in the future, the Town has
invested dollars [into the parcel] with
that assumption.” The total invested
thus far is $2,689,000, she said.
As for the Minaret Mall (the current location of the Town offices),
“the landlord has indicated there is a
willingness to entertain a new lease,”
said Kobylarz. “However, if we were to
stay in the current space there will be
a number of improvements needed…I
recommend estimating a cost range
for that work rather than spending
time and resources to put together a
very detailed cost estimate.”
A third option would be a “lease to
own in the Sierra Center Mall,” said
Kobylarz. “The County has made the
decision not to stay in that space…
the Town of Mammoth Lakes did meet
with the Sierra Center Mall owner,
[but] no formal offer has been made by
the owner, and the Town has not made
an offer. [Though] he has indicated it
would be available if the Town were so
inclined to move.”
Town Manager Dan Holler, speaking
for councilmember Bill Sauser, said
“Bill has asked if we could take a look
at that…and would the Town be interested in the acquisition of the building.
To do that, it would require an additional expense to truly take a look at
what that could potentially look like.
[Town] staff is not necessarily recommending that as an option.”
Mayor John Wentworth said that,
were the Town to buy entire Sierra
Center Mall, “the Town would be taking on more real estate and be getting
into the landlord-tenant business.”
Mayor pro tem Cleland Hoff said “I
agree with Bill [Sauser]” in looking into

the purchasing of the Sierra Center
Mall. “I realize that would be difficult,
I also realize I do not think we need
to go from a lease to a lease. I think
we should maybe expend a little bit of
time and money looking into [the purchase of the mall]. I think the building
has good bones. If we can solve some
of the Town office issues and also have
affordable housing, I’m all for it.”
Council member Colin Fernie said
that he’s “kind of a hybrid” on that
issue.
“I personally am not ready to remove
the Sierra Center Mall from our suite
of options. I think it is a viable option
potentially for lease or purchase. I
will respectfully disagree with Council
member Sauser on the proposition
of purchasing the entire building and
getting into the business of being a
landlord.”
Fernie said he was not interested
in the Town overextending itself with
the purchase of the entire building.
“I think it’s important in business to
stay in your lane. I think it would be
a significant distraction for the Town,
beyond carrying on different levels of
business we have to do currently, to
occupy that entire space. I’m not particularly inclined to go that route.”
It was discussed whether the purchase of only a portion of the Sierra
Center Mall was an option.
“I think there’s a common perception in the community there is this glut
of retail space,” said Fernie. “That’s
true to a certain degree, but large
consolidated retail space is few and far
between…I think to completely take
that building off the table is not something I’m ready to do yet, but I’m not
supportive of purchasing that entire
building.”
Holler said that, when the County
was in discussions about purchasing
the Sierra Center Mall, “The offer to
the County was the entire building or
not at all.”
In regards to the possible renovation of the Minaret Mall Town offices,
Council member Shields Richardson
said that he was more inclined to
investigate the possibility of working
with the County on a shared office
space at the McFlex parcel rather than
renovate a building the Town does not
own.
“I respect what our partners up
in the north have done…What has
to happen to these buildings [the
two Mammoth malls] to make them
inhabitable is a substantial amount of
money. I’m more inclined to say, ‘Hey,
let’s cut it and work with our partners
and the County and see if we can’t
make some deal there.’”
He said that, if a shared South
County Facility did not come to fruition, “I’ll guarantee you, these guys [at
the Minaret and Sierra Center Mall] are
still going to be looking for people to
inhabit their places.”
Fernie said that the decision on
whether to partner with the County
on a new building or explore the other
two options really came down to finances for him.
“I certainly have no problem moving
forward with certain building projects.
The Arts Center I support. The [new]

see SOCO, page 20
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UNBOUND CHAMBER
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& Distinguished Guests
PRESENTED BY

Tickets available
at the door on concert nights,
ChamberMusicUnbound.org
or at Booky Joint near Vons
WITH SPONSORSHIP FROM: Hilda Herrera Adler, John Cunningham, Valerie Mackay,
Paul & Kate Page, Donald Sage, Dr. Lynne Roe, in beloved memory of Dr. James Roe.

July 20-29, 2017
THUR., FRI. & SAT. CONCERTS

AT MAMMOTH HIGH SCHOOL
AUDITORIUM, MAMMOTH LAKES, CA

Complete Festival Schedule at
ChamberMusicUnbound.org
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EAT, DRINK AND BE MERRY

Mammoth Lakes Foundation’s seventh annual Food and Wine Experience was in good taste, and for a good cause

By Rea
he seventh annual Mammoth
Food and Wine Experience took
place last weekend, sponsored by
the Mammoth Lakes Foundation. The
event raises money for scholarships
which allow Mono County residents to
attend Cerro Coso Community College
for free, as well as arts programming
through the Edison Theatre.

T

Photos, clockwise from top left: Craig Sterling and Lesley-Anne Hoxie. Outgoing MLF Executive Director Kevin Lian. Danny Earls, Sarah and Daniel Vigilante Ranson with
son, Tré. Neva West and Nikolaus Schuhl. Lew Jones lends a hand (or two). Bottom row, from left: Jeremy Graham and Kendra Norton of Rafter’s serve up bison tartare in cones.
Events coordinator Juliana Olinka-Jones and artistic director Shira Dubrovner. Scholarship recipient Connor Frincke-Craig. Simone and Scotty Marzonie.

A presentation by Dr. Bill Hettinger, PhD,
author of the book
Living and Working in Paradise:
Why Housing Is Too Expensive And
What Communities Can Do About It
Wednesday, July 26th
6:00 PM
Forest Service Auditorium
Mammoth Lakes Welcome Center

Simultaneous Interpretation into Spanish
& FREE refreshments!

For more information
760.934.4740
www.MammothLakesHousing.org
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Photos, clockwise from top left: Brett Barker and Aleks Mendel ham it up for the
camera. Richard Leonin, chef at Red Lantern, gets fancy with his pinky raised. Frederic
Pierrel (Brasserie) and Theresa Acree (Great Basin) serve up Cowgirl Creamery cheese
and fresh bread. Jim Vanko, Heather Schaubmayer, and Carol Garvey. Employees of
Ramenya serve up noodles and fried shishito peppers—Ramenya had the longest line, but
the peppers were worth it. Andrea Walker of Stellar Brew with a big pile of cookies. Katie
Johansen and Caitlin Rea share a funny moment. John and Luan Mendel, who won the
“Founder of the Year Award” with outgoing Executive Director Kevin Lian.
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THAT’S THE FACT, JACK!

LETTERS
continued from page 5
My vision of government is that
the people who work there should
dedicate themselves to doing things
to benefit the public. What Sandra
Moberly and Hayes did by corralling
that $2.6 million from the State of
California was totally in the public
interest, and is a perfect example of
what I mean.
Too often, people get into government service in order to govern, not
to serve. That is not to say that Town
government is not filled with people
who spend all their time working very
hard to do good things for Mammoth,
no question, there are. But there
needs to be dedication from the top
that the main goal of Mammoth’s
government should be to benefit the
people who live, work, and pay taxes
here, not to come up with elaborate
schemes to dovetail with the desires
of out-of-town billionaire developers
who have never even been to Mammoth. It’s time we took responsibility
for Mammoth’s future, and our local
government joined with local citizens
to make Mammoth as prosperous
and wonderful for the people who
live here as we possibly can.
With a year-round economy, we can
have more business, better wages,
better schools, and more opportunity,
more future.
That’s what we should be shooting
for.
Paul Rudder
Mammoth Lakes
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Mammoth Track Club’s version of Sgt. Hulka, Andrtew Kastor, leading the troops through warmups at Whitmore.

T

he Mammoth Track Club
founders Andrew and Deena
Kastor, in conjunction with
the Mammoth High School running
team, have formed a youth Mammoth Track Club. The club is open
and welcomes all youth five to eighteen years of age.
Currently, the club meets on Mondays at 8:30 a.m. at the Whitmore
Track. The coaches will be teaching
the new club members the fundamentals of running such as warming

up, stretching, plyometric exercises,
various types of training and, of
course, jogging and running.
All new club members will be
training and participating with the
High School Cross-Country and the
Nordic teams members. The coaching
staff are the following: Andrew and
Deena Kastor, Erin LeFrancois, Anna
Stratham, Nancy Fiddler and Tomas
Rodriguez.
Any youth interested in joining
should contact the Mammoth Cross-

Country coaches for instructions. Or,
you may attend the Monday workouts at the Whitmore Track.
The fee to join and be a member of
the youth club is $25 a year.
Mammoth Cross-Country Coach
Contact information:
Erin LeFrancois—elefrancois@
mammothusd.org.
Anna Strathman—annabanana.
strathman@gmail.com.
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SENATOR ROCK?

Is Kid Rock smoking too many funny things, or does he stand a chance in possible Senate bid?
By Cas selma n

comedians like Al Franken (a future
presidential candidate to be sure)
have run and won, so why not Kid
Rock?
Although a sports or show business
background is not usually considered an ideal training ground for
elective office, perhaps the public
relations and communications skills
athletes and entertainers often have
made it inevitable that more and
more celebrities are throwing themselves (no one, except for Kid Rock,
wears hats any more) into the political arena.
In spite of the overwhelming bias
of Hollywood and show business
personalities towards the Demo-

cratic Party (in 2016, many were for
Bernie Sanders and some for Hillary Clinton, but very few for Donald
Trump), most of those celebrities
elected to public office have been
conservatives.
Kid Rock was an early and prominent supporter of Mr. Trump, and
might draw a strong youth (and
middle-aged blue collar) vote. (That
was primarily how Jesse Ventura, a
political centrist in a then-liberal
state, won.)
Who knows, the Congressional
Record might be on the verge of becoming funky and hip.
And rhymed?
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Hmm. The above sounds like a
decent campaign platform ... sure
beats working.
But Senator Kid Rock?
Mr. “Rock” is the latest celebrity
who has indicated a serious interest in a political run. Kid Rock (real
name: Robert Ritchie) is from Michigan and could be the Republican
challenger to incumbent Democratic
Senator Debbie Stabenow.
Until now, Mrs. Stabenow was considered to have a safe seat.
Sports and show business celebrities have run for major political
office in recent years, and many have
won.
A few that have transitioned into
politics and have had notable careers:

Pro basketball star Bill Bradley,
U.S. senate; actor Fred Thompson,
U.S. senate; baseball star Jim Bunning, U.S. senate; pro wrestler Jess
Ventura, governor; actor Arnold
Schwarznegger, governor; football
star Jack Kemp, congressman and
vice-presidential nominee; singer
Sonny Bono, congressman; football
star Steve Largent, congressman;
actor George Murphy, U.S. senate;
and TV series actor Fred Grandy,
congressman.
The two most famous, of course,
have been film actor Ronald Reagan
who was elected governor of California, and then president of the United
States; and Donald Trump, TV show
host and celebrity businessman, who
is the current resident in the White
House.
Not all of them were distinguished,
but some of them, especially Reagan,
Kemp and Bradley, made their mark
in their adopted profession. The
total list of sports and show business personalities elected to office
is much longer, and the incidence of
new candidacies is becoming more
frequent.
Even gender-neutral (“It’s Pat!”)

Wed

And we were trying different things
We were smoking funny things
Making love out by the lake to our
favorite song
Sipping whiskey out the bottle, not
thinking ‘bout tomorrow
Singing “Sweet Home Alabama” all
summer long
-From Kid Rock’s “All Summer
Long”

b

Free

LIVE Music
9 PM

7/5

Dreddie Poppins & The Professionals

7/12

Lava Moon

7/19

Jaded Haters

7/26

Driftwood Creek
Mammoth Lakes, CA

3399 Main St.

760 • 965 • 0514
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MONO INN GETS SURREAL

Andrew MacRae’s art brings the chaos (and some critters) to the Eastside

By Rea
ndrew MacRae’s paintings,
which is currently on display
at the Mono Inn north of Lee
Vining, are a far cry from most of the
mountain scenes that can be found
on display in the Eastern Sierra—
though if you look hard enough,
you’ll certainly see nature’s influence.
MacRae, 37, has lived and worked
in Yosemite National Park for 15
summers now. “It ruined my life,” he
says with a wry smile. He received his
degree in studio painting from Humboldt State University “and a museum
and gallery certificate, so I could get a
job making minimum wage.”
He’s worked and managed several of the backcountry High Sierra
Camps, but this summer, due to the
record snow, the High Camps are
not opening, and MacRae is living
between Lee Vining and Oakland,
working part time for “sharing
economy” companies like TaskRabbit
and Delete.
He’s also worked as an accountant
for H&R Block.
And his paintings are just about as
eclectic as his resume.
Over a smoothie at Stellar Brew just

A

Andrew MacRae.
before his show opened on July 13,
MacRae said he was heading to the
Cast-Off thrift store to buy a shirt for
the occasion, since he forgot to bring
a nice one over from the Bay Area.
He talked about his influences (Salvador Dali, Ralph Steadman), methods (“intentional chaos,” such as
pouring a cup of coffee onto a canvas

“Defy the Thunder,” by Andrew MacRae, available for sale at the Mono Inn.
to begin a painting) and his definition
of “art” (“a creative process of regurgitating”).
MacRae’s paintings, mostly watercolor, ink and gouache on paper, are
stunning and surreal. The colors are
arresting and the detail is intricate.
There is often animal life inserted

into a chaotic scape.
“I think animals create a good narrative,” says MacRae, “and they can
tell stories because we have emotional relationships with them, but we’re
not communicating with them on a
verbal level. We project our own human emotions onto animals. They’re
victims of our tragic behavior.”
He says the surreal nature of the
paintings generally evolves from a
focal point originating from his time
spent in nature and how it’s influenced him. “I always try to put a
base of nature, at least color tones of
nature, and then form the chaos off of
that,” says MacRae. “I’m putting the
human concept into it by making it
abstract.”
MacRae’s Mono Inn show consists
of about 20 paintings, which will
be on sale until August 1. Paintings
range from $200-$1200. “Deals can be
made, prices are negotiable,” he says.
View Andrew MacRae’s art at www.
admacrae.com or stop by the Mono
Inn at 55620 US-395 to view his work
in person.

s
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NO CLASS-IFIEDS
Help Wanted

Sierra Employment Services, Inc is
hiring for the following positions
Cashiers M/B $11-$14
Photographer M $17-$20
Housekeepers M $15-$18
General Laborers M $14 - $18
Apprentice Carpenters M/B $18-$26
Journeyman Carpenters M/B $26-$40
Call 760-924-0523 or 760-873-8599
See our full job list online
www.SierraEmployment.com
Stellar Brew is looking to employ
an experienced kitchen person who is
seeking long term stable employment in
Mammoth Lakes. A full time position has
opened up and we are looking to fill it immediately. On site training is available but
you must have knowledge of food service
and prep. Please e-mail stellarbrew@
gmail.com with your resume or any questions.

Housekeepers ($11)
Cooks
Dishwashers
Maintenance Worker
Please complete an application at
164 Old Mammoth Rd.
or e-mail pl@thelandingtahoe.com
Part time Preschool Aide
Mammoth Lakes Lutheran Preschool is
seeking qualified Aide. ECE credits and
experience in a licensed center preferred,
although willing to train the right candidate. Must be able to clear a background
check. Candidates must have a love of
and enthusiasm for working with very
young children. Email resume to brenda.
kosen@gmail.com
Part Time Admin Assistant needed for
busy Interior design firm in Mammoth
Lakes. Experience working in an office environment required and proficiency with
basic computer programs a must. Can
be Flexible with schedule. Please email
resume to julie@designbdg.com.
Full and part time work available in
Mammoth and Bishop. Friendly, selfstarters, retail experience are pluses. Be
a part of the best staff, help the best customers, and help sell the best toys. Apply
at Mammoth Mountaineering Supply, Alpine Approach, Mammoth Gear Exchange
or at orders@mammothgear.com.
Austria Hof Lodge seeks PT/FT front
desk associate. Motivated, reliable, people-oriented. Experience preferred. Call
760.934.2764 or stop by the lodge at 924
Canyon Blvd. to pick up an application.
The Restaurant at Convict Lake is looking to hire Lunch Cooks and Wedding
Cooks, if interested please contact Kurt
Snyder kurtsnyder@convictlake.com or
stop by the Restaurant.
Full Time Hospitality Position
Seeking responsible, outgoing hospitality/
reservation agent for local management
company. Excellent phone/customer service skills required. Previous reservation
experience preferred. Flexible 32-40 hours
per week starting immediately. $12-14/
hr DOE. Please email resume to cindy@
mammothsierraonline.com
Housekeeper Must be able & willing to
work as a team to clean several bedroom
chalets after departures & prepare for arrivals. Spanish speaking is a plus, but not
required. 1 year of experience preferred.
Benefits included.  
Debbie & Mike Crowe
Mammoth Mountain Chalets
(800) 327-3681 Ext 0 (CA)
  (760) 934-8518 Ext 0
  Reservations@MMChalets.com

Help Wanted
Obsidian Private Residence: Front
desk, Full Time Position:
Seeking a responsible, outgoing Reservation & office administration employee!
• Competitive pay
. Primary Objectives:
This position will:
• Work independently to manage the
front desk responsibilities
• Serve the needs of our Owners and
Guests to the highest possible level
Required Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities
• Excellent phone/customer service skills
required..
• Demonstrate excellent written and oral
communication skills
• Possess extremely strong organizational skills with the ability to focus on
one task at a time and complete it with
excellence
• Have focused attention to detail and
problem solving skills
• Working knowledge of office equipment (printers and fax machines, computers, etc.)
• Demonstrate a high degree of motivation; be performance and results oriented
• Exercise accurate judgment to make
decisions that benefit the residents,
property owners and fellow employees.
• Ability to successfully, positively, and
pro-actively manage our critical relationships with customers, service providers
and fellow employees
• Demonstrated ability to meet self-initiated deadlines
• Possess an ability to identify ways to
improve processes and systems as well
as effectively implement the necessary
changes
• Previous reservation Experience preferred
Please deliver resume in person or pick
up application at Obsidian Private Residence located at 2610 Meridian Blvd.
NOW HIRING Front Desk Associates
and Housekeepers. Competitive pay plus
bonuses. Send resume to Holidayhausmammoth@gmail.com or call 760-934Pizza Chef/Delivery Driver/Cashier
Z Pizza Mammoth is hiring full and part
time. Apply online at www.zpizza.com, or
by email - mammothslices@gmail.com.

Mammoth Rock & Bowl/Mammoth
Rock Brasserie has the following positions available. Bowling Desk Employees,
Server, Bartender, Brasserie Hostess.
Contact Kevin O’Connell 760.934.4200
ext.223, or Ann Ward ext. 221
Everyone should love their job! Join
our team and find out why we love
ours!First Street Leather in the Village at
Mammoth is accepting applications for
an Assistant Manager. This is a full-time,
year-round position with excellent pay
and health benefits. Please pick-up an application at the shop to submit with your
resume, or email your resume to: Andrea
at mammoth@firststreetleather.com.
Looking for an energetic, enthusiastic person to work for a local non-profit
organization. Must have retail, people
and organizational skills. Please call 760924-2474 or bring your resume to Second
Chance Thrift Shop at 126 Old Mammoth
Road and ask for the manager.
Maintenance Assistant Job:
Must be able & willing to assist with
maintaining & repairing 20 chalets &
other structures. Experience is needed in
snow removal, electrical, painting, carpentry & plumbing. This candidate must
be able to perform vehicle maintenance
on a variety of vehicles/equipment. Benefits included. Debbie & Mike Crowe
Mammoth Mountain Chalets
(800) 327-3681 Ext 0 (CA)
  (760) 934-8518 Ext 0
  Reservations@MMChalets.com
Norco 76 is hiring mini-mart cashier/
clerk Apply in person.

Help Wanted

The 9th annual Mammoth Rocks &
Taste of the Sierra is hiring an assistant
event director. This position is mostly
flexible, part time and is estimated at 100
hours leading up to and including weekend of event August 25-27. This person
will assist with overall event planning,
including; the coordination of restaurants
and breweries participating in the Taste,
sponsorship fulfillment and event marketing. Event experience is a plus. Mammoth
Rocks is also looking for a local artist to
design and create a life size animation of
a rock band or rock themed photo wall we
can have at the event. Interested applicants please
Contact Mark Deeds via email
mdeeds93546@gmail.com.
Everyone should love their job! Join
our team and find out why we love ours!
First Street Leather in the Village at Mammoth is currently accepting applications
for full and part-time sales associates.We
offer highly competitve pay and subsidized health insurance. Other benefits
may include the possibility of travel as
well as a ski pass.Please pick-up an application at the shop or email your resume
to: andrea@firststreetleather.com.
Part-Time Teller, Union Bank Mammoth Lakes Union Bank has openings for
two part-time , benefits-eligible Tellers in
its Mammoth Lakes office (34 hours and
20 hours). The teller position is the main
point of contact to service customers
transactions in the branch. The teller position has a high degree of interactions with
customers and provides a high level of customer service by responding to customer
inquiries, processing customer requests,
resolving customer issues or referring
them to an appropriate party within the
branch,and making sales referrals. Must
have effective verbal and written communication skills. Ability to learn and use
branch equipment. Good math, reading
and comprehension abilities. Must enjoy
working with customers and employees. High school diploma or equivalent.
Typically requires sone customer service
experience. Join a bank that’s as committed to your future as you are. At Union
Bank, a part of Mitsubish UFJ Financial
Group (MUFG), we share a vision for our
future, we share our successes, and we
strive to bring out the best in each other
in everything we do. We are committed to
leveraging the diverse backgrounds, perspectives and experiences of our workforce
to create opportunities for our people and
our business. Equal Opportunity Employer: Minority/Female/Disability/Veteran.
Contact Carolyn Bressler (619)-230-3111 or
visit Website.
The Restaurant at Convict Lake Is looking to hire a fulltime Dishwasher.
If interested please email- kurtsnyder@
convictlake.com
Or Call 760-934-3800- ext 2
Maintenance-Office receptionist:
Maintenance with office duties needed
for a reservation company in town.
Vehicle is a must. Please send resume to
info@mountainbackrentals.com.

For Rent
In Mammoth, 3BDR, 2BA home
with south-facing Sherwins view. Spacious, bright, updated, W/D. woodstove,
forced air, no pets, $2,500/mo. Call/text
760.920.1684
Room for Rent in Nice Home Mammoth Slopes Home , Room for rent W/
private bathroom, Walk to Village &
Shuttle Utilities Included W/D Internet
Must be Dog Friendly Non Smoker $900
per month 760-965-6715
3 BDR home in Old Mammoth. Very
large two-car garage, w/d, dishwasher,
pellet stove, forced air, 2.5 ba, great views
and terrific sun, deck, quiet, pricate.
$2,500/mo. One-year lease. Contact Paul
at 760.914.1716.
LEGAL ASSISTANT Wood Law Group
is now interviewing for a legal assistant
position. 25-30 hours per week. Responsibilities include reception, phones,
scheduling, and assisting lawyers and
paralegal. Word and Excel preferred. Will
train. Competitive compensation. Email
resume to kitty@woodlawgroup.com.

For Hire
Bookkeeping Services Available. Let
me keep your books up-to-date and in
order while you focus on your business or
travel the world! Experienced in Quickbooks, Microsoft Office, Dropbox, Google
Docs. Great references available. 805-5400902
NEEDED - 2 GUYS WITH CHAIN SAWS
Need approx. 60 - 10 ft. long seasoned
lodgepole logs cut, split & stacked this
summer. (I have the splitter.) call Dennis
949 422 0753
Z-Z-ZIPPERS! Quality work, speedy
service. Sportswear, parkas, pants, packs &
duffels. Hems, too! Call 760.873.4499.

OPEN POSITION:

Custodian I, LB (19 hrs.)
This position is located at the
Bishop/Mammoth – ESCC.
All applicants must apply online at
http://apptrkr.com/1036034
Minimum Monthly Salary: $1,070.60
/ Maximum Monthly Salary:
$1,513.11 (11 months)
First screening date: July 27, 2017
If you have any questions, please
contact the Human Resources
Department at (760) 384-6243.
Emails will not be accepted.
As an Equal Employment
Opportunity Employer, the Kern
Community College District
encourages candidates with
diverse backgrounds to apply.
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BARS & MUSIC

BARS & MUSIC

Happy Hour/

Monday, July 24/

The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill,
Pursuit of Happiness Hour, 3-6 p.m.
$1 off draft beers, $2 off wine, $4 well
drinks, $2 off specialty drinks. $5
Flatbread. See ad, page 15.
Outlaw Saloon: Monday: All Night
Happy Hour; 4-Midnight,Tues-Fri 4-6
p.m. Tuesday: $2 Tacos 4-10 p.m.;
6-9 p.m. Wing Wednesday 50% off
all wings. Thursday: Burger & Beer
special 4-9 p.m. See ad, p. 10.
Roberto’s 4-6 p.m. every day.
Austria Hof. 5-8 p.m. daily. See ad, p.
10.
Whitebark Restaurant Bar & Lounge
Unwind with daily drink and food
specials 4-6 p.m. Half price sushi
Mondays.
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour 4:30-7
p.m. daily and all day Sunday. $5
dollar menu items, drink specials.
Petras 5:30-6:30 $22 Bolognese/drink
special, $3 off specialty cocktails and
food discounts. See ad, p. 13.
Mammoth’s famous Slocums Happy
Hour Mammoth’s famous Slocums
Happy Hour: Mon. thru Fri 4-6;
Saturdays 4-5. Closed Sun.
Happy Hour @ The Bistro at
Snowcreek, 4:30-6:30 p.m. daily.
Mammoth Tavern Happy Hour
Tuesday-Sunday 3:30-5:30 p.m.
Closed Mondays.
Smokeyard weekend Happy Hour 4-6
p.m. in the bar only.
Side Door Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m.
Giovanni’s Happy Hour, daily 4-6
p.m. Large pizza and a pitcher of beer
gets you free wings.
Lakanuki Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m.,
$4.50 margaritas, Mai Tais. Happy
Hour drink specials 10 p.m.- close.
Black Velvet Coffee’s Happy Hour,
from 4-6 p.m. every day.
Morrison’s Happy Hour Daily
4-6 p.m.
Food Cache Cafe Happy Hour 3:306:30 Sunday-Thursday. Street tacos
$2.50, $3.50 beers, $7.50 beer/wine
and house fries.

July 21-22/

Mammoth Reggae Festival in the
Village at Mammoth. This is a free,
all-ages music festival.
Friday’s musical lineup includes:
Through The Roots
Johnny Love
Sun Dried Vibes
Irie Essence
Saturday’s lineup is:
Anuhea
The Late Ones
Psydecar
Mighty Mystic
Funk Shui Planet plays 53 Kitchen &
Cocktails in Mammoth. 9 p.m.
Joe Gray Jr. tickles the ivories at
Tamarack Lodge. 5:30-9 p.m. *Ask
him to play his version of “Sailing” by
Christopher Cross.
• Chicken & Beef Teriyaki
• Tempura • Tonkatsu • Sukiyaki
• Calamari • Sushi
• Full Service Cocktail Bar
& Lounge
760-872-4801
Open at 5 p.m.
635 N. Main St.
Bishop
25 years of experience

japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar

CALENDAR PAGES SPONSORED BY:

Saturday, July 22/

Bodie 601 Band plays the Gallery at
Twin Lakes. 5 p.m. Free.
Milo Cagle plays Eastside Bake Shop.
6 p.m. See ad, p. 7

Sunday, July 23/

Driftwood Creek play the beer garden
at Mammoth Brewing Co. 4-7 p.m.
Free.
Milo Cagle plays The Mobil Mart in
Lee Vining. 4-7 p.m. Free, see ad, p. 14.

Bowling n’ Beats at Mammoth Rock
n’ Bowl, 9 p.m. See ad, p. 5

Wednesday, July 26/

Post-Farmers’ Market jazz at Liberty
Bar. Eddie Evans plays happy hour,
4-7 p.m. See ad, p.15.

MAMMOTH LIQUOR
Beer lovers’ candy store

Selection of more than 300 beers
SUMMER MAKES COORS LIGHT
TASTE 37% BETTER
934.6260

Main St. Next to Rick’s

Thursday, July 27/

Bodie 601 Band plays The Mobil in
Lee Vining. Free. Rock & Soul. 6-9
p.m. See ad, p. 14.

Saturday, July 29/

Cottonwood Creek play Black Doubt
Brewing Co. 7-9 p.m.

TOWN STUFF
Every day/

South Tufa Tours with the Eastern
Sierra Interpretive Associaton/Mono
Lake Committee. 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.
every day through the summer.

July 21-27/

Unbound Chamber Music Festival.
See concert calendar, page 21.

July 21-22/

Eastern Sierra Music Festival. Music
starts at 5 p.m. on Friday (Blues
Traveler), goes until 11 p.m. Saturday.

Friday, July 21/

Mono Lake Guided Bird Walk. Mono
Lake County Park, from 8-11 a.m.
with the Mono Lake Committee and
CA State Parks.
Free Guided Hike to Inyo Craters.
Easy 2-mile geology-themed hike
from Inyo Craters Trailhead, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.
ESIA Campfire Program at Shady
Rest Campground in Mammoth.
Naturalist program around the
campfire from 7-8 p.m.
Veterans helping Veterans: VA
Outreach. Bishop City Hall, 8 a.m.-2
p.m.
Shark-a-Thon at the Whitmore Pool.
See sidebar, next page.

Saturday, July 22/

Historian Abraham Hoffman gives
a presentation from his latest book,
“California’s Deadliest Earthquakes”
at the Eastern California Museum at
155 N. Grant Street in Independence.
3-5 p.m.
ESIA Convict Lake Hike. 10:30 a.m. to
1 p.m.. Join interpretive guide for hike
around Convict Lake. 2.5 miles. Meet
at Convict Lake Marina.
Echoes of Resilience at Manzanar.
Tour of Block 14 at 9:30 a.m. and
screening of “Stand Up for Justice: the
Ralph Lazo Story” at 12:30 p.m. Info:
gomezr2030@gmail.com.
ESIA Campfire Program at Oh Ridge
Campground in June Lake. 7-8 p.m.
Free Saturday morning yoga in The
Village at Mammoth at Yoga Lab. 8-9
a.m.
Born of Fire, Sculpted by Ice:
Mammoth’s Unique Geology
interpretive hike with Friends of the
Inyo. Meet at Inyo Craters 10 a.m.
Info: www.friendsoftheinyo.org.
Panum Crater tour with the Eastern
Sierra Interpretive Association. 10-11
a.m. Panum Crater, 5 miles south of
Lee Vining on US-395, then 3 miles
east on CA-120. Look for panum
crater sign. Info: www.esiaonline.
com. Sunday Also.

Cert. Arb. # WE-9537AT • CA D-49 Lic.# 976309 • Bonded & Insured

Tree Removal • Tree Pruning • Lot Clearing

760-709-6893
www.skylinearborist.com

Serving Mammoth, Bishop & June Lake
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Crayons & Paint with ESLT

TOWN STUFF

At ESLT’s “Crayons & Paint” family
gathering on July 29, families with
children between the ages of 5 and
15 will have the chance to have fun
together getting creative in nature.
Crayons & Paint will take place at
Karen’s Preserve, a 33-acre parcel of
land on the Sierra slopes overlooking
Crowley Lake.
Attendance is limited, and anyone
interested is encouraged to sign up by
July 21 by contacting Indigo Johnson,
ESLT Education Coordinator &
AmeriCorps member, at indigo@eslt.
org or 760.873.4554.

UPCOMING

Sunday, July 23/

Mono Historical Society. The
Chamber’s networking evenings are
free for Chamber members, $10 for
non-members.

395 Route to expand service
Effective July 24, the 395 bus route
to Reno and Lancaster will expand
to operate Monday through Friday
for both north and southbound
routes. Prividing locals and visitors
additional connections to the Reno
Tahoe International Airport and
Greyhound Station and the Metrolink
Train in Lancaster. Check ESTA’s
website at www.estransit.com or call
760.872.1901 for more information.
Real-time arrival from information for
the 395 Routes is available with the
Swiftly app available from the Apple
App store, and Google Play.

Input sought for Land Exchange
The Inyo, Stanislaus and Plumas
National Forest are seeking input
for the proposed Mammoth Base
Land Exchange. At this time, a
Draft Environmental Impact
Statement is available for public
review. The Draft Environmental
Impact Statement is available for
download from the Inyo National
Forest website at https://www.
fs.usda.gov/project/?project=30428.
A comment form is included on the
website, which allows the public to
submit comments on the Draft EIS
electronically.
Comments on the Draft EIS will be
accepted for 45 days from publication
of the Notice of Availability (NOA) in
the Federal Register or until August
20, 2017 (the anticipated date of
publication of the NOA is July 7,
2017). Comments may be submitted
to Ed Armenta, Forest Supervisor,
c/o Janelle Walker, Winter Sports
Specialist, Inyo National Forest,
PO Box 148, Mammoth Lakes, CA
93546, or by email to: janellelwalker@
fs.fed.us (please include “Mammoth
Base Land Exchange EIS” in the
subject line). Comments may also
be submitted by hand-delivery to
351 Pacu Lane, Suite 200, Bishop, CA
93514, during normal business hours
(Monday – Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.).
The Inyo National Forest will hold
a public meeting on July 31, 2017
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the
Mammoth Lakes Council Chamber,
Suite Z, 437 Old Mammoth Road,
Mammoth Lakes, CA (above the Vons)
to provide an overview of the project
and to answer questions from the
public. For questions or comments,
please contact Janelle Walker at
janellelwalker@fs.fed.us.

Acrylic paint night at the Fox Den
in Bridgeport. Olivia Nalder will be
teaching a techique called impasto.
Subject: chickens. 4-6 p.m. $40 per
person, supplies included. Register
at Jolly Kone or the Fox Den. Info:
Rebecca at foxydesigns@gmail.com.
Village at Mammoth Summer Movie
Series. 8:30 p.m. Ghostbusters (the
new one, starring all ladies). BYO
chair, blanket. can get chilly.
Free Guided Bird Walk at Mono Lake
with the Mono Lake Committee. 8-10
a.m. Meet at the County Park, 5 miles
north of Lee Vining.
Sundays at Valentine Reserve. 9:3011:30 a.m. Meet at the Reserve, on
Old Mammoth Road. Suggested $20
donation.
Muir and Mt. Ritter with Friends
of the Inyo. Meet 10 a.m. Minaret
Vista parking lot. Info: www.
friendsoftheinyo.org.

July 24-29/

Kids Music Camp in association with
the June Lake Music Festival. 2-5 p.m.
at June Lake Community Center. See
sidebar, this page.

Monday, July 24/

Bishop City Council Meeting. 6 p.m.
Questions: 760.873.5863.

Tuesday, July 25/

Wild Harvest Interpretive Hike
with Friends of the Inyo. Edible
and medicinal plants of the Eastern
Sierra. Join Astra to talk about wild
plants, indigenous plant uses and
good foraging practices. Meet @
Parker Bench/Rush Creek Trailhead
at Silver Lake at 10 a.m. Info: www.
friendsoftheinyo.org.
Mammoth Lakes Chamber of
Commerce Business After Hours
networking event from 5 to 7 pm at
Hayden Cabin hosted by Southern
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Wednesday, July 26/

Farmer’s Market in Mammoth Lakes
at the Mammoth Luxury Outlet Mall
parking lot. 4-7 p.m. Post-market jazz
at the Liberty Bar beginning at 7.
The Locals’ Housing Crisis: Building
Solutions Together. Presentation by
Dr. Bill Hettinger, PhD, author of the
book “Living and working in Paradise:
Why Housing is too expensive and
what communites can do about it.”
Mammoth Visitor Center, 6-9 p.m.
Food by Latin Market and beer by
Black Doubt Brewing Co. See story, p.
7 and ad, p. 12.
Women’s Mountain Bike Ride
every Wednesday—Ladies only.
No matter your age or skill level,
you can take it up a notch during
this 2-hour ride clinic that starts
at MMSA’s Main Lodge Adventure
Center and ends in The Village at
Mammoth for happy hour food and
drink specials. Discounted 2-hour
standard bike rentals available to
participants.3:45–6 p.m. There is a
cost. Call 1.800.Mammoth for details.

Thursday, July 27/

This Land is Our Land Public Lands
Rally. Stellar Brew, 5-8 p.m. Music by
Dreddie Poppins & Professionals.
Trail Work Thursday with Friends
of the Inyo. Meet 8:30 at Mammoth
Lakes Welcome Center parking lot.
Info: www.friendsoftheinyo.org.
Summer Movie Series in The Village:
Central Intelligence. 8:30-10 p.m.
Bring a blanket and chair, and dress
in warm clothes. Free.
Community Coffee with Mammoth
Lakes Tourism. Chat with MLT staff
about latest tourism news. 9-11 a.m.
at Stellar Brew, 3280 Main St.

30th Annual Kids Fishing Festival
Come and join the fun Saturday,
July 29 from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at
SnowCreek Resort ponds. It’s free for
kids 14 and under, we provide rods &
reels, bait, and clean your fish so you
can provide dinner for the family! Or
bring your own tackle. There’s lots
of educational programs from the
Department of Fish and Wildlife. See
what the trout eat, and what they look
like inside, yuck!
We will be stocking plenty of huge
trophy trout for a very memorable
experience! Our goal for our 30th
Annual Kids Fishing Fest is that
every kid catches a fish. For more
information, visit www.kidsfishfest.
com or 760.937.2924. Sponsored by
the Town of Mammoth Lakes, Berkley,
Mono County Fisheries Commission,
and Friends of Rollo.

Kids Music Camp
A free Kids Music Camp, presented
by the June Lake Loop Performing
Arts Association and the June Lake
Women’s Club, will be held from July
24-29, 2-5 p.m.
Kids Choir: 2-3:30 p.m. (ages 6-11).
Young Rockers: 3:30=5:00 p.m. (ages
12-18). July 29: Performances from
the Kids Choir and the Young Rockers.
To register, contact Lynda
at mtnlgb@yahoo.com or call
760.914.0950 or visit www.
junelakemusic.com.
In association with the Mountain
Music Festival, July 28-30.

Shuttle to operate this weekend

Dunkirk (PG-13): Depicts the dramatic and true story of the Dunkirk evacuations from a war-torn beach and harbor in France.

The Reds Meadow shuttle is
tentatively scheduled to commence
operation for the 2017 season on
Friday, July 21. The opening is
dependent upon completion of final
repairs and preparation work. Once
in operation, the shuttle operates
from 7:30 a.m. until 7:00 p.m., with
the last departure from Reds Meadow
Resort at 7:45 p.m., and will operate
seven days/week through September
6. Further information about the
Reds Meadow Shuttle is available
at www.estransit.com or by calling
760.924.3184.

For movie times, call 760.934.3131 or visit mammothlakesmovies.com.

Shark-a-thon

AT THE MOVIES
Minaret Cinemas
War for the Planet of the Apes (PG-13): Woody Harrelson stars in this third
installment in the series franchise. The most realistic anthropoids you’ll find
outside a zoo.

Mammoth Lakes Swim Team
is conducting its Shark-a-thon
fundraising event on July 21, where
team members will swim as many
sponsored laps as possible at the
Whitmore Pool to raise money for the
Mammoth Sharks.
Our team’s fundraising goal is
$6,000.00 . For assistance with Money
fundraising or questions, please
contact Lisa Mueller at muellerstars@
gmail.com .
For questions regarding swimming
the Shark-a-thon, please contact
coaches Sam at samdoner23@gmail.
com& Bryan at bryanbart1430@
yahoo.com .
If you wish to volunteer for
the Shark-a-thon potluck, please
contact Jef Rahmeyer or the Board at 
MammothSharks@gmail.com.
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Notice Inviting Bids
NOTICE INVITING BIDS
CAP 17-005
The Town of Mammoth Lakes will receive sealed bids
for the work shown on the plans entitled:
MERIDIAN BOULEVARD SIDEWALK AND SHADY
REST PARK IMPROVEMENTS
In the Town of Mammoth Lakes for
The Town of Mammoth Lakes, California
Bids will be received at the Office of the Town Clerk of
the Town of Mammoth Lakes located at:
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite R,
Mammoth Lakes, California 93546
until 2:00 PM on August 4, 2017 at which time they
will be publicly opened and read.
Proposal forms and Contract Documents for this work
are included in the specifications.
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Project includes removal
and replacement of curb and gutter and sidewalk, asphalt grinding, and paving along the south side of Meridian Boulevard from Old Mammoth Road to Sierra
Park Road. The project also includes the construction
of concrete curbs, concrete bleacher pads, concrete
sidewalk, asphalt sidewalk and the installation of
decomposed granite at Shady Rest Park in Mammoth
Lakes, CA.
The engineers estimate for this project is $285,000
and $310,000. The work includes full compliance with
all applicable laws, rules and regulations. The work
shall be completed within the time set forth in the
Contract.
Plans and specifications may be obtained for a NONREFUNDABLE FEE as listed below:
Plans & Specifications
(incl. bid forms)
Picked up at the Town Offices
$25.00
Shipped UPS, FedEx, or US Mail $75.00
To order the plans and specifications by telephone
call (760) 934-3654, fax (760) 934-7493.
Plans and specifications are also available on the
Town of Mammoth Lakes website at http://www.
ci.mammoth-lakes.ca.us/bids.aspx.
To be listed on the Bidders List, the Contractor should
email sshultz@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov all bidder information including project name, name, affiliation, phone number, fax number, and email address.
A non-mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held at the
conference room at the Town Offices on July 27, 2017
at 2:00PM, located at 437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite
R, Mammoth Lakes, California.
The contractor shall have a valid Class A Contractor
license and a current Business Tax Certificate and
shall maintain all required licenses throughout the
duration of the Contract. The Contractor shall demonstrate his qualifications by having adequate equipment in good working order, experience, and ability
to perform work. The Town will be the sole judge as to
the qualifications of each bidder.
Each bid must be accompanied by a certified or
cashier’s check payable to the order of the Town of
Mammoth Lakes, or by a bid bond in the sum of no
less than 10% of the total amount of the bid, as a
guarantee that the bidder will enter into the proposed
contract if it be awarded him/her. A labor and materials bond and faithful performance bond each equal
to 100% of the bid are required to be provided by the
awarded contractor. All bonds shall be executed by an
admitted surety insurer meeting the requirements of
California Code of Civil Procedure Section 995.120.
The Director of Industrial Relations has determined
the general prevailing rate of per diem wages in the
locality in which this work is to be performed for each
craft or type of worker needed to execute the Contract
which will be awarded to the successful bidder, copies
of which are on file and will be made available to any
interested party upon request at Town Hall or online
at http://www.dir.ca.gov/dlsr. A copy of these rates
shall be posted by the successful bidder at the job site.
The successful bidder and all subcontractor(s) under
them, shall comply with all applicable Labor Code
provisions, which include, but are not limited to the
payment of no less than the required prevailing rates
to all workers employed by them in the execution of
the Contract, the employment of apprentices, the
hours of labor and the debarment of contractors and
subcontractors.
Pursuant to Labor Code sections 1725.5 and 1771.1,
all contractors and subcontractors that wish to bid
on, be listed in a bid proposal, or enter into a contract
to perform public work must be registered with the
Department of Industrial Relations. No bid will be
accepted nor any contract entered into without proof
of the contractor’s and subcontractors’ current registration with the Department of Industrial Relations to
perform public work. If awarded a Contract, the Bidder and its subcontractors, of any tier, shall maintain
active registration with the Department of Industrial
Relations for the duration of the Project.
This Project is subject to compliance monitoring
and enforcement by the Department of Industrial
Relations. In bidding on this project, it shall be the
Bidder’s sole responsibility to evaluate and include
the cost of complying with all labor compliance
requirements under this contract and applicable law
in its bid.

Notice Inviting Bids
be deemed conclusive evidence that the bidder has
thoroughly examined the plans, specifications and
the site of all work and the bid takes all costs into account. Each bid shall remain good for a minimum of
sixty (60) days after bid opening.
Pursuant to Public Contract Code section 7201, the
Town has made a determination that retention of 5%
will be withheld from payment until after the work is
complete.
Technical questions should be directed to Sierra
Shultz at the Office of the Director of Public Works,
Town of Mammoth Lakes, California, telephone (760)
965-3654 or fax (760) 934-7493. Oral clarifications are
non-binding and any changes shall be issued by written addenda only.
TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, CALIFORNIA
Jamie Gray, TOWN CLERK
DATED: July 21, 2017
TS #2017-0157

Notice of Ordinance
ORDINANCE NO. 17-05
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE
TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, APPROVING DISTRICT ZONING AMENDMENT 16-002 FOR THE MAMMOTH HILLSIDE SITE
DENSITY AND LOT COVERAGE INCREASE PROJECT,
AMENDING THE NORTH VILLAGE SPECIFIC PLAN,
AND MAKING FINDINGS IN SUPPORT THEREOF.
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Notice of Petition

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF
MATTHEW CIANCIO, CASE NO.: PR 172016
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, and contingent
creditors of MATTHEW CIANCIO and persons who
may be otherwise interested in the will or estate,
or both: A petition has been filed by KATHLEEN
CIANCIO in the Superior Court of California, County
of Mono, requesting that KATHLEEN CIANCIO be appointed as personal representative to administer the
estate of MATTHEW CIANCIO.
The petition requests authority to administer the
estate under the Independent Administration of
Estates Act. This will avoid the need to obtain court
approval for many actions taken in connection with
the estate. However, before taking certain actions, the
personal representative will be required to give notice
to interested persons unless they have waived notice
or have consented to the proposed action.
The petition will be granted unless good cause is
shown why it should not be. The petition is set for
hearing in Dept. No. 1, 100 Thompsons Way, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546, on August 17, 2017 at 9:30 a.m.

AYES:
Councilmembers Fernie, Sauser, Mayor
Pro Tem Hoff, and Mayor Wentworth
NOES:
None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN: Councilmember Richardson
DISQUALIFICATION: None

IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objections with the court before
the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or
by your attorney. IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the deceased, you must file your
claim with the court and mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general personal representative, as defined in subdivision (b) of Section 58 of the
California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date
of mailing or personal delivery of the notice to you
under Section 9052 of the California Probate Code.

A certified copy of the complete text of the Ordinance
is posted and may be read at the Town Offices, Minaret Mall, Old Mammoth Road, Mammoth Lakes, and /
or a copy may be obtained from the office of the Town
Clerk at a nominal charge.
Dated: July 12, 2017

YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you
are interested in the estate, you may request special
notice of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of
estate assets or of any petition or account as provided
in Section 1250 of the California Probate Code.

JAMIE GRAY, Town Clerk
Town of Mammoth Lakes

Attorney for Petitioner: Gian Carlo Simonetti (SBN.:
279468), Wood Law Group, 126 Old Mammoth Road,
Suite 203, P.O. Box 3837, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546.

by the following vote:

TS #2017-0156

Notice of Vacancy

Notice is hereby given that the Mono County
Board of Supervisors is accepting applications to fill a vacancy representing District 2
on the Mono County Economic Development,
Tourism and Film Commission (EDTFC). The
term of office for this volunteer position will
begin immediately upon appointment and will
continue until July 1, 2021. The position will
be filled by a Mono County resident of District
2, (Southern Mono County, including Convict
Lake, Crowley Lake, Rock Creek, Tom’s Place,
Sunny Slopes, Swall Meadows, Paradise, Benton, Chalfant, Hammil Valley, etc.). Preference
will be given to an employee or business owner
in the tourism and/or recreation industry or
experienced with aspects of economic development.
Any qualified individual may apply and be
considered for appointment. The EDTFC is an
advisory group of volunteers which oversees
the Economic Development and Tourism
Marketing budgets managed by the Mono
County Economic Development Department.
The Commission also provides updates and
input on tourism marketing and economic
development initiatives to the Board of Supervisors. The EDTFC meets monthly at locations
throughout the county.
Deadline to submit an application is July 25,
2017 at 5:00 p.m. to the Clerk of the Board of
Supervisors, P.O. Box 715 Bridgeport, CA 93517
or in person at the Office of the County Clerk
in Bridgeport, California. Applications may
be obtained from the County Clerk by calling
(760) 932-5538.
TS #2017-0153
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Crowley Lake Campground

TS #2017-0158

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Happy Sherpa Skin Care Products

Adrian Moujan
P.O. Box 9452
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546
This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant has not yet begun to transact business under the fictitious business
name listed herein.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on June 20, 2017
File Number 17-131
2017-0146 (7/1, 7/8, 7/15,7/22)
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Searles Housing

Steve Searles/Debra Searles
P.O. Box 8619 , 226 Mono St.
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546
This business is conducted by a general
partnership.The registrant has not yet
begun to transact business under the fictitious business name listed herein.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on July 14, 2017
File Number 17-144
2017-0154 (7/22, 7/29, 8/5, 8/12)
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
JDB Constuction

Pursuant to Public Contract Code section 22300, the
successful bidder may substitute certain securities for
funds withheld by the Town to ensure performance
under the Contract.

Greg Jennison
4107 Crowley Lake Drive
Crowley Lake, CA 93546

Jordan Burroughs
P.O. Box 1012
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

The Contract will be awarded to the responsible bidder submitting the lowest responsive bid on the base
bid alone. The Town reserves the right to waive any
informality or irregularity in a bid.

This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name
listed above on June 1, 2017.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on July 07, 2017
File Number 17-142
2017-0155( 7/22, 7/29, 8/5, 8/12)

This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name
listed above on June 1, 2007.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on July 07, 2017
File Number 17-141
2017-0152( 7/15, 7/22, 7/29, 8/5)

The Town of Mammoth Lakes reserves the right to
reject any and/or all bids, or to utilize any alternative
procedures authorized by the Public Contract Code
Sections 20166 and 20167. Submission of a bid shall

police facility I support. [It’s] highly
specialized. The Rec Zone I support
because they can’t occupy the existing space. [But] our town offices can
occupy existing space in this town.
We do have some options on the
table. I don’t think a new building is
necessarily required in this case, but
if it’s the best financial decision, then
we can go down that route.”
Fernie also said that a lingering
question for him was whether or not
the Town would need the amount of
square footage they currently require
in the future.
“I don’t know what the landscape of
providing the Town’s business is going
to look like 20 years from now…we
might need 20-30 thousand square
feet, or we might need 2,500 square
feet. I think that’s a little bit of an
outstanding concern for me. Renting
provides a little more flexibility for
us.”
He expressed concern that “if we’re
in a situation where we don’t need
that space and we own it… it could be
problematic.”
Richardson disagreed. “Working remotely is different for government vs.
somebody else…I like the efficiency
aspect of a possible joint CountyTown office building. I think it makes
a lot of sense.”
“Proximity doesn’t necessarily lend
itself to things working together,” said
Hoff. “Even if you have the County
and Town and everything in one
place, it doesn’t mean people are
going to work more efficiently necessarily.”
“It’s more efficient for the public,”
replied Richardson.
Wednesday’s agenda item was
not an action item, so no vote was
held. However, “the [Memoranum of
Understanding] proposed yesterday
[at the Mono County Board of Supervisors meeting], I’m assuming that’s
going to come back to Council,” said
Wentworth. “In addition to what’s
been said up here, I’m interested in
supporting the Town in investing in
the infrastructure necessary as we go
forward.”

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Solutions

Jessica Mascarenas
86 Juniper Dr. P.O. Box 7026
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name
listed above on June 1, 2007.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on June 05, 2017
File Number 17-118
2017-0150( 7/1, 7/8, 7/15, 7/22)

PERSONALS
In search of... a hookup for my hookup,
followed by a round of hookers and a taxfree Airbnb. Mammoth is calling!
I heard you ... ditched your narcotics
task force, so I decided to set up shop in
Mammoth, and I’ve got a new 800 number. 1-800-4-HEROIN.
I hope to see you ... at the Mammoth
Reggae Festival. If you’ll bring the fatty, I’ll
supply the buns for your patty.
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14TH ANNUAL VENNEMAN MEMORIAL CANCER OUTREACH TOURNEY

152 golfers participated in the 14th Annual Brian Venneman Memorial Cancer Outreach Golf Tourney held July 14 at Sierra Star. The event raised more than $50,000 for local patients battling cancer.
Clockwise from top left: Jack Copeland, Tani Tatum, Judy Northrup and Jim Northrup; Stephanie
Stanton, Tabby Mannetter and Sandy Forstenzer; Craig Balogh, Jason Heilman and Eric Smith; Yuri
Parisky, Wendy Pariksy, Bill Erb and Stephen Senior; Chris Howley and Fred Howley received a “lifetime season pass” from Mammoth Mountain to honor the late Darla Howley, a tireless contributor to
the Mammoth Hospital Auxiliary during her lifetime; Lesley and Jeff Byberg.
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THIS LAND IS OUR LAND: LET’S KEEP IT THAT WAY
By David Page
e’re surrounded by it. Stand
on top of our ski mountain—and let’s be clear right
from the outset: it is our mountain,
that half-blown volcano looming
above town with its dusty bike trails
and late-July mogul fields and views
that stretch from Nevada to the Coast
Range: yours and mine and Uncle
Bo’s down in Oklahoma and Cousin
Winnifred’s in Minneapolis and your
kids’ and your parents’ and your first
ex-wife’s new husband’s (even though
they’re living in Kauai now with your
kids in a house you helped pay for);
it belongs to that guy sleeping on
cardboard in midtown Manhattan,
to our congressman who apparently
lives down in Yucca Valley when he’s
not back in D.C. working hard to take
away your health care and education, to the unwashed through-hiker
with the dog and the accordion, from
the highest-paid destination marketing director in the West to the house
painter’s third-grader, who was born
here, to the douchebag in the Tesla
who just cut you off and took your
parking spot, and to all the other
poor schmucks standing in line at
Vons scrolling through Facebook and
waiting to pay $10 for an avocado that
won’t soften for a week and then will
suddenly turn rotten.
Yes, we’re currently renting it out—

W

our mountain, that is, our land—to a
shady, for-profit conglomerate that
does much of its banking in the Cayman Islands, and yes, they own the lift
towers that Dave McCoy and friends
put in back in the day; they own the
concrete footings, the cinder-block
bunkers, the “temporary” sprung
structure, the rental shops and cafeterias and snowmaking and grooming
equipment and all the piles of rusting steel in the woods, and yes, now,
through some complex, hard-fought,
congressionally-approved landswapping, they also own a few acres of
land underneath Main Lodge that they
can’t wait to develop into a luxury ski
beach and zip-line resort paradise.
But the mountain itself—remember
the mountain?—stand up there on top
(pay to use the convenient infrastructure or walk up there for free on your
own two feet, on a day when the entire
west side of the range doesn’t happen
to be on fire), and lo, in every direction, most of what you can see—some
98% of it, excluding the aforementioned dirt under Main Lodge and the
four square miles of pumice under the
town of Mammoth Lakes and certain sagebrush flats along the upper
Owens River watershed that happen
to be owned by the utility users of the
City of Los Angeles, from Yosemite to
Kings Canyon to Death Valley—it’s all

EXPERIENCE THE
MOUNTAIN OF DIFFERENCE
Make this the Season of the Switch!

Premier Checking*
Enjoy the privileges of
our highest-level relationship
account, with exclusive benefits
to get the most out of your
banking experience.

Oak Tree Checking*
Unlimited transactions
and earn interest.
Ask about discounts for
Military & College Students.

eChecking
A low cost, versatile account
with banking on the go.
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drought, species extinction, crumbling
wide-open public land, owned by us.
infrastructure, urban encroachment,
For our collective use and enjoyment
ever-diminishing budgets and everand recreation and solace and mutual
increasing hordes of human beings
benefit.
with their plastic bottles and toilet
Which is great, right? Which is why
paper and spray paint. And every year
we’re all here. So we can stretch out
our representatives in Congress give
and breathe and hopefully get away
these agencies even less money to
from our fellow public land owners
work with.
every now and then and run our dogs
One forest
and ride our bikes
service staffer
and ski and drive
recently told me
our four-wheelers
that that agency’s
and jump off cliffs
operating budget
into clear blue
Who’s supposed
has now been
snowmelt lakes
whittled down
and catch fish
to decide ... which
to 7% of what it
and play Frisbee
golf and park our
multinational hospitality ought to be in
order to accomglamorized mocorporation gets to sell plish its mission,
bile recreational
which by the
habitats under
us microwaved pizza? way is as follows:
visible stars and
remember who we
-Page to sustain the
health, diversity,
are and what’s reand productivally important and
ity of 193 million
all that, and also
acres of public
to have a place to
forests and grassstore some of that
lands to meet the
carbon that we’re
needs of present
all spewing into
and future genthe atmosphere
erations. 7%! And
while we sit at our
every year, more than 80% of that 7%
computers.
But here’s where it gets complicated. goes to fighting fires like the one now
raging over the hill on the Sierra NaAnd messy. And political. All this
tional Forest, or the one started earlier
beautiful land that we own together,
this summer when a $227-million Air
all these trees and lakes and trails,
Force drone crashed into the Inyo Nathese granite crags and hot springs
tional Forest near Mount Whitney. And
and dirt roads and campgrounds and
now, just last month, the benevolent
parking lots, the signs that help keep
geniuses in the White House released
us from getting lost, the toilets, the
their proposed budget for FY18 calling
beaches, the spigots offering clean
for—among a voluminous list of other
drinking water for refilling our fancy
deep cuts to recreation, conservation,
hydration bladders, the bear-proof
parks and land management—a furtrash receptacles: how are we supther 73% cut in capital improvement
posed to manage all that in a way that
and maintenance for our national
works for everyone and that’s also
forests.
sustainable for future generations?
Let’s take a moment to consider our
More specifically: who’s supposed
priorities: are we cool with spending
to fix the trails when they wash out,
$227 million of our taxpayer dollars on
and fill the potholes, empty the trash
a single military drone while cutting
and clean the toilets, and replace
our trail maintenance budget on 193
the bridges? Who’s supposed to put
million acres of public land from $77
out the wildfires and remind us not
million to $12 million?
to start new ones? Who’s supposed
As you may know, there are those in
to decide which trees should be cut
Washington D.C. and Utah and Yucca
down and which need to stay, which
Valley whose only solution—whose
multinational hospitality corporation
ultimate goal, in fact—is to give it all
gets to sell us microwaved pizza and
away. Or more accurately to transfer
high-dollar bottled municipal tap wacontrol of it to well-funded private
ter, and who gets to drill for oil where
companies or other corporate entiand how much they have to pay us for
ties for the profit of a few wealthy
the massive profits they make from
shareholders rather than for the more
our collective assets?
complicated benefit of all present and
Aye, there’s the rub.
future generations.
A long time ago, the folks who
There isn’t room here to detail all of
came before us worked out a system
the overt and subtle and almost always
whereby a handful of land managehighly creative and nefarious ways in
ment agencies—people in the govwhich this is happening (mostly by
ernment, our government, people
rendering the agencies more dysfuncwho work for us and have spent some
tional than they already are). But it is
time studying the project—would
happening. And one thing’s for sure: if
take care of our land for us, with our
we stand by and let it happen—if we
collective interest in mind. That’s
don’t work together to come up with
how we got the forest service and the
real and sustainable solutions for the
park service and the Bureau of Land
management of our public land—we
Management. These agencies are very
will lose it. And we won’t get it back.
far from perfect. Their mandate is
impossibly broad. The challenges they This land is our land. Join us next
face are formidable: climate change,
Thursday (the 27th) to rally for it.
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Mammoth Lakes
STELLAR BREW PARKING LOT • 5 - 8 PM
Tacos • Beer • Banjo Pickin’ • Crosscut Saw Demos
Prize for Best Sign • Live Streaming March for Public Lands in SLC

LIVE MUSIC BY DREDDIE POPPINS & THE PROFESSIONALS

A NEW
HOME
FOR
FAMILY
FUN

NEW RELEASE OF LUXURY MOUNTAIN RETREATS NOW SELLING!
New Luxury Mountain Retreats with Alpine Golf Course and Athletic Club Minutes from Mammoth Mountain.
3-4 BEDROOMS UP TO 2,742 SQ. FT. • FROM THE HIGH $700,000’s • SALES 877-766-9275 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM
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Another Luxury Development by The Chadmar Group

