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SO SHE FLIES, EH?

By Giles

orthern Inyo Hospital
CEO Dr. Kevin Flanigan told The Sheet on
Wednesday that he believes
the State of California is approaching a tipping point
with regard to prescription
opioids and the public health
problems they cause. “If
nothing were to change, I bet
that we would have a couple
dozen deaths [in the Eastern
Sierra] in the next year or
two.”
According to the California
Opioid Overdose Surveillance Dashboard, a database
created by the California
Department of Public Health,

Preston Hammer, Stella Vanderhurst, and Aidan Brocia get a tour of
the new Mammoth Lakes Police Station with Chief Al Davis. For more
photos from the grand opening on October 16, see page 12.

there were 17,877 opioid
prescriptions written in Inyo
County in 2016. According to
the 2010 census, Inyo County
has a population of 18,260
people. That’s 98 prescriptions for every 100 people
who live in Inyo County.
According to the same
database, there were 5,987
prescriptions written for opioids in Mono County in 2016,
which, according to the 2010
census, has a population of
13,909 people.
The figures were more
striking in Trinity and Plumas Counties, which both

see OPIOIDS, page 21

A LA CART
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Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre’s production of “The Crucible” by Arthur Miller opened Thursday.
From left: Cast members Leslie-Anne Hoxie, Eva Howell, Mike Dostrow, Skyler Kenny and Tim Casey.
Miller’s tale of witches and hysteria in 17th century Massachusetts is as relevant as ever, and comes right
in time for Halloween. There are just eight shows. Book now. For photos and a review, see pages 10 & 11.

GOING STEADY

Inyo County, Town of Mammoth Lakes cozy up over reliable air service
By Rea

T
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Gogo Carleton obeying seatbelt laws at Bishop Country Club. Mammoth’s golf courses may have closed for the season, but BCC has been
enjoying prime weather and conditions.

A Black Tie Affair
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he Town of Mammoth
Lakes and Inyo County
are now officially “going steady” when it comes to
finding a solution for reliable
regional air service in the
Eastern Sierra.
Inyo County District 2
Supervisor Jeff Griffiths had
previously said that the Town
of Mammoth, which runs
Mammoth-Yosemite Airport
(MMH), and Inyo County,
which has been working to
get commercial certification
for the Bishop Airport, were
“still dating” when referring
to possible collaboration between the entities (See “Inyo
County and Mammoth Lakes
‘Still Dating,’” July 7).
At the meeting of the
Mammoth-Inyo Air Working Group (MIAWG—pro-

nounced “my-wog,” according to Mammoth Mayor
John Wentworth) on Friday,
October 13, a “framework
for cooperation agreement”
was approved by all members: Griffiths, Inyo County
District 4 Supervisor Mark
Tillemans, Wentworth, and
Mammoth Town Council
member Shields Richardson.
MIAWG is a sub-committee
of the Eastern Sierra Council
of Governments (ESCOG),
and its only formal members are the elected officials
named above. However, other
members present at the table
included Inyo County Public
Works Director Clint Quilter,
Inyo CAO Kevin Carunchio,
Mammoth’s Public Works
Director Grady Dutton, and
Town Manager Dan Holler.

“It’s a statement of intent,”
said Quilter of the document.
“Maybe we’re more comfortable with that than calling it
an ‘agreement.’”
What this means is that,
as Bishop Airport steadily
marches towards gaining
the “Part 139” certification it
needs from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
to run its own commercial
flights, it may also soon be
able to function as a bad
weather backup for flights
turned away from the notoriously windy MMH.
It also means that Bishop
Airport, with its massive
acreage (869 acres compared
to MMH’s 205), structurally sound runways and
more reliable weather, could

Olancha: the new
Napa

Follow the money

Apocalypse Now?
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see AIRPORT, page 16
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EXPANDING THE
BLACK TIE EXPERIENCE

Rental delivery service will now have in-store option
By Lunch

Black Tie Ski Rental has a new tag line: “We’ll come to your living room, or
you can come to ours.”
Jeremy Goico and Colin Fernie opened a franchise of the ski rental company
in Mammoth eight years ago.
Since that time, the company has operated out of a commercial building in
the industrial park.
However, the partners purchased a new storefront, the deal closing August
1. They are now located in the old Mammoth Times space on Old Mammoth
Road, next to the Disabled Sports Eastern Sierra Thrift Store and within a
stone’s throw of Vons, which is located behind the building.
While Black Tie will continue to lease its industrial park space for inventory/
storage/tuning, 90 percent of the business will run out of the new location,
according to Fernie.
So what was the impetus for the purchase? It was a matter of outgrowing the
old space, explained Fernie. “We are also at a juncture where it made sense to
buy,” he added. “It was the nicest building we saw. Good bones. Good location. And we see long-term real estate value.”
How does it change the business? While the core business has always been
and will continue to be ski delivery, the thought with the new space is that it
would generate more walk-in traffic, more walk-in fit options. But it will operate like a restaurant. Black Tie will take reservations for in-store service, and is
building out three “living roomettes” for that purpose.
Part of the thinking, said Fernie, is about capacity. “You’ve got so many
employees, so many vehicles … this is a way to serve more people, and it gives
us a little bit more flexibility and a little more opportunity to capture that
impulse purchase.”
Proximity to Vons certainly lends itself to potential “one stop shopping.”
Black Tie Ski Rentals does not sell skis. It does offer limited retail options/
accessories (gloves, hats, etc.).
Black Tie prides itself on customer service, which includes slopeside assistance as well as complimentary return (you don’t have to return the skis after
the weekend. They’ll come get them).
They plan to be operating for opening weekend and will host a Chamber
After Hours event on November 14.
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LOCAL BRIEFS

Shots fired on Tu Su Lane
Rick Dewey was taken into custody Saturday, October 14 in Bishop for discharging a gun on the Bishop Paiute Reservation, according to a press release
from the Inyo County Sheriff’s Office. Dewey shot down a power line that
sparked a small fire on Tu Su Lane.
At 4:40 a.m., Inyo County dispatch received a call of shots fired near See Vee
Lane, east of Tu Su Lane. Deputies responded and were unable to find anything suspicious.
Dispatch received another report of shots fired and a power outage at 5 a.m.
Deputies returned to the vicinity and discovered the downed power line and a
small fire. At 6:45 a.m., law enforcement heard shots ring out from a residence
on Tu Su Lane. A Special Enforcement Detail comprised of staff from Inyo
County Sheriff’s Office, Mono County Sheriff’s Office, Bishop Police Department, and Olancha Medics responded to the area, and a CodeRED notification
was sent out for nearby residents to shelter in place. The team surrounded the
residence from which they believed the gunshots had originated, and a warrant was obtained to arrest the person inside. The suspect, 50-year old Rick
Dewey, was arrested without incident.
Dewey was charged with assault with a deadly weapon, possession of a large
capacity magazine, negligent discharge of a firearm, vandalism and possession
of a destructive device.
Correction: Jim Pettigrew passed away on Saturday, October 7, not October 8 as
erroneously reported in The Sheet on October 14. The Sheet regrets the error and
apologizes to Mr. Pettigrew’s family and friends.
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DECADE-OLD DAYCARE PROJECT MOVES FORWARD
Mono county Office of Education to move forward with design for a new child care center at the existing ice rink
By Rea

T

he Mono County Office of Education is moving forward with the
design process for a child care
center at the current site of the Mammoth ice rink, said Superintendent
Stacey Adler, who told The Sheet that
architect Brian Ten will be designing
the proposed 19,000-square foot building.
A decade ago (2007), MCOE drafted
a contract with Carde Ten Architects of
Santa Monica for a schematic design
of the Mammoth Lakes Child Care
Center, to be built at a site above the
current proposed site. Adler said that
Mammoth Mountain, First 5 Mono
County, the Town of Mammoth Lakes,
and Mammoth Hospital were all involved in that contract, which was for
$75,000.
The schematic work was done for
that center, said Adler, but the project
was abandoned due to the global financial crisis and economic downturn.
That $75,000 was essentially sacrificed,
which Adler said was not uncommon
during that time.
“I wish we could have applied [the
money],” said Adler. “That’s kind of
the cost of doing business. I think we
were probably not the only project that
went that way.”

Adler said that the contract between
Carde Ten and MCOE “hadn’t been fulfilled so, we still had an open contract,”
and therefore MCOE did not have to issue a new Request for Proposals for an
architect to design the center. “I would
say it’s not a new contract, it’s just kind
of a part two.”
The current contract for schematic
design with Carde Ten is capped at
$100,000 said Adler. She did not know
what the amount was for the original
contract.
Adler said last week that the new
center would be larger than initially
proposed, with a capacity for 146 children, age 0-5, at any one time (Adler
said the building would be 15,000
square feet and have a capacity for 108
children in May).
She also said that a revolving,
10-year zero interest grant from the
California Department of Education
to fund portables (pre-fabricated,
relocatable buildings) may be available
to MCOE. When Adler heard about
the grant, “I said, ’it’s a sign, we really
have to do this,’” after 10 years of the
project being on hold. “So we picked
the ball up and started rolling again.”
Adler said MCOE would probably
ask for about $2.6 million to fund the

construction of the center, and will
be seeking in-kind buy-in from other
regional entities. She said Mammoth
Hospital CEO Gary Myers has been
involved in talks about the center, as
have staff from Mammoth Mountain,
the Town of Mammoth Lakes, MUSD,
and Inyo Mono Advocates for Community Action (IMACA). “Everybody’s
excited about it. You can’t do it without
that,” said Adler. “This building will be
able to fill a very crucial need.”
There are some obstacles to construction, however. The Town of Mammoth Lakes has secured an extended
please with MUSD for the current ice
rink site through June 30, 2019, according to Town Manager Dan Holler.
With the proposed Multi-Use Facility
at Mammoth Creek Park West falling
short of funding (and construction
costs continuing to rise), its proposed
groundbreaking in the spring of 2018 is
not assured.
However, Adler said, MCOE and
Carde Ten Architects are “moving
forward with the design process so we
can be ready to rock and roll as soon
as… the Town is going to be able to
vacate the ice rink. That’s our most
desired site.”
Currently, she said, the drawings

done by Brian Ten are specific to that
site. Adler showed The Sheet blueprints for the building that she received at a meeting on Tuesday, October 17. They included a multi-purpose
room, which may be used by students
from MUSD, and an industrial kitchen
which could function as a space to
offer adult education and cooking
classes, among other programming
opportunities.
“I have to be thinking about revenue
streams to help [with the cost of] operations,” said Adler. She said that the
current ice rink site is ideal because
it will require minimal sitework, and
because of its proximity to other educational facilities such as the library,
schools and administrative offices.
However, she said, “Brian is used to
changing sites…he had plans drawn
for three different sites during the time
they were working on this” in 2007. “If
we see [changing sites is] what has to
happen, then that’s what has to happen.”
Cards Ten specializes in facilities
like this, said Adler. On its website, the
firm states that it has designed “over 20
medium and large child care centers
for private, municipal and university
clients.”
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THE GIVING PARK

Millpond County Park isn’t what it used to be
By Bodine

T

he 120-acre Millpond County
Park west of Bishop is best
known as the site of the
popular Millpond Music Festival.
It also once had a steady line-up of
horseshoe tournaments and softball
games on the calendar.
The park features two playgrounds, two ballfields, four tennis
courts, thirty horseshoe pits, endless picnic areas, a pond for fishing
and swimming, equestrian facilities
Lately, the park’s popularity has
waned. There’s speculation by some
Inyo County staff that the interests
of the public are changing and nobody wants to hurl a horseshoe or
hit a tennis ball anymore. The county is evolving with the times and
hopes to get some modern sports
going at the park, like Disc Golf. The
property has changed many times
since the land was first settled in the
Nineteenth Century.
John McGee first settled in the
area in the 1860s calling his homestead, Pleasant Valley Ranch. McGee Creek flows near the site which
is named after the McGee family.
Roberta Carlson owner of Pampered
Poochies located at the Millpond
Equestrian Center explained the
Abelour Ranch, built by A.W. Longley at the turn of the century, had
a stunning mansion with Romanesque pillars that stood where the
concession stand is now. Cattle and

PHOTO COURTESY OF HILKE UNGERSMA

The mansion at Abelour Ranch stood where the concession now sits at Millpond County Park. The ranch was built at the turn of the century and filled the land from Ricking
K to Sawmill Road with orchards, cornfields, cattle, and sheep.
fields to desert scrub and sage.
sheep grazed the lands.
Inyo Lumber operated a mill at
The City of Los Angeles Departthe park until the 1970s when the
ment of Water and Power bought
lease was handed over to the county.
up the site in 1934 and has leased to
ranchers and farmers. The ranch had Carlson said the mill made ore boxes
for the Tungsten Mine and Tungsten
fruit orchards, cornfields and alfalfa
City, which had a population of over
from Rocking K to Sawmill Road to
the north. Hilke Ungersma, owner of 10,000 at one time. The pond was
Millpond Equestrian Center said the used to clean the logs that were used
to make the boxes.
fields were full in 1969.
It’s taken a lot of hard work to
The father of Jimmy Cook, owner
transform the area from mill to park.
of Sierra Saddlery grew corn there,
Ron Hubbard of Hubbard Constructoo. Carlson credits the Los Angeles
tion loved fast pitch softball and
Department of Water and Power for
built the fields and put in the grass.
taking the water and turning the
Jim Tatum, Bishop City Manager

PHOTO COURTESY OF HILKE UNGERSMA

6-year-old Gunnar Cash Maddox of
Bishop shows off a Bluegill he caught in
Millpond in late September.
and long-time baseball coach and
player explained Hubbard started
the Northern Inyo Athletic team

see MILLPOND, page 20

OCTOBER 27-29

WE HAVE A SKI BOOT FOR YOU
Whether it’s your first time on the slopes or you
are waist deep in freshies, Surefoot has the
perfect boot for you and your skiing ability. Come
into Surefoot's October Madness Sale October
27-29 for our only sale on 2018 model ski boots
this year. It is the one and only time of the year
that loyal locals get 20% off our latest and
greatest new models of boots, liners and selected
accessories which have just arrived in our store.
Experience the comfort of a memory foam
mattress in your ski boots with Surefoot Memory
Foam. In addition to our custom ski boots we also
offer standard ski boots from Tecnica, Nordica,
Lange, Full Tilt, Dalbello, Salomon and Dynafit*.
*Available at selected stores.

MAMMOTH
Sale hours: 9AM-6PM
760-924-8333 • In the Village at Mammoth

OCTOBER MADNESS SALE
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YOU WIN SOME, YOU LOSE SOME

Southern Inyo Hospital gets a new CT Scanner, but faces old financial woes
By Jam es

T

he Southern Inyo Healthcare
District Board (SIHD) voted at a
special meeting on October 10
to trade in Southern Inyo Hospital’s
broken tubeless 64-slice GE CT Scanner, which broke down six weeks ago,
for a fully functioning GE Gold Star
Refurbished-to-Factory-Condition,
16-slice CT replacement unit. The
new CT scanner comes with a twoyear warranty, and it arrived earlier
this week. According to SIHD Board
President Richard Fedchenko, the new
scanner will be up and running by
Friday, October 20.
CT, pronounced “CAT”, stands for
“Computerized Axial Tomography.”
The machines came into use in 1972.
During a CT scan, the patient lies on
a table that slides into a scanning
machine. Once inside, an x-ray beam
rotates around the body while detectors measure how much of the x-rays
pass through the tissues and organs,
indicating density. From this information a computer creates many images
called slices, which can be studied
individually. Placed together you can
create a 3-D model of the area of the
body being studied.
It was determined that SIH only
needed a 16-slice CT scanner; the
64-slice unit was far more than what
was needed for the level of care provided at the hospital. The replacement
16-slice scanner is also much less
expensive than either buying a new
replacement tube for the old machine
or having the original rebuilt. The cost

of the new machine was $59,000. The
cost to repair the original 64-slice CT
scanner would have been $360,000.
The monthly maintenance cost for
a 64-slice CT scanner is $29,000, or
$348,000 a year, whereas the yearly
cost for the 16-slice CT scanner is only
$58,000 a year. Additionally, SIHD will
receive $175,000 credit on the trade-in
of the original machine. The refurbished CT scanner will allow the Emergency Room to continue to operate,
which is vital to the hospital’s eventual
exit from bankruptcy.
A year after declaring bankruptcy
and being forced to close for four
months, the SIHD Board continues to
struggle to put the hospital on sound
financial footing. The Board recently
went to bankruptcy court to force its
management company, Healthcare
Conglomerate Associates (HCCA),
brought on in January of 2016, to
restore the Board’s right to oversee its
own expenditures.
The Board is considering a bond
measure to generate additional funding to pay off its bankruptcy debt.
Local businessman Doug Thompson
questioned whether it was a good
idea to throw yet more money at the
problem during the Board’s Oct. 10
meeting. Board Secretary Jaque Hickman replied that if the Board moves
forward with a bond, it would be up to
the community to decide whether they
want to support it, and ultimately if
they want a hospital or not.
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SHOW
ME
THE
MONEY
Warrant issued at Southern Inyo Hospital on suspicion of embezzlement
By Ja mes

T

wo things most people hope
never to hear are: “‘60 Minutes’
is at the front door and wants to
talk to whoever is in charge,” and “You
are hereby served with a search warrant.” The latter occurred at Southern
Inyo Hospital on Tuesday as a search
warrant was served by five representatives of the District Attorney’s office in
Tulare, along with two Tulare County
sheriff’s deputies
What information is gathered, on
January 4, 2016 in a desperate attempt
behalf of the Tulare Healthcare Disto keep the hospital operating. That
trict, is hoped to shed more light on
decision was largely based on HCCA’s
the relationship between the Tulare
touted success at turning around the
Regional Medical Center, Southern
Tulare Healthcare District.
Inyo Hospital and the company that
The SIHD board voted on October
manages both, Healthcare Conglom11 to immediately terminate and
erate Associates,
reject its contract
otherwise known
with HCCA after
as HCCA. Both
learning of alleged
The
HCCA
was
more
THD and SIHD
financial mismanare HCCA clients.
than generous with their agement.
The warrant
During a phone
served at SIH was
time, their knowledge, interview, SIHD
specifically lookBoard President,
and their people...
ing for lost, stolen
Richard Fedchenor embezzled
ko, said that the
but not with detailed
“things used for
Southern Inyo conthe means of
information on finances. tract agreement is
committing a felnot as restrictive as
ony,” according to
the one HCCA has
SIHD bankruptcy
- Richard Fedchenko with THD. While
attorney, Ashley
employees at the
M. McDow.
Tulare Regional
In addition to
Medical Center are
equipment or
considered HCCA
medications that
employees, SIH
“may” have been
employees are not. Additional diftaken from the Tulare Regional Mediferences between the two contracts
cal Center and sent to SIH, the search
include a lower termination fee for the
warrant also sought all hard copy files
agreement with SIHD, and a shorter
or electronically stored computer files
contract period. He went on to say
pertaining to invoices, receipts, billing
that, since SIHD is still under bankand payment slips, purchase orders,
ruptcy protection, it should be able
equipment and supply transfer and
to get out of the contract with HCCA.
receiving slips.
(THD filed for bankruptcy protection
McDow asked the bankruptcy court
just last week). The bankruptcy judge
to release SIHD from its contract with
will make the final decision.
HCCA for possible financial mismanBoth healthcare districts are alleging
agement and “unauthorized use of the
that HCCA has not been forthcoming
district’s bank accounts.”
in sharing the districts’ respective full
SIHD, which owns the Southern Inyo financial records. They are concerned
Hospital facility in Lone Pine, Calif.,
based on those records they have seen
hired HCCA to oversee the day-to-day
that there might be major problems
operations of the hospital and assist
being hidden from district staff.
in its bankruptcy case after it virtually
In one instance, it appeared that
collapsed in December 2015, and was
$700,000 was transferred from an
unable to pay its bills or employees.
SIHD account in late 2016 to the Tulare
The current SIHD board signed a man- Health District. This was discovered as
agement agreement with HCCA on
the SIHD board was looking for funds
to pay for a replacement CT scanner.
SIHD Board members are considering
a proposed upcoming bond measure
which was discussed at the Board’s
October 10 meeting.
“The HCCA was more than generous
with their time, their knowledge, and
their people... but not with detailed
information on finances,” said Fedchenko.
SIHD is claiming that THD may owe
Southern Inyo as much as $418,000.
Tulare is wondering if SIH owes it
money. Meanwhile HCCA’s attorney
Marshall Grossman has denied all the
allegations and feels that a courtroom
is the proper place to deal with assertions being made by both Tulare and
Southern Inyo Healthcare Districts. He
pledged HCCA’s cooperation with the
DA.
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THINKING OUTSIDE THE SHIPPING CONTAINER

Business innovators come to town, share stories of entrepeneurship, out-of-the-box thinking
By Gil e s

O

n Tuesday, October 17, the
Town of Mammoth Lakes and
Mammoth Lakes Chamber of
Commerce hosted a Downtown Revitalization Action Summit at Rafters
Restaurant in Mammoth Lakes.
There were over 50 people in attendance. The event was moderated by
consultant Darin Dinsmore of Crowdbrite Inc. and Dinsmore Sierra, LLC,
who was hired by the Town of Mammoth Lakes in October 2016 to facilitate public visioning/planning process
for a revitalized downtown Mammoth.
Dinsmore brought in three speakers,
all of whom were part of businesses
that had re-developed existing properties and buildings to create vibrant
spaces in their Eastern Sierra communities.
The first speaker was Kurt Stitser of
Reno, Nevada. Kurt and his brother,
Clint, recently created Reno’s first
“container park and beer garden,”
called The Eddy. The space, which was
constructed out of renovated shipping
containers on a leased, vacant lot in
downtown Reno, features community
gathering spaces, food trucks, free
live music, outdoor exercise classes,
and three bars. The project took five
months to construct, and is open for
nine months out of the year.
Stitser said that the most difficult
part of getting it started was the planning process. “If you want incremental
development in your community,
decide that now,” advised Stitser. “Oth-

PHOTO: GILES

Brianna Bullentini of Rawbry, Sandra Moberly, Kurt Stitser of The Eddy, Kathleen
Bunnage of The Coachman Hotel, and Consultant Darin Dinsmore.
erwise, the planning process forces
developers who want to create something new to jump through endless
hoops because their project doesn’t
meet the existing zoning definitions.”
The second speaker was Kathleen
Bunnage, General Manager of the
Coachman Hotel in South Lake Tahoe.
The Coachman is in a building that
was previously a lower-end 1970s motel. Bunnage worked with the owners
of The Coachman to create a boutique
experience for affluent, unencumbered millennials from the Bay Area, a
group that had traditionally bypassed
South Lake.
Bunnage said that millennials seek
to tell a story when they travel. They

want to repackage experiences via social media. “There are individuals now
who have as much reach as national
publications,” said Bunnage. By telling
the story of a town or neighborhood in
a compelling way, boutique hotels can
be catalysts for community redevelopment, said Bunnage.
The third speaker was Brianna
Bullentini, the lead designer for The
Basement, a project to re-design and
re-vitalize the old post office building
in downtown Reno. Bullentini recruited local businesses to open spaces in
the former basement of the building,
creating an indoor market with a community lecture hall. The space grew to
be so successful that West Elm solic-

ited the city for a space on the second
floor, becoming the first national
anchor tenant to come to downtown
Reno in 30 years.
Bullentini said that a thriving community should have a central place
where everyone feels compelled to
check in once per day, and where they
spend their time when not at work
or at home. “Reno is still much like
Mammoth, where you have island
destinations a car ride apart.” She said
that infill development requires community buy-in, and buy-in from business owners who are willing to work
together to create a shared vision..
According to Bullentini, the project
was successful because all the business owners agreed to “speak the same
language” to customers with regard
to logos and signage. Additionally,
Bullentini was invested as a business
owner, opening her juice bar Rawbry
in the space, so she had credibility
when marketing the space to others.
Town of Mammoth Lakes Community and Economic Development
Director Sandra Moberly said in an
email to The Sheet that she thought a
project similar to The Eddy could be
approved by the Town of Mammoth
Lakes. “We would need to evaluate the
shipping containers to determine if
they met the Town’s snow load, wind
design, and seismic design requirements. Additionally, the project would
require design review approval,” said
Moberly.

Locals Favorite

Since 2001

ONLY

1095

$

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND
STARTING OCTOBER 4TH

FALL
MINI MENU
SERVING BEER, WINE & SAKE!
NEW
ITEM

MINI POT STICKERS

served with a citrus ponzu sauce and fried rice.

PHO!

Vietnamese noodle soup with your choice of steak & meatball,
chicken or veggies & tofu. Complete with all the fixings.

KUNG PAO CHICKEN

Our locals favorite spicy comfort food, served with
steamed jasmine rice.

LO MEIN

Savory Chinese noodles with chicken or veggies & tofu.

FALL HOURS:

OPEN WEDNESDAY THRU SUNDAY
LUNCH 11AM-3PM DINNER 5PM–10PM

DINE IN

•

TAKE OUT

VIEW OUR
FULL MENU

•

DELIVERY

587 Old Mammoth Rd, In the Sherwin Plaza 3 | 760.934.7355 | thaidup.net
For more info, promotions & coupons visit our web site or join us on facebook
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EXPENSIVE MOVE

Town Council considers costly parking and snow removal regulations
By Rea

A

t a Wednesday, October 18 workshop on the Town of Mammoth
Lakes snow management program and parking policy, Mammoth’s
Town Council agreed upon several enforcement policies suggested by Public
Works Director Grady Dutton. The
Town will now require snow removal
operators/owners that wish to utilize
Town streets for snow management to
obtain an encroachment permit. Additionally, the Town will enforce unlawful
disposal of snow on any town road and
the unlawful pushing of snow across or
onto any town road for the purpose of
depositing it elsewhere.
The snow management program
and parking policy comes in the wake
of a massive winter, and Town staff are
attempting to get ahead of issues that
proved problematic last year. Another
part of the discussion centered around
the winter parking prohibition, as multiple vehicles were buried in snow and
damaged because they were parked in
inappropriate places.
The current ordinance states that
“the parking or standing of vehicles in
designated areas on the roadside of the
snow stakes along any town road from
November 1 through April 30 is prohibited unless the location has been
designated for winter parking…”
Council discussed whether cars
would be allowed to “park outside the
snow stakes with the understanding,
after significant public outreach, that
should it snow, those vehicles will
likely be covered in blown snow,” as
stated in the staff report.
Council members and staff agreed
that a public outreach program might
be effective in helping certain “problem areas” maintain compliance this
winter.
Dutton said that in early November,
Town Staff will place an ad in the paper
notifying residents of enforcement
policies, and possibly go door to door
in certain areas to inform residents of
the regulations.
“We’re not targeting them, but saying we recognize you have no frontage for snow storage, so this is what
you’re going to have to do, we can’t
take [the snow] down the street to your
neighbors,” said Dutton, who said that
there are several people in town who
store extra cars, boats, snowmobiles
and other equipment at their homes
throughout the winter, or park vehicles
in areas where the Town has the right
to put snow.
Council and staff also discussed
the addition of a new trackless snow

blower to the Town fleet (the Town
currently operates two of these to plow
sidewalks) in order to service the new
sidewalk currently under construction
on Main Street.
“To put sidewalks in on Main Street
and then not have them available for
pedestrian use is problematic,” said
Council member Colin Fernie.
Council member Bill Sauser balked
at staff’s suggestion that anyone using
Town roads or right of ways to transport snow pay a proposed $375 fee for
an encroachment permit.
“So what you’re telling me is you
want me to pay the town $375 a
year to…take snow across Manzanita Road?” asked Sauser, who said
he transports snow from his and his
neighbors’ houses to an empty lot
across the street.
“Maybe the price of that will be
lower, but we have to cover our staff
time” to prepare the permits, said Dutton, who added that the liability is the
biggest issue for him—if snow removal
operators damage Town streets, the
Town wants to be able to hold them
accountable.
“I can understand that in a commercial operation,” said Sauser, “but the
little private guys around me whose
snow I take almost for free are certainly not going to understand…[this
is] something we’ve been doing for 50
years.”
“There was a lot of wild west stuff
going on here,” said Fernie. “Just
because it’s the way we’ve always done
it is not a reason to continue to do
something.”
Staff and Council also discussed
the dangerous issue of drivers with
no chains getting stuck around Town.
Council member Cleland Hoff asked
Police Chief Al Davis why every motorist who got stuck for lack of chains
didn’t receive a ticket, and Davis
replied that there wasn’t always time to
issue a citation when Mammoth Lakes
Police Department officers were busy
towing vehicles all over town.
“Well give them an iPad [with the
citation] and let them figure it out,”
Hoff suggested.
Sauser jokingly suggested a “letter of
shame in the local paper” for people
who get stuck for neglecting to use
chains.
Sauser reminded those present that
last year was “an anomaly,” and said
“we can’t afford to plan [for anomalies]. We can’t have ‘A’ level service in
those types of years. People have to get
over it, we live in snow country.”

PHOTO: REA

A typical scene last January, a winter which inspired revisiting snow management.
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TILLEMANS’ SALES PITCH

Supervisor Tillemans promises to recuse himself from votes on cannabis
By Bo din e

F

ourth District Inyo County Sunever has any conversations with
pervisor Mark Tillemans made
Tillemans concerning his personal
a presentation to the Board of
cannabis dealings or business. Pucci
Supervisors on Tuesday, October 17.
said he has heard rumors of Tillemans
He told The Sheet on October 11 that
possible involvement but didn’t know
he planned to address the Board refor sure until reading a recent article
garding his possible business venture
(“THC for the Tillemans”, October 14)
into the cannabis industry. Following
about it in The Sheet.
the interview with The Sheet and, what
Griffiths said he too had heard the
he called rumors in the community,
rumors but didn’t know about any
he purported in a press release issued
hands-on dealings.
October 12, that he was going to “proThe Supervisors seemed to feel that
vide a full detailed report” regarding
a presentation at a board meeting may
upcoming cannabis policy decisions to not have been the best way for Tillethe Board.
mans to let his constituents know what
The press release states that Tilhe was up to, but conceded that they
lemans does not have a legal conflict
had a right to know.
of interest relating to board decisions
“It’s not really fair for them not to
made about cannabis, but that, “there
know,” Kingsley said.
is a perceived conflict of interest.” He
“I thought it’d be a coming out
stated he was going to recuse himself
party,” Pucci said.
from any future board decisions con“He should have expressed his senticerning cannabis.
ments directly to his constituency, not
In his presentation to the Board on
during board reports,” says Griffiths.
Tuesday, Tillemans never specified
Tillemans told The Sheet that both
what his involvement with the cannaInyo County Counsel and his own
bis industry is, if any.
attorney have said his interest in the
The majority of his statement cencannabis industry does not constitute
tered around his ill father. Tilleman’s
a conflict of interest. He promised
father has had cancer for years and
that, out of respect for the voters and
Tillemans claims
fellow board
cannabis has been
members, he
a safe and therawould recuse himpeutic pain killer
self from particiIf you’re going to
pating in any furthat has increased
ther decisions on
his father’s quality
recuse yourself, you
cannabis regulaof life.
shouldn’t be advocating tion. Inyo County
Like he was sellis in the process of
ing a time share,
to the Board on the
establishing recreTillemans told
ational cannabis
the supervisors
issue.
regulations and
about the fantastic
- Jeff Griffiths rules.
business oppor“If you’re going
tunities the local
to recuse yourself,
area could offer
you shouldn’t be
a cannabis cultiadvocating to the
vator. Tillemans
Board on the issue,” Griffiths told The
said that one of the biggest problems
Sheet. He said he has intentionally
with weed in California is mold on the
flowers. This mold is not found on Inyo never voiced his personal opinions on
cannabis, but listens to his constituCounty-grown cannabis, according to
ency for direction.
Tillemans.
“In an issue like this it’s important to
Tillemans also said that samples of
marijuana grown in Big Pine have been remain neutral and listen to the public,” Griffiths said.
tested and proven to be some of the
“I have tried listening to my conmost potent ever. The Owens Valley is
stituents and letting community
only two degrees away from the latisentiment drive this process,” Griffiths
tude of the Hindu Kush region of Asia,
where marijuana originated, he added. said. “My hope is that with Tillemans’
recusal, we will continue this process
Supervisor Jeff Griffiths said he was
with integrity.”
uncomfortable with Tillemans trying
“Having a board member makto sell cannabis to the board.
ing decisions on a business [he may
Tillemans said he has not and does
want to enter] poses a challenge to
not have any business dealings with
other board members,” Kingsley said.
the cannabis industry, nor has he
“I have confidence that the actions
purchased any property in Inyo or
of one board member won’t blemish
Mono counties for the sole purpose of
the board’s reputation. Each of us, as
growing weed.
elected officials, stand on our own
Tillemans told The Sheet last week
merit.”
he had purchased property in the
Neither Tillemans nor Supervisor
Olancha area. Sure, he didn’t say it was
Don Totheroh returned requests for
for the sole purpose of growing weed,
interviews.
but he did say the area could become
It will be legal to sell and grow recthe Napa Valley of marijuana.
reational marijuana in California on
Supervisor Matt Kingsley told The
Sheet he was aware of Tillemans’ inter- January 1, 2018. However, where and
how weed can be sold and grown is up
est in the cannabis industry but not of
to individual counties and their superhis possible financial involvement.
visors to decide.
Supervisor Rick Pucci said in an
interview on October 18 that he has
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AS THE WORLD BURNS

Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre’s production of Arthur Miller’s play “The Crucible” runs the next two weekends
By Rea

T

he beauty of Arthur Miller’s “The
Crucible,” which opens this
weekend at the Edison Theatre,
is that Miller’s account of a frenzied
downward spiral of finger-pointing
that results in the destruction of a New
England community is so easily transferable to current events.
When the play debuted in 1953, it
was thought of as a parable for the
era of anti-communist McCarthyism.
Watching the performance this week
as presented by Mammoth Lakes
Repertory Theatre and directed by
Shira Dubrovner, my palms sweated as
volleys of accusations and confessions
reached a fever pitch. It felt as though
the world was going completely mad—
not a far cry from the way I feel when I
read the news each morning.
Presented in only four scenes, with
stark and effective set design that
imparts the joyless puritanism of the
late-1600s Massachusetts Bay Colony
in which the play is set, the production
is undeniably heavy, but captivating.
My first round of goosebumps came
courtesy of Susan Dalian, who plays
the slave Tituba, unloading a chilling confession of her dalliances with
Satan and subsequently accusing two
women of being witches, setting off the
chain of events that would eventually
culminate in the famed Salem Witch
Trials, upon which the play is based.
Joining in Tituba’s cries are Abigail
Williams (Lesley-Anne Hoxie) and

PHOTOS BY ALEKSANDRA MENDEL

Grace Griego as Mary Warren, Ted Carleton as John Protcor, and Allison McDonellPage as Elizabeth Proctor.
preacher’s daughter Betty Parris (Eva
to cause and subsequently finds himHowell), who were caught dancing in
self unable to quell.
the woods around a cauldron by the
In this first scene, we learn that
Reverend Samuel Parris (Tim Casey).
Abigail drank blood in a ceremony
Casey is somewhat detestable (and I
involving young girls of the village in
mean that as the highest compliment)
order to put a curse on the wife of John
in his role as the sniveling Reverend
Proctor (Ted Carleton), with whom she
Parris, seeking to absolve his house
had an affair while in service as a maid
and his daughter of responsibility
in his home.
for bringing the devil to his commuCarleton is formidable in his role as
nity. He calls in backup in the form of
the tormented tyrant Proctor, whose
Reverend John Hale (Mike Dostrow—
haunted eyes scan the horizon for
check out this guy’s calves in a pair
some way to escape the fate his actions
of pilgrim shoes!), who plays the role
have wrought, as his wife is eventually
of a reasonable man caught up in a
accused of witchcraft and his world
groundswell of hysteria that he helps
crumbles around him.
The second scene occurs in the
Proctor home, as Elizabeth Proctor (Allison McDonell-Page) delivers an icy,
melancholic performance as a farmer’s
wronged wife that is extremely uncomfortable in its accuracy. The terse,
monosyllabic exchanges between
husband and wife are almost more

Eva Howell (left) as Betty Parris and
Lesley-Anne Hoxie (right) as Abigail
Williams.
excruciating to watch than the blowout
screaming match their conversation
eventually escalates into, with John
Proctor shouting at his wife “an everlasting funeral marches round your
heart,” and “your justice could freeze
beer.”
We’ve all been both John (“I’ll not
have your suspicion anymore!”) and
Elizabeth (“Then let you not earn it!”).
When Elizabeth Proctor is subsequently hauled off by Ezekiel Cheever
(Rob Gill), Proctor’s rage is directed
towards his new maid and one of the
accusers, Mary Warren (played by
Grace Griego, a surprise favorite whose
character is simultaneously pitiable
and infuriating), whom he orders to
come clean.

see CRUCIBLE, page 11
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CRUCIBLE
continued from page 10
The second half of the play rolls
forward as more of the town, including
some of its most upstanding citizens,
are accused and arrested. Charles
Scatolini is heartbreaking as the griefstricken Giles Corey, who blames himself for his wife’s imprisonment after
he confesses to Reverend Hale that his
wife reads strange books. Also tearjerking is Jeff Frome, who plays Francis
Nurse—his wife Rebecca (Eva PooleGilson) refuses to indulge Betty Parris
in her torpor in the beginning scene,
and is eventually accused herself.
Hoxie’s performance is at times
wanting for the deviousness of a cunning puppet-master who could bring
so many to their knees, but watching
her face during John Proctor’s plea for
sanity from Deputy Governor Danforth
(the fantastically bloodthirsty Greg
Young) was redeeming—she’s practically licking her lips with glee. Young’s
performance as a man unmoved by
logic, and even by John Proctor’s lifedestroying admission of guilt, is one
of the strongest performances of the
show. When attempting to extract a
written confession from John Proctor, Young wrings his hands greedily.
He calls to mind Attorney General Jeff
Sessions.
A sophomore performance by Skyler
Kenny (he made his stage debut in last
summer’s Shakespeare in the Woods)
is also impressive—Kenny plays the
scheming, scowling Thomas Putnam,
whose daughter’s accusations he uses
as a tool to wrest valuable land from
his neighbors. Probably one of the
most heart-rending scenes is when
Giles Cory refuses to give up his sons’
right to his land by confessing to
witchcraft and is tortured to death—
we don’t see it, but McDonell-Page
recants it to us with such sorrow and
tenderness that we can imagine Scatolini’s kind face going bravely to his fate.
“The Crucible” has been required
reading for generations of high school
students for a reason—it tackles the
themes of lust, revenge, fear, and the
battles within all of us between good
and evil.
“Perhaps every age gets the ‘Crucible’ it deserves,” wrote film critic Roger
Ebert of the story. Every age has its
scapegoats. First it’s only the strange
and “other” who are sentenced to hang
(the drunken Sara Good, played by a
wild-eyed Juliana Olinka-Jones), then
the fingers point to those who have
the most to lose. To watch MLRT’s
production is to want to leap onstage
and thrash the simple skulls of those
who hold justice in their flawed hands.
Carleton’s Proctor trembles with rage
at his inability to do so, and we know
how his story ends.
“The Crucible” runs from Oct. 19-28.
Thurs-Sat at 7 p.m. and Sun at 4 p.m.
Tickets: www.mammothlakesrepertorytheatre.com or 760.934.6592.
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CAST LIST

Betty Parris................................Eva Howell
Rev. Samuel Parris.....................Tim Casey
Tituba....................................Susan Dalian
Abigail Williams...........Lesley-Anne Hoxie
Susanna Walcott....................Abby Stoiber
Mrs. Ann Putnam................Madeline Roy
Thomas Putnam...................Skyler Kenny
Mercy Lewis...........................Hope Reeves
Mary Warren..........................Grace Griego
John Proctor...........................Ted Carleton
Rebecca Nurse................Eva Poole-Gilson
Giles Corey......................Charles Scatolini
Rev. John Hale......................Mike Dostrow
Elizabeth Proctor..Allison McDonell-Page
Francis Nurse.............................Jeff Frome
Ezekiel Cheever.............................Rob Gill
Judge Hawthorne..................Mike Aguirre
Deputy Gov. Danforth.............Greg Young
Sara Good.................Juliana Olinka-Jones
Hopkins......................................Lew Jones

From left: Rob Gill (Ezekiel Cheever), Mike Dostrow (Rev. John Hale), Greg Young
(Deputy Governor Danforth), and Tim Casey (Rev. Samuel Parris).
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HOUSEWARMING AT THE NEW STATION

Mammoth Lakes Police Department and Town of Mammoth Lakes welcome the community to the new police station
By Gile s

O

n Monday, October 16, the
Mammoth Lakes Police Department and Town of Mammoth
Lakes hosted a grand opening event
for the new Mammoth Lakes Police
Station. According to Public Works
Director Grady Dutton, the station is
the first building the Town of Mammoth Lakes has built itself to house
Town employees, exclusively, since its
incorporation in 1994.
There was a free barbecue, with
tours of the facility, and the opportunity for kids to check out the inside of
a police car. The new facility features
a holding cell, which the old facility
did not have. On the tour, Officer Rick
Bellis jokingly described the situation
at the former station as “more of a
holding bench.”

Officers Andy Lehr and Daniel Hansen
grilled over 100 hot dogs.

Rich Foie, Quart Keyes, and Juliana Olinka operated the CERT
booth.

Laurel Martin, Jeffrey Smith, and Kathy Copeland all smile for
the camera.

From left: Sgt. Joe Vetter, Officer Rick Bellis, and Officer Doug
Hornbeck of MLPD gave tours of the new facility.

Mono County Sheriff Ingrid Braun and CHP Officer Carina
Baldridge showed their support for fellow law enforcement.

In Honor of October’s Breast Cancer Awareness Month,

$10

En honor del mes de Octubre, el mes para crear conciencia sobre el Cáncer de Mama

Mammoth Hospital is proud to offer:

Mammograms

*

*Applies to uninsured females 40 and over who are symptom free with no prior history of breast cancer.
Must schedule before or during the month of October. Other terms and conditions may apply.

Mammoth
Community
Cares.

To make an appointment,
please call us Monday-Friday
between 9 and 4pm at

760.924.4070

Mammoth Hospital se enorgullece en ofrecer:
*

Mamografias a

$10

*Esto aplica a las mujeres sin seguro médico de 40 años o mayores que son libres de síntomas sin historial médico previo de Cáncer
de Mama: Debe ser una residente del Condado de Mono que no se ha realizado una mamografía dentro del último año.

Para hacer una cita, por favor
comuníquese de lunes a
viernes entre las horas de 9am
a 4pm, al número

¡La Comunidad
de Mammoth Se
Preocupa!

760.924.4070

State of the Art
Digital Mammography

Mamografía Digital
de Vanguardia

M e t i c u l o u s C a re • M e m o r a b l e Pe o p l e • M a j e s t i c L o c at i o n

Cuidado Meticuloso • Personas Memorables • Lugar Majestuoso

Elevate Your Health

We’re social. Come visit.

w w w. m a m m o t h h o s p i t a l . c o m

Elevate Your Health

Visite nuestras páginas de Facebook y Twitter

w w w. m a m m o t h h o s p i t a l . c o m
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CASA
A CONSTANT FOR KIDS WHAT’S IN A FILM?
Court Appointed Special Advocates Program seeks volunteers
The Mammoth Film Festival comes to town for a filmmakers’ workshop
By Rea

W

hen Mammoth Lakes realtor
Sonja Bush first became a volunteer for the Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) program,
she was assigned to the case of three
young boys whose parents struggled
with drug addiction. The oldest child
had been in eight foster homes in less
than two years, and Bush became the
one constant in his life. “He’d had five
social workers, he’d been in at least six
different schools,” said Bush.
“But he knew that every single time
he moved, within 24 hours, I’d be
there,” said Bush. “I’ll never forget
how after the third of fourth time he
moved, and I showed up, he looked at
me and said ‘I knew you’d come.’”
Fast forward ten years, and Bush
says that young man, who was eventually placed with relatives, looked her
up to her to let her know how much
her presence had meant to him. They
still keep in touch.
CASA volunteers are not foster parents, nor are they “big brother” or “big
sister” type mentors. They get to know
children by talking with people in that
child’s life (parents, foster parents,
teachers, social workers, attorneys and
others) and help to inform judges what
that child’s particular needs might be.
Volunteers need to complete a 30hour pre-service training course and
agree to stay with their cases until they
are closed (about 18 months on average, says Bush).
“I was raised in a very perfect little
world, and I didn’t know all this ex-

Elevate Your Health

isted,” said Bush, who initially joined
CASA as a side project for her work
with the Junior League, a women’s volunteer organization, in Kern County
(Bush moved to Mammoth in 2010).
“Once you went to training, you can’t
unsee all that. I thought, how could
you not do it?” So Bush quit Junior
League to focus full time on her CASA
work. She’s now been the eyes and ears
of the court system for at least 24 kids
who have been removed from their
parental homes.
Glenn Fowler, who became a CASA
in October of 2016 said, “You see these
foster kids, and you think, maybe you
could help make a difference in their
lives.” Fowler, 61, served in the U.S.
Marine Corps for 25 years and says being a CASA is the most rewarding thing
he’s ever done.
Mike Johnson, who worked for Juvenile Justice in Inyo County, says that
“to advocate [for the kids] is to make
sure they have a voice. These poor
kids, the court is their parent.”
“It’s such a celebration” when kids go
to their permanent homes, said Johnson. “It’s like, we did it!”
There are currently 9 children on
a waiting list for a CASA in Inyo and
Mono Counties. CASA of the Eastern
Sierra is conducting its yearly training
for prospective volunteers, with an
orientation on Wednesday, October 25
at 6 p.m. at the Wild Iris office, 150 N.
Main Street in Bishop. Call Ginnie Bird,
CASA Case Manager, at 760.873.8442
for more information.

Offering Full-Time
General Surgery Services

By Giles

O

n Saturday, October 14, The
Mammoth Film Festival (not
to be confused with The Mammoth Lakes Film Festival) hosted a
Filmmaker Education Summit at The
Village in Mammoth Lakes.
According to festival Co-Founder
Tomik Mansoori, the Summit was the
second in a series of Master Class-style
workshops the organizers plan to host
across the country. Mansoori said that
the plan is to run three Filmmaker
Education Programs annually in the
year leading up to the Mammoth Film
Festival to be held on February 8, 2018.
Similar events are tentatively scheduled in Austin and New York.
At Saturday’s workshop, aspiring
filmmakers and actors participated in
several panel discussions with successful producers, screenwriters, and actors. The dialogue was focused on the
business of making films and television shows, and on how to get started.
Steven Garcia, a producer for the TV
series “Shark Tank,” told participants
that building a team is essential to any
filmmaker’s success. “Focus on what
you love and do well—whether that’s
directing, producing, writing, acting—and find people who will do well
what you don’t,” said film producer
Jeff Kalligheri. The two producers also
said that digital film technology has
progressed so much that it is relatively
affordable to create independent films.
“You can make a feature-length movie
for $500 and favors… and if you do the
work, it could look like a $4 to 5 million

project,” said Kalligheri.
Garcia warned the audience that it
takes 10-15 years at a minimum for
most people who are successful in film
and television to feel like they’ve even
got a foothold in the business. Kalligheri’s advice? Make your side hustle
something that builds your skillset.
“Get paid to do something in entertainment, even if it’s beneath you. You
might not make as much as you did
when you were working as a waiter,
but instead of being a bartender and a
writer part-time, you’ll be a [full-time]
writer and a bar-tender part-time.”
On the note of side-hustles, actor
Kevin Alejandro said he’s done it all.
He worked as a heating and air-conditioning technician, detailed cars,
and served gelato in Venice Beach.
“The Young and the Restless was what
allowed me to stop serving ice cream,”
he reflected. Brittany Snow said “People act like you’re an overnight success
when you get recognition, when for
many who achieve that, they’ve just
been good actors working and living
their lives for years.”
Screenwriter Eric Amadio, the
creator of “Snowfall” on FX, advised
serious participants to structure their
lives around honing their craft. “I write
for eight hours every day,” said Amadio. He also warned that the first step
to becoming an interesting storyteller
is to become an interesting person,
by seeking out diverse and interesting
experiences.

see FILM FESTIVAL, page 15

EXPERIENCE THE
MOUNTAIN OF DIFFERENCE
Make this the Season of the Switch!

We are pleased to welcome new General Surgeon, Sarah Sindell to our growing
full-time general surgery practice, joining physicians Fru Bahiraei and Richard Koehler.

Premier Checking*
Specializing in a wide range of elective surgical services, including:

•

Upper Endoscopy

•

Gastroesophageal Reflux

Oak Tree Checking*

Surgery
•

Unlimited transactions
and earn interest.
Ask about discounts for
Military & College Students.

Colonoscopy & Colon
Cancer Screening

•

Enjoy the privileges of
our highest-level relationship
account, with exclusive benefits
to get the most out of your
banking experience.

Evaluation & repair of
hernias of the groin and

eChecking

abdomen

A low cost, versatile account
with banking on the go.

•

Gallbladder Surgery

•

Hemorrhoids

•

Breast Disease

•

Skin Lesions - lumps and bumps, moles, and lymph nodes

•

Wound Care

Fru Bahiraei, MD, Sarah Sindell, MD, & Richard Koehler, MD

Experience the Mountain of Difference

*Ask us about
ATM Rebates!

www.escbank.com

For more information or to schedule a visit, call the
Mammoth Hospital General Surgery Clinic at 760.924.4014
Meticulous Care • Memorable People • Majestic Location

w w w. m a m m o t h h o s p i t a l . c o m
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Mammoth Lakes

Bridgeport

351 N Main Street

307 Old Mammoth Rd

166 Main Street

760.874.2265
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760.932.7926
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FILM FESTIVAL
continued from page 15

Mammoth Lakes locals Cara and Melody Kellogg with apsiring filmmaker Meghan
Pierce at the Filmmaker Education Program on Saturday, October 14.

Director and Actress Brittany Snow with future director Joey Wells of Bridgeport.

Brittany Snow (known for her roles in the movies Hairspray, Pitch Perfect, and John
Tucker Must Die) and Kevin Alejandro (known for his roles in the TV series True
Blood, Lucifer, and Southland) talk about the business of acting for film.

Above: Producers Jeff Kalligheri and Steven Garcia (Shark Tank) during a panel
discussion. Right: Director Eric Amadio.

SLIDE INTO
XC SAVINGS
Save big on your Tamarack Cross Country Season
Pass now. Explore over 19 miles (30km) of our scenic
wilderness on Nordic skis for only $319 for adults,
$249 for youth and seniors, and $50 for kids 12 and
under. Cali4nia passholders save even more.
SEASON PASS SALE

PRICES GO UP NOV 18

16 I COVER STORY
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AIRPORT
continued from page 1
potentially accept long-haul flights
from big cities.
This would be a plus for Mammoth
Mountain, which aims to be a destination not just for visitors from Southern
California but for skiers nationwide.
With the sale of Mammoth to AspenKSL in April 2017, and the potential
for package passes for the 13 resorts
now owned by that collective group, “I
think we have the best opportunity to
bring all those loyal guests [from other
resorts] to Mammoth,” said MMSA’s
Eric Clark on Friday. “Our interest is to
make it easier for them to get here.”
The “framework for cooperation”

maintains that both MMH and Bishop
Airport will be responsible for maintaining their own Part 139 certifications, and for funding improvements
at their respective airports. However,
it also states that the TOML “may
provide financial assistance…for
accelerating completion of Part 139
projects…at Bishop Airport” at a cost
to be determined.
“If it makes sense to Mammoth
folks that [Part 139 certification] gets
accelerated for the purpose of a foul
weather backup [to MMH] there could
be assistance to speed up that timeline” of gaining commercial certifica-

AN NIHD COMMUNITY EVENT

Join Northern Inyo Healthcare District for

FINAL NIGHT!
October 26th
5-8:30 p.m.
Extended Breast Cancer
Screening Hours for
Busy Women ages 40 and up
Questions about insurance coverage
or financial aid?

Call (760) 873-2155

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
Health & Nutrition Education

Breast Self-Exam • 3D Mammography • Cancer Detection & Imaging Talks
Lymphedema Education • Nutrition & Recipes • Breast Cancer Answers
Northern Inyo Healthcare Professionals

Massage Treatments

r
O
tobe
c
Breast Cancer

NIHD Rehabilitation Services & Vitality Wellness Center

Relaxing Music

Provided by local musicians

Goodie Bags, Refreshments & More!

Awareness Month

NORTHERN I NYO H EALTHCARE DISTRICT
One Team. One Goal. Your Health.

150 Pioneer Lane, Bishop | (760) 873-5811 | w w w.NIH.org

tion, said Griffiths.
One big question to be determined
is how much financial stake the Town
of Mammoth Lakes or Mono County
(who don’t currently have a representative in the MIWAG but may in the
future) will have in commercial service
at Bishop. Griffiths said that percentages on an agreement for cost sharing
in the document were intentionally
left blank for the time being.
Options for cost sharing included
Bishop as a weather alternate only,
programming air service at Bishop
Airport for the County of Inyo and
Owens Valley, and the Town of Mammoth Lakes expanding commercial
air service to Bishop (for, for instance,
larger long-haul planes).
“Inyo’s concern is if we get to 139
certification, there’s going to be increased operations and maintenance
costs to maintain that,” said Carunchio. “To maintain Bishop Airport only
to be a weather alternative [to MMH],
that’s a big expense for the County
with no return or offset.” If Bishop
were to be a weather alternative only,
Carunchio said, Inyo County would
ask for a greater cost sharing ratio
from Mammoth. However, “if Bishop
were to have 10,000 enplanements,
then there wouldn’t be as much of a
need for offset,” said Carunchio.
Regardless of how much Mammoth
will lean on the Bishop airport, “we’re
going to march along [with commercial certification]. That’s the reality

of it,” said Carunchio. “I’ve been sent
here today by my Board of Supervisors with the clear message that there’s
a lot of folks that are really starting
to get frustrated on both sides of the
county line.”
“I’m fully prepared to recommend to
the Town Manager and Council that as
a next step from a staff perspective….
let’s get started talking with the FAA at
the table together,” said Dutton, who
said that “the FAA are the ones who
are going to help us with more funding
than anybody.”
Mammoth Lakes Tourism Executive
Director John Urdi, whose organization handles a $2 million annual regional air service subsidy as provided
by the Tourism Business Improvement District (TBID), said that Mead
& Hunt, the consulting firm that MLT
recently hired to look at regional air
service solutions, is absolutely factoring Bishop Airport into its 5-to-10 year
strategic plan.
“It definitely has been the key
conversation piece and will continue
to be the key conversation piece,” he
said. Urdi said that MLT hopes to have
a final version of the draft of Mead
& Hunt’s strategy by November 15.
Griffiths said that Inyo County hopes
to have a checklist of what is needed
for Part 139 certification for Bishop
Airport by Christmas.
Another meeting of the MIWAG will
be scheduled for an as-yet-undetermined date in December.
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NO CLASS-IFIEDS
Help Wanted

Sierra Employment Services, Inc is
hiring for the following positions
Cashiers M $12-$14
Carpenters M $29-$35
Clerical Receptionist B $16.16
Apprentice Carpenters M $15-$20
Bilingual Receptionist M/B $14-$17
Housekeeping Supervisor M/B $14-$17
Housekeepers M/Crowley $15-$18
General Laborers M/B $11-$15
Maintenance Worker I $18-$25
Call 760.924.0523 or 760-873-8599
See our full job list online
www.SierraEmployment.com

Housekeepers ($11)
Cooks
Dishwashers
Maintenance Worker
Please complete an application at
164 Old Mammoth Rd.
or e-mail pl@thelandingtahoe.com
Full and part time work available in
Mammoth and Bishop. Friendly, selfstarters, retail experience are pluses. Be
a part of the best staff, help the best customers, and help sell the best toys. Apply
at Mammoth Mountaineering Supply, Alpine Approach, Mammoth Gear Exchange
or at orders@mammothgear.com
Housekeeper Must be able & willing to
work as a team to clean several bedroom
chalets after departures & prepare for arrivals. Spanish speaking is a plus, but not
required. 1 year of experience preferred.
Debbie & Mike Crowe
Mammoth Mountain Chalets
800.327.3681 Ext 0 (CA)
  760.934.8518 Ext 0
  Reservations@MMChalets.com
NOW HIRING - front desk/customer
service, part time/full time, competitive
wage based on experience. Computer
knowledge a must. Please send resume to
manager@1849condos.com.
Do you like Dogs? Do you want to work
with dogs? We have openings for Mushers/Handlers, Trail work and Kennel Positions. For further info call Jim (760)9141019 “NO Drama Queens”
Holiday Haus Motel and Hostel is currently Hiring Housekeeping. Full-time
$14-$15 Hourly Wage! Depending on experience! Call Todd Roberts at 760.934.2414
or come by 3905 Main Street
in Mammoth Lakes.
Administrative Assistant/FrontDesk:
Butner Homeowner Assoc. Services needs
full time front desk person. Looking for
efficient, multi-tasking team player. Customer service and computer skills a must.
Competitive pay, 401(k) profit sharing,
paid vacation, holidays. Email resume
to: info@butnerhoaservices.com or FAX
Resume to: 760.934.5336, or mail to P.O.
Box 1999 Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546.
The Outlaw Saloon is hiring experienced
candidates for the following positions:
Assistant Manager, Daytime Bartender,
and Expediter. Drop off your resume to
management between 4-6pm daily ask for
Hector.
Library Assistant I/Mammoth Lakes
Library
Bilingual Preferred
Part-time 23.5 hours per week
Range 42 $18.22-$23.33 hourly
For more details and application log
onto www.edjoin.org
Mono County Office of Education
Attn: Rhea Kerby, Human Resources
PO Box 477 Bridgeport, CA 93517-0477
760.932.7311
Filing Deadline: Until Filled

Help Wanted

Temporary Snow Removal Operators
The Town of Mammoth Lakes is looking
for Temp Snow Removal Operators for the
2017/18 winter season. $22.92 - $26.53/hr.
Commercial license required. Full-time
hours, opportunity to work day or night
shifts and potential overtime. Secure a job
for the winter and be part of a dedicated,
hard-working road crew!
Full and Part time Hospitality Positions
Available
Seeking responsible, outgoing hospitality/
reservation agents for local management
company. Excellent phone/customer service skills required. Previous reservation
experience preferred. Flexible 16-40 hours
per week starting immediately. $12-14/
hr DOE. Please email resume to stacey@
mammothresrvations.com
Full Time Maintenance Manager
Needed Looking for a responsible and
reliable Maintenance / Property Manager
for upscale Mammoth community. Previous maintenance experience required.
Bilingual preferred. Full time, 40 hours
per week. Pay DOE. Email resume to
info@mammothresortmanagement.com,
call 760.934.8372, or stop by 1914 Meridian Blvd.
Maintenance Assistant Job:
Must be able & willing to assist with
maintaining & repairing 20 chalets &
other structures. Experience is needed in
snow removal, electrical, painting, carpentry & plumbing. This candidate must
be able to perform vehicle maintenance
on a variety of vehicles/equipment.
Debbie & Mike Crowe
Mammoth Mountain Chalets
800.327.3681 Ext 0 (CA)
  760.934.8518 Ext 0
  Reservations@MMChalets.com
Maintenance-Office receptionist:
Maintenance with office duties needed for
a reservation company in town. Vehicle
is a must. Please send resume to info@
mountainbackrentals.com.
Food Cache Cafe is Now hiring experienced line cooks $12-$14hr DOE, stop
by @ 452 old Mammoth Rd STE 106 for an
application, tons of employee perks, plus
tips, full and part time available, immediate openings available".
Hotel seeking front desk agent/night
audit position. Must be available to work
graveyard shifts 11:00pm to 7:00am. 1624 hours per week. Perfect if you already
have a part time job and are looking to
pick up extra shifts. Hospitality experience is a plus but not required. Starting hourly ranges based on experience.
Please deliver resume in person or pick
up application at Sierra Lodge located at
3540 Main Street or send to info@sierralodge.com.
Surefoot Mammoth is hiring for the
upcoming winter season!
Seeking passionate skiers to fill multiple full time bootfitter/ sales associate
positions.
We offer competitive pay and a season
pass with time to use it. Must have excellent customer service skills and be able to
work in a fast paced work environment.
This is a great opportunity to learn an
important skill in the ski industry. Email
resume to Mammoth@surefoot.com or
stop by the store to fill out an application.
Substitutes wanted for all Eastern
Sierra Unified locations. Both Certificated
and Classified.
For more details and application call
Rhea Kerby or Dyanna Hernandez at
760.932.7311
Eastern Sierra Unified School District
Attn: Dyanna Hernandez, Human
Resources
PO Box 575 Bridgeport, CA 93517-05575
760.932.7311
Filing Deadline: Until Filled
Norco 76 is hiring mini-mart cashier/
clerk. Apply in person.

Help Wanted

Mammoth Rock & Bowl/Mammoth
Rock Brasserie has the following positions available. Bowling Desk Employees,
Server, Bartender, Brasserie Hostess.
Contact Kevin O’Connell 760.934.4200
ext.223, or Ann Ward ext. 221
DRIVERS WANTED
The Eastern Sierra Transit Authority
is seeking responsible and energetic
Drivers. Paid training for a Commercial
License, Passenger Endorsements and
Airbrake Certificate Pre-employment and
random drug screening required. Multiple positions available including:
SEASONAL Drivers – MAMMOTH LAKES,
CA
• Full and Part-time hours available
• Vanpool from the Bishop area Available
7-days a week
• MMSA Season Ski Pass
• Salary Range 25: $15.75 - $19.75
Applications can be found online at:
www.estransit.com, Mammoth Office
(210 Commerce Dr), Bishop Office (703B
Airport Rd) or 760.872.1901 ext. 11.
EEO Employer

Help Wanted

Work With The Best. Footloose Sports,
nationally recognized as a top 60 retailer,
is hiring for the upcoming season. We are
seeking a staff who work as hard as they
play. We’re looking for responsible individu
als, passionate about winter sports, and
motivated to provide the best in customer
service. We have full and part-time positions open in our sales, rental,boot,and ski
repair departments. We are offering great
pay DOE, discounts and flexible hours, in
progressive work enviroment. Call us at
760.934.2400. Go to our website at www.
footloosesports.com or e-mail your resume
to footloose@footloosesports.com to
schedule an interview.
Sales and Marketing Assistant
Assist Director of Marketing and Sales
for Mammoth Resort. Duties include
office work, taking reservations, website
updates, printed materials and ad copy,
assist marketing director at trade-shows,
and customer service. Must have some
experience in Adobe Design and WordPress. Must be outgoing and customer
oriented.
$16.35 /hr medical insurance, 401(k),
PTO and bonuses. Please send resumes
to Kristenlpetersen@gmail.com or call
760.934.3800 ext 46
TONIK - NOW HIRING
Full and Part time Positions Available
Join our awesome team, work in a fun
environment. Pick up an application at
Tonik, 501 Old Mammoth Road.

For Rent

H.E.A.R.T.S. Connection is the Early Start
Family Resource Center for Inyo and
Mono Counties. We are looking to hire a
Family Resource Specialist to work with
families who have infants and toddlers
in the Early Start Program. This position
can either be filled by one full-time or two
part-time employees. Bilingual is a plus.
We are open to creative ideas. Office location is Mammoth Lakes.
Description: Under minimal supervision completes "Family Resource Center"
implementation activities including but
not limited to parent-to-parent support, outreach, training and facilitation
a support group. Other responsibilities
include required tracking of grant goals
and paperwork.
Starting salary: $14.00 per hour/no benefits.

Restaurant space for lease. 2000 – 4000
sq feet. Liquor license available. Email
interest to dave@mammothgear.com
Very clean 2BDR/1BA apartment w/
garage and w/d. NS. New paint, carpet
& flooring. 1 yr. lease @ $1,500/mo. plus
security. Call 760.937.2879.
Clean, quiet unfurnished studio apartment in, $695 per month, 1 person rate,
lease, available approximately Nov 5th,
non-smoking unit, no pets, low utilities,
first, last & security. Call 760.934.9451.

For Hire

Bookkeeping Services Available. Let
me keep your books up-to-date and in
order while you focus on your business or
travel the world! Experienced in Quickbooks, Microsoft Office, Dropbox, Google
Docs. Great references available. 805-5400902.
Z-Z-ZIPPERS! Quality work, speedy
service. Sportswear, parkas, pants, packs &
duffels. Hems, too! Call 760.873.4499.
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Estate Sales & More

Full/Part Time Sales Associate Needed!
High Country Lumber in Mammoth
Lakes is in search of enthusiastic and
professional individuals. Duties include:
Customer service and sales, maintaining
store appearance and keeping inventory
stocked on shelves. Sales experience and
knowledge of lumber and building materials a plus! Competitive hourly pay rate
of up to $15 per hour DOE. Qualified full
time employees receive health benefits
and 401k.
Apply in person at 243 Sierra Manor
Road in Mammoth or online at Highcountrylumber.com
Director of Housekeeping and Guest
Services Oversee housekeeping and
quality control for luxury 31 units/110
bed resort including laundry, scheduling,
quality control, guest amenities, interior
furnishing, upgrades and repairs, training
and other related duties. Must possess
computer skills and must have experience.
Competitive pay, medical insurance,
401(k), PTO and bonuses. Please send
resumes to kristenlpetersen@gmail.com
or call 760.934.3800 ext 46

Gina Barsi
178 Osage Circle
Bishop, Ca. 93514
This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name
listed above on October 1,2017.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on October 3, 2017
File Number 17-202
2017-0207 (10/21, 10/28, 11/4, 11/11)
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Alpine Trucking

Charles, Shana Villar
209 Buena Vista Drive
Chalfant Valley, Ca. 93514
This business is conducted by a husband
and wife. The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious business name listed above on May 1,1999.This
statement was filed with the County Clerk
of Mono County on September 27, 2017
File Number 17-189
2017-0205 (10/14, 10/21,10/28, 11/4)
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BARS & MUSIC

TOWN STUFF

Happy Hour/

October 20-21/

The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill,
Pursuit of Happiness Hour, 3-6 p.m.
$1 off draft beers, $2 off wine, $4 well
drinks, $2 off specialty drinks. $5
Flatbread. See ad, page 13.
Outlaw Saloon: Monday: All Night
Happy Hour; 4-Midnight,Tues-Fri 4-6
p.m. Tuesday: $2 Tacos 4-10 p.m.;
6-9 p.m. Wing Wednesday 50% off
all wings. Thursday: Burger & Beer
special 4-9 p.m. See ad, p. 11.
Roberto’s 4-6 p.m. every day.
Austria Hof. 5-8 p.m. daily.
Whitebark Restaurant Bar & Lounge
Unwind with daily drink and food
specials 4-6 p.m. Half price sushi
Mondays.
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour 4:30-7
p.m. daily and all day Sunday. $5
dollar menu items, drink specials. See
ad, p. 18.
Mammoth’s famous Slocums Happy
Hour Mammoth’s famous Slocums
Happy Hour: Mon. thru Fri 4-6;
Saturdays 4-5. Closed Sun.
Happy Hour @ The Bistro at
Snowcreek, 4:30-6:30 p.m. daily.
Mammoth Tavern Happy Hour
Tuesday-Sunday 3:30-5:30 p.m.
Closed Mondays.
Smokeyard weekend Happy Hour 4-6
p.m. in the bar only.
Side Door Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m.
Giovanni’s Happy Hour, daily 4-6
p.m. Large pizza and a pitcher of beer
gets you free wings.
Lakanuki Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m.,
$4.50 margaritas, Mai Tais. Happy
Hour drink specials 10 p.m.-close.
Black Velvet Coffee’s Happy Hour,
from 4-6 p.m. every day.
Morrison’s Happy Hour Daily
4-6 p.m.
Food Cache Cafe Happy Hour 3:306:30 Sunday-Thursday. Street tacos
$2.50, $3.50 beers, $7.50 beer/wine
and house fries.

Friday, October 20/

Open Mic at Black Sheep Coffee
Roasters. 6:30 p.m.
Latin Night @ Rafters. 10 p.m. Free.
Acoustic music with Sophie Vijani at
Mountain Rambler. 7 p.m. Free.

Sunday, October 15/

Sunday Football Breakfast at
Clocktower Cellar. See ad, p. 18.
Happy Hour all night at the Outlaw
Saloon for Sunday football. Starts 10
a.m. See ad, p. 11.
Sunday breakfast specials at Liberty
Sports Bar & Grill. See ad, p. 13.

Monday, October 20/

Open Mic at Black Doubt Brewing
Co., 7 p.m.
Wing Night @ Morrison’s. 8 smoked
crispy wings for $9, 5-9 p.m. See ad,
p. 22.

Tuesday, October 24/

• Chicken & Beef Teriyaki
• Tempura • Tonkatsu • Sukiyaki
• Calamari • Sushi
• Full Service Cocktail Bar
& Lounge
760-872-4801
Open at 5 p.m.
635 N. Main St.
Bishop
25 years of experience

japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar

CALENDAR PAGES SPONSORED BY:

Trivia Tuesdays @ Mammoth Brewing
Co. 7 p.m.
Taco Tuesdays @ John’s Pizza Works.
$2 tacos 4-10 p.m. See ad, p. 11.
Tuesday night special @ Morrison’s.
16 oz Coors Light draft or house wine
included with entree. See ad, p. 22.

Wednesday, October 25/

Wine Tasting Wednesdat at Black
Velvet Coffee. 4 p.m.

Thursday, October 26/

Ladies’ night at Mammoth Rock
‘n Bowl. Ladies bowl 2 games free,
includes shoe rentals. See ad, p. 10.

Playhouse 395 presents Suds, a
rocking ‘60s musical soap opera.
Second of three weekends. 7 p.m.
each night. Tix: $20 and available at
www.playhouse395.com. See ad, p. 4.

October 19-29/

The Crucible with Mammoth Lakes
Repertory Theatre. Thurs-Sat @
7 p.m. and Sunday @ 4 p.m. Tix:
$20/$18/$10. Tix @ door: $22, no
discounts. 100 College Parkway,
Mammoth. See ad, p. 4, sidebar next
page, and story, pgs. 10-11.

October 20-21/

Mountainfilm on Tour in Mammoth
Lakes. Documentary film fest, plus
interactive talks, community events,
etc. Mammoth Lakes Welcome Center
and Auditorium. Tix: $20 for adults,
$10 for student/child and $30 for
both nights. Hosted by ESIA. www.
esiaonline.org. See ad, p. 2.
Junior Race and Freeride Team
Weekend at Footloose Sports. Ski
trade-in, season leases, and 30
percent off storewide. See ad, p. 9.

Friday, October 20/

Snacks and Art at the Mammoth
Lakes Library. 1 p.m. Ages 10+. Skull
painting!
Walk for Hope—Join Wild Iris and
RAVE for a candle light vigil walk.
Begins 6 p.m. at RAVE office, 50 TuSu
Lane in Bishop. Info: 760.873.6601.
An evening with Dean Rosnau, who
will present “The Shortest Straw:
Search and Rescue in the High
Sierra.” Inyo Council for the Arts, 137
Main St. Bishop. 6:30-8 p.m. See ad,
p. 10.
MHS Volleyball hosts Vasquez. 5 p.m.

Saturday, October 21/

Mammoth High School Boosters
Bingo Bash. 6-9 p.m. at Lakanuki.
Cost: $20 presale, $25 at the door.
Entry includes 1 bingo ticket and 1
raffle ticket. To purchase tickets, visit
www.mhsboosters.org. See ad, p. 4.
Conglomerate Mesa Exploration
with Friends of the Inyo. Learn
about the possible open pit gold
mining project proposed here. Space
limited to 20 participants. RSVP to
jora@friendsoftheinyo.org or call
760.873.6500.
17th Annual Eastern Sierra Cancer
Alliance 5k Walk/Run. Begins @
Bishop City Park, 9 a.m. Event
registration: 7:30-8:30 a.m. Early
registration: www.escanceralliance.
org. Volunteers welcomed:
760.872.3811.
Haunted Swamp at the Bishop Union
High School FFA Farm on Sunland
Drive. Warning: Not responsible for
scaring children to the point of tears.
7-10 p.m. Tix: $5-$8.

Sunday, October 22/

Dehydrating the Harvest with UCCE
Master Food Preservers. 2-4 p.m. @
Crowley Lake Community Center.
Info: www.ucanr.edu.

Monday, October 23/

Bishop City Council Meeting. 6-8
p.m. at City Hall.
Mono County Local Transportation
Commission meeting. 9 a.m. at
Town/County Conference room,
Minaret Village Mall. Teleconference
at the CAO conference room in
Bridgeport.

MAMMOTH LIQUOR
Beer lovers’ candy store

Selection of more than 300 beers
AT MAMMOTH LIQUOR, WE ONLY
GROPE BEERS

934.6260

Main St. Next to Rick’s
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The Crucible

TOWN STUFF

UPCOMING

Arthur Miller’s play The Crucible
will run Thursday-Sunday in
Mammoth Lakes from October
19-October 29, as Mammoth Lakes
Repertory Theatre’s Fall 2107
Production. The play is a dramatized
and partially fictionalized account of
the actual Salem witch trials that took
place in 1692-1693.
Miller wrote the play in 1953, when
America was prosecuting alleged
communists. The Crucible is a
chilling tale of hysteria taking over a
community driven by rumor and lies,
finger-pointing, vengeance, adultery,
religion, passion, and more.
The play features a local cast and
includes Ted Carleton and Allison
McDonell Page as John and Elizabeth
Proctor, Mike Aguirre as Judge
Hathorne, Lesley-Anne Hoxie as
Abigail, Mike Dostrow as Reverend
Hale, Tim Casey as Reverend Parris,
and Greg Young as Judge Danforth.
Tickets are $20 general admission,
$10 for students, and $18 for seniors.
Tickets at the door are $22, no
discounts.
The play runs October 19-21 and
Oct. 26-28 at 7 p.m., and Oct. 22 and
29 at 4 p.m. See ad, p. 4 and story, pgs.
10-11.

Tuesday, October 24/

registrations also available. Info:
www.esiaonline.org or 760.873.2411.
See ad, p. 13, see sidebar.

Eastern Sierra History Conference
This exciting conference will focus
on people, places, and events that
flavor the Eastern Sierra. Field trips
and tours highlighting Eastern Sierra
cultural and historical sites.
The conference will be held from
Friday, October 27 to Sunday, October
29 with a dinner Saturday evening
featuring local authors and their
historical books. Field trips will be
held Sunday Oct. 29. The cost of
the conference will be $90, seniors
$75 and students $20 including the
dinner. Single day charges will be $45
for Friday and $65 for Saturday. The
field trips may have a small additional
charge.
Registration for the conference will
be available through the ESIA website
or Eventbrite. For more information
contact ESIA 760.873.2411. See ad, p.
13.

Planning Commission vacancy
The Bishop City Council announces
an unscheduled vacancy on
the Planning Commission. This
appointment will be in effect until
the end of the term on November
26, 2018. All persons interested
in serving may contact Bishop
City Hall, 377 West Line Street,
Bishop, 760.873.5863. Applications
and descriptions of duties and
responsibilities of the commission are
available at City Hall and on the City’s
website at http://www.cityofbishop.
com. Applications will be accepted
until the close of business at 4:30 p.m.
on Friday, October 20, 2017.

Mammoth Lakes Chamber of
Commerce Business After Hours
at Clocktower Cellar. 5-7 p.m. Free
for Chamber members, $10 for nonmembers.
Winter 2017-2018: Is it Time to
Freak-Out Yet? 7-8 p.m. at the Owens
Valley Station, 3000 East Line St.,
Bishop. Weather predictions from
NOAA’s Chris Smallcomb.
Mammoth Community Forum.
Happy hour 6 p.m. followed by 6:30
p.m. program. Jim Demetriades,
owner of Sierra Nevada Resort, will
speak about downtown revitalization
and the Old Mammoth Place
project. Councilman Bill Sauser will
moderate. See ad, p. 23.
Toddler Time is back @ Mammoth
Community Center. 9:30-11 a.m.
4-week session, $48, with sibling
discount. Drop in rates available.

Wednesday, October 25/

Storytime at the Mammoth Lakes
Library. 10:30 a.m. All ages welcome.
Tri-County Fair Board Meeting. 10
a.m. @ the Tallmans Pavilion, Eastern
Sierra Tri-County Fairgrounds, Bishop

Thursday, October 26/

Community Coffee with Mammoth
Lakes Tourism. 9-11 a.m. @
Mammoth Gold Mercantile.
Moonlight Mammograms, 5-8:30
p.m. at Northern Inyo Hospital. Call
760.873.2155 for info. For women
ages 40 and up. See ad, p. 16.

October 27-29/

Second Annual Eastern Sierra
History Conference with Eastern
Sierra Interpretive Association/
Inyo National Forest. Two days of
presenters, history tours in the
field, and dinner. Tix: $90, $75 for
seniors, $20 for students. Single day
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Low Income Home Energy
Assistance

Halloween Party and Haunted
Roller Rink. Haunted rink party
for the whole family. Admission: $5
per person for skate rentals. Info:
760.934.8989 ext. 245.
Game Expo at the Mammoth
Lakes Library Makerspace. Play
Arcade/Carnival games made in the
makerspace by kids. 3:30 p.m.
Trunk or Treat @ Bishop City
Park. 5:30-8 p.m. Contact Karey @
760.873.5863.

Inyo Mono Advocates for
Community Action, Inc. (IMACA)
would like to announce that the Low
Income Energy Assistance program is
open year-round and does not close.
Applications are being accepted for
all energy components (wood/wood
pellets, propane, oil/kerosene and
electric). Low-Income households
seeking energy assistance are
encouraged to apply.
For more info, or to apply, visit
www.imaca.com or call 760.873.8557,
or visit the IMACA office @ 625 Old
Mammoth Road, Mammoth Lakes.

Saturday, October 28/

Eastern Sierra Symphony Concert

Friday, October 27/

Bishop Chocolate Art Walk. Visit
downtown Bishop shops and galleries
to celebrate the arts and enjoy tasty
chocolate treats. 4-8 p.m. Free.
Bishop USD Student Cancer
Awareness Luminary Walk. Meet at
5:30 p.m. on front lawn of BUHS. $5,
proceeds support the Eastern Sierra
Cancer Alliance.
Spooktacular Halloween Party at the
Village in Mammoth. DJ Onezie and
friends, costume contest. Free entry,
21+. See ad, p. 4.

Sunday, October 29/

The Oyler House: Richard Neutra’s
Desert Retreat. Movie screening at
Bishop’s Twin Theater followed by
Q&A with Director Mike Dorsey and
Actress Kelly Lunch. $5 donation
requested. Proceeds benefit Twin
Theater Marquee.
12th annual Wild Spirits fundraiser
for Eastern Sierra Wildlife Care and
the last one to be held at Mountain
Light Gallery. 6-8 p.m. Reptile display,
Razzle the Raven, food and wine,
silent auction, et. al. Suggested
donation at door $15. Under 12 free.

AT THE MOVIES
Minaret Cinemas
Geostorm (PG 13): A network of satellites deisgned to control the global climate attack the earth, threatening a geostorm.
American Made (R): The story of Barry Seal (Tom Cruise), a pilot who became
a drug-runner for the CIA and participated in the Iran-Contra Affair.
For movie times, call 760.934.3131 or visit mammothlakesmovies.com.
Every Tuesday is customer appreciation day! All seats, all shows $6.00.

This Fall, the Eastern Sierra
symphony concert will feature The
Kinetic Winds, a quintet led by Amber
Wyman, taking place November 4
at 7:30 p.m. at St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church in Mammoth Lakes.
The quintet includes Emma
McCartney, Flute; Chris Fujiwara,
Oboe; Sean Holmes, Horn; Sergio
Coelho, Clarinet, and Wyman,
Bassoon. The Kinetic Winds, led by
Wyman, have been doing outreach
in the Los Angeles schools for the
past couple of years as part of the
USC Thornton School of Music
Community Engagement program.
Thanks to a generous grant
from Mono Arts Council, Wyman
and clarinetist Coelho, who has
performed in Mammoth with
the symphony in the past, will be
traveling to Mammoth to work
with Mammoth Unified music
teacher Michael Hammers and his
woodwind students on October 27th
and again on November 3rd and 4th
prior to the November 4th concert.
The participation of students in
November’s concert will be an added
bonus.
Thanks to support from Mammoth
Lakes Recreation-Measure U, Mono
Arts Council, and our donors and
sponsors, students will be admitted
free of charge. Tickets purchase in
advance online are $20 for Adults
and $18 for Senior; tickets at the door
are $22. Tickets may be purchased at
EasternSierraSymphony.org.

Wildcare Eastern Sierra goes wild
In addition to celebrating its 20th
anniversary, Eastern Sierra Wildlife
Care will be changing its name to
Wildcare Eastern Sierra. The agency
can now be reached through its new
website, eswildcare.org.
Eastern Sierra Wildlife Care will be
holding its 12th Annual Wild Spirits
fundraising celebration on Sunday,
October 29, from 6-8 p.m. at Bishop’s
soon-to-close Mountain Light Gallery.
The fundraiser will feature free food
and wine, door prizes, and a silent
auction, as well as opportunities
for kids to interact with Wildlife
Eastern Sierra Wildlife Ambassadors,
including a Raven, a Red-Tailed
Hawk, and other furry friends.
Donation at the door is $15, and kids
12 & under are free. Info: Cindy @
760.872.1487.
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Notice of Public Internet Auction of Tax Defaulted Property
NOTICE OF PUBLIC INTERNET AUCTION ON NOVEMBER 10-13, 2017
OF TAX DEFAULTED PROPERTY FOR DELINQUENT TAXES
On August 8, 2017, I, Janet Dutcher, Mono County Tax Collector, was directed to conduct a public auction sale
by the Board of Supervisors of Mono County, California. The tax defaulted properties listed on this notice are
subject to the Tax Collector's power of sale and have been approved for sale by a resolution dated August 8, 2017
of the Mono County Board of Supervisors.
The sale will be conducted at www.bid4assets.com, at 8:00 a.m. PST on November 10, 2017 and the auction will
close at the time shown on each auction item on November 13, 2017, as a public auction to the highest bidder
for not less than the minimum bid as shown on this notice. Parcels receiving no bids will be re-offered at www.
bid4assets.com, at 8:00 a.m. PST on January 19, 2018 and the auction will close at the time shown on each auction item on January 22, 2018, a minimum price appropriate to stimulate competitive bidding. Due diligence
research is incumbent on the bidder as all properties are sold as is. The winning bidder is legally obligated to
purchase the item.
Computer workstations will be available to persons who need them at 25 Bryant St. Bridgeport CA during business hours. The county and its employees are not liable for the failure of any electronic equipment that may
prevent a person from participating in the sale.
Only bids submitted via the Internet will be accepted. Pre-registration is required. Register online at www.bid4assets.com by November 6, 2017. Bidders must submit a refundable deposit of $2,500.00 for the Real Property
auction and $250.00 for the Timeshare auction (plus a $35 processing fee) to www.bid4assets.com by November
6, 2017. Bid deposits must be in the form of a wire transfer, cashier’s check or money order. The deposit will
be applied to the successful bidder's purchase price. Full payment and deed information indicating how title
should be vested is required within 48 hours after the end of the sale. Only Wire Transfers will be accepted for
final payment. The right of redemption will revive for any property purchased by a credit transaction if payment
in full is not received by the close of business on the date of sale. Transfer taxes will be added to and collected
with the purchase price.
The right of redemption will cease on Thursday, November 9, 2017 at the close of business and parcels not
redeemed will be offered for sale. If the parcel is not sold, the right of redemption will revive and continue up to
the close of business on the last business day prior to the next scheduled sale, to be conducted at 8:00 a.m. PST
on January 19, 2018 and the auction will close at the time shown on each auction item on January 22, 2018 at the
same location stated above.
If the properties are sold, parties of interest as defined in California Revenue and Taxation Code Section 4675,
have a right to file a claim with the county for any excess proceeds from the sale. Excess proceeds are the
amount of the highest bid in excess of the liens and costs of the sale that are paid from the sale. Notice will be
given to parties of interest, pursuant to California Revenue and Taxation Code section 3692(e), if excess proceeds
result from the sale.
Additional information may be obtained by contacting the tax collector at http://monocounty.ca.gov, or by calling 760-932-5480.
PARCEL NUMBERING SYSTEM EXPLANATION
The Assessor's Parcel Number, when used to describe property in this list, refers to the assessor's map book, the
map page, the block on the map if applicable, and the individual parcel on the map page or in the block. The
assessor's maps and further explanation of the parcel numbering system are available in the assessor's office.
The properties that are the subject of this notice are situated in Mono County, California, and are described as
follows:
Item
No.

Original Assessor’s
Parcel Number

New Assessor’s
Parcel Number

Last Assessee Name

Minimum Bid

1

001-100-046-000

BERG RONALD L

$

26,888.30

3

002-353-011-000

GLASSBURN TED & THERESA

$

13,324.21

4

002-460-049-000

WALTON TERRY

$

7,177.99

5

010-364-003-000

CONNOLLY ISABEL S. & JOHN R.

$

5,049.43

6

011-040-030-000

ROBLES, MICHAELA O. ETAL

$

15,402.84

7

011-040-031-000

ROBLES, MICHAELA O.

$

4,434.22

10

002-353-008-000

WILSON, ROSEMARY

$

8,315.09

11

002-470-045-000

LEZAK 2009 FAMILY TRUST 4/29/2009

$

7,894.64

12

037-260-002-000

MARZANO & SONS GEN ENG CONT, INC

$ 120,201.88

TS1

233-001-012-000

015-089-001-512

TRAVIS RICHARD S. & ANNE R.

$

250.00

TS2

233-001-016-000

015-089-001-516

HERRERA, JORGE RODRIGUEZ

$

250.00

TS3

233-001-026-000

015-089-001-526

GERBER, SUSAN KAY

$

250.00

TS4

233-001-032-000

015-089-001-532

PORTESI MICHAEL R. & PATRICIA

$

250.00

TS5

233-002-001-000

015-089-002-501

CACTUS RESORT PROPERTIES, INC.

$

250.00

TS6

233-002-002-000

015-089-002-502

CHISM JAMES D. & MAUREEN

$

250.00

TS7

233-002-044-000

015-089-002-544

STEPHENS, CHARLES W. ETAL

$

250.00

TS8

233-003-002-000

015-089-003-502

ALMARAZ JOSEPH E. & NORMA A.

$

250.00

TS9

233-003-021-000

015-089-003-521

VENDITTI MICHAEL G. & VALERIE

$

250.00

TS10

233-003-041-000

015-089-003-541

CONTRERAS, SARA J.

$

250.00

TS11

233-003-044-000

015-089-003-544

CLARK HOWARD C. & DEBORAH L.

$

250.00

TS12

233-003-046-000

015-089-003-546

NUNN DAVID H. & JEANETTE M.

$

250.00

TS13

233-003-047-000

015-089-003-547

BRADFORD JOHNNY A. & SUSAN

$

250.00

TS14

233-004-010-000

015-089-004-510

BRITTEN, KAREN F.

$

250.00

TS15

233-004-023-000

015-089-004-523

MARSHALL WAYNE & LEE ANN

$

250.00

TS16

233-004-035-000

015-089-004-535

HORNBY FAMILY TRUST

$

250.00

TS17

233-004-039-000

015-089-004-539

PETERSON, HOLLY KAY

$

250.00

TS18

233-004-041-000

015-089-004-541

KUKEL, ALLEN J.

$

250.00

TS19

233-005-001-000

015-089-005-501

SOOO GOOD FINANCIAL, INC.

$

250.00

TS20

233-005-013-000

015-089-005-513

HILTON A.R. & S.E.

$

250.00

￼
I certify under penalty of perjury, that the foregoing is true and correct.
Janet Dutcher
Mono County Director of Finance/Treasurer-Tax Collector
Executed at Bridgeport, Mono California, on October 3, 2017
TS #2017-0203

Notice Inviting Bids

Wrecked truck Ford F-250 4/4 8800 GVW
5.4L V8 Auto trans last five of Vin# C8735
Mim. bid $800.00 info. call Tom 760-9206358
TS #2017-0210

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Kelly Schuenng

Kelly Schuenng
P.O. Box 8632 Mammoth Lakes, Ca.
93546
This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name
listed above on August 15,2017.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on August 8, 2017
File Number 17-159
2017-0207 (10/21, 10/28, 11/4, 11/11)

PHOTO:BODINE

The pond at Millpond Park was used by Inyo Lumber to clean the wood used to make
ore boxes for the Tungsten Mine
The one usable beach is about
that included locals Larry Sam, Tom
twenty feet wide. And there’s a rope
Carter, Tom Reid, and Mike Conklin
swing. At the other end of the pond
among others. The Northern Inyo
the Lions Club installed a handicapplayers also built the concession
access fishing dock which is fairly
stand, placed power poles, and
popular
planted lots of grass, lots and lots
Rick Benson, Inyo County Assisof grass. Hubbard’s original plans
tant Administrator said Jones mancalled for a swimming pool but it
ages to accomplish what he can with
was never built.
limited resources. Inyo County Parks
Millpond hosted a qualifying
round for the OFC World Champion- and Recreation crew consists of
Jones and two full-time employees
ship Fastpitch Softball in the early
along with five seasonal employees,
1980s, Tatum explained.
Horseshoe clubs and tournaments four summer and one winter. They
cover seven county parks and seven
were big back in the day, Jon Jones,
campgrounds from Diaz Lake in
Inyo’s Park and Motorpool Manager
Lone Pine to Millpond, more than 60
explained. But, shoe tossers have
miles apart.
moved on or become too old to play
Jones said that after 19 years at
anymore and the younger crowd
hasn’t shown an interest. He said the Inyo County Public Works he decided to move to parks and rec to, “Take
park hasn’t downsized the pits but
it easy.” He laughed.
the popularity just isn’t there anyWhen asked what is it that motimore.
vates him to go above and beyond
There used to be softball games
at the job, he said it’s his nature. He
three days a week, now there’s none.
said he’s always looking forward and
The City of Bishop has regulation
looking to change or improve what
softball fields and teams have taken
he can.
a liking to them, Jones said.
The county is rolling with the
The baseball dugouts have begin
times, Benson said, and has thrown
to fall apart. Likewise, the tennis
a Frisbee or Disc Golf course on the
courts could use a good mowing.
drawing board. Disc Golf is played
More tennis jokes: an earthquake
like golf but Frisbees are used inwould not visibly alter the court
stead of balls. There are baskets in
surfaces.
lieu of holes.
The pond at Millpond is a great
There are rumors of a Burning
place to take a dip, but it’s hard to
Man-esque group eyeing the lush
find a place to get in. The bulrush,
grounds for an event, but, Benson
or cattails, have clogged the shores.
said, those have only been rumors.
The county can no longer use a
The Millpond Music Festival has
pesticide to kill the bulrush because
become the monster at Millpond. In
of the Clean Water Act. Burning the
its 26th year, the festival hosts musibulrush only makes it come back
cians from around the world.
thicker, says Jones.
Millpond Jam, a rock and roll concert featuring local bands was held
Fictitious Business Name Statement
just once in the 1980s.
The Following Person
Benson touted that parks and
Is Doing Business As:
campgrounds
are paid for through
Kelly Kell 22
discretionary funds, yet he claims
Kelly Schuenng
the County Supervisors have made
P.O. Box 8632 Mammoth Lakes, Ca.
them a priority.
93546
The grounds are theoretically
rolling
hills of manicured grass and
This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant commenced to transact
shade trees. Lately, more barren
business under the fictitious business name
spots and gopher holes have aplisted above on August 15,2017.
This statement was filed with the County
peared.
Clerk of Mono County on August 8, 2017
Conclusion: If Shel Silverstein
File Number 17-159
were writing this, he’d call it “The
2017-0208 (10/21, 10/28, 11/4, 11/11)
Giving Park.”
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OPIOIDS
continued from page 1
reported having more opioid prescriptions than people in 2016.
According to the Center for Disease
Control (CDC), the amount of prescription opioids sold to pharmacies, hospitals, and doctors’ offices in the United
States nearly quadrupled from 1999
to 2010. According to the same report,
deaths from prescription opioids such
as oxycodone and hydrocodone, have
more than quadrupled in the United
States since 1999. However, deaths
from prescription opioid overdose have
largely leveled off since 2010. Despite
reductions in opioid prescribing in
recent years, opioid-involved overdose
death rates continue to increase, and
the CDC reported in July 2017 that the
economic burden of prescription opioid overdose, abuse, and dependence is
estimated to be $78.5 billion each year
in the United States.
The CDC also reported that higher
rates of prescribed opioids were associated with small towns that serve
as regional gathering places for larger
rural communities. The CDC called
these regional commercial centers “Micropolitan Areas.” Generally speaking,
California lagged behind the Midwest,
Southeast, and New England when it
came to the quantity of opioids prescribed per capita in 2015. However,
Central and Southern Nevada and
Northern California had some of the
highest prescription rates per capita of
any region in the country.
According to Dr. Flanigan, the fourfold increase in opioid prescriptions

nationwide was the result of a philomore pills.”
sophical shift in how society addresses
Dr. Flanigan said that the medical
pain. “The philosophy became that
community mistakenly assumed that
people shouldn’t be in pain,” said Dr.
prescription opioids would be as effecFlanigan. According to Dr. Flanigan,
tive at treating pain in the long term
pain was re-named “The Fifth Vital
as they were over the short term. “We
Sign,” which resulted in patients, even
assumed that if opioids are good for
those who were not seeking treatment
acute pain, they must be equally good
for pain, being asked to rate their pain
for chronic pain. We also assumed that
on a scale of one to ten during routine
if something is good, more is better.
medical exams. Doctors were expected That was a leap of faith that turned out
to take their patients’ pain more serinot to be true.”
ously, which sounded at first like a
As both doctors and patients subgood thing, but
scribed to the new
as Dr. Flanigan
standard of care,
said, “then, if you
The philosophy became some patients began
don’t control it,
to expect expedithat people shouldn’t be ent pain relief from
it’s a problem.”
Dr. Flanigan
their doctors visits.
in pain.
said that it is not
“Some doctors will
uncommon for
refuse to write a
- Dr. Kevin Flanigan, CEO, pain prescription.
doctors’ conNorthern Inyo Hospital But then some
tracts, which
ensure their
patients who really
employment at a
need a prescription
hospital or clinic,
will find another
to include clauses
doctor, or in some
that make their renewal dependent, in
cases, purchase it elsewhere. You have
part, upon patient satisfaction surto ask yourself, am I willing to keep you
veys. In the late 1990s and early 2000s,
on this low dose narcotic so you keep
hospitals and clinics faced pressure to
seeing me and I can treat, for example,
assess doctors on how diligently they
your lung disease? Or your heart distreated their patients’ pain. “We started ease?”
Dr. Flanigan said that Northern Inyo
asking patients, ‘Was your pain adequately controlled?’ If they say no, ok,
Hospital is working to reframe the way
you [the doctor] lose your job,” said Dr. its doctors treat chronic pain patients
Flanigan. Dr. Flanigan suggested that,
by shifting the emphasis from control“arguably, the pharmaceutical industry ling pain to helping patients regain
drove that shift, because they could sell control of their lives in very practi-

“

”

cal ways. “If you experience severe,
chronic pain, you will do anything to
make it go away. It can take over your
life and keep you from doing the things
you want to do,” said Dr. Flanigan.
“In some cases, these patients have
been told for months, years, that this
pill is the way. Society, doctors have
instilled in them that it’s all about pain
control. Then you come in and say, ‘No,
actually, it’s about what you want to
control.’ That’s not an easy thing to do,
to reframe the patient-doctor relationship that way, and it takes time.” Dr.
Flanigan said that doctors are increasingly looking to cognitive behavioral
therapy, physical therapy, and a practice called Interventional Pain Management, which involves giving patients
periodic injections at the site of nerve
inflammation.
Dr. Flanigan said that the medical
community’s newfound respect and in
some cases fear of opioids has driven
new research into the physiology of
chronic pain. “We now believe there
truly is a connection between chronic
pain you’re feeling and the development of depressive symptoms, that
can create a vicious spiral… often, as
people’s feeling of well-being improves,
their pain does too,” said Dr. Flanigan.
Currently, there is no Methadone
Treatment Center in the Eastern Sierra,
where patients can receive chemical
treatment for withdrawal symptoms
resulting from their dependence upon
opioids. The closest such facility is in
Lancaster.
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IS LONG VALLEY CALDERA A SUPERVOLCANO?

Dr. Drew Coleman talks ancient magma chambers, the end of civilization, and sweet potatoes at White Mountain Research Station
By Gil e s

D

r. Drew Coleman of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill has spent over twenty
years studying the Sierra Nevada,
searching for supervolcanoes.
On Tuesday, October 17, Dr. Coleman gave a presentation regarding
super volcanic eruptions at White
Mountain Research Center. His talk

was timely, following a smattering
of articles published in major media
outlets this week reporting that the
Yellowstone Caldera could erupt at
any time.
“When most people hear the word
supervolcano, they think of Yellowstone,” said Dr. Coleman, referring
to the wealth of stories over the last

twenty years that referred to Yellowstone as a geological catastrophe
waiting to happen.
In fact, the Eastern Sierra is home
to one of the world’s great supervolcanoes—the one that created the Long
Valley Caldera and Bishop Tuff, the
welded deposits of ash and pumice
that characterize Bishop’s Volcanic
Tablelands. According to Coleman,
the eruption occurred some 760,000
years ago. When the explosion happened, it blasted 500 cubic kilometers
worth of material across the region,
and sent ash as far as Kansas and
Alaska. The volcanic eruption that
created the Bishop Tuff is reportedly
at the bottom end of what qualifies as
a supervolcano.
The largest volcanic eruption in
earth’s history occurred in what is now
Colorado, 28 million years ago. The
eruption, called La Garita, scattered
5,000 cubic km of material.
When these eruptions occur,
they do so because a mass of liquid
magma below the earth’s surface is
compressed by geological forces that
cause it to burst. According to Dr.
Coleman, the key to understanding
the behavior of these magma chambers is to study the rate at which they
grow and expand.
For his research, Dr. Coleman dates
rocks in granite formations that previously comprised the molten cores of
supervolcanoes. To do this, he collects samples rich in zircon, a mineral
present in all Sierra granites, that also
contains two particular isotopes of
uranium that tend to decay into lead.
“Dating rocks is like a single elimination sporting event. Every time
a round of the tournament is completed, half of the teams go from
being winners to losers, and only
simple math is required to calculate
how many rounds have elapsed,” said
Dr. Coleman on Tuesday. “The winners are parent isotopes (uranium).
They decay into daughter isotopes
(lead), the losers in our analogy. If I
count the number of parent isotopes
present in a rock, and the number
of daughter isotopes, and I know the
half life of uranium [the time it takes
for half of the uranium isotopes in a
given sample to decay into lead], I can
calculate how much time has elapsed
since the rock was formed.”
In 1992, Dr. Coleman visited Yosemite National Park to evaluate a prevailing theory of the time: that Tuolumne
Meadows was a massive unexploded
supervolcano. “There is so much exposed bedrock that you can look up,
down, laterally at the historic magma
chamber,” said Dr. Coleman. Using
samples from all over the rock layers,
Coleman and his colleagues were able
to determine that the Tuolumne Intrusive Suite (granite formation) grew
very slowly, over a period of about 9
million years. The same was found
to be true for the John Muir Intrusive
Suite, which extends down to Mount

Whitney. In contrast, geological
records indicate that the Bishop Tuff
grew more rapidly, over the course of
about 3 million years. For comparison, the Fish Canyon Tuff in Colorado
formed over about 1 million years. In
essence, the High Sierra was found
to have little in common with known
supervolcanoes.
“So we can think of these magma
chambers like sweet potatoes,” said
Dr. Coleman. “If you hand me a hot
potato and tell me it took you eight
minutes to prepare it, I know you
microwaved it, but if you hand me a
hot potato and tell me it took you fifty
minutes to prepare it, I know immediately that you baked it in an oven…
so if I understand that my magma
chamber was a microwaved sweet
potato, I know a lot more about what’s
going on.”
When geologists set out to measure
the mass of molten magma underneath Yellowstone, they found a huge
magma chamber with an upper layer,
or crust, that was only about 9 percent
liquid. “In fact, this was not a microwaved sweet potato, but one that was
accumulating melt very slowly,” said
Dr. Coleman.
With regard to the Long Valley
Magma Chamber (which still exists
underneath the caldera), Coleman
said a paper was published in 2011
that claimed at least 30 percent of
the chamber was melted, which was
cause for some concern. “That’s at
least three times more than I’ve ever
seen anyone claim under any caldera
anywhere in the world,” said Dr. Coleman. In 2017, a subsequent paper was
published which indicated that a false
alarm was raised by hydrothermal
fluid in the valley that registered as
magma.
“That said, most of the volcanic
activity in the valley is toward the
western rim, around Mammoth
Mountain,” said Coleman, who also
confirmed a lecture attendee’s question about whether reports of earthquake swarms in Long Valley over the
last fifteen years were caused by the
movement of magma. “I didn’t say
that there could never be a volcanic
eruption,” said Dr. Coleman. It just
probably wouldn’t be “a civilizationending event. That said, a volcanic
eruption at Mammoth Mountain
would be very bad for a lot of people.”
“When you look at the Sierra, we
see consistent levels of melt in rock
faces… that build up slowly over time.
For example, El Capitan is evidence
not of one homogenous microwaved
sweet potato, but of a bunch of smaller bits of magma that grow slowly
over time,” said Coleman. He said
that textbooks have not yet caught up
with this theory, but that, despite the
supervolcano hype, “I have never seen
any data from anywhere in the world
that suggests that there is something
big and bad waiting to happen.”
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OFF THE SLOPES

RETURN
TO SILVER LAKE
A former Boy Scout recalls high adventure in June Lake
By Ke n Harrison
n 1978, three 14-year-old San Diego
area Boy Scouts planned an outing of a lifetime. They saved their
money and planned an itinerary up
to the June Lake Loop. Then they told
their parents of their plans.
“My parents and another kid’s were
supportive,” reminisced John Wasilk,
while fishing at Silver Lake last week.
One of the other boy’s parents weren’t
supportive, so the boys created a fake
itinerary of visits to San Diego area
beaches and campgrounds. Three days
into the trip, the boy finally called his
folks to tell them where he really was.
On their own, the three boys planned
a 21-day trip. They bought supplies,
food, and studied maps. “We didn’t
know where we were going, other than
to the June Lake Loop. Shortly after
their school got out for summer, the
soon-to-be 9th graders boarded the
Greyhound bus from San Diego to L.A.,
where they transferred to the Highway
395 line.
“The bus dropped us off at the gas
station on 395 at 2 a.m.,” said Wasilk.
“We hiked to the boulders at June Lake
and set up our tent there.” The next
morning, they hiked over to Silver
Lake, where they set up camp, hiding

I

John Wasilk returns to Silver Lake.
in the thick bushes at the south end
of the campground (where the boat
launch parking lot is today).
Wasilk remembers the ranger catching them and telling them they had to
leave, but only to move their stuff to
behind the campground’s bathrooms.
“He wanted to help us, but also keep

PHOTO COURTESY OF KEN HARRISON

an eye on us too,” said Wasilk. The
ranger didn’t charge the boys for their
stay.
For four days, the boys backpacked
up to Gem and Waugh Lakes, using
their scout skills along the way. “I spent
a day sewing my pack back together
after a bear got it,” Wasilk remembered.

When the trio ran out of money
prematurely, the boys befriended the
girls that ran the pizza shop in the June
Lake Village, and got free pizza.
On their last night they camped
near the Junction gas station so they
wouldn’t miss the 8 a.m. bus. The bus
never came. Hitchhiking, they caught a
ride in the back of a pickup truck down
to Bishop.
They thought they were going to
have to hitchhike all the way home.
But while walking in downtown Bishop, one of the boys turned around to
see the Greyhound coming down Main
Street. With fully loaded backpacks,
they ran to bus station, and barely
made the bus.
“That trip defined our independence,” said Wasilk. “I don’t think
kids have that nowadays.” Having
not visited Silver Lake since 1985, on
October 9, Wasilk, with his bride of
32 years, came in last week from their
home in Washington. Wasilk said he’s
going to try to get the two others guys
together for a return trip next summer.
Except now, they won’t have to endure
what Wasilk says was the scariest thing
about their teenaged journey—waiting
at the L.A. bus terminal.
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For more info visit www.sierraclassictheatre.com
sierraclassictheatre1

SierraClassicTheatre

A NEW
HOME
FOR
FAMILY
FUN

NEW RELEASE OF LUXURY MOUNTAIN RETREATS NOW SELLING!
New Luxury Mountain Retreats with Alpine Golf Course and Athletic Club Minutes from Mammoth Mountain.
3-4 BEDROOMS UP TO 2,742 SQ. FT.
All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalBRE #01812140.

•

SALES 877-766-9275

•

LIVE CREEKHOUSE.COM

Another Luxury Development by The Chadmar Group

