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Mammoth’s Mayor John Wentworth and Council member Shields 
Richardson hold the purchase agreement for the Shady Rest Parcel on 
Wednesday, January 17. See more Council news, pages 3 and 9.  
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   You’re getting very             
sleepy...

                              /p. 19/

Invest in sprinklers

 

           /p. 6/                   

Something in the 
water         

           /p. 5/                   

Desert phonetics

                            /p. 13/  

Denali Damsels

                              /p. 12/

TAKE YOUR BUSINESS ELSEWHERE

ALPHA MIKE FOXTROT

Mammoth’s marijuana dispensaries plead with Council to end retail moratorium
By Rea

“Can I give away free 
weed?” asked Steve Klas-
sen at Mammoth’s Town 

Council meeting on Wednes-
day, January 17, during a 
discussion about cannabis 
regulations that evolved into 
a plea from local dispensa-
ries to allow the sale of com-
mercial cannabis.

“Because if [consumers] 
can’t go and get it someplace 
in town, I think I probably 
should.”

Klassen, who owns the 
Mammoth snowboard shop 
Wave Rave, said that “since 
Christmas, we’ve been asked 
hundreds of times where 
people can get cannabis,” in 
town. 

Recreational use of canna-
bis for adults over 21 became 
legal statewide on January 
1 (following the passage of 
Proposition 64 in Novem-
ber 2016), but the Town of 
Mammoth Lakes still has a 

moratorium on its commer-
cial sale which is scheduled 
to remain in effect until 
September 6 of this year. 
Currently, the only way to get 
legal cannabis in Mammoth 
is to visit one of two medi-
cal marijuana dispensaries, 
Green Mammoth (owned by 
Don Wright) or Mammoth 
Lakes Wellness (owned by 
Robert Calvert). 

But consumers must hold 
a medical recommendation 
card to be able to purchase 
marijuana. “I turned away 
a kid in a wheelchair who 
was 21,” without a medical 
card, Wright told The Sheet 
after the agenda item came 
up on Wednesday. “He was 
being carried up the stairs by 
a 20-year-old with a medical 
card,” to whom Wright could 
not sell marijuana, due to 
his age. Potential consumers 
can visit a website such as 
www.hellomd.com to get an 

THE ROAD TO 
PYEONGCHANG
Grand Prix is final chance to make Olympic team

This weekend, Olympic-
caliber skiers and 
snowboarders will 

descend upon Mammoth 
Mountain for the Toyota 
Grand Prix—the final quali-
fying event for athletes who 
wish to compete in the 2018 
Winter Olympics in Py-
eongChang, South Korea, 
which begin February 9. 

Mammoth residents and 
visitors will have the chance 
to get as close to the Olym-
pics as possible without 
a ticket to the main event 
overseas. 

This year’s competition 
is the 11th Grand Prix to be 
held at Mammoth Moun-
tain, said Lauren Burke, 
Public Relations and Social 
Media Manager for Mam-
moth Mountain Ski Area. 
In 2014, Mammoth hosted 
the qualifying events for all 
U.S. Olympic snowboarders 
headed to Sochi, said Burke. 
This year, for the first time 

Sierra Lifeflight retired two Cheyenne Series turbo prop engine planes on Saturday, January 13 at their 
hangar in Bishop with a celebration that featured fire trucks, ambulances, free food and lots of smiles. See 
more photos of the event, page 8. 

see CANNABIS, page 17

By Rea
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ever, both skiers and snow-
boarders will be competing 
for their spot on the Olympic 
team. This weekend’s event 
will culminate in a U.S. 
Freeski & Snowboard team 
nomination ceremony on 
Saturday, January 20 begin-
ning at 8:30 p.m. The cer-
emony will be followed by a 
free fireworks show. 

This is also the first year 
that the contest, which will 
be televised nationally, will 
take place at night (both 
Friday and Saturday), said 
Burke. 

Mammoth is the final stop 
for U.S. Freeski and Snow-
board athletes, said Andrew 
Gauthier, Press Officer for 
the U.S. Ski and Snowboard 
Association (USSA). “They 
have a series of five Olympic 
selection events to secure 
their spot on the team going 
to Korea,” he said. There was 

see GRAND PRIX, page 11

Mammoth Lakes local Carly Marguiles on Wednesday, January 17, 
competing in the Freeski Halfpipe competition. 

PHOTO:CHRISTIAN PONDELLA

expedited medical recom-
mendation, but Wright said 
he is not legally permitted to 
tell customers about those 
services. 

Wednesday’s agenda item 
was intended to address 
“buffer zones” for com-
mercial cannabis sales in 
Mammoth. Members of 
Town Council agreed that 
they would like to see 600-
foot buffer zones between 
schools, youth centers, parks 
and day cares, and 500-foot 
buffer zones in between 
commercial cannabis busi-
nesses. However, the discus-
sion ultimately turned into a 
heated back-and-forth about 
how quickly commercial 
cannabis sales in Mammoth 
could become a reality. 

“The way we have mishan-
dled this, we have driven the 
black market in Mammoth,” 
said Council Member Bill 
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Here’s a curveball for you. 
Upon reading last week’s coverage of the proposed M.U.F. (“The 

Bare Necessities” and “Mind The Gap!”), I couldn’t help but think to 
myself, maybe the issue isn’t just about the extravagance of spend-
ing (at minimum) $13 million on the project. 

Maybe the issue, at this point, is also that they’re not being ex-
travagant enough. 

As Mammoth Lakes Recreation Commissioner Christie Osborne 
said, “What I don’t want to build is the ice-skating version of Can-
yon Lodge.” 

And I suppose what she’s talking about is not building a project 
which is seemingly outdated the moment it opens. 

Consider Canyon. It is too small for busy ski weekends. The acous-
tics make it a mediocre events venue. It’s certainly serviceable, but 
hardly top shelf. And this was, I imagine, fairly evident from the day 
it opened. 

When I reflect back upon my childhood in Hanover, New Hamp-
shire. I recall that Dartmouth College built its own “multi-use facil-
ity,” Thompson Arena, which opened in 1975. 

Initially, the 3,500-seat arena was used for hockey, basketball and 
concerts. 

In fact, my parents took me to a Dolly Parton concert there in the 
late ‘70s. 

What I remember about that concert is Dolly stopping halfway 
through the show and smirking at the audience and saying, “I know 
what you’re lookin’ at.” 

Of course, I know what I had been looking at, and I had brought 
a pair of binoculars to get an even better look, and I couldn’t figure 
out how Dolly had busted me from so far away. 

But then, her punchline: “My wig … you’re lookin’ at the size of 
my … wig.” 

HELLO, DOLLY!
By Lunch

So here’s what happened with Thompson Arena. Despite best in-
tentions during its construction, it didn’t really work as a basketball 
arena. It was too expensive to change over the surfaces in-season 
when hockey and basketball alternated weekends. And as a basket-
ball venue, it was just … cold. And the floor was too far away from 
the seats. It wasn’t intimate. 

They played basketball there for a few seasons before returning 
to the old Alumni Gym until a new, 2,100-seat basketball/volleyball 
arena, Leede Arena, opened in 1987. 

The college discontinued hosting concerts at Thompson Arena 
almost immediately because the acoustics were terrible. 

So what started as a “multi-use facility” is an ice rink. And it’s a 
terrific facility which was built 43 years ago and looks like it could 
have opened yesterday. But it was an absolute mistake to believe 
that it could ever be anything more than a hockey rink. Although it 
has served as a rainy-day alternative for graduation ceremonies. 

It certainly helps to have an endowment of several billion dollars 
when it comes to capital projects. 

-----

So … what about our proposed M.U.F?
The multi-use designation is the red herring in my view, a cover 

for politicians and Town staffers who don’t want to acknowledge 
that the Town plans on spending a significant amount of money on 
a relatively small special-interest group (hockey-players/skaters). 

That said, the argument made by the ice folks is, at least, some-
what compelling, and based upon projections that hockey will draw 
tournaments and interest and unique visits from people who might 
not normally visit Mammoth. 

So if that’s what this is—a visitation-driving amenity—it would 
seem a few things should be revisited and reconsidered. 

1.) “Value-engineering” should be outlawed as a catch-phrase. If 
the rink is going to be as successful as its proponents say it will be, 
then let’s focus on rink versus rinky-dink. The proposed 250-square 
foot locker rooms seem ridiculously small/not user-friendly. Chris-
tie Osborne would call that a Canyon Lodge move. 

The proposed movable bleacher seating for just 50-75 people? 
Sounds inadequate, although Town Parks and Recreation Director 
Stu Brown says most people like to stand and watch hockey games 
through the glass and you don’t need a lot of seating. He says addi-
tional, temporary seating could be brought in for special events. 

2.) Hmm. Visitation-driving amenity. Sure sounds like Mammoth 
Lakes Tourism’s war chest should be raided if this is the case, and 
not just to sponsor L.A. Kings intermission reports. 

3.) Why not make the 2018 Council election a referendum on the 
M.U.F? Sauser (for) and Hoff (against) are not up for reelection, 
meaning it’s a two-out-of-three seat contest. Force candidates to 
declare whether they’re for or against and vote accordingly. See 
what the general public really thinks about this idea. 
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On Wednesday, January 17, 
Mammoth’s Town Council 
authorized Mayor John Went-

worth to sign an outline Statement of 
Intent with Inyo County regarding a 
working relationship between Mam-
moth-Yosemite Airport (MMH) and 
Bishop Airport. The Council voted 
4-1, with Council member Bill Sauser 
voting no, to authorize Wentworth to 
sign the non-binding statement. 

Inyo County’s Board of Supervisors 
were authorized to sign the docu-
ment on Tuesday, January 16 at their 
regular meeting, said Public Works 
Director (and Interim Town Man-
ger while Dan Holler is on vacation) 
Grady Dutton. Inyo County Adminis-
trative Officer Kevin Carunchio was 
present at the Mammoth Council 
meeting on Wednesday. 

“This subject has been around lon-
ger than Mammoth’s been around,” 
said Dutton (referring to the Town 
before it was incorporated in 1984). 

“This is an effort to say, ‘Look, we’re 
serious about regional air service. 
We’re serious about enhancing its 
reliability,’” said Dutton. 

Dutton said that each airport will 

continue to work with the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) indi-
vidually, but that, “we want to im-
press upon the people of this region 
and the FAA that we’re willing to work 
together.” 

Just before the 
Statement of 
Intent was autho-
rized, Town Coun-
cil unanimously 
approved a reso-
lution adopting 
the MMH Airport 
Capital Improve-
ment Plan (ACIP), 
which Dutton 
said, “doesn’t 
mean we’re going 
to accept or even 
apply for any 
particular grant.” 
Mayor John Wen-
tworth added that the ACIP, “doesn’t 
commit us or the FAA to funding,” 
improvements to MMH. 

The Statement of Intent is a prod-
uct of meetings of the Mono-Inyo 
Airport Working Group (MIAWG), 
and identifies “opportunities” for the 

Town of Mammoth Lakes and Inyo 
County to work together in program-
ming commercial air service at Bish-
op Airport and in establishing Bishop 
as a weather alternate to MMH. 

Former Town 
Council member 
John Eastman 
gave public com-
ment, saying that 
he was concerned 
about some of the 
language in the 
statement. 

“Three [phras-
es] were used: 
‘Town funding,’ 
‘financial aid,’ or 
‘cost sharing,’” 
said Eastman 
on Wednesday. 
“Those words or 
phrases were used 

nine times in a three page docu-
ment.”

Eastman expressed his concern 
that the Town of Mammoth Lakes is 
already involved in several expensive 
endeavors, citing the purchase of the 
Shady Rest Parcel (which was also 

Mammoth Mayor and Inyo Supes sign “Statement of Intent” for potential regional air service cooperation
EASTSIDE AIRPORTS GET SERIOUS
By Rea

signed on Wednesday), the potential 
construction of the Multi-Use Facility, 
and existing capital projects at MMH. 

“To use words like ‘cost sharing’ 
[is] not responsible,” he said. He also 
said that Town Manager Dan Holler 
should be present to read the docu-
ment.

Council member Shields Rich-
ardson said that the document had 
previously been vetted in MIAWG 
meetings, and that he believed Holler 
had seen it. 

“I think the main word I saw in that 
[document] was ‘non-binding,’” said 
Mayor Pro Tem Cleland Hoff. 

Town Attorney Andy Morris said 
that the statement was, “not anything 
that we have to live up to. Our inten-
tion is that we would try to, [but] if 
circumstances change, the Town can 
get out of this.” 

Mayor Wentworth said that the 
Town of Mammoth Lakes was “very 
grateful there’s a willing partner to 
work with and [we will] do everything 
we can,” to provide robust and reli-
able air service to the Eastern Sierra. 

We want to impress 

upon the people of this 

region and the FAA that 

we’re willing to work 

together. 

”

“

- Grady Dutton
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The second annual Eastern Sierra Women’s March will take place this Saturday in Bishop
ONE YEAR LATER, WOMEN MARCH AGAIN
By Rea

It’s been a year since Donald Trump 
was inaugurated as the 45th 
president of the United States, and 

some Eastern Sierra residents say that 
it’s more important than ever to hold 
a second annual Women’s March, 
which will take place on Saturday, 
January 20 in Bishop. 

“I think that last year, there was a 
visceral reaction to the election,” said 
Janet Carle, one of the organizers of 
this year’s march and the founder of 
Mono 350, a climate change action 
group. 

“Everyone was so in shock that peo-
ple just wanted to be able to do some-
thing to address the feeling that we 
had. We didn’t really know what was 
going to come, we didn’t know how 
Trump was going to be as president,” 
she said of last year’s protests, most of 
which were held on January 21, 2017, 
the day after Trump’s inauguration. 

Worldwide participation in those 
marches has been estimated at over 
five million people, according to the 
New York Times. The Washington 
Post attempted to count the number 
of participants in the United States, 
finding 635 reported marches with a 
“best guess” of 4,157,984 participants, 
or 1-1.6 percent of the U.S. popula-
tion. 

According to womensmarch.com, 
there are 673 “sister marches” that 
will be taking place across the world 
on January 20 and 21, 2018. 

“What the last year has proven is 
that people want to turn back the 
clock in a lot of ways,” said Carle. 
“You kind of have the feeling that 
[women] have to keep regaining what 
we thought we had.”

As well as being the first year of 
President Trump’s term, 2017 was also 
the year that media mogul Harvey 
Weinstein was publicly shamed after 
sexual assault allegations surfaced 
against him, resulting in a domino 
effect of allegations against other 
powerful men. It was the year of 
the #metoo movement, spurred by 
women from Hollywood to hospital-
ity, who spoke out about their own 
experiences with harassment.  

“I think the #metoo movement has 
demonstrated that we’re not go-
ing to be set back,” as women, said 
Wendy Schneider, Executive Director 
of Friends of the Inyo. Schneider has 
been distributing posters advertis-
ing for the march and is planning 
on attending the event in Bishop on 
Saturday. She marched in Los Angeles 
last year. 

“I think that message was expressed 
loud and clear, and [this year’s march] 
is a little bit like icing on the cake, in 
case [anyone] missed it,” said Schnei-
der. “We have a situation where a 
sitting president has bragged about 
sexually assaulting women, who is 
glorifying ignorance by denying sci-
ence and encouraging people in their 
basest instincts to hate and to be 
greedy.” 

Schneider said that she is march-
ing again this year because, “we 
don’t have to support these kinds of 
policies. We can believe that everyone 
should be treated with dignity and 

respect. That’s what we demand and 
we are going to continue to demand 
that. We are watching.” 

“I think we’re at a point where 
women are, in a very public and 
positive way, trying to give each other 
strength and hope and stand up for 
what’s decent,” said Frances Hunt, 
an organizer for the Sierra Club who 
has also volunteered to organize 
the Bishop march. “And I think it’s 
created a level of 
awareness in men 
as well… I think 
decent people, men 
and women, are 
wrestling with the 
idea of ‘How do I 
stand up for what is 
right?’”

Hunt also said 
that the march is 
intended to be a 
celebration, and 
not just an expres-
sion of disapproval 
of Trump’s policies. 

“I do think you 
need to be for something,” said Hunt. 
“I think we’re better off when people 
are for positive things instead of just 
being anti-Trump.” 

Hunt, who was also in Los Angeles 
for last year’s march, said that she 
believes people will be compelled to 
participate because the event will fos-
ter hope in a time when things seem 
scary, and creates a local opportunity 
to spend time with a group of “people 
who share your concerns.”

Hunt said that even though people 
were angry at last year’s march, “it 
wasn’t an angry demonstration…
in some ways it can be more of a 
celebration of the values that you 
support and that are dear to you. I 
think people did get a lot of positive 
feelings out of it.” 

Janet Carle said that the last year 
has “woken people up, there’s no 
question about that,” noting that be-
fore Trump’s election, she didn’t know 
that Congressman Paul Cook (R-CA 
08) was her representative. “Now, he’s 
on my speed dial,” said Carle. 

The theme of this year’s nationwide 
women’s marches is “Power to the 
Polls.” 

“We are the leaders we’ve been 
waiting for,” declares the “Power 
to the Polls,” page on the Women’s 
March website. “This next stage of the 

movement will channel the energy 
and activism of the Women’s March 
into tangible strategies and concrete 
wins in 2018,” states the site. 

And women are running for office 
in record numbers. Marge Doyle, a 
nurse from Joshua Tree, is challeng-
ing Congressman Cook for his 8th 
District seat in this November’s elec-
tion. Stephanie Schriock, President of 
Emily’s List (an organization devoted 

to electing female 
candidates), told 
the New York Times 
in December that 
about 1,000 women 
contacted Emily’s 
List about run-
ning for office or 
getting politically 
involved in the 10 
months prior to 
the 2016 election. 
Since Trump was 
elected, Schriock 
told The Times, 
over 22,000 women 
have contacted her 

organization. “We have never seen 
anything like what we have seen over 
the last 12 months,” Schriock told The 
Times. “If you could underline that 
four times, that’s what I mean.”

“I think people are absolutely 
impassioned and fired up,” said Hunt 
this week when asked how people 
could make their voices heard locally. 
“People who’ve never called or writ-
ten their members of Congress or the 
White House have called and written. 

And people who haven’t come out 
to City Council or Board of Supervi-
sors meetings have come out. People 
are actively thinking about running 
for office who’ve never run before…
I think people have really realized 
that you’ve got to stand up and be 
counted.”

Carle said that the event will bring a 
“cross section of the Eastern Sierra” to 
downtown Bishop, and that organiz-
ers include members of the Bishop 
Paiute Tribe and the Hispanic com-
munity. 

“The march is a symbol, but over 
the course of the year people have 
done a lot more than marching,” said 
Hunt. She cited the inclusive “values 
statement” adopted by the City of 
Bishop in July 2017 as an example. 

“I believe in the message that 
empowering women empowers all of 
us,” said Carle.

The Eastern Sierra Women’s March 
will start at Bishop City Park around 
9 a.m. on Saturday, January 20. The 
event is open to everyone and is 
intended to be a peaceful demon-
stration. The march will conclude 
with speeches and booths hosted by 
various organizations in the park. For 
information about booths, contact 
Julie at jmtiede@icloud.com, and to 
volunteer, contact Jess at jessica.ary@
gmail.com. 

I believe in the 

message that 

empowering women 

empowers all of us.

”

“

-Janet Carle

Women gather at a sign-making party at the Bishop Pizza Factory on Wednesday, 
January 10 in preparation for the Women’s March on Saturday, January 20. 

PHOTO:JESSICA ARY

Allison Radoff gets her signage ready for 
Saturday’s march. 

PHOTO:JESSICA ARY



THE SHEET  I  Saturday, January 20, 2018               www.thesheetnews.com                                       LOCAL NEWS   I   5

Mammoth Community Water District calls for additional environmental review of Ormat’s Casa Diablo IV 
By Bodine

District Judge allows Bishop Tribe’s lawsuit to move forward
DISMISSAL DISMISSED

THE POLITICS OF MIXOLOGY

By James

Happy Hour 
4-6 Mon-Fri
4-5 Sat & Sun

“just come on in”

Dining at 5:00
 no reservations

 “Mammoth's Favorite Happy Hour for 35 years!” 

 *steaks * ribs * seafood*
*pasta * burgers*

*appetizers & snacks* 

*classic cocktails*
*craft beers on tap * wines priced to drink* 

*free private parking lot*

*www.slocums.com for all menus*
  3221 main st. mammoth lakes * 760-934-7647

On January 10, U.S. District 
Judge Dale Drozd of Fresno re-
jected Inyo County’s dismissal 

of a lawsuit filed by the Bishop Paiute 
Tribe against the Inyo County Sher-
iff’s Office. That court order, filed in 
March of 2015, was an attempt to bar 
the Inyo County Sheriff’s Office from 
arresting or prosecuting Tribal police 
officers for carrying out Tribal law on 
Tribal land. 

The lawsuit came after Inyo County 
Sheriff Bill Lutze issued a cease and 
desist order claiming that Tribal police 
do not have the authority to enforce 
state laws or carry firearms off of the 
Bishop Paiute Tribe reservation. 

The Tribe’s lawsuit is the result of 
Inyo County’s treatment of Tribal 
Police Officer Daniel Johnson. On 
Christmas Eve in 2014, Johnson 
responded to a domestic disturbance 
call from a Tribal member living on 
the reservation. The man claimed his 
non-Indian ex-wife was at his home 
and was in violation of Tribal and 
State domestic violence restraining 
orders. On arrival, Johnson tasered 
the woman, forced her to the ground, 
and allegedly injured her in the pro-
cess. He detained the woman until 
Inyo County Sheriff’s deputies could 
arrive. 

Two weeks after the incident, Inyo 
County Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Johnson for attempting to enforce 
a restraining order against a non-
Indian on the reservation. Johnson 
was charged with assault and battery, 
use of a stun gun, false imprisonment, 
and impersonating a public officer. 
The latter charge was dropped when 
a court found that Johnson was act-
ing and responding as a Tribal police 
officer. 

Lutze’s position was that tribal 
police have no authority to enforce 
state or federal laws, even on their 
own land.

In March 2015, the Bishop Paiute 
Tribe sued Inyo County, saying that 
their Tribal police have “inherent 
tribal authority” to enforce the law 
over both Indians and non-Indians on 
tribal lands. 

The tribe’s complaint was initially 
dismissed in July 2015.

In July 2017, the Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals issued a 19-page decision 
calling for the reversal of the 2015 
ruling by Senior U.S. District Judge 
Garland Burrell, and remanded it back 
to a lower court and another judge.

The new judge assigned to the case 
was Drozd, who issued a decision in 
which he rejected Inyo County’s mo-
tion to dismiss the lawsuit, and ruled 
that Inyo County cited “unconvincing 
case law,” in its argument.

Drozd noted in his order that there 
was ample precedent for tribal police 
to arrest both Native and non-Natives 
in case law. 

The judge called Inyo County’s 
reliance on a 2001 Ninth Circuit case 
involving county sheriff liability “puz-
zling” and “inapposite” (i.e., inappro-
priate) of its argument.

Drozd wrote that “At worst, the deci-
sion in Brewster [the argument used 
by Inyo County] is effectively fatal 
to the County’s motion to dismiss, 
since the plaintiff there was allowed 
to maintain suit against the County 
on the basis of the law enforcement 
actions of the County’s Sheriff—pre-
cisely what plaintiff seeks to do here.”

In his 17-page ruling, Drozd wrote, 
“Johnson, by virtue of his status as 
a duly sworn officer of the Bishop 
Paiute Tribe, possessed the inherent 
authority to detain the suspect in the 
course of investigating whether she 
had violated the state court protective 
order.”

The case will proceed to trial in 
Federal Court at a time as yet to be 
determined.

The Mammoth Community Water 
District (MCWD) is asking for 
another environmental review 

of Ormat Technologies’ proposed 
Casa Diablo IV geothermal plant, 
which Ormat plans to construct near 
Mammoth Lakes. The Casa Dia-
blo IV (CDIV) project entails a new 
plant that would produce double the 
amount of geothermal electricity gen-
erated at Ormat’s existing plant, which 
is located at the northeast intersec-
tion of Highways 203 and 395. Ormat’s 
existing plant generates 29 megawatts 
per hour, and the Casa Diablo IV geo-
thermal plant is expected to generate 
59 megawatts per hour, enough to 
power 40,000 homes hourly.

MCWD released a statement on 
January 11, 2018, asserting that two 
years of new data and findings by the 
US Geological Survey suggest that 
geothermal fluid and MCWD drink-
ing water are intermingling, a prob-
lem that could be exacerbated by the 
drilling required to create Casa Diablo 

IV. This has been MCWD’s argument 
against the Casa Diablo IV project 
since 2006.

MCWD, which supplies water for 
the Town of Mammoth Lakes, has 
asked Great Basin Unified Air Pollu-
tion Control District (GBUAPCD) to 
generate a supplemental Environ-
mental Impact Report (EIR) reflecting 
the new findings. 

Mono County Counsel Stacey 
Simon was involved in the project 
during the compilation of the origi-
nal Environmental Impact Report for 
CDIV in 2011. Every Environmental 
Impact Report requires a lead agency 
sponsor it. According to Simon, Great 
Basin was selected as the lead agency 
for the original Casa Diablo IV EIR, 
despite the project having little to do 
with air quality, because Great Basin is 
the only local, non-federal permitting 
agency that can do so for a project 
held on federal lands. 

Phil Kiddoo, Air Pollution Control 
Officer for GBUAPCD told The Sheet 

on January 16 that he wasn’t sure if 
the January 11 statement released 
by MCWD was, “a press release or 
propaganda.” Kiddoo prefaced the 
interview by saying that MCWD and 
GBUAPCD are currently in litigation 
over the original EIR, which MCWD 
considers to be an inadequate Califor-
nia Environmental Quality Act report. 
He said he was limited in what he 
could comment on. 

In 2010, Ormat argued, and still 
does, that an impermeable geological 
barrier exists between the hot geo-
thermal water and the potable drink-
ing water that MCWD aims to protect. 
MCWD General Manager Pat Hayes 
told The Sheet on January 16 that 
in Basalt Canyon, west of the exist-
ing Ormat plant, soil temperatures 
are rising. He said there has been an 
increase in carbon dioxide gas rising 
to the surface that has led to tree die 
offs, and that this has been docu-
mented by the United States Geologi-
cal Survey (USGS).

“If there’s an impermeable barrier, 
how is it (gases) getting to the sur-
face?” Hayes asked.

Hayes points to recent data com-
piled by the USGS that “consistently 
shows intermingling” of the two flu-
ids. Great Basin is obligated to open 
a supplemental EIR in the issue of 
public safety, contends MCWD.

A report detailing the new data and 

prepared by Wildermuth Environ-
mental is set to be released by the end 
of January.

Kiddoo said Hayes has been at-
tending GBUAPCD board meetings 
for years to assert the same argument 
that fluids are intermingling. Hayes 
is turning into “Peter that cried wolf,” 
Kiddoo said, by continuing to argue 
that the two water sources are inter-
mingling. The original EIR for Casa 
Diablo IV did not find evidence of 
intermingling between geothermal 
fluid and drinking water. GBUAPCD 
signed off on that study. Proof of that 
intermingling is the subject of the 
litigation. 

In a prepared statement, Ormat said 
that MCWD is continuing a media 
campaign to perpetuate a battle it’s 
already lost and at great expense to its 
customers. Ormat Executive Director 
Paul Thomsen added that there is no 
evidence that Great Basin should re-
open the EIR. The new data collected 
by the USGS which MCWD referred 
to has not been peer-reviewed. Ormat 
still contends there is no connectiv-
ity between the geothermal fluid and 
Mammoth’s drinking water.

The Bureau of Land Management, 
the federal agency that gave the Casa 
Diablo IV project the green light, was 
unavailable for comment.
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OP-ED: MORE FUNDING 
FOR FIRE IN CALIFORNIA

FIRE IS THE FUTURE
Park Service addresses “concerning” fuel load at Devil’s Postpile
By Giles

The National Park Service is 
proposing to update the Fire 
Management Plan for Devil’s 

Postpile National Monument to 
allow prescribed burns in its wilder-
ness area, and to allow NPS to permit 
natural fires to burn when they enter 
the boundaries of the monument. 

According to Deanna Dulen, 
Superintendent of Devil’s Postpile 
National Monument, there has only 
been one prescribed fire in the park’s 
history, which has been managed 
for about 100 years with intense fire 
suppression tactics. 

In 1992, The Rainbow Fire burned 
82 percent of the monument. Of that 
area, 25 percent experienced high 
severity burning, which killed seeds 
and other life buried in the soil that 
would otherwise have naturally reju-
venated the forest. That burn scar is 
comprised largely of a mix of shrub-
bery and large downed trees. 

In 2011, during the Devil’s Wind 
Storm, thousands of large-diameter 
trees were uprooted during a 12-
hour period of sustained 100-mph 
winds, leaving a massive fuel load at 
Mammoth Pass. According to Dulen, 
portions of the downed trees adja-
cent to the trail that goes up and over 
the Postpile itself were systematically 
burned in March 2015. 

According to Natural Resource 
Manager Monica Buhler, forest fires 
have historically burned at varying 
intensities in the Sierra Nevada with 
some frequency. Over the last 100 
years, patches of high-severity burns 
have grown, so that the seeds of 
plants which previously recolonized 
the ecosystem after a blaze are too 
dispersed to do so. This phenom-
enon can be observed in the chap-
arral that comprises the bulk of the 
Rainbow Fire burn scar. 

Buhler said that if the area around 
Mammoth Pass were to burn now, 
it would create a very hot, severe 
fire similar to that of the Rainbow 
Fire. When asked this week what the 
likelihood of such a burn threaten-
ing the Town of Mammoth Lakes 
was, Mammoth Fire District Division 
Chief Jeff Hinson said, “High enough 
that it’s a concern.” 

Hinson said that “managed fires,” 
in which public agencies allow 

naturally-caused wildland forest fires 
to burn in a particular way instead 
of rushing to put them out, are a cost 
effective way of eliminating dan-
gerous fuels. Prescribed burns, in 
which firefighters burn piles of slash 
resulting from tree thinning, can be 
expensive. 

Taro Pusina, Interagency Fire 
Management Officer for the Inyo 
National Forest, said that, under the 
existing Fire Management Plan, any 
fire that burns from Inyo National 
Forest land (which surrounds the 
monument) onto National Park 
Service land must be immediately 
extinguished. The proposed changes 
would allow for those burns to be 
monitored and maintained. 

Pusina said that the 2015 con-
trolled burn (to eliminate the Devil’s 
Wind Storm debris) cost roughly 
$340 per acre of land, and that the 
total cost of implementing the pre-
scribed fire was $53,000. “That’s a 
pittance compared with any fire that 
burns a home or community,” said 
Pusina this week. 

Hinson and Pusina said the new 
Fire Management Plan would create 
more opportunities to eliminate fuel 
at Devil’s Postpile by burning it—and 
more smoke. “Any fire that is Man-
aged… is treated as a Prescribed fire, 
and as such, is subject to the Clean 
Air Act,” and air quality standards 
enforced by Great Basin Unified 
Air Pollution Control District, said 
Pusina. 

Pusina said fuel loads need to be 
addressed now, not pushed off for 
another generation to deal with. 
“Today, we have support from our 
regional office to address these is-
sues, but it is still easier to play the 
hero card and put fires out. We know 
we’re good at that, we’ve been doing 
it for a hundred years. What’s harder 
is to say, ‘I’m going to manage it,’ 
knowing that if it got out of control, 
it could burn homes. To take a calcu-
lated risk.” 

Dulen said that one of the goals 
of the plan is to restore the natural 
buffer created by the Rainbow Fire’s 
burn scar, and to extend that buffer 
so that a fire can’t burn up and over 
Mammoth Pass to threaten the Town 
of Mammoth Lakes. Hinson pointed 
out that the Town is surrounded by 
natural buffers in almost every direc-
tion–except for at Mammoth Pass.

Pusina said it’s not a matter of 
if Mammoth Lakes will burn, but 
when. Fires aren’t new to the Sierra 
ecosystem, but the developments 
that abut California’s forests are. “We 
ask people to come to terms with fire 
if they choose to live in California, 
in these wildlands. We can’t pass this 
problem of fuel loading off to future 
generations. We are paying for that 
now.” 

The project is in the initial scoping 
phase, and the public is invited to 
comment, by visiting parkplpnning.
nps.gov/depo, or by mail to Super-
intendent, Devils Postpile NM NPS 
PO Box 3999, Mammoth Lakes, CA, 
93546. Comments will be accepted 
through February 16, 2018. 

By Randy Moore

In 2017, more than 1,500 wildfires 
burned over 640,000 acres on 
National Forest System lands in 

California, including the Thomas Fire, 
the largest in California history. Al-
though the fire is fully contained, the 
surrounding communities are pres-
ently dealing with debris flows caused 
by a landscape that no longer has the 
protection of vegetation for a stable 
ground. To date, 17 people have died, 
several others are still missing, and 
more than 100 homes have been de-
stroyed as a result of these mudslides.

In early October, a series of wind-
driven wildfires burned more than 
200,000 acres across Northern Cali-
fornia. The fires destroyed thousands 
of structures and killed 44 people. Al-
though the fires did not occur on For-
est Service lands, the agency worked 
closely with state and local coopera-
tors on fire suppression efforts.

The Pacific Southwest Region has 
spent over $500 million preventing 
or suppressing wildfires over the last 
year. Funding for suppression ef-
forts performed by the Forest Service 
comes from the overall agency’s 
budget based on a 10-year rolling 
average—a model that is simply 
unsustainable, given the last several 
years of unprecedented fire seasons. 
When wildfire suppression fund-
ing is insufficient, the Forest Service 
is forced to shift money away from 

other investments designed to build 
healthy, resilient forests and com-
munities. We must find a permanent 
solution that restores the balance 
between fire prevention, fire suppres-
sion and resource restoration. 

We are working to reduce the 
potential for future loss by perform-
ing hazardous fuel reduction treat-
ments. In Fiscal Year 2017 alone, we 
performed fuels reduction treatments 
on over 310,000 acres of Forest Ser-
vice lands across the state. However, 
10 million acres of National Forest 
System lands in California are cur-
rently at moderate to high risk of 
disease or fire. The science, data and 
monitoring show that hazardous fuel 
treatments and thinning positively 
affects fire behavior and lowers the 
catastrophic risk of fire damage. 

We are appreciative of the ongo-
ing work of USDA Secretary Sonny 
Perdue and Congress who have 
acknowledged the funding issue and 
are working hard to help resolve these 
challenges. Finding a permanent so-
lution to fix the fire funding problem 
will go a long way in sustaining the 
health, diversity and productivity of 
our Nation’s forests and grasslands for 
current and future generations.

Randy Moore is the Regional For-
ester for the Pacific Southwest Region 
of the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Forest Service.
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BY THE 
LIGHT OF 
 THE MOON
Enjoy the magical light of the full moon on this guided snowshoe 
tour unlike any other. Depart the Ski Center at 7PM for a 1.5 hour 
after-dark scenic excursion, then gather for fi reside refreshments 
inside Tamarack Lodge. The tour is $59 and snowshoe rentals are 
included. Space is limited, call to make your reservation today.

JAN 29–30 & FEB 27–28

BY THE 

According to Mono County 
District Attorney Tim Kendall, 
narcotics use is the number one 

“social issue” in Mammoth Lakes and 
Mono County today.

Following the passage of Proposi-
tion 47 in 2014, drug addicts in Cali-
fornia get just an infraction for pos-
session of personal use amounts of 
heroin, and thieves get nothing but 
a ticket for stealing up to $949 worth 
of goods from a business like Kmart. 
There would seem then, no reason to 
reinstate the Mono County Narcotics 
Enforcement Team (MONET), which 
was disbanded in 2016 due to lack of 
personnel and resources, or to con-
tinue with Drug Court. Kendall says 
otherwise.

Prop 47 reduced the penalties for 
many crimes—primarily drug posses-
sion and property theft—from felonies 
to misdemeanors. The purpose of 
the bill was to reduce the number of 
people held in California’s prisons. Ac-
cording to a 2016 report by the Public 
Policy Institute of California, Prop 47 
has been successful in doing this.

Kendall told The Sheet that, while 
simple drug possession now incurs 
only a fine, addicts who get caught are 
often linked to a variety of other crimes 
like theft, burglary, assault, and the 
transportation and sale of narcotics. 
Sales and transportation of illicit drugs 
were not affected by Proposition 47, 
and those offenses still carry penalties 

of three to nine years in prison, ac-
cording to California Penal Code.

Kendall said a task force might inves-
tigate a person of interest for posses-
sion but end up unearthing a whole 
host of other crimes, which are often 
related to narcotics. “Law enforcement 
still pursues mis-
demeanor driving 
under the influ-
ence crimes, why 
not misdemeanor 
drug crimes?” 
asked Kendall.

Mono County 
Deputy Proba-
tion Officer Dylan 
Whitmore told The 
Sheet he thinks 
Prop 47 offers a 
disincentive for 
offenders who 
might require 
help through drug 
court. He said that 
drug court can 
be invaluable in 
helping addicts get straight. More than 
90 percent of addicts will not seek help 
without first having contact with law 
enforcement, he said. 

Kendall said that drug court still 
plays a role in enforcing narcotics 
laws, even if the crimes people are sent 
there for are now misdemeanors. The 
purpose of drug court is to get people 
clean, he said. Drug court offers crimi-

A GOOD TIME TO BE IN THE BUSINESS
By Bodine
Should Mono County have a Narcotics Enforcement Team if possession is a misdemeanor, not a felony?

nals, chosen by the District Attorney, 
the opportunity to trade a traditional 
prison sentence for an intense proba-
tion that includes weekly appearances 
with a judge and regular drug testing. 
A participant who fails in drug court 
can face more time in prison than that 

they were original-
ly charged with.

When asked if 
narcotics posses-
sion charges have 
increased since 
the passage of 
Prop 47, Kendall 
said he couldn’t 
say because there 
is no longer a team 
to investigate and 
arrest people for 
those charges. 
From 1990 to 
2011, MONET was 
staffed by employ-
ees from the Mono 
County District 
Attorney’s Office, 

Mono County Sheriff’s Office, Mono 
County Probation Office, and Mam-
moth Lakes Police Department. 

The Mammoth Lakes Police Depart-
ment left MONET at the end of 2011 
due to a stated lack of personnel. 
Mono County Probation left at the end 
of 2013 as the result of what Kend-
all called a “change in philosophy.” 
The Mono County Sheriff’s Office left 

MONET in the middle of 2014, prior to 
the election of Sheriff Ingrid Braun. 

Those departures left a single inves-
tigator from the DA’s office to handle 
132 cases in 2016, and 40 percent of 
those cases were for sales and trans-
portation of narcotics. There were 
339 narcotics cases in 2011. Kendall 
said that crime rates have not fallen 
by more than 50 percent in those five 
years, which suggests that the crimes 
are still occurring but are not being 
policed.

Arrests within the County ranged 
from 800-950 per year, said Kendall, 
until 2014, when arrests dropped 
to 676. In 2015, the total number of 
arrests dropped to 516, then to 385 ar-
rests in 2016. As of May 25, 2017, there 
had only been 156 arrests in Mono 
County, according to data provided by 
Kendall.

There have been 13 narcotics-related 
deaths in Mono County since 2013. In 
2015 and 2016, 19 children had parents 
that sought treatment for metham-
phetamine and heroin abuse. Kendall 
said that Mono County Child Protec-
tive Services intervenes with three to 
six children per month whose parents 
have some type of narcotics issue that 
has been brought to their attention.

Inyo County District Attorney Tom 
Hardy was unavailable for comment 
regarding how the passage of Proposi-
tion 47 has affected narcotics-related 
crime in Inyo County.

Law enforcement still 

pursues misdemeanor 

driving under the 

influence crimes, why 

not misdemeanor drug 

crimes?

”

“

- Tim Kendall
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FLYING OFF INTO THE SUNSET
Locals gather to retire old planes, welcome new recruits into the Sierra Lifeflight fleet
Photos by Gayla Wolf

On Saturday, January 13, Sierra 
Lifeflight hosted the public for a 
retirement party at the organi-

zation’s hangar at the Bishop Airport. 
Partygoers celebrated the careers 
of long time pilot Gary Thompson 
and two Cheyenne Series turbo prop 
engine planes. The planes have been 
replaced with King Air C-90 series 
planes, which will offer more space 
for medical professionals to tend to 
patients in-flight.

Regional Director of Program Operations 
Mike Patterson won the Flag and Eagle 
Award.

Above (L-R): Billy Rossi and Baby Brinkley on her first trip to the Airport. Far right: Lone Pine firefighters (L-R) Ethan Riesen, Ren 
Bills and Ralph Enriquez. 

Above (L-R): Drew Roberts, Amanda and Tess Holland, Karter and Mike 
Leiffman. Left: Flight Paramedic Terry Gowan and dog Ginger.

Flight Paramedic Kevin McBride and 
Bishop’s youngest firefighter, Maverick 
Allen.

Above: Wallen Russell, Londyn Russell 
and Leighton Bogie board the new plane.

Above (L-R): ESCA Volunteer Pat Anderson, Fire Commissioner Lloyd Anderson, and 
District Supervisor Rick Pucci. Left: Fiddlin’ Pete Watercott and Kathryn Erickson.

Top Left (L-R): Big Pine Fire and Rescue saves Aiden Elmer with Grandpa Bill LeFever, Captain Dave Calloway, and Medic Lloyd 
Wilson. Top Right (L-R): Kiley and Sarah Simpson, Anna Taplin, and Monroe Prange. 
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The Southern California 

customer wants 

convenience, and that 

convenience is parking. 

”

“

- Tom Cage

PARK IT HERE, FOR NOW
By Rea
Town of Mammoth Lakes promises a phased approach (in a good way) to Main Street Plan

Mammoth’s Town Council 
heard an update on the 
Main Street Sidewalk Project 

on Wednesday, January 17. Engineer-
ing Manager Haislip Hayes present-
ed a reworked version of the project, 
after Town staff received input from 
business owners on that street. 

Main Street business owners Tom 
Cage, Paul Rudder and Camille 
Miller were present at the Council 
meeting to offer their opinions on 
the staged implementation of the 
plan, which initially called for park-
ing on the frontage road alongside 
Highway 203 to be removed. The 
revised plan will change the current 
angled parking to 90 degree parking, 
said Hayes.

Mammoth’s Town Council accept-
ed the Main Street plan in 2014, but 
discussions with concerned business 
owners resulted in the changes that 
were presented on Wednesday.

“We expect this to be an interim 
step,” said Public Works Director 
Grady Dutton. “This is not the ‘Main 
Street Plan.’” 

Dutton said that in “maybe 10 or 
20 years we expect those buildings 
[set back on the frontage road] to 
move forward. But we heard very 
strongly from businesses, ‘don’t take 
away our parking right now. We need 
it right now.’” 

The original idea was to turn Main 

Street into a “grand avenue” with 
multi-use paths, transit features 
an buildings in place of the front-
age road. The design presented on 
Wednesday keeps the two-way front-
age road in place, with the idea that 
it will eventually be eliminated. 

“I like the idea that we’re willing 
to do something 
incremental,” 
said Camille 
Miller, who owns 
the Mammoth 
Fun Shop on 
Main Street. “We 
can’t just remove 
parking and hope 
for the best. [We 
should be] creat-
ing behaviors that 
support future 
walking uses, 
[but] this helps to 
bridge that gap.” 

She said that, in 
the future, attitudes around park-
ing may change. “I don’t want us to 
become complacent in our pursuit 
of more [contemporary] parking 
solutions.” 

Paul Rudder, who owns the Luxury 
Outlets on Main Street, said that, 
while “it’s not a perfect project, I 
don’t want that to get in the way of us 
having a project. I’ve been waiting 30 
years for a sidewalk on Main Street.” 

Tom Cage, who owns Kittredge 
Sports and the Chevron on the north 
side of Main Street, said that, al-
though the project may be starting “a 
little smaller than some of us would 
have wanted,” the incremental ap-
proach would allow business owners 
to, “see its functionality…then we 

can work towards 
businesses build-
ing forward on 
properties.”  

He said that, at 
least for now, “the 
Southern Cali-
fornia customer 
wants conve-
nience, and that 
convenience is 
parking.” 

Sauser ex-
pressed his fear 
that Main Street 
would continue 
to look like “the 

405 freeway,” especially if a 6-8 foot 
wide hardscaped “promenade” (as 
Hayes described it) were installed 
on the south side of the highway as 
planned. 

Sauser suggested split-rail fences, 
which he said used to line Main 
Street before it was a 4-lane road. “Or 
maybe we could hire people to stand 
there with banners… so Main Street 
is attractive,” he said. 

According to the staff report, a 
total budget of $7,786,456 has been 
allocated to the Main Street Plan 
to date. A large portion of that will 
be from grants, Hayes said, but he 
did not immediately respond to a 
request for comment on how much 
grant funding the Town currently has 
for the series of projects.  

Grady Dutton also said that the 
Town was in talks with Caltrans, 
the agency that has the right of way 
on Main Street, to reach an agree-
ment about snow removal on the 
proposed promenade, a “sensitive 
discussion” which he hopes will be 
resolved this coming fall. 

Hayes also said that Caltrans has 
applied for a grant on the Town’s be-
half to complete the Multi-Use Path 
from Lake Mary Road to Joaquin and 
Callahan Streets. 

Mayor Wentworth accepted the 
proposed changes presented by 
Hayes with the caveats that the 
proposed infrastructure on the 
south side of Main Street be identi-
fied as the Town Loop with proper 
signage, and that Town staff return to 
Council with a proposal for funding 
projects that are not funded by the 
state grants. He also asked that Trails 
Coordinator Joel Rathje be directed 
to come up with a signing and mes-
saging plan for the proposed prom-
enades. 
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SHEET SURVEY
Last week, President Donald Trump referred to some nations as “sh*thole countries.” 
The Sheet asked people on the street: What is your number one sh*thole ski area and why?  

“Mount Rose. It’s a small place, not a big time resort, and the 
lift people know your name. Mammoth’s great, but it’s not like 
that.’”                              

         - Katherine Greenblatt, Reno

“Whiteface, AKA ‘Iceface,’ in Lake Placid, New York. It’s all 
ice, from top to bottom.”

                                                  - Jack Huang, Mammoth Lakes                

“Mountain High, in SoCal, for the night boarding. They used 
to sell these $80 quad passes at Big Five and you’d split ‘em 
with your buddies so you’d each pay $20.”

 - Aaron Covell, Corona

“Mt. Baldy, because there’s never any snow, and there are 
always too many people.” 
                           
                                             -Michael Munson, Mammoth Lakes

“June Mountain. The crowds are terrible, the powder gets 
tracked out immediately, there’s long lift lines, and the employ-
ees are grumpy. It’s definitely not where the locals go. Catch my 
drift?”                                                                                             
        -Josh Mann, Mammoth Lakes

“Cataloochee in North Carolina. What a joke that place was. 
Three lifts, and the black diamond run was a cat track made of 
solid ice.”                                     
                        -Ryan Salay, Mammoth Lakes
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GRAND PRIX 
continued from page 1

Mammoth’s Toyota Grand Prix in 
January of 2017, Copper Mountain 
and the Dew Tour at Breckenridge 
in December of 2017, last weekend’s 
Snowmass Grand Prix and, finally, this 
week’s event in Mammoth. 

“Freeskiing and Snowboarding 
probably have one of the more in-
tense qualifications processes,” said 
Gauthier. “Also, most of them go to the 
X-Games after this, so there’s no break 
before Korea. And Snowmass and 
Mammoth are back to back. So to stay 
healthy is a pretty impressive feat.” 

Both the Halfpipe and Slopestyle 
events will be visible from the sun-
deck at Main Lodge, from the lifts 
above the massive terrain features, 
and from the sidelines and base of 
both courses, said Burke. Addition-
ally, “if you’re coming down Broadway 
while the Slopestyle competition is 
going on, you can pull off at the rope 
line and watch,” said Burke. For those 
who would rather avoid the crowds, 
the competitions can be live streamed 
on www.nbcsn.com. 

It’s been all hands on deck at Mam-
moth for the last few weeks to get 
ready for the event, said Burke. TJ 
Dawold, the Director of Unbound Ter-
rain Parks, praised his crew for their 
hard work in building the Olympic-
sized 22-foot Halfpipe and Slopestyle 
course. They built the camera-ready 
courses on top of maintaining the rest 
of the Mountain’s parks (Forest Trail, 
South Park and all Playgrounds). 

Dawold said it took his Snowcat 
crew about 10 days (with five Cats 
working all night and a day crew to 
fine-tune their work) to build the 
Slopestyle course, and three weeks 
with three Cats to get the Halfpipe up 
and running. “With a little bit of de-
termination and teamwork,” the crew 
was able to put together a world-class 
course. Dawold and his top Cat opera-
tors designed the courses, focusing on 
“rideability and making sure that the 
athletes are happy,” he said.   

“TJ and the guys on the crew have 
such great relationships with the 
athletes,” said Burke. Locally-based 
riders like Chloe Kim, Kelly Clark and 
Maddie Mastro have “spent so much 
time training here that [the Cat crew] 
are able to get feedback from the ath-
letes through the process” of building 
the courses. “I’ve never seen a crew 
that works so closely with athletes,” 
said Burke. 

When asked about the possibility of  
a storm hitting Mammoth this week-
end (the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, or NOAA, 
was calling for one to three inches on 
Friday at Mammoth Mountain as of 
press time), Dawold laughed, saying 
“it does always snow on the Grand 
Prix. We have a running joke that we 
should have the Grand Prix at the end 
of November,” to build a base.

If it’s dumping, Dawold said, the 
athletes can’t compete, and the com-
petition will be put on hold. Dawold 
said it would take all of the Mountain’s 
eight Snowcats working for 12 hours 
to put the course back together. 

“But if there’s one thing these guys 
do have, it’s experience!” said Burke. 

“We have a lot of pride in our pro-
gram and what we can accomplish,” 
added Dawold. 

As if on cue, in strolled skier Nick 
Goepper (Goepper finished second 
behind Gus Kenworthy in the men’s 
Freeski Slopestyle event at Snowmass 
on Sunday, January 14), and shook 
Dawold’s hand, complimenting the 
course. Goepper is the only American 
Slopestyle competitor that has held 
two podiums thus far in the competi-
tion, so it’s likely he’ll be headed to 
PyeongChang in February. Snow-
boarders Chloe Kim and Shaun White 
(who achieved a score of 100 at the 
Halfpipe in Snowmass) have already 
locked in their spots on the Olympic 
team, but both athletes will still be 
competing at Mammoth’s Grand Prix.  

“The course will be open after the 
Grand Prix for local shredders,” said 
Dawold. “And the U.S. team might 

stick around and train for a while 
before they go to Korea.” 

He reminded riders that the offer-
ings in the other parks are still open 
while the Grand Prix is happening. 
“We do put a lot of effort into the 
Grand Prix, but we also put a lot of 
effort into our public offering,” said 
Dawold. “The jumps in Main Park are 
just as good all season as they are for 
the Grand Prix.” 

The main event will take place at 
Main Lodge, with contests in Main 
Park below the chair line of Unbound 
Express (Chair 6). The vendor village 
will be at the base of the competition 
venue, off the Main Lodge sundeck, 
between Broadway Express (Chair 1) 
and Unbound Express.

Burke says that some of Mammoth’s 
properties have been sold out for at 
least a month, and to expect a crowd. 
“We always encourage people to take 
public transportation wherever they 
can,” said Burke. “It’ll make everyone’s 
lives easier.” The free Eastern Sierra 
Transit Authority (ESTA) Red Line bus 
travels to Main Lodge from The Village 
(stop #18 across from Sushi Rei) and 
can be accessed from other ESTA lines 
in town (visit www.estransit.com for 
information on routes). Free parking 
is available along Minaret Road be-
tween The Mill and Main Lodge, with 
shuttles operating every 10 minutes. 

Visit www.mammothmountain.com 
for a full schedule of this weekend’s 
events. 

U.S. Olympic Freeski Team hopeful Ryan 
Goepper (center) with MMSA Public Re-
lations Manager Lauren Burke (left) and 
TJ Dawold, Director of Unbound Terrain 
Parks (right) on Tuesday, January 16.

PHOTO: PETER MORNING

L-R: Sierra Bowman, Abigale Hansen and Carly Marguiles on January 17. 
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When Dr. Arlene Blum first set 
her mind to summitting the 
26,200-foot monolith An-

napurna I in 1972, an all-female team 
had never climbed that high. 

Of the world’s 14 peaks with sum-
mits higher than 8,000 meters above 
sea level, none had been summitted 
by women. So when Blum, who was a 
seasoned mountaineer by her mid-20s, 
set out to make the first ascent of an 
8,000 meter-plus peak by an American 
woman, she was challenging the status 
quo, even in America’s counter-cul-
ture-loving climbing community.

Annapurna I has the highest mor-
tality rate of any peak in the world. It 
was the first peak higher than 8,000 
meters to be summitted by humans. To 
date, 60 people have died climbing it, 
and only 157 people have successfully 
summitted. In the early ‘70s, it had 
only been climbed by eight people.

When asked why she chose Anna-
purna I, Dr. Blum said simply, “I knew 
women could climb high mountains, 
but at the time, people didn’t seem to 
think they could.” So she chose the 
most challenging peak she could find 
as a test piece. 

Blum recruited 12 of the strongest 
female mountaineers she could find 
to join her. Blum chose to ascend the 
Dutch Rib, a knife’s-edge ridge of ice 
that had only been climbed for the fist 
time a year before, in 1977. In the year 
leading up to the trip, the 12 women, 
who ranged in age from their early 20s 
to 50, fundraised the $80,000 necessary 
to finance the climb by selling t-shirts 
that read, “A Woman’s Place is On Top.” 
Despite suffering some terrible pick-
up lines and one-liners from their male 
peers, they made it to the Himalaya.

The American Women’s Himalayan 
Expedition was not universally popular 
with the rest of the climbing communi-
ty. “At the time, we had trouble getting 
our permit approved by the American 
Alpine Club. There was a general at-
titude of pseudo-protectiveness that 
created obstacles for us. It was like, if 
a woman dies in the mountains, she’s 
trying to prove something,” said Dr. 
Blum this week. 

By 1978, when the American Wom-
en’s Himalayan Expedition set out to 
climb Annapurna I, Blum had proven 
herself as a leader during the first 
all-female ascent of Denali (which 
included a successful all-female rescue 
of their unconscious designated trip 
leader from the summit). She’d also 
been part of the second American 
ascent of Mount Everest, and climbed 
the 23,000-foot Himalayan peak Trisul. 
She’d been climbing in Yosemite Valley 
since the ‘60s. She was no novice, and 
neither were her teammates. 

She was also no newcomer to the 
good old boys club. By 1978, Blum had 
already earned her PhD in Biophysi-
cal Chemistry from U.C. Berkeley and 
MIT. After being admitted to Harvard, 
she was told she would not be allowed 
to join the Harvard Mountaineering 
Club because of her gender, despite 
being an experienced climber. When 
she subsequently enrolled at MIT, she 
was the only woman pursuing a gradu-
ate degree in mathematics, chemistry, 
engineering, or physics. 

She pushed on to Annapurna. She 

opted for a democratic style of lead-
ership, and the women all swapped 
leads on the climb. Her team spent 32 
days on the mountain, and when it 
came time to summit, Blum elected to 
send the most effective leaders in two 
groups to push for the summit. She did 
not include herself in either.

After Vera Komarkova, Irene Miller, 
Chewang Rinjing Sherpa, and Min-
gma Tshering Sherpa returned from 
the summit to the highest base camp, 
climbers Alison Chadwick-Onyszkie-
wicz and Vera Watson endeavored to 
summit without the company of male 
Sherpas, to claim the first female-only 
ascent of the peak. The two climbers 
perished in their endeavor under un-
known circumstances, though Chad-
wick-Onyszkiewicz was experienced 
at leading at such altitudes without 
supplemental oxygen. 

Upon their return, members of the 
climbing community were critical of 
the all-female expedition. In 1981, 
Outside Magazine’s David Roberts 
published an article critiquing aspects 
of the climb, titled, “Has Women’s 
Climbing Failed?” with an internal 
headline that read, “Why has the 
course of women’s mountaineering led 
to tragedy?”

In 2017, Outdoor Magazine reported 
that National Geographic received a 
letter in 1979 signed with the name 
Melinda Sanders, asking the publica-
tion not to publish Blum’s story about 
the climb. Sanders later said that the 
letter was written by her then-boy-
friend, the renowned, Bishop-based 
mountaineer and photographer Galen 
Rowell.

 Expedition member Margi Rusmore 
told Outside Magazine in April 2017, “I 
think the response that our expedition 
got generally reflected changes going 
on in how we as a culture viewed wom-
en… If this had been a men’s climb, 
they would have been saying it was 
fine. But women aren’t allowed to get 
killed.” Some members of the Ameri-
can climbing community questioned 
the legitimacy of Blum’s claim to an 
all-female ascent because the team 
had employed male Sherpas, though 
that criticism had never been levied at 
claims made by male teams claiming 
other first American ascents.

When asked how the all-female An-
napurna I expedition differed from her 
experiences climbing massive moun-
tains with men, Dr. Blum said, “There 
was a real sense of discovering what we 
were capable of. It felt like the grown-
ups weren’t there. We were the kids on 
our own, and it was a real adventure.” 

Dr. Blum no longer climbs “danger-
ous peaks,” (she does not include 
free-climbing in this category) and 
hasn’t since she became a mother in 
1978. She hadn’t anticipated giving 
up big Everest-style expeditions, but 
found that, “being a mom was way fun 
and interesting, and I didn’t miss it.” 
She did, however, carry her daughter 
the length of the Alps and continued 
to climb in California. She cited Mount 
Humphreys, all of the Minarets, North 
Palisade, the Evolution Range, and the 
East Face of Mount Whitney as favorite 

climbs in the Eastern Sierra, though 
she said, “I love all of the mountains I 
climb.” 

In the last ten years, Dr. Blum has re-
turned to her career as a scientist. She 
is the founder and Executive Direc-
tor of Green Science Policy Institute, 
a non-profit that conducts scientific 
research to support laws that protect 
people from exposure to harmful 
chemicals, namely flame retardants. 

In 1977 (while plotting her Annapur-
na I ascent), Dr. Blum published a re-
port that a flame retardant in children’s 
pajamas called “brominated Tris” 
caused cancer. Three months later, 
it was banned from pajamas. Similar 
substances have since become popu-
lar in water-repellent clothing, home 
insulation, furniture, and nonstick 
cookware, with few requirements that 
their presence be denoted in product 
labels. 

Dr. Blum is also the author of “An-
napurna: A Woman’s Place” (1980), 
and “Breaking Trail: A Climbing Life” 
(2005). Join the Eastern Sierra Interpre-
tive Association for a dinner with and 
presentation by Dr. Blum at The Bistro 
at Snowcreek in Mammoth at 6 p.m. 
on Saturday, January 20. Tickets are 
$70 and are available at www.esiaon-
line.org. All proceeds benefit ESIA.

Dr. Arlene Blum talks big mountain ascents, tragedy, and toxic molecules in Mammoth Lakes
A WOMAN’S PLACE IS ON TOP
By Giles

The American Women’s Himalayan Expedition at the team’s base camp below Anna-
purna I, in the Himalaya. Arlene Blum is pictured at the bottom right of the photo. 

PHOTOS COURTESY ARLENE BLUM

Blum rappells on Annapurna I in 1978.

Blum in 1970 as a member of “The Denali 
Damsels,” the first all-woman team to 
summit the peak.

A member of the Expedition leads the 
Dutch Rib, a snowy, cornice-ridden, ice 
arrete on Annapurna I.

Filmmaker Dyanna Taylor, Margi Rus-
more and Christy Tews goof off in their 
long johns while filming the team’s ascent.
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Mammoth Hospital 
is Hiring!

We are currently hiring several nursing 
positions, an HIS Analyst, accounting 

and housekeeping positions, and more!

Check out our many open positions on 
our employment page at 

www.mammothhospital.org/employment

and see why our last employee 
satisfactionsurvey scored in the 90th 

percentile of hospitals!

Elevate Your Health

Meticulous Care
Memorable People
Majestic Location

We’re Social. Come Visit.

• Nursing & Clinical Lab Scientist sign-on 
and relocation bonus available!

Benefits • Year-Round Stability 

• Paid Time Off

By Bodine

Above: One of John Hamilton’s surrealist landscapes. Top Right: John Hamilton, unof-
ficial caretaker of the Darwin Mines. Bottom Right: “Desert Sand Storm at Tea Kettle 
Junction” by Judyth Greenburgh was nominated for an International Color Award. 

DECIPHERING DARWOONISH

Maybe they’ve been out in the 
sun too long, or maybe it’s 
the freedom that comes with 

living far from civilization, but the art 
coming out of the eastern edges of 
Inyo County is reflective of the vast 
expanse its artists gaze into every day 
and night. Artists from Darwin will be 
bringing their wares and intentionally 
broken words to the Tecopa Artists 
Gallery in Tecopa, home of the Tecopa 
Hot Springs, from January 20 until 
March 31.

According to the 2010 Census, the 
population of Darwin is 43. Founded 
in 1874, Darwin is the former home 
of the Defiance mines, of which there 
were once 60 in operation. It once 
boasted a population of 3,500 people, 
and was known as a rough town, where 
fights, stabbings and murders were 
rampant. The last mine closed in 1945, 
and some intrepid residents have been 
hanging on ever since. Many have 
taken to creating exotic desert artwork.

At the Tecopa Artists Gallery exhibit, 
art emissaries from Darwin including 
self-professed kaleidoscope junkie 
Judyth Greenburgh, inter-and-outer-
scape oil painter John Hamilton, and 
wordsmith Kathy Goss.

Darwoon Dyreez is not a typo. Goss 
told The Sheet the book is a collection 
of stories “Based on 20 years of staring 
out the window from behind the cur-
tains in Darwin.” The language in the 
book is in the local phonetic dialect 
and features an abundance of puns 
and plays on words. It’s the language of 
the desert rat, filled with the bad spell-
ing endemic to Darwin, Goss said. She 
referenced a neighbor who grew up in 
Darwin and graduated from Lone Pine 
High School. She said his Facebook 
page is filled with beautiful photos, but 
every caption boasts egregious spelling 
and grammatical mistakes—the true 
Darwoonish language.

In 1997, Goss was exploring the des-
erts near Darwin as a visitor. While she 
was out of town, her housemate in San 
Francisco brought home a date from a 
bar. That night, the date murdered her 
housemate, “and really messed up my 
living arrangement.” Goss has been in 
Darwin ever since.

Hamilton could not be reached for 
an interview. He has been the care-
taker at the Darwin mines for many 
years. His paintings, according to 
Greenburgh, are landscapes with a 
bi-lateral symmetry. His later works are 
surrealist. 

“He is the most committed artist I 
know,” Greenburgh said. Living 40.8 
miles from Lone Pine, the closest town, 
is pretty committing.

Greenburgh, a commercial artist by 
trade, has been working with kalei-
doscope art for more than a year, in 
addition to creating photography and 
rusted can art. She recently became a 
member of the Kaleidoscope Society, a 
nationwide organization.

She said she’s always liked repeti-

Artists from the wilds of Inyo County gather for a show in Tecopa

tive patterns. She said kaleidoscopes 
are “infinite with a point of reference.” 
Creating them requires a leveling of 
the left and right halves of the brain, 
she said.

Greenburgh said that the towns of 
Tecopa and Darwin are kindred spirits, 
as it takes a certain kind of person to 
live in the desert without reliable in-
ternet service or cell phone reception, 
among other things. 

Most of the Inyo County outliers 
have an affinity for vast expanses, wide 
vistas and a flat horizon. Many Darwin 
residents had previously lived near the 
ocean; another inspirational sweep. 

The show starts Saturday, January 
20 and runs through March 31 at the 
Tecopa Artists Gallery, 860 Tecopa 
Hot Springs Road, Tecopa. The open-
ing reception will be January 20 from 
1 to 4 p.m. Greenburgh will offer a 
kaleidoscope workshop from 10 a.m. 
to noon and Goss will offer readings 
of Darwoon Dyreez from 2 to 4 p.m. 
on Sunday, February 18. Reservations 
are required for the kaleidoscope 
workshop. Call 760.852.4420 for more 
information about the event, or go to 
Tecopaotsprings.org. Tecopa is located 
on Highway 127, halfway between 
Baker and Death Valley Junction.

ARTS

PHOTOS :JUDYTH GREENBURGH
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calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC
Happy Hour/
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill, 
Pursuit of Happiness Hour, 3-6 p.m. 
$1 off draft beers, $2 off wine, $4 well 
drinks, $2 off specialty drinks. $5 
Flatbread. See ad, p. 7.
Outlaw Saloon: -Happy Hour 
Monday: All Night Happy Hour; 
4-Midnight,Tues-Fri 4-6 p.m. 
Tuesday: $2 Tacos 4-10 p.m.;
6-9 p.m. Wing Wednesday 50% off 
all wings. Thursday: Burger & Beer 
special 4-9 p.m. See ad, p. 9.
Sunday ticket NFL Outlaw opens 
early at 10 a.m. with breakfast 
burritos, Bloody Marys and mimosas.
Roberto’s 4-6 p.m. every day. 
Austria Hof 5-8 p.m. daily. See ad, p. 
11.
Whitebark Restaurant Bar & Lounge 
Unwind with daily drink and food 
specials 4-6 p.m. Half price sushi 
Mondays. 
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour 4:30-7 
p.m. daily and all day Sunday. $5 
dollar menu items, drink specials. See 
ad, p. 3.
Petra’s Bistro Happy Hour, 5-6 p.m. 
every day. See ad, p. 3. 
Mammoth’s famous Slocums Happy 
Hour Mon. thru Fri 4-6; Saturdays 
4-5. Closed Sun. See ad, p. 5. 
Happy Hour @ The Bistro at 
Snowcreek, 4:30-6:30 p.m. daily.
Mammoth Tavern Happy Hour 
Tuesday-Sunday 3:30-5:30 p.m. 
Closed Mondays.
Smokeyard weekend Happy Hour 4-6 
p.m. in the bar only.
Side Door Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m. 
Giovanni’s Happy Hour, daily 4-6 
p.m. Large pizza and a pitcher of beer 
gets you free wings.
Lakanuki Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m., 
$4.50 margaritas, Mai Tais. Happy 
Hour drink specials 10 p.m.-close.
Black Velvet Coffee’s Happy Hour, 
from 4-6 p.m. every day.
Morrison’s Happy Hour Daily
4-6 p.m. 
 
Friday, January 19/
Open Mic Mash-Up @ Black Velvet 
Coffee Roasters, Bishop. 6:30-8:30 
p.m.   

Saturday, January 20/
Rebel Shakedown @ Rafters. 
California Reggae. 10 p.m Free. 21 +. 
Chris Murphy and the Bracken Band 
Live at Inyo Council for the Arts. 
Original and traditional Irish music 
on guitar and violin. 7-8 p.m. at ICA. 
Tickets: $15 at ICA.

Sunday, January 21/
Some Assembly Required plays Black 
Doubt Brewing. 7 p.m. Free. 
Sunday NFL Specials at Outlaw 
Saloon. Jaguars v.s. Patriots at 12:05 
p.m., Vikings vs. Eagles at 3:40 p.m. 
See ad, p. 9.

Monday, January 22/
Bowling ‘n Beats @ Mammoth Rock ‘n 
Bowl. 9 p.m. $3 games with costume. 
Open Mic night @ Black Doubt 
Brewery. 6 p.m. 

Tuesday, January 23/
Karaoke @ Rafters with DJ CDS, 10 
p.m. Free, 21 & up.
Trivia @ Mammoth Brewing Co. 
Starts 7 p.m.

Wednesday, January 24/
Trivia Night at Mountain Rambler 
Brewery. Starts 8:15 p.m.

January 19-31/
Calico Quilters Art Show at the 
Mammoth Lakes Library. 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Purchase proceeds sup-
port Friends of the Mammoth Lakes 
Library.

January 19-March 31/
Wilderness Photography by Eastern 
Sierra artist Londie Padelsky. 12-5 
p.m. Wednesday-Monday at the Mono 
Arts Council Gallery, Minaret Mall, 
Mammoth Lakes.

January 19-21/
U.S. Snowboard & Freeski Grand 
Prix @ Mammoth. Athletes compete 
for their spot on Team USA at Py-
eongChang 2018. 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 
each day in Unbound Park at Main 
Lodge. Associated events like auto-
graph signing and concert. Check 
mammothmountain.com for full 
schedule. See ad, page 2 and story, 
front page.

January 19-20/
Inyo Associates Meeting in Death 
Valley. Join community leaders for 
networking and discussion. 5:30 p.m. 
social hour, 6:30 p.m. dinner. 

Friday, January 19/
USFA National Ice Skating Month: 
Free Fridays. Free “first timer” skate 
assist sessions on Friday nights. 
Times: 4 p.m., 4:30, 5, 5:30, 6 & 6:30. 7 
+, walk-ins welcome. Sessions are 20 
minutes. See ad, p. 3. 
Snacks and Science Fridays at the 
Mammoth Lakes Library. Make 
stress balls with different fillers. 1 
p.m. Ages 4 & up.

Saturday, January 20/
Eastern Sierra Women’s March (sec-
ond annual). Event open to every-
one, kicks off 9 a.m. in Bishop City 
Park. Booths in park after march. Info 
about booths: jmtiede@icloud.com, 
to volunteer: jessica.ary@gmail.com.  
See story, p. 4. 
Alabama Hills Film History Tour. 
Meet at the Eastern Sierra Interagency 
Visitor Center, Lone Pine, at 10 a.m. 
Tour goes until 12 p.m.
Murder Mystery Dinner Play. Help 
solve the murder of Roberto Clappini. 
Tix: $30. Pre-sale tickets available at 
Elks Lodge office, Bishop. Tickets also 
available day-of. Proceeds benefit 
Elks Lodge and local charities. 5 p.m.
Adventure Series Dinner with Arlene 
Blum. Fundraiser dinner hosted by 
the Eastern Sierra Interpretive Asso-
ciation at the Bistro at Snowcreek Ath-
letic Club with special guest Arlene 
Blum. Dinner starts at 6 p.m. Tickets: 
$70. Info: lia@esiaonline.org. See ad, 
page 4, story page 12.
Woolly’s Saturday Parade in The 
Village at Mammoth. 3:45-4:30 p.m. 
Music, face painting begins at 3:45 
p.m., parade begins at 4 p.m.

Sunday, January 21/
Sierra Club Ski, Snowshoe, or Hike 
Adventure (depending on condi-
tions). Meet at Union Bank parking 
lot in Mammoth at 10 a.m. Info: Ann 
at 760.934.9271.
Math Counts Winter Warm-Ups. 9 
a.m. to noon at Bridgeport Elemen-
tary School. See sidebar, next page.
Quarteto Neuvo Concert. 3-5 p.m. at 
the Bishop High School Auditorium. 
Call Community Printing for tickets: 
760.873.3049 or buy them at the door. 
See sidebar next page.

Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

LIQUOR = LEGAL AND FUN
LICK HER AT YOUR OWN RISK

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

• Chicken & Beef Teriyaki
• Tempura • Tonkatsu • Sukiyaki
• Calamari • Sushi
• Full Service Cocktail Bar
   & Lounge

760-872-4801
Open at 5 p.m.

635 N. Main St. 
Bishop

25 years of experience

         japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar

TOWN STUFF
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calendar of events
Quarteto Nuevo Concert

This is the third concert in Bishop 
Community Concerts Association’s 
70th season series in Bishop. Quarteto 
Nuevo merges western classical, 
Eastern European folk, Latin, and 
Jazz.  

Winners of the Beverly Hills 
National Auditions, Quarteto’s master 
musicians create emotionally charged 
soundscapes with instruments 
and sensibilities that represent 
very different world cultures. Their 
unique instrumentation—soprano 
saxophone/alto flute (Damon Zick), 
cello (Jacob Szekely), guitar (Kenton 
Youngstrom) and hand percussion 
(Felipe Fraga)—colors their wide-
ranging repertoire, from Heitor 
Villa-Lobos’ “Bachianas Brasileiras” 
and Chick Corea’s “Children’s Song 
No. 6” to Traditional Macedonian 
“Gadjarsko” and original works 
“Hector, Desmond and Titus”, Song” 
and “Dizer O Que”. For tickets to the 
show on Sunday, January 21, call 
Community Printing at 760.873.3049.  

Full moon snowshoe

Enjoy the magical light of the full 
moon on this guided snowshoe 
tour. Depart the Tamarack Lodge 
Ski Center at 7 p.m. for a 1.5 hour 
after-dark excursion, then gather for 
fireside refreshments inside Tamarack 
Lodge. The Tour is $59 and snowshoe 
rentals are included. Space is limited, 
call 800.MAMMOTH to make your 
reservation. Tours are available 
January 29-30, and February 27-28. 
See ad, page 7. 

Mammoth Lakes curling league

Join the Mammoth Lakes inaugural 
Adult Curling League. This is a coed 
league. Each team must consist of at 
least four members, but may have an 
unlimited number of substitutes. 

All adult participants must fill 
out an Adult Participation Waiver. 
Team managers will be responsible 
for completing a team roster and 
ensuring team participants have 
completed a waiver prior to play 
beginning. League play will be 
on Sunday evenings from 7 to 9 
p.m., from January 7, 2018 through 
February 11, 2018. Online registration 
is by team, not per person. 

Cost is $95 per team. Call 
760.965.3699 to join the waitlist. 

Hike the Alabama Hills

The Bureau of Land Management 
Bishop Field Office, Alabama Hills 
Stewardship Group and Eastern 
Sierra Interpretive Association will be 
hosting two-hour guided hikes. “The 
Alabama Hills under our Feet” hike 
will be held on Sunday, January 14. 
Hear geological and cultural tales on 
several short walks.

“These Alabama Hills are Alive” 
hike will be held January 27. Discover 
native flora and fauna.

 For info, contact BLM Bishop 
Field Office Alabama Hills Steward 
Dave Kirk at dmkirk@blm.gov, or call 
the Eastern Sierra Visitor Center at 
760.876.6222.

TOWN STUFF UPCOMING 
Sunday, January 21 (cont’d)/
Buttermilk Stewardship Project with 
Touchstone Climbing and Friends 
of the Inyo. Join us at the Buttermilk 
Boulders for a climbing stewardship 
at 9 a.m. 
Inaugural night of the Town of Mam-
moth Lakes Adult Curling League. 
7-10 p.m. at the ice rink at 416 Sierra 
Park Road. See sidebar.

Monday, January 22/
Mammoth Voices series No. 4. Lois 
Klein (MUSD) and Deanna Campbell 
(Cerro Coso) speak on local educa-
tion. 7-9 p.m. @ The Fort (Sierra 
Center Mall). 
Mammoth Lakes Recreation Budget 
Allocations Workshop: Special Bud-
get Sheet Overview. 5-7 p.m. @ MLR 
Conference Room, 2520 Main Street. 
Special Town Council meeting. Topic: 
Acquisition of easement for Minaret 
Sidewalk Project. 4 p.m. in Suite Z. 

Tuesday, January 23/
Business After Hours with the Mam-
moth Lakes Chamber of Commerce. 
5-7 p.m. @ Mammoth Coffee Roasting 
Company, 549 Old Mammoth Rd. Free 
for members, $10 for non-members.
Free Avalanche Awareness night 
with the Eastern Sierra Avalanche 
Center @ Mountain Rambler Brewery, 
Bishop.Doors open at 6 p.m., show 
starts at 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, January 24/
An introduction to Microsoft Excel 
with Mono County Adult Education. 
5:30-7 p.m. at the Mono County Pub-
lic Library. This course will be an intro 
to spreadsheets. Free. 
Storytime at the Mammoth Lakes 
Library. 10:30-11:30 a.m. All ages 
welcome. Free. 

AT THE MOVIES

Minaret Cinemas                   

The Post (PG 13): Meryl Streep stars in this political thriller directed and pro-
duced by Steven Spielberg which follows the Washington Post’s race to expose 
a massive government cover-up. 

The Greatest Showman (PG): Original musical which tells the story of P.T. Bar-
num and the birth of show business.  

For movie times, call 760.934.3131 or visit mammothlakesmovies.com. 

Thursday, January 25/
ESIA Adventure Lecture Series: Tom 
Painter. Join ESIA for a lecture by Dr. 
Thomas Painter, a NASA snow hydrol-
ogist for his talk: “The new era in un-
derstanding mountain snowpack and 
water resources.” Tix: $10 for adults, 
$5 for kids. Doors @ 6 p.m., talk @ 7 
p.m. Info/Tix: esiaonline.com.
Community Coffee with Mammoth 
Lakes Tourism. 8-10 a.m. at Stellar 
Brew. Free coffee, talk about tourism 
and marketing with MLT employees.

Friday, January 26/
Deadline for submission to Mono 
Arts Council’s Alumni Show (Febru-
ary 16-May 13). Email to kristin@
monoarts.org. Info: 760.914.2731. 

January 27-28/
Mammoth Unbound Series. Quali-
fying Competition for the USASA 
National Championships and U.S. 
Revolution Tour. Halfpipe #1 & #2 
Saturday 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m., and Half-
pipe #3 competition 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Sunday. See sidebar.

Saturday, January 27/
Free kid’s dance class @ FlowMotion 
Pilates in Bishop. 1-4 p.m. 168 W. Line 
St. Info: flowmotionpilates.com. 
“These Alabama Hills are Alive” 
hike. Two hour guided hike. Begins 
10 a.m. at the Eastern Sierra Visitor 
Center (intersection of Highway 395 
and State Route 136, Lone Pine). Info: 
dmkirk@blm.gov or 760.876.6222.
Celebration of Life for John Foy. 7 
p.m. at Eagle Lodge. 

Sunday, January 28/
Big Pine Swap and Meet. Hosted by 
the Big Pine Native American Student 
Associates. 7 a.m.- 4 p.m. @ 1050 
Richards Street, Big Pine. Raffle. Info: 
Sage Romero, 760.938.2870.

Mammoth Unbound Series

Step up your on–hill game with 
a friendly competition or enter for 
a change to qualify for the USASA 
National Championships and U.S. 
Revolution Tour. Open to all ages and 
skill levels, each event will features a 
medal ceremony and a chance to win 
tons of sweet stuff.

Competitors must have a USASA 
membership. Sign up for a USASA 
membership and select the Unbound 
Series as your home series. 

Bib collection is from 7:30-8:30 
a.m. on the day of competition 
in the Mammoth Mountain Ski & 
Snowboard Team Headquarters 
located slopeside at the bottom of 
Chair 1. Competitors should register 
in advance online. 

Entry is $45 per event + lift ticket. 
For info/ registration, contact Ben 
Wisner at 760.934.2571 ext. 3144, or 
bwisner@mammothresorts.com.

Medication disposal 

Inyo County Addiction Task Force 
is now offering free envelopes for 
people to dispose of unwanted 
medications.  Anna Scott, Inyo 
County Health and Human Services 
(HHS) Deputy Director of Public 
Health said the County typically offers 
a drop off location for medications 
but once a year. 

Envelope locations will be revealed 
next month, Scott said. 

The Task Force consists of HHS, 
Inyo County Probation, Superior 
Court, Northern Inyo Hospital, 
Toiyabe Indian Health Project 
and Alpine Center Counseling 
and Recovery.

Monthly open mic at Liberty Bar

Enjoy house lights and sound for 
a monthly open mic at Liberty Bar. 
The first open mic will run on January 
29, from 9 p.m. to midnight. All 
instruments are welcome, and Liberty 
Bar will offer happy hour prices all 
night to participants. Hosted by 
Vincenzo Amato and Acoustic as Folk. 
Participation is free. See ad, page 7. 

Math Counts in Mono County 

The Mono County Office of 
Education is facilitating a countywide 
6-8 grade Math Counts “Winter 
Warm-Ups” Competition. All schools 
in the county (Eastern Sierra Unified, 
Mammoth Unified and Mono County 
Office of Education) have been 
invited to participate. The event will 
be held at the Bridgeport Elementary 
School on Saturday, January 20. The 
“Winter Warm Ups” competition will 
begin at 9:00 a.m. and is expected to 
run until about noon. 

This event is open to the public.                                                                            
 If you have any questions, please 

contact Tammy Nguyen or Debbie 
Schnadt at the Mono County Office of 
Education at 760.934.0031.



Help Wanted Help Wanted

Sierra Employment Services, Inc. is hir-
ing for the following positions:

Carpenters M $29-$35
Machine Operator B $11
Photographer M $15-$18
Front Desk M/B $11-$13
Housekeepers M $14-$17

General Laborers M  $11-$16
Housekeeping Supervisor M $15

Apprentice Carpenters M  $15-$20

 Call 760.924.0523 or 760.873.8599
See our full job list online 

www.SierraEmployment.com
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Housekeepers  ($11)
Cooks
Dishwashers
Maintenance Worker

Please complete an application at 
164 Old Mammoth Rd.
or e-mail pl@thelandingtahoe.com

Help Wanted

   Mammoth Rock & Bowl/Mammoth 
Rock Brasserie has the following posi-
tions available. Bowling Desk Employees, 
Server, Bartender, Brasserie Hostess. 
Contact Kevin O’Connell 760.934.4200 
ext.223, or Ann Ward ext. 221

For Hire
Bookkeeping Services Available. Let me 

keep your books up-to-date and in order 
while you focus on your business or travel 
the world!  Experienced in Quickbooks, 
Microsoft Office, Dropbox, Google Docs.  
Great references available. 805.540.0902. 
Z-Z-ZIPPERS! Quality work, speedy service. 
Sportswear, parkas, pants, packs & duffels. 
Hems, too! Call 760.873.4499.

For Rent

Holiday Haus Motel and Hostel Now 
Hiring for year round permanent posi-
tion for a Front Desk Person. Excellent 
pay DOE.Please contact Todd Roberts 
at 760.934.2414 or stop by and see us in 
person at 3905 Main Street in Mammoth 
Lakes. 

Mammoth Hospital is looking for an 
HR Assistant/Generalist! Check out our 
website to apply.   

Office/Customer Service Represen-
tative. Part-Time position is available 
with Insurance Scouts, LLC.  Insurance 
or prior office service experience desired 
but not necessary starting pay $16-18 hr. 
Applicant must be comfortable working 
with technology platforms and interact-
ing with Agency Client’s in a confidential 
manner.  Applicant must have a pleasant 
and positive attitude towards complet-
ing daily tasks and projects. Application 
and Job Description can be requested by 
emailing:  brian@insscouts.com.

Wanted Administrative Assistant for 
Our Resort We need someone to join our 
team and assist our manager with guest 
services, operations and some market-
ing. This full time permanent position is 
available immediately. Duties would be 
to assist the manager with the day to day 
operations including but not limited to: 
reservations, customer service, front desk, 
housekeeping supervisory duties (pre and 
post checks and assisting when needed), 
assisting with guest arrivals/departures 
and regular relief of manager on manag-
er’s days off. Also assisting with marketing 
and social media. 
Experience Required: Customer service a 
must, lodging or hospitality background 
preferred, but not required. Must be will-
ing to have a flexible schedule and take on 
special projects as needed. Training will 
be provided.  
   Debbie & Mike Crowe
   Mammoth Mountain Chalets
   800.327.3681 Ext 0 (CA)
   760.934.8518 Ext 0
   Reservations@MMChalets.com 

    IT Support Technician wanted for 
Mono County Office of Education in 
Mammoth Lakes. $3843.00 – $4911.00 
monthly. For more details and application 
log onto www.edjoin.org 
   Substitute Bus Drivers wanted for 
Eastern Sierra Unified School locations: 
Benton, Lee Vining/June Lake, Bridgeport 
and Coleville. Certification and training 
will be paid for licensing by the employer. 
$17.76 per hour starting
For more details and application call Rhea 
Kerby or Dyanna Hernandez at 760-932-
7311. For more details and application log 
onto www.edjoin.org

   Temporary Snow Removal Operators
The Town of Mammoth Lakes is looking 
for Temp Snow Removal Operators for the 
2017/18 winter season. $22.92 - $26.53/
hr. Commercial license required. Full-
time hours, opportunity to work day 
or night shifts and potential overtime. 
Secure a job for the winter and be part of 
a dedicated, hard-working road crew!

Work With The Best. Footloose Sports, 
nationally recognized as a top 60 retailer, 
is hiring for the upcoming season. We are 
seeking a staff who work as hard as they 
play. We’re looking for responsible individ-
uals, passionate about winter sports, and 
motivated to provide the best in customer 
service. We have full and part-time posi-
tions open in our sales, rental,boot,and ski 
repair departments. We are offering great 
pay DOE, discounts and flexible hours, in 
progressive work enviroment. Call us at 
760.934.2400. Go to our website at www.
footloosesports.com or e-mail your re-
sume to footloose@footloosesports.com to 
schedule an interview.
   Immediate opening for Assistant Inn 
Manager. Mammoth Creek Inn is a 25 
room boutique hotel in Mammoth Lakes, 
CA. We are looking for a people-person 
with flexible daytime and evening hours. 
Responsibilities include: checking guests 
in and out, answering emails, answering 
phone calls, booking reservations, moni-
toring the reservation system, managing 
employees, and generally assisting the Inn 
Manager. and . Please email your resume 
to Leina’ala at lk@mammothcreekinn.
com or stop by 663 Old Mammoth Road.
  Norco 76 is hiring mini-mart cashier/
clerk. Apply in person.

               NO CLASS-IFIEDS

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Walker Properties 

Christopher, Lara Walker
254 Sierra Manor Road, P.O. Box 1904
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by a husband 
and wife. The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on January 
04,2018. This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Mono County on January 
04, 2018 .    
File Number 18-002
2018-0004 (1/13, 1/20, 1/27, 2/3)

   Mammoth Slopes Home , Room for 
rent W/private bathroom, Walk to Village 
& Shuttle Utilities Included W/D Inter-
net. Must be Dog Friendly, Non Smoker. 
$1100 per month. Available 11.15.17 
ww760.965.6715.   
   One bedroom/one bathroom custom 
home with washer/dryer, granite coun-
tertops, efficient propane wall heater, and 
fine woodworking throughout;  Spec-
tacular views of Mt. Tom and the Wheeler 
Crest;  $1,200/mo. includes electricity and 
water; First/last/cleaning deposit with 
one year lease; Non-smokers only, and we 
will consider pets;  References required;  
Contact Jeanne Oakeshott @ 760.387.2603. 
    2BR,1B Apartment for Rent Unfur-
nished washer/dryer hook-up, no garage. 
$1500.00,  Studio Loft $950.00 Both re-
quire 1 year lease, and local references.
Greg 760.937.7569. 
   SnowcreekResort – Large, Clean 
1BD/1BA Furnished  Condo with attrac-
tive/comfortable mountain décor.  End 
unit, first floor, interior W/D.  Custom 
features including built-in desk alcove.  
Jacuzzi/sauna and Mammoth Meadow/
Creek steps away.  Includes basic cable 
TV, snow removal.  No smoke, no pets.  
$1350/mo, first & last required.  Photos 
available 808.870.2000 or 808.283.9428

Full time Maids Needed.Vacation rent-
al company, Experience required, Must 
have vehicle. Call Luis at 760.914.0768

The Austria Hof Lodge has a position  
open for a full or part-time front desk 
associate. Experience is preferred but 
not required. we are looking for someone 
who is motivated, reliable  and enjouys 
customer service. Please call 760.934.2764 
or stop by 92 Canyon Blvd. for an applica-
tion.  

Morrison’s Restaurant and Bar is 
looking to hire servers.*Must have prior 
serving experience. If interested please 
bring your resume in or email Rachel@
morrisonsrestaurantandbar.com  

   Great Basin Unified Air Pollution 
Control District AIR MONITORING 
TECHNICAL SPECIALIST Keeler Office 
(Full-Time, with benefits) Salary Range: 
$5,444-6,617/Month
Under general direction, oversees opera-
tion of the Owens Lake air monitoring 
network from site location, to design, 
permitting, installation and operation. 
Supervision of Air Monitoring Techni-
cian I and II personnel to assure meeting 
required data capture within require-
ments set by the EPA, State and District. 
Completes, assists, reviews, tracks and 
directs all aspects of air monitoring from 
field to final report presentation. Works 
directly with District management and 
other agency representatives to facilitate 
a smooth implementation of all air moni-
toring completed on and around Owens 
Lake.
    Education and Experience:
Completion of a Bachelor's degree from 
an accredited college or university in a 
physical science, engineering or envi-
ronmental field of interest and five years’ 
experience in a scientific position; or 
completion of eight or more years in the 
air monitoring field achieving at least 
two years at the Technical Air Monitoring 
II level position or any combination of 
education and experience that provides 
the required knowledge, skills and abili-
ties. Previous supervisory experience is 
desirable.
   For further information and job ap-
plication instructions and materials, visit  
http://www.gbuapcd.org/employment or 
gbuapcd.bamboohr.com/jobs.  Applica-
tion, resume, and cover letter must be 
received by 3 pm Wednesday January 31, 
2018.  Applicants selected for an interview 
MUST appear in person.

Help Wanted

Statement Of Abandonment
Of Use of Fictitious Business Name 

Statement:

               The Real Estate Book

The following persons have abandoned the 
use of the fictitious business name:

Fresh Horizons, Inc.
 C2176932
P.O. Box 1721
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by a  Corpora-
tion.The fictitious business name was filed 
in Mono County on October 25, 1999.
File Number 99-138.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on December 22, 
2017.          
2017-0249 (12/30, 1/6, 1/13, 1/20)

   High Country Lumber in Mammoth has 
a job opening for a full time Department 
Manager to manage large Paint and Decor 
Department. We are seeking an enthusias-
tic, professional individual with a strong 
background in retail sales and knowledge 
of House paint, Sundries, related tools, 
and interior finish products. 
High Country Lumber offers a competi-
tive hourly pay rate w/sales commissions 
+ health benefits and 401k for qualified 
full time employees. 
 Note: HCL also offers a car pool service 
for those who live in Bishop and work at 
our Mammoth Lakes location.
Please apply in person or Submit resume 
to:
   High Country Lumber
   Attn: Steven Joseph
   444 South Main Street 
   Bishop, Ca. 93514
   Accounts@highcountrylumber.com
   760.873.5874  

The Austria Hof Lodge has housekeep-
ing positions available. Full or part-time 
starting at $13.50 per hour. We are looking 
for motivated responsible people. Please 
call 760.934.2764 or stop by 92 Canyon 
Blvd. for an application.   

Part-time night audit position at 
Sierra Lodge. Must be available to work 
11 p.m.-7 a.m. shifts. Must have work ex-
perience demonstrating direct interaction 
with people. Previous hospitality experi-
ence not required. Starting hourly wages 
DOE. Deliver resume in person or pick 
up application at Sierra Lodge, 3540 Main 
Street, or send to info@sierralodge.com. 

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

                  Heart Space Healing

Dena Madison
625 Old Mammoth Road, P.O. Box 8372
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by an Individual 
The registrant has not yet begun to trans-
act business under the fictitious business 
name listed herein. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on December 22, 
2017     
File Number 17-259
2018-0001 (1/6, 1/13, 1/20, 1/27)
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 PUBLIC  NOTICES   

Visitors who come up 

here are dumbfounded 

when they find that we 

do not have adult use 

recreational [marijuana].

”

“

- Cleland Hoff

Sale of Abandoned Property

Sauser. 
Robert Calvert told Council that he 

had received an offer from a person 
who wished to sell him 800 pounds 
of marijuana. The seller was not 
licensed, and even if he were, Calvert 
can’t legally sell recreational mari-
juana, so he declined the offer.

“Where do you think that 800 
pounds is going?” asked Calvert. 

He also said that Mammoth Lakes 
Wellness is, “experiencing loitering,” 
for the first time ever—groups of 
people 21 and over waiting outside 
his business and 
“asking medicinal 
patients if they can 
buy cannabis for 
them. It’s gener-
ated by the lack of 
an ordinance in 
this town. We’re 
losing business we 
cannot get back.” 

“Visitors who 
come up here are 
dumbfounded 
when they find 
that we do not 
have adult use rec-
reational [marijua-
na],” said Mayor 
Pro Tem Cleland 
Hoff. “And they’re taking it out on the 
businesses.” 

Mammoth Lakes and Mono 
County are both considering putting 
a recreational marijuana tax on the 
June 5 ballot. However, Town Attor-
ney Andy Morris said that the State 
requires that the ballot language be 
submitted to the County, “no later 
than 88 days [before the election], 
and talking to County counsel, it’s 
going to be very tight. You have to [...
decide]what you want the tax to look 
like in February.” 

He said staff are considering a spe-
cial tax requiring 2/3 voter approval 
which could be “earmarked” for 
whatever the Town wants to use the 
tax to fund. Another option would 
be to “allow cannabis operators to 
pay something that looks like a tax,” 
but would in fact be a “contractual 
agreement at arms’ length between 
the city and the operator.” 

“I think we are stringing this out to 
ridiculous proportions,” said Hoff. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned 
intends to sell the personal property described below 
to enforce a lien imposed on said property pursuant 
to sections

21700-21716 of the Business & Professions Code, Sec-
tion 2328 of the UCC, Section
535 of the Penal Code and provisions of the Civil 
Code.

The undersigned will sell at Public Sale by competi-
tive bidding on Monday, the 22nd day of January, 
2018, at 5:00P.M., on the premises where said prop-
erty has been stored and which are located at Sure 
Save Self Storage, 58 Commerce Dr., Mammoth
Lakes, CA, County of Mono, State of California, the 
following:
• Dalton Cowden: 8+ Bags of stuff, Backpack, Snow-
board Boots & Helmet, 1 Box.
• Nicholas Cacioppo: 1 Wooden TV Tray, 1 Box—pos-
sible TV Wall Mount, 1
Small Suitcase, 1 TV Stand, 1 Plastic Storage Box, 2 
Boxes of Beverage Glasses,
1 Plastic Box, 1 Box—Misc., 1 Coleman Camp Stove.

Purchases must be paid for at the time of purchase 
in cash only. All purchased items sold as is, where is, 
and must be removed at the time of sale. 

Sale subject to cancellation in the event of settlement 
between owner and obligated party.

Dated this 10th and 17th day of January, 2018.
Gary Cramer, Auctioneer Bond # 2097622
760-934-4583 

TS #2018-0006

TS #2018-0007

CANNABIS 
continued from page 1

                       

Attention: 

Surplus Equipment Available 
Computers & Peripherals, Office Furniture, & 

Scientific Equipment

In accordance with District Rule 1101 Section 4.3, the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution 
Control District will be disposing of certain District materials, equipment and assets 
deemed to be surplus. Surplus items will be made available first to non-profit 
organizations, government agencies and schools at no charge. To see a complete list 
of items and the process for obtaining them, please visit our website at 
www.gbuapcd.org/surplus or call Susan Cash at (760) 872-8211 extension 230 no 
later than 5pm, January 25, 2018. 

Great Basin Unified APCD 
157 Short Street 

Bishop, CA 93514 
(760) 872-8211 

“As far as taxing, at this point I could 
care less whether we tax it or not. It 
comes down to [whether] we’re go-
ing to be the best alpine recreation 
resort in the country. People want 
this.” 

Calvert said that Mammoth was 
“missing the boat” and that custom-
ers hoping to buy commercial mari-
juana in Mammoth, “are not coming 
back…our image is being crushed 
and our businesses are bleeding.” 

For several minutes, a motion was 
on the table (put forth by Sauser and 

seconded by Hoff) 
to convert the 
medical businesses 
to commercial 
businesses in an 
expedited fashion, 
which Mayor John 
Wentworth called 
“reckless.” 

Morris said 
that repealing the 
moratorium on 
commercial sales 
was “a little bit 
scary” and pointed 
out that the State 
does allow 120-day 
temporary licenses 
for commercial 

sellers, “so they’re not permanently 
entitled to sell in the absence of any 
regulatory structure.” 

It was finally agreed that an ex-
tended workshop would be held on 
the date of the next Town Council 
meeting, February 7, to discuss the 
details of the issue in depth. 

This would also allow Council to 
review a packet prepared by HdL 
Companies, a cannabis consulting 
service, which will be given to Town 
staff on Monday, January 22. 

Town of Mammoth Lakes Assis-
tant Planner Nolan Bobroff told The 
Sheet that the Town “retained [HdL] 
specifically for writing the tax ballot 
measure resolution,” to appear on 
the June ballot. Their analysis is ex-
pected to include a proposed tax rate 
and anticipated revenue. 

At the January 16 Inyo County 
Board of Supervisors meeting, 
Supervisors heard the second 

and final reading of the commer-
cial cannabis regulations on land 
use, zoning, business licensing, and 
abatement ordinances. The four 
supervisors that voted in favor of the 
new regulations were First District 
Supervisor Dan Totheroh, Second 
District Supervisor Jeff Griffiths, 
Third District Supervisor Rick Pucci, 
and Fifth District Supervisor Matt 
Kingsley. Fourth District Supervisor 
Mark Tillemans recused himself from 
the meetings on commercial canna-
bis to avoid any potential conflict of 
interest over his stated interest in the 
industry. The new regulations will go 
into effect on February 15, 2018.

Over 20 meetings and workshops 
were held throughout Inyo County 
since the passing of Proposition 64 
in November of 2016. That Proposi-
tion resulted in the recreational use 
of cannabis for adults becoming le-
gal statewide on January 1, but many 
communities have placed their own 

moratoriums on its use. 
The Board’s regulations cover only 

unincorporated areas of Inyo County 
and not the City of Bishop, which has 
its own regulations which currently 
prohibits commercial cannabis ac-
tivity of any kind. The City of Bishop 
cannot prohibit medical marijuana 
or recreational marijuana use within 
the city limits, nor can it prohibit 
grows of up to six plants for personal 
use.

Before a business license for com-
mercial cannabis can be approved by 
the County, residents will have the 
opportunity to offer public com-
ment. Additionally, applicants must 
obtain a conditional use permit 
through the County Planning Com-
mission. Applicants must meet state 
regulations to obtain a state license, 
which must be renewed annually.

An expedited county abatement 
process was implemented to quickly 
address any “nuisance” complaints 
resulting from any commercial culti-
vation operation.

Commercial operations are 
banned in rural residential zon-
ing areas. Changes might later be 
needed to accommodate growers 
and businesses, especially in outly-
ing rural residential areas in the east-
ern parts of the county where some 
farmers have already been growing 
cannabis.

There will be 39 cultivation li-
censes available in District 5 alone. 
District 4 will offer only two cultiva-
tion licenses, and District 3 will offer 
no cannabis licenses of any kind. 
District 2 will offer two licenses for 
indoor cultivation, but none for out-
door cultivation, and District 1 will 
offer two cultivation licenses. 

Each Supervisor made the deci-
sion on the number of and types of 
licenses allowed within the licens-
ing zones created within their own 
supervisorial district.

For more information about 
the final regulations, call Inyo 
County Planning Department at 
760.878.0263.

Inyo County announces regulations and permitting for cannabis
REGULATED IN INYO
By James
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Capricorn: The Stars are saying this 
is the right time to speak a truth you 
need to say aloud. Clouds believes 
in you and will support you no mat-
ter what. Just try not to say anything 
that will do unnecessary damage or 
ruin your chances of make-up sex 
later. To help, heed the words of Gloria 
Steinem,  “The truth will set you free, 
but first it will piss you off.”
Aquarius:  There’s a theory that if peo-
ple would ground themselves more, 
we’d be healthier. Basically, it states 
that if we could just spend time touch-
ing the earth directly with our hands, 
feet or other parts, our bodies would 
naturally heal and thus be healthier. 
Since it’s a light snow year, try doing 
some grounding. As a reward, your 
new theme music will be supplied by 
the Red Hot Chili Peppers. “Where I go 
I just don’t know. I’ve got to, got to take 
it slow. When I find my piece of mind, 
I’m gonna give you some of my good 
time.”
Pisces:  You never know when, or 
from where, something great will hap-
pen in your life. Sure, we get hints, and 
faith is usually helpful, but you never 
know which way the wind will blow 
and if it will blow in something good. 
It may come in like a soft summer 
breeze or cold and harsh and dumping 
bucket-loads of snow. As Clouds’ old 
buddy Will E. said before he kicked the 
bucket, “Screw this! I’m going to kick 
that bucket.”
Aries: If you’re in need of some mo-
tivation during this odd winter we’re 

having, just do these three things: 
Remember that you’re an Aries and 
you’re meant to shine. Remember that 
blaming farts on the dog only works a 
few times. And always remember that 
it’s either “One Day,” or “Day One.” You 
get to decide.
Taurus: This much we know is true: 
The first to apologize is the bravest. 
The first to forgive is the strongest, 
and the first to 
forget may be 
senile. This much 
we’re not sure of: 
President Trump’s 
mental health, 
why someone 
can take the same 
situation you’re 
whining about 
and win with it, or 
why you’re so darn 
irresistible, even 
when you’re angry.
Gemini: To be a 
truly environmen-
tally responsible 
people we must 
embrace the idea that body heat is 
a precious resource during the cold 
winter months. Therefore, be sure to 
practice cuddling more often. If you’d 
like to turn the heat all the way up to 
canoodling, try this line,  “I would love 
to respect the hell out of you all night 
long.”
Cancer: It’s pretty tough to enjoy 
the next chapter of your life if you’re 
always re-reading the old one. This is 

By Clouds McCloud
HORRORSCOPES

the time to turn the page. Since big 
beards are in style, perhaps the best 
way to move forward, or just to get to 
the next level, is to listen to a little old 
school Bob Seger. Lyrics like, “There 
I go, turn the page.” Or better yet, “If 
you need some lovin’ and you need it 
right away, take a little time out.”
Leo: To help you get through cold and 
flu season, and to keep you making 

the most out of 
this blessed year, 
please find your 
new sources of 
inspiration—and 
Vitamin C—from 
Halls Cough 
Drops. Every 
wrapper offers 
helpful pep talks 
like: “Tough is 
your middle 
name!” (Which 
works well if your 
middle name 
is “Dolores” or 
“Sheldon”),  “Give 
yourself a High 

Five!” (Low Fives are nice, too), and, 
“Inspire envy,” (Which is easily ac-
complished by feeling comfortable 
going au natural). 
Virgo: If you really examine life you’ll 
find that you really do get what you 
give, even if the form changes. You’ll 
also find that sometimes you’ll get 
things you don’t want—or would even 
wish on others. But those unwanted 
things always come with surprising re-

wards of their own. Therefore, Clouds 
would like to wish you the following: 
May you be rich beyond your wildest 
dreams and then share your riches 
with local non-profits. May you dine 
in exotic places like Hawaii, Vietnam 
and the Alabama Hills Cafe. And may 
you have plenty of reasons to dance 
with no pants.
Libra: January will pick up speed as 
it goes along for you, so get any tasks 
at home taken care of and then get 
ready for your social/work life to pick 
up. You may have a chance to mentor 
someone soon. Be sure to treat this 
person well, and not like that intern 
from Detroit. To help, make D your 
lucky letter, just try not to be a big one.
Scorpio: To help you get used to 
swinging your magic wand in honor 
of others, try this on for size: Think 
of those you care about while offer-
ing these spells; May your life be too 
important to be taken seriously. May 
the road always rise to meet you. May 
the force be with you. May the fork be 
with you and, just as importantly, may 
you enjoy the forking.
Sagittarius: Here are your random 
tidbits of oddly useful information 
for the rest of the month: Men who 
prefer butts tend to be more trustwor-
thy than men who favor mammary 
glands. Many of the human body’s 
glands have funny names like Pineal 
and Hypothalamus. Attitude and faith 
are the only things stopping you from 
achieving super-cali-swag-a-listic-
hella-dopeness.

The truth will set you 

free, but first it will piss 

you off. 

”

“

- Gloria Steinem
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We all understand that it’s 
a good idea to regularly 
cleanse our bodies.

Cleansing our minds, however, 
is something very few of us think 
about, and it’s about time we should.  

That’s because if our minds are 
clogged and unhealthy, our bodies 
and lives will be, too. There are good 
reasons why so many of us are feel-
ing stressed out, or are battling some 
kind of physical or psychological 
pain.

While we can’t always change what 
we have to deal with in life, we can 
change how we choose to handle 
these challenges.  Pharmaceutical 
companies advertise one way and 
traditional psychiatrists offer an-
other. Meanwhile, in quiet places like 
yoga studios in NoHo, people like 
Lisa Dewey are offering still another 
method: hypnotherapy.

 
Expanding instead of shrinking

Long before Sigmund Freud and 
Carl Jung made it popular, seeing 
psychologists has been the accepted 
way to try to cleanse the mind. But 
seeing a “shrink” doesn’t work for 
everyone. That’s why alternative op-
tions like hypnotherapy are increas-
ingly gaining popularity.

Hypnotherapy is an often-misun-
derstood practice with a fairly easy 
core concept: Use a deep state of 
relaxation to tap into the mind. Once 
you reach that state, a lot of good 
work can happen under skilled guid-
ance; bad habits can be released, 
memories can be repaired or given 
closure, anxiety can be soothed, pain 
can be managed, or a better and 
healthier mindset can be ignited.

“It’s really about shifting things on 
a subconscious level for the better,” 
Lisa said as we sat in her office in the 
Yoga NoHo building in Los Angeles. 
“The modern world is crazy with 
kids, partners, careers. It’s over-
whelming. I help people feel calm, 
centered and like they’re leading 
from a place they want to lead from.”

Lisa’s practice isn’t about shrink-
ing, it’s about expanding and releas-
ing.

It’s what she likes most about a 
field that found her.

“I help people experience that 
shift. It can be as simple as one day 
after we’ve done some work real-
izing, ‘Oh, wait, I’m not feeling that 
negative thing or pain anymore.’” 
Lisa said, then advised me to lean 
back and find a comfortable position 
to begin my first ever hypnotherapy 
session.  

“I love what I do. I believe in it so 
much,” she said. “I do it myself and 
it’s made a huge difference.”

 
High on life

Lisa grew up in Mammoth and 
went to college in San Diego. She 
stumbled upon the techniques of 
hypnotherapy while helping others.

Lisa’s dad, Don Dewey, passed 
away when she was still a teenager. 

The unexpected loss led Lisa to 
suffer from panic attacks for years 
afterwards.  They worsened after her 
then-boyfriend, Chris Hernandez, 
barely survived a freak snowboard-
ing accident.

Realizing how fragile life can be, 
Lisa decided she wanted to do more 
with hers, so she moved back down 
south and took a job working at a 
women’s recovery center. The work 
introduced her to hypnotherapy. 
Lisa saw the good it did for strug-
gling women, so she decided to try it 
herself. Soon thereafter, she stopped 
having panic attacks and hasn’t had 
one since. Lisa was so inspired by 
the positive impacts she decided to 
study hypnotherapy at the acclaimed 
HTH Institute in San Francisco, 
which required she complete over 
400 hours of training.

“Okay,” she says in her gentle, 
calming voice as I begin working on 
deep breathing, ”what would you 
like to work on?”

My goals are the same as most 
middle-aged dads. I want to be 27 
again. Since that isn’t possible, I say 
that I’d like to feel less stressed, more 
self-confident, more at ease in life—
basically, the way I felt at 27.

After a couple breathing relaxation 
activities, we went to a deeper level. 
While I can’t say I ever felt uncon-
scious, I definitely felt like part of 
me was floating to places I’d never 
been, kind of like the time I went to 
Tijuana.  

Lisa then guided me to the spot 
in my body where I could physi-
cally feel a block and we worked on 
releasing it. After what felt like a long 
dream, Lisa called me back into the 
moment.

I was a bit groggy but instantly 
felt different. After the session, as I 
walked down to meet Jack Lunch at 
the Kahuna Tiki bar, I felt lighter and 
more positive than I have in a long 
time. Like I was high on life, instead 
of just the usual substances.

           
Even lawyers can do it!

Besides working with regular 
old stiffs like me, Lisa’s practice is 
becoming increasingly popular 
with corporate sales and business 
teams. She said that stress manage-
ment techniques, which are a big 
part of hypnotherapy practices, 
have proven to be very beneficial for 
those working in business environ-
ments. After Lisa does mindfulness 
and meditative work with the teams, 
their overall productivity picks up 
and things like sick days decrease.

“They’ve found it to be a good 
business investment,” Lisa said 
about her happy, high-powered 
clients.

Lisa said that most professional 
team members are skeptical at first, 
like a group of lawyers she recently 
worked with. But after she told them 
she could get them feeling better 
in 90 seconds, even they decided 
to give it try, and the lawyers were 
happy with the results.

Middle-aged dad explores the benefits of hypnotherapy with Lisa Dewey
FINDING YOUR HAPPY PLACE
By Mike McKenna

“Ultimately, what I’m doing is 
helping people help and heal them-
selves. Everyone has an inner healer. 
I think everybody knows how to heal 
themselves, they just forget. I help 
them to remember,” Lisa said.

The biggest misconceptions 
people have about hypnotherapy 
surround the hypnotic state. “People 
think that they are not going to 
be in control or that they will be 
brainwashed. The truth is you are 
in full control. You’re driving. I’m 
just co-piloting and helping navi-
gate. You can have multiple levels of 
consciousness at one time. So you 

can be an observer and still be in the 
experience,” Lisa said about of the 
process of hypnotherapy.  

“There’s this wonderful place 
where fate and free will come togeth-
er. Fate is what happens to you. Free 
will is how you choose to handle the 
things that have happened to you,” 
Lisa explained. “When you’re in hyp-
nosis, since you have free will, you 
can choose how you want to handle 
the things that have happened to 
you.”

A couple weeks after our session I 
had a follow up phone call with Lisa. 
I happily reported my progress since 
our session.

“It’s very rewarding when clients 
come back and say they feel more 
calm, more relaxed, lighter, “ she 
said, citing the very things I was feel-
ing post-hypnotherapy.

 “When clients can discover 
something they didn’t know they 
had within them, or they get over 
something that has bothered them 
or held them back,” Lisa said in her 
silky-smooth and soothing voice, 
“when they experience that shift, 
then I feel like I’ve done my job. That 
I’ve helped.”

(To find out more, or to book a 
hypnotherapy session in North Los 
Angeles or via Skype/Facetime, 
please email Lisa@LisaDeweyHyp-
notherpay.com or call 323.886.1270.)

Mammoth-raised Hypnotherapist Lisa 
Dewey.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LISA DEWEY



A NEW
HOME 
FOR 
FAMILY
FUN

New Luxury Mountain Retreats with Alpine Golf Course and Athletic Club minutes from Mammoth Mountain.

3-4 BEDROOMS & UP TO 2,742 SQ. FT.  • SALES 877-766-9275 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM

NEW RELEASE OF LUXURY MOUNTAIN RETREATS NOW SELLING!

All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalBRE #01812140. Another Luxury Development by The Chadmar Group
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