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MONO TO LADWP: 
SEE YOU IN COURT
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The Sheet asked Melissa Soltero (left) and Kristen Shelburg (right) of 
Smoketree Massage Apothecary: What would be in your “bug out 
bag” if a fire caused you to evacuate? Melissa said “Our emergency 
plan is to grab all our cash and then Kristen’s dog.” See more survey 
results, p. 21. 

By Rea

see YOSEMITE, page 13

    
More SoCo? Sure!

                           /p. 6/

DIY fresh air

                           /p. 12/                   

Safe zone

                            /p. 8/                   

Pop some tags

                            /p. 19/  

For the love of art

         /p. 16/

Historically, there is 
only one thing that 
gets the attention of 

the Los Angeles Department 
of Water and Power (LADWP): 
Litigation. The Mono County 
Board of Supervisors will 
seek an injunction and writ 
of mandate to stop a water 
grab by the water Goliath that 
seeks to dry up pasturelands 
in Long Valley.

The County will file next 
week.

Mono County leaders have 
urged the largest utility in the 
U.S. to reconsider its plans 
to stop supplying water to 
lessees on its land around 
Crowley Lake. The Board of 
Supervisors has sent letters 
to members of Congress and 
environmental groups, and 
they have, in turn, written to 
LADWP.

County Supervisors have 
talked to LADWP Commis-
sioners and the discussed 
the grave economic impacts 
to tourism, the ranchers and 
the County if the water stops. 
Ranchers have been will-
ing to compromise, County 
Counsel Stacy Simon told the 
Supervisors at a meeting on 
Tuesday, August 7, and cut 
their water demands by 60-80 
percent. 

She said she could only 
describe the reaction to the 
proposal from the utility as 
“total rejection.”

Supervisor Fred Stump said 
the County has been stone-
walled. Supervisor Stacy Cor-
less said LADWP’s destructive 
and systematic misuse of the 
lands are the reason there are 
environmental mitigations 
necessary in the state.

LADWP claims that cli-
mate change is affecting the 
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THE UN-POSTCARD

Ezra David Romero 
probably couldn’t have 
timed his new podcast, 

Yosemiteland, any better—as 
the Ferguson Fire rages and 
Yosemite Valley remains 
closed “indefinitely,” Episode 
4, which debuted on Mon-
day, August 6, is all about the 
future of fire management in 
the park. 

In fact, Romero was plan-
ning on holding that episode 
for a later date, but his team 
at Capital Public Radio (a 
division of National Public 
Radio based in Sacramento) 
thought it most pertinent 
now. 

“It’s peak tourist season, 
but the most popular spot 
in Yosemite is eerily quiet,” 
Romero intones, opening an 
episode which profiles Yo-
semite’s first female fire chief 

Capital Public Radio’s Ezra David Romero (in clearer times) 
hosts a new podcast, “Yosemiteland,” which tackles some 
not-so-picturesque aspects of the popular park.

Ezra David Romero talks dead bears, traffic, and—yes—fire, in “Yosemiteland”

Mono County to sue over Long Valley water reduction
By Bodine

see COURT, page 10

amount of water available 
and states that everyone 
must tighten their belts. 
LADWP’s plan to terminate 
irrigation on 6,400 acres 
of Long Valley pastureland 
would result in about 32,000 
acre-feet of water being 
diverted from the area (about 
65 Rose Bowls). 

In March 2018, LADWP 
proposed new leases for the 
ranchers in Long Valley and 
Little Round Valley, which re-
duced the historical five acre-
feet per year of water per acre 
to essentially zero. The utility 
“partially walked back its 
original proposal,” according 
to a page on Mono County’s 
website, and committed to 
provide 18 percent of historic 
allocations this summer (.71 
acre-feet per  year), “with no 
commitment of any water in 
future years.” The spigot gets 
shut off August 14.

In a letter addressed to 
the Mono County Board 
of Supervisors and signed 
by Congresspeople Tony 

Mammoth Lakes Recre-
ation’s Matt McClain at 
the Mono County Board of 
Supervisors meeting on Long 
Valley, Tuesday, August 7. 

PHOTO COURTESY EZRA DAVID ROMERO

Chase (of Hangar 24 Brewery) and Johnny Kimball, Marcus Deack and Ryan March of June 
Lake Brewery get down on some grilled cheese at Bluesapalooza. See more photos, p. 22-23. 
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I’m back to my roots this week in New Hampshire, where I grew up 
and attended college. 

They call the area the Upper Valley.
The epicenter is the intersection of Interstates 89 and 91 which 

criss-cross between New Hampshire and Vermont. 
89 runs from Concord in southern New Hampshire northwest up to 

Burlington, Vermont and then north to Canada. 
91 runs from New Haven, Connecticut pretty much directly north 

to Montreal, hugging the Connecticut River for the m\ajority of the 
route. 

The Upper Valley has grown exponentially since my youth. 
Dartmouth College (they continue to call it a college because it 

sounds quaint, but for all intents and purposes it’s a university) is the 
dominant employer in the region, and in many respects, the place 
has grown outwards from Hanover, where Dartmouth is located. 

The Dartmouth Hitchcock Regional Medical Center, for example, 
was relocated from in-town to halfway between Hanover and the 
next town over (Lebanon) to accommodate its growth and make 
room for yet more college buildings. 

There is apparently an endless need for these buildings.
Norwich (across the river from Hanover) has become a wealthy 

bedroom community. 
For many years, White River Junction, Vermont, lagged behind, de-

spite the fact that it literally is the region’s transportation hub and the 
home of the Interstate interchange. 

It used to have a fairly nondescript, gritty downtown.  
In college my friend Dirty Bob liked to visit the adult bookstore 

down there. 
Back in the day, it also had the William Tally House Restaurant, 

which was attached to the bus depot. The place was open 24/7. It was 
like a Denny’s, but not as classy. 

I worked at the United States Postal Service distribution center in 
White River over one holiday season. That’s where I learned to de-

FAUX DANGEROUS 

spise Harry and David. Don’t send fruit for Christmas. It’s heavy. 
Despite its depressed, forgotten America, Springsteen vibe, White 

River always had a certain charm, a whiff of potential, old brick 
buildings, game warehouses with good steel bones that will never 
fall down. The train depot is literally located a hundred feet off Main 
Street. The White River flows right past town. 

A developer named Mike Davidson bought a 10,000 square-foot 
hulk of a concrete commercial building in 2001. He paid $125,000 for 
it. The weeds were waist-high in the parking lot. He had a young child 
and another on the way. 

When he showed his pregnant wife the building he’d purchased, 
she cried. 

He’s since bought more buildings. One warehouse was transformed 
into a 36-unit apartment building. The concrete bunker now houses 
a co-working space, and has six housing units on its second floor. 
New restaurants have sprung up, specialty retail, a brewery. 

Davidson says all the well-heeled folks from Hanover and Norwich 
like to go out at night in White River these days because it’s “faux dan-
gerous.” 

The place also received a beneficial jolt when the Northern Stage 
professional theater company, which decided to call White River 
Junction its home in 1997, upped the ante after 15 years of award-
winning theatrical productions by building a new theater downtown. 

Half the units in Davidson’s apartment building are rented out to 
Northern Stage for visiting actors and artists. A lot of these folks don’t 
even own cars; they just jump off the train at White River. 

And the housing units he offers … they’re just clean, functional 
boxes. No separate bedrooms. No walls. No closets. Every time you 
put in a wall or a closet you’re making a choice for someone, he says. 
Don’t. And forget dining rooms. No one entertains at home any more, 
he says. 

I toured White River with Davidson on Tuesday, August 7. At one 
point, I asked him about the city’s parking requirements for his apart-
ments. 

He said there were none. Pooled parking, he said. Something’s gotta 
give. If they wanted him to provide parking, he wouldn’t have done 
the project. “Do they want the property on the [tax] rolls or not?” he 
asked rhetorically. 

If parking in your town is free, he added, then you’ve got too much 
parking. 

Parking in Hanover, by contrast, costs 75 cents an hour—if you can 
even find a spot. 

The upshot … Davidson made me think about parking and housing 
and redevelopment in new ways. Mammoth and Bishop need to get a 
lot more creative. 





FIRE
By Miczulski

see FIRE, page 12

Half baked 

Dear Editor:

The new ‘rink with a roof’ is begin-
ning to sound just like the airport fi-
asco 20 years ago. But the Town’s ‘elite 
movers and shakers’ have replaced 
the ‘power players’ who demanded 
commercial air service in Mammoth. 
Pilots knew better. Today, Mayor Cle-
land Hoff knows better than to sup-
port a half-baked “r/r”. Stapp believes 
our budget won’t support the project. 
Just like 2 years ago, only three Town 
Councilmembers supported the “r/r”. 
A ‘not to exceed $13 million invest-
ment should have had unanimous 
council approval. Taxpayers, not 
Town Council, pay for these mistakes.

Some hockey supporters, like pilots 
years ago, cautioned council about 
proceeding with a less-than-perfect 
ice rink. A  couple of us pleaded with 
the council to wait until the August 22 
Strategic Priorities Workshop for staff 
to present some genuine alternatives. 
The speed surrounding this decision 
is worrisome. Many Mammothites 
thought a bid price of $18 million 
would put the MUF quietly to sleep. 
They have been caught unaware. So 
much for public engagement. 

Sharon Raven Clark
Mammoth Lakes
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LETTERS                            

SMOKE, DRY WEATHER 
CONTINUE ON EAST SIDE

 

Https://CherylJWood.com 

ARTISTIC DETAIL in this  log lodge set in 
the privacy of trees in Old Mammoth 
walking distance to the meadow beneath 
Mammoth Rock. Artistic details include 
animals carved into the log beams out-
side, broad-based logs framing the stair-
wells, and metal work on the stair rails. A 
floor to vaulted ceiling stone  fireplace 
graces the main floor which is open to the 
gourmet kitchen and dining area where a 
log table for possibly twenty awaits. This 4 
bed/ 3.5 bath has Hydronic heat and a 
family room with a full seating area, card 
game and foosball set-up and a ping pong 
table by the windows which all, on all 
three levels. provide ample light in the 
day. The iron rails lead up to a master 
suite with space in both the bedroom area 
and the bathroom and walk-in closet area 
to the side. The remaining bedrooms are 
on the lower level.  

Exquisite attention to detail: an 
open living, gourmet kitchen, dining 
area floor plan, a whimsical large 
wine room with sink in a wine bar-
rel and a table set to entertain in-
side or outside on a deck with 
views facing a meadow. Hardwood 
floors from a cookie factory of old 
restored yet reminiscent of its origi-
nal purpose, metal art basketry 
weave atop a wall (full length) in 
the living area, Master suite with 
separate office, two walk-in 11 foot 
closets, Master bath with steam 
shower and Jacuzzi tub, an abun-
dance of light with the first floor at 
a 9 foot height and the second floor 
at an 11 foot height. This 3 bed/ 2.5 
bath has amazing views of the Sher-
wins and a south-facing deck. There 
are two separate heating systems 
to provide energy saving options 
when the lower level is not occu-
pied. Ask about SCE neighborhood 
discount. 

$ 1,950,000 

Fabulous south facing 4 
bed/3.5 bath corner lot cul-
de-sac home in the Little Ea-
gle Area has an open floor 
plan and vaulted ceilings em-
phasizing the view to the 
Sherwin range. The front 
deck, above the three car 
garage, is a wonderful place 
to entertain or to relax.  

Bigwood Opportunity to be 
in the area between the 
Village and Little Eagle. 1 
loft/ 2 bath with Hardwood 
Floor, Carpet, Stainless Steel 
Appliances, Bunkbeds and a 
King. Garage and close to 
the pool.  

$ 1,249,000 $ 899,000 $ 450,000 $ 334,000 

BEAUTIFULLY remodeled 2 
bed/ 2 bath Courcheval 
unit with garage. Walk to 
Canyon Lodge. Recently 
replaced living room win-
dows, fireplace and rock 
work, carpet, and hard-
wood floors in kitchen & 
dining floors.  Granite. EPA 
stove.  

Cheryl Wood, MBA 
Broker Associate 
(760) 914-3400 

DRE # 01376729 

HAND-HEWN LOG ARTISTIC DETAIL BY EAGLE BY CANYON NEAR VILLAGE 

One bed / one bath near Ski
-Back trail in The Village 
with access to shops, dining, 
and the gondola to Canyon. 

IN VILLAGE 

$ 440,000 

$26,000 hockey game

Dear Editor:

We predicted that the Town could 
never live up to its promises and de-
liver the Multi-Use Facility (“MUF”) 
at the cost they presented us.  Does 
anybody remember $2.3 million? 
Two Council members voted against 
the project when estimates were $9.5 
million, stating the Town couldn’t 
afford it. It’s now half the project at 
$13 million. We predicted three years 
ago that the Town will scrimp and cut 
corners to cheapen the design. Now 
that’s come true.  We’ll predict what’s 
next: With a totally different design, 
we won’t see a revised Environmental 
Impact Report. We won’t see the noise 
and glare mitigation promised to the 
neighboring homeowners. And we 
won’t see anything near $13 million 
by completion. But let’s imagine it 
does come in on budget and we don’t 
count the money already wasted on 
other useless designs. Are there 250 
hockey players in town? So, let’s say 
the new rink doubles that number to 
500. Not including operating costs 
that is $26,000 per person!

Tom Bell
Mammoth/Oceanside/Sun Valley

In the most recent update provided 
by Andres Sosa of the Inyo Nation-
al Forest Service, the Lions Fire, 

which began in early June and was re-
ported 100 percent contained on July 
14 according to InciWeb and the Inyo 
National Forest Service, has grown to 
an estimated 8,711 total acres with 70 
percent containment as of August 9. 
Sosa reminded the public that “con-
tained” does not mean “controlled.”

There are 178 personnel committed 
to the fire (including a pack string of 
mules from the Stanislaus National 
Forest), six crews and four helicop-
ters.

According to Sosa’s report, “the 
south and east flanks of the fire have 
been inactive and contained for some 
time.”  

Full suppression techniques are be-
ing used at the northeast flank, which 
has reportedly been secured through 
line construction and burnout opera-
tions that began on Tuesday, August 
7.

Sosa’s update notes that, “The fire 

remains active along the southwest 
flank and crews here are focused 
on completing hand line that will 
prevent the fire from crossing the 
North Fork of the San Joaquin River 
with direct and indirect tactics (based 
upon safety); using trail networks 
and natural barriers where possible. 
Along the northwest flank, the fire is 
moving into sparse fuels and cliffs. 
Most of the smoke production is from 
the burnout of interior islands of 
unburned fuel. The fire continues to 
slowly grow to the west.”

Moderate fire activity is expected 
during the day due to dry conditions. 
Most of the fire’s fuel sources are trees 
killed by bark beetles and blow overs 
that have dried out in the annual 
drought-like conditions.

Hot and dry conditions remain 
in the forecast with light southwest 
winds expected over the next few 
days, and gusty winds can be expect-
ed in the afternoon.

“There is a significant warming and 



THE SHEET   I   Saturday, August 11, 2018               www.thesheetnews.com                                                            I   5

By Bobby Tanner, Reds Meadow Pack Station

OP-ED
Reds Meadow’s Bobby Tanner offers another side to the story of wildfire in the Sierra

Had [the Lions Fire burn 

area] been a multi-lane 

strip of concrete and not 

wilderness, we probably 

would not be having this 

fire. I’ll take the smoke 

and the wildernesss over 

an interstate any day. 

”

“

-Bobby Tanner

Happy Hour
 4-6 Mon-Fri

4-5:30 Sat & Sun

Happy Hour

Another side to the fire story:
Recently I attended the 

public update on the Lions 
Fire and was quite surprised at the 
criticism the U.S. Forest Service 
was receiving. Myself and my fam-
ily have owned and operated Red’s 
Meadow Resort and Pack Station 
since 1960 and have also worked 
here prior to 1960.

Whether it is by design or by 
default, I am very pleased with the 
USFS management of the fire. I 
view this fire as the fire we created, 
and the USFS is here dealing with it 
the best that can be done.

The “we” I am referring to is the 
community of 
Mammoth Lakes 
and residents of 
the Eastern Si-
erra. In 1972, “we” 
decided we wanted 
the exact area 
where the Lions 
Fire is currently 
burning to be wil-
derness rather than 
the Trans Sierra 
Highway.Ever won-
der why I-70 stops 
in Utah? The Trans 
Sierra Highway was 
slated to become 
I-70. Had that area 
been a multi-lane 
strip of concrete 
and not wilder-
ness, we prob-
ably would not be 
having this fire. I’ll 
take the smoke and 
the wilderness over 
an interstate any 
day.

The first 4 letters of wilderness are 
W-I-L-D, and wild things such as 
wildfires happen in wilderness, and 
are part of wilderness. To me, the 
concept of wildfire causing resource 
damage to wilderness is like saying 
hydrogen and oxygen cause re-
source damage to water.

A couple of additional factors that 
have lead to the current situation: 
Near the western edge of the Lions 
Fire, there is a place on all maps 
known as “Sheep’s Crossing.” In the 
early-to-mid 1900s, every year thou-
sands of sheep were put across the 
North Fork of the San Joaquin River.
We’ve all heard John Muir’s ac-

counts of excessive sheep grazing 
in what is now Yosemite—well, it 
happened here also. The area they 
grazed is almost identical to the lat-
est map of the fire. 

The sheep, while unnatural, did 
two things: Obviously, they con-
sumed much of the burnable mate-
rial, and, in addition, a common 
practice was for the sheep herders 
to light the area in which the sheep 

WILDFIRE: A SYMPTOM OF WILDERNESS
grazed on fire when they left each 
fall. For approximately three quar-
ters of a century now, there has no 
been reduction of burnable mate-
rial by either fire (due to aggres-
sive fire suppression) or any other 
means.

The reason Sheep’s Crossing was 
used by the sheep herders is that 
this route is a relative easy crossing 
of the North Fork river gorge and 
was an existing route established 
thousands of years prior by the 
Native Americans. This route was 
named (named, not established, by 
early explorers of European decent) 
the “French Trail.”

If what history 
tells us is cor-
rect, this route 
was a trading 
route used by 
the Native Amer-
icans. For this 
to be possible, 
the route had 
to be passable. 
Over the last 
approximately 
30+ years, I 
personally have 
seen this route 
become impass-
able due to lack 
of any clearing 
forces.

There is some-
thing in this fire 
for those who 
believe wilder-
ness should be 
a place where 
nature returns to 
a pre-European 
landscape. 

Signs left behind by those of Euro-
pean descent will be largely elimi-
nated. Blazes left by the Calvary 
along the French Trail, log fences 
and arborglyphs left by the sheep 
herders, are all subject to being 
destroyed by fire. Meanwhile, items 
left by Native Americans—grind-
ing stones, arrowheads and petro-
glyphs—will remain. 
A couple of comments I heard at 

the recent fire update meeting I felt 
were right on the mark: The fire will 
most likely not be declared out until 
winter, very realistic and honest.

I ask that when the USFS declares 
this fire out, they then light some 
prescribed fires here in the Red’s 
Meadow Valley. I would much rath-
er have some smoke in winter than 
have the entire Red’s Meadow Valley 
and possibly the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes go up in smoke during one of 
these hot windy summer days.

Another comment at the meeting 
that was also right on the mark: The 
concept that embers in the wind 
can leap frog a fire miles at a time. 

Yes, it is plausible that a fire in the 
Red’s Meadow Valley could easily 
reach Mammoth. We got lucky in 
August of 1992 when the Rainbow 
Fire did not make its way into Town. 

While the tree mortality men-
tioned at the meeting is real, it is 
being somewhat misrepresented, 
but that’s another story.

I prefer this fire to continue to 
burn, and allowed to or encouraged 
to travel to the Hemlock Crossing/
Stevensen’s Meadow area. Kind of 
like ripping the band-aid off—let’s 
just get it over with.

My position has always been to 
encourage the agencies to use more 
fire rather than putting them out. To 
respect fire rather than to be afraid 
of it. I give my thanks to the USFS 
for preventing the Lions fire from 
entering the Red’s Meadow Valley.

Fire is a rare thing mother nature 
sends our way that we can ma-
nipulate to our advantage. We can’t 
create a small tornado, hurricane, 
tsunami—you name it—to prevent 
a large destructive one.

I ask anyone who doubts what I 

have said here to please come to 
Red’s Meadow anytime, and I will 
show you first hand many of these 
things, and more.

Often when I hear someone 
complaining about the job the fire 
managers are doing or complain-
ing about the smoke, they remind 
me of the spoiled child Veruca Salt 
in the movie Willie Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory and her refrain of 
“I want it, and I want it now!” 

Maybe the fire managers need to 
get the Make the Smoke Go Away 
app, I’m sure it’s just that simple.
Worse yet are those folks who com-

plain about the smoke, yet pay good 
money to put far worse things into 
their lungs. 
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LOCAL NEWS
SHOVELS HIT THE WALLET
Mono County awards contract for $20 million South County Facility
By Bodine

Mono County has found a 
design/contractor for the con-
solidated office buildings for 

employees and departments in South 
Mono County, to be known as the Civic 
Center. Roebbelen Contracting of El 
Dorado Hills has been awarded the 
contract for the estimated $20,500,000 
project.

The County also plans to build a 
new $25 million Mono County Jail in 
Bridgeport. The Civic Center should be 
complete by February 2020. Funding 
for the jail is not yet guaranteed.

“This is a lot for this little County 
to take on,” Leslie Chapman, Mono 
County Administrative Officer told 
Mono County Supervisors on Tuesday, 
August 7. 

No new funding opportunities or ad-
ditional revenues are expected, Chap-
man added. 

The Civic Center is a major financial 
commitment, said Chapman, and staff 
that are already “maxxed out” accord-
ing to Chapman, will make the project 
a priority. During the Great Recession 
in 2008, the County pared its employ-
ees down to the essentials, with many 
positions performing more than one 

We’re going to do this 

and figure it out, one 

way or the other.

”

“

-Leslie Chapman

1561 Crowley Lake Dr. Crowly Lake
760.914.2696

eastsidebakeshop@gmail.com
facebook.com/EastSideBakeShop

BAKERY • CAFE • COMMUNITY
Natural bakery

Breakfast/Lunch 
Live music & dinner served on Saturdays

Beer and wine
Family friendly

Indoor/outdoor seating
Located at the McGee Creek Lodge,  

Crowley Lake

OPEN THURSDAY–MONDAY 

Thurs/Fri/Sun/Mon 6:30am-3pm

All day Saturday 6:30am-9pm.

Live Music and Dinner Every Saturday 
Dinner 5-9pm. Music starts at 6pm

NEW – Sunday Lunch Music 1-3pm 

Closed Tuesday/Wednesday

MUSIC AND EVENT CALENDAR
8/4 – Good Livin

8/5 – Driftwood Creek 
8/11 – String Theory 

8/12 – Milo Cagle
8/18 – Me and Thee

8/19 – Devil’s Box String Band
8/25 – Double Coyote
8/26 – Foothill Billies

9/1 – The Bodleys
9/2 – Good Livin and Friends

duty. 
The Board of Supervisors said it 

wanted full transparency and regular 
communications from the project team 
on progress at its meeting on Tuesday. 

Chapman explained to the County 
leaders that approved the project that 
she has heard from 
constituents that 
they have little 
sympathy for the 
County when it 
says it doesn’t have 
time to fix a pothole 
or clean up weeds 
growing in a side-
walk while spend-
ing millions on a 
new jail.

Chapman ex-
plained the County 
will be straining 
for resources in the 
next couple years.

Tony Dublino, 
Assistant County Administrator and 
project lead, will probably become the 
communication liaison between Roeb-
belen and the County, Chapman said. 
Stakeholders are set to meet Wednes-

day to assign roles and begin coordi-
nating resources. 

Chapman said additional part-time 
staff may be needed. “We’re going to 
do this and figure it out, one way or the 
other.”

Supervisor Stacy Corless said she’s 
been asked by 
constituents if the 
contractor is aware 
of the constraints 
of working in the 
High Sierra with 
inclement weather 
and transportation 
delays.

Mike Johnson, 
General Superin-
tendent of Roeb-
belen, said the 
company has built 
in the South Lake 
Tahoe area (eleva-
tion 6,237’), as well 
as having built a 

prison in Susanville (elevation 4,186’) 
and is aware of the challenges present-
ed by working in the mountains. 

Supervisor Bob Gardner asked for 
constant updates and said he wanted 

no surprises.
The building will be located on the 

Mammoth Community Federal Land 
Exchange (McFlex) property, near the 
new Mono Superior Court, Mammoth 
Lakes Police Station, and Mammoth 
Hospital.

The County has pursued a consoli-
dated office building since 2006. The 
County currently pays more than $1 
million a year to lease an aging space 
in Mammoth Lakes. The search for a 
better space progressed from leasing 
to potentially owning the Sierra Center 
Mall, but the Supervisors were unhap-
py with the physical condition of the 
property and the lease agreement.

The lease at the Sierra Center Mall 
expires in October 2019. If the County 
stays longer, Dublino said, the rent, 
currently $82,233 per month, will go up 
25 percent in the first three months, 50 
percent in the three months after that, 
and 100 percent after six months. 

Roebbelen can earn a bonus if the 
work is completed by October 2019, 
but Johnson doesn’t expect the work to 
be done by then.

CARUNCHIO HAS 
LEFT THE BUILDING 

After telling the Board of Supervisors on June 12 of his intent to retire, the 
initial expectation was that Kevin Carunchio, who has been the Inyo County 
Administrative Officer since 2007, would leave sometime in October. How-
ever, Carunchio moved up the effective date of his retirement to August 10. 
Carunchio began working for the County of Inyo in May of 2005, serving 
as the Deputy County Administrator before taking over as CAO. As for his 
future, Carunchio said that he has no plans to leave the Owens Valley, but 
will focus on raising his children and spending more time volunteering and 
exploring other opportunities. The parting has been amicable, according to 
the Supervisors, who at their Board meeting on Tuesday, August 7, praised 
Carunchio’s work over the years. Clint Quilter, Inyo County Public Works 
Director and the County Road Commissioner, has been selected by the Board 
to serve the Acting County Administrator while it continues the CAO recruit-
ment process. A new CAO is expected to be hired in early 2019, according to 
members of the Board.                 -James

PHOTO: JAMES
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By Sheet Staff

13th Annual Breastfeeding 
Awareness Walk

On Thursday, August 2, Inyo Coun-
ty’s Women with Infants and Children 
(WIC) and the Toiyabe Indian Health 
Project WIC programs sponsored an 
annual Breastfeeding Awareness Walk 
at the Bishop Tri-County Fairgrounds.

Breastfeeding is a low-cost way that 
provides a foundation for good health 
in both babies and mothers, accord-
ing to Inyo County WIC. “Breastfeed-
ing is the natural food source for a 
baby,” said Irene Mason, the WIC Di-
rector for the Toiyabe Indian Health 
Program WIC program. “It’s a part of 
life, and binds mother and child like 
nothing else can.”

Pregnant women and those with 
young children are encouraged to 
contact their local WIC program to 
learn more. Call the Inyo County 
WIC Program at 760.872.1886 or the 
Toiyabe Indian Health Project WIC 
Program at 760.872.3707.  

Big Pine Saddle Club update

There have been 
no arrests made 
stemming from 
the brutal attack 
on horses at the 
Big Pine Saddle 
Club on July 3. An 
unknown suspect 
slashed the throats 
of horses with a 
knife, beat some 
over the head with 
a hammer, rum-
maged through 
stalls and set a 
pickup truck on 
fire before attempting to set a bath-
room on fire at adjacent Mendenhall 
Park. Nine horses were attacked.

Little information has come from 
the primary investigators, the Inyo 
County Sheriff’s Office. Disclosing 
information to the public can impede 
an investigation, said newly-elected 
Sheriff Jeff Hollowell, but he insisted 
that the department is still on the 
case.

“I can assure you the case is still the 
number one priority of the investiga-
tors,” Hollowell stated in an email to 
The Sheet. 

“We have not received a return on 
the items sent for DNA processing 
as of yet,” Hollowell added. “I urge 
anyone with information to contact 
the Sheriff’s Office.”

A GoFundMe account has raised 
nearly $8,000 that will go toward vet-
erinary bills and security equipment. 
Aaron Schat of Schat.Net has donated 
free Wi-Fi for security cameras.

Anyone with any information 
about the incident is urged to call 
the Inyo County Sheriff’s Office at 
760.873.7887 or 760.878.0383. Calls 
made be made anonymously.  

June Lake for rent 

A thousand and one June Lake 
nights have likely been spent dis-
cussing how and where to allow 

LOCAL BRIEFS

Large House Sake $3 OFF: $5.95
Domestic Beer $1 OFF: $2.95
Japanese Beer $2 OFF: $3.95

All Appetizers $1 OFF
AND more...

COME TRY OUR NEW SUMMER MENU

*must be 21+

Tournament style & free play
*must be 21+

Bring this ad for a free edamame
*All drink specials and events are in the bar only*

short-term rentals. Now, residents are 
wasting no time gathering the per-
mits required to rent out their spare 
bedrooms and summer homes on a 
short-term basis.

According to the Mono County 
Community Development Depart-
ment, short-term rentals in June 
Lake will not have a major impact on 

housing inven-
tory.  According to 
Mammoth Lakes 
Housing, there 
is no updated 
inventory of long-
term rentals in 
June Lake, Mono 
County or in Mam-
moth Lakes.

None of the six 
applications for 
short-term rental 
permits from June 
Lake residents 
are for long-term 

rentals requesting to be converted 
to short-term rentals, according to 
Michael Draper of the Mono County 

Planning Commission.
Short-term rentals require a permit 

to operate, as well as a use permit. 
The Planning Commission charges 
$990 per permit for the first five hours 
of staff time required to process the 
permits, and $99 an hour after that. 

According to a 2017 Housing Needs 
Assessment conducted by the Mono 
County Community Development 
Department, approximately five per-
cent, or one in 20 year-round home-
owners, in Mono County plan on 
converting their property to a short-
term rental in the next five years. The 
majority of those homeowners—82 
percent—live in Mammoth, 13 per-

cent live in June Lake and 5 percent 
reside in Bridgeport.

More than 860 people responded to 
the survey, according to the Com-
munity Development Department, of 
which 284 were County residents.

According to the conclusions drawn 
from the assessment survey by Wendy 
Sugimura, affordability and quantity 
of housing are the major causes of the 
housing shortage in Mono County.

Outside of June Lake and the Town 
of Mammoth Lakes, there is still a 
countywide moratorium on issuing 
short-term rental permits.

Inyo County and Toiyabe Indian Health Project Women With Infants and Children (WIC) program members gather for the 13th Annual 
Breastfeeding Awareness walk at the Bishop Tri-County Fairgrounds. 

see BRIEFS, page 8

I can assure you the 

case is the number 

one priority for the 

investigators.

”

“

-Jeff Hollowell
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In this political climate, nothing can be taken for granted
“SAFETY” REDEFINED
NATIONAL
By Barry Casselman

At the outset of the 2018 na-
tional mid-term election cycle, 
three U.S. senate contests 

were considered “safe” for their 
political party—each with popular 
incumbents.

But now, each of them might need 
to be moved from the “safe” category 
to likely “toss-up”—changing the 
already unbalanced partisan mathe-
matics of this year’s battle for control 
of one house of Congress. The U.S. 
Senate will be a key factor in the 
prospects of the final two years of the 
Trump administration’s first term.

In New Jersey, incumbent Demo-
cratic Senator Bob Menendez went 
through a protracted and reputation-
damaging criminal 
trial that ended in 
a hung jury. The 
prosecution decid-
ed not to ask for a 
new trial. Menen-
dez then an-
nounced he would 
seek re-election. 
Conventional pun-
dit wisdom con-
cluded that New 
Jersey voters, most 
of whom usually 
vote Democratic, 
would forget the 
trial, especially 
since an aggres-
sive  Republican 
opponent who was 
willing and able 
to keep the issue current, did not at 
first appear. But then one did. With 
the backing of state Republicans and 
apparently unlimited self-funding, 
businessman Bob Hugin has been 
hammering away at Menendez’s 
recent controversies, driving down 
the liberal senator’s poll numbers to 
almost a tie, according to new polls. 
Moreover, Hugin has reportedly put 
together a serious campaign effort. 
This is now a race to watch.

In Tennessee, incumbent Republi-
can Senator Bob Corker, chairman of 
foreign relations, seemed like a shoo-
in for re-election, but he became 
embroiled in disputes with President 
Trump and announced his retire-
ment. A serious GOP replacement, 
Congresswoman Martha Blackburn, 
entered the race, but so did popular 
former Democratic Governor Phil 
Bredeson. Tennessee leans to the 
conservative, but has elected signifi-
cant liberals (e.g. Al Gore) in recent 
years. Bredeson leads in early polls, 
and this race is likely to go to the 
election day wire.

The third senate contest belat-
edly became competitive when John 
James won the Michigan Republican 
primary just held. He will now face 
incumbent Democratic Senator Deb-
bie Stabenow in November. Before 

the charismatic black West Point 
graduate James emerged, Stabenow 
had been a heavy favorite for re-
election over the previously leading 
GOP opponent, businessman Sandy 
Pensler. National media stories and 
an endorsement from President 
Trump, however, vaulted James 
quickly past Pensler by a large mar-
gin. James could now make major 
inroads into Stabenow’s traditional 
black support in the Detroit area. 
Stabenow is a low profile senator 
whose support could be vulnerable 
to an aggressive campaign from an 
attractive and articulate challenger 
like James.

A possible fourth “sleeper” race 
was not even 
expected to occur 
at all. Embroiled 
in controversy, 
incumbent Demo-
cratic (DFL) Sena-
tor Al Franken was 
pressured in late 
2017 by his own 
party to resign, 
and his appointed 
replacement, Lt. 
Governor Tina 
Smith, now has 
to face voters in 
a special elec-
tion this year. 
She will be on the 
ballot with her 
senior colleague 
DFL Senator Amy 

Kobuchar (who is expected to win 
her re-election easily). Republicans 
are likely to nominate State Sena-
tor Karin Housely to oppose Smith. 
Smith has been favored to win the 
seat in her own right, especially if 
the  midterm cycle went badly for 
the party holding the White House, 
and because Smith has so far nota-
bly outraised Housely in campaign 
funds.  Minnesota voters, however, 
are frequent ticket splitters, Housely 
is proving to be a stronger candidate 
than expected, and a bitter divide 
between radical and mainstream 
liberal DFL candidates in other 
Minnesota races this year—all these 
could be factors making the special 
U.S. Senate race much closer than 
expected. The August 14 Minnesota 
primary results will make it clearer 
what impact the intraparty DFL ten-
sions will have in November.

Although election day is now ap-
proaching, it is not uncommon for a 
few major state races to change their 
electoral character—and go from 
varying levels of “safe” to “toss-up” in 
the closing days of a campaign cycle. 
In addition to the races mentioned 
above, there could be other sur-
prises, especially in a year when the 
electorate is as volatile as it seems to 
be in 2018.

shelter distilling
Small Batch Craft Distillery, Brewery & Kitchen

11am - 11pm / 100 Canyon Blvd #217 in The Village At Mammoth
www.shelterdistilling.com

Food & Drink Special Monday - Wednesday

FREE
SPIRITS
3PM - 4PM EVERYDAY GET A FREE SPIRIT TASTING FLIGHT

FREE YOUR SPIRIT WITH OUR 

There could be other 

surprises, especially 

when the electorate is 

as volatile as it seems to 

be in 2018.

”

“

-Barry Casselman

Search and Rescue at Duck 
Peak Pass

According to a press release from 
the Mono County Sheriff, at ap-
proximately 1 p.m. on Thursday, 
August 2, Mono County Search and 
Rescue (SAR) received a call from a 
solo climber who stated that his legs 
were pinched under a rock, and he 
was unable to free himself. He had 
cell phone service and a SPOT device 
which were both used for an accurate 
location.

Nine SAR volunteer personnel 
responded and readied at the Duck 
Lake trailhead. The team began the 
hike into the area and requested a 
California Highway Patrol Helicop-
ter H40 to conduct an aerial search. 
H40 was able to see the injured party 
below and was able to safely land 
while SAR members made their way 
to the location. Due to the unknown 
size of the rock, and the equipment 

needed, Naval Air Station Lemoore 
was requested to insert any addition-
al equipment or personnel needed. 
H40 flew in one SAR member, and 
one Mammoth Lakes Fire firefighter 
with additional equipment.

At approximately 5:25 p.m., SAR 
members made contact with the in-
jured party who had both legs pinned 
between two large granite slabs. SAR 
teams continued treating the victim 
and began the task of rigging and at-
taching several rope systems to move 
the estimated 4,000 pound slab rock 
off the victim’s legs. SAR personnel 
constructed two separate mechanical 
advantage rope systems to manipu-
late the slab rock. 

NAS Lemoore also arrived on scene 
and was able to assist with additional 
equipment and their flight para-
medic. The injured party was flown 
out of the backcountry to rendezvous 
with Mono County Paramedics at the 
Mammoth Lakes Airport.

The Mono County SAR team awaits helicopter backup on Thursday, August 2.

BRIEFS
continued from page 7
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COURT 
continued from page 1

Cardenas, Judy Chu, Maxine Waters, 
Nanette Diaz Barragan and Jimmy 
Gomez (see letter, p. 11), the legisla-
tors state that “At LADWP’s discretion, 
free water has… been offered to the 
ranchers on an ad hoc basis when 
supplies were available.” 

Rancher Matt Kemp said ranchers 
have never received “free water,” as 
irrigated pastures are more expen-
sive than non-irrigated ones. The 
waterless leases this year were at a 
75 percent discount because there is 
no water. He added that, contrary to 
what LADWP is stating, wildfire, not 
grazing is the biggest threat to the val-
ley.

The land has been irrigated by 
humans for more than 150 years, a 
half-century before LADWP existed, 
and the utility says that by suddenly 
turning off the water, the environ-
ment will benefit by returning to its 
natural state. Executive Director of 
the Eastern Sierra Land Trust Kay Og-
den told the Supervisors that a return 
to the natural state should include 
the removal of Crowley Lake.

Without water, the land could go 
fallow, inviting invasive weeds, dust 
and wildfires, or become an oasis. 
Nobody knows for sure what will hap-
pen until an environmental impact 
report is completed by LADWP with 
oversight by the LADWP Commis-
sioners.  

Supervisor Fred Stump said if the 
basis for the plan is to save ratepay-

FOR DETAILS ABOUT TRAIL DAYS:
Visit mltpa.org

E-mail traildays@mltpa.org

Volunteers of all ages and 
abilities are welcome!

SATURDAY, AUGUST 11
 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Join the Mammoth Lakes Trail System
with Co-Hosts Friends of the Inyo

and Convict Lake Resort for a
day of trail work at Convict Lake!

TRAIL DAYS
SUSTAINABLE RECREATION • 2018 

MAINTENANCE AT
CONVICT LAKE

    SUMMER!

ers money, LADWP should let their 
customers know how much more 
expensive restoration is compared to 
buying water.

LADWP says it has to buy from the 
California Water Project because of 
the free water it gives ranchers. It 
claims that its 4 million customers 
have to pay an extra $30 each for that 
water. Clarence Martin, Aqueduct 
Manager, stated at Tuesday’s meeting 
that the value of the water it normally 
delivers to ranchers is $18 million.

Supervisor John Peters said the 
greatest impact may be on LADWP’s 
customers, many of whom vacation 
in Mono County.

Dozens of people showed up at 
Tuesday’s meeting in Bridgeport and 
watched via satellite in Mammoth 

Lakes to show support and express 
concerns about the project. 

Mary Roper, President of the Owens 
Valley Committee, was involved in 
the 1991 EIR and the creation of the 
Long-Term Water Agreement that led 
to the restoration of the Lower Owens 
River and Owens Dry Lake, Roper 
said it took 20 years for the utility to 
implement some of the mitigations 
spelled out in the agreement, and 
some are still not done. 

Roper told supervisors to be wary of 
what LADWP says and the words the 
utility uses, such as ‘excess.’ She said 
there is no such thing as “excess” wa-
ter—LADWP can only take as much 
as can fit in the aqueduct. “Litigation 
is the only effective mechanism that 
will get LADWP to do anything,” she 

said.
“You can try to collaborate, but 

keep the lawsuit in your front pock-
et,” Roper added.

Tina Braithwaite of the Benton Pai-
ute Tribe said no one has asked for in-
put from the tribe, nor have they even 
talked to the Tribe about the issue.

“DWP cannot be trusted,” Braith-
waite added. 

Mono County Film and Tourism 
Commissioner Chris Long said Holly-
wood loves Long Valley, but may pull 
its cameras and dollars away from a 
browning, dusty landscape.

Jillian Quilky, a frequent visitor to 
the Eastside and resident of Southern 
California, told the crowd there is 
a small group trying to educate the 
people of Los Angeles on what is hap-
pening to their water source.

Steve Nelson, Director of the Bu-
reau of Land Management in Bishop, 
explained his agency’s position: “We 
are committed to the process of try-
ing to find a collaborative solution, 
which is different than supporting or 
opposing what is being presented.” 

LADWP’s Martin said he wanted to 
dispel misinformation being spread 
about the plan. There is no proposal 
to dewater or de-ranch the valley, he 
said. The land will continue to receive 
water as it always has and will con-
tinue to divert water for the Bi-state 
sage grouse. The bird is again being 

see COURT, page 11

Clarence Martin, LADWP Aqueduct Manager, speaks in front of Supervisor 
John Peters at a Board of Supervisors meeting on Tuesday, August 7. 
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CONGRESS RESPONDS

see CAMP, page 18

considered for protection under the 
Endangered Species Act. 

Martin sped through a prepared 
statement that sounded identical to 
past comments made by L.A. Mayor 
Eric Garcetti, Water Director Anselmo 
Collins and LADWP in past press 
releases. The party line: Irrigation is 
harming the valley and ranchers have 
been getting free water. 

He concluded by saying, “I pledge 
to you that I’ll look at this very seri-
ously.”

Supervisor John Peters said no one 
is discounting the role ratepayers play 
in this equation, referencing the $30 
each customer pays for the ranchers’ 
water, but there is a need for accu-
rate information. He suggested that 
the reason LADWP is disseminating 
false information is because it doesn’t 
know the truth either.

“I hope the people in L.A. are listen-
ing to us,” Supervisor Bob Gardner 
said, looking at the camera. His state-
ments focused on the utility’s Mission 
Statement: “…to provide customers 
with safe, reliable, high quality, and 
competitively priced water services 
in a publicly and environmentally 
responsible manner.”

“My question, in holding with that, 
have they ever asked what ratepayers 
think about taking water from where 
they recreate?”

Inyo/Mono Agriculture Com-
missioner Nate Reade stated in a 

From: Congress of the United States
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515-0529
July 26, 2018 

To: Board of Supervisors
County of Mono 
Attn: Shannon Kendall, Clerk of the 
Board
PO Box 715 
Bridgeport, CA 93517

RE: LADWP’s Future Water Manage-
ment Practices—A Reflection of Our 
Shared Responsibility

Dear Honorable Supervisors,

As fellow elected officials, we 
are charged with representing our 
communities and finding common 
ground where possible when stake-
holders have divergent interests. As 
representatives of Mono County, you 
have voiced concerns on behalf of 
your constituents regarding the Los 
Angeles Department of Water and 
Power’s (LADWP) decision to discon-
tinue providing free water supplies to 
commercial ranchers in your 

see CONGRESS, page 20

monthly update to the supervisors 
that LADWP is spreading false infor-
mation. Reade quoted LADWP Board 
of Commissioners President, Mel 
Levine, in which he states in a letter 
that ranchers “continue to demand 
more.”  He said ranchers have never 
asked for more water. 

Lisa Cutting, Eastern Sierra Policy 
Advisor for the Mono Lake Commit-
tee, said, “This is a surprising move 
and makes me wonder what comes 
next. What plans are there to take 
more water?”

The County will petition for a writ 
of mandate, the legal action used 
to challenge decisions under the 
California Environmental Quality Act 
to stop the dewatering plans from 
moving forward, said Jason Conger, 
Deputy County Counsel. He said the 
court may seek an injunction requir-
ing LADWP to provide an historically 
average amount of water. 

The county counsel will file in 
Mono County, but, Conger said, he 
expects LADWP will seek a change of 
venue. 

“We hope to file a petition within 
the next week,” said Conger.

It’s uncertain how much all of this 
will cost the county.

Garcetti was unavailable for com-
ment as of press time. Levine other 
Commissioners did not return calls 
for comment by The Sheet.

Bishop rancher Matt Kemp speaks at the Mono County Board of Supervisors 
meeting on Tuesday, August 7. 
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FIRE
continued from page 14
drying trend predicted for this 
week.” According to Sosa’s report.

The Reds Meadow Road and all 
services in the Reds Meadow Valley, 
including Devils Postpile National 
Monument and Rainbow Falls, re-
main open.

There is an emergency trail closure 
for the Fern Lake and Beck Lake 
Trails on the Inyo National Forest, 
along with emergency trail closures 
and a Forest Order to close affected 
areas on the Sierra National Forest.

According to information provided 
by InciWeb, the Ferguson Fire burn-
ing around Yosemite has had its total 
personal grow to over 2,000, includ-
ing 18 helicopters, 14 crews and 25 
bulldozers.

As of press time, the Ferguson Fire 
is 95,104 acres and has been burn-
ing for 28 days. Containment has 
reached 79 percent. 

In some locations, residents who 
were affected by the Ferguson fire 
and forced to evacuate are begin-
ning to make their way back to their 
communities.

The Donnell Fire, which erupted 
on Highway 108 on August 1, has 
now reached a total of 21,097 acres, 
according to My Mother Lode, with 
only 6 percent containment. That 
fire has prompted the closure of the 
Pacific Crest Trail between High-
ways 4 and 108, said Deb Schweizer, 
Public Information Officer for the 
Inyo National Forest. It has already 

Hike � Climb � Run � Camp

We stock a large selection of supplies for all your 
climbing, hiking, and outdoor adventures. 

Rentals are available including tents, packs, sleeping 
bags, bouldering pads and climbing shoes. 

Open 7 days a week including holidays
224 North Main St., Bishop, CA 93514

Eastsidesports.com, info@eastsidesports.com 
760-873-7520

�e Eastern Sierra’s Friendly and Knowledgeable Climbing Shop

Mountain Sports Specialists Since 1977
Wear a 
Helmet!
We can fix everything else.
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destroyed 55 structures, including 
the historic Dardanelle Resort, and 
another 81 smaller outbuildings, 
according to InciWeb. As of Thurs-
day, August 9, another 220 structures 
are considered threatened by the 
Donnell Fire. There are 602 firefight-
ers assigned to that incident, their 
resources stretched by the multitude 
of other fires burning across the 
state. 

According to AirNow, Smoke con-
ditions and air quality are expected 
to vary between moderate and un-
healthy for sensitive groups around 
the Eastern Sierra over the next few 
weeks.

The projected forecast of hot and 
dry conditions is going to help keep 
many of California’s fires alive and 
add to smoky conditions. One of 
these fires is the Mendocino Com-
plex Fire which is burning around 
Clear Lake, Northeast of Sacramen-
to. The Mendocino Complex recent-
ly became the largest fire in Califor-
nia’s history, growing to over 300,000 
collective acres, or nearly 469 square 
miles, as of press time. 

The Great Basin Unified Air Pollu-
tion Control District continues pro-
viding updated air monitoring data 
for Alpine, Mono and Inyo Counties 
(at www.gbuapcd.org). 

Check out their DIY room filter (at 
right) for some relief from the cur-
rent smoky conditions. 



YOSEMITE
continued from page 1

see YOSEMITE, page 20

growing up in a fire zone, and how 
climate change could change the 
face of Yosemite Valley. 

It’s one of the host of issues that 
Romero is tackling with his new 
podcast (for those not in the know, 
a podcast is basically a radio show 
for smartphones) on Yosemite. 
“This isn’t some 
feel-good podcast 
where I’m going 
to list the top 10 
hikes in Yosemite, 
or give you pro 
tips on how to win 
the lottery to go up 
Half Dome,” says 
Romero in his first 
episode. “I want to 
explore the ques-
tion of ‘How do 
we share Yosemite 
with the world, 
and not ruin this 
place?’” 

“Yosemiteland” 
tackles the less 
glamorous side of 
a park that sees 
some four million 
visitors a year (and 
climbing—in 2016, Yosemite hit a 
record with more than five million 
visitors). Romero covers traffic, af-
fordable housing, dead bears and a 
changing climate resulting in events 
like the deadly Ferguson Fire. 

Romero, who has worked as an 

me, where is Starbucks? I pointed to 
[Yosemite] lodge, and they all jetted 
over there.”  

He elucidates the business of 
running the concessions in the 
park, including the controversial 
name changes that took place when 
concessionaire Aramark took over 
for Delaware North Companies, who 
had quietly trademarked names like 
“Ahwahnee” and “Curry Village.” He 
talks about running the park like the 
business it is—Aramark is poised 
to make an estimated $2 billion on 
their Yosemite contract—and how, 

the Top!” shirts that most visitors 
come away with after visiting one of 
the nation’s most popular national 
parks. 

“I wanted to talk about the future 
of this place,” says Romero, particu-
larly in a time when visitorship to 
National Parks is soaring nationwide 
at the same time that governmental 
support for infrastructure is waning. 

Episode 1, entitled “Selfie Trap,” 
sees Romero buying a grande vanilla 
latte at the new Yosemite Valley Star-
bucks and strolling amongst throngs 
of other tourists to visit Yosemite 
Falls. “Some tourists actually asked 
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environmental reporter for five years 
for for Valley Public Radio in Fresno, 
grew up in Dinuba (on the outskirts 
of Fresno). His parents were big 
campers, and pilgrimages to Yo-
semite were common. But when he 
was a kid, he says, he never noticed 
most of the aspects of the park that 

he talks about in 
Yosemiteland. 
Yosemite was (and 
still is) one of his 
favorite places 
on earth, he says. 
However, nowa-
days, “visiting Yo-
semite feels more 
like a chore.” 

Romero had 
written a series 
last fall for Val-
ley Public Radio 
about affordable 
housing in Yosem-
ite gateway com-
munities Oakhurst 
and Mariposa. 
“When I got hired 
[at Capital Pub-
lic Radio], they 
wanted me to do a 

podcast about endangered species” 
in Yosemite, he said. 

“I just thought it was going to be 
boring.” 

Romero wanted to do a show 
about the nitty gritty, beyond the 
stuffed marmots and “I Made it to 

IT’S 
TIME TO 
CLIMB
Come experience Mammoth’s 
newest big mountain adventure – 
the Via Ferrata. With steel cables for 
safety, iron rungs, and suspended 
bridges, no experience is required 
to ascend this alpine adventure. 
Six rugged routes climb the cliffs 
of Mammoth Mountain, offering 
the perfect activity for families, 
groups or individuals ages 10+. 

VIA FERRATA GUIDED TOURS
DAILY AT 9AM & 1PM

TOURS START AUGUST 11

Selfie trap: Capital Public Radio’s Ezra David Romero tackles the complicated popularity 
of Yosemite National Park. 

PHOTO COURTESY EZRA DAVID ROMERO

I want to explore the 

question of ‘How do we 

share Yosemite with the 

world, and not ruin this 

place?’

”

“

-Ezra David Romero, host of 
“Yosemiteland”
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see THESBIAN, page 15

What do you do when theatre participation is mandatory? Join a post-apocalyptic version of “Macbeth” 
THE RELUCTANT THESBIAN 
By Benham 

The first thing Jack Lunch said 
when he walked into the office 
was, “I signed you up for Shake-

speare in the Woods.” 
I said, “Okay.”
I wanted to say, “You’re out of your 

mind.”
My acting portfolio was lean. The 

last time I was in a play was in 2008. 
I was the mayor in my eighth grade 
class’s rendition of “Bye Bye Birdie”. 
Participation was mandatory. If the 
script allowed, the director would 
have cast me as plywood. I said my 
lines and waited for the cast party with 
the hot tub.

That wasn’t my first role as mayor. 
In an (also mandatory) fifth grade per-
formance of “Wizard of Oz,” I was the 
Mayor of Oz. And, in a (mandatory) 
fourth grade play of “Captain Hook,” I 
featured in the pirate choir. 

I skipped the first rehearsal as a 
favor to Sierra Classic Theatre. If I 
didn’t show up, they couldn’t miss me. 
The following day, Lunch told me if I 
missed another rehearsal I wouldn’t 
get paid. Macbeth was suddenly…
mandatory.

Zac, my coworker and now co-actor, 
picked up my script. The dramatus 

personae didn’t list a mayor. I read it 
again to be sure.

“Set-builder, stage sweeper, coffee 
getter,” flashed in my mind’s marquee. 

During my first rehearsal, Susan 
Dalian, the Director, told me to read 
Ross’ lines. Ross is a thane of Scotland. 
A thane is landowner and general—a 
Scottish stiff. Ross delivers news and 
stands up straight. His homeland is his 
first love. His family is absent—or he’s 
absent from them.

At the end of the final battle, Ross 
relishes the sight of Macbeth’s severed 
head and the news that Lady Macbeth 
killed herself. 

I hadn’t read Macbeth, so I picked 
up a copy to study. I figured it was 
similar to Hamlet: A prince, his king, 
power grabs, murder, woods shrouded 
in mist. 

Macbeth is not Hamlet.
On top of the power grabs and mur-

der, there’s war. Mists shroud woods. 
Violence and death are the only 
characters more prominent than the 
family Macbeth.

Dalian has adapted the story to the 
year 2069. Civilization has collapsed. 
The nuclear winter has lifted. Small 

ARTS

Marcus Nobreus (Banquo), Airen Neely Chaconas (Lady Macbeth) and Mike 
Dostrow (Macbeth). 

PHOTO COURTESY SIERRA CLASSIC THEATRE
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Small groups battle for scarce re-
sources: Horse meat, wine, and water. 
The Elizabethan English remains. 
Shakespeare’s words, like cockroaches, 
survive the apocalypse and thrive in 
the harsh environment. 

Though timeless enough to survive 
the apocalypse, they are still tough 
to memorize. I 
mumbled my lines 
in bed and shouted 
them into my rear-
view mirror. For 
a laugh, I listened 
to This American 
Life’s “Fiasco” 
about a perfor-
mance of Peter Pan 
that bombed. In my 
darker moments, I 
rooted on the Lions 
Fire.

I asked myself: Is 
Macbeth a first or 
last name?

Regardless, the 
name ravages 
Scottish political 
order. Ross and the rest of the Scottish 
ranks crown the Macbeths, making 
them complicit in Scotland’s demise. 
Duncan and Banquo are murdered, 
but won’t leave.

If their ghosts could talk, the 
Macduffs might live. There might be 
resolution—a simple execution, dip-
lomatic resolution, peace talks… but, 
it turns out, war is the only resolution. 

There are parallels to modern politics.
After a summer of rehearsals, it’s 

showtime. Smoke or no smoke, the 
show goes on. And if the town burns, 
consider it part of the set. We’ll be at 
The Woods (formerly Sam’s Woodsite), 
saving Scotland.

At the end of my first rehearsal, 
Mike Dostrow 
(Macbeth), made 
me sign a contract 
with Sierra Classic 
Theatre. I skipped 
the fine print and 
skimmed the big 
print. Hopefully, Si-
erra Classic Theatre 
will have to cover 
any and all injuries 
I sustain from pro-
jectiles thrown by 
the crowd or other 
performers. Lunch 
is bringing a box of 
tomatoes. I doubt 
he has the arm to 
reach the stage.

Sierra Classic 
Theatre’s performance of “Macbeth” 
runs two weekends only, August 10-12 
and 16-19. Shows begin at 6 p.m. Sug-
gested donations of $15 are encour-
aged, as is picknicking. Beer, wine and 
hot beverages are for sale. Bring a low 
back chair, or use chairs provided.

Visit www.sierraclassictheatre.org 
for more information, or see ad, p. 3. 

Clockwise from top: Jenna Lynch (foreground) plays the daughter of 
Macduff; above her are Sam Taylor (Malcom) and Michelle Raust as Lady 
Macduff. Mike Dostrow and Airen Neely Chaconas play the Lord and Lady 
Macbeth. Maurice Cooper (Macduff) in the mist-shrouded woods of 2069.

I figured [Macbeth] 

was similar to Hamlet: A 

prince, his king, power 

grabs, woods shrouded 

in mist. 

Macbeth is not Hamlet.

”

“

-Benham
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Rachel Lockhart brings back the June Lake Theater Festival for a second (free) year
A LABOR OF LOVE IN JUNE LAKE 
The June Lake Theater Festi-

val will return to the Loop on 
Saturday, August 25, hosted by 

founder and director Rachel Lock-
hart. Lockhart, a professional actor 
and producer, is offering the festival 
free of charge—there will be donation 
boxes at the doors for people to pay 
what they can. 

Lockhart lives in Orange County 
with her husband, Brett, and their 
five-month-old son, Elijah. Her 
father-in-law, Ralph Lockhart, runs 
Double Eagle Resort and Spa, which 
will host this year’s event. Rachel 
didn’t grow up going to June, but her 
family made regular trips to the East-
ern Sierra. 

She’s been acting all her life. In the 
seventh grade, she transferred into 
Orange County School of the Arts 
(the alma mater of the television 
show Glee—it wasn’t exactly like the 
show, says Lockhart, but it was pretty 
similar).

Lockhart started the June Lake 
Theater Festival because she saw an 
absence of theater in June Lake, she 
said. Mammoth has Sierra Classic 
Theatre and Mammoth Repertory 
Theatre, two film festivals, as well as 
countless concerts and music festi-
vals. Hosting this free festival is a way 
for her to give back to the community 
through the arts. 

The Sheet asked Lockhart to re-

By Miczulski
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count her proudest and most embar-
rassing moments on the stage. “I’ve 
fallen on my face in front of an audi-
ence…food in my teeth…everything 
you can imagine.” She said she was 
grateful that audiences are forgiving. 

“In live theater there are no take-
backs,” says Lockhart. “If you are 
doing live theater, you’ve probably 
embarrassed yourself. That’s what 
makes it great, too.”

In her proudest moment, Lockhart 
directed her own production, “The 
Death of Eurydice”, which premiered 
at last year’s Hollywood Fringe Festi-
val. 

One of this year’s performances is 
being devised the week before the 
festival. That means that the director 
and actors will arrive to the site with-
out having worked together. They will 
learn lines, blocking, and develop the 
emotional fabric of the story in seven 
days. Then they will have to adapt 
the performance to fit the space and 
perform within it. It’s theater’s version 
of BASE jumping. 

Lockhart stressed the importance 
of bringing together the beauty of 
nature and art.

“The whole thing is about being 
able to create art in nature,” she said, 
hence the festival’s location outdoors 
in June Lake.

“If we did this indoors, what would 
be the difference between doing it 

in LA?” she asked. “We’re making art 
that comes alive because of the envi-
ronment.”

The performance space is on the 
lawn at the Double Eagle, which 
features a portable stage. Lockhart is 
letting directors decide how to set up 
the space. They can move the stage 
around for different backgrounds or 
do performances in the round.

Lockhart explained that, “Everyone, 
including actors and directors, are 

donating their time” to help the event 
come to fruition. 

The festival will be held one day 
only, on Saturday, August 18. That 
jam-packed day will feature free 
theater workshops for children and 
adults, short performances. The 
evening, settle in for dinner on the 
lawn at Double Eagle with pre-show 
entertainment, followed by an hour 
and a half performance under the set-
ting sun and then the stars. 

“Because it’s new and we’re still 
getting the word out we just want to 
keep it simple,” she said. 

There will be four free community 
workshops, three more than last year. 
Lockhart is excited about the new 
offerings, but doesn’t want to force a 
large festival on a small town. “We’re 
still trying to figure out what really 
serves the community,” she said. 

Next year she hopes to add another 
day to the event, as well as more free 
workshops.

The June Lake Theater Festival’s 
second year will be held at the 
Double Eagle Resort and Spa, 5587 
Highway 158, June Lake. All events 
are free to the public, but donations 
are accepted. RSVP for workshops 
and performances at www.junelake-
theaterfestival.com. Food & pre-show 
from 6-7 p.m. and the performance 
runs from 7-8:30 p.m. See ad, p. 3 for 
a workshop schedule. 

June Lake Theater Festival founder 
and director Rachel Lockhart with 
son, Elijah. 

PHOTO COURTESY RACHEL LOCKHART



Help Wanted

Sierra Employment Services, Inc. is hir-
ing for the following positions:

Sierra Employment Services, Inc. is hir-
ing for the following positions:

Executive Assistant M DOE
Class A/B Driver $19-$25

Front Desk Assistant M $13
Front Desk Agent M $12 - $15

Journeyman Carpenter M DOE
Administrative Assistant B $15-$20

Mechanical Maintenance I M $18.41- 
$25.35

 Call 760.924.0523 or 760.873.8599
See our full job list online 

www.SierraEmployment.com

   Mammoth Rock & Bowl/Mammoth 
Rock Brasserie has the following posi-
tions available. Bowling Desk Employees, 
Server, Bartender, Brasserie Hostess. 
Contact Stephan 760.709.0559, or Ann 
Ward ext. 221.    
      

    
 

For Hire
Z-Z-ZIPPERS! Quality work, speedy 

service. Sportswear, parkas, pants, packs & 
duffels. Hems, too! Call 760.873.4499.
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Mammoth Spa Creations is looking 
for additional member for its team. This 
is a  Full Time, Year Round position. We 
have an immediate opening for an Office/
Sales Associate position. This position 
also offers vacation accrual, benefits and 
paid holidays. Experience is preferred, but 
not required. Some heavy lifting, a clean 
background and clean DMV is required. 
Please call 760.924.3091 or stop by the 
store located at 1401 Tavern Rd. Mam-
moth Lakes for more information and to 
pick up an application.

 Part-time night audit position at 
Sierra Lodge. Must be available to work 11 
p.m.-7 a.m. shifts. Must have work experi-
ence demonstrating direct interaction 
with people. Previous hospitality experi-
ence not required. Starting hourly wages 
DOE. Deliver resume in person or pick 
up application at Sierra Lodge, 3540 Main 
Street, or send to info@sierralodge.com. 

     The Alpenhof Lodge is looking for 
friendly, customer service oriented indi-
viduals to add to our team.  We are cur-
rently hiring for the following positions: 
Breakfast Attendant and Housekeep-
ing.  Full time & part time positions are 
available.  Positions can be seasonal but 
preferably year round. Must be available 
to work weekends and holidays.  Please 
apply in person at 6080 Minaret Rd, Mam-
moth. 
  

Café Team Member JOIN OUR TEAM!  
Great Basin Bakery is seeking energetic 
early risers to join our retail team for 
full-time and part-time shifts.  Excellent 
customer service and strong work ethic 
required.  Ability to work scheduled shifts 
consistently and reliably and a willing-
ness to help others. Duties include basic 
food and beverage prep, POS operation, 
and cleaning/stocking the Café. Must be 
able to begin as early as 05:00 A.M., work 
weekends and holidays, and an ability to 
work in high pressure situations. Food 
service experience and a current CA food 
handlers card are a plus.  Apply in Person 
at 275 South Main St. Bishop, CA.

    

DOMINO’S NOW HIRING! Looking for 
THREE delivery drivers. Must have a good 
driving record and good customer service 
skills. Minimum wage plus tips, the more 
hours you work the more you make! 
Come be a part of a fun, fast-paced team 
that strives for top quality and service in 
Mammoth! Applicants must have their 
own vehicle, over 18 and have over two 
years driving experience. Apply in store at 
1934 Meridian Blvd. Across from Vons.    

  Full time retail sales position in 
Bishop sporting goods store.  Friendly, 
self starter, experienced. Management 
and pay based on experience.  Apply 
at Mammoth Gear Exchange and/or to 
orders@mammothgear.com.
       Mammoth Spa Creations is looking 
for additional member for its team. This 
is a  Full Time, Year Round position. We 
have an immediate opening for an Spa 
Maintenance position. This position also 
offers vacation accrual, benefits and paid 
holidays. Experience is preferred, but 
not required. Some heavy lifting, a clean 
background and clean DMV is required. 
Please call 760.924.3091 or stop by the 
store located at 1401 Tavern Rd. Mam-
moth Lakes for more information and to 
pick up an application.      

Help Wanted Help Wanted

   The Town of Mammoth Lakes is looking 
for a Temporary Fleet/Office Assistant to 
help out with general administrative and 
some limited technical tasks in our me-
chanical shop. 15-20 hours per week, abil-
ity to be flexible. $13.40 - $15.51/hour. To 
apply, visit www.townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov. Application deadline: August 12.

Elixir Superfood and Juice is now hir-
ing for all positions on its opening team. 
Seeking prep cooks, service staff and team 
leaders. To apply, visit www.enjoyelixir.
com/jobs or drop off your resume at 3325 
Main St. in Mammoth.
    Seeking upbeat, professional and 
experienced Bartenders, Bar Backs and 
Cocktail Servers to join our opening team 
in June Lake, beginning in August! Apply 
online at www.balancedrocksaloon.com/
apply Volunteers Needed!
    Do you like Dogs? Do you want to 
work with dogs? We have openings for 
Mushers/Handlers, Trail work and Ken-
nel Positions. For further info, call Jim 
760.914.1019. “NO Drama Queens”    
    The Double Eagle Resort & Spa is Hir-
ing!  We are seeking an Experienced Chef 
and Line Cook to join our team in June 
Lake!  Candidates will be professional, 
self-motivated, and passionate about 
their work. Compensation and Benefits 
are experience and flexibility based and 
competitive. Please submit resume to 
elr@doubleeagle.com. We look forward to 
hearing from you! 

For Sale 

   DOMINO’S NOW HIRING!! Two full 
time management positions available. 
Must be able to pass a background check, 
Have a good driving history, And willing 
to learn how to manage and run shifts. 
Looking for an assistant manager and 
a shift runner. Starting wage is $12.25/
hr, wages increase with knowledge and 
ability. We are a fun, fast paced team and 
strive for customer service! Apply in store 
at 1934 Meridian Blvd. (across from Vons)        
   Maintenance Personnel Needed
Full or Part Time, Year-Round position 
available for busy rental management 
company. Previous experience preferred, 
training provided. Looking for reliable, 
responsible, hard-working candidates 
with positive work ethic. Competitive pay. 
Email resume to sarah@mammothsierra-
online.com, call 760.934.8372 or stop by 
1914 Meridian Blvd.
   Property Management Company in 
Mammoth Looking for responsible, hon-
est, organized person to join our team. 
Must have reliable 4 wheel drive vehicle. 
Year round position, 2 weekends a month 
including nights on-call. Wages start at 
$16 per hour d.o.e. Above qualifications 
are non-negotiable. Please email resume 
to Jackie@NomadnessRentals.com

Mammoth Chevron Auto, Truck and 
RV repair seeking a full time and part 
time mechanic for it’s busy shop. Year 
round positions available. Very com-
petitve wage and commission is com-
mensurate with knowledge and experi-
ence. Call Karl at 760.934.8111 or email at 
karl@mammothchevron. com.  

Assistant manager needed at La Resi-
dence 4 and 5 condos in Mammoth.
2 days a week, maybe more. Work in-
cludes: lawn care, pool/spa care, snow 
removal on walkways. Pick up applica-
tion at entry to pool/spa on Azimuth St.  
between Sierra Nevada and Meridian.   
Call 760.937.5646 for more details and to 
submit application.

Established ground transportation 
company, My Mammoth Shuttle for sale. 
Established book of repeat business since 
2009. Buy the vehicle and client list or 
just the client list. Interested parties send 
email to mdeeds93546@gmail.com

Holiday Haus Motel and Hostel Now 
Hiring for year round permanent position 
for a Front Desk Manager,and Part-time 
Housekeeper. Excellent pay DOE.Please 
contact Todd Roberts at 760.934.2414 or 
stop by and see us in person at 3905 Main 
Street in Mammoth Lakes. 

Seeking a FT, year-round, skilled 
worker to join our grounds crew team. 
Afternoon and evening position. Must 
be willing to work weekends. Individual 
must be able to lift 30 lbs. and have basic 
maintenance skills. Position starts at $13/
hour. Email Chaviel for an application at 
cmarquez@mammothresorts.com.    
    Spend Your Summer in June Lake!
Gull Lake Lodge has immediate openings
 for an experienced Housekeeper and 
Front Desk Attendant.  Full and/or part 
time. Please call 760.648.7516 for more 
info or come in. 132 Bruce Street, June 
Lake. 
   Stellar Brew seeks an experienced 
kitchen person with a love for food. You 
will make burritos, wraps and salads with 
an amazing crew of fun, hardworking 
people.  You must be self motivated and 
able to keep up with a fast paced environ-
ment. Good $$ and a great team!  Send 
your resume to stellarbrew@gmail.com or 
call 760.914.1343 for more information.

   Come work at the premier sports shop 
in Mammoth Lakes! We are looking for 
an experienced year-round Full-Time 
Sales Associate.  Submit your resume at 
footloose@footloosesports.com, or stop 
by the store to fill out an application.    

YOSEMITE
continued from page 13

really, it’s always been a business. 
“People don’t realize that during 

the early days, there was a hotel 
on top  of Nevada falls,” said Scott 
Gediman, Chief of Media Affairs in 
Yosemite. “They were all businesses, 
and they all had the equivalent of 
a concession contract. These ‘com-
mercial services’ have always been a 
part of Yosemite.” 

He also tackles traffic, and its 
sometimes-tragic consequences. In 
Episode 2, “Take me Away,” he inter-
views Ryan Leahy, a wildlife biologist 
who explains that visitors speeding 
through the park killed a recorded 13 
bears in 2017 (and those are just the 
ones that were reported). 

Of course, it’s not all corporate 
America and fire and brimstone. 
Episode 3, “On the Rock,” finds 
Romero interviewing old school 
Yosemite rock climbers and tracing 
the sport’s path from when climbers 
were considered a nuisance in the 
park to today, when climbers like 
Alex Honnold (who “free soloed” 
Yosemite’s El Capitan without using 
any ropes in June of last year) are 
considered celebrities. 

And Romero has more up his 
sleeve—future episodes will cover 
affordable housing and the rise of 
Airbnb (Romero says the Oakhurst 
tourism bureau says 200 new Airb-
nbs come on the market each year 
in their area), Native American 
voices, and threatened wildlife. A 
final episode will, Romero hopes, 
feature comments from listeners to 
the show and their ideas about how 
to keep the park from being loved to 
death. 

He says the show has gotten a 
pretty solid reception so far. 

“The first two episodes were in the 
top 200 news and politics” podcasts, 
Romero said. And two weeks ago, in 
Philadelphia, he attended a podcast 
conference (yes, that’s a thing), “and 
a lot of the big networks knew about 
the podcast.” It probably doesn’t 
hurt that Capital Public Radio’s par-
ent station is the ubiquitous NPR. 

Abridged versions of Yosemiteland 
are also appearing on Cap Radio, 
said Romero, 4-minute glimpses 
into the longer show, which is avail-
able online only. 

So what’s his final take on the park, 
after delving into all of this stuff? 
Is Yosemite still one of his favorite 
places in the world? Is it worth the 
hassle to see it? If he had kids, would 
he try and give them the same expe-
rience he had when he was young? 

“If I had kids, I would definitely 
take them to the park. I bring my 
friends to the park who have never 
been,” says Romero, who adds that 
he’s more of a “dispersed camper” 
than a campground dweller. He likes 
to get away from the crowds. 

In that vein, “I make [my friends] 
get out of Yosemite Valley. I’d do 
that tour for a day, but I’d take them 
somewhere else, where we can be by 
ourselves.”

Find “Yosemiteland” on apps like 
Apple Podcasts, Stitcher, or wherever 
you find your podcasts. New epi-
sodes come out every Monday. 
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calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC
Happy Hour/
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill 
Slider Mondays (3 mini burgers for 
$6) and Wine Wednesdays (live jazz 
on the patio from 4-7 and happy hour 
wine from 3-close) See ad, p. 9.
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour
Monday: All Night Happy Hour (4 
p.m.-close),Tues-Friday, Happy Hour 
from 4-6 p.m. Tuesday: $2.50 Tacos 
4-9 pm; Wing Wednesday 50% off all 
wings 6-9 p.m. Thursday: Burger & 
Beer special 6-9 p.m. See ad, p. 11.
Morrison’s Happy Hour Daily, 5-7 
p.m.
Mammoth Rock ‘N’ Bowl
Monday: $4 games @ 9 p.m. Tuesday: 
$2 street tacos, $2 games and $2 
shoes. Wednesday: $10 large cheese 
or single topping pizza and 2 for 1 
bowling. Thursday: Ladies Night, 
ladies bowl 2 free games, plus shoes. 
Friday and Saturday: Cosmic Bowling 
9 p.m. Saturday-Sunday: Kids bowl 
free 4-7 p.m. See ad, p. 9.  
Petra’s Bistro & Wine Bar
Happy hour 5-7 p.m. daily. $5-10 
menu items and drink specials. See 
ad, p. 15. 
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour 4:30-7 
p.m. daily. $5 dollar menu items, 
drink specials. See ad, p. 15. 
East Side Bake Shop Open Thursday-
Monday. Live Music and dinner every 
Saturday. See ad, p. 6.
Roberto’s 4-6 p.m. daily. 
Austria Hof Happy hour 5-7:30 p.m. 
daily. Tuesday: Baja fish tacos, $3.50. 
Thursday: Poke tacos 3/$9. See ad, p. 
13.
Samurai Mon.-Thurs. 4 p.m.-close, 
20% off all alcohol in bar. Karaoke 
Night every Fri. & Sat. 9-11:30 p.m. 
See ad, p. 7.
Whitebark Restaurant Bar & Lounge 
Unwind with daily drink and food 
specials 4-6 p.m. 
Mammoth’s famous Slocums Happy 
Hour Mon-Fri 4-6 p.m.; Saturdays, 
Sundays 4-5:30 p.m. See ad, p. 5. 
Mammoth Tavern Happy Hour 
Tuesday-Sunday 3:30-5:30 p.m. 
Closed Mondays.
Smokeyard weekend Happy Hour 4-6 
p.m. in the bar only.
Side Door Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m. 
Giovanni’s Happy Hour daily 4-6 p.m. 
Large pizza and a pitcher of beer gets 
you free wings.
Lakanuki Happy Hour daily 3-6 p.m., 
$4.50 margaritas, Mai Tais. Happy 
Hour drink specials 10 p.m.-close.
Black Velvet Coffee’s Happy Hour 
daily 4-6 p.m. 
Shelter Distilling (Village at 
Mammoth) free tasting hour 3-4 p.m.
See ad, p. 8. 

August 10-11/
Eastern Sierra Symphony Summer 
Festival. See sidebar, next page and ad, 
p. 3.
Mammoth Margarita Festival at the 
Village at Mammoth. 

Saturday, August 11/
String Theory plays the dinner hour 
@ East Side Bake Shop in McGee 
Creek. 6 p.m. See ad p. 6.

Sunday, August 12/
Tarantula plays The Mobil Mart in 
Lee Vining. Time: 4-7 p.m. Free. See ad 
p. 23.
Milo Cagle plays the lunch hour @ 
East Side Bake Shop in McGee Creek. 
1-3 p.m. See ad p. 6.

Monday, August 13/
Bishop City Band plays Bishop City 
Park Gazebo. Starts 8 p.m. Free.
Salsa and Cumbia dance class at 
Mammoth Brewing Co. 7-9 p.m. 

Wednesday, August 15/
Happy hour jazz on Liberty’s patio 
with Eddy Evans. Starts 4 p.m.

Thursday, August 16/
Bodie 601 plays The Mobil Mart in 
Lee Vining. 6-9 p.m. See ad p. 23.

August 17-18/
Grass play Rafters. 10 p.m. Free. 

Saturday, August 18/
Me and Thee plays the dinner hour @ 
East Side Bake Shop in McGee Creek. 
6 p.m. See ad p. 6.

Sunday, August 19/
Daughters Rea play the Mobil in Lee 
Vining. 4-7 p.m. Free. See ad, p. 23. 
Devil’s Box String Band play the lunch 
hour @ East Side Bake Shop. 1-3 p.m. 
Free. See ad, p. 6. 

TOWN STUFF

August 10-11/
Mammoth Margarita Festival at the 
Village at Mammoth. 
9th annual JJ Davis Memorial One-
Pitch Softball Tournament. Games 
begin at 8 a.m. both days. Bishop 
City Park. Sign-up and info: Debbie, 
775.233.3156 or Katelyn, 775.846. 
8690. Volunteers needed.
 
August 10-12/
Sierra Classic Theatre’s Shakespeare 
in the Woods presents: Macbeth. 
6 p.m. Thurs-Sun @ The Woods at 
Mammoth Lakes (formerly Sam’s 
Woodsite). See sidebar page 19, story, 
p. 14 and ad, p. 2. 

Saturday, August 11/
Crowley Lake Stillwater Classic host-
ed by the Crowley Lake Fish Camp. 
Catch-and-release benefit tourney for 
fisheries enhancement. Great prizes 
and gear. Rules/registration: www.
crowleylakefishcamp.com. 
Friends of Bodie Day. Daytime 
festivities include tours and history 
presentations. Evening BBQ dinner 
requires membership in the Bodie 
Foundation. Info: 760.932.7574. 
Bishop Paiute Tribe COSA Bird Walk. 
8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Meet @ BLM/
Forest Service Building on W. Line St., 
Bishop.
Doubles Tennis Social @ Snowcreek. 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. $10/members, 
$15/non-members. Info: Russ, 
760.709.1737.
Friends of the Inyo hike: Storytelling 
in the natural world. Time: 10 a.m.- 2 
p.m. Meet @ Mosquito Flats Trailhead 
in Rock Creek. 760.873.6500.
64th annual Firemen’s BBQ in June 
Lake. Begins 12 p.m. @ Gull Lake 
Park. See sidebar, page 19.
Northern Mono County Hospice 
Luau, Auction and Fundraiser. Cock-
tails @ 5:30 p.m., dinner @ 6:30. Loca-
tion: Walker Community Center. Tix: 
$20/adult, $15/child (12 and under). 
RSVP: 760.616.4787. Wear Hawaiian 
clothes.
Convict Lake Trail Day with MLTS. 
Meet 8:30 @ end of Convict Lake Rd. 
Breakfast by NY Deli & Bagel, lunch by 
Bleu. traildays@mltpa.org for info. 

Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

WHAT GOES GREAT WITH 
SHAKESPEARE? BEER!

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

• Chicken & Beef Teriyaki
• Tempura • Tonkatsu • Sukiyaki
• Calamari • Sushi
• Full Service Cocktail Bar
   & Lounge

760-872-4801
Open at 5 p.m.

635 N. Main St. 
Bishop

25 years of experience

         japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar

BARS & MUSIC
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calendar of events
Eastern Sierra Symphony Festival

The Eastern Sierra Symphony 
Summer Festival is back (not to 
mention free). Come listen to world 
class classical at St. Joseph’s Church. 
Edwin Outwater and Anne Wind-
struck will be the conductors.

Friday night includes George 
Walker’s “Lyric” for strings, Nielsen’s 
“Clarinet Concerto,” Owen Pallett’s 
“Five Women” for viola, and Haydn’s 
Symphony No. 104.

Saturday features Mozart’s “Over-
ture to The Abduction from the 
Seraglio,” a world premiere of a new 
work by Amir El Saffar and Brahms’s 
Symphony No. 2. Tix: easternsierra-
symphony.org. See ad, p. 3. 

Shakespeare in the Woods 

The Sierra Classic Theatre pres-
ents Macbeth, directed by Susan 
Dalian and set in a post-apocalyptic 
world. The performance runs for two 
weekends: August 10-12 and 16-19. 
Performances are Thursday-Sunday 
at 6 p.m. 

The performance includes mem-
bers of the Sheet staff (tomatoes will 
be available at the door). 

The Woods (formerly Sam’s Wood-
site) are located at 5699 Minaret Rd. 
in Mammoth. Picnicking is encour-
aged. Beer, wine and hot drinks for 
sale. Bring a low back chair or use 
chairs provided. $15 suggested do-
nation. Info: sierraclassictheatre.org. 
See ad, p. 2. 

 

Quilt Raffle 

Buy a ticket to win a Jan Daigle 
original monster quilt. All proceeds 
benefit Mammoth Lakes Friends of 
the Library. Raffle tickets are avail-
able at the library for $5. The winner 
will be drawn September 5. Need 
not be present to win. The quilt is on 
display on the first floor of the Mam-
moth Lakes Library. 

Mammoth Wine Weekend

Mammoth Lakes Community 
Foundation and The Village pres-
ent a weekend of wining and dining 
August 16-19. 

The event kicks off Thursday with 
a Cork Pop Dinner. On Friday night, 
there will be three winemaker din-
ners @ Parallax and the Lakefront 
(sold out) and Whitebark at the Wes-
tin (tix still available). The Wine Walk 
in The Village takes place Saturday 
evening with 40+ wineries pouring.

The weekend concludes with a 
poolside Champagne Brunch at The 
Whitebark on Sunday morning. Tick-
ets: 1.800.626.6684.

Brown Bag Book Club

Mammoth Lakes Library’s Brown 
Bag Club is now reading “A Man 
Called Ove” by Fredrik Backman. The 
club will meet Monday, August 27. 
Bring lunch and an open mind. 

Pick up a copy of the book at the 
library for free. E-Books can be 
downloaded fromoceanofpdf.com/
pdf-epub-a-man-called-ove-down-
load/.  

TOWN STUFF TOWN STUFF
Sunday, August 12/
Sierra Club hike through Mt. Dana’s 
hanging gardens. 8 a.m. Meet @ Lee 
Vining Canyon USFS Station. Info: 
Lynn, 760.914.9016 or amazinglynn@
yahoo.com.
Friends of the Inyo hike. Learn 
how to identify plants. 10 a.m.- 2 
p.m. Location: Meet @Mosquito 
Flats Trailhead in Rock Creek. Info: 
760.873.6500.
Summer Movie Series at The Village. 
Beauty and the Beast (PG). 8 p.m.

Monday, August 13/
Mammoth Mountain Community 
Foundation bike ride. Meet at Foot-
loose Sports @ 4:30 p.m. Plan to ride 
for 1.5 hrs.
OVUSD introduces new Superinten-
dent/Principal Rosanne 
Lampariello. 5 p.m., multi-purpose 
room, 202 S. Clay St. Independence. 
Bishop City Council meets @ 6 p.m. 
City Council Chambers.
Stars over Mono. Stargazing and 
stories. Time: 8:30-10 p.m. Location: 
Mono Lake South Tufa, Lee Vining.
$3/person. Info: 760.647.6595.

Tuesday, August 14/
Mono County Board of Supervisors 
meets. Time: 9 a.m. Location: Mono 
County Courthouse, Bridgeport.
Inyo County Board of Supervisors 
meets. Time: 10 a.m. County Admin-
istrative Center, Independence.
Friends of the Inyo hike: Meadows. 
Time: 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. Meet @ Duck 
Pass Trailhead in Mammoth Lakes 
Basin. Info: 760.873.6500.

Wednesday, August 15/
Friends of the Inyo hike: Hydrology 
Time: 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. Location: Meet 
at Duck Pass Trailhead in Mammoth 
Lakes Basin. Info: 760.873.6500.
Mammoth Town Council meets. 6 
p.m. in Suite Z, Minaret Mall.

AT THE MOVIES
Minaret Cinemas                   

Christopher Robin (PG): A.A. Milne gets the big-screen treatment and it’s not 
a cartoon. Winnie the Pooh helps Christopher Robin deal with a midlife crisis. 

The Meg (PG-13): Megaladon attacks an underwater laboratory and a scien-
tist, Jason Statham fights back. 

For movie times, call 760.934.3131 or visit mammothlakesmovies.com. 

August 16-19/
Sierra Classic Theatre’s Shakespeare 
in the Woods presents: Macbeth. 
6 p.m. Thurs-Sun @ The Woods in 
Mammoth. See story, p. 14 and ad, p. 2.
Mammoth Wine Weekend. Tastings 
and dinners around town. See sidebar, 
this page.

Thursday, August 16/
Trail Work Thursday. Time: 8:30 
a.m.- 12:30 p.m. Meet at Mammoth 
Lakes Visitor Center. Gloves and tools 
provided. Info: 760.873.6500.
Summer Movie Series at The Village. 
Star Wars: The Last Jedi (PG-13). 8 
p.m. Free. 

Friday, August 17/
National Thrift Shop Day @ The 
Cast Off. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Special sale, 
contests, prizes, ice cream social. See 
sidebar, this page. 

August 18-19/
Owens River Water Trail Project, or-
ganized by Friends of the Inyo. Volun-
teers RSVP to julia@friendsoftheinyo.
org. See sidebar, this page.
The Mammoth Open golf tournament 
@ Snowcreek and Sierra Star courses. 
See sidebar, this page.

Saturday, August 18/
June Lake Theatre Festival. All day, 
performance at 7. See story, p. 16 and 
ad, p. 3. 
Hayden Cabin Pioneer Party and 
General Membership Meeting. 6-8 
p.m.@ Hayden Cabin. Members free, 
$15/non-member.
Benton Hot Springs fundraiser at 
Historic Benton Hot Springs. Time: 
3-9 p.m. See sidebar, this page.

Sunday, August 19/
Sierra Club hike to Gibbs Lake. Time: 
9:30 a.m. Meet @ the Mobil in Lee 
Vining. Info: Lynn, 760.914.9016. or 
amazinglynn@yahoo.com.

National Thrift Shop Day

Join the Mammoth Hospital Aux-
iliary at The Cast Off for National 
Thrift Shop Day. The Cast Off will 
be open Friday, August 17, from 11 
a.m.-3 p.m. with a special high-end 
jewelry and clothing boutique, ice 
cream social, contests, prizes and 
sale items.  

Owens River Trail Project

On August 18-19, help Friends of 
the Inyo build a boater’s paradise 
along a six-mile stretch of the Lower 
Owens River outside of Lone Pine.  
The project will add ADA accessible 
put-in and take-out points where all 
people can float, fish, and swim. The 
Water Trail will be the first of its kind 
in California. Volunteers RSVP to 
Julia at julia@friendsoftheinyo.org. 
Info: 760.873.6500.

June Lake Fireman’s BBQ

Support June Lake’s firefighters 
at the 64th Annual June Lake Fire 
Department Barbecue on Saturday 
August 11.

Enjoy a BBQ, beverages, desserts, 
exhibitions, games and activities. 
The event is held at Gull Lake Park, 
and begins around noon. Proceeds 
go to the Fire Department’s infra-
structure and equipment. Info: June 
Lake Fire Department, 760.648.7390

The Mammoth Open

Take on Mammoth Lakes’ 27 
pristine holes of golf in this fun and 
challenging 2-day tournament. The 
Mammoth Open makes two loops 
(18 holes) around Snowcreek Golf 
Course on Saturday and finishes 
with another 18 at Sierra Star Golf 
Course on Sunday.

It’s an individual stroke play tour-
nament. Skins games are available. 
There will be three divisions: Cham-
pionship, First, and Women’s.

Lunch provided both days. Info: Si-
erra Star Golf Course, 760.924.4653.

Benton Hot Springs Fundraiser

On Saturday, August 18, join the 
Historic Benton Hot Springs non-
profit for a fundraiser at the hot 
springs. Listen to music, dance and 
dine. Dress in period attire from 
1865-1910. 

The event runs from 3-9 p.m. 
$75/person. Limited camping and 
lodging available. Location: 55137 
CA-120, Benton. Reservations: 
760.933.2287.

Hayden Cabin Pioneer Party

Hayden Cabin hosts a Pioneer 
Party and General Membership 
Meeting on Saturday, August 18. 
The party runs from 6-8 p.m. at the 
Hayden Cabin.

Members get in free. Non-mem-
bers pay $15. There’ll be music from 
Sandy and the High Country, Cold 
Creek BBQ and a cash bar. Info: 
mammothmuseum.org
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CONGRESS
continued from page 11

   PUBLIC NOTICE  
Notice Inviting Bids

Requests for Public Comment

GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL 
DISTRICT REQUEST FOR BIDS
Bid Number 2018-V1
One (1) New 2018 or 2019 High-Clearance 4-Door 
4-Wheel-Drive Sport Utility Vehicle

The Clerk of the Board is requesting bids for: one 
(1) new 2018 or 2019 model high- clearance 4-door 
4-wheel drive sport utility vehicle with high and low-
range 4-wheel drive capability.
Sealed bids will be accepted until 3:00 p.m. on Thurs-
day, August 16, 2018 at which time all bids received 
will be opened.

For detailed specifications, bid information and 
special requirements, contact the Clerk of the Board 
by telephone at (760) 872-8211, in person, or by mail 
at 157 Short Street, Bishop, California 93514, or at the 
District’s website, www.gbuapcd.org, under What’s 
New. Questions regarding this request for bids should 
be directed to Mr. Chris Lanane or Ms. Valerie Thorp 
at the above address and phone number.

TS #2018-0154

THE GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CON-
TROL DISTRICT REQUESTS PUBLIC COMMENT ON 
THE DISTRICTS DECISION TO ALLOW CONSTRUC-
TION AND OPERATION OF A GEOTHERMAL INJEC-
TION WELL AT CASA DIABLO KNOWN GEOTHER-
MAL RESOURCE AREA (MAMMOTH PACIFIC)

Pursuant to District Rule 205, the District solicits 
public comment on proposed permit to be granted to 
Mammoth Pacific, L.P. for a geothermal injection well 
within the Casa Diablo Known Geothermal Resource 
Area off US 395 at State Route 203, Mammoth Lakes, 
CA.  This well will be east of Hwy 395, and east of Old 
Highway, near the existing G2/G3 power plant.

Proposed permit conditions and supporting docu-
ments are available for inspection at the District of-
fice.  The facility will be operated in compliance with 
all District, state and federal air quality standards 
and regulations.  The District will accept written 
comments in its office until the close of business 
on September 3, 2018.  Submit comments to: Great 
Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District, 157 Short 
Street, Bishop, California 93514. 

TS #2018-0156

Notice of Ordinance

MONO COUNTY SERVICE AREA NO. 1
Serving Crowley Lake, Sunny Slopes, Tom’s Place, 
Aspen Springs, Long Valley, McGee Creek

There is one existing vacancy on the Mono County 
Service Area No. 1 Board of Directors.  CSA1 acts 
as an advisory Board to the Mono County Board of 
Supervisors and through the LAFCO process recently 
had the powers of the District broadened.  CSA1 was 
initially formed to oversee TV service in the District 
which includes the Geothermal Plant to the North, the 
Airport, Long Valley, Crowley Lake, and Aspen Springs 
and Tom’s Place/Sunny Slopes to the South.  

In recent years the Board has overseen the construc-
tion of the Crowley Lake Community Center, the 
Crowley Lake Skate Park, the Community Garden and 
the landscape improvements.  Some of the recent ex-
panded powers include recreation, including, but not 
limited to, parks, playground equipment, skate parks, 
parkways, trails, community garden and various types 
of recreational events and activities, etc., surveil-
lance, prevention, abatement and control of pests, 
vectors and vector-borne diseases, street lighting, 
landscaping, signage and artwork on public property, 
conversion of existing overhead electrical and com-
munications facilities, flood control and drainage, the 
acquisition, construction, improvement and provision 
of programs, classes and other activities supporting 
usage and enjoyment of community facilities, includ-
ing, but not limited to, cultural facilities, child care 
centers, community center, libraries, museums and 
theaters.
If you reside and are a registered voter within the 
District boundaries and have an interest in provid-
ing your time and energy as a Board member on 
CSA1, please send your written application to:  Mono 
County Services Area No. 1, PO Box 3861, Mammoth 
Lakes, CA 93546.  For more information please contact 
the Board Secretary, Marianne O’Connor at (760) 
934-6299. 

TS #2018-0159

Notice of Vacancy

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES
Notice is hereby given that on August 1, 2018 the Town 
Council adopted an Ordinance entitled:

ORDINANCE NO. 18-04
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 
TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, STATE OF CALIFOR-
NIA, AMENDING MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 1, 
GENERAL PROVISIONS.
by the following vote:
AYES: Councilmembers Salcido, Stapp, Went-
worth, Mayor Pro Tem Sauser, and Mayor Hoff
NOES: None  
ABSENT: None   
ABSTAIN: None
DISQUALIFICATION:  None 

A certified copy of the complete text of the Ordinance 
is posted and may be read at the Town Offices, Mina-
ret Mall, Old Mammoth Road, Mammoth Lakes, and /
or a copy may be obtained from the office of the Town 
Clerk at a nominal charge.
Dated:  August 2, 2018

JAMIE GRAY, Town Clerk
Town of Mammoth Lakes 
 TS #2018-0160

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF
RICHARD M. JALI

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent credi-
tors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in 
the will or estate, or both, of RICHARD M. JALI

A Petition for Probate has been filed by RICHARD W. 
LIEBERSBACH in the Superior Court of California, 
County of Mono, Mono County Superior Court Case 
No. PR-182008.

The Petition for Probate requests that RICHARD W. 
LIEBERSBACH be appointed as personal representa-
tive to administer the estate of the decedent.

The petition requests the decedent’s will and codicils, 
if any, be admitted to probate.  The will and any 
codicils are available for examination in the file kept 
by the court.

The petition requests authority to administer the es-
tate under the Independent Administration of Estates 
Act.  The independent administration authority will 
be granted unless an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the authority.

A hearing on the petition will be held in Mono County 
Superior Court as follows:  Date:  August 30, 2018, 
Time: 9:30 am.  The address of the court:  100 Thomp-
son’s Way, Mammoth Lakes, California 93546.

If you object to the granting of the petition, you 
should appear at the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections with the court before 
the hearing.  Your appearance may be in person or by 
your attorney.

If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the 
deceased, you must file your claim with the court and 
mail a copy to the personal representative appointed 
by the court within four months from the date of 
first issuance of letters as provided in Probate Code 
section 9100.  The time for filing claims will not expire 
before four months from the hearing date noticed 
above.

You may examine the file kept by the court.  If you are 
a person interested in the estate, you may file with the 
court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets 
or of any petition or account as provided in Probate 
Code section 1250.  A Request for Special Notice form 
is available from the court clerk.

Attorney for Petitioner: Linda D. Hess, Law Offices 
of Linda D. Hess, 549 Old Mammoth Road, Suite 9, 
Mammoth Lakes, CA  93546.

 TS #2018-0161

Notice of Petition 

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Mammoth Hideaways

Josh and Brooke Edwards
116 MontereyPinesRoad, P.O.Box 7701
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546 

This business is conducted by a General 
Partnership.The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name listed above on July 1, 2018.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on June 22, 2018     
File Number 18-108
2018-0158 (8/4, 8/11, 8/18, 8/25)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Old New York Deli & Bakery Co.

Old New York Inc.
P.O. Box 645, 6201 Minaret Road #105
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by an Corpora-
tion.The registrant has not yet begun to 
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name listed herein. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on June 06, 2018     
File Number 18-091
2018-0137(7/21, 7/28, 8/4, 8/11)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Sierra Design Studio

Sierra Design Studio
P.O. Box 1280, 550 Old Mammoth Road
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by an Corpora-
tion.The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on December 31, 2001.This 
statement was filed with the County Clerk 
of Mono County on July 17, 2018     
File Number 18-141
2018-0155 (8/4, 8/11, 8/18, 8/25)

community.
Representing the voice of our Los 

Angeles constituents, we write to ad-
dress your concerns and explain why 
continuing this practice does not re-
flect our new climate reality and no 
longer aligns with the best interests 
of Los Angeles families. Ultimately, 
we hope that your county can relate 
to the purposeful and thoughtful 
process behind this important, but 
necessary and responsible, decision.

As you know, commercial ranchers 
in your community have historically 
leased land from LADWP for grazing. 
Decades ago, LADWP began offering 
free water to the commercial ranch-
ers to flood irrigate the grazing lands 
when the department had more 
water than it could accommodate 
in the Los Angeles Aqueduct. At 
LADWP’s discre-
tion, free water has 
since been offered 
to the commercial 
ranchers on an ad 
hoc basis when 
supplies were 
available. It was 
never a guarantee 
tied to the leases. 
The amounts have 
differed each year 
based on hydro-
logical conditions 
and LADWP opera-
tional needs.

Due to con-
tinued weather 
extremes that have 
affected all our 
communities, as 
well as half of the 
Los Angeles Aque-
duct water sup-
plies continuing 
to flow into Mono 
and Inyo counties 
for environmen-
tal purposes, Los 
Angeles no longer has that surplus 
water available to provide for free 
water to the commercial ranchers. 
LADWP management has recom-
mended offering to renew the leases 
for another 20 years—providing the 
ranchers a first right of refusal offer 
versus taking the leases to a compet-
itive bid or exploring alternate uses 
for the land.

In Los Angeles, we must ultimately 
assess all water management prac-
tices through the lens of Los Angeles 
ratepayers. LADWP’s mission is to 
deliver safe, reliable and cost-effec-
tive water to four million Los Angeles 
city residents and businesses. If LAD-
WP continued to provide free water 
to Mono County commercial ranch-
ers, LADWP would have to spend ap-
proximately $18 million to purchase 
the amount of water requested and 
the lost hydropower it generates—a 
cost burden of approximately $30 for 
each family per year. We cannot ask 
that Los Angeles families pay for free 
water for the commercial ranchers.

As we have all experienced in our 
communities, California’s water 
supply challenges are mounting and 
have shifted with a new climate reali-
ty. We collectively must examine how 

we use every drop of water, and we’re 
proud of the progress that Southern 
California has made in conserva-
tion. Los Angeles ratepayers have 
risen to the challenge. Los Angeles 
now uses the same amount of water 
today as it did 40 years ago, despite 
a population increase of more than 
one million people, and has one of 
the lowest per capita usage rates for 
large U.S. cities. The city is currently 
on pace to further reduce its water 
use by 25 percent by 2035.

We place a high importance on 
environmental stewardship in all 
regions, and Mono County is no 
exception. The water LADWP has 
provided to commercial ranchers is 
separate and unrelated to the water 
LADWP continues to provide to serve 
the region’s environment. LADWP is 

currently diverting 
water to protect 
the Sage Grouse 
habitat, while 
simultaneously 
working with local 
environmental 
organizations to 
ensure the habitat 
will continue to be 
protected in the 
future.

Faced with a new 
climate reality and 
diminishing water 
supplies, updating 
water manage-
ment practices is 
a responsibility 
we must all bear 
as we strive for a 
sustainable future. 
We hope that we 
can forge a posi-
tive path forward 
for the public we 
serve.

Sincerely, 

Tony Cardenas
Nanette Diaz Barragan

Judy Chu
Jimmy Gomez

Maxine Waters

CC:
U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Congressmember Paul Cook
Mayor Eric Garcetti
California State Senators
Tom Berryhill
Bob Hertzberg
Jeff Stone
Ben Allen
Henry Stern
California State Assembly Speaker
Anthony Rendon
California State Assemblymembers
Frank Bigelow
Eduardo Garcia
James Gallagher
Wendy Carillo
Laura Friedman
Secretary Karen Ross, 
California Department of Food and           

    Agriculture
Mono County Board of Supervisors
Stacey Simon, County Counsel,
Mono County 

In Los Angeles, we 

must ultimately assess 

all water management 

practices through the 

lens of Los Angeles 

ratepayers...we 

cannot ask that Los 

Angeles families pay 

for free water for the 

commercial ranchers. 

”

“

-Congresspersons Cardenas, 
Barragan, Chu, Gomez and 

Waters
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By Benham

Want a Great Career in Child Care? 
Online & In-Seat* Fall Classes at Cerro Coso! 

Course Name Course 
Number Credits Days Seats Instructor Term Start/End 

Date Weeks 

Child Growth and Development 
(CHDV C106) 

72545 3.0 M - F 45 Jacobs, Mark  8/20/18 - 12/8/18  16 

Child, Family, and Community 
(CHDV C104) 

72537 3.0 M - F 45 Fuller, Elisabeth  8/20/18 - 12/8/18  16 

72538 3.0 M - F 45 Harper, Michelle 8/20/18 - 12/8/18  16 

72541 3.0 * M & W 
6:10-7:35PM 

20 Fuller, Elisabeth  8/20/18 - 12/8/18  16 

Introduction to Materials and 
Curriculum (CHDV C102) 

72534 3.0 M - F 45 Baker, Vivian 8/20/18 - 12/8/18  16 

72535 3.0 M - F 45 French, Kristina  8/20/18 - 12/8/18  16 

72536 3.0 M - F 45 Jacobs, Mark  8/20/18 - 12/8/18  16 

Principles and Practices of  
Teaching (CHDV C100) 

72531 3.0 M - F 45 Baker, Vivian 8/20/18 - 12/8/18  16 

72532 3.0 M - F 45 Suitt, Robin  8/20/18 - 12/8/18  16 

72533 3.0 M - F 45 Fuller, Elisabeth  8/20/18 - 12/8/18  16 

Registration open NOW! Enrollment closes after the first week of class! 
Find more information about Cerro Coso Child Development courses at 

https://www.cerrocoso.edu/academics/cded 
Or speak to a Cerro Coso Counselor to help with registration: Kimberly Blackwell (760) 934-2875 

 

Child care job opportunities are waiting for you! Make a difference in children’s lives! 
***Child Care Center and Preschool Teachers Needed*** 

***Private In-Home Daycare Providers Needed*** 

Free Textbook 
Lending Library! 

SHEET SURVEY
After a Red Flag warning was issued in the Eastern Sierra on Saturday, August 4, some residents feared they might need to evacuate. 

The Sheet asked people on the street: What would you grab for your bug-out bag? 

“I have a plan...I’d grab my files and cats. Then if I have time 
I’d grab photos and clothes.”       
              
                                                 - Andres Sosa

“I have an emergency plan. The first thing I’d grab is a safe 
with all my important documents in it. After that, whatever fits 
in the truck.”                                        
                                             - Michael Draper

“I got some good ideas for our evacuation plan by looking 
through Pinterest...We grab family first!”                                 
       

                                                            - Deena and Piper Kastor

“My three dogs: Magnolia, Dahmer, and Sadie. I can live 
without everything else.”

 - Jena Carter
Editor’s Note: You have a dog named Dahmer? 

“I do have an evacuation plan and I’d grab my dog, Ollie, and 
cat, Karen.”

                                      
                                                                                -Sue Jamieson

“I’d grab my PlayStation and the game Overwatch.” 
                                    
                                                                      
      
             - Maurice Cooper
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Photos by Elli Davtyan
WHO CARES ABOUT SMOKE WHEN YOU’VE GOT BEER ?

It’s beer season, not deer season, for Ray and Laura 
Wolfe of Diamond Bar.

Best of Care, Close to Home

Call 760-872-1000 or apply online 
at www.BishopCareCenter.com

Join Our Team!
Bishop Care Center is a diff erence-

making, skilled nursing and short-term 

rehab facility located in beautiful Bishop, 

California — the small town with a big 

backyard. Bishop employees get to do 

meaningful work surrounded by the 

beauty of the Eastern Sierra.

• Licensed Vocational Nurse

• Registered Nurse

• Physical Therapist

• Restorative Nurse Assistant

• Certifi ed Nurse Assistant

• Hospitality Aide

Available Positions

The usual suspects: Mark Deeds, 
Elizabeth McGuire,and Matthew 
Lehman...nice lineup.

Glowing Yeti  Kat Quigley of Mammoth Lakes. Big Sam of Funk Nation rocks the crowd.

Production Manager Ian (the puppet) and Adrian Mendoza from 2 Town 
Ciderhouse in Corvallis, Oregon.

Hadley Drake of Mammoth Lakes in 
the parents’ and babies’ chill tent.

BLUESAPALOOZA 2018
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BLUESA
continued from page 22

Headliners Taj Mahal and Keb’ Mo’ (who have been per-
forming as “TajMo”) bring the true blues on Friday, August 
3. 

Marisa Hixon with daughter Maxine Virginia (2), of 
Mammoth Lakes. 

In the mix: Members of Ozomatli (the headliners on Satur-
day, August 4) get down in the crowd, up close and personal.  

Williee Roberts of Humpai 
Medicine Hats from Berkeley, 
CA. 

Nicole and Jon Widen of Mammoth Lakes enjoy 
cool tunes, good food and lots of  laughs.

The Reverend Peyton (of the Big 
Damn Band) plays slide on  Electric 
Cigar Guitar. 



A NEW
HOME 
FOR 
FAMILY
FUN

New Luxury Mountain Retreats with Alpine Golf Course and Athletic Club Minutes from Mammoth Mountain.

3-4 BEDROOMS UP TO 2,742 SQ. FT. • SALES 877-766-9275 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM

NEW BUILDING RELEASE SHOWCASING HOMES AVAILABLE FOR SPRING 2019 MOVE-IN

All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalBRE #01812140.
© August 2018. All rights reserved. Another Luxury Development by The Chadmar Group
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