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Antonio and Carmen Castro of Castro’s Tacos truck fame in 
Lone Pine. For story, see p. 18

PASSING JUDGEMENT
By Gorman 

SCHOOLS LOCKED DOWN

Mono County swears in a new judge

see CASTLE, page 10

By Benham

Mammoth Schools and 
Bishop Union High 
School were locked 

down Wednesday afternoon 
for separate gun threats. Both 
investigations found no guns 
and no arrests were made. 

The parking lots at Mammoth 
High, Middle and Elementary 
schools remained open during 
the lockdown. A group of par-
ents gathered outside the front 
doors of the elementary school. 
Three policeman were sta-
tioned in the parking lot around 
the west side of the building.

A mother’s eyes were red 
and swollen from crying. “I just 
want to get my daughter,” she 
said. 

There were no law enforce-
ment vehicles parked outside 
Mammoth Middle School. In 
that parking lot, a few parents 
waited in cars.

Outside the front office of 
Mammoth High School, a clus-
ter of law enforcement SUV’s 
were parked. Their lights were 
off. Mammoth Lakes Police De-
partment led the investigation 
and was assisted by: Mammoth 
Lakes Fire Department, Mono 
County Sheriff, California High-
way Patrol, EMS, Mono District 
Attorney Investigators, and 
Mono County Probation.

For a short time between 
noon and one o’clock, a Cali-
fornia High Patrol officer was 
stationed right in front of the 
entrance to the high school. He 
went inside around 1 p.m. and 
after that there were no officers 
stationed outside for the rest 
of afternoon. Parents waited in 
their cars in the parking lot. A 
mother tried to get in through 
the front door. It was locked.

At 11:43 am, according to a 
press release from Mammoth 
Lakes Police Department, a tip 
was sent through the school’s 
anonymous tip system, Tip 

see LOCKDOWN, page 9 CHP Patrolman Stephen Robles outside MHS during Wednesday’s lockdown

Gerald Mohun was sworn 
in on Wednesday as 
the ninth judge in the 

history of the Mono County 
Superior Court. He is replacing 
Judge Stan Eller, and will be 
working alongside Judge Mark 
Magit.

Mohun comes to the the 
Judiciary from the law firm, 
Liebersbach, Mohun, Carney 
and Reed. 

Originally from the San 
Francisco Bay Area, Mohun 
graduated from UC Santa Bar-
bara in 1979 and subsequently 
moved to Lake Tahoe to ski for 
a season.

There he worked as a lift op-
erator and a server at a restau-
rant. “Those were the only jobs 
my political science degree 
qualified me for,” he joked.

He enrolled in Hastings 
Law School in San Francisco 
and graduated in 1983. After 
passing the bar he began work 
at a law firm in San Francisco 
practicing civil litigation.

In 1985, his best friend from 
law school, Kip Dwyer, con-
vinced Mohun to come to the 

Eastern Sierra to work at what 
was then Paul Rudder and Ed 
Forstenzer’s law firm.

“I figured I would come out 
here for a couple years, do 
some skiing, then move back 
to the Bay Area,” he said. “I’ve 

Eastside schools locked down after gun threat  
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Not tired of winning
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Now, that a student was armed.
After receiving the tip, Mam-

moth School Resource Officer 
Daniel Hansen, Superintendent 
of Mammoth Unified School 
District Lois Klein, and Mam-
moth High School Principal 
Chris Powell made the decision 
to lock down the schools.

At 12:12 p.m. over its emer-
gency notification system, 
Mammoth High School an-
nounced, “About 10 minutes 
ago, we received a tip directed 
at MHS that there might be 
someone with a gun on cam-
pus. The school and all of our 

Marcia Mohun looks on as outgoing Judge Stan Eller helps the incoming 
Gerald Mohun with his robe at Wednesday’s swearing-in ceremony. 

see MOHUN, page 6

stayed for 33 years.”
Over that time, Mohun saw 

his employers Paul Rudder 
and Ed Forstenzer move on 
to the real estate industry and 
the judiciary, respectively, 
and the firm was eventually 

transformed from Rudder and 
Forstenzer into Liebersbach, 
Mohun, Carney and Reid. 
With Mohun’s election to the 
judiciary, the firm is now just 
Liebersbach, Carney and Reed. 

In those 33 years he also saw 
the man who brought him to 
the Sierra, Kip Dwyer, pass 
away at a young age from kid-
ney cancer.

Mohun has accumulated ex-
tensive courtroom experience 
during the course of his career. 
He appeared in Mono and Inyo 
county courts, as well as ap-
pellate courts in San Francisco,  
working on both civil and 
criminal cases. While working 
at his private practice, he also 
worked as a contracted public 
defender for Mono County, 
which is small enough that it 
does not require a full-time 
public defender’s office, and so 
relies on contracted attorneys.

Along with having the requi-
site experience, those who have 
worked with Mohun believe he 
has the temperament to make a 
good judge.
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For a few years at the outset, The Sheet would hold anniversary parties at the 
Clocktower Cellar where Mac and I would bartend and donate the tips to charity 
(Mac and I were not the charity). 

At the 2nd anniversary party, a guy sitting at the bar said something like this to 
me, “You know, I like your paper, but it looks like crap.” 

It did look like crap. I was all ears. The guy’s name was Nils Davis and he was a 
graphic designer and I hired him off that barstool to redesign The Sheet. 

His redesign remains in place 13.5 years later and I have zero plans to touch it. 
He did a fantastic job. And I was smart enough not to interfere. (Actually, this is 
bullshit. My daughter had just been born. I didn’t have the time or inclination to 
micromanage). 

I tell you this story in preface to what I’m going to tell you about what I learned 
at the joint Mammoth Lakes Town Council/Planning and Economic Development 
Commission workshop. 

Mammoth’s Public Works Dircetor Grady Dutton, who has recently been ap-
pointed to serve as Czar of The Parcel (aka Grady Acres), gave what amounted to a 
pre-planning update. 

Now, a few housing experts (among them Jennifer Halferty and not among them 
Kirk Stapp) have suggested to me that a lot of what Dutton and Town Staff is now 
doing in pre-planning (which takes time and money) would have been done by the 
developer had the town chosen to issue a Request for Proposals to solicit a devel-
oper to do the project. 

So I went to the podium and I asked Council why it had decided to appoint Dut-
ton versus hire an expert in the field. 

And Dutton’s response was as follows. “We have to have a base of knowledge to 
move forward,” he said. After the staff acquires this base of knowledge, it was sug-
gested that that would be the time to engage a developer. 

My comment Wednesday in reply was that this sounds like an incredibly expen-
sive staff training exercise. And to relate it to my own experience, imagine if I had 
said to Nils Davis, “Well, that sounds like a wonderful idea. Let me take a graphic 
design course and get back to you.”

Well, that would have taken several months, and then, after I’d taken the course, 
one can imagine that my next step might’ve been, “Geez, now that I’ve taken a 
course and I know the nuts and bolts of InDesign ... why should I hire Nils Davis to 
do this project? I’ll just save myself some money and do it myself!” 

The problem with this scenario is that it implies that acquiring some knowledge 
about the topic suddenly transformed me into a talented expert - which I’m not. 

see EDITORIAL, page 13

HIRE A PRO 

More than likely, my design would have been half as good, taken me twice as long 
and taken me away from the things I’m actually good at (putatively writing and 
drumming up business). Never mind the redesign would have been delayed by a 
year.

So my message to Mammoth’s Town Council is pretty straightforward: Hire a pro. 
Get the hell out of the way. And reassign Mr. Dutton to the job you hired him to do 
in the first place. It will lead to a better outcome, and very likely save you money in 
the process. 

Now onto my flogging of Sheet reporter Tim Gorman. He submitted a “news” 
story last week on commercial air service to Denver, but didn’t interview anyone 
about the experience. No one from United, no one from Mammoth Lakes Tourism, 
not even fellow passengers. 

It wasn’t news. It was an unresearched op-ed based upon narrow experience. 
So I reassigned the story this week. This is what he wrote:

The loss of Alaska Airlines has had an effect on the number of passengers flying 
through Mammoth Yosemite Airport. Recorded FAA enplanements through the 
airport were down 51% for the month of December year-over-year from 2017 to 
2018, from 3,777 to 1,865. This number does not include flights through JetSuite X, 
because it is a charter service and not counted by the FAA. 

Mammoth Lakes Tourism Executive Director John Urdi said that JetSuite X’s 
enplanements would not represent a significant number because it started flying 
December 19th and only flies four days a week. 

A culprit for the decrease in passengers, according to Urdi, is the switch of carri-
ers from Alaska to United.

“Since the Los Angeles flight switched from Alaska to United there has been a 
re-education process. We need to let people know that this flight has been replaced 
and is not just gone.”

Urdi said that a flight needs a couple of years to gain the awareness that will bring 
load factors up.

This is especially true of the flight between Mammoth Yosemite and Denver In-
ternational Airports, which is completely new this year.

That flight’s load factor is currently sitting at around 50%, asserted Urdi. “That 
flight is pacing a little behind where we would like to see it.” 

MLT is marketing the new flight to the Denver audience, but a first year flight 
often struggles with awareness.

The JetSuite X flight through Burbank originally had similar load factors to the 
Denver flight, but now that it is in its third year its load factors are closer to 70%, 
according to Urdi.

MLT is hoping the the IKON pass will also bring the Denver audience to Mam-
moth, as skiers from mountains like Steamboat and Copper now have Mammoth 
included on their passes.

MLT is authorized to subsidize up to $1.5m for flights during the winter, and 
between $800k-$1m in the Summer. Anything above $1.5m in the winter is covered 
by Mammoth Resorts. 

While Gorman was speaking to Urdi, I spoke to Embark Aviation’s Clint Ostler 
about his take on the sudden drop in enplanement numbers. Embark is the Town’s 
air marketing consultant. 

Ostler’s explanation was that air service traffic is tightly connected to weather, 
and you really only see an uptick in bookings 30-35 days out from that first signifi-
cant snowfall. 

He said bookings have rebounded nicely in January but are still a little below 
projection. 

He did not attribute any drop in bookings to an airline change. No matter what 
travel site you surf, United flights are always going to pop up. He said there is always 
a sluggish ramp-up period when it comes to reintroducing seasonal service. 

The difference between last year and this (both not having early snow) is that last 

Serving Outstanding New American Cuisine

RESERVATIONS  |  760-934-2515   |  www.raftersmammoth.com 
202 Old Mammoth Road, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

NOW OPEN FOR LUNCH!
BREAKFAST 

Monday – Thursday
7 to 11:30 AM

Friday – Sunday
7 to 12 PM 

HAPPY HOUR
Après | 3 to 6 PM 

Late Night | 9 to 10 PM 
All Night Thursday

LUNCH
Daily | 11:30 AM to 2 PM

DINNER 
Daily | 5 to 9 PM
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FORMED

$300,000s
RESORT LIVING FROM THE

Tell me more  
info@yotelpadmammoth.com 
Call 833 - YOTELCA (968-3522)

yotelpadmammoth.com

The information provided is for informational purposes only, and is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of offers to buy any investment or property. In particular, nothing on 
this website is intended to be an offer to sell property to, or a solicitation of offers from, residents from any state that require prior registration or qualification of real estate. 
The statements set forth herein are summary in nature, not intended to be complete, and should not be relied upon in making any investment decisions. Offers to acquire 
property will only be made pursuant to separate complete set of purchase and sale documents to be provided by One Mammoth, LLC and prospective purchasers should 
review all such documents carefully and should seek competent legal, tax and financial advice in connection therewith. No property view is guaranteed and views may 
be altered by subsequent development and construction at the project. All renderings and illustrative maps are conceptual only and subject to change. Amenities shown 
in renderings and illustrative maps are proposed, have not received county approval and may not occur or may be changed.Dimensions, sizes, specifications, furnishings, 
layouts, and materials are approximate only and subject to change without notice. Window sizes, layouts, configurations and ceiling heights may vary from condominium  
to condominium.Vine Street Realty DRE#01905447. Equal Housing Opportunity.

SMART DESIGN,  
HIGH STANDARDS  
WHILE DIALING 
DOWN THE COST.
From forward-thinking Yotel—who value 
technology, innovation and a great social  
vibe as much as you do.

Perfectly formed homes come with 
everything you need and nothing you don’t. 
Featuring a restaurant, bar, fireplace lounge, 
pool deck, work-out room, dog park, games 
room, table tennis, and bocce. You may never 
want to leave.

156 PADs (condos) from the $300s* + 21 
DOMOs (townhomes) at Main and Minaret

*whole ownership
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LETTERS
On a McRoll ... 

Dear Editor:

Jennifer Halferty’s letter (Jan. 5, 2019, 
Pg. 3, “I don’t hate the Middle Class”) 
was full of Deflect, deflect, deflect with 
Misdirection, Obfuscation and Strawman 
Arguments. Straight out of Marxist Saul 
Alinsky’ Rules for Radicals (paraphrased 
as ‘blame the other side for what you are 
guilty of doing’)

“Like reading long, winding tweets”. 
Fox and “right-wing radio” don’t write 
articles based on Tweets and Headlines 
that include MAY/PERHAPS/COULD/
POSSIBLY/ALLEGEDLY from an Un-
named Source--the Definition of FAKE 
News, because there is the Plausible 
Deniability of, ‘we just reported what an-
other source said, but we won’t divulge 
the source, because we don’t have to’. 
That is the realm of (liberal) Yahoo News 
and Huffington Post.

“McMartin doesn’t like the govern-
ment”.  I don’t like the Government Rul-
ing Class that Picks the Winners (for the 
Rich and Poor), based solely on what’s 
best for the Gov’t Ruling Class, and their 
fiefdoms. 

“Sad diatribe that pushes to divide and 
categorize we humans”. “tribalism”, “Us 
versus Them”. There you go again, with 
the Rules for Radicals. It’s the Liberal 
Media (that controls 80% of the Narra-
tive) who is guilty of “Identity Politics” 
pitting one group (economic/ethnic/
special rights) against the rest. Oh wait, 
there is no such thing as the “Liberal” 

Media, because they’re All owned by 
those Bad Ol’ conservative Corporations 
(like New York Times, MSNBCompany 
and Michael Moore, CEO of Dog-Eat-
Dog Productions, INCORPORATED). “As 
if being poor [aka, Workforce] and being 
a senior citizen are like water and oil”. 
We ARE treated differently by the town/
county and its gov’t, because we are no 
longer part of the ‘suffering’ Workforce. 
Senior Citizens get “Free Stuff and Free 
Medical”, because we PAID FOR IT by 
working 40 YEARS! The town/county 
pays little or Nothing for us, and because 
we’re not beholden to them. That’s the 
problem for the Gov’t Ruling Class.

“Clearly, the current artificially (?) 
low new development housing mitiga-
tion (DHM) fees have not helped the 
middle class, ...the FOLKS [who was that 
guy who used “folks”, to remain Folksy, 
just like the rest of us Proletariat Work-
ers?], who are most burdened when 
shopping to buy a place.” Really? So 
the multi-home or middle-class-single-
home builders just absorb all the DHM 
Fees, and the Sewer Fees, School Fees, 
etc. in the Building Permits?, Or do they 
pass them on to (or get eaten by) the 
Middle Class via Higher Prices. How 
does that help the Middle Class? Will the 
existing Sewer, School, etc, Fees disap-
pear when these higher DHM Fees are 
passed? “CLEARLY”, existing fees are 
NEVER eliminated! Silly me. “Clearly”, the 
consumer gains by the State increase of 
the Car Registration[‘It’s not a Tax;it’s a’] 
Fee, how? Does the TOT tax and Town 
Sales Tax(due to the previous Great idea 

of our town gov’t) get absorbed by the 
businesses in town? Or do they “pass the 
savings” onto us, “Clearly” for our benefit 
of paying higher prices?

McMartin [doesn’t like] poor people, 
who just want free stuff”(Strawman 
Argument)...”half of Mammoth’s resi-
dents are below middle income”...”Those 
are the FOLKS [there’s that word again!] 
[who] work the jobs that keep the Mam-
moth tourism economy running.” Ruling 
Class (Party Members) & Workers-We’re 
ALL Equal! ‘And we will give them just 
enough Free Stuff to keep them on the 
reservation/ghetto/barrio/trailer park, 
and Not In My Back Yard.’ Because that’s 
how we, the Ruling Class (and the Oli-
garchs), want it!” Just like Maxine Waters, 
in her Hancock Park GATED mansion, 
and not in her Watts constituency neigh-
borhood.

“Middle class business owners don’t 
benefit from police protection?” More 
Deflection & Misdirection. “increased 
law enforcement calls are linked with 
increased visitors, not local workforce”. 
Strawman Argument. Obviously, there 
are more calls with 3-4 times as many 
people in town. So it’s the TOURISTS 
visiting S. Chicago that are creating 
the law enforcement problems there? 
Shocking! And it’s those Doggone 2nd 
homeowners and Oligarch Bluffs & 
Juniper Ridge people burglarizing their 
neighbors and the Ghetto. Shocking! That 
is what Halferty is implying (“don’t the 
poor have a right to law enforcement...?”-
-Another Strawman). Not all of us are 
Gullible Low-Information Voters, with 

Halferty’s Agenda of ‘Lies, Damn Lies, 
Statistics and then Liberal Facts (Half-
Truths with an Agenda)’. Check the 
Percentages of crimes, and calls for 
service of law enforcement instead of 
the numbers. Check the Town Location 
(Middle Class & Above neighborhoods 
vs Lower Income neighborhoods) of the 
“people crime”(not property crime, most 
likely committed by the same people, 
contrary to Halferty’s Spin). Are there 
200-400% more crimes (not traffic infrac-
tions) committed by the visitors vs the 
residents (not just the workforce)? And 
more importantly, are the 10,000-25,000 
visitors responsible for 10-20X the crime, 
especially felonies, of the small minority 
of repeat-offender Mammoth residents? 
Since the Awful visitors are usually here 
only on the Weekends (and around town 
at Night), AND the Mammoth Police 
is NOT (calls are transferred to Mono 
County Sheriff), why do we need the 
large expense of MLPD at all? 

 “No more non-funded subsidies for 
new development”. More Wealth-Redis-
tribution, instead?

“If we all work together, we all benefit”. 
Ahh, the platitudes to hide the REAL 
intent of the Ruling Class. Thanks for 
proving my point!

Ron McMartin
Mammoth Lakes
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By Benham
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Former Inyo County Administrative 
Officer Kevin Carunchio is off the 
couch. 

On Tuesday, January 8, at it’s first 
regular meeting of 2019, the Mono 
County Board of Supervisors approved 
the hiring of Carunchio as interim As-
sistant County Administrative Officer.

Carunchio announced his retirement 
on June 12 of last year and left his post 
in October. But he hasn’t stopped work-
ing. In the interim Carunchio joined 
Willdan Engineering, a consultancy, 
in its Public Agency Resources group. 
Mono County has contracted him, a 
Willdan employee. He’s a consultant 
filling in for a full-time county staff 
vacancy.

“Basically, the offer affords me an op-
portunity to accept assignments work-
ing for multiple public agencies around 
the state doing what I enjoy and am 
good at: solving problems and identify-
ing opportunities,” Carunchio told The 
Sheet.

“I will be working independently and 
usually from my home office, but will be 
available to travel to the county offices 
to meet with staff and officials whenever 
requested,” Carunchio said.

*And he’ll be receiving a paycheck in 
addition to a retirement check!

Tony Dublino served as Mono 
County’s previous Assistant CAO until 
becoming the County’s Public Works 
Director this past year. Since then Mono 
County’s CAO office has been a body 
short.  

Mono County CAO Leslie Chapman 
said, “In order to take full advantage 
of Mr. Carunchio’s unique skill set and 
experience, he will focus on special 
projects rather that daily operations.”

Carunchio worked for Inyo County for 
13 years and served as CAO for 10.

Carunchio is being hired to do a 
broad scope of work, pretty much 
anything that the CAO’s office takes 
on. Chapman gave some examples: 
“….projects might include researching, 
recommending, and helping to imple-
ment solutions for safety issues in the 
Devil’s Postpile area of Madera County; 

compiling specific information regard-
ing County-owned property that might 
be utilized as part of the solution for the 
lack of affordable housing; serving as 
an advisor to the CAO on County policy 
direction from the Board, providing 
advice regarding the County’s issues 
with Los Angeles Department of Water 
and Power.”

Supervisor Bob Gardner mentioned 
the county’s desire to acquire land in 
Devil’s Postpile from Madera County. 
The dispute is over search and rescue in 
that area. It’s Madera’s jurisdiction, but 
they have trouble sending search and 
rescue teams to the area. Mono County 
Search and Rescue has easier access to 
the area and after sorting the adminis-
trative issues ends up sending Search 
and Rescue to the area. The solution: 
give the land to Mono County.  

“It’s a legal technicality that we 
haven’t had the time to pursue. Kevin 
will do that,” Gardner said. 

The contract is for one year; it expires 
on December 31, 2019.

Carunchio’s compensation shall not 
exceed $100,000.

“It is unclear at this time whether the 
full $100,000 will be utilized for this con-
tract. That amount was derived based 
on savings from Mr. Dublino vacating 
the position,” Leslie Chapman told The 
Sheet. 

The county continues searching for a 
full-time Assistant CAO. 

It is unclear whether Carunchio will 
leave after this contract expires.

CAO Chapman said, “he will serve 
other clients when his assignment at 
Mono County is complete.”

His assignments might extend beyond 
the terms of this contract, and the 
county might hire him again.

———

Board members denounced the fed-
eral government shutdown.

Supervisor Bob Gardner, in a theatri-
cal bit of Gardstanding, called it, “Two-
year old childish behavior.” 

He explained that he called District 8 

representative (which consists of Mono 
County) Paul Cook’s office and found 
out that Cook voted against a bill to 
reopen the federal government because 
he disagreed with some policy riders 
that were attached. 

On January 3, Representative Cook 
voted ‘Nay’ on HR 21-Making appropri-
ations for the fiscal year ending Septem-
ber 30, 2019, and for other purposes.”

Besides the lack of maintenance in 
the National Parks and Forests and 
other facilities, the government shut-
down threatens a federally funded food 
assistance program, CalFresh.

Kathy Peterson, Director of Mono 
County Social Services reported to 
the board that, “As the partial federal 
government shutdown has entered 
its third week with no progress in the 
negotiations, there is now increased 
concern that some programs, including 
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP/CalFresh) would, for 
the first time ever, exhaust all federal 
funding by early to mid-February.”

(SNAP is short for Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program. CalFresh 
was formerly known as Food Stamps) 

She continued, “Despite SNAP’s sta-
tus as a mandatory entitlement program 

not subject to the annual appropria-
tions process, it is technically depen-
dent on an allocation from the U.S. 
Treasury. Given that Congress has not 
enacted a bill to extend the Agriculture 
Department and its programs, SNAP is 
relying on reserve funds of at least $3 
billion appropriated by Congress early 
last year. The USDA’s Food and Nutri-
tion Service (FNS) has not revealed how 
long it projects the SNAP reserve fund 
will last.”

CalFresh in Mono County hasn’t been 
affected. Yet. But around mid-February 
if Congress does not fund the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and SNAP’s reserve 
funds run out, then CalFresh in Mono 
County will not be able to provide food 
to its clients.

At the beginning of the meeting, 
Supervisors chose John Peters as Board 
Chairman for 2019, succeeding Supervi-
sor Gardner. 
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MOHUN
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Select Death Valley Closures

DEATH VALLEY, CA – Due to the ongo-
ing federal government shutdown, sev-
eral sites within Death Valley National 
Park will be closing for health and safety 
concerns associated with continuing 
issues of human waste, trash, vandalism 
and park resource damage. 

On Friday, January 4, the Furnace 
Creek and Texas Springs Campgrounds 
closed. Access roads to Natural Bridge, 
Dantes View, and Keane Wonder Mine 
also closed. The road to Salt Creek re-
mains closed.

Visitor services are limited due to the 
lapse in federal appropriations. During 
the government shutdown, national 
parks are working to remain as open 
and accessible to the American people 
as possible. 

All normal park rules and regulations 
still apply and violators will be cited. 
Dogs are not permitted on park trails 
or off leash.  Off-road vehicle travel is 
illegal within the park; vehicles must 
stay on established roadways. Camping 
must be in accordance with park regula-
tions. The Stovepipe Wells Campground 
as well as private campgrounds at The 
Oasis Furnace Creek Ranch and Pana-
mint Springs remain open and opera-
tional.  

Visitors are encouraged to stop and 
use restroom facilities in the gateway 
communities before entering the park 
as there are extremely limited restroom 
facilities in the park. Visitors are also 
encouraged to practice leave no trace 

principles and pack in and pack out 
waste.     

Additional roads and facilities within 
Death Valley National Park may close 
at any time for the health and safety of 
park visitors.

Thanks to donations from The Oasis 
at Death Valley, restrooms at the Ryan 
Junction, Zabriskie Point, Golden 
Canyon, and Badwater are cleaned and 
stocked daily.  The Death Valley Natural 
History Association has also made a do-
nation to have the Furnace Creek Visitor 
Center open from 8am-5pm daily.  
Ortega National Parks LLC. continues 
to operate the Stovepipe Wells Camp-
ground as a donation.

For updates on the shutdown, please 
visit www.doi.gov/shutdown.

   -Press Release

Eastern Sierra Observatory & 
Stargazing Glampground

After six previously successful Kick-
starter projects, Scott Lange and Nick 
Foster - aka Dark Sky Photography - 
have set out on their most exciting and 
interactive endeavor yet — building 
an observatory and stargazing glamp-
ground in California’s Eastern Sierra!

The project launched on January 2nd, 
and reached 26% of its funding goal 
on its first day. The plan is to create a 
unique stargazing experience where 
guests will visit for a night of telescope 
observing and astrophotography, relax-
ing in a hot tub underneath the Milky 
Way, using binoculars in the stargazer 
lounge, and capping off the night on a 
comfy memory foam cot in an awesome 
SHIFTPOD tent! 

SHIFTPOD and Meade Instruments 
have agreed to sponsor the ESO in part 
and help create this experience. 

The site of the observatory - an old 
gold mine - has already been acquired 
and work is already underway to trans-
form the land to better accommodate 
the observatory. The ESO is expected 
to being hosting its first guests in late 
April.

The current Kickstarter campaign is 
seeking to round out the funding for 
an upgraded 14” Meade LX600 tele-
scope. This awesome ‘scope features an 
onboard auto-guider which will make 
astrophotography a breeze. The project 
launched on January 2nd, and runs 
until February 5th. The duo then plan to 
host guests from late April onward.

For more information about this 
project, or to schedule an interview with 
Scott or Nick, please call Scott Lange at 
415/690-9778, or send email to: con-
tact@easternsierraobservatory.com.

   -Press Release

Don't Kill Bill 

On Monday afternoon, The Sheet 
called Bill Walters, owner of Minaret 
Cinemas, to ask him about his movie 
theater, Minaret Cinemas being sold. 
The conversation went something like 
this.

The Sheet: Is this Bill?
Bill: This is Bill.
The Sheet: So you’re movie theater 

sold…
Bill: It did?
The Sheet: That’s what we heard.
Bill laughed. He explained that his 

business has not sold, and that The 
Sheet's reporter  was the millionth per-
son to tell him that it had. 

Bill: Let me tell you a story. A while 
ago, my wife was changing hair style 
almost every month. She had just gotten 
her hair done and we were in Slocum’s 
having a drink. A few days later, she’s 
back in the salon and her stylist tells her 
that Bill was seen with a strange woman 
at the bar. I was having an affair and 
didn’t even know it. 

The takeaway: Minaret Cinemas is still 
on the market. 

   -Benham

Trump axes FEMA funding 

President Trump announced via Twit-
ter this week that he would not send 
any more FEMA funding to the areas 
affected by the forest fires in California. 
According to FEMA’s website over $48.7 
million in federal aid has already been 
approved. 

It is unclear whether Trump's threat 
will affect funds that have not yet been 
distributed.

Attempts to contact the Inyo National 
Forest and FEMA were unsuccessful, 
as both organizations have been fur-
loughed during the federal government 
shutdown.

Mammoth Lakes Fire Chief Frank 
Frievalt said that the only federal fund-
ing that his department receives from 
the federal government is grant funding 
for fuels removal. 

“I don't know if grant funding will be 
affected [by the President's announce-
ment]," Frievalt said.

“If you're asking whether or not the 
President's message will have any affect 
on the Inyo National Forest, I have no 
idea," he added.

The Camp Fire killed 86 people in 
Butte County last fall, and 6,646 have 
applied for FEMA assistance to find 
temporary housing.

California Governer Gavin Newsom 

College — it can
  change everying!

Spring 2019
Registration

is going on now!
Classes begin Jan. 14

Call Today!
Bishop 760-872-1565

Mammoth 760-934-2875
www.cerrocoso.edu

A LEADER IN ONLINE EDUCATION SINCE 1997

“To be a good judge you must be intel-
ligent, you must be knowledgable about 
the law, you must have a strong sense of 
justice, and you must want to do justice,” 
Paul Rudder said.

“The primary thing is this: the best 
judges approach judging in a very 
professional way and they put their own 
ego aside. It isn’t about their personal 
preferences, or their view of how the law 
should be, it’s about dealing with the 
law the way that it is written and dealing 
justice in a fair manner.

“Gerry will make a good judge because 
he makes decisions based on the law not 
his ego,” Rudder said. “I’ve never heard 
anybody say anything bad about the 
guy,” he added.

Mohun’s partner Rick Liebersbach 
said, “I was always afraid that I was going 
to lose him as a partner, but the people 
are getting a great judge.”

Liebersbach and Mohun have been 
working together since Mohun helped 
bring Liebersbach into Rudder’s firm in 
1986.

“In all those years there was almost 
never a cross word between us,” Liebers-
bach said. 

“He will make a great judge because 
he’ll listen to you, which judges need to 
do ... He is a really great people person.”

Judge Mohun said he looks forward to 
all that he will learn as he begins his new 
role. “Like my wife Marcia said, it's my 
first day of school.”

Most of all, though, he said, “I am 
looking forward to helping the people 
that come before the court.” 

see BRIEFS, page 7
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BRIEFS 
continued from page 6
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LOCALS NEW YEARS PARTY!
Monday, January 7th, 9pm” 

Inyo County swore in its newly elected officials in a ceremony at the Inyo County Board of Supervisors meeting Tuesday. And yes, 
Barry Simpson is really that tall. Front row left-to-right: Inyo County Assessor, Dave Stottlemyre; Inyo County Coroner, Jason 
Molinar; Inyo County Public Administrator/Public Guardian, Patricia Barton ((One of two longest serving elected officials); Inyo 
County Treasurer/Tax Collector, Alisha McMurtrie (One of two longest serving elected officials). Back row left-to-right: Superior 
Court Judge Steven Place; Inyo County Auditor, Amy Shepherd; Inyo County Clerk-Recorder, Kammi Foote; Inyo County Super-
intendent of Schools, Barry Simpson; Inyo County Sheriff, Jeff R. Hollowell; Supervisor, 1st District – Dan Totheroh (Second term); 
Supervisor, 3rd District – Rick Pucci (Third term)

PHOTO: JAMES

responded to the President on Twit-
ter, saying, "Disasters and recovery are 
no time for politics. I’m already taking 
action to modernize and manage our 
forests and emergency responses.”

On his first full day in office, Governor 
Newsom signed two executive orders on 
Emergency preparedness, EO N-05-19, 
and EO N-04-19. The first asks state 
agencies to look at disaster prepared-
ness through an added socio-economic 
lens. The second, "modernizes the 
way the state contracts for technology 
systems, and the order’s first application 
will be fire detection.”

   -Gorman

Inyo Supes 

At its regular meeting on Tuesday, 
January 8, the Inyo County Board of 
Supervisors honored Olancha-Cartago 
Fire Chief Steve Davis, who has an-
nounced his retirement. Davis said that 
he looks forward to spending time with 
his eight grandchildren. 

The Board approved 18 commercial 
cannabis licenses and denied two. In 
total, the Board has approved 110 com-
mercial cannabis permits.

Inyo County Agricultural Commis-
sioner Nathan Reade (He is also Mono 
County’s Agricultural Commissioner) 
explained that he gives each application 
a score. For him to recommend ap-
proval, the application must score 80% 
or higher. The scoring criteria is divided 
into six sections: security, operations, 
environmental, cultivation, community 

impact and community benefit.
The Board approved a lease agree-

ment with Canon Financial Services 
for five years and an will pay Canon no 
more than $90,000 annually.

At the beginning of the meeting, Mat-
thew O’Connor was introduced as the 
new Executive Director of Wild Iris. He’s 
from Delaware and to raise the publics 
awareness of Wild Iris’s services.

Inyo CAO Clint Quilter introduced 
new Risk Manager  Aaron Holmberg. 
Quilter called Holberg “the whole nine 
yards.” Holmberg said, “I’m very excited 
to be here and be of service to you.”

Assistant County Counsel John Vallejo 
was appointed to serve as an Alternate 
Director to the Indian Wells Ground-
water Authority Board of Directors. 
Terri Red Owl was appointed as Water 

Commissioner by the Board and the 
Water Department for an four-year term 
ending on December 31, 2022.

   -Maddux
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MLR REITERATES 
ICE SUPPORT

By Gorman
MLH IS MALL IN
At its meeting last Monday, the board 

of Mammoth Lakes Housing   (MLH) 
discussed its plans to create 24 new units 
of affordable housing within the next 18 
months.

The non-governmental organiza-
tion owns a building at 238 Sierra 
Manor Road that it plans to convert into 
11 units. Another project within the 
privately-owned Mammoth Mall should 
translate into 13 units. Both proposals 
are contingent upon federal grant fund-
ing for renovation.

The Mammoth Mall property should 
be the first to become move-in ready. 
MLH will apply through the town for 
Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) funding from the the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment. CDBG’s help fund local and state 
governments to create low-income hous-
ing. 

The Mammoth Mall location’s CDBG 
grant will be submitted by the town on 
Feb. 5th, and the grants will be awarded 
in May. If a grant is awarded, MLH would 
then reach a deal with the mall owners 
regarding terms (money, qualifications, 
deed restrictions, etc.). The mall owners 
would perform their own renovations. 

The Sierra Manor Road Property will 
require $30,000 in renovations before 
it can be eligible to apply for CDBG 
funding. That money will come from an 
MLH project specific reserve of $385,279 
raised through the sale of a deed-re-
stricted condo.

The rehab costs that the CDBG grant 
will fix should cost around $3.6m. This 

Complete 
Wine & Beer 

Selection 

 since 1966 

Specia
l 

Now Open Earlier 
Special menu available 4:00-6:00 pm 

 

HD TVs 

Gourmet Fries - Special Burgers - Great Wings 
Chicken & Waffles plus more! 

  
 

Check out our website for the full menu 
www.carsonpeak.com 

Still serving our Traditional Menu 
In the dining room 4pm - 8:30 pm 

STEAKS     RIBS     SEAFOOD 
“Fine dining… with a comfortable, cozy atmosphere” 

A scenic 20 min drive from Mammoth, on the June Lake Loop.  
(760) 648-7575 

Open Wednesday - Sunday from 4 pm till close  (never before 8:30 and later if you give us a call) 
Closed Monday & Tuesday 

Reservations accepted 

grant application will have to wait until 
the August round of CDBG applications. 

If the applications can be filed in the 
August round then the grant will be 
awarded about 5 to 6 months afterwards, 
and work will begin on the new housing 
units in Spring of 2020.

Request for Qualification

The MLH Board also voted to apply 
jointly with the Sierra Business Council 
in response to the town’s Request For 
Qualification [RFQ] for affordable hous-
ing development expertise for the Parcel. 

The town floated the RFQ in December 
to any consultant that could, “Support 
and inform the Town’s Parcel Develop-
ment Team.” 

If MLH is awarded the bid then it will 
get funds from the town that can be used 
to hire a full-time person to work on The 
Parcel. MLH Executive Director Patricia 
Robertson said that this is a good oppor-
tunity for MLH to cement its role in The 
Parcel’s development. 

“Applying for this RFQ is an extension 
of our mission,” Robertson said.

These funds would also help MLH to 
incrementally flesh out its staff. Current-
ly MLH has two employees, Executive 
Director Patricia Robertson and Grant 
& Financial Associate Diane Doonan. 
Board member Tom Hodges called this 
level of staffing, “bare bones,” and citizen 
Sandy Hogan got up at the Monday 
meeting to say, “MLH needs three full-
time employees.”

The Mammoth Lakes Recreation 
[MLR] board of directors voted 
to reiterate its support for a $13 

million Multi-Use Facility at Mammoth 
Creek Park to Town Council. MLR along 
with Mammoth’s Recreation Commis-
sion is considered a “recommending 
body” by the town. It has twice before 
supported a project not to exceed $13 
million at Mammoth Creek Park. This 
vote marks its third time recommending 
this option.

Initial bids solicited by the Town last 
year came in at approximately $19 mill-
lion, so a scaled-down project is being 
contemplated. 

Along with this recommendation, 
the board appointed Colin Fernie to sit 
on a committee that would do a fiscal, 
amenity, and programming analysis of 
the different MUF options, those being 
a $13 million facility at Mammoth Creek 
Park, a less expensive facility at Mam-
moth Creek Park with inferior amenities 
and programming, and a facility at the 
current location next to the library. MLR 
made this appointment at the town’s 
request.

MLR Board Member Bill Sauser was 
not pleased at the prospect of conven-
ing a committee. “The depth of my sor-
row at hearing that we are going to form 
yet one more committee to deal with 
ice issues … This has all been decided,  I 
cannot tell you how many times in the 
last twenty years, by numerous recom-
mending bodies, and committees, and 
commissions,” Sauser said.

David Page, who during this meeting 
was appointed to replace Tom Johnson 
as MLR board president, agreed with 
Sauser.

“We have analyzed almost ad nause-
am … to revisit it at this point seems like 
a delaying tactic that ends up costing 
the taxpayer money,” Page said.

On being appointed to the committee 
to reconsider the project, Colin Fer-
nie said, “I don’t think a lot has really 
changed in terms of the fundamentals 
of the original decision point… Maybe 
it would be good to have a check in on 
that. I think some of that is probably a 
waste of time, but I am happy to waste 
my time.”

The rest of the board came to a con-
sensus on these opinions, and made 
the motion to once again reiterate its 

recommendation to council.
This $13m facility would be for an 

Olympic sized ice rink, but it is not 
enough for a community center. The 
town hopes to build a facility with the 
future capability of scaling it up.

MLR has stated that once the first fa-
cility is built, it can help to fundraise for 
the community center expansion.

MLR also voted to recommend to the 
council that it approve the funding of a 
disc golf course in Shady Rest Park. The 
U.S. Forest Service has approved an area 
of land in the park for geographical and 
archaeological surveying. 

The surveying should be completed 
in the spring and the course should be 
ready to play on in the Fall.

The course will cost the town about 
$30,000 for the NEPA survey, staff time, 
the hardware (catchers, tee pads, and 
course map), and course design by the 
Professional Disc Golf Association. The 
Mammoth Lakes Disc Golf Club has 
fundraised $3,000 for the project.

The board was supportive of this proj-
ect, but worried about maintenance. 

Board member Scott McGuire said, “If 
we are asking for money I want to make 
sure that we have enough set aside to 
make sure that the course stays an at-
traction and viable for a long period of 
time, and not all the sudden we have 
one epic winter and its becomes an eye-
sore and no one wants to play it.”

Board Member Eric Wasserman sug-
gested that leagues and tournaments, 
like in softball, could help to offset the 
price of maintenance.

Sean Turner of Mammoth Brewing 
Company spoke to the board about 
traditional Wood Site events, Bluesa-
palooza, Labor Day Arts Festival, and 
Shakespeare in the Park, still not having 
a location. 

“Bluesapalooza is less than seven 
months away, and we have sold over 
800 tickets... I sure hope we get an event 
site in place. As I learned in business 
school, hope is not a business plan.”

If the lawsuit between MLT and the 
Wood’s Site property owner Dirk Winter 
is resolved in the next few months then 
perhaps these events will return there. 
In the meantime Turner is looking for 
MLR to come up with a plan B.

By Gorman
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LOCKDOWN 
continued from page 1
schools are on lock down.”

Students hunkered down in their 
classrooms, before being escorted to 
the Multi-Purpose Room. From the 
temporary buildings on the south side 
of campus, students and staff walked in 
single file with their hands raised to the 
entrance to the gym. A sheriff’s officer 
with a long gun watched the lines file 
into the gym.

In the Multi-Purpose Room, authori-
ties patted down students for weapons. 
According to the Mammoth Police 
press release, the pat downs were only 
used to search for weapons and no 
weapons were found. With the students 
sequestered, authorities searched the 
classrooms. While they waited, students 
were fed peanut butter sandwiches and 
chips. (The menu was disclosed over the 
emergency text system.) 

At 12:45 p.m., after Mammoth Police 
took a suspect into custody, the lock-
down at the elementary school was 
lifted. At 12:58 p.m., the lockdown at the 
middle school was lifted. When those 
lockdowns were lifted, students went 
home for the day.

The suspect, a high school student, 
who was was taken into custody during 
the lockdown, was released from cus-
tody later Thursday afternoon.

“The responding officers really 
performed well. Our teachers were 
fantastic. Our kids followed directions 
wonderfully

Lois Klein told The Sheet that the lock-
downs at the elementary and middle 
schools were precautionary. They were 

initiated because of the close proximity 
of the campuses.

Students were released at 3:05 p.m.—
the regular time when school ends.

“I never thought I’d have to walk 
through the hallway with my hands up,” 
senior Emily Galvan said. “I always saw 
it on the news, but never thought I’d 
have to go through that.”

Ninth grader Ryan Sandvigen won-
dered why there was a school shooter “at 
this tiny school.”

“It was weird,” he added.  
Junior Cardiff Smith echoed Sandvi-

gen. “It was weird,” Smith said. 
When asked how school on Friday 

would be, Smith said, “Probably weird.” 
“We know who it is. But I don’t know if 

it’s true,” he said. Smith had to go home 

and nap before basketball practice. 
When asked about the identity of the 

suspect, the students refused to give a 
name or didn’t know who it was. 

According to the Mammoth Police 
press release, “The incident had no re-
lationship with the Bishop High School 
lockdown that started about 10 minutes 
prior.”

Mammoth Lakes Police Chief Al Davis 
called it a “weird coincidence.”

Chief Davis told The Sheet that that 
there was never a threat of violence. The 
tip told of an armed student.

“There was not any real threat,” Chief 
Davis said.

Meaning, the student that the tip 
warned about did not threaten violence 
against the school, students or teachers. 

But his being armed presented a threat. 
The student who was taken into 

custody was suspended from school 
according to Mammoth Principal Chris 
Powell.

On Friday, when the student decided 
to return to campus. Mammoth Police 
arrested the student for trespassing 
around 1 p.m. When The Sheet went to 
press the student remained in custody. 

In the aftermath, Klein said, “We are 
stressing with our students that if they 
see something they should say some-
thing,” 

When asked about how Thursday 
morning felt, Powell said, “orderly.”

He recorded a short video of himself 
to prompt discussion of the incident in 
morning classes. 

Klein and Powell believed the re-
sponse to the tip and the procedures in 
place worked. 

A Bishop Police Department press 
release read, “At approximately 11:06 
am today, the Bishop Police Depart-
ment was notified by Bishop Union 
High School administration that staff 
may have heard a student in a crowded 
hallway say that he had a gun. Staff 
could not determine who had uttered 
the words.”

Bishop Police did not find a gun. The 
investigation is ongoing in Bishop.

 

Students pour out of the Multi-Purpose Room after the lockdown was lifted.
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ARTS
By Allison McDonell Page 
SCT TO GO FOUR-FOR-FOUR MLK WEEKEND 

McCave and Runcie rehearsing “Venus” 

Sierra Classic Theatre is ambitiously 
putting on four staged readings over 
MLK weekend featuring many local 

actors whom you love and as well as a 
talented newcomer in Geoff McCave. 
Producer/Director Allison Page’s synopses 
of the plays and casts appear below. 

“Art” by Yasmine Reza (Jan. 17, 7 p.m.)

This Tony Award-winning comedy 
seems to be about the meaning of art (in 
the form of a solid white painting) for 
both the man who bought the painting 
(for an exorbitant price) and the two 
friends who come to see it. In fact, it 
is less concerned with the socioeconom-
ic forces behind cultural taste, than with 
the power dynamics of friendship and 
the difficulty of being truly honest, even 
between people who love each other.  

Background: From the NY Times: 
“Written by Yasmine Reza in Paris in 
1994, this lacerating comedy dissects the 
bonds among three friends when one 
mocks another for buying an expensive 
all-white contemporary painting, and 
the third is stuck in the uncomfortable 
middle. The play won prestigious prizes 
in Paris and London, as well as the best 
play Tony Award on Broadway, and has 
enjoyed the kind of global success rare 
for a modern script. Let alone a French 

one. Let alone one by a woman. It has 
been produced in 45 countries and 
translated into some 30 languages. 

The original 1996 London production 
starred Albert Finney and Tom Courte-
nay, and ran for six years. The original 
Broadway ensemble consisted of Alan 
Alda, Victor Garber and Alfred Molina.

Why I chose the play:  I laughed loud-
ly when I saw the play with Alda, Mo-
lina and Garber in NYC in the ‘90s but 
when I re-ead it after the 2016 election, 
it struck me that the play explored the 
tension between friends and loved ones 
that myself and others were experienc-
ing (specifically now) after this divisive 
election. When a friend makes a choice 
that one absolutely cannot understand, 
can that friendship survive? The play is 
about tolerance and what we will toler-
ate in our relationships, with our friends, 
in our marriages, with our children and 
parents. 

Cast: Kevin Green, Jim Marcotte, Mike 
Dostrow

Venus in Fur by David Ives (Jan. 18 @ 7)

From the NY Times: A sexy comedy 
with something darker, stranger and 
altogether more delicious: a suspense-
packed study of the erotics (and the 
semiotics) of power, in which the two 

The Town of Mammoth Lakes is 

hosting a community workshop for 
its Resilient Mammoth Lakes 

Project on Wednesday, January 
16, from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
in the Town Council Chambers/

Suite Z (437 Old Mammoth Rd.).     

This community meeting is a chance 
to: 

· Learn about the project and 

provide local perspectives on 

issues discussed 

· Understand how the project 

will benefit the community 

· Engage in discussions about 

how climate change can affect 

our Town and our region 

· Help identify ways to make the 

Town more resilient 

Questions? Comments?  
Contact Kimberly Cooke, Assistant Planner 
kcooke@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov  
(760) 965-3638 

Resilient Mammoth Lakes Community Workshop 

The workshop will be held in an 

open house format and will begin 
with a short presentation to 

introduce the project and provide 

an overview of the workshop 
objectives.   

The Resilient Mammoth Lakes 

project will create a set of climate 
adaptation strategies and will update 

the Safety and Housing Elements of 

the Town’s General Plan. The intent 
of the project is to make the Town 

more resilient to a changing climate, 

help us adapt to future conditions 
and uncertainties, and improve the 

economy and quality of life for 

residents and businesses within the 
community and surrounding areas. 
 
For more information please visit our website at: 
https://www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov/895/

Resilient-Mammoth-Lakes  

participants prove to be seriously, almost 
scarily adept. “Venus in Fur” provides 
a seriously smart and very funny stage 
seminar on the destabilizing nature of 
sexual desire: vanilla-flavored, kink-
festooned or anything in between.

Background: David Ives is a hilarious, 
prolific playwrigh. Venus was a huge suc-
cess on Broadway upon its debut in 2012.

Why I chose the play: First, to see if 
I could get away with a play like this in 
Mammoth. Second, I knew Julia Runcie 
would be amazing. Third, I loved how 
it explores the tension between living 
responsibly and truthfully: living in the 
moment versus living the trajectory. 
A tension that crops up in life and in 
theater. 

Cast: Julia Runcie, Geoff McCave

Heisenberg by Stephen Simons (Jan. 19 
@ 7)

From the NY Times: “Though the 
play’s name is that of a theoretical physi-
cist, chemistry — to be pronounced with 
a sizzling “s” — is the science that first 
comes to mind as you watch the splen-
did play. I mean, in particular, that kind 
of chemical reaction whereby X meets 
Y, and the room suddenly pulses with 
a premonition of violent explosion and 
you know that something either wonder-
ful or terrible is going to happen, and the 
possibilities are almost too exciting to 
tolerate.”

The characters: She’s a loud, aggres-
sive, potentially psychotic 42-year-old 
American who works as — well, what? 
Assassin, waitress, con woman, grade 
school receptionist? (her job descrip-
tion keeps changing) He’s a self-effacing, 
stand-offish British butcher of 75, whose 

life has been one monotonous blur.
Background: It starred Mary Louise 

Parker and was a huge success on Broad-
ways when it opened in 2016.

Why I chose the play: It’s beautifully 
written. It’s funny and heart-wrenching 
and simple and beautiful. Chuck wanted 
to do it and Stacy loved it. 

Cast: Chuck Scatolini, Stacy Corless

Ages of The Moon by Sam Shepard (Jan. 
20 matinee @ 4p.m.)

This play is a poignant and hilarious 
meditation on aging and loss. A lesser 
known, more recent Shepard play, writ-
ten in 2010, consists of the funny rumi-
nations of two old coots as they sit on the 
front porch, getting drunk and watching 
the sun go down. Shepard’s sometimes 
laconic sometimes hardtack dialogue 
sets the pace and carries the play 
wherever it wanders, which is often to 
women, which like the moon are distant, 
desirable and mysterious beyond man’s 
understanding. (edited from Variety)

Background: It originated at Dublin’s 
Abbey Theater starring Stephan Rea.

Why I chose the play: When Sam 
Shepard died in 2017 I thought it was 
about time SCT perform one of his plays. 
After rereading a few, I could not imag-
ine them appealing to the Mammoth 
audience. They are often just a little too 
dark, gritty, out there. This one is not 
that way, seemed more relatable and 
was actually the first play we chose to 
do. I have always been a fan of Shepard, 
especially after seeing Phillip Seymour 
Hoffman and J.C. Reilly perform both 
roles in “True West.”

Cast: Kevin Worden, Jeff Frome

PHOTO: BENHAM
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BREAKFAST
LUNCH

FOOD YOU LOVE TO FUEL THE THINGS YOU DO

No Judgments
We reserve the right  to  serve everyone!

MAIN STREET NEXT TO P3 & BLAZING SHEARS 

( 7 6 0 )  9 3 4 - 3 9 0 0  |  b a s e c a m p c a f e . c o m
 # b a s e c a m p c a f e m a m m o t h l a k e s

Have you been camping lately?
Locally Owned & Operated... Come join us... Michael & Russ

C
A M P

B A S E

S M A L L B AT C H  ·  B A R R E L A G E D  S P I R I T S  ·  FA M I LY O W N E D

TASTING ROOM HOURS
F R I DAY S  &  S AT U R DAY S

2 : 3 0 P M - 5 : 3 0 P M

O r  c a l l  u s  t o  s c h e d u l e  a  t o u r 

7 6 0 - 2 7 9 - 3 6 7 0
1 2 3  Co m m e rc e  D r i v e , B 8
w w w. d e v i l s c re e k d i s t i l l e r y. c o m

SHEET SURVEY

The Sheet asked people on the street: Describe your own personal blackout date?

Because Ikon Pass blackout dates were a big issue over the holidays...

“After every town council meeting.”     
              
                                                - Cleland Hoff, Mammoth Lakes

“Almost everyday except my days off.”
                
                                               - Kyle Randolph, Mammoth Lakes

“I haven’t had one in a while. I guess that’s a good thing?”

                                               - Elijah Grice, Mammoth Lakes                

“Christmas, New Years, my birthday. All the traditional ones.

 - Jay Tee, San Diego

“After a long day of snowboarding at the mountain.”
                                                                                       
                 - Natalie Judah,  Mammoth Lakes

“From my birthday on February 12 through Valentines Day.”
                                      
                                             -Lindsay Johnson, Mammoth Lakes
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By Benham
Mammoth Girls win a pair as Thompson, Escobar return

Clockwise from top right: Ella Thompson 
leads a fastbreak. Tin Orrick fights a box 
out. Sam Jones shoots a jumper against 
Lee Vining. Kelly Alvarado (22) and Ni-
cole Escobar (left) on the double team vs. 
Coral Academy.

Mammoth High School girls varsity 
basketball team has won it’s last 
two games. On Friday January 4, 

Mammoth beat Lee Vining, 40-33 and on 
Tuesday, January 8, Mammoth beat Coral 
Academy of Science (Reno, Nevada), 
43-33. 

The game versus Lee Vining was Mam-
moth’s first after ten days off.

“It’s always hard to get back into it,” 
Head Coach Andrew Jones said.

Point guard Nicole Escobar and Captain 
Ella Thompson returned to play in Lee 
Vining after being sidelined most of De-
cember with injuries. 

Mammoth played its 2-3 zone and Lee 
Vining played man-to-man. At the end of 
the third Mammoth led 26-24.

To start the fourth, Nicole Escobar hit 
a jumper from the right wing, which gave 
Mammoth a little breathing room.

Mammoth’s Tina Orrick led her team’s 
defensive attack. She seemed to be 
everywhere. She laid out for loose balls, 
caused jump balls, and stole a ball from 
Lee Vining’s Andrea Santillan which led to 
a Mammoth lay-up. 

Lee Vining went to a press late in the 
fourth, but it wasn’t enough.

The final would have been 40-31, but 
Lee Vining’s Sophia McKee hit a buzzer 
beater mid-range shot. She ran to her 

SPORTS
bench and was swarmed by teammates. 
Don’t call it a meaningless buzzer beater.

The final was Mammoth 40, Lee Vining 
33.

Mammoth had another close game on 
Tuesday versus Coral Academy.

In the first half, the Mammoth shot 10 
of 19 from the free throw line while Coral 
Academy went 0-2.

Coral Academy kept it close. They were 
able to stretch the zone at the wings. The 
low wing player for Mammoth would 
meet the ball at the three point line, leav-
ing space at in the mid-range around the 
block.

Mammoth led 20-19 at halftime then 
started the second half on a 6-0 run.

The team begins league play on Friday, 
January 11 at Lone Pine. Lone Pine went 
undefeated in Desert Mountain League 
play last year. Mammoth finished second, 
losing to Lone Pine twice: by 2 and then 
by 5. 

Mammoth High School’s Varsity 
Boys Basketball team finished 
non-league play with two wins 

last week.
They’ve won nine in a row.
In Lee Vining on Friday January 4, 

Mammoth beat the Tigers 71-28. Mam-
moth led by 9 at the end of the first quar-
ter, then by 10 at halftime.

They opened the second half in a press 
that led to a Liam Bassler lay-up and a 
Trent Presson three-pointer.

The press continued and the Mam-
moth’s lead grew.

Joel Guillen made a three pointer to 
push the lead to 19.

In the fourth, freshman Ben Castro sunk 
a three to his teammates’ delight. With 
1:30 left, the lead was 40, invoking the “40 
Point Rule,” whereby the clock runs con-
tinually for the rest of the game.

On Tuesday, January 8, the Huskies 
beat Coral Academy of Science (Reno, 
Nevada), 57-40. According to Mammoth 
Head Coach Robbie Presson, it was the 
first time Mammoth has ever played 
Coral. 

Coral had five players over 6 feet tall to 
Mammoth’s three players. That height dis-
advantage made it difficult for Mammoth 
to score in the paint.

Seth Gacho found openings along the 
baseline a few feet behind the block. 
Storm Patrie joined him making shots 
from next to the baseline.

Mammoth began the game on an 11-0 
run. Then Coral Academy hit some shots 
and the Mammoth’s missed a few shots. 
The game was scrappy, even sloppy at 
times. 

In the third quarter, Coral Academy 
captain Ahmed Sanousi—a 6’3’’ forward—

slashed Mammoth’s defense right down 
the middle. He drove from the top of the 
key and ducked defenders with a smooth 
side-step or jump stop. Although he didn’t 
make a lot of his shots, his penetration led 
to second chance opportunities. By the 
end of the quarter, Coral cut Mammoth’s 
lead to nine.

In the fourth, Mammoth’s Liam Bassler 
scored five in a row in the fourth: a fast 
break lay-up followed by a three. It was a 
crucial burst that put the game away. He 
totaled 16 points.

But Coral Academy’s Head Coach Roos-
evelt didn’t think the game was done. His 
team trailed 15 with a minute left and he 
instructed them to foul. They fouled twice 
in that minute, the second foul came with 
one second left and the score Mammoth 
56, Coral Academy 40. 

Trent Presson hit the first and missed 
the second and the game ended.

The Huskies begin Desert Mountain 
League play on Friday January 11, at Lone 
Pine.

Last year, the Huskies beat Lone Pine 
twice last year, first by 30 points then by 
21.

“It’s always tough to play down there,”  
Presson said about playing in Lone Pine.

MAMMOTH DOESN’T TIRE OF WINNING

Mammoth Boys trump Tigers, Coral, extend win streak to nine

Clockwise from top right: Seth Gacho 
under the basket against Coral Academy. 
Dylan Eastridge boxes out Lee Vining’s 
Giovanni Gamon. Liam Bassler with a 
finger role against Coral Academy. Cardiff 
Smith dribbles the ball against Lee Vining. 
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year, Alaska had two daily flights to L.A. 
and another daily flight to San Diego. 

This year, United has one daily flight to 
Southern California. JetSuite X also has 
flights whose combined seats don’t add 
up to a second flight. So if you halve the 
seats, well, it would stand to reason you’d 
halve that traffic. 

Ostler did note that JetSuite’s traffic has 
been very strong this year. 

Another point of optimism. Ostler 
believes the “geographical mix” is much 
better with Denver in the lineup, even if 
Denver’s load factor has been sluggish 
thus far. 

The theory being every passenger from 
Denver is most likely a unique visitor. 

As an example, he pointed to Aspen’s 
daily flight to Dallas, noting that just 26% 
of Aspen’s Dallas traffic is actually from 
Dallas. The rest are connections. 

For now, Ostler preaches patience. “If 
this slumps into February, then we will 
start asking more questions,” he said. 

In regard to airline seats, a comparison 
between last year and this which ap-
peared in the July 14, 2018 issue of The 
Sheet. 

Last year, Mammoth had about 32,500 
available seats during the winter season, 
broken down as follows:

LA 17,176
SF 7,280
San Diego 6,156
Burbank 1,890
This year, the breakdown appears to be 

as follows.
LA 10,570
SF 7,140
Denver 7,140
Burbank 1,740
Orange Cty. 1,740
Total: Approx. 28,300, representing a 

~13% decrease. 

More actual reporting from Gorman

Mammoth Lakes Tourism met on 
Thursday to discuss Executive Director 
John Urdi’s contract and the tax revenue 
from December.

The board members, most of whom 
own businesses or work in the lodging 
and food industry in town, reported their 
anecdotal evidence for how business 
was over the holiday season. Michael 
Ledesma reported that Gomez’s Restau-
rant and Hugs Ice Cream were up signifi-
cantly from last year, and he credited the 

“marketing blitz” that MLT ran from Nov. 
22nd to Dec 24th using reserve funds it 
held jointly with the town.

“What we learned is that we have to 
compound this messaging because it 
matters,” Ledesma said.

Sean Turner reported that Mammoth 
Brewing Company underperformed in 
the last two weeks of December.

Board Chair Scott Maguire offered this 
explanation for the difference: “Maybe 
the dirtbags were out of town [during the 
blackout], and they like to drink beer, but 
families were still here to go to Gomez.”

Eric Clark, the MLT representative from 
Mammoth Mountain Ski Area, said that 
the first year of the IKON pass has been a 
great success.

“There were fewer people during the 
blackout but there was still a lot of spend 
during that period and great visitation on 
the sides.”

By “the sides,” Clark means the dates 
before and after the blackout. It was a 
goal of the blackout dates to push some 
visitation to the off-peak dates, and Clark 
said that this was accomplished. He said 
the result is that January is already “look-
ing great.”

Board member Paul Rudder asked if 
there was consideration of having black-
out dates on Mammoth but not June next 
year, and Clark said yes there is consider-
ation but still no decision.

Year to date Transient Occupancy Tax 
is $1,590,418, 41% ahead of budget, and 
Tourism Business Improvement District 
[TBID] tax is at $1,243,405, 2% below 
budget.

The board also had a lengthy discus-
sion over Executive Director John Urdi’s 
bonus for Fiscal Year 17-18.

For hitting the metric in his contract for 
winter employment numbers, Urdi was 
awarded a bonus of $2,922. John Mor-
ris, who headed the committee on Urdi’s 
review, requested that the board offer 
another $8,765, or roughly 4% of Urdi’s 
annual salary, for exemplary perfor-
mance that was not covered in the bonus 
metrics set out in his contract.

This bonus was considered because the 
TBID and TOT tax revenue from 17-18 
was nearly as high as it was in the record 
setting year of 16-17, even though 17-18 
was a dry snow year. 

The board felt comfortable with this 
bonus, until Paul Rudder brought up the 
fact that it might be an illegal gift of pub-

MARZONIE BOWLS TO SILVER

Mammoth’s Scottie Marzonie competed in the 2018 Lawn Bowling National Cham-
pionships in Sun City, Arizona last month. Despite playing perhaps 20 times a year 
(Mammoth isn’t exactly the Lawn Bowls hotbed of North America), Marzonie, repre-
senting the Pacific Intermountain division, nearly won it all this year, ultimately finish-
ing 2nd. In round-robin play, he had a 5-2 record. 

EDITORIAL
continued from page 2

lic funds since it was outside the explicit 
bonus metrics of the contract.

Urdi’s contract has a bonus cap of 15% 
of total salary, and this bonus addition 
was within that limit. Had MLT been a 
private entity this discretionary bonus 
would have been legal, but with public 
funds there is some confusion.

The Board passed a motion to ask its 

counsel whether this discretionary bonus 
is legal or not, and to work to update 
Urdi’s contract.

Urdi is now six months into the new 
fiscal year, and his contract has still not 
been updated. It automatically renewed 
in June 2018.
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calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC
Happy Hour/
Austria Hof. 4-7 p.m. Sunday-Thursday 
and 4-6 p.m. Friday & Saturday. See ad, 
p. 13.
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill Slider 
Mondays,Monday’s @ 9 p.m. Taco 
Tuesday, 3 homemade tacos for $6. 
Wine Wednesday is 1/2 off the entire list 
all day, happy hour wine from 3 p.m.-
close) See ad, p. 7.
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour Mon-Fri., 
Happy Hour from 4-6 p.m. 
Morrison’s Happy Hour Daily, 5-7 p.m.
The Mogul All Night Happy Hour 
during NFL games. Bar only. 
Mammoth Rock ‘N’ Bowl
Mon. DJ 9:00 p.m  Bowling & 
Beats,Thurs. DJ 10 p.m Latin 
Night,Saturday DJ  9 p.m. 
Petra’s Bistro & Wine Bar Daily, 5-7 
p.m. $5-10 menu items and drink 
specials. See ad, p. 4. 
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour: 4:30-7 
p.m. daily. $5 dollar menu items, drink 
specials. Sunday: open at 10 a.m. for 
football. See ad, p. 4. 
Roberto’s Happy Hour: 4-6 p.m. daily. 
Sunday: open at 10 a.m. for football. 
Famous Slocums Happy Hour Mon.-
Fri 4-6 p.m.; Sat./Sun.4-5:30 p.m. 
Dining at 5pm, daily, “No Reservations, 
just come on in”See ad, p. 5. 
Social T-Bar Club in June Lake.
Entertainment virtually every night.
More info: www.tbarsocialclub.com.
Giovanni’s Happy Hour daily 4-6 p.m. 
Large pizza and a pitcher of beer gets 
you free wings. See ad on this page.
Shelter Distilling Happy Hour 3-5 
p.m. daily: half off all drinks. Free Spirit 
tasting flight 2-3 p.m. daily. See ad, p. 
19.
The Warming Hut Restaurant Apres 
Ski Afternoons. Sat. & Sun. 3-6. Live 
Lounge Jazzy Music. 
Devils Creek Distillery tasting room 
hours. 2:30-5:30 p.m. every day (except 
New Year’s Day). Location: Industrial 
Park (off of Meridian). 123 Commerce 
Dr. Info: 760.793.7131. See ad, p. XXX.
Carson Peak Inn in June Lake. Special 
after-ski menu 4-6 menu. 

January 11-12/
Ben Mistrika & Collectivity play 
Liberty. Time: 9 p.m. Free.
LAW (rock) plays Rafters. Time: 10 p.m. 
Free.
June Lake Winter Jam Fest at T-Bar 
Social Club. Friday: The Higgs, 9 p.m., 
Saturday: David Gains opens for Jerry’s 
Middle Finger, 9 p.m., Tix: $20-40. Info: 
balancedrocksaloon.com. More info: see 
ad, p. 7.

January 11-13/
Beach Bar Apres, music by DJ WLDCT. 
Featuring a silent disco and giveaways. 
Village Gondola open late to return to 
The Village. Location: Canyon Lodge. 
Time: 1-6 p.m.  

Saturday, January 12/
Template Shreds concert. Time: 8-10 
p.m. Location: June Lake Community 
Center. More info: see sidebar column 
next page.

Sunday, January 13/
Screening of “The Push: A South Pole 
Adventure”. The story of parapalegic 
skier Grant Korgan’s quest for the South 
Pole. Time: 7 p.m. Location: T-Bar Social 
Club, June Lake. Tix: $7 at the door. 

Friday, January 11/
High School Basketball: 
Mammoth versus Lone Pine. Location: 
Lone Pine. Girls varsity at 5:30 p.m. Boys 
varsity at 7.
Bishop hosts Frazier Mountain 
(Lebec, CA). Girls varsity at 6 p.m. Boys 
varsity at 7:30.
Free skating at Mammoth Ice Rink. 
7-10 p.m. 

Saturday, January 12/
Bucky (June Mtn. mascot) hosts a 
bonfire.  Cookies, hot chocolote and 
dancing. Time: 2-3 p.m. Location: June 
Mountain Chalet.
Woolly’s Saturday Parade through The 
Village.  Face painting, dancing, music, 
and a parade with Woolly and friends 
from Mammoth Mountain Ski School. 
Time: 3:45-4:30 p.m. Location: meet at 
The Plaza in The Village. 
IKON Passholder Early-Ups. Location: 
Mammoth Mountain. Time: 7:30-8:30 
a.m. More info: see sidebar column next 
page.
Sage to Summit & Inyo Search and 
Rescue 5k. All proceeeds go to Inyo 
SAR. Time: Registration @ 8 a.m. Race 
@ 9 a.m. Cost: $10 suggested donation. 
Location: Millpond Recreation Area, 
Sawmill Road, Bishop. Info: sagetosum-
mit.com.
COSA Bird Walk with Eastern Sierra 
Audubon. Birders of all experience lev-
els welcome. Time: 8:30 a.m. Location: 
meet at BLM/Forest Service Office, Pacu 
Lane, Bishop. Info: 406.396.5291.

Sunday, January 13/
Lakes Basin 15k Skate. Cross country 
ski races. 15k for adults, and 3k & 5k 
courses for kids. More info: 760.934.2442 
x 8.
Sierra Club Outing. Cross-country ski 
the Lookout Mountain Loop. 5.4 miles 
roundtrip. Meet in Union bank park-
ing lot at 10 a.m. More info: Vivian, 
520.414.9948 or Ann, 760.934.9271.

Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

CHARGE THROUGH THE PLAYOFFS
BUY BEER HERE

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

TOWN STUFF

BARS & MUSIC
Monday, January 14/
June Lake Laughs. Marc Yaffee 
headlines. Features Cameron Shirey.
Part of T-Bar’s Monthly Comedy Series. 
Time: 8 p.m. Location: T-Bar Social 
Club. Tix: $7 at the door.
Open Mic at Black Doubt Brewing Co. 
Time: 6-10 p.m. Free.

Tuesday, January 15/
Team trivia @ Mammoth Brewing Co. 
Time: 7 p.m. Free. Prizes.

Wednesday, January 16/
Open Mic at T-Bar Social Club. Hosted 
by Mike McGuire. Time: 7-11 p.m. Free.
Locals night @ Rafters every 
Wednesday. $2 drafts. DJs. 
Metalachi (heavy metal and mariachi)
plays T-Bar Social Club. Time: 9 p.m. 
Tix: $20 at balancedrocksaloon.com, 
$25 at the door.

Friday, January 18/
The Novelists at T-Bar Social 
Club. Time: 9 p.m. Tix: $5 at 
balancedrocksaloon.com, $8 at the 
door.

Saturday, January 19/
Hollywood Bad Boy Mickey Avalon 
plays Rafters. Time: 9 p.m. 21+. Advance 
tix: $20 at Rafters and online at www.
Ticketweb.com. $25 at the door. 

info@MammothInsurance.com
625 Old Mammoth Rd, Mammoth Lakes

MammothInsurance.com

AUTO - HOME - COMMERCIAL - HEALTH 

Alicia Olson
LIC # 0I19200

OWNERS/BROKERS

Eric Olson
LIC # 0783148

CALL 760-934-2200
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calendar of events
IKON Pass Holder Early-Ups

IKON Pass Holders get an hour of 
early lift access at Mammoth Mountain 
on Saturday, January 12 from 7:30-8:30 
a.m. There will be a complimentary hot 
breakfast at McCoy Station at 8 a.m. 
RSVP: https://www.mammothmoun-
tain.com/winter/plan-a-vacation/
season-passes/ikon-pass-holder-early-
ups.

June Lake Winter Jam Fest

On January 11 and 12, T-Bar Social 
Club hosts the June Lake Winter Jam 
Fest, featuring the music by The Higgs, 
Jerry's Middle Finger, and David Gains. 

The Higgs play on Friday at 9 p.m. 
David Gains opens for Jerry's Middle 

Finger on Saturday at 9 p.m. Proceeds 
from ticket sales go to the Mono Arts 
Council. Tix: $20 or $40 gets you a t-
shirt and a stainless steal mug. bal-
ancedrocksaloon.com. More info: see 
ad, p. 7.

Four Plays, Four Days 

Sierra Classic Theatre presents four 
plays over Martin Luther King Week-
end, Thursday-Sunday, January 17-20.

"Art" by Yasmina Reza. Thursday @ 
7 p.m. 

"Venus" in Fur by David Ives. Friday 
@ 7 p.m. 

"Heisenberg" by Simon Stephens. 
Saturday @ 7 p.m. 

"Ages of the Moon" by Sam Shepard. 
Sunday @ 4 p.m. 

The performances take place at The 
Edison Theatre, 100 College Parkway, 
Mammoth Lakes. Cost: $5 suggested 
donation @ door. More info: www.
sierraclassictheatre.com. 

Template Shreds

Eastern Sierra's greatest/only 
psychadelic rock semi-improvisational 
instrumental jam band, Template 
Shreds, invites you to its concert on 
January 12, from 8-10 p.m., at the June 
Lake Community Center.

It is there fifth show (and first 
indoors. Preston Few is the guitarist, 
John Butler plays bass and Matt Meyer 
the drums.

"If you heard about the awesome 
band that closed out this year's June 
Lake Beer Fest, that was us.  If you 
heard about the terrible band that 
closed out this year's June Lake Beer 
Fest... well, that was also us," says 
Meyer.

All proceeds at the door go to the lo-
cal childcare nonprofit Little Loopers. 
There will be beer and lasers.

The June Lake Community Center is 
located at 90 Granite Avenue in June 
Lake.

This link goes to the band's latest 
song: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Q4Hih5pCy3o&t=27s.

Moonlight Snowshoeing

Experience the Lakes Basin under a 
full moon with Tamarack Cross Coun-
try Ski Center's snowshoe tours on 
January 19 and 20.

Depart the Tamarack Cross-Country 
Ski Center at 7 p.m. for a 1.5 hour guid-
ed tour. Then gather for dessert and 

TOWN STUFF UPCOMING

Sunday, January 13 (cont.)/
City of Angels Saxophone Quartet 
presented by Bishop Community Con-
certs.  Set list includes Gershwin, Bru-
beck, John Williams, and more. Time: 3 
p.m. BUHS Dorothy Joseph Theater, 301 
North Edwards Street, Bishop. Tix: at 
door $25/adult, $10/students 8th-12th 
grades, Free/students 7th grade and un-
der. Info: bishopcca.org or 760.873.5991.

Monday, January 14/
Bishop City Council meets. Time: 6-8 
p.m. Location: City Council Chambers, 
City Hall.  
The Board of Education of the Mam-
moth Unified School District invites 
you to assist them in the selection of a 
new MUSD superintendent. Members 
of the community, parents, students, 
employees and representatives from 
local agencies are invited to meet with 
Mr. Joel Shapiro and Dr. Jan Britz of The 
Cosca Group, the firm that has been se-
lected to assist us with the superinten-
dent search. Time: 6:30 p.m. Location: 
Mammoth High School MPR.

Tuesday, January 15/
Inyo County Board of Supervisors 
meets. Time: 10 a.m. Location: County 
Administrative Building, Independence.
Mono County Board of Supervisors 
meets. Time: 9 a.m. Location: 2nd floor, 
Mono County Courthouse, Bridgeport.
Mammoth Lakes Chamber of Com-
merce Power Lunch. Time: 12-1 p.m. 
Location: The Bistro East at Snowcreek 
Athletic Club. Guest speaker: Heather 
Skillings on the importance of trade-
marking your business.
High School Basketball: Mammoth 
hosts Desert Christian. Girls varsity at 
5:30 p.m. Boys varsity at 7.
Mono Arts Council Art and Wine 
event. Time: 5:30-8:30 p.m. Loca-
tion: MAC Gallery inside the Minaret 
Mall. Cost: $35. Instructor: Julie Rolfe. 
Medium: Pen and Ink Pinecone. Info: 
760.914.2731

AT THE MOVIES
Minaret Cinemas    

The Mule (R): Directed by and starring Clint Eastwood. He plays a broke horticul-
turalist who turns to drug trafficking to make a buck.
 
Bumblebee (PG-13): Transformers prequel. 93% score on Rotten Tomatoes

For movie times, call 760.934.3131 or visit mammothlakesmovies.com. 

hot drinks in front of the fireplace back 
at Tamarack Lodge. Price is $59 per 
person and includes equipment. Space 
is limited. If you miss January's tours, 
there will be more on February 17 and 
18. For more info: cal 800.MAMMOTH  
or visit mammothmountain.com.

Master Gardener Class

You're invited to apply to become 
an UCCE Inyo and Mono Counties' 
Master Gardener.

In an effort to be more accessible to 
a wider audience, both in terms of age 
and geography, we are changing the 
format of the training class this year in 
a number of important ways. It is our 
hope that this format better fits how 
adults learn.

Topic Schedule:
1. Botany & Plant Science Feb. 20-28 
2. Soils & Fertility Mar. 1-12 
3. Horticulture Mar. 13-31 
4. IPM Apr. 1-10 
5. Landscape Plants Apr. 11-20 
6. Irrigation Apr. 21-30 
7. Vegetable Gardening May 1-14 
8. Pomology May 15-31 
9. Master Gardener Volunteer Skills 

Jun. 1-8 
10. Specialty Topics including: Jun. 

9-20 a. Turf b. Landscape design c. 
Houseplants d. Poisonous plants 

11. Certification Exam Jun. 21-25. 
Cost: $100 training fee. You do not 

need to pay until you are accepted.
Applications due January 24. Return 

to our office at 207 West South St., 
Bishop. or email to melyeager@ucanr.
edu. Info: Melissa Yeager, 760.873.7854 
or melyeager@ucanr.edu or immg@
ucanr.edu.

ESLT open house 

Join ESLT for an informal gathering 
to meet and mingle with our board, 
staff, conservation partners and sup-
porters like you as we raise our glasses 
to 2019!

We hope you'll join us on January 23 
for a fun evening at our office. 

Help us welcome our new Education 
Coordinator and AmeriCorps Member, 
Marie Ring, and our new Communica-
tions Coordinator, Kristen Stipanov. 

And celebrate the New Year with us!

Eastern Sierra Land Trust's
Open House Celebration
Wednesday, January 23rd
5:00 - 6:30pm
ESLT's Office (250 N. Fowler St. in 

Bishop)
All Are Welcome  ◆  RSVP Helpful

Please email marie@eslt.org or call 
(760) 873-4554 if you plan to attend. 
While your RSVP isn't required, it will 
help us make sure that we have enough 
snacks and drinks for all.

National Skating month

... is January. Free skate lessons at 
Mammoth Ice Rink Jan. 11, 18 and 25 
from 4-6:30 p.m. 

In addition, there is a free skate this 
Friday from 7-10 p.m. 

More info, see ad p. 7. 

Wednesday, January 16/
Mammoth Lakes Recreation Commis-
sion meets. Time: 9 a.m. Location: Suite 
Z, Minaret Mall. 
Resilient Mammoth Lakes Community 
Workshop. 2-4 p.m. *Details, see ad p. 
10.
Mammoth Lakes Town Council meets. 
6 p.m. Location: Suite Z, Minaret Mall. 

January 17-20/
Sierra Classic Theatre presents four 
staged readings over four days. For 
more info, see related story p. 10. 

Thursday, January 17/
High School Soccer: Bishop hosts 
Rosamond. Girls varsity at 3 p.m. Boys 
varsity at 5. 

Friday, January 18/
High School Soccer: Mammoth hosts 
Desert Christian. Girls varsity at 11 
a.m. at MHS. Boys varsity at 2:45 p.m. at 
Whitmore Park Soccer Field.

Saturday, January 19/
Skandar Reid exhibit and reception 
at Tecopa Hot Springs Resort Gallery. 
Time: 2-5 p.m. Info: 760.852.4420. 
Murder Myster Dinner @ Elks Lodge, 
151 East Line St., Bishop. Doors open  
5 p.m. Tix: $30. Presale tix available at 
Elks Lodge. Info: 760.873.3221. 

Sunday, January 20/
Sierra Club Outing: Mammoth 
Snowshoe. Route: above the scenic 
loop. Elevation gain of 850 feet. 3 miles 
round trip. Dogs welcome. Bring a 
lunch. Meet at the Union Bank parking 
lot in Minaret Mall at 10 a.m. Info: 
melissas1@verizon.net.
Total lunar eclipse stargazing party. 
Starts 7 p.m. at the Independence 
Creek Star Park, located just west of 
Independence off the Onion Valley 
Road in the back of the Inyo County 
Independence Creek campground. 
Come prepared. 
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Help Wanted

Sierra Employment Services, Inc. is hiring 
for the following positions:

Bilingual HR Personnel M $ DOE
Hotel Front Desk M $14 to $15

Housekeepers & Housemen M $15 to $17
Construction General Laborer M/B $15 to 

$20
Quickbooks Bookkeeper M $20 to $22

Snow Shovelers M $20 to $22
MCWD–Mech. Maint. Wkr1 M $18.41 to 

$25.35

 Call 760.924.0523 or 760.873.8599
See our full job list online 

www.SierraEmployment.com

   Mammoth Rock & Bowl/Mammoth Rock 
Brasserie has the following positions avail-
able. Bowling Desk Employees, Server, Bar-
tender, Brasserie Hostess. Contact Stephan 
760.709.0559, or Ann Ward ext. 221.  

   
Holiday Haus Motel and HostelNow Hir-
ing for year round permanent position for 
a Front Desk .Excellent pay DOE.Please 
contact Todd Roberts at 760.934.2414 or 
stop by and see us in person at 3905 Main 
Street in Mammoth Lakes. 

Z-Z-ZIPPERS! Quality work, speedy 
service. Sportswear, parkas, pants, packs & 
duffels. Hems, too! Call 760.873.4499.PERSONALS

               NO CLASS-IFIEDS

Alpenhof Lodge is accepting applications 
for winter employment.  We are looking for 
full and part time team members for year 
round and seasonal positions.  Applicants 
must be able to work weekends and holi-
days.  Day, evening and night shifts are avail-
able.  Please apply in person at 6080 Minaret 
Rd, Mammoth
  

Mammoth/Bishop Domino’s Hiring!
Come work in a fun, fast paced environment! 
We are looking for Pizza Makers, Shift 
Managers, and Drivers!  Hours are typically 
from noon through closing depending on 
the position. This is a high-energy environ-
ment and and we need people who are 
coachable, who can multitask, and who can 
handle pressure. When the RUSH comes, we 
need employees who are prepared to serve 
the customers in the best and most efficient 
way. All applicants must be able to pass a 
background check. And Drivers must have 
a good Motor Vehicle Record with three or 
less tickets in the last 3 years. Apply in store 
at 1339 Rocking W Dr. In the Bishop Plaza, 
same building as RiteAid, or Mammoth 
1394 Meridian across from Vons.  We are the 
newest restaurant in town and everybody 
is hungry! If you think you can handle the 
excitement, WE WANT YOU! 

Mammoth Spa Creations has an FT 
position in spa maintenance. Position offers 
vacation accrual, benefits and paid holidays. 
Experience preferred. Some heavy lifting, 
a clean background and clean DMV is re-
quired. Call 760.924.3091 or stop by the store 
at 1401 Tavern Rd. in Mammoth  

Help Wanted Help Wanted

For Rent

    Stellar Brew is hiring! Kitchen staff, baris-
tas, and a baker are needed. Be an integral 
part of the community while working with 
an energetic crew of awesome individuals. 
Pay is competitive, we offer many benefits 
and we will love you and treat you with 
respect. We are hiring for year round and 
seasonal positions. Email stellarbrew@
gmail.com for all the details! 

Registered Dietician Full time, oversees 
kitchen and nutrition service for skilled 
nursing facility. Salaried position with 
benefits, 401K, fully staffed kitchen and a 
fantastic clinical team. Join us in serving 
Bishop’s post-acute and long term care 
needs. Give us a call at 760-872-1000, or 
drop in to see us at Bishop Care Center 151 
Pioneer Lane. EOE

Entry Level Housekeeping / Laundry 
Aide  We have full time entry level posi-
tions for, Housekeeping and Laundry 
Aides for our skilled nursing facility which 
offers, benefits and 401k.  Give us a call at 
760-872-1000, or drop in to see us at Bishop 
Care Center 151 Pioneer Lane. EOE

Entry Level Dietary Aide We have full 
time entry level positions for, Dietary Aide 
for our skilled nursing facility which offers, 
benefits and 401k.  Give us a call at 760-
872-1000, or drop in to see us at Bishop 
Care Center 151 Pioneer Lane. EOE

    Restaurant Skadi is seeking a pastry cook, 
line cook & a dishwasher.  Applicants should 
be passionate, humble, quick and detail-
oriented. Call/text Ian 760.914.0962 or email 
info.skadi@gmail.com.  skadirestaurant.com  
   Subway of Mammoth is looking for 
talented and motivated people to join our 
team. We are accepting applications for FT/
PT Sandwich Artists and Management posi-
tions. Apply in-store or at Subway.com.

   We are taking applications for all depart-
ments, both PT and FT. Retail, Repair, Boot, 
Demo, Rental. Apply online or in-store . 
  Mammoth Spa Creations seeks Office/
Sales Associate position, which incl. vaca-
tion accrual, benefits and paid holidays. 
Experience preferred. Some heavy lifting, 
a clean background and clean DMV is re-
quired. Call 760.924.3091 or stop by the store 
at 1401 Tavern Rd. in Mammoth. 
    Account Manager – Needed for local 
established bookkeeping office. Competi-
tive pay. Accounting/bookkeeping experi-
ence preferred.   Email resume to info@
butnerhoaservices.com or mail to Butner 
Homeowner Assoc. Services, P.O. Box 1999, 
Mammoth Lakes, CA  93546.
   Eastern Sierra Transit Hiring Mammoth 
Drivers for Winter Season $500.00 sign on 
bonus-MMSA-June Ski Pass, Paid Training 
Provided Full time and Part Time
Training Starts Soon.Interested?
Go to estransit.com/jobs Or call 
760.872.1901 ext 11 
   First chair food truck Experienced line 
cooks only Am shift, flexible schedule. 
Simple menu Fun work environment 
Competitive pay plus tips Applicant must 
be a strong line cook and be able to help 
customers too.  Call Dan 530 207 9012   
     Samurai Restaurant and Bar seek 
Hostess, Kitchen staff, servers, Bartender. 
Apply in person, bring resume, 3-5 p.m., ask 
for Hide (Hee-dey).

Second Chance Thrift Shop seeks bright, 
energetic sales associate. Must be able to lift 
at least 40 lbs. and have some experience 
in a busy retail environment. Apply within. 
Bring resume. 501 Old Mammoth Rd. Info: 
clepre@disabledsportseasternsierra.org. 
   Smokeyard is hiring for all positions. If 
you have a great attitude, please send inqui-
ries to info@smokeyard.com. 

Mammoth Taxi is accepting resumes for 
experienceddrivers with great customer 
service and clean driving records. We are 
also looking for office help for the right 
person with great organizational skills 
and customer service background. Please 
inquire with Scottie at 760-914-7433. www.
mammoth-taxi.com.
  Austria Hof Lodge is seeking  full time and 
part time housekeepers. Day shifts available, 
must be able to work weekends. Starting sal-
ary at 15.00 per hour. Apply in person  at 924 
Canyon Blvd or call 760-934-2764 

    Assistant manager needed at La Resi-
dence 4 and 5 condos in Mammoth.
2 days a week maybe more.  Work includes: 
lawn care, pool/spa care, snow blowing/
removal on walkways. Pick up application 
at entry to pool/spa on Azimuth St.  be-
tween Sierra Nevada and Meridian.   Call 
760-934-4990 for more details and to submit 
application.
   The Ski Renter is looking for full and part 
time ski techs.Knowledge
of skiing/snowboarding is helpful. Apply at 
The Ski Renter, old mmth
rd. and main st. 760 934 6560.
   Elixir Superfood & Juice is hiring Kitchen 
Team members and early morning Cold 
Press Juice Operators. We’re looking for 
hard-working individuals with a passion for 
good food & healthy living. Benefits include 
great wages and a fun and energetic work 
environment. Apply in person or online at 
www.enjoyelixir.com/jobs

Reservation Agent - part time;  must 
include weekend shift; up to 20 hours per 
week;  am and pm shifts available. Salary 
$15.00 per hour. Email inquires to employ-
ment@snowcreekresort.com. 

Help Wanted - Seeking Food and Bever-
age Director for new business venture in 
Eastern Sierra. The ideal candidate has at 
least 5 years local bar/restaurant experience 
and is well versed in all facets of operations, 
including Micros and inventory manage-
ment. They know how to supervise a solid 
team and possess a strong work ethic with 
attention to detail. Great opportunity to 
grow with our expanding businesses. Send 
resume and cover letter to ESTI PO Box 7725 
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546   

   Season Rental: Beautiful “Chateau Blanc” 
3 bed/2 bath remodeled condo for seasonal 
rental.  Furnished, sleeps 6, washer & dryer, 
close to town and the “Red Line.” Flexible 
on the start and end dates, but must be a 
minimum “5 month” lease. Rent is $2800 per 
month and utilities are tenant’s responsibil-
ity.  Please call Pam Mowat, Agent, at 530-
386-4462 for more details. 
  2BD/1BA 900 sq. ft. duplex located on 
Aspen Rd. in June Lake. W/D, woodstove, 
recently remodeled. On county maintained 
road. $1,300/mo. N/S, NO PETS. Info: 
805.459.7485.

2 bedroom, i bath unfurnished condo. 
Just remodeled. No garage. One-year lease. 
$1,600/mo. 760.937.7569

Help Wanted

For Hire

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Super Clean

Alejandra Sarahi Lemus Soviano
220 Sierra Monor Road #12
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by an Individual 
The registrant has not yet begun to trans-
act business under the fictitious business 
name listed herein.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on December 
14,2018     
File Number 18-210
2018-0223(12/22, 12/29, 1/5, 1/12)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Side Door Cafe & Wine Bar

Vinery LLC
P.O. Box 7141
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by an Lim-
ited Liability Co.The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business under the ficti-
tious business name listed herein. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on December 12, 
2018     
File Number 18-207
2018-0224 (12/22, 12/29, 1/5, 1/12)

Drummer Wanted
    Putting together a killer blues & funk 
band. Maybe you haven't played in a while 
and have been thinking about getting back 
into it. Here ya go. Get those chops back. 
Call Mike. 760-920-8271

I saw you ... think the Chargers will finally 
beat the Patriots in the playoffs this year. Did 
you know Billy Joel even wrote a song about it? 
Rivers of Dreams.

In search of ... a new sport? How about lawn 
bowling? I’ll be hosting tryouts this weekend 
on my finely trimmed Brazilian grass. 
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         PUBLIC NOTICES NEW LEASH ON LIFE 
AT TAILWAGGERS

TS #2018-0228

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Mono County Friends of the Library/
Lee Vining Chapter

Lee Vining Library 
51710 Hwy 395, P.O. Box 58
Lee Vining, Ca. 93541

This business is conducted by a 501(c3).
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on July 17, 2018. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on Nov. 5, 2018     
File Number 18-187
2018-0225 (12/22, 12/29, 1/5, 1/12)

TS #2019-0003

                       

Attention: 

Surplus Equipment Available 
Scientific & Field Equipment, Computer Equipment

In accordance with District Rule 1101 Section 4.3, the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution 
Control District will be disposing of certain District materials, equipment and assets 
deemed to be surplus. Surplus items will be made available first to non-profit 
organizations, government agencies and schools at no charge. To see a complete list 
of items and the process for obtaining them, please visit our website at 
www.gbuapcd.org/surplus or call Susan Cash at (760) 872-8211 extension 230.
Requests must be submitted no later than 5pm, January 14, 2019.

Great Basin Unified APCD
157 Short Street

Bishop, CA 93514 
(760) 872-8211 

Statement Of Abandonment
Of Use of Fictitious Business Name 

Statement:

Mammoth Business Essentials Inc.

The following persons have abandoned the 
use of the fictitious business name:

Craig Hansen
P.O. Box 100, 1934 Meridian Blvd.
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by a Corpora-
tion. The fictitious business name was filed 
in Mono County.  
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on Dec. 26, 2018.     
2019-0001 (1/5, 1/12, 1/19, 1/26)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Mammoth Business Essentials

Samantha Taylor
P.O. Box 100, 1934 Meridian Blvd.
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by an Individual 
The registrant has not yet begun to trans-
act business under the fictitious business 
name listed herein.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on Dec. 13,2018     
File Number 18-0208
2019-0002 (1/5, 1/12, 1/19, 1/26)

Notice of Public Hearing  
Zoning Code Amendment 

(ZCA 18-003) 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, 
January 16, 2019, beginning at 6:00 p.m. and 
continuing until finished, at the Town Council 
Chambers, Suite Z in the Minaret Village Shopping 
Center, 437 Old Mammoth Road the Mammoth 
Lakes Town Council will hear a request for the 
following: 
Application: Zoning Code Amendment (ZCA) 18-
003 — Amend the sections of the Town’s Municipal 
Code (Title 17) related to the allowance of physical 
wellness and rehabilitation facilities to: (1) add a 
service use classification in Table 17.32.100 for 
physical wellness and rehabilitation facilities in the 
Public Quasi-Public zoning district; (2) create a 
maximum floor area ratio of 0.5 for the proposed use in 
Section 17.32.100.C; and (3) add a definition for the 
proposed use in Section 17.144.050. 
PEDC Recommendation: The Planning and 
Economic Development Commission (PEDC) 
considered ZCA 18-003 at a noticed public hearing on 
December 12, 2018 and recommended to Town 
Council approval with minor changes which have been 
incorporated into the ZCA language. 
CEQA Determination: Exempt pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3). 
Location: Public Quasi-Public zoning districts 
Proponent: Disabled Sports Eastern Sierra and 
Mammoth Lakes Foundation 
All persons having an interest in the proposed 
application request may appear before the Town 
Council either in person or represented by counsel and 
present testimony or may, prior to said hearing, file 
with the Town Clerk written correspondence pertaining 
thereto.  Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009
(b), if this matter is subsequently challenged in court, 
the challenge may be limited to only those issues 
raised at the public hearing described in this notice or 
in written correspondence delivered to the Town of 
Mammoth Lakes at, or prior to, the public hearing.  For 
additional information, or to obtain a copy of the staff 
report which will be published no later than January 11, 
2019, contact Sandra Moberly, Community & 
Economic Development Director, at (760) 965-3633. 
Facsimiles may be sent to (760) 934-7493 or e-mail at: 
smoberly@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.  

Mammoth Lakes Town Council  
P.O. Box 1609, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546  

Notice of Public Hearing

Town of Mammoth Lakes 
 

 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to Section 15072 of the State CEQA Guidelines, the Town 
of Mammoth Lakes hereby gives notice that a Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration 
(IS/MND) for the Mammoth Arts and Cultural Center (MACC) project is available for review and 
comment. A Notice of Intent (NOI) to adopt the IS/MND is hereby distributed.  As Lead Agency, the 
Town of Mammoth Lakes is circulating for public review the IS/MND.   

Project Description and Location: The 9.84-acre project site is located at the Cerro Coso Community 
College site (100 College Parkway) in the eastern portion of the Town of Mammoth Lakes, approximately 
two miles west of U.S. Route 395 and approximately a half mile south of State Route 203. The project 
consists of constructing a new Performing Arts Center, which includes a 298-seat Performing Arts 
Theatre, 500-seat outdoor amphitheater, and associated parking lot.  Additionally, the project proposes 
renovations to the existing Edison Theatre parking lot and roof.  Project approval would require a Major 
Design Review (DR) and CEQA clearance. 
 
Comment Period:  A 30-day public review period for the Draft IS/MND begins on January 11, 2019 and 
ends on February 11, 2019.  Town staff will respond to all comments received on the Draft IS/MND.  
Comments may be submitted by facsimile, letter, or electronic mail.   

All comments and responses to this notice should be submitted in writing to:  Sandra Moberly, Community 
and Economic Development Director, Town of Mammoth Lakes, Community and Economic 
Development Department, P.O. Box 1609, 437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite 230, Mammoth Lakes, CA, 
93546, or via facsimile at 760.934.7493, or via email at smoberly@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. For 
additional information, contact Sandra Moberly via email or by phone at (760) 965-3633. 

TS #2019-0005

The Mono County Board of Education will hold a public 
hearing on Thursday, January 17, 2019, at 10:00 AM at the 
Mono County Office of Education, 37 Emigrant Street, 
Bridgeport, CA.  The subject of the public hearing is the 
review of Board Policy 6141.6.1, "Indian Policies and 
Procedures".

TS #2019-0006

Mammoth Lakes Fire Chief is seek-
ing an administrative assistant. The job 
description is posted below.

Position: Regular full-time non-
exempt permanent appointment. One 
opening exists for this position due to a 
retirement on or around April 30, 2019.  
It is desired to have the person filling 
this vacancy available to work through 
two full payroll cycles (i.e., 28 days 
each) with the present administrative 
assistant prior to their retirement.   

How to Apply: Send a completed 
application (available at the MLFPD@
ca.gov), your resume, and a letter of 
interest (signed, not to exceed one-
page, single space, 11 font Calibri, 1” 
margins), summarizing why you would 
be strong candidate for this specific 
position, to Jody@mlfd.ca.gov no later 
than 2/15/19 at 5:00 pm PST.

Eligibility Requirements: Go to http://
mammothlakesfd.homestead.com/. 

Process of Selection: Applications 
received by the District will be scored 
with specific emphasis on:

• Completeness and legibility of the 
application, 

• Required and preferred qualifica-
tions of the applicant,

• Content, grammar, and punctuation 
of the applicant’s Letter of Interest.
The top applicants (not to exceed 10) 
will be invited to participate in an as-
sessment center comprised of:

• A skills evaluation for:
 o Microsoft Word, Excel, and 
Outlook
 o QuickBooks

• A series of “in-Basket” tasks to ad-

dress, concurrent with the skills testing, 
that are consistent with the actual posi-
tion duties.  Examples include but are 
not limited to:
 o Phone calls, 
 o Citizen walk-in inquires,
 o Routing/Prioritization of 
District related documents

• An interview panel. 
The Fire Chief will make the final 

selection from among the top five can-
didates. 

Position Duties: Visit http://mam-
mothlakesfd.homestead.com/.

Pay: Base pay for this position is 
$43,738 - $57,819, depending on quali-
fications.

Benefits include: 
Pension: California Public Employees 

Retirement System (CalPERS) retire-
ment as a PEPRA Non-safety (i.e., Mis-
cellaneous) employee.

Heath Care: Full healthcare benefits 
(including vision and dental).

Vacation: The vacation accrual rate for 
this position is based on years of service 
and ranges from 60-160 hours of paid 
vacation per year.

Sick Leave: The sick leave accrual rate 
for this position is 8 hours per month 
(96 hours of paid sick leave per year).  

Work Schedule: The position has a 
40-hour per week schedule; Thursdays 
may be scheduled with a delayed start 
to accommodate attendance during the 
first part of Fire District Thursday night 
trainings.

New Tailwaggers owner Johnathon Seely cuts the ribbon at the Mammoth Lakes Chamber’s 
ceremony on Thursday. Seely bought the business from his former employer Lyn Dunlap. He 
has worked at Tailwaggers since 2009, when he first got a job stocking shelves. 

FRIEVALT SEEKS ADMIN. ASST.  



of accomplishing them by more than 
33%. Meanwhile, the success rate for 
achieving nothing by doing nothing is 
100%.
Cancer: This new year brings plenty 
of good news as you should expect 
to be more appreciated this year, 
especially in your work life. Your keys 
will be to allow yourself to be sensi-
tive and sentimental and to trust your 
gut. It will also help to not take any 
negative or lost people personally. 
Therefore, when in doubt try to act 
professionally, which means instead 
of replying, “Screw you,” say, “Sure, 
that sounds fine.”
Leo: Positive changes and rewards for 
your previous hard work, hopefulness 
and karma will kick in this year big 
time. Try to stay humble. Basically, try 
not to toot your own horn. The Stars 
will see to it that you have plenty of 
other people who will be happy to 
toot it for you anyways—and if there’s 
one thing we can all agree on, it’s that 
everyone enjoys a nice tooting every 
now and again.
Virgo: 2019 ushers in the end of a 
three-year period of chaos and confu-
sion. The good thing about overcom-
ing challenges is that once they’re 

over you not only get 
to reap the rewards, 
you also get to relax, 
put your feet up and 
enjoy the view for a 
while. That’s why this 
line from Jack Ker-
ouac is your theme 
for 2019: “Because 
in the end you won’t 
remember the time 
you spent working in 
the office or mowing 
the lawn. Climb that 
goddamn mountain.”

Libra: Your power to influence oth-
ers will be very strong this year, so 
use this skill wisely. If you can play 
this card well and in the best inter-
est of others, karma promises to kick 
in and reward you with the relaxed 
luxury that makes you most happy. 
Pampering yourself should be a part 
of your plan for the year as should 
adopting this line, “Never put off until 
tomorrow what you can totally avoid 
altogether.”
Scorpio: Your career should make a 
lucky leap forward this year, you just 
have to make sure to stick the landing 
as health issues could be your only 
challenge. So stay positive, eat well 
and don’t let stress get the best of you. 
Since Clouds favorite cure-all is loving 
making, make sure to make lots of it 
and to stay hydrated.
Sagittarius: This will be a very social 
year for you. Your influence over 
others will be strong and so will your 
rewards, so long as you can remain 
kind and considerate of others. Your 
benevolence and acceptance of others 
will lead to some surprising results 
and rewards. That is why you need 
to remember that the best revenge is 
no revenge at all. Just move on and 
be happy. Most people can screw 
themselves up well enough without 
your help.
 
 

CASTRO’S TACOS

FOOD

Never put off until 

tomorrow what you can 

totally avoid altogether.

”

“

-Clouds
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By Maddux
... and Asada-licious burritos in Lone Pine 

By Clouds McCloud
Capricorn: 2019 promises to be a 
very prosperous, fulfilling and enjoy-
able year for you. Your keys will be to 
follow your ambitions while staying 
realistic, to combat your fears with 
hope, and to battle self-doubt by ac-
cepting your smoking sexiness. If you 
can do this, it will be one of the best 
years of your life. If you can’t it will 
still be pretty good, you just won’t 
enjoy it as much as you should, even 
the coital parts.
Aquarius: Don’t let self-doubt or 
insecurity win this year, even if it’s 
leading big late in the game. That’s 
because as an Aquarian you’re great 
at making comebacks (like Patriot 
RB and fellow Aquarian James White, 
who scored the winning TD in the 
team’s rally from 28-3 down in Super 
Bowl 51)—and giving comebacks for 
that matter. Therefore, be sure to 
trust your instincts, your inner self-
confidence and your natural creative 
side. And use this line when neces-
sary, “I’d give you a nasty look, but 
you’ve already got one.”
Pisces: Friendship and finding the 
right kind of people to hang out with 
will be a big a focus in this next year of 
your life. To help, dump people who 
sometimes make 
you feel like you’re 
down in the dumps 
and keep people who 
lift you up, inspire 
you or make you 
feel as wanted as a 
box of donuts at a 
marijuana-growers 
convention. While 
some of these break-
ups will be hard, 
they will ultimately 
lead to much more 
happiness in 2019. So 
please try to sign up for a subscription 
to your own version of High Times.
Aries: Aries are natural born lead-
ers and this year promises to high-
light this trait. While you will have a 
few challenges, your keys will be to 
stay positive and hopeful and to do 
whatever you have to do to stay in 
that state of mind. If you can do so, 
this promises to be a year of success 
and enjoyment. To help, try spending 
more time in nature and more time 
going au natural.
Taurus: Your temper may be tested 
this year, especially during this first 
month. That’s why it will be impor-
tant for you to keep your cool. If you 
can avoid letting little, or even big 
things piss you off, you’re bound to be 
rewarded with happy times and suc-
cess in all areas of your life. To let you 
know how you’re doing, if you can 
bite your tongue you’re doing well. 
If you say things like the following, 
you’re not, “Someday you’ll go far, 
and I hope you stay there.”
Gemini: 2019 should be family-
focused and should bring some 
opportunities for a major change or 
shift in direction for you. If you have 
trouble with directions, please try 
to write them down or to use Map 
Quest. To help with your life quest, 
take some time to write down your 
goals for the year. Studies have shown 
that doing so increases your chances 

HORRORSCOPES

On a Sunday night in January, 
tourists and this local Lone Pine 
resident lined up at Castro’s 

Tacos on Main Street in Lone Pine. 
The menu is a quick read. The wait is 

quick, too. 
Husband and wife, Antonio and 

Carmen Castro, their son, Tony and 
another worker prepare tacos and bur-
ritos behind the glass window of the 
taco truck. 

The food at Castro’s Tacos is satisfy-
ing, as several customers discuss what 
they ordered and how they found out 
about the truck. According to Veronica 
Castro, the most popular selling food 
item are the asada tacos. 

Escondido resident, Jed Burt said 
that his family came back from snow-
boarding in June Mountain and this 
was their last trip before the kids go 
back to school. The four kids that came 
along with Jed ordered anything from 
a carnitas burrito to carne asada street 
style tacos. Jed said that their friends 
were “passing through on Saturday 
night, [and] everything was closed [so] 
they stopped here and they have six 
kids—everyone was super stoked on 
it,” he said. According to Jed Burt, he 
said the taco truck scene is “pretty big 
in San Diego, they are everywhere,” 
and after finding out about the truck 
in Lone Pine, Burt said “they are pretty 
good!”

Robby Williams, also a resident of Es-
condido and friend of Jed Burt, ordered 
a carne asada burrito. “We yelped 
something to eat on Friday, [as we 
were] driving up to do a little skiing in 
June Mountain,” and this is his second 
time at Castro’s Tacos, Williams said. 

According to Williams, the customer 
service at the truck is “very smiley, very 
personable, [and] everyone seemed 
very happy with their jobs,” he said. 

“It’s so good we’re coming back… [and 
I] recommend it to everyone,” Williams 
said.

Lone Pine resident, Alexis Austin 
ordered a shrimp burrito and said that 
she comes once a week if possible, 
to the taco truck. Austin said that she 
found out about the truck “from my 
mom, she brought me food from here, 
and I also know this family,” she said. 
As to the quality of the food and ser-
vice, “it comes out in a good amount of 
time, [and] if I had to choose any place 
to eat, I would eat here,” Austin said. 

Veronica Castro, daughter of Antonio 
and Carmen Castro, said the taco truck 
has been in operation for 3 years, and 
the family’s catering business has been 
going for six. The Castro children help 
out whenever it is needed, but “my 
younger brother is the one that helps 
the most,” Veronica Castro said. 

While the family currently serves 
tacos in Lone Pine, their catering 
business has traveled as far north as 
Bridgeport. 

The current construction behind the 
taco truck will be “a mini store with a 
commercial kitchen,” which will hope-
fully open sometime this year, Castro 
said. 

Currently, Castro’s Tacos is open 
from 3-11:30 p.m. on Wed.-Sun. Castro 
said the time they close depends on 
the traffic. Veronica Castro said that on 
a busy night they serve about 200-300 
customers, and on a non-busy night 
they serve up to a hundred customers, 
she said. 

 

Carmen and Antonio Castro inside Castro’s Tacos
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By James
MT. WHITNEY GOLF CLUB RECEIVES FACELIFT 
Last month, Inyo Associates, a lo-

cal independent group founded 
in 1935 by Father Crowley and 

local business owners to help promote 
recreation in the area to stimulate eco-
nomic development through tourism, 
held its last dinner meeting of 2018 at 
the 9-hole Mt. Whitney Golf Club just 
south of Lone Pine to let members see 
the newly refurbished clubhouse made 
possible through the efforts of several 
anonymous donors. 

Originally opened in 1959 and set 
against the backdrop of the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains to the west and the 
Inyo Mountains to the east, golf enthu-
siasts have been treated to some of the 
most spectacular views in the Eastern 
Sierra region for the past 60 years. 
Over the years the golf club has faced 
many challenges from declining club 
membership to maintaining its facility. 
Attracting new members and younger 
players has been a long-time challenge 
to the industry. Nevertheless, the club 
continues to survive.. 

Efforts have been underway for 
several years to ensure the Club’s sound 
financial footing. There have been times 
when there has been considerable con-
cern over declining membership and 
the club’s ability to maintain the condi-
tion of golf course, including the greens 
and the surrounding landscaping. 

Often, a local golf clubhouse and 
greens are the “go-to” place for many 
locals, especially business owners wish-
ing to enjoy lunch or play golf while 
networking, socializing and “doing-
business” in an outdoor setting. The 

club’s 9-hole course is perfect for busy 
people who do not have the 4-hour plus 
to play 18 holes of golf. The club mem-
bership sits at around 60 members, and 
the greens fees are very reasonable, es-
pecially when compared to those often 
charged at the bigger courses. The club 
is open to the public and more than a 
few visitors to the area have commented 
online about what a great place it is to 
stop and play a round of golf during 
their stay in the area or driving up or 
down the 395 Hwy.

The new clubhouse has been remod-
eled and all the furniture and fixtures 
upgraded. Several public events were 
held in Lone Pine during December to 
“show off” the new clubhouse and golf 
course improvements. 

The clubhouse building has always 
had large windows that allowed impres-
sive views of the links set against the 
backdrop of the local mountains. New 
wallpaper, light fixtures and a light-
gray wood floor offer a cheerful setting. 
There are also new, comfortable chairs 
and tables in the dining room, which 
has an alcove with its own lights for 
band entertainment.

The bar and the back bar have also 
been redone and the kitchen has new 
appliances and fixtures. The new board 
is emphasizing a new “business-like ap-
proach” to management and is promot-
ing the advantages the facility has for 
weddings, public and private gather-
ings, and business and community 
meetings. 

The golf course is located on the west 
side of the 395 Hwy, south of Lone Pine.

Sunday-Thursday 11am-11pm / Friday & Saturday 11am-1am

MADE IN MAMMOTH LAKES, CA
 Free Spirit Tasting  2-3 & Happy Hour 3-5 Monday - Thursday

100 Canyon Blvd In The Village At Mammoth / shelterdistilling.com

shelter distilling
Small Batch Craft Distillery, Brewery & Kitchen

For more information, please call 
(760) 876-5795 or visit them online at 

Robin Lopez-Ross tending bar at last month’s Inyo Associates event. 

www.mtwhitneygolfclub.com.
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THERE’S NEVER BEEN A BETTER TIME TO EXPLORE CREEKHOUSE
New Luxury Residences Minutes from Mammoth Mountain.

3-4 BEDROOMS • UP TO 2,742 SQ. FT. • SALES 877-766-9275 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM

A NEW
HOME 
FOR 
FAMILY
FUN
CREEKHOUSE WELCOMES 14 NEW 
FAMILIES TO THIS YEAR’S 
WINTER SEASON.
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