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DOES ANYONE WIN WITH
NEW RENT CONTROL LAW?
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WHACKING THE TOBACCY

see BAN, page 19

A power outage was threatened for Mammoth on Thursday. It was unclear whether SCE or an Alien Spaceship Cloud would be the responsible party
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John Wentworth presenting at Thursday evening’s Sustain-
able Recreation and Tourism Initiative workshop in Bishop, 
which drew approximately 125 people. For more, see p. 2 

see CONTROL, page 13

Mono Supes say ‘Boo’ to flavored tobacco products. Vote 4-1 for ban

ALIENS OVER MAMMOTH 

By Hite

On November 1, a new 
tobacco ban goes into 
effect county-wide, 

removing flavored tobacco 
products such as menthol 
cigarettes from the shelves of 
local retailers. The institution 
of this ban, the result of an 
amendment to County Code 
7.92 passed in April 2018, was 
upheld by the Mono County 
Board of Supervisors by a vote 
of 4-1 at Tuesday’s meeting 
Board meeting.

Prior to the vote, Tom Boo, 
Mono County Public Health 
Officer, took the podium to give 
a presentation, titled “Flavored 
Tobacco Products: A Youth Epi-
demic,” that placed the dangers 
caused by flavored tobacco 
within the context of Mono 
County. 

According to Boo, tobacco is 
the primary cause of prevent-
able death and disease in the 
United States with 480,000 
deaths nationwide each year 
as a result to tobacco usage, 
nearly 40,000 of which occur 
in California. Tobacco use 
isn’t limited to adults, as rising 
child usage led the US Surgeon 
General to declare child use of 
tobacco an epidemic late last 
year. The culprit driving that 
epidemic? “Flavored tobacco of 
various kinds,” said Boo.

Boo then presented statis-
tics about tobacco and why 
children using tobacco from 
an early age is particularly 
concerning. Boo explained that 
in California, 63% of smokers 
start by age 18, and 97% by 26, 
and that 27% of high school 

students nationwide are cur-
rently using tobacco. If that 
rate continues, says Boo, “1 in 
13 children under the age of 
17 will die early as a result of 
tobacco-related disease.”

Although the state raised 
the minimum age to pur-
chase tobacco to 21 in 2016, 
here in Mono County, only 
17% of Eastern Sierra Unified 
School District 11th graders 
and 11% of Mammoth Unified 
11th graders find obtaining 
cigarettes to be “very difficult”, 
according to the California 
Healthy Kids Survey conducted 
during the 2017/2018 school 
year.

5% of Mammoth eleventh 
graders reported current ciga-
rette usage and 27% reported 

On October 8, 2019, 
California Governor 
Gavin Newsom signed 

a bill into law that will cap rent 
increases throughout the State. 
The law provides a cap of 5% 
plus the increase in the local 
CPI (consumer price index). 

The bill’s lead author, David 
Chiu, was quoted by the Or-
ange County Register upon the 
bill’s passage as saying, “Our 
bill ensures tenants are pro-
tected against rent gauging and 
predatory eviction while allow-
ing landlords to make a fair rate 
of return without disincentiv-
izing new construction.” 

Further, Newsom explained 
that the new law is not de-
signed to be a cumulative solu-
tion. “We have to address the 
issue of production in the state 

of California. We need to build 
more damn housing.” He said 
at a ceremony in Oakland. 

Newsom has always stood 
on the platform of housing. 
When he was running he made 
it clear this was his marquee 
issue claiming he would push 
for 3.5 million new houses built 
by 2025. This year, California 
is predicted to build around 
120,000 new units. This is up 
2% from the new units built in 
2018 but does not put him on 
pace to meet his lofty goal. 

The new law may remind 
people of Proposition 10, which 
appeared on last year’s laundry 
list of California ballot mea-
sures. The proposition would 
have allowed local authorities 
to enact rent control in their 
jurisdictions, but the people 
voted against it by a 62%-38% 
margin. 

Proponents of Prop 10 be-
lieved it would solve the state’s 
consistent rent increases. Those 
against thought the proposition 
would negatively incentivize 
developers, creating a future 
shortage of rentals available. 

Newsom went ahead with a 
statewide protocol for a rent 
cap despite the people voting 
against rent control in 2018.

Local real estate broker Paul 
Oster expressed his hesitation 
to the bill in a conversation 
with the Sheet. “The law is 
designed to help tenants but it 
might actually end up hurting 
them,” he said. 

Oster said he has spoekn 
with landlords in the area and 
came to the conclusion that 
the negative ramifications were 
more obvious than the positive 
ones. “Their (the landlords) 
opinion is that this incentivizes 
them to schedule annual rental 
increases. Mammoth has a lot 
of old school landlords who 
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AL BE BACK
I had heard rumors of Mammoth Lakes Police Chief Al Davis’s impending 

retirement - rumors in part fueled by a training course that Lieutenant Eric 
Hugelman attended last month in Folsom. The course description:

Becoming a Police Chief: Developing a Mindset for Success and Ser-
vice

This four-day course will prepare you for assuming the position of Chief 
of Police, and what to do and what not to do when you first take the job. You 
will learn about the expectations of the Chief of Police from the: city man-
ager, elected officials, news media, and police chiefs’ points of view. Also 
covered in this course are shaping public policy, labor relations and person-
nel issues, legal issues, leading in a political environment, organizational 
development and change, public engagement, crisis communication, lead-
ership and planning your career as a police executive. This course is part of 
CPCA’s (California Police Chiefs Assn.) Executive Development Certificate 
program.

But Davis says not so fast. The earliest he might retire is December, 2020. 
So maybe sending Hugelman to “Chief Camp” hews to the tagline Davis 
includes at the bottom of every email. “Victory favors the prepared.” 

I had a pretty funny encounter at the Inyo County Landfill earlier this 
week. I got to the exit window and the guy says it’ll be five bucks. 

“Five bucks!” I said. 
The reaction, I saw, caused him to retreat a half step. His body language ... 

stiffened. He was preparing for some sort of critical onslaught. 
“That is the best damn deal in town,” I finished. He relaxed. Told me a few 

stories about the people who yelled at him about how unfair it is - the $5 for 
dumping waste totaling less than 400 pounds. 

*I didn’t ask him, however, what it would cost to leave a few goats. Maybe 
there’s a surcharge for that. 

The corollary to this tale appears on page four. The letter from Ms. Alten-
bach. So if I understand correctly, Ms. Altenbach owns a home in the Trails, 
a very nice neighborhood in Mammoth, but feels put upon by covering the 
tab for the Town’s Halloween candy bill, as the Trails is Mammoth’s de facto 

trick-or-treating spot.  
Further, she describes the Trails HOA (Homeowners Assn.) budget situa-

tion as “dismal” and “scary.” 
And finally, she tells the community that Trails residents (does she speak 

for her neighborhood?) may just close it down next year if more people 
don’t step forward to help subsidize the terrible expense. 

Two things. 1. If you don’t wish to participate, douse the lights and don’t 
come to the door. 2. If you can’t afford the Halloween candy, you’ve got 
much bigger problems than Halloween candy. 

Suggestion: If you want to recapture the Halloween spirit, visit the Baker 
home on Elm Street in Bishop. An annual pumpkin paradise. And are there 
nicer folks than Mary and Chet Baker? That whole neighborhood is wonder-
ful. And they don’t even have an HOA ... 

Mid-Season Screenings
Sat. Oct. 19 at 7pm

Sun. Oct. 27 at 4pm

Edison Theater,100 College Pkwy. 
Tickets online $12/$15

Tickets at the door $17 (no discounts)
MammothLakesRepertoryTheatre.org

film 
festival 

mammoth 
 lakes
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One Team. One Goal. Your Health.
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Dead and second-rate

Dear Sirs, 

As yes, here we are again today, as 
every day, wondering about political 
polarization and the lack of civility in 
America. And to remind us that the 
primary progenitor of this delightful 
state of affairs is none other than our 
esteemed Fourth Estate, your “Past is 
Prologue” piece resurrects a 50 year old 
quote from a dead second rate novelist 
that accused Nixon (of course! Nixon! 
Or maybe Hitler or something) about 
“welcoming all the right-wingers and 
yahoos back into the front ranks” of the 
Republican Party. Just to make sure we 
get it, you intone that this hoary quote 
“still rings true, if not more so” today. 
And of course you publish the weekly 
humorless anti-Trump cartoon. Your 
TDS (Urban Dictionary: Trump De-
rangement Syndrome and/or Tiny D$#k 
Syndrome) has shriveled your imagina-
tion so much you can’t even contrive a 
simple cartoon that is actually funny.

Following your lead of humorless-
ness, allow me to present some boring 
numbers. Although losing the election 
under the rules everyone has played 
by for more than two centuries, Hill-
ary won the popular vote by just under 
three million. While this is akin to 
observing that it was unfair the Dodgers 
lost the NLDS because over the course 
of five games they outhit and outscored 
the Nats, I’ll play the game because the 

popular vote metric is as cherished to 
you as a chicken wing is to a starving 
man. Even though a minority in Califor-
nia, there were still 4.5 million Trump 
voters in this state, not an insignificant 
number. Fortunately you alienate only 
a few of them every week given your 
circulation. But in the 49 states outside 
California, Trump won the popular vote 
by about 1.5 million. By the cherished 
popular vote metric, both California, 
and it would seem The Sheet, are decid-
edly out of the mainstream, a defining 
characteristic of, well, “yahoos.” Given 
this you might change your tone, but my 
money is on a self-congratulatory eu-
logy to your iconoclasm in next week’s 
issue.

On a positive note, I believe you still 
reach more people than CNN. So you’ve 
got that going for you. Which is nice.

John Rogitz
Mammoth Lakes

Editor’s reply: Mr. Page had never read 
anything by Hunter S. Thompson prior to 
my suggestion he read Fear and Loath-
ing on the Campaign Trail ‘72. And the 
thoughts and ideas he expressed in his 
review are his own. 

Candy is expensive!

Dear Editor:

Do you know how The Trails became 
the Host of The Traditional Halloween 

Event of the Town?  Well, I did some 
research this year and I would like to 
share it with the Town folks to let them 
know how this Event originated in The 
Trails.  Our family was aware of Hal-
loween in The Trails since 2001 when a 
Real Estate person introduced us to The 
Trails.  It has been in the past six years 
that we have actively become part of 
this SAFE and FUN Family Event.

The Trails is a subdivision that is 
governed by a Homeowners Associa-
tion.  We have officers and very diligent 
homeowners that are “Good Neighbors” 
to the entire community of Mammoth 
Lakes.  Many years ago, someone from 
The Trails had this brainchild to make 
the subdivision a One-Stop Halloween 
Event.  These folks were concerned 
Citizens that wanted a SAFE Trick-Or-
Treating experience for their children 
and the whole town.

What has happened since its incep-
tion?  Active homeowners continue to 
brainstorm every year to improve on 
making Halloween Night friendly and 
fun.  Others that contribute in making 
this event Safe and Fun for ALL are the 
Mammoth Lakes Police Department 
and Disabled Sports Eastern Sierra 
(DSES).  Plus, there are the parents 
and children from Mammoth and the 
surrounding areas that look forward to 
coming to The Trails for a safe and fun 
Halloween Night.

E.L. Smoogen, President of The Trails 
HOA, does his part in buying over 
$1,000 in candy with approval of the 
HOA members.  This candy purchase 
supplements a small amount of candy 
to the homeowners that participate in 
handing out candy to the goblins, witch-
es, and many children that enjoy going 
from home to home to collect treats.               

Sarah Carmichael, HOA Treasurer, 
lets us know when the HOA cannot af-

ford the purchase of candy.  (This year 
the HOA budget is very DISMAL and 
SCARY.)  Sarah is also instrumental in 
spearheading the team in helping to 
get the candy collection containers to 
the local participating stores, as well as 
helping collect the candy donations.  

My family has undertaken the job of 
designing the containers for the past 
three years. This effort takes a little over 
three weeks.  Once completed, these 
containers are delivered to the stores 
on October 1st.   We also handle pick-
ing up the candy collection donations 
and store the candy to be divvied up on 
October 30th to approximately 50 fami-
lies that participate.  Let us not forget 
the families that personally participate 
by pitching in over $200 for candy to 
supplement the candy collection dona-
tions at the stores and the HOA candy 
contributions. 

The Trails Homeowners depend on 
the community for candy donations 
to help defray the cost of putting on 
Halloween at The Trails.  Our local 
stores Vons, Rite Aid, and most recently 
Grocery Outlet have stepped up to the 
plate to help with the candy collection 
donations.  Recently, Rite Aid’s Regional 
managers came into town and were 
impressed with the Scarecrow Candy 
Container in their store.  An employee 
mentioned, that when their managers 
found out the purpose for the Hallow-
een container, they were supportive of a 
Safe and Fun Environment for the chil-
dren hosted by The Trails.  The Grocery 
Outlet owner thought this was a great 
idea too since it is their first time for 
candy collection donations.  Von’s has 
supported The Trails candy collection 
donations for years, and we appreciate 
Von’s having our back. 

The Trails has put on this event for 
many years without any monetary 
contributions from the Town Council.  I 
do not know if the Town Council values 
the effort of The Trails for making Hal-
loween a SAFE and FUN Family Event.  
There is an unresolved conflict with the 
Town Council and The Trails.  Please 
read the article in The Sheet, dated Sat-
urday, October 5, 2019, Vol. 17. No. 40, 
front page (cont’d on page 10).

The Trails homeowners are very con-
cerned with the past and present treat-
ment from the Town Council.  Unfortu-
nately, “The Trails HOA does not know 
how The Trails can financially sustain 
this expensive Traditional Halloween 
Event, or its existence for next year.”  

Margie Altenbach 
Trails Homeowner
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By James

COUNTY RESTORES HOUSING FEES

BUSD FILLS VACANCY 

No Reservations 
“Just come on in!”

*Saturday 4:00-5:30*

Closed Sundays

*Mon-Fri 4:00-6:00*

DINING ROOM

HAPPY HOUR

opens at 5:30

An old friend/nemesis is returning 
to Mono County after taking some 
time off, and that may be good or 

bad news depending on whether or not 
you happen to be a real estate developer. 

On Tuesday, the Mono County Board 
of Supervisors heard a presentation 
from Community Development Director 
Wendy Sugimura and Megan Mahaffey on 
possible updates to the county’s Housing 
Mitigation Ordinance (HMO), currently 
suspended through the end of 2019.

The process of bringing such proposi-
tion before the board began in 2017, when 
a Housing Needs Assessment undertaken 
by BBC Research and Consulting found 
that “unincorporated Mono County has a 
need for 120-170 housing units to accom-
modate current needs and future employ-
ment growth.” BBC returned three recom-
mendations, which including updating 
the HMO, incentivizing the creation of 
affordable housing for a workforce, and 
collaborating with the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes on their own housing action items.

With the assessment in hand, the 
county conducted nexus and fee studies, 
while putting together a list of housing 
goals and the means to achieve them. 
The studies, conducted by Economic 
Planning Systems, Inc. (EPS)  analyzed 
Mono County housing statistics to assess 
housing needs as well as the possible fee 
structures that could generate revenue for 
the purpose of developing new affordable 
housing.

The assessment determined the maxi-
mum allowable fees on developing units 
in Mono County under an HMO, numbers 
that “raise feasibility concerns and are 
substantially higher than other local juris-
dictions, including the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes.”, per a staff report sent to the Board. 

According to Mahaffey, “What it told 
us is that we are legally able to charge 
people for development. We don’t think 
we would ever want to do that in our area, 
so we would recommend doing an in-lieu 
fee structure instead.”

Pursing that option would institute a 
“inclusionary requirement” on single- 
and multi-family home developments, 
meaning that any development land for 
those purposes would require the devel-
oper to construct affordable housing units 
in accordance with a pre-determined 
ratio such as one affordable housing unit 
for every 15, 30, etc. market rate units.

In the event that development features 
fewer planned units than would meet the 
pre-determined ratio, in-lieu fee would 
kick in as either a per unit fee or a square 
footage fee. 

EPS recommended a fee structure fea-
turing an in-lieu fee of $9,400 per unit or 
$7.83 per sq. foot, with affordable housing 
unit-to-market rate housing unit ratios of 
1 to 10 for single family projects and 1 to 
15 for multifamily projects. This structure 
also features commercial linkage fees 
scalable to other plans

After hearing the available options, the 
supervisors were all in agreement that an 
HMO is needed in the county; selecting a 
fee structure was the real point of conten-
tion in the matter. 

Supervisors Peters and Stump advo-
cated for the least expensive overall fee 

plan, with the lowest ratios of affordable 
housing-to-market rate housing and 
lowest fees per unit and square foot, with 
Stump stating “I think if we try and spin 
a one-off fee structure at a high level…
when you add in other fees, it will serve 
as a deterrent.” Stump pointed to histori-
cal examples of one-off considerations, 
noting “We just talked about cannabis, to-
bacco, heroin at one time was considered 
the cure for morphine addiction…it didn’t 
work out so well.”

Peters agreed with Stump’s reluctance 
to go all in on the fees, citing a worry that 
instituting pricey fees for development 
could have negative consequences.

“The ultimate goal is to not inhibit the 
development of affordable housing and 
development of property that is going 
to provide a tax base…I just think that if 
somebody is going to decide not to build 
because of an HMO, we lose in the long 
run.” stated Peters, noting that losing 
developers means an additional loss in 
property tax dollars.  

Supervisors Gardner and Corless lob-
bied for a fee structure that was exactly 
half EPS’s recommended structure and 
Supervisor Kreitz pushed for the EPS 
recommendation. 

“Our policy should actually drive the 
outcome we desire,” said Kreitz “The HMO 
is intended to drive the creation of hous-
ing for our workforce and our constitu-
ents.”

Ultimately, Kreitz sided with Gardner 
and Corless to select the 50% reduced rate 
plan in a 3-2 vote. 

“I’m just going to warn you,” said Stump 
after the vote was concluded, “Ultimately, 
the fees come in too high, I’ll vote no…be-
cause I witnessed what happened [during 
the recession], none of the rest of you did.”

Kreitz shot back, saying “I did, I was 
here doing development when that mar-
ket crashed…it wasn’t the county’s policy 
that killed development.”

The plan scaled commercial linkage 
fees to the same 50% reduction, with 
storage and warehouse, and industrial/
service commercial clocking in at $.50/
sq.ft., general commercial at $1/sq.ft., and 
visitor accommodations at $2,000/room 
or approximately $8/sq ft. 

The board also decided to tie the in-lieu 
fee to a price/sq ft. in residential units as 
opposed to a flat fee per unit after select-
ing the 50% reduction plan. 

The Town of Mammoth Lakes cur-
rently has its own housing ordinance that 
charges $5,700/residential unit, $3,700/ 
lodging room, $2/sq. ft for retail/service/
office space and $1/sq. ft for light indus-
trial usage. Mono County used the Town’s 
fee structure as a reference point in their 
own analysis. 

Sugimura and Mahaffey also put forth 
a potential list of exemptions including 
exemptions for single family residences if 
they agree to not host short term rentals 
and units that deed-restrict future sales 
to a moderate or below income level. The 
supervisors chose to remove an exemp-
tion for visitor accommodation projects 
with nine or fewer sleeping areas, and cut 
in half the maximum square footage re-
quired for commercial, industrial/service, 
and storage projects.

LOCAL NEWS At the Bishop Unified School District 
Board of Trustees meeting on 
Thursday, the board interviewed 

candidates during public session before 
voting to fill the vacancy created by the 
resignation of Steve Elia on August 22. 

To build suspense while we await word 
on deadline as to the name, let’s review 
the applicants. 

Pam Foster is the Executive Director 
of the Inyo County Superior Court. She 
wrote in her candidate’s application that 
she is “a product of the Bishop Unified 
School system …” and “would like to use 
my knowledge and expertise to serve our 
students on their paths to excellence.” 
Foster has a son who is a BUHS senior 
and another son who is a freshman. 

Josh Nicholson served on the school 
board from 2014-2018. He is an Inyo 
County Sheriff’s Deputy and a military 
veteran. “During my four years on BUSD 
school board … I focused on school safe-
ty,” Nicholson wrote on his application. 
“Second to school safety is the education; 
because nobody can learn effectively if 
they are not safe or do not feel safe.” 

Meryl Picard works in Human Re-
sources at the Owens Valley Career De-
velopment Center. She is also a member 
of the Bishop Paiute Tribe and stated 
that “As a past Education Director for 
the Bishop Paiute Tribe, I have worked 
closely with the Bishop Unified School 
District and California Department of 
Education.” 

Susanne Rizo has been the Director 
of Child Support Services in Inyo and 
Mono Counties since 2010. She says 
that “Ensuring that students have a solid 

education that prepares them to engage 
in their community, trade and/or chosen 
profession is critical.” She is also a former 
Bishop Union High School graduate and 
an attorney.

Anna Scott has been the Deputy Di-
rector for Public Health and Prevention 
in the Inyo County Health and Human 
Services Department since 2015. She and 
her husband both attended BUSD schools 
from kindergarten through high school. 

Scott noted that she has a daughter in 
the eighth grade at Home Street Middle 
School and her son will be attending next 
year. 

Kathryn Zack owns Zack Ranch in 
Bishop with her husband. A veteran of 
local school boards, she served on the 
BUESD school board from 2006-2010 at 
which time the Bishop school districts 
were unified to form BUSD. She then 
served on the Unified Board through 2018 
for a total of almost 13 years between the 
two school boards.

How it went down
Scott withdrew in the morning. 
During the meeting, Rizo and Nich-

olson withdrew after the interviews in 
support of Picard. 

Foster was the only one during the 
interviews who didn’t read canned 
responses to the questions which were 
forwarded in advance. 

Majority of public comment was in 
favor of Picard, but a petition signed by 
200+ community members was submit-
ted in favor of Zack.  

The final vote: Figueroa (Zack), Orrill 
(Picard), Moya-Tanner (Zack), Ludwig 
(Zack). Zack wins by a 3-1 vote. 



Four candidates vie to succeed Mark Tillemans as Inyo County District Four 
By James

FOUR FOR FOUR 
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DINE IN • TAKE OUT • DELIVERY
587 Old Mammoth Rd, In the Sherwin Plaza 3 | 760.934.7355 | thaidup.net
For more info, promotions & coupons visit our web site or join us on facebook

VIEW OUR
FULL MENU

Locals Favorite
Since 2001

ORANGE CHICKEN
Everybody’s all time favorite, served with steamed jasmine  rice.

PHO! 
Vietnamese noodle soup with your choice of steak & meatball, 
chicken or veggies & tofu. Complete with all the fixings.

KUNG PAO CHICKEN
Our locals favorite spicy comfort food, served with steamed jasmine rice.

LO MEIN
Savory Chinese noodles with chicken or veggies & tofu.

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND
STARTING OCTOBER 2ND

FALL 
MINI MENU
SERVING BEER, WINE & SAKE!  

FALL HOURS: 
OPEN WEDNESDAY THRU SUNDAY
LUNCH 11AM-3PM  DINNER 5PM–10PM 

ONLY
$1095

Voters will recognize some fa-
miliar names in the upcoming 
primary election scheduled for 

March 3, 2020.  
So far, Second District Supervisor, Jeff 

Griffiths, and Fifth District Supervisor, 
Matt Kingsley, are running unopposed 
for reelection. There are four candi-
dates who have filed their intention 
to run for the office of Fourth District 
supervisor, which is being vacated by 
Mark Tillemans of Big Pine.

Incumbent Superior Court Judges 
Brian Lamb and Stephen Place are also 
on the March, 2020 ballot. Place was 
appointed in June of 2018, replacing 
retired Judge Dean Stout and--at least 
so far—is running unopposed.  Lamb 
is running for reelection and is being 
challenged by attorney Philip Ashworth 
of Independence.

Candidates have a choice between 
paying a filing fee or submitting signed 
petitions.

“Most candidates are opting for 
Petitions in lieu of filing fees,” said 
Kammi Foote, the Inyo County Clerk/
Recorder & Registrar of Voters. Fees 
are set at 1% of the elected official’s 
salary. For county supervisors that fee 
would be $560.64 and for the judges 
the fee would be $2,138.83.” Foote ex-
plained that for elected positions such 
as school board members, which are 
unpaid (volunteer) positions, there is 
no filing fee. 

Foote added that “Signatures in lieu 

of fees” are designed to accommodate 
candidates who either cannot not af-
ford the fees or choose to not pay the 
fee. The requirements are designed to 
ensure the election process is open to 
everyone who wants to run for public 
office regardless of ability to pay.

The candidates’ filing deadlines 
are Dec. 6, 2019 for everyone except 
judges, who must file a Judicial Dec-
laration of Intent to Run for Office by 
Nov. 6, 2019. 

The four candidates for the Fourth 
District Supervisor are listed on the 
county election website as having filed 
a FPPC Form 501 – Candidate Inten-
tion to run for office. 

The Fourth District covers the 
communities of Wilkerson, Big Pine, 
Abilene, and Independence. Candi-
dates have until Dec. 6 to finalize all the 
requirements needed to run for office. 
Listed in order of filing date on the Inyo 
Elections website:

• Deena Davenport-Conway, a busi-
nesswoman owns the Luxe Salon in 
Bishop. Her husband, Gunner, runs the 
Indy Coffee Roasting Company. Locals 
might be familiar with her recent ef-
forts to improve pedestrian safety in 
Inyo County along the U.S. Highway 
395 corridor which runs through many 
of the county’s communities.

• Donald Keith Bright of Indepen-
dence. “Bright” is a familiar name in 
Inyo County. Don is the son of former 

Fourth District Supervisor Keith Bright. 
A former Navy pilot for 21 years, he is 
retiring from his job as a major airline 
commercial pilot in Southern Cali-
fornia in December. He and his wife, 
Laura, own a home in Independence.

• Carroll “Butch” Hambleton of Big 
Pine is a well-known local business-
man, as well as a former two-term 
Fourth District supervisor, who held 
office from 1997 to 2005. 

• Jennifer Roeser is a well-known 
local businesswoman and community 
activist. Along with her husband, Lee, 
they run the Roeser Livestock and the 
8 Mile Ranch, as well as the McGee 
Creek Pack Station. A longtime Mule 
Days volunteer and advocate for the 
American Mule Museum, she is also 
involved in the National Forest Recre-
ation Association.

The top two candidates with the most 
votes in the March primary will appear 
on the November General Election 
ballot, unless one gets more than 50 
percent of the vote in the primary, in 
which case he or she is elected to of-
fice.

Foote says that voters should check 
to make sure they are currently reg-
istered and that they have the correct 
party affiliation or preference in order 
to choose to vote for a party candidate 
in the primary election. Under Cali-
fornia rules, each political party will 
decide whether they wish to allow un-

affiliated voters to vote in their party’s 
primary. 

Better Election Security

The landscape for managing elec-
tions has changed greatly from the 
past, says Foote, because of new cyber 
security protocols to prevent election 
tampering and interference. 

The county’s network websites have 
been updated to Hypertext Transfer 
Protocol Secure (HTTPS), a much more 
secure communication protocol that 
uses strong encryption. In the past year, 
Foote and all the county election office 
staff have taken cyber security courses 
specific to elections and in general. 
A new voting system has also been 
installed and the county has Joined 
the Multi-State Information Security 
& Analysis Center (MS-ISAC) and the 
Election Infrastructure Information 
Security & Analysis Center (EI-ISAC) 
to further prevent any hanky-panky in 
future elections.

For more information on voter regis-
tration and elections, contact the Inyo 
County Clerk-Recorder & Registrar of 
Voters office at (760) 878-0223 or visit 
their website for Inyo County Elections.

PART-TIME POSSIBLE



Cherry Tomatoes, Fuji Apple, Sliced Fennel tossed 
in House Vinaigrette

Baby Greens 
( choose one)

Soup of the Day
Made fresh Daily

First Course

Grilled Marinated Flank Steak with Chive Mashed Potatoes,  Charred Onion,
Carne Asada
Entree’s

       Broccolini and Cilantro Chimichuri

Fettuccini, Red Bell Pepper, Squash, Slow
Roasted Tomatoes in a Pistachio Pesto Cream Sauce

Pistachio Pesto with Chicken

Asian Sea Bass n Garlic Oregeno Aioli, with Basatami Rice,
Seasonal Vegatables & Charred Lemon

Crispy Skin Barramundi Filet

Dessert
Choice of any of our Homemade Desserts!
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By Maddux

CLAYTON LOY
Call For Free Estimates

 760.709.1799
ecocleanmammoth.com 

KEEP YOUR CARPETS
CLEAN ALL WINTER LONG

with our
Monthly or Quarterly

Carpet Cleaning Services!
 

OUR CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY PROCESS

 Dries in Less than 2 Hours
Biodegradable & Non-Toxic

30+ Years Experience
Pet Odors & Spot Removal

 

CLOSING
OCTOBER 20TH

Open @ 5:30pm

REOPENING
NOVEMBER 15TH

Northern Inyo Healthcare District’s 
success with its new Medica-
tion Assisted Treatment program 

garnered the District top honors last week 
from the Association of California Health-
care Districts (ACHD). 

Chief Executive Officer Kevin S. Flani-
gan, MD MBA credited the achievement 
to the effort put forward by the entire 
NIHD team with securing the honor. 
“From the Board of Directors, to the lead-
ers, to the medical staff, to the clinicians, 
to the administrative staff, to the environ-
ment of care team, both new and long 
standing staff everyone has a part in this 
award. Without everyone’s commitment 
to our Mission and our Vision, we could 
not have saved the lives we have through 
the work we are doing.”

What gained such accolades for NIHD? 
Earlier this year, NIHD began a Medica-
tion Assisted Treatment program funded 
and run by the District and other stake-
holders for coordination of care. During 
the preceding three years, the District and 
others began to review opioid use and 
identified a trend in escalation of over-
doses, deaths, criminal cases and medical 
issues associated with opioid use, misuse 
and abuse.

NIHD applied for and was one of 31 
named recipients for the Bridge Grant. 
This allowed for the creation of the MAT 
program, which is now expanding into 
other areas of Behavioral Health treat-
ment. Since implementation of the 
program, NIHD has seen more than 30 
enrolled patients in three months; every 
Emergency Department physician earn-

ing special certification to prescribe the 
highly controlled anti-addiction medi-
cation; more than a half dozen patients 
treated with Narcan by police, first re-
sponders or private citizens outside of the 
hospital; and, adolescents seeking care.

Dr. Flanigan noted his pride in the Dis-
trict’s transition from avoiding patients 
with obvious signs of addiction, to iden-
tifying patient behaviors consistent with 
addiction and offering services. “Besides 
being able to offer this care, the culture 
shift is one of the greatest accomplish-
ments I have seen,” Dr. Flanigan said. 

District snapshot 

The Sheet attended an NIHD “Healthy 
Lifestyle Talk” presented by Flanigan in 
August where he laid out a snapshot of 
the district and some of the challenges 
and opportunities which lie ahead.    

Flanigan explained that as a healthcare 
provider it is important to understand 
“not just who you take care of today, but 
who is going to need you tomorrow. If 
it’s young families and young children, 
that’s one set of specialists (obstetricians, 
gynecologists, pediatricians). If it is an 
aging population, [then] you’re going to 
want a retirement community (internists, 
geriatricians, orthopedists, and rheuma-
tologists),” he said. 

Flanigan said all residents of Inyo 
County were invited to participate in the 
recent Community Health survey con-
ducted from October-December of 2018. 
A “total of 371 respondents provided zip 
codes that documented county location. 

These data show 53.4% of responses were 
from Bishop and 23.4% were each from 
Lone Pine and other County areas.” The 
questions in the survey were based upon 
“demographics, health factors, mental 
health and wellness, social and economi-
cal factors, economic factors, lifestyle 
habits, community environmental fac-
tors, and Adverse Childhood Experiences 
(ACE).” (Source: Kemper Consulting 
Group, June 25, 2019).

Select stats

Respondents with health coverage: 49% 
reported having private health coverage; 
publicly funded coverage was 28% Medi-
Cal and 15% Medicare.

Hard to access medical care in Inyo 
County: 22% reported a problem with ac-
cess to medical care. 

Inpatient Market Share by Service Line: 
opportunity to increase cases in orthope-
dics (current market share is under 50%); 
majority of Psych and Substance Abuse 
services currently leaving community.

Physician Supply vs. Demand: Lack 
of medical subspecialities, particularly 
in cardiology, oncology and neurology; 
general surgery demand appears to be 
met by current supply; while orthopedics 
shows adequate supply, lack of surgical 
focus translates to shortage and lower 
subsequent market share in orthopedics 
compared to other specialty areas.

Hard to access mental health care 
in Inyo County: 10% of respondents 
reported a problem accessing mental 
health care (lowest income respondents 

and those within the income group of 
$41,000-$100,000 reported this problem)

Reported behavioral health conditions: 
more than 20% reported depression and 
anxiety conditions. This problem affects 
all income levels and areas 11% of re-
spondents reported an alcohol/substance 
abuse disorder.

One finding indicated “Inyo County is 
behind State and National benchmarks 
for access to exercise opportunities, 
limited access to healthy foods, and food 
environment index.” Weird finding given 
most have exercise opportunities right 
out tyheir front door.

 Another finding dealt with substance 
use and driving under the influence, 
which Inyo County was “underperform-
ing compared to California and National 
benchmark in drug overdose deaths, 
excessive drinking, and alcohol-impaired 
driving deaths.” 

According to Dr. Flanigan, NIHD has 
been “in an evolution from a care delivery 
model for several years.” In the model, 
NIHD is “working on having our primary 
care practices become Patient Centered 
Medical Homes. We have also worked at 
expanding our partnerships with other 
entities. This has required a complete 
reset of relationship view and transition-
ing from isolation and competition to 
collaboration and partnership. This in ad-
dition to transitioning to a new Electronic 
Health Record. All of these transitions 
impose cost, frustration and new skills 
which have to be learned,” said Flanigan.     

  



October 22nd - 24th 

Donate blood at Fire Station #1 
3150 Main St, Mammoth Lakes 

Tuesday, Oct. 22nd 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.  
Wednesday, Oct. 23rd 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Thursday, Oct. 24th 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.  

Appointments are recommended, Walk-ins are welcome  
Call (866) 985-0598 or go online to 
www.BloodHero.com, enter sponsor code: SNOW 
 
All donors will    
receive vouchers 
for: 
Whoa Nellie Deli, 
Hugs Ice Cream 
Cone, Second 
Chance Thrift 
Shop 
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see DUNCAN, page 11

By Page 
RENOWNED AUTHOR TO SPEAK AT TWO EVENTS THIS WEEKEND

David James Duncan

David James Duncan, acclaimed 
author of The River Why and The 
Brothers K, has spent the past 

two months as the artist-in-residence at 
the DeChambeau Ranch on Mono Lake’s 
north shore. The Sheet caught up with 
Duncan ahead of two events he’s leading 
this weekend (details at end of story) that 
focus on the lives and work of two of his 
close friends, Tom Crawford (the resi-
dency’s namesake) and Brian Doyle. 

Sheet: Tell me about what you’re do-
ing up at the DeChambeau ranch this 
weekend. 

DJD: I lost these two dear literary 
friends successive years, May and May, 
2017, and 2018, and it’s a joy to be able 
to share their work with the community 
and have people here know some of the 
inspiration that inspired the DeCham-
beau folks to want to name this residen-
cy after Tom who, I think, was America’s 
greatest bird poet.

Sheet: What can you say about Tom 
and Brian? What was your relationship 
with them and specifically what are you 
going to be sharing about them?

DJD: Brian edited Portland Magazine. 
It was an alumni magazine at University 
of Portland and at one point Annie Dil-
lard said that Portland Magazine was the 

best spiritual magazine in the country. 
Brian was very interested in a kind of 
writing that is…it’s actually ancient, like 
in the diaries of saints and the poetry of 
mystics. Spiritual writing was of huge 
interest to Brian and he had a stable of 
us that really cared about the same kind 
of writing. So in talking about Brian, I 
mean it’s a window into an element of 
American literature that has caught fire 
just within the last couple of decades. 
And there’s a lot of spirituality in a lot 
of good poets: Tom Crawford would be 
high on the list. There’s an element of 
American culture that has blossomed. It 
kind of began when Zen Roshis started 
coming to Colorado and California and 
various places around the country and 
then expanded more when Tibetan Bud-
dhists went into exile. The most revered 
spiritual figure in the world today is 
probably the Dalai Lama and there’s a 
blossoming of culture around that that I 
find very interesting. 

Sheet: You said in an interview once 
that one thing that drew you to writing 
was a “story-telling magic that makes 
loss more bearable and sometimes even 
beautiful.” When you’re discussing your 
friends, is that kind of same magic being 
evoked as well?

DJD: Absolutely. Brian’s real forte 

were these short pieces that just knock 
you down. Unfortunately there’s a lot of 
Brian’s work that I can’t even read aloud 
because I just lose my shit but I will play 
that edge and read some things where if 
you read the right poem by W.S Merwin 
or Tom Crawford or Mary Oliver, all of 
whom died this last year, it leaves no 
question. You feel something that’s so 
alive. The feeling is: the heart that is alive 
to love never dies. And I’ll be reading 
some things that I feel demonstrate that.

Sheet: You wrote at the end of the 
introduction to River Teeth to “let go of 
what can’t be saved, to honor what can 
and perhaps to make others more aware 
of, and more willing to accept and share, 
the same cycle in themselves”. Would 
you kind of call this a bit of a “River 
Teeth” experience?

DJD: Yes. I’ll just tell a little story. 
Brian Doyle wanted to do a performance 
with me at a book store he really liked 
up on Bainbridge Island. And the date 
we set ended up being three days after 
Donald Trump was elected. And Brian 
and I held forth at this bookstore, it was 
standing room only, and we rapidly real-
ized that the mood was very unusual, 
because this was an audience of Seattle 
area liberals and progressives. And they 
were dismayed at what had happened 
to their country and not only that, they 
didn’t want to go back home (laughs). I 
thought they might lock us in the store. 
We were having so much fun that the 
whole thing turned into a two hundred 
person meeting, anybody could speak 
their mind. We had each performed for 
our allotted half hour and the Q&A went 
on for two and a half hours and was one 
of the most powerful experiences I’ve 
ever had reading in a bookstore and also 
with my dear friend. It was the first time 
that we’d ever performed together even 
though we’d been friends for twenty-five 
years, and three days later I got an email 
from Brian saying that he had been 
diagnosed as terminal with a glioblas-
toma tumor and so there’s the opening 
narrative: how do you create beauty [out] 
of that kind of blow? The book that I vol-
unteered to put together for Brian of his 
best non-fiction, One Long River of Song 
is a really powerful, beautiful book that 
does a lot of what you’ve been talking 
about: river tooth moments, moments 
where you add art and keen attention 
to grief and it sometimes takes a turn 
toward the beautiful. I’ll be starting the 
first night with a poem that Tom wrote 
about a friend of his with a brain tumor 
that I read to Brian, and Brian loved it. 
It was really powerful for both men, and 
for me It’s a beautiful poem and here was 
a person living the poem and Tom had 
already anticipated it and written about 
it beautifully. It’s a kind of magic right 
there, you know. Brian felt understood 
even though it was a really difficult time 
for him. 

Sheet: Did Tom and Brian know each 
other as well, were they also friends?

DJD: They knew each other’s work, 
[but] they moved in very different circles. 
Brian was just a real fixture in Portland 
and for a lot of the later years, the last 
fourteen years of his life, Tom was in 
Santa Fe, New Mexico. I was hoping 
somewhere along in there Tom might 
get an invitation to do this lecture series 
at the University of Portland that Brian 
ran. It might’ve happened but neither of 
them lasted long enough.

Sheet: Did you bring your rod up here 
with you?

Building
Division

2019 energy 
standards 
overview

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES   •  WWW.TOWNOFMAMMOTHLAKES.CA.GOV

FREE!

LOCATION

COST

TIME

DATE

Public Educational Presentation with Javier Perez
California Energy Commission Instructor

Friday, November 1

10am-4pm (Attendees are encouraged to arrive before 10am to sign in.)

Minaret Village Mall, Suite Z  •  437 Old Mammoth Road

Free of charge
This presentation provides an overview of the updates to the 2019 Energy Standards for 
residential and nonresidential projects that take effect statewide and in Mono County and 
Mammoth Lakes on January 1, 2020.

Contractors, builders, engineers, architects, building designers and other individuals who are in 
the construction industry are encouraged to attend. Attendees are eligible for ICC Continuing 
Education Units (CEUs). Course materials will be handed out at the presentation.

The event will feature nonresidential standards from 10am-12pm, and residential standards from 
1-4pm. Refreshments will be served in the morning, and lunch will be provided from 12-1pm.

Instructor Javier Perez is an Energy Commission Specialist I in the California Energy 
Commission’s Outreach and Education Unit. He has been with the Energy Commission for over 
10 years, and specializes in residential HVAC and lighting requirements, helping to develop 
resources and training material on the requirements of the Energy Standards.

For questions or more information, please contact Tom Perry at (760) 965-3635  
or tperry@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.

INFO

CONTACT

Call Randy 714-330-6293

FOR SALE

2017 Honda Ridgeline RTL-E AWD
Leather / Loaded Equipment Package


52,700 Miles - All Services Done Regularly

All-Wheel Drive / New Michelin M/S Tires

8 Year / 100,000 Mile Honda Ext. Warranty


5,000 lbs. Tow Capacity w/ Trailer Hitch

Includes Snow Cables / Premium Sunshade


$29,500 Or Best Offer


OFF THE SLOPES



THE SHEET   I   Saturday, October 19, 2019            www.thesheetnews.com                               OFF THE SLOPES   I   11  

I just find if I get up and 

think and compulsively 

try to hook right in with 

where I left off the day 

before, it’s a disaster. 

”

“

David James Duncan  

DUNCAN 
continued from page 10

DJD: I brought two. I brought a 
graphite rod because i have a rod that 
Lisa Cutting made that’s split cane and 
her rod is so beautiful and the streams 
here are so brushy that I just didn’t want 
to risk breaking it (laughs).  If I’m going 
to break a rod, I want it to be a rod that’s 
under warranty from a fly-fishing rod 
making factory so I brought one of those 
to fish these brushy streams and then if 
I’m out in the open somewhere I might 
pull out Lisa’s rod. I’ve been doing very 
little fishing to be honest. I had a great 
day with Paul MacFarland’s son Solo-
mon. When I saw this eleven year-old 
fanatic it was like total deja vu for me.

Sheet: It sounds like you may have 
seen a little bit of yourself in that?

DJD: Oh, no kidding. I was looking at 
Solomon and yeah, it was a total blast 
from the past. He is a fanatic and so was 
I at his age so it was really fun to share 
flies, share strategies, be on the water 
together.

Sheet: (on younger generations) Do 
you have a worry that there may be a little 
bit of a lessening of that connection to 
the land and what makes it so special and 
integral to someone’s understanding of 
their lives?

DJD: Well, one thing is:  the work I’ve 
done attracts a certain kind of reader and 
somebody whose interest is, I don’t know, 
artificial intelligence and Silicon Valley 
billionaires is not a person whose likely 
to be reaching out to me or vice versa 
(laughs). But I feel like my generation is 
one of the last who knows how to do a lot 
of things with their hands. I have daugh-

ters who are 26 and 28 and my 26 year 
old daughter especially is a real hands on 
person. She’s a throwback. She and I have 
these shitty old flip phones and I never 
even used mine until I came down here 
because I didn’t want to be away from my 
wife for three months without her being 
able to reach me at 
any time.

There’s a funny 
story: I didn’t even 
know how to work 
my phone until I 
came down here, so 
like I didn’t know 
how to look for old 
messages on it and it 
had been filled by so 
many messages that 
had just come from 
Verizon that I was 
sitting in a parking 
lot in Missoula right 
before I came, delet-
ing all these mes-
sages and suddenly 
here was the voice 
of my friend Brian 
Doyle, who’d hung a 
message on my phone when I didn’t even 
know my phone number (laughs) and he 
just starts right off:

“Hey David James Duncan, Brian James 
Doyle. I just wanted to call you and say 
you’re my brother and I love you.” and it 
goes on from there. It was sixty seconds of 
my dear friend a year and a half after he’d 
passed sitting on my phone last month. 

Sheet: It might even not seem like a 

coincidence at that point, right?
DJD: I guess maybe the word that 

comes closest for me is something like 
grace, it felt like a moment of grace that 
he cared enough to leave that message 
for me…that it would come across as a 
thank-you when I’d done a tremendous 

amount of work to try 
to preserve his liter-
ary legacy in the best 
way possible with 
this new book? That’s 
good stuff, man. 

Sheet: I read a 
piece that you wrote 
about writing advice 
from 2004 and I 
really loved the de-
scription of how you 
“rag-doll” yourself 
before you write. Is 
that a process that 
you still go through?

DJD: It’s funny you 
bring that up, I was 
just telling someone 
about the rag doll the 
other day. I just find 
if I get up and think 

and compulsively try to hook right in with 
where I left off the day before, it’s a disas-
ter. I lose my focus, I lose my concentra-
tion, I go wandering off wherever impulse 
sends me. Whereas if I start by centering 
myself in the deepest way possible, my 
concentration lasts a lot longer.  I’m more 
focused. It’s less about me and easier to 
just get lost in the process itself. It’s just 
like self-effaced imagination takes over 

and the art starts to rise up off the page 
and grab hold of you. 

Sheet: Would you say you’re still hav-
ing fun?

DJD: Yeah! It’s been a long haul on this 
book and I’m not having fun trying to ex-
plain to my wife or publisher how I could 
still not be finished (laughs).

Sheet: And you’ve been able to wrap 
that up, or at least kind of work on it up 
here?

DJD: It’s feeling really good, you know 
I haven’t put the last period on the last 
page. What’s great about this residency 
is it created a real line of demarcation 
and my friends know they’re leaving me 
alone. It’s just a wonderful giving and 
receiving and sharing with the DeCham-
beau creek folks and a couple of wonder-
ful artists. It’s nice to put my friends in the 
spotlight, not have to be so much in the 
spotlight myself.

David James Duncan is the first 
Tom Crawford Writer-in-Residence 
sponsored by the DeChambeau Creek 
Foundation.

He is spending a three-month residen-
cy on the 135-acre ranch gifted by Jan 
Simis, who passed away in 2017.

During his residency, Mr. Duncan 
will give two lectures (this Saturday at 
Mono Lake County Park and Sunday at 
the Lee Vining Community Center. Start 
times: 3 p.m.) as well as lead two field 
trips in conjunction with the Lee Vining 
schools. 

 

in the Main Street Promenade
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Tracy Edwards (left) at the helm. 

“PUT THEM IN THE IRON MAIDEN” 
Mammoth Lakes Film Festival hosts midseason screenings over next two weekends 
By Hite

The Mammoth Lakes Film Festival 
will host a screening of ‘Maiden’ 
this Saturday and a screening of 

‘David Crosby: Remember My Name’’ 
on October 27. 
    This is the first time the festival will 
host these mid season screenings in an 
effort to “Keep the community engaged 
with independent filmmaking and 
storytelling” says festival founder Shira 
Dubrovner.
    The town of Mammoth Lakes has no 
art houses to showcase projects that 
ripple throughout the film community, 
so this is Dubrovner’s attempt at giving 
people access to great movies which 
might not get shown at Minaret Cin-
emas. 

She explained her selection process: 
“We try to pick films that have a chance 
at making it to the Academy Awards 
because I think people really like when 
they have seen a movie that wins an 
award.” 

Maiden 

“What it takes to sail around the world 
is, first of all, you have to be a bit crazy, 
you have to be different than the normal 
bloke” is the tone-setting hook that 
opens up documentary filmmaker Alex 
Holmes inspiring story of the crew of 
the Maiden, the first all-female team to 
sail around the world in the Whitbred 
sailing competition in 1989.

Maiden follows the journey of 24-year 
old Tracy Edwards from cook on a ship 

in the Whitbred to assembling an all-
female team to compete in the event the 
very next year.

Edwards was devious, slightly erratic, 
somewhat disagreeable, but most im-
portantly Edwards was determined. Oh, 
and she was also a badass.

She had to have these qualities in or-
der to defy worldwide gender barriers. 
Not only was sailing around the world 
an extremely dangerous venture but the 
sport was a glorified ‘boys club.’ UJntil 
1989, a woman had no opportunity to 
be a part of the crew (except as a cook) 
and were considered ‘second-rate’ 
deck-hands. 

Edwards was not perturbed by the 
lack of opportunity available to her. 
Some would say she was oblivious 

to it - even to this day. Which is ulti-
mately what makes this documentary so 
memorable. The conclusion is foregone 
but you become wrapped up in the 
world of 1989.

The movie is a chopped-up showcase 
of footage from the boat (no CGI - real 
50 foot waves), news stories from the 
time, and interviews with the crew and 
others associated with the story.

What shines through is the crew itself. 
Modern interviews from journalists ex-
plain the nasty rhetoric they used while 
covering the Whitbred in 1989 before 
explaining that no one thought they 
would even finish the first leg (out of 
six). This global pessimism is contrasted 
with personal interviews from the crew 
of the ‘Maiden’. The women were in the 

eye of the storm and largely had their 
own narrative of the journey. In fact, 
most of them nostalgically tell their 
stories with the same exuberant emo-
tions they had in 1989; they are not just 
retelling their story, they are reliving it.

For a team of experienced sailors, the 
journey was simply a means to an end. 
They knew they had the skill, they just 
needed an opportunity. The coverage 
from journalists and the broader gender 
narrative was the least of their worries.

But the story wouldn’t exist if a gen-
der barrier had not been broken and the 
world made aware of this achievement 
even if the crew considered it no big 
deal. 
They just wanted to win. And they knew 
they could go toe-to-toe with the men. 

The movie is set to play at 7 p.m. on 
Saturday, October 19, at the Edison 
Theatre in Mammoth Lakes. 

If you can’t make the ‘Maiden’ show-
ing, you can watch ‘David Crosby: Re-
member My Name’ which is a sobering 
introspective deep dive into the life and 
music of the legendary David Crosby. 
The Crosby documentary airs at 4 p.m. 
on Sunday, October 27. 

*And you know you’re a film buff if you 
can identify the popular movie quoted in 
this article’s title. 
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CONTROL
continued from page 1
know turnover (of a tenant) costs them 
money. If they have a good tenant they 
won’t jack the rents up.”

One of those old school landlords 
who just got out of the game is Rich 
McAteer. At one time, he used to have 
eight rental units in Mammoth.

McAteer summarized the issue as 
one where the state is using a blanket 
policy to police a few bad apples. 

While some landlords try to extract 
every last penny and don’t do much 
upkeep on their properties, most land-
lords run things in a decent fashion, 
have good tenants, and know you keep 
good tenants by keeping rents low. 

Every 1-3 years, he’d raise rents 5%.
All his tenants were on month-to-

month deals. 
The last two-bedroom unit he just 

sold had been renting for $1,075/
month, well below market rate. 

Of the new law, McAteer said, “It 
certainly gives people who are into the 
extraction model the means to raise 
rents [the maximum allowed every 
year] with impunity.” 

McAteer says he’s not against the 
concept of the new law, but “I just 
don’t know how it’s gonna work.” 

He cautioned against another law, 
the law of unintended consequences. 

Kelly Litschge is a second home-
owner in Mammoth who also owns 
one Airbnb unit here, but also owns 
multi-unit dwellings down south. 

She is not a fan of the new law. “I 
don’t want the state to dictate what I 
can or can’t do with my property.” 

“As a landlord,” she said. “I don’t 
want to be behind the 8-ball where 
rent is too low.” Typically, she says, she 
doesn’t raise rents consistently. 

This law may have the dubious effect 
of reminding her to [raise rents].” 

“My tenants are not going to be 
happy,” she said.

She believes the law was passed 
despite the will of the voters, and 
disagrees with Mr. Chiu in that such a 
law may absolutely disincentive new 
construction.

While she thinks that 5% plus CPI is 
a decent allowance for a rent increase, 
it doesn’t take into account the sort of 
one-off capital expenditures/repairs 
that can really pressure a landlord. 

“Will it affect a landlord’s investment 
in his/her property?” she asked. 

When an entity is doing cost projec-
tions that involves any inflationary 
measure, the obvious decision is to 
plug in regular increases to keep up.
    Colin Fernie, Owner of Black Tie Ski 
Rentals has had a different experience 
with rentals. 

“We bought property two-and-a-half, 
three years ago and have mainly had 
local workers living there so our situa-
tion is different.” Said Fernie, “We are 
below market rate already and aren’t 
looking to increase rent more than 5% 
so it won’t affect us specifically.” 

He felt the situation wouldn’t lead to 
anything drastic in the Eastern Sierra, 
“Mammoth is a unique market. It isn’t 
like Santa Monica where you have 
companies scooping up large pieces of 
land to make money on rentals. Here 
(in Mammoth) you don’t have some-
one parking a lot of money in rentals 
so the prices are dictated by the free 

market.”
But Fernie did express a similar senti-
ment to Oster, “Some 
landlords might put 
in regular increases 
to protect them-
selves.”

The bill received 
support from the 
California Apartment 
Association, which 
represents land-
lords, after Governor 
Newsom negotiated 
specific amendments 
to the bill. 

However, the bill is 
also receiving back-
lash as the National 

OCTOBER 21& 22, 4-8 PM
Extended Breast Cancer Screening Hours

for Women ages 40 and up
Questions about insurance or financial aid?
Not sure when your last Mammogram was?

Call (760) 873-2155   

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

OCTOBER 21& 22, 4-8 PM

A 2019 NIHD COMMUNITY EVENT

NORTHERN INYO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
One Team. One Goal. Your Health.

Join Northern Inyo Healthcare District for

Health & Nutrition Education
Breast Self-Exam  •  3D Mammography  •  Cancer Detection & Imaging Talks

Lymphedema Education  •  Nutrition & Recipes  •  Breast Cancer Answers
Light Massage Treatments

Relaxing Music, Goodie Bags, Refreshments & More

Remember, Early Detection Saves Lives!

Realtors Association said the measure 
discourages new rental housing. 

A spokesman for 
California YIMBY, 
a group “focused 
on housing and 
land use policy at 
the state and local 
level to ensure 
grassroots orga-
nizers and city 
leaders have the 
tools they need to 
accelerate home 
building,” issued 
this statement.

“Rent caps don’t 
solve the housing 
crisis,” and then 

explained how the only solution is to 
build more homes.

The housing market is currently not 
keeping up with population growth. 
Rent caps may mitigate some of these 
housing woes in California but even 
Governor Newsom would admit this 
was not intended to solve all the issues. 

The bill only lasts ten years, ending 
on January 1, 2030, and will begin Janu-
ary 1, 2020, with the highest rent being 
a 5% increase on whatever rent was 
being charged as of March 15, 2019.
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BARS & MUSIC
Happy Hour/
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill. 
Happy hour 3-6 p.m. 1/2 off wings on 
Monday. More info: See ad p. 11.
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour Mon-Fri., 
Happy Hour from 4-6 p.m. 
Morrison’s Happy Hour 5-7 p.m. all 
summer Sunday through Thursday in 
the bar. More info: See ad p. 7. 
The Mogul Happy Hour Sun.-Thurs.
from 5:30-6:30 p.m.in the bar with food 
and drink specials. Note: Shoulder 
season close starting 10/20.
Mammoth Rock ‘N’ Bowl
Mon. DJ 9:00 p.m. Thurs. DJ 10 p.m. 
Note: Bowl for a Cause fundraiser at 
Mammoth Rock ‘n Bowl Oct. 27. See ad 
p. 7
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour: 4-7 
p.m. daily. $6 dollar menu items, drink 
specials. Info: See ad p. 4.
Petra’s Bistro. Happy hour 5-7 p.m. 
Signature cocktails. Wine by the glass. 
Info: See ad p. 4.
Roberto’s Happy Hour: 4-6 p.m. daily. 
The Public House Local Mondays 
(all local beers are $5 a pint). Karaoke 
Tuesdays @ 8:00. ½ Priced Wine 
on Wednesdays, Open Mic night 
Thursdays. 
Famous Slocums Happy Hour   Happy 
Hour: Mon-Fri 4-6 pm; Sat 4-5:30 pm. 
Dining at 5:30 pm.  Closed Sundays. 
“No Reservations, just come on in.” 
More info: See ad p. 5.
T-Bar Social Club in June Lake.
Entertainment virtually every night.
More info: www.tbarsocialclub.com. 
Giovanni’s Happy Hour daily 4-6 p.m. 
Large pizza and a pitcher of beer gets 
you free wings. 
Shelter Distilling Open 11am -11pm 
Daily Happy Hour: 3-5 p.m. Sunday 
through Thursday/Half Off All Drinks
Info: See ad, p. 18.
Bleu Daily Happy Hour 5-6 p.m.
$5 Beer, Wine and Small Plates.
Devils Creek Distillery tasting room 
hours. 3-6 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays. 
Location: Industrial Park, 123 
Commerce Dr. Info: 760.793.7131. 
53 Kitchen & Cocktails happy hour 
Friday-Sunday. Time: 2-4 p.m.
Black Velvet Coffee happy hour 4-6. 
Wine tastings on Wednesdays.
Rafters daily happy hour 4-6 p.m. All 
night happy hour on Thursday 
Lakanuki happy hour 3-6 p.m. daily. 
Mammoth Tavern happy hour 4-5:30 
p.m. Half off draft beer, well drinks, and 
glass wine. Special on appetizers.  

Saturday, October 19/
U2Xperience plays the T-Bar Social 
Club. Starts 8 p.m. Info: www.
tbarsocialclub.com

Sunday, October 20/
Catch all the NFL action @ Liberty, 
Clocktower, Gomez in Mammoth and 
the Paiute Palace in Bishop. 

Tuesday, October 22/ 
Team trivia at Mammoth Brewing Co. 
Time: 7 p.m. Free. 
Karaoke @ Public House. 8 p.m. 

Wednesday, October 23/
In the Biz Wednesdays @ Mammoth 
Rock ‘n Bowl. $1 games and $1 shoes 
after 9 p.m. 

Thursday, October 24/
Open Mic Night @ Public House. 8 p.m.
1/2 off wing night and extended happy 
hour for Thursday Night Football @ 
Liberty. 

October 18-20/
Leaves in the Loop. @ June Lake Loop. 
For info, see sidebar pg. 15. 

Friday, October 18 /
Trunk or Treat in Bishop City Park. 
Come join the fun, dress up for 
Halloween and visit booths with 
decorations and games. Free costume 
contest ages 0-10. Time: 5:30-8:30 p.m.
MHS Football homecoming game vs. 
Faith Baptist. Kickoff 7 p.m. King & 
Queen crowned at the half. 

October 19-20/
Annual Haunted Barn Fundraiser. 
@ Julian Family Ranch in Coleville. 
A haunted house and hay ride 
experience at the Julian Family Ranch, 
all proceeds go to the Coleville High 
Senior Class Fund. Time: 7-10 p.m. 
both nights. Tickets and info: http://
colevillehauntedbarn.com. 
David James Duncan Presentations 
@ Mono Lake County Park (Saturday) 
and Mono Lake-Lee Vining Community 
Center (Sunday). For info, see sidebar p. 
15. 

Saturday, October 19/
Downtown Bishop Chocolate Art 
Walk. Come explore Bishop’s thriving 
art scene, with live music and free 
chocolate treats at 32 locations. 
Time: 3-8 p.m. More info: www.
chocolateartwalk.com or see ad p. 9
Haunted Swamp Fundraiser @ FFA 
Farm, Bishop. Proceeds go to BUHS 
Future Farmers of America. Time: 
7-9p.m. 
Panamint Valley and Surprise Canyon 
Wilderness Hike. @ Ballarat Ghost 
Town. Join Friends of the Inyo on a 
wilderness hike in celebration of the 
25th anniversary of the California 
Desert Protection Act. Leaving 
Bishop at 8 a.m. More info: https://
friendsoftheinyo.org/events/ or email 
Bryan@friendsoftheinyo.org
Augie Hess Celebration Golf 
Tournament. For more info, email 
steve@bishopcountryclub.com or call 
760-873-5828
Bridgeport Zombie Crawl @ the Jolly 
Kone, Bridgeport. Get in the Halloween 
sprit and dress your best “undead”. 
Featuring face-painting, pumpkin 
carving and the “Zombie Crawl” 
through the streets of Bridgeport. 
Time: 2-5 p.m.
Mammoth Lakes Film Festival 
midseason screening @ the Edison. 
More info: See sidebar column p. 15 or 
film review p. 12.
Eastern Sierra Cancer Alliance 10th 
Annual 5K Walk and Run @ Bishop 
City Park. Grab a friend and join a 
great cause. Featuring info booths, 
drawings and team prizes. Start Time: 
9 a.m. Registration opens 7:30 a.m.  
Info and registration at http://www.
ESCancerAlliance.org
Join Eastern Sierra Conservation 
Corps for a one-day watercolor/ink 
workshop with artist Yuri Pineda. 
We’ll be taking a short hike into the 
wilderness to experience and paint 
the beautiful autumn landscape! 
Open to women of all ages. No prior 
art experience required! Cost: sliding 
scale $10-$100 as a donation to ESCC. 
Art supplies, lunch and transportation 
to and from the trailhead included. 
Group meets 9 a.m. at 1475 Tavern Rd. 
in Mammoth. Please RSVP to agnes @
easternsierracc.org or 760.935.3877

Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

TOAST THE COASTS:
NINERS, PATRIOTS UNBEATEN!

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

TOWN STUFF

info@MammothInsurance.com
625 Old Mammoth Rd, Mammoth Lakes

MammothInsurance.com

AUTO - HOME - COMMERCIAL - HEALTH 

Alicia Olson
LIC # 0I19200

OWNERS/BROKERS

Eric Olson
LIC # 0783148

CALL 760-934-2200

calendar of events
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calendar of events
Early Detection: Evening Edition

Mammoth Hospital is hosting an 
extended hours mammography night 
- "Early Detection: Evening Edition" 
Thursday, October 24 from 4-8 pm.

Even if you’re not due for your 
mammogram, come on out for 
refreshments, giveaways and fun in 
honor of breast cancer awareness 
month.

All month, Mammoth Hospital is 
proud to offer $10 mammograms us-
ing the latest 3D imaging technology 
(and free annual preventative screen-
ing to those with insurance).

For info/appt., call 760.924.4070. 

Avalanche dynamics: 
Art Exhibition and Workshops

Forest Island Project’s 2019 artists 
– Alice Könitz, Brian O'Connell and 
Nina Waisman – will show work de-
veloped during the summer residency 
session, held in collaboration with the 
Sierra Nevada Aquatic Research Labo-
ratory. More information is available 
at forestislandproject.org.

The art exhibition opening takes 
place Saturday, October 26 from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. 

Art Workshops will be held on Sun-
day, October 27 from 10 a.m. 'til noon. 

Location: FI Studios @ Main Street 
Promenade in Mammoth Lakes (right 
down from Black Velvet Coffee). 

David James Duncan 

David James Duncan, author of "The 
River Why" and "The Brothers K," will 
give two lectures next weekend in Lee 
Vining. 

On Saturday, October 19, the 
DeChambeau Creek Foundation 
presents Mr. Duncan sharing remi-
niscences of his friend and poet, Tom 
Crawford, at Mono Lake County Park 
from 3-4:30 p.m. This event is free and 
open to all. For more information, 
contact dechambeaucreekfdn@gmail.
com.

On Sunday, October 20, DeCham-
beau Creek Foundation again pres-
ents Mr. Duncan, this time offering a 
pre-publication preview of "One Long 
River of Song," a forthcoming book 
by his friend and fellow author, Brian 
Doyle, at the Mono Lake Indian and 
Lee Vining Community Center from 
3-4:30 p.m. This event is free and open 
to all. For more information, contact 
dechambeaucreekfdn@gmail.com

Leaves in the Loop 

The first "Leaves in the Loop" 
weekend will take place in June Lake 
October 18-20.

Activities will include leaf-peeping, 
arts and crafts and outdoor adventure. 
The festitivies conclude on Sunday 
morning with a walk hosted by the 
June Lake Historical Society.

Experts and longtime locals will 
lead the various activities.

The weekend kicks off with a wel-
come event at the June lake Commu-
nity Center on Friday evening begin-
ning at 6 p.m.

Saturday highlights include a 
guided photography hike from 8-10 
a.m. with June Lake Brewing owne  

TOWN STUFF TOWN STUFF
Sunday, October 20/
Fall Colors Tree Walk @ Bishop City 
Park with Master Gardener Alison 
Collin. Meet at the bridge behind the 
Visitor Center at 2 p.m. Free! Info: 
Melissa at 760-873-7854 or melyeager@
ucanr.edu
Manzanar Presentation and Book 
Signing @ Manzanar Historic Site. 
Listen to a presentation by Stephanie 
Morill, author of “Within These Lines”, a 
novel set in the Manzanar Incarceration 
Camp. Info at www.nps.gov/manz or by 
phone at 760-878-2194 ext. 3310

Monday, October 21/
Inyo Associates meet this month in 
Big Pine. Social hour starts 5:30 p.m. 
Location: Big Pine Hall at the corner of 
Dewey and Hall. RSVP: 760.873.8405.

October 21-22/
Moonlight Mammograms @ Northern 
Inyo Hospital. Extended breast cancer 
screening hours for women ages 40+. No 
appointment necessary. Time: 4-8 p.m. 
More info: See ad p. 13. 

Tuesday, October 22/
Mammoth Lakes Chamber of 
Commerce Business After Hours @ The 
Eatery. 5-7 p.m. 

October 22-24/
Mammoth Lakes Blood Drive. 
Location: Fire Station #1 on Main Street. 
More info: See ad p. 9. 

Wednesday, October 23 /
June Lake Loop Chamber of 
Commerce annual membership 
meeting and mixer @ June Mountain's 
Mid Chalet. Time: 2-4 p.m. 

Thursday, October 24/
Hot Creek Stewardship Day. Time: 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Join Eastern Sierra Land 

AT THE MOVIES

Trust and Bureau of Land Management 
for a post-wildfire restoration volunteer 
day! We'll plant native seedlings in 
crucial sage-grouse and mule deer 
wintering areas. More info: Call 
760.873.4554.
Mammoth Hospital Mammography 
night. More info: See sidebar column this 
page or ad p. 19.  

October 25-27 /
Fourth Annual Eastern Sierra History 
Conference @ the Page Center, located 
at the Sierra Nevada Aquatic Research 
Laboratory (SNARL), 1016 Mt. Morrison 
Road. Mammoth Lakes. Sponsored by 
the Eastern Sierra Interpretive Assn. 
Focused on people, places and events 
of the Eastern Sierra. Three days of 
lectures. Sunday field tours. Saturday 
evening dinner. More info/registration: 
Please visit www.esiaonline.org. 

Friday, October 25/
Social Ballroom Dance @ Bishop 
Senior Center. Non-formal, all are 
welcome. More info: call Donovan and 
Theresa Otto at 760.872.2175.
Annual Halloween Party and Haunted 
Roller Rink @ Mammoth Rec Zone. 
Festivites include carnival games, 
costume contest, and a cakewalk. 
Admission is $5, includes skate rentals. 
Time: 5-8 p.m. More info: www.
mammothreczone.com/760.965.3690.

Saturday, October 26/
Fall Into Reading. @ Mammoth Lakes 
Library. Interactive early literacy event 
intended for children under five. Time: 
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Mammoth Middle School 
Organization Wicked Brew fundraiser 
at Lakanuki. 8 p.m.-midnight. 
Halloween-theme. Ghoulish fun 
Costumes encouraged. For tix, visit 
Wickedbrew2019.com

Sara Walsh and local photographer 
Michael Allen White. 

There will also be artist demon-
strations, a bike ride with Eastside 
Velo and scenic chairlift rides at June 
Mountain. 

For more information about the 
entire weekend please visit www.
Junelakeloop.org.

MLFF midseason screening 

On Saturday, October 19, at 7 p.m., 
we will be screening the documentary 
MAIDEN.

MAIDEN is the story of how Tracy 
Edwards, a 24-year-old cook in char-
ter boats, became the skipper of the 
first ever all-female crew to enter the 
Whitbread Round the World in 1989.

On Sunday, October 27, at 4 p.m., 
we will be screening the documentary 
DAVID CROSBY: REMEMBER MY 
NAME.

From producer Cameron Crowe 
(Jerry Maguire), DAVID CROSBY: 
REMEMBER MY NAME reflects on 
David Crosby's life of music stardom, 
while forging new paths to relevancy 
at his age of 77 in this deeply personal 
documentary.

Info and tix: https://www.edisonthe-
atre.org/. Or see ad page 12.

Murder Mystery tix on sale 

21st annual Sierra Classic Theatre 
Murder Mystery, titled "The Ballot of 
Death," takes place Nov. 3-7, 10 and 
11. There will be seven performances 
at six different locations. For more 
information and tickets go to www.
sierraclassictheatre.org. 

For the Tom's Place show on Nov. 7, 
call 760.935.4239. 

Pumpkin carving contest

Bishop’s new C5 Community Arts 
Center is hosting a pumpkin art carv-
ing contest and all members of the 
community are invited to participate 
and attend. Turn in your carved or 
decorated pumpkins at the C5 Stu-
dios Community Arts Center on 210 
Warren Street (the back of the former 
JCPenney’s) on October 27th, 2019, 
between 5 & 7 PM. The Arts Center 
asks for $10 for each entry, which is 
considered a tax deductible donation.

All community members are invited 
to view the lit and displayed pump-
kins at the C5 Community Art Center 
on the evenings of October 28th, 
29th, and 30th between 5:30 & 8 PM! 
Bring your family for a festive event! 
Hot cider and cookies sales will go 
directly to the C5 Studios Community 
Art Center to help fund its programs. 
C5 Studios is a subsidiary of nonprofit 
Eastern Sierra Artists 501c3.

For more information about the 
C5 Studios Community Arts Cen-
ter please visit its website as www.
c5studios.org or call Erin Boehme at 
805-570-3913.
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Help Wanted

   Mammoth Rock N Bowl has immediate 
openings for 2 Assistant Pinsetter Mechan-
ics, who will perform maintenance and 
repairs of Qubica/AMF Bowling Equip-
ment. We will train you. Additional duties 
include Facility Maintenance Projects.  This 
is a part time, hourly position with flexible 
hours and a starting salary range between 
$16.00-18.00/hour.  
   Mammoth Spa Creations is looking for 
an additional member for it’s team. We cur-
rently have an immediate opening for a spa 
maintenance / technician position. This is 
a Full Time Position (Monday through Fri-
day). This position offers vacation accrual, 
benefits and paid holidays. Experience is 
preferred, but not required. Heavy lifting is 
required. Please call 760-924-3091 or stop 
by the store located at 1401 Tavern Road 
Mammoth Lakes for more information and 
to pick up an application. Resumes can be 
e-mailed to mammothspa@aol.com. 
    Surefoot Mammoth is hiring for the 
upcoming winter season! Seeking passion-
ate skiers to fill multiple full time bootfitter/ 
sales associate positions.We offer competi-
tive pay and a season pass with time to use 
it. Must have excellent customer service 
skills and be able to work in a fast paced 
work environment. This is a great oppor-
tunity to learn an important skill in the ski 
industry. Email resume to Mammoth@
surefoot.com or stop by the store to fill out 
an application.
   Vacation Rental company seeks (FT (w/
benefits) or PT) local maintenance techs 
($20/h) and housekeepers (great piece rate, 
we have linen strippers to do heavy lifting). 
Must be a team player and have great at-
titude. Email: recruiting@fivestarlodging.
com to apply.

 

                            NOW HIRING 
Founded by local skiers in 1979, Footloose 

Sports has grown into the biggest sport shop 
in Mammoth Lakes.

If you have a passion for the outdoors and 
want to be part of a great working team ap-
ply now for the 2019-2020 Winter Season.  

Apply in person or online at footloose-
sports.com/careers.html or email your 
resume to footloose@footloosesports.com

Guest Service Representative Seeking 
responsible, reliable personnel for busy 
rental management company. Excellent 
phone/customer service skills, attention 
to detail required. Previous reservation 
or administration experience required. 
Full-time 32-40 hours per week, year-round 
starting immediately, must be able to work 
weekends. Competitive pay and package. 
Please email resume to sarah@mammoth-
sierraonline.com

             NO CLASS-IFIEDS
Help Wanted Help Wanted

For Rent

     
    
   Best Western High Sierra Hotel Now Hir-
ing Front Desk Supervisor permanent posi-
tion. $14-$18 DOE plus paid vacation. Please 
stop by at 3228 Main St in Mammoth Lakes        
   Mammoth Taxi is accepting resumes for 
experienceddrivers with great customer 
service and clean driving records. We are 
also looking for office staff for the right 
person with great organizational skills 
and customer service background. Please 
inquire with Scottie at 760-914-7433. www.
mammoth-taxi.com. 
    Bleu Handcrafted Foods seeks food-
passionate individuals to join our BAKING 
and CULINARY TEAMS! Baking Team Shifts 
start at 7am and Culinary Team shifts start 
at 10:30am. Based on your experience and 
interests, we will train and place you in the 
right role at Bleu. Great wages, benefits and 
co-workers! PT/FT. Send resumes to the-
resabrocia@yahoo.com or call 760.709.6689

 
 Full time retail job in Mammoth and in 

Bishop.  Apply at Mammoth Mountaineer-
ing Supply, Alpine Approach, Mammoth 
Gear Exchange, or to dave@mammothgear.
com.  Pay depending on experience.

  

  
     

   Vacasa is hiring full and part time house-
keepers in June Lake with pay starting at 
$18 per hour. Apply online at vacasa.com/
careers, or email allison.bolger@vacasa.
com. 
   Black Tie Ski Rentals is now hiring for 
both Full-Time and Part-Time winter sea-
sonal positions for the 2019-20 ski season. 
Seeking proactive and energetic individuals 
who share our love of the mountains and 
possess an entrepreneurial spirit. Ideal can-
didates enjoy working in a great team atmo-
sphere and are passionate about providing 
impeccable customer service to our guests.
Flexible scheduling is available but MUST 
be able to work weekends and holidays. 
Competitive hourly wages plus additional 
compensation which includes; Sales Com-
mission, Tips, Participation in Ski Pass 
Program, Industry Pricing Equipment Deals, 
Personal use of Shop Equipment and Tools, 
Family & Friend Discounts and End of Year 
Bonus based on hours worked and season 
completion
    If you’re passionate about skiing or snow-
boarding and enjoy sharing that passion 
with guests of our mountain communities, 
this could be a great opportunity for you. 
Please email a resume with references to 
mammoth@blacktieskis.com if you are 
interested in joining our team.
   Full & Part Time Preschool Teacher:
Mammoth Lakes Lutheran Preschool is 
seeking a qualified Teacher. Must have or 
be enrolled in ECE units, have experience 
working in a licensed preschool setting and 
clear a background check. Candidates must 
have a love of and enthusiasm for working 
with very young children. Competitive pay, 
DOE. Email alexisvanveen@outlook.com or 
call 818-681-9919
   Holiday Haus Motel and Hostel. Hiring 
for year round permanent position for Front 
Desk .Excellent pay DOE. Contact Todd @ 
760.934.2414 or stop by and see us in person 
at 3905 Main Street in Mammoth Lakes. 
      Seasons 4 Condominiums Rentals - 
front desk position. FT reservation/guest 
service position open. Must be computer 
literate, enjoy working with guests, + general 
office. Fri, Sat, daytime hours, Sun-Tues 
afternoon-evening. Email resume: teri@
seasons4.com and we’ll set up an interview. 
760-934-2030.
   Looking for responsible persons for ken-
nel work w/dogs, walking, mushing, trail 
work, knowledge of power & hand tools, part 
time at first,no drama queens. Call Jim @ 
760.914.1019
   

PERSONALS

Sierra Employment Services, Inc.
 is hiring PT & FT for:

Housekeeping Scheduler ML
Hotel Maintenance ML $DOE
Laundry Attendant ML $15-17
FC Bookkeeper Bishop $DOE

Shop Tow Truck Driver ML $16 - 18
Condo Front Desk ML $14-18

Housekeepers ML $15-17
Housemen ML $15 - 16

General Laborers ML/B $15-20
Retail Asst. Mgr ML $14 to 16

Call Us Today
760-924-0523 or 760-873-8599
www.SierraEmployment.com

                   
                 Town of Mammoth Lakes    
                            Open Positions
Temporary Airport Maintenance Worker
$23.76 - $27.50/hr. CDL required.
Temporary Snow Removal Operators
$23.76 - $27.50/hr
For more information and to apply, visit 
www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov, or call 
(760) 965 3604
   

Alpenhof Lodge is accepting applica-
tions for winter employment. We are look-
ing for full and part time team members for 
year round and seasonal positions. Appli-
cants must be able to work weekends and 
holi days. Day and evening front desk shifts, 
housekeeping and maintenance shifts are 
avail able. Please apply in person at 6080 
Minaret Rd, Mammoth
   Hot Creek Aviation located at the Mam-
moth Yosemite Airport is accepting ap-
plications for a full-time Customer Service 
position and part-time seasonal positions. 
We are looking for friendly, service-oriented 
people to join our team. Please apply in per-
son or email your resume to customerser-
vicehca@yahoo.com   or call 760-924-9127
   Part-time legal secretary to cover vaca-
tion for full-time person and work 2-4 days 
a month.  Must be comfortable using a 
computer and be competent at typing.  We 
are happy to train the right person.  
Please email your resume to 
pmcorto@timothysanfordlaw.com.

   Storage garage for rent in Mammoth. (9 ft. 
x 17 ft.) $175/mo. Call 760-937-2879
   Office Space for Rent $600/month, 2nd 
floor location w/views, New floors, Closet, 
Common Bathroom, Parking, 1 Year Lease, 
Commercial use only. Please call Sarah at 
760-934-8372

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Main Street Center

Main Street Center
3325 Main St.,  P.O. Box 7847
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by a limited li-
ability company. The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on August 
1998. This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Mono County on Septem-
ber 23, 2019     
File Number 19-177
2019-0185 (9/28, 10/5, 10/12, 10/19)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

CortAn, LLC

CortAn, LLC
203 Alpine Circle,  P.O. Box 3203
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by a limited li-
ability company. The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on August 1, 
2018. This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Mono County on October 
2, 2019.
File Number 19-191
2019-0191 (10/12, 10/19, 10/26, 11/2)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Cortan Collection

CortAn, LLC
203 Alpine Circle,  P.O. Box 3203
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by a limited li-
ability company. The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on August 1, 
2018. This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Mono County on October 
2, 2019.
File Number 19-191
2019-0192 (10/12, 10/19, 10/26, 11/2)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Bodelevy Botanicals

CortAn, LLC
203 Alpine Circle,  P.O. Box 3203
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by a limited li-
ability company. The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on August 1, 
2018. This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Mono County on October 
2, 2019.
File Number 19-191
2019-0193 (10/12, 10/19, 10/26, 11/2)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Sierra Generators, LLC

Sierra Generators, LLC
P.O. Box 3575, 110 Pinecrest Ave.
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by a limited 
liability company. The registrant has not 
yet begun to transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed herein. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on October 10, 2019    
File Number 19-195
2019-0196 (10/19, 10/26, 11/2, 11/9)

I heard you ... got busted for having sex in 
the library. Literary suggestion: Have you read 
any Nabokov? 

I heard you ... had sex in the library. Was this 
before or after you took out the kama sutra? 

I heard you ... had sex in the library. Please 
note: It’s not the Do-me Decimal System. 

I heard you ... had sex in the library. And I 
wasn’t even on the floor. 
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Notice Inviting Bids

TS #2019-0198

Notice of Sale of Surplus Property

NOTICE INVITING BIDS
SNW 19-4009

The Town of Mammoth Lakes will receive sealed bids for 
the work shown on the plans entitled:

OPERATION OF THE TOWN’S SNOW STORAGE 
In the Town of Mammoth Lakes for The Town of 
Mammoth Lakes, California

Bids will be received at the Office of the Town Clerk of 
the Town of Mammoth Lakes located at:
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite 230,
Mammoth Lakes, California  93546 until 4:00 PM on 
November 5, 2019 at which time they will be publicly 
opened and read.

Proposal forms and Contract Documents for this work 
are included in the specifications. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: The project consists of the 
operation of the Town’s snow storage lot including onsite 
monitoring for access to and from the lot and maintain 
dumping records, moving or blowing dumped snow in 
an orderly manner to provide for ongoing snow dumping 
throughout the winter season, removal and disposal of 
all garbage and trash, incidental repair of fence, gates, 
or signs as necessary, and furnishing all labor, materials, 
tool, equipment, and incidental, except as specified, to 
complete the contract in a satisfactory and workmanlike 
manner as described in the Specifications. The work 
includes full compliance with all applicable laws, rules 
and regulations.  The work shall be completed within the 
time set forth in the Contract.

Plans and specifications may be obtained for a 
NONREFUNDABLE FEE as listed below:
Plans & Specifications 
(incl. bid forms)
Picked up at the Town Offices         $25.00
Shipped UPS, FedEx, or US Mail    $75.00

To order the plans and specifications by telephone 
call Sierra Shultz at (760) 934-3654 or email sshultz@
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov .
Project info is also available on the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes website at https://www.townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov/bids.aspx. When requesting plans and 
specifications, the Contractor should provide all bidder 
information including project name, name, affiliation, 
phone number, address, and email address for the 
Bidder’s List.

As stated below, the pre-bid is not mandatory, however 
a meeting with Town Staff is mandatory prior to the bid 
opening. Contact Sierra Shultz to coordinate the meeting 
by either phone or in person.
A non-mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held at the 
conference room at the Town Offices on October 31 at 
1:00 PM, located at 437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite 230, 
Mammoth Lakes, California.

The contractor shall have a valid Class A or C-12 
Contractor license and a current Business Tax Certificate 
and shall maintain all required licenses throughout 
the duration of the Contract. The Contractor shall 
demonstrate their qualifications by having adequate 
equipment in good working order, experience, and 
ability to perform the required work.  The Town will be 
the sole judge as to the qualifications of each bidder.
Each bid must be accompanied by a certified or cashier’s 
check payable to the order of the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes, or by a bid bond in the sum of no less than 
10% of the total amount of the bid, as a guarantee that 
the bidder will enter into the proposed contract if it 
be awarded him/her.  A payment bond and faithful 
performance bond are not required.  All bonds shall 
be executed by an admitted surety insurer meeting the 
requirements of California Code of Civil Procedure 
Section 995.120.

The Director of Industrial Relations has determined the 
general prevailing rate of per diem wages in the locality 
in which this work is to be performed for each craft or 
type of worker needed to execute the Contract which will 
be awarded to the successful bidder, copies of which are 
on file and will be made available to any interested party 
upon request at Town Hall or online at http://www.dir.
ca.gov/dlsr.  A copy of these rates shall be posted by the 
successful bidder at the job site.  The successful bidder 
and all subcontractor(s) under them, shall comply with 
all applicable Labor Code provisions, which include, 
but are not limited to the payment of no less than the 
required prevailing rates to all workers employed by 
them in the execution of the Contract, the employment 
of apprentices, the hours of labor and the debarment of 
contractors and subcontractors.

Pursuant to Labor Code sections 1725.5 and 1771.1, 
all contractors and subcontractors that wish to bid 
on, be listed in a bid proposal, or enter into a contract 
to perform public work must be registered with the 
Department of Industrial Relations.  No bids will be 
accepted, nor any contract entered into without proof of 
the contractor’s and subcontractors’ current registration 
with the Department of Industrial Relations to perform 
public work.  If awarded a Contract, the Bidder and 
its subcontractors, of any tier, shall maintain active 
registration with the Department of Industrial Relations 
for the duration of the Project.

This Project is subject to compliance monitoring and 
enforcement by the Department of Industrial Relations.  
In bidding on this project, it shall be the Bidder’s 
sole responsibility to evaluate and include the cost of 
complying with all labor compliance requirements 
under this contract and applicable law in its bid.
Pursuant to Public Contract Code section 22300, the 
successful bidder may substitute certain securities for 
funds withheld by the Town to ensure performance 
under the Contract.

The Contract will be awarded to the responsible 
bidder submitting the lowest responsive bid on the 
base bid alone.  The Town reserves the right to waive 
any informality or irregularity in a bid. The Town of 
Mammoth Lakes reserves the right to reject any and/
or all bids, or to utilize any alternative procedures 
authorized by the Public Contract Code Sections 20166 
and 20167. 

                              PUBLIC NOTICES 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN of the availability of the fol-
lowing surplus property, to be sold to the highest bidder 
meeting the minimum bid requirements.  All equipment 
is sold as is, where is, with no warranty or guarantee as to 
its serviceability or fitness for any purpose.

 Item No. Description   
 No Minimum Bid

A004 2004 Ford Expedition 
                           (Not Running)    
A011 1994 Jeep Cherokee (Body Damage)    
A014 1994 Jeep Cherokee (Body Damage)    
A019 1997 Ford Expedition   
    
J002 1999 Ford Expedition
                           (Not Running)    
PD02 1999 Ford Expedition  
    
UV02             2000 John Deere Gator
                           (Not running)   
     
  
Bidder will be responsible for registration and smog 
certification.

Sealed bids must be submitted to the attention of the 
Town Clerk, Town of Mammoth Lakes, P.O. Box 1609, 
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite 230, Mammoth Lakes, CA 
93546 in envelopes marked “Sealed Bid, Surplus Equip-
ment” and must identify the item being bid upon.  Bids 
will be accepted until 3:30 p.m. on Wednesday November 
6,2019, at which time they will be publicly opened and 
read.  Payment must be in cash, money order, or cashiers 
check only and must be received by the Town within two 
(2) working days of notification of successful bid.  Owner-
ship and registration certificates will be issued at time of 
sale.  Purchased items must be removed from the Town 
Corporation Yard within five (5) working days.  Bidders 
are advised that “overnight mail” may take more than one 
day to be delivered to Mammoth Lakes.  For an appoint-
ment to view the equipment at the Town Corporation 
Yard (299 Commerce Drive), call the Town Vehicles and 
Equipment Maintenance Division, (760) 965-3682.

The Town of Mammoth Lakes reserves the right to waive 
irregularities and the right to reject any and all bids.

Dated: October 15, 2019    
Jamie Gray, Town Clerk  

                                                                                      TS #2018-0195

Submission of a bid shall be deemed conclusive 
evidence that the bidder has thoroughly examined the 
plans, specifications and the site of all work and the bid 
takes all costs into account.  Each bid shall remain good 
for a minimum of sixty (60) days after bid opening.
Technical questions should be directed to Sierra Shultz 
at the Office of the Director of Public Works, Town of 
Mammoth Lakes, California, telephone (760) 965-3654.  
Oral clarifications are non-binding and any changes 
shall be issued by written addenda only.
TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, CALIFORNIA
Jamie Gray, TOWN CLERK
DATED:  October 18, 2019
             
                                                                                    TS #2019-0197

Chicken & Beef Teriyaki

Tempura  •  Tonkatsu

Sukiyaki  •  Calamari  •  Sushi

Full Service Cocktail Bar & Lounge

760-872-4801
OPEN AT 5 PM

635 N. Main St. in Bishop

25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

JAPANESE RESTAURANT & SUSHI BAR

Notice of Intent (NOI)   
To Prepare An Environmental Assessment  
And Conduct a Public Scoping Meeting 

The Town of Mammoth Lakes (Town) proposes to implement a Terminal Area Development 
Plan (TADP) to replace the existing passenger terminal and associated facilities at the 
Mammoth Yosemite Airport (Airport).  The TADP (the Project) will occur within Airport 
property boundaries and includes a new passenger terminal building, aircraft parking and de-
icing aprons, automobile parking lots, a twelve-bay Airport Rescue/Firefighting and maintenance 
building, an extension of Airport Road and associated infrastructure.   
 

The proposed TADP will allow the airport to function more efficiently and effectively to meet 
existing and projected demand. Additional terminal capacity is required to accommodate the 
peak travel demands of arriving and departing passengers at acceptable levels of service.  
 

Based on the 2017 aviation forecast and the 2019 aviation forecast addendum, the Airport will 
see incremental increases in commercial passenger enplanements and charter flights from 
destinations throughout the western United States. The greatest demand will be in the winter 
(January through March), when visitors take advantage of the regional winter sports 
recreational opportunities.  
 

The Town anticipates applying for federal grant funding for a portion of the TADP construction 
costs, and that construction has the potential to affect the environment, the Town is preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) on the project for review and approval by the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) to meet the requirements of the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended.   
 

The purpose of this notice is to solicit comments from government agencies and the general 
public regarding the scope of environmental analysis to be included in the EA.  The EA will be 
prepared in accordance with the procedures described in Title 40, Code of Federal Regulations 
Parts 1500-1508; FAA Order 1050.1F, Environmental Impacts: Policies and Procedures; and FAA 
Order 5050.4B, National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Implementing Instructions for Airport 
Actions.   
 

PLEASE SUBMIT PUBLIC SCOPING COMMENTS TO: Kim Cooke, Associate 
Planner, Town of Mammoth Lakes P.O. Box 1609, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 or e-mail: 
kcooke@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.  Telephone 760-965-3638.  Public scoping comments 
will be accepted until 5:00 PM on November 18, 2019 (30 days after notice of scoping).  
 

PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING/OPEN HOUSE: October 24, 2019; From 4 pm to 6:30 
pm, at the Mammoth Lakes Town Council Chambers, Suite Z within the Minaret Village 
Shopping Center, 437 Old Mammoth Road, Mammoth Lakes, California.  
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Before including your name, address, and telephone number, email or other 
personal identifying information in your comment, be advised that your entire comment – 
including your personal identifying information - may be made publicly available at any time.   

TS #2019-0199

Notice of Preparation (NOP)   
Of An Environmental Impact Report  

And Public Scoping Meeting 
The Town of Mammoth Lakes, California (Town) is the Lead Agency for preparation of an 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Town's proposed Terminal Area Development Plan 
Project at the Mammoth Yosemite Airport, 1300 Airport Road, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 
(proposed Project) in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
Written comments are invited from agencies and the public regarding environmental issues 
that should be covered in the EIR, the scope of the environmental analysis and potential 
alternatives to the proposed Project.  
 

The EIR will evaluate potentially significant environmental impacts of the proposed Project on a 
direct, indirect and cumulative basis.  The EIR will identify feasible mitigation measures that 
have the potential to lessen or avoid such impacts and identify any feasible alternatives that may 
lessen one or more potentially significant environmental effects of the project.   
 

The purpose of the Project is to provide adequate passenger terminal facilities for existing and 
projected commercial airline operations.  The Project includes construction of a new terminal 
building, aircraft parking and de-icing aprons and taxiways, maintenance facilities and associated 
infrastructure.   
 

As required by CEQA, the Town as Lead Agency has issued a Notice of Preparation (NOP) to 
inform responsible agencies, trustee agencies and the public of the decision to prepare an EIR 
and to request input as to the scope and content of the EIR. The NOP describes the proposed 
Project and provides an initial indication of its potential environmental effects. The full NOP is 
available for review at the Town Offices, 437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite 230, and the Town’s 
webpage URL: https://www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov/939/2019-Terminal-Area-
Development-Plan-EAEI  
 

Written comments or questions regarding the EIR should be directed to the Town’s 
Community and Economic Development Department at the following address by 5:00 p.m. on 
November 18, 2019.   
 
 

PLEASE SUBMIT PUBLIC SCOPING COMMENTS TO: Kim Cooke, Associate 
Planner, Town of Mammoth Lakes P.O. Box 1609, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 or e-mail: 
kcooke@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.  Telephone 760-965-3638.  Public scoping comments 
will be accepted until 5:00 PM on November 18, 2019 (30 days after notice of scoping).  
 

PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING/OPEN HOUSE: October 24, 2019; From 4 pm to 6:00 
pm, at the Mammoth Lakes Town Council Chambers, Suite Z within the Minaret Village 
Shopping Center, 437 Old Mammoth Road, Mammoth Lakes, California.  
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Before including your name, address, and telephone number, email or other 
personal identifying information in your comment, be advised that your entire comment – 
including your personal identifying information - may be made publicly available at any time.  

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Highland Property Management & Con-
sulting Services

Elizabeth Rodriguez
803 Canyon Blvd.,  P.O. Box 3596
Mammoth Lakes, Ca, 93546

This business is conducted by a individual. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on, September 23,2019.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on September 23, 
2019. File Number 19-178
2019-0200 (10/19, 10/26, 11/2, 11/9)



By Hite

“Amerigas is screwing people over,” 
said  Mammoth Community Water 
District Board member Robert 

Creasy at MCWD’s long-range plan-
ning committee meeting on Wednesday 
morning.

The screwing has been so long and 
continuous as to prompt the commit-
tee to discuss the possibility of “adding 
propane gas to the district’s scope of 
services.”

The discussion highlighted an inter-
esting solution to an accidental mnopo-
ly whose popularity within the commu-
nity rivals that of Suddenlink.

AmeriGas has consistently been un-
der scrutiny from The Sheet and citizens 
of Mono County for sketchy pricing as 
well as seemingly random price hikes.

Board member Robert Creasy brought 
up a personal anecdote that high-
lights their visible criminality, “I called 
Amerigas to get a price on propane and 
they quoted me at 3.75 (a gallon) and I 
said how come the price is 150% of the 
national price (2.41 a gallon in March), 
they said give us a moment and when 
they returned they offered me 3.30 (a 
gallon) and my only question was, how 
come you didn’t offer that to me im-
mediately?”

The Sheet published a story in 2016 
which read, “A Sheet investigation into 
AmeriGas pricing for Mammoth com-
mercial customers has shown that the 
price for propane varies wildly and can 
change without notice. Just ask Dan 

WILL MCWD GET INTO THE PROPANE BIZ? 
AmeriGas tempts MCWD to take drastic measure to protect local citizens
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O’Connell of Mammoth Rock ‘n Bowl. 
From January 2015 to January 2016, 
AmeriGas more than doubled his pro-
pane rate, from approx. $1.56/gallon to 
$3.65/gallon.”

AmeriGas has also been in and out 
of court with Snowcreek homeowners 
regarding the enforcement of a 1987 
contract which locked in propane pric-
ing.

AmeriGas had refused to uphold a 
longstanding 1987 agreement between 
the Snowcreek Homeowners Associa-
tion and Turner Propane (whose parent 
company was acquired by Amerigas in 
2012).

From John Stavlo this week: “Since 
three of us homeowners won small 
claims cases against AmeriGas for 
violating the 1987 Dempsey/Turner 
contract, AmeriGas chose not to appeal 
the decision. 

Since AmeriGas chose not to appeal, 
our judgements are final and AmeriGas 
has stopped charging the meter fee and 
is charging a propane rate consistent 
with the contract.  

The heads up. Eight homeowners are 
now scheduled in small claims court on 
Dec. 11 to make the same case against 
AmeriGas that we made. The judge 
agreed to set up this time to hear all 8 
cases at the same time.”

Since 2008, Amerigas has had a 
franchise agreement with the town to 
operate the undergrond gas distribution 
pipeline system. 

Press Release

While the system was designed to be 
‘open access,’ the surcharge imposed 
upon potential competitors has ef-
fectively choked off any competition, 
allowing AmeriGas to set rates however 
it chooses.  Customers who don’t have 
an option to install propane tanks are 
beholden to the company. 

“We are a public agency and we have 
a purpose to serve the public,” said 
Creasy, who faced pushback to his de-
sire to explore the option.

“Our mission statement says noth-
ing about propane, only water, and I 
don’t think we should sacrifice what we 
do well when taking this on,” said one 
district employee

To which board member Dennis 
Domaille responded, “We are uniquely 
qualified in terms of expertise and 
equipment to take on propane, but I am 
not sure the water district is the one to 
do it even if we could do a good job.”

Creasy then suggested MCWD hire a 
consultant to determine feasibility and 
what it would look like to scale a pro-
pane operation. Board members agreed 
but explained that action right now 
would be in haste as the town was told 
by a grand jury to audit the franchise 
agreement with Amerigas. 

Wait for the audit first seemed to be 
the consensus.

REMAINS DISCOVERED 
On October 7, 2019, two hikers discov-

ered human remains near the far side of 
the “Williamson Bowl” above the sixth 
lake.

The Inyo County Sheriff’s Office was 
contacted; due to the remote location 
and difficult terrain aerial support was 
required in order to transport a Sheriff’s 
Office Investigator. Several attempts 
were made, but high winds hampered 
recovery operations.

On October 16, CHP Inland Division 
Air Operations was able to insert a Sher-
iff’s Investigator, and the remains were 
successfully transported to the Lone 
Pine Airport where custody was trans-

ferred to the Inyo County Coroner. 
The Inyo County Sheriff’s Office does 

not have any missing persons reports 
connected to this location, and based 
on the condition of the remains, it is 
believed that the body may have been in 
this area for quite some time - perhaps 
decades. The case will be handled as an 
open investigation; no foul play is sus-
pected. Identification is pending DNA 
confirmation.

If anyone has information connected 
to a missing individual in the Mt. Wil-
liamson area you are encouraged to call 
the Inyo County Sheriff’s Office at 760-
878-0383/option 4. 

Happy Hour: 3-5pm - Half Off AA Drinks

Monday: $2 BBrs During Monday Night FootbaA

Tuesday: $2 Tacos & $6 Agave Cocktails

Wednesday: Buy a Bottle, Get a Cocktail

Thursday: Half Off Growler & Crowler FiAs

Sunday: Country Funday - Food and Drink Specials

Summer Specials: Taco Tuesdays $2 Tacos // New Cocktail & Food Menu Available Now
MADE IN MAMMOTH LAKES, CA

 Free Spirit Tasting  2-3 & Happy Hour 3-5 Sunday - Thursday // Open 11am - 11pm Every Day
100 Canyon Blvd In The Village At Mammoth // SHELTERDISTILLING.COM

shelter distilling
Small Batch Craft Distillery, Brewery & Kitchen
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current e-cigarette usage, usage rates 
that land above the state average. 

Boo then dove into his PowerPoint 
presentation on flavored tobacco prod-
ucts, with one slide featuring a quote 
from an RJ Reynolds internal commu-
nication that read “Realistically, if our 
company is to survive and prosper over 
the long term, we must get our share of 
the youth market.”

The next slide explained that com-
panies, like RJ Reynolds, work to create 
products and marketing that appeal 
to youth, namely flavored tobacco. 
“Flavors frankly make tobacco more 
appealing to kids,” said Boo.

Another slide explained the over-
whelming majority of flavored tobacco 
users are children and youth/young 
adults, pointing to research that found 
80% of youth who have used tobacco 
started with flavored products and 80% 
of current adolescent users do so with 
flavored products. “It’s a well-known 
fact that teenagers like sweet prod-
ucts,” reads another tobacco company 
communication in the presentation, 
“Honey might be considered.”

“The data is clear,” said Boo, “It’s 
about children and youth.”

Some products, such as flavored 
cigars, are viewed as a gateway to can-
nabis for young smokers. Boo noted 
that usage of cannabis wrapped in a 
flavored cigar wrap, a ‘blunt,’ is “quite 
popular down in Bishop, apparently.”

This ban, at present, only affects 
unincorporated Mono County, not the 
Town of Mammoth Lakes, although 

town officials are working to draft an 
ordinance that would bring Mammoth 
Lakes in line with the rest of the county. 

The item is expected to be consid-
ered by Mammoth’s Town Council on 
November 6. 

Supervisor Peters was the only mem-
ber of the board to advocate against the 
“sunset” of flavored tobacco sales.

“The position of the retailers in my 
district has not changed,” said Peters 
(see letter which appears at the end of 
this story). “They do not sell to children, 
they do not sell illegally any of the 
products in their stores.” Peters ex-
plained that retailer concerns in Sistrict 
4 stem from a worry that banning these 
products could impact the “economic 
engine that drives their stores overall.”

Peters also explained that north 
county retailers feel targeted by such 
a ban and feel that there was a lack of 
outreach from the health department 
on the subject, something Supervisor 
Jennifer Kreitz noted was “unfortu-
nate.” Yet, she said, “I don’t think that’s 
a sufficient excuse … to extend this 
policy for another period of time.”

Supervisor Fred Stump noted that 
he’d heard similar complaints about 
lack of messaging in District 2. “We’re 
being asked to make a choice: the 
choice is health of children versus a 
seventy year-old person who likes to 
fish who may want to smoke a little 
cigar while they do so ... We’re being 
asked to make that choice and to deny 
that on the basis of protecting chil-
dren.” 

Stump also expressed an interest in 
including flavored cannabis products 
within the scope of the ban, some-
thing Peters referenced as well. “We’re 
maybe not being consistent with what’s 
legal, what’s not legal.,” said Peters. 

The board 4-1 to allow the ban to go 
into effect, with Peters representing the 
singular dissenting vote.

Peters posited that by putting the ban 
into effect, “Mono County is willing to 
establish a double standard” on the 
matter by allowing Mammoth Lakes to 
continue sale of flavored tobacco until/
if Mammoth’s Town Council votes to 
enact a similar ban.

When Supervisor Corless explained 
that Mammoth is moving forward 
with banning tobacco products, Peters 
concluded by saying “I don’t know how 
often you guys have been in the retail 
stores up in the North part of the coun-
ty when you travel that way, but stop 
in and let them know that because it 
would be nice if there wasn’t a double 
standard, but there clearly is.”

The following letter was submitted to 
Mono County Supervisors prior to their 
October 15 meeting: 

Dear Supervisors:

I am writing to you today regard-
ing the sunset of Mono County code 
7.92.070 subsection E which you will 
revisit at your October 15, 2019 meet-
ing. 

I would urge you to continue sub-

section E in this code without a future 
sunset date. My business had previ-
ously agreed to all the other restrictions 
the Board had placed on tobacco sales 
and usage. This business has never sold 
vaping tobacco or any other flavored 
products other than menthol cigarettes 
and little cigars.

Our area of Mono County has, for all 
intents and purposes, one tourist sea-
son, that being the summer fishing sea-
son. Furthermore, we are only 15 miles 
from the state line where our tourists 
can purchase menthol and falored 
little cigars. If they cannot obtain the 
products they desire, they have only to 
take their business up the road and out 
of Mono County. This includes other 
products they would have purchased in 
our area. This is not good for our local 
OR Mono County’s economy. 

We could debate the negative 
impacts of smoking in general ad 
nauseam, howevert it is a legal activ-
ity for individuals over 21 years of age. 
I would restate my position of a year 
ago, that smoking is no different than 
alcohol, marijuana, certain food groups 
or some physical activities that all have 
inherent risks. But smoking is a matter 
of choice, as are other legal activities.

Deborah Bush 
Walker General Store



A NEW
HOME 
FOR 
FAMILY
FUN

ONLY ONE WINTER 2019 MOVE-IN READY RESIDENCE REMAINING 
Luxury Mountain Retreats with Alpine Golf Course and Athletic Club at Mammoth Mountain.

3-4 BEDROOMS UP TO 2,742 SQ. FT. • SALES 877-766-9275 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM

All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalDRE #01812140.
2019. All rights reserved.

ANOTHER LUXURY DEVELOPMENT BY THE CHADMAR GROUP
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