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Chop, at Adventure Sports Outfitter in Sierra Center Mall is one of 
a number of business people trying to figure out their futures once 
their leases expire on May 31. See page 7 for more. 

SCARE-PORT BLUES
WWII vet recalls improbable rescue following sinking of S.S. Henry Bacon
By Lunch

There’s a reason why the 
name stuck. 

In 1998, newsman 
Tom Brokaw published a book 
called “The Greatest Genera-
tion” to describe Americans 
who came of age during the 
Great Depression and World 
War II. 

The inevitable march of time 
has thinned the ranks of that 
generation, and it seems as if 
the noise of modern life tends 
to erase history - or at the very 
least obscure it. 

But on Sunday afternoon in 
Bridgeport, a member of the 
Greatest Generation made a 

curtain call. 
The place: The Burbine (pro-

nounced Burr-byne) residence 
in Bridgeport.

The occasion: A commemo-
ration of the 75th anniversary 
of the sinking of the S.S. Henry 
Bacon, the last ship sunk by 
the German Luftwaffe in World 
War II. 

Dick Burbine, 94, is one 
of two remaining survivors 
from that day - a day where 22 
Americans lost their lives. 

When you meet Dick Bur-
bine, the first thing that crosses 
your mind is, “This isn’t Dick 

Burbine.” 
Because there’s nothing 

about him that seems 94. He 
doesn’t look 94. He doesn’t 
move like 94. He’s in incred-
ible shape. As his doc, James 
Witmer, at the V.A. hospital in 
Gardnerville joked after putting 
him through his last physical, 
“Get out of my office. You em-
barrass me.” 

When you walk in the house 
and he offers you a drink, the 
drinks he prefers tend to come 
in 1.5 oz. servings. And then he 
leaves the bottle on the table. 
And you’re always welcome to 
stay the night if you pour your-
self one too many. 

He hands me a bottle. 
Pusser’s Royal Navy Rum. “This 
is the reason I’m alive,” he says. 

And as I was soon to discover, 
he wasn’t kidding. 

The S.S. Henry Bacon was a 
Merchant Marine ship. Bur-
bine, who was born in 1926 in 
Melrose, Massachusetts, had 
applied to join the U.S. Marines 
at the age of 16 (he made his 

What does moving air service to Bishop mean for Mammoth? 

Mammoth-Yosemite 
Airport’s commercial 
service is scheduled 

to be shifted to the Bishop Air-
port by late October.
    This would mean a daily, 
year-round flight from Los An-
geles and two additional daily 
flights from Denver and San 
Francisco during the Winter 
months (December 15 - April 
15).
    The Sheet asked Mammoth-
based business-owners, lodge-
owners, and shuttle companies 
what they thought of this move 
and the overall sentiment 
seemed to be a desire for more 
details and a coordinated plan 
from the people in charge of 
Bishop Airport.
    That is not to say people dis-
agreed with the move, rather, 
the community in Mammoth 
Lakes and the greater Eastern 
Sierra just wants reliable air 
service.
    To properly understand 
where people are coming from, 
some background is neces-
sary. The Town of Mammoth 
Lakes has owned and oper-
ated the Mammoth-Yosemite 
Airport since 1992 and before 
that, in the ‘80s and ‘90s, the 
airport had regularly scheduled 
commercial air service to the 
area. In the late ‘90s into the 
early 2000s the Town decided 
to bring a similar air service 
back to the airport. The en-
vironmental assessment and 
CEQA compliance aspect of 
the project took about 10 years 
to complete and Mammoth 
Airport opened for commercial 
service in 2010. 
    Since then the Airport has 
gone through many trials and 
tribulations and never gained 
footing towards the goal of 
decreasing its reliance on offer-
ing cash subsidies to airlines to 
support commercial air service.

    The original goal was to 
offer consistent commercial 
flights leading to expansion 
into untapped markets such as 
Chicago, San Diego, Dallas, and 
Las Vegas. The Chicago and 
Dallas flights never panned 
out. The San Diego flight came 
and went before people even 
knew it was a reality and the 
Las Vegas flight was offered for 
one season before Mammoth 
Lakes Tourism and the Town 
decided it wasn’t attracting 
enough visitors.
    Missteps, bad marketing, 
and no real vision led to the 
Mammoth Airport peaking in 
enplanements in 2013 with 
31,000 and by 2019 enplane-
ment numbers were similar 
to when the airport opened in 
2010 - approximately 20,000.

Mammoth Sentiment

    Ten years of less-than-stellar 
passenger numbers leaves no 
trace of confidence for people 
who follow the airport closely. 
Michael Raimondo, Mam-
moth’s former mayor who has 
served on the town’s airport 
advisory committe as well as 
the Mammoth Lakes Tourism 
board, told The Sheet, “We did 
a terrible job of filling seats and 
a terrible job at marketing (the 
commercial flights) ... With no 
plan, Bishop is going to end up 
with exactly what we have right 
now.”
    Raimondo was not against 
the move to Bishop but was 
scared it would be the same ol’ 
schtick as it was in Mammoth, 
“If you’re going to do the same 
thing and expect something 
different to happen then that is 
the definition of insanity.”
    Matthew Lehman, another 
former Mayor who owns his 
own real estate brokerage firm 
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1995 IS CALLING ... 
I attended a Bishop City Council special meeting on Wednesday morn-

ing. “Strategic” planning - my favorite!
The new Bishop City Manager was there. His name is Ron Phillips. His 

previous stop before Bishop was Heber City, Utah. The internet says he’s 
74 years old. 

And you know what confirmed he’s 74 years old? When he broke out the 
sticky dots! I couldn’t help but think to myself. “Hey Bishop. 1995 is call-
ing. It wants its Town Manager back!” 

But I kept that to myself. Until now. 
For those unfamiliar with the infamous sticky dot exercise, this is how 

it works. Each Councilmember is handed a few sheets of wax paper with 
colored dots on them. On the walls there are a bunch of policy questions/
wants/directives. Councilmembers use their allotted dots to express their 
preferences. 

And anyone invested in 3M stock is a big winner - or at least was, until 
this week. 

*Before I go any further, I do wish to give Mr. Phillips credit in this 
crucial respect. He was confident enough to facilitate the meeting on his 
own. No third party consultant like Mammoth always leans on. Probably 
saved a few grand right there. 

Housing received far and away the most sticky dots. 
The top “project” priority is creating new facilities for police/fire/city. 

Hopefully in that order. 
The topic that elicited the most animated discussion was the idea of 

taxing vacant property. As Councilman Stephen Muchovej pointed out, 
Vons leases the former, smaller office space behind Taco Bell for $25,000/
month for competitive purpose - merely so someone else doesn’t move in 
and compete. 

Muchovej says he wouldn’t view taxing vacancy as a source of income 
for the city so much as a potential incentive for the property owner to fill 
space versus let it sit. 

But this is where it gets sticky (ha!). What’s the real fair market value of 
commercial properry in Bishop? Should the city have the right to compel 
and/or punish private property owners for financial decisions which may 
be far more complex than a or b, occupied or not occupied. And honestly, 

how many government employees would it take to undertake such a 
program? 

And as Karen Schwartz said, “It’s not the easiest thing to run a small 
business in Bishop. There are going to be vacancies.” 

But the best part of the meeting - people got fired up about a whole 
bunch of stuff and then afterwards, there was almost this cautious, ner-
vous energy in the room as if to say, “Did anyone get offended? Are we 
allowed to debate like this?” And the point is, damn, I sure hope so. Mam-
moth hasn’t had a decent public forum like that in a decade. And I loved 
Muchovej saying at one point something to the effect of, “ I don’t know 
what will happen or what the consequences might be of trying this” but 
maybe it’s worth a shot. 

A public official admitting he’s spitballing ideas and may not have certi-
tude? Extraordinary. 

Rusty on Copeland

While we don’t have an official obituary for Jack Copeland this week, 
the outpouring of affection for him has certainly been extraordinary.

The Sheet spoke to Alterra Resorts CEO Rusty Gregory, who worked 
with Coperland for many years at Mammoth Mountain. The following is 
paraphrased.

From Rusty: I met Jack when he was a supervisor. I was a part-time ski 
instructor. What struck me was his warmth, friendliness, and most impor-
tant, inclusiveness. There were always dividing lines between the old and 
new guard. He didn’t hold your “newness” against you. 

More than any other person, he was the most inspiring and motiva-
tional friend I had, particularly during the tougher times. He’d remind me 
I had some redeeming qualities - would see things I didn’t necessarily see 
in himself and would express it to me. And he would literally do so out of 
the blue. He was with me all the time. And the encouragement was always 
there. Not just during the peaks and valleys, but always.

Another thing … during management retreats, sometimes we might get 
a little crazy. And he’d participate to a degree, but then, at a certain point, 
he’d make sure we all got home okay. 

He wasn’t just popular. He was deeply well-liked, and touched people 
on a meaningful level. 

Den of thieves

And finally, I can’t resist one observation about the nation’s Chief 
Executive. We have reached the point where you can pardon convicted 
white collar criminals like Blagojevich, DeBartolo and Milken with hardly 
a whimper. I never imagined the republic, rule of law, the office of the 
presidency … that it could all erode so quickly. And no matter who fol-
lows after Trump, precedent has been set. Doesn’t matter which political 
party.

Trump is the first president we’ve had in my lifetime where it’s unclear 
as to whether he’ll vacate office voluntarily if he loses/when his term limit 
expires. 

Winemaker
   Dinner

Ca�  for Reservations

Join us for a special winemaker 
dinner expertly paired with 

luxury wines from DAOU 
Vineyards of the Central Coast.

760.934.0460

Thursday, February 27
Seating at 5PM

4-Courses + 4 Expert Wine Pairings
$100 Per Person (TAX & GRATUITY INCLUDED)



WINTER SALE
P3 FREERIDE SHOP

UP TO 40% OFF
SKI AND SNOWBOARD GEAR

(760) 934-9500  Ӏ  p3mammoth.com  Ӏ  3325 Main Street, between Schat’s Bakery and Elixir Superfood & Juice

MAMMOTH’S ONLY 

Freeride Ski &  

Snowboard Shop
DEMO Before You Buy!
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My Mentor:
A Tribute to Jack Copeland

To say I was saddened by Jack’s 
untimely passing last week would be 
to repeat a hackneyed cliché. Yes, I was 
saddened, but I was also thankful. I was 
thankful for the hour I spent skiing with 
him 2 weeks ago, and for the heartfelt 
conversation we had during the New 
Year’s Eve celebration we both attended. 
And most of all I am thankful for the 
difference he made in my life over the 35 
years I knew him. 

When I started work as a ski instruc-
tor at Mammoth Mountain in 1984, I 
had 5 years of experience and a Level 2 
(Associate, in those days) certification 
from PSIA (Professional Ski Instructors 
of America). I was quite full of myself 
and thought I was a pretty hot skier. Over 
time I realized that I had only started to 
learn to be an effective instructor, and 
that many aspects of ski technique were 
still mysteries to me. Jack was instru-
mental in leading me to these realiza-
tions, and showing me the way forward.

He was a trainer and supervisor at the 
Canyon Lodge ski school (Warming Hut 
II, in those days). The group of trainees, 
to which I belonged, spent between 1 
and 3 hours each day in clinics with 
Jack, and sometimes others. Jack had 
a spreadsheet with each of our names 
in the vertical rows, and training topics 
heading the columns along the top, to 
ensure nothing would be missed by any-
one. He made it his mission to ensure 
that each of us passed the Level 3 exam 
later that season. We skied the steep 
and gnarly, we did demos, we explored 
progressions, we did hop turns, leapers, 
railroad tracks, javelin turns, extension 
retraction, you name it, we did it. He 
would invite us over to his house for 
technical clinics in the evening.

 Jack was fond of repeating pithy bits 
of advice, for example, regarding ter-
rain selection: “Take them where what 
they can do works,” or his advice for 
performing well in an exam,” The more 
structured the preparation, the more 
spontaneous the presentation.” He never 
claimed originality in any of this, always 
modestly giving credit to his mentors 
Andy Gillespie and Jim Northrup, saying 
he was just passing on to us what they 
had given him. 

For some of us, he was more than a 
trainer however. Educator or mentor 
would be closer to the mark. He was 
someone we wanted to emulate. He 
inspired us to aim higher, to be better. 
His whole persona was inspiring. He 
exuded an easygoing confidence and 
good humor. His public speaking was 
never tedious and always seemed to 
flow effortlessly. Most important, I think 
he understood the role he played in 
influencing people, and thereby shap-
ing the world in which he moved. It was 
always a benign influence; he genuinely 
cared about people and wanted them to 
be successful. One evening at the apres 
ski bar, as he was leaving, he touched my 
shoulder and said very kindly, ”Don’t 
drink too much.” Coming from someone 
else, I might have felt insulted, but from 
Jack, I accepted his words of wisdom 
gratefully.

I’m sure I will always be thankful for 
having known Jack. And in the most 

perfect world I can imagine, I might just 
be able to inspire someone the way he 
inspired me.

Postscript
I just have to share the last pithy bit 

of advice on being a good ski instruc-
tor, which Jack imparted to me during 
our ski outing two weeks ago. We were 
talking about how to train Marines to 
ski, and he told me of a conversation 
he had with one of the Sergeants. The 
Sergeant was telling Jack that unlike the 
skiing public, Marines don’t need to be 
coddled and don’t need to have their 
egos boosted with flattery. Jack’s reply 
was as usual spot on. He said, “You mis-
understand what I do. I don’t hand out 
gratuitous compliments, but if someone 
does something well, I want them to 
know it.” 

He will be missed!

Urmas Franosch
Mammoth Lakes 

Beaten down by SCE

Dear Editor,

Let me start off by thanking The 
Sheet for having someone reporting 
on what’s going on at public meet-
ings in Mono County. I just wanted to 
clarify what I said regarding the issue of 
SCE power outages. First of all, I have 
only filed one claim to SCE for the loss 
of my well pump occurring from the 
power outage of September 16-17, 2019. 
When they turned the power back on, it 
destroyed my well pump. I had to have 
a new pump installed which cost me 
over $3,000. I filed a claim which SCE 
denied. My neighbor also lost her pump 
at the same time. 

Two other times last year I had dam-
age done when SCE brought the power 
back up. The first time was in the Spring 
when several of my surge protectors 
blew out when the power was restored, 
costing me several hundred dollars to 
replace. The second time was prior to 
Labor Day weekend where the Start Ca-
pacitor in the pump control box burnt 
out when the power came back on. I 
didn’t file claims for either of those.

It is my belief SCE routinely denies 
these claims in the hopes customers 
will just give up and not take any further 
action. My comment to the SCE repre-
sentatives was that I’m not going give 
up. I have the paperwork to file a Small 
Claims action if I have to.

Jeff Gordon 
Benton

Jack Copeland





AIRPORT
continued from page 1

Press Release

port took 15 years, Anniston (Alabama) 
Regional Airport took over 11 years, Rog-
ers Executive Airport (Benton County, 
Arkansas) took over 10 years, and Las 
Cruces Airport took over 17 years. 

Time was not Truax’s only concern, 
“The second part of this is why would 
people fly into Bishop? If you’re in LA 
and want to go to Mammoth, the amount 
of time it would take you to drive is 
almost the same as going to LAX, flying 
to Bishop, and getting shuttled to Mam-
moth.”

*Obviously, as a comnnector from 
points outside Southern California, the 
flight would continue to make sense. 

The year-round LA flight has been 
the closest thing to success for the 
Mammoth-Yosemite Airport. When the 
Bishop Airport opens in October, the LA 
flight will be the only commercial flight 
until December 15. What if Los Angeles 
natives opt for driving to Mammoth… 
Can Bishop draw enough of a crowd for 
this flight to be successful?

Shuttle Drivers Weigh In

The aforementioned shuttling from 
Bishop to Mammoth is brought up a lot 
when people are asking questions of the 
airport. 

Robert Brence, owner/operator of 
Sierra Shuttle Services, told The Sheet, 
“It doesn’t seem like people have taken 
into account how people are going to get 
here.” Brence added, “Is ESTA (Eastern 
Sierra Transit Authority) going to shuttle 
people up here? Will there be a subsidy 
available to get people to Mammoth? 
It could be a good thing because the 
planes are supposed to be bigger and 
they could bring more people, but it will 
affect me regardless and I could lose 
some of my winter income.” 

Brence estimated 60-70% of his winter 
business involves shuttles to and from 
the Mammoth Airport. “I service the 
United flights almost every day,” said 
Brence.

“It seems like the people putting it 
together really have no plans as of right 
now,” said Brence, “and what happens 
if the road closes and I can’t get there or 
other drivers can’t get there.”

This is a valid concern as Highway 395 
does close frequently during years with 
heavier snowfall. 

Owner of MAWS transportation, 
Lucas Ropke, told the Sheet that he has 
offered solutions to MLT and Mammoth 
Mountain about how this transporta-
tion system could look. MAWS markets 
itself towards higher-paying clientele so 
he wasn’t worried about the day-to- day 
operations but as of now Ropke told the 
Sheet he hasn’t seen anything concrete 
in terms of shuttling.

This could likely be a market solution 
that Quilter is not worried about or is 
looking into but as of right now it is up in 
the air.

Why move the Airport to Bishop?

The main answer is having a reliable 
air service in the Eastern Sierra. Mam-
moth-Yosemite Airport is often associ-
ated with planes not landing and or high 
speed cross winds. Raimondo disputed 
this point, “There are flights diverted 

see AIRPORT, page 23
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also cited failed marketing, half-ass and 
non-committal route expansion efforts, 
and subsidy paid year after year with 
never a decrease.

Lehman also wanted to see a plan.  “So 
we will have a bunch of people in Bishop 
who need rides to Mammoth. Will a 
subsidy be needed to pay for that? What 
is the cost of the subsidy going to be (for 
everything)? I don’t think Mammoth’s 
tax dollars should be used for that.”

The Sheet asked both these questions 
to Clint Quilter, Inyo County Adminis-
trative Officer, and he said the shuttling 
options were being analyzed as part of 
the environmental assessment. In addi-
tion, The County is in talks with different 
agencies on who exactly wilol subsidize 
what. 

The Sheet contacted Tawni Thomson, 
Director of the Bishop Chamber of Com-
merce, about Bishop businesses possibly 
coughing up money for the subsidies 
and she responded, “There has not been 
any official discussion of funds being 
used. I do think people are aware that at 
some point there might need to be some 
funds dedicated.” Thompson said it likely 
wouldn’t be coming from Bishop’s TBID 
as it generates less than $500,000 a year. 

*Mammoth’s generates 20 times 
$500,000.

“The general feeling that I’m getting 
is people here believe tourists will have 
no problem flying into Bishop and then 
going to Mammoth,” said Thomson as 
she referenced people flying into Reno in 
order to go to Tahoe (45-60 minute drive 

from Reno to Tahoe). 
But it isn’t just the subsidies people 

are worried about. Brent Truax, Manag-
ing Director at Sierra Nevada Resort, 
voiced his opinion at a public scop-
ing meeting earlier this month and in 
a recent conversation with the Sheet 
Truax clarified further, “Things take time, 
especially when you are dealing with 
the FAA. NEPA/ CEQA [environmental 
study] takes time and if anything gets ap-
pealed you have to go through an appeal 
process that takes more time.”

Truax gave The Sheet multiple docu-
ments related to the Mammoth Airport. 
One of them had a timeline of how long 
it took certain Airports to receive com-
mercial air service. Mammoth-Yosemite 
took ten years, Stillwater Regional Air-

WALK & RUN
THIRD ANNUAL BLUE RIBBON

In Support of the Eastern Sierra Cancer Alliance

THIRD ANNUAL BLUE RIBBO

Lending their talent, time, and/or treasure to this cause are:

SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 2020
BROWN’S TOWN CAMPGROUND | BISHOP, CALIFORNIABROWN’S TOWN CAMPGROUND | BISHOP, CALIFORNIA

Start Times
WALK-RUN START TIME: 9 AM

Pre-event Continental breakfast
Aid Stations with water and First Aid

Registration Fees
EARLY: $30 Adults, $10 Kids 12 & under
DAY OF: $35 Adults, $15 Kids 12 & under

All registrations include drawstring sportpack

Advance Registration
Wednesday, Feb. 26 & March 4, 11 AM to 1 PM

Northern Inyo Healthcare District
Administration Breezeway

BROWN’S TOWN CAMPGROUNDBROWN’S TOWN CAMPGROUND

Day of Registration
SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 8-9 AM
Brown’s Town Campground at wagon display
Corner of US 395 and Schober Lane, Bishop

Drawing with great community prizes
Array of prizes from supportive local businesses.
Be sure to patronize these giving neighbors!
Tickets: $1 a piece, six for $5, 25 for $20

Questions?
Please contact:

Rosie at (760) 873-2023

Walk-Run Choice of 3K, 5K & 10K About Eastern Sierra Cancer Alliance

Eastern Sierra Cancer Alliance (ESCA) is a 
non-pro�t, all volunteer charitable organi-
zation in Bishop, California that  supports 
community members su�ering from 
cancer.  Donations are given to patients for 
monetary assistance with medical expens-
es, prescriptions, travel, etc. 

In the last year, ESCA has been able to give 
more than $50,000 in direct aid to cancer 
patients in both Inyo and Mono counties.

www.ESCancerAlliance.org

BROWN’S
SUPPLY INC.

NORTHERN INYO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
One Team. One Goal. Your Health

Eastern Sierra
Cancer Alliance

Eastern Sierra

MARCH IS

COLORECTAL 

CANCER

AWARENESS 

MONTH



THE SHEET   I   Saturday, February 29, 2020            www.thesheetnews.com                    I   7

EVICTED!!!
Sierra Center Mall businesses face uncertain future
By Page

Mono County announced 
on Monday that they’d ex-
tended their lease on space 

within the Sierra Center Mall, push-
ing back the presumed move out date 
of March 30 to May 31. The extended 
lease is the result of delays with the 
county’s civic center project. These 
delays have pushed back the project-
ed timeline, with June 1, 2020, as the 
new target date for full occupancy and 
services at the new building. 

After breaking ground in April 2019, 
the original completion date for the 
project was February 2020. Various 
delays caused county officials to re-
adjust their timelines throughout the 
process. 

In terms of the offices in Sierra 
Center Mall, the county had previ-
ously been preparing to move out by 
March 31 and disperse employees 
and services to other available spaces 
in Bridgeport and Mammoth Lakes. 
Despite those plans, officials still 
remained in contact with the Sierra 
Center Mall landlords about the pos-
sibility of extending the lease again 
and the landlords ultimately agreed to 
do so.

The previous March 31 move-out 
date at the mall was in accordance 
with the owners’ plans to begin de-
veloping the property into a 164 room 
luxury hotel. 

Mono County’s new lease features a 
rent increase of $15,000/month for the 
two extra months as well as a “liqui-
dated damage clause” that saddles 
the county with an additional $19,000 
for each day they stay past May 31. 
Officials are confident that this clause 
will not be invoked. 

The county’s offices occupy much 
of the third floor of the building, while 
the first and second floors are home 
to a number of other businesses rang-
ing from restaurants like Delicious 
Kitchen, Samurai, and La Botega to 
Kung Fu San Soo, Adventure Sports 
Outpost, and coworking office space 
The Fort. 

While the county is guaranteed a 
new home at the new Civic Center 
and The Fort appears to have been 
incorporated into the hotel’s plans, 
the Mall’s other businesses are not. 
Many have received lease extensions 
to match the county’s, extending their 
residencies through May 31 but the 
uncertainty that comes with moving 
out remains an issue. 

At Delicious Kitchen, Tracy Taylor 
told the Sheet that the owners were 
still looking around for new property 
and even considering shifting the 
business down to Bishop. 

“There’s not a lot of viable locations 
for restaurants,” Taylor explained, out-
lining the specific needs restaurants 
have such as the availability of a hood 
system and right utility hookups. Ac-
cording to Taylor, an added difficult y 
of finding a new home for a restaurant 

LOCAL NEWS

No Reservations 
“Just come on in!”

*Saturday 4:00-5:30*

Closed Sundays

*Mon-Fri 4:00-6:00*

DINING ROOM

HAPPY HOUR

opens at 5:30

is proximity to existing eateries, which 
further reduces the already small pool 
of options. 

The Sheet asked whether or not 
“[the situation] is a bit fraught?”

Taylor responded,“Definitely.”
“I don’t know what they’re gonna 

do, I don’t know what I’m going to do,” 
Taylor said.

La Botega owner Marybel Castillo 
echoed much of what Taylor had said 
while noting that her restaurant plan 
did not include the need for extended 
utilities beyond water. “It’s been hard 
for me,” Castillo said, detailing her 
trials in finding a suitable space for an 
affordable price. 

She noted that a lot of spaces were 
too large for her current restaurant ca-
pacity, with rent prices beyond what 
she could accommodate. “I just need 
the water, otherwise I’m going to have 
to leave town,” Castillo said, adding 
after a pause, “I’ve been here forever.”

The Sheet ran into Bluebird Imaging 
co-owner Aaron Horowitz as he was 
closing up shop. Horowitz explained 
that Bluebird had been in the mall for 
seven years, operating with a month-
to-month lease. 

Like Taylor and Castillo, he spoke of 
an interest to stay in business else-
where but hadn’t yet found the proper 
location. He said that he found out 
about the upcoming lease termina-
tion by reading about the hotel project 
online. 

“We knew something was gonna 
happen,” Horowitz said, “We just 
didn’t know when.”

At Adventure Sports Outpost (ASO), 
manager [Pork] Chop noted that with 
a relocation would come a downsiz-
ing and the need to “do more with 
less.” He explained that ASO’s current 
space on the first floor had been a 
retail space under a number of dif-
ferent names since the 1980’s with a 
through-line of commitment to family 
and value.  “Times’a changin’”, Chop 
said while wondering aloud whether 
the hotel project would even be com-

pleted within the decade. 
“We’re along for the ride,” he said, 

“We ain’t giving up yet.”
Tuesday, February 26, marked one 

of Reka Outdoors’ final days in the 
Mall. Behind a large stack of inven-
tory, owner Todd Wittenbrock sat 
a table inside the fishing gear com-
pany’s showroom, taking stock of the 
situation. To the left of the entrance, a 
diorama evocative of Twin Lakes took 
up a corner of the room. 

Wittenbrock told the Sheet that 
the space was more of a showroom/
warehouse/office combination than a 
storefront. Wittenbrock and his team 
had redone the entire interior of the 
space with wood paneling, floors, and 
a custom bar along the back wall of 
the showroom. According to Wit-
tenbrock, the renovations took four 
months of work. 

He explained that Reka had intend-
ed to use the space for social events 
as well and have spent a significant 
amount of time building out the bar, 
whose fate, along with much of the 
installed paneling and fixtures, is un-
known with the current move-out. 

Wittenbrock expressed frustration 
with the notification process, noting 
that after signing a one-year lease in 
early 2019 and renovating the space, 
he was told that his lease would be up 
in two months. 

He was quick to dismiss claims from 
the landlord that they hadn’t known 
about the plans to develop the mall at 
the time that the lease was signed. 

As a result, Wittenbrock committed 
to leaving the space when he could 
as opposed to keep the lease for an 
extended period. 

Next steps for Reka are storing in-
ventory and building out the brand’s 
fishing schools but losing the show-
room is bittersweet

“It’s a sad day for sure,” Wittenbrock 
said with a sigh. 



blaming the victims in court.”
Carney offered solutions such as the 

Forest Service moving the cabins to 
another Forest Service site nearby or the 
Forest Service paying the cabin-owners 
the value of their cabins.

The Forest Service didn’t bite. Tammy 
Randall-Parker, the Inyo National Forest 
Supervisor, wrote an update letter on 
January 27 that reads “During the USDA 
Forest Service Informational Brief-
ing regarding the Mill City Recreation 
Residence Tract, some of the cabin 
permit holders indicated a willingness 
to relinquish their respective permits 
and leave their improvements in place 
if the Forest Service could provide as-
surances that the permittee could do so 
without any future liability.” And then 
calls for action, “While the liability pro-
visions of CERCLA and the contractual 
provisions of the Recreation Residence 
Permit impose potential legal require-
ments on Permittees, the United States 
government may exercise enforcement 
discretion when doing so is in the inter-
est of fundamental fairness and judicial 
economy, as we believe it may be in this 
case.”

Basically if the cabin owners want to 
relinquish responsibility for their cabins 
they will be safe from any legal respon-
sibility... but that also means losing their 
investment. If they refuse they could 
potentially be held responsible if the 
government chooses to go that route.

The cabin-owners could be the PRP 
because of cabin improvements and 
other activities that sifted up dirt. 
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By Hite
Mill City cabin owners remain stuck in limbo
JUST MILLING ABOUT

By Page

VENUE, PLEASE!

Last November, The Sheet ran a 
story titled ‘Poison Pill for Cabin 
Owners’ which described the 

situation that cabin owners at the Mill 
City Tract were in. 

The skinny: In 2014, the Forest Service 
began testing the soil in the area and 
found elevated levels of arsenic, lead 
and mercury in the area. They then told 
the cabin owners (14 of them) they had 
to vacate their property until further 
notice.

The cabin owners are still under fur-
ther notice.

At the November 16 meeting, there 
were not many answers presented to the 
cabin owners. The Forest Service told 
them they were doing more rounds of 
testing (3rd or 4th rounds depending on 
if you count a CalTrout test) before they 
made a decision. 

The key takeaway from the meeting 
was the victims could be the ‘poten-
tial responsible party (or PRP)’ and an 
excerpt from the aforementioned article 
reads, “After rounds of questioning, 
(Dennis) Geiser finally admitted, “Any 
party that is deemed responsible could 
be held financially responsible.” This 
incited one member of the audience 
to blurt out, “So we, the victims of this, 
could be forced to pay for the cleanup?” 
To which Geiser answered reluctantly, 
“Yes, it is possible.””

Geiser is a regional Environmental 
Engineer working on the project and 
Mark Carney, a local attorney represent-
ing some of the cabin owners, respond-
ed to Geiser’s claim with, “Good luck 

Originally, the Forest Service was trying 
to hold Union Bank as the PRP as they 
were the heir of the loans that led to the 
Mill City mine.

“It is blatant extortion,” said Gail 
Young, a cabin owner, in a conversation 
with the Sheet, “The Forest Service is 
attempting to use a scare tactic to get us 
to leave.”

Two cabin owners have expressed 
interest in the release but no one has 
signed… yet.

“We are sure the Forest Service will 
never let us back to our cabins. We have 
no hope that we will ever get our invest-
ment back,” said Young. 

Her husband Bob echoed Gail’s com-
ments while telling the Sheet, “From 
the beginning it has been a series of 
miscalculations, misjudgements, and 
bad communication.” Bob cited the No-
vember 16 meeting where the Agenda 
was released a day before the meeting, 
no minutes were taken, and the Forest 
Service representatives showed up with 
no solutions.

“They haven’t been ethical up front,” 
said Jeff Boucher, another cabin owner, 
“I’d be happy if I got reimbursed for my 
purchase but instead they are using 
scare tactics and telling us you might be 
held responsible. Union Bank refuses to 
do anything about it.”

But the real issue might be that local 

Forest Service representatives really 
have no say in what happens. “They 
have no skin in the game,” said Boucher 
while Gail Young told the Sheet, “We all 
know the attorneys in Washington are 
the ones really driving the boat.” 

Tammy Randall-Parker, Dennis 
Geiser, and Gordon Martin are a few of 
the local Forest Service employees on 
the project and are likely trying their 
hardest to find a solution but they have 
no ability to do so. When Carney finally 
got on the phone with the Forest Service 
to ask some questions about how this 
would be handled, there were six law-
yers on the other end of the call.

The Forest Service has a fund of about 
$14 million that can be used for site 
cleanups or other issues similar to this 
but that has not been offered to the 
cabin owners. 

“This is happening to us now but it 
can happen to anyone. [Representatives 
in] Washington, DC are calling the shots 
without any recourse,” said Gail Young. 

The precedent being set by the Mill 
City Cabin Tract situation is not a good 
one. Mammoth is surrounded by For-
est Service land and old mining sites 
abound in the area. If the Forest Service 
tests the dirt in these places and finds 
more elevated toxins, will more people 
be forced to abandon their property?

During this year’s Mammoth 
Lakes Tourism special funding 
allocations process, the al-

locations committee gave high marks to 
events with ticketing options as well as 
ones that had the opportunity to bring 
visitors to town and can

One of the largest investments that 
the allocations committee made to an 
event that checked all those boxes was 
$15,000 to a concert featuring country 
music artist Keller Williams to be hosted 
in a parking lot at Snowcreek. 

The event is an offshoot of John Rea’s 
Summer Jam music festival, hosted June 
26-27 in the Village at Mammoth. 

The unusual venue, a private parking 
lot currently used for vehicles owned by 
Snowcreek, sits on Fairway Drive on the 
Snowcreek property, with views of the 
Sherwins and Mammoth Rock. 

This venue choice was a significant 
factor in the allocations committee’s 
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decision to support the project, as it 
provides the opportunity to test out 
a new venue space in an area with 
limited options. With the future of the 
Wood Site, home to Bluesapalooza, still 
murky, there is a pressing need to find 
new places to host events. 

“Certainly Snowcreek presented 
themselves as a partner for this event,” 
Special Events Director at MLT, Caroline 
Casey, told the Sheet, adding “We’re 
deep into looking for event sites here in 
Mammoth.”

Casey expressed a desire to attract en-
tertainment in Mammoth on the same 
level as places like Tahoe and Jackson 
Hole, who pull in big name artists and 
host larger-scale festivals than the ones 
currently running in Mammoth Lakes. 
Part of bringing that idea to fruition is 
identifying venues that could handle the 
crowd capacity that comes with well-

John Rea brings country music artist Keller Williams to Snowcreek
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Mammoth Lakes Recreation seeks 
to enhance education

In partnership with the Town of 
Mammoth Lakes and Inyo National For-
est, Mammoth Lakes Recreation is seek-
ing public comment on its application 
for funding from the California State 
Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation 
Division (OHMVR) to enhance Off-
Highway Vehicle (OHV) and Over-Snow 
Vehicle (OSV) Safety and Education in 
the Mammoth Lakes region.

The desired outcomes of this pro-
posal include: revision of existing OHV/
OSV educational maps and brochures; 
inclusion of OHV/OSV specific criteria 
to the Town’s “Trail Host” Program and; 
providing funding for Trail Condition 
Reports updated regularly on the Mam-
mothTrails.org website.

The Trail Host program is managed 
by the Town of Mammoth Lakes in 
partnership with Inyo National For-
est to help monitor existing use and 
facilitate multiple usergroups accessing 
Public Lands at high-use staging areas 
throughout the Mammoth Lakes Trail 
System and OHV/OSV network. Trail 
Hosts provide on-the-ground visitor 
services and dispense U.S. Forest Ser-
vice approved regulatory and etiquette 
information including “Leave No Trace” 
best-practices.

The intent of this proposal is to pro-
vide a world-class recreation experience 
that supplements existing OSV groom-
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ing-operations performed under a 
separate OHMVR Standard Agreement 
by Inyo National Forest. The deadline to 
apply is March 3, 2020. The CA OHMVR 
Division will review final applications 
June-July 2020 and announce its intent 
to award August 3, 2020. Upon resolu-
tion of any appeals, the one-year term 
grant is expected to be executed begin-
ning September 3, 2020.

Interested persons/parties may 
contact Matt Paruolo, Mammoth Lakes 
Recreation Eastern Sierra Sustainable 
Recreation Coordinator, at (760) 660-
4948 ext.103, or via email at mparuolo@
mammothlakesrecreation.org for more 
information.

“Little Shop of Horrors” needs a 
little help

“Little Shop of Horrors,” a musical 
theater production of Playhouse 395, 
needs a few more people to staff eight 
shows starting April 27.

Volunteers are needed for ushers, 
ticket-takers, refreshment sales, green 
room, and sound, among other jobs, 
said Martha Reynolds, assistant director 
and Playhouse 395 board member. The 
show, a longtime favorite of community 
and school drama groups, is in rehears-
als at Bishop Union High School.

“We invite people to contact us about 
filling these important volunteer jobs. 
We will train our new volunteers. No 
experience necessary!” said Reynolds.

“Little Shop of Horrors,” takes place in 
a florist shop on an urban Skid Row in 
the early 1960s. Among its eccentric and 
unforgettable characters are a mon-
strous talking plant, a sadistic dentist 
and an all-girl trio of singers. The story 
was made into feature films in 1960 and 
1986, and the musical production ran 
on Broadway for many seasons.

“Little Shop of Horrors” will stage 
eight shows over three weekends from 
April 17 to May 2 at Bishop Union High 
School. Details and ticket sales will be 
announced in March.

To apply for a volunteer position for 
“Little Shop of Horrors,” contact Reyn-
olds at 760-873-8695 or ph395@gmail.
com.

June Lake Loop reopens

Caltrans reopened North June Lake 
Loop/State Route 158 from its winter 
closure at 12:00 pm today, Wednesday, 
February 26th. North June Lake Loop 
is the third of the District 9 seasonal 
closures to reopen this year. 

While the road is open to motorists, 
Caltrans may close it once more should 
the area encounter future significant 
winter weather. 

For the most up-to-date information 
on road closures, chain controls, CHP 
incidents and more, please visit the 
Caltrans QuickMap site at quickmap.
dot.ca.gov or call the Road Condition 
Hotline at 1-800-427-ROAD (7623).

Where there’s smoke...

Weather and air quality permitting, 
fire crews will be conducting the Ante-
lope Prescribed Fire this week, starting 
Wednesday, and continuing throughout 
the week as conditions allow.

This project is in Jeffrey pine forest 
and can be completed by smaller units 
if necessary, using the road system to 
definte the unit paramter. Crews are tar-
geting 100 to 200 acres per day but will 
work with the Great Basin Unified Air 
Pollution Control District to ensure they 
take advantage of good smoke dispersal 
windows.

This area has seen previous thinning 
and pile burning, so these prescribed 
fires are the next step in restoring the 
natural cycle in the Jeffrey pine forest, 
which historically had a freqeuent fire 
cycle (about every 5-15 years). This will 
encourage biodiversity as well as help 
make the forest more resistant to fires 
of unnatural size and intensity. Jeffrey 
pines have a fire resistant bark that 
helps them survive frequent fires and 
they thrive in open, sunny forests cre-
ated by fires.

Smoke may be visible at times from 
Highways 395, 158, and 203, as well 
as the communities of June Lake, Lee 
Vining, Mammoth Lakes, and Crowley 
Lake.
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South Lake Reconstruction

The South Lake Road Reconstruction 
is planned for the 2020 season under 
a funding request from Inyo County. 
The road will be re-paved and needs 
significant repairs for safety and in-
cludes a new bicycle staging area. The 
Inyo National Forest is also completing 
trailhead parking and campground 
improvements in conjunction with this 
project.

Many destinations along the South 
Lake Road are popular for boating, 
fishing, hiking and backpacking, and 
camping. The Bishop Pass Trailhead is 
a highly sought out trailhead that ac-
cesses the John Muir Trail, Pacific Crest 
Trail, and the North Lake/ South Lake 
Loop through the Evolution Basin of 
Kings Canyon National Park.

During construction, roadside park-
ing, day use parking, and the parking 
areas for South Lake will be signifi-
cantly reduced, and at times, closed. 
Bishop Pass Trailhead Parking and 
Tyee Lakes Trailhead Parking will be 
closed at times this summer, although 
access to the trailheads will be main-
tained. Visitors should anticipate that 
there may not be parking available. The 
Forks, Four Jeffrey and Willow Camp-
grounds may also be closed at points 
this summer. 

Local businesses and services along 
South Lake Road will remain open and 
accessible during construction.

“There is no way to complete this 
project without having a significant im-

pact on visitors to the South Lake area,” 
said Philip DeSenze, White Mountain 
District Ranger. “The road has only one 
ingress/egress and the already limited 
parking will be much reduced. Access-
ing the area may be, at times, difficult 
and frustrating. Your planning and 
patience will help complete this much-
needed project.”

Construction delays will typically be 
30 minutes during the day. However, 
at points, closures will be up to three 
hours, twice a day. There will be no 
night work, weekend work, or work 
during holiday weekends, although 
traffic controls will still be in place. 
Visitors to South Lake Road destina-
tions should consider carpooling, 
being dropped off by friends, or using 
shuttle services available from the 
Bishop area. 

Once construction starts, visitors 
should check the construction sched-
ule before heading to South Lake. This 
schedule will be posted on Inyo County 
and Inyo National Forest webpages and 
social media sites. Careful planning 
will help alleviate, but not eliminate, 
construction delays.

Local Author’s Call to Action

Local author Ann Gimpel is spear-
heading a project to raise funds for 
wildfire relief in Australia.

Rising From the Ashes is an anthol-
ogy of 22 books written by 21 authors. 
The anthology clocks in at 3200 pages 
and only costs $3.99. According to 
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Gimpel, nearly all of the authors 
involved are New York Times or USA 
Today bestselling authors; two of the 
stories are new while the rest have 
been published before. 

The anthology features fantasy 
and romance of all genres, and will 
be available to buy online for three 
months, with the hope being to raise at 
least $10,000 that will be split between 
the State Emergency Relief Fund and 
WIRES, Australia’s oldest animal rescue 
organization. 

None of the authors recieved com-
pensaetion for their work and all pro-
ceeds will go to charity.

Gimpel reported that the project has 
already raised for $2,000 towards their 
goal.

The book can purchased on Gimpel’s 
website, https://anngimpel.com.

What’s next at Big K? 

The future of bringing a retailer into 
the Kmart building is still in the works, 
and a possible remodeling of the 
Bishop Joseph’s Market was two top-
ics of discussion at the February 24th 
Bishop City Council meeting. 

During the evening, Associate Plan-
ner/Economic Development Coor-
dinator Elaine Kabala provided the 
council with an update on the now 
vacated Kmart building. “[It is]A very 
high priority for the City to get a retail 
tenant that sells the durable goods 
that our community needs,” said Ka-
bala. Kabala is currently working with 

the stakeholders of Kmart and has 
been working with them since the day 
she found out about the closure.

 At the same time, Kabala said the 
decision is largely outside of the City’s 
control, but Kabala does not want to 
sit back and see what happens, she 
said. Mayor Laura Smith told  The 
Sheet in an email that one of worst 
rumors floating around is “that Vons 
will lease the newer empty Kmart and 
sit on it like they do the other one.” 

“From what we know there is not 
any truth to that,” Smith said, “and 
[the] stakeholders that Elaine has talk-
ed with have assured her they do not 
intend that to happen.” Smith reported 
that she’d heard general interest in a 
Target occupying the vacated space.

According to Bishop’s newly ap-
pointed Public Works director for the 
City of Bishop, Deston Dishion, the 
owner’s of Joseph’s Market walked 
into his office and said they had plans 
to go to work. 

Jack Elian of Joseph’s Market told 
the Sheet that they might sit on the 
project for a while. After the plans are 
approved with the County, they will 
decide if it is worth reopening or not, 
he said. 

Although the plans for the Joseph’s 
Market in Bishop are undecided, Elian 
said the Joseph’s Market in Lone Pine 
will expand in a month’s time—as they 
have cleared a portion of the lot to the 
south of the market.

   -Maddux



A replica of the life ring that Burbine and 
three shipmates hung onto for more than 
two hours prior to rescue

The S.S. Henry Bacon 
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mother sign a letter to allow him to 
join the service. She had no choice. He 
was going to figure out a way) but the 
Marines wouldn’t take him at that time 
because he was color blind. 

The Merchant Marine, an auxiliary to 
the Navy tasked with delivering material 
and personnel, did. 

The Henry Bacon left the Russian port 
of Murmansk on February 17, 1945 as 
part of a convoy headed for England. 

“In Murmansk … everyday just like 
clockwork, the Germans would come 
and strafe the harbor,” recalls Burbine. 

BURBINE
continued from page 1
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“As soon as we left the harbor, the 
Germans started sinking the ships. They 
sank three of them before we even got 
out.” 

The weather soon became another 
obstacle. 

“We ran into one of the most severe 
storms ever recorded in the area. It was 
so strong it went right off the barometer 
- completely off the scale. Winds of over 
130 miles per hour, 45 to 60 degrees be-
low zero. We lost the convoy. The rough 
seas sheared the steel pins holding the 
main springs on the steering mecha-
nism. We had no steering capacity.” 

And it was in this compromised 
condition that the S.S. Henry Bacon was 
discovered by 23 JU-88 German planes. 

Burbine said that the Bacon put up 
a fight. It shot down a confirmed six 
planes, and damaged another four be-
fore the ship was hit by a torpedo which 
blew a hole in its magazine near Hold #5. 

She  sank in less than an hour. 
Immediately after the ship was 

struck, Burbine says “My Chief Engineer 
ordered me to cut loose one of then life-
boats with a fire axe because the cables 
were frozen. But the sea hit me and took 
me and the life boat right over the side. 
I came up under the life boat. It had hit 
me on the back of the neck and knocked 
me out. I had to kick off my sea boots 
in the tangle of lines in the water, and 
somehow I rolled the life boat upright. 
How I did it, I don’t know. Witnesses 
who saw me do it couldn’t say how I did 
it by myself … it saved some crew by do-
ing that.”

Only two lifeboats were serviceable 
following the torpedo strike. In one boat 
were placed 20 Norwegian women and 
children, war refugees who had boarded 
the Henry Bacon in Murmansk. 

The second lifeboat took as many crew 
members as it dared. 

In an act of heroism that Dick Bur-
bine alluded to again and again during 
our time together, the ship’s 50-year old 
Chief Engineer, Donald Haviland, gave 
up his seat on the lifeboat to one of his 
18-year old sailors. 

Haviland subsequently went down 
with the ship. 

Ringleader 

But what of Dick Burbine? He’s in the 
water, It’s cold and dark. You can’t see a 
thing. The waves are swelling 100 feet. 

A life ring floats by. Seriously. A little 
ring maybe a few feet in diameter. He’s 
able to grab it. 

He hears a few friends close by. There’s 
Woodrow Wilson Pozon. They connect. 
Pozon hangs onto a piece of the ring. 
Then they hear William “Blackie” Will-
ridge and swim toward him, connect. He 
grabs a piece of the ring. And finally, they 
also save Warren Bachelor, who is in and 
out of delirium. They put Warren’s head 
through the ring, and then wrap their 
legs around Bachelor’s to secure him. 

And they wait, they hope, for a rescue. 
It’s somewhat ironic that being in the 

water may have improved their chances. 
The relatively warm sea current beat 
exposure to the arctic air. Tragically, 
some men who were able to access the 

see BURBINE, page 12



see BURBINE, page 13
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dunnage, the floating detritus from the 
ship, died because the sea spray literally 
froze them to the timbers. 

Those in rafts were okay - so long as 
they stayed dry. 

According to Burbine, he was con-
scious during the whole ordeal. In fact, 
at one point, amid the swells, he saw the 
“Christmas Tree.” 

Huh? 
“The Christmas Tree is the top of then 
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mast where the running lights are … at 
one point, I saw it moving on the horizon 
and five minutes later I could make out 
the shape of the hull.” 

Meaning that they were floating in the 
first place a rescuer would look.

During the nearly three hour wait, 
there wasn’t a lot of talking. Nor a great 
deal of time devoted to existential 
thought. 

“We were cold and hurting,” says Bur-

bine. “You didn’t want to waste energy 
talking and letting heat out of your body. 
It was just all about survival. How to save 
our asses.” 

When help finally arrived in the form 
of the H.M.S. Zambesi, a British De-
stroyer, the assumption was that it was a 
recovery mission as opposed to a rescue 
mission. 

The typical survival rate for a person 
submerged in such frigid water tempera-

tures is 10 to 15 minutes. 
A sub-lieutenant on the Zambesi, Ian 

Rodney Bowen (later knighted), “tied 
a heaving line around his waist and 
jumped in to hook us up and take us 
aboard,” said Burbine. “At the time, they 
thought we were dead because we were 
covered with ice when they brought us 
on the deck - but when they dropped us 
on the deck my eyes opened and rolled 
back and they said, ‘My God, they’re still 
alive.’”

“What they did once they brought us 
aboard … our clothes were frozen to 
our bodies. So they laid us on the mess 
hall tables, covered us with sheets and 
packed us in sea ice. They covered us 
with sea ice, let the sea ice melt room 
temperature as our bodies thawed out 
with it.” 

But there was no medication. They’d 
picked up so many survivors there was 
none left. All they had left: Pusser’s Royal 
Navy Rum. They had barrels of it. So the 
doctor (who was actually not a medical 
doctor but a veterinary doctor) provided 
a steady supply over the next four days. 
“He kept us on a mellow glow,” recalls 
Burbine. 

And at the end of four days, the ver-
dict: “I had frostbite but didn’t lose any 
extremities. the doctors checked us out 
and said we were fine.”

The immediate aftermath was pretty 
interesting. They took Burbine and some 
of his shipmates to a castle in Northern 
Ireland where they were interrogated by 
the FBI, Naval Intelligence, British Naval 

Hike � Climb � Run � Camp

We stock a large selection of supplies for all your 
climbing, hiking, and outdoor adventures. 

Rentals are available including tents, packs, sleeping 
bags, bouldering pads and climbing shoes. 

Open 7 days a week including holidays
224 North Main St., Bishop, CA 93514

Eastsidesports.com, info@eastsidesports.com 
760-873-7520

�e Eastern Sierra’s Friendly and Knowledgeable Climbing Shop

Mountain Sports Specialists Since 1977

Burbine (far right) with Robert Chuck Reed (center) and Earnal Spurgeon “Spud” Campbell back in 2003. At that time, they were 
the three remaining survivors. The other remaining survivor circa 2020 is Campbell, 98. 
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LOCAL BRIEFS

Intelligence. “They thought we were Ger-
man plants …. because nobody had ever 
survived over two hours in the water.” 

And even Burbine admits today - if it 
had been even one or two minutes more, 
he wouldn’t have made it. “My blood [at 
rescue] was actually crystallizing in my 
veins and breaking through the skin.” 

Of note: Five years after the sinking 
of the Henry Bacon, the body of Gun-
ner Mason Burr washed up on a beach 
in Norway, perfectly preserved. Burr 
was subsequently buried at Arlington 
National Cemetery. 

And Burbine, 47 years later, in 1992, 
was awarded the Mariner’s Medal for 
his heroism, the equivalent of a Purple 
Heart. 

Burbine was ultimately shipped back 
to the States and given a 30-day leave. 
After which - yes, he got back on another 
boat. Several boats in fact.

He sandwiched two stints with the 
Merchant Marine around nine years in 
the Marine Corp (joining at the outbreak 
of the Korean War, the Marines having 
apparently changed their minds about 
his color-blindness). 

He moved to California just before he 
got married, in 1961, to Rosemary Ruth 
Glennon, the younger sister of close 
friends from his hometown of Melrose. 

Rosemary had been living in a convent 
and studying to be a nun. She left the 
convent to marry Dick. 

They had one son, Joe, in 1962. Joe was 
a longtime member of the Mono County 
Sheriff’s Department and worked at  the 
Bridgeport Jail before retiring a few years 

back. 
He and Dad live together. 
Rosemary died in 1997 following an 

eight-year struggle with Alzheimer’s. 
Dick fulfilled his promise to his wife 
during that time by taking care of her 
throughout the entire ordeal. 

From 1966-1988, Dick went to work for 
the University of California, Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory’s Police 
Department, retiring as a Sgt./ Watch 
Commander in 1988. 

From 1972-2004, Burbine lived in 
Tracy and worked the summers from 
1988-1998 as a camp host for the United 
States Forest Service. 

He retired to Bridgeport permanently 
in 2004. 

He and his son remain very active. 
Their activity of choice: cutting wood. 
They like to cut down trees that the For-
est Service deems hazardous, chop them 
up, and donate the firewood to locals 
who need it. 

Dick is the son of a veteran, but never 
really knew his father, who died in 1928 
when Dick was just two years old. His 
father died of complications related to 
exposure to mustard gas in World War I. 

His keys to longevity
1. Pusser’s Rum 
2. Own and use a chainsaw frequently. 

“Work gives us a reason for being,” is his 
takeaway message. 

3. No rabbit food - Dick’s no fan of 
vegetables

4. Don’t use sugar and salt. Eat it how 
it comes. He prefers meat and potatoes.
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THE FINAL PUSH 
Candidates for the Inyo County offices give their takes on hot-button issues 
By Maddux

On Thursday, February 20, at 
Cerro Coso College in Bishop, 
Superior Court judge candi-

dates and Inyo Second District supervisor 
candidates, Jeff Griffiths and Heather Lind 
appeared at a candidate forum. 

Judicial candidates appeared first:

Q and A

How do you believe we should balance 
punishment and rehabilitation when 
sentencing criminal defendants? 

Lamb explained that his first purpose is 
to “hold the person’s convicted account-
able for their actions and to gain some 
measure of justice for their victims and 
their victims’ families, and to protect the 
public safety,” he said. 

Ashworth then told the audience, “I 
want to heal people, but I believe public 
safety is the number one priority and the 
cost of housing individuals is a secondary 
consideration,” he said. At the same time, 
Ashworth believes in fair and appropri-
ate consequences by criminal violations 
if convicted. “If there’s laws, there needs 
to be consequences and those should be 
enforced,” he said. 

Rizo held a different opinion, as she 
expressed that “a judge needs to treat each 
case individually and decide, on its mer-
its, what the appropriate sense of things 
should be.”  Rizo also mentioned that she 
would look at is the severity of the crime, 
the age and possibly the status of the vic-
tims, also whether it was the first offense 

and the family situation of the individual.

Please describe a situation, in which 
you took a controversial position that 
angered or offended people and explain 
how you handled it. 

Rizo mentioned that as a department 
head she handles a lot of controversial 
issues. Rizo said she would listen to both 
parties, similar to mediation, and ac-
knowledge the concerns or perceptions, 
and if they are still at odds, she would 
make the final decision. 

“Every case you handle is controversial 
and you learn to expect 50% of the people 
that come before you are not going to be 
happy with your decision,” said Lamb.

He thought back to when he was on the 
Bishop School Board for the elementary 
school district, and the controversial pro-
posal he was looking to pass in which they 
needed a two-thirds vote, he said. 

Ashworth said he ends up in contro-
versial positions with contractors and 
through working in Indian Country under 
federal regulations.

A question directed towards Lamb: 
You have been admonished for failing 
to keep up with your caseload and for 
signing false affidavits. How specifically 
have you altered your work process 
to correct this and adjudicate cases 
timely?

“I thought I was current, and I signed 
the affidavits, but I later found that they 

were incorrect because our bookkeeping 
didn’t’ keep me appraised of the matters 
that were pending, and how long they 
were pending. That’s my fault, and I was 
properly held accountable for it,” he said. 
Lamb said he has directed the court ad-
ministrators, especially CEO Pam Foster, 
“to provide updated written reports to 
both judges on a periodic basis listing all 
the matters that are currently pending 
before the court.

Ashworth advised the public to look 
up the judicial council website and to 
read the 6-page findings. He stated that in 
the California Constitution, a judge may 
not be paid if their cases are not decided 
within 90-days of submission. “I want 
to do a very good job, as a judge and I 
want people to have a choice and that is 
certainly one of the factors that I took into 
consideration when I wanted to run,” he 
said. 

Rizo clarified this happened more than 
once and is most harmful to the judicial 
system. 

The County population of Native 
Americans is 8-10%, but the inmate 
population of the County jail convicted 
by the court is a disproportionately high 
number of both Native and Mexican 
inmates. Can you explain why?

“I don’t know if anyone can explain 
why,” said Ashworth. He explained the 
bright side is the funding that will come 
to the tribes to set up juvenile diversion-
ary courts. “I just believe all the resources 
that can be put into healing kids is most 
important,” he said. 

“No, I can’t explain why. Would I want 
to look into it? Absolutely!” said Rizo. 
“One thing is ensuring the justice system 
is dispensing justice appropriately, and 
that would ‘harken’ back to the question, 
“how do we really ensure that those that 
need some other restorative justice get 
it?” said Rizo. She recently spoke with the 
tribal judge on possible collaboration, 
such as a dual court system.

Lamb said the people who are incar-
cerated in the jails or prisons “whether 
there are certain demographic groups that 
are overrepresented, that’s not an Inyo 
County specific issue [that] is something 
you see throughout the United States. 
Related not just to what happens in the 
courtroom, but it relates a lot to historic 
injustices and other issues that have 
plagued minority communities in our 
community and our nation,” he said. 

Second district supervisor candidates, 
Jeff Griffiths and Heather Lind took over 
the last half of the candidate debate. 

Are there County services you would 
expand and how would you pay for 
them? 

Lind said that we could do more for vets 
and the elderly, but the problem is staffing 
issues as there is a hard time recruiting 
staff. 

Griffiths said he has a lot of ideas, but 
since less than 2% of the land is private 
land, he said he would need to be creative 
on how to expand services. Through this, 
he has worked on creating partnerships 
with non-profit, regional, federal and the 
City to leverage more money, as well as 
through grants and advocating in Sac-
ramento, he said. Griffiths’ other ideas 

include a veterans housing area in Bishop, 
sustainable recreation, a small business 
development center, and enhancing local 
campgrounds and parks.

What is your proudest achievement, 
as a public servant?

Lind said Jim Tatum’s influence made 
her  interested in becoming a public ser-
vant and he kept bothering her until she 
put in her application. Griffiths said his 
proudest achievement “is about to hap-
pen,” and that is bringing commercial air 
service to the Bishop airport.  

On the same topic, moderator Kristina 
Blum Justice asked: Do you think com-
mercial air service at the Bishop Airport 
is a good thing? What opportunities or 
fallbacks do you envision? The opportuni-
ties that Griffiths envisions is the “quality 
of life issue to be able to get in and out 
with relative ease,” he said. The fallback 
that is clear is the concern for noise from 
citizens, but they are currently conducting 
a study on where planes will land, he said. 
Lind believes the airport is going to open 
some doors, but she expressed that she is 
weary about the subsidies required to pay 
for the service. 

The next question brought about con-
cern for safety and traffic: Highway 395 
traffic within the City of Bishop is a huge 
safety issue. What will you do to advo-
cate for solving this issue? 

Griffiths said he agreed there was truck 
traffic on highway 395 and the other com-
munities, and that it has become worse—
there is concern for safety, appearance, 
the environment and walkability, he 
said. Griffiths is currently advocating 
with Caltrans for improvements of the 
crosswalks, with them adding pedestrian 
activated lights with another discussion 
about the truck route outside of town. “He 
gave my answer,” said Lind and clarified 
she was not here during the development 
of the process. Lind suggested one way to 
benefit the City is to have “cool signage 
to downtown,” for those who are passing 
through the truck route.

Final question: The safe parking plan 
that is in place that is currently being 
appealed to have the homeless park at 
the Nazarene church from 7 p.m.-7 a.m. 
We have a homeless issue in Bishop, do 
you support the current safe parking 
plan, or can you suggest an alternative?

Lind responded this is a hot topic but 
questioned “do we have a homeless is-
sue?” she said. At this point, she thought 
there was a count on January 1st with a 
low number of 0, as someone in the audi-
ence spoke up and said, “that’s not accu-
rate.” She questioned the annual homeless 
count and if there is a count for those 
who choose to be transient or homeless, 
those that choose to live in their vans, etc. 
“We exercise care and compassion for 
our community,” she said and as a former 
probation officer for 12-years she has not 
experienced a plethora of homelessness, 
she said. 

“We definitely have a homeless issue,” 
said Griffiths. As he mentioned the ser-
vice-based count that he did at the soup 
kitchen. The numbers are shocking, he 
said as there are as many homeless people 
as those in LA county with homeless vets, 
and those living in cars with families, he 
said. At the same time, he is not totally 
sure that the parking lot plan would work.

36 ‘s
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Joshua Rhodes

 

PHOTO: National Weather Service, Sacramento

Satellite images of the snowpack level at this time last year versus this year. The av-
erage snow depth in 2020 (as of February 26) is 8.4” with a maximum snow depth of 
73.4”. Last year, on February 26, The average snow depth was 38.9” with a maximum 
of 169.9”. 2019-2020 represents the lowest average snow depth since 2014-2015 when 
the average was 3.3”.

PHOTO: National Weather Service, Sacramento

PHOTO: National Weather Service, Sacramento
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Setting the record straight

Dear Editor:

As I have connected with residents 
around town regarding Measure F, 
it’s been heartening to see the level 
of support for this critical measure. 
However, I have also been surprised 
by the misinformation being spread 
around—everything from the belief 
that the Mammoth Lakes Fire Protec-
tion District is funded from TOT and 
TBID funds, to the idea that the Dis-
trict is sitting on a huge cash reserve. 
It’s time to set the record straight.  

The Mammoth Lakes Fire Protec-
tion District is independent from 
the Town of Mammoth Lakes, and 
therefore does not receive any fund-
ing from the Town, TBID, TOT or even 
sales tax. Instead, it receives a portion 
of property taxes—about 5 cents for 
every dollar collected. Most disturb-
ing is this idea that we have a sizeable 
cash reserve squirreled away and that 
Measure F is just a big money grab. 
Nothing could be further from the 
truth. 

The cost of providing emergency 
response and fire protection services 
for more and more people because of 
increased tourism and town growth 
has far outpaced the District’s rev-
enues. In order to maintain only the 
most critical services within budget, 
the district has resorted to reducing 
24/7 coverage, cutting training costs, 
and extending the usable life of fire 

protection equipment. The most diffi-
cult thing for me to stomach, however, 
is that MLFPD has been unable to 
increase firefighter and first responder 
wages since 2010.  

Our first responder and emergency 
personnel, many of whom have young 
families to support, face the same 
economic realities the rest of us do. 
They put their lives on the line for our 
community when called, whether it 
involves an ice rescue, an auto crash, 
or a propane fire. You can bet that 
if the District had the kind of cash 
reserves being talked about, we would 
have given these hardworking men 
and women a raise a long time ago. 

For the cost of a large coffee and 
donut every month, you can help 
restore 24/7 coverage to ensure rapid 
response times, prevent further cuts 
to fire protection and emergency 
services, increase training and equip-
ment that saves lives and property, 
and provide defensible space work in 
our town. Most important, it will help 
retain the experienced firefighters 
who work to serve and protect us. 

The Fire Protection District monthly 
meetings are open to the public, and 
our meeting minutes and budgets are 
posted on our website every month. If 
you have questions about Measure F 
or MLFPD’s current financial position, 
I strongly encourage you to contact 
me or one of the other Commission-
ers or attend one of our meetings. 
Make sure you have the right informa-
tion before you decide how to vote on 

this critical measure. 

John Mendel
jwmendel@gmail.com

Chair, MLFPD Board

Warm smell of Colitas ... 

Sirs: 

I am Jim Henaghan, the father of 
Ms. Jeni Pearsons, co-owner of Colitas 
Farms. I attended the last hearing with 
her in Mammoth Lakes.

First, I would like to thank you for 
the accurate and thorough story you 
ran about my daughter and Colitas 
Farms. The last two hearings, she and 
her life and business partner Michael 
Storc had with the Mono County 
Board of Supervisors can only be 
described as devastating. After two-
plus years of work and fulfilling every 
task, business model and fee payment 
required and with two years of en-
couragement by District Four Supervi-
sor Peters, they had the door slammed 
in their faces. Every commission gave 
them a go-ahead recommendation 
that was sent to the supervisors. Every 
one. 

They have been financially broken, 
but just as important, emotionally 
broken.Their dream was more than 
business success; they looked forward 
to being part of the community. They 
spent two years making friends and 
explaining everything about Colitas. 
They, along with the locals, envisioned 

a new fire truck rolling down the 
streets of Walker, doing their part in 
getting more water towers for every-
one’s benefit, etc. They were going to 
be a part of that town.

With the encouragement continu-
ing up to the last minute by Mr. Peters, 
they were, to say the least, dumb-
founded by the rejection, most hurt-
fully by Mr. Peters.

The reasoning does not add up: the 
final report is nothing more than revi-
sionist history from the first rejection 
and the first ... to me seems an obvious 
cave-in to powerful family wishes. I 
see it as ”for your vote, you get mine.” 
Quid pro quo is alive and well in Mono 
County, it seems. Looking past my 
daughter’s devastating loss, Mono 
County will, in the long run, lose as 
well.

I hope that I am wrong but what 
has happened takes me back to the 
Ross MacDonald books, what PI Lew 
Archer called the” dirty underbelly” 
of local politics. Again for the good 
people of Walker and Mono County 
I hope I am wrong. I wish you all the 
best

P.S. Many of jeni’s friends and sup-
porters want their voices heard. I hope 
they will be.

This injustice can’t be righted now, 
but at least it will be recognized for 
what it is

Jim Henaghan
Los Angeles 
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BERNIE DECLARES WAR

NATIONAL  
Bernie Sanders, some leading 

Democrats believe, is highjack-
ing  the national Democratic 

Party --- whose establishment has so 
far been locked into the political pi-
lot’s cockpit while the plane has been 
commandeered in flight and ordered 
to land in hostile territory.

Senator Sanders’ supporters, of 
course, don’t agree, and see their 
quest as redemption for 2016 when 
traditional liberals gave the Democrat-
ic presidential nomination to Hillary 
Clinton --- who subsequently lost the 
November election to Donald Trump.

Justified or not, most conservatives 
and Republicans are looking on at the 
growing civil war in the other party not 
only with some astonishment, but also 
with the optimism that it helps them 
in the imminent 2020 national elec-
tions.

Sanders’ outspoken socialist and 
fiscally controversial new entitlement 
policies, even more moderate Demo-
crats and their strategists say. will not 
only cost them the presidential elec-
tion, but could also cause them to lose 
control of the U.S. House and increase 
GOP control of he U.S senate.

The voters who will decide these 
questions are independents and the 

undecideds of both parties, but polling 
so far seems to indicate large numbers 
of Americans do not favor policies 
which cannot be paid for except by 
draconian confiscatory taxation that 
eliminates market choice and the 
private sector.

Sanders, a socialist Vermont city 
mayor in the 1980s, and subsequently 
a socialist U.S. senator who caucused 
with the Democrats, has declared war 
on liberals and progressives he feels 
don’t go far enough to combat the 
capitalist system and conservative 
policies.

The question of the hour is whether 
the Democratic Party establishment 
and his major presidential rivals have 
enough time, and votes to derail him 
after Sanders’ successes in Iowa, New 
Hampshire, Nevada, and possibly in 
upcoming South Carolina and Super 
Tuesday, to block his nomination at 
the party’s July convention in Milwau-
kee.

He already leads or is running strong  
in polls in several Super Tuesday 
states. The most likely alternatives to 
Sanders are Joe Biden, Mike Bloom-
berg, or Pete Buttigieg, but none of 
them have yet demonstrated any 
momentum among primary or caucus 

voters.
The longer the other candidates, 

especially those failing to win many 
delegates, remain in the race, it di-
vides the anti-Sanders vote, and helps 
the Vermont senator accumulate an 
unbeatable lead, if not a majority, 
before July. (This is what happened in 
the Republican nomination contest in 
2016).

Almost certainly, Sanders political 
ideology and policies will  become the 
main issues of the 2020 cycle --- and 
not as much the  controversies sur-
rounding Donald Trump. At the outset 
of the 2020 cycle, Democratic strate-
gists planned for the latter --- it was, 
after all, the primary reason for the 
partisan impeachment. 

Democratic candidates for house 
and senate would now almost cer-

tainly be asked by their opponents in 
November if they support the views 
of their own candidate for president. 
How will this play out - not only in dis-
tricts and states carried by Mr. Trump 
in 2016, but also in districts and states 
carried for Mrs. Clinton by moderate 
Democrats?

In the next several days, the na-
tional Democratic Party will come to 
a proverbial fork in the political road. 
Which direction its voters take will 
reveal a great deal about what will 
happen eight months from now when 
decisions are finally made.

Barry Casselman is  a syndicated col-
umnist who has been covering national 
politics since 1972. You can find more 
of his work at www.barrycasselman.
com. 



Caucus Day, February 22, Reno, 
Nevada. With a notebook and 
PB&J sandwich, I arrived at Reno 

High School at 10:30 a.m. for an expected 
noon start. Various Democratic presi-
dential hopefuls had representatives or 
“whips,” such as California Congressman 
John Garamendi (D-District 3), who was 
stumping for Joe Biden, greeting voters 
and pitching their candidates. Ready for 
a long wait, I was through registration 
in less than 15 minutes, and soon inside 
the cafeteria, where my precinct, 5406, 
shared the room with 5405. 

My precinct, 5406, had 40 people, and 
5405 had only a few more than ours. 
Speaking to veteran caucus goers, I dis-
covered this turnout wasn’t as heavy as 
in elections past, likely due to the 75,000 
Nevada voters who cast early ballots 
February 15-18. Caucus goers also noted 
more civility and a lack of chair throw-
ing and fist fights this time. A “vote blue 
no matter who” attitude kept things civil, 
even during some heated exchanges 
between moderates supporting Pete 
Buttigieg and Joe Biden and hard left pro-
gressives supporting Elizabeth Warren 
and Bernie Sanders.

At 12:15 p.m. we were given the go 
ahead to start. First up, approval of 
our Precinct Chair and the reading of 
the rules. We learned our precinct had 
11 delegates and the Chair explained 
the math behind how it’s determined 
whether a candidate is viable (they met 
the minimum percentage of votes). 
This year, there was a new rule: if your 
candidate is determined to be viable 
after Round 1, you can’t lobby supporters 
from other viable candidates, only ones 
deemed non-viable. Our precinct’s 40 
votes were added to 178 early votes from 
our precinct. With 218 possible votes, 
candidates needed at least 15% or 33 
votes for viability.

After Round 1, it was Amy Klobuchar 
with 56, Buttigieg with 53 and Biden with 
50. Warren had 29, Tom Steyer had 15 
and Sanders had 14. 

Round 2, or “Realignment.” While the 
Round 1 count was being entered into the 
iPad and paper ledger, Klobuchar, But-
tigieg and Biden’s tables lobbied Sanders, 
Steyer and Warren supporters, including 

A “vote blue no matter 

who” attitude kept 

things civil, even during 

some heated exchanges 

between moderates 

supporting Pete Buttigieg 

and Joe Biden and 

hard left progressives 

supporting Elizabeth 

Warren and Bernie 

”

“

- Geisel
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The line for registering to vote outside of Reno High School on February 22

FOR THOSE ABOUT TO CAUC(US), WE SALUTE YOU
Ever wondered what a caucus is like? Geisel spills the beans
By Geisel

a one-minute final pitch for siding with 
their candidate. A few Steyer supporters 
were swayed to Klobuchar, though most 
of those went to Warren. 

After the Round 2 tally is where the 
math got interesting. Having pulled in 
most of Steyer’s supporters and adding 
in the optional fourth 
through sixth choices 
on early vote bal-
lots, Warren was now 
viable. At the end of 
Round 2, it was Klobu-
char with 62, earning 
3 delegates, Buttigieg 
and Biden tied for sec-
ond with 56, earning 
3 delegates each, and 
Warren with 40, earn-
ing 2 delegates.

After a recount to 
verify the math, by 3 
p.m., we were done. 
Was it interesting? Ab-
solutely. Being in the 
room with other voters, 
it’s more hands on and 
interactive, listening to 
supporters persuade 
you and argue merits about their candi-
date, as opposed to just casting a vote on 
a ballot.

On the other hand, caucus is a time 
commitment: our precinct took several 
hours, while others finished early. One 
precinct took 30 minutes, and one was 
done in mere minutes by drawing playing 
cards to break a tie between the only two 

candidates who pulled any votes in that 
precinct. (Yes, that’s legal.) Reality is a 
caucus could last for the greater part of a 
day and there’s no absentee voting. 

Though lower than in past caucuses, 
overall turnout was about 105,000 (about 
one-sixth of registered Nevada Demo-
crats), easily surpassing the 84,000 who 
participated in the 2016 Caucus. Nevada 
didn’t repeat the Iowa caucus results 
debacle, but the caucus wasn’t without 
its issues. Roughly 1,700 early vote ballots 
were disregarded for not ranking choices, 
or missing signatures or other basic 
information. 

The primary question

First time Precinct Chair and caucus 
goer Matt Mulder had several takeaways 
from his experience. “The advantage of 
a primary is you vote or send in a ballot 
… it’s simple,” Mulder said. “The disad-
vantage is you don’t get to see as much of 
the candidates. They wouldn’t spend as 
much time courting us. We’d lose that.”

Mulder related feedback from one of 
his neighbors, who balked at long wait 
times during early voting, but loved the 
caucus experience, especially the interac-
tion with other voters and discussing the 

candidates. “A hybrid 
caucus [with early vot-
ing] will work,” Mulder 
opined. “We just need 
more early voting vol-
unteers.”

That said, Mulder fa-
vors a primary, provid-
ed Nevada votes first, 
instead of Iowa. “Ne-
vada has much more 
diverse demographics 
than Iowa,” he said. 
“You have to look at 
overall voter participa-
tion. If we go first, then 
a primary makes sense.” 
(Entrance polls showed 
more than one-third of 
Nevada caucus voters 
were non-white.)

Alice Wagner, a former precinct coor-
dinator in previous caucuses, waited 4.5 
hours to early vote at the Reno Northwest 
Library location, and echoed Mulder’s 
note for more volunteers. She’d like to 
see a primary in Nevada but is more 
concerned with the general election in 
November. “Moderate votes are being 
diluted and the other votes are coalesc-
ing around Sanders,” she said. “If he 

doesn’t make it, my fear is his supporters 
won’t support whoever is the nominee.” 
In 2016, disgruntled Sanders supporters 
charged the DNC stole his nomination, 
and largely withheld votes to support 
then Democratic nominee Hillary Clin-
ton.

So where to from here? Nevada State 
Democratic Party Chair William Mc-
Curdy II praised caucus staff and volun-
teers for the party’s “most transparent 
and accessible caucus ever.” He went on 
to say the time has come “to start hav-
ing a serious conversation … about the 
limitations of the caucus process and the 
rules around it” and “look at shifting it to 
a primary process moving forward.” 

Nevada’s legislature will have to take 
up the move to a primary sometime in 
the future. For now, all eyes are on South 
Carolina’s primary on February 29, and 
even more on Super Tuesday, March 3, in 
which more than 1,300 delegates are up 
for grabs in a dozen states, approximately 
one-third of those in delegate-rich Cali-
fornia alone.

Sources: State of Nevada, Nevada Dem-
ocratic Party, CBS, Reno Gazette-Journal 

Precinct Captain Matt Mulder verifies the 
day’s final tally

Former Mammoth residents Pamela Stayden and this article’s 
author, and former Sheet reporter Andy Geisel Caucus-goers looking over the ballot during the event.
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Not Inyo vicinity

Dear Editor,

I have recently had the pleasure of 
coming into contact with Inyo County 
Sheriff’s deputies on three separate 
occasions, each almost more courteous 
and professional than the next. Almost.

In the first incident, I placed a 911 call 
asking for a deputy to respond to a traffic 
altercation. The deputy did arrive. Even-
tually. Little tip: Don’t reach out to the 
Sheriff’s Office if you don’t literally have 
two spare hours burning a hole in your 
pocket. No explanation. 

In the second incident, I was engaged 
in a pleasant chat with the Sheriffs’ office 
receptionist when in strode perhaps the 
most impressive man I have encoun-
tered to date. Tall, chiseled.  Of course, 
he clearly had some sort of ophthalmo-
logical condition that required him to 
wear sunglasses indoors while address-
ing a member of the public. Like an 
idiot, I reached out to shake his hand. 
His hands remained firmly tucked into 
his vest. Silly me. But The Vest!  Have you 
seen The Vest?! Absolutely bristling with 
weapons and comms. Of course, some 
might see it as a symbol of our increas-
ingly militarized law enforcement, but 
I’ve been led to believe that it’s all that 
stands between us and Shariah law.

And on to the third. I had just driven 
through a public campground and was 
stepping out of the car to do a little fish-
ing when I was accosted by three drunk 
gentlemen and their unleashed dogs.  

Rather than escalate, I hopped back into 
the car and fled the scene, planning on 
passing the incident off to law enforce-
ment. 911 patched me through to yet 
another deputy who was almost comi-
cally indifferent. Almost. After explaining 
what had occurred and where the indi-
viduals in question were located, he pa-
tiently explained to me that there would 
be no point in responding because they 
would simply have their own version 
of events. I explained the reasons why I 
would be happy to put my credibility up 
against theirs. He was most assuredly not 
interested.

Of course none of this reflects poorly 
on the current Inyo County Sheriff. Be-
sides, funding a campaign to replace him 
would almost be expensive. Almost.

Jamie Stewart
Bishop

Enough already

Dear Editor,

In response to the Measure F impas-
sioned pleas of Messrs. Curry and East-
erby, I humbly offer some clarity for the 
constituents.

It would appear that the authors have 
chosen to mislead the readers by basing 
their argument(s) on 12-year old statis-
tics when they proclaim “ … During the 
last recession, as property values fell and 
so did property tax revenues, the Fire 
District was faced with reduced fund-
ing …” when in fact, the Mono County 

Assessor’s Office confirms that over the 
last several years property tax revenues 
have increased substantially. Therefore it 
is safe to conclude that the Fire Districts 
share of these funds has increased pro-
portionally … a significant fact that the 
authors chose to exclude.

As for their contention of “…The pro-
posed rate: $85 annually per residential 
dwelling unit … a mere $7.00 per month 
or $1.64 per week …” while it could be 
true for some property owners, it won’t 
be for others. 

Once again, Mono County Assessor’s 
Office confirms that Multiple Residential 
Dwelling Unit properties (of which there 
are many) will be assessed $85 per unit. 
Therefore as an example, if you own a 
six-unit apartment building you will be 
assessed an additional $510 a year or 
$42.50 a month … not quite the mere 
trifle that they claim it is!

Perhaps voters should be reminded 
that Mono County Property Taxpayers 
are currently burdened with $1,350 a 
year in voter-approved indebtedness and 
if Measure F is approved in its current 
form, theses assessments could consti-
tute a significant escalation, in addition 
to our overly inflated “Enrolled Values.” 
Let us also be reminded that the Town 
of Mammoth Lakes doesn’t pay Prop-
erty Tax on its Residential Dwelling Unit 
parcels.                                                                               

Keith Williams
Mammoth Lakes 

Jack Copeland’s World of Skiing

Jack Copeland has left us much, much 
too soon. We wanted to have more of 
Jack and sadly we are not going to have 
more. However, he left us plenty and 
we have all been enriched and glad-
dened by having met him, worked with 
and for him. We somehow enjoyed the 
Eastern Sierra a lot more when we were 
around him. He knew things about this 
place, and indeed, about us, and when 
he pointed those things out we grew just 
a little bit more and had fun along the 
way. Jack was an inspired leader of the 
Ski School, Human Resources, and as 
a Senior Manager of the mountain he 
was a gentleman who stayed true to his 
principles.

Jack was a kind and generous person. 
He was funny  and warm and had a great 
smile. He was intelligent, sensitive, and 
had a talent for patience and for sup-
porting those who needed a bit of a hand 
up. We always felt welcomed around Jack 
and enjoyed playing and learning with 
him. He enjoyed life, (that was pretty 
obvious!), and he lived it to the fullest.

Jack was one of perhaps only a dozen 
people in the 30,000 members of Profes-
sional Ski Instructors of America who 
was Level Three Certified in Alpine, 
Nordic and Snowboard. He also had 
accreditations in Children’s, Seniors and 
Adaptive teaching. He held a ski instruc-
tor certification in Canada along with a 
coach’s certification with the Canadian 
Ski Coaches Federation. Jack directed 

see LETTERS, page 24
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BARS & MUSIC
Happy Hour/
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill. 
Happy hour 3-6 p.m. Sundays = Locals 
Appreciation Night with all night happy 
hour. More info: See ad p. 17
Austria Hof Happy Hour 
4-6:30 p.m. Sun-Thurs/4-6 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday. See ad p. 10
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour Mon-Fri., 
Happy Hour from 4-6 p.m. 
Morrison’s Happy Hour 5-6 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday in the bar. 
Mammoth Rock ‘N’ Bowl
Mon. DJ 9:00 p.m. Thurs. DJ 10 p.m. 
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour: 4 
p.m. daily. $6 dollar menu items, drink 
specials. More info: see ad p. 12
Petra’s happy hour. 5-6 p.m. Signature 
cocktails, special menu. More info: see 
ad p. 12
Roberto’s  Happy Hour: 4-6 p.m. daily. 
The Public House Local Mondays (all 
local beers $5 a pint).
Famous Slocums Happy Hour   
Weekdays: 4-6 p.m. Saturday 4-5:30 p.m 
More info: See ad p. 7
T-Bar Social Club in June Lake.
More info: www.tbarsocialclub.com. 
Giovanni’s Happy Hour daily 4-6 p.m. 
Lg. pizza & pitcher of beer = free wings. 
Shelter Distilling Open 11 a.m. -11 
p.m. daily. Happy Hour - Half off all 
drinks  Mon.-Thurs. 2-4 p.m. Taco 
Tuesday 50% off Blue Agave Cocktails + 
$3 Tacos. More info: See ad p. 26
Side Door Café & Wine Bar. Happy 
Hour: 3-6 p.m. daily. 20+ wines by the 
glass.
The Mogul happy hour 5:30-6:30 p.m. in 
the bar with food and drink specials. 
Bleu Handcrafted Foods Daily Happy 
Hour 5-6 p.m. $5 Beer, Wine and Small 
Plates.
Devils Creek Distillery tasting room 
hours. 3-6 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays. 
Location: Industrial Park, 123 
Commerce Dr. 
53 Kitchen & Cocktails happy hour 
daily from 4-5 p.m. $4-8 eats, $3-6 drink 
specials
Black Velvet Coffee happy hour 4-6. 
Wine tastings on Wednesdays.
Rafters daily happy hour 4-6 p.m. All 
night happy hour on Thursday. 
Jimmy’s Taverna 4-6 p.m. Happy hour 
every day 4-6 p.m. with special menu at 
the bar. 
Lakanuki happy hour 3-6 p.m. daily. 
Mammoth Tavern Happy hour 4-5:30 
p.m. Half off draft beer, well drinks and 
wine. App specials

Friday, February 28/
Tim Norton & Friends @ T-Bar Social 
Club. Time: 8 p.m.

Saturday, February 29/
AMP Radio High Elevation Party on 
the sundeck of the Yodler at Main. AMP 
Radio’s Krystal Bee hosts as DJ Alex 
spins. Time: 1-5 p.m. Bavarian-inspired 
drinking games every hour on the hour. 

Sunday, March 1/
Get Lei’d at JLB & Ohanas395
@ June Lake Brewing. Pig roast and beer 
specials all day. Time: 12-5 p.m. Best 
huila dancer competes for $100 at 4 p.m. 
Your best Hawaiian shirt gets you a beer 
shot. Free leis while supplies last. More 
Info: see ad p. 19

Tuesday, March 3/
Trivia Tuesday @ Mammoth Brewing 
Company. Time: 7 p.m.  
Wagner Wine Tasting @ Side Door 
Wine Bar in the Village. $20 at the door, 
Time: 6-8 p.m. Info: 760.934.5200. 

Friday, February 28/
“Pretty Strong” Film Screening @ Inyo 
Council for the Arts. “Pretty Strong” 
follows eight of the world’s strongest 
female climbers as they explore new 
climbing areas, send hard projects, and 
push the boundaries of the sport and 
themselves. $10 at the door, 7-10 p.m. 
Locals Night Out in June Lake. Swing 
by the June Lake Community Center for 
a dinner and raffle. Call or text Sarah at 
858.668.6340 to RSVP, tickets are $20, 
limited entrance so move fast. 
Dance Party @ Bishop Senior Center
There will be a free cha-cha lesson at 
7 p.m with live music at 7:30 p.m. All 
styles welcome, feel free to bring a 
potluck appetizer. 
#ThankYou Dave: A Celebration of 
Dave McCoy’s Life. In honor of Dave 
McCoy, Mammoth will be extending 
operating hours to 5 p.m. on select lifts 
and offering free lift tickets starting at 
3 p.m. for those without a lift ticket/
Ikon Pass. Scenic Gondola Rides free 
all day. 5:15 p.m. communal gathering 
slopeside at Main Lodge. 

Saturday, February 29/
Woolly’s Saturday Parade @ the Village 
Time: 3:45-4:30 p.m. Face painting. 
Dance Party. Parade. All ages welcome.
Cookies and Cocoa with Bucky
@ June Mountain. Join Bucky, June 
Mountain’s mascot, for cookies, cocoa, 
and a dance party around the bonfire. 
Time: 2 p.m.

Coffee with the Candidate- Rhonda 
Duggan @ Crowley Lake General Store. 
Time: 8 a.m. - 10 a.m.
ESIA’s Alabama Hills Natural History 
Interpretive Hike. Hear geological 
and cultural tales on a short walk 
through corridors and mounds nestled 
in the Sierra Nevada Foothills. Come 
prepared. Meet at the Arch Loop Trail 
Parking @ 10 a.m. Info: Call Dave 
Kirk at 760.872.5000 or John Kelly @ 
760.872.1220. 
C5 workshop with Erin Boehme. 
Topic: Risky Play and Children. Time: 
9:30 a.m. ‘til noon at C5 Studios in 
Bishop, located on Warren Street in the 
former JC Penney space. More info/
register: www.c5studios.org. 

February 28-March 1/
8th Annual JLA Banked Slalom @ 
Mammoth Mountain. Honoring the life 
of Jeff Anderson. See sidebar next page.

Sunday, March 1/
Sierra Club Cross Country Ski
Explore the west side of the Scenic Loop 
with the Sierra Club on a 5 or 10.7-mile 
loop depending on weather and snow 
conditions. Come prepared, meet at 
Union Bank parking lot @ 10 a.m. 
Info: contact Vivian Barron at: 
barrontoo@gmail.com

Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

LEAP YEARS ARE AWESOME
ONE EXTRA DAY TO BUY BEER

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

info@MammothInsurance.com
625 Old Mammoth Rd, Mammoth Lakes

MammothInsurance.com

AUTO - HOME - COMMERCIAL - HEALTH 

Alicia Olson
LIC # 0I19200

OWNERS/BROKERS

Eric Olson
LIC # 0783148

CALL 760-934-2200

calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC
Wednesday, March 4/
Local Wednesdays featuring live 
music @ Shelter Distillery. $10 
cocktails and $5 beers while the music 
plays. Buy a bottle, Get a cocktail.

March 6-7/
June Lake Winter Jam @ T-Bar Social 
Club in June Lake. Two nights of music 
featuring Hempstring Orchestra on 
Friday and Groove Session on Saturday. 
See ad p. 3

TOWN STUFF



calendar of events
Mule Deer Migration Corridor 
Field Trip

Eastern Sierra Land Trust hosst its 
annual Mule Deer Migration Corridor 
Field Trip on Saturday, March 7th from 
2-4 p.m. 

Hear updates on the herd from wild-
life biologist and mule deer expert Tim 
Taylor of California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife.

Enjoy scenic valley views as we 
watch the deer on their bi-annual 
journey.

Bring your whole family - kids love 
this outing! Please leave pets at home.

For meeting location and to RSVP, 
contact Marie at marie@eslt.org or 
760-873-4554

JLA Banked Slalom

The Banked Slalom returns Febru-
ary 28-March 1, taking over Lower Dry 
Creek on Mammoth Mountain for a 
weekend of snowboard-only shred-
ding with plenty of apres following the 
action.

The JLA Project was founded 15 
years ago after the passing of snow-
boarder Jeff Anderson. The original 
goal of the foundation was to build a 
skate park in Mammoth Lakes, now the 
renowned Volcom Brothers Skate Park. 
The next goal, or Phase 2 of the Foun-
dation, is maintaining and improving 
the Skate Park each year, as well taking 
an emphasis on a renewed nurturing 
support of the sport of snowboarding 
from a grassroots level. The JLA Project 
is a movement to remind the com-
munity that snowboarding is an entire 
lifestyle. All proceeds from entry fees 
benefit The JLA Project.

Blue Ribbon Walk/Run 

NIH will host the 3rd annual Blue 
Ribbon Walk and Run on March 7 in 
support of the Eastern Sierra Cancer 
Alliance. 

Time: Registration 8 a.m., 3K, 5K, 
10K walk/run start 9 a.m. 

Location: Brown's Town camp-
ground at 395/Schober Ln. 

More info: Rosie @ 760.873.2023 or 
see ad p. 6. 

June Lake Winter Jam

... Takes place March 6-7 @ the T-Bar 
Saloon in June Lake and features a 
different band each night. Hempstring 
Orchestra plays on the 6th and Groove 
Sessions plays the 7th. Tickets: $20 
donation which goes to the Mono Arts 
Council to help support this year's 
June Lake Jam, which takes place in 
September, as well as local school mu-
sic programs. Your donation will also 
get you some free swag. 

Info: 760.914.2909/see ad p. 3. 

Eastern Sierra Cancer Alliance Walk-
Run Fundraiser

The third annual Walk-Run Fun-
draiser will take place on Saturday, 
March 7 at 9 a.m. at Brown's Town 
Campground in Bishop. 

The event begins at 9 a.m. with a pre-
event continental breakfast

Advance: $30 Adults, $10 Kids 12 & 
under; Day Of:  $35 Adults, $15 Kids 12 

TOWN STUFF TOWN STUFF
Monday, March 2 (cont.)/ 
Mammoth Lakes Housing Board meets 
6 p.m. Suite Z. Minaret Mall. 
Owens Valley Radio Observatory Tour
See the “Big Ears” up close and learn 
all about the Owens Valley Radio  
Observatory. Time: 1 PM to 2 PM. Info: 
Dr. Mark Hodges at 760-938-2075 (Ext 
109).
The California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife and the Sierra Nevada 
Bighorn Sheep Foundation provide 
free public field trips to view Sierra 
bighorn. Tentative date March 2. 
Meet 9 a.m. in the Bishop CDFW 
parking lot, 787 N. Main St. 
(Cottonwood Grove Shopping Center, 
behind El Pollo Loco). Come prepared. 
Bring binoculars or scopes if you 
have them. We will carpool from the 
office. Vehicles that can be driven off 
pavement are preferred. Field trips 
usually conclude by noon. Email pre-
registration to asksnbs@wildlife.ca.gov 
or call Cody Massing at 760.873.3260. 
Pre-registration is required as space is 
limited and field trips are weather and 
bighorn dependent.

Tuesday, March 3/
Recreation Commission meets 1:30 
p.m. Suite Z. Minaret Mall.
Inyo County Board of Supervisors 
meets 8:30 a.m. Board of Supervisors 
Room. 224 North Edwards, 
Independence.
Tioga Inn Community Workshop 
meets at the Lee Vining Community 
Center. Time: 6-8 p.m. 
Fly-Tying Tuesday  Join like minded fly 
fishers and fly tiers for a session of fly 
tying and discussions on fly fishing at 
Bishop Country Club golf course from 
4:30-6:30 pm. Info: call Fred Rowe at  
760.920.8325

Wednesday, March 4/
Mammoth Lakes Tourism Board meets 
1 p.m. Suite Z. Minaret Mall.
Mammoth Lakes Town Council meets 1 
p.m. Suite Z. Minaret Mall.
Mono County Fisheries Commision 
meets at the June Lake Community 
Center. Time: 10 a.m. 
Dine Out for MHS track @ Roberto's 
from 4 p.m. to close. Come out and 
support MHS track team for this special 
fundraiser.
Bridgeport Elementary School PTO 
meets at Bridgeport Elementary. Time: 
5-7 p.m. 
American Legion, Post 118 meets at 

& under. All registrations include draw-
string sportpack. Advance registration 
will take place Wednesday, March 4 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Northern Inyo 
Healthcare District Administration 
Breezeway.

The fundraiser also features a prize 
drawing with an array of prizes from 
supportive local businesses. Be sure to 
patronize these giving neighbors! Tick-
ets: $1 a piece, six for $5, 25 for $20

Questions and info: contact Rosie at 
760.873.2023

Inyo National Forest Hiring For Sum-
mer Positions

The Inyo National Forest has approx-
imately twenty seasonal job openings 
for the summer of 2020. There are posi-
tions open in Lone Pine and Bishop

The Inyo will be filling positions in 
backcountry trail maintenance, visitor 
centers, recreation, off-highway vehicle 
trail maintenance, heavy equipment 
opereation, and equipment operator 
helpoer. The positions range in pay 
from $13.25/hour to $25/hour

All positions will be posted online 
at www.usajobs.gov from March 3 
through March 9, 2020. You must apply 
by 8:59 p.m. EST on March 9. 

For information on all available posi-
tions, go to the Forest Service Employ-
ment Outreach Website at fsoutreach.
gdcii.com/outreach and search for 
positions on the Inyo National Forest 
by inputting the appropriate state and 
city. 

All applications must be submitted 
online at usajobs.gov during the appli-
cation periods above. Applicant should 
create a profile on the USAjobs website 
in advance to save time once the hiring 
process begins.

Info: MaryJane Spinar, Civil Rights 
Officer at 760.873.2477/maryjane.
spinar@usda.gov. 

Search & Rescue Recruitment

The team that searchers for lost hik-
ers and rescues trapped climbers in 
Mono County is looking for volunteers 
willing to help them accomplish their 
mission.

“The team is seeking members who 
want to be a part of a dynamic team, 
who want to get out there and help 
people, and who have the time and 
dedication it takes for trainings and 
field operations,” team member Eric 
Kaufman said.

The SAR team is the local search and 
rescue team comprised of all volunteer 
members. The team averages approxi-
mately 50 operations per year, with 
2019 being its busiest so far.

“This is a great chance to meet 
current team members, tour the 
SAR building, see what equipment is 
utilized by the team, and get all the 
information you need on this dynamic 
all-volunteer team," added Kaufman

The Mono County Sheriff’s Search 
and Rescue team’s annual recruitment 
drive is on March 19, 2020, at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday in Mammoth Lakes. The 
drive will be held at the SAR building 
located at 1315 Meridian Blvd, behind 
the Mammoth Community Water Dis-
trict’s building.

Info: visit http://www.monosar.org or 
call 619.752.0976.

the Elks Lodge in Bishop. All veterans 
are welcome. Time: 6 p.m. Info: call Ray 
White at 760.873.6690

Thursday, March 5/
Northern Mono County Hospice 
Meeting @ Walker Community Center. 
Time: 5-6 p.m. 
March 4-5/
Art & Wine: Acrylic series with Kristen 
Shipke - Mosaic Shapes. Day 1 is 
decorating shapes with mosaic pieces. 
The second day you will grout your 
work. Time: 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. both days.
Tickets: $75, includes materials and a 
glass of wine. Info: monoarts.org

Saturday, March 7/
Full Moon Snowshoe Tour @ 
Tamarack. Take in the moon-lit scenic 
beauty on this after-dark snowshoe 
excursion. Depart the Ski Center at 7PM 
for a 1.5-hour guided tour, then gather 
for dessert and hot drinks in front of 
the fireplace back at Tamarack Lodge. 
Rentals included. Space is limited. For 
reservations, call 800.626.6684
Lone Pine Early Opener Trout Derby 
@ Diaz Lake.  Sign up runs from 6-8 
a.m., derby starts at 6:30 a.m and 
goes until weigh-in at 3 p.m.  Prizes 
for adults, juniors up to 15 and kids 
12 and under who catch a fish. $10 
admission, kids 11 and under free. 
Info: call 760.876.4444 or email info@
lonepinechamber.org 
Eastern Sierra Cancer Alliance Walk-
Run Fundraiser. The third annual 
Walk-Run Fundraiser will take place on 
Saturday, March 7 at 9 a.m. at Brown's 
Town Campground in Bishop. Info: see 
sidebar this page.
Tahoe Film Festival Road Tour. Two 
screenings at the Edison in Mammoth at 
5 and 7:30 p.m. More info: See ad p. 3 
Bob Todd Celebration of Life @ the 
Tri-County Fairgrounds in Bishop. Starts 
1 p.m. 

March 7-8/
Unbound Series: Slopestyle/Halfpipe 
The final installment of the Unbound 
Series in the 2019-2020 season. Enter 
for a chance to qualify for the USASA 
National Championships. Registration 
runs from 7:30-8:30 a.m. at Mammoth 
Mountain Ski and Snowboard Team 
Headquarters. Info: contact Ben Wisner 
at 760.934.2571 x3144 or BWisner@
MammothResorts.com
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Help Wanted

                  NO CLASS-IFIEDS
Help Wanted Help Wanted

     Mammoth Taxi is accepting resumes 
for experienced drivers with great customer 
service and clean driving records. We are 
also looking for office staff for the right 
person with great organizational skills 
and customer service background. Please 
inquire with Scottie at 760-914-7433. www.
mammoth-taxi.com. 

  

  
     
    Vacasa is hiring full and part time house-
keepers in Mammoth Lakes/June Lake with 
pay starting at $18/hour. Apply at vacasa.
com/careers.

    Help Wanted. We are expanding! New 
jobs in all departments. Great crew and 
great products. Perks including ski pass.   
Alpine Approach and Mammoth Moun-
taineering jobs available.Apply in person. 

Elixir Superfood & Juice is hiring Ser-
vice/Kitchen Team members. Benefits incl. 
delicious shift meals and a fun and ener-
getic work environment. Apply in person or 
online at www.enjoyelixir.com/careers
   White Mountain Fire Protection District 
is in need of a Grant Writer!!  WMFPD is 
currently seeking an individual with desire 
and experience that can focus on several 
upcoming grant opportunities for our dis-
trict and community.  USDA Rural Facilities 
Grant, Assistance to Firefighters Grant and 
Supporting and Improving Rural EMS Needs 
(SIREN) Grant are but a few we would like 
to pursue.  If you have any interest or just 
want to talk to us about how you could help, 
please contact us. facebook page “White 
Mountain Fire Department” or call: 760-
933-2252
  Mammoth Ski & Racquet Club office 
Hiring now. Looking for a full time office 
assistant. Must work on Holidays, all week-
ends, and may rotate with 2 other affiliated 
offices. Phones, reservations, Customer 
Service, involved. Will train, serious candi-
dates only please. Email resume to: info@
mammothres.com

Noodle-Ly is hiring for experienced 
daytime wait staff. Dishwasher/bus person, 
prep and line cook, all shifts. 437 Old Mam-
moth Rd.

Mammoth Welding is looking for a 
hard-working, motivated, and experienced 
welder/fabricator to join our team! Full time 
position in Mammoth Lakes, CA offering 
competitive wages based on experience, 
vacation accrual, benefits, paid holidays, 
and 401k. Please email resume to: mam-
mothwelding@yahoo.com or call Luke at 
760-934-6495   

East Side Bake Shop is hiring for our 2020 
season, beginning April 9th! Accepting re-
sumes for Baker/Prep Cook/Counter Service 
positions. Email: eastsidebakeshop@gmail.
com or call 760.914.2696

   
 

Sierra Employment Services, Inc.
 is hiring PT & FT for:

MCWD Asst Engineer ML
MCWD Heavy Eq Oper ML $26-$30
MCWD Const & Maint ML $20-$22
Staffing Operations Mgr ML $DOE

Staffing Branch Mgr ML $DOE
Journey Electrician ML $30-$35

ASE Mechanic B $16-$18 +Comm
Bookkeeper B & ML $DOE
Medical Assistant B $15.83

Tow Truck Driver ML $16-$20
Painters ML $15-$24

Call Us Today
760-924-0523 or 760-873-8599
www.SierraEmployment.com

For Rent

   Alpenhof Lodge is accepting applications 
for winter employment. We are looking for 
full and part time team members for year 
round and seasonal positions. Applicants 
must be able to work weekends and holi-
days. Day and evening front desk shifts, 
housekeeping shifts are avail able. Please 
apply in person at 6080 Minaret Rd, Mam-
moth
     
Mono County Superior Court is seeking a 
licensed attorney to serve as Family Law 
Facilitator and Self-Help Center Program 
Coordinator assisting self-represented 
litigants in Mono County in a variety of fam-
ily law matters including child and spousal 
support. This is a part-time, independent 
contractor, position with an annual salary of 
$85,828.92. Visit https://www.mono.courts.
ca.gov/generalinfo/employment.htm for 
position description containing applica-
tion instructions. You may also contact the 
Superior Court at (760) 923-2321 or pick up 
position information at the Mammoth Lakes 
Branch; 100 Thompsons Way, Mammoth 
Lakes. Closing Date: Open until filled.
EOE/AAE/ADAE

   Seeking Lodgers for my spare bedrooms 
in Mammoth Knolls. Upscale home and 
neighborhood located three-tenths of a mile 
uphill from the Village. 31 day or longer 
contract required by zoning. Possible master 
bedroom upgrade during holidays.
Inquire at bowesdavid1@yahoo.com for 
photos, rates and calendar possibilities. 
    2BDR home in Bishop available for 
nightly rental. Creek, trees, views. Livestock 
on premises so no dogs, please. Call Lunch 
to inquire. 760.937.4613.
    House For Rent/Ski Haus 3BDR, 3BA 
49 Old Mammoth $3300.00 (310) 283-3833

   Mammoth Spa Creations is looking for 
an additional member for it’s team. We cur-
rently have an immediate opening for a spa 
maintenance / technician position. This is 
a Full Time Position (Monday through Fri-
day). This position offers vacation accrual, 
benefits and paid holidays. Experience is 
preferred, but not required. Heavy lifting is 
required. Please call 760-924-3091 or stop 
by the store located at 1401 Tavern Road 
Mammoth Lakes for more information and 
to pick up an application. Resumes can be 
e-mailed to mammothspa@aol.com. 
   Vacation Rental company seeks (FT (w/
benefits) or PT) local maintenance techs 
($20/h) and housekeepers (great piece rate, 
we have linen strippers to do heavy lift-
ing). Must be a team player and have great 
attitude. Email: recruiting@fivestarlodging.
com to apply.
   Manager Trainee, La Residence con-
dos.$29,952/year, 4 days/week, 32 hours.
Snow removal, maintenance, Jacuzzi, etc.
Must have own living accommodations.
Responsible, capable candidates call Scott at 
(760) 934-3939 Or Wayne at (760) 934-4990

Secretary of the Board/Bookkeeper-
Needed for small community services in 
Crowley Lake. Part-time position. Pay range 
$20-25/hr.  For more information and to fill 
out application email info@hiltoncreekcsd.
com 
    Tonik is seeking PT/FT help. Fun place to 
work, especially if you’re into clothes and 
fashion. Stop by the store on Old Mammoth 
Road for an application. 760.924,7727

  

     Mammoth Chevron Seeking experi-
enced cashier/customer service associate.  
Must be honest, personable and enjoy mak-
ing customers smile! Day and evening shifts 
available.$17.50+ per hour starting pay & 
vacation benefits for qualified individuals.
Apply in person.

     Crowley Lake Fish Camp Has jobs avail-
able for the upcoming season!We are looking 
for full-time and part-time Dock Workers, as 
well as an Outdoor Custodian.Please email 
your resume to crowleylakefishcamp@
gmail.com or write to us to learn more. 
    
   General Manager/Plant Operator
Needed for small district in Crowley Lake.  
Seeking a self-motivated individual to per-
form a variety of functions related to operat-
ing, repairing, and maintaining the Dis-
trict's wastewater collection and treatment 
facilities.  Full time position for wastewater 
operator with Grade lll certificate or Grade ll 
certificate with an ability to obtain a Grade 
lll certificate within 12 months.  $65-$85K 
Salary range with full benefits. 

Great Basin Unified Air Pollution 
Control District Field Services Technician 
(Fst) I Or Ii

Keeler Office (Full-Time, with benefits)
Under general supervision, assist in the 
collection of information on the location, 
frequency  duration and severity of dust 
storms from the Owens and Mono Lakes 
and the identify dust sources using scientific 
methods and instrumentation such as sand 
flux monitors, video surveillance, air moni-
toring equipment, observation mapping, 
and GPS surveying; and preform related 
duties as required.

Education and Experience:                    
Field Services Technician I ($4,896-5,951 per 
month, DOQ):  The entry and training level 
class of the series.

1) Four years of experience in the op-
eration and maintenance of scientific or 
mechanical instrumentation, machinery, or 
equipment; or

2)  completion of two years of college with 
major course work in electronics, and/or a 
Bachelor’s degree in an environmental sci-
ence or electronics, or 

3) any combination of training and/ or 
experience that could likely provide the 
desired knowledge and abilities.

Field Services Technician II ($5,408-
6,573 per month, DOQ):  The fully experi-
enced, journey-level class of the series.

1)Four years of experience in the op-
eration and maintenance of scientific or 
mechanical instrumentation, machinery, 
or equipment, experience in Information 
Technology (IT) including network com-
munications, programming, data storage 
systems and/ or two years’ experience as a 
Field Services Technician I or equivalent; or

2)Bachelor’s degree in an environmental 
science or electronics and/or two years of 
experience as an Field Services Technician I 
or equivalent, and/or experience that could 
likely provide the desired knowledge and 
abilities.

For more information and job application 
please visit: http://www.gbuapcd.org/em-
ployment or gbuapcd.bamboohr.com/jobs 
Applications and materials for this position 
should be submitted by March 9, 2020, 4:00 
pm. Only electronic submissions through 
the website will be accepted.

Help Wanted

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Mammoth Rocks Motorcycle Rally

Thomas S. Parker
1935 Meridian Blvd., P.O. Box 343
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a individual. 
The registrant has not yet begun to trans-
act business under the fictitious business 
name listed herein. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on January 27, 2020. 
File Number 20-026
2020-0018 (2/8, 2/15, 2/22, 2/29)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Station 81

Station 81, LLC
587 Old Mammoth Rd., #9, P.O. Box 5032
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a limited li-
ability co. The registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed herein. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on February 12, 
2020. File Number 20-033
TS #2020-0025 (2/22, 2/29, 3/7, 3/14)

Mammoth Community Water Dis-
trict’s Operations Department is currently 
recruiting for one permanent Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Operator position in the 
Wastewater Treatment Division.  FOR AP-
PLICATION INFORMATION/TO APPLY:  
Please see the District website http://www.
mcwd.dst.ca.us/employment.html.

 Maintenance Personnel Needed Full-
time or Part-time for property management 
maintenance. Looking for a responsible and 
reliable person with past property main-
tenance experience. Flexible hours, year 
round. Inquire to TJ@mammothresortman-
agement.com

Mono County Behavioral Health has 
two open positions. Psychiatric Specialist I 
and Psychiatric Specialist III. Minimum of 
two years experience in behavioral health 
program counseling. Must be able to obtain 
a California drivers license. Special Benefits 
available. Annual Salary range $29.88-
$44.25 per hr. Application deadline March 
6, 2020. Submit applications on our website 
www.monocounty.ca.gov, email hr@mono.
ca.gov or call (760) 932-5412

 

 

DEPUTY CLERK 
MONO COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT 
Full time clerk applications are 
currently being accepted at the 
Mono County Superior Court.  This 
position is a Mon - Fri 40 hr work 
week.  Monthly $2,872 to $4,575 
DOE with excellent benefits. A full 
job description and application are 
available online at 
www.mono.courts.ca.gov/generalin
fo/employment.htm or the 
Courthouse at 100 Thompsons Way, 
Mammoth Lakes.   
Accepting applications until 4pm on 
Tuesday March 10, 2020.  Postmarks 
allowed.  EOE/AAE/ADAE 

www.mono.courts.ca.gov 
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Notice of Preparation of Supp. EIR
NOTICE INVITING BIDS
CAP 20-006-46421
The Town of Mammoth Lakes will receive sealed bids for 
the work shown on the plans entitled:
Transit Facility Heating
In the Town of Mammoth Lakes for
The Town of Mammoth Lakes, California

Bids will be received at the Office of the Town Clerk of the 
Town of Mammoth Lakes located at:
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite 230,
Mammoth Lakes, California  93546
until 4:00PM on Thursday, March 26 at which time they 
will be publicly opened and read.
Proposal forms and Contract Documents for this work are 
included in the specifications.
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Project includes the supply 
and installation of (3) new forced air heating units and 
(1) boiler, and associated electrical, water and LPG 
connections and venting, and removal of obsolete heaters 
and ductwork at the Town of Mammoth Lakes Transit 
Facility located at 210 Commerce Drive.  The engineer’s 
estimate for this project is between $60,000 and $80,000.  
The work includes full compliance with all applicable 
laws, rules and regulations.  The work shall be completed 
within the time set forth in the Contract.
Plans and specifications may be obtained for a 
NONREFUNDABLE FEE as listed below:

Plans & Specifications 
(incl. bid forms)
Picked up at the Town Offices         $25.00
Shipped UPS, FedEx, or US Mail    $75.00

To order the plans and specifications by telephone call 
(760) 965-3657.  
Project information is available on the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes website at https://www.townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov/bids.aspx. To be listed on the Bidders 
List the Contractor should email acallanan@
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov with all bidder information 
including project name, name, affiliation, phone number, 
fax number, and email address.

A mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held on Thursday, 
March 19 at 3:00PM at the conference room at the Town 
Offices, located at 437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite 230, 
Mammoth Lakes, California.

The Contractor shall have a valid Class B or C-4 
Contractor license and a current Town of Mammoth 
Lakes Business Tax Certificate and shall maintain all 
required licenses throughout the duration of the Contract. 
The Contractor shall demonstrate their qualifications 
by having adequate equipment in good working order, 
experience, and ability to perform work.  The Town will be 
the sole judge as to the qualifications of each bidder.

Notice Inviting Bids
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Notice of Preparation of a Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report for the Casa Diablo IV Geothermal Power 
Plant Project

The Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District 
will be the Lead Agency pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and will prepare a 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) for 
the proposed Casa Diablo IV Geothermal Power Plant 
Project (proposed Project). 

The District is preparing the SEIR in response to the 2019 
Appellate Court’s decision in Covington v. Great Basin 
Unified Air Pollution Control District (2019) 43 Cal.
App.5th 867, which resolved a CEQA challenge to the 
2013 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)/EIR for the 
proposed Project.

In response to the decision made by the Court of Ap-
peals, the SEIR will focus exclusively on the feasibility of 
additional mitigation measures proposed in comments 
provided on the 2013 Draft EIS/EIR to limit the fugitive 
emissions of reactive organic gas (ROG).
 
If it is determined that the additional mitigation measures 
are feasible, then the SEIR will evaluate the potential 
measures under the CEQA Guidelines, including Section 
15126.4, and the environmental impacts that would result 
from implementing them. Consistent with CEQA Guide-
lines Section 15234(d), which defines the scope of what a 
Lead Agency must consider in the event of a remand, the 
SEIR will not revisit topics broader than those identified 
by the Court as deserving additional attention.

Copies of the Notice of Preparation will be available for 
review at the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control 
District office, located at 157 Short Street, Bishop, CA. A 
Copy of the Notice of Preparation may also be obtained 
online at http://www.gbuapcd.org under What’s New, or 
by contacting the District by email at permits@gbuapcd.
org.

Comments will be accepted during the 30-day scoping 
period that will commence on February 26, 2020, and 
ending at 5:00 p.m. on March 27, 2020. 
Comments may be submitted via email to permits@
gbuapcd or via mail or hand delivery to the District’s of-
fice at 157 Short Street, Bishop, CA 93514. 

Names and addresses of commenters will become part 
of the public record. For further information, contact 
Ann Logan, Deputy Air Pollution Control Officer at (760) 
872-8211.

TS #2020-0027

from Mammoth that try to land in 
Bishop and can’t (for the same reasons 
they couldn’t land in Mammoth), and 
no one wants to talk about that. In the 
summer months it is harder to land in 
Bishop because of the heat.”

One of the documents Truax gave 
the Sheet was a mapping of cross winds 
in Bishop and Mammoth. Essentially, 
Mammoth has higher wind speeds but 
the cross winds are mainly from one 
direction. Bishop has less intense cross 
winds but from two main directions. 
Mammoth was calm 30% of the time 
while Bishop was calm 21% of the time.

Still, certain parties have had bad 
experiences with Mammoth Airport as 
John Mueller, owner of John’s Pizza and 
Outlaw Saloon, told the Sheet, “I have 
had my flight cancelled multiple times. 
I just want consistent air travel to the 
Eastern Sierra. Personally I would rather 
have the airport in Bishop.” Mueller did 
mention his business is not as invested 
as other lodge/business owners and 
described the goal of the airport as being 
‘reliable air service to the Eastern Sierra.’

Another reason to move the airport to 
Bishop would be the bigger runway that 
can handle planes like a 737 which is the 
end goal of the airport; providing long-
haul flights to destinations that have 
previously been untapped. Raimondo 
questioned this as well, “Airports are in 
the for-profit business. The bottom line 
is are you filling the seats? You have to 
fill airplanes and stop writing subsidy 
checks.” 

Raimondo may seem against the air-
port but he told the Sheet, “If the airport 
brings more people to the business in 
town then I am all for it.” He just ques-
tioned the ability of Bishop to do better 
than Mammoth when so far there has 
been no plan put in place as to how Bish-
op will be any better than Mammoth.

This is how most Mammoth business 
owners feel about the airport. The goal is 
to get more people in Mammoth Lakes 
and in the Eastern Sierra. If that is ac-
complished then everyone will be happy. 
But as of right now, it appears Bishop 
may fail in the exact same way as Mam-
moth has already.

A plan would be nice

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Range of Light Home Services

Paul Billard
111 Shady Rest Road, P.O. Box 9133
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a individual. 
The registrant will commence to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on January 22, 2020.  
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on January 22, 2020. 
File Number 20-020
2020-0023 (2/15, 2/22, 2/29, 3/7)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Braaten Law

Brad Braaten
3019A West Line Street
Bishop, CA 93514

This business is conducted by a individual. 
The registrant has not yet begun to trans-
act business under the fictitious business 
name listed herein. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on January 28, 2020. 
File Number 20-019
2020-0019 (2/8, 2/15, 2/22, 2/29)

Notice of Public Hearing  
Town Density Bonus Program Update 

General Plan Amendment (GPA) 19-002 
Zoning Code Amendment (ZCA) 19-002 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, March 4, 2020, beginning at 6 p.m. and continuing until 
finished, at the Town Council Chambers, Suite Z within the Minaret Village Shopping Center, 437 Old 
Mammoth Road the Mammoth Lakes Town Council will hear an application request for the following: 
Application Request: Consider approval of General Plan Amendment 19-002 and Zoning Code 
Amendment 19-002 to adopt the Town Density Bonus Program Update. A summary of the project is below: 
• Amend General Plan Land Use Element Policy L.2.D and Housing Element Policy H.1.C to revise the 

Town Density Bonus Program and allow more flexibility in how it is implemented. Revisions include 
not requiring all units be restricted to workforce housing in order to be eligible and a reduction in the 
eligible project size from projects with a minimum base density of 5 units to projects with a minimum 
base density of 2 units.  

• Develop Zoning Code regulations that will implement the Town density bonus program and allow for 
multi-family residential projects to obtain proportionately greater density bonuses in exchange for deed 
restricting a greater percentage of the base density units.  

PEDC Recommendation: The Planning and Economic Development Commission (PEDC) considered the 
proposed amendments at a noticed public hearing on February 12, 2020 and recommended to the Town 
Council approval of the amendments with the following modifications: (1) require density bonus units to 
comply with the livability standards for the size and distribution of units specified in Municipal Code Section 
17.136.120; and (2) outline in the proposed policy the process for the monitoring and enforcement of the 
deed restrictions.  
CEQA Determination: Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), an Addendum to the 
2016 Program Environmental Impact Report for the General Plan and Zoning Code Amendments (SCH 
#2015052072) has been prepared for this project, which determined that no new or increased 
environmental impacts beyond those previously analyzed will result from the proposed project. 
Location: Town-wide 
Zoning: Applies to all zones where multi-family residential uses are a permitted use 
Proponent: Town of Mammoth Lakes 
All persons having an interest in the proposed application request may appear before the Town Council 
either in person or represented by counsel and present testimony or may, prior to said hearing, file with the 
Executive Secretary written correspondence pertaining thereto.  Pursuant to Government Code Section 
65009(b), if this matter is subsequently challenged in court, the challenge may be limited to only those 
issues raised at the public hearing described in this notice or in written correspondence delivered to the 
Town of Mammoth Lakes at, or prior to, the public hearing.  For additional information, or to obtain a copy 
of the staff report which will be published no later than February 28, 2020, contact Nolan Bobroff, 
Associate Planner—Housing Coordinator, at (760) 965-3631. Facsimiles may be sent to (760) 934-7493 or 
e-mail at: nbobroff@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 

Mammoth Lakes Town Council  | P.O. Box 1609 | Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Bevi Bene

Bevi Bene, LLC
587 Old Mammoth Rd., #9, P.O. Box 5032
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a limited li-
ability co. The registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed herein. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on February 12, 
2020. File Number 20-032
TS #2020-0026 (2/22, 2/29, 3/7, 3/14)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Handyman Services 

Matthew Avery 
449 Sierra Manor Road, P.O. Box 9020
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a individual. 
The registrant will commence to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on February 1, 2020.  
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on February 20, 
2020. File Number 20-041
2020-0028 2/29, 3/7, 3/14, 3/21)

Each bid must be accompanied by a certified or cashier’s 
check payable to the order of the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes, or by a bid bond in the sum of not less than 
10% of the total amount of the bid, as a guarantee that 
the bidder will enter into the proposed contract if it 
be awarded him/her.  A labor and materials bond and 
faithful performance bond each equal to 100% of the bid 
are required to be provided by the awarded contractor.  
All bonds shall be executed by an admitted surety insurer 
meeting the requirements of California Code of Civil 
Procedure Section 995.120.

The Director of Industrial Relations has determined the 
general prevailing rate of per diem wages in the locality 
in which this work is to be performed for each craft or 
type of worker needed to execute the Contract which will 
be awarded to the successful bidder, copies of which are 
on file and will be made available to any interested party 
upon request at Town Hall or online at http://www.dir.
ca.gov/dlsr.  

A copy of these rates shall be posted by the successful 
bidder at the job site.  The successful bidder and all 
subcontractor(s) under him/her, shall comply with 
all applicable Labor Code provisions, which include, 
but are not limited to the payment of not less than the 
required prevailing rates to all workers employed by 
them in the execution of the Contract, the employment 
of apprentices, the hours of labor and the debarment of 
contractors and subcontractors.

Pursuant to Labor Code sections 1725.5 and 1771.1, 
all contractors and subcontractors that wish to bid 
on, be listed in a bid proposal, or enter into a contract 
to perform public work must be registered with the 
Department of Industrial Relations.  No bid will be 
accepted nor any contract entered into without proof of 
the contractor’s and subcontractors’ current registration 
with the Department of Industrial Relations to perform 
public work.  If awarded a Contract, the Bidder and 
its subcontractors, of any tier, shall maintain active 
registration with the Department of Industrial Relations 
for the duration of the Project. Notwithstanding the 
foregoing, the contractor registration requirements 
mandated by Labor Code sections 1725.5 and 1771.1 shall 
not apply to work performed on a public works project 
that is exempt pursuant to the small project exemption 
specified in Labor Code sections 1725.5 and 1771.1.
Pursuant to Public Contract Code section 22300, the 
successful bidder may substitute certain securities for 
funds withheld by the Town to ensure performance 
under the Contract.

This Project is subject to compliance monitoring and 
enforcement by the Department of Industrial Relations.  
In bidding on this project, it shall be the Bidder’s 
sole responsibility to evaluate and include the cost of 
complying with all labor compliance requirements under 
this contract and applicable law in its bid.
The Contract will be awarded to the responsible 
bidder submitting the lowest responsive bid on the 
base bid alone.  The Town reserves the right to waive 
any informality or irregularity in a bid. The Town of 
Mammoth Lakes reserves the right to reject any and/
or all bids, or to utilize any alternative procedures 
authorized by the Public Contract Code Sections 
20166 and 20167.  Submission of a bid shall be deemed 
conclusive evidence that the bidder has thoroughly 
examined the plans, specifications and the site of all work 
and the bid takes all costs into account.  Each bid shall 
remain good for a minimum of sixty (60) days after bid 
opening.

Technical questions should be directed to Amy Callanan 
at the Office of the Director of Public Works, Town of 
Mammoth Lakes, California, by telephone (760) 965-3657 
or email acallanan@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. Oral 
clarifications are non-binding and any changes shall be 
issued by written addenda only.

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, CALIFORNIA
Jamie Gray, TOWN CLERK
DATED:  Feb 25, 2020            
                                                                                                                                              
TS #2020-0029

Notice Inviting Bids cont.
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Keller Williams will be playing at Snowcreek on June 25

I always wanted to 

bring bigger names to 

town.

”

“

-John Rea
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known artists. 
“We can’t wait for the perfect venue,” 

Casey said, “John Rea really presented 
a passionate idea that was different. It 
gives him the ability to ticket and that’s 
a huge thing.”

The idea of hosting a concert at Snow-
creek began as an entirely different 
proposition. John Rea, owner of Mam-
moth Media Productions and the driv-
ing force behind Summer Jam, reached 
out to John Morris, Director of Op-
erations at Snowcreek and MLT Board 
Chair, to gauge the possibility of hosing 
a Backcountry Games event on the golf 
course during the winter. While that 
initial proposition fell through, Rea later 
proposed hosting a 
concert at Snowcreek 
and Morris agreed to 
donate the space. 

Morris called the 
event a “tester” in 
terms of assessing 
Snowcreek’s viability 
as a concert venue, 
noting “For mam-
moth in general, it’ 
nice to have some 
different venues that 
you try.” He ex-
plained that Snow-
creek would not be 
receiving any of the 
revenue generated by 
ticket, merchandise, 
or bar sales from the concert, instead 
viewing the event as “exposure, market-
ing, name recognition” with the op-
portunity of “Getting people out to golf 
course and the property, getting more 
rooms filled.” 

As part of their hosting duties, Snow-
creek is offering a package deal for the 
Summer Jam weekend that includes 
discounted tickets for the Keller Wil-
liams show. 

For John Rea, bringing a bigger name 
like Keller Williams to Mammoth Lakes 
is part of a longer-term plan to revamp 
the town’s music. “I always wanted to 
bring bigger names to town,” Rea said, 
“Mammoth’s not really known for its 
live music.” While Summer Jam is a part 
of Rea’s vision, bringing in bigger names 
like Keller Williams is a key step in mov-
ing that vision forward. 

“An event like this requires a lot of 
town to be involved…that requires 
breaking some barriers,” Rea told the 

Sheet. He explained that breaking bar-
riers in this instance referred to getting 
everyone on the same page and working 
hard to pull off the concert.”

While Rea has assumed a good deal of 
financial risk in putting on the con-
cert, he was adamant that the purpose 
behind it all was not profits. “That’s not 
really what this is about or what it’s ever 
been about,” Rea explained, “If you have 
good reasons for doing it and passion, 
that’s going to make money.” A portion 
of the proceeds from the concert will go 
to the Mono Arts Council, something 
Rea stressed as important due to his 
own commitment to original music and 
art. 

If the concert 
proves to be a suc-
cess, Rea already 
has plans for next 
year; if not, “Back 
to the drawing 
board”, he said. 
Rea defined suc-
cessful in this case 
as 1,000 attendees 
at the concert. 

 Morris’ posi-
tion as MLT Board 
Chair has drawn 
some scrutiny over 
the allocations 
committee deci-
sion to give money 
to the concert, 

something that Rea sees as irrelevant in 
the whole process. 

“[Morris] is making a great business 
decision,” Rea said, noting that in a 
town the size of Mammoth, there was 
always bound to be scrutiny. 

Morris was not present for voting 
on the funding and would have been 
required to abstain had he been pres-
ent. He mentioned that “In as far as the 
funding that goes for the event, I would 
have voted…for other things, other con-
certs, other similar types of things.”

“Snowcreek really isn’t benefitting 
from this from a revenue standpoint in 
terms of the concert, or the liquor sales 
or anything like that…we’re just giving 
space + putting packages together, Mor-
ris said. “Again, it’s not something that i 
feel like we are inappropriately benefit-
ting from. I didn’t vote specifically be-
cause I didn’t want people to think that 
there was any sort of impropriety there.”

PHOTO: MILO FARINEAU FROM KELLERWILLIAMS.NET
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TAHOE ADVENTURE FILM FEST

Todd Offenbacher

LOCAL BRIEFS

Mammoth Lakes Repertory The-
atre (MLRT) Artistic Director 
Shira Dubrovner, can’t wait to 

catch up with Todd Offenbacher when 
he returns to Mammoth on March 7 
to present his Film Festival Road Tour.  
There are two screenings – one at 5:00 
PM and the other at 7:30 PM, with Todd 
introducing each film and sharing 
insights into the compendium of ultra-
exciting adventure films

“Todd always has a wide range of 
sports/adventure films that defy gravity 
and reason,” stated Dubrovner. “Todd 
has been bringing his Road Tour to 
Mammoth for nine years and he never 
fails to get the audience pumped.’”

“Lots of the films this year have not 
been seen anywhere else before,” added 
Offenbacher, who bills his festival as “the 
next best thing to doin’ it.”

The list of films this year includes the 
following:

Wizard - Ming Poon, snowboarder – a 
TAFF Premiere

UnReal- Brandon Seminik – “If you 
haven’t seen it yet, stop what you’re 
doing and watch it now! This may be the 
single best video segment in the World. 
Brandon Semenuk is flawless and this 
might just leave you speechless.” Inter-
national Mountain Bike Magazine

Originate- Michelle Park skiing - a 
TAFF Premiere - Follow Michelle Parker 
and her crew of like-minded athletes in 
their pursuit of the best snow and steep-
est lines in the world.

For the Love of Mary- “This film tells 
the story of 97-year-old George Etzwei-
ler’s race up Mount Washington, the 
northeast’s tallest peak, where he’s set 
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FULL MOON SNOWSHOE TOURS
Take in the moon-lit scenic beauty on this after-dark snowshoe 
excursion. Depart the Ski Center at 7PM for a 1.5-hour guided tour, 
then gather for dessert and hot drinks in front of the � replace back 
at Tamarack Lodge. The tour is $65 and includes snowshoe rentals. 

JANUARY 8 & 9, FEBRUARY 7 & 8, MARCH 7
Space is limited – reservations required.

the record for oldest finisher for nearly 
10 years. The 7.6-mile race climbs nearly 
4,700 ft in elevation and gets more dif-
ficult for George every year. Still, he 
continues to complete it with the sup-
port of friends and his late wife Mary, 
who he knows is by his side.” Trailrunner 
Magazine

Scott Gaffney - a profile of the snow 
sports filmmaker - a TAFF Premiere

Up to Speed – experience the extremes 
of speed climbing

Street Surfers - Watch as surfer and 
ocean activist Frank Solomon highlights 
the importance of two street surfers and 
waste collectors in Johannesburg in a 
new documentary.

Scratching the Surface – featuring 
High Sierra skiing - a TAFF Premiere

For more information and/or to pur-
chase tickets visit us at MammothLakes-
RepertoryTheatre.org.

WHEN: Saturday March 7 at either 
5:00PM or 7:30PM

WHERE: Edison Theatre, 100 College 
Parkway, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

COST: Tickets online:  $12; Tickets at 
the door $15 - No discounts

RESERVE TICKETS: www.Mam-
mothLakesRepertoryTheatre.org

the Ski School at Diamond Peak and he 
worked at Mount Hutt in New Zealand 
as well as a season in Australia. Jack 
was the chairman of the national PSIA 
Education Steering Committee which 
influenced the direction of ski teaching 
in the entire nation for several decades 
since his contribution. He also found 
time to earn a pilot’s license, maintain 
a single digit golf handicap and hike the 
210 mile John Muir Trail in both direc-
tions!

In recent times Jack worked with 
Disabled Sports Eastern Sierra to train 
volunteers in teaching methodology 
and to work on their personal skiing 
and demonstrations. He regularly took 
groups out for Operation Mountain 
Freedom during Wounded Warriors Ski 
Week.

Public service was a natural outlet for 
Jack Copeland. He served and enriched 
many non-profit groups including the 
Mammoth Hospital Board, Mammoth 
Lakes Foundation, Mammoth Chamber 

of Commerce and the PSIA Western Di-
vision Education Foundation. His ability 
to understand the needs of groups 
such as these was impressive, and his 
contributions were always valuable and 
useful.

Most of all, in the world of skiing Jack 
Copeland was a man of infinite curios-
ity and of continual learning. He was 
widely read and enjoyed discovering 
new ideas about teaching, learning and 
ski technique. He was always working 
on his own skiing and loved nothing 
more than to make high speed GS turns 
on firm snow and feel the ski arcing 
beneath him. Kind of like flying. 

Jack Copeland was a wonderful man 
and a class act. We miss him immensely 
and will forever cherish the gifts he gave 
us all. And, Kathy, we love you very 
much and we will continue our adven-
ture with you here in Mammoth.

John Armstrong
Mammoth Lakes



SHEET SURVEY
In anticipation of Leap Day (February 29), the Sheet asked folks around town: What will you do with your extra day?

“Skiing Mammoth”
                                   -Jane Bieneman, New York City

By Page & Hite 
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“Going to a party”
                               -Kristin Boehm, Atlanta, GA

“I’ll be at the bar.”
                       -Kelsey Whittet & Maverick, Auburn  

“Skiing”
                -BJ Gray, California

“Lobbying New York’s Governor for legal weed”
                   -Liz Wald, New York City

“JLA Banked Slalom”
                    -Molly Denson, Mammoth Lakes
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MADE IN MAMMOTH LAKES, CA

Wednesday Live Music With $10 Cocktails, $5 Beers // Open 11am - 11pm Every Day
Happy Hour 2-4pm Monday - Thursday // Taco Tuesday 1/2 Off Agave Cocktails - $3 Street Tacos

100 Canyon Blvd In The Village At Mammoth // SHELTERDISTILLING.COM

shelter distilling
Small Batch Craft Distillery, Brewery & Kitchen



PROPOSITION 13

MEASURE F

1% TOT TAX INCREASE

WHY VOTE NO?
✓ Current taxes are already allocated for schools...
    Don’t let Government use schools and our children to get taxes passed!
✓ Don’t be fooled that these funds will benefit our kids,  
    government rarely sends funds to schools as promised!
✓  Someone has to pay for increased Government spending...
      You the Tax Payer will financially support their spending!

WHY VOTE NO?
✓ Another vote to increase taxes!
✓ Another tax increase that will lead to higher rents!
✓ Our fire districts are already funded, government needs to budget better!
✓ Tell Government to use the funds already allocated for fire protection!

WHY VOTE NO?
✓ A potential tax being discussed to increase TOT Tax to 15%.
✓  This Tax will put added stress on Mammoth guests and businesses.
✓  This Tax will increase all of our costs (not just the tourists costs)!
✓  Tell your Town Council to pay for housing NOW with Measure A funds          
     currently allocated to Mammoth Lakes Tourism. 
     (Roughly an $8,000,000 + Marketing budget)
✓  Proposed tax would have no sunset after housing is built!

Citizens for Responsible Government.
Tell Government to control their spending!!

BEWARE OF VOTING CONSEQUENCES

Tell Government to live within their means like the rest of US!



A NEW
HOME 

FOR 
FAMILY

FUN

NEW CREEKHOUSE RESIDENCES ARE AVAILABLE! 
Luxury Mountain Retreats with Alpine Golf Course and Athletic Club at Mammoth Mountain.Luxury Mountain Retreats with Alpine Golf Course and Athletic Club at Mammoth Mountain.

UP TO 3 BEDS & FLEX ROOM. UP TO 2,152 SQ. FT. • SALES 877-766-9275 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM

All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalDRE #01812140.All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalDRE #01812140.
2020. All rights reserved.2020. All rights reserved.

ANOTHER LUXURY DEVELOPMENT BY THE CHADMAR GROUP
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