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MLT contemplates changing bylaws, adding non-resident to board

W

ith Scott McGuire
departing his position as an at-large
member on the Mammoth
Lakes Tourism Board, that
same board took up the question of who will be McGuire’s
replacement at MLTs board
meeting Wednesday.
Two individuals have expressed interest and applied
for the seat, Barbara Maynard,
Owner of ActNowStrategies
and Pat Foster, President of
Hot Creek Aviation.
MLT’s nominating com-

mittee, consisting of Chair
John Morris, Secretary Jeremy
Goico, and Treasurer Rhonda
Duggan, put forth their
thoughts on the candidate list,
with Morris and Goico supporting Foster, while Duggan
supported Maynard.
Duggan’s logic for supporting Maynard rested in a) her
ideas and prior board experience and b) MLT bylaws that
dictate that this specific at
large seat be filled by a resident of “the Mammoth Lakes
area” and hold a business

license in Mammoth Lakes.
Under Duggan’s interpretation, the bylaws make Foster
ineligible for the seat.
For Morris and Goico,
the feeling was that Foster’s
longevity in the community,
attendance at MLT meetings,
and Foster’s connections to air
service and Bishop make him
a potentially valuable asset to
the board.
In regard to Duggan’s
concerns about the bylaws,
Goico and Morris believe the

see MLT, page 20

Mono County coffers drying out fast
Early on in Mono County Finance Director Janet’s Dutcher
FY2020-2021 budget presentation at Tuesday’s Mono County
Board of Supervisors meeting,
she put an ominous slide on
the screen. In large bold letters
at the top: “It is imperative
that Mono County adopt a
structurally balanced General
Fund Budget”, and below in
red: “The fiscal modeling we
present today predicts the
General Fund carryover is
ZERO by June 30, 2021. Future
budget deficits, if they con-

THE YOUNG AND THE RESTLESS - PART II

While there was an attempt to cancel Tuesday’s Black Lives Matter protest in Bishop, young activists went forward anyway, with cries of “Black Lives
Matter!” and “I Can’t Breathe!” For more photos from Gayla Wolf and Jack Lunch, see pages 10-11.
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tinue, must be financed from
economic stabilization and
general reserve balances, and
other sources.”
Prior to the Covid-19
pandemic, the county had
planned to cut deficits by
approximately half in the
FY2020-2021 budget, from $3
million to around $1.2 million. The economic downturn
resulting from the pandemic
created resource losses for
the county to the tune of
$1,234,000.
At the beginning of
FY 2019-2020, the county’s
general fund contained
$6,481,000. Approximately
$2,138,000million of those
funds are not available for
spending by the county, as that
amount has been previously
earmarked for line items such
as advances to the Solid Waste
Fund, Community Development Block Grants and the
new Jail Project. The combined
deficit from the FY2019-2020
budget, $1,919,000, and the
projected $2,424,000 deficit
from FY2021-2021 will leave
the General Fund carryover
at a fat zero if changes aren’t
made.
That doesn’t mean the
county is entirely out of money. By June 30, 2021, Dutcher
estimated that, between funds
in the General Reserve (restricted to certain emergencies) and Economic Stabilization Fund (no-strings-attached
funding), the county will have
$5,375,000 in reserves remaining.
Based off of that estimate, the county will run out
of money in 3.2 years come the
end of June, 2020.
The number of moving
parts that comprise the county’s budget are too numerous

COVIDONOMICS, page 9
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AND OH WHAT HITES WE’LL HIT ...

Strange as it sounds, there can be a benefit to lousy reporting.
First, Mammoth Mountain Vice-President Eric Clark’s excerpted remarks
at Wednesday’s Mammoth Lakes Tourism board meeting:
“I wanted to comment on an article in the paper as it was related to the
TBIDness. In that article, it gave a perception that Alterra/ Mammoth Mountain is only contributing to the shared TBID. In fact, that is not accurate in
the sense that when you look at the entire business here in Mammoth. We
also contributed through lodging, through food and beverage and through
retail. I just want to make sure, especially this group understands those
numbers. Looking back at it, the first year TBID was collected in 2013, Mammoth’s businesses contributed 53% of the total TBID. The second year Mammoth contributed 48% of the total. Next year, 2015-16 it was 53%. And then
2016-17 it was 54%. 17-18 was 53%. 18-19 was 50%. So far through this year
it has been 50%. That is a total of $16 million, which is 52% of the TBID that
was collected. I think it’s important and the reason I wanted to comment on
it today is because as we progress into the renewal of the TBID, it was made
perfectly clear that the IKON pass was a product that we were not able to collect from. But the whole premise of the IKON pass was to bring people from
different destinations and help our businesses do better outside of just the
weekends. And, we are certainly seeing that. That indeed the IKON pass is
working for us and we are still contributing more than 50%.”
Reporter Zachary Hite’s response: “The irony of this is that being a bad
journalist actually compelled Eric Clark to give us the data we sought. Mammoth Lakes Tourism Executive Director John Urdi and Town Finance Director Rob Patterson told me they can only provide data segmented by industry.
The Sheet asked both Patterson and Urdi specifically if we could get data
sorted by payer. This was unavailable. Using the ski industry in last week’s
story as a proxy was the best option available. Apologies to Mr. Clark. In the
future, I’ll simply call him directly.”

With that as a backdrop ... I’ve never heard Mr. Clark advocate for a strategy/position quite as strongly as he advocated at the meeting Wednesday for
the continuation in 2020-2021 of the Denver flight and increased marketing
in the northeast.
To the point where he essentially dismissed MLT’s proposed near-term
“reimagine” marketing strategy. “We don’t even need to market locally right
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now,” he said. Visit California dollars are all focused in-state.
So he believes this is the perfect opportunity to target the northeast.
And he is absolutely correct in his position that there’s no need to market
locally right now. Our customers are clamoring at the gate. My wife is turning away 3-4 Airbnb requests on a daily basis.
Our issue this summer is not going to be visitation. There’ll be plenty of it.
Our issue is going to be capacity. How do we handle summer crowds if the
restaurants can only take half the customers, if the trolleys can only take half
the passengers, if the Red’s Meadow shuttle is canceled, if there is no Whitmore pool, no summer camps ...
But the last thing a marketing organization wants to see happen is the
town fill up without being able to take full credit for it. So trust me, there will
be a marketing campaign.
... So the way Urdi left it with Clark was: let’s not redirect money within the
budget to accommodate your request. Let’s just throw more money into the
budget - ostensibly from reserves.
But in a fairly stunning rebuke, board members McGuire (Urdi must be
tickled pink McGuire is leaving the board. Too smart and asks too many
questions), Duggan and Salcido rejected Urdi’s request that the Chamber of
Commerce be funded out of reserves, which leads one to believe they won’t
be keen on funding Clark’s proposals out of reserves either.
Point is, Urdi’s got too many fronts right now, and not enough munitions.
No more $8 million war chest. Real choices required. Efficiency required.
And the most logical retreat and repositioning would be as follows.
Dump the uber-expensive Sacramento ad agency run by the buddy you attend World Series games with.
Create a true in-house marketing department, repurposing the local talent
you have at your disposal (Maybe Clark is right. You don’t need to send Mike
Vanderhurst to Pyeongchang when Philadelphia might do. And maybe in the
Covid age you don’t send him at all, but his new territory becomes the good
ol’ USA). Have Marketing Director Gebo negotiate the ad placements with
Facebook and Google. Reach out to talented local designers and artists and
filmmakers to create some content when appropriate.
Be nimble.
You got the palpable sense on Wednesday that Urdi wishes to resume all
his old tried-and-true strategies as soon as possible. And that the playbook
will not change. Eras end, Mr. Urdi. Time to buckle up and channel your inner Bill Belichick.

PATIO
SEATING
"REAL"
Bloody Marys
Open 8am -2pm * Closed Tuesdays
760-934-6944
Next to Shell Mart Hwy 203 & Old Mammoth Rd.

IS NOW

OPE N
Welcome Back to All of Our Friends!

The General Store
8:00am – 6:00pm
Tackle, Clothing, Souveniers, Beer,
Wine and Groceries

The Aspen Grill
11:00am-3:00pm
Grilled Cheese, Filet Mignon Sliders,
Fish Tacos and More

The Restaurant at Convict Lake
5:00pm – Close
Casual and Elegant Dining In and On the Green

Marina Hours 7:00am-7:00pm
Kayaks, Paddle Boards, Boats and Pontoons

Hiking, Fishing, Dining, Boating - Fun In the Sun
MASK UP, SOCIAL DISTANCE AND STAY SAFE!

PH: 760-934-3800 www.convictlake.com
This institution is an equal-opportunity provider. This program is operated under special use permit with the Inyo National Forest.
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LETTERS

B is for ... brilliant

Dear Editor,
I want to thank the Mono County
Board of Supervisors for choosing the
well-thought out Option B moving
forward during this tough time. After
all the phone calls pushing for an early
opening,
I felt the rest of us in Mammoth and
Mono County were not being heard. I
am greatly relieved that you are continuing to stay the course and proceeding
with caution and care. Dr. Boo and the
EOC have been working incredibly hard,
using their many years of knowledge
and expertise, to keep us safe during this
pandemic and I for one greatly appreciate all they have done.
Margaret Wahl
Mammoth Lakes

Cage-free
Dear Editor:
Not all support for re-opening more
quickly is coming from frustrated and
angry business owners in Mono County.
I am not one of those people, yet support
a quicker re-opening than public health
officials want to do. I have four close
friends and relatives who got COVID-19
and recovered and know through my
personal and business associations
about half a dozen more.
I believe Governor Newsom and Mono

County Public Health Officer Dr. Boo’s
public policy relative to the known science about this virus is wrong. Flat out
wrong. I think their continuing support
of extensive “shelter in place” hinders
low risk, healthy people from getting
exposed to the virus and fighting it off
with their own natural healthy immune
systems and thus developing active
immunity to the virus. That needs to
happen extensively in our low risk population to get the entire population closer
to herd immunity, which will ultimately
be how we “beat” this virus. This should
be happening during a time of year when
the risk of other normal seasonal infections like influenza and rhinoviruses are
at their lowest. Like now.
They haven’t said it this way, but I
suspect the public health authorities will
be keeping mitigation measures in place
until an effective vaccine is available and
the vast majority of the high-risk populations have gotten it.
But no one will be able to force people
to get a vaccine once one is available. (I
know I won’t be getting one. I never want
to be the guinea pig for a new medication rushed to market.) So how will
our populace develop herd immunity
most quickly and effectively? By healthy
people getting exposed to the virus and
fighting it off.
Remember, a vaccine only gives a
person passive immunity, not active
immunity like being exposed to the virus
and fighting it off does. The CDC (Center
for Disease Control) even says that active
immunity is better than passive immunity in fighting off infections like the
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novel coronavirus. Most experts think we
will have to get to about 80% population
immunity to be able to develop an effective herd immunity to COVID-19. The
quicker we can take the risk of COVID-19
infection out of our population, the
further we get from risk of death and the
faster we get out of public health mitigation measures.
The key metric public health officials
should be monitoring is not how many
cases develop, but how many hospitalizations we get in our healthcare system.
We should actually want more infections
to happen. We should want courageous
people to risk getting the disease, but not
so many that our healthcare system gets
overloaded.
Frankly, it seems to me that we save
lives overall by shortening the calendar
time the virus is still dangerous to us. In
my opinion, our public health officials
should be supportive of low-risk people
circulating around in society so they can
get exposed and fight it off. We’ve already proven that big shutdowns can be
effective in limiting the spread if it gets
bad, so if our healthcare system starts
to get overwhelmed, we can shut things
down again to put the brakes on.
Whether we re-open slowly or quickly,
high risk people will have to behave
the same as they have all along in this
pandemic. Changing the public policy
direction on shelter in place should not
change how high risk people behave.
They should be super defensive and
self-protective and stay away from high
risk exposure circumstances. That won’t
change until we have great confidence

that herd immunity has taken hold in
the overall population. Re-opening
more quickly could mean the difference
between governmental mitigations being around for 24 months rather than 36
months.
Kathleen Cage
Mammoth Lakes

U.S. Forest Circus
Dear Editor:
We are now into the month of June,
and the GATE into the Lakes Basin is
still not open. All of the lakes, except
Twin Lakes, are inaccessible, except by
foot/helicopter. Why? The local Circus
office will say that the road is not open,
because it is doing “tree work.” Yet, there
is “road work” being done at South Lake
above Bishop, and still traffic is being
allowed to access that lake by means of
simple “traffic control.” Therefore, the
excuse of “tree work” is clearly a pathetic
one. With only a 63% snowfall season,
and ALL of the snow on the roads being
melted, snow is not an issue.
Why has the Mammoth Lakes Basin
become such a black sheep with the
local Circus office? Access to June Lake,
Gull, Silver and Grant Lake is ALL open.
Down south, just a few miles away,
the South Lake Basin, including South
Lake, Lake Sabrina (which has been
open since April) and North Lake is ALL
“open” and has been open for several

more LETTERS, page 5
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LETTERS
continued from page 4
weeks now. These lakes are at the same
elevation, get the same amount of snowfall, have a similar number of visitors, etc.
In the old days, the Lakes Basin was
open ASAP, with snow banks along the
roadways throughout the Basin. It was a
part of the High Sierra experience. Not
anymore. Each summer, the Circus has
some new reason to delay opening the
Lakes Basin. Again. Why?
So, locals and visitors are being kept
from using “OUR” Public Lands and
recreational resource, because of INCOMPETENCE at the local Forest Circus
office. This office is not responsible to
anyone locally. They feel pressure from
no one to do their job. And their insensitivity, both recreationally and economically, to our small community is glaring.
This is truly an outrage!
But, hopefully, the fact that today, the
Circus is not respected by a great majority of citizens, will give them some sleepless nights and guilt them into getting the
Lakes Basin gate/road open NOW.
John Eastman
Mammoth Lakes
Suspend TBID
Mr. Mayor,
With visitors still not welcome in the
community, and the lodging ban extended through June, I would request
that council place forbearance on TBID
collection until such ban is lifted because
all business is locally-based right now. It
would be the right thing to do during this
pandemic.
For clarification, we should notify the
business community to not collect/remit
TBID until this tourism ban is lifted. I
don’t want it to sound as if businesses are
looking to collect and not pay, which is
not the message.

are the employees and “life-blood” to the
community’s businesses.
Many of the people we serve Food
Bank packages to are our friends and
co-workers and we are humbled to be
able to provide hope and camaraderie in
the notion that we are all in this together.
Thank you to those who have volunteered
time and/or donated funds and food to
the Food Bank. We also would be remiss
in not thanking Mammoth Lakes Tourism for jumping in and taking charge so
quickly.
Marc and Lou Margulies
Mammoth Lakes
Don’t line to me
Dear Editor:
Today, I passed by a couple of Mammoth Lakes Police Dept. cars and noticed
they both had “Thin Blue Line” stickers on the back. It stuck with me in an
uneasy way, so I looked it up when I got
home. Here is the first Google hit:
“During the Unite the Right rally in
Charlottesville in 2017, the thin blue
line flag was used by white nationalist
groups to symbolize support for police
and opposition to the Black Lives Matter
movement.” (Wikipedia)
This is a racist symbol.
Regardless of their intention, that symbol should not be on our town’s police
cars. Those cars are public property and
should NOT have any political symbols.
Even if our law enforcement put those
stickers on their cars as a sign they support law enforcement, that is akin to lik-

ing your own Instagram post. Of course
the person driving a cop car supports law
enforcement.
From MLPD’s mission statement:
“The Mammoth Lakes Police Department’s mission is to provide quality law
enforcement services, while building
partnerships to prevent crime, maintain
public trust and enhance the quality of
life throughout town. We are a full service
law enforcement agency and responsive
to the community’s needs, using both
traditional and non-traditional police
methods. We hold ourselves to the highest ethical and professional standards
of conduct, always treating people with
dignity, fairness and respect.” (https://
www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov/823/
Mission-Goals)
I would like to think that we would
never have a police officer murder a
black man in our town. Take the sticker
off and check yourselves.
Ryan Carey
Mammoth Lakes
The Sheet called Police Chief Al Davis,
who gave the following response: The
placement of the stickers was allowed.
They’re stickers showing an American
flag with a blue line in it. No one’s complained ‘til now. The blue line is meant to
represent that line between anarchy and
freedom. Doesn’t necessarily mean we
have anything to do with that [nationalist] group.
He then corrected himself. Some of the
cars have just a thin blue line versus the
line through a flag. But it “still represents
the same thing,” said Davis.

$399/month
Dear Editor:
Just an FYI from someone with almost
30 years of self storage experience which
is irrelevant. A recent call to Mammoth
Mt. Self Storage revealed that a drive-in
12 x 24 garage suitable for a car/motorcycle is $399/month. In case MLT
decides to charge its Executive Director
back rent for storage.
Allen Brown
Mammoth Lakes
Wretched act
To the Editor,
The news that the Mammoth Lakes
Foundation has jettisoned Shira Dubrovner is wretched. This woman has
championed theatre and the arts since
she first got to town. She’s never wavered. Between theater and film, and
her active support and knowledge, her
contribution to the arts in Mammoth
Lakes has been substantial.
Horrible behavior on the part of the
Executive Committee of the Foundation.
Even worse is their withdrawal of
support for the arts in Mammoth Lakes,
which is certainly what it sounds like
when you consider they’ve long had a
dual mission of higher education AND
arts and culture.
I’m so saddened. Given the Foundation’s likely abandonment of the MACC
performing arts center, it seems like it’s
throwing the arts under the bus.
Diane Eagle Kataoka
Mammoth Lakes

Michael Raimondo
Mammoth Lakes
Thanks to the Bank
Dear Editor:
Next week will be begin the 4th month
that the Mammoth Food Bank, in conjunction with Mammoth Lakes Tourism,
has been dispensing food.
We (along with two of our three
daughters Cayla and Carly) have had the
pleasure of working with many dedicated
volunteers as we serve those community
members in need. We have been “front
row” observers, witnessing Mammoth’s
huge need.
Up to 75% of our population was living
paycheck to paycheck prior to the Pandemic. And people who had been working two and three jobs are now reduced
to one job or no employment.
We are so thankful that the Mammoth
Lakes Tourism organization stepped up
and organized one of the best food banks
in the Sierra. Every day that we have
had the opportunity to work at the food
bank, we encounter very thankful people,
who may otherwise have to choose what
meals they may need to skip, or explaining to their children that “there is not
much food today.”
We have also been told that the Food
Bank is enabling people to stay in town
rather than leaving for “greener pastures.”
Most of the the folks receiving this food

We Are Open For To-Go Orders! Order Online At:
BLACKVELVETCOFFEE.COM
& Pick Up In Store
MADE IN MAMMOTH LAKES, CA
3343 Main Street Suite F / BLACKVELVETCOFFEE.COM / @BLACKVELVETCOFFEE
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HARD
TO
KILL
Covid only kills people, not ice rinks
By Hite

T

he Town of Mammoth Lakes finally
discussed the bids it received for
the proposed multi-use facility
(MUF) at its regular meeting Wednesday.
The MUF, or CRC (Community Recreation Center if you’re into rebranding)
woud feature an ice rink in winter that
can be repurposed into communal space
and recreational programming in the
summers. The saga of the MUF has been
Odysseyian in scale, stretching more
than a decade.
Council has “hard-capped” the price
tag for this project at $13 million. A majority of the funding would come from
sources (like Measure U) that are set
aside specifically for recreation purposes.
Preconstruction and design will cost
about $1.8 million and buying the
Sprung Structure, chillers, and ice rink
boards adds another $3.3 million.
*A sprung structure is a huge, extremely
durable tent. Similar to the tents at Eagle
Lodge and the Mammoth Airport.
Four bids came in ranging from $11.8$12.5 million. With fixed costs at approximately $5 million, the price tag easily
exceeded the $13 million cap.
“Obviously the [Recreation] Commission is very disappointed with this

bid outcome. To say the least it is quite
disheartening,” said Betsy Truax, Recreation Commission Chair, at Wednesday’s
Town Council meeting.
At the Recreation Commission meeting on June 2, the sentiment by Truax
was shared by her fellow board members. “I’ll just say this is very frustrating.
And I know we are going to hear about
it from the public,” said Commissioner
Sean Turner.
“I’m not real thrilled that we are at this
place again,” said Commissioner Laurel
Martin while maintaining a desire to
move forward towards rebidding.
Which is the next step according to
TOML Engineering Manager Haislip
Hayes. “The recommendation we have
is to reject the four bids we have received and to authorize staff to rebid the
project with modification,” Hayes said
at Wednesday Council meeting, “When
we asked the contractors if we could get
this under budget, we received an overwhelming ‘yes.’”
Town Staff believes it can get the rebids
to a lower amount. Hayes gave a brief
explanation of what this would likely
mean for the MUF but didn’t want to
commit to a list of amenities that will be
scrapped from the design proposal.

multiple office spaces
available

The second floor community space
and the infrastructure to support the
second floor is something that will be removed from the future design proposal.
Those two things alone contributed in
excess of $2 million to the cost according
to Hayes.
The ‘expensive finishes’ as described
by Hayes is another item likely to be
removed as it costs ‘100s of thousands
of dollars.’ Same with the office spaces,
the kitchen spaces, and the concession
spaces. Hayes did mention that they will,
“still stuff these areas with utilities,” just
in case they want to add things to the
project later. But still, no second floor.
Hayes added: “The time to rebid the
contract is now. Those numbers will hold
true for a certain amount of time. Because of all of the uncertainty, construction costs are down.”
Council was nearly split when it came
to final discussion and action.
“I’m confident that if we rebid, [the
MUF] will satisfy the original intention
of doing this project. Some bells and
whistles will be lacking,” said Council
man John Wentworth, “The much more
significant thing for me, at this point, is
the stimulus and economic activity in
our local economy. I would be willing to
build an ark if we could get $2-3 million
more dollars and precious jobs in our
economy.”
The staff report laid out the estimated
benefit. “[The MUF] would at a minimum return $3 to $4 million to the local
economy.”
Additionally Hayes mentioned that
all bids are required to display subcontracts in their bid. The subcontracts were
between 5-67% locally sourced. Discouraging on the low end but for a multimillion dollar project that is more than
50% locally sourced, this was slightly
encouraging. Hayes noted that up to 50%
of the budget for this project could be
labor costs under a prevailing wage.
Mayor Pro Tem Lynda Salcido was
also convinced by Hayes. “Much of what
Councilman Wentworth said were things
that have also been on my mind. Initially, I though we would need to put this
on the side. What I thought about a lot
though was the rebidding process in this
current environment. There may not be
a better time to rebid this than right now.
Based on that alone, I think it is worthwhile to go through with this.”
“At this time, yes, let’s go out for another bid,” said Councilman Kirk Stapp, “But
I still think the conversation has to be a
little bit bigger as to our future revenues
[what will operating margins look like].”
Hoff was not as gung ho, “I can tell
which way the wind is blowing. Does it
really matter what I say at this point? I’ve
heard a lot about the future and what
this is going to do. I see a really great
future for Mammoth and this is not it.”
Mayor Bill Sauser simply said, “I want
to look beyond the economic impact. I
think emotionally for the townspeople,
who have been shut off for three months,
to see that we are still able to move for-

ward gives us hope for the future.”
With that, Sauser called a motion.
Wentworth made the motion. Salcido
seconded it. The motion passed 3-2 with
‘no’ votes from Hoff and Stapp.
There were two letters in the Council
packet, pro and con, regarding the MUF/
CRC.
The pro side came from the Cole family (Colleen, Jay and Devon).
“Nothing fundamentally has changed.
Let’s not lose sight of the value and
importance of a community recreation
center.
Devon (our daughter) and I have
witnessed first hand our community in
action. We have been volunteering at
the food bank with familiar faces and
meeting new ones. While this provides a
service to those in need it has really been
beneficial to us. A place where we can
do a little bit to help when we have been
frozen and unsure about how to move
forward. “Community Together” is what
makes Mammoth Lakes such a special
place. Places to gather for young and old
are more important than ever. If The CRC
had been completed we would have a
large space to hold summer programs
at safe distances, to gather and support
one another, and to come together as a
community.”
The con side was expressed by longtime MUF/CRC critic Sharon Clark.
“The CRC Staff Report is a bit confusing. it appears that Staff is recommending that you authorize a third bid for a
scaled back project eliminating some
segments within the building. What are
we left with ... an Olympic rink in a shell?
For 5 years, 3 Town Council members
and Staff have made a valiant effort and
have spent $1.8 million planning a new
ice rink facility. It’s become obvious we
simply do not have enough Measure R
money to build the facility we truly want.
Now, Covid-19 dictates it’s time to be
very creative, think outside the box, ask
tough questions and make very conservative financial decisions.
Awhile back, Staff said our existing
ice rink was inadequate and that we
should not complete Phase II. i.e., adding the roof. We were told the rink had
an uneven surface, was not designed to
support a roof, needed major repairs and
“estimates’’ to repair the facility would
be too high. Yet, in 2015, the town tried
to purchase the MUSD land on which
this same “faulty” ice rink sits! Has the
ice rink really deteriorated so much in a
few years? Why has no one requested an
actual estimate to build Phase II? Before
destroying our $2.5 million investment
[in the existing site], shouldn’t we be certain it’s too expensive to be completed?
It would be fiscally irresponsible not to
get a genuine estimate. Please ask these
important questions.”
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WHAT’S THE OPEN DOOR POLICY?

Hoff asks about consequences of opening town in defiance of state
By Hite

C

leland Hoff sparked an interesting discussion at Wednesday’s
Mammoth Town Council meeting with just one question. “If we do
open up sooner than the governor’s
orders,” she asked, “What does that
mean?
“Cleland, that is a great question,”
replied Town Attorney Andrew Morris, “We have seen other counties take
different approaches ... Some counties
have simply said ‘we know what the
rules are and we don’t care.’ That feels a
little weird to me.”
But then Morris acknowledged that
opening before the governors orders is
a possibility, “A different approach is
to not overtly go against the state. Just
kind of decide what is going to be an
enforcement priority. It is hard to say
what the Town or County might do. The
rules are changing almost every day.”
Then the rest of Council weighed in.
Kirk Stapp simply suggested that we
make sure we have the ability to accommodate people.

“If we were to end our short-term
rental ban in Town, we still need to
remind people that there is a state
order,” said Mayor Bill Sauser, “However, I would suggest we not enforce it
ourselves because it becomes an untenable position. Let the State enforce it.
But not against us. Against the lodging
partners who would then be renting
illegally.”
Sauser then mentioned that the Forest Service has the authority to open up
anything it would like. The decisions
are made on a local level.
“The other thing is everybody is asking us to open. We cannot tell people
they can open. That is State mandated.
We can only tell people that there is
no local ordinance stopping you from
opening. If we decide to get to that
point,” Sauser kept on firing, “At some
point it becomes impossible for us to
represent our constituencies and [reconcile] the inconsistencies coming out
of the State. At some point I believe we
are going to have to make our decision,

even if the State doesn’t, to end our
short-term rental ban on a local level.”
Councilman John Wentworth agreed.
Council then urged Town Staff to
put action items on the agenda so it
can make a decision, about whatever
opening dates it wants, on a moment’s
notice.

MCWD reduces bills

MCWD’s front Administration Office
is open to the public (as of Monday, May
11): All customers must check in at the
Administration Building’s front desk and
will be directed accordingly.
Bill Pay: Customers are still encouraged to utilize electronic bill payment:
https://mcwd.dst.ca.us/payment-options
Experiencing Financial Hardship?
Contact the District’s Finance Department at 760-934-2596.
Disinfecting Wipes: Please DO NOT
flush disinfecting wipes, this includes
wipes labeled ‘flushable’. Wipes do not
break down and cause clogs in pipes,
leading to sewer backups and overflows.

County.
Charges:
*Felony reckless driving
*Failing to yield to an emergency
vehicle
*No driver license
*Speeding over 100 MPH
*Speeding in a construction zone

Other notes:
Council received an update on The
Parcel. Town Staff is meeting with The
Pacific Companies, the development
partner for the project, on a bi-weekly
basis. The next step is a series of technical studies revealing different environmental impacts. By May/ June, Staff
will have some information on grant
awards. And by July a drafted agreement with Pacific will be presented to
Council.
In mid-April, Mono County Economic Development branch ran a survey of
small businesses. Some of the results
are as follows: “The respondents to

LOCAL BRIEFS

On May 21, the Mammoth Community
Water District Board of Directors voted
unanimously to reduce water bills for all
customers for three months in response
to economic hardship created by the
COVID-19 Pandemic.
MCWD customers will see a 25%
reduction in their water and wastewater
base rates on their May, June, and July
bills.
Customers can further reduce their bill
by practicing conservation and eliminating any water waste.
“We recognize for some customers it
is a small token, but the District wants
to support our community,” stated Tom
Cage, Director on the Board. “This approach allows us to legally and equitably
provide some relief to all of our rate payers, while still encouraging conservation
of our local water resource.”
Approximately $300,000 of financial
assistance will be provided to the community through the rate reduction.
The District is also offering payment
plans for customers experiencing financial hardship and has a robust rebate
program available to support customer
conservation efforts.

this survey were overwhelmingly small
businesses with 84% of the respondents
reporting that they had less than 10 part
time employees.
92% of businesses reported that they
are operating at reduced revenue levels
with 50% not receiving any revenue at
this time.
Only 2.6% of businesses were operating at normal/anticipated revenues.
Five businesses had already closed
their doors permanently.
38% of businesses respondents said
that they have less than a month remaining if the current economic conditions persist”
Other municipalities have started
a small business fund loan to help
constituents. Based on these programs,
Town Council directed staff to set up
one of these programs to be brought
back for final approval on June 17. The
program will offer grants of up to $5,000
to small businesses. The selection
committee, composed of members of
the Planning and Economic Development Commission, the Chamber of
Commerce, Mono County Economic
Development and Town Staff, will
help determine the need of a business
and amount of money to be given.
Total program funding contemplated:
$300,000.

High speed chase
The Mono County Sheriff’s Office was
involved in a high-speed pursuit on June
1.
The pursuit began south of Lee Vining,
at approximately 8 a.m. when a Nissan
Altima sped past a deputy at a very high
rate of speed in excess of 100 miles per
hour. The chase came to an end outside of Hawthorne, Nev., where Mineral
County deputies deployed spike strips.
The driver, later identified as Robert Williams, was arrested by Mineral

http://www.mono.courts.ca.gov/generalinfo/jury-grandjury.html or
Call Danielle Bauman, Executive Assistant at (760) 923-2321

8 I LOCAL NEWS/LETTERS

www.thesheetnews.com

THE SHEET I Saturday, June 6, 2020

NOMO
continued from page 1
a few to underscore changes in spending down the line as well as large
expenditures that are creating issues.
For one, the completion and opening of the new Civic Center allows for
gradually reduced spending as the
county pays off the charges and costs
related to the project. That money had
previously been spent on rent and an xfactor known as “Common Area Maintenance” or CAM. CAM charges are
unaccounted for in the budget because
the county simply didn’t know how
much they would amount to. Dutcher
related the story of the county attempting to negotiate the cost of an elevator
replacement to underscore how tricky
CAM costs, and landlord negotiations,
can be.
The county’s payment to the California Public Employee Retirement System (CALPERS) increased by $438,730
for FY 2020-2021, an 11.2% increase
from the previous fiscal year. Some of
that will be offset by savings of around
$300,000 from incentivizing lower cost

healthcare plans for employees
Not to mention shuttering the local
economy in response to Covid-19.
“How many of us could have seen the
economic fallout that we’re now seeing?” Dutcher asked the supervisors.

12 years of woe

Box, causing me to redesign, update
and reprint all my business Marketing
pieces- business card, ads, websites, etc.
3: Pay a $56 annual fee in order to
keep my current PO box of 12 years...
after much discussion.
The Post Office claims it is “not because they don’t have enough boxes for
all of the residents. But because each
house only gets one mailbox.”
I have no issue with a fee... as long as
it makes logical sense (new people pay
for the first 2 years?). However, to ask a
local of over a decade, to begin paying
for postal services just because they
moved where they sleep from one location to another in Mammoth ... what
does that have to do with a PO Box?
Why can’t the PO Box stay static and
our physical address change to the PO
Box?
I understand this is backwards from
the US Postal ‘structure and policy.’ But
it is the way in which our town operates.
I KNOW I am not the only resident
with this issue.
And I don’t expect anything to change
or to become more efficient overnight.
Not until more of us stand up and
ASK for rules to be altered to accommodated our town’s ‘special circumstances’
around Mammoth’s unique housing
issues.
The Postal Service is a ‘for and by the
people’ Government organization. We
— the people— have a right to ask for
change when we see OUR COMPANY —
per se — not being run efficiently/logically for our needs.
So I am asking each one of us to take
note of the local Postal rules that are
illogical. Rules than can and should be
altered to accommodate us— Mammoth residents.
Let’s create a more efficient community moving forward. By expecting
— and asking— for our expectations.
Rather than settling for less.
Remember it takes a community....
To make change.

ANOTHER LETTER
Dear Editor:

I am writing this after 12 years of frustration with the local Postal Office.
Although I am not pointing fingers
at any one individual, I personally find
the Mammoth Lakes Postal office often
times very inefficient and illogical.
Take for example the PO Box issue:
their rules state “only one PO Box per
address.” And when you fill out the
paperwork for a PO Box, you must show
proof of residency at a physical address
in Mammoth. The Post Office then attributes this physical address where you
are residing to the PO Box number they
supply you with.
Because the Post Office associates
each PO Box with a physical address in
town —they assume, and so therefore
only offer, one PO Box per home/apartment/condo. This is under the same
assumption/correlation that if they
were to actually deliver mail to your
home mailbox—you can only have one
mailbox per home.
This works— until you have to move
to a new home, condo, apartment in
Mammoth. Where someone already
lives and already has a PO Box. Which is
most often the case here in Mammoth.
Because we relocate to new homes
often.
Take for example my dilemma. I
relocated from an apartment to a home,
sharing this home with someone that
already lived there. And this home
already had one PO Box associated with
this address/home.
This leaves me, a middle-aged professional in town with an established
business and a 12 year old PO Box, in a
dilemma in order to continue to receive
mail from the US Postal Service. In
order to continue to receive this mail I
must:
1: Relinquish my PO Box because I
moved my home to another home on
another street STILL in Mammoth
2: Share the PO Box with my new
roommates— using their home’s PO

Reopening redux
The afternoon session consisted
of the familiar Covid-19 update and
discussion, opening with CAO Bob
Lawton announcing a new plan to
begin the process of reopening lodging
throughout the county and in the Town
of Mammoth Lakes. This came after direction from the state that counties that
had been granted a variance would be
eligible to proceed with reopening at a
different pace from the rest of the state
so long as the state has issued guidance
on the sectors being reopened.
Prior to Lawton’s presentation and
board deliberation, Supervisor John
Peters read a statement announcing
that he would be recusing himself from

Juli Ann Sprunger
Mammoth Lakes

any decisions related to lodging in
the Mono County; Peters’ family has
owned and operated the Bridgeport
Inn for the last 21 years. Peters had
been a staunch advocate for reopening
the county as soon as possible and his
recusal creates the very real possibility
of split decisions on lodging votes.
After Peters bowed out, Lawton outlined three options for the remaining
supervisors to consider: A. stay with
the state’s reopening plan, B. submit a
locally determined plan for reopening
short term lodging, or C. Relinquish
any effort or control to regulate reopening.
Option B allows for unincorporated
Mono County to begin opening lodging
to guests on June 12, with a mandatory
24-hour gap between guests in rooms
and no outbound marketing on the
part of the lodging operator. Mammoth
Lakes would begin the same process of
reopening on June 19th.
Lawton noted that 20% of lodging
rooms in the county are in unincorporated Mono County, allowing officials
and the EOC to see the impacts of
reopening on a smaller scale before
reopening Mammoth.
Both the county and Mammoth Hospital have released trigger points for
scaling back the expanded reopenings,
which include the number of cases
exceeding local capacity to handle the
spread and a sustained increase in
cases over a two week period.
Public comment consisted of many

local lodging operators expressing their
concerns that the June 12/19th opening dates, coupled with the mandatory
24-hour period between guest stays,
would severely handicap the businesses’ ability to turn any sort of profit.
Ralph Lockhart at the Double Eagle
Lodge in June Lake told the Supervisors, that “every day we [Mono County]
remain closed costs us at least 1 million dollars [in economic activity].”
Lockhart also inquired about the “no
outward marketing” aspect of the plan,
asking whether he would have to take
down websites and social media posts
in order to comply.
The matter of opening campgrounds
on public lands came up towards the
end of the meeting, once Supervisor Peters was readmitted. Peters
explained that an endorsement from
the health officer and EOC would be
sufficient to reopen public campgrounds, referencing a statement from
Jan Cutts, Bridgeport district ranger for
the Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest,
that they are ready to go as soon as they
get the word.
Not so fast, according to Lawton,
explaining that the Public Health Officer’s authorization has to be approved
by the state and that approval is contingent upon the state’s guidelines.
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BLACK LIVES MATTER PROTEST

More than one hundred people staged a protest on the sidewalk outside Bishop City Park along Highway 395 on Tuesday morning to support Black Lives Matter. Luke Kinney initially organized
the protest, but then called it off on Monday night after he had received threats that violence may occur if the protest went forward. It went forward anyway, largely due to a vocal contingent of
Bishop-area students. A Mammoth-based protest is being contemplated for this Saturday in the Village at Mammoth at 1 p.m.
Ph o to s by G ayla Wo lf an d J ack Lu n ch
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n 1969, at the height of the Vietnam
War, Thaddeus Warsaw Taylor III
graduated from Arizona State University and joined the Army.
Assigned to the Military Intelligence
Corps, Counterintelligence Special
Agent, he was stationed primarily in the
Republic of Korea.
“Think of James Bond on a budget,”
he would say, a reference to his wheeled
travel carry-all filled with American
cigarettes and bourbon, used to coax
subjects for information.
Four years later, a Captain with two
commendations, Thaddeus was honorably discharged. He went to work
at Dean Witter in the Bay Area as a
stockbroker, where he met his wife,
Marie. They married in 1976 and three
years later, moved to Bishop where
Thaddeus started the Dean Witter office.

Thaddeus Taylor receiving one of his many
assignments.
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OBITUARY
THADDEUS TAYLOR 1946-2020

They settled in 40 Acres at the home
they called Fort Taylor, and raised their
children, Dan and Sarah.
An avid outdoorsman and fly-fisherman, he became the Inyo County
manager for California Trout. In 1985,
he was appointed to the Inyo County
Water Commission and helped negotiate the 1991 long-term water agreement between Inyo County and City of
Los Angeles. He pushed to include the
Lower Owens River restoration project.
Greg James, former Inyo County
Counsel and Water Department Director recalled, “Thaddeus was particularly
forceful when one of LADWP’s negotiators claimed, ‘It’s our land and our
water and we can do what we want with
it.’ He never hesitated to call ‘BS’ even if
the claim was made by the Mayor of Los
Angeles ...
“He could be outrageous when
expressing his opinions—occasionally
causing all in the negotiating room to
roll their eyes—but it was done in the
service of seeking to protect the valley. He was an extraordinarily valuable team member and a very forceful negotiator who always sought to
protect the Owens Valley from LADWP’s
groundwater pumping, water exports
and other water activities. He donated a
huge amount of time and energy to the
County and its citizens. We owe him a
debt of gratitude.”
Thaddeus served as Chairman of the
Inyo County Republican Party, twice,

Thaddeus with Henry Kissinger.
from 1996 to 2005 and 2007 to 2016.
Ron Nehring, former Chairman of
the California Republican Party, said,
“Thaddeus Taylor was one of those
Republican leaders I could call on for
ideas and advice. He wasn’t the leader
of the most populous county, or of some
faction whose votes I needed, but he
carried a lifetime of wisdom and insight
upon which I frequently called.”
Two years ago, Thaddeus suffered a
stroke. Never fully regaining the ability to walk, he continued to work and
write: “Inyo County should continue to
be an island of civility in California. We

should have government officials who
are responsive to its citizens and ever
mindful of their responsibilities. Our
water resources should be protected
and beautiful environment enhanced
because that is what brought us here
and gives us strength.”
Before sunrise on May 19, 2020, at the
age of 74, Thaddeus Taylor died at Fort
Taylor, in the place he loved.

Mammoth Hospital’s clinics and
outpatient services are OPEN and SAFE
The safety of our patients and staff continue to be top priority as services are
resumed carefully. We are screening all patients on arrival and requiring masks
and physical distancing inside our facilities. We have also expanded our telehelth
services. If you need to visit us, you can be assured our strict safety protocols will
keep you safe.

Elevate Your Health

If you have an urgent medical concern, do not delay seeking treatment. Postponing care can cause a condition to worsen or become a preventable emergency.
Our Emergency Department as well as our 12 outpatient clinics are OPEN and
SAFE to visit.
If you have questions or concerns about any scheduled or non-scheduled appointment type, or would like more information about making or rescheduling an appointment, please call us at (760) 934-3311.
View our directory for a full list of providers, or learn more about open clinics and
outpatient services at www.mammothhospital.com.

Protect Yourself & Stay Healthy
760.934.3311 | www.mammothhospital.com
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NATIONAL
WHAT DO ECONOMISTS KNOW?

By Cas selma n

E

conomics is considered a science,
but it is concerned with variable
human behavior, past and future,
and complicated by a great number of
variations of economic systems.
Unlike physics or biology or chemistry, it has no single or dominant set of
rules or laws which all its practitioners
follow, but rather, it includes a number
of competing maxims and theories,
many of which contradict each other.
Further complicating the practice
and understanding of economics is
its role in partisan politics where the veneer of expertise is often employed for
more ideological than scientific goals.
We have, for some time, lived in an
age in which “experts” are regarded as
dispositive. But experts often disagree
among themselves robustly, particularly about the future.
This has been made clearer than ever
by the current pandemic crisis. Many
medical experts were routinely wrong
about its immediate impact when they
tried to contrive models Some were
more useful by setting down varying
scenarios.
Everyone, of course, was guessing.

With the current stage of the panIn any event, a carefully managed
demic beginning to diminish, the
reopening now designed with considereconomic experts
ation for the health
are stepping up
and safety of the
with pronouncepublic is likely to rements --- mostly of
store jobs lost in the
already irreversible
shutdown --- and
The emergency will
dire consequences
restore much conof thebusiness
provoke innovation or sumer confidence
shutdowns.
and resources.
improvement, just as
A few contrarian
The full extent
economists, howof any economic
often happens during
ever, are suggesting
damage will not be
that if the nation’s
known until 2021,
and after wars.
commerce reopens
although some busi-Casselman nesses have closed
now, there will be
a quick rebound.
or will close perma(The current stock
nently, precipitated
market rally apin many cases by
pears to agree with
the shutdowns.
the latter.)
Small businesses, as
Of course, if the
I have written previeconomy is shut
ously, are particudown long enough,
larly vulnerable. It
it will collapse. (It is worth pointing out
must be remembered, however, that in
that for many retail businesses a huge
a free market economy, individual busipercentage of their annual revenue is
nesses fail all the time, including during
received in the holiday shopping seaboom periods.
son between Thanksgiving and ChristStimulus payments to individuals
mas.)
and companies can be necessary and

“

”

helpful in the short-term, but beyond
that, restoring jobs and re-employment
is the key to any real recovery.
In the intermediate and perhaps
longer term, the conditions of the workplace might be changed, especially for
white collar office jobs.
Returning to “normal” will not, in
many cases, be returning to jobs just as
they were. In some cases, the emergency will provoke innovation or improvement --- just as often happens during
and after wars.
Economics can be a useful subject
and practice. We need talented and
thoughtful economists.
The truest economic experts will now
take U.S. ingenuity and optimistic spirit
into their forecasts. That’s not exactly
scientific either, but it is what has happened at critical moments time and
again for 244 years and counting ...
Barry Casselman is a syndicated columnist who has been covering national
politics since 1972. You can find more of
his work at www.barrycasselman.com.

FEATURING

OUTDOOR SALE!
Up to

$2,000

Select

See Deale
r

Don’t forget you can order online!

OPEN 4PM DAILY

OFF

Models
for Details

!

Commercial Spring Pool Start Up Sale

0 Of Bulk Chemicals
Buoyrin$e4ta0
bs, bromine tabs, chlorine concentrat
(chl

Get Your Choice of

e)

2 Free GLB Products
($40 Value)

Your choice of clear blue - clarifier, filter rinse - for sand filters,
sequasol - scale and rust remover, or oxibrite - non- clorine shock.

Call today and find out how easy it is to own a New Sundance Spa!

1401 Tavern Rd. Mammoth Lakes (760) 924-3091
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NO
SWEAT ... LITERALLY
McKenna survives Covid-19, says: “Why all the fuss?”

By Mike M cK enna

T

hey now sell t-shirts that say, “COVID Survivor.
I was thinking of getting one,
since I tested positive for the virus and
its antibodies. The thing is, it would
make me feel like a fake.
Truth be told, I didn’t even know I
had it. Heck, I’ve felt worse after eating
too much pizza or having one too many
pints of Epic IPA. You see, I was what
they consider an asymptomatic carrier.
It turns out I did have some symptoms,
but they were pretty minor.
In fact, it’s mindboggling to me to
realize I had something that apparently kills people. Coronavirus didn’t
inconvenience me physically, nor did it
spread to my immediate family or the
few close friends I interacted with when
I unknowingly had it. Most of them have
now been tested in one form or another and all came back negative, even
though they were clearly exposed to me
when I was apparently “shedding” the
disease.
The really interesting thing, though, is
that most of the people I know feel like
they had it at some point. They all had
some of the symptoms in late winter
or early spring, just when the virus was
first hitting America.
Who knows? Maybe they gave it to
me.
I do live in Hailey, Idaho, (aka Sun
Valley) which was home to the highest
per capita rate of COVID-19 in the world
for a couple of days in March. Despite
it hammering us like a winter blizzard
and making us one of the first places in
the nation to get locked down, it really
didn’t do much damage to the more
than 500 people who have tested positive. We did lose a handful of folks early
on, but all were past retirement age.
Maybe it’s because we’re a pretty
healthy community, outside of our penchant for partying hard. Both traits we
share with Mammoth.
The odd thing is, I don’t actually know
how I got it or even when I got it, but an
independent blood test and a hospitalcertified nose swab both said I had it.
The Health District called up after the
second test to ask me to quarantine for
awhile. They just couldn’t decide for
how long.
The scariest part about coming up
positive is getting to see behind the
medical curtain, as it’s obvious they
don’t know anything about COVID-19.
They also didn’t seem to care about
me. They only cared about me possibly
spreading it.
Today is day one for you, I was told,
when my results came in. But how could
that be, I asked. I took the test yesterday,
so it’s at least day two.
Today is day one for you, I was again
told as they tried to figure out how I may
have caught it. But how could that be, I
asked, you just said it takes at least two
to five days and possibly as long as two
weeks after contracting it before my
body would produce the antibodies that
have shown up in my tests. So I’m at

least on day three.
Today is day one for you, I was told,
as it was explained that even though I
had the minor symptoms that they had
recently been seeing in others, they still
didn’t count and I was considered asymptomatic. My scratchy throat, elbow
rash and achy joints a couple weeks
prior were not technically symptoms. So
today can’t be day 12, said the hospital,
even if the Health District tracing specialist said that’s probably my accurate
day and my own personal doctor said
it might have been sitting in my system
dormant for two months like mononucleosis.
Today is day one for you, so stay away
from your family and pets, I was told,
even though I had been in close quarters with them for the previous eight
weeks of our county’s stay-at-home
order from the governor.
Today is day one for you, I was told as
I asked if there was anything I should
watch out for or if I should go to the
hospital if any of the official symptoms
like a fever or troubled breathing should
appear. Don’t go the emergency room!
Don’t go to the hospital! Call your doctor is what I was told to do if any scary

symptoms did start.
The last piece of advice was the
most troubling. I can understand how
a medical professional might not be
good at math and may confuse day
one with day two or day five or day 14,
but advising me not to seek immediate
help if a “deadly” disease started taking
me down was odd. What is the point of
locking the country down to save any
lives if they don’t actually care about
saving at least one of them?
Thankfully, none of those symptoms
ever appeared and I remain listed as
a COVID survivor, even if they also
count me as asymptomatic. We should

test you again in a couple weeks, the
medical professional told me; you may
be a perfect person to donate plasma
antibodies that could be used to help
save others. But you call us and make
the request. We won’t call you again.
“We think there’s lots of folks like you
out there,” I was told by a health district
staffer. It was the first thing I’d heard
about the coronavirus that actually
made sense.
This disease, the COVID-19 pandemic, obviously isn’t nearly as scary for
most of us as its been made out to be.
Many of us won’t even notice we have it.
Some of us apparently can’t even I get
it if we share a bed, or a hug, or a bag of
chips with someone who has it.
I’ve stopped watching the news and
reading the fear-filled op/eds and social
media posts about COVID-19. All I read
about it now are the studies and the
stories of hope.
Maybe I’m just one of the lucky ones.
Maybe, probably, most of us are.
I am technically a COVID survivor,
and if you’re reading this and you’re still
fighting to make the most out of your
life, then you are, too.
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NEW BUSINESS

A new store or “Tiendita” opened in the Main Street Promenade two weeks ago
next to Mountain Sol Yoga. What’s for sale? A little bit of everything.Pictured:
Amy and Amadela Perez with mother (and owner) Patricia Dominguez

THE NEW AIRBNB

The wild west prevails when it comes to dispersed camping, This spot just below Convict
Lake Drive certainly has nice views.

BREAKFAST I UUJTOS&MORI
HOMEMADE PASTRIES&IIEADS
DELI SANDWICHES
HEALIHf SALADS& WRAPS
HOMEMADE SOUPS
ORGANIC COFFEE&TEA
IEER&WINE

Place order : 760.934.3354
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HORRORSCOPES

NO CLASS-IFIEDS
Help Wanted

Sierra Employment Services, Inc.
is hiring for the following positions
MCWD Civil Eng. ML - $32.10-42.62
MCWD Const Worker ML $20-22
Bookkeeper ML $18-22
General Laborers ML & B $15-20
Staff Accountant B - $29.06
Parking Lot Attend B - $14-16
Retail Clerk B & ML - $13
Call Us Today
760-924-0523 or 760-873-8599
Complete job list at:
www.sierraemployment.com/joblist.
com<http://www.sierraemployment.
com/joblist.com>
Mammoth Spa Creations is looking for an
additional member for it’s team. We currently have an immediate opening for a spa
Maintenance Technician position, we are
also hiring an Office Assistant.These are Full
Time Positions (Monday through Friday).
These positions offers vacation accrual,
benefits and paid holidays. Experience is
preferred, but not required. Heavy lifting is
required. Please call 760-924-3091 or stop
by the store located at 1401 Tavern Road
Mammoth Lakes for more information and
to pick up an application. Resumes can be

By C louds McC loud

Help Wanted

The Alpenhof Lodge is accepting applications for full-time & part-time, year
round and seasonal positions. Applicants
must be available to work weekends and
holidays. Front desk, day and evening positions are available as well as housekeeping
positions. Please apply in person at 6080
Minaret Rd, Mammoth.
Mammoth outdoor-related retail business seeks year-round, full time store manager. Basic computer skills i.e. Word, Excel,
etc. required. Salary negotiable based on
experience and what applicant brings to the
table. Call 760 914-1476.

For Sale
2006 Subaru Forester. 150,000 mi., for
sale Bishop/Mammoth. Recent timing belt,
AC good. Paint green fair. int good $3,900
OBO. 626.893.3025
For Sale by Owner: rarely available
Bigwood Condo, 1BD/1BA, sunny unit
with 1-car garage, deck, ski locker, recent
upgrades, close to pool/spa. $265,000. Call
Mike: 760.914.1877

��
CALIFORNIA

Vacasa is hiring full and part time housekeepers in Mammoth Lakes/June Lake with
pay starting at $18/hour. Apply at vacasa.
com/careers.
Mammoth Taxi is accepting resumes for
experienced drivers with great customer
service and clean driving records. We are
also looking for office staff for the right
person with great organizational skills
and customer service background. Please
inquire with Scottie at 760-914-7433. www.
mammoth-taxi.com.
White Mountain Fire Protection District
is in need of a Grant Writer!! WMFPD
seeks an individual with desire and experience to pursue several upcoming grant
opportunities. USDA Rural Facilities Grant,
Assistance to Firefighters Grant and Supporting and Improving Rural EMS Needs
(SIREN) Grant to name a few. If interested,
contact us. Facebook page “White Mountain
Fire Department” or call: 760-933-2252

For Rent
2 BDR/I BA unfurnished ML apt. Ground
floor. Huge kitchen. Deck. No garage - two
cars max. Backs to green belt. $1,750/mo.
Call 760.937.7569.
2BDR home in Bishop available for
nightly rental. Creek, trees, views. Locals/
healthcare/emergency workers only. Call
Lunch to inquire. 760.937.4613.
Snowcreek #79. 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths,
loft, in-unit laundry, plenty of storage and
parking, fully furnished. Step off the M Bdr
deck onto the meadow, 30 feet from creek.
Sweeping views of the Sherwins. Short walk
to free Mammoth Red Line bus stop. Utilities
inclusive except internet and electricity.
Available starting June 15th for six-month to
one-year lease. $2,750/mo, first month and
deposit due before move in. No smoking.
Pets negotiable. Send email to vane.katie@
gmail.com or text 818.554.0035.
Office Space For Rent $600/month, 2nd
floor location w/views, New floors, Closet,
Common Bathroom, Parking, 1 Year Lease,
Commercial use only. Please call Sarah at
760-934-8372

For Hire
Z-Z-ZIPPERS. Sportswear, parkas, pants,
duffels, day packs. Hems too. Expert work,
prompt service. Call 760-873-4499

Open Positions
Temporary Parks Maintenance
Worker
$16.20 - $18.75/hr.
Temporary Trail Crew Leader
$21.71 - $25.13/hr.
Full-time hours available for the 2020
summer months.
For more information and to apply,
visit
www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov,
or call (760) 965-3663

PUBLIC NOTICES
Notice of Public Hearing
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE MAMMOTH
LAKES TOWN COUNCIL will hold a PUBLIC HEARING
on Wednesday, June 17, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. at the Mammoth Lakes Town Council Chamber, Minaret Village
Shopping Center, Suite Z, to consider the following:
Adoption of Fiscal Year 2020-21 Budget.
All persons having an interest in the proposed public
hearing may appear before the Town Council either in
person or represented by counsel and present testimony
or may, prior to said hearing, file with the Town Clerk
written correspondence pertaining thereto.
Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009(b), if this
matter is subsequently challenged in court, the challenge
may be limited to only those issues raised at the public
hearing described in this notice or in written correspondence delivered to the Town of Mammoth Lakes at, or
prior to, the public hearing.
For additional information, please contact Rob Patterson,
Administrative Services/Finance Director, by telephone
at (760) 965-3661or email at rpatterson@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.
BY ORDER OF THE MAMMOTH LAKES TOWN COUNCIL
Dated: May 29, 2020				
Jamie Gray, Town Clerk

TS #2020-0089

NO CLASS-IFIEDS/'SCOPES I 17

Gemini: Truly being listened to is
extremely important to any Gemini.
That’s why your birthday gift to yourself is a promise that this year you will
focus on surrounding yourself with
people who bring out the best in you,
not the stress in you. It’s also a good
idea to realize that every morning you
open at least two more gifts: your eyes.
And if you’re really lucky you also
get to open up a box of your favorite
cereal or your favorite dish.
Cancer: This much we know is true:
Well-behaved women usually make
lousy cocktails. Being sexy isn’t about
how you look, it’s about how you feel,
think and act. A naughty act a day
helps keep the stress away. And Ralph
Waldo Emerson was right, “The first
wealth is health.”
Leo: This is an ideal time for you to accept something magical and wonderful into your life. To help, please adopt
one of these sayings: 1) Sometimes I
question my sanity, but the unicorns
always tell me I’m fine. 2) People are
always as happy as they decide to be.
3) Speak as if it has already happened
and it will. 4) My goal for the day is the
same as always—drink coffee and be
sexy.
Virgo: While Virgos may not show it,
you tend to be hard on yourselves.
To help you overcome this during a
period when life is hard enough on its
own, please remember three things:
Uno) When we cry, no one cares, but
when we smile everyone starts getting
interested. Dos) Life is too short to
spend it battling yourself. Tres Amigos) “In a way, everyone of us has
an El Guapo to face … but as sure as
my name is Lucky Day the people …
can conquer their own personal El
Guapo.”
Libra: Since Libras sometimes get
stuck lugging around too much doubt
and negativity, your advice comes
from Alan Watts. “There is a price to
pay for every increase in consciousness. We cannot be more sensitive to
pleasure without being more sensitive to pain.” And please never forget
that it isn’t your job to make everyone
happy. You’re not a taco.
Scorpio: Having a healthy, open and
honest relationship is one of the big
keys to success for most Scorpios.
Unfortunately, Scorpios often screw
this up by getting into power struggles
with their partners. That’s why Clouds
would like to remind you that relationships are about balance, support and
helping each other achieve his/her
best version. So stop worrying about
who’s wearing the pants and start
agreeing that relationships are best
when no one is wearing pants.
Sagittarius: If all the stress in the
world is weighing you down right now,
that’s okay. It’s all part of the path. All
you have to do is be more accepting
of life, of others and of yourself. So
stay home and watch movies, make
whoopee, take naps, eat your favorite
foods. You—and the world—deserve
a break.
Capricorn: Since we’re still in the
midst of chaos in our country, here’s
a new attitude for you to adopt: On
rough days I always remind myself

that my record for getting through
such days is pretty perfect so far. And
here’s a question to help keep your
over-active mind in check. Why is it
okay that calling someone a “peach”
is a compliment, but calling someone
“bananas” is an insult?
Aquarius: If there’s one thing the
world needs more of right now is
good leadership. Good leadership
is accountable, honest and hopeful.
Basically, the exact opposite of what
we’re seeing at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue right now. Aquarians make great
leaders when they embrace those
principals and remember the words
of President Eisenhower, “You do not
lead by hitting people over the head—
that’s assault, not leadership.”
Pisces: Mental health experts around
the country are concerned that the
current issues caused by the COVID
crisis may lead to almost as many
deaths and the illness itself. That’s why
it more important than ever that we
work on our mental health. Here are
some things that can help: Get regular
exercise. Create healthy routines you
can stick to. Stay in touch with other
people. Make love part of your routine.
Embrace your quarantine-caused
muffin top.
Aries: There is a lot of frustration going
on in the country right now. While
Aries tend to keep your passions and
frustrations in check most of the time,
we all need to blow off some steam
every now and again. Otherwise, we
might blow our tops. That’s why your
new assignment is to find healthy,
clothed and unclothed, ways to relieve
any pressure you’re feeling. And to remember this line by fellow Aries, Maya
Angelou, “Anger is like fire, it burns all
clean.”
Taurus: They say that the key to manifesting anything you want in life is to
already feel thankful for receiving it.
That’s because we tend to attract what
we’re already feeling. If, for example,
we’re pissed off, life usually gives us
more reasons to confirm that feeling.
If we’re feeling hungry or horny or
horrified, we tend to find more reason
to support that. That’s why the second
option is the best one in that last sentence. Just be sure to include “thanks”
in as many sentences as you can.

PERSONALS
I saw you ... protesting in the streets, and
I thought to myself, "Summer is a really
good time of year for protests."
In search of ... someone to lie on a sidewalk with. But just to be clear - I am NOT
into suffocation ... unless you're using your
boobs.
I saw you ... had one hand in your
pocket and the other one was giving the
peace sign. Man, I miss the '90s!
I saw you ... holding your bible upside
down the other day. Fortunately, it didn't
appear like your well-worn bookmark fell
out.
In search of ... a mentor who can teach
me the art of the deal, because I've always
wanted to learn how to cheat at poker.
I saw you ... protesting the other day.
Was I imagining things, or was your bra
protesting even more?
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Notice of Summons
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: Jesse Yzaguirre, an individual,
and all persons claiming by, through, or under such persons
or defendants, and all persons unknown, claiming any legal
or equitable right, title, estate, lien, or interest in the real
property described in the complaint herein adverse to Plaintiff’s claim of title or any cloud on Plaintiff’s title thereto,
with all such persons being included in the persons named
as DOES 1 through 75, inclusive.
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF: Robert A. Miller
NOTICE! You have been sued. The Court may decide against
you without your being heard unless you respond within 30
days. Read the information below.
You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons and
legal papers are served on you to file a written response at
this court and have a copy served on the Plaintiff. A letter
or phone call will not protect you. Your written response
must be in proper legal form if you want the court to hear
your case. There may be a court form that you can use for
your response. You can find these court forms and more
information at the California Courts Online Self-Help Center
(www. courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law library,
or the courthouse nearest you. If you cannot pay the filing
fee, ask the court clerk for a fee waiver form. If you do not
file your response on time, you may lose the case by default,
and your wages, money, and property may be taken without
further warning from the court.
There are other legal requirements. You may want to call an
attorney right away. If you do not know an attorney, you
may want to call an attorney referral service. If you cannot
afford an attorney, you may be eligible for free legal services
from a nonprofit legal services program. You can locate
these nonprofit groups at the California Legal Services Web
Site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), the California Courts
Online Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court or county bar association.
NOTE: The court has a statutory lien for waived fees and
costs on any settlement or arbitration award of $10,000 or
more in a civil case. The court’s lien must be paid before the
court will dismiss the case.
The name and address of the court is: LOS ANGELES
COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT
111 N. Hill Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012
The case number is BC 677225
The name, address, and telephone number of Plaintiff’s
attorney is:
Nicholas S. Nassif, Esq.
LAW OFFICES OF NICHOLAS S. NASSIF
3055 Wilshire Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90010
DATE: November 6, 2019
James E. Blancarte Judicial Officer
TS#2020-0077

Notice of Public Hearing
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Mono County Local
Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) will hold a
Special Meeting and conduct a public hearing on June
25, 2020, at 5:00 p.m. to adopt the fiscal year 2020/21
budget. For more information, contact Melissa Bell
at 760-924-1800 mbell@mono.ca.gov or the LAFCO
website: https://monocounty.ca.gov/lafco
As authorized by Gov. Newsom’s Executive Orders,
N-25-20 and N-29-20, there is no physical location
for this meeting. The meeting will be accessible
remotely by live cast at: https://monocounty.zoom.
us/j/93463358017 and/or by telephone at: 669-9006833, Meeting ID# 934 6335 8017 where members of
the public shall have the right to observe and offer
public comment.
TS #2020-0086

Notice of Vacancies
NOTICE OF VACANCIES
PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION AND RECREATION COMMISSION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that three terms of office on
the Planning and Economic Development Commission
and three terms of office on the Recreation Commission
will become vacant. The terms of appointment are for
four years and will expire on July 31, 2024.
The Planning and Economic Development Commission meetings are scheduled for 2:00 p.m. on the second
Wednesday of each month. The Recreation Commission
meetings are scheduled for the first Tuesday of each
month at 1:30 p.m.
Interested parties should file an application with the
Town Clerk on or before Monday, June 22, 2020 at 5:00
p.m. Application forms (“Application for Public Appointment”) may be obtained from the Town’s website, www.
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov; Town Clerk at the Town
Offices, Minaret Village Shopping Center; by emailing
jgray@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov or by phoning
965-3602.
Dated: May 29, 2020
Jamie Gray, Town Clerk

TS #2020-0090
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Notice of Property Tax Delinquency Notice of Public Hearing
and Impending Default

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 2020/21 BUDGET
The governing board of the Mono County Office of Education (MCOE) has rescheduled their Public Hearing on
the Proposed 2020/21 Budget from May 28th to June 15th.

NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX DELINQUENCY AND
IMPENDING DEFAULT (Rev. & Tax. Code, Section 3351
& 3352)

MCOE will conduct a public hearing on the Proposed
Budget for 2020/21 at a Special Meeting scheduled on
June 15, 2020 at 10:00am.
Due to the Governor’s Shelter-in-Place executive order,
the public will be able to attend the meeting via Zoom.

I, Janet Dutcher, Mono County Director of Finance/
Treasurer-Tax Collector, State of California,
certify as follows:
That at 12:01 a.m. on July 1, 2020, by operation of law, any
real property (unless previously taxdefaulted
and not redeemed) that has any delinquent taxes, assessments, or other charges levied for the fiscal year
2019-2020, and/or any delinquent supplemental taxes
levied prior to the fiscal year 2019-2020, shall be declared
tax-defaulted.

Details for the Zoom Meeting will be released with the
Board agenda on June 10, 2020 and any interested party
may inspect the Proposed Budget at www.monocoe.org
with the current agenda.
Public comment will be accepted by email to board@
monocoe.org no later than 9:00am on June 15, 2020.
The governing board is scheduled to take action on the
adoption of the proposed budget at their regular board
meeting on June 25, 2020 at 10:00 AM.

That unless the tax defaulted property is completely
redeemed through payment of all unpaid amounts,
together with penalties and fees prescribed by law or an
installment plan is initiated and maintained; the property
will become tax-defaulted and may be sold subsequently
at a tax sale to satisfy the tax lien.

TS #2020-0091

Notice of Public Hearing

That a detailed list of all properties remaining tax-defaulted as of July 1, 2020, and not redeemed prior to being
submitted for publication, shall be published on or before
September 8, 2023.

EASTERN SIERRA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
PUBLIC NOTICE
As required by Education Codes 42103, 42127, and 52062,
the governing board of Eastern Sierra Unified School District will hold a public hearing to solicit public comment
on the 2020-2021 proposed Budget of the District, prior to
final adoption.

That information concerning redemption or the initiation
of an installment plan for redemption of tax-defaulted
property will be furnished, upon request, by Gerald A.
Frank. Mono County Asst. Finance Director/
Treasurer-Tax Collector. P.O. Box 495, Bridgeport, CA
93517.

The meeting will be held at a Special Board Meeting
Tuesday, June 16, 2020 at 5:00 p.m.
via Zoom Meeting. Details for the Zoom Meeting will be
released with the agenda on Monday, June 15, 2020.

Inquiries by phone may be directed to (760) 932-5480, or
by email to treasurer@mono.ca.qov.
I certify or (declare), under penalty of perjury, that the
foregoing is true and correct.
Janet Dutcher,
Mono County Finance Director/Treasurer-Tax Collector
Executed at Bridgeport, Mono California, on May 13. 2020

The Budget can be inspected by the public beginning
Friday June 12th, 2020, during the hours of 8 (AM) and 4
PM, at: Location: District Office
Address: 231 Kingsley St, Bridgeport, CA 93517
Posted: June 3, 2020

TS#2020-0082

TS #2020-0093

Notice of Public Hearing
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Mono County Planning Commission will conduct a public hearing on June
18, 2020.
As authorized by Gov. Newsom’s Executive Orders, N-2520 and N-29-20, the meeting will be accessible remotely
by livecast at: https://zoom.us/join and by telephone
at: 669-900-6833 (Meeting ID# is 968 5730 7341) where
members of the public shall have the right to observe and
offer public comment, to consider the following:
10:25 a.m. JUNE LAKE HIGHLANDS SPECIFIC PLAN
AMENDMENT and TRACT MAP AMENDMENTS 34-24
and 34-26 to allow owner-occupied and non-owner occupied transient rentals (less than 30 days).
If approved, all Highlands properties will be eligible to
apply for permits to conduct transient rentals subject to
certain conditions and with a possible cap on the total
number of rentals that may be approved.
In accordance with the California Environmental Quality
Act, a Notice of Exemption will be filed. Project materials
will be made available for public review online at https://
www.monocounty.ca.gov/planning/page/projectsunder-review and hard copies are available for the cost of
reproduction by calling (760) 924-1800.
INTERESTED PERSONS are strongly encouraged to
attend the livecast meeting by phone or online, and to
submit comments by 3 pm on Wednesday, June 17 to
the Secretary of the Planning Commission, PO Box 347,
Mammoth Lakes, CA, 93546, by email at cddcomments@
mono.ca.gov, or via the livecast meeting (technology
permitting).
If you challenge the proposed action(s) in court, you may
be limited to raising only those issues you or someone
else raised at the public hearing described in this notice,
or in written correspondence delivered to Secretary to the
Planning Commission at, or prior to, the public hearing.
TS #2020-0092

Public Notice and Posting
Town of Mammoth Lakes
In keeping with its ongoing efforts to serve all members of the public, The
Town of Mammoth Lakes is updating its Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) transition
plan
and
self-evaluation.
The
accessibility
plan
provides
a
comprehensive plan for accessibility for persons with
disabilities to Town facilities, programs, services, activities and events.
The Town of Mammoth Lakes is seeking input from the community and
organizations assisting persons with disabilities. Your feedback will assist
in addressing and prioritizing current and future accessibility needs.
Your comments and opinions are important to us and will provide valuable
information regarding how the Town can better serve persons with disabilities.
You can also send an email or call the ADA Coordinator with your
comments and suggestions without completing a survey.
Sierra Shultz, Assistant Engineer
ADA/504 Coordinator
Town of Mammoth Lakes
P.O. Box 1609
437 Old Mammoth Rd., Suite 230
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
Phone: 760.965.3654
TTY through California Relay at: 7-1-1
sshultz@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov
Please contact Sierra Shultz, ADA/504 Coordinator, if you have questions
or comments or would like to request a survey in an alternate format.
Information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act can be obtained from
the ADA/504 Coordinator.
The Town of Mammoth Lakes complies with the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990, Public Law 101-336, which prohibits discrimination on the
basis of disability.
Disability Access Consultants, LLC

1-800-743-7067

TS #2020-0087
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calendar of events
TOWN STUFF

TOWN STUFF

Friday, June 5/
Special Graduation Cruise In
Bishop. 6:45-8 p.m. Main Street,
Bishop.

attend via granicus.

Saturday, June 6/
Black Lives Matter protest. Village
at Mammoth plaza. 1 p.m.
Monday, June 8/
FREE COVID-19 testing at the
Public Health pop-up clinic at
Benton Community Center in
Benton. 9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Free
testing, masks, hand sanitizer and
flyers.
Continuation of the Wednesday,
June 3 Mammoth Lakes Tourism
Board meeting. Time: 1 p.m. Attend
via Zoom/Suite Z, Minaret Mall in
Mammoth.
Tuesday, June 9/
Inyo County Board of Supervisors
meets starting 8:30 a.m. over
teleconference. For Zoom link:
visit https://zoom.us/j/868254781.
Agendas available at inyocounty.us
Mono County Board of Supervisors
meets @ 9 a.m. over teleconference.
For agenda and meeting: https://
monocounty.ca.gov/meetings
Wednesday, June 10/
FREE COVID-19 testing at the
Public Health pop-up clinic in front
of the Mammoth Food Bank from
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. Free testing, masks,
hand sanitizer and flyers.
Inyo County hosts a weekly
business to business webinar
hosted by Asst. CAO Leslie
Chapman. Time: 3 p.m. For details/
link, visit www.inyocounty.us.
Mammoth Lakes Town Council
Special Meeting @ 2 p.m. Visit
the Town website @ www.
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov to

AT THE MOVIES
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MAMMOTH LIQUOR

Beer lovers’ candy store
Thursday, June 11/
Selection
of more than 300 beers
Mono County’s Covid-19 weekly
DOORS OPEN, BEER’S COLD,
community conversation. 5:30 p.m.
STOP ON BY!
Log-in information at coronavirus.
monocounty.ca.gov.
Mammoth Trails Committe Meets. 934.6260
Main St. Next to Rick’s
3 p.m. Visit the Town website @
www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov
to attend via granicus.
Friday, June 12/
Eastern Sierra Committee Of
Governments meets. 8:30 a.m.
Ongoing:
Mammoth Taxi Delivery brings you
free local restaurant deliveries. Call
for availability. 760.937.8294.
Vons offers two hours of shopping
Monday-Friday from 7-9 a.m. for
those shoppers who may be virusvulnerable.
Mammoth Food Bank open 10 a.m. 12 p.m. on MWF
As of May 26, most Mono County
Library locations will offer prearranged pick ups for library
materials. You only need a library
card and an internet connection.
Visit monocolibraries.org for a link
to a video tutorial using the online
catalog to search and place a hold on
a title.
The U.S. Census is hiring. Immediate
need for applicants to fill our Census
Taker positions. No experience
necessary; Paid training, Paid
weekly; Flexible Schedule; 57 Cents
per mile driven! Please call: Vicki
Lewis, Recruiter 661.447.7238 or
email @ Victoria.lewis@2020census.
gov for immediate registration
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MLT
continued from page 1
bylaws could interpret Bishop as “Mammoth Lakes area” and that Foster’s lack
of a business license didn’t mean much
as he acts as president of a local company.
McGuire expressed an interest in
amending the bylaws to clear up any
confusion on the matter and tighten up
definitions, an action that fellow boardmember Lynda Salcido agreed with.
Goico took issue with this, recalling a
conversation between himself, Salcido,
and McGuire that concluded with an
agreement to leave those specific bylaws as written. Salcido claimed to not
remember the conversation in question while McGuire explained that the
conversation had happened while Town
Councilmember Cleland Hoff was still
on the MLT board.
“I find it somewhat problematic that
we would amend our bylaws to bring
somebody on,” Goico said, “that kind
of has red flag all over it when I have no
problem with the way it’s written right
now.”
The board ultimately opted to form a
committee to tighten up the bylaws.
And the hits just kept coming
Executive Director John Urdi gave a
presentation on MLT’s FY 2020-2021
fiscal and strategy plan, outlining steps
that the organization is taking to get
back online as quickly as possible while
the economy reopens.
Urdi explained that marketing efforts
would be primarily focused on the
drive markets (i.e. within California or
Nevada) as travelers have reported a decreased interest in air travel as a result
of the Covid-19 pandemic. After that,
they will seek to re-establish destination
tourism by first targeting the west coast
and then the rest of the country by fall.
The economic downturn has severely
impacted MLT’s budget for the upcoming fiscal year, as the majority of its
money comes from tourism-related tax
revenue.
The anticipated revenue for MLT in
FY 2020-2021 is 30% to 40% lower than
projections made for 2019-2020.
Urdi proposed that one way to reduce

the non-profit’s deficit would be by asking Town Council to use joint tourism
reserve money to fund the Chamber of
Commerce, an ask in the neighborhood
of $260,000.
The board disagreed, with Salcido
noting Urdi “should be able to find that
in MLT’s budget.”
Air service funding also proved
contentious, as Urdi advocated for cutting the funding town while Mammoth
Mountain Vice-President (and board
member) Eric Clark argued in favor of
not only keeping existing air service,
but aggressively expanding marketing
efforts to the Northeast (where Alterra
has a slew of resorts and customers that
may wish to visit).
The difference in their rsepectiove
visions amounts to about $1.5 million.
“I want to protect and not pigeonhole
service”, Clark explained, recommending that the extra expenditures can be
covered by MLT reserves.
“What it comes down to,” Urdi said,
“is what are we anticipating for winter
air service?” He added that the reduction in funding was an attempt to limit
risk.
Clark disagreed, arguing that Denver
service is “imperative to keep,” adding
“there’s info out there that they don’t
wanna fly through LA, New York, they
would rather fly thru different hubs.”
“It’s a really important issue for
me, we are focused on the air service
through this entity,” he said. “It hasn’t
been anything that we’re trying to hide.”
McGuire expressed concern about
the logic of paying Measure A dollars
to help something (Bishop Airport)
that lies outside of the Mammoth Lakes
region, noting that it could constitute a
violation.
Urdi responded, stating that MLT
is responsible for air service, not the
physical infrastructure of the proposed
airport in Bishop.
The meeting adjourned at 4 p.m.
ahead of a 4:30 p.m. Town Council
meeting and will readjourn on Monday,
June 8th at 1 p.m. to conclude deliberations and vote on the budget.

THE COCKTAIL CLUB

Covid times call for creativity and on Thursday evenings, the Breakfast Club is transforming
itself into the Cocktail Club from 4-6:30 p.m. Drinking is not just for breakfast anymore.

BOOKS
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A WING AND A PRAYER
The Art of the Deal
Donald J. Trump and Tony Schwartz
Ballantine
367 p.

Published in 1987, ‘The Art of the Deal’
by Donald J. Trump will likely be a relic
studied for years: how did that guy become president? .
The book’s authors are, “Donald J.
Trump with Tony Schwartz.” And as soon
as you research how the book was written, it becomes contentious.
Trump calls the book his “second favorite book of all time behind the bible,”
and has said it is one of his proudest accomplishments.
Schwartz called writing this book the
“greatest regret in [my] life, without question.” Schwartz and the book publisher
claimed Trump had no part in writing the
book.
The book starts with a chapter dedicated to a week in the life of Trump. The
next chapter is titled, “Trump cards:
elements of a deal.” And the rest of the
367 page book is the life of Trump, told
through stories of his experiences in the
real estate industry.
In 1987, Trump was 41. He is now 73.
Nearly 40% of his life is not in this book
and that provides a certain mystique.
The character we see today is, in part, on
the pages of this book. But the degree to
which the previous sentence is true is
nearly impossible to say.
For example when it comes to Trump’s
encounters with the media and his
general rhetoric towards journalism, he
hasn’t really changed his opinion.
“Instead when a reporter asks me a
tough question, I try to frame a positive
answer, even if that means shifting the
ground. For example, if someone asks
me the negative effects the world’s tallest
building might have on the West Side, I
turn the tables and talk about how New
Yorkers deserve the world’s tallest building, and what a boost it will give the city
to have that honor again … I call it truthful hyperbole. It’s an innocent form of
exaggeration - and a very effective form
of promotion.”
Throughout ‘Art of the Deal’ he mentions how valuable the media can be.
Such as his story of building the Wollman
Rink.
The backstory: Trump was fed up that
New York had spent over six years trying
to renovate the rink and offered to build
it himself. The mayor at the time, Ed
Koch, denied Trump in a public fashion.
Then the New York Times, according to
Trump, slammed Koch and New York,
urging the city to give the contract to
Trump. New York obliged. Trump then
built the ice rink within six months.
Trump views the media as a tool.
Something to force the hand of politicians/ people he is doing deals with.
Here is an excerpt from the book right
after the Wollman rink fiasco, “If there’s
one thing I’ve learned from dealing with
politicians over the years, it’s that the
only thing guaranteed to force them into
action is the press- or, more specifically
fear of the press.”
This is the general theme of the book.
Trump’s reductionist view of society.

He claims he was smarter than most
people at college. Dismisses surveys and
number-crunchers. Says “committees
are what insecure people create in order
to put off making hard decisions.” And
then on consultants, “I like consultants
even less than I like committees.” Trump,
multiple times, says that stockbrokers
do nothing more than push a button to
execute a trade. And he hates lawyers.
So what does Trump trumpet?
His instincts. “It pays to have your instincts,” is the exact quote. Over and over,
Trump signs deals or backs out of them
based on his gut.
Like a deal he had in Cincinnati. “Now,
I’m someone who responds to people
I have respect for, and I listen. Again,
it’s instincts, not marketing studies. So
I spent an extra two days in Cincinnati,
and I rode around, and I saw that there
was trouble brewing, that neighborhoods
were getting rough.” And then Trump
sells the deal. Just like that. Two days of
driving around Cincinnati and Trump
knew he had to back out of the deal.
It is hard to say what the book means.
We have the ability to judge past events
with knowledge of how the future turned
out. And even though Schwartz claimed
the book should be “reclassified as
fiction,” Trump comes off as a winner.
Trump is a salesman to the people in the
book and the reader.
He even was a salesman to the people
of America. He used the same sales
pitch as he did in the ‘80s when he was
selling units in the Trump Tower, “We
took our strengths and promoted them
to the skies. From day one, we set out to
sell Trump Tower not just as a beautiful building in a great location but as
an event. We positioned ourselves as
the only place for a certain kind of very
wealthy person to live - the hottest ticket
in town. We were selling fantasy.”
Trump was selling a fantasy then.
He sells fantasy now. And if he loses in
November, it won’t be pretty, “If I went
down, it would have been kicking and
screaming ... That’s just my makeup. I
fight when I feel I’m getting screwed,
even if it’s costly and difficult and highly
risky.”
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Mammoth High School’s commencement takes place next Friday, June 12. The following
three pages feature MHS Senior photos. Principal Annie Rinaldi compiled bios of many of
these students which can be found on Instagram at mhs_huskies.mammothusd.
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A NEW
HOME
FOR
FAMILY
FUN

CALL TO SCHEDULE A PRIVATE TOUR.

HIGHLY ANTICIPATED NEW FLOORPLANS & ARCHITECTURAL STYLES NOW AVAILABLE!
Luxury Mountain Retreats With Miles of Trails, Open Space & Room To Breathe Near Mammoth Mountain.
UP TO 3 BEDS & FLEX ROOM. UP TO 2,152 SQ. FT. • SALES 760-914-2050 • LIVE CREEKHOUSE.COM
All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalBRE #01812140.
2020. All rights reserved.

ANOTHER LUXURY DEVELOPMENT BY THE CHADMAR GROUP

