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Now that John Muir has been disowned by the organization he 
founded (Sierra Club), Lunch has ideas as to potential replacements 
on Mammoth’s welcome sign. See page 2 for more. 

ZOOTOPIA

see SURGE, page 5
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STORM SURGE

The Eastern Sierra is cur-
rently a zoo. Thousands 
have flocked here to 

‘escape’ quarantine. But now 
Mono County is on a State 
watch list which could lead to a 
shutdown if the current Covid 
spike does not ease. 

The possibility of a shutdown 
is especially scary for business-
es that barely scraped through 
the last one.

Millions of stimulus dollars 
kept folks afloat the first time 
around until the economy 
reopened. 

A second shutdown could 
again leave local business 
owners subject to the whims of 
federal aid programs. 

But all in all, what does the 
local economy look like right 
now?

“If we look at Memorial Day 
to now (July 21), and compare 
it to that same timeframe last 
year, we are up 30%,” said Ray 
McMillan, General Manager at 
P3. McMillan claims that bike 
sales this year have been, “the 
hottest thing since sunburns.”

“If this wasn’t a pandemic, it 
would just be a crazy summer,” 
said McMillan. 

But this is a pandemic. 
Increased business can make 
employees wary of the risks of 
COVID and even though P3 
has a customer capacity and 
requires masks, McMillan told 
The Sheet that the Town has 
‘COVID’ audited them three 
times now.

The Town is doing its best to 
ensure that local businesses 
have the necessary resources. 
According to a powerpoint 
presentation at the July 15 
Town Council meeting, the 
County has given out “13,850 
pairs of gloves, 280 gallons of 
hand sanitizer, 187 gallons of 
concentrated disinfectant, and 
12,445 N95 masks, 71,600 surgi-
cal masks, and 6,000 small N95 
masks to the hospital.”

McMillan kept his message 
simple, “We just want tourists 
to be responsible and respect-
ful. You know, pack it in, pack it 
out, leave no trace.”

Despite all the PPE and 
watchlist talk, businesses do 
appear to be doing better. Lee-
anne Barnett, store manager at 
Sun and Ski Sports in Mam-
moth, noted, “Business has 

By Page

“It’s weird,” Mammoth resi-
dent Corinne Brown told 
the Sheet, “when you have 

to leave Mammoth to go to 
Yosemite to get away from the 
crowds.” 

Brown and friend Sue Jamie-
son were relaxing, sitting off the 
tailgate of their car in the Cold-
water parking lot on Sunday 
afternoon, enjoying a beer after 
a twelve mile hike. The parking 
lot was still relatively full at 2:45 
p.m., even with storm clouds 
threatening overhead. Accord-
ing to Jamieson, the parking 
lot was so full the day before 
that people had to park at Lake 
Mary and walk up through 
Coldwater Campground to 
reach the trailheads. 

Over at Horseshoe Lake, cars 
were pulled up onto the sides of 
the road and groups of people 

clustered together along the 
lakeshore; kids ran in and out 
of the water while adults bat-
tled the wind on paddleboards. 
Tourists lined the railing at 
the Twin Falls overlook, taking 
pictures and mingling with 
one another while a father and 
daughter, wearing masks, stood 
twenty feet away, casting un-
easy glances at the large group 
in the middle of the overlook.

The vast majority of the folks 
enjoying the Lakes Basin on 
Sunday were not wearing or 
carrying masks. 

Concerns about overcrowd-
ing in the area have increased 
as Mono County, and Mam-
moth Lakes in particular, has 
seen a spike in Covid-19 cases 
in recent weeks. Many outdoor 
seating areas were full through-
out the week and trailhead 

parking was scarce.
Yosemite, which is limiting 

daily visitors during the pan-
demic, has reported Covid-19 
contamination in the park’s 
wastewater and while the park 
had not seen any cases, the 
evidence would indicate that 
more than 150 people may 
have been infected in the park 
since the beginning of July. 

Mono County’s Covid-19 
numbers have jumped in the 
past 3 weeks, with 61 new posi-
tive test results reported since 
July 2. The County now sits at 
101 positive cases, 96 of which 
can be traced back to Mammot 
Lakes.

At Tuesday’s Mono County 
Board of Supervisors meeting, 
County Administrative Officer 
Bob Lawton told the board, 

Businesses grapple with big crowds, limited capacity

Some visitors to Coldwater Campground may want to brush up on their reading comprehension 

Sun and Ski Sports staff Leeanne Barnett and Austin Long

see BUSINESS, page 8
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$50 million but I was just as happy when I had $48 million.” Perhaps some-
one can forward this editorial to Alterra senior management. A good post-it 
note for the corporate offices when you resume making money hand-over-
fist. 

Mike Tyson: “Sometimes I put on a ski mask and dress in old clothes, go 
out on the streets and beg for quarters.” This could be a good reminder for 
our legions of public employees. Maybe exit your cocoons once in awhile to 
see what effect your directives and mandates are having on small business 
owners who don’t enjoy the cradle-to-grave care you enjoy.

Roger Stone: “Unless you can fake sincerity, you’ll get nowhere in this 
business.” A good reminder for our harried front-line employees - at least 
the ones who still have to work versus stay at home and collect the CARES 
$600.

But the winner, clearly, is Dolly Parton: “It costs a lot of money to look this 
cheap.” 

No explanation required. 
This editorial written by newspaper dinosaur Jack Lunch, who’s had a 

knack for doing things and celebrating things which inevitably fall out of 
fashion or become utter relics since 2003. 

How Dense Can We Be?         

Pretty damn dense, as it turns out.     
That was the old Advocates for Mammoth slogan from the 2000s. Every 

once in while, you’ll see that bumper sticker on an old Subaru. 
John Walter is missed. 
Back then, the Advocates warned about population density and environ-

mental degradation. No one wanted to listen. There was too much money 
in not listening. The Advocates were perceived as a bunch of aging NIMBYs 
(Not in My Backyard). 

And now … the place is overrun. 
Mammoth Lakes Recreation Executive Director Matt McClain said this 

week, “The trash, the parking, the behavior … has never been so bad. 
They’re pulling up RVs to the banks of the Owens River. There was even a 
car on the beach at Horseshoe with a popped tent.” 

Mammoth Lakes Town Council pretended to address the issue at its last 
meeting by tying provision of Measure A marketing dollars to Mammoth 

DOLLYWOOD WEST

www.yogalabmammoth.com 
Class sizes are capped. Bring your mask and mat.

YOGA OUTDOORSYOGA OUTDOORS

MORNING CLASSES ON LAKE MARY - POKONOBE DECKMORNING CLASSES ON LAKE MARY - POKONOBE DECK

DONATION BASED YOGA IN THE VILLAGEDONATION BASED YOGA IN THE VILLAGE

If there’s one thing about Mammoth, it’s that we have a knack for doing 
things and celebrating things which inevitably fall out of fashion or become 
utter relics.

There’s the new Mono County Civic Center. Thank God we’ll be paying 
that off for the next three decades, now that we’ve determined most folks 
can just work from home. 

Or consider the monument signs we have at the entrance to town featur-
ing the John Muir quotes. That was the brainchild of former Planning Com-
missioner Elizabeth Tenney, who opined that Mammoth needed something 
at the entrance to town which would suggest a “sense of place.” 

Never mind it would make a good photo op. And people would send their 
selfies all over the world. 

Fast-forward to this week, when Sierra Club Executive Director Michael 
Brune, issued a long letter condemning the Club’s racist past and its found-
er, John Muir (see related news brief p. 4). 

So this got me to thinking. While it’s certainly a disappointment to have 
Muir discredited, it also provides us as a community the opportunity to 
adopt slogans which better reflect our town and beliefs. 

Let me present a few finalists before revealing my suggestion as Muir’s 
replacement. 

Martha Stewart: “So the pie isn’t perfect? Cut it into wedges, stay in con-
trol and never panic.” This seems like excellent governing advice for our lo-
cal leaders. And an admonition to our guests that they’re here on vacation. 
Relax. You’ll get your piece of the Sierra, and you don’t have to litter the 
forest or park in a stream to get it. 

Yogi Berra: “You’ve got to be very careful if you don’t know where you are 
going, because you might not get there.” This neatly sums up 18 years of my 
career covering the Mammoth Lakes Town Council.

Dave Chappelle: “I’m cool with failing so long as I know that there are 
people around me that love me unconditionally.” Some encouragement 
here to Mammoth’s Town Council, which is absolutely terrified of failing, 
so it remains resolute in its determination to do nothing. Cleland, Kirk, 
Lynda, John … I love you unconditionally. I really do. I love you too, Bill, but 
refreshingly, you’re too old and curmudgeonly to give a shit about failure/
change your mind. Now that you know I love you - do something!

Arnold Schwarzenegger: “Money doesn’t make you happy. I now have 

Lakes Tourism (MLT) to a promise 
that MLT will do more destination 
management/Covid outreach. 

So now we have Sasquatch hiking. 
But he’s in a mask. What a revolu-
tionary message! But would you pay 
$5.8 million for that? Is it enough to 
dissuade the behavior we’re wit-
nessing? 

Would we be better served by a 
multi-pronged attack? 

There is a certain irony here. 
McClain is on the ropes. The Town 
(Council, Holler) wishes to defund 
MLR because it doesn’t have the 
guts to confront MLT or its own staff 
about making one iota of sacrifice, 
But McClain and MLR are the logi-
cal choice to fulfill a need right now. 





LETTERS
We need Steve 

Dear Editor,

Some years ago I had a bear break 
into my garage.  I was mystified, as I kept 
no food or garbage there.  I called Steve 
Searles, and he came over right away and 
took a look.  He identified a container 
of cleaning supplies I had in the garage 
that attracted the bear; I did not realize 
that sometimes bears are attracted to 
smells that may not seem pleasing to us 
humans.  I removed the cleaning sup-
plies, had the garage door repaired, and 
the bear did not come back.

I had a problem with a bear last week, 
and I called Steve.  He told me that he 
was unable to help, and I discovered 
further details of what had happened in 
the Sheet. 

In this same issue of the Sheet, another 
article tells us that our town is commit-
ting an outrageously unbelievable sum 
of money to Tourism.

I simply cannot believe that our town 
cannot afford the additional $37,500 
to keep Steve in his position, through 
which he protects the people who live 
here, second homeowners, tourists, and 
the bears.  They say that the police can 
handle it, that Steve has trained them.  
No-one has Steve’s knowledge and ex-
pertise to deal effectively and humanely 
with our bears, knowledge that comes 
from years of full time learning and 
experience.  

Simply put: this town, OUR town, 
needs Steve Searles.  The BEARS need 
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Steve Searles.  To those in charge of this 
budget, if you care about all of the people 
who live here, and who recreate here, 
and if you care about the bears, change 
the budget.  Steve is a top priority.

Betty Jo Stanovich
Mammoth Lakes 

Muir distance 

The following is a condensed 
version of a post made this week 
by Sierra Club Executive Director 
Michael Brune, apologizing for some 
of the views of the Club’s founders and 
promising to make amends.

The Sierra Club is a 128-year-old or-
ganization with a complex history, some 
of which has caused significant and 
immeasurable harm. As defenders of 
Black life pull down Confederate monu-
ments across the country, we must also 
take this moment to reexamine our past 
and our substantial role in perpetuating 
white supremacy. 

It’s time to take down some of our 
own monuments, starting with some 
truth-telling about the Sierra Club’s early 
history. That will be followed by posts 
on how we’ve had to evolve on issues 
of immigration and population control, 
environmental justice, and Indigenous 
sovereignty. We will also devote a post 
to a discussion of how the Sierra Club is 
working to center the voices of people 
we have historically ignored, so we can 
begin repairing some of the harms done. 

The most monumental figure in the 
Sierra Club’s past is John Muir. Beloved 
by many of our members, his writings 
taught generations of people to see the 
sacredness of nature. But Muir main-
tained friendships with people like 
Henry Fairfield Osborn, who worked for 
both the conservation of nature and the 
conservation of the white race. Head 
of the New York Zoological Society and 
the board of trustees of the American 
Museum of Natural History, Osborn also 
helped found the American Eugenics 
Society in the years after Muir’s death. 

And Muir was not immune to the rac-
ism peddled by many in the early con-
servation movement. He made deroga-
tory comments about Black people and 
Indigenous peoples that drew on deeply 
harmful racist stereotypes, though his 
views evolved later in his life. As the 
most iconic figure in Sierra Club history, 
Muir’s words and actions carry an es-
pecially heavy weight. They continue to 
hurt and alienate Indigenous people and 
people of color who come into contact 
with the Sierra Club. 

Other early Sierra Club members and 
leaders -- like Joseph LeConte and David 
Starr Jordan -- were vocal advocates for 
white supremacy and its pseudo-scien-
tific arm, eugenics. Jordan, for example, 
served on the board of directors during 
Muir’s presidency. A “kingpin”of the eu-
genics movement, he pushed for forced-
sterilization laws and programs that 
deprived tens of thousands of women 
of their right to bear children -- mostly 
Black, Latinx, Indigenous, and poor 

women, and those living with disabilities 
and mental illness. He cofounded the 
Human Betterment Foundation, whose 
research and model laws were used to 
create Nazi Germany’s eugenics legisla-
tion.

The Sierra Club that I want to belong to 
not only acknowledges that reality, it also 
works to counter racism and exclusion 
wherever it occurs -- in our parks and 
wilderness areas, in our communities, in 
the halls of power, and especially among 
our own staff, volunteers, and 3.8 million 
members and supporters.

Pending approval from our board, we 
will shift $5 million from our budget over 
the next year -- and more in the years to 
come -- to make long-overdue invest-
ments in our staff of color and our envi-
ronmental and racial justice work. We 
will create a dialogue with, and resources 
for, our members about the intersec-
tion between racism and environmental 
justice issues, and invest in our HR and 
training capacities to ensure that staff, 
volunteers, and members are held ac-
countable for any harm they inflict upon 
members of our Sierra Club community 
who identify as Black, Indigenous, or 
people of color. We will also spend the 
next year studying our history and deter-
mining which of our monuments need to 
be renamed or pulled down entirely.



SURGE
continued from page 1
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“There’s a real chance that if left 
unchecked, this latest spike might 
necessitate a broad-based ratcheting 
back of activities.” 

Public Health Officer Tom Boo 
described the spike as “a very alarming 
situation,” adding “We’ve crossed the 
thresholds identified in my attestation 
(for reopening) and state monitoring.” 

Counties are put on the state moni-
toring list if they exceed an 8% positiv-
ity rate over a seven-day period. Mono 
County exceeded 11% over the past 
weekend. 

Although county officials anticipated 
a second wave of Covid-19 hitting the 
region, “what we don’t know is what’s 
in our immediate future,” said Mam-
moth Fire Chief and EOC (Emergency 
Operations Center) representative 
Frank Frievalt. Part of what’s making 
the future unknown is the lack of rapid 
response tests and slow return times, 
up to a week, for normal tests. 

As one local restaurant owner joked 
this week, “By the time someone is 
identified as positive, their quarantine 
period is half over.” 

In conjunction with Mammoth of-
ficials, the county has released new or-
ders that specifically target Mammoth 
Lakes restaurants in an attempt to curb 
the spread of the coronavirus. 30% of 
a restaurant’s employees have to be 
tested, free of charge, within a week 
and all employees will be required 
to wear surgical or N-95 masks at all 
times. These face coverings provide 
additional protection to the user.

In addition, employees are recom-
mended to wear eye protection and 
an impermeable apron (rubber or 
similar) and will be screened at work 
as opposed to self-screening at home. 
The county requires a new attestation 
from restaurants by July 28. 

Failure to produce said attestation 
will result in the offending restaurant’s 
closure until it is able to complete the 
attestation process. 

Initial code violations will result in 
a 72-hour closure, a second violation 
will result in a five day closure, and 
additional violations will close restau-
rants for at least seven days. All the 
while, traditional punishments (fines, 
reporting to the Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission, etc.) apply on top of the 
closures. 

Why the tough love for restaurants? 
Frievalt explained that there is a 

noticeable correlation between posi-
tive Covid-19 cases and restaurants; 
county officials reported 65% of recent 
cases in Mammoth Lakes are related to 
restaurants.

He added that high turnover at res-
taurants, coupled with the need to take 
masks off to eat, creates an increased 
potential for spread. “Our visitors 
are the vector [of transmission],” he 
explained.

All that is to say that Mono County 
will be placed on the state’s monitor-
ing list by the end of the week; if the 
situation doesn’t change within three 
days of being placed on the list, a new 
round of closures goes into effect. 

Which means Sunday, July 26 could 
be doomsday.

Those closures, with some modifica-
tions, include dine-in restaurants, win-

eries, movie theaters, bowling alleys, 
zoos/museums, cardrooms, gyms, nail 
salons, places of worship, and tattoo 
parlors. Additionally, schools cannot 
reopen while their respective counties 
remain on the list. 

Supervisor Jennifer Kreitz hit back 
at Frievalt labeling visitors as vectors, 
telling him that “blaming … causes 
people on social media to be mean to 
each other. I would caution us again to 
watch our language.”

“We’re also a community that has 
to travel to get things, Kreitz said. “To 
a lot of degree, we could be vectors 
ourselves by going out to get our car 
serviced or whatever.”

She added that “Most of the 84 [now 
101] people testing positive are locals 
…we want to focus on people being 
safe and healthy and not [described as] 
these ‘vectors’.”

Frievalt admitted that designating 
visitors as “vectors” wasn’t the best 
way of stating the issue but reiterated 
the fact high turnover rate, a measure 
of success for restaurants, can’t be 
ignored.

“I stand by fact that it’s the increased 
economic activity that our visitation 
provides thats making it tough for us to 
keep it contained.”

Both Kreitz and Supervisor Fred 
Stump were frustrated by the lack of 
accurate information coming from the 
county and EOC. Kreitz asked for con-
text for the numbers on the county’s 
Covid website, asking, “Are we trying 
to use fear to get people to do what 
we want? I don’t believe in that but it 
seems as though that’s where we’re 
trying to go.”

Board Chair Stacy Corless noted that 
“visitation is high … and the capacity 
to manage that visitation is low and 
that’s really something we need to 
address as directly as possible.” She 
and Stump suggested trying to lower 
weekend visitation and sending out 
“we’re full” messaging through online 
platforms.

During public comment, Michelle 
Layne, owner and operator at Tom’s 
Place, told the Supervisors that her 
business currently operates at a 25% 
daily loss and added “We’re not over-
whelmed in business capacity but it 
looks like it because we had no one 
here to begin with.”

One caller, who explained that he 
worked at a local marina, responded to 
the discussion around labeling visitors 
as vectors by noting that, while sanitiz-
ing rental equipment, visitors will tell 
him that there’s no need to do so, that 
they’re not worried, and the virus is a 
hoax. 

“People traveling here are making a 
conscious decision to put themselves 
at risk and other people at risk,” he 
said. 

Back at Coldwater, Brown and 
Jamison reported the crowds had 
thinned about three miles up the 
trail and that they encountered only 
one another person, another local, 
upon arriving at the end of the trail. 
“We make a point to go places people 
aren’t,” Jamieson explained.

After a thoughtful sip, she added 
with a laugh, “John Urdi is doing too 
good of a job.”

NIH
RURAL HEALTH CLINIC

¿Está luchando con la
dependencia a los opiáceos? 

Northern Inyo Healthcare District ofrece
Tratamiento con Asistencia de Medicinas 

para quienes necesitan ayuda. 

La Clínica Rural, en Bishop, California, es una opción de 
atención médica primaria que ofrece servicio seis días a la 
semana (lunes-sábado).

o  Atención Informada de 
 Traumatismos
o   Reducción del daño
o  Información de los trastornos  
 por el uso de substancias

¿ Qué es el Tratamiento con Asistencia de Medicinas?
El Tratamiento con Asistencia de Medicinas (MAT por sus 
siglas en inglés) es una forma de tratamiento con base en 
evidencias, que utiliza diferentes medicinas para los tras-
tornos por el uso de substancias. MAT ha demostrado ser 
muy efectivo en conjunción con terapia de salud del 
comportamiento.

Bene�cios de MAT
  Reduce el número

de muertes.

 Reduce los comporta-
 mientos de riesgo.

 Reduce el riesgo
 de recaer.

Estabiliza a las personas
para que puedan
enfocarse en la terapia.

Mejora la calidad de vida.

Si usted o un ser querido esta luchan-
do con un trastorno por el uso de 
substancias, nuestro personal está 
aquí para ayudarle. Ofrecemos:

Tratamiento con Asistencia de  
 Medicinas.

Terapia de medicina naturista.

 Telemedicina.

Terapia individual.

Terapia de grupo.

Para más información, por favor hable a:
La Clínica Rural - Coordinación de Asistencia Médica

(760) 873-2031
153-B Pioneer Lane, Bishop

Como llegar: La Clínica Rural está localizada en Bishop, California. Bishop esta aproximadamente 
40 millas al sur de Mammoth Lakes, y a 150 millas al norte de Ridgecrest por la carretera panorámi-
ca 395. Localizada en el centro de Bishop, de la calle Main St. (Hwy 395), diríjase al oeste de la calle 
Line St. (Hwy 168) hasta que llegue a Pioneer Lane, gire a la derecha en Pioneer Lane.











Ofrecemos:
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By Jasper Page

SCHOOL’S OUT FOR ...

LOCAL NEWS

CLEANUP DAY AT 
THE LAKES BASIN

SATURDAY, 
AUGUST 1 • 3–6PM

Let’s take pride in our 
natural resources and clean up 

the Lakes Basin. Bring your 
friends and family to the 

Pokonobe Marina for a fun 
afternoon with prizes and 

giveaways!

For the safety of yourself and 
others to prevent the spread of 

COVID-19, all participants will be 
required to wear a face mask. 

Snacks, Drinks and
Cleanup Supplies Provided!

For more info, 
go to RekaOutdoors.com
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After two months of intensive 
strategic planning with no stone 
unturned, Mammoth Unified 

has decided there will be no in-seat 
classes this coming school year.

On July 6th, Mammoth parents were 
issued a digital flier announcing two 
potential options for the upcoming 
2020-2021 school year. The options 
were the MILES Distance Learning 
Program and the FLEXible Learning 
Program. 

“MILES” or Mammoth Independent 
Learning and Enrichment School 
would have students stay home full-
time and use a private online learning 
program called Edgenuity. 

This option is a way for MUSD to 
keep students within the district while 
still allowing them to use an online-
based program.

However, since the MILES program 
revolves around an online schooling 
program and does not require daily at-
tendance, it is considered independent 
study. By law, the school can’t have 
more than ten percent of students on 
independent study. 

The FLEX program is a hybrid online 
and in-seat program. This would have 
students physically attending school 

two days a week and completing 
the rest of their learning online with 
teacher-distributed assignments and 
lectures. 

A large issue with this idea is that 
legally, if one student tested posi-
tive for Covid-19, that student would 
be quarantined for two weeks along 
with any student who was within six 
feet of the positive case for more than 
ten minutes. On top of that, if 5% of a 
school district shuts down, the rest of 
the district must shut down as well.

“We are really working to avoid 
that ‘popcorn reopening’ as much 
as possible,” said MUSD Superinten-
dent Jennifer Wildman. By “popcorn 
reopening” Wildman was referring to 
constantly opening and shutting down 
and opening yet again.

Comparatively, Eastern Sierra Uni-
fied School District planned to reopen 
as usual on August 20th. However, “ES-
USD has not made a definite decision 
as we are waiting to see what happens 
with the state and local health orders,” 
said Superintendent Heidi Torix. 

 It’s important to note that ESUSD 
has a 12 to 1 student-teacher ratio, 
compared to Mammoth’s 21 to 1. 
“ESUSD has small enough class sizes 

to socially distance our students while 
having them all in attendance at the 
same time,” said Torix. 

Meanwhile, Governor Gavin New-
som announced new restrictions this 
week for counties on the statewide 
Covid watchlist.

36 counties are on the list as of 
Thursday, July 23, including Mono 
County. Schools in those counties 
must practice distance learning until 
removed from the watchlist for four-
teen days. 

“It’s not looking good for in-person 
school to reopen,” said Dr. Boo at the 
“School Reopening Task Force” meet-
ing on July 21. 

During that meeting, the FLEX pro-
gram was replaced with a fully online 
educational process that consists of 
assignments distributed by MUSD 
teachers through a program called 
Google Classroom.

New laws require daily live interac-
tion with teachers and other students. 
This would mean students would have 
to log on to scheduled zoom calls with 
all of their classes on a daily basis.

This is set as each parent’s default 
decision. If they want to choose the 

MILES program, the sign-up form must 
be completed before August 7. 

The “School Reopening Task Force” 
met last Thursday, July 16. The task 
force, 29 (not a misprint) deep, consists 
of teachers, parents and school board 
members.

The task force plans to continue dis-
tance learning for the first semester of 
the 2020-2021 school year. Whether the 
second semester will be different de-
pends on whether or not Mono County 
can get itself taken off the watchlist.

An official decision will be made 
August 1.

The Sheet asked middle school sci-
ence teacher John “Gil” Campos, who 
has been tasked with teaching 6th 
grade and 8th grade science, for his 
thoughts on the MILES and FLEX pro-
grams. “I’m outta the loop, what’s the 
MILES program?” he said at first.

The Sheet explained.
“I think it’s great the district is try-

ing to find new ways to offer classes 
to their students,” said Campos. “The 
more options students and their fami-
lies have, the better. Especially in ways 
that keep students safety in mind.”

Although there is not much hope for 
in-seat classes, The Sheet asked a few 
high schoolers whether they’d prefer 
a hybrid online and in-seat program 
all administered by teachers or a fully 
online program without a teacher. 

Junior Carlotta Koehler wants to go 
to school. “That way we could actually 
ask our teachers stuff and see people,” 
said Koehler. 

Of the 20 students asked, 14 pre-
ferred the FLEX program. 
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Local schools uncertain of what learning will look like this fall



LOCAL BRIEFS
Congress passes
Great American Outdoors Act

On Wednesday, Congress passed the 
Great American Outdoors Act by a vote 
of 310-107, legislation President Trump 
indicates he will sign. 

The bill passed in the U.S. Senate by a 
71-29 margin.

The legislation, introduced by a 
bipartisan group of 52 senators, will 
permanently fund the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund, which uses oil and 
gas revenues to pay for public land 
expansion, natural area safeguards, and 
protection for cultural sites. The LWCF 
has been consistently underfunded for 
years. The new funding for LWCF clocks 
in at $900 million/year, none of which is 
taxpayer funded. 

In addition, the Great American 
Outdoors Act will begin to process a $20 
billion backlog of deferred maintenance 
work in the National Parks System. 

In an op-ed for The Hill, Senator Steve 
Daines (R-Montana) wrote, “Having 
grown up lucky enough to visit many 
national parks, I am passionate about 
preserving these beautiful places for 
future generations.” Daines saw the ef-
fort as a key example of bipartisanship 
and working across the aisle to achieve 
meaningful and lasting legislation. 

“It took public lands to bring a 
divided government together, and the 
“Great American Outdoors Act” is no 
exception. The bill will prove to be a 
roadmap for future legislative collabo-
ration, and we look forward to President 

Trump signing it into law...The unifying 
power of our nation’s natural wonders 
will provide a much needed lift of the 
American spirit.”

Will Shafroth, President and CEO of 
the National Parks Foundation, wrote 
in a press release, “The Great American 
Outdoors Act’s substantial investments 
in our iconic landscapes, hallowed bat-
tlefields, and important historical and 
cultural sites will enhance the Founda-
tion’s work to enrich national parks with 
philanthropic support. With meaningful 
federal resources devoted to long over-
due park maintenance needs, philan-
thropic partners can focus on funding 
innovative projects that enhance the 
visitor experience and ensure our parks 
reach their highest potential.”
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3.2 million trout euthanized

Three California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (CDFW) fish hatchery facil-
ities in the Eastern Sierra and Southern 
California have been battling a bacterial 
outbreak that has affected 3.2 million 
fish. This week, after consultation with 
fish pathology experts and exhaust-
ing all avenues of treatment, CDFW 
announced that the fish, which are all 
trout, at the affected facilities must be 
euthanized in order to stop the spread 
of the outbreak.

The affected facilities – Mojave River 
Hatchery, Black Rock Hatchery and Fish 
Springs Hatchery – usually provide fish 
for stocking waterways in CDFW’s South 
Coast Region and Inland Desert Region. 

The euthanization of all the fish at these 
facilities will have a profound effect on 
CDFW’s ability to stock fish for anglers 
in those regions in the near future.

“Euthanizing our hatchery stocks was 
not a decision we came to lightly, but it 
had to be done,” said Jay Rowan envi-
ronmental program manager for CDFW 
hatcheries. “This bacterium is resistant 
to all the treatment options we have 
available for fish. The fish losses were 
getting worse despite our treatments. 
The best option we have available that 
will get us back to planting fish from 
these hatcheries in the shortest timeline 
is to clear the raceways, thoroughly dis-
infect the facilities, and start over.”

Research of treatment options 
see BRIEFS, page 12

SHAKESPEARE IN THE WOODS? 

Sierra Classic Theatre announced last week that, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, it would be postponing its production of The Tempest until 
summer 2021. Yet, there is still Shakespeare in the Woods this year, as the Shakespeare Kids Camp (produced by Mammoth Lakes Repertory 
Theatre and directed by the Cy Brown (center, blue mask) is very much underway despite a hail storm which brought the first day of camp to an 
abrupt, wet halt. Above: campers practice their swordplay. 
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been great since we opened. But it has 
been really challenging.”

The challenge Bar-
nett was referencing 
was simply keeping 
up with regulations. 
Sun and Ski allows 
a certain amount of 
people in-store at any 
given time depending 
on how many people 
are working and how 
big the customer 
groups are. This is “up 
to the employees’ dis-
cretion” according to 
Barnett. When these 
customers come in, 
they touch things and 
Sun and Ski employees have to sani-
tize everything that has been touched.

*Heaven forbid Utah Jazz Center 
Rudy Gobert pops in. 

“We are encouraging people to 
only touch what they might buy,” said 
Austin Long, Hard Goods Coordinator 
at Sun and Ski.

Long told The Sheet, “But it gets 
really hard with kids, it is impossible 
to stop them from touching merchan-
dise.” Long also mentioned that regu-
lations regarding kids wearing masks 
is nearly impossible to enforce. “You 
can tell parents to mask up their kids 
but they will respond with, ‘Where 
does it say kids need to wear masks?’” 

Long claimed it is hard to find 
orders requiring kids to wear masks 
putting him in an uncomfortable 

position. Fortunately for Long, the old 
adage does say, “you can’t fix stupid.”

When it came to 
the actual year-over-
year business for Sun 
and Ski, Barnett said, 
“The foot traffic has 
been incredible and 
business has been 
good. But we opened 
.last November so we 
don’t have a baseline 
to compare it to.”

The Village at 
Mammoth has been 
just as busy as Main 
Street. “It doesn’t feel 
busy but it is,” said 
Addi Leguna, the 

Assistant Manager at Mammoth Shirt 
Company. 

The Village did feel emptier than 
previous summers. Leguna didn’t 
know why but felt like business is up. 
“I think it has been busier than last 
summer. I don’t have any numbers 
or anything but all day we have had 
people. When I open up at 9 a.m. 
people are already here. That didn’t 
happen last year.”

Like P3 and Sun and Ski, Mammoth 
Shirt Company is operating under 
different restrictions. There is hand 
sanitizer at the entrance, a capacity 
of patrons, and every garment that is 
tried on must be sanitized. 

“[The new regulations] have been 
rough. Everything is still so new and 
we are still learning,” said Leguna.

Different set-ups facilitate an array 
of opinions on how safe one feels in a 
store.

At Wave Rave, the main question is 
how did the employees feel about not 
letting the customers into the shop. “I 
think our set-up is great. It definitely 
makes us [as employees] feel more 
comfortable,” said Jimmy Goodman.

Goodman’s co-worker Alex Carlson 
agreed, “I’m stoked our owner Steve 
[Klassen] respects us enough to let us 
be hands-free and keep customers out 
of the shop, keeping us safe.”

The Wave Rave employees did 
seem relaxed. There was a guy hacky 
sacking, one guy cleaning bikes, and 
another back behind the desk. They 

were always able to maintain social 
distancing guidelines and were not 
burdened by constant sanitation of 
retail items.

For the last stop, The Sheet ventured 
into Rick’s Sporting Center to see how 
the Mammoth staple was doing. Rick 
Flamson didn’t say much besides, 
“We’re hanging in there,” and “Just 
write down ‘if you enter my store, you 
have to wear a mask.’”

BUSINESS
continued from page 1

NOW AT ACE

ACE PAINT STUDIO

Wave Rave employee Alex Carlson 
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On July 8, a letter opposing a new 
recreation trail planned in the 
Wildland-Urban interface was 

submitted on behalf of several conser-
vation groups to Mammoth District 
Ranger Gordon Martin. The 18 page 
letter demanded the Inyo National Forest 
“re-scope and prepare an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) on the long section of 
multi-use trail proposed in Solitude Can-
yon and atop the Sherwin Ridge.”

    
Background

The proposed Solitude-Sherwins Trail 
project dates back to 2008 when a group 
of locals formed the Sherwins Working 
Group in order to create more trails in 
the Sherwin area. The work done by the 
Sherwins Working Group went through 
multiple twists and turns and ended up 
turning into SHARP (Sherwins Area Rec-
reation Plan) ID #29.

There were obviously more SHARP 
(1-31) projects but when a Forest Service 
team comprised of biologists, hy-
drologists, archaeologists and botanists 
scoured the 70 miles of trail proposals 
they came back and said almost every 
project would require at the very least, 
an Environmental Assessment (EA). An 
EA in this case could cost up to six figures 
and the Town was not excited about the 
prospect of paying the fee.

According to the USFS team, SHARP 
ID #29 would not require an EA and was 
eligible for categorical exclusion meaning 
no more detailed studies would need to 
be performed. 

The Town designates $300,000 of Mea-

SOLITUDE DRAWS A CROWD (OF COMMENTS)
By Hite

sure R funds towards Trails each year but 
thus far, no major trails have been built 
(Mammoth Trails did add a Meadow 

Trail Connector and a Mammoth Rock 
Trail Connector). Traiols enthusiasts feel 
the Solitude trail represents an opportu-

nity to improve the trails infrastructure 
in the area.

Lorem ipsum dolor 

sit amet, consectetur 

adipiscing elit, sed 

do eiusmod tempor 

Lorem ipsum dolor 

sit amet, consectetur 

adipiscing elit, sed 

do eiusmod tempor 

                             100% Made in the USASSttoopp  bbyy  ttoo  
sseeee  oouurr  
fflloooorr  mmooddeell  
ddiissppllaayyss

ccoommee  
mmeeeett  
OOlliivvee  
mmaassccoott  
aanndd  ssttoorree  
ppuuppppyy!!

see SOLITUDE, page 10
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In tandem with returning (some) em-
ployees to their offices after months 
of remote work, Mono County is also 

completing the final stages of moving out 
of its old offices in the Minaret Mall and 
into the new Civic Center, an imposingly 
modern building next to the courthouse 
in Mammoth Lakes. 

County Staff gave a report on this at 
Tuesday’s Mono Board of Supervisors 
meeting. The upshot: the Civic Center is 
now ready for staff to actually start work-
ing there—but even as the County allows 
more employees to re-enter their offices 
(with staggered work hours and remote 
work to prevent too many people from 
being in the building at once), COVID 
prevents the full potential of the Civic 
Center from being realized.

The old offices in the Minaret Mall and 
Sierra Center have been mostly vacated 
since June 10, and now almost everything 
is moved into the Civic Center. However, 
Suite Z will still be used as the physical 
location for any public in-person meet-
ings, since none of the rooms in the Civic 
Center has the technology yet to offer a 
meeting over both Zoom and Granicus. 

There is also the caveat that the build-
ing was designed before COVID. Many 
departments have comfy-looking wait-
ing rooms, yet nearly all of the services 
provided at the Civic Center have so far 
been conducted in the lobby only to 
minimize the risk of letting members of 
the public enter. Some departments are 
providing most of their services remotely. 
For instance, according to Risk Manager 

Jay Sloane, Behavioral Health has found 
that in some cases virtual services are 
better because it is hard to communicate 
in-person when everyone has to wear 
masks.

There is hope to provide more public 
services at the Civic Center soon. Sneeze 
guards and other protective equipment 
to make in-person services safer are be-
ing installed. The County is also hiring 
two janitorial companies to assist with 
disinfecting the building. According to 
Finance Director Janet Dutcher, these 
extra costs of COVID-era sanitation are 
covered by federal grants from FEMA and 
the CARES Act passed by Congress.

The Sheet was able to see some of the 
offices and common areas in the new 
building, and while the generic offices 
filled with disorderly boxes of files yet to 
be unpacked are nothing to write home 
about, the spaciously high ceilings of the 
lobby and the Mono Lake Room are quite 
impressive. (Bonus points for the hang-
ing lights that illuminate the lobby)

Zooming in to the Board meeting 
from the Convict Lake Room in the Civic 
Center, County Administrative Officer 
Bob Lawton taunted other employees, “I 
want to make sure you all know what a 
great place you’re missing.” Sarcasm, to 
be sure, but it’s going to be awhile before 
most staff can really take advantage of 
the new digs.

  

w w w . m a m m o t h h o s p i t a l . c o m

Mammoth Hospital Family Medicine 
Offers Appointments in Person or

Telemedicine through our Patient Portal

Call us today to enroll in the 
portal or to make an appointment.

• View your medical record including office notes

• Make, cancel, or reschedule clinic appointments

• Email your doctor

• View lab results

• Refill medications

• View immunizations

Become a member of the Mammoth Patient Portal and have 
your next Family Medicine appointment online.

Safe and open for 
in-person appointments.

  

If you have an urgent medical concern, do 
not delay seeking treatment. Postponing 
care can cause a condition to worsen or 

become a preventable emergency. 

(760) 934-2551

Civic Center nears completion. But where’s the filling? The Solitude project consists of roughly 
15 miles of additional trail. The main 
portion: “The Solitude Canyon concept 
connects from the Mammoth Rock Trail 
and winds up through Solitude Can-
yon and over the Sherwin Ridge into 
the Mammoth Lakes Basin [near Lake 
Mary].” There is also a portion that adds 
some extra trails between Lake Mamie 
and Lake George allowing “trail users 
a non-motorized, multi-modal option 
to get from each lake via a sustainable 
system of trails.”

It is not popular in all circles. 
Gregg Vane, had a couple points of 

contention. The first was the dichotomy 
between creating new trail and maintain-
ing existing trail. There is a balance to be 
struck and Vane felt the latter should be 
of higher priority.

When asked about this specific issue, 
Joel Rathje, Mammoth Lakes Trails Co-
ordinator, told The Sheet, “You wouldn’t 
stop building new roads just because you 
had some repairs to do.”

Additionally, Rathje said, “We have 
a robust trail maintenance program 
funded through Measure R.”

David Page, Chair of the Mammoth 
Lakes Trails Committee, added another 
point, “In order for us to perform trail 
maintenance, the trail has to be a system 
trail.”

Page told The Sheet that the trails 
people complain about are often user-
created trails. Meaning people walk them 
over and over, then water flows through 
those same channels eroding the trail, 
and what’s left is a path that was created 
from usage. This is the case with most of 

the trails in the Sherwins Meadow.
In order for Mammoth Lakes Trails to 

perform maintenance on these ‘usage’ 
trails, an EA must be performed.

Sam Roberts, President of the Mam-
moth Lakes branch of Friends of the 
Inyo. is concerned with the project’s 
budget stating, “Having hiked and skied 
in Solitude Canyon since the 1970s, I am 
concerned that the cost of construction 
in such steep, rugged terrain could easily 
run into the upper hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars, if not millions.”

Joel Rathje: “I have a fund balance 
[from Measure R] of about $700,000 
sitting in a bank ready to pay for trail 
projects.”

The aforementioned 18-pager from 
the advocacy groups has numerous 
complaints from an environmental 
standpoint. All of these criticisms lead to 
one conclusion: The authors of the letter 
believe an EA should be conducted. But 
they only want an EA on the portion of 
the trail that goes through Solitude Can-
yon; not the part between Lake Mamie 
and Horseshoe Lake.

Public Scoping comments were set to 
close on July 8 but due to the high vol-
ume of comments (~300), the deadline 
has been extended. When asked when he 
thinks the project could begin imple-
mentation, Rathje said, “We don’t know 
the timeline, but I am ready to put people 
to work as soon as we can.”

For information on the project visit: 
https://trailnews.mammothtrails.org/
blog/lakes-basin-and-sherwins-area-
trail-enhancement-project-1

SOLITUDE
continued from page 9



see LUNCH, page 15

I asked McClain what it would take 
for MLR to get an army of people on the 
ground - people to clean up after the 
masses and to offer a presence in our 
recreational areas. 

He said $50,000, which means he 
needs about $100,000. 

You know where it should come from. 
We all do. MLT. 

And we all know what the response 
will be. No way. Stop picking on us. Our 
money. Back off. My Precious .... 

But the problem is, we’re divided into 
too many subgroups. Too proprietary. 
Too tribal. We have no ability to make 
good, collective decisions. And Council 
is too scared of its own shadow to take 
back its own government. 

MLT is doing its damn well best to re-
main as quiet as possible. And if it were 
my fiefdom, I’d rope-a-dope it the exact 
same way. Loooow profile. No emails 
from Lara Kaylor this week copying and 
pasting other people’s press releases 
(I guess the new hire at the Chamber 
of Commerce does that now. Yep. We 
recently filled a “Membership and Mar-
keting” position at the Chamber even 
though membership is free this year 
and there is no marketing to do. But ... 
how can we expect Ken Brengle to do 
all that work by himself?). 

And no recent event update from the 
irrepressible Caroline Casey - even she 
has capitulated, resigning herself to the 
fact that she can’t stretch Parkinson’s 
Law any further. 

There’s nothing to do. 
The messaging is nice enough. 

LUNCH
continued from page 2
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Located in Mammoth Lakes, in the Rite Aid/
DIY Center

FEATURING

$1,500 OFF!

Call today and find out how easy it is to own a New Sundance Spa!
1401 Tavern Rd. Mammoth Lakes 

(760) 924-3091 • mammothspacreations.com
Licensed- Bonded-Insured. CA. Lic. 849466 

Sundance Spas are custom built to order! Customize with over hundreds of options.  
Priority Jets, Filtration, And 24-hour Circulation Pumps 

standard on most models.

On select models, contact shop for details.

SALES - MAINTENANCE - REPAIRS - SUPPLIES

There’s an ad on page three. Sasquatch’s 
camping tips. June likes the ad. She is 
begging me not to write this. She wants 
to get paid. 

We all just wanna put our heads 
down and shut up and get paid. 

But … we need more than a nice 
message. We need more than another 
Zoom meeting. The town is under siege. 
Literally. 

Council split out the NGOs at a time 
when we were bankrupt and really 
needed to aggressively market our-
selves out of the $47 million airport 
litigation debacle. But here’s the thing. 
That very successful moment has 
passed. The world has changed. And we 
are better off folding all the NGOs back 
into a central government. 

Because right now there appears to 
be more self interest than common 
interest. 

Leaders Eat Last 

Simon Sinek’s one of those TED talk, 
guru types. He published Leaders Eat 
Last back in 2014. 

Leaders eating last? Wait. Does that 
happen these days?

Anyway, it’s hard not to read the book 
and consider Mammoth as a whole. 

So here are a few of the things that 
Simon Sinek would say local public 
agencies do right. 

Our public agencies do a good job 
at protecting their employees from 
layoffs and financial fallout. This should 
engender loyalty and make people feel 

better about the organization they work 
for. 

And to some extent, our agencies 
help protect a wider circle. There’s 
the Food Bank that MLT ran, and the 
$300,000 business assistance program 
initiated by the town, and there was a 
period in the mid-2000s where we actu-
ally built affordable housing versus talk 
about it. 

But as General George Flynn is 
quoted as saying in the book, “The cost 
of leadership … is self-interest.” 

And by that definition, we have no 
leadership. 

The chapter that I found most inter-
esting was the one about “Destructive 
Abundance.” 

“Whenever a group moves from 
subsistence to surplus, those with the 
greatest surplus work hardest to mold 

society to meet their expectations. The 
question is, are they using their surplus 
to effect change that is good for society 
or for themselves?”

This is what happened as Mammoth 
recovered from drought and the Great 
Recession and the economy began to 
prosper. We had surplus. The marketing 
organization cleverly took credit for ev-
ery bit of it. And I’ll admit, this is prob-
ably the biggest issue I have with MLT. 
The self-justifying metrics and puffery. 
Which, I recognize, is what folks cling to. 
Everbody loves a handy statistic. MLT is 
our Frankenstein. And we are more to 
blame than its representatives. 

And during this, what I’ll call our 
greed pandemic, a whole lot of folks 
who just didn’t want the boat rocked - 
and were willing to accept rich budgets 
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Help Wanted

NO CLASS-IFIEDS

Sierra Employment Services, Inc.
is hiring for the following positions

Auto Mechanic  B - $Comm
Bilingual Retail Sales B - $14

 FC Bookkeeper ML - $20-$25
 Cashier ML - $15

Staff Accountant B - $29.06
General Laborers ML & B - $15-20

Tow Truck Driver  ML & B
 Payroll Clerk B – $29.06

 Bilingual Recruiter ML/B - $DOE

Call Us Today
760-924-0523 or 760-873-8599

 Complete job list at:
www.sierraemployment.com/joblist.

com<http://www.sierraemployment.
com/joblist.com>

For Rent

  The Alpenhof Lodge is accepting applica-
tions for full-time & part-time, year round 
positions.  Flexible hours for front desk, 
maintenance and housekeeping positions 
are available.  Applicants must be available 
to work weekends and holidays.  Housing 
available for the right individual.   Please 
apply in person at 6080 Minaret Rd, Mam-
moth.
    Convict Lake Resort has immediate 
job openings for maintenance personnel, 
grounds keeper and store personnel.
Please email resumes to lcornwell@con-
victlake.com or stop by for an application. 
    Bistro East is looking for Apprentice Su-
shi Chef, apply at Snowcreek Athletic club 
front desk.  Great Training, pay and a free 
membership. 
    Convict Lake Resort hiring a full-time 
Janitor for facilities cleaning and mainte-
nance.$17/hour with some overtime. Ben-
efits available. Please call 760-934-3800 ext. 
32 or email to lcornwell@convictlake.com
   Mobil mart/ We are looking for a line cook. 
Grill experience. Free housing available.Stop 
by or contact tiogagasmart@gmail.com
    Laundry Attendant at High Mountain 
Services (HMS) located in Mammoth Lakes, 
is seeking Full-Time laundry attendants.  We 
offer flexible work hours, and will train the 
right candidate.  Must be able to lift up to 50 
lbs, maintain a fast pace while multi-tasking, 
follow instructions, be safety conscious, 
trustworthy, and work well in a team envi-
ronment. You will be required to wear a face 
mask and vinyl gloves while working.  Email 
mammothlakesjob@gmail.comor text (760) 
790-9310 for an application. 
    Help wanted! Mammoth’s high volume 
fishing store is seeking full time / part time 
Retail sales consultant starting immediately. 
Candidates must possess strong customer 
service skills. If you have a passion for fish-
ing, then , come join our team .We will train 
the right personality please contact JERI 
@760 914-1476

Mammoth Community Water District’s
Maintenance Department is currently 
recruiting for one permanent Plant Mainte-
nance Mechanical Technologist position in 
the Plant Mechanical Maintenance Divi-
sion.  For Application Information/To Apply:  
Please see the District website https://
mcwd.dst.ca.us/employment/.  
   Full-Time Maintenance Personnel 
Needed Position available for busy rental 
management company. Previous experience 
preferred, training provided. Looking for re-
liable, responsible, hard-working candidates 
with positive work ethic. Competitive pay. 
Email resume to sarah@mammothsierraon-
line.com, call 760-934-8372 or stop by 1914 
Meridian Blvd.

   

   Obsidian Private Residence is seeking a 
responsible, outgoing Reservation & office 
administration employee!
   Work independently to manage the front 
desk responsibilities. • Demonstrate excel-
lent written and oral communication skills 
• Possess extremely strong organizational 
skills with the ability to focus • Previous 
reservation Experience preferred
Contact : 760.934.5490 or email joe@obsidi-
anprc.com

     2 BDR/I BA unfurnished ML apt. Ground 
floor. Huge kitchen. Deck. No garage - two 
cars max. Backs to green belt. $1,750/mo. 
Call 760.937.7569.

Snowcreek #79. 2 bedrooms, loft, 2 full 
baths, in-unit laundry, plenty of storage 
and parking, fully furnished. Access to 
jacuzzi and sauna in complex. Step off the 
M Bdr deck onto the meadow, 30 feet from 
creek. Sweeping views of the Sherwins. 
Short walk to free Mammoth Red Line bus 
stop. Utilities inclusive except internet and 
electricity. Available starting July 1st or 
August 1st for six-month to one-year lease. 
$2600/mo, first month and deposit due be-
fore move in. No smoking. Pets negotiable. 
Send email to vane.katie@gmail.com or text 
818.554.0035. 

Office For Rent 2nd floor location w/
views, New floors, Closet, Common Bath-
room, Parking, 1 Year Lease, Commercial 
use only. Please call Sarah at 760-934-8372

Z-Z-ZIPPERS. Sportswear, parkas, pants, 
duffels, day packs. Hems too. Expert work, 
prompt service. Call 760-873-4499

  
  Mammoth Spa Creations is looking for an 
additional member for it’s team. We cur-
rently have an immediate opening for a spa 
Maintenance Technician position, we are 
also hiring an Office Assistant.These are Full 
Time Positions (Monday through Friday). 
These positions offers vacation accrual, 
benefits and paid holidays. Experience is 
preferred, but not required. Heavy lifting is 
required. Please call 760-924-3091 or stop 
by the store located at 1401 Tavern Road 
Mammoth Lakes for more information and 
to pick up an application. Resumes can be 
e-mailed to mammothspa@aol.com. 

For Hire

   Vacasa is hiring full and part time house-
keepers in Mammoth Lakes/June Lake with 
pay starting at $18/hour. Apply at vacasa.
com/careers.
    Mammoth Taxi is accepting resumes for 
experienced drivers with great customer 
service and clean driving records. We are 
also looking for office staff for the right 
person with great organizational skills 
and customer service background. Please 
inquire with Scottie at 760-914-7433. www.
mammoth-taxi.com.
    Mammoth outdoor-related retail busi-
ness seeks year-round, full time store man-
ager.  Basic computer skills i.e. Word, Excel, 
etc. required.  Salary negotiable based on 
experience and what applicant brings to the 
table.  Call 760 914-1476

Help Wanted

BRIEFS
continued from page 7
employed at trout farms in Europe and 
other parts of the world show there 
is almost no chance for successfully 
eliminating the bacteria from a facility 
without depopulation and disinfection.

Hot Creek Hatchery in the Eastern 
Sierra has tested negative for the bac-
teria and is still planting eight waters in 
Inyo and Mono counties. CDFW is in 
the process of developing a modified 
stocking plan to reallocate fish from 
central and northern California hatch-
eries to a small number of high angler 
use, easily accessible waters in geo-
graphically distinct parts of the Eastern 
Sierra and Southern California.

Fire restrictions ... pay attention!

In May, National Forests in California 
enacted state-wide campfire restric-
tions, until further notice, to protect 
the health and safety of communities 
and firefighters. Igniting, building, 
maintaining, or using a campfire on 
National Forests in California remain 
prohibited, except for developed 
campgrounds and certain permitted 
facilities.

Forest Service officials are taking 
this necessary step to ensure that 
firefighters are available to safely 
respond and manage incidents. 95 
percent of all wildfires in California are 
human-caused, and many are a result 
of unattended campfires. With the 
above-average fire season projected in 
much of California, and the combined 
potential for wildfires and smoke to 
impact communities and firefighters 
during this unprecedented pandemic, 
there is a need to focus on reducing or 
eliminating this large ignition source 
and do all we can to preserve firefight-
ing resources.

“We need everyone now, more than 
ever, to help reduce the number of 
preventable wildfires,” said Deputy 
Regional Forester Anthony Scardina, 
for the USDA Forest Service Pacific 
Southwest Region. “We are in state-
wide fire restrictions, yet illegal camp-
fires continue be an issue, putting a 
strain on firefighters and threating 
communities.”

Forest visitors will still be able to 
use pressurized liquid or gas devices 
(stoves, grills or lanterns) with shut-off 
valves outside of developed camp-
grounds with a valid California Camp-
fire Permit, which can be found at CA 
Campfire Permit. 

Iris Fire Update

Size: 170 acres (estimated)
Containment: 60%
Location: east of Rock Creek Road, 

near Iris Meadows Campground
Fuels: sagebrush, pinyon/ juniper
Cause: Lightning

 Update as of 6 p.m. Thursday: Today, 
fire activity was minimal, and winds 
were not as significant over the fire 
area. 

Crews used this opportunity to con-
struct containment line around much 
of the fire perimeter. The uphill, eastern 
flank of the fire has good contain-
ment line around it as does most of 
the western flank along the roadside. 
Crews need to complete line through a 
short stretch of difficult terrain for full 
perimeter containment.

This evening, crews will continue to 
improve containment lines and work 
on cooling, or “mopping up” hot spots 
along the fire’s edge.

Weather: Thunderstorms remain in 
the forecast as a monsoonal pattern is 
establishing. This may influence Iris 
Fire’s behavior as well as bring more 
lightning to the region.

Closures: The Rock Creek Road is 
closed at Tom’s Place. All campgrounds 
in the Rock Creek Canyon have been 
evacuated. This includes Mosquito 
Creek, Rock Creek, Upper Pine Grove, 
Pine Grove, East Fork, Big Meadows, 
French Camp, and Holiday camp-
grounds. All resorts and cabins in the 
closure area have been evacuated.

 All wilderness permit holders for 
trailheads starting in the Rock Creek 
Canyon are being cancelled through 
Sunday July 26th. This includes the 
Little Lakes (including the Mono Pass 
Trail that starts here) and Hilton Lakes 
Trailhead. Exiting hikers are being 
escorted out.

Resources: There are 283 personnel 
assigned to the incident, including 14 
engines, eight crews, two water ten-
ders, a dozer, five helicopters, and two 
air tankers. https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/
incident/6877/-



TOWN STUFF 
July 24
Main Street Market @ Eastside 
Guesthouse and Bivy in Bishop (777 
N Main). Bring a mask and come 
support local businesses. 5-8 p.m. 

July 24-26/
Disabled Sports Eastern Sierra 
Virtual Cycling Challenge. Join 
DSES for a virtual fundraiser by 
riding a suggested 160 miles for 
charity. Daily Zoom sessions 
will be led by a variety of 
charismatic support riders.Info: 
contact Disabled Sports Eastern 
Sierra at 760.934.0791/info@
disabledsportseasternsierra.org

July 25
Donation Yoga Class in the Village 
at Mammoth led by Yoga Lab. Time: 
8-9 a.m. Advanced registration 
required at yogalabmammoth.com, 
donations enouraged. 

July 28/
The Happy Place: Eastern Sierra 
Land Trust Book Club. Join for a 
conversation about Richard Power’s 
The Overstory. Mention the book 
club at Spellbinder Books to get 10% 
your copy. Info and signup: Contact 
Marie at Marie@eslt.org or call 
760.873.4554
Inyo County Board of Supervisors 
meets via Zoom. Public session 
starts 9 a.m. https://zoom.
us/j/868254781.

July 29/
The New Normal: Coping With A 
Covid World. Seminar conducted 
by Mono County Behavioral 
Health. 5:30-6:30 p.m. Visit https://
coronavirus.monocounty.ca.gov for 
the Zoom link. 

July 30/
Collaborative Planning Team 
Quarterly Meeting @ 9 a.m. Join via 
Zoom at: https://monocounty.zoom.
us/j/94215053901
Covid-19 Community 
Conversation hosted by County and 
Town officials. English: 5:30 p.m., 
Spanish: 6:30 p.m. Visit https://
coronavirus.monocounty.ca.gov for 
the Zoom link. 

August 1/
Reka Outdoors-sponsored Clean 
Up Day in the Lakes Basin. 3-6 p.m. 
Snacks, drinks, supplies provided. 
More info, see ad p. 6. 

Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

LOOK OUT FOR THE ANGELS.
BOBBO’S IN THE BOOTH!

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

calendar of events
TOWN STUFF
Ongoing:

The Cast Off is open on Tuesday  
and Saturdays only due to Covid-19 
restrictions. No book drop offs when 
closed. We’re overwhelmed with 
donations at this time.
Vons offers two hours of shopping 
Monday-Friday from 7-9 a.m. for 
those shoppers who may be virus-
vulnerable. 
Mono County Library locations 
will offer pre-arranged pick ups 
for library materials. You only 
need a library card and an internet 
connection. Visit monocolibraries.
org for a link to a video tutorial using 
the online catalog. 
Devil’s Creek Distillery in 
Mammoth Lakes is offering tastings 
by appointment only. Call 760-279-
3670 to schedule your tasting
C5 Studios will be open during the 
months of July and August. The new 
hours are: Wednesday - Friday from 
3- 6 p.m. Saturday from 10 a.m. - 3 
p.m. and the second Sunday of both 
months from 9 - 11 a.m.
How Big Is Big Fishing Derby 
during the month of July. Cast your 
line in the West Walker River for a 
chance at great prizes during the 
“How Big Is Big.” All entries must be 
weighed at the Walker General Store
Inyo Summer Reading

Inyo County Free Library will be 
giving out a children’s book and a 
fun project three times this summer.  

The three titles available at this 
giveaway time are: A Color of His 
Own for Pre-K and Kindergarten, 
Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 
for ages 6 – 8; and Charlotte’s Web 
for ages 9 and up. Boosk are first 
come, first served.

Call your local library branch on 
Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday, 
July 28 – July 30, to reserve your 
Book in a Bag by giving your name, 
phone number, and which title is 
desired.

A date and time will be given to 
pick up your book.

Call 760-873-5115 (Bishop 
Branch); 760-938-2420 (Big Pine 
Branch); 760-878-0260 (Indepen-
dence Branch); or, 760-876-5031 
(Lone Pine Branch).
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 Barber Shop 
Barber Ellen McDonald 
Every Tuesday by appt. only 

Regular Haircuts I Military Cuts I Fades 
Local/Active Military Discounts 



       PUBLIC NOTICES 

Notice of Petition

Notice of Vacancies

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF
GLENDA R. SCHERER

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent credi-
tors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in 
the will or estate, or both, of GLENDA R. SCHERER

A Petition for Probate has been filed by LIANNE 
D. INWOOD in the Superior Court of California, 
County of Mono, Mono County Superior Court Case No. 
PR2020008.

The Petition for Probate requests that LIANNE D. 
INWOOD be appointed as personal representative to 
administer the estate of the decedent.

The petition requests the decedent’s will and codicils, if 
any, be admitted to probate.  The will and any codicils 
are available for examination in the file kept by the 
court.

The petition requests authority to administer the estate 
under the Independent Administration of Estates Act.  
The independent administration authority will be 
granted unless an interested person files an objection to 
the petition and shows good cause why the court should 
not grant the authority.

A hearing on the petition will be held in Los Angeles 
County Superior Court as follows:  Date:  July 30, 2020, 
Time: 9:30 am.  The address of the court: 100 Thomp-
son’s Way, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546.

If you object to the granting of the petition, you should 
appear at the hearing and state your objections or file 
written objections with the court before the hearing.  
Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.

If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the de-
ceased, you must file your claim with the court and mail 
a copy to the personal representative appointed by the 
court within four months from the date of first issuance 
of letters as provided in Probate Code section 9100.  The 
time for filing claims will not expire before four months 
from the hearing date noticed above.

You may examine the file kept by the court.  If you are 
a person interested in the estate, you may file with the 
court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the 
filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or 
of any petition or account as provided in Probate Code 
section 1250.  A Request for Special Notice form is avail-
able from the court clerk.

Attorney for Petitioner: Linda D. Hess, Law Offices of 
Linda D. Hess, 549 Old Mammoth Road, Suite 9, P. O. 
Box 351, Mammoth Lakes, CA  93546.

TS #2020-0115

MAMMOTH UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
is inviting applicants for the
BOARD OF EDUCATION

Mammoth Unified School District currently has three  
Board of Education vacancies. Candidates must be a reg-
istered voter and reside within the school district.  Decla-
ration of Candidacy forms are available at the Mammoth 
Unified School District office at 461 Sierra Park Road, 
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 or Mono County Elections at 
74 N. School Street, Annex 1, Bridgeport, CA 93517. The 
filing period is July 13, 2020 through August 7, 2020.

TS #2020-0112
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Statement Of Abandonment
Of Use of Fictitious Business Name 

Statement:

Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre

The following persons have abandoned the 
use of the fictitious business name:

Mammoth Lakes Foundation 
100 College Parkway, P.O. Box 1815
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by a Corpora-
tion.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on June 29, 2020. 
File Number 15-206  
2020-0111 (7/11, 7/18, 7/25, 8/1)

Aviso de Vacantes
EL DISTRITO ESCOLAR UNIFICADO DE MAMMOTH
está invitando a solicitantes para la
JUNTA ESCOLAR
 
El Distrito Escolar Unificado de Mammoth actualmente 
tiene tres puestos vacantes en la Junta Escolar. Los 
candidatos deben ser votantes registrados y vivir dentro 
del distrito escolar.  Los formularios de declaración de 
candidatura están disponibles en la oficina del Distrito 
Escolar Unificado de Mammoth en 461 Sierra Park Road, 
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 o Elecciones del Condado 
de Mono en 74 N. School Street, Anexo 1, Bridgeport, CA 
93517. El período de presentación es el 13 de julio del 
2020 hasta el 7 de agosto del 2020 .

TS #2020-0116

Notice of Vacancies
THREE (3) VACANCIES EXIST ON THE SOUTHERN 
MONO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT (MAMMOTH HOSPI-
TAL) BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Notice is hereby given that the Southern Mono Health-
care District (Mammoth Hospital) is accepting applica-
tions to fill three (3) vacancies. The term of office for 
these volunteer positions will commence December 1, 
2020 and will continue to November 30, 2024.  

Any qualified individual from any area in the District 
may apply and be considered for election. The Board of 
Directors meets on the third Thursday of each month at 
Mammoth Hospital. 

The Deadline to submit an application to the Southern 
Mono Healthcare District Board of Directors is August 7, 
2020, by 5:00 p.m. Applications may be mailed to Sarah 
Rea, District Recording Secretary, PO Box 660, Mammoth 
Lakes, CA 93546, or delivered in person at the Office of 
the Special District at 85 Sierra Park Road, Mammoth 
Lakes, CA. Applications may be obtained from the 
District Secretary by calling 760-924-4114 or by emailing 
sarah.rea@mammothhospital.com. 

TS #2020-0117

REQUEST FOR QUOTATIONS
GBUAPCD BISHOP OFFICE BUILDING 
DUCTLESS MINI-SPLIT HVAC INSTALLATION
RFQ: CIP 2020-003

The Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District 
(District) announces that it is accepting Quotations for 
installation of Ductless Mini-Split HVAC Condensers and 
Air Handlers at the District offices located at 157 Short 
Street, Bishop, CA 93514.

The selected Contractor shall install an appropriate num-
ber and size of new ductless mini-split cooling/heating 
single- or multi-zone condenser units (condenser) and 
high wall fan coil units (air handler) at the District Offices 
in order to achieve comfortable operating temperatures 
in each of the building’s sixteen (16) office spaces.  

Please see the District’s website for the complete Request 
for Quotation: www.gbuapcd.org

Submittal: Sealed Quotations are due to the District 
Offices no later than 3:00PM, August 17, 2020.  Sealed 
bids may be hand-delivered the exterior mailbox at the 
District Offices or sent via USPS.  Postmarks are not 
accepted.  Due to COVID-19 shutdowns, District Offices 
are closed to the public at this time and staff is working 
remotely; thus delivery via other carriers (UPS or FedEx) 
is not recommended as there is no guarantee that staff 
will be available to receive it.

Address sealed quotations to: Great Basin Unified Air 
Pollution Control District RFQ CIP 2020-003
157 Short Street, Bishop, CA 93514

Quotations received will be opened at the District Offices 
at 3:15 PM, August 17, 2020 in the District Office parking 
lot.  Any contractor or member of the public wishing to 
attend may do so but must adhere to social distancing 
and masking protocols.
 
TS #2020-0118

Request for Quotations
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, August 
2, 2020, beginning at 4:00 p.m. and continuing until 
finished, at Town Council Chambers, Suite Z within the 
Minaret Village Shopping Center, 437 Old Mammoth 
Road the Mammoth Lakes Town Council will discuss the 
following:

The Community and Economic Development Depart-
ment, on behalf of the Town of Mammoth Lakes, is 
considering a funding application under the State Com-
munity Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program and 
solicits citizen input on possible activities to be included 
in the application. 

The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) is 
one of the longest-running programs of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and 
funds local community development activities such 
as affordable housing, anti-poverty programs, and 
infrastructure development. The California State CDBG 
Program published a “Notice of Funding Availability” 
(NOFA) on January 21, 2020, announcing the availability 
of approximately $60,000,000 in funding. Eligible cities 
and counties may submit applications for CDBG funds 
under the NOFA. The Town of Mammoth Lakes antici-
pates submitting an application under the NOFA by the 
application due date of September 15, 2020 for Economic 
Development over-the-counter applications and/or the 
application due date of September 30, 2020 for Commu-
nity Development over-the-counter applications.

The maximum total grant award limit is $9,500,000 and a 
total of six activities may be applied for during the 2020 
NOFA cycle. Maximum award limits for each allocation 
and activity are as follows: Multi-Family Activities (can 
include multi-family acquisition, rehabilitation, and/
or infrastructure in support of housing) - $3,500,000 and 
Economic Development Activities (can include public 
infrastructure in-support of businesses and/or com-
mercial/industrial building acquisition, construction, 
rehabilitation, or other improvements) - $6,500,000. 

Eligible activities in the NOFA that can be applied for 
as an over-the-counter type application, rather than a 
competitive application, include: housing rehabilitation 
programs, public infrastructure improvements, commer-
cial building rehabilitation programs, and public facility 
and public improvements projects (including public 
improvements in support of new housing construc-
tion). Eligible activities must meet one or more of the 
three national objectives listed in CDBG federal statutes 
as follows: benefit low income households or persons; 
eliminate slums and blight; or meet urgent community 
development needs.

The purpose of this public hearing is to give citizens an 
opportunity to make their comments known regarding 
what types of eligible activities the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes should apply for under the State CDBG program. 
A separate public hearing will be held to discuss and ap-
prove the application prior to submittal to the State. 
 
All persons having an interest in the proposed activities / 
applications may appear before the Town Council either 
in person or represented by counsel and present testimo-
ny or may, prior to said hearing, file with the Executive 
Secretary written correspondence pertaining thereto. If 
you require special accommodations to participate in the 
public hearing, please contact Jamie Gray, Town Clerk, 
Town of Mammoth Lakes at (760) 965-3602. 

For additional information, or to obtain a copy of the staff 
report which will be published no later than September 
29, 2017, contact Ruth Traxler, Associate Planner, at (760) 
965-3637. Facsimiles may be sent to (760) 934-7493 or 
email at: rtraxler@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. In ad-
dition, a Public Information File on the CDBG program 
and the NOFA is available for review at the Town offices 
located at 437 Old mammoth Road, Suite R, between 
the hours of 8:00am – 12:00pm and 1:00pm – 5:00pm, 
Mondays through Thursdays. 

The Town of Mammoth Lakes promotes fair housing and 
makes all its programs available to low and moderate 
income families regardless of age, race, color, religion, 
sex, national origin, sexual preference, marital status or 
handicap.
Mammoth Lakes Town Council
P.O. Box 1609
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
 
TS #2020-0119

Notice of Public Hearing

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, August 
2, 2020, beginning at 4:00 p.m. and continuing until 
finished, at Town Council Chambers, Suite Z within the 
Minaret Village Shopping Center, 437 Old Mammoth 
Road the Mammoth Lakes Town Council will discuss the 
following:

The Community and Economic Development Depart-
ment, on behalf of the Town of Mammoth Lakes, is 
considering a funding application under the State 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program 
in response to the Coronavirus Response Round 1 
(CDBG-CV1) Notice of Funding Availability and solicits 
citizen input on possible activities to be included in the 
application. 

The California Department of Housing and Community 
Development (HCD) receives funding from the United 
States Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) for the Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) program and allocates funds to CDBG eligible 
non-entitlement jurisdictions. The California State CDBG 
Program published a “Notice of Funding Availability” 
(NOFA) on June 5, 2020, announcing the availability of 
approximately $18,700,000 in new CDBG coronavirus 
response round 1 (CDBG-CV1) federal funds authorized 
by the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act. The CARES Act provides extra CDBG funds 
specifically targeted to prevent, prepare for, and respond 
to COVID-10. Eligible jurisdictions may submit applica-
tions for CDBG funds under the NOFA. 

Notice of Public Hearing

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Mono County Board 
of Supervisors will hold a special meeting to conduct a 
Public Hearing on August 6, 2020, with remote video-
conferencing at https://zoom.us/join (meeting ID: 928-
8412-0013), or teleconference at (669) 900-6833 and enter 
Webinar ID 928-8412-0013, to consider the following: 

10:05 a.m. TIOGA INN SPECIFIC PLAN AMENDMENT 
AND FINAL SUBSEQUENT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
REPORT. The Tioga Inn Specific Plan is located on four 
parcels (APN 021-080-014, -025, -026 & -027) at 22, 133, 
and 254 Vista Point Road and the amendment proposes 
up to 150 new workforce housing bedrooms in up to 100 
new units, a third gas-pump island and overhead canopy, 
additional parking to accommodate on-site guest ve-
hicles as well as a general-use park-and-ride facility and 
bus parking for Yosemite transit vehicles, a new package 
wastewater treatment system tied to a new subsurface 
drip irrigation system, replacement of the existing water 
storage tank with a new tank of the same size in the same 
area, a new 30,000-gallon on-site propane tank (eventu-
ally replacing the existing five on-site tanks), modifica-
tion to the boundaries and acreage of designated open 
space, and modification of parcel boundaries. 

The public hearing is intended to solicit public comment 
on new project information, specifically, a one-story site 
plan, now referred to as Alternative 7- Hybrid Site Plan, 
which consists of project elements previously-analyzed 
as Alternatives 6 and the Cluster Alternative and contains 
additional/new information regarding visual impacts of 
the project from the Navy Beach and South Tufa areas 
at Mono Lake and corresponding mitigation of those 
impacts. 

Please limit testimony to comments that have not previ-
ously been stated; previous comments submitted remain 
a part of the record for consideration. A Subsequent 
Environmental Impact Report is proposed for the project. 
On April 16, 2020, the Mono County Planning Commis-
sion approved Resolution 20-01 recommending approval 
of the project to the Board of Supervisors with modifica-
tions including prohibition of accent uplighting, the addi-
tion of a phasing plan, the addition of a shuttle service 
between the project site and town, signage to not feed 
wildlife, and addition of a survey for active fox dens.

Project documents are available at https://monocounty.
ca.gov/planning/page/tioga-inn-specific-plan-seir or 
by calling 760-924-1800. Hard copies of documents are 
available for the cost of reproduction.

INTERESTED PERSONS may provide comments to the 
Board of Supervisors by emailing cddcomments@mono.
ca.gov or by mail to: Community Development Depart-
ment, Attn: Michael Draper, PO Box 347, Mammoth 
Lakes, CA 93546. 
Written comments must be received by 10:00 a.m. on Au-
gust 6. Written comments will not be read into the record 
but will be transmitted to the Board prior to deliberation.
If you challenge the Board’s decision in court, you may be 
limited to raising only those issues you or someone else 
raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or 
in testimony delivered to the Community Development 
Department at, or prior to, the public hearing.  

TS #2020-0121

Notice of Public Hearing

The Town of Mammoth Lakes anticipates submitting an 
application under the NOFA by the application due date 
of August 31, 2020.

The NOFA indicates that the Town of Mammoth Lakes is 
allocated $68,375 in funding and the funding can only be 
used for the following activities: Assistance to businesses 
and microenterprises impacted by COVID-19 stay-at-
home orders and shut downs; Public services related 
to COVID-19 support; Facility improvements related 
to COVID-19 healthcare and homeless housing needs; 
and/or Acquisition of real property to be used for the 
treatment or recovery of infectious diseases in response 
to COVID-19. 

At least 70% of the funds awarded are required to meet 
the national objective of benefitting low- to moderate-
income individuals or households and the remaining 
allocation may be used meet the urgent needs national 
objective.

The purpose of this public hearing is to give citizens an 
opportunity to make their comments known regarding 
what types of eligible activities the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes should apply for under the State CDBG program 
in response to the CDBG-CV1 NOFA. A separate public 
hearing will be held to discuss and approve the applica-
tion prior to submittal to the State. 
 
All persons having an interest in the proposed activities / 
applications may appear before the Town Council either 
in person or represented by counsel and present testimo-
ny or may, prior to said hearing, file with the Executive 
Secretary written correspondence pertaining thereto. If 
you require special accommodations to participate in the 
public hearing, please contact Jamie Gray, Town Clerk, 
Town of Mammoth Lakes at (760) 965-3602. 

For additional information, or to obtain a copy of the staff 
report which will be published no later than September 
29, 2017, contact Ruth Traxler, Associate Planner, at (760) 
965-3637. Facsimiles may be sent to (760) 934-7493 or 
email at: rtraxler@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. In ad-
dition, a Public Information File on the CDBG program 
and the NOFA is available for review at the Town offices 
located at 437 Old mammoth Road, Suite R, between 
the hours of 8:00am – 12:00pm and 1:00pm – 5:00pm, 
Mondays through Thursdays. 

The Town of Mammoth Lakes promotes fair housing and 
makes all its programs available to low and moderate 
income families regardless of age, race, color, religion, 
sex, national origin, sexual preference, marital status or 
handicap.
Mammoth Lakes Town Council
P.O. Box 1609
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
 
TS #2020-0120

Notice of Public Hearing cont.

Statement Of Abandonment
Of Use of Fictitious Business Name 

Statement:

Mammoth Lakes Film Festival

The following persons have abandoned the 
use of the fictitious business name:

Mammoth Lakes Foundation 
100 College Parkway, P.O. Box 1815
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by a Corpora-
tion.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on June 29, 2020. 
File Number 15-206  
2020-0110 (7/11, 7/18, 7/25, 8/1)

PERSONALS
I saw you ... have to shut it back down again. 

Which seems like such a shame, given that it 
hasn’t even been an hour since you took that 
little blue pill. 

I saw you ... are really, really interested in 
getting schools back open. Which is kinda 
funny coming from a guy who hired someone 
to take his SATs. I guess you recognize that not 
everyone can afford that, so we should prepare 
the younger generations to take their own tests. 
Now that’s leadership!

I heard you ... tested positive. Which is great, 
since you haven’t been positive about anything 
in months!

I saw you ... are quarantining next door. 
Remember, it’s quarantining, not quarreltining.

I saw you ... are excited for the start of the 
major league baseball season.  I’ll call you my 
Padre if you’ll ravage my A(‘s). 



Cancer: This next year of your life will 
put the spotlight on your relationships. 
That’s why the Stars will be offering you 
hints to see things better and ways to 
either improve or move on from relation-
ships of all kinds. The key will to remem-
ber that we’re all meant to evolve like a 
house that’s always being remodeled. 
That’s why some people in our lives are 
windows, some are walls, some are steps, 
some are couches and some are Jacuzzi 
tubs.
Leo: As the end of your birth year flows 
past, it seems only fitting that you take 
your advice from a trout: Be a good catch; 
Get plenty of clean water; Know when 
to keep your mouth shut; Let your true 
colors shine; Don’t bite shiny objects.
Virgo: The key to happiness is to realize 
that you don’t need to have everything 
you’ve ever wanted. You just have to 
be thankful for everything you already 
have. Sure, you can still have a wish list, 
and it can include things like sports cars 
or owning second homes in places like 
Mammoth or naked hot tub sessions with 
your favorite celebrity. But those things 
should never be more important than 
enjoying what you’ve already got, even 
if the highlights are only hot baths with 
your rubber duckie.
Libra: As things remain challenging 
throughout the country, this would be a 
good time to remember to keep routines 
going in your life that keep you healthy 
and at least temporarily happy. There-
fore, it’s okay for your new motto to be, 
“Just say ‘Maybe’ to drugs.” It’s okay to 
accept that the best way to torture a mas-
ochist is to leave him alone. And with pro 
sports soon returning, it’s okay if you fall 
for someone who reminds you of Steph 
Curry, and only looks good from three-
point range.
Scorpio: Punctuation can make a 
big difference in life. For example, the 
following shows the power of simply 
adding a period: “I’m giving up drinking 
for a month” vs “I’m giving up. Drink-
ing for a month.” As a sign known for its 
sharp tongue, please be sure to use your 
tongue for more beneficial purposes as 
Leo season passes through. It will help 
to remember to use more exclamation 
points and less periods, semi-colons and 
four letter words.
Sagittarius Sometimes it’s seems 
like 2020 heard what a mess 2019 was 
and said, “Here, hold my Corona!” But 
just because this year has been a mess 
doesn’t mean you have to be one, too. 

LUNCH
continued from page 11

By Clouds McCloud 

LOCAL BRIEFS

There are still lots of god things going on 
in the world every day. All you’ve got to 
do is wake up each day, remind yourself 
to look for and embrace the positive parts 
of life, and to put your pants on. You even 
get to decide which pair: candy, crabby, 
fancy or smarty.
Capricorn: The average American now 
retires at 67 and lives to be 78. That 
means we only get roughly a year of free 
time for every decade we may be messy 
right now, this doesn’t mean your life 
is. You are, after all, the biggest project 
you’re ever going to tackle. 
Aquarius: Life has a lot of folks feeling 
like doormats right now. While this may 
be depressing, it shouldn’t be. Doormats 
serve a very useful purpose—they clean 
and welcome people. They can also be 
pretty, or at least pretty funny. Therefore, 
please choose a new doormat slogan: A) 
“Yay, It’s You!” B) “Nice Underwear.” C) 
“Welcome to the Sh!t Show!” D) “Hope 
you brought tacos.”
Pisces: Dating can be tough during a 
pandemic. It can also be fun, too. Just 
like with most things in life right now, 
you’ve just got to be up for the challenge. 
To help get your amorous game up, try 
one of these lines: 1) You’re a–dorkable. 
2) You put the “Hot” in “Big Hot Mess!” 
3) “You can’t spell coronavirus without U 
and I.”
Aries: Aries sometimes let your minds 
get you off track. You forget how gifted, 
blessed and badass you were born to 
be. So be sure to find ways to get your 
mind out of the way so you can be your 
awesome self. That’s why your new motto 
could be, “I’m going to punch this day in 
the face and kick it in the mommy-daddy 
button!”
Taurus: While work and career may 
be messy right now, this doesn’t mean 
your life is. You are, after all, the biggest 
project you’re ever going to work on. So 
you might as well enjoy the work. Pick-
ing work outfits that make you feel good 
helps and, luckily, your birthday suit is 
designed to bring you lots of enjoyment.
Gemini: All the chaos going on in life 
may have you feeling as worn out as a 
mood ring on a meth addict. It’s natural 
to feel like this every once in awhile, but 
it doesn’t mean you should start doing 
meth, sniffing glue or giving up on your 
dreams. Some dreams simply have to be 
put on hold for awhile, like becoming an 
airline pilot or attending a swingers’ pool 
party, so it’s best to use this time to rest 
up, relax and get ready for better times.

HORRORSCOPES
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and spending excesses - ran their busi-
nesses, made their money, kept their 
heads down, shut up and got paid. 

Reminds me of a nephew who once 
commanded, while he was showing me 
his room, “Don’t … touch … everything.” 
That was the culture and philosophy. To 
point out anything different (but espe-
cially, to suggest taking money off the 
table and allocating it elsewhere)  was 
considered anti-business. 

Still is.
So the photograph below. Is that pro-

business? 
Sinek: “In a culture of weak character, 

the people will feel that any protec-
tion they have comes primarily from 
their own ability to manage the politics, 
promote their own successes and watch 
their own backs.” 

And … 
“In weak organizations, without 

oversight, too many people will break 
the rules for personal gain. That’s what 
makes the organizations weak. In strong 
organizations, people will break the 
rules because it is the right thing to do 
for others.” 

I literally had one MLT board member 
tell me in a private conversation at one 
juncture, in explaining why a certain 
transgression by an employee would be 
forgiven, “Many, many, many folks take 
small liberties with their jobs.” 

But consider. Sinek tells the story of 
a Marine Colonel who was debating 
whether or not to throw a candidate out 
of Officer Candidate School. 

Sinek asks what the candidate had 

done to merit potential expulsion. 
It wasn’t that he had fallen asleep on 

his watch. It was that he denied it twice 
before finally taking responsibility when 
he was presented with irrefutable proof. 

“Taking responsibility for one’s actions 
actions must happen at the time you 
perform your actions, not at the time you 
get caught.” 

“Leadership and trust is all about tell-
ing the truth.” 

Here’s the truth. We need Caroline 
Casey and her baddest ass self to team 
up with MLR and figure out a way to 
make this a more livable environment. 

And we need to take a hard look at our 
resources. 

Marketing has fallen to about 11th on 
the priority list and should be funded 
accordingly. 

“Do the best you can until you know 
better. Then when you know better, do 
better.” -Maya Angelou

And from Hite’s desk ... the first Mono 
County Coronavirus meeting in months 
was held Thursday evening. The Emer-
gency Operation team addressed the 
public’s concerns over the extreme 
uptick in cases.

Mono County now has 102 total cases 
(one was revealed during the meeting). 
According to a July 23 press release, “Our 
level of 11.7 percent over the previous 
7-days, measured on Monday, July 20, far 
exceeds the 8% rate established by the 
State.”

A lot of these cases are in the Town 
of Mammoth Lakes which currently 
has a positive test rate of 462 people 
per 100,000. Mono County’s total rate 
is around 250 people per 100,000 and 
Northern Mono County is between 50-60 
people per 100,000.

The State threshold for the watch list is 
100 cases.

If Mono County is still on the list by 
Sunday an extra level of State-mandated 
restrictions will be levied.

When asked if the EOC was consider-
ing a shutdown both Town Manager Dan 
Holler and Mono County Public Health 
Officer Tom Boo said no.

“We are not considering a hard closure 
[of hotels] just yet. There are certain 
things that go into that and one of them 
is the economics of it,” said Holler. The 
ripple effect of closures in Mammoth 
Lakes could disproportionately affect 
neighboring counties and the greater 
Mono County area as people would 
likely still come ... they would just have 
nowhere to stay or eat.

“If I feel our contact tracing teams 
can’t control the epidemic, or Dr. Bur-
rows and the Hospital are hitting yellow 
light threshold and there is a risk of not 
being able to take care of people, I would 
intend to act and cut out the pipeline 
that is tourists,” added Boo.

And for now, we are back to our week-
ly scheduled Mono County Coronavirus 
talks. Thursdays @ 5:30 p.m. And to think it’s called the “Scenic Loop.”  
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