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Greyson, Owen, and Sage helped pick up trash on Saturday, August 1, as a part of Reka’s outdoors-sponsored clean up day. More
pictures see page. 16
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BOYS OF SUMMER

CARELESS CENTER
Covid outbreak in Bishop; three hospitalized
By P a ge

A

J.P. Farber and Eli Perry enjoying the good life at Red’s Lake last weekend

IS 14K MORE THAN FOOL’S GOLD?
MLT commits funds to improve visitor experience

By Hite

T

his week, a new Trails
Host program was officially unveiled as part
of the solution for the congestion in the Lakes Basin. The
program will place two “Trail
Hosts” up in the Basin providing information and oversight
- even if the oversight comes
with no regulatory authority.
Stuart Brown, the Town’s
Parks and Recreation Manager,
told The Sheet last week that
Joel Rathje, the Town’s Trail
Manager, would be overseeing the program. But when The
Sheet asked how one can apply
for the position of trail host,
Brown gave the email of the
operations manager for Mammoth Lakes Trail and Public
Access Foundation (MLTPA).
Why? Further, what is the
difference?
At a Wednesday, August
5, Mammoth Lakes Tourism
meeting, Executive Director
John Urdi, told board members
that not having the Mammoth
Welcome Center open this
summer has “saved” $14,000.
This $14,000 will leverage

Broken yolks
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funds dedicated to Mammoth
Lakes Trails System to pay for
the $30,000 Trail Host program.
Maybe a little late to the
punch (could’ve used this
program starting June 19) but
Urdi did mention this will be
a program the Town looks to
continue, “For sure, next year
I see us partnering with the
Town and MLTPA to make this
happen.”
But then Jeremy Goico, the
newly elected Vice-Chair for
MLT asked, “Can you explain
to us the difference between
MLTPA and Mammoth Lakes
Trails System? I do not understand the difference.”
Here is how Urdi answered
the question: “Mammoth Lakes
Trails System is a program
directly through the Town of
Mammoth Lakes. MLTPA is
contracted annually to do planning work. And the Mammoth
Lakes Trails System is really the
execution wing.”
This is the basic way to explain it. But how the infrastructure has evolved to get where
we are now is worth a look.

Trails System Master Plan

Need help?

Big mess
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The most important part of
the oddly nuanced inner-workings of managing trails is easily
the Trails System Master Plan.
The Town of Mammoth
Lakes created a Trail System
Plan in May of 1991. After multiple incarnations, the current
Mammoth Lakes Trails System
Master Plan was officially established in 2011.
This is the bible. The holy text
of all things related to trails in
the Town of Mammoth Lakes.
The 300+ page document has
everything from possible trails
to funding strategies to how
trails should be configured.
Mammoth Lakes Trails System
So the Town had its playbook. All it needed was a system to execute the playbook.
In fact, TOML even had
a funding stream readily
available for this execution.
Measure R, established in 2008,
provided a funding source that

see TRAILS, page 14
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s Mono County goes, so
too does Inyo it seems.
Inyo County saw a
spike of 28 new Covid cases
over a three day period between August 1 and August 3,
raising the overall county caseload to 86 individuals. Three
of those new cases resulted in
hospitalizations, two of which
are, as of Thursday morning,
considered in critical condition.
*Inyo’s death toll was raised
to three by 5 p.m. Thursday from
one.
More dire is the fact that all
but one of these new cases is
tied to a single location, the
Bishop Care Center, per a press
release from Inyo County.
The Care Center has implemented severe infection control
measures while the California
Department of Public Health
reviews the facility’s procedures
to ensure the safety of staff and
residents.
Mono County Health Officer
Tom Boo reported to the Mono
Board of Supervisors on Tuesday that he’d heard from James
Richardson, Inyo County Public
Health Officer, that a party held
in Mono ten days prior was
considered the “index” of the
Bishop outbreak. Boo reported
at least one positive tied to the
party so far, noting that numerous staff from the Bishop Care
Center were in attendance.
Boo expressed a desire to
further investigate the party,
noting that “it’s totally not prudent to be having parties in the
pandemic context.”
The Sheet spoke with Debbie
McCormick, whose nephew,
Michael Heffron, has been a
resident at the facility for over
twenty years. McCormick explained that Heffron’s mother,
her sister Linda Franklin, had
received a call from someone
at the Care Center on Saturday
night who told her that there

had been a confirmed case at
the Center.
McCormick told The Sheet
that families were having difficulty getting in touch with the
Care Center to verify the health
of family members within the
facility, adding that families
haven’t been contacted en
masse about the outbreak save
for a conference call.
“I don’t believe, given what
I know now,” McCormick said,
“that they had a plan in place
for this.”
The Sheet also spoke with
Franklin, who said that the last
contact she’d had with her son
was Wednesday night, when
he called her to say that he was
being moved out of his room
and that he didn’t know why.
The panicked call from Heffron
was how Franklin found out
that her son, and his roommate, had tested positive for
Covid-19.
Franklin said that on the
conference call, held earlier
this week, the Care Center
representative told the families
on the line that there were 19
positive tests among residents.
The addition of Heffron and his
roommate push that number to
at least 21, with an additional
seven staff members testing
positive.
“I don’t blame the Care
Center,” Franklin clarified,
“They were doing a fantastic
job keeping it out of there.”
The Center has been closed to
visitors since March, with only
two opportunities for drive-by
visitation on Mother’s Day and
Father’s Day.
Franklin said that she’d been
in touch with a health inspector from San Bernardino who
was coming up on Thursday to
inspect the facility.
“The other people don’t

Short shorts

Less room at the Inn?
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see COVID, page 6
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NEED HELP?
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My curiosity got the best of me this week, so I decided to park a desk and a chair
at the path leading from the parking lot to the Mammoth Lakes Welcome Center on
Thursday morning. Daughter Margaux created a colorful “Need Help?” sign for me
the night before, and I wore my Mammoth Lakes Lions Club gear so that I’d look
like a legit volunteer.
And I sat out there from 9 a.m. ‘til noon and answered visitor queries the best I
could.
The Welcome Center and Mammoth Lakes Tourism offices are closed because of
Covid. Meaning there is no physical “help” presence at Mammoth’s primary visitor
entry portal.
About halfway through my “shift,” Supervisor Stacy Corless (recused from the
Tioga Inn hearing) and June Simpkins came by to help out.
I took notes regarding every visitor interaction, of which there were 39.
Total number of visitors engaged: 86, though there were undoubtedly several
more uncounted who stayed in the car while a designee asked the questions.
Many were first-time visitors.
None would have received any help otherwise.
All were masked and polite. Every single one.
One asked me about (it was either on a bumper sticker or a license plate frame) a
message she’d read which went something like, “If you’re not a Mammoth local, go
home.”
I told her that some people who’ve lived here for all of five minutes - the first
thing they want to do is slam the door so as to preserve what’s left for themselves.
“Ignore it,” I said. “I’m glad you’re here. Just don’t camp illegally, litter or complain.”
One couple asked for information about taking their nine grandchildren (some
as young as 2) to Devils Postpile.
Granddad then asked about Rainbow Falls - could he bring a stroller down there?
How far was it?
We told him it would be too much. He didn’t like the answer. I wonder if he went
for it anyway ...
Mammoth Lakes Tourism’s Emily Bryant swung by around 11:30 - she must have
heard we were out there. She hauled out maps (the most common request) and
Visitor Guides for us to distribute.
Just so you know … Bryant is asthmatic and works remotely. She answers A LOT
of calls because her cellphone is literally the default for MLT. When you call the
Welcome Center, they give you MLT’s number. When you call MLT, it’s routed to
Bryant’s cell.
On a typical Sunday, she said she receives 150 calls.
On Wednesday, she missed (and had to sift through and return) 75 calls because
she was on the phone taking other calls.
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I want to pause briefly here to revisit part of my June 6 editorial before making a
few observations:
“There’s no need to market locally right now. Our customers are clamoring at the
gate. My wife is turning away 3-4 Airbnb requests on a daily basis.
Our issue this summer is not going to be visitation. There’ll be plenty of it. Our
issue is going to be capacity. How do we handle summer crowds if the restaurants
can only take half the customers, if the trolleys can only take half the passengers,
if the Red’s Meadow shuttle is canceled, if there is no Whitmore Pool, no summer
camps … “
Observation #1: Stop blaming MLT for the crowds. MLT has nothing to do with it.
And as instructed, MLT is putting out messaging telling people to recreate responsibly. MLT is doing its job - nothing more, nothing less.
Observation #2: If you want to point a finger regarding the Town’s utter unpreparedness for the moment, the clear culprit is Mammoth Lakes Town Council.
That’s the ultimate decision-making body. They were warned this was going to happen, and responded by doing nothing. NOTHING.
This week, a citizen named Nikki Rae Jepsen collected 2,000 signatures from concerned community members and approached MLT, advocating it devote $120,000
of its budget immediately to resort care and management.
MLT’s response: We’ll dole out the $14,000 we’re saving by the Welcome Center
NOT operating to fund two trail hosts at 20 hours a week each for ten weeks.
What a lackluster, shitty response. I mean … that ball was teed up so nicely. Why
do we have to sit there and spend the next month talking about club selection? Why
is it so hard to just hit it? Should’ve told Jepsen they’ll spend $50,000 minimum.
Nikki Rae for Town Council, btw. Deadline to file papers is Friday at 5 p.m …
Here’s what really needs to happen over the next four weeks minimum. We need
four Visitor engagement sites at the Welcome Center, in front of Vons, at the corner
of Forest Trail and Main near Kittredge Sports and in the Village at Mammoth.
These sites need to be staffed from 9-3 daily.
I imagine volunteer organizations like Lions and Rotary and Volunteer Eastern
Sierra can staff two of the sites for a small fee, as most of these groups’ local fundraising opportunities (Pancake breakfast, et. al.) had to be canceled this year. These
organizations would be eager to raise some money (which is donated back to the
community anyway in the form of scholarships, etc.)
And staffers from MLT, the Mammoth Lakes Chamber and/or the Town who are
“working from home” can get off their asses and staff the other two sites. A shift or
two a week.
And you don’t need to be a marketing person to staff it. If a newspaper publisher
and a politician can do it, ANYONE can do it.
Heck, even a Town Manager or an Executive Director or a Police Chief could do
it. path leading from the parking lot to the Mammoth Lakes Welcome Center on
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Need directions?
Dear Editor:
It’s been an extraordinary summer
which has exposed our towns lack of
communication with our visitors.
I suggest a welcome to Mammoth
radio station that visitors can tune into
on their drive into town.
Post signs along the highway urging visitors to tune in for info that will
improve the quality of there stay.
This recorded message can discuss:
Bears, fires, camping, Yosemite, Reds
Meadow, trail etiquette, parking, directions to the First Chair food truck (just
kidding), etc.
We obviously have enough summer
tourism so perhaps the town’s marketing entities can run with this.
Dan Molnar
Lee Vining
The next two letters were sent to Mammoth Town Councilmembers. Neither
letter received so much as a peep in
response.
In-con-ceivable!
Council members:
It is inconceivable that we are ending
the many-year agreement with Steve
Searles for wildlife management. Below
are some of the issues that come to
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mind in a few short minutes of absorbing this news:
1. Steve has expertise that cannot be
replicated. If these services have been
valuable for the many years of his past
contracts, why are they not valued now?
2. No one else can take his place. I
mean this seriously. There are no Forest
Service staff, or Town staff, who have the
leeway in their other duties to take on
what Steve has been doing to track and
train bears. And no one has his passion.
3. Steve has helped the Town of Mammoth Lakes with global name recognition. I met some Israeli hikers at Glacier
National Park in Montana a few years
ago that knew of our town because of
Steve’s Animal Planet series. His impact
has been priceless.
4. Don’t focus on the short term
financial shortfall rather than looking at the long term needs. Wildlife is
encroaching into urban areas more and
more frequently. Now is not the time to
end this relationship.
Please find creative ways to reach an
agreement and fund his contract.
Alexander Hamilton may have not
wanted to throw away his shot, but what
we’re doing is shooting ourselves in the
foot.
Jo Bacon
Mammoth Lakes

100% Made in the USA
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A disestablishmentarian (of sorts)
To All:
Per recommendations from the California Office of the Attorney General,
who has authority over the examination
of proposed misconduct or malfeasance
of a Nonprofit Mutual Benefit Corporation, I am requesting that the public
and all assessees of Tourism Business
Improvement District Tax, be informed
of their rights and privileges to “disestablish” Mammoth Lakes Tourism as
the Owner’s Association or Mammoth
Lakes Tourism Business Improvement
District, a legislative body charged with
managing funds and implementing programs in accordance with the Management District Plan and local, state and
federal laws.
Assessees of TBID, including but
not limited to, all tourism businesses:
lodging, businesses, restaurants, retail
businesses and ski resorts, will be provided with a letter outlining their rights
to petition for the “Disestablishment” of
MLTBID per Chapter 6, Section 36670
and Section 36671 of the 2018-2023
Mammoth Lakes Tourism Business
Improvement District, Management
District Plan by Town Council.
The letter must clearly outline the
requirements of disestablishment of
the district. The letter must clearly state
that a written petition of the owners or
authorized representatives of businesses in the district who pay 50 percent

Dave R Easterby, Agent
Insurance Lie#: 0H65719

625 Old Mammoth Road Suite 7

Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
Bus: 760-934-7575

or more of the assessments levied,
have the right to submit a petition to
city council during a specified 30 day
period each year, per Chapter 6, Section 36670.a.2. The letter must clearly
state the 30 day period EACH year that
this petition may be submitted to town
council.
Ted Carleton aptly summarized in his
article, “And Oh What Hites We’ll Hit...,”
Volume 18 No.23 from Saturday, June 6,
2020, that since the inception of TBID
in 2013, Mammoth businesses have
contributed $16 million or 52% of TBID
collectively.
It is your fiduciary duty and the right
of all businesses to know their legal
right to file grievances with a governing
body and the method for filing such a
grievance.
This is my formal notification to all,
that as both an assessee and payor of
TBID since 2013, I am submitting this
grievance for your serious consideration.
Evidence in my possession and
control show gross misconduct and
malfeasance on the part of Mammoth
Lakes Tourism, including the Executive
Director, John Urdi and perhaps, certain
Board Members.
Thank you for taking this matter under review.
Courtney Sherman
Mammoth Lakes

more LETTERS, page 5

Your home is where you make
some of your best memories,
and that's worth protecting.
I'm here to help.
LET'S TALK TODAY.

*Newsflash!
State Farm is now offering homeowners insurance
without restriction in Mammoth Lakes and June Lake.
Call today for a quote.
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LETTERS
continued from page 4
Don’t roshambo with DeChambeau
Dear Editor:
I have lived in the north Mono Basin
for more than twenty years, and I have
been bird watching at the DeChambeau
Ponds for nearly as long. I also worked
for the Forest Service for over thirty
years, including over twenty years at the
Mono Basin Scenic Area, in which the
DeChambeau Ponds are located, until
retiring two years ago.
Though I never worked directly on
the DeChambeau project, I was often
in the same office as the staff that was
involved with it, dating back to the late
1990’s, when there was still a manager
of the Scenic Area. In those days, much
effort was put into management of the
ponds and irrigation of the ranch. At
the time, the Mono Lake victory of 1994
was still recent, and the ponds were a
restoration project intended to replace
waterfowl habitat that was destroyed by
the decades of DWP diversions. Over
the past twenty years, though there
were changes in staff and priorities,
the DeChambeau Ranch and Ponds
continued to be managed consistently
in order to maintain bird habitat at the
ponds, and preserve some of the history
at the ranch. The ranch itself offers bird
habitat as well.
For many years I have enjoyed bird
watching at the ponds and the ranch,
which are not far from my home. But
this spring and summer I have been
very disturbed by what I have seen.
Most of the DeChambeau Ponds have
been dry for months now. Areas that I
have observed for years as being valuable nesting habitat have this year been
dry and useless to the birds. I know this
is a very recent situation at the ponds. I
was still working in the 2012-15 period, for instance, during a time of bad
drought, and I know that even in those
low water years the ponds were maintained and were being used by birds.
The Forest Service’s letter on this
subject, which appeared in The Sheet
on July 18th, 2020, attempted to downplay the problems at the ponds. They
claim the ponds have “been filled or are
being filled” right now. I have been out
there since this letter appeared, and I
can tell you that the ponds that dried
out are still dry. Based on what I know
from observing the work that was done
at the ponds over the last twenty years,
I believe that what the Forest Service is
currently doing at the ponds is a major
departure from what the standard
practices have been. They either have
changed their priorities and no longer
consider this habitat of value, or they
simply no longer understand how to
manage the system. It is also possible
that there is political pressure having to
do with a larger water allocation issue,
that may be influencing the Forest Service’s actions. I am not as knowledgeable about that situation, but I know
that those issues have long been in the
background.
Whatever the truth is about what is
happening now, to me it is unacceptable that such valuable habitat as was
the DeChambeau Ponds, are currently
being allowed to dry up. The longer this
goes on, the longer it will take for this

wetland habitat to recover. What we see
happening now is unnecessary destruction and all of us who value birds and
their habitat in the Mono Basin should
be alarmed.
Tim Bue
Mono City
*Bird Watcher, Retired Forest Service,
Mono Lake Ranger District
Honor the law in Tioga decision
Dear Editor and Mono Supervisors,
I am writing to you about the muchdiscussed Tioga Inn project to build
roughly 100 employee housing units on
a lot above the Tioga Gas Mart at the
intersection of Hi. 395 and Hi. 120, on
the way to Yosemite.
Full disclosure, I have represented
Dennis Domaille as a lawyer, have been
involved in dealings and contributions
with the Mono Lake Committee, and
have been a member of the Sierra Club
for many, many years.
That said, much input has come to
the Mono County Supervisors about
the project, a great deal of it negative
because of perceived impacts on the
darkness of night skies, visual impacts
on visitors at Mono Lake, and effects on
County services by reason of a significant increase to the population of Lee
Vining.
Underlying most of the criticism is a
belief that the Supervisors have an unfettered right to simply deny the project
and regulate the property to the extent
that it becomes a de facto park for the
town of Lee Vining.
No doubt vacant land is almost always more attractive than land that has
something built on it. Those of us who
live in Mono County did not come here
for the urban delights, it was the incredible beauty of natural wilderness that
attracted most of us to live far from the
blandishments of the big city. The problem is, of course, that private land is
not public, it belongs to someone, taxes
have been paid on it, and a lot of money
was spent to acquire it in the first place.
All of this gives the owner the right to do
something with the property which the
public may find attractive or not, usually
not, and, as a rule, no development is as
nice as the vacant land that preceded it.

Of course, what happens is that when
people occupy a place like Lee Vining,
they would just as soon it stay the way
it was when they arrived. This, almost
invariably, puts the public in conflict
with the private owner, with the elected
government officials as the referees,
uncomfortably stuck in the middle.
As for the Tioga Inn, the comments
have gone from the serious to the ridiculous. The project will have to comply
with Mono County ordinances regulating night-time outdoor lighting so as to
preserve dark skies, but one commenter
suggested that, in order to guarantee the
preservation of Lee Vining’s dark skies,
the project be required to be constructed underground.
As to “visual impacts”, the commenters believe that the view of the
Sierras from Hi 395 and Mono Lake
should have no visible structures in
between, lest the attractiveness of Lee
Vining to the tourist community be
irrevocably destroyed. Were the Supervisors to bow to this demand, the
eventual result would be that either the
project and/or any project at all, either
be built in subterranean fashion or
simply denied outright. This would put
the Supervisors in the position of having
denied a reasonable use of the land,
which would then constitute a “taking’
of the property by Mono County and
obligate the County to recompense the
owner for the value of the land.
Given the financial condition of
Mono County at present, which is to
say, marginal at best, the County is in

Outdoor Barber Shop
Barber Ellen McDonald
Every Tuesday by appt. only

Regular Haircuts I Military Cuts I Fades
Local/Active Military Discounts

no condition to start re-making private
land in the County into public parks, so
that satisfying the concerns of the commenters and the rights of the property
owner will take finding compromise
and judicious application of the law by
the County’s elected representatives.
Interestingly, were the County to bow
to public demand and start condemning private property to preserve night
skies and visual impacts, it would
require a substantial increase in County
taxes. Then the very same people
complaining bitterly about night skies
and all could be expected to show up at
Board of Supervisors meetings to insist
that any new taxes not fall on them,
since they had already discharged their
civic duty by showing up at the Board’s
meetings to complain about land use.
On the other hand, it is well within
the rights of the public to complain
about whatever they want to, irrespective of the practicality or the advisability of such action. It is the duty
of the Supervisors to adjudicate their
obligation to the public interest, the
County budget, and the rights of private
landholders, and come up with a solution that honors the law and, very likely,
satisfies no one.
Paul Rudder
Mammoth Lakes
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Hardly solitude
Dear Editor:
As a long-time outdoor enthusiast
(hiking, riding, climbing) and Mammoth resident, I am writing to express
my concern with the Solitude Canyon
multi-use trail proposed by the Mammoth Lakes Trail committee and being
considered by Inyo National Forrest
(INF).
I have a 20-year familiar (hiking and
biking) with the Rock Trail and Sherwin
Crest terrain, and can attest to their
changes over time. From conversation
with the trail proponents, my understanding of the arguments in favor of
the proposed trail are twofold:
• Relived overcrowding on other trails,
especially those in the Mammoth Lakes
basin; and
• Increase attractiveness to tourists
interested in biking (especially) relative
to other resort towns that have significantly more trail mileage (“They have
more than 100 miles, while we have only
17!”).
Implicit in these arguments are several assumptions:
• The Solitude Canyon tail will in fact
relieve horse, mountain bike and pedestrian traffic from the Lakes Basin (and
other trails);
• The Solitude Canyon trail will not
have adverse consequences, or at least
consequences that cannot be readily
mitigated; and
• There are not significantly better
alternatives for investments that can

improve the tourist experience
Let’s take each one of these in turn.
As for relieving traffic in the Lakes
Basin. As anyone who has spent time
among the tourists in the Lakes Basin
can attest, the vast majority of tourists
do not stray more than ½ mile from
public facilities, e.g., parking, toilets,
and bus stops. It is hard to imagine that
the remoteness of Solitude Canyon will
attract sufficient traffic to mitigate this
overcrowding. And even if it were, is
it a sound objective to increase nonpedestrian access to environmentally
sensitive and wilderness areas?
As anyone who has hiked multi-use
trails, especially those on steeper terrain, can attest, horses degrade trails
very quickly turning even the best constructed trails into rivers of ankle-deep
dust and dung. Hike to the Red Cones to
enjoy this experience!
As for a harmonious co-existence of
hikers and mountain bikers, the majority of bikers are courteous, however
there is a not insignificant number
who would sooner run you over than
slow down or stop. This is an especially
common occurrence on the upper Rock
Trail which is narrow, with a steep sidecut that leaves little room to get off the
trail, and has curves with poor forward
visibility.
Old Mammoth Road, just past Mill
City, is a common access point for the
upper Rock Trail. It has limited sideof-road dirt parking and there are no
public sanitation facilities. I attest that
it is already a public sewer adjacent
to Mammoth Creek. If the Solitude

Canyon project were to be successful in
attracting more traffic, this traffic would
increase traffic at this point without
providing any mitigation.
Lastly, I can easily think of many more
uses for the investment dollars in the
proposed Solitude Canyon project, not
least of which is improved maintenance
and upgrades to existing trails, and trailhead sanitation.
The Mammoth Lakes Trail committee, in partnership with INF, has made
some of the most significant projects
to enhance tourism and business in
Mammoth. I’m thinking specifically

about the paved trail system throughout
town and in the Lakes Basin, and the
trail signage. This has greatly expanded
pedestrian and bike use, with E-bikes,
in particular, being a boon to nonacclimatized tourists and local business
rentals as well. However, I think the
resources considered for the Solitude
Canyon project can be better spent
elsewhere.
Craig Knoche
Mammoth Lakes

COVID
continued from page 1
stand a chance [against Covid]”, Franklin told The Sheet, “and I don’t know
how much of a chance Mike stands.”
Both sisters had the summation of
the situation they’ve experienced so
far: “It’s a nightmare”.
Boo issued an updated health order
on August 1 that outlaws gatherings of
people from different households, regardless of size or location, with exceptions for religious and cultural services
as well as political protests.
With the recent outbreak, Inyo
County appears on its way to a spot on
the State Covid monitoring list, joining
the 36 other counties which have seen
increased cases and subsequent walkbacks on businesses reopening.
Except: the state is experiencing
data issues with its reporting system.
Delays in test results and potential
duplicate tests have significantly
impacted reporting and it is unlikely
that Inyo County will be placed on the
state watchlist until those issues are
resolved.
Mono County continues to experience above average rates of Covid-19,
with the preliminary positivity hovering around 10% for all tests. The county
has transitioned to using the University
of California, San Francisco’s lab for
test results and in spite of a glitch over
the weekend that delayed results, Boo
reported faster testing turnaround
times than the county had previously
experienced.
For the first time, Mammoth Hospital
is at yellow status, an indication that
the healthcare system is feeling the
effects of the recent spike. Boo reported
the change in status on Tuesday,
explaining that recent Covid admits
and limited ICU capacity combined
with additional “normal” admits are
making space a bit tight at the hospital.
Additionally, the hospitals in Reno that
Mammoth typically sends patients to
are experiencing a similar surge and
cannot accept many more patients at
this time.
Boo also expressed doubt about the
upcoming school year; parents with
children ages pre-K through 6th grade
can sign a waiver for their children to
attend school in person but positivity
rates remain above the threshold for
in-person classes.
Testing for restaurant employees
remains a priority, even as the majority of restaurants report zero positive
cases among their staff, due to the
high frequency of interaction with
unmasked guests. Boo also reported

that the majority of Covid-19 cases in
Mono County are concentrated within
the Hispanic/Latinx community, an
issue that county and Town of Mammoth Lakes officials have consistently
struggled to address.
The primary concern, as evidenced
by extensive written and in-person
public comment, is visitors. As Boo told
the supervisors, “It’s a fact of life that
pandemics are driven by human travel”,
adding, “I don’t know why people insist
on vacationing during a pandemic.”
Supervisor Jennifer Kreitz cautioned
against taking a harsh stance against
tourists. “Telling people to stay home
might be the most dangerous thing to
do,” she said, “People are looking for
outdoor recreation because it’s deemed
safe.”
“We have to be careful that we’re not
driving people into their homes where
they may not be safe [from exposure to
working family members],” she added.
In an August 1 health order that
outlawed social gatherings, Boo wrote
“Throughout California we believe that
informal gatherings of friends and relatives who don’t live in the same household are helping to drive this epidemic.
Distancing is the single most important
thing that we all can do to prevent the
spread of infections.”
County residents reported increases
incidences of graffiti, littering, and
general lack of awareness from guests,
many of whom may experiencing the
region for the first time.
To that effect, Mammoth Lakes Tourism has caught increased flak from
locals upset about the bad behavior, so
much so that they have pulled all outward paid messaging about responsible
tourism and significantly lowered their
presence outside of the area.
As for enforcement, Inyo National
Forest district ranger Gordon Martin
expressed frustration about the current
situation, noting that a lack of staff and
directives to work remotely severely
limit the Forest Service’s enforcement
capacity.
“We’re having trouble approaching
people bc they’re not wearing masks,”
Martin said, “We get out there and
people approach us and it becomes a
challenge when they’re not masked up.”
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INSECURITY
BLANKET
Mammoth businesses voice frustration over local ordinances, negative perception

By Pag e

O

ur businesses, especially lodging right now, are under attack,”
Snowcreek Director of Operations John Morris shared with Mammoth Lakes lodging operators during
an August 3 Zoom roundtable call.
“Cutting back legal lodging is going to
do nothing but force people into illegal
situations or into staying with friends,
into situations that are not going to be
monitored and where the care to keep
people safe from Covid is not nearly as
good.”
Morris, who serves as the lodging
association president as well as Chairman of the Mammoth Lakes Tourism
board, referred to the current lodging
outlook as “a dire situation.” The dire
situation in question? New considerations by County Health Officer
Thomas Boo and Mammoth Lakes
Town Manager Dan Holler that would
further restrict lodging operations.
“Our voice as a lodging community”,
added Sierra Nevada Resort Managing
Director Brent Truax, “has not really
been there.”
By “there,” Truax was referring to the
ongoing conversation about overcrowding and persistent calls to once
again shut down lodging within the

town and county. As hosts of the many
visitors to the region, the hotels, motels, campgrounds, and nightly rentals
have faced increased scrutiny as the
town’s capacity to handle crowds has
diminished.
Holler outlined some of the plans being considered, which included a Covid
testing requirement for lodging employees similar to the current requirement on restaurant staff. He indicated
that the percentage of employees who
would need to be tested would land in
the 10-15% range.
Also under consideration by Holler and Co: shifting the gaps between
stays in a room from 24 to 48 hours and
dropping weekly occupancy to 65-70%,
down from the current 75% maximum
occupancy rate.
In addition, he highlighted a need for
“strong outward-facing messaging both
by properties as well as through MLT
that you gotta have a reservation before
you get here” along with Governor
Gavin Newsom’s orders discouraging
vacation travel.
The new guidelines did not sit well
with the business owners in attendance.
Jason Herbst, owner and operator of

Mammoth Five Star Rentals, said that
while he appreciates the work being
done by government workers throughout the pandemic, he would need
strong evidence that shutting down
again would provide a net positive for
the community.
“During the prior shutdown,” Herbst
said, ”we were all aware that the town
was full of visitors and as pointed out,
they’re either camping in the woods or
staying in illegal rentals. But shutting
down professional property management only serves to turn off one of the
guardians of health when people do
come to Mammoth.”
Herbst highlighted his own commitment to keeping guests and staff safe,
assigning a staff member to serve as a
point person for Covid-related issues
and taking steps to reduce the chance
of transmission.
Following a decree about clean
linens, Herbst ordered $14,000 worth of
new blankets which have yet to arrive.
“Am I gonna get shut down again
before I even get the $14,000 worth of
blankets I didn’t have the money to buy
in the first place?” Herbst asked.
“If you shut us down before the end
of August,” Herbst told Holler, “I don’t

know if we can reopen.”
After the meeting Stacy Schaubmayer, General Manager of the Alpenhof Lodge, sent out a letter to Town
officials. Schaubmayer explained that
in adhering to local health ordinances,
Alpenhof has operated at 60% capacity
and had lost a total of 716 room nights
in the month of July.
“If you want to cut lodging to 60-65%
occupancy that’s not going to make
any difference – we are already there,”
Schaubmayer wrote. “If you want to cut
if further than that – then we should
just close because we will not be able to
sustain being open at lower occupancy
rates. Where you will see the difference
is the 25% of displaced people from the
campgrounds – who will find somewhere to camp anyway because they
are here.”
She continued: “Our front line staff
is doing triple duty by enforcing mask
mandates, filling in for the closed visitors center and trying to recommend
places for these guests to go to.”
“Lodging is not part of the problem,
Schaubmayer concluded, “We have
been part of the solution all along ... ”

see BUSINESS, page 16
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HAY TRUCK SET ABLAZE FOLLOWING CRASH
A truck full of hay crashed into Mt. Whitney Motel early Saturday Morning
By Madd ux

A

t approximately 3:45 a.m. on
Saturday, August 1, a 73-year old
truck driver was traveling into
Lone Pine at an unknown rate of speed,
when he drove into the northside wall
of the Mt. Whitney motel, where the
truck overturned and burst into flames,
Sergeant Laura Browning of the Bishop
CHP told The Sheet. The truck driver
was transporting hay.
The northside of the hotel, where the
truck hit, had nine guests at the time of
the collision: three guests in rooms 2
and 3, two young female guests in room
2, and a single male in room 3. Room
1 had been vacated at around 5 p.m
the day before, Pete Bhakta, owner of
the Mt. Whitney motel, told The Sheet.
When the semi-truck hit between
rooms 1 and 2, both guests in rooms 2
and 3 reported thinking that it was an
earthquake—when they came out of
their room it caught on fire right away,
according to Bhakta.
Bhakta was sleeping on the second
floor above the main office when he
heard the bang, as he described it. He
then looked out of his second-floor
window, and heard people yelling, “get
out, get out!” he said. A guest knocked
at Bhakta’s back door, notifying him to
get out.
Randy Moffatt of Orange County was
a guest in room 20, when the accident
took place. Moffatt told The Sheet that
sometime around 4 a.m. someone
knocked on his door, and he ran out

of his room. When he was outside, he
heard several people yelling at the truck
driver to get out of the truck. Moffatt
said he ran back to his room to put on
his shirt, shoes, and socks before leaving the building
When he came out of his room a
second time, he noticed the truck driver
was near the driveway, 20-feet from
his room—he distinctly recalled that
the truck driver was in his underwear.
Of the injuries: “They sure looked like
burns, he was moaning and groaning,
he was in pain…anyone else around
there would have said the same thing,”
said Moffatt upon seeing the truck
driver. “Everything happened so fast,
I’ve never been in a situation like this
before, so it sort of blew me away!”
Moffatt later helped to pick up the truck
driver while he was on a gurney into the
ambulance—he clarified that he wasn’t
one of the citizens that carried the truck
driver out of the truck.
Lone Pine resident David Zukaitis
explained to The Sheet that the sound
of the collision was like someone
slamming a garbage can lid, and then
20-seconds later the power went out.
“I’ve seen a couple of wrecks over the
year[s], but nothing like that,” said
Zukaitis.
Samuel Garza, an electric trouble supervisor with LADWP, said after 4 a.m.
he received a call to re-install power
lines. Garza explained that the truck
went through two electric poles (one

near the entrance to Carl’s Jr./gas station and the other near the Mt. Whitney
motel), and the steel sign on the Carl’s
Jr. lot. Garza told The Sheet that Lone
Pine was out of power for 30-minutes to
an hour, with the surrounding communities of Pangborn and the trailer park
behind Frosty’s Chalet still out of power
later that same day.
Moffatt told The Sheet that the two
female guests in room 2 had their personal belongings burned in the ensuing
fire. About 18 guests were staying at
the motel, but none were injured, said
Bhakta. According to Sergeant Laura
Browning of the Bishop CHP, the truck
driver was transported to the Southern
Inyo Hospital. The Lone Pine
Fire Department did not disclose any further details of the
fire, the truck driver’s identity
or his condition to The Sheet.
According to Sergeant
Browning, the truck driver was
extracted by Deputy Atkins of
the Inyo County Sheriff’s Department and two civilians.

CLASSES OUTDOORS

Hayden Cabin
Lake Mary at Pokonobe
www.yogalabmammoth.com
Class sizes are capped. Bring your mask and mat.

OPEN 7:30-2pm

* CLOSED TUESDAYS
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THE
BLAME GAME
Mammoth Lakes Tourism responds to local criticism
By Pag e

S

ometimes, just doing the bare
minimum is too much for
some to tolerate. In the case of
Mammoth Lakes Tourism, it’s incited
a minor firestorm.
A local petition circulated by Mammoth resident Nikki Rae Jepsen had
the stated goal of holding the nonprofit accountable for the increased
incidences of littering and graffiti
occurring throughout the town and
county. Pictures of spray-painted
rocks and trees abound on social
media along with overflowing dumpsters; the June Lake substation of the
Mono County Sheriff’s office has been
vandalized and the door kicked in.
The Sheet reached out to Jepsen
this week to see what the goal was for
her petition. Jepsen made sure this
wasn’t spun into a contentious issue.
“I am not trying to blame anyone. This
isn’t about hating Mammoth Lakes
Tourism. I just want to see something
done.”
As of Thursday, August 6, the petition had 1,940 signatures.
What would holding tourism accountable mean? “Tourism organizations advertise these areas and they
can only do that when they are clean.
The goal would be for Tourism to
invest in these areas, keeping them
pretty,” said Jepsen.
Jepsen, originally from Tennessee, moved to Yosemite in 2012. She
worked in the valley for 3-4 years before her boss asked her if she wanted

to work in a Welcome Center.
During her time at the Welcome
Center, she worked closely with tourism and had a woman-on-the-ground
perspective of what happened during
Eastern Sierra summers.
“This is my third summer living on
the Eastside and garbage has always
been a problem. This year it seems
exponentially worse,” said Jepsen.
So what specifically is the goal? “The
funding is there,” said Jepsen, “MLT
spends $1.5 million on marketing
and I am asking they put 8% of that
($120,000) into cleaning up the areas
they advertise.”
“What I really want to see is dumpsters and bathrooms,” Jepsen told The
Sheet. Some areas are fine, but areas
such as the Lakes Basin, Rock Creek,
and June Lake have been overrun and
occasionally all it would take is one
extra dumpster.
“If [the $120,000] could create two
jobs that would paid a living wage,
that would be great. All they would
have to do is walk the trails that they
advertise and clean them up,” said
Jepsen.
“If there is a place that can do this,
it’s Mammoth Lakes. Then maybe
Mono County Tourism and then it
could spread to other remote tourist
destinations.”
Comments on a recent MLT Facebook post titled: “7 Picnic Spots Perfect for Takeout Meals in Mammoth
Lakes” speak to local distress.

FEATURING
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On select models, contact shop for details.
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Priority Jets, Filtration, And 24-hour Circulation Pumps
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SALES - MAINTENANCE - REPAIRS - SUPPLIES
Call today and find out how easy it is to own a New Sundance Spa!

1401 Tavern Rd. Mammoth Lakes
(760) 924-3091 • mammothspacreations.com
Licensed- Bonded-Insured. CA. Lic. 849466

“Has this become a game for you?”
Jennifer Leader DeAngelis wrote,
“Visit Mammoth continues to promote our area even though we are
completely full and overrun with
tourists. I went to the Vista last week
at 9:30 pm, there were no parking
spots to be found. You’re bringing the
people here Visit Mammoth, now it’s
your turn to clean up after them.”
Craig Sterling asked “How is this
NOT advertising Mammoth? This is
entirely irresponsible to be advertising in the middle of a pandemic and
with our town being literally overrun
by people, trash, noise and graffiti.”
“There’s a lot of misconception
about what MLT has been asked to
do,” MLT Board Chair John Morris
said at the beginning of the board’s
monthly meeting on Wednesday. “I’m
really getting tired of the us vs. them…
whether that’s MLT vs. various agencies or residents vs. visitors, we really
are all in this together.”
MLT Marketing Director Matt Gebo,
audibly irritated by the flak MLT and
its staff has caught in recent days, ran
through what the organization is currently doing, noting “we are doing our
level best to educate visitors as well as
folks in the community.”
As Gebo explained, MLT has paused
all paid marketing for the next few
weeks and has repeatedly pushed the
link to the Responsible Tourism page on
their website; that web page has been
viewed by 75,000 individuals thus far,

he claimed, and Gebo explained that
people viewing that page were staying
on it for nearly a minute longer than
average.
People, online at least, are paying
attention.
Gebo noted that with Yosemite only
taking reservations, Devils Postpile
operating at limited capacity, no events
taking place in the Village, and a lack
of trail stewardship events, the crowds
are limited to select areas. Hence, the
crowding and persistent trash.
Urdi explained the decision to pull the
paid marketing messages had been his.
”It was based on the feedback we had
and the abuse we’ve been taking,” Urdi
said. “The whole point of the advertising
was trying to educate people who are
coming here.”
Morris noted that MLT’s current
online educational presence was an
attempt to compensate for the closure
of the town Visitor Center and a visible
source of information in town.
“Understand that MLT and all of us
are in this together,” he said. “We’re trying to make this a better place to live not
a worse place.”
In other news: Morris was re-elected
as board chair, with Jeremy Goico assuming the Vice-Chair position formerly held by Scott McGuire. Michael
Ledesma was voted board secretary and
Rhonda Duggan will remain treasurer
for the next year.
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“WE FEEL YOUR PAIN”

Mammoth Town Council addresses the Covid conundrum
By Hite

M

ammoth Lakes Town Council
met on August 5 as it considered taking action on COVID-19 related issues.
The challenge is balancing three competing interests: “1) protect public health
in the midst of a pandemic; 2) to sustain
a viable economy; and 3) to protect and
provide for our local social and natural
environment,” read the staff report.
Town Manager Dan Holler gave the
presentation laying out the necessary
data for Council.
It started with a look at vehicle visits
at the entrance to Highway 203 off of the
395 (See chart at bottom of page).
“We compared the data of July this
year versus July last year and we found
that we are only down 861 vehicle trips.
So the number of people coming into
Mammoth Lakes this year is pretty much
even,” said Holler, “The very preliminary
numbers in August look to be the same if
not higher [than last year].”
Then Holler told Council that one
might surmise that there are simply more
illegal lodging operations going on. An
order on hosts not obeying the 75% occupancy restriction or re-renting rooms
before the 24 hour period has expired.
Holler explained how this works. “Essentially, we are scanning different internet
websites, advertisements for housing,
looking if these posts are in line with
regulations.”
The slide read, “[We are] Not seeing an
increase in illegal rental advertising.”

Holler continued on lodging, “The
other element we took a look at is what is
going on in turns of occupancy levels…
What we saw when we pulled the data is
the average occupancy of all the different
days [in July] was 68.9%. July of 2020 was
64.5%”
Again, not a significant difference to
prior years. In short: the traffic is similar
to last year and there’s no evidence that
lodging is causing a spike in cases. As a
result Holler and other members of the
Emergency Operation Command feel
scaling lodging back is unnecessary at
this time. Lodging is still under review if
the Town feels the need to mitigate the
number of visitors.
“The other concern we get in the community meetings is the general belief
that MLT (Mammoth Lakes Tourism) is
continuing investment into inviting visitors into Mammoth Lakes,” said Holler.
During the month of July, Mammoth
Lakes Tourism spent $55,000 on marketing efforts as opposed to $400,000 the
previous year. The $55,000 has mainly
been used to create a campaign promoting responsible recreation in the Eastern
Sierra. “MLT’s Southern California messaging is really on hold.”
*Hite note: Holler saying that the
amount of people who came to Mammoth
Lakes this year is about the same as last
year and immediately transitioning into
MLT spending an eighth of what it did last
year… poetry.
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Stats

After the Mountain closed, there were
backcountry skiers, snowmobilers, and
many other outdoor activities that the
On July 15 there were 54 cases and
Town and the County tolerated with no
then July 16 there
protocols in place.
were 63 cases. As of
This year, Wentworth
August 5, there are
wants clarity.
153 positive cases.
Mayor Bill Sauser
Still only one person
I don’t think anybody then attempted to
in the hospital.
a sliver of opThe positivity rates
that is watching this is add
timism, “What I’m
per 100,000 people
must not exceed 100 feeling that we are really hearing from everybody is a lot of doom
per the State threshaddressing the issue.
and gloom.”
old to be on the
Sauser claimed
monitoring. . Mamdispersed camping
moth Lakes has 656
-Cleland Hoff is roughly the same
cases per 100,000
this year while praisand the unincorpoing the COVID-19
rated County has 122
containment effort
cases per 100,000.
and saying the Lakes
The current posiBasin population
tivity rate of cases
increase is due to a
is 8.72% which is
lack of alternatives
just above the State
(Bluesapalooza,
standard of 8%.
Margarita Fest, and the buses to Devil’s
According to the California Health Department, “[Operations closed due to be- Postpile are just some examples.)
“For this year, the service we are proing on the County monitoring list] shall
viding for city-dwellers to come up and
remain closed, even when a county is rehave a refreshing time is something we
moved from the County Monitoring List,
until the State Health Officer modifies the should be proud of. [We should] not be
condemning them for being here with us.
Order and authorizes re-opening.”
It is all public land.”
Ultimately, Council did not take action.
Council weighs in
There was public comment given
through a call as well as 14 comments
“I think a lot of people in town are in
submitted online.
a lot of pain. This is not financial pain
Some were highly critical of local
although that is part of it,” said Council
member Cleland Hoff, “I don’t think any- elected officials such as Stacey Powells
who asked, “What is it going to take for
body that is watching this is feeling that
all of you, our elected officials, to come
we are really addressing the issue.”
up with a plan that is safe for everyone,
Councilmember John Wentworth deincluding but not limited to, penalizing
sired a few concrete action points.
those who refuse to abide by the mask
He felt the Town needed to work in
requirements?”
conjunction with what was going on in
Some comments wanted lodging to
the public health space: a more coordistay open, such as John Morris, Chairnated front of regulations and enforceman of the Mammoth Lakes Lodging
ments.
Association and Stacy Schaubmayer,
Wentworth also asked that local law
enforcement, including Mammoth Lakes General Manager of Alpenhof Lodge.
Both Morris and Schaubmayer claimed
Police Department, Mono County Sheriff,
occupancy was hovering around 60%
and the United States Forest Service
meaning lodging is already well below
come together to properly handle any
the occupancy limit of 75%.
negative ramifications of the uptick in
Schaubmayer wrote, “Lodging is not
tourists.
part of the problem, we have been part of
Then Wentworth asked for a standardthe solution all along...”
ized regional message and data sets
All public comments are available to
readily available for Council designed
the public through the August 5 Town of
to inform decisions. Finally Wentworth
Mammoth Lakes Council agenda packet
noted, “I would like to see a community
on the TOML website.
conversation so we can articulate to our
community what the winter is going to
look like.”

“

”
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NOT SO ADVENTURE TIME WITH PHIL AND JOHN
Inyo County Adventure Trails put on hiatus due to a prolonged NEPA analysis
By Pag e

I

n Inyo County, the Adventure Trails
network of roads has been controversial from the outset. Designating
roads for Off Highway Vehicles (OHV)
has consistently been a tricky subject, as
doing so can unintentionally encourage
OHV users to create additional trails.
In 2012, after the passage of AB 628
(allowing Inyo County to create a pilot
program for combined use highways),
the Adventure Trails program submitted
38 separate applications for combined
use permits on county roads. Three
years later, that number was narrowed
down to eight roads, seven of which were
approved by the Inyo Board of Supervisors. In order for the county to assume
jurisdiction over any of these roads,
easements must first be granted by the
Inyo National Forest Service, which owns
the land that the roads in question run
through.
Inyo County was granted just over half
a million dollars in grant funding from
the Green Sticker Fund in order to fund
a National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) review. The findings of the review
will inform the Forest Service’s decision
to grant or deny the easements.
The funding was granted in the FY
2017-2018 cycle with a three year deadline for use.
In the time since the funding was
granted, Inyo County has further reduced
the number of roads to four from eight.
Four of the roads were designated for
“special use permits” which the Forest
Service was not willing to grant ease-

ments on.
The project initially received some
backlash from the local community, with
the Center for Biological Diversity bringing a lawsuit against the county in 2015
which alleged that the Adventure Trails
system would encourage reckless usage
of OHVs on county roads and negatively
impact local communities.
Since then, the county has reoriented
the focus of the project to road maintenance, arguing that since it has maintained the roads in question since they
came into existence, the county should
have jurisdiction on those roads.
The roads in question are portions of
Death Valley, Onion Valley, Foothill, and
County Roads.
Locals like Margy Marshall worry that
although the project has changed names,
the county’s ultimate goal of making
those roads combined use remains the
same.
“It really hurts me when [the land] gets
damaged mostly by people who probably
have no idea [what they’re doing] and
they’re using our taxes to do it,” Marshall
told The Sheet. Marshall is part of a group
of Bishop locals seeking better enforcement policies on OHVs.
As far as the county is concerned, the
project is straightforward and non-controversial.
“We just want the title or rights to the
roads we’re already maintaining,” Inyo
County Transportation Planner John
Pinckney told The Sheet, “It’s a matter of
semantics really.”

Mammoth Hospital Family Medicine
Offers Appointments in Person or
Telemedicine through our Patient Portal
Safe and open for
in-person appointments.
If you have an urgent medical concern, do
not delay seeking treatment. Postponing
care can cause a condition to worsen or
become a preventable emergency.

Become a member of the Mammoth Patient Portal and have
your next Family Medicine appointment online.
•
•
•
•
•
•

View your medical record including office notes
Make, cancel, or reschedule clinic appointments
Email your doctor
View lab results
Refill medications
View immunizations

(760) 934-2551

Call us today to enroll in the
portal or to make an appointment.

w w w. m a m m o t h h o s p i t a l . c o m

Pinckney explained that the County’s
goal is not to designate the roads combined-use for OHV, rather the county
feels it should have the right of way on
roads that they’ve maintained since their
inception.
In addition, Pinckney explained
that the county aims to stay under the
grant amount in terms of spending
and assuaged fears of overspending or
misspending by adding “we don’t get
paid anything until full receipts and
everything have been submitted to state
parks.”
“You can’t move money to something
that you don’t have authorized by Board
[of Supervisors] action AND it would void
the state parks agreement.”
In short: the grant money stays where
it is until the project is over.
Additionally, Pinckney argued, there is
“zero impact of transferring the easement” as “if they sign easement today,
there’ll be no effective change in management of the road.”
Pinckney added, in response to
concerns about the county flipping the
roads to combined use, that Death Valley National Park has come out against
combined-use designations on Death
Valley Road, as OHVs are not allowed in
any of the National Parks.
Philip DeSenze, District Ranger for the
White Mountain Ranger Office, agreed
with Pinckney’s assessment, noting that
the Forest Service and Inyo County had
been working to get the roads in question
under the proper legal jurisdiction. “The

grant presents the opportunity to do that
for several of the roads the county have
been maintaining for some other time.”
DeSenze explained that the NEPA is
mostly concerned with archaeological
sites and wildlife endangerment. If any
information emerged that DeSenze were
to classify as as an “extraordinary circumstance”, a full environmental review
would be required along with significant
analysis and the development of alternative solutions.
When he first arrived on the job,
DeSenze noted“a lot of support and a
lot of animosity from folks who oppose
this project,” adding “I think that support
for expanding adventure trails system is
maybe not at same level as it was 5 years
ago.”
In addition, if the county were to attempt to change the usage designation
on the roads, DeSenze indicated that the
Forest Service would provide any relevant information and expertise needed
as an adjacent landowner.
Regarding the current situation with
OHV’s on Forest Service land, DeSenze
said, “we’re trying to expand management of OHV’s, work with partners to
get us info and be out in field and have a
peer pressure presence.”
If the easements are granted, and
there’s no definite guarantee that they
will be says DeSenze, a CEQA review,
public hearing and Board of Supervisors
approval are required if the county or
another proponent pursues a combineduse designation.
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VEREUCK HONORED

A plaque was unveiled Wednesday
evening honoring the late John Vereuck,
a larger-than-life Mammoth figure who
served as the President of the Village at
Mammoth HOA for the first 15 years of
its existence.
Pictured below: Daughter Dawn and
Dr. Marc Kayem, who spearheaded the
project to completion.
At right, Vereuck sweeping the Side
Door the morning after he bought it for a
dollar from Shields Richardson. He sold
it back to Richardson later that day for
$2. “A 100% return,” crowed a smiling
Richardson, who attended Wednesday’s
event.
The Side Door hosted a small, disanced gathering following the ceremony,
where guests were treated to Pinot Grigio
on ice, Vereuck’s drink of choice.

REKA CLEANS UP

R

obert Rodgers was coming
down from Mammoth Rock
about five years ago, looping
back towards Snowcreek when he saw
the open lot at 62 Woodcrest Trail in

There has been lots of finger-pointing when it comes to litter in the Eastern Sierra. Rather than
more blaming, Reka fly fishing hosted a clean up day in the Lakes Basin last weekend. "Educating as opposed to shaming," wrote Paz Mendelevitch on the Reka outdoors site. Pictured
above is Marcus Cassidy holding fishing line as Mendelevitch raises his arms. Below is Laurey
Carlson triumphantly holding up trash bags.
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MLTPA
continued from page 1
could pay for trails but, at the time, no
governing body was overseeing the funds
on a regular basis.
In 2015, the Town contracted with
Mammoth Lakes Recreation “to oversee a new Trail Coordination program
adopted by the Town Council. Through
this contract MLR provides program and
fiscal oversight for the Mammoth Lakes
Trail System,” reads the TOML website,
“To achieve this MLR convenes and
facilitates the Mammoth Trails Committee which meets regularly to provide
direction and oversight for the Mammoth
Lakes Trail System.”
At the same time, the Town hired
Rathje to oversee this new Town-centric
program.
MLTPA
Then there is MLTPA, founded in 2005
by current Town Councilman John Wentworth.
From 2006 to 2012, MLTPA was focused
on leveraging funds and building trails.
Although MLTPA was not responsible for
all, Wentworth says 70 different projects
were completed with over $20 million of
investment into the local Trails System.
When the Mammoth Trails System was
introduced in 2015, the Town essentially
had two options: 1) Have a functioning
trails department that is entirely in-house
or 2) Hire Rathje and a few seasonal
workers and attempt to use a non-profit
such as MLTPA to do the dirty work. The
TOML chose the latter course.
According to the Town website: “[In
2015], (MLTPA) was contracted by the

Town to provide supportive services
for the Mammoth Lakes Trail System
program including GIS services, data
collection, analysis, graphics, project
management and planning. MLTPA
works intimately with the Mammoth
Lakes Trail System Trail Crew (employees
of the Town) to maintain their capacity to
undertake trail design, construction, and
maintenance.”
The Current Structure
This leaves us where we are today. “We
[MLTPA] are Joel’s hands if you will. He
is just one guy and he knows he has a
contractor at his disposal to achieve what
he needs,” said Wentworth.
Sheet: Why not have it all in house?
Wentworth simply believed it was
fiscally responsible, “Our billable rate
compared to what the town pays for contractors is about a third per hour.”
Rathje agreed, “It would likely be
more expensive for the same number of
human resources if it were all under the
umbrella of The Town.”
Here is how it all works:
Mammoth Lakes Recreation is the
oversight. They established the Mammoth Trails Committee which evaluates
projects directly sourced from the Mammoth Trails System Master Plan.
The current contract with Mammoth
Trails System grants $300,000 a year to
complete miscellaneous projects from
the Master Plan.
The Committee then decides how to
spend it. The plan is then brought back to
Mammoth Lakes Recreation for approval.

If MLR says yes, then Mammoth Lakes
Town Council gets a stab at it. And if it
gets past Town Council, individual projects are submitted to The Forest Service
for review.
“Nothing gets decided unilaterally,”
said Rathje, “All of the different layers of
vetting provides multiple touch points for
the public to be involved.”
“It is set up in such a way, that Joel over
the course of the year, can say I want to
move money from this project over to
this project,” said Wentworth.
And when that happens, MLTPA does
the paperwork. That is not all MLTPA
does, but when it comes to the Mammoth
Lakes Trails System, they work up until
the shovel hits the dirt.
The Vision
Wentworth views MLTPA as an organization that could serve as a model
for others. b“We are [working to create]
a ground up, locally grown, recreation
management model that can be replicated,” he told The Sheet.
“The basic model is that these are public partnerships. Public agencies partnering with federal agencies,” Wentworth
said as he rattled off all the different types
of agencies that have similar interests allowing a coordinated front.
Wentworth believed these “publicpublic” partnerships are good for the
communities they represent.
As for examples, Wentworth mentioned the Eastern Sierra Sustainable
Recreation Partnership in which MLTPA
“provides convening, facilitation, and

CALLING
ALL
WRITERS

Sierra Classic Theatre
is accepting script ideas
for its 2020 Murder
Mystery to be written for
and performed on ZOOM.
Email cover letter, brief
synopsis and up to 10
pages of the script to
Sct@SierraClassicTheat
re.org
Deadline is August 14,
2020
Go to SierraClassicTheatre.org
PAY IS $400

technical support,” as well as the Sustainable Recreation and Tourism Initiative
(SRTI) which MLTPA “provides services
through a contract with the Town on
behalf of the Eastern Sierra region.
As to the question of the possible conflict of interests of the board of MLTPA,
Wentworth made one thing clear, “The
CEO works for free, the executive director
is not compensated. No one on the board
is compensated.” The contract signed
with the TOML gives the hourly rates of
the employees of MLTPA and all of that is
publicly available.
The board composition is ujnique.
John Urdi, Executive Director of Mammoth Lakes Tourism, serves as the
treasurer. Wentworth serves for Mammoth Lakes Town Council and is also the
Founder/ President. Wendy Schneider,
Executive Director of Friends of The Inyo,
serves as Vice President.
“Our board is stronger for having those
diverse and competing interests,” said
Wentworth.
Rathje anecdotally referenced the
board as well when he told The Sheet that
although he occasionally disagrees with
Schneider, having her on the board adds
a voice that might otherwise be ignored.
Rathje values this diversity.
Finally, The Sheet asked Wentworth a
question along these lines: “Do you think
anyone knows all of this? Are your fellow
Council members even aware of how this
all works?”
Wentworth answered simply, “We have
failed to inform the public of our actions. We have a lot of work to do [on that
front].”
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calendar of events
TOWN STUFF

TOWN STUFF

Friday, August 7/
Final day to submit papers to run
for Mammoth Lakes Town Council.

August 14-15/
Wine Weekend is Going Virtual.
Beer lovers’ candy store
Mammoth Mountain Community
Selection of more than 300 beers
Foundation and side Door in
LOOK OUT FOR THE ANGELS.
Mammmoth will host the annual
event. Wine pickups at Side Door
BOBBO’S IN THE BOOTH!
will be available after online
purchase. Virtual Tastings via ZOOM 934.6260
Main St. Next to Rick’s
with the winemakers start at 4pm
on August 15. For information and
purchasing packages, visit: https://
mammothfoundation.org/pages/
mammoth-wine-walk

August 7-9/
YogaLab Mammoth’s SUP Yoga
Weekend. Join Yoga Lab Mammoth
and guest intstructor Erin O’Malley
for a weekend of yoga on the lakes.
Limited space available so register
in advance. Schedule and tickets:
https://www.yogalabmammoth.com
Monday, August 10/
Meet Chris Bubser. INYO350
is inviting the public to a Zoom
meeting with Congressional District
8 Democratic candidate, Chris
Bubser. Time: 7 p.m. To sign up for
the meeting visit: www.chrisbubser.
com/inyo350.
Mono County Board of Supervisors
Special Meeting via Zoom @ 1
p.m. https://monocounty.zoom.
us/j/92884120013
Tuesday, August 11/
Inyo County Board of Supervisors
meets via Zoom. Public session
starts 8:30 a.m. https://zoom.
us/j/868254781.
Mono County Board of Supervisors
meets via Zoom. Public session at
9 a.m. https://monocounty.zoom.
us/j/99209619057
Mammoth Lakes RecreationSpecial Meeting via Zoom. Public
viewing available through Granicus.
Time: 5 p.m.
Wednesday, August 12/
The New Normal: Coping With A
Covid World. Seminar conducted
by Mono County Behavioral Health.
5:30-6:30 p.m. Visit https://
Thursday, August 13/
Mono County Board of Supervisors
Special Meeting via Zoom @ 9
a.m. https://monocounty.zoom.
us/j/92884120013
Mammoth Trails Committee meets
via Zoom. Public viewing available
through Granicus. Time: 3 p.m.
Covid-19 Community
Conversation hosted by County and
Town officials. English: 5:30 p.m.,
Spanish: 6:30 p.m. Visit https://
coronavirus.monocounty.ca.gov for
the Zoom link.

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

Ongoing:
The Cast Off is open on Tuesday
and Saturdays only due to Covid-19
restrictions. No book drop offs when
closed.
Vons offers two hours of shopping
Monday-Friday from 7-9 a.m. for
those shoppers who may be virusvulnerable.
Mono County Library locations
will offer pre-arranged pick
ups for library materials. www.
monocolibraries.org.
Devil’s Creek Distillery in
Mammoth Lakes is offering tastings
by appointment only. Call 760-2793670 to schedule your tasting
C5 Studios in Bishop is open. New
hours are: Wednesday - Friday from
3- 6 p.m. Saturday from 10 a.m. - 3
p.m. www.c5studios.org.
Yoga Lab Mammoth is offering
outdoor classes at Hayden Cabin
and Lake Mary. Class sizes are
capped. Bring your mask and mat.
Info: www.yogalabmammoth.com
COVID-19 testing through Verily. Tuesdays at the Sierra Nevada
Resort. Friday at Lee Vining High
School Time: 8am - 12:30pm on
both days. Sign up for a Verily testing
slot directly via Verily (must have vehicle and Google account) at https://
www.projectbaseline.com/study/
covid-19/
PPE for businesses available
through your local Chamber of
Commece. Additionally, businesses
can contact the Unified Command
Emergency Operations Center at
(760) 932-5650.

Eric K. Hermansen

uwe're Here to Serve You Day and Night, We Do the Job anfl Do ft Right"

760-784-4701
Quality

Clean

Dependable

CA Contr. Lie. #470265

Service
____

I

I

I

/2

16 I NO CLASS-IFIEDS/LOCAL NEWS

www.thesheetnews.com

NO CLASS-IFIEDS
Help Wanted

Sierra Employment Services, Inc.
is hiring for the following positions
Staff Accountant B - $29.06
Staffing Coordinator ML/B $15 to 18
Plumber ML - $18 to 25
Auto Mechanic B - $Comm
FC Bookkeeper ML - $20-$25
Cashier ML - $15
General Laborers ML & B - $15-20
Tow Truck Driver ML & B
Bilingual Recruiter ML/B - $15 to 18
Call Us Today
760-924-0523 or 760-873-8599
www.SierraEmployment.com
Mammoth Spa Creations is looking for an
additional member for it’s team. We currently have an immediate opening for a spa
Maintenance Technician position, we are
also hiring an Office Assistant.These are Full
Time Positions (Monday through Friday).
These positions offers vacation accrual,
benefits and paid holidays. Experience is
preferred, but not required. Heavy lifting is
required. Please call 760-924-3091 or stop
by the store located at 1401 Tavern Road
Mammoth Lakes for more information and
to pick up an application. Resumes can be
e-mailed to mammothspa@aol.com.

Vacasa is hiring full and part time housekeepers in Mammoth Lakes/June Lake with
pay starting at $18/hour. Apply at vacasa.
com/careers.
Mammoth Taxi is accepting resumes for
experienced drivers with great customer
service and clean driving records. We are
also looking for office staff for the right
person with great organizational skills
and customer service background. Please
inquire with Scottie at 760-914-7433. www.
mammoth-taxi.com.
Mammoth outdoor-related retail business seeks year-round, full time store manager. Basic computer skills i.e. Word, Excel,
etc. required. Salary negotiable based on
experience and what applicant brings to the
table. Call 760 914-1476

For Rent

2 BDR/I BA unfurnished ML apt. Ground
floor. Huge kitchen. Deck. No garage - two
cars max. Backs to green belt. $1,750/mo.
Call 760.937.7569.
Snowcreek #79. 2 bedrooms, loft, 2 full
baths, in-unit laundry, plenty of storage
and parking, fully furnished. Access to
jacuzzi and sauna in complex. Step off the
M Bdr deck onto the meadow, 30 feet from
creek. Sweeping views of the Sherwins.
Short walk to free Mammoth Red Line bus
stop. Utilities inclusive except internet and
electricity. Available starting July 1st or
August 1st for six-month to one-year lease.
$2600/mo, first month and deposit due before move in. No smoking. Pets negotiable.
Send email to vane.katie@gmail.com or text
818.554.0035.
Office For Rent 2nd floor location w/
views, New floors, Closet, Common Bathroom, Parking, 1 Year Lease, Commercial
use only. Please call Sarah at 760-934-8372

Help Wanted

The Alpenhof Lodge is accepting applications for full-time & part-time, year round
positions. Flexible hours for front desk,
maintenance and housekeeping positions
are available. Applicants must be available
to work weekends and holidays. Housing
available for the right individual. Please
apply in person at 6080 Minaret Rd, Mammoth.
Convict Lake Resort has immediate
job openings for maintenance personnel,
grounds keeper and store personnel.
Please email resumes to lcornwell@convictlake.com or stop by for an application.
Bistro East is looking for Apprentice Sushi Chef, apply at Snowcreek Athletic club
front desk. Great Training, pay and a free
membership.
Convict Lake Resort hiring a full-time
Janitor for facilities cleaning and maintenance.$17/hour with some overtime. Benefits available. Please call 760-934-3800 ext.
32 or email to lcornwell@convictlake.com
Mobil mart/ We are looking for a line cook.
Grill experience. Free housing available.Stop
by or contact tiogagasmart@gmail.com
Laundry Attendant at High Mountain
Services (HMS) located in Mammoth Lakes,
is seeking Full-Time laundry attendants. We
offer flexible work hours, and will train the
right candidate. Must be able to lift up to 50
lbs, maintain a fast pace while multi-tasking,
follow instructions, be safety conscious,
trustworthy, and work well in a team environment. You will be required to wear a face
mask and vinyl gloves while working. Email
mammothlakesjob@gmail.comor text (760)
790-9310 for an application.
Help wanted! Mammoth’s high volume
fishing store is seeking full time / part time
Retail sales consultant starting immediately.
Candidates must possess strong customer
service skills. If you have a passion for fishing, then , come join our team .We will train
the right personality please contact JERI
@760 914-1476

Mammoth Community Water District’s
Maintenance Department is currently
recruiting for one permanent Plant Maintenance Mechanical Technologist position in
the Plant Mechanical Maintenance Division. For Application Information/To Apply:
Please see the District website https://
mcwd.dst.ca.us/employment/.
Full-Time Maintenance Personnel
Needed Position available for busy rental
management company. Previous experience
preferred, training provided. Looking for reliable, responsible, hard-working candidates
with positive work ethic. Competitive pay.
Email resume to sarah@mammothsierraonline.com, call 760-934-8372 or stop by 1914
Meridian Blvd.

Obsidian Private Residence is seeking a
responsible, outgoing Reservation & office
administration employee!
Work independently to manage the front
desk responsibilities. • Demonstrate excellent written and oral communication skills
• Possess extremely strong organizational
skills with the ability to focus • Previous
reservation Experience preferred
Contact : 760.934.5490 or email joe@obsidianprc.com
The Hilton Creek Community Services
District is requesting proposals for snow
removal services for the 2020/2021 winter
season in the Crowley Lake area.
Please contact the General Manager at
(760) 935-4500 or districtmanager@hiltoncreekcsd.com for information on areas
to be plowed, dates of service and specific
services to be provided.
Proposal deadline: September 4, 2020
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BUSINESS
continued from page 7
RESTAURANTS
The region’s most scapegoated
industry held its own respective round
table Monday afternoon, and it functioned like a solid round of group
therapy for some stressed-out business
owners. Restaurants and restaurateurs
have been much maligned in recent
weeks as statistics have emerged that
indicate 65% of all Covid-19 cases have
been tied to restaurant employees;
Monday’s meeting was an opportunity
to get air some frustrations.
Andrea Walker, owner of Stellar
Brew, began the meeting with her tale
of Covid woe. Stellar Brew was shut
down over the course of last week and
the preceding weekend, not as a result
of Covid tests but due to private comments Walker made to her employees
about testing.
Walker reported that she had given
three days pay to any employee who
called in sick and paid them $50 plus
their hourly wage to get tested; not
once did she discourage testing for her
employees.
According to Walker, it was “a comment made on Facebook that then
turned into somebody bringing something to the county. That was what got
us shut down.”
While Stellar was able to reopen
by Monday, August 3, it lost nearly a
week’s worth of business sorting out
the issue. Walker told fellow restaurateurs that she heard Stellar Brew would
be shut down secondhand, and that
news of the impending closure had
already been circulated around town.
Giovanni’s and The Stove owner
Victoria Farber related her own experience with Covid testing and mitigation.
Farber reported that Giovanni’s had
a positive asymptomatic case in their
back of house; the employee received
notice on Saturday after the other staff
had received negative results the day
before.

According to Farber, she learned of
the positive test result from the employee’s wife on Saturday and only
received an email from the county that
ordered her to close up. Acting Public
Health Director Lynda Salcido served
the notice of closure in person that
same afternoon.
While Farber described her overall
experience of dealing with the county
as “positive”, she had qualms with the
communication she received.
“It was frustrating to think all these
employees had been working with this
employee for six days since getting
tested ... and yet apparently another
hour [before] closing down was too
much,” said Farber. Later efforts to determine which employees were cleared
to return were further hampered by
inaccurate testing information.
Farber also touched upon the underlying issue of Covid-19’s presence
in the Hispanic/Latinx community,
highlighted by discrepancies between
the information related to white staff
members and the information given to
Hispanic staff.
John Mueller of John’s Pizza Works
and the Outlaw Saloon, another restaurant that had experienced Covid-related shutdowns, suggested putting out a
bilingual flyer, posted in public locations and local publications, that gave
accurate information about Covid-19
and answered questions about testing.
Bleu and The Eatery’s Teresa Brocia
said of the testing requirement for staff,
“reaching the 30% mark, I think, was
crap. I don’t think going that route was
effective in any way shape or form.”
Brocia recommended individual inspections for each restaurant.
Said Ken Brengle, Chamber of Commerce Director, “What we’re trying to
promote with responsible tourism is
what we need right now … tourism is
what keeps this town alive.”

THE NEVERENDING STORY

Tioga Inn decision punted further down the road ... again
By Tref ry

A

fter another lengthy public hearing on Thursday, the Board of
Supervisors again delayed the
final decision on the Tioga Inn housing project, citing the lack of specific
site drawings to show what the project
will look like, as well as new hydrology
concerns that were brought up during
public comment.
Supervisor Bob Gardner leaned
towards opposing the project, while
Fred Stump supported him in demanding more information before deciding.
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Eastern Sierra Appraisals

Mary P. Hallum
180 Crawford Ave., P.O. Box 249
June Lake, Ca. 93529
This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name
listed above in June 1, 2020.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Mono County on July 29, 2020
File Number 20-133
2020-0133 (8/8, 8/15, 8/22, 8/29)

Since a 2-2 split vote would kill the
project, the Board could not come to a
vote Thursday. Board Chair Stacy Corless is recused from the discussion and
final vote due to a potential conflict of
interest.
The vote is postponed to another
meeting that will be scheduled later—
perhaps another public hearing similar
to this and previous ones. Before that
meeting, Supervisor Bob Gardner will
meet with project applicant Dennis Domaille to discuss exactly what is needed
for the Board to be able to vote on the
project next time.
The hope is that going into the meeting with the requested information
already prepared will streamline it and
allow a decision to be made at last.
This marks the third time this year
that a formal final decision on the Tioga
Inn project has been pushed further
back. The project has been in the works
for 27 years.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Notice of Resolution

Notice of Proposed Resolution

Notice of Ordinance

HILTON CREEK COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT
3222 CROWLEY LAKE DRIVE
CROWLEY LAKE, CA 93546
(760) 934-6299
July 20, 2020
TWO (2) VACANCIES ON THE HILTON CREEK COMMUNITY SERVICE DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS

RESOLUTION NO. 07-16-20-08
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF THE MAMMOTH COMMUNITY WATER DISTRICT
SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE
REPORT OF DELINQUENT WATER AND SEWER
CHARGES
AS OF JUNE 30, 2020

PROPOSED RESOLUTION 2020-07
HILTON CREEK COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT

Notice is hereby given that the Hilton Creek Community
Services District is accepting applications to fill two (2)
vacancies on the Hilton Creek Community Services
District Board of Directors. The term of office for these
positions will commence December 1, 2020 and will
continue to November 30, 2024.

WHEREAS, staff of the Mammoth Community Water District (“District”) has prepared the Report on Delinquent
Water and Sewer Service Charges as of June 30, 2020,
containing a description of each parcel of real property
within the District for which water and sewer service
charges are delinquent, along with the amount of such
delinquent charges, together with interest and penalties
thereon; and

ORDINANCE NO. ORD20-07
AN ORDINANCE OF THE MONO COUNTY BOARD
OF SUPERVISORS AMENDING SECTIONS 7.93.010 &
7.93.030 OF THE MONO COUNTY CODE TO EXTEND
THE TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF RESIDENTIAL
AND COMMERCIAL EVICTIONS ARISING FROM
INCOME LOSS OR SUBSTANTIAL MEDICAL EXPENSES RELATED TO THE CORONA VIRUS PANDEMIC
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Any qualified individual registered to vote within the
District boundaries may apply and be considered for
appointment/election. The Board of Directors meets
monthly in Crowley Lake on the second Tuesday of each
month.
Deadline to submit an application to the Hilton Creek
Community Services District is August 7, 2020, by 5:00
p.m.; applications may be mailed to the District at the
above address, or delivered in person with prior arrangements.
For additional information, contact the above address,
phone number, or by email info@hiltoncreekcsd.com
TS #2020-0125

Request for Proposals
HILTON CREEK COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT
3222 CROWLEY LAKE DRIVE, CROWLEY LAKE, CA
93546
The Hilton Creek Community Services District is
requesting proposals for snow removal services for the
2020/2021 winter season in the Crowley Lake area.
Please contact the General Manager at (760) 935-4500 or
districtmanager@hiltoncreekcsd.com for information on
areas to be plowed, dates of service and specific services
to be provided.
Proposal deadline: September 4, 2020
TS #2020-0124

Notice of Public Hearing
HILTON CREEK COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT
NOTICE, a Public Hearing is set for Tuesday, August 11,
2020 at 5:00 p.m. at the Crowley Lake Community Center,
South Landing Road, Crowley Lake, California, or by
teleconference due to COVID-19 pandemic, on the Delinquent Accounts Report as of 6/30/20 for Sewer Use Fees
and Juniper Drive Road Maintenance Fees. A copy of said
report is included in this Notice.
At said public hearing, the Board of Directors will hear and
consider all objections and protests to said written report.
If the Board of Directors adopts said report, or revises,
changes, reduces, or modifies any change thereon, the
delinquent charges, together with penalties and interest
thereon, as stated in the adopted report, shall constitute
a lien against the respective parcels of real property
described in the adopted report, and shall be included by
the County tax collector bills for taxes levied against the
respective parcels of real property and be collected in the
same manner, at the same time, and by the same person as
taxes for the Hilton Creek Community Services District.
The Secretary of the Board of Directors is directed to
publish this Notice in a newspaper of general circulation
within the boundaries of the District. Such publication
shall be for not less than once a week for two weeks prior
to the date set for the hearing. This Notice of Public Hearing shall be sent to each person listed on the Report.
HILTON CREEK COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT
By: Marianne O’Connor, Secretary of the Board
TS #2020-0123

Request for Quotations
REQUEST FOR QUOTATIONS
GBUAPCD BISHOP OFFICE BUILDING
DUCTLESS MINI-SPLIT HVAC INSTALLATION
RFQ: CIP 2020-003
The Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District
(District) announces that it is accepting Quotations for
installation of Ductless Mini-Split HVAC Condensers and
Air Handlers at the District offices located at 157 Short
Street, Bishop, CA 93514.
The selected Contractor shall install an appropriate number and size of new ductless mini-split cooling/heating
single- or multi-zone condenser units (condenser) and
high wall fan coil units (air handler) at the District Offices
in order to achieve comfortable operating temperatures
in each of the building’s sixteen (16) office spaces.
Please see the District’s website for the complete Request
for Quotation: www.gbuapcd.org
Submittal: Sealed Quotations are due to the District
Offices no later than 3:00PM, August 17, 2020. Sealed
bids may be hand-delivered the exterior mailbox at the
District Offices or sent via USPS. Postmarks are not
accepted. Due to COVID-19 shutdowns, District Offices
are closed to the public at this time and staff is working
remotely; thus delivery via other carriers (UPS or FedEx)
is not recommended as there is no guarantee that staff
will be available to receive it.
Address sealed quotations to: Great Basin Unified Air
Pollution Control District RFQ CIP 2020-003
157 Short Street, Bishop, CA 93514
Quotations received will be opened at the District Offices
at 3:15 PM, August 17, 2020 in the District Office parking
lot. Any contractor or member of the public wishing to
attend may do so but must adhere to social distancing
and masking protocols.
TS #2020-0118

WHEREAS, the Report on Delinquent Water and Sewer
Service Charges is attached hereto as Exhibit “A”.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Mammoth Community Water District that
a public hearing on the Report of Delinquent Water and
Sewer Service Charges is set for August 20, 2020, at 5:30
p.m. Depending on the status of the COVID-19 emergency and reopening of public places, the hearing will
take place either virtually or at the District office located
at 1315 Meridian Boulevard, Mammoth Lakes, California.
At the public hearing, the Board of Directors will hear
and consider all objections and protests to said written
report. If the Board of Directors adopts said report, or revises, changes, reduces, or modifies any charge thereon,
the delinquent charges, together with penalties and
interest thereon, as stated in the adopted report, shall
be added to the Mono County tax roll for the purpose of
collecting such delinquent charges, shall constitute a lien
against the respective parcels of real property described
in the adopted report, and shall be included by the
County Tax Collector in bills for taxes levied against the
respective parcels of real property and be collected in the
same manner, at the same time, and by the same person
as taxes for the Mammoth Community Water District.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the
Board of Directors is hereby directed to publish this
Resolution in a newspaper of general circulation within
the boundaries of the District. Such publication shall be
for not less than once a week for two weeks prior to the
date set for the hearing with the first publication at least
fifteen (15) days prior to the public hearing. A notice of
the public hearing shall be sent to each person listed on
the Report. The published and mailed hearing notices
shall detail the method by which the hearing will be held.
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the
Mammoth Community Water District at its regular meeting held on July 16, 2020, by the following vote:
AYES: Directors Cage, Creasy, Domaille, Smith, and
Thompson
NAYS:
None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN: None
MAMMOTH COMMUNITY WATER DISTRICT
Thomas R. Smith, President
Board of Directors
ATTEST:
Mark Busby, Secretary
Board of Directors
MAMMOTH COMMUNITY WATER DISTRICT
EXHIBIT A
DELINQUENT WATER AND SEWER ACCOUNTS
THROUGH JUNE 30, 2020
ASSESSMENT NUMBER
NAME
DELINQUENT AMOUNT
022-370-012-000 West / Hindman Trust
$402.85
031-180-042-000 M & L Educational Trust $438.79
031-180-043-000 M & L Educational Trust $438.79
033-301-096-000 C. Samuels
$441.41
035-181-033-000 J. Palacios
$224.74
035-182-088-000 H. Ryall
$255.81
035-252-128-000 P. Allen
$507.10
040-013-025-000 C. Robinson
$528.90
TS #2020-0122

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Z Pizza

Mammoth Slices Inc.
26 Old Mammoth Road, P.O. Box 4093
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546
This business is conducted by an Corporation.The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name
listed above on December 12, 2010. This
statement was filed with the County Clerk
of Mono County on July 27, 2020.
File Number 20-126
2020-0134 (8/8, 8/15, 8/22, 8/29)
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Subway # 13428

NOTICE, a Public Hearing was held on Tuesday, August
11, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. at the Crowley Lake Community
Center, South Landing Road, Crowley Lake, California,
or by teleconference due to COVID-19 pandemic, on the
Delinquent Accounts Report as of 6/30/20 for Sewer Use
Fees and Juniper Drive Road Maintenance Fees. A copy of
said report is included in this Notice.
BE IT RESOLVED, at said Public Hearing, the Board of
Directors heard all objections and protests to said written
report. The Board of Directors revised said report, and the
delinquent charges, together with penalties and interest
thereon, as stated in the attached adopted report, shall
constitute a lien against the respective parcels of real property described in the adopted report, and shall be included
by the County Tax Collector bills for taxes levied against
the respective parcels of real property and be collected
in the same manner, at the same time, and by the same
person as taxes for the Hilton Creek Community Services
District.
The Secretary of the Board of Directors is directed to convey this Resolution and the attached report to the County
Tax Collector.
Adopted this 11th day of August, 2020
HILTON CREEK COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT
By: Steven Shipley, President of the Board		
		
EXHIBIT A TO RESOLUTION NO. 2020-07		
		
ASSESSMENT NO. OWNER’S NAME DELINQUENCY
				
60-130-19 DEVIN & JAMIE PRESTON		
		 $852.50
		
60-170-21 JAMES & PAM BOLD
		
		 $1,074.68
		
60-180-17 DENNIS CURTIS
		
		
$327.90
		
60-190-03 TOM & TONI DOMAN
		
		
$ 607.60
		
60-210-62 RON & KAI DAY
		
		
$874.40
		
60-230-15 BRAD & RITA DE GEUS
		
		
$1,093.00
		
60-230-25 MIKE DACOSTA
		
		
$437.20
60-230-28 SCOTT CHERRY/KELLI MOORE		
		
$327.90
		
60-230-31 JESSE YZAGUIRRE
		
		
$761.90
		
60-230-35 STEVE & CAROLYN BROWN
		
		
$1,594.80
		
60-300-02 SHAWN & HEIDI WILLSON		
		
$437.20
		
60-330-01 GERRY LEFRANCOIS
		
		
$218.60
60-190-06

MICHELLE MC MILLAN
$1778.37
		
60-230-05 ELROY PAYNE
		
$1350.37
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Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Subway

Mammoth Subs Inc.
26 Old Mammoth Road, P.O. Box 4093
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546
This business is conducted by an Corporation.The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name
listed above on April 21, 2006. This statement was filed with the County Clerk of
Mono County on July 27, 2020.
File Number 20-125
2020-0135 (8/8, 8/15, 8/22, 8/29)
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person
Is Doing Business As:
Mammoth Subway

Mammoth Subs Inc.
26 Old Mammoth Road, P.O. Box 4093
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

Mammoth Subs Inc.
26 Old Mammoth Road, P.O. Box 4093
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by an Corporation.The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name
listed above on April 21, 2006. This statement was filed with the County Clerk of
Mono County on July 27, 2020.
File Number 20-125
2020-0137 (8/8, 8/15, 8/22, 8/29)

This business is conducted by an Corporation.The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name
listed above on April 21, 2006. This statement was filed with the County Clerk of
Mono County on July 27, 2020.
File Number 20-125
2020-0136 (8/8, 8/15, 8/22, 8/29)

WHEREAS, on March 4, 2020, Governor Newsom proclaimed of a State of Emergency in the State of California
related to the COVID-19 pandemic; and
WHEREAS, on March 15, 2020, the Mono County Health
Officer declared a local health emergency related to the
COVID-19 pandemic. The declaration was ratified by the
Mono County Board of Supervisors on March 17, 2020,
and the Board also declared a state of emergency under
the California Emergency Services Act; and
WHEREAS, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic and the
state of emergency proclamation, on March 16, 2020, the
Governor issued Executive Order N-28-20, authorizing
local governments to impose substantive limitations on
residential or commercial evictions. That authorization
was in effect through May 31, 2020; and
WHEREAS, on March 26, 2020, the Board adopted
Ordinance No. ORD20-02 adding Chapter 7.93 to the
Mono County Code temporarily prohibiting residential
and commercial evictions arising from income loss or
substantial medical expenses related to the COVID-19
pandemic through May 31, 2020; and
		
WHEREAS, pursuant to Executive Order N-66-20,
through which the State extended authorization for
local governments to impose substantive limitations on
residential or commercial evictions through July 28, 2020,
the Board adopted Ordinance No. ORD20-06 extending
its temporary prohibition of residential and commercial
evictions through July 28, 2020; and
WHEREAS, on June 30, 2020, the Governor issued Executive Order N-71-20, further extending his authorization
for local governments to impose substantive limitations
on residential or commercial evictions through September 30, 2020; and
WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic and associated
public health orders have resulted, and are expected
to continue to result, in a severe loss of income to a
widespread portion of the local population that depend
on wages or business income to pay rent and result in
substantial medical expenses for certain Mono County
residents; and
WHEREAS, the eviction of tenants experiencing a loss
of income or significant medical expense due to the
COVID-19 pandemic presents an immediate threat to the
public peace, health and safety as described in Government Code section 25123(d) in that it will result in the
displacement of residents and contribute to an increasing
housing and COVID-19 crisis; and
WHEREAS, the Board has determined that it is appropriate to extend the temporary prohibition on evictions,
through September 30, 2020, for any tenant (residential
or commercial) who can demonstrate that they are being
evicted for the failure to pay rent, and that such failure is
a direct impact of the COVID-19 pandemic; and
WHEREAS, there is an urgent need for the County of
Mono to extend these limitations to protect the health,
safety and welfare of its citizens;
			
NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Supervisors of the
County of Mono ordains that:
Section 7.93.010 of the Mono County Code is hereby
revised to read as follows:
“7.93.010 Purpose.
Pursuant to the general police power of the County to
protect the health, safety and welfare of its citizens, this
chapter prohibits evictions through September 30, 2020,
for any tenant leasing property located within the unincorporated areas of Mono County who can demonstrate
that they have received a notice of eviction for failure to
pay rent, and that such failure is related to a substantial
loss of income or substantial out-of-pocket medical
expenses resulting from the 2020 novel coronavirus pandemic or any local, state, or federal government response
to the pandemic.”
Subdivision (A) of section 7.93.030 of the Mono County
Code is hereby revised to read as follows:
“7.93.030 Prohibition on evictions stemming from
coronavirus pandemic losses.
(A) Through September 30, 2020, the owner of residential or commercial real property shall not terminate a
tenancy for failure to pay rent if the tenant demonstrates
that the failure to pay rent is directly related to a substantial loss of income or substantial out-of-pocket medical
expenses associated with the coronavirus pandemic or
any local, state, or federal government response to the
pandemic.”
Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect immediately as an urgency ordinance. This is based on the Board
of Supervisors finding that this ordinance is adopted in
compliance with Government Code Section 25123(d),
that it is necessary for the protection of the public peace,
health and safety for the reasons contained in the findings set forth in the recitals to this ordinance, which are
incorporated by reference herein, and that it is necessary
to prevent the County of Mono from suffering displacement of tenants resulting from the evictions that this
ordinance is designed to prevent.
PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 21st day of July,
2020, by the following vote, to wit:
AYES: Supervisors Corless, Gardner, Kreitz, Peters, and
Stump.
NOES: None.
ABSENT: None.
ABSTAIN: None.
Stacy Corless, Chair Mono County Board of Supervisors
ATTEST: Queenie Barnard Clerk of the Board		
APPROVED AS TO FORM:Stacey Simon		
County Counsel
TS #2020-0132
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HORRORSCOPES

By Clouds McCloud
N? …. How about “I PRESSED ON!”
Leo: Despite all the chaos in the
or “I OPEN DRESS!” The point is, life
world, this is a birthday to truly celis just a game anyway, so how about
ebrate. It will kick in what The Stars
making it into something you enjoy?
say will be a great year for you. In
honor of the recent passing of country Pisces: They say that people born
in your sign are rays of sunshine
music legend Charlie Daniels, adopt
with some hurricanes mixed in.
this as your new power saying: “The
devil whispered in my ear, ‘You are not Since we’ve now entered hurricane
season, you should expect some bouts
strong enough to weather the storm.’
of windy chaos in your life. It will help
I whispered back, ‘I’m not listening to
to remember that you can always just
somebody who lost a fiddle contest to
ignore windbags who may drive you
some hillbilly from Georgia.’”
nuts. And if that doesn’t work, just try
Virgo: An Arnold Palmer—iced tea
passing some wind and that should
mixed with lemonade—is a tasty, cool
give you some much needed space.
treat during the dog days of summer.
Aries: Studies have shown that
Since your fellow Virgo was one of the
people, especially women, who have
most successful golfers of all time and
regular and fulfilling
was born in Latrobe,
sex lives look up to
Pennsylvania, how
four years younger
about toasting a RollStudies have shown
than they are. One
ing Rock to the “The
that people, especially of the reasons is
King” while quotbecause lovemaking him, “I always
women, who have
ing increases blood
gave total effort,
flow and keeps us
regular and fulfilling
even when the odds
healthier. The other
seemed entirely
sex lives look up to four
reasons is because
against me. I never
when we feel good,
years
younger
than
they
quit trying. I never
we look good, at least
felt that I didn’t have
are
to the one person
a chance to win.”
-Clouds
who counts.
Libra: Since the
Taurus: If there’s one
world hasn’t been
flaw for this sign it’s
this nutty since the
that you often are too
1960s, it’s only fitting
quick to judge others.
that your words of inThis can be the case
spiration come from
no matter how long you’ve known
a fellow Libra who became a unique
someone. But it would be better for
leader during that time, John Lennon.
1) “Well I tell them there’s no problem, your life if you’d remember that it’s full
of humans, who are a mistake-prone
only solutions.” 2) “Life is what hapspecies. Therefore, try to catch yourpens to you while you’re busy makself, especially before you say someing others plans.” 3) “Time you enjoy
thing like, “You’re going to go far in
wasting is not wasted.”
life, and I hope you stay there.”
Scorpio: Our President just supGemini: There’s an old saying that
ported a doctor who believes that
goes, “If opportunity doesn’t knock,
demon spirits are the cause of reprobuild a door.” Poet William Blake
ductive issues in people, therefore, we
wrote that “If the doors of perception
should probably expect him to start
were cleansed everything would apblaming all the recent earthquakes on
pear to man as it is, infinite.” And CaGodzilla. All this means is that we’re
nadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
in the midst of some big—and much
said, “As soon as you’re locking doors
needed—changes in the world. That’s
you’re narrowing your circle.” The
why you should change some part of
your life that doesn’t make you happy. message here is that life is full of
doors, just remember to wipe your feet
Listening to some Blue Oyster Cult
before entering any.
should help: “Oh no, they say he’s got
Cancer: If you don’t like something
to go—Go, Go, Godzilla!”
in life it’s pretty easy to take away its
Sagittarius: Yes, it’s true Carl Jung
power, which is your attention. The
did said that “Everything that irritates
us in others can lead us to understand less you care the better off you’ll be.
That’s why your new theme song
ourselves.” Of course, Carl lived out in
the woods and didn’t have to deal with comes from the Talking Heads: “The
less we say about it the better. Make it
neighbors. To help you accept others
up as we go along. Feet on the ground,
and yourself more, try digesting another Jung quote: “Thinking is difficult, head in the sky, it’s okay. I know nothing’s wrong. Nothing.”
that’s why most people judge.”
Capricorn: As August kicks in, some
people will start to count the days
until summer ends. But this is a tough
way to go through life, unless you really enjoy counting. The best way to
I hope you ... get that job as a Trail Hostgo through life is the way fellow Cap,
ess, but only if you promise to wear the
Muhammad Ali, suggested: “Float like short-shorts.
a butterfly, sting like a bee” and “Don’t
I saw you ... were mad about all the trash
count the days, make the days count.”
on the trails, but that’s not a nice thing to
Aquarius: Since so many members of say about people.
this sign enjoy playing games, here’s
I saw you ... were upset about all the
one for you. What else can you spell
trash on the trails, but when you bent over
to pick it up, I had to admire the junk in
with these letters: D-E-P-R-E-S-S-I-Oyour trunk.
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GOOD MORNING!
For The Love Of It
The Mammoth Legacy of Roma and
Dave McCoy
Robin Morning
Blue Ox Press, 366 p.

You want a feel-good summer read
about a legendary offshoot of the Bunyan
clan which built Mammoth Mountain?
This is the book for you.
And of course it’s published by Blue Ox
Press. If you remember anything about
Paul Bunyan, his faithful sidekick is Babe
the Blue Ox.
The difference between Paul Bunyan
and Dave McCoy is that only one of them
was real.
The similarity between Bunyan and McCoy is that both are mythical.
But McCoy’s secret weapon? He had a
far more impressive (and far better-looking) sidekick, his wife Roma.
And Roma, who celebrates her 100th
birthday on Wednesday, August 12, is the
real revelation in this rose-colored biography by Robin Morning, which covers
the McCoy early years, from 1915, when
Dave was born, until 1955, when Mammoth Mountain Ski Area debuted its first
chairlift.
Morning structures the book in a very
compelling way, interspersing one chapter featuring a general narrative of events,
followed by a next chapter told from
Roma’s perspective, covering the same
terrain.
While I had many conversations with
Dave over the years, I’ve never spent time
with Roma.
This book really brings her out. She’s
fun!
A favorite anecdote of Roma and Dave
as young newlyweds: They’re living at
Crowley in a DWP-house by the dam. In
winter, they park the car at Tom’s Place
and ski in/out because the road isn’t
plowed. The setting: coming home from a
shopping trip to Bishop.
“One full-moon night, the sky was so
bright that we let our skis run straight
and fast down the final hill to our house.
Dave’s ski got caught in the sagebrush,
and he spread-eagled to the ground. A
carton of fresh eggs, which we’d carefully
packed on top, splattered across the snow.
We both started laughing like crazy.
Dave got untangled, we raced home,
grabbed a mixing bowl and spoons, and
by the light of the moon, scraped the broken eggs off the snow.”
And that’s why this book is such a treat.
So many great little stories and vignettes.
Here’s a Dave as Bunyan story courtesy of Roma, highlighting her husband’s
hunting skills: “To conserve ammunition
[during World War II], he’d wait until
three geese lined up in such a way that he
would hit all three with one bullet. I’m not
kidding.”
Or Dave as Bunyan, coming back from
a horrific ski injury where doctors wanted
to amputate his leg, to win the California
state slalom title six years later.

But along with the Bunyan, there’s also
plenty of Dickens. Dave’s father abandoning he and his mother to start another
family. Roma’s mother dying when she
was 13. Dave’s best friend dying in a freak
accident at 17.
And maybe the most refreshing aspect,
as it relates to the Dickensian parts: No
overt introspection. No self-pity. Just
straight up relentlessness.
As Roma observes, “Dave believed that
a problem wasn’t really a problem. It was
just a temporary inconvenience with a
solution waiting right around the corner.”
A lot of the solutions came in the form
of people - the McCoys had a knack for
drawing the right people to them at the
right time.
Particularly Nick Gunter. To find an
accountant so loyal, so clever, so trustworthy ... without Nick Gunter, so much of
what happened wouldn’t have happened.
Gunter provided the business acumen
and solidity which gave the banks and the
Forest Service confidence.
And there are other heroes too, like Bob
Bumbaugh: “Whatever Bumbaugh built
wasn’t coming down in this lifetime without a wrecking ball.”
And Tom Dempsey, who wanted to be
here so badly that as a kid, when he failed
to hitch a ride to Mammoth one night,
slept in a cardboard box in the men’s
restroom of the only service station open
in Bishop.
And Gus Weber, who, when Dave didn’t
immediately respond to a letter of inquiry
regarding a ski school position, drove all
the way to Mammoth from Jackson Hole
to ask him in person.
With this book, clearly the biggest challenge Morning faced was in what to leave
out. Personally, I could have done with
less detail about various ski races and
results - but it’s easy enough to skip those
parts.
All in all, this is a fine effort, and by the
time I finished, there were a lot of dogeared pages and a lot of appreciation for
Dave, Roma and the team they inspired.
“If you had a positive attitude, Dave
welcomed you. If you were negative, he
didn’t give you much attention. He wasn’t
mean; he just didn’t have time for anyone
who wasn’t supportive of what he was trying to accomplish.”
			 -Lunch
“For The Love Of It” can be purchased at
the Booky Joint in Mammoth, at Spellbinder Books in Bishop or at www.blueoxpress.
com.

Author Robin Morning

e
f
e
t
s
d
a
i
ng
e
r
B

The F
irst Step to a

Healthy Life
2020

Breastfeeding
Awareness Month
Irene J. Mason, MS, RD, IBCLC
Kendra Turner, NA, CLC

Remote Phone Numbers:
760-920-9538 or 760-920-7052

this institution is an equal opportunity provider

A NEW
HOME
FOR
FAMILY
FUN

CALL TO SCHEDULE A PRIVATE TOUR.

HIGHLY ANTICIPATED NEW FLOORPLANS & ARCHITECTURAL STYLES NOW AVAILABLE!
Luxury Mountain Retreats With Miles of Trails, Open Space & Room To Breathe Near Mammoth Mountain.
UP TO 3 BEDS & FLEX ROOM. UP TO 2,152 SQ. FT. • SALES (760)-934-3334 • LIVE CREEKHOUSE.COM
All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalBRE #01812140.
2020. All rights reserved.

ANOTHER LUXURY DEVELOPMENT BY THE CHADMAR GROUP

