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Olivia, Charlotte, Ben, and Janine Klaisle of Temecula, California 
enjoying the Distant Brewing patio on Thursday.

TAXPAYERS TRASHED
Mammoth Council approves big fee hike
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THE ART OF BEING BRUCE

There are the true artists. 
The art-for-art’s-sake art-
ists. The artists who walk 

away from the sure thing for the 
more compelling, hardly-sure 
thing. The artists who march to 
a drumbeat which the rest of us 
often don’t hear. 

They are the Hortons who 
hear Whos.

The city of Bishop is fortunate 
enough to house a few of these 
aliens, notably the painter Karen 
Nielsen Licher and multimedia 
artist/husband Bruce Licher. 

Bruce takes center stage this 
week as we celebrate Labor Day 
Arts - not in person as we cus-
tomarily do at Sam’s Woodsite, 
but right here within the pages 
of The Sheet.

Bruce has come out with a 
beautiful coffeetable book this 
year entitled “Savage Impres-
sions: An Aesthetic Expedition 
Through the Archives of Inde-
pendent Project Records and 

By Hite

see LICHER, page 13

By Lunch
Press.” 

Unfortunately, the book came 
out in March, and all promo-
tional events were subsequently 
canceled. The book fell off 
the radar before it even had a 
chance to get on the radar. 

Which is shame, because the 
book, which chronicles four 
decades of Licher’s successful, 
eclectic career (how many folks 
do you know locally who boast 
two Grammy nominations on 
their resumes?), deserves radar. 

The title of the book gives 
away Licher’s initial and lasting 
claim to fame, as the leader of 
the 1980s post-punk band Sav-
age Republic. 

But Licher is not a guy to 
spend the rest of his life rest-
ing on the laurels of one early 
success. 

Savage Republic inspired 
career offshoots that took him in 
multiple directions, most 

Celebrating the career of Bishop’s Bruce Licher 

Bruce Licher outside his Project Room in Bishop

Mammoth Disposal 
appeared before 
Mammoth Lakes 

Town Council Wednesday to 
officially accept a proposed 
rate structure for the current 
franchise agreement related to 
waste disposal.

The six-year deal goes into 
effect January 1, 2021 and does 
not come without controversy 
calling for an annual 5.6% 
increase. 

This has clearly upset some 
people in Mammoth Lakes. 
Five letters were submitted in 
opposition of the rate increas-
es, three of which were written 
by second homeowners.

Loren Calahan, a second 
homeowner, wrote, “As a 
long time 2nd homeowner in 
Mammoth Lakes, I feel that I 
already pay my fair share for 
the solid waste service that I 
rarely use.”

Gene Mecherikoff, also a 
second homeowner, wrote “ ... 
My question is: why does one 
who owns a vacation home 
have to pay as much as a full- 
time resident when, in fact, the 
usage of the home is less than 
one quarter, which means I am 
supporting (with no service 
for me) the rest of the town for 
three quarters.”

These were but a sample. 
Mayor Bill Sauser believed 
more would come, “I am sure 
we are going to get comments 
as soon as people realize what 
is going on because this is a 
huge increase.” 

Sauser posited this could 
lead to more illegal dumping 
in the future.

Because of compound 
interest, a bill that is currently 
$100 will be $138.67 by 2027, 
a 38.7% increase over that six 
year span.

After the initial round of 
price increases, the hikes 
become less extreme. The staff 
report states, “Increases in the 
following years starting Janu-
ary 1, 2027 are expected to be 
tied to annual changes in the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) 
with a minimum of 1% and a 
maximum of 4%.”

Rates are increasing for a 
variety of reasons. Part of the 
agreement assumes an esti-
mated $9.3 million in capital 
expenditures by Mammoth 
Disposal, primarily for a new 
transfer station which will cost 
Mammoth Disposal $1.9 mil-
lion for land and an estimated 
$5 million in construction 
costs. 

Additional costs include 
recycling services and solid 
waste processing costs as well 
as disposal costs of tipping 
at a landfill. Benton Crossing 
Landfill closes December 31, 
2022 and Mammoth Disposal 

will have to transport waste to 
Russel Pass Landfill in Nevada. 
The overall price remains 
the same but the operation 
changes slightly.

The Staff report states, “The 
Town hired HF&H Consul-
tants, LLC to conduct a third-
party review of the rates pro-
posed by Mammoth Disposal. 
The analysis broke the rates 
down into cost centers which 
were reviewed for industry 
reasonableness. Overall, the 
rate structure was found to be 
reasonable.”

Additionally, the resolution 
says, “Mammoth Disposal has 
experienced increases in the 
cost of labor, utilities, sup-
plies, equipment, fuel, debt for 
facility purchase and planned 
construction, and other costs 
above the current cost of living 
index.”

Town Council did not have 
much of a discussion. Council-
man John Wentworth did ask, 
“How is this contract going to 
provide for the growing and 
climbing tourism presence [in 
Mammoth Lakes]?”

To which Town Manager 
Dan Holler and Mammoth 
Disposal representatives es-
sentially responded with, “That 
would require further discus-
sion, but it is possible to get ex-
tra bins in specific areas within 
this proposed rate structure.”

Mayor Pro-Tem Lynda Sal-
cido kept it short, “Unfortunate 
that these rates have to go up 
but given the state guidelines 
we have to increase.” 

Councilman Kirk Stapp 
praised the efforts to date, “We 
have come a long way with try-
ing to deal with this issue over 
the decades.”

The motion passed 5-0. 
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A CHANGE IN TACTICS   
Many of us have eventful first weeks on the job. 
But probably not as eventful as Ingrid Braun’s first week on the job at the 

Los Angeles Police Department back in March, 1991. 
That was the week Rodney King was beaten by LAPD officers after a high 

speed chase. 
And Ingrid Braun was there. On scene. She was a rookie, so she was told 

to watch and stay out of the way. 
No matter. She still received a five-day suspension for not reporting 

“wrongdoing.” And ultimately took the stand as a witness in two criminal 
trials and as a defendant in one civil trial stemming from the incident. 

At the time, she said LAPD training suggested that at the termination of 
a pursuit, “we were told ‘don’t tie up a suspect. Here’s a stick. Break some 
bones.’”

But, says Braun, who is now serving her second term as Mono County 
Sheriff (she ran unopposed for reelection) on the bright side, “We saw 
changes in tactics used in California after that. After Rodney King, “we as-
sume everything is recorded.”

And “you learn how to wrestle and fight for your life,” she said. In other 
words, you’ve got to figure out a different way to take someone down and/or 
defuse a situation.  

“I feel for the guys in Minneapolis who were rookies with less than a 
week’s experience,” said Braun of the George Floyd incident. “But … there’s 
no good reason to kneel on someone’s neck. The tactics in Wisconsin (Jacob 
Blake) didn’t make sense either. If you lay hands on someone, you want 
both hands,” she said, alluding to video which showed the officer had a fist-
ful of Blake’s shirt in one hand while he fired his gun with the other. 

“It’s hard to know what he [the officer who shot Blake] saw, but … it’s also 
hard to explain,” said Braun, who knows as much of the rest of us do about 
the incident from third party video. 

Nevertheless, said Braun, If you know who the guy is (as was known in the 
Blake case), you need to balance community safety versus the importance 
of catching/detaining him right now. Kenosha police may have been better 
off letting Blake go in that situation - at least in that moment. 

“And why didn’t they have body cams?” she asked rhetorically. “We have 
dash and body cams. Both record at the same time ... When someone calls 
me and says, ‘Your deputy did such-and-such,’ I can just say, ‘Well, hold on, 
let me take a look at the video.’”

Braun maintains that deputies almost feel safer with the cameras, and 

most, depending upon their tenure of service, may not know different. 
They’ve worn cameras their whole careers. It’s a protection for them. A 
check for them. And also, potentially, a training tool. You can look at that 
video afterward and discuss it. 

“If you have humans, you have a degree of fallibility. It goes with any oc-
cupation,” said Braun.

In general, she concluded, people are fairly pro-police - especially around 
here -because police are out helping people - as one example, she cited 
evacuating folks door-to-door in Coleville this week due to the threat of 
wildfire. 

And two observations from Matthew Lehman that didn’t appear in the 
real estate market overview story on page 12. 

1. “When you see a top of a market, you see creativity [in the deals].” 
Lehman said we’re seeing 80% contingency offers versus a typical ratio of 
5-10%. This is something to watch. 

2. For the buyer looking to relocate to Mammoth Lakes and work remote-
ly, “The fact that Suddenlink [internet] is a piece-of-s&%t is a problem.”

“Atleework recalls her family roots and explores the history of California’s 
arid Eastern Sierras in her ambitious, beautiful debut … Atleework’s 
remarkable prose renders the ordinary wondrous and firmly puts this 
overlooked region of California onto the map.”

- Publishers Weekly

“The most beautiful  
book about California  
I ever have read.”
- Richard Rodriguez, Author of  
  Darling: A Spiritual Autobiography 

Available wherever  

books are sold

Dave R Easterby, Agent 
Insurance Lie#: 0H65719 

625 Old Mammoth Road Suite 7 
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 

Bus: 760-934-7575 

Your home is where you make 
some of your best memories, 
and that's worth protecting. 
I'm here to help. 
LET'S TALK TODAY. 

*Newsflash!
State Farm is now offering homeowners insurance
without restriction in Mammoth Lakes and June Lake.
Call today for a quote.

A State Farm®

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL 
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

1708136 State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX 



Spotlight Documentary Feature 
thurSDay Sept. 17, 5:00pm

narrative Feature 
SunDay Sept. 20, 3:00pm

narrative Feature 
SaturDay Sept. 19, 7:30pm

the reaSon 
i jump

Based on a book written by Naoki Higashida when he was 
just 13,  the film opens a door to a magnificent constellation 
of divergent ways of experiencing reality, with intimate 
portraits of five remarkable young autistic people.

A dry comedy about a tenuously linked group of 
nobodies trudging through a delightfully woeful 
existence in dreary Winnipeg. 

tapeworm

revolution 
launDerette

Tomo is drawn deeper into another side of Tokyo, 
together with a young woman who obsesses over a 
stranger’s old scrapbook. In a maze of subcultures 
and surreal lingerings in the air, he finds his answers 
at the bottom of something entirely bizarre.

www.mammothlakeSFilmFeStival.com

online, sept 16-20
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more LETTERS, page 19

Don’t make the ‘new normal’ worse

Dear Editor:

I am writing in response to the notice 
I received of the proposed June Lake 
Highlands Specific Plan Amendment 
#2, authorizing nightly rentals. 

I commend the Community Develop-
ment Department for at least mailing 
out notices, unlike the way GPA 18-01B, 
authorizing nightly rentals in many 
other SFR zones, was handled.

The proponents of that measure (18-
01B) took an early lead in shaping the 
opinion of public officials, while the 
rest of us were left to be vigilant enough 
to find it in the papers, putting us at a 
disadvantage. While I am a full-time 
resident of June Lake since 1998, my job 
takes me out of town most of the time, 
so I don’t always see public notices in 
the papers, nor do I have the ability to 
attend public meetings in the middle of 
the week. I was unaware of GPA 18-01B 
until a couple of days before the final 
board meeting was held. I scrambled 
to put together a statement to present 
at the meeting, but it was half-baked 
and came out weak. By that time, board 
members had probably already made 
up their minds. Unlike the local pro-
ponents of the measure, I and other 
absentee property owners never had an 
opportunity to voice our opinions in any 
meaningful way. 

In their proposal for GPA 18-01B, the 
County cited several concerns: “disrup-
tion of the sense of neighborhood”; “im-

pacts to quality of life”; “inappropriate 
behavior and lack of respect ... by rent-
ers”; “inadequate ingress and egress”; 
“environmental ... issues” - among 
which is higher density associated with 
nightly rentals, and the resulting in-
creased demands on infrastructure. The 
Area Plan EIR states there was already 
not enough water to serve all the prop-
erties at build-out. Now, houses are get-
ting ever bigger. They can hold multiple 
families. The Highlands is no exception. 
GPA 18-01B should never have been 
adopted on a negative declaration, and 
neither should the current proposal. 

In sharp contrast is the way the 1986 
June Lake Area Plan was handled. 
Before the plan was drafted the County 
sent out surveys to every property 
owner and a lot of visitors to poll their 
visions for the future of June Lake. 
Among the choices were “resort com-
munity” and full-on “destination resort.” 
The overwhelming majority opted for 
resort community, citing a desire that 
the natural environment should pre-
dominate over the built environment. 
Indeed, that’s been June Lake’s stock in 
trade.

The June Lake Area Plan codified 
most of the provisions of the previous 
Mono County Zoning and Development 
code. The people who bought property 
in SFR zones did so under one or the 
other of those plans. They paid a price 
reflective of the fact that SFR zones are 
the most exclusive and most desirable 
properties, and they have been paying 

taxes based on that value. They had a 
reasonable, investment-backed expec-
tation that the County would preserve 
their rights against the concerns men-
tioned above. The proponents of nightly 
rentals took title with notice of the 
restrictioons. They had no such reason-
able expectation to be able to defeat 
their neighbors’ vested property rights.

June Lake Highlands Amendment #2 
would compound the environmental 
impacts, against a backdrop of unprec-
edented numbers of visitors in Mono 
County. People are camping illegally all 
over the place. No one’s doing anything 
about it. They’re leaving their trash 
wherever they want, and tagging rocks 
and trees with graffiti. Beaches, trails 
and the town are getting more crowded 
and less enjoyable for locals. 

If this is the new normal, let’s not 
make it worse by adopting Amendment 
#2.

Craig Meinhard
June Lake 

And here’s ... the rest of the story 

Dear Editor:

Owen Page’s article in the August 
8 edition reporting on the Adventure 
Trails hiatus provided good background 
information. However, there are critical 
issues that start where the article left off. 
As the article describes, Inyo County 

has changed its request for road ease-
ments

LETTERS

RE-OPENING 

THURSDAY, 
SEPT. 3rd,

@5:30pm
Sat./Sun. 
@ 5:00pm 

Funding for this 
project has been 

provided by the Sierra 
Nevada Conservancy, an 

agency of the State of California, 
under the California Drought, Water, 

Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and 
Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018 

(Proposition 68) and in support of the Sierra 
Nevada Watershed Improvement Program

SUSTAINABLE
RECREATION &

TOURISM INITIATIVE

SUSTAINABLE
RECREATION &

TOURISM INITIATIVE

Funded by a grant from Proposition 68 
and the Sierra Nevada Conservancy 

SUSTAINABLE
RECREATION
& TOURISM 
INITIATIVE

HEY EASTERN SIERRA!

Want to weigh in on
project ideas that 
have been
submitted so far?

VIRTUAL MEETING:
September 17
5:30 - 7 pm

Let’s dig in!

Everyone’s welcome!
Registration 
required.

REGISTER
HERE!

essrp.org
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At 50%, glass more empty than full 

This week, Mono County restaurants 
were permitted to reopen their dining 
rooms. 

New State guidelines went into effect 
on August 31. All counties in California, 
based on COVID metrics, are placed 
in different tiers of risk. The tiers are 
minimal, moderate, substantial, and 
widespread.
    Mono County is currently placed in 
the tier of ‘Moderate.’ For restaurants 
in the ‘moderate’ category, this means 
indoor dining will now be allowed with 
modifications. There is a maximum 
50% capacity or 200 people, whichever 
is fewer. Wineries have the same rules 
except 25% capacity. Bars can be open, 
but only outdoors. 

Inyo County is categorized as 
‘widespread’ and is limited to outdoor 
dining only.
   During a Zoom call this week, Mam-
moth Lakes Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director Ken Brengle asked 
local restaurateurs if they could survive 
at 50% capacity. 

The Warming Hut’s Alisa Mokler 
Harper replied, “I think, for us, that is a 
good place to start. But that is not going 
to get us through the winter.”

Peter Corcoran of food distributor 
US Foods agreed, “Operating at 50% 
revenue through the winter is not going 
to work. So there is either going to have 
to be further relaxation of restrictions 
or other revenue stream opportunities.”

One complaint shared by many 
restaurateurs is the relative expense of 
packaging for takeout items, which has 
trimmed margins. 

Michelle Layne, owner of Tom’s Place 
said she is handling the added ex-
penset by passing it on to the custom-
er: “We charge $1 per $10 for takeout 
and no one has complained so far.”

The main talking point, however, was 
that even if Mono County moves from 
the moderate to minimal category, it 
doesn’t improve capacity. The 50% rule 
is in place as long as the tier system 
remains. 

Census response remains anemic 

Mono County’s Census response rate 
is still the lowest in the state at 21%. On 
July 30, Census Director Steven Dill-
ingham announced Census counting 
efforts will cease on September 30, one 
month before the previous deadline. 
This means all online, telephone and 
mail efforts to reach the American 
population will stop this month.

Mono County Supervisors discussed 
how to raise the response rate because, 
according to the staff report, “Califor-
nia would lose an estimated $1,000 in 
federal funding each year for the next 
10 years for each resident uncounted in 
the 2020 census.”

 “A lot of it has to be grassroots,” 
opined Supervisor Stacy Corless. “If 
there is a way to call in the troops and 
ask their neighbor, their friend, if they 

can do that, we could get our numbers 
up.” 

Supervisor Bob Gardner had some 
ideas as to why Mono’s numbers are 
so low. “I finally found someone in Los 
Angeles, yesterday, that worked for the 
census. They said we probably have at 
least 50% of our households not occu-
pied. A lower number isn’t necessarily 
indicative of what the actual number 
is.”

California’s statewide self-response 

rate of 67%. 
Gardner still wants to increase the 

response rate as much as possible. “I 
think we need to do a full court press. 
Do we know that all county employees 
have responded, all city employees, can 
we contact all non-profits and make 
sure they have reported?”

Gardner continued, “From my per-
spective the numbers don’t reflect what 
we have truly done but I think we can 
do better ... “

LOCAL BRIEFS

The driver of this 2005 Chevy, a 29-year old Ridgecrest woman, died in a single-vehicle 
accident south of Coso Junction on Tuesday. Three passengers, Julie Perry (major injuries), 
Ruth Johns (moderate injuries) and Michael Deleon (minor injuries) of Ridgecrest, sur-
vived. The driver and Ms. Perry were not wearing seatbelts.  
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 Barber Shop 
Barber Ellen McDonald 

Every Tues. & Thurs. by appt. only 
Regular Haircuts I Military Cuts I Fades 

Local/Active Military Discounts 

PROPPING UP THE BOOMERS (AGAIN)
Tax breaks for Boomers on November ballot
By Lunch/Hite

No one likes to pay taxes, that’s for 
sure. 

But from the looks of the 2020 
electoral ballot in California, pandering 
to the politically powerful and populous 
Baby Boomer generation has reached a 
new high (or low). 

The latest: Proposition 19, decep-
tively titled, “The Property Tax Transfers, 
Exemptions and Revenue for Wildfire 
Agencies and Counties Amendment.” 

It is difficult to imagine a more craven 
and misleading moniker. 

19 is really a bit of a mishmash. It 
eliminates some tax loopholes while 
creating monstrous new ones.  

And if it looks familiar. It is. California 
voters soundly rejected a similar mea-
sure just two years ago. 

Prop. 19 proposes allowing eligible 
homeowners (55 and older) to transfer 
their tax assessments anywhere in the 
state. 

So if you’re a longtime homeowner 
who has an artificially low tax valuation 
on your home, you can sell, buy any-
where else in California, and maintain 
that artificially low valuation. 

Currently, only ten of Caliofornia’s 58 
counties allow for such transfers, mostly 
because the tax loss is too great. 

Inyo and Mono Counties currently do 
not allow for such transfers. 

The tax value on a more-expensive 
home would be the difference between 
the sale price of the old home and the 
purchase price of the new one added to 
the old home’s tax value. 

So, someone who sold a $700,000 
home, with a tax value of $300,000, and 
bought a new home for $800,000 would 
have a tax value on the new home of 
$400,000.

If they bought a new home for 
$700,000 or less, they’d carry the old 
valuation of $300,000 with them.

While that might be great for a place 
like San Diego County, offloading way-
below-market valuations onto burgeon-
ing retirement communities and remote 
work enclaves like Inyo and Mono coun-
ties and replacing them with full-ticket 
valuations, this is not going to benefit 
the Eastern Sierra as a whole, though 
it will absolutely benefit the real estate 
industry. 

But 19 does close a key loophole re-
lated to inherited property. 

Previously, parents could transfer 
homes to their children without trigger-
ing a reset of the tax value. 

This has led to a multi-generational 
extension of the Prop. 13 tax break. 

19 would close that loophole, requir-
ing heirs to declare the inherited prop-
erty as their primary residence to retain 
the existing tax valuation. 

But as Mono County Assessor Barry 
Beck says, “There is a residency require-
ment ... but I don’t know how we would 
track that.” 

In other words, say the heirs use the 
home as a permanenty residence for a 
year or two and then leave and starting 
renting it out. 

“If we know they’ve moved out, we 

could then reappraise [under the new 
law],” explained Beck. “But how would 
we ever know?”  

Another prop to drop ... 

The ballot proposition which promises 
to draw the most attention this fall is an-
other one focused on taxation - Proposi-
tion 15. 

Prop. 15 proposes a “split roll,” divid-
ing commercial and industrial real estate 
from residential. 

And while residential real estate would 
still be governed by Proposition 13, 
which limits property tax increases to a 
maximum of 2% annually, commercial 
and industrial real estate, if Prop. 15 
passes, would now be taxed based upon 
market value.

And while this may make sense for a 
place like Anaheim - that’s the example 
proponents give (we need an updated 
assessment of Disneyland!), there aren’t 
a lot of big commercial properties in Inyo 
and Mono Counties. 

Further, the proposition includes an 
exemption for small business. 

“We would almost certainly see a net 
loss in the assessment roll,” said Mono 
County Assessor Barry Beck. 

Inyo County Assessor Dave Stottle-
myre also points to a lot of unanticipated 
costs which would be incurred if Prop. 
15 passes. Not only would he foresee 
the county having to hire an additional 
auditor/appraiser, but he would also 

anticipate an impact to his office, the tax 
collector and the county counsel’s office 
based upon the inevitability of appeals.

Eviction ban extended 

In a busy week for ‘eviction bans’ both 
California and the federal government 
took action to protect renters struggling 
to pay due to COVID related hardship.

On August 31, 2020, Governor Gavin 
Newsom signed Assembly Bill (AB) 3088 
otherwise known as the ‘Tenant, Home-
owner, and Small Landlord Relief and 
Stablization Act of 2020.’

The bill effectively bans evictions of 
tenants for failure to pay until Febru-
ary 1, 2021. On this date the tenant will 
still be responsible for paying unpaid 
amounts to landlords by March 1, 2021, 
or have an agreed-upon payment plan 
in place.

This is for tenants making under 
$100,000 who can prove economic hard-
ship. This expands California’s eviction 
ban to allow those affected to accrue rent 
all the way from March 4, 2020 - January 
31, 2021 before beginning to pay it.

The federal government, via the CDC 
as the relevant agency, also enacted a 
four month rental ban in place until 
January 1, 2021. At this point, tenants 
will have to pay the accrued rent. A 
powerful move by the CDC in which it is 
testing the limits of its powers. The law 
says the CDC can take action to prevent 
the spread of disease and banning the 
eviction of tenants is a loose translation 
of this law.

There is already criticism directed at 
the CDC for overstepping its boundaries. 

The larger conversation is centered 
around what happens when these evic-
tion bans end. Without stimulus, the ten-
ants might not be able to pay 4+ months 
of rent and this might leave the landlords 
with empty pockets.
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inspire_fitness_mammoth         InSpire Fitness by Kara Stephens

All Serious Athletes Welcome

Tuesdays
& Thursdays
5:30-6:30pm

RSVP Required -
inspirefit.kstephens@gmail.com

• Small Group Training
   & Conditioning Classes

World Class 
Training Center Now Open!
• Personal Training 

• Sports Performance

• Pre & Post Surgery Conditioning

• Chronic Pain Corrective Exercise

• No Membership Needed

FREE Consultation
FREE First Group 
Workout Class

info@teddski.com    760-716-8773
126 Old Mammoth Rd. Suite 104

Currently transforming locals, second homeowners & visitors.
For information or to sign up for a FREE introductory class:

HIGH ALTITUDE 
Performance Fitness

• Private & Semi-Private Training
• Small Group Training
• Outdoor Conditioning Workouts
• Exclusive, Private Training Center

Fall Conditioning Workouts
Starting 9/7/20
M&W, 8:30 am & 5:30 pm
Friday, 8:30 am

HIG
H

ALTITUD
E

PERFORMANCE TRAINING
Hardest, most effective, sports performance  

CONDITIONING WORKOUT IN MAMMOTH!

info@teddski.com  |  760-716-8945  |  126 Old Mammoth Rd. Suite 104



COLOR COVID

“It’s simple. Your county will be assigned a color based on: - Case rate - Positivity rate. Your 
color determines how businesses can operate in your county.”
     Gavin Newsom (via Twitter)

SCHOOL ... AT A DISTANCE
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By Hite

Mono County had a week with 
zero new coronavirus cases. In 
fact, the last coronavirus posi-

tive in-county was August 19-20.
The State of California updated its 

Coronavirus regulations last week and 
the new system officially went into place 
on August 31.

The system is a tier system in which 
each tier has a list of rules that the county 
needs to follow. Mono County is cur-
rently in tier 3, otherwise known as ‘mod-
erate risk’ while Inyo County is in the 
‘widespread’ tier 1 category.

This comes as no surprise as the old 
system had severe limitations, for ex-
ample, when Mono County got removed 
from the ‘state monitoring list’ under the 
old system, nothing happened. There was 
no protocol besides the State manually 
moving the county off the list and allow-
ing businesses to reopen. 

The new tier system is clearer. It will 
take 21 days for a county to move from its 
initial tier. 

Metrics are mandatory. The framework 
is uniform. Instead of open and closed, 
some business sectors can be partially 
opened to balance the risk of the spread 
with the economy in a given county.

Now the real test - an upcoming holi-
day weekend.

At the Mono County weekly COVID 
roundup meeting on Thursday, Bryan 
Wheeler of Mono County Health asked 
local law enforcement what to expect this 
weekend. Mono County Sheriff Braun 
was the first to answer by saying, “There 
will be a heatwave and we will be one of 
the coolest places in California. We ex-
pect crowds and we expect tourists. And 
they are going to be coming here and 
doing what people do on vacation.”

Braun urged Mono County residents 

to wear masks and tell others to pick 
up after themselves and follow COVID 
guidelines.

“We expect to be slammed up in the 
Lakes Basin. I have already seen a ton 
of RVs pulling into the RV park,” said 
Mammoth Lakes Police Chief Al Davis. 
“We are going to be doing our thing [this 
weekend].”

Davis mentioned he has officers work-
ing overtime and he expects a busy, but 
productive weekend.

The highlight of the meeting was ab-
solutely when a caller with the last four 
numbers of 5968 called in and asked the 
question, “Is anyone on this panel willing 
to go on record saying that 162 cases and 
two deaths amounts to a public health 
emergency?”

Tom Boo, Mono County Public Health 
Officer, was the first to respond. “I am 
willing to go on record. This is a global 
pandemic ...” 

Then Boo explained why he believes 
the measures taken by the Emergency 
Command Team, as well as the County 
as a whole, played a major role in the 
containment of the COVID-19 virus.

Then all of the other panelists raised 
their hands saying they would be willing 
to go on record as well.

Stats:

Mono County- 162 positive cases, 2 
deaths

Total tests administered- 4,763 tests 
with 162 positive, 4,539 negative, and 72 
pending. 

Inyo County - 182 confirmed cases, 70 
active, 14 deaths, 98 recovered

Total tests administered- 4,464 with 
182 positive, 4,204 negative, and 36 pend-
ing.
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Last week, Frontier Communica-
tions had some network issues 
leading to an August 25 Inyo 

County Board of Supervisor meeting be-
ing delayed. Customers in Inyo County 
were also affected by this glitch.

At the same time, The Sheet received 
multiple letters from community mem-
bers in June Lake who were experienc-
ing a different set of issues with their 
network. 

Finally, at Tuesday’s Board of Su-
pervisors meeting, Stacy Corless, the 
District 5 Supervisor, had issues with 
her internet before driving to the Mono 
County offices to continue taking part in 
the meeting.

These are just the most recent set of 
issues pestering Mono and Inyo County 
residents who are fed up with the Sud-
denlink/Frontier cabal.

The overall sentiment of local resi-
dents and visitors: local internet service 
is weak.

*Unless you are in Crowley Lake or 
any other place that is directly connect-
ed to the Fiber Optic network

“I think people are quick to draw 
conclusions because that is the easy 
thing to do. But 9/10 times there are not 
simple answers,” said Nate Greenberg, 
Mono County IT director.

Greenberg deals with these problems 
through customer requests and errone-
ous phone calls but ultimately he can’t 
fix issues that come from service provid-
ers. “We can relay information, but the 
issue is fully on them [service providers] 

By Hite
to repair it. We can advocate for them 
to fix it and then we wait until we hear 
more information,” said Greenberg.

So what is the issue?
Greenberg told The Sheet that it is 

impossible to blame one issue or com-
pany. Every outage has an individual 
reason associated with it.

For Inyo County last week, Frontier 
Communications told the public that a 
“fiber cut” occurred when the company 
was performing scheduled mainte-
nance work last week. Because the 
Digital 395 services so many customers, 
this can cause widespread outages.

Greenberg also posited that Corless 
likely had issues because there have 
been power spikes in the area. When 
the power goes out, so does whatever 
network that is hooked up to that power 
line. Apparently, Southern Califor-
nia Edison experienced some power 
failures which led to some customers 
losing their internet. 

Even though their internet was 
through Suddenlink, the problem was 
an electricity issue.

Greenberg described the possible 
issues that can affect a network. “Most 
issues we see are a widespread net-
work issue which is tied to an outage or 
something,” but, “there can be local is-
sues. It could be an issue with the router 
or modem. The customer might have 
a problem or individual issue with the 
node they are connected to.”

Greenberg kept rattling off possible 
culprits when one customer is expe-

riencing issues. He used the anecdote 
of a computer that is not working. You 
unplug it and plug it back in. You check 
all power issues. If you can get it on, you 
troubleshoot it. Hopefully that yields re-
sults but you might have to try other op-
tions. Basically, explaining why people 
continuously have connection issues is 
like explaining why people continuously 
have issues with their computer; it is 
normally case-specific and impossible 
to blame one thing.

The Sheet asked Greenberg if the 
tourism surge is affecting these net-
works. That is to say, “Does the network 
have the capacity to handle a huge 
population surge?”

Greenberg responded with, “The 
simple answer to that question is it is 
not based on demand. The capacity 
of the networks is far greater than the 
amount of demand that can be placed 
on them.”

There was talk of ‘devil in the details’ 
and it seemed like that even though 
more customers did not limit the capac-
ity of a network, more customers simply 
exacerbated problems that already 
existed.

For Greenberg and his coworkers this 
is not the ideal situation. “The reason 
this is so frustrating to me is the County 
and the Town have put a lot of energy 
toward getting quality internet in our 
area. We have more capacity broadband 
on aggregate than most places in the 
United States.”

Greenberg is right. The percentage of 

people who have the option to connect 
to gigabyte speeds is higher than most 
places in the country. Mono County just 
won the ‘Digital Counties’ 2020 survey 
for counties under 150,000 people. “The 
survey, conducted by CDG (Center for 
Digital Government) in partnership 
with NACo (National Assocation of 
Counties), identifies the best technology 
practices among U.S. counties, includ-
ing initiatives that streamline delivery of 
government services, encourage open 
data, collaboration and shared services, 
enhance cybersecurity and contribute 
to disaster response and recovery ef-
forts.”

This is directly related to Digital 395 
as the extensive fiber optic network pro-
vides some of the fastest internet speeds 
in America.

But still, there are problems. Sudden-
link’s atrocious customer service likely 
makes the situation seem more dire 
than it is. This is something Greenberg 
admitted, “They have issues that they 
need to resolve within their network. 
And it is no mystery there are issues 
with their customer service.”

“I am optimistic and will remain 
optimistic,” said Greenberg, “[These 
service providers] have the opportunity 
to succeed.”

Mono County I.T. director helps explain why local internet sucks so much
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THE INTERNET IS DOWN AGAIN



A PLACE OF EXTREMES  
By Paul Oster

Q: Your most recent lockdown and 
post-lockdown writings antici-
pated strong drive-to tourism and 

serious interest in Mammoth real estate. 
Both of these predictions have come to 
fruition. But how long do you think the 
strong demand in the local real estate 
market will remain? 

A: There has never been a more dif-
ficult or bizarre time to try to answer this 
type of question. And those of us who 
have been around for decades remem-
ber selling properties through bad and 
disrupted economic times, earthquake 
and volcano hyperbole, severe droughts, 
hantavirus scares, and all sorts of other 
instability. I guess we really were due for 
something even crazier.

The local real estate market is indeed 
very busy, and in all price ranges. The 
market data will clearly show it; from 
total inventory (low) to the number of 
properties in escrow (high). If there was 
more quality inventory available we 
would have more sales on the board. 
And the escrow companies, appraisers 
and inspectors are already taxed beyond 
reasonable capacity in our little resort 
town. But how long this demand will last 

is anybody’s guess. It may actually in-
crease, especially if Mammoth Mountain 
can pull off a reasonable ski season. 

The local market is being strongly 
influenced by what I am referring to as 
“movement.” Many people are on the 
move, especially out of metropolitan 
areas. And many are also heading out 
of the State of California. U-Haul data 
is the clearest indicator of this. People 
who have contemplated moves in the 
past have been compelled to action. The 
work-from-home (WFH) trend is also 
creating movement: some want larger 
(second) homes — there are numerous 
move-up buyers currently in the Mam-
moth market. Some are clearly seeing 
Mammoth Lakes as one of the locations 
for the WFH experience. Others are be-
ing moved to retire earlier than expected 
and are moving towards their retirement 
location, including Mammoth. There are 
also a good number of 1031 tax-deferred 
exchanges happening so people are 
moving their assets to different locations. 
Part of the answer here depends on how 
long this movement trend lasts.

Meanwhile, today’s buyer profile in 
Mammoth is very strong, including 

many cash buyers. And the financed 
buyers are “actually qualifying” as one 
local loan officer recently stated. It isn’t 
the funny money of the mid-2000s. Most 
of the buyers I see have strong financial 
positions and aren’t looking to speculate. 
They intend to use their properties. In 
the current market the weaker, less com-
mitted buyers are getting nudged out by 
stronger buyers. This isn’t good for local 
residents looking to buy, but it is a condi-
tion of the market.

The economic pundits continue to 
state that “everything is being repriced.” 
But Mammoth’s repricing is going to de-
pend on future demand, and new listings 
(supply). Up until a couple of weeks ago 
there was equilibrium between buyer 
demand and the listing inventory. But 
the total inventory of homes and condos 
is creeping lower despite new listings 
coming to the market. Many homes that 
have sat on the market for extended 
periods of marketing time (year+) have 
recently sold. And Labor Day weekend is 
historically the peak of inventory in the 
Mammoth market; the summer listing 
bulge meets the traditional pre-winter 
selling season. But 2020 is a complete 

anomaly, so only time will tell what the 
balance of the year and beyond will hold.

The sellers and listing side is a whole 
different story of movement and motiva-
tion. The property owners in Mammoth 
are being pounded with mail and other 
solicitation that now is a great time to 
sell. And it is. But owners and potential 
sellers are having lots of thoughts too. 
Some of the current sellers want to liqui-
date (and be liquid) or move their equity 
value to somewhere else. Some STR 
owners are nervous about the potential 
for future loss of rental revenue. Some 
sellers are fearful they may lose their job 
or their businesses may be in jeopardy. 
But others are becoming hesitant for 
different reasons. They might “need” 
the Mammoth property in the future 
and will hold on for now. Or maybe the 
WFH option now makes sense and they 
want to keep the property and spend 
more time here. And some are hedging 
that values may take a reasonable jump, 
so they should hold on. Some potential 
sellers still suffer from being “mentally 
upside-down.”  

As my regular readers know, the 
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OSTER
continued from page 10
Mammoth market is still not at the peak 
values of the mid-2000s (the Mono 
County Assessor says the peak was spring 
of 2006). This is quite unlike many (most) 
real estate markets in California. Just this 
last week an appraiser told me he could 
justify a 3 to 6 percent increase in values 
in just the past three months. But this 
still has most of Mammoth real estate at 
60-80% of the values of 2006 (I can point 
to one of my recent transactions and it 
is 63%, and that isn’t considering ~15 
years of inflation). There are still owners/
potential sellers who can’t get past their 
upside-down position in Mammoth. 
They’ve been waiting for something to 
juice the market. And I have no doubt 
some believe this is it. Ultimately, supply 
may be constrained in the near future.

The real estate statistics and market 
participants can all attest to the incred-
ible demand in the local real estate 
market. The Lake Tahoe region is expe-
riencing similar demand. And all of it is 
rather counterintuitive while many are 
predicting a coming depression or even 
economic collapse. These are bizarre and 
unpredictable times indeed.

Whatever the “eventual economy” is 
for the nation, our State and even Mam-
moth Lakes, there will be winners and 
losers through all sectors of the economy. 
And plenty of reinvention. One thing 
that now strikes me is the value of condo 
hotel properties for the Mammoth com-
munity. That’s a different thought. The 
market was forced to develop these lodg-
ing properties starting in the mid-1990s 
because true hotel development financ-

ing in mountain resort communities was 
non-existent due to sub-par occupancy 
rates. Condo hotel properties spread the 
financing risk amongst all of the owners. 
But quite frankly, these properties have 
never had the cachet of a true 4 or 5 star 
hotel.

Now that we’ve been through lock-
down and the whole Covid experience, 
many hotels and hotel chains are in 
serious trouble. Many may close or head 
to bankruptcy. But the condo hotel 
properties here in Mammoth remain 
quite viable. They have been in near-full 
operation providing extensive guest lodg-
ing all summer. The individual owners 
who do nightly rentals may have already 
recouped what they lost through the 
lockdown. And the Fall is likely to be bus-
ier than normal. We’ll see about winter. 
But the key is that they survived and have 
the chance to flourish. Far better than an 
empty, bankrupt hotel.

There are also STR owners, including 
condo hotel owners, who are making 
moves to sell (while others are buying). 
Some are too leveraged. Others have 
waning confidence in future revenue 
streams. Some simply want to reallo-
cate assets. But with the grandiose hotel 
development plans we’ve seen in the past 
18 months likely to be on a long-term 
hold, condominium STRs are going to be 
the core of Mammoth’s lodging base (and 
tax base) for the foreseeable future. They 
should remain extremely viable as long 
as demand doesn’t totally disappear. 

And can demand disappear? Once 
again the population base of southern 

THE SHEET   I   Saturday, September 5, 2020           www.thesheetnews.com                                    REAL ESTATE   I   11

California is large and now the “drive-
to” aspect is even more significant. But 
also: Has anybody noticed how many 
Nevada license plates are in town this 
summer? These guests are coming from 
both southern and northern Nevada. And 
history has proven that people still come 
to ski in slower economic times. Or is this 
perhaps the solution to the overcrowded 
slopes of the past two seasons? Many 
current STR owners believe rental rates 
should be increased. They are increasing-
ly thinking about quality over quantity.  

Historically, the Mammoth real estate 
market is also driven by a strong stock 
market. The current stock market is con-
sidered psychotic by many, but the fact 
remains that the indexes remain quite 
high. There continues to be money flow-
ing from the stock market into Mammoth 
real estate. Some of it from liquidation of 
stock, some borrowed against portfolios. 
Regardless, the stock market remains one 
of the most, if not the most, preferred 
places to remain invested. Until it isn’t, 
it will continue to create demand in the 
local real estate market.

And what about mortgage delinquen-
cies and potential foreclosures? Well, 
values are going up right now. Any owner 
under stress should be liquidating and 
getting out of the debt. This opportu-
nity alone should minimize any future 
defaults. The Dodd-Frank laws of the past 
ten years were implemented to prevent a 
2008-style crash from happening again. 
“People are actually qualifying.” But 
maybe even more profound, the State 
and Federal governments are already out 

ahead of this, especially legislatively here 
in California. They seem willing to do just 
about anything to keep owners from be-
ing foreclosed upon. 

So what happens if the skiing is really 
good this winter? And maybe a little 
less crowded? Or not? Southern Califor-
nia skiers who have been jumping on 
airplanes to fly to other resorts may find 
a drive-to resort more attractive (and as I 
point out, “drive away” also — you aren’t 
stuck on some cruise ship). And they may 
re-discover how awesome the skiing is on 
Mammoth Mountain. They’re also poised 
to discopver how the drive has improved 
in so many ways over the past decades. 
This could create more demand.

We really don’t know where this is 
going. But Mammoth seems uniquely po-
sitioned. And community priorities and 
values are changing too. Just a year ago 
nobody was thinking we needed fewer 
visitors and more trash patrols. But here 
we are. 

Mammoth has always been a place of 
extremes. And the past few months have 
been extreme in many ways. Let’s hope 
they push us in new and positive direc-
tions.

Happy Labor Day!

Paul Oster is the Broker/Owner of RE/
MAX of Mammoth (celebrating 30 years). 
For other timely real estate information 
you can go to www.MammothRealEs-
tateBlog.com. For legal, accounting, or 
construction advice, please seek out the 
appropriate professional.

WELCOME TO MAMMOTH

JANICE GRAY
MAMMOTH REALTY GROUP, FOR INFORMATION CALL:
760-914-0927 | DRE Lic. 00831051 | Janice@MammothMRG.com

WELCOME TO MAMMOTH

Sherwin Villas Tri-level Townhome
2bd/loft/2ba located in center of town, fully furnished.

90 Monterey Pines Rd.
Prime residential lot close to Eagle Lodge, old growth 

pines and filtered views, perfect for your mountain retreat. 

Helios N-12 Corner Townhome
Spacious 2bd/3bath/2car garage, steps to The Village  

@Mammoth & Gondola, furnished.

 165 Le Verne St.
“Top of the world”  views in every direction,  

½ ac. lot nestled among million dollar homes.
$442,500

$197,000 $612,500

$389,000

IN ESCROW

IN ESCROW

Realize your Dreams! Own a piece of Mammoth.



The two most popular questions 
Realtor/Broker Matthew Lehman 
has received in recent months: 

“Who are the buyers making up the 
strong sales activity?” and “Are all the 
locals just picking up and moving 
away?”  

In response to the first question: Most 
buyers are families looking to become 
residents vs. second or third home-
owners and an increasing number of 
buyers are coming from areas other 
than Southern California. I have seen 
a growing number of buyers from San 
Francisco, Sacramento and other parts 
of the state. 

Also, upsizing: Many of the buyers 
are locals moving from smaller homes 
into larger ones, or from Sprinter Vans 
into more conventional living spaces. 
Lehman attributes this to the work/
school from home environment and the 
resulting demand for more space. Also, 
there is an increasing need for more 
bedrooms as the pandemic may be con-
trbuting to a baby boom. Make room for 
the “Coronials!”

Not all sellers are staying in the local 
area or upsizing, says Lehman. A good 
number are simply moving out of state 
to more tax-friendly locales. 

Interest Rates:  Lehman contends 
buyers are looking to take advantage of 
record low interest rates. Even though 
prices are up, mortgage payments are 
down due to these low interest rates.  
With the stock market at record levels, 
a very divisive election year and much 

By Lunch
uncertainty given the trillions of dollars 
newly printed money, real estate may 
be a decent investment option.

Offers: The most interesting char-
acteristic Lehman has seen in recent 
months is the structure of offers be-
ing presented to sellers, particularly 
“contingent offers” subject to the sale 
of the buyers’ home elsewhere. In other 
words, “we will buy your home, but only 
if our other home sells first.” 

Typically, says Lehman, these are rare 
offers and seldom accepted by sellers. 
That said, it appears these type of offers 
have become much more prevalent in 
Mono County and even the norm over 
the past month or so.

The view from Bishop 

Inventory has fallen to record lows 
according to Jake Rasmuson of Bishop 
Real Estate.  

There were just 35 homes on the 
market in July and 30 as of the end of 
August. Two months ago, there were 40.

Contrast that to 63 homes on the 
market as of August 31, 2019 - a 52% 
year-over-year decrease. 

Median days on market: 20. In 2019, 
that number was 29. 

Buyer demand, says Rasmuson, 
continues to be very high, especially in 
those homes priced below $500,000.  
This is causing multiple offers and 
above-ask bids on a majority of proper-
ties. *Lunch anecdote: House across the 
street was on the market one day, had 

REAL ESTATE MIRRORS THE WEATHER, STAYS HOT

Mammoth condo charts courtesy Matthew Lehman Real Estate 
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seven offers, and sold for $20,000 above 
ask. 

Like Lehman, Rasmuson cited low 
interest rates as a driver, enhancing 
buyers’ purchasing power.

COVID combined with an large 

number of transactions have caused a 
the transaction timeline to be further 
extended.  If you are getting a loan, gone 
are the days of the 30-45 day escrows.  If 
you are buying or selling a house locally 
anticipate at least a 60 day escrow.



LICHER
continued from page 1
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notably in the realm of letterpress print-
ing. 

A former student at the UCLA School 
of the Arts, Licher said his initial goal as 
a young man was to found a record label 
(which he did). His inspirations were a 
pair of British labels - 4AD and Factory 
Records. Albums put out by these labels 
were easily identifiable in record stores. 
There was a care and an artistry in the 
presentation “You’d be inspired to take 
a chance on it [the album],” said Licher. 

So he took the same care with Savage 
Republic. He went so far as to create his 
own set of stamps to go with all Savage 
Republic correspondence. This was part 
of what Licher described as a Mail Art 
movement in the ‘80s. So long as your 
stamps don’t interfere with the official 
postage stamps in the righthand corner, 
you can decorate a piece of mail anyway 
you like. 

So for every piece of mail that went 
out, there’d be a USPS rate and an 
SR (Savage Republic) rate. “Our rates 
were generally half of what the U.S. 
rates were. We were kind of a socialist 
republic,” Licher explained in his low, 
gentle voice punctuated with the subtle 
trademark grin. 

Other bands liked what Licher was 
doing. They wanted him to design their 
album covers and jackets. Others began 
sending him demo tapes - like Camper 
Van Beethoven. 

Licher ultimately received two 
Grammy nominations for his work in 
album packaging. 

In the 1990s, he was hired by the 

mega-band REM to produce its annual 
Christmas Fan Club mailing.

As Rudy VanderLans, publisher of the 
graphic design magazine Emigre said of 
Licher’s work: “Vernacular styles cannot 
be taught in the traditional sense. They 
are born out of a direct need or out of a 
particular way of working that is often 
indigenous to a certain trade. Bruce Li-
cher’s work is a case in point. His gritty 
letterpress style evolved from the need 
to package his records. he bought a 
second-hand letterpress, taught himself 
to print, and in the process, created a 
highly personal approach to graphic 
design.” 

Bruce Licher’s parents met at an MIT 
(Massachusetts Institute of Technology) 
Glider Club meeting. Mom had a pilot’s 
license - which is about the sexiest thing 
there is to a man (Lloyd Licher) who 
was later inducted into the National 
Soaring Museum Hall of Fame.

Another thing about Bruce’s father: 
There’s hardly been a person who’s 
walked this earth who was more fastidi-
ous or organized. 

He died earlier this year, but had been 
keeping pocket notebooks (essentially 
daily journals) since 1953. 

On his walks, he would keep track 
of all the garbage he picked up, as he 
wished to leave the world a better place. 
Bruce says his father catalogued 220,000 
pieces of trash. 

His father also wrote a postcard a day 
to his mother. Every one of these post-
cards is catalogued. Bruce has the box. 

This is offered as background to say, 
there is a keen organizational gene 
which runs through Bruce Licher, and 
also permeates his work and this book. 
His work is spartan, clean. 

And what’s particularly fun about the 
book is that there are little gems ev-
erywhere - both the art and the stories 
behind the art. 

One favorite. An insert in the For 
Against “Echelons” album, which was 
nominated for a Grammy as best album 
package: “While the album was being 
made we took a short trip to Mexico, 
and, in a store, I saw a big bundle of 
wheat stalks. Knowing Karen had the 
drawing [of a wheat stalk] as the cover, I 
saw an opportunity. I bought it and put 
one in with each record. To protect the 
album there was an outer and an inner 
poly bag, so I put the wheat in between 
and started shipping them. A week later, 
the distributor rang up and said there 

were moths inside the sleeve! They’d 
laid eggs and moths had hatched! She 
said, ‘What do we do?’ We said, ‘Charge 
extra!’ But of course, they had to be 
removed. Some old copies even have 
pieces eaten out of the paper.”  

Another favorite: Bruce was commis-
sioned by Penguin books. “His work 
was considered ideal for a seroes that 
was intended to give the impression of 
hand-made small press editions. 

Turns out the poets complained that 
covers made them seem small-time, 
and they wanted to be glossy “Hey look, 
I’ve made it!” and big-time. 

For Bruce and Karen, life has been a 
straddling of art and commerce - how 
to get to do more of the first while doing 
just enough of the second. 

Letterpress printing has provided an 
outlet to combine both. As Arizona-
based writer Pete Gilstrap says, “What 
Bruce Licher creates at Independent 
Prioject Press rides the line between 
‘art’ and ‘product.’

And don’t forget the music. Bruce fol-
lowed up Savage Republic with Scenic 
and now plays with wife Karen as SR2. 

“Savage Impressions,” which was 
largely written by Karen and then mutu-
ally edited, can be purchased at Spell-
binder Books in Bishop or through Inde-
pendent Project Press (760.873.3600). It 
retails for $79.95. There is an accompa-
nying musical album to the book which 
can be purchased for an additional $25. 
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Help Wanted

NO CLASS-IFIEDS

 PERSONALS

Sierra Employment Services, Inc.
is hiring for the following positions

Cust Screener B - $15.75
Retail Clerk B - $13

Bilingual HR Asst  ML/B - $15 - 18
General Laborers ML & B - $15 - 20

Tow Truck Driver  ML - $DOE

Call Us Today
760-924-0523 or 760-873-8599

www.SierraEmployment.com

For Rent

  
The Alpenhof Lodge is accepting applica-
tions for full-time & part-time, year round 
positions.  Flexible hours for front desk, 
maintenance and housekeeping positions 
are available.  Applicants must be available 
to work weekends and holidays.  Housing 
available for the right individual.   Please 
apply in person at 6080 Minaret Rd, Mam-
moth. 

    Town of Mammoth Lakes Open Posi-
tions The Town is looking for dedicated 
people with experience in snow removal, 
street maintenance, and/or construction 
to join our dedicated Public Works Depart-
ment. Permanent and temporary positions 
available.
Public Works Maintenance Worker
$43,258 - $60,870 + competitive benefits
Temporary Snow Removal Operators
$24.54 - $28.41/hr – CDL required
Positions will be filled asap. For more in-
formation and to apply, visit www.townof-
mammothlakes.ca.gov, or call (760) 965 
3604.
  
Convict Lake Resort has immediate job 
openings for maintenance personnel, 
grounds keeper and store personnel.
Please email resumes to lcornwell@con-
victlake.com or stop by for an application. 
  Convict Lake Resort hiring a full-time 
Janitor for facilities cleaning and mainte-
nance.$17/hour with some overtime. Ben-
efits available. Please call 760-934-3800 ext. 
32 or email to lcornwell@convictlake.com
     
Laundry Attendant at High Mountain 
Services (HMS) HMS, located in Mammoth 
Lakes, is seeking Full-Time laundry atten-
dants.  We offer flexible work hours, and will 
train the right candidate for $16 an hour. 
Must be able to lift up to 50 lbs, maintain a 
fast pace while multi-tasking, follow instruc-
tions, be safety conscious, trustworthy, 
and work well in a team environment. You 
will be required to wear a face mask and 
vinyl gloves while working.  Email mam-
mothlakesjob.com or text (760) 790-9310 for 
an application. }

   Full-Time Maintenance Personnel 
Needed Position available for busy rental 
management company. Previous experience 
preferred, training provided. Looking for re-
liable, responsible, hard-working candidates 
with positive work ethic. Competitive pay. 
Email resume to sarah@mammothsierraon-
line.com, call 760-934-8372 or stop by 1914 
Meridian Blvd.
Hiring- cleaning company looking for a 
housekeeping position immediately. Hours 
are flexible monday-friday with occasional 
weekends. Car and insurance +. Wages 
based on experience and ability. $17-$22 
to start. Must be reliable, detailed, hard 
worker with the ability to meet deadlines.
Email directly to Tracie.cleanqueens@
yahoo.com or call 530-414-4551    Mobil 
mart/ We are looking for a line cook. Grill 
experience. Free housing available.Stop by 
or contact tiogagasmart@gmail.com

     2 BDR/I BA unfurnished ML apt. Ground 
floor. Huge kitchen. Deck. No garage - two 
cars max. Backs to green belt. $1,750/mo. 
Call 760.937.7569.

Office For Rent 2nd floor location w/
views, New floors, Closet, Common Bath-
room, Parking, 1 Year Lease, Commercial 
use only. Please call Sarah at 760-934-8372

  
  Mammoth Spa Creations is looking for an 
additional member for it’s team. We cur-
rently have an immediate opening for a spa 
Maintenance Technician position, we are 
also hiring an Office Assistant.These are Full 
Time Positions (Monday through Friday). 
These positions offers vacation accrual, 
benefits and paid holidays. Experience is 
preferred, but not required. Heavy lifting is 
required. Please call 760-924-3091 or stop 
by the store located at 1401 Tavern Road 
Mammoth Lakes for more information and 
to pick up an application. Resumes can be 
e-mailed to mammothspa@aol.com. 

   Vacasa is hiring full and part time house-
keepers in Mammoth Lakes/June Lake with 
pay starting at $18/hour. Apply at vacasa.
com/careers.
    Mammoth Taxi is accepting resumes for 
experienced drivers with great customer 
service and clean driving records. We are 
also looking for office staff for the right 
person with great organizational skills 
and customer service background. Please 
inquire with Scottie at 760-914-7433. www.
mammoth-taxi.com.
   Reservation/Office Assistant wanted for 
a busy 84-unit condo complex.  Full time, 
year round position. Workdays are  Mon-
day-Friday (Saturday/Sunday off days). 
Responsibilities include but are not limited 
to booking condo reservations, responding 
to emails, phone interactions, dealing with 
rental guests and condo owners. Slow sea-
son we do condo condition reports to ready 
for busy season.  Applicant is expected to 
have excellent customer service skills, com-
puter literacy, with good working knowl-
edge of Microsoft Word and Excel.  Bring 
resume to rental office at 895 Canyon Blvd 
in Mammoth Lakes or email to dwooten@
stantoncondos.com
   Mobil mart/ We are looking for a line cook. 
Grill experience. Free housing available.Stop 
by or contact tiogagasmart@gmail.com

Help Wanted

Retiree seeking rental in Bishop area.  
(760) 920-5800; (760) 937-4136.

Wanted

 

Drivers Wanted-Paid Training!
Classes starting soon Eastern Sierra Transit 
Authority is seeking responsible and friendly 
drivers for Mammoth.  Paid training for a 
Commercial License, Passenger Endorse-
ments and Airbrake Certificate available.   
Pre-employment and random drug screen-
ing required. Must have a good driving 
record. 
•Paid Training
•MMSA Ski Pass
•Commuter Assistance Available
Applications can be found online at: www.
estransit.com, Mammoth Office: 210 Com-
merce Dr., Bishop Office: 703B Airport Rd 
or760-872-1901 ext. 11 Eastern Sierra Transit 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer
  
    The Public House Taproom is Now hir-
ing, Stop by for application 

By Clouds McCloud
HORRORSCOPES
Virgo: This may not be the most 
exciting birthday of your life, but it is 
ushering in better times. Since you’ll 
need to thank people who wish you 
well as you kick off your next trip 
around the sun, here are some lines 
to help show your gratitude. 1) “May 
your vacuum suck as well as 2020 
has.” 2) “Germs are just like the rest of 
us, they really like you.” 3) “I may not 
be a doctor, but they do say that Duct 
Tape fixes everything.”
Libra: The recent full moon ushered 
in a season of positive change. Real 
love will arrive. Healing will happen. 
Financial and career opportunities 
will appear. The biggest thing you 
need to do is stay out of your own 
way. Adapting one of these new mot-
tos should help: I) “Why wake up 
stressing, since waking up is always a 
blessing.” II) “My favorite dressing is 
‘un.’”
Scorpio: The Stars say any recent 
family discord was needed and 
ultimately helpful. That’s because it’s 
tough to move on in life when you 
don’t deal with things that keep drag-
ging you down. Scorpios are actually 
good at healing, once you actually 
admit there was an injury, or six. So 
please try not to do the classic Scorpio 
move of saying, “Communication is 
key” and then completely ignoring 
the subject, person, phone, email 
and/or Instagram page.
Sagittarius: Sags tends to be tough 
and to keep plugging away until you 
get what you want. That’s why your 
words of wisdom come from Plato, 
“Never discourage anyone who con-
tinually makes progress, no matter 
how slow.” And your new theme song 
comes from The Killers, “I’ve got soul, 
but I’m not soldier.”
Capricorn: According to a study from 
Oxford, women with large bottoms 
tend to give birth to smarter children. 
Since the study was clearly funded in 
part by Sir Mix-A Lot, please accept 
yourself for your imperfections and 
enjoy these quotes from his Royal 
Rapper. A) “Successful people jump at 
opportunity and take advantage of it.” 
S) “I tell people all the time, ‘I’m Mix-
A-Lot. I’m not a rocket scientist.” S) “I 
like big butts and I cannot lie.”
Aquarius: Most of the members of 
this sign can probably relate to betta 
fish. Much like you, these are beauti-
ful creatures and often want to fight, 
which is why they’re also known as 
Siamese fighting fish. But there’s 
enough fighting going on in the world 
right now. So we need you to look 
good and avoid fights. It might help 
if you adopt a new attitude like, “All I 
want to do is  … Netflix and Chill, PBS 
and Press Flesh or Disney Plus and 
Undress.”
Pisces: As a very ethereal sign, it 
would be nice if you spun more of 
your magic and kept people on a mel-
lower and more accepting plane. Per-
haps quoting Yoda would help, “Fear 
is the path to the dark side. Fear leads 
to anger. Anger leads to hate.” Perhaps 
giving people free massage oils and 
hippie lettuce will work even better.
Aries: As a sign that seems aloof in 

matters of the heart, but really cares 
deeply, here is some general advice 
for you. Come up with funny things 
you’d like to say to others, but you 
never will. You know, things like, “I 
thought of you today … and it re-
minded me to put out the recycling.”  
Or how about, “I can’t truly show you 
how I feel … because I don’t have 
enough middle fingers.”
Taurus: People have really been on 
edge recently, and for good reason. 
Things always get roughest before 
they get better, especially things like 
long dirt roads, avalanches and politi-
cal unrest. The key, as always, is to 
remember that you can only control 
what you can control, namely, your 
effort and attitude. If you start feeling 
edgy or angry, try using some CBD-
infused toilet paper to calm your butt 
down.
Gemini: One of the reasons that 
Clouds became an astrologer is be-
cause therapists aren’t supposed to 
say things like, “You need to have a 
‘Screw You’ attitude towards people 
who don’t like you … even if that 
is a lot of people to screw.” But the 
other reason is because Clouds wants 
people to heal themselves. This is 
possible, so long as we realize we’re 
always evolving, and occasionally de-
volving and revolving, and hopefully 
involving ourselves with people who 
make us smile and disrobe.
Cancer: There’s a lot of uncertainty 
right now. There are lots of crazy 
conspiracy theories and fear-based 
thoughts floating around like Great 
White sharks off the beaches of Cape 
Cod. That’s why you should adopt this 
theory: That everything’s going to be 
okay. And you should remember what 
they say about love in Cape Cod—It 
happens one clam at a time.
Leo: Studies have shown that simply 
having one orgasm a day can add up 
to eight years to your life. Combine 
that with the fact that this also means 
eight more years of orgasms and 
you’re really talking about a win-win 
here. If you want better news than 
this, well then you’re in the right 
mindset. Good things are headed 
towards most Leos.

I saw you ... are ready for some NFL 
football. Too bad your team's QB, Jared 
Goff, is a one-man interception pandemic. 

I saw you ... don't support Donald 
Trump's reelection. I don't understand. 
Are you tired of winning?

I saw you ... are open for indoor din-
ing. Which I'm excited about - as soon as 
salons reopen, too. 

I heard you ... believe the coronavirus is 
a hoax and refuse to wear a mask. Sounds 
like we'd make a good couple, since I have 
all the social distancing skills of a porn 
actress. How 'bout we meet at Vons later 
so we can fondle the produce and breathe 
on each other? 

I saw you ... are all about Distant learn-
ing. But maybe it's time to leave the brew-
ery and log into a class or two. 

I see ... Labor Day has arrived just in 
time, especially since you haven't worked a 
day since March.  



TOWN STUFF 
Friday, September 4/
11th Annual Western Night @ 
Bridgeport Barns and Terrace. BBQ 
+ fundraiser benefits Bridgeport Fish 
Enhancement Foundation. 6-11 p.m. 
Drive-in movie @ Tri-County 
Fairgrounds in Bishop. $20/car. 
Tonight: Grease starring John 
Travolta and Olivia Newton-John. 
Gates open 7 p.m. Movie starts: 8:30 
p.m. 
Main Street Market @ Eastside 
Guesthouse, 777 N Main Street, 
Bishop. Time: 5-8 p.m. 

Saturday, September 5/
Book Chalet moving sale at its 
shop across from The Stove on Old 
Mammoth Rd. 9 a.m. ‘til 5 p.m. More 
info: See ad p. 5
Tailgate concert @ Tri-County 
Fairgrounds in Bishop featuring 
Valley Sons, Stelth Ulvang, Harry 
Andreas. Time: 5-11 p.m. Cost is 
$30/car. 

Monday, September 7/
Mono County Public Health Covid-
19 Testing @ Mammoth Lakes 
Community Center, 1000 Forest 
Trail. Time: 10 a.m. -1 p.m. Testing is 
limited to 75 tests per day, arrive no 
later than 12:45 p.m.
Mono County Libraries presents: 
The Evolution Project for Teens
Upcoming Virtual Workshop -- The 
Stories We Tell: Now & Then  
by Carissa Devine, Mono County 
Libraries, Youth Librarian 
Monday, September 7th, 3:30 - 
5:00pm Learn more or register 
online at monocolibraries.org 

Tuesday, September 8/
Verily Project Baseline Covid-19 
Testing @ Sierra Nevada Resort. 
Sign up for a time slot at https://
www.projectbaseline.com/study/
covid-19/
Mono County Supervisors meet. 
9 a.m. via Zoom. Visit www.
monocounty.ca.gov to access. 
Inyo County budget hearings 
commence @ the Inyo Supervisors 
meeting. Time: 10:30 a.m. Log on via 
the county website: 

Wednesday, September 9/
The New Normal: Coping With A 
Covid World. Seminar conducted 
by Mono County Behavioral 
Health. 5:30-6:30 p.m. Viewing 
https://monocounty.zoom 
us/j/99456162274/
Mammoth Lakes Planning 
and Economic Development 
Commission meets. 2 p.m. 
Attend virtually by logging on @ 
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 

Thursday, September 10/
Mammoth Lakes Tourism board 

Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

FORGET THE BUBBLE
FOCUS ON THE SUDS

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

calendar of events
TOWN STUFF
meets. 1 p.m. Attend virtually by 
logging on @ townofmammothlakes.
ca.gov. 
Mono County Public Health Covid-
19 Testing @ Mammoth Lakes 
Community Center, 1000 Forest 
Trail. Time: 10 a.m. -1 p.m. Testing is 
limited to 75 tests per day, arrive no 
later than 12:45 p.m. 
Covid-19 Community 
Conversation hosted by Mono 
and Mammoth officials. English: 
5:30 p.m., Spanish: 6:30 p.m. Visit 
https://coronavirus.monocounty.
ca.gov for the Zoom link. 
Mammoth Lakes Chamber of 
Commerce “Women in Business” 
event with personal trainer/
nutrition coach Debbie North. 
Time: 5:30-6:30 p.m. Info@
mammothlakeschamber.org.
Mono Arts Council Art and Wine 
class. Today’s theme: Alpine Lake 
Sunset. Taught by resident expert 
Miguel Flores. All classes live 
through a secure Zoom link which 
will be emailed to you after you sign 
up. Time: 5:30-8:30 p.m. Cost: $15. 
9/17 class: “Ocean Moonrise.” 9/24 
class: Tiger Lily. 

Ongoing: 
Free Covid-19 Testing in Bishop 
every Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
@ Church of the Nazarene, 8 a.m.-
12:45 p.m. 

Sept. 11-12/
Drive-in movie nights @ the Tri-
County Fairgrounds. Gates open 7 
p.m. $20/car. 

Sept. 11-13/
6th annual June Lake Jam Fest is 
virtual this year. For details, visit 
www.junelakejamfest.org. 

Sept. 14-15/
Bishop Community Blood Drive. 
10-6 on the 14th and 8-2 on the 15th. 
Location: Elks Lodge. 151 E. Line St. 
in Bishop. Make an appt. by calling 
866.985.0598 or visit bloodhero.com, 
sponsor code Bishop. 

Sept. 16-20/
Mammoth Lakes Film Festival is 
happening virtually this year. Lots 
of films, post-screening Q & A’s, 
special events, more. Info: www.
mammothlakesfilmfestival.com or 
see related story and film review p. 
17.  

Sept. 17/
Sustainable Recreation and 
Tourism Initiative virtual meeting. 
5:30-7 p.m. More info: See ad p. 4. 
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                     PUBLIC NOTICES 

cont.

                                      Notice Inviting Bids
TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, CA
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
NOTICE INVITING BIDS
CAP 15-008

The Town of Mammoth Lakes will receive sealed bids for 
the work shown on the plans entitled:

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES COMMUNITY RECRE-
ATION CENTER In the Town of Mammoth Lakes forThe 
Town of Mammoth Lakes, California

Bids will be received at the Office of the Town Clerk of the 
Town of Mammoth Lakes located at:
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite 230,
Mammoth Lakes, California 93546
until 4:00 pm on Friday September 25, 2020 at which time 
they will be publicly opened and read.

Proposal forms and Contract Documents for this work are 
included in the specifications. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Project includes the construc-
tion of the Town’s Community Recreation Center. The new 
41,000SF multi-use facility is to be located at Mammoth 
Creek Park at 686 Old Mammoth Road, Mammoth Lakes, 
CA. The Tensile Fabric Structure will house an Olympic 
sized ice rink/multi-purpose court along with associated 
public and private spaces such as entry hall and lobby, 
restrooms, locker rooms, mechanical rooms, and storage 
areas. The ice rink will be a complete turnkey system with 
all mechanical, plumbing, and ancillary systems incor-
porated as specified. The project also includes site work 
such as concrete curbs and sidewalks, entry canopy and 
drainage improvements. The Town will be furnishing the 
ice rink dasher boards, ice rink chiller system, and Tensile 
Structure. Contractor to coordinate Scope of Work with 
others, as necessary.

The engineer’s estimate to complete the base bid is 
between $7,000,000 and $7,300,000. The work includes 
full compliance with all applicable laws, rules, and regula-
tions. The work shall be completed within the time set 
forth in the Contract.

A non-mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held at the 
main conference room at the Town Offices on September 
15,2020 at 10:00AM, located at 437 Old Mammoth Road, 
Suite 230, Mammoth Lakes, California. This meeting will 
be hosted using zoom please contact hhayes@townof-
mammothlakes.ca.gov to be sent presentation materials 
before the meeting.

The contractor shall have a valid Class B Contractor 
license, a Driver’s License, and a current Business Tax 
Certificate and shall maintain all required licenses 
throughout the duration of the Contract. The Contractor 
shall demonstrate their qualifications by having adequate 
equipment in good working order, experience, and ability 
to perform work.  The Town will be the sole judge as to the 
qualifications of each bidder.  

The Director of Industrial Relations has determined the 
general prevailing rate of per diem wages in the locality 
in which this work is to be performed for each craft or 
type of worker needed to execute the Contract which will 
be awarded to the successful bidder, copies of which are 
on file and will be made available to any interested party 
upon request at Town Hall or online at http://www.dir.
ca.gov/dlsr.  A copy of these rates shall be posted by the 
successful bidder at the job site.  The successful bidder and 
all subcontractor(s) under him/her, shall comply with all 
applicable Labor Code provisions, which include, but are 
not limited to the payment of not less than the required 
prevailing rates to all workers employed by them in the 
execution of the Contract, the employment of apprentices, 
the hours of labor and the debarment of contractors and 
subcontractors.

Pursuant to Labor Code sections 1725.5 and 1771.1, all 
contractors and subcontractors that wish to bid on, be 
listed in a bid proposal, or enter into a contract to perform 
public work must be registered with the Department of 
Industrial Relations.  No bid will be accepted, nor any 
contract entered into without proof of the contractor’s and 
subcontractors’ current registration with the Department 
of Industrial Relations to perform public work.  If awarded 
a Contract, the Bidder, and its subcontractors, of any tier, 
shall maintain active registration with the Department 
of Industrial Relations for the duration of the Project. 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, the contractor registration 
requirements mandated by Labor Code sections 1725.5 
and 1771.1 shall not apply to work performed on a public 
works project that is exempt pursuant to the small project 
exemption specified in Labor Code sections 1725.5 and 
1771.1.

Plans and specifications may be obtained for a NONRE-
FUNDABLE FEE as listed below:  
Description 
Plans & Specifications (incl. bid forms)
Reduced plans only (11X17)
Picked up at the Town Offices                     $75.00
Shipped UPS, FedEx, or US Mail                $150.00

Town of Mammoth Lakes Offices located at
437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite 230, Mammoth Lakes, 
California 93546.

To order the plans and specifications by telephone call 
(760) 965-3652. Plans and specifications will be available 
for download for free. Please email hhayes@townofmam-
mothlakes.ca.gov to be placed on the Bidders List and 
receive download instructions. The Town requests all bid-
der information including project name, company name, 
contact name and title, phone number, and email address, 
when making a request for the bid package. 

Each bid must be accompanied by a certified or cashier’s 
check payable to the order of the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes, or by a bid bond in the sum of not less than 10% of 
the total amount of the bid, as a guarantee that the bidder 
will enter into the proposed contract if it be awarded him/
her.  A labor and materials bond and faithful performance 
bond each equal to 100% of the bid are required to be 
provided by the awarded contractor.  All bonds shall 
be executed by an admitted surety insurer meeting the 
requirements of California Code of Civil Procedure Section 
995.120.

Notice of Public Hearing
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF PROPOSED 2020-2021 
COUNTY BUDGET DOCUMENTS AND PUBLIC HEAR-
ING THEREON BY THE MONO COUNTY BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS

Notice is hereby given that the proposed County budget 
documents for fiscal year 2020-2021 will be available to 
members of the general public on August 29, 2020, on the 
Mono County website and in the north and south county 
offices of the County Administrative Officer, Courthouse 
annex 1, Bridgeport, California (760) 932.5412 and 1290 
Tavern Road, Mammoth Lakes, California.

Notice is also hereby given that the Board of Supervisors, 
County of Mono, will meet at the time and place speci-
fied below for the purpose of conducting a public hearing 
regarding the fiscal year 2020-2021 proposed budget, 
preparatory to making a final determination thereon. 
Any member of the general public may appear at the 
hearing and be heard regarding any item of the budget or 
for the inclusion of additional items. The public hearing 
will commence at 1 p.m. 

As part of the meeting of the board on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 8, 2020 via teleconferencing with members of 
the board attending from separate, remote locations, 
members of the public may join the public hearing by 
logging into the Zoom webinar. The Board may continue 
the public hearing to Tuesday, September 15, 2020 if 
necessary and thereafter in its discretion. 

Robert Lawson
County Administrative Officer
TS #2020-0144

Technical questions should be directed to Haislip Hayes, 
PE Engineering Manager, Department of Public Works, 
Town of Mammoth Lakes, California, telephone (760) 965-
3652.  Oral clarifications are non-binding and any changes 
shall be issued by written addenda only.

This project is subject to compliance monitoring and 
enforcement by the California Department of Industrial 
Relations.  Pursuant to Section 1773 of the Labor Code, 
the general prevailing wage rates have been determined 
by the Director of the California Department of Industrial 
Relations. These wages are set forth in the General Prevail-
ing Wage Rates for this project, available at Town offices.  
Future effective general prevailing wage rates, which have 
been predetermined and are on file with the California 
Department of Industrial Relations are referenced but not 
printed in the general prevailing wage rates.  A copy of the 
rates shall be posted by the successful bidder at the job 
site.  The successful bidder and all subcontractor(s) under 
him shall comply with all applicable Labor Code provi-
sions, which include but are not limited to the payment 
of not less than the required prevailing wage rates to all 
worked employed by them in the execution of the Con-
tract, the employment of apprentices, the hours or labor 
and the debarment of contractors and subcontractors.

Pursuant to Public Contract Code section 22300, the suc-
cessful bidder may substitute certain securities for funds 
withheld by the Town to ensure performance under the 
Contract.

This Project is subject to compliance monitoring and 
enforcement by the Department of Industrial Relations.  In 
bidding on this project, it shall be the Bidder’s sole respon-
sibility to evaluate and include the cost of complying with 
all labor compliance requirements under this contract and 
applicable law in its bid.
The Contract will be awarded to the responsible bidder 
submitting the lowest responsive bid on the base bid.  
The Town reserves the right to waive any informality or 
irregularity in a bid. The Town of Mammoth Lakes reserves 
the right to reject any and/or all bids, or to utilize any 
alternative procedures authorized by the Public Contracts 
Codes Sections 20166 and 20167.  Submission of a bid 
shall be deemed conclusive evidence that the bidder has 
thoroughly examined the plans, specifications and the site 
of all work and the bid takes all costs into account.  Each 
bid shall remain good for a minimum of sixty (60) days 
after bid opening.

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, CALIFORNIA
Jamie Gray, TOWN CLERK
DATED:  August 21, 2020

TS #2020-0145

PROPERTY TAX DEFAULT (DELINQUENT) LIST    §3371 and §3372

I, Janet Dutcher, Mono County Tax Collector, State of California, certify that:
The real properties listed below were declared to be in tax default at 12:01 a.m. on July 1, 2017, by operation of law pursuant 
to Revenue and Taxation Code section §3436. The declaration of default was due to non-payment of the total amount due for 
the taxes, assessments, and other charges levied in fiscal year 2015-16 that were a lien on the listed real property.
Tax-defaulted real property may be redeemed by payment of all unpaid taxes and assessments, together with the additional 
penalties and fees, as prescribed by law, or it may be redeemed under an installment plan of redemption.
The amount to redeem, including all penalties and fees, as of September 2020, is shown opposite the parcel number and next 
to the name of the assessee.

All information concerning redemption of tax-defaulted property will be furnished, upon request, by the Mono County Tax 
Collector, P.O. Box 495, Bridgeport, CA 93517, (760) 932-5480.
PARCEL NUMBERING SYSTEM EXPLANATION
The Assessor's Parcel Number (APN), when used to describe property in this list, refers to the assessor's map book, the map 
page, the block on the map (if applicable), and the individual parcel on the map page or in the block. The assessor's maps and 
further explanation of the parcel numbering system are available in the county assessor's office.

ADDENDA TO PUBLISHED TAX-DEFAULT (DELINQUENT) LIST
The properties listed below were legally assessed and the taxes and/or assessments duly levied for the fiscal year shown. The 
taxes and/or assessments and other charges remain unpaid as of the date of this publication.
These properties were declared to be tax-defaulted for nonpayment of taxes and/or assessments and other charges levied in the 
fiscal years shown.
These properties may be redeemed in the same manner as other tax-defaulted properties. Information concerning redemption, 
or initiation of an installment plan of redemption, may be obtained from the tax collector, whose name appears in this notice.
Property tax defaulted on June 30, 2017, for the taxes, assessments and other charges for the fiscal year 2016-17:

ASSESSOR’S                                 ASSESSEE NAME                                        AMOUNT TO REDEEM
PARCEL NUMBER                                     
001-221-014-000                     BRUMLEY 02 REV. TRUST                                             $ 5,736.06

026-200-025-000                     DUNES40, LLC                                                                  $ 13,179.19

060-360-005-000                     ENTRUST ADMINISTRATION TRUST                           $ 2,544.14

019-040-017-000                     FIELD, DAVID                                                                   $ 394.13

031-212-014-000                     FOLLETT, JEFFREY T                                                      $ 13,433.72

032-161-538-000                     GILLESPIE, ANDREW                                                      $ 11,188.35

002-343-002-000                     HAYDEN, BOYD B. JR                                                      $ 683.77

013-180-008-000                     KASS, DANIEL S                                                               $ 580.58

033-133-003-000                     KOSEN, GERALD E. & BRENDA E.                                $ 18,253.87

032-052-230-000                     LAMAIRE, THIERRY & JULIE                                         $ 3,885.37

001-210-008-000                     LOZANO FAMILY TRUST (ET AL)                                  $ 2,917.96

019-052-014-000                     PAIN, MICHAEL DOUGLAS                                             $ 3,236.58

002-370-001-000                     PIERCE, WILLIAM L.                                                        $ 3,687.91

002-370-018-000                     REMES CARLA E                                                               $ 17,787.29

022-350-006-000                     REY, JOHN H. TRUSTEE                                                   $ 6,539.25

016-111-011-000                     SEAY TY K & MISTRETTA ELISHA S & ORLANDO    $ 2,114.83

033-250-002-000                     WALKER, GAIL E.                                                              $ 8,857.70

064-090-016-000                     WILCHER, DENNY 2003 REV. TRUST                             $ 1,535.90

I certify or (declare), under penalty of perjury, that the foregoing is true and correct.
Janet Dutcher, CPA, CGFM, MPA
Mono County Treasurer-Tax Collector
Executed at Mono County, California, on August 20, 2020                                                                                  TS #2020-0146

Notice of Property Tax (Delinquent )List

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Commerce Building

Lou & Marc Margulies
1535 Clear Creek Road, P.O. Box 2695
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by Husband and 
Wife. The registrant has not yet begun to 
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name listed herein. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on August 17, 2020. 
File Number 20-136
2020-0149 (8/29, 9/4, 9/12, 9/19)
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Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

The Laurel

Lou & Marc Margulies
1535 Clear Creek Road, P.O. Box 2695
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by Husband and 
Wife. The registrant has not yet begun to 
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name listed herein. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on August 17, 2020. 
File Number 20-136
2020-0148 (8/29, 9/4, 9/12, 9/19)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Mammoth Payroll Services

Thomas S. Parker
432 Mono Street, P.O. Box 1182 
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by a Corpora-
tion. The registrant has not yet begun to 
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name listed herein. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on August 17, 2020. 
File Number 20-140
2020-0150 (9/5, 9/12, 9/19, 9/26)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Mammoth Mountain Reservations

Jeff Desalvo
248 Mammoth Slopes Dr., P.O. Box 1838
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by a Corpora-
tion. The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on May,1996. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on August 21, 2020. 
File Number 20-144
2020-0151 (9/5, 9/12, 9/19, 9/26)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Mountain Management Services

Jeff Desalvo
248 Mammoth Slopes Dr., P.O. Box 1838
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by a Corpora-
tion. The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on May,1996. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on August 21, 2020. 
File Number 20-144
2020-0152 (9/5, 9/12, 9/19, 9/26)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Carpet Masters

Jeff Desalvo
248 Mammoth Slopes Dr., P.O. Box 1838
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by a Corpora-
tion. The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on May,1996. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on August 21, 2020. 
File Number 20-144
2020-0154 (9/5, 9/12, 9/19, 9/26)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Big Scoop Snow Removal

Jeff Desalvo
248 Mammoth Slopes Dr., P.O. Box 1838
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by a Corpora-
tion. The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on May,1996. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on August 21, 2020. 
File Number 20-144
2020-0153 (9/5, 9/12, 9/19, 9/26)



Mammoth Lakes Film Festival is 
going virtual this year. Sur-
prise, surprise.

VIP passes as well as individual tick-
ets are available for purchase at https://
www.mammothlakesfilmfestival.
com/2020-tickets.
    The Film Festival, now in its fifth year, 
showcases emerging filmmakers and 
independent feature films before they 
become commercially available.
    The Mammoth Lakes Film Festival 
website boasts that it has been, “Named 
as one of the Top 50 Festivals Worth The 
Entry Fee by Movie Maker Magazine in 
2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, & 2020.

Residue

This year’s virtual experience opens 
with a film scheduled for release on 
Netflix this month titled ‘Residue.’

Residue is the debut film for Merawi 
Gerima, a filmmaker from Washington 
D.C., who graduated from USC.

In an interview by the USC Alumni 
spotlight, Gerima said, “It was a very 
personal project. You know, I started at 
USC in 2015 in the fall and the next year 
I went back home ... I think that being 
able to see the gentrification and the in-
tensity in which the city had changed in 
one year, I think it was a bit of a shock. It 

By Hite
was a rough visit.”

Which is what the film is ultimately 
about. Gentrification and its trickle 
down effects that are almost undetect-
able by the people experiencing them.

The film follows Jay, played by Obinna 
Nwachukwu, as he returns to DC from 
California hoping to make a movie 
about the neighborhood he grew up in.

The movie slowly descends into Jay’s 
tumultuous thoughts and feelings 
regarding where he grew up. Through a 
mix of reality, dreams, and flashbacks, 
Gerima contextualizes why Jay is dis-
turbed by what’s revisiting.

Jay is the metaphorical black sheep. 
He is shunned by his old friends and 
does not appear to have a place in his 
old community. On top of that, he is 
searching for his old friend ‘Demetrius’ 
and no one is willing to tell him any-
thing regarding his whereabouts. 

What this all creates is a feeling of 
isolation. Jay can’t connect to his friends 
or, at times, his family. On top of that, 
the neighborhood is completely differ-
ent than it used to be. Without giving 
too many spoilers, Gerima superim-
poses a Jay memory flashback on top of 
white women laughing and eating food 
to create an appropriate dichotomy 
between the old and the new.

And within this isolation, Jay faces 

many demons and memories that con-
tinuously haunt him.

Filmmaker Gerima also does a great 
job of only showing you what he wants 
you. You aren’t really sure how many 
houses have been gentrified or the 
extent of the neighborhood change. You 
just hear the construction. The white 
people in the movie are purposefully 
given no depth. Many of the black char-
acters too. But there is enough depth 
within Jay’s inner circle that stimulates 
interest in the events to come.

The movie was well worth a watch. 
It shows gentrification from a point of 
view that is often left untold when econ-

omists and policymakers are discussing 
what to do about it. There is a personal 
story to be told for every house, every 
neighborhood, and every person who 
has ever been economically forced be-
tween a rock and a hard place.
    It is also impressive that the Mam-
moth Lakes Film Festival got an 
early screening of a movie that Netflix 
claimed for itself earlier in the year.

Tickets are $8 and the movie will be 
shown on September 16. This is the debut 
movie for the Mammoth Lakes Film Fes-
tival which runs from September 16-20.

MLFF GOES VIRTUAL 

JaCari Dye as “young Jay” in Residue
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SHEET SURVEY
The Sheet asked people on the street: How do you feel about eating indoors? 
With restaurants getting the ‘green light’ to seat people indoors...

“I don’t think it’s the right step with the num-
bers the way they are”    
            
         - Samantha Basalari, Traveler

LOCAL BRIEFS
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STILL FEATURING

$1,500 OFF!

Call today and find out how easy it is to own a New Sundance Spa!
1401 Tavern Rd. Mammoth Lakes 

(760) 924-3091 • mammothspacreations.com
Licensed- Bonded-Insured. CA. Lic. 849466 

THANK YOU!!
To our loyal customers for allowing us to take care of your 

pool and spa maintenance needs druing this time of  
uncertainty, and to our hard working employees!

On select models, contact shop for details.

“I don’t really eat at restaurants anyways. 
Yeah, I never eat out.”    
            
  -Isaac Gillman, Mammoth Lakes 

“I personally am still not going to eat in a 
restaurant, it is still so nice out. But I’m glad 
the restaurants can get more business”    
       - Brooke M., Tuolumne

“I’m going to wait it out to be honest. It is 
not an issue right now because the weather is 
great.” 
  - Sean Galloway, Mammoth Lakes 

“I think it’s about time to go and enjoy some 
of the things we used to enjoy. Stop being 
afraid. Oh, and wash your hands”    
          - Laurie Carr, Seattle

“I’m happy that restaurants are still finding 
ways to survive and thrive but I wouldn’t feel 
safe eating inside”    
             - Katie M., Mammoth Lakes 

“I don’t think there is a restaurant worth eat-
ing inside in Mammoth Lakes”    

      - Chip Powell, Mammoth Lakes

“I’m happy to see restaurants opening back 
up. But I would still eat outside”    
            
          - Ryan Wood, Mammoth Lakes 



LOCAL BRIEFS
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continued from page 4
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We are working hard to clean up the places that you love,
but there is more work to be done.

Help us extend our Trail Ambassadors’ work into the 
fall to address impacts of the 2020 summer season.

Make a donation online at 

FriendsoftheInyo.org/TrashFriendsoftheInyo.org/Trash

has changed its request for road ease-
ments with designations that allow OHVs 
on them, to just road easements. If the 
project just concerns easements, the 
USFS would not need to do the same 
level of analysis of the environmental 
impacts. If Inyo County wants to change 
the road usage after obtaining the ease-
ments, it would also need to prepare an 
environmental review under the Califor-
nia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
The difference between the USFS vs. Inyo 
County doing an environmental review is 
the scope and depth of the environmen-
tal review. 

Inyo County was the CEQA lead for the 
Adventure Trails Program (A-T) and it 
narrowed the scope of the Environmen-
tal Impact Report (EIR) to consider only 
environmental impacts on the road itself, 
i.e. the road and the shoulders. That nar-
row view failed to identify and address 
impacts to the adjacent public lands and 
natural resources where significant envi-
ronmental damage would be i.e. beyond 
the trailheads and the land beside the 
road. That is why the Center for Biologi-
cal Diversity and Public Employees for 
Environmental Responsibility sued the 
County for an inadequate EIR. 

After combing through documents 
received through a Freedom of Infor-
mation Act request, it is clear that the 
actual goal of the easement request is to 
expand the Adventure Trails Program 
and not to facilitate road maintenance. 
By breaking the project up into two steps: 
1) obtain easements first and then 2) 
make the change to allow OHVs on them, 
the County can narrow the scope of the 
environmental review once again to look 
at just impacts to the roads and their 
shoulders. Whereas the USFS would con-
sider the broader impacts to public lands 
as part of the decision whether or not to 
allow OHVs, the County won’t.

The USFS would be creating an en-
forcement and maintenance nightmare 
for itself if it grants Inyo County these 
easements. Inyo County will market 
the Adventure Trails Program. Imagine 
500,000 OHVs coming to Inyo County 
annually instead of 50,000 (per 2015 Inyo 
NF survey). Kern County OHV riding 
areas attract over 800,000 OHV visitors a 
year. Just with the current level of OHV 
activity a local Inyo citizen’s group has 
documented 80 instances of trespass and 
damage over the last 6 months. 

While the A-T Program is a popular 
idea for some, it is controversial due to 
its potential for damage to our natural 
resources, illegal trespass, incursions into 
wilderness, conflicts with other types 
of recreation, and the added burden of 
increased number of visitors, vegetation 
repair, and law enforcement on the USFS, 
BLM, and NPS. We need to take a hard 
look at those impacts before deciding 
what is best for the public.

Lynn Boulton
Chair Range of Light Group

Toiyabe Chapter, Sierra Club

More than hot water 

The following was penned this week 
regarding water issues surrounding Mono 
Lake to the Mono Board of Supervisors. 

Dear Members of the Board,

I wanted to send a letter to follow-up 
on the 9/1/20 meeting discussion of my 
recent correspondence to the Board 

regarding the mismanagement of the 
DeChambeau Ponds and Wilson Creek. 
Specifically, I want to address comments 
made by Bartshe Miller, Eastern Sierra 
Policy Director of the Mono Lake Com-
mittee. 

Mr. Miller is correct in saying that the 
artesian hot well is one source of water 
for the ponds and that the delivery 
system for the hot water is currently rup-
tured and is aiding in the degradation of 
the ponds. However, by his mentioning 
that the hot water issue was not in-
cluded in my previous letter, he seemed 
to be implying that I was attempting to 
mislead the Board into thinking that 
the creek flow is the only issue when 
according to his explanation, the whole 
problem is the hot water leak.

In reality, based on the knowledge 
and memory of many long-time locals, 
as well as available public documents, 
both Wilson Creek water and the hot 
artesian well are critical sources of water 
for maintenance of the pond habitat. The 
current and most urgent matter is the 
dramatic reduction in flows in Wilson 
Creek, and this is the reason for the most 
recent destruction we have seen.

Mr. Miller has raised the important 
issue of the hot pipe leak, and this allows 
me to explain the background of this 
aspect of the problem. Though Mr. Miller 
rightly raised it as a concern, he did not 
adequately explain the history or real 
problems behind this issue. In my opin-
ion, he did more to mislead the Board 
by implying that the hot water issue is 
the real reason the ponds are currently 
drying up, and wildlife habitat is actively 
being destroyed. 

The first thing I want to make clear, is 
that the hot pipe leak has existed for over 
a decade. Due to this leak, hot water has 
not been deliverable to several ponds for 
at least several years, if not longer. I want 
to make it very clear that despite this 
inability to provide hot water, up until 
very recently, the creek water was still 
able to keep several of the ponds viable 
as habitat. 

The hot pipe leak has prevented hot 
water from being able to flow into Pond 
2 for at least five years, and yet despite 
this, over the last five years, Pond 2 has 
been kept full. Even this past winter, and 
as recently as this past April, Pond 2 had 
water in it and was spilling and filling 
Pond 3 as well. In recent winters, people 
have ice-skated on this pond, and I have 
even run into various folks from the 
Mono Lake Committee out on the ponds 
skating. Did they not know they were 
skating on Wilson Creek water? And did 
they not realize it could not have been 
solely the hot water, since it was, after all, 
frozen? 

... Mr. Miller and the MLC appear to be 
preparing to claim that if the hot water 
pipe is repaired, then the entire problem 
at the ponds will be solved. Therefore 
Wilson Creek can continue to be denied 
water and kept precipitously low or even 
completely dry. For the reasons stated 
above, unless this repair is accompa-
nied by a guarantee of a flow of creek 
water to flush the hot water and keep all 
the ponds filled, this will actually spell 
further disaster for the ponds because 
the water will become toxic, and there 
still will not be enough water to fill all the 
ponds. 

Hillary Hansen 
Mono Lake 



A NEW
HOME 

FOR 
FAMILY
FUN

CALL TO SCHEDULE A PRIVATE TOUR.

HIGHLY ANTICIPATED NEW FLOORPLANS & ARCHITECTURAL STYLES NOW AVAILABLE! 
Luxury Mountain Retreats With Miles of Trails, Open Space & Room To Breathe Near Mammoth Mountain.Luxury Mountain Retreats With Miles of Trails, Open Space & Room To Breathe Near Mammoth Mountain.

UP TO 3 BEDS & FLEX ROOM. UP TO 2,152 SQ. FT. • SALES (760)-934-3334 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM

All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalBRE #01812140.All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalBRE #01812140.
2020. All rights reserved.2020. All rights reserved.

ANOTHER LUXURY DEVELOPMENT BY THE CHADMAR GROUP
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