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Crystal Dunbar and Sarah Thompson cleaning up the Gorge in Bish-
op on Tuesday as part of the Bishop Area Climbers Coalition/Friends 
of the inyo cleanup day. Both are Med surg nurses at Northern Inyo 
Hospital. For more photos from the cleanup, see page 15.
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WALKER BURNS - 96 STRUCTURES LOST COVEXING 
Mono goes Red, businesses bleed red 

The scene looking south down US 395 from the Walker General Store on Tuesday afternoon. The Mountain 
View fire ripped through the eastern side of the town, destroying ~60 homes and temporarily displacing 400.

Earlier this week, Mono 
County was assigned to 
Tier 2 (Red) within the 

California Blueprint for a safer 
economy. The reassignment (a 
Covid danger designation) was 
one of many among Califor-
nia counties as the Covid-19 
pandemic continues to spike 
throughout the state. When 
the dust settled, 41 counties 
had been placed into the most 
restrictive tier, Tier 1 (Purple), 
11 were in Tier 2, 4 including 
Inyo County remain in Tier 3 
(orange) and two, Alpine Coun-
ty and Mariposa County are in 
Tier 4 (Yellow). 

Mono County’s re-designa-
tion was the result of a rela-
tively steep increase in cases 
throughout the county over 
the past few weeks. On the first 
of the month, total cases were 
at 189; by the 18th, the total 
was 234. County public health 
officials had expressed con-
cern in recent weeks over the 
increased new caseload, which 
doubled with each passing 
week. 

This increase is independent 
of the outbreak at the Moun-
tain Warfare Training Center 
north of Bridgeport, where a 
total of 259 positive cases have 
been reported. Mono County 
filed an adjudication request to 
the state in an attempt to keep 
the Training Center’s numbers 
separate from the county’s 
as the incident at MWTC has 
remained isolated to that loca-
tion. 

The tier reshuffling comes 

as the nation grapples with 
widespread increases in cases, 
hospitalizations and deaths. 
On Wednesday, November 
18, Johns Hopkins University 
reported that overall a quarter 
of a million citizens had died 
as a result of the pandemic, 
surpassing a grim benchmark 
estimated by White House 
Coronavirus Taskforce leader 
Dr. Anthony Fauci back in 
March. 

Moving to the Red Tier has 
consequences for local busi-
ness: indoor capacity for 
restaurants, movie theaters, 
and places of worship will be 
limited to 25%, while gyms and 
fitness centers will operate at 
10% capacity. 

On Tuesday, the Mono 
County Board of Supervisors 
held a joint meeting with Mam-
moth Lakes Town Council to 
discuss the re-classification, 
the impacts it would have on 
the county, and the path for-
ward. The meeting had previ-
ously been scheduled as an 
opportunity to hear an incident 
report from Emergency Opera-
tions Center representative and 
Mammoth Lakes Fire Chief 
Frank Frievalt.

Public Health Officer Tom 
Boo opened the discussion by 
telling the assembled officials 
that the upward trend of Co-
vid-19 cases in Mono County 
follows state and nationwide 
trends. Hospitals around the 
state and region, he explained, 
are being impacted by an 

High wind conditions on 
Tuesday helped to rap-
idly grow a fire sparked 

in Walker, leading to nearly 100 
structures burning down over 
the course of 24 hours, and one 
recorded fatality. 

Three civilians and one fire-
fighter were injured as well. 

 The National Weather 
Service in Reno clocked wind 
speeds over 80 miles per hour 
in the area and in the upper 50s 
and 60s throughout the region.

The incident, now being re-
ferred to as the Mountain View 
Fire, was one of several fires 
to break out on Tuesday. The 
Laura 2 Fire began to burn on 
Tuesday morning near Doyle, 
Calif. in Lassen County; so far 
19 homes and 30 outbuildings 
have been destroyed in the 

2,000-acre blaze. Another fire 
near Vinton, Calif. burned 150 
acres before being contained.

In Nevada, the Pinehaven fire 
broke out in the West Reno area 
of Caughlin Ranch, destroying 
5 homes and heavily damaging 
3 others. Local authorities hope 
to have the blaze under control 
by Friday. 

None wrought the devasta-
tion experienced in Walker.

In Walker, the fire began 
around 12:15 p.m. on Tues-
day afternoon in the vicinity 
of Mountain View BBQ and 
by Wednesday afternoon had 
scorched over 20,000 acres of 
land in the Antelope Valley, 
mostly on the east side of High-
way 395 and in the residential 
neighborhoods of Walker that 
border the highway on that 

side.
The Toiyabe Indian Health 

Clinic in Walker reportedly 
burned down as well as the 
Solid Waste Transfer Station. 

Mono County Sheriff Ingrid 
Braun ordered 395 closed from 
Bridgeport to the Nevada Line 
to prevent danger to travellers 
through the area and initated 
an evacuation order for Walker, 
Topaz, and Coleville residents 
with a temporary evacuation 
point at the Carson Valley Inn 
in Minden, Nevada.

178 residents were at the Inn 
on Tuesday night, 130 the fol-
lowing night. 

Fire crews from Mammoth 
Lakes, Bishop, Big Pine and the 
Mountain Warfare Training 
Center were dispatched to the 
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see LUNCH, page 3

There was some buzz in Mammoth this week that some restaurants might go 
“rogue” and defy the state order to limit indoor-seating to 25% occupancy (as 
dictated by the state’s Red-Tier Covid designation). 

Mammoth Mayor Bill Sauser had clearly heard the rumor, because during 
Wednesday’s Council meeting, he asked staff and fellow Councilmembers what 
recourse the Town had if restaurateurs told the authorities to pound sand. 

Town Attorney Andrew Morris, who also serves as Town Attorney of Truckee, 
said some folks suggested the very same thing this past spring in Truckee. But 
if they don’t like listening to the nice police sergeant telling them to follow the 
rules, said Morris, then a little state agency with the call letters ABC (Alcohol 
Beverage Control) may step in. Faced with the threat of revocation of liquor 
licenses, Morris said the Truckee rebellion was quickly extinguisghed. He said 
he is unaware of a jurisdiction in the state which is disregarding state directives. 

Mammoth Lakes Tourism Executive Director John Urdi made a presentation 
later in the meeting. At first, he appeared as an upside-down apparition. 
About right, since everything about marketing has been turned upside down in 
2020. 

He explained that Mammoth was on record TOT (room tax revenue) pace un-
til the poandemic hit in March. He said TOT revenue from March through June 
came in at $1.28 million, down about $5 million year-over-year.

Then we set TOT records in July and August. 
Talk about Jekyll and Hyde. 
Urdi said he budgeted 2020-2021 at 60% of noirmal for lodging and retail and 

70% for restaurants and the ski area. 
“We will make cuts if we trend below budget,” he said. That has not occurred 

as yet.  
In addition to charter service to Burbank, Carlsbad and Hawthorne which will 

be supplied this winter by Advanced Airlines, Mammoth will also boast com-
mercial service via United Airlines to Los Angeles, San Francisco and Denver. 

United will have 14 scheduled flights/week this winter, down from 21/week 
last year. 6 weekly flights to LA, and 4 each to San Francisco and Denver 

He said the Eastern Sierra Interpretive Assn. will have the Welcome Center 
open as of Friday, November 20. 

My favorite part of the meeting, of course, came after the presentation, when 
Councilmembers literally clamored to tell Urdi how great he was.  

John Wentworth: I want to thank the MLT team for all their hard work. They’re 
doing good things for the community. 

Lynda Salcido: I couldn’t agree more. “It must’ve been so hard to tell people 

not to come,” she said. That’s right. Damn tough to tell marketers not to market. 
The equivalent of telling Trump not to tweet. 

I ... can’t ... stop ... bullshitting. Don’t ... make .... me ... stop. 
Bill Sauser: I appreciate the ability to be nimble that’s built into the organiza-

tion. 
How’s this for nifty? They’re putting a mask icon on all their advertising!
By the way, I had a chuckle when my daughter sat me down to watch “Teen 

Beach Movie 2” with her. The film came out in 2015. The opening musical num-
ber? ‘Best Summer Ever.” Ha! We don’t need a pricey ad agency. We just need to 
co-opt Disney flicks. 

My response to Gary Guenther, whom I generally find clever and convincing. 
Your letter (on page four) is a bit weak. Here’s why. 

When you think about administering an election, it’s a very difficult and 
daunting task. One can predictably expect that it’s not going to be perfect. But 
election officials are damn well trying to make it as perfect as can be. Give ‘em 
that much. 

And it was the same system that elected Donald Trump in the first place. 

• Open for Dine In and Take Out
• Everyday from 7 am - 2 pm
• Breakfast Served all Day
• Daily Lunch Specials
• Fresh Baked Biscuits and Pies

Come H
ome to t

 e Stove

Our h
omemade 

clas
sics,

 plus
 some new, modern updates!

644 OLD MAMMOTH RD, MAMMOTH LAKES • (760) 934-2821
thestoverestaurantmammoth.com
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GUNTER PASSES

Mammoth Mountain opened the 2020/2021 Ski Season on Friday, No-
vember 13 and the scene was a mix of both new and old. Opening day was 
previously scheduled for November 14. When The Sheet arrived at 7:30 a.m., 
one hour prior to lifts starting, parking was still available within easy walk-
ing distance of Main Lodge and the crowds were generally thinner than they 
had been at the same time during previous opening days. Main Lodge had 
no crowds to speak of indoors, and the line at the ticket booths was non-
existent. After 8:30 came and went with no one headed up Chair 1, a host 
told The Sheet that high winds, 50+ mph in the parking lot and greater than 
70 mph up the mountain, meant that any chairs running up the mountain 
wasn’t possible at the time. Chair 11, Discovery Chair, was the only chair op-
erating by the time 9 a.m. rolled around. The people at the front of the line at 
Chair 1 informed The Sheet that they had driven up from Southern Califor-
nia to attend opening day; two said that they had queued up at 6:30 a.m. to 
snag the opening spot while the other two had  arrived at 7 a.m. 
       -Page 
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If Mr. Trump had serious issues with the 
system, he had four years to tackle it - not 
complain about it in the months leading 
up to the election because he feared he 
might lose. Or really, what he feared was 
that he’d awakened a slumbering giant. 
He’s really good at inspiring his support-
ers. He’s also really good at pissing off his 
enemies. Pissed ‘em off enough so they’d 
vote en masse. Bummer for him. 

Georgia just recounted. 14,000-vote dif-
ference at the outset. Hand recount didn’t 
change the outcome. 

Statistically, it’s very difficult to imagine 
overturning results in other states like 
Michigan where the spread was more than 
100,000 votes. 

By comparison, Al Gore accepted a loss 
in the 2000 presidential election which 
was determined by a 537-vote margin 
Florida.

Richard Nixon accepted defeat in 1960 
when there was suspicion of widespread 
voter fraud in Illinois. 

Both these gentlemen had far better 
reasoin to kvetch than Mr. Trump has 
right now. 

In the same vein ... if you’re a Democrat, 
you’d probably want to press to eliminate 
the Electoral College and make the presi-
dency a contest determined by national 
popular vote. Because that would more 
properly weight our votes. 

Consider. In the Electoral College, 
California has 55 electors representing a 
population of 39.5 million. One elector for 
every 718,000 Californians.

Wyoming gets just three electors. But 
then, its population is about 579,000. 
That’s one elector for every 193,000 Wyo-
ming residents. 

So in presidential politics, a Califor-
nian’s vote is worth 1/3 to 1/4 of a Wyo-
ming resident’s vote. Ludicrous. 

Equally ludicrous is being a Republican 
in California, since California is utterly 
dominated  by the Democratic party. A 
vote for Mr. Trump isn’t even worth 1/3 to 
1/4 of anything in California. It’s com-
pletely worthless. 

Conclusion: Mr. Guenther, you know 
better. Humans are fallible and the sys-
tem’s not perfect. For anybody. But it’s 
pretty good. And for Trump to sow such 
doubt, and to fire the Cybersecurity guy 
for doing his job too well is not George 
H.W. Bush league. It’s just bush league. 

Sometimes you lose. Even The Donald. 

        OPENING SOON!

Great Holiday Gifts         
Locals-Only Deals
High Quality & Exclusive Products
 
WWW.MAMMOTHHOLISTICS.COM
101 Old Mammoth Road
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

C10-0000617-LIC

Mammoth   Holistics   is   Mammoth   Lakes’   
 Newest   Legal   Cannabis   Store.  Shop for... 

NEW YEAR, SAME FEEL

Longtime MMSA CFO Nick Gunter 
died this week. Gunter deserves as much 
credit as anyone for turning Dave McCoy’s 
Mammoth dreams into reality. We’ll have 
a full obituary in an upcoming issue. 



LETTERS
Evil Media

Dear Editor,

The media assigns you your political 
views.

Fear is more persuasive than facts; 
facts do not matter.

The public may soon become aware 
that massive voter fraud has occurred in 
this election as well as in our past.  

The major media polls showed Biden 
easily winning the presidency by as 
much as 17 points with major gains in 
the house and senate. Why should any 
American trust the media organizations 
when their “scientific polling data” was 
so far off? Was this an error or was it 
intentional?  Studies have consistently 
shown that when one candidate has a 
large lead in the polls, the money and 
enthusiasm go to that candidate giving 
them an advantage over their opponent. 
The Democrats spent 2.5 times more 
money on the 2020 campaign than the 
Republicans.

The process is clear in the US Consti-
tution that each state determines who 
won, not the media. The AP web page, 
election services: “From polling data 
you can trust to race calls that count and 
coverage in all 50 states, our customers 
depend on us from the campaign trail 
to the final tally.” All media, including 
the owners of AP, have strong political 
opinions and biases; they are not fair 

more LETTERS, page 5
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                  Message paid for by Mono County Tobacco Educa�on Program 

BECOME ONE.

GREEN
BUSINESS

EASTERN SIERRA

SAVE MONEY. BE A GREEN LEADER.
INCREASE BUSINESS.

Be a part of the Eastern Sierra business community that is 
conserving California’s valuable resources and protecting 
the environment. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
760-934-4650, greenbusinessca.org, greenbiz@highsierraenergy.org
Certifying businesses in both Mono and Inyo counties.

$500 INCENTIVE REBATE

and balanced.
In 2012 The Pew Research Center did 

a study on our voter register system and 
found 24 million, one of every eight voter 
registrations in the United States were no 
longer valid or were significantly inac-
curate, also that 2.75 million people had 
registrations in more than one state.

Justified by the virus, many gover-
nors changed their election systems to 
provide all registered voters unsolicited 
mail-in ballots in 2020 where in the past 
one would have to request such a ballot. 
A California State Superior Court has 
ruled that Gov. Gavin Newsom abused 

his authority by issuing an executive or-
der that required vote-by-mail ballots be 
sent to all registered voters. For the mil-
lions of voters who received unsolicited 
mail-in ballots, a minority will commit 
fraud. The payoff is huge and the odds of 
getting caught are near zero. People do 
not go in person to the polls and commit 
voter fraud, it is via mail.

Owners of the voting machines have 
a strong interest in who wins elections. 
They also have the ability to hack their 
software affecting the results with near 
zero chance they would get caught. The 
politicians of both parties have recog-

nized this for years. There have been 
serious allegations concerning the cred-
ibility of the Dominion voting systems. 
Mono and Inyo counties both use these 
systems.

The election results are being disput-
ed. Over the next several days evidence 
will be produced and the courts will be 
involved. We do not know what evidence 
and proof will come forward and if it fac-
tually supports claims of massive fraud. 
We are in the middle of a process seeking 
truth that must play out.

The Democrats should welcome this 
scrutiny if they believe that Biden is the 
winner as it will give him more legitima-
cy and thus power. Letting the system, 
not the media, decide the winner is how 
it should be.  

In the coming weeks the ability and 
sophistication of our media to brainwash 
the public will be on full display. Those 
who want to look into the integrity of our 
election system will be marginalized. 

The media has already primed the 
public to believe without question that 
Biden has won the election before all 
the ballots have even been counted or 
the results certified. Once this frame, 
that Biden won is established in peo-
ple’s minds it is nearly impossible to 
change it. The narrative is what matters, 
not facts. This is the same media that 
convinced Democrats that Trump said 
Nazis were “very fine people” when
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LETTERS
continued from page 4

County and Mammoth Lakes Small 
Business Communities as well.

The restaurant and small business 
community will not survive in the 
Purple (most restrictive Covid) Tier. We 
are requesting both the Town of Mam-
moth Lakes and Mono County do every-
thing in their power to fight to keep our 
businesses in the Red Tier. We are also 
asking for our political leadership (both
County & Town) to petition the state 
to make exemptions that would move 
Mono County back to the Orange Tier.

The Purple Tier completely eliminates 
indoor dining, leaving outdoor dining 
as the only option; while many coun-
ties in California are able to operate 
year-round outdoor dining, with our 
mountain climate that is simply not an 
option. If Mono County is moved into 
the Purple Tier, multiple restaurants 
and small businesses in our community 
will be forced to close, eliminating a 
significant amount of jobs and devastat-
ing our local economy. Being reduced 
to outdoor dining in Mammoth Lakes/
Mono County means closure of res-
taurants and laying off employees. Our 
skilled workforce that has been heavily 
invested in by our operators will then 
be forced to leave the area to seek other 
opportunities.

Mono County and Mammoth Lakes 
completely shut down visitation and 
nonessential businesses March 15 – 
June 15. During this time, businesses 
could survive financially due to pro-
grams such as the PPP (Payment Protec-
tion Program), CARES Act and Federal 

challenging social distancing and safety 
protocols. Our guest experience will 
also suffer, raising concerns that guests 
who had frustrating experiences will not 
return.

We are asking for an alignment of 
goals between public health concerns 
and the small business community. 
Restricting businesses to the point 
they need to shut down is not a viable 
solution for our community, particu-
larly if local businesses do not seem 
to be a catalyst for the spread of the 
virus. We need to focus on how to safely 
stay open, which our industry has so 
diligently done throughout the summer 
months. If restaurants or businesses 
are not operating safely and following 
guidelines they should be reprimanded 
appropriately. However, a widespread 
shutdown and restriction on the res-
taurants and business community is 
unacceptable; there must be a clear un-
derstanding that without small business 
there is no Town of Mammoth Lakes or 
Mono County.

As mentioned at the beginning of 
this statement, we urgently request that 
every single one of you, as our elected 
officials, fight for our business commu-
nity to remain—at a minimum—in the 
Red Tier, and to petition, fight, or litigate 
to return us to the Orange Tier.

Mammoth Lakes Restaurant Assn. 
Steering Committee

stimulus for unemployed workers. 
Those options are no longer available.

This is the time of year that our 
businesses start to see an increase in 
economic activity that sustains them 
through the slow times. If we are moved 
to the Purple Tier, our businesses will 
be forced to make a number of difficult 
decisions. Those decisions include:

a. Closure (some permanently)
b. Stay Open within the guidelines, 

but run at a drastic financial loss
c. Stay Open, but take the chance 

of operating outside the guidelines 
because they will be subject to financial 
ruin if they operate within them.

It is our understanding that we 
have moved to the Red Tier based on 
an uptick in cases. The cause for this 
uptick in cases is due to mobility (locals 
traveling outside the community) and 
private gatherings. Mobility and private 
gatherings are not related to our busi-
ness operations. So why are we devas-
tating small businesses and restaurants 
with harsh, unrealistic regulations and 
restrictions that will force us to close 
and raise unemployment when it will 
not solve how cases are being transmit-
ted in our community?

If we move to the Purple Tier, the lack 
of services for visiting guests to Mam-
moth Lakes/Mono County will strain 
the few businesses that have the ability 
to stay open. During our peak occupan-
cy there will be a limitation of services 
and therefore a compression of people, 

he said the opposite. That Trump falsely 
encouraged people to drink bleach, that 
Trump colluded with Russia to win in 
2016, etc.

The media has convinced Democrats 
that Trump is an existential threat to 
civilization, a Hitler-like authoritarian. 
This hate towards Trump is unlike any 
hate towards any other modern political 
leader. The public are brainwashed by 
the media that it is a moral imperative 
to take him out, anything is justified, 
legal or not, because his personality is 
such a threat to civilization.

A possible scenario is Trump will 
prove his case in court that the election 
was stolen, based on facts. The main-
stream media will ignore the factual 
bases for the rulings and disappear 
the story. Half the country will know 
the election was stolen and the other 
half will not care it was stolen because 
Trump was such an evil leader. A major-
ity of the people will learn that rampant 
election fraud from both political par-
ties has existed in our voting systems 
and that the will of the people has 
already been removed from our democ-
racy. Big tech and the media elites are 
running the show.

 
Gary Guenther

Mammoth Lakes

Without orange, there can be no black 

This statement is presented primarily 
on behalf of the Mammoth Lakes Res-
taurant industry, but includes the Mono 

Purchase your 20/21 Tamarack Cross-Country Ski Season 
Pass for $299 (adult) and  enjoy unlimited access to 19+ 
miles (30+ km) of secluded, groomed cross-country  ski 
trails in the beautiful Mammoth Lakes Basin. 

Ikon Pass holders, call 800.MAMMOTH to purchase your XC 
pass with special pricing. Hurry – sale ends November 25.

LIMITED-TIME SALE ON TAMARACK SEASON 
PASSES – SAVE UP TO $80 NOW



see BRIEFS, page 10
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LOCAL BRIEFS

For more information and to apply:

townofmammothlakes.ca.gov
(760) 965-3663

JOB OPENINGS

Temporary Parks 
Maintenance Worker

WINTER
$19.23 – $22.26/hr

Recreation Facilities Staff 
ICE RINK

$14.35 – $15.82/hr
 Barber Shop 

Barber Ellen McDonald 
Every Tuesday by appt. only 

Regular Haircuts I Military Cuts I Fades 
Local/Active Military Discounts 

Station in the Inyo National Forest.  He 
remained a volunteer with the Forest 
Service through 2009.  In a addition to 
many other certificates of appreciation 
and excellence, in 1998, Howard was 
awarded an Award for Superior Service 
from the United States Department of 
Agriculture for his heroic efforts in sav-
ing the life of a coworker at the White 
Mountain Ranger Station. 

For decades, he was also the Sec-
retary on two HOA Boards and one 
Water Company Board in both Inyo 
and Mono County.

Howard’s many character traits 
will be missed.  He was known for his 
tremendous love of animals, he was an 
encyclopedia of knowledge regarding 
the Eastern Sierra, was known for his 
giving and kind nature, was subtlety a 
jokester, only saw the positive traits of 
people and no person will forget a Jeep 
ride with him if they had one. 

He was preceded into death by 
his parents, loving uncles and aunts, 
and his brave cousin Edward.  He 
is survived by his ex-wife, daughter, 
son, daughter-in-law, son-in-law, two 
grandsons, three granddaughters and 
cat “Smokey”. 

A memorial date is pending. The 
family would like to extend its thanks 
to the medical staff at Mammoth and 
Bishop Hospitals, staff at Pioneer 
Home Health Care and Hospice and 
Howard’s many friends who visited 
and helped him to the end.

Howard William Grice Jr., 87 
years of age, of Bishop, CA, 
passed away peacefully on 

October 6th, 2020 at his residence, he 
was surrounded by family. Howard 
was born on October 17th, 1932 at the 
Franklin Hospital in San Francisco, 
CA. His father, Howard William Grice 
Sr., and mother, Mary Grice, welcomed 
and loved their only child into this 
world.  

The family relocated to Los Angeles, 
CA.  He graduated from Eagle Rock 
High School in 1951 and received his 
Associate in Arts degree majoring in 
Forestry from John Muir College in 
Pasadena, CA. He served honorably in 
the US Army as a Military Policeman 
in 1955 and 1956. Howard worked for 
the Forest Service in the Los Padres 
National Forest, Angeles National For-
est and Swan Lake National Forest in 
the 1950’s. 

He later met the love of his life while 
working for the same employer.  The 
two married in 1965 and settled in 
Eagle Rock, CA.  They had a daughter 
and son together.  He started his career 
in telecommunications with Western 
Electric Company in 1957. Western 
Electric would later become Pacific 
Bell Telephone Company and finally 
AT&T.  He worked in downtown Los 
Angeles and was a communications 
technician. 

He divorced in 1987 and moved to 
Bishop, CA. In 1987 he became a vol-
unteer for the White Mountain Ranger 

OBITUARY
  HOWARD GRICE 1932-2020

3rd Round Grant recipients 

On June 17, the Mammoth Lakes 
Town Council approved a Business 
Assistance Program to provide grants 
to small businesses adversely affected 
by COVID-19. Investing Town funds 
into small, local businesses serves an 
important governmental purpose of 
providing much needed economic re-
lief during these unprecedented times. 

The Town’s primary goals with the 
Business Assistance Program are to 
retain jobs, preserve active, tenanted 
commercial spaces, prevent blight in 
the Town’s commercial sectors, and 
assist in sustaining the local economy.

The Town has completed three (3) 
rounds of funding for the Program 
which has resulted in a total award of 
$294,500. Round 3 recipients include:

 
Base Camp Café 
Bluebird Imaging
Healing Arts Centre
Lake Mary Marina/Barrett LLC
Lynch Hospitality Services
Mammoth Creek Inn
Mammoth Mountain Reservations
Mountain Living
Smoketree Massage & Apothecary
The Sierra Light Gallery
 
The Town does not have any addi-

tional funding for this program, Any 
future programs or funding opportu-
nities will be broadcasted as a Public 
Service Announcement.

We’re number ??? 

The Conde Nast Traveler 2020 Read-
ers’ Choice Top 30 Ski Resorts, released 
on November 19 and sent to The Sheet 
by a loyal reader. 

30. Keystone
29. Sunday River 
28. Squaw Valley 
27. Big Sky
26. Copper 
25. Crested Butte
24. Heavenly
23. Winter Park 
22. Mont Tremblant 
21. Snowmass 
20. Stowe
19. Sugarloaf 
18. Breckinridge 
17. Jackson Hole 
16. Northstar
15. Steamboat
14. Buttermilk
13. Waterville Valley
12. Beaver Creek
11. Whistler-Blackcomb
10. Ski Santa Fe
9.   Taos 
8.   Park City 
7.   Vail 
6.   Sun Valley

5.   Telluride 
4.   Aspen 
3.   Aspen Highlands
2.   Banff
1.   Deer Valley 

Hmm ... maybe people who like 
Mammoth just don’t read Conde Nast. 
Or reply to surveys. Buttermilk? Ski 
Santa Fe? C’mon. 

Christmas Tree Permits 

From Inyo National Forest Public 
Information Officer Deb Schweizer: 
Christmas Tree Permits are online this 
year:

For permits for the Humboldt-Toi-
yabe National Forest: visit Recreation.
gov and search for the Humboldt-Toi-
yabe National Forest Christmas Tree 
Permits (https://www.recreation.gov/
tree-permits/0b7eb323-ebc7-11ea-
98dd-e638fec87f2e).

For permits for the Bishop BLM Field 
Office: visit https://forestproducts.blm.
gov/

Update on 395 slayings
 
Last week, The Sheet reported on the 

double homicide of William and Yes-
enia Larsen, both of Burbank, that took 
place along U.S 395 about ten miles 
north of Bridgeport. 

The couple were found on the side of 
the highway by a snowplow driver on 
an early morning run and there is still 
no reason to believe that Bridgeport 
or Mono County is in any continued 
danger as a result.

This week, authorities (Redding and 
Carson City police) speculated on a 
potential link between the Larsen ho-
micide and the disappearance of a 26 
year-old Redding man this past June. 

Jered Stefansky left Redding on 
June 19, 2020 driving a rental car and 
headed to Carson City for a marijuana 
transaction with William Larsen. The 
price tag of the deal was apparently 
$400,000. 

Stefansky was apparently going to 
pick up cash from Larsen that would 
be used to purchase marijuana and 
ship it to Pennsylvania. 

Larsen and his wife, then known as 
Yesenia Arriaga, were both arrested 
in 2018 in Pennsylvania for posses-
sion of 84 lbs of marijuana and 1,200 
THC vape cartridges. Larsen served 6 
months of a year deal while Arriaga en-
tered and completed a drug diversion 
program. 

In June, Larsen told investigators 
that Stefansky never showed up for 
their meeting. 

In interviews, Stefansky’s relatives 
have said that they have become wor-
ried about their own safety since the 



We’re almost back to where we 
started. 

It’s taken 13 years, but Mam-
moth real estate valuations are finally 
returning to 2007 levels. 

Local Real Estate Broker/Appraiser 
Matthew Lehman told The Sheet this 
week that sales volume for homes and 
condominiums spiked in September and 
October. Sales volume for homes was 
121% above its ten-year average in Sep-
tember. For condos, sales were still 75% 
above the ten-year average in October. 

You may read Lehman’s title above 
and say, “I thought Lehman got out of 
Appraisals.” 

Lehman says he’s back to doing Ap-
praisals (as of two months ago) because 
of market pressure - the relative lack of lo-
cal inspectors and appraisers and service 
providers has literally slowed the escrow 

REAL ESTATE’S FALL SURGE

Graphs courtesy Matthew Lehman 
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process. “It’s hard getting to close,” ob-
served Lehman. 

Another thing he’s noticed: Sellers leav-
ing California for other states. 

And in terms of buyers: We’re seeing a 
lot more folks from the Bay Area - people 
looking beyond Tahoe. Lehman estimates 
the Southern California/Bay Area buyers’ 
mix to be approximately 75/25 at this 
point. 

For many buyers, there is two-pronged 
incentive. The first is inflation. The 
thought is that Covid and further fis-
cal stimulus will place upward pressure 
on interest rates. In inflationary times, 
“There’s no better place to be than in real 
estate,” says Lehman. 

The second incentive. The rock-bottom 
interest rates which still haven’t reacted 
to anticipated inflation, giving buyers the 
ability to reach for more. 

By Lunch 

3516 MAIN STREET 
Corner of Sierra Blvd. and Main St., Mammoth Lakes

morrisonsrestaurantandbar.com
760-934-7427

OPEN
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Full- and part-time Transportation Security Officers at 

Mammoth Yosemite Airport (MMH) 
Apply online: tsajobs.tsa.dhs.gov 
Text: “TSO” to 95495
or email: HelpDesk@mailserver-hraccess.tsa.dhs.gov

ENSURING
SAFE TRAVELS
Join us as a Transportation Security 
Officer (TSO) and discover the rewards of a 
public service career with integrity, respect, 
commitment — and great federal benefits.

Pay starts at

$17.65
  PER HOUR*
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One potential drag on the local econo-
my - the long-term rental market con-
tinues to be disincentivized, particularly 
because Covid-related measures meant 
to protect tenants from eviction have had 
the adverse effect of leaving homeown-
ers holding the bag, unable to collect 
rents. Restrictive laws on collections and 
evictions and rent increases have made 
landlords more wary. 

The upshot? Even more incentive for 
landlords to turn units into nightly rent-
als. 

“If you have a two-bedroom condo, it’s 
gone in a day,” said Lehman. And they’re 
usually being listed about 5-10% above 
what they were going for even three 
months ago. 
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This image, taken from the  Mountain View Fire incident report created by Mono County, shows the fire damage to structures in 
the Walker area. Green dots indicate no damage, blue indicate “affected”, yellow means minor damage, orange is major damage 
and red is completely destroyed. 

FIRE
continued from page 1
incident to assist in managing the 
wildfire. 

Winter weather conditions begin-
ning early Wednesday morning helped 
slow the fire spread as heavy winds 
gave way to snow and rain. 

More than 400 people were ulti-
mately evacuated, a significant portion 
of whom lost their houses to the fire. 
According to Mono County Supervisor 
John Peters, the local fire department 
estimates 20% of the area’s housing has 
been destroyed in the blaze.

The Sheriff’s department also warns 
of downed power lines in the area and 
asks anyone entering the affected to 
area to adhere to Covid-19 protocols. 

Residents along the Eastside have 
pitched in for relief efforts, with groups 
helping to round up livestock in the 
fire area, gathering supplies to distrib-
ute to residents displaced or affected 
by the fire, and putting together a relief 
fund.

On Wednesday at 2 p.m., the Sher-
iff’s office partially lifted the evacua-
tion order for homes on the west side 
of U.S 395; the east side of the highway 
from Eastside Lane to Cunningham 
Lane remains in evacuation status 
until conditions change.

A prohibition was placed on high-
profile vehicles traveling US 395 earlier 
on Tuesday streatching from the Inyo/
Mono county line all the way to the 
Nevada state line as CalTrans District 9 
reported at least two roll-overs on the 
stretch of highway between Lee Vining 

Ellen McDonald 
• Traditional Barber•

Walk-Ins Only 
Wed. - Sat.11-6
Located inside 

Bu(zlNG 
SHEARS 

SAL O N

(760) 965-6420
3325 Main Street 

Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 

and Conway Summit, one of which 
was a big rig that temporarily blocked 
both lanes of the highway. 

The high winds also resulted in 
Southern California Edison de-ener-
gizing a number of circuits throughout 
Mono County. Some outages lasted 

through midnight and into Wednesday 
morning. 

Mono County issued a Public Health 
order on Thursday afternoon regarding 
the Mountain View Fire, coming on the 
heels of a State of Emergency declara-
tion from Governor Gavin Newsom.

New information included in the 
order updates the number of homes 
destroyed to 96, a high percentage of 
which were homes. 

Of the homes that burned, Supervi-
sor John Peters could rattle off a rough 
sketch of some of the folks affected: 
nine homes were either military hous-
ing or civilian employees of the base; 
3 belonged to members of the local 
Lions club; 3 belonged to firefighters.

Peters’ former home on Eastside 
Lane, now owned by Mono County 
Tourism employee Jeff Simpson, 
burned down in the blaze. 

Peters said that the biggest chal-
lenge is going to be temporary hous-
ing for those displaced but indicated 
the County will be creative in finding 
solutions - they have the land to situate 
tiny homes/mobile homes onsite while 
things are getting rebuilt. 

He speculated some may contem-

plate moving out permanently due to 
their age, the hassle of rebuilding, the 
scarring left by fire ... 

The Public Health order warns of 
toxic and dangerous elements pres-
ent in the aftermath of a fire, including 
those released by burned building ma-
terials and household hazardous waste 
(gasoline, paint, pesticides, cleaning 
products, etc.)

As a result, a strict no re-entry policy 
has been adopted regarding evacua-
tion zones, although limited entry for 
gathering possessions may be per-
mitted in coordination with local law 
enforcement. 

In addition, no clean-up can take 
place in the area until the county 
deems it safe to do so and no resources 
to assist with clean-up efforts (fire 
debris bins) will be allocated until the 
county approves of the effort. 

Liberty Utilities has de-energized 
Walker, Coleville and Topaz, and is 
working with local authorities to put 
together a timeline for when power 
can safely be turned back on.

The Mammoth Lakes Chamber of 
Commerce, in tandem with the Mam-
moth Lakes Foundation and Northern 
Mono Chamber of Commerce, has 
created a relief fund for those dis-
placed and affected by the fire. Those 
interested in donating can find the 
link to the organization’s PayPal on the 
Mammoth Lakes Chamber of Com-
merce Facebook page.

Donated supplies will be available 
for pick up at the Meadowcliff KOA 
Lodge on Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. 

Those with larger animals like cows 
and horses are encouraged to bring 
them to the Douglas County Fair-
grounds for shelter. 

Look for more extensive follow-up in 
next week’s issue. 
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News that Mono County would be 
placed into the red tier (wide-
spread Covid disease) by state 

officials got out on Sunday evening. By 
Monday morning, the question on local 
business owners’ minds: how is this go-
ing to impact me?

Mammoth Lakes Lodging and Res-
taurant Associations held back-to-back 
meetings on Monday to discuss potential 
impacts to their respective industries. 
The lodging group also went over the 
finishing touches to a new Town order 
that imposes some new requirements 
on lodging operators while carrying over 
some pieces of the previous order. 

The most significant change imposed 
by the new order changes the guidelines 
for short-term rentals: properties will be 
managed to achieve a 30% vacancy rate 
over the course of each month, with a 
minimum 24-hour gap between guests 
and a minimum of 9 days of vacancy 
across the month. 

Hotels, condos, etc. will be restricted to 
70% occupancy over a 7-day period and 
are encouraged (not required) to have 
a minimum 24-hour gap between stays, 
provided that cleaning requirements are 
met. 

Those include a mandatory 6-hour 
vacancy period for rooms, during which 
time only housekeeping/cleaning may 
enter the room with high-level personal 
protective equipment (PPE). 

In addition, fitness centers may be 
open at 10% capacity but indoor pools, 
jacuzzis, spas, saunas, and the like must 
remain closed per state health guidelines. 

The order only applies to businesses 
within the Town of Mammoth Lakes and 
went into effect on Tuesday. 

Town Manager Dan Holler explained 
that the aim is to get everybody operating 
on a similar 70% occupancy/30% va-
cancy rate as a way to keep enforcement 
and standards relatively consistent across 
the different types of lodging operations.

With the news that the county is head-
ed into the red tier, Holler told the group 

that there are discussions about tighten-
ing up the lodging sector accordingly. 

Holler also detailed how visitors may 
or may not be counted towards the 
countywide total. If someone is here on 
an extended vacation and they develop 
symptoms, there is a likelihood that 
they may count towards the total if they 
have been in the area for long enough. 
If the guest becomes ill after 7-10 days, 
then it can be reasonably assumed that 
they contracted Covid-19 while in Mono 
County, making them a Mono County 
case. 

Mammoth Lakes Mayor Bill Sauser 
asked about how to ratchet back visita-
tion to the county and urged operators 
to build the tier restrictions into plans 
so that they won’t be left scrambling or 
facing fines. 

Sauser also had words for those point-
ing the finger at tourists. “It’s been a great 
irritation to me, hearing on social media 
everybody talking about these lousy tour-
ists coming up and infecting us,” he said, 
“The vast majority [of cases] are being 
transferred by people in Mammoth!”

Lodging Association Chair John Morris 
addressed the issue of second homeown-
ers, who cannot be easily restricted from 
coming to the area. 

“What we saw this summer was an 
awful lot of use by second homeowners 
and friends of 2nd homeowners staying 
[in homes],” Morris said. He advocated 
for issuing a letter to second homeown-
ers, “asking everybody to limit their usage 
during this time because if everybody 
comes up all at once at the same time, 
we’re gonna run into this problem.”

Restaurants down to 25%

Immediately after the Mammoth Lakes 
Lodging Association meeting concluded, 
the Mammoth Lakes Restaurant Associa-
tion began its own meeting, an emer-
gency event scheduled after news got out 
about the county’s new tier status.

Mono County Public Health Officer 

Tom Boo began the discussion, telling 
restaurateurs that the big takeaway is 
a reduction of indoor seating capacity 
to 25% from 50% in the previous tier. 
Outdoor dining and take-out/delivery 
options are not affected by the change. 

Boo also said that additional restaurant 
guidance can be expected from the state, 
with a focus on ventilation and expanded 
mask regulations for employees. 

“The pandemic situation is looking 
very bad nationwide and statewide,” 
Boo said. Reno-area hospitals have 
reportedly been setting up care units in 
parking garages and canceling all elective 
procedures to focus efforts on combating 
Covid-19. 

“At the rate we’re going, I think we’ll 
be qualifying for Purple Tier in the near 
future,” Boo said. He explained that 
the public health department has been 
increasingly frustrated by reports of indi-
viduals not complying with health orders 
and going to work while sick. 

Peter Corcoran, local representative 
for US Foods and co-chair of the restau-
rant association inquired as to how this 
increase differs from what the county 
experienced back in March.

County Public Health Director Bryan 
Wheeler responded, “It’s a much steeper 
amount as far as cases overall, much 
greater acceleration, quicker perpetua-
tion of spreading disease.” 

“A lot of symptomatic people are in line 
[to get tested], we’re getting more calls 
about symptoms. I expect our numbers 
to go up and our goal now is to stay out of 
Purple,” he said.

According to Boo, businesses have to 
comply with the new guidelines within a 
day. “That’s just a real hardship,” Boo said 
of the quick turnaround time. He guessed 
that enforcement of the new regulations 
would lag a few days so that restaurants 
would have time to organize and execute 
a new plan. 

Victoria Farber, owner-operator of 
Giovanni’s and The Stove, asked for some 
sort of card or display item that could 
be posted in and around restaurants to 
inform patrons of the guidelines. 

“We have gotten a lot of calls from 
large parties and they seem confused as 
to why we can’t take their party, even if 
they break up into spaced tables,” Farber 
explained. 

Others asked about setting up ad-
ditional space outside using tents and 
space heaters, a change that would 
require permitting and/or inspections by 
multiple local entities. Ken Brengle of the 
Mammoth Lakes Chamber of Commerce, 
advocated for an expedited process that 
would allow businesses to get outdoor 
operations up and running as soon as 
possible.

In explaining the local cause of the 
cases, Wheeler said that contact tracing 
efforts have become significantly more 
difficult as the individuals contacted have 
withheld info, been intentionally vague 
or even outright lied to the callers. 

“This is quite a problem obviously 
when someone tells us they haven’t had 
contact with individuals and we find out 
they’ve been coaching a soccer team,” 
Wheeler said.

Lorem ipsum dolor 

sit amet, consectetur 

adipiscing elit, sed 

do eiusmod tempor 

Lorem ipsum dolor 

sit amet, consectetur 

adipiscing elit, sed 

do eiusmod tempor 

                             100% Made in the USA

  

88  wweeeekk  
lleeaadd  
ttiimmee

CCoommee  
mmeeeett  
OOlliivvee
mmaassccoott  
aanndd  ssttoorree  
ppuuppppyy!!

  
     

                                                                     OPEN 7:30-2pm     * CLOSED TUESDAYS



LOCAL BRIEFS 
continued from page 6

10  I   LOCAL NEWS                                    www.thesheetnews.com           THE SHEET  I  Saturday, November 21, 2020

Larsens’ bodies were found. 
There is also a belief that the double 

homicide will renew efforts to deter-
mine Stefansky’s whereabouts. 

Stefansky is listed as 26 years old, 
with black hair, green eyes, and weigh-
ing about 135 pounds. His family has 
offered a $25,000 reward for informa-
tion. 

Secret Witness is offering $2,500 for 
information about the Larsen homi-
cide. 

Anyone with information on Stefan-
sky’s disappearance should contact 
the Redding Police Station or Carson 
City Police Station. Information on the 
Larsen Homicide should be directed 
to the Mono County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. 

Tanking for Snow 

In professional sports leagues, it’s 
common for lousy teams to “tank” and 
try to lose as many games aspossible 
to get the top draft pick in the ensuing 
year’s draft. 

In Mammoth, we “tank” when 
there’s so much damn snow that we 
literally can’t get supplies into town. 

Levi Mele, an Area Manager for 
AmeriGas (along with Kyle Muir) 
learned this firsthand during the 
winter of 2019 when his introduction 
to Mammoth involved digging out pro-
pane tanks with his crews every day. 

Mele, who has since moved to town 
with his family, decided that maybe 
it might be wise to plan ahead fortthe 

Dave R Easterby, Agent 
Insurance Lie#: 0H65719 
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Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 
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without restriction in Mammoth Lakes and June Lake.
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State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL 
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

1708136 State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX 

next big winter. 
Some research indicated that ten 

years ago, when Turner Propane ini-
tially installed the Sherwin tank farm, 
it was designed for four tanks. 

Until this week, there were only two. 
Mele and AmeriGas has changed 

that. Two 30,000-gallon tanks, each of 
which cost in the “multiple hundreds 
of thousands,” were delivered to the 

tank farm. 
So rejoice, Mammoth. AmeriGas 

isn’t going to let you freeze to death!
Mele described the tank(s) import as 

a “huge win for the community” which 
will afford Mammoth a few extra days 
of inventory in storm cycles. The added 
benefit being AmeriGas won’t have to 
put drivers on the highways in danger-
ous conditions. 

Mele, who stressed AmeriGas’ 
commitment to partnership with the 
community, also spoke about the com-
pany’s support for The Parcel project, 
as “We struggle to find housing for our 
employees [too].” 

The new tanks ensure future supply 
for not only The Parcel but other devel-
opment projects. 
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This season we are thankful for our 
community for your support. Thank you for  
continuing to do your part to keep us all safe 

since the beginning of the pandemic.

With our gratitude, 
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increase in serious cases and that while 
they are still by and large functioning, 
there is “concern to maintain the capac-
ity and function of California hospital 
systems.” He added that the Reno-area 
hospitals, frequently used by Mammoth 
Hospital and Northern Inyo Hospital for 
transfers, are nearing crisis-level capac-
ity and may not have space for much 
longer. 

Locally, the new outbreak has had its 
largest presence in Mammoth Lakes, 
home to about half of the county’s 
population. But, Boo told the officials, 
there has been increased transmission 
in other areas of the county as well. 
The overall positivity rate (amount of 
positive tests out of the overall tests 
conducted) for the period that the state 
looked at in determining the move to 
the Red Tier was over 5%. If that number 
goes up to and stays at 8%, the county 
will most likely end up in Tier 1. 

That change could happen as early as 
next week. Boo explained that the state 
has pulled its “emergency brake,” a stat-
ute built into its guidelines that allows 
for reduced lag time in determining a 
county’s tier level. “There is no longer 
anything that we can really count on as 
far as what period they’re going to be 
looking at or how often they’re going to 
be making new tier assignments,” Boo 
said. 

Two key areas are not necessarily af-
fected by the emergency brake: schools, 
which may remain open even in the 
most restrictive tier, and the ski indus-
try, for which the state has yet to create 

any guidance. 
Boo said that the mountain’s enforce-

ment of masking and social distancing 
policies had been rigorous to date, with 
one guest evicted and stripped of their 
pass and an employee 
fired for not cooper-
ating with MMSA’s 
guidelines. 

Locally, the drivers 
of the increase in dis-
ease are not the much 
maligned tourists; Boo 
explained that it has 
been locals traveling 
out of the area and re-
turning infected, along 
with a disregard for 
social distancing that 
has created this local 
outbreak. 

“Travel is really risky 
right now,” Boo said, “Travel increases 
the spread of disease. We see it con-
stantly … the state and I are really ask-
ing people to think two or three times 
about traveling out of the region for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas.”

“We ask people to think about the 
community, protecting others,” he 
continued. Boo stressed the danger of 
gathering indoors as it is “probably 20 
times riskier if you’re in proximity to 
someone with Covid … we see that all 
the time, people are getting infected 
from their relatives.”

Mono County must remain in the red 
tier for three weeks without any up-
tick that could push the numbers into 

purple tier range before returning to 
the less restrictive orange tier. If cases 
continue to increase and the county is 
upgraded in status again, most busi-
nesses will be restricted to outdoor-only 

operation, if they are 
allowed to operate in-
person at all. 

In the midst of the 
recent outbreak, pub-
lic outrage has been 
directed at state-level 
elected officials who 
have flouted laws 
which apparently 
only apply to others. 
Members of the state 
legislature, includ-
ing Frank Bigelow, 
who represents Mono 
County, and Andreas 
Borgeas, who repre-

sents Inyo and Mono counties in the 
state senate, flew to Maui to attend a 
conference that brings together politi-
cians and corporate sponsors for what 
the San Francisco Chronicle described 
as “five days of policy discussions and 
schmoozing.”

In addition, Governor Gavin Newsom 
attended a birthday party at the French 
Laundry restaurant over the weekend, 
which featured a relatively large num-
ber of people, none of whom appeared 
to wear masks in photos circulated by 
news outlets. 

Supervisor Jennifer Kreitz referenced 
both incidents during her time to ask 
questions as sources of frustration from 

constituents who see this as an example 
of hypocrisy from elected officials.

Kreitz also pushed for a wider discus-
sion on community support programs, 
such as food banks and clothing drives, 
that may become necessary to prop 
up those who have lost jobs due to the 
increased cutbacks in service. 

“As food gets ramped back down and 
face-to-face service get ramped back 
down, we’re going to have more families 
in need,” she said, “and I’m not sure 
where the EOC is on planning with this. 
We’re not in summer any more, people 
need to heat their homes, and that adds 
another level of cost.”

Mono Supervisors Board Chair Stacy 
Corless asked Public Health Director 
Bryan Wheeler about the possibility 
of rapidly moving into the purple tier, 
to which he responded, “That is defi-
nitely a real possibility if you look at the 
projection of the last 4 weeks … that is 
a possibility and we’re hoping to avoid 
that.”

In other news, Moderna announced 
a Covid-19 vaccine that is 94% effective, 
the second pharmaceutical company 
to put forth a tested vaccine. Pfizer 
also announced updated effectiveness 
of their vaccine, now clocking at 95%. 
Authorities estimate in the range of 40 
million vaccine doses available by the 
end of the year, designated for frontline 
workers and at-risk individuals. Given 
the two-step nature of this vaccine, that 
would be enough to vaccinate 20 mil-
lion people natiowide. 

The state and I are really 

asking people to think 2 

to 3 times about traveling 

out of the region for 

Thanksgiving and 

Christmas

”

“

- Tom Boo 
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Help Wanted

Guest Service Representative Seeking re-
sponsible, reliable personnel for busy rental 
management company. Excellent phone/
customer service skills, attention to detail 
required. Previous reservation or administra-
tion experience required. Full- or Part-time 
positions available, year-round starting im-
mediately, must be able to work weekends. 
Competitive pay and package. Please email 
resume to sarah@mammothreservations.
com

 Housekeepers Full- or Part-time positions 
available, year-round starting immediately, 
must be able to work weekends. Competitive 
pay and package. Experience required, Must 
have vehicle. Call Luis at 760-914-0768 or 
stop by 1914 Meridian Blvd.

 

Work With The Best. Footloose Sports, 
nationally recognized as a top 60 retailer, 
is hiring for the upcoming season. We are 
seeking a staff who work as hard as they 
play. We’re looking for responsible individu-
als, passionate about winter sports, and 
motivated to provide the best in customer 
service. We have full and part-time posi-
tions open in our sales, rental and ski repair 
departments. We are offering great pay DOE, 
discounts and flexible hours, in progressive 
work environment. Call us at 760.934.2400. 
Go to our website at www.footloosesports.
com or e-mail your resume to footloose@
footloosesports.com to schedule an inter-
view.   

         NO CLASS-IFIEDS

Sierra Employment Services, Inc.
is hiring for the following positions

HR Assistant B - $18
Medical Front Desk B - $16.16
Hotel Front Desk PT  ML - $14

GL/Grnd Shovelers  ML & B - $15-22

Call Us Today
760-924-0523 or 760-873-8599

www.SierraEmployment.com

For Rent
     2 BDR/I BA unfurnished ML apt. Wood 
stove, propane funrance upstairs, 1 car gar-
gage, 1year lease only $1,900 299 manzanita-
Call 760.937.7569. 
2 BR/1 BA apt. in Mammoth w/garage & 
W/D in apt. 1 yr. lease @ $1,775 + security 
deposit. No smoking. No pets.
Call 760-937-2879

  
   Mammoth Spa Creations is looking for 
an additional member for it’s team. We cur-
rently have an immediate opening for a spa 
Maintenance Technician position, we are 
also hiring an Office Assistant.These are Full 
Time Positions (Monday through Friday). 
These positions offers vacation accrual, 
benefits and paid holidays. Experience is 
preferred, but not required. Heavy lifting is 
required. Please call 760-924-3091 or stop 
by the store located at 1401 Tavern Road 
Mammoth Lakes for more information and 
to pick up an application. Resumes can be 
e-mailed to mammothspa@aol.com. 
   Mammoth Taxi is accepting resumes for 
experienced drivers with great customer 
service and clean driving records. We are 
also looking for office staff for the right 
person with great organizational skills 
and customer service background. Please 
inquire with Scottie at 760-914-7433. www.
mammoth-taxi.com.
   Mono Superior Court is hiring
This is an at-will, part-time professional 
level contract position that serves at the 
pleasure of the judges of Inyo and Mono 
Superior Courts. The Child Support Com-
missioner will primarily hear matters 
brought by the Department of Child Sup-
port Services in Inyo and Mono Counties as 
part of the Title IV-D child support enforce-
ment program. For additional information 
go to https://www.mono.courts.ca.gov/
generalinfo/employment.htm.
    Second Chance Thrift Shop is looking for 
a bright, cheerful, upbeat applicant, ready 
for front line retail with potential to grow. 
Must be able to safely lift 50 lbs., have excep-
tional customer service skills, and desire to 
learn.  Wage DOE.  Email resume and cover 
letter to clepre@disabledsportseasternsierra.
org or fax to 760 934 2475  

   Housekeepers Wanted in Mammoth 
Lakes! Flexible hours, $18/hour (Seasonal 
pay bump to $23/hour from 11/29-4/1) + 
Drive time paid & mileage reimbursement, 
free health benefits depending on hours 
worked, sick time and PTO! To apply please 
go to www.vacasa.com/careers! 
    Convict Lake Resort has immediate 
job openings for maintenance personnel, 
grounds keeper and store personnel.
Please email resumes to lcornwell@con-
victlake.com or stop by for an application. 
 hiring a full-time Janitor for facilities clean-
ing and maintenance.$17/hour with some 
overtime. Benefits available. Please call 
760-934-3800 ext. 32 or email to lcornwell@
convictlake.com

First Chair is Hiring: Experienced line 
cookGreat pay and tips. 7am-3pm shift
Apply in person.

Help Wanted

MAMMOTH TRAILS COMMITTEE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that one vacancy exists 
on the Mammoth Trails Committee (MTC), a sub-
committee of Mammoth Lakes Recreation.  The term of 
appointment for each position will expire two years after 
appointment. Committee meetings are scheduled at 3:00 
p.m. on the second Thursday of every other month. The 
next meeting of the Committee is Thursday, December 
10, 2020 at 3:00 p.m. at which time interested parties will 
be given the opportunity to briefly address the Commit-
tee.
In 2015, the Town of Mammoth Lakes contracted with 
Mammoth Lakes Recreation (MLR) to oversee a new Trail 
Coordination program adopted by the Town Council. 
Through this contract MLR provides program and fiscal 
oversight for the Mammoth Lakes Trail System and 
collaborates “with the Town and partners on providing 
recommendations to Town Council for the continuation, 
prioritization, implementation, and design of programs 
and services to support the Mammoth Lakes Trail 
System.” 
To achieve this, MLR convenes and facilitates the 
Mammoth Trails Committee to provide direction and 
oversight for the Mammoth Lakes Trail System.
For more information, or to submit a letter of interest and 
resume, contact MLR Program Director, Kim Anaclerio, 
via email at kim@mammothlakesrecreation.org or phone 
at (760) 660-4948. Submissions must be received by 
Tuesday, December 1, 2020.      
                                                                                       TS #2020-0198

Help Wanted

  
   The Alpenhof Lodge is accepting ap-
plications to fill full-time & part-time, year 
round (and seasonal) positions.  Flexible 
hours and competitive wages for front desk, 
night audit and housekeeping positions.  
Applicants must be available to work week-
ends and holidays.  Housing available for 
the right individual.   Please apply in person 
at 6080 Minaret Rd, Mammoth.
   

   Black Tie Ski Rentals is now hiring for 
both Full-Time and Part-Time winter sea-
sonal positions for the 2020-21 ski season. 
Seeking proactive and energetic individu-
als who share our love of the mountains 
and possess an entrepreneurial spirit. Ideal 
candidates enjoy working in a great team 
atmosphere and are passionate about 
providing impeccable customer service to 
our guests.Flexible scheduling is available 
but MUST be able to work weekends and 
holidays. Competitive hourly wages plus 
additional compensation which includes; 
sales commissions, tips, participation in ski 
pass program, industry pricing equipment 
deals, personal use of shop equipment and 
tools, family & friend discounts and end 
of year bonus based on hours worked and 
season completion. We take COVID precau-
tions very seriously. We've worked with our 
local health department to ensure maximum 
safety for our employees and guests. We 
comply with all California/Mono County 
directives for COVID-19 including: cleaning, 
distancing, capacity, hand-washing and face 
covering. If you're passionate about skiing 
or snowboarding and enjoy sharing that 
passion with guests of our mountain com-
munity, this could be a great opportunity for 
you. Please email a resume with references 
to mammoth@blacktieskis.com if you are 
interested in joining our team.      

Local Cleaning Co. Looking for 
experienced cleaners starting wage 
@$16.00/$20.00 Call 760-408-1910 Salary 
Range: 
    Housekeepers Wanted - Full time, year 
round position working five, eight hour shifts 
per week, including weekends and holidays.  
Includes a benefit package and a starting 
wage of $15.00 an hour.  If you are interested 
in joining our team please email us at em-
ployment@snowcreekresort.com.
    Housekeeping Supervisor - This is a full 
time, year round position working weekends 
and holidays.  Applicants must be bilingual, 
detail oriented and have a clean driving 
record.  Company vehicle provided.  Hourly 
range is $18 - 21; depending on experience. 
If you are interested in this position please 
email us at employment@snowcreekresort.
com.  
   Account Manager Needed. Full Time Posi-
tion. Looking for a friendly, team player. Du-
ties Include Accounts Payable & Receivable, 
as well as General Office Duties.  Competi-
tive pay. Please email your resume to info@
butnerhoaservices.com  
   Help Wanted Schat’s Bakery Mammoth 
Lakes, CaSchat’s Is A Drug Free Work Place.
Character Reference Required
Baker-Trained Or We Will Train Starting 
Wage $17.00 Per Hr. Trained Baker $25.00 
Per Hr. Requires Early Morning Hours. Sea-
sonal Work Load.Full Or Part Time. Sani-
tation Part Time Hours 3 To 6 Hrs A Day.
We Can Work Into Your Schedule. Starting 
$15.00 Per Hour

ASE FRONT END AND BRAKE 

TECHNICIAN

 PUBLIC  NOTICES   

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Flavin Construction 

Age Busters, Inc.
457 Wagon Wheel Road., P.O. Box 2801
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by a Corpora-
tion. The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on October 2, 2014.. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on October 28, 2020. 
File Number 20-197
2020-0195 (11/14, 11/21, 11/28, 12/5)

Notice of Ordinance
ORD20-12
AN URGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE MONO COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TERMINATING PROHIBI-
TION OF OPEN FIRES ON PRIVATE PROPERTY WITHIN 
THE UNINCORPORATED AREAS OF MONO COUNTY 
ENACTED
BY ORD 20-09, AND AMENDED BY ORD 20-11

WHEREAS, in light of the extreme fire danger facing 
both the State as a whole, and Mono County specifi-
cally, the Mono County Board of Supervisors adopted an 
urgency ordinance on September 8, 2020, (ORD 20-09), 
amended on October 6, 2020 (ORD 20-11), prohibiting 
the maintenance of open fires on private lands within the 
County; and 

WHEREAS, due to precipitation forecast for the weekend 
of November 7-8, conditions are expected to change such 
that the ban is no longer necessary for the prevention of 
wildfire and/or the protection of public safety, property 
and the environment;

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF 
THE COUNTY OF MONO ORDAINS that the prohibition 
on outdoor fires, including campfires, bonfires, pit fires, 
or any other open flame fire on all private lands within 
the unincorporated area of Mono County enacted by 
ORD 20-09, and subsequently amended by ORD 20-11, is 
hereby terminated.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT this ordinance super-
sedes and replaces, to the extent inconsistent therewith, 
Mono County ORD 20-11, and shall become effective 
immediately upon its adoption as an urgency measure 
pursuant to Government Code sections 65858 and 25123.  
The Clerk of the Board shall post this ordinance and also 
publish it in the manner prescribed by Government Code 
section 25124 no later than 15 days after its adoption.

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 10th day of 
November, 2020, by the following vote, to wit:
AYES:   Supervisors Corless, Gardner, Kreitz, Peters, and 
Stump.
NOES:   None.
ABSENT:   None.
ABSTAIN:   None.
Stacy Corless, Chair
Mono County Board of Supervisors
ATTEST:Queenie Barnard 
Clerk of the Board    
APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Stacey Simon    
County Counsel
                                                                                       TS #2020-0197

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Mammoth Chocolate & Confections, Inc.

Mammoth Chocolate & Confections, Inc
437 Old Mammoth Road Suite #190
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by a Corpora-
tion. The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on December, 1982.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on October 27,2020. 
File Number 20-196
2020-0196 (11/14, 11/21, 11/28, 12/5)

Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Con-
trol District. Salary Range: AMT I: $4,855 
- $5,901/month   AMT II $5,581 - $6,784/
month. Under general supervision, installs, 
operates, maintains, calibrates, and repairs 
instrumentation and equipment associated 
with air quality and meteorological monitor-
ing. Calibrates balances, weighs air quality 
filter samples, and maintains gravimetric 
laboratory systems to required regulatory 
specifications.

Air Monitoring Technician I: The entry and 
training level class of the series.  
Air Monitoring Technician I: Completion of 
two years of college with major course work 
in electronics, a bachelor’s degree in an en-
vironmental science or any combination of 
training and/or experience that could likely 
provide the desired knowledge and abilities.

Air Monitoring Technician II: The fully 
experienced, journey level class of the series. 
Education and Experience:
Air Monitoring Technician II: Completion 
of two years of college with major course 
work in electronics or a bachelor's degree 
in an environmental science and two years' 
experience as an Air Monitoring Technician 
I in air quality monitoring field work or in 
an air quality monitoring filter laboratory or 
any combination of training and/or experi-
ence that could likely provide the desired 
knowledge and abilities.

For further information and job applica-
tion instructions and materials, visit  http://
www.gbuapcd.org/employment or gbuapcd.
bamboohr.com/jobs.  If you need accom-
modations to apply for this position, please 
contact Susan Cash@760-872-8211.  Appli-
cation, resume, and cover letter must be re-
ceived by 3 pm Monday, November 30, 2020.  
Due to COVID-19 concerns, the interviews 
will be conducted via videoconference.

**Hiring Process may be delayed or ex-
tended due to COVID-19 mandates**

Notice of Vacancy



TOWN STUFF 
Saturday, November 21/
Pinch Pot Critters! A Clay 
Workshop for Kids and Adults with 
Diane Hedding @ C5 Studios in 
Bishop. Time: 10 a.m. ‘til noon. 
This workshop is for children aged 
5+. Register @ www.c5studios.org. 
Address: 210 South Warren St
Live History Tale: Winter in Bodie. 
Hosted by Bodie State Park. Learn 
about the history of the region and 
how people survived the winter 
during the 19th century. Talk 
available through Bodie State Park’s 
Facebook page. 

Monday, November 23/ 
Bishop City Council meets twice! 
First is a special meeting @ 4:30 p.m.  
for a “Grants in Support” workshop 
to discuss potential funding for the 
Bishop Chamber and Tri-County 
Fairgrounds in 2020-2021. Second 
meeting is the regular 6 p.m. 
meeting. Agenda/packet/meeting 
access via www.cityofbishop.com. 
Mammoth Lakes Chamber of 
Commerce hosts its Lodging 
Roundtable via Zoom. Time: 10 a.m.  
Access via the Chamber’s website @ 
www.mammothlakeschamber.org.
Mammoth Lakes Restaurant 
Association Meeting via Zoom. 
Time: 3:30 p.m.  Access via the 
Chamber of Commerce’s website @ 
www.mammothlakeschamber.org.

Tuesday, November 24/ 
Mammoth Lakes Chamber of 
Commerce hosts its Special Events 
and Gatherings Roundtable via 
Zoom. Time: 10 a.m.  Access via 
the Chamber’s website @ www.
mammothlakeschamber.org.
Wild Iris: Art for Healing
Please join Wild Iris Tuesdays at 
6 p.m. on Facebook Live for their 
Art for Healing group! No art skills 
necessary. Call the Wild Iris 24/7 
hotline at 877.873.7384 if you need 
art materials. For more information, 
visit their Facebook page

Thursday, November 26/ 
Mammoth Lakes Annual Turkey 
Trot hosted by Mammoth Lakes 
Track Club, Town of Mammoth 
Lakes, and Visit Mammoth. Register 
online at VisitMammoth.com to 
receive your printable bib number 
and run the two-mile race anywhere 
you would like. 

Friday, November 27/
Mammoth Lakes Community Ice 
Rink Opening. Mammoth Lakes 
Ice Rink opens for the season, with 
free admission and rentals subject 
to availability. Hour-long sessions 
available at 6, 7:30, and 9 p.m. 
Sessions are limited to 100 people 

Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

YOU CAN’T CONTEST THE RESULTS
OF A GOOD BOTTLE OF WHISKEY

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

calendar of events
TOWN STUFF
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uwe're Here to Serve You Day and Night, We Do the Job anfl Do ft Right" 

Eric K. Hermansen 
I I760-784-4701

   
I 

Quality Clean Dependable Service 
CA Contr. Lie. #470265 ____ /2 

each, masks required at all times 
within the facility. 

Saturday, December 5/
Eastern Sierra Avalanche Center 
drive-in/virtual annual fundraiser 
from Tri-County Fairgrounds 
featuring headliners Kimmy Fasani 
and Chris Benchetler. Doors open 4 
p.m; program starts 5:30 p.m. One 
can also stream the whole event live 
at www.esavalanche.org as well as 
participate in the silent auction and 
raffle online. See news brief/ad on p. 
14 for more. 

Ongoing 
C5 Studios “Ancestors of the Arts” 
art show ongoing @ C5, 210 South 
Warren St. in Bishop (back of the old 
J.C. Penney bldg.). Hours: Tuesday-
FRiday 2:30-5:30 p.m. and Saturday 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
The Inyo Council for the Arts 
Holiday Gallery Show is up at the 
ICA’s new location at 150 Willow 
Street in Bishop! Gallery hours are 
Monday-Friday, 10am-4pm. Masks, 
physical distancing required. Info:  
760.873.8014/info@inyo.org.
Mono Arts Council’s “Howling at 
the Moon” art show is currently on 
display at the MAC Gallery inside 
the Minaret Mall across the way 
from Minaret Cinemas. Gallery 
hours 12-5 p.m. Friday-Monday. 
Mono County Libraries Virtual 
Homework Zone takes place 
Wednesdays from 4-6 p.m. over 
Zoom. Register at monocolibraries.
org
Mono County Libraries Storytime 
Live! Join Ms. Chelsea for a story 
and fun activities on the Mammoth 
Lakes Library Facebook page. Time: 
10:30 a.m on Wednesdays, recording 
remains up for 24 hours. 
Mono County Libraries Virtual 
Storytime. Start your week off with 
a community storytelling. Mondays 
at 10:30 a.m. on the Mono County 
Libraries Facebook page. The 
recording remains up on the page 
for 24 hours. 

Covid testing/
Bishop: Church of the Nazarene 
parking lot, 900 W Line Street on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday 
- participants must be in a vehicle in 
order to get tested. Make reservation 
at projectbaseline.com.
Lone Pine @ Lone Pine Sports 
Complex, 602 N Main Street. 8 a.m.-
12:45 p.m. on Fridays - participants 
must be in a vehicle in order to get 
tested.
Mammoth Lakes testing Tuesdays 
at Sierra Nevada Resort 9 am-12:45 
pm and Wednesday and Friday at 
the M.L. Community Center 10 am-
1 pm. 

AT THE MOVIES
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Eastern Sierra Avalanche Center 
will still hold its annual fundraiser 
on the first Saturday in December 

(5th). But like everything this year, it’s 
going to look a little different. 

Traditionally, the event is held at 
Mammoth Mountain, either at Eagle or 
Canyon Lodge. 

This year, since you can’t have 400-
500 people inside a room, ESAC has 
decided to bring those people to the Tri-
County Fairgrounds in Bishop. It will 

also stream the event live on its website 
(www.esavalanche.org). 

Event Director Michelle Mather says 
it’ll be a drive-in event this year. There 
will designated pods where people can 
park, and they can sit out in a lawn chair 
(masked) or remain in their cars and get 
the sound through speakers/radio. 

Doors will open at 4 p.m. Three 
Bishop-based food trucks will be on 
hand: Pinion Pizza, The Rolling Chef 
and Pino Pies. There will also be a full 

bar - proceeds from the bar will support 
the Fairgrounds, As well as proceeds 
from RV and campsite rentals, which 
you may wish to consider if you plan to 
spend ample time at the bar. 

Bishop Twin Cinemas will also be 
selling popcorn and candy. 

While there won’t be any workshops 
this year, Kimmy Fasani and Chris 
Benchetler will host, and there will be 
movies screened which feature each. 

There will also be some Avalanche 

Awareness presentations. 
The silent auction and raffle will be 

online this year and are already live on 
the ESAC site. 

This is ESAC’s primary fundraiser, 
which helps pay for three Avy forecast-
ers and daily forecasting. “And judging 
by this summer, the backcountry will 
be very busy,” says Mather, making 
Avy forecasting more critical than ever. 
“There will be greater demand,” she 
said, “especially amongst those who 
may not be as experienced.” 

For those not as experienced, plenty 
of local outfits offer Avy Awareness 
classes.

ESAC receives significant financial 
support from the following sponsors: 
Ridge Merino, Patagonia, Mammoth 
Mountaineering Supply, Mammoth 
Mountain Ski Area, the Town of Mam-
moth Lakes and Inyo County.

ESAC-TLY!

Wednesday morning, instead of the usual 
sight of Mount Tom, Lunch found a rain-
bow instead. 



By Gayla Wolf 

Lauren DeLaunay and Alex Ertaud of FOI check in Brandon and Rebecca 
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STILL FEATURING

$1,500 OFF!

1401 Tavern Rd. Mammoth Lakes 
(760) 924-3091 • mammothspacreations.com

Licensed- Bonded-Insured. CA. Lic. 849466 --  Like us on Facebook! 

WINTER IS ALMOST HERE!
Mammoth Spa Creations is here to help with all of 
your pool and spa needs. Your local pool and hot 

tub head quarters, family owned for over 16 years!

On select models, contact shop for details.

Spa Sales - Maintenance - Repairs - Supplies - Bulk Chemicals - Showroom 

Ali Rainville

Alon, John and Allie pick up at the Canal. John and Allie are visiting from the Bay AreaAnnie Crowley at the Gorge

Jeremy and Brendan post check-in

Bishop Area Climbers Coalition and 
Friends of the Inyo hosted a Bishop/Gorge 
cleanup event on Tuesday, Nov. 17



A NEW
HOME 

FOR 
FAMILY

FUN
OVER 17 NEW CREEKHOUSE RESIDENCES 

SOLD IN JUST 3 MONTHS.

All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalDRE #01812140.All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalDRE #01812140.
2020. All rights reserved.2020. All rights reserved.

ANOTHER LUXURY DEVELOPMENT BY THE CHADMAR GROUP

LUXURY MOUNTAIN RETREATS WITH MILES OF TRAILS, OPEN SPACE & ROOM TO 
BREATHE NEAR MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN. Up to 3 Beds & Flex Room. Up to 2,152 sq. ft.Up to 3 Beds & Flex Room. Up to 2,152 sq. ft.

CONTACT OUR SALES TEAM TODAY TO LEARN MORE ABOUT HIGHLY ANTICIPATED WINTER  SALES 

RELEASE COMING SOON • 877-766-9275 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM
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