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From: Emily Bryant <ebryant@VisitMammoth.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2020 12:00 PM
Subject: Occupancy Reporting
 
Good afternoon everyone,
We know this week did not provide the good news we were hoping for, but 

that also we do have a number of owners coming up to enjoy the new snow 
we have received.  Knowing how many of those owners may be in town will 
help our restaurant and retail businesses prepare for the traffic.

 So just a quick reminder about how reporting should be done: 
 Available Rooms - your report should be your total available rooms, 

available for occupancy.  If you have rooms unavailable for occupancy due 
to maintenance, subtract them from your overall total room count.  100 
total rooms – 10 unavailable due to renovation = 90 Available rooms for this 
reporting period

 Projected Paid Rooms – these are rooms available for rent to the general 
public. 

 Projected Unpaid Rooms – These will be your owners stays, owner guests, 
comps or rooms that are projected to be occupied but that you are not re-
ceiving revenue on.

Additionally, if any of you are having any issues with reporting or if you 
know anyone who is not currently reporting but would like to, please let me 
know.  

Thank you to everyone for all your efforts this year,

Emily Bryant
Mammoth Lakes Tourism

The above was forwarded to me by a local lodging operator, with a terse 
message attached: “She is fu#&ing kidding, right? About all of it including 
what fu#&ing occupancy lady. Read the room!”

The second piece of mail I received (convenient, as it means I’m not writ-
ing editorial this week) was from local businessman Eric Wasserman and 
appears as follows. 

see EDITORIAL, page 20

SHE’S KIDDING, RIGHT?  

Dear Ted, 

After last Wednesday’s special meeting with Mammoth Town Council, 
Mono County Supervisors and other local policymakers, I feel compelled to 
share with the public the lack of leadership we’re getting from this group. I’ve 
shared a previous email I sent to many of these people on Sept. 12, 2020 and 
the only official who had the decency to respond was Stacy Corless. Her re-
sponse was “good people are working on this in an organized fashion.” While 
I appreciate the efforts of these “good people” it would seem no progress was 
made since we’re included in the Southern California region and are part of 
their shutdown order.

In the spring, I was 100% behind the shutdown. We didn’t understand 
Covid the way we do now and it made sense to keep us safe by turning away 
tourism and staying isolated. On a personal note, I take Covid very seriously. 
After breathing in smoke during the fall, I’ve been forced to take asthma 
medication daily and the thought of getting a virus that attacks your respira-
tory system is quite daunting when you already have trouble breathing. I’ve 
had friends who were hospitalized for months and barely survived; unfor-
tunately I know someone in their 20s who died from Covid. I have family in 
New York who work on the front lines and have shared horror stories of how 
entire families were ravaged by this terrible virus. I share this because my 
position is the health, safety and well-being of our community should come 
before business and profit. Always.

That being said, what is the lodging ban doing to prevent Covid from com-
ing into our community? Are we stopping people from coming to the Eastern 
Sierra? Have our cases dropped since this went into effect? Do we have Covid 
patients overrunning the ICUs in our local hospitals? The answer is no to all 
of these questions. We are being told this is for our safety, we must do this to 
beat the virus. Albert Einstein’s definition of insanity is doing the same thing 
over and over and expecting different results. All that is happening is people 
are finding ways to come here and our elected officials and decision mak-
ers have forced businesses (particularly lodging) to stay closed, thus causing 
severe adverse consequences for other businesses. Studies have shown this 
latest surge is from private gatherings in the home. This lodging ban is just 
forcing more people to rent illegally where there is no requirement to stay up 
with current health codes.

Most other destinations in our Southern California region are not enforcing 
this stay-at-home order; they are claiming they don’t have the resources to 
enforce this and are permitting lodging to operate as it did in the purple tier. 
Why is the Town of Mammoth Lakes working so diligently to enforce these 
rules while the majority of our state and region aren’t? Why are they going 
through such lengths as to have a job classified posted for enforcement of-
ficers? We are completely dependent on seasonal tourism and yet while many 
other areas in California aren’t, yet they remain open for guests. I went on 
several apps to try and book hotels in Southern California and wasn’t pre-
vented from making any reservations. If Tom Parker were to say our hospital 
is full of Covid patients and has a diminished capacity, I’m the first person 
to say shut down lodging, however, so long as that isn’t the case we should 
be allowing lodging to remain open under guidelines of the purple tier. We 
need our officials to lead us and instead of focusing on enforcement, focus on 
getting us into our own region in the Eastern Sierra where we have plenty of 
hospital capacity and aren’t lumped in with the dense urban areas and their 

3516 MAIN STREET 
Corner of Sierra Blvd. and Main St., Mammoth Lakes
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760-934-RIBS
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Insert whatever cliché fits here 
to describe lousy. Because 
Lunch penned more obituaries 
this year than he’s ever written 
previously. Death, Covid, fires, 
political upheaval - if you’re a 
Revelations fan, 2020 was for 
you. 

headlines
YEAR IN REVIEW

“I have no fear of death. 
I just don’t want to be there when it happens”

-Sam Walker

They Said It:

/from The Sheet Sept. 19/

WWW.MAMMOTHHOLISTICS.COM
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Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
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By Page and Maddux

MARCH MADNESS 
COVID-19 fears accelerate

Over the course of the past week, 
concern about COVID-19 (coro-
navirus) has reached fever pitch 

around the globe. On March 11, a number 
of major points in the evolution of the 
coronavirus outbreak took shape: Presi-
dent Trump suspended travel by foreign 
nationals to the United States from 26 
European countries, the World Health 
Organizations (WHO) declared the coro-
navirus a pandemic, and the National Bas-
ketball Association suspended its season 
indefinitely after a player tested positive 
for the virus.

In addition, the attending physician of 
Congress and the Supreme Court, Brian 
Monahan, informed Senate staff of his 
expectation that between 70 and 150 
million American would catch the virus. 
Monahan stated a belief that at least 80% 
would be fine.

Abroad, some governments have taken 
some drastic measures.

Italy has effectively shut down, with 
only essential stores remaining open. The 
Italian government has banned all non-
essential travel and closed schools until 

April 3; this comes on the heels of nearly 
200 deaths in the course of 24 hours, 
and more than 1,000 deaths total in the 
country. 

In the United States, the stock market 
has been in freefall this week, with the 
Dow Jones Industrial average seeing 
levels it hasn’t seen since the summer of 
2017. 

In California, the state government 
has placed a ban on all gatherings of 
more than 250 people, and an increas-
ing number of colleges and universities 
have halted in-person class and closed 
campuses. 

By Thursday morning, the state had at 
least 177 confirmed cases, with more than 
1,300 nationwide. 

As of Thursday morning, neither Inyo 
nor Mono County has reported a con-
firmed case of the virus. 

Nevertheless, local events have been 
canceled as well, including next week-
end’s Elevation Mammoth, which typi-
cally draws 2,500 skiers. 

/from The Sheet March 14/

By Page
Concerns about the Creek Fire increase 

Smoke from the Creek Fire contin-
ued to inundate the Eastern Sierra 
all week, creating yellow skies and 

hazardous air conditions for everyone, 
not just those with pre-existing condi-
tions.

The air quality has, quite literally, 
been off the charts. At 9 a.m. Thursday 
morning, the Air Quality Index in Mam-
moth Lakes was 1525 for PM10 and 742 
for PM2.5. The AQI index measures 
0-500, any number higher than that is 
considered “beyond the AQI.”  Bishop’s 
conditions were measured to be the 
same as Mammoth Lakes while Bridge-
port and the Mono Lake area were only 
slightly below 500 on the AQI. 

The smoke from the California 
wildfires has been reportedly felt as far 
away as the Netherlands and Hamburg, 
Germany. 

The Creek Fire, which began over 
Labor Day weekend, has burned more 
than 240,000 acres of land, mostly in the 
Sierra National Forest between Madera 
and Fresno counties. Officials stated 
that 11,000 people on the west side of 

the Sierra have been evacuated. 806 
structures have been burned so far with 
an estimated 9,500 currently threat-
ened. 

It is currently the 10th largest wildfire 
in California history. 

While the Eastern Sierra hasn’t 
seen any evacuations yet, the massive 
wildfire burning about 13-15 miles from 
Mammoth Lakes has understandably 
generated a lot of anxiety. Both the 
Mono County Board of Supervisors and 
Mammoth Lakes Town Council took 
time to receive updates on the blaze this 
week. The supervisors approved a mo-
tion to close Lundy Campground to visi-
tors, with reopening predicated upon 
the actions of the Inyo National Forest. 

... The Inyo National Forest remains 
closed to all visitors at this time, with no 
open fires permitted anywhere within 
the Forest or in surrounding communi-
ties. That closure has been extended 
through September 21st although it is 
expected to be extended even further.

TIME TO GET OUT THE PADDLES?



headlines
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/from The Sheet Nov. 28 & Dec. 5/

Among the biggest stories that 
didn’t involve Covid or fire 
were the removal of Dr. Kevin 
Flanigan as Northern Inyo 
Hospital’s CEO, the hordes of 
summer visitors in Mammoth 
and businesses struggling to 
hold on during the second 
shutdown in December

“He’s the highest compensated Food Bank CEO 
in the history of Food Banks.”

                                   - Lunch on John Urdi  

“A divisive leader is always a red flag.”

    -Heleen Welvaart on Kevin Flanigan

They Said It:

The Year in Domaille
2020 came and went. Dennis Domaille 

and the Tioga Inn Project both grew 
another year older. 

There is still nothing to show for it. 
A quick summary: it’s a hotel, restau-

rant, and community housing project, 
proposed for the Mobil Mart site just 
outside of Lee Vining.

Domaille has been trying, since 1993, 
to get the project fully approved so that 
construction can begin. 

The restaurant and hotel aspect have 
already been approved by the Mono 
County Board of Supervisors; all that re-
mains is the workforce housing project.

Some residents of Lee Vining  have 
made their voices heard loud and clear 
on the matter: they do not want exten-
sive development in their tiny commu-
nity.

After a 7-hour county planning com-
mission board meeting resulted in a 4-0 
vote for approval, the project then went 
on to the Board of Supervisors in  June. 

It’s been an impressive special teams 
effort from there, with continuous punt-
ing on the part of the supervisors in lieu 
of making a decision. 

In October, the board approved the 
environment impact plan by a 3-1 vote, 
but opted to withhold final approval on 
the project until the cultural demands 
of the indigenous Kutzadika’a tribe have 
been met.

When the parties came together again 
in December, the tribe requested a delay, 
which was granted after a lengthy board 
meeting at which a number of supervi-
sors expressed frustration that last min-
ute changes/info have hampered 

see HEADLINES, page 5

WALKER DIGS IN/DIGS OUT POST-FIRE

Mono County Supervisors held 
an emergency meeting on 
Tuesday to hear an update on 

the Mountain View Fire that burned 
rapidly through the eastside of Walker 
last Tuesday (Nov. 17), destroying 128 
structures. 

By contrast, the Round Fire which 
roared through Swall Meadows in 2015 
destroyed 42 structures. 

Steve Nelson, representing the Bureau 
of Land Management (BLM) described 
the fire behavior as “crazy” with sus-
tained wind for hours in the 50 mph 
range, with gusts reaching up to 78 mph. 

Antelope Valley Assistant Fire Chief 
Mike Curti suggested the winds may 
have even been stronger.

According to Curti, local volunteer Fire 
Captain Mike Mandichak had Davis In-
struments (professional weather station 
gear) atop his house which recorded a 
maximum gust of 125 mph. 

The wind was so powerful, related 
Curti, that Mandichak’s Davis Instru-
ments were literally blown off the house.

 According to local resident Dave 

Murray, it was “the biggest wind event 
anyone’s ever seen.” 

Mono County Building official Tom 
Perry gave a report on the overall dam-
age in Walker: 74 residences and 53 util-
ity buildings were destroyed by the fire; 
the local branch of the Toiyabe Indian 
Health Clinic was the only commercial 
building destroyed. In all, 128 buildings 
gone.

In addition, 2 residences and 13 utility 
buildings sustained major damage (de-
fined as 40-75% damaged by fire). 

County Finance Director Janet 
Dutcher put the estimated private prop-
erty loss at $16.359 million. That figure, 
she explained, is just based on real estate 
values, not personal property loss.

... as of December 1, 105 people had 
visited the local assistance center, with 
many opting to fill out damage surveys 
for their properties. Out of the 96 surveys 
completed, 30% of the respondents were 
uninsured with an additional 10% un-
certain about their status or how much 
damage would be covered. 

By Page & Lunch

New & Used Books
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Cards - Maps
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Special Orders
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Located in the  
Vons Shopping Mall

20% OFF
CALENDARS 
and Day Planners

Booky Joint wishes to thank all our 
customers for choosing to support local 

businesses during this difficult time. 

We wish you all a very  
happy and healthy  

New Year!New Year!
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see HEADLINES, page 6

/from The Sheet December 12/

/from The Sheet May 23/

/from The Sheet May 2/

approval of the final project. 
So Domaille, for all of his efforts on 

the matter, will have to wait until 2021 
(or further) for a decision.

The Year in Cannabis
While Mono and Inyo Counties do 

play host to commercial cannabis 
operations in the form of dispensaries, 
2020 marked a year of indecision and 
setbacks for the industry in the region. 

In February, Mono County Board of 
Supervisors rejected, by a 3-2 vote, a 
proposal for a commercial cannabis 
farm in Walker.

The decision came despite the appli-
cants, Colitas Farms, meeting every re-
quirement asked of them by the county. 

  The meeting that decided Colitas’ 
fate was held at the Walker Commu-
nity Center; more than 70 community 
members turned up for meeting, many 
of whom were vocal in their opposition 
to the farm.

Although Colitas brought the issue 
back before the board once again later 
in the year, it was once again rejected. 

Supervisors also opted to flat-out ban 
commercial hemp operations in the 
county, citing a lack of interest/demand 
as reasons to avoid introducing new 
policy on the matter.

The Bishop City Council debated 
allowing cannabis dispensaries within 
city limits. All dispensaries in the 
Bishop area on tribal land or are in 
unincorporated Inyo County. 

While a final decision evaded the 
council, the two members most op-
posed to dispensaries at the time, Chris 
Costello and Laura Smith, will not have 
a say on the matter as they will no lon-
ger sit on the Council in 2021. 

The Year in the Parcel
The Parcel, a large-scale workforce 

housing project in Mammoth Lakes, is 
moving toward a construction phase 
in 2021 after Mammoth’s Planning and 
Economic Development Commission 
unanimously approved phase 1. 

Pacific Companies, the Town’s 
development partner for the project, 
also gave a brief presentation on the 
matter, highlighting two key concerns 
from workshops: parking and the onsite 
daycare facility.

In Phase 1, the project will have 
around 113 parking spaces, both on and 
off the street, with designated parking 
under a number of buildings. Planners 
also updated the project to include bus 
stops in close proximity to the develop- 
ment.

The first phase will comprise 81 units, 
one of which is designated for a care-
taker, and will be comprised of a mix of 
indi- vidual and family units. The site 
will not allow short-term rentals.

The Town, which has already scored a 
$20 million state grant for project infra-
structure, hopes to apply for even more 
funds this spring. 

The Year in Associating
The Mammoth Lakes restaurant com-

munity had a rough go over the course 
of 2020. Two local institutions, Slocums 
and Nevados, closed their doors forever 
in March rather than deal with the pan-
demic, with Ramenya following later in 
the year, along with Samurai. 

It didn’t help that the industry was 
a scapegoat of sorts when it came to 
Covid-19. It was the only local industry 
subject to mandatory employee testing. 

Further exacerbating the issue: 
restaurants were largely independent 
entities, with no clearly defined entity to 
fight on their behalf. 

 Enter: the Mammoth Lakes Restau-
rant Association, helmed by Brandon 
Brocia and Peter Corcoran. 

HEADLINES
continued from page 4

that we will get through all such chal-
lenges and find even greater opportuni-
ties for problem solving.”

NIHD Board member Mary Mae Kil-
patrick told The Sheet on Wednesday, 
“Finances and operations are why he’s 
[Flanigan] no longer with us.”

Though she did ultimately vote for 
Flanigan’s removal, Kilpatrick added, 
“I’m still in his corner. He did marvelous 
things ... to me, the pluses outweighed 
the minuses.”

But while Flanigan seemed to have a 
deft touch in some areas, and was be- 
loved by certain physicians, he was not 
as deft in other areas.

And the Athena debacle was his Wa-
terloo. “I am surprised he still has a po-
sition,” wrote Dr. Stuart Souders, “after 
promoting the EMR (Emergency Medi 
cal Records) system the hospital has 
been struggling with for over two years 
in spite of multiple, very bright people 
telling him it was not going to work. 
Some of them were fired or encouraged 
to resign. Thousands of dollars and 
wasted man hours were spent in trying 
to engineer this system to work ... “

From Bryan Harper: “During the time 
of the Athena selection, I, along with 
Ben Mitchell ... began to question the 
shortfalls of cloud-based systems that 
Athena had no answers for. It was at this 
time that Dr. Kevin S. Flanigan became 
visibly upset with the questions and 
concerns. Afterward, Ben and I were 
told in no certain terms to ‘get on board, 
sit down and shut up or get out.’ After 
that, Ben and I were removed from most 
of the Athena meetings.

From Dee Booth: “Dr. Flanigan pre- 
fers to make decisions in small exclusive 
groups of like-minded individuals. This 
resulted in NIHD purchasing possibly 
the worst suite of software available ... 
I questioned his integrity and honesty 
when he denied any responsibility for 
the failed Athena project, and protected 
others who were not competent to ad- 
vise him in the selection of the vendor.”

Flanigan also appeared to use the 
levers of power to oust those who may 
have disagreed with him. More from 
Bryan Harper: Letters had gone out to 
the board members about allegations 
between Dr. Kevin S. Flanigan and a 
subordinate. The subordinate and Flani-
gan had me pick up all the managers’ 
and directors’ laptops under the pre-
tense that I was doing security patches. 
Why may you ask? It was believed that 
our HR Chief had written the letter 
and it was requested that I bring in all 
devices so as not to single the HR Chief 
out. I was then instructed to search on 
her desktop and laptop for any potential 
letters or information. I found noth-
ing because I looked for nothing. I am 

“Within reason, we’ll enforce the health orders, 
but we can’t enforce the mask order.”

                               -Inyo Sheriff Jeff Hollowell

They Said It:

Though still in its infancy, the associa-
tion has been active in advocating for 
the restaurant community and getting 
help for those in need. 

The Year in Goodbyes
The biggest and most controversial 

goodbye was bid to Dr. Kevin Flanigan 
by the Northern Inyo Hospital Board of 
Directors. He was placed on administra-
tive leave in February and dismissed in 
May. A timeline of Sheet stories appears 
below. 

At Wednesday evening’s special 
meeting of the Northern Inyo Health 
District Board of Directors, the Board 
voted 5-0 to terminate the employment 
of Dr. Kevin S. Flanigan, MD MBA as 
Chief Executive Officer pursuant to his 
Employment Agreement, without cause, 
effective May 4, 2020.

Board Chair Jean Turner said the 
District wants to clarify that any reports 
that alleged Dr. Flanigan was accused of 
embezzlement are false and untrue. The 
Investigation focused on financial and 
operational issues, and was never about 
embezzlement. The District is moving in 
a new direction and wishes Dr. Flanigan 
the best in his future endeavors.

In a message released to the staff ear-
lier today, Turner noted the challenges 
staff faced since the Board placed Dr. 
Flanigan on paid administrative leave 
February 13.

“While the last few months have 
been incredibly challenging for our 
entire workforce, I note the steady and 
unrelenting teamwork that has become 
a trademark of this NIHD staff,” Turner 
wrote. “On behalf of the Board, I thank 
each of you for your many emails, 
phone calls and visits to provide input, 
while simultaneously taking care of 
yourselves and our community through 
this COVID-19 pan- demic. You have 
equipped the Board with your informa-
tion and insights about challenges and 
opportunities ahead. I am confident 



HEADLINES
continued from page 5

Steve Searles
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/from The Sheet May 23/

By Lunch 

BEARLY AWARE  

Coming off a fairly dry winter, the 
local bear population was active 
earlier than usual this spring. 

And Mammoth Lakes has been jammed 
with tourists ever since travel restrictions 
were lifted a month ago. 

These are the typical ingredients which 
keep Town Wildlife Specialist Steve Sear-
les busy 24/7 during a typical summer. 

But this is an atypical year. 
And Steve is no longer busy this sum-

mer. 
The Town of Mammoth Lakes and Mr. 

Searles parted ways last Friday when Mr. 
Searles objected to proposed changes in 
his contract. 

Searles used the term “blindsided” to 
describe his meeting with Town Manager 
Dan Holler. 

The offer

Searles is one of the few contract em-
ployees in town. Compensation-wise, he’s 
a relative bargain. $75,000/year but no 
benefits. 

The employee unions have all rejected 
Covid-related salary adjustments. 

Town Manager Dan Holler offered to 
take a salary cut this spring but Council 
refused him. 

The Town offered Searles a 50% cut in 
pay and hours. 

Work through December at full salary, 
and then be forced to take a six-month 
unpaid furlough. 

Searles declined. 
Allowing the Town to claim he “volun-

tarily resigned.” 
The Sheet asked Police Chief Al Davis 

how the MLPD planned to handle wildlife 
calls moving forward.

“No change in how we deal with bears. 
The team has been trained by Steve and 
they all have bear kits that include less 
than lethal items to scare off bad bears.  
Just call 911 like most people do, and not 
call Steve directly as many have done in 
the past.” he said. 

Searles said he’s still receiving several 
wildlife calls per day since his resignation. 

And he said the New York Times inter-
viewed him Thursday morning. 

Lunch then offered the following com-
mentary on page two: 

As for the Searles debacle ... I can’t 
believe the Town is letting the guy go over 
what amounts to $37,500. 

Think about this. He’s literally paid the 
same as a junior level administrative as-
sistant when you factor in that the admin. 
asst. receives employee benefits. 

But he’s actually out there engaging 
with the community and visitors, at a 
time when the town desperately needs 
ambassadors in the field.

I’ll take boots on the ground over a pa-
per pusher. And how much paper is there 
to push these days, anyway? 

And it seems like a massive disconnect, 
the Town dictating to Mammoth Lakes 
Tourism this week that it needs to do less 
(or at least revised) marketing and more 
Covid-awareness and resort manage-
ment, while the Town itself chases off one 
of the few members of the organization 
who’s out there mingling with, you know, 
actual visitors. 

I asked Town Manager Dan Holler if 
there had been any discussions with MLT 
as to perhaps sharing the Searles contract 
as one can certainly argue a good portion 
of his job had been public relations. Hol-
ler said no. 

Town cuts ties with wildlife specialist  

no one’s private investigator nor did I 
believe this to be ethical.

Speaking of Campos-Diaz, once Fla- 
nigan figured out how to get rid of her, 
he then held her up [her being exiled] to 
other staff as a cautionary tale.

Says one staffer, “On multiple occa- 
sions, Dr. Flanigan would refer to Kevin 
Dale and Evelyn Campos-Diaz as prime 
examples of what happens to people ‘if 
they don’t get the job done.’”

Board member Mary Mae Kilpatrick 
acknowledged that one area where Fla-
nigan may have overstepped his bounds 
is in exceeding his spending authority.

Any expenditure of more than $40,000 
requires Board approval, and yet Fla-
nigan apparently exceeded that limit 
in his fun- neling of money to Pioneer 
Home Health.

The first “loan” of $75,000 was made 
to PHH in 2017. The Sheet could find no 
record of this transaction in the Board 
minutes.

Nor could The Sheet find obvious re- 
cord of subsequent payments.

Kilpatrick said, “When we took them 
under our umbrella in 2018, we knew it 
would take about five years to get them 
back on their feet.”

More Goodbyes
The Town of Mammoth Lakes bid 

adieu to Mammoth Lakes Recreation 
Director Matt McClain in September. 
While MLR will continue to exist, board 

members have expressed frustration 
with what the non-profit is being asked 
to do by the town. Which is raise money 
for an ice rink project that never seems 
to have a defined go-ahead.

Both Shira Dubrovner and Rich 
Boccia were let go from the Mammoth 
Lakes Foundation in May , with Boccia 
opting to retire ahead of the cut. 

The Foundation announced that it no 
longer owns or operates the Mammoth 
Lakes Repertory theater or the Mam-
moth Lakes Fim Festival and as a result, 
would be cutting the position of Artistic 
Director.

Dubrovner has reconstituted the 
Repertory and Film Festival under the 
Eastern Sierra Arts Alliance banner.

In Bishop, Police Chief Ted Stec re-
tired from duty in late October.

In an interview with The Sheet, Stec 
explained that he would be traveling to 
see family in retirement, adding that he 
still has much to consider in regards to 
both professional and personal goals. 
And Bear Whisperer Steve Searles was 
let go as a result of budget cuts (see 
below).

Caroline Casey also left her job as 
Events Coordinator at Mammoth Lakes 
Tourism.  

The Year in Fires
The Mountain View Fire, which 

ripped through Walker in November, 
was the culmination of an exhausting 
fire season for both the Eastern Sierra 

and the state of California. 
The Mountain View Fire was the first 

fire to ravage an Eastside community in 
nearly six years, and resulted in nearly a 
quarter of Walker being burned. 

Later surveys revealed that many of 
those who lost homes and buildings 
were uninsured. 

Record-setting wildfires broke out 
throughout the state, burning millions 
of acres in land and destroying thou-
sands of buildings and homes. 

In the Sierra, the Creek Fire played 

the part of unwelcome guest for much 
of September and October, innundating 
the region with smoke and and skyrock-
eting air quality numbers.

That fire ended up being the largest 
single blaze in California history and 
burned within 10 miles of Mammoth 
Lakes. A tourism industry already set 
upon by the early woes of Covid-19 took 
a further hit as forests and parks were 
closed to the public and lodging opera-
tions shut their doors. 
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Once again, the Town of 
Mammoth Lakes gave Lunch 
all the inspiration he needed 
to produce his very best B+ 
material ... 

Lunch
YEAR IN REVIEW

COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS
For the uninitiated, most government 

boards feature a reports section in their 
meetings where members can emote 
about all the outreach they’ve done 
since the last time we saw them. A lot of 
palaver. Which they insist is “interest-
ing” though they rarely explain why it’s 
interesting (and they use “interesting” 
a lot). I could write the following about 
any board in the Eastern Sierra. Lucky 
for Mammoth’s Town Council,  I just 
happened to be at their meeting Wednes-
day. While this conversation below did 
not actually occur, it may as well have. 

Mayor Sauser: Okay folks, now it’s 
time for Councilmember reports. These 
are the reports we give to our constitu-
ents to let them know how hard we’ve 
been working on their behalf. John? 

Councilman Wentworth: Well, let’s 
see here. On January 16, I attended a 
housing meeting and as you all know, 
housing is important. Very important. 
And the meeting was quite interesting. 
Dare I say fascinating? I dare. Fasci-
nating. And productive. Very produc-
tive. You know the start of Billy Joel’s 
“Allentown” where you can hear all 
that ruckus in the steel factory? That’s 
exactly what it felt like - like I was a fore-
man on the job. A very big and inter-
esting job. With worker ants crawling 
all over the place in bright yellow hard 
hats. Then, on January 19, just three 
days later, I attended a Recreation Com-
mission meeting. And that was interest-
ing, too, because we all like to recreate 
on public lands, and private lands, and 
even in the privacy of our own homes. 
You know, I just bought a Peloton bike 
and I actually brought it with me to the 
meeting so I could multi-task and ride 
and participate at the same time. Actu-
ally achieved my PR that day.

Councilmember Hoff: Paul Rudder 
was there? 

Councilman Wentworth: Personal 
Record, Cleland. Then, on January 21, 
I attended an airport meeting. You 
want to know what I thought of it? You 
guessed it. Interesting! So interesting. I 
made a joke at the start. Really had folks 
laughing. I pointed above Clint Quilter’s 
head - Clint is from Inyo County and 
he’s got a nice head of hair. I wasn’t 
pointing at the hair. I was pointing 
above the hair. And I yelled out, “Da 
Plane! Da Plane!” Everybody laughed. 
Quite the icebreaker. 

Mayor Sauser: Is that all? 
Wentworth: No no. Then on January 

26, I attended a CRC meeting. That’s 
CRC standing for Community Recre-
ation Center. Have to get our acronyms 
straight. As opposed to aggro-nyms like 
MUF. Verrrrrry interesting meeting. Lot 
of good input. You know, I’ve really got 
to commend town staff on this one. In 
the women’s locker rooms, staff is rec-
ommending we install special urinals 

for women. As I understand it, different 
models allow for urination in standing, 
semi-squatting or squatting positions. I 
believe the manufacturer is LaPee. And 
that’ll really contribute to a savings on 
water usage. Very important. That’s all I 
have. Thank you. 

Councilmember Hoff: Urinalotta 
trouble, John! (Wentworth looks per-
plexed). Get it? 

Councilmember Salcido: I get it! I 
get it!

Councilmember Hoff: Okay, my 
report. Urinforit! On January 22, I at-
tended a ribbon-cutting for Noodle-ly, 
that’s the new noodle shop located next 
to the Booky Joint. They have many 
noodle dishes. So yummy. Which is why 
I had to go back on January 23, in order 
to sample more of the menu. So I was 
really using my noodle, there. Heh heh. 
And using my taste buds. Delicious. 

Also on January 23, I attended an LTC 
meeting. That stands for Local Trans-
portation Commission. But nothing 
really acronymonious happened there. 
We all got along and it was very nice. 
Very interesting. Transportation’s really 
important, you know, because without 
it, you have to walk, and sometimes it 
can be rainy or windy or cold and you 
know, a bus is such a better way to get 
around when you gotta [signaling quo-
tation marks] “bust a move!”

Then on January 29, I attended a 
Measure F meeting. Measure F, if you 
aren’t aware, is a ballot measure which 
will appear on the ballot in the March 
3rd primary to raise money to support 
the Fire Department. 

We brainstormed a bunch of slogans. 
You know, F is a really useful letter. Lot 
of stuff goes with F. 

I suggested Pass F for U. They didn’t 
like it. I suggested Vote Yes to getting 
F’d Up! They didn’t like it. You remem-
ber that Def Leppard song? I suggested 
No F-F-F-F-F-Foolin’. But they thought 
that would be confusing. The No F at 
the front. But I meant it as in No Foolin’ 
about F. It was a very lively discussion. 
Very productive. And I really like that 
Fire Chief Frank Frievalt. Talk about 
dedicated … I just need to ask. Did he 
change his name so his initials would 
be F.F. in order to support Measure F? I 
mean … that’s super cool. 

Mayor Sauser: Kirk? 
Councilman Stapp: I didn’t attend 

anything last week. I just stayed home 
and read old agenda packets and wor-
ried. And I worried and worried be-
cause our housing needs assessment 
says we need to build 4,386 units over 
the next four decades and we’ve slashed 
developer fees and we’re understaffed 
and we’ve got this big funding gap for 
the first phase of The Parcel and you 
know, I visited London once, and when 
you’re down in the Tube - that’s what 
they call the subway in London, the 

Tube - they tell you to “Mind The Gap” 
when you get on the train. The Gap is 
that space between the train and the 
platform. And I just don’t think we’ve 
been Minding the Gap well enough and 
there’s that gap we have when it comes 
to housing units. I would point to that 
housing needs assessment. It says we’ve 
got to build 4,386 units over the next 
four decades. And are we really going 
to be doing that when we’ve slashed 
developer fees … 

Mayor Sauser: Kirk … 
Councilman Stapp: Yes. 
Mayor Sauser: I think the record’s 

skipping. 
Mayor Pro-Tem Salcido (jumping 

in): I agree with Kirk. And I agree with 
John. And I agree with Cleland. And 
everyone in Suite Z. So many interest-
ing observations tonight. Lot of stuff to 
think about.

On January 20, I attended the Women 
in Business seminar at the Fort. Very 
interesting. There are a lot of women 
in business in Mammoth, and they 
face a lot of challenges. Because doing 
business in Mammoth is a challenge. 
No matter if you’re a woman or not. 
Although I didn’t really talk to any men 
about that. Because it was a Women in 
Business meeting. 

But now, I’ve got a little earworm in 

my head. I can’t help but think of Ethel 
Merman singing “There’s no business 
like show business.” But changing the 
word so it’s “There’s no business like 
snow business.” 

Councilmember Hoff: Those darn 
earworms! 

Mayor Pro-Tem Salcido: On January 
26, I attended the CRC meeting with 
John. Very interesting. I have a whole 
new appreciation for tents. So I’m no 
longer tentative about the project. 

Councilman Wentworth: Funny
Mayor Pro-Tem Salcido: I’m not be-

ing funny
Councilman Wentworth: Tenta … 

(she’s not getting it). 
Mayor Pro-Tem Salcido: John, please 

stop interrupting. You had your turn. I 
am very excited about the project. Staff 
has worked very hard to turn this $9.5 
million dream into a $14 million real-
ity, and all the thanks goes to Haislip, 
Grady, the whole team. That’s my 
report.          

Mayor Sauser: I have nothing to 
report. I’m tired and I’m hungry and 
this meeting has gone way too long. 
As long as we all agree that my name 
is listed first when the CRC plaque is 
unveiled, we’re good. (Bangs gavel). We 
are adjourned!

“Firefighters aren’t like cops. They can’t live somewhere else and 
commute to fires. In that scenario, we wouldn’t be calling them fire-

fighters. We’d be calling them ash samplers.”

                               -Lunch

They Said It:

On life expectancy

The three media pros that I considered 
really top-notch when I started in the 
Eastern Sierra - George Shirk, Benett 
Kessler and Bob Todd - are all gone now. 
Average age of death for the three of 
them: approximately 60. 

The only other profession I can think 
of that has such bad life expectancy pros-
pects is law enforcement. A 1998 study 
determined the average life expectancy 
of a police officer to be 66 years. 

So I guess this is no time to ditch those 
life insurance policies I have over at State 
Farm. 

Meanwhile, I figure the life expectancy 
of administrators who work in govern-
ment is high. Because if it takes ‘em for-
ever to get anything done professionally, 
I doubt they’re going to get things done 
any faster in their personal lives.

Whereas us media folks are accus-
tomed to meeting deadlines. 

On resort investment 

MMSA issued a press release this 
week saying it’s spent $1 million on 
Covid-related infrastructure in prepara-
tion for the 2020-2021 ski season. 

This is $1 million more than it’s spent 
on Eagle Lodge in the past two decades. 

On car storage 

I can’t believe I have to write about 
Mamoth Lakes Tourism Executive Direc-
tor John Urdi again this week, but ... I 
promise I’ll stop nitpicking if he’ll curb 
his penchant for self-aggrandizement. 

The latest: He’s been storing a motor-
cycle and a car in the Mammoth Lakes 
Tourism storage unit located in the 
industrial park across from Mammoth 
Lakes Airport. 

Free storage is not delineated in his 
contract. He has not been paying rent. 
And until today, MLT Board Chairman 
John Morris said he didn’t know any-
thing about it. 

“John stored a motorcycle and a car 
there the past two winters. We did not 
have a specific contract for that. If John 
wishes to continue this practice the 
Board will discuss it,” said Morris. 

Sheet: Will he be charged back rent? 
Morris: That will be up to the board. 
Here’s the thing. It’s really tough to get 

busted by the newspaper. I mean, we’re 
distracted, we’re lazy ... we might catch 
one misdeed out of every twenty. 

So you’ve either got to be taking fairly 
large liberties, or are taking relatively fre-
quent liberties, so as to prompt anything 
to be brought to the media’s attention. 

That or you’re just really unlucky. 

/from The Sheet February 8/

/from The Sheet January 25/

/from The Sheet May 30/
/from The Sheet September 19/
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/from The Sheet March 14/

“Has anybody at the Town or MLT ever considered the growth-
inducing impacts of excessive marketing?”

                               -Paul Oster

They Said It:

The Bad News Bears (1976) was one of the seminal movies from my childhood, 
and I think of it this week during the worldwide coronavirus meltdown because it 
really does prove the old adage that you can’t hide your worst player. Eventually, 
the ball will be hit to that person. And they’ll have to make a play. 

In the Bad News Bears, Timmy Lupus, pint-sized rightfielder and tagged by his 
teammates as a “booger-eating spaz,” gets to the championship game against the 
Yankees having not caught a ball all season. In the top of the final inning, a rival 
from the Yankee team blasts a ball to deep right and all the parents in the stands 
and Lupus’s teammates cover their eyes. The Bears are clearly doomed. Lupus 
ducks away, averts his eyes, sticks his glove out … and the ball magically settles 
in the pocket. 

Brilliant, dumb Hollywood-contrived luck. Crisis averted. 
Three years into his presidency, coronavirus just blasted a very deep drive in 

Donald J. Trump’s direction. It was inevitable that at some point in his term, Mr. 
Trump would be asked to stop golfing (booger-digging) and make a difficult play. 

I am under no illusion that Mr. Trump will catch the ball. Like many of his 
fellow world leaders, he didn’t get a good read on the ball as it left the bat, and 
it’s way over his head. But what I am hoping is that he’ll stop looking around for 
someone to blame, stop pointing fingers … and start hauling ass to the outfield 
fence to retrieve the ball. Try to mitigate the damage and hold the play to a triple. 

CORONAVIRUS FINDS TIMMY LUPUS  

“The Power of Bad” was written by John Tierney and Roy Baumeister and pub-
lished by Penguin Press last year. 

Power of Bad, I thought. Certainly has to have some applicability for our 
modern crisis. Because the “negativity effect” is well-documented and we are 
genetically wired to respond hyper-vigilantly to threats, because as the introduc-
tion points out,  “One mistake can still kill you. One enemy can still make your 
life miserable. One loss can erase many previous gains. Paying extra attention 
to threats still makes evolutionary sense. But our fine-tuned sense of bad can be 
debilitating. What worked for hunter-gatherers doesn’t always work for us.”

Because we tend to exaggerate danger. And these days, there are plenty of will-
ing accomplices to repeat the fear and danger back to you, and to amplify it. 

“News coverage of a danger creates public fear, inspiring further coverage and 
more fear, which is why 40% of Americans worry that they or a family member 
will die in a terrorist attack.”

Speaking of terrorist attacks, take a one-off catastrophe like 9/11. So many 
people were terrified of flying after 9/11 that they decided they’d drive versus fly 
when taking their next vacation. The result: an estimated 1,600 extra vehicular 
deaths, since driving is statistically more dangerous than flying. 

Or consider the overreaction that led the United States into invading Iraq over 
perceived weapons of mass destruction that turned out not to exist. This is an 
example of what Tierney and Baumeister refer to as The Crisis Crisis, “the never-
ending series of hyped threats leading to actions that leave everyone worse off.”

A whole chapter, in fact, is devoted to The Crisis Crisis. Here’s the chapter’s 
introduction, verbatim: 

Whether you’re absorbing today’s bad news or contemplating the future of 
humanity, we suggest starting off with three assumptions: 

1. The world will always seem to be in crisis.
2. The crisis is never as bad as it sounds 
3. The solution could easily make things worse.

Then, “We’re convinced the biggest problem of all, the greatest obstacle to 
freedom and prosperity, is the exploitation of people’s negativity bias by crisis-
mongers. It’s the worst social consequence of the negativity effect. By continually 
fomenting fears, the prophets of doom have profoundly distorted the public’s 
view of the present and future.”

And then they let the great philosopher H.L. Mencken drop the hammer. 
“The whole aim of practical politics,” Mencken wrote, “is to keep the populace 
alarmed (and hence clamorous to be led to safety) by menacing it with an endless 
series of hobgoblins, most of them imaginary.” 

And while it would be folly to describe the current pandemic as imaginary, I’m 
starting to hear some rumblings, some restlessness. Because as things progress, 
there’s risk of growing divide between the decision-makers (who are all getting 
paid. It’s easy to err on the side of caution when you’re getting paid), and the 
small business owners who are bleeding profusely.

/from The Sheet April 18/

THE POWER OF BAD 

Collette Gaal was nice enough to forward me a link to a recent story in the 
L.A. Times by James Rainey and Rong-Gong Lin called “Heed the Lessons of 
1918” about the Spanish Flu which killed 50 million people worldwide, including 
675,000 Americans. 

The article states: “The really important lesson of 1918 is to keep interventions 
in place as long as possible,” said Alex Navarro, assistant director of the Center 
for the History of Medicine at the University of Michigan. “Because once the con-
trols are removed, it’s very difficult to reinstate them.”

The Michigan center, along with the national Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, compiled and analyzed historical accounts of the 1918 plague. Their 
research found “a strong association between early, sustained and layered use 
of [non-pharmaceutical interventions] and mitigating the consequences of the 
epidemic.”

It then talks about how San Francisco and Los Angeles each responded. 
The first signs of the pandemic became apparent in mid-September 1918. 
San Francisco quarantined from October 18-November 16. L.A. quarantined 

about three weeks longer, from October 11-December 2. 
The article suggests that quarantining longer and social distancing was more 

effective than wearing masks (San Francisco “obsessed on a singular response to 
the disease: face masks.”)

Both cities suffered a second wave of infections. San Francisco’s was more 
severe. 

Overall, CDC research estimated that L.A.’s “excess” death rate (the number 
who died of influenza above the normal yearly expectation) was 494 per 100,000 
residents. San Francisco’s rate was 673 per 100,000. 

With that as a backdrop ... 
California’s stay-at-home order was issued March 19. To match L.A.’s response 

a century ago, our current order would be lifted May 10. 
To heed Navarro’s advice and “keep interventions in place for as long as pos-

sible,” perhaps the current orders remain in place until May 31. That would liter-
ally keep orders in place 40% longer than they were in place a century ago. 

And on June 1, you open. Because honestly, that’s as long as possible - though 
not long enough, perhaps, for those who are still collecting a paycheck or maybe 
don’t need one - and you have a summer. The general idea of distancing is a good 
one. You don’t have large events. Maybe relax the rules so restaurateurs can seat 
even more people outside when the weather is nice. 

But we need to have a summer. And people need to work and feel useful. And 
us ants need to replenish our stores. As Alterra Resorts CEO Rusty Gregory is fond 
of saying, “Don’t let perfect get in the way of good.” 

Like it’s gotten in the way of workforce housing development and placing roofs 
on ice rinks. 

There’s no perfect, risk-free plan. Life is not risk free. It’s about playing the 
percentages. If we dicker and dawdle and have no summer and then get a second 
wave in November, Mammoth may wake up and realize Bridgeport is the rightful 
county seat because it has a larger population. 

/from The Sheet April 25/

THE LESSONS OF ‘18

LUNCH
continued from page 7

... Contemplate this for a minute as 
you look outside at the hordes of visitors 
traipsing up and down the sidewalks on 
Main Street. 

If we had budgeted $4 million for mar-
keting this year as opposed to $6 million, 
the town could be saving $40,000 a 
week. Just one week’s savings would 
be enough to pay for eight years of car 
storage for MLT Executive Director John 
Urdi.

On Trump

I can’t resist one observation about 
the nation’s Chief Executive. We have 
reached the point where you can pardon 
convicted white collar criminals like 
Blagojevich, DeBartolo and Milken with 
hardly a whimper. I never imagined the 
republic, rule of law, the office of the 
presidency … that it could all erode so 
quickly. And no matter who follows after 
Trump, precedent has been set. Doesn’t 
matter which political party.

Trump is the first president we’ve had 
in my lifetime where it’s unclear as to 
whether he’ll vacate office voluntarily if 
he loses/when his term limit expires. 

/from The Sheet September 19/

/from The Sheet February 29/

True+True=True!

Dear Mr. Lunch,

... You are in the newspaper business. 
Do you ever care if what you print is the 
truth or not? 

It is a good thing your paper is free. I 
would never pay for a paper with such 
a total lack of truth as you sometimes 
show. 

... All you need is to be able to find the 
truth in your political stories. Make your 
sources guarantee their stories are all 
factually true. 

It is as simple as the equation of 2+2=4. 
Any combination or multiples of those 
values have a similar logical relationship. 

It is the same relationship as True/
False. When you hear both sides, you can 
see where the truth is - True+True=True! 
Any false data voids the equation.

Bob Woodson
Bishop

Editor’s note: True plus True = True. 
Crap. Why didn’t someone tell me that 18 
years ago? 

But hey, Mr. Woodson, let me drop this 
mathematical concept on you. Subtract-
ing a negative equals a positive. Maybe 
the voters will apply it in this year’s presi-
dential election.

/from The Sheet October 24/
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“I always thought your skiing should do the talking.”

                           -Zach Yates

“You can’t find the sweet spot if you never look for it.”

                      -Lunch

They Said It:DOLLYWOOD WEST
If there’s one thing about Mammoth, it’s that we have a knack for doing things 

and celebrating things which inevitably fall out of fashion or become utter relics.
There’s the new Mono County Civic Center. Thank God we’ll be paying that off 

for the next three decades, now that we’ve determined most folks can just work 
from home. 

Or consider the monument signs we have at the entrance to town featuring 
the John Muir quotes. That was the brainchild of former Planning Commissioner 
Elizabeth Tenney, who opined that Mammoth needed something at the entrance 
to town which would suggest a “sense of place.” 

Never mind it would make a good photo op. And people would send their self-
ies all over the world. 

Fast-forward to this week, when Sierra Club Executive Director Michael Brune, 
issued a long letter condemning the Club’s racist past and its founder, John Muir 
(see related news brief p. 4). 

So this got me to thinking. While it’s certainly a disappointment to have Muir 
discredited, it also provides us as a community the opportunity to adopt slogans 
which better reflect our town and beliefs. 

Let me present a few finalists before revealing my suggestion as Muir’s replace-
ment. 

Martha Stewart: “So the pie isn’t perfect? Cut it into wedges, stay in control 
and never panic.” This seems like excellent governing advice for our local lead-
ers. And an admonition to our guests that they’re here on vacation. Relax. You’ll 
get your piece of the Sierra, and you don’t have to litter the forest or park in a 
stream to get it. 

Yogi Berra: “You’ve got to be very careful if you don’t know where you are go-
ing, because you might not get there.” This neatly sums up 18 years of my career 
covering the Mammoth Lakes Town Council.

Dave Chappelle: “I’m cool with failing so long as I know that there are people 
around me that love me unconditionally.” Some encouragement here to Mam-
moth’s Town Council, which is absolutely terrified of failing, so it remains reso-
lute in its determination to do nothing. Cleland, Kirk, Lynda, John … I love you 
unconditionally. I really do. I love you too, Bill, but refreshingly, you’re too old 
and curmudgeonly to give a shit about failure/change your mind. Now that you 
know I love you - do something!

Arnold Schwarzenegger: “Money doesn’t make you happy. I now have $50 
million but I was just as happy when I had $48 million.” Perhaps someone can 
forward this editorial to Alterra senior management. A good post-it note for the 
corporate offices when you resume making money hand-over-fist. 

Mike Tyson: “Sometimes I put on a ski mask and dress in old clothes, go out on 
the streets and beg for quarters.” This could be a good reminder for our legions 
of public employees. Maybe exit your cocoons once in awhile to see what effect 
your directives and mandates are having on small business owners who don’t 
enjoy the cradle-to-grave care you enjoy.

Roger Stone: “Unless you can fake sincerity, you’ll get nowhere in this busi-
ness.” A good reminder for our harried front-line employees - at least the ones 
who still have to work versus stay at home and collect the CARES $600.

But the winner, clearly, is Dolly Parton: “It costs a lot of money to look this 
cheap.” 

No explanation required. 
/from The Sheet July 25/

This was one of the most controversial pieces I published this year. It was per-
ceived as anti-Food Bank and anti-community. What’s interesting to me is that 
during this second lockdown, the Food Bank was been entirely offloaded to IMACA 
while the Town focuses on Business Assistance grants. 

Like everyone else, I suppose, I am watching the corona drama unfold with a 
mixture of horror and fascination. All the while looking at my own books and try-
ing to determine how long I can hold my breath underwater. 

And recognizing, of course, that it’s only just started. The first few miles of a 
lengthy marathon. 

Mistakes made at the outset can be forgiven. There’s adrenaline at the start. 
Maybe you go off too fast. Maybe you overestimate the depth of your resources. I 
get it. 

But once that euphoria wears off, it’s time to make the hard decisions. 
Take, for example, the Food Bank being run by Mammoth Lakes Tourism. 
You’re feeding people. It feels good. You’re keeping the employees busy. You’re 

emphasizing community. You’re tamping down the initial shock of displacement. 
All important. 
But now it’s time to settle into the marathon. And by settling into the marathon, 

I mean offloading the Food Bank to the professionals at IMACA and the like, and 
laying off the entire staff until May 15 at the earliest. 

That or keep people on and reduce salaries 50% through the end of the year. 
In the leisure industry, such a move is the norm right now. 
Marriott CEO Arne Sorenson’s salary will be suspended the rest of the year. His 

top executives are all taking 50% cuts. 
Movie theater chain AMC furloughed 600 executives on Wednesday, including 

its CEO. 
Mammoth Lakes Tourism Board Chairman John Morris says he wants the 

organization to be nimble and ready to go when the occasion warrants to begin 
marketing in earnest. But we have an advertising agency on-call (Mering Carson) 
to do our bidding. The agency makes the vast majority of our media buys. 

The Board itself can make that determination. To give Mering Carson the green 
light. The rest of the staff can be hired back at that time. I hardly see a “ramp up” 
period required. Your staff knows their jobs. And you know they’re not going else-
where. Elsewhere has no work. 

Keep them on the sidelines until you’re back running. And save the $25,000/
week in payroll. 

Right now, you have an Executive Director who all-in makes about $300,000/
year (including benefits) running a 
Food Bank. He’s the highest-compen-
sated Food Bank CEO in the history of 
Food Banks. 

Enough. You want to support the 
community? Give IMACA the $25,000/
week. Or with the salary savings, select 
a TBID-paying restaurant and offer the 
community a certain dollar amount in 
free vouchers every day to go and eat 
there. Maybe Bleu one day, Roberto’s 
the next, etc. Keep the rest of the pow-
der dry for, you know, marketing. The 
request MLT made Thursday for further 
donations from far and wide to keep 
this thing going … it’s embarrassing. 
You can’t pay people $25,000/week to 
run a food bank. That’s quite the over-
head. Never mind the cost of the food. 

Former Mammoth Lakes Town 
Councilman Michael Raimondo laid 
it out for me like this on Tuesday, We 
dealt with the same type of emergency 
during the airport lawsuit bankruptcy. 
The public sector, he said, is inclined 
to sit on its hands and burn money in 
a crisis. It gets paralyzed. It doesn’t 
want to react. But you’ve got to be re-
ally aggressive in these situations, said 
Raimondo. “We can’t sit around until 
August.” 

A RUN ON THE BANK
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Bob Todd (b. 1962): Bob Todd was 
a drinker, a toker, a gambler, a slob, a 
Deadhead, an avid sports fan. He was 
loud, outspoken, caustic and funny. He 
didn’t broker dummies and fools. He was 
a lifelong bachelor. He lived life on his 
terms. As his friend Chuck Scatolini said, 
“”He taught me what living unapologeti-
cally is about. In all situations, he was 
always the real Bob. Utterly authentic.”

And beloved. 
And the best friend one could have - 

whether you were a person or a dog. 
Bob Todd died on Sunday, January 12 

clad in his Forty Niner pajamas. He was 
57. 

Bob was the longtime morning host of 
the Bob Todd Show on Sierra Wave radio. 
So even if you didn’t know him, you 
knew him. You knew his booming voice. 
You knew his musical tastes. You knew 
his sense of humor - particularly when 
he’d get rolling during 10:20 Trivia with 
sidekick Catherine Hurdle. 

You knew him because he cared. 
About you. About your kids. He was the 
guy who’d drive down to cover a high 
school football game in Kern Valley on 
a Friday night and have the game up on 
television by Saturday morning. 

Interesting people tend to 
migrate to the Sierra - drawn by 
the beauty, the remoteness, and 
by the camaraderie of tight-knit 
communities. The tight-knit part 
... that’s what makes each of these 
names feel like a punch to the 
gut.In Memory

YEAR IN REVIEW

He would joke to his brother Spike, 
“We’ve gotta get home and get this on-
air so the 12 people that care can watch 
it.” It was about getting those kids’ names 
on the radio, on television. Giving them 
their moment of glory. Giving their 
parents and grandparents something to 
brag about. 

And he was the guy, according to 
Sierra Wave colleague Bill LeFever, who 
couldn’t help but get emotional when 
reading obituaries on-air, even if he had 
never known the person he was eulogiz-
ing.

Davina Wiitala (b. 1985): Wiitala, who 
was born in San Diego County, was the 
eldest of six siblings. When she was 12, 
her father David moved the family to 
Big Creek (near Shaver Lake, northeast 
of Fresno). Big Creek is a small town 
with a population of 300 or so. It was in 
this environment where she spent her 
formative years roaming the mountains. 

At the earliest opportunity, Davina got 
a job driving Snowcats at nearby China 
Peak Mountain Resort. As her father 
says, a ski accident suffered by Davina’s 
sister Demaree (as a result of the resort 
trying to save money by cutting corners 
in its safety protocol) led Davina to be 
very particular and perfectionist when it 
came to her job. 

Her father said she was the type who 
showed up for work regardless if she 
were sick or not, and befitting a person 
from a small town, Davina had a gift for 
knowing how to do things, fix things. She 
was resourceful.

And driving Snowcats was a job she 
loved. “Once she started,” said her father 
David, “we knew she’d do it for life.” 

Greg Sorenson was her Supervisor 
at Mammoth Mountain during her 
12-13 year stint at MMSA. He lauded 

her “awesome work ethic. She was very 
committed to the job. Very professional. 
Very thorough. Always had the safety of 
the guest in mind … she enjoyed it. She 
loved it. And she did a darn good job … 
She was a great girl.” 

And the only woman on CAT crew for 
the past seven or eight years. 

Dave McCoy (b. 1915): Dave McCoy, 
founder of Mammoth Mountain, the 
one degree of separation literally bind-
ing generations of skiers and residents 
together, died last Saturday at his home 
in Bishop. He was 104. 

More than anything, Dave liked to 
build things. Big things. Outrageously 
fun and awesome things. Side-by-side 
with hundreds upon hundreds of his 
best friends. And I call them, you, his 
best friends, because you were either 
with him, in the trenches, sweating, 
smiling, knocking it out, engaged in 
this grand purpose to create something 
memorable and utilitarian and great 
and FUN. Or you lined up, and paid the 
fee, and rode the lifts, and enjoyed the 
fruit of his labors. And really, that was 
enough for him. One more happy face. 
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And one more person refilling the till 
to finance the next adventure. The next 
project. He plowed every penny back 
into the resort. Seeking to win over that 
next smile. 

As a close friend who knew Dave for 
50 years observed, “Money didn’t buy 
Dave a $100,000 Mercedes Benz. Money 
bought him a flannel shirt.”  

And you joined him in his endeavors 
because he looked like you, sounded 
like you, bled like you. And he didn’t 
care about your background or your 
pedigree. He just cared about your 
ideas, your heart and whether or not 
you were gung ho in helping pursue his 
lofty visions. 

That was one aspect of who he was. 
And then there was another aspect 
which was … not quite mortal. There 
was the young hydrographer hired by 
the City of Los Angeles in 1936 who 
skied through the deep snow (up to 50 
miles a day) in the isolated and forbid-
ding Sierra, taking snow surveys. There 
was the guy who drew up a rough sketch 
of the top of Chair 23 with Heimo La-
dinig on the back of a napkin. There was 
the guy who competed in motocross 
races in his 50s, 60s, 70s and beyond 
against other men not even half his age 
- and won. 

This was the guy whom you thought 
might be able to outlast the mountains 
themselves.

I mean, who didn’t hear of Dave’s 
passing and look up just to make sure 
the mountains were still there? 

Buster Norton (b. 1932): In 1965, he 
took possibly the biggest risk of his life, 
moving his family to the small commu-
nity of Mammoth Lakes, Calif. to open a 
grocery store. After years of hard work, 
“Buster’s Market” became a successful 
business.  

Buster would later develop other busi-
nesses including two additional grocery 
stores, one in Bridgeport, Calif. and one 
in Rancho Murieta, Calif. He also opened 
the first self-serve gas station (Norco) 
in Mammoth Lakes and later added a 
Goodyear Tire Center and Mini Market 
and also opened Mammoth’s first FTD 
Floral delivery and gift shop where he 
also sold his personal photographic 
artwork.  

Buster later developed a manufactured 
home park (Creekside) in Phoenix, Ore.  
He forever possessed an entrepreneurial 
spirt and was always looking for new 
business opportunities.  

Buster was a renaissance man in 
the truest sense of the term. He had 
numerous passions and interests and 

developed real expertise in many of his 
pursuits.

For example, he was a licensed private 
pilot and owned his own plane for many 
years. He was also a very accomplished 
and passionate photographer.  He trav-
eled much of the world taking thousands 
of photographs. He was very knowledge-
able and well read about Africa and took 
one of his favorite trips there in 1982 for 
a six-week photo safari by himself. 

Mary Pipersky (b. 1953): When Mary 
was a young child, her father affection-
ately called her “My Little Bulldozer.” 

So from a young age, she was clearly 
determined, knew what was right, and 
knew how to manifest it. 

As sister Charma said, “I admire her 
so much. She was so strong and so clear 
in her decision-making ... she had a kind 
heart and a brave spirit ... and she was a 
keen observer of people and knew how 
to noodge them along.” 

Which made her an effective public 
servant. She not only served as Mono 
County Supervisor, but also served as a 
Mono County Planning Commissioner 
and a board member of the Eastern 
Sierra Land Trust. 

... With partner Susan, she created 
Anything Goes in the ‘80s, which was 
both a restaurant and a catering com-
pany. And as Byron Walters, owner of the 
State Farm insurance agency which was 
located across the hall from the restau-
rant, observed, “When it [Anything Goes] 
opened, there was nothing else like it. It 
was like going into your mom’s kitchen. 
Ii was that friendly. And it literally 

pushed Mammoth Lakes [from a culi-
nary standpoint] into the 21st century. 

And while this may seem like a far-
fetched impossibility to anyone under 
40, Craig Schrager noted that Anything 
Goes was the, “first place in town where 
you could get a scone and/or a latte.” 

Jack Copeland (b. 1951): He was the 
type of guy who still wrote thank you 
letters. 

A guy who made it a point to remem-
ber people’s names. And if he were in 
line at Vons, address the checker by 
name and ask him/her about their day. 

“A true gentleman.” That’s how former 
Mammoth Hospital CEO Gary Myers 
aptly described him. 

But don’t mistake gentleman for stick 
in the mud. He wasn’t a stick in the 
mud. No stick in the mud could have 
landed Kathy Copeland for a wife. 

... One summer, Jack taught skiing in 
Australia while Kathy remained in Mam-
moth. They were free to date others and 
did. Kathy was dating Jon Eisert when 
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Jack returned home. 
And he stewed for about ten days (they 

lived in the same house), growing more 
jealous by the minute. 

Finally, one night, Kathy and Eisert 
return home from the bar in her 1954 
Chevy truck. Eisert’s drunk as a skunk. As 
they pull into the driveway, Jack comes 
storming out of the house in a bathrobe, 
opens the passenger door, and shoves 
Eisert towards the middle of the bench 
seat.

Jack then pours his heart out and 
professes his undying love to Kathy and 
proposes right there. 

They kiss (leaning over Eisert to do so). 
And that was that. They were married 41 
years. 

Amy Cutter (b. 1961): There’s a reason 
why Amy Cutter was never content to 
simply be a “weekend” warrior. 

Because the adjective was too limiting. 
She was a warrior for seven days a week, 
not two. 

And given a choice between a career 
at The Walt Disney Company and a life 
in Mammoth with the man she loved, 
she chose not to choose. And ended up 
having a great run on both fronts, spend-
ing 27 years at Disney, and 20 years with 
Martin Kleinbard, a local electrician.

Tragically, she was unable to make the 
same long-term accommodation with 
cancer, which took her life on Tuesday, 
March 10. She was 59. 

In her final days, no less than four of 
her Disney bosses over the past two de-
cades visited her in her hospital room. 

She was that good. That respected. 
She was a gorgeous skier. And perhaps 

because of her Disney affiliation, Fast Ski 
Sports shop owner Matt Finnigan, who 
knew Cutter for thirty years, dubbed her 
“Tinker Bell.” 

And she was tough. As illustrated by a 
cross-country ski trip she took in Yosem-
ite with her brother. They got caught in a 
heavy snowstorm, but not before rescu-
ing a few others who were not quite as 
prepared. The result: Four people stuck 
inside a two-man tent for three days. 

Michael O’Kelly (b. 1944): As long-
time friend Ralph Lehotski observed, 
“He wasn’t a showman. He was just a 
regular guy. Friendly. Always willing 
to help. He was somebody you wanted 
as a friend. Somebody you liked being 
around.” 

He wasn’t particularly worldly, nor did 
he aspire to be. He liked his small-town 
community. He was a man who liked to 
go on walks with his dogs. And he was 
thrifty. He didn’t need much.

From an outside perspective, he was 
unremarkable. Until one considers the 
arc of his life - and the elements even his 
children were not fully cognizant of until 
he passed. 

As a friend of his from high school 
once told his ex-wife Nancy, “For what 
Mike went through as a child, he far ex-
ceeded [in his life] what you’d normally 
expect.”

Michael grew up in La Canada. His 
mother died when he was seven. His 
younger sister Kathy was four. 

His father was a drinker - wasn’t 
equipped to handle two young children 
at home. Michael and his sister bounced 
from orphanages to foster homes 

When he returned to La Canada after a 
two-year hitch in Hawaii, he met his wife 
Nancy on a blind date - they attended an 
L.A. Rams season opener together. 

Michael attended trade school after he 
got married and became an electrician.

The couple had three children. The 
eldest, Shannon, lives in Switzerland. 
Then came the twins, Karen and Kyle, 
who now resides in Dana Point.

In 1980, the O’Kellys moved to Mam-
moth. In addition to Michael’s hanging 
a shingle as an electrician, the couple 
also bought and then operated the Snow 
Goose Inn. Nancy O’Kelly also started a 
very successful local restaurant with Jan 
Dunn, called O’Kelly and Dunn. 

Pedro Escobar (b. 1957): Pedro Esco-
bar of Mammoth Lakes, passed away on 
March 31 from COVID-19 related illness. 
He was 63.

Pedro was the sort of person who 
would help others unconditionally, who 
loved the world around him and those in 
it. He lived, as his daughter Silvia put it, 
“one day at a time.” 

He was born in Valparaiso, Chile, the 
fourth child of Luis Ernesto Escobar and 
Silvia del Carmen Rojas. He came of age 
during a tumultuous time;  the dictator 
Augusto Pinochet assumed power in 
1975. With Pinochet in charge, Pedro was 
unable to pursue journalism in school 
but he was able to follow his brother 
Jorge into media, becoming a camera-
man for a television station in Valparaiso 
and traveling the country with Jorge on a 
wide-range of assignments.

He left Chile for Los Angeles in 1983. 
In LA, he was able to continue working 
as a cameraman, this time for Univision 
and Telemundo. 

After injuries from being hit by a drunk 
driver left him unable to travel home to 

Chile, a friend suggested Pedro spend 
the season working in Mammoth Lakes 
as a nice diversion.

Like so many people who come up 
here for a season, he never truly left. 

It was in Mammoth that he met his 
future wife, Socorro Garcia, from Ixt-
lahuacan del Rio in Mexico. They were 
introduced by Pedro’s roommates, who 
just so happened to be Soroco’s brothers. 
Over time, he began to write her short 
love notes, in English, and they began 
dating. 

Gary Berger (b. 1940): Gary Berger 
was a little bit like E.F. Hutton. 

When he spoke, people listened. Even 
Sam Walker. 

As Tom Cage said this week with a 
laugh, “Gary was one of the few people 
where, when he started to talk, Sam 
Walker would shut up.” 

Gary Berger, who excelled at so many 
things - as a father, husband, ski instruc-
tor, restaurateur, soccer coach - passed 
away on July 24 at his home in Mam-
moth. He was 80 years old. 

... His attention to detail manifested 
itself in everything Berger did, from 
teaching to business to even a choice of 
words. 

Craig Albright, who now serves as 
Mammoth Mountain’s Vice-President 
of Skier Services, not only worked as 
a ski instructor under Berger, but also 
cooked for him at his restaurant. 

“He would get ticked off at waitresses 
if they said we had run out of the spe-
cial. We never run out, he’d say. We sell 
out. There’s a big difference.” 

As an instructor, former proteges 
Albright, Gary Posekian (four-year 
member of the PSIA - Professional Ski 
Instructors Assn. - Alpine Team), John 
Armstrong (former Race Dept. Director 
and Corporate Trainer) and Julie Brown 
(current Vice-President, June Mountain 
Operations) all touched upon similar 

more IN MEMORY, page 13
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themes when recalling “taskmaster” Gary 
Berger. An amalgam of their observations 
would read something like this:

“He had no patience for you if you 
weren’t striving to improve yourself. And 
he had a sixth sense for sniffing that out. 
His prickliness steered away the unwor-
thy. But once you proved yourself to him, 
he was great.”

But even if he loved you, he was always 
sure to keep you humble. 

Gary Posekian recalled a time he was 
ripping down Broadway and Gary had 
a group coming up the T-Bar with him. 
And as Posekian says, Broadway was 
showtime. You knew everyone on the T-
Bar was watching you. 

Berger literally flagged Posekian down 
and instructed his group to get off half-
way. Posekian was swelling with pride. 
He thought Berger would hold him up as 
a paragon of skiing excellence. 

Berger, addressing Posekian: Gary, 
you stay here while we ski down a bit so 
we can observe you. I wanted to give my 
class an example of a truly dysfunctional 
pole plant.

Thaddeus Taylor (b. 1946): An avid 
outdoorsman and fly-fisherman, he 
became the Inyo County manager for 
California Trout. In 1985, he was appoint-
ed to the Inyo County Water Commission 
and helped negotiate the 1991 long-term 
water agreement between Inyo County 
and City of Los Angeles. He pushed to 
include the Lower Owens River restora-
tion project.  

Greg James, former Inyo County 
Counsel and Water Department Direc-
tor recalled, “Thaddeus was particularly 
forceful when one of LADWP’s negotia-
tors claimed, ‘It’s our land and our water 
and we can do what we want with it.’ He 
never hesitated to call ‘BS’ even if the 
claim was made by the Mayor of Los 
Angeles ... 

“He could be outrageous when 
expressing his opinions—occasionally 
causing all in the negotiating room to roll 
their eyes—but it was done in the service 
of seeking to protect the valley. He was 
an extraordinarily valuable team member 
and a very forceful negotiator who always 
sought to protect the Owens Valley from 
LADWP’s groundwater pumping, water 
exports and other water activities. He do-
nated a huge amount of time and energy 
to the County and its citizens. We owe 
him a debt of gratitude.”

Thaddeus served as Chairman of the 
Inyo County Republican Party, twice, 
from 1996 to 2005 and 2007 to 2016.

Tom Stehlik (b. 1955): Stehlik worked 
for Dempsey Construction from 1970 
(while he was in high school) until 1998, 
serving as a Project Superintendent for 
many years. Trivia note: Stehlik’s younger 
brother Jay holds the distinction of being 
the last construction employee of the 
company.

Stehlik’s career with Dempsey wasn’t 
always etched in stone. In 1974-1975, 
Tom attended West Hills College to study 
accounting and play football. But he 
ultimately chose work and money in the 
bank over continuing his education.

He met his wife Teri at the Mill City 
Mining Company bar on Old Mammoth 
Road (where the Red Lantern is located 
now). She and a friend were there. She 
was probably 17. It was pretty much 
love at first sight. “I saw her two or three 
times,” recalls Tom, “And then I headed 

out on a planned trip to Hawaii. Dad had 
a few condos over there and we were 
going to do a mixture of working and 
surfing. I had three weeks to think about 
it, and I couldn’t get her off my mind.”

He came home and asked her to marry 
him. Teri’s family wasn’t completely on 
board and felt she was too young and the 
marriage wouldn’t last.

But as Tom said, “I’m not the abandon-
ing type.”

They celebrated their 40th anniversary 
in June.

As a father, Brie said her dad was the 
type of guy who could fit in seamlessly in 
a gathering with her friends, and that he 
was not the lecturing type. “He gave no 
lectures about how I should live my life,” 
said Brie. “He would only give advice if 
prompted.”

Roxanne Tallman (b. 1946): Horse-
man, philanthropist and steadfast friend 
Roxanne Tallman died September 25 af-
ter a long bouth with cancer. She was 73. 

Tallman was the owner of Hidden 
Creeks Ranch in Bishop, the board-
ing home for scores of area horses. Her 
eldest daughter Amanda will inherit the 
operation. 

Tallman is also the namesake for the 
Tallman Pavillion at the Tri-County Fair-
grounds. 

How she met her husband: She had 
gone on a ski club trip to June Mountain 
and broken a ski. Back home, she wan-
dered into the Holiday House, a ski shop 
in Pasadena, to get it fixed. The owner 
was named Chuck Tallman. And he fit 
the description. He was 6’5”. 

The running joke between mom and 
dad, recalls youngest daughter Kristen, 
was that anything could be fixed with 
duct tape and zip ties. 

“A problem was never a problem,” 
added Kristen. Mom believed it’s all solv-
able. there’s always a way to get things 
done, and giving up was never an option. 
She had no patience for quitters. 

And “If you’re stuck, ask” was one of 
her mantras. 

“I may not be an A student,” Roxanne 
herself said, “but I’m a MacGyver.”

The previous four pages are not compre-
hensive. And some who passed, including 
Sally Joseph, who died in the Walker Fire, 
and “Mr. Bishop” Chuck Kilpatrick, who 
died this week, will have obituaries appear 
in upcoming issues. 

Some who died in late 2019 but were 
written up in 2020 are not included here: 
Tony Colasardo (Jan. 4, 2020 issue) and 
Bob Schotz (Feb. 22, 2020). Obituaries ap-
pearing within the past two weeks (Rodney 
Wiley, Dec. 19) and Nick Gunter (Dec. 26) 
were also omitted due to recency. Any of 
these profiles can be accessed via the online 
edition archives at www.thesheetnews.
com. 
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protests
YEAR IN REVIEW “It’s weird when you have to leave Mammoth to go to Yosemite 

to get away from the crowds.”

                         -Corinne Brown

They Said It:People of all ages took to the 
streets this year to protest a 
variety of causes. Black Lives 
Mattered. Blue Lives Mattered. 
Protest/rally photos appeared 
in the June 6, June 13, and 
August 22 issues 
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People
YEAR IN REVIEW
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/from The Sheet Feb. 29/

When my reporters tell me 
they don’t know what to write 
about, I tell ‘em to just walk down 
the street and talk someone up. 
The Eastside is full of interesting 
characters. The most interesting 
one I met this year? Dick Burbine

   -Lunch

BURBINE = FINE WINE

There’s a reason why the name 
stuck. 

In 1998, newsman Tom Brokaw 
published a book called “The Greatest 
Generation” to describe Americans who 
came of age during the Great Depression 
and World War II. 

The inevitable march of time has 
thinned the ranks of that generation, 
and it seems as if the noise of modern 
life tends to erase history - or at the very 
least obscure it. 

But on Sunday afternoon in Bridge-
port, a member of the Greatest Genera-
tion made a curtain call. 

The place: The Burbine (pronounced 
Burr-byne) residence in Bridgeport.

The occasion: A commemoration of 
the 75th anniversary of the sinking of the 
S.S. Henry Bacon, the last ship sunk by 
the German Luftwaffe in World War II. 

Dick Burbine, 94, is one of two remain-
ing survivors from that day - a day where 
22 Americans lost their lives. 

When you meet Dick Burbine, the first 
thing that crosses your mind is, “This 

isn’t Dick Burbine.” 
Because there’s nothing about him that 

seems 94. He doesn’t look 94. He doesn’t 
move like 94. He’s in incredible shape. As 
his doc, James Witmer, at the V.A. hos-
pital in Gardnerville joked after putting 
him through his last physical, “Get out of 
my office. You embarrass me.” 

When you walk in the house and he 
offers you a drink, the drinks he prefers 
tend to come in 1.5 oz. servings. And 
then he leaves the bottle on the table. 
And you’re always welcome to stay the 
night if you pour yourself one too many. 

He hands me a bottle. Pusser’s Royal 
Navy Rum. “This is the reason I’m alive,” 
he says. 

And as I was soon to discover, he 
wasn’t kidding. 

“We ran into one of the most severe 
storms ever recorded in the area. It was 
so strong it went right off the barometer 
- completely off the scale. Winds of over 
130 miles per hour, 45 to 60 degrees be-
low zero. We lost the convoy. The rough 
seas sheared the steel pins holding the 

main springs on the steering mechanism. 
We had no steering capacity.” 

And it was in this compromised 
condition that the S.S. Henry Bacon was 
discovered by 23 JU-88 German planes. 

Burbine said that the Bacon put up 
a fight. It shot down a confirmed six 
planes, and damaged another four before 
the ship was hit by a torpedo which blew 
a hole in its magazine near Hold #5. 

She sank in less than an hour. 
Immediately after the ship was struck, 

Burbine says “My Chief Engineer ordered 
me to cut loose one of the lifeboats with 
a fire axe because the cables were frozen. 
But the sea hit me and took me and the 
life boat right over the side. I came up 
under the life boat. It had hit me on the 
back of the neck and knocked me out. I 
had to kick off my sea boots in the tangle 
of lines in the water, and somehow I 
rolled the life boat upright. How I did it, 
I don’t know. Witnesses who saw me do 
it couldn’t say how I did it by myself … it 
saved some crew by doing that.”

Only two lifeboats were serviceable 
following the torpedo strike. In one boat 
were placed 20 Norwegian women and 
children, war refugees who had boarded 
the Henry Bacon in Murmansk. 

The second lifeboat took as many crew 
members as it dared. 

In an act of heroism that Dick Burbine 
alluded to again and again during our 
time together, the ship’s 50-year old Chief 
Engineer, Donald Haviland, gave up his 
seat on the lifeboat to one of his 18-year 
old sailors. 

Haviland subsequently went down 
with the ship. 

Ringleader 

But what of Dick Burbine? He’s in the 
water, It’s cold and dark. You can’t see a 
thing. The waves are swelling 100 feet. 

A life ring floats by. Seriously. A little 
ring maybe a few feet in diameter. He’s 
able to grab it. 

He hears a few friends close by. There’s 
Woodrow Wilson Pozon. They connect. 
Pozon hangs onto a piece of the ring. 
Then they hear William “Blackie” Will-
ridge and swim toward him, connect. He 
grabs a piece of the ring. And finally, they 
also save Warren Bachelor, who is in and 
out of delirium. They put Warren’s head 
through the ring, and then wrap their legs 
around Bachelor’s to secure him. 

And they wait, they hope, for a rescue. 
It’s somewhat ironic that being in the 

water may have improved their chances. 
The relatively warm sea current beat ex-
posure to the arctic air. Tragically, some 
men who were able to access the dun-
nage, the floating detritus from the ship, 
died because the sea spray literally froze 
them to the timbers. 

Those in rafts were okay - so long as 
they stayed dry. 

According to Burbine, he was con-

scious during the whole ordeal. In fact, 
at one point, amid the swells, he saw the 
“Christmas Tree.” 

Huh? 
“The Christmas Tree is the top of then 

mast where the running lights are … at 
one point, I saw it moving on the horizon 
and five minutes later I could make out 
the shape of the hull.” 

Meaning that they were floating in the 
first place a rescuer would look.

During the nearly three hour ordeal, 
there wasn’t a lot of talking. Nor a great 
deal of time devoted to existential 
thought. 

“We were cold and hurting,” says Bur-
bine. “You didn’t want to waste energy 
talking and letting heat out of your body. 
It was just all about survival. How to save 
our asses.” 

When help finally arrived in the form 
of the H.M.S. Zambesi, a British De-
stroyer, the assumption was that it was a 
recovery mission as opposed to a rescue 
mission. 

The typical survival rate for a person 
submerged in such frigid water tempera-
tures is 10 to 15 minutes. 

A sub-lieutenant on the Zambesi, Ian 
Rodney Bowen (later knighted), “tied 
a heaving line around his waist and 
jumped in to hook us up and take us 
aboard,” said Burbine. “At the time, they 
thought we were dead because we were 
covered with ice when they brought us 
on the dock - but when they dropped us 
on the deck my eyes opened and rolled 
back and they said, ‘My God, they’re still 
alive.’”

“What they did once they brought us 
aboard … our clothes were frozen to 
our bodies. So they laid us on the mess 
hall tables, covered us with sheets and 
packed us in sea ice. They covered us 
with sea ice, let the sea ice melt room 
temperature as our bodies thawed out 
with it.” 

But there was no medication. They’d 
picked up so many survivors there was 
none left. All they had left: Pusser’s Royal 
Navy Rum. They had barrels of it. So the 
doctor (who was actually not a medical 
doctor but a veterinary doctor) provided 
a steady supply over the next four days. 
“He kept us on a mellow glow,” recalls 
Burbine. 

And at the end of four days, the verdict: 
“I had frostbite but didn’t lose any ex-
tremities. the doctors checked us out and 
said we were fine.”

Burbine's keys to longevity
1. Pusser’s Rum 
2. Own and use a chainsaw frequently. 

“Work gives us a reason for being,” is his 
takeaway message. 

3. No rabbit food - Dick’s no fan of 
vegetables

4. Don’t use sugar and salt. Eat it how 
it comes. He prefers meat and potatoes.

Burbine (far right) with Robert Chuck Reed (center) and Earnal Spurgeon “Spud” Campbell 
back in 2003. At that time, they were the three remaining survivors. The other remaining 
survivor circa 2020 is Campbell, 98. WWII vet recalls improbable rescue following sinking of S.S. Henry Bacon
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“Travel is our lifeblood, and we’re literally in need 
of a desperate transfusion.” 

                                            - Alicia Vennos  

They Said It:

/from The Sheet May 16/
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Daniel O’Connell

The legal process can be extensive, 
arduous, and immensely tricky to 
navigate for anyone who isn’t a lawyer. 
Legal disputes can go on for months 
and even years, with significant costs 
incurred and no guaranteed positive 
outcome. 

For those seeking to avoid the 
headache of settling a dispute or 
disagreement in court, Daniel 
O’Connell of Alpine Dispute Resolution 
offers an alternative: save time, money, 
and sanity by settling before things even 
reach the point where court dates are 
set. 

 Before coming to Mammoth Lakes 
in 2009, O’Connell worked for a civil 
litigation practice in Los Angeles from 
1989 until 2003. The practice handled 
a wide variety of cases including 
commercial, breach of contract, and 
personal injury. 

After leaving the LA practice, 
he branched out into real estate 
investment, which led to the project that 
would bring him to the Eastern Sierra 
permanently, Mammoth Rock ‘n Bowl, 
where he spent eight and a half years as 
developer and owner until selling his 
interest in April, 2019. 

At that point, he began looking into 
other things that he could with one 
caveat: “I didn’t want to go back to 
practicing law,” said O’Connell. 

Zach Yates

 Known to customers as the tall 
quiet guy in the ski repair room, and 

/from The Sheet March 7/

to local racers as the tall quiet source 
of sophisticated race tunes, Zach 
Yates started out in the rental shop at 
Footloose in 1995. 

He is now the shop’s co-owner. If 
Oregon’s Mt. Hood Meadows ski area 

had rented snowboards in the 80’s, 
Zach’s path might have been very 
different. But they only rented skis. 

“We didn’t grow up in a ski family, I 
was skateboarding a lot, and if anything 
I wanted to snowboard. But my mom 
got a job at Mt. Hood Meadows so 
we got free rentals. They didn’t rent 
snowboards at the time, so that was it.” 

He got a job as a busboy at Mt. Hood 
at fourteen, saving up all winter to buy 
his first pair of skis: “K2 Extremes. 207’s. 
I slept with them for a while.”  

Zach became one of the youngest 
certified instructors at fifteen, teaching 
at Hood through high school, and then 
moving to Kirkwood where he met 
future co-owner Silver Chesak, a fellow 
instructor. 

At Kirkwood he got his first chance 
to ski more technical terrain, and ski 
with heroes of the time like Glen Plake 
and Darren Johnson. But it was short 
lived: “Basically, we got kicked out of 
Kirkwood for partying too hard in the 
employee housing,” he says, laughing, 
“so we went to Mammoth

Yisroel and Mushky Gordon:

For the first time, maybe ever, Mam-
moth Lakes will have a Rabbi living 
here supporting the Jewish community 
and spreading kindness to anyone who 
needs it. 

Rabbi Yisroel Gordon recently moved 
here with his wife Mushky Gordon to 
open up a Jewish Center not just for 
Mammoth Lakes but anyone in Mono 
or Inyo county that is interested in the 
services offered. Rabbi Yisroel grew up 
in Melbourne, Australia. 

While Mushky is originally from Con-
necticut. He came to Mammoth Lakes 
last December to check out the area and 
moved here on Tuesday, March 3 all the 
way from Brooklyn, New York. 

“The people here are really nice. We 
have met so many of them already,” 
Rabbi Yisroel said in a conversation with 
The Sheet, “We are here to serve the 
Jewish community here that is currently 
underserved. There is no infrastructure 
available for this growing community.” 

Working with the Jewish organization 
Chabad, Rabbi Yisroel and his wife were 
in touch with Rabbi Shlomo Cunin, the 
director of Chabad-Lubavitch of Cali-
fornia, who was aware of the lack of a 
Jewish presence in Mammoth Lakes. 

Caliese Linnastruth

Caliese Linnastruth, a Mammoth 
Lakes native, has been a nurse at Mam-
moth Hospital for the past 2.5 years after 
starting out at Swedish Medical Center 
in Denver.

/from The Sheet March 28/

“It was a privilege to come back and 
work with the individuals who have 
known me since I was a wee tot,” Linnas-
truth said with a laugh. When news first 
broke of about COVID-19, local authori-
ties began the process of planning for its 
spread to the Sierra. 

From the beginning, the disease 
coming here seemed inevitable given 
the high amount of winter tourist 
traffic to the region from all over the 
United States and the world. Linnastruth 
described the hospital’s approach as 

/from The Sheet April 11/

“proactive”,” noting that “Prior to our 
first confirmed positive, we already had 
designated quarantine and “clean” areas 
to optimize safety for all. The cafeteria 
removed the salad bar and group seat-
ing, and a greeter was placed at every 
entrance to check for fever, cough and 
shortness of breath prior to entrance 
into the facility.” 

“There was even a criteria in place for 
healthcare workers who have traveled in 
the last two weeks to check for symp-
toms on a daily basis,” Linnastruth said. 
News surrounding the virus has been 
decidedly dire and grim but hospital 
staff are handling it well. 

“Honestly, the mood is resilient ... and 
united,” Linnastruth told The Sheet. 

Team Sew Forth (Jeanne Oakeshott, 
Terry Lee)

It was everyone’s favorite neighbor, 
Fred Rogers, who encouraged us to 
look for the helpers during trying times. 
And some Mono County residents have 
answered the call by utilizing their skills 
to become helpers in the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Operating under the name Team Sew 
Forth, this coalition of sewing mavens 
and organizers formed in late March 
when Terry Lee, a retired court commis-
sioner for both Inyo and Mono Counties, 
reached out to Jeanne Oakeshott to see if 
Oakeshott would be interested in sewing 
masks for Mammoth Hospital’s protec-
tive equipment drive. 

“I said, yeah, of course, do you need 
other people to sew,” Oakeshott told 
the Sheet, “Within hours, I had like 18 
people.” Oakeshott eventually took the 
lead on communications and supplies 
gathering for the sewing arm of Sew 
Forth, ordering yards of elastic and pick-
ing up sheets from the Cast-Off. 

“Instead of diamonds being a girl’s 
best friend, it was elastic,” Oakeshott 
joked. She explained that elastic is in 
extremely short supply worldwide for a 
number of reasons, including expense of 

material and shipping costs. 

Abby Troy
 
Abby Troy, a Mammoth Lakes resi-

dent, worked as a server at the Liberty 
Sports Bar and Grill and as a junior race 
team coach at Mammoth Mountain. 

Troy had applied for unemployment 
after tearing her ACL/MCL last year and 
still had a claim open. She had a low 
base of $61 but is now receiving $661 a 
week. 

“My perspective was, I saved good 
money through the winter. And I 
thought, it’s not going to hurt anything 
[to collect],” said Troy, “But this has 
already lasted longer than I expected 
so the money is going straight into my 
savings.” 

When Troy was let go from Liberty, 
she was told she’d be working by May. 
Which became June. And at this point, 
even Troy thinks that date could be 
pushed all the way back to July.

 “My life hasn’t changed that much. 
I don’t spend a ton of money so I have 
been living pretty much the same,” said 
Troy. 

Troy was backcountry skiing at first. 
Then she visited family. And now she 
wants to take a roadtrip up the Califor-
nia coast. Troy reflected on the moment. 

“All this made me appreciate being 
with my family [in L.A.] at a time like 
this.” Still, the lack of productivity is 
bothersome for Troy, “I don’t like col-
lecting unemployment. I hate not work-
ing,” she said. 

Rich and Jan McAteer

Rich McAteer grew up in Southern 
California. He graduated from Whittier 
College, studying history and political 
science, and then went into teaching. 

He was living in Whittier post-college. 
And driving home one day, he thought 
to himself, so many never leave Whittier 
once they finish school there. They stay 
in the area the rest of their lives. 

He wanted something different. 
He knew a nurse who was going back 

to Massachusetts for a few months. He 
thought, well, if I try the east coast, at 
least I’ll know someone when I get there. 

He applied for four jobs. Landed one 
in Westford, Mass. teaching English and 
Social Studies.

He met and began dating Jan Hanlon 
while he was there. 

And then got drafted in 1966. 

see PEOPLE, page 17
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He was subsequently sent to Vietnam. 
Got lucky and was assigned to a Field 
Depot and didn’t see combat. 

Got luckier still and asked Jan to 
marry him during his hitch while he 
was stationed outside Saigon. She said 
yes. They got married in Hawaii while 
he was on a seven-day leave. 

 And luckier still when he finished his 
tour and left Vietnam one month before 
the Tet Offensive would’ve placed him 
in harm’s way.

Kendra Atleework 

While many summer events and 
activities have been canceled due to 
the coronavirus pandemic, there’s one 
throwback summer activity that’s emi-
nently portable and perfect for social 
distancing. 

Reading. 
And Bishop’s own Kendra Atleework’s 

first book, a memoir, qualifies as one of 
this summer’s must-reads. 

Atleework is the daughter of Bishop 
resident Robert Atlee and the late Jan 
Work. Her book, “Miracle Country,” hits 
the bookshelves on July 14. Atleework 
plans a socially distanced book signing 
outside the Pupfish Cafe in Bishop that 
day.  

A graduate of Mammoth High School 
who went on to attend Scripps Col-
lege in L.A., Atleework (who carries an 
umbrella around during the summer to 
shield her fair skin) told The Sheet this 
week, “I always wanted to be a writer. 
But I didn’t know what I wanted to write 
about.”

Her “a-ha!” moment came when she 
attended a lecture by the writer Ian Fra-
zier. Frazier, a regular contributor at the 
New Yorker magazine, was discussing 
his book “The Great Plains.” 

Tina Fortune

Believe it or not, there is one restau-
rant that is opening in the middle of a 
pandemic; Dish Bistro. 

Festival-goers in Mono County might 
recognize the name from the “One Dish 
Bistro” food truck seen at June Lake Jam 
or the Mono Arts festival. Same owner 
and chef. Her name is Tina Fortune. 

“I called it One Dish bistro because 
you should have one dish you make re-
ally well,” said Fortune on the difference 
between the restaurant and the food 
truck names, “But now it is Dish Bistro 
because we have more than one.” 

Fortune, originally from Smithers, 
British Columbia, Canada, immigrated 
to the United States two years ago. 
Earlier in her life, Fortune had spent a 
couple of years in Vancouver at vo-
cational school as well as cooking for 
different restaurants in the area. 

Then Fortune started a catering busi-
ness and moved back home to Smith-
ers. 

Two years ago she randomly met a 
man named Richard May in Smithers 
who, coincidentally, lived in Mammoth 
Lakes. Fortune gave up everything and 
emigrated from her home country: 
Canada. 

This time she landed in the Eastern 
Sierra. 

“Being an immigrant is really hard. 

You are very vulnerable,” said Fortune 
mentioning the lack of support an im-
migrant has in the new country

Nate Hodges

The sign over the entrance reads: “Yo-
semite Axe Throwing, Coming Soon”; 
inside, two men measure and saw down 
a plank, the thick scent of pine and 
cedar mingling in the afternoon. 

Everything about the scene is consis-
tent with the words “axe” and “throw-
ing”, evoking a classical sense of the 
woods and the occupation of lumber-
jack. 

Which makes sense, since the owner, 
Nate Hodges, has been a competitive 
lumberjack for over twenty years. 

Hodges is bringing the Yosemite Axe 
Throwing concept to Mammoth from 
Oakhurst, on the other side of the Sierra, 
where he’s been letting customers try 
their hand at their sport since the end 
of 2019. 

While on the west side of the Sierra, 
there’s competition from another axe 
throwing business in Fresno, Hodges 
will own the lone axe-throwing busi-
ness in the Eastern Sierra. “I think it’s 
awesome here,” Hodges told The Sheet 
on Monday, noting the outdoor lifestyle 
of the Eastern Sierra and adding, “that’s 
what axe throwing is all about.”

Trevor Van Winkle

Figuring out what to do with all of the 
extra time at home afforded by a quar-
antine has been a tricky task for many. 

For Trevor Van Winkle, it was just 
what he needed. 

Van Winkle is the writer and producer 
of “The Sheridan Tapes,” a mystery-hor-
ror podcast where he also plays one half 
of the main cast. 

He released the pilot episode, titled 
“The Worlds, Perhaps, of Spirits,” on 
April 25 and has released a new episode 
every subsequent Friday, taking full 
advantage of his time stuck inside. 

Last week, he announced on his 
personal social media accounts that the 
show had hit 10,000 total downloads. 

Writing and producing media has 
been a part of Van Winkle’s life since 
elementary school when he wrote his 
first (very short) complete book. 

He made short films throughout mid-
dle school and high school and went on 
to study film and media in college. 

“I think I’ve been doing this in one 

PEOPLE
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form or another since i knew how to 
write, period. Storytelling and fiction 
has always been my first love,” Van 
Winkle added. 

The concept for the podcast, Van 
Winkle told The Sheet, was a mix of old 
and new ideas. The main characters, 
author Anna Sheridan, played by Airen 
Neeley Chaconas and Detective Sam 
Bailey (Van Winkle) were characters 
that appeared on previous podcasts 
written and produced by Van Winkle as 
part of Homestead on The Corner, a se-
ries about the art of writing. Van Winkle 
had wanted to bring the two together for 
awhile and The Sheridan Tapes present-
ed an excellent opportunity to do so.

Alex Ertaud

After yet another story about trash, 
Friends of the Inyo asked The Sheet to 
tag along with an employee to see what 
the non-profit was doing to mitigate the 
trash issue in the Eastern Sierra. 

So for one day, The Sheet followed 
Alex Ertaud, Stewardship Director at 
Friends of the Inyo, up Duck Pass Trail 
to Barney Lake. Ertaud has a story akin 
to many residents in the Eastern Sierra. 

He graduated from college during 
the Great Recession and did not have 
many options. So he took a job as a ski 
instructor and the Eastern Sierra started 
to grow on him. 

Ertaud left the area to get his Masters 
degree from the University of Utah. 
But like so many others, found himself 
coming back Ertaud officially began his 
tenure as the Stewardship Director for 
Friends of the Inyo in September 2017. 

“Ideally we would have five trail am-
bassadors, one for each ranger station,” 
said Ertaud referencing the trail ambas-
sador program staffing. 

Depending on funding, there have 
traditionally been between 2-4 full time 
trail ambassadors staffed during the 
summers. 

This year, there is only one full time 
ambassador and one part time. 

Bruce Licher

There are the true artists. The art-for-
art’s-sake artists. 

The artists who walk away from the 
sure thing for the more compelling, 
hardly-sure thing. 

The artists who march to a drumbeat 
which the rest of us often don’t hear. 

They are the Hortons who hear Whos. 
The city of Bishop is fortunate enough 

to house a few of these aliens, notably 
the painter Karen Nielsen Licher and 
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multimedia artist/husband Bruce Li-
cher. Bruce takes center stage this week 
as we celebrate Labor Day Arts - not in 
person as we customarily do at Sam’s 
Woodsite, but right here within the 
pages of The Sheet. 

Bruce has come out with a beauti-
ful coffeetable book this year entitled 
“Savage Impressions: An Aesthetic 
Expedition Through the Archives of In-
dependent Project Records and Press.” 
Unfortunately, the book came out in 
March, and all promotional events were 
subsequently canceled. 

The book fell off the radar before it 
even had a chance to get on the radar. 

Which is shame, because the book, 
which chronicles four decades of Li-
cher’s successful, eclectic career (how 
many folks do you know locally who 
boast two Grammy nominations on 
their resumes?), deserves radar.

Rick Bellis

“The first time I came up here was 
1981 and I was 16 years old,” said Rick 
Bellis, the Town of Mammoth Lakes re-
cently hired Code Enforcement Officer, 
“I fell in love with the Eastern Sierra 
then.” 

Bellis, as Code Enforcement Officer, 
will be taking on the responsibilities left 
over from previous wildlife consultant 
Steve Searles, who vacated the position 
in July after a contract dispute. 

So Bellis is the new bear guy. 
Bellis graduated from Cal State Fuller-

ton with a bachelor’s degree and spent 
some time as a technical writer, mostly 
writing proprietary software for differ-
ent clients, 

“It was 2006. I was on a camping trip 
with my dog. I remember thinking to 
myself ‘there is no way I can go back 
and sit at a desk anymore.’” 

Bellis entered the Fish and Game 
Academy and graduated in 2008. Then 
Bellis became a California Game War-
den serving an area that included Big 
Bear and Rancho Cucamonga. 

“In Big Bear, I would get calls at least 
once a week for bears in the trash or 
someones house,” said Bellis. “It never 
gets old. If you see a bear walking in 
town, it is such a unique thing to see 
you have to stare. When my friends 
come into town I try and take them on 
tours where I think the bears will be,” he 
said

/from The Sheet August 29/
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Help Wanted
 PUBLIC  NOTICES     NO CLASS-IFIEDS

Sierra Employment Services, Inc.
is hiring for the following positions

Phlebotomist  B – $18-24
HR Clerk B - $18

Medical Front Desk B - $16.16
Hotel Front Desk PT  ML - $14

GL/Grnd Shovelers  ML & B - $15-22
Cl B Driver w/Hazmat LV - $22-25

PR Bookkeeper  ML - $20-22

Call Us Today
760-924-0523 or 760-873-8599

www.SierraEmployment.com

For Rent
     2 BDR/I BA unfurnished ML apt. Wood 
stove, propane funrance upstairs, 1 car gar-
gage, 1year lease only $1,900 299 manzanita-
Call 760.937.7569. 

  
   Mammoth Spa Creations is looking for 
an additional member for it’s team. We cur-
rently have an immediate opening for a spa 
Maintenance Technician position, we are 
also hiring an Office Assistant.These are Full 
Time Positions (Monday through Friday). 
These positions offers vacation accrual, 
benefits and paid holidays. Experience is 
preferred, but not required. Heavy lifting is 
required. Please call 760-924-3091 or stop 
by the store located at 1401 Tavern Road 
Mammoth Lakes for more information and 
to pick up an application. Resumes can be 
e-mailed to mammothspa@aol.com. 
   Mammoth Taxi is accepting resumes for 
experienced drivers with great customer 
service and clean driving records. We are 
also looking for office staff for the right 
person with great organizational skills 
and customer service background. Please 
inquire with Scottie at 760-914-7433. www.
mammoth-taxi.com.
   Mono Superior Court is hiring
This is an at-will, part-time professional 
level contract position that serves at the 
pleasure of the judges of Inyo and Mono 
Superior Courts. The Child Support Com-
missioner will primarily hear matters 
brought by the Department of Child Sup-
port Services in Inyo and Mono Counties as 
part of the Title IV-D child support enforce-
ment program. For additional information 
go to https://www.mono.courts.ca.gov/
generalinfo/employment.htm.
    Second Chance Thrift Shop is looking for 
a bright, cheerful, upbeat applicant, ready 
for front line retail with potential to grow. 
Must be able to safely lift 50 lbs., have excep-
tional customer service skills, and desire to 
learn.  Wage DOE.  Email resume and cover 
letter to clepre@disabledsportseasternsierra.
org or fax to 760 934 2475  

Help Wanted

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Mammoth Luxury Home Rentals

Mammoth Hospitality Management, LLC.
10001 Minaret Rd. , P.O. Box 24
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by an Limited 
Liability Co.The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name listed above on January, 2020. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on Dec. 8, 2020.     
File Number 20-208
2020-0209 (12/26, 1/2, 1/9, 1/16)

  

Eastern Sierra Transit Authority Opera-
tion Supervisor – Mammoth Lakes. ESTA is 
recruiting for an Operations Supervisor for 
its Mammoth Lakes location. This fulltime, 
year-round position will provide manage-
rial and operational support for all of ESTA’s 
operations in the Mammoth Lakes area. 
ESTA operates 27 vehicles and this position 
supervises 25 to 45 drivers depending on the 
season. Job description and application are 
available online at www.estransit.com/jobs. 
First round of application review will be 
January 4, 2021.

Salary And Benefit Information: The 
hourly salary range is: $26.44 - $31.57 plus 
.50 per hour Mammoth Premium Benefits 
include: - PERS retirement: Classic 2% @55 
formula, PEPRA 2% @ 62 formula - Health 
Insurance - Paid Holidays: - Comprehensive 
Leave: - Vision/Dental Reimbursement: - 
Life Insurance:

Eastern Sierra Transit is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer. Bilingual applicants 
encouraged to apply.

   Work With The Best. Footloose Sports, 
nationally recognized as a top 60 retailer, 
is hiring for the upcoming season. We are 
seeking a staff who work as hard as they 
play. We’re looking for responsible individu-
als, passionate about winter sports, and 
motivated to provide the best in customer 
service. We have full and part-time posi-
tions open in our sales, rental and ski repair 
departments. We are offering great pay DOE, 
discounts and flexible hours, in progressive 
work environment. Call us at 760.934.2400. 
Go to our website at www.footloosesports.
com or e-mail your resume to footloose@
footloosesports.com to schedule an inter-
view.   
    Immediate opening for a housekeeper.  
Condos paid by piece. Please call 760-934-
6891.

Se busca personas de immediato para 
limpieza de condominios. Se paga por con-
domino. 760-934-6891
   Account Manager Needed. Full Time Posi-
tion. Looking for a friendly, team player. Du-
ties Include Accounts Payable & Receivable, 
as well as General Office Duties.  Competi-
tive pay. Please email your resume to info@
butnerhoaservices.com  
   Help Wanted Schat’s Bakery Mammoth 
Lakes, CaSchat’s Is A Drug Free Work Place.
Character Reference Required Baker-
Trained Or We Will Train Starting Wage 
$17.00 Per Hr. Trained Baker $25.00 Per Hr. 
Requires Early Morning Hours. Seasonal 
Work Load.Full Or Part Time. Sanitation 
Part Time Hours 3 To 6 Hrs A Day.We Can 
Work Into Your Schedule. Starting $15.00 Per 
Hour

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

High Sierra Architecture

Bruce P. Woodward/Nathan Taylor
690 E. Mono Lake Dr. P.O. Box 7772
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by a General 
Partnership. The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business under the ficti-
tious business name listed herein.
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on Dec. 3,2020.    
File Number 17-095
2020-0208 (12/26, 1/2, 1/9, 1/16)

   Housekeepers Wanted in Mammoth 
Lakes! Flexible hours, $18/hour (Seasonal 
pay bump to $23/hour from 11/29-4/1) + 
Drive time paid & mileage reimbursement, 
free health benefits depending on hours 
worked, sick time and PTO! To apply please 
go to www.vacasa.com/careers!    
   Part Time Office Reservationist needed. 
It can potentially become a full time job. 
Must have professional manner, responsible, 
dependable, computer skills and able to 
finish tasks assigned.  Must be able to work 
weekends.  Duties are answering multiple 
telephone lines, customer relations and 
numerous other tasks.  Please fax resume/
job experience to 760-666-3943.
     Experienced real estate agents/brokers 
to work with a 30-year old Mammoth Lakes 
brokerage. Mammoth newcomers shall be 
considered. Top rated franchise affiliation 
with vast technology and support network. 
Tremendous flexibility. Strong referral op-
portunities. Work from home or the road but 
with a centralized meet-and-greet/work of-
fice available. Attractive compensation pack-
ages available. Outstanding potential and 
opportunity for the right people. Please send 
resume/letter of introduction to poster@
remax.net.

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Yama Ramen

MMSA Food & Beverage, LLC.
10001 Minaret Rd. , P.O. Box 24
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by an Limited 
Liability Co.The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name listed above on November 14, 
2020. This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Mono County on Dec. 8, 
2020.     
File Number 20-209
2020-0210 (12/26, 1/2, 1/9, 1/16)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, January 
6, 2021, beginning at 4 p.m. and continuing until finished, 
at the Town Council Chambers, Suite Z within the Mina-
ret Village Shopping Center, 437 Old Mammoth Road and 
via Zoom online, the Mammoth Lakes Town Council will 
hear an application request for the following:

Application Request: Public hearing and consideration 
of:
1. District Zoning Amendment (DZA) 20-001 to adopt the 
2021 Parcel Master Plan, replacing the 1991 Shady Rest 
Master Plan and creating new site-specific zoning and 
affordability requirements for The Parcel site;

2. Use Permit (UPA) 20-003 requesting a 100% density 
bonus pursuant to Zoning Code Chapter 17.138 (Town 
Density Bonus Program) to allow for up to 580 affordable 
housing units to be constructed in phases on the 25-acre 
site where 300 units is the maximum number allowed by 
the underlying RMF-1 zoning district;

3. Design Review (DR) 20-005 for the first phase (Devel-
opment Area 1) of The Parcel affordable housing develop-
ment, which includes initial infrastructure improvements 
and construction of up to 81 units (80 affordable multi-
family housing units and 1 manager unit) along with a 
daycare facility, community center, and public park; and

4. Zoning Code Amendment (ZCA) 20-005 to repeal Town 
of Mammoth Lakes Municipal Code Section 17.32.020, 
Affordable Housing Overlay Zone (AH) and replace with 
the 2021 Parcel Master Plan zoning standards.

CEQA Determination: CEQA Determination: Pursuant 
to CEQA Guidelines Section 15183.3, Streamlining for 
Infill Projects, an Infill Environmental Checklist has been 
prepared and has evaluated the potential direct, indirect, 
and cumulative environmental effects associated with 
the project and demonstrated that such effects have been 
previously and adequately analyzed in the Final Program 
Environmental Impact Report for the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes 2005 General Plan Update (State Clearinghouse 
No. 2003042155, dated May 2007) and Town of Mam-
moth Lakes General Plan Land Use Element/Zoning 
Code Amendments and Mobility Element Update Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (State Clearinghouse No. 
2015052072, dated June 2016) and/or impacts would be 
less than significant.

Therefore, pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 
21094.5, CEQA does not apply to such effects.
Location: 1699 Tavern Rd and 33 Center St. (APNs: 035-
010-020-000 and 035-100-003-000).
Zoning: 1699 Tavern Road: RMF-1, AH; 33 Center Street: 
Downtown (D)
Proponent/Owner: The Pacific Companies/ The Town of 
Mammoth Lakes

All persons having an interest in the proposed applica-
tion request may appear before the Town Council either 
in person or represented by counsel and present testi-
mony or may, prior to said hearing, file with the Execu-
tive Secretary written correspondence pertaining thereto. 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009(b), if this 
matter is subsequently challenged in court, the challenge 
may be limited to only those issues raised at the public  
hearing described in this notice or in written correspon-
dence delivered to the Town of Mammoth Lakes at, or 
prior to, the public hearing. For additional informa-
tion, or to obtain a copy of the staff report which will be 
published no later than December 30, 2021, contact: 
Chandler Van Schaack, Senior Planner, at: cvanschaack@
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov

ZOOM WEBINAR INFORMATION
Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone or Android device:
Please visit this URL to join. https://monocounty.zoom.
us/s/92958002088
Webinar ID: 929 5800 2088
Or join by phone: (669) 900-6833 Callers - To Raise your 
hand press *9, To Unmute/Mute press *6
Mammoth Lakes Town Council
P.O. Box 1609
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
                                                                                    
TS #2020-0212

Notice of Public Hearing Up against the wall, redneck mothers 

Dear Editor, 

I can’t believe that you would quote 
(The Sheet, December 26) such an ig-
norant, racist dumbass statement from 
Diane Stilwell that the entire medical net-
work of LA has decided to use the metrics 
from only 4 hospitals that cater to gang 
members. What utter horseshit!!

Even Twitter knows when to hit the 
delete button.

She heard from some nurses, so it must 
be true. You further spread this pathetic 
crap by printing it for the betterment of 
another anti-LA theme.

If Mammoth wants so badly to be 
separated from the thugs and lowlifes 
that must occupy every home, condo and 
apartment in LA according to Stilwell 
and her enlightened nurse pals then why 
doesn’t Mammoth permanently ban any 
and all LA types from ever setting foot in 
your town again.

I am sure you could talk to some nurses 
in the Bay Area and include those visitors 
on the banned forever list too.

While you are busy walling off your little 
hamlet from the outside world of diversity 
why not add those Bishop hotel owners 
and their guests as they seem to be very 
high on your despicable hot list of the day.

You are sounding more and more like 
some hillbilly, rednecks from Montana.
 

Brad Orrico 
Granada Hills 

Don't mess with the Mesa

Dear Editor:

Along with many other Inyo County 
residents, I am strongly opposed to the 
Bureau of Land Management’s decision 
to approve K2 Gold’s exploratory drilling 
at Conglomerate Mesa near Death Valley 
National Park. It is a wild landscape of 
Joshua tree and Pinyon woodland with 
elevations ranging from 3,800 to 7,100 
ft. From the top of the mesa one can see 
expansive views of multiple Wilderness 
Areas. This special area provides unique 
opportunities for camping, hiking, moun-
tain biking and hunting. 

Mining operations are likely to provide 
only short-term local revenue and em-
ployment but permanent environmental 
damage that will not only scar the land 
but degrade Inyo County’s reputation as a 
scenic, outdoor recreation destination. As 
often happens with large-scale industrial 
projects out-of-town experts need to be 
hired to build and operate them. Very few 
locals will benefit.  

Outdoor recreation is the economic 
engine of the Eastern Sierra, where lo-
cal businesses are highly dependent on 
tourism-based revenue. 

The gold mining would take place in 
an area that BLM previously identified 
as being wild and undeveloped. Now: 
Exploratory drilling, The future? Full scale, 
open-pit mining would create irreparable 
environmental damage.

The proposed project is the homeland 
of the Timbisha Shoshone and Paiute 
Shoshone Tribes, who along with three 
other tribes oppose the exploration. The 
area is rich in other heritage resources.

Sydney Quinn/Dennis Schumacher                                                                                                                  
Big Pine 

LETTERS



TOWN STUFF 
Thursday, December 31/
New Year’s Eve party @ Wanaaha 
Casino in Bishop. Free party favors and 
$500 cash drawings every 30 minutes. 
Location: 2742 N. Sierra Highway. 

Friday, January 1/
June Mountain opens for the season. 
We expect to operate chairs 1, 2, 3, and 
7 with access to Bucky’s, River Run, 
Chalet, Babyface, Matterhorn, Schatzi 
and Sunrise. Rentals, lessons and retail 
will be available, but please note there 
will be no scenic rides available at this 
time. Social distancing measures will be 
enforced; masks required indoors, in lift 
lines, on chairlifts.

Monday, January 4/
Mammoth Lakes Lodging Round 
Table meets 10 a.m.  Viewing available 
thru Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/88670501007.
Mammoth Lakes Restaurant Assn. 
meets via Zoom. 3:30 p.m. Log on via 
www.mammothlakeschamber.org. 
Mammoth Lakes Housing Board 
meets via Zoom. 6 p.m. Log on via www.
mammothlakes.granicus.com. 

Tuesday, January 5/
Mammoth Recreation Commission 
meets via Zoom. 5 p.m. Log on via www.
mammothlakes.granicus.com. 
Inyo County Supervisors meet. Public 
session begins 10 a.m. Log on via the 
County  website @ www.inyocounty.us.
Mono County Supervisors meet. 

Wednesday, January 6/
Mammoth Lakes Tourism board meets
via Zoom. 1 p.m. Log on via www.
mammothlakes.granicus.com.  
Mammoth Lakes Town Council meets 
via Zoom. 4 p.m. Log on via www.
mammothlakes.granicus.com. 

Saturday, January 9/
Eastern Sierra Audubon Society  
Cosa Bird Walk. Time: 8:30-10:30 a.m. 
Join ESAS and volunteers on an easy 
walk around the Bishop Paiute Tribe’s 
Conservation Open Space Area (COSA).  
Meet behind the U.S. Forest Service/
Bureau of Land Management building 
(351 Pacu Lane, Bishop).  A limited 
supply of binoculars are available. Info: 
www.esaudubon.org. 

Ongoing 
Mono County Libraries - Winter 
Reading Challenge. From January 1-31. 
Mono County Libraries will participate 
in Beanstack’s Fourth Annual Winter 

Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

IF YOU GOTTA BE HOME, 
MIGHT AS WELL DRINK QUARANTINIS

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

calendar of events
TOWN STUFF
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uwe're Here to Serve You Day and Night, We Do the Job anfl Do ft Right" 

Eric K. Hermansen 
I I760-784-4701
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Quality Clean Dependable Service 
CA Contr. Lie. #470265 ____ /2 

Reading Challenge. The theme is Book 
Like Us, encouraging participants 
to find a book in which they see a 
reflection of themselves. Participants 
can log their reading on our Beanstack 
site at monocolibraries.beanstack.
org. #WinterRead2021 #BooksLikeUs 
#MonoReads
There is an unscheduled vacancy on 
the Bishop Planning Commission.  
This appointment will be in effect 
until April 9, 2021. All interested 
persons may contact Bishop City Hall 
@ (760) 873-5863 Ext. 24. Applications 
and descriptions of duties and 
responsibilities are available at City 
Hall and on the City’s website at http://
www.cityofbishop.com  Applications 
accepted until 4 p.m. on Jan. 8, 2021.
Mono Arts Council’s “Howling at the 
Moon” art show is currently on display 
at the MAC Gallery inside the Minaret 
Mall across the way from Minaret 
Cinemas. Hours: 12-5, Friday-Monday. 
Laws Museum, located just outside 
Bishop off Highway 6, is open Friday-
Monday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Info: 
www.lawsmuseum.org/760.873.5950.
Mono County Libraries Storytime 
Live! Join Ms. Chelsea for a story and 
fun activities on the Mammoth Lakes 
Library Facebook page. Time: 10:30 a.m 
on Wednesdays. Or start your week off 
with a community storytelling. Mondays 
at 10:30 a.m. on the Mono County 
Libraries Facebook page. 
All Visitor Centers (Mono Basin, 
Mammoth, White Mountain, Lone 
Pine) are closed, but visitor questions 
are being answered via phone daily, 
8-4:30. 

Mono Basin: 760.647.3044
Mammoth: 760.924.5502 
White Mountain: 760.873.2500  

    Lone Pine: 760.876.6200
Mono County Libraries currently 
operating under Call Ahead for Pickup 
Service. Patrons not permitted inside 
library facilities.

Covid testing/
Bishop: Tri-County Fairgrounds, 
Tallman Pavillion on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday - participants 
must be in a vehicle to get tested. 
Mammoth Lakes testing Tuesdays and 
Fridays at Sierra Star Golf Course 9 
am-12:45 pm and Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday at the M.L. Community 
Center 10 am-1 pm. 
Walker/Coleville testing Fridays at 
Walker Community Center 9 am-12:45
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106 S. Main St., Bishop (760) 873-4300



EDITORIAL
continued from page 2
problems.

Back to Wednesday’s meeting. In this 
age of Zoom meetings it has allowed 
our government to operate without the 
public having any ability to comment on 
their leadership and hold them account-
able. Yes, they take questions however, 
once you ask your question, you are 
muted and don’t get answers. I specifi-
cally stated that I’d like my questions 
and concerns addressed yet I along 
with dozens of others on the call didn’t 
get the courtesy of any response from 
our elected officials. Bryan Wheeler did 
take time afterwards to say I was incor-
rect about the inability for anyone to 
get a quick response Covid test in Mono 
County. Well Bryan, it would seem that 
I’m right and you are wrong. On Monday 
at 1:59 p.m. I called our 211 hotline and 
specifically asked how I can get a quick 
response test. I was told that because I’m 
not symptomatic a test wasn’t available 
for me. I then stated “Bryan Wheeler said 
these tests are available” and was once 
again told they weren’t. If the reason 
for enforcing the stay-at-home order so 
strictly is that we’re concerned about the 
spread of Covid, why aren’t there actions 
in place to do just that? For example, 
why aren’t rapid tests readily available to 
the public regardless of symptoms? If I’m 
already feeling sick I know to self-quar-
antine; the risk is asymptomatic spread! 

And why is it that you can’t get up the 
grade without chains or 4WD during a 
snow storm but there’s no one keeping 
tourists away under this stay-at-home 
order? In the spring when we were on a 
complete lockdown, the Town of Mam-
moth Lakes [Ed. clarification. I believe 
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Newsom has dealt us. Your prescription 
is more damaging than the illness. If any 
of you couldn’t see the writing on the 
wall back in September when I wrote or 
even earlier, you aren’t fit to govern and 
should be resigning from your positions. 
Everyone was so excited about sending 
out a letter that was written on Decem-
ber 18th? Where were you when I wrote 
my email in September? Where were you 
when the state lumped us in with South-
ern California? You really needed to wait 
until now to write a letter? That’s the best 
you can do? Shame on all of you for not 
representing your constituents! 

 All I heard from Town Council and 
the Board of Supervisors was how you 
understand what the business com-
munity is going through and that you’re 
with us; we’re all in this together; well 
let’s see if that’s true. I propose all people 
in the decision-making loop furlough 
their salaries and freeze their benefits 
during this lodging shutdown. Bet-
ter yet, donate your salaries to a fund 
for economic relief to those you’ve put 
in duress. Property taxes, sales tax, all 
forms of tax should be waived during this 
time. If you’re going to force businesses 
to close and have zero revenue perhaps 
you ought to walk a mile in others’ shoes 
before claiming you understand what 
they’re going through. Businesses have 
this little thing called overhead; they 
have employees depending on pay-
checks so they can feed their families 
and pay their rents and mortgages. Not 
to mention the added expenses incurred 
to get Covid-ready. They can’t just float 
a bond or pull all the levers the govern-
ment can to raise capital. Once they miss 

  When my reporters tell me they 
don’t know what to write about, 
I tell ‘em to just walk down the 
street and talk someone up. The 
Eastside is full of interesting 
characters. 
   -Lunch 

he’s referring to the Mono County move] 
apparently deemed it essential to hire 
crews of roughly ten to move into their 
new offices. Basically they paid for these 
people to stay in local lodging for roughly 
a month and thought nothing of bring-
ing people here from outside the area 
while we had a tremendous amount of 
local unemployment, in addition to fear 
of Covid. Are the Town’s possessions so 
intricate and technical that they couldn’t 
post a contract for locals to bid on? Was 
it that necessary to bring people in from 
outside the area during a complete lock-
down thus opening a hole in our local 
quarantine? Did they think these people 
wouldn’t go to our restaurants or grocery 
stores or interact with anyone here?  Why 
not help our local citizens, save money 
on lodging and lastly oh yes, keep us safe 
from preventing unnecessary interaction 
with visitors? 

 It’s quite clear our government 
doesn’t care about our health and well-
being but only about following orders 
and doing what they want. Why aren’t 
they looking at the right facts like the 
stress of having one’s life’s work forced to 
close … possibly forever? Guaranteeing 
economic hardship, high stress levels, 
and mental anguish. Dr.  Boo, don’t you 
realize these things lead to stroke, heart 
disease, alcohol and substance abuse, 
domestic violence, etc. Need I go on? 
There will be families who go hungry, 
kids who don’t have college funds, 
parents who get divorced, people forced 
to leave town and businesses go into 
bankruptcy all because you have failed 
us as leaders and are exercising com-
placency with the hand that Governor 

out on these revenues they’re gone and 
can’t be made up. I’m happy to give a 
financial seminar to all of you who don’t 
seem to understand this concept; or 
perhaps you’d rather pay an out-of-town 
consultant $50,000 and deem them es-
sential to come up here?

 What is your plan to operate in the 
future with Transient Occupancy Tax 
revenue likely reduced by 50% or even 
more for the year? Those of you who 
work for the County and Town may want 
to think about how your salaries will 
get paid with a sharp reduction in the 
budget. Will your job be eliminated? I’m 
concerned for all of you. 

This is about right versus wrong. It isn’t 
right to go out of your way to enforce 
these orders when most municipali-
ties are not. It’s downright wrong to not 
represent us and you really need to think 
about the lives you are certainly destroy-
ing versus the effectiveness of enforcing 
this draconian order.  

I urge everyone reading this to con-
tact those people on Council, Board of 
Supervisors, Town manager Dan Holler 
and Public Health Officer Dr. Tom Boo 
and plea for them to come to their senses 
and do what other communities are 
doing; permitting their citizens to earn a 
living. We are a tough breed in the East-
ern Sierra, we don’t want government 
handouts; we want to earn our money. 
Please allow us to do so.

 

Mammoth Lakes Official Lawsuit to End Closures
Calling all locals, restaurant owners, rental companies, small business owners and property 
owners in Mammoth Lakes, Ca! We will no longer watch our town be destroyed and closed 
down and watch our fellow neighbors suffer and close their businesses permanently. We the 
people of Mammoth Lakes are standing up for our constitutional rights! 

Here’s to the crazy ones. The troublemakers. The patriots. The ones who see America differently. They’re not 
fond of tyranny. And they have no tolerance for corruption. You can disagree with them, glorify or vilify them. 
About the only thing you can’t do is ignore them, because they change things. They defend the constitution 
& push the nation forward. And while some may see them as the crazy ones, I see courage. Because the 
patriots who are crazy enough to think they can change America, are the ones who do.

– ROGAN O’HANDLEY

PLEASE DONATE @ https://gofund.me/42853e8e



THE SHEET  I  Saturday, January 2, 2021                    www.thesheetnews.com          YEAR IN REVIEW: LAW & ORDER   I   21

/from The Sheet February 8/

/from The Sheet November 11- 14/

Law and Order
YEAR IN REVIEW

One murder solved, one 
shooting and a double 
homicide. That equals action in 
the Eastern Sierra.

On January 30, 2020, after a three-
year investigation, the Mono County 
District Attorney’s Office, with the as-
sistance of the Mammoth Lakes Police 
Department, (MLPD) and the Mono 
County Sheriff’s Department, (MCSO) 
arrested 28 year-old Josue Adalberto 
Corea-Vasquez of Mammoth Lakes for 
the 2016 murder of Mammoth Lakes 
resident Jose Omar Hernandez Sanchez, 
also known as Omar Hernandez. 

After a complete review of the facts 
and circumstances surrounding the 
crime and the suspect, as well as con-
sultation and input with the victim’s 
family, the District Attorney will decide 
whether to seek the death penalty in the 
coming months. 

Over the last three years since the 
murder of Mr. Hernandez, the Office of 
the District Attorney has continually in-
vestigated this murder and considered 
solving it a top priority. Investigators 
for the District Attorney’s Office have 
received hundreds of tips throughout 
the investigation and have followed up 
on numerous items of evidence. 

Over this past year, the Office discov-
ered new information that ultimately 

lead to additional evidence and the 
identification of Mr. Corea-Vasquez. Mr. 
Corea-Vasquez has been a resident of 
Mammoth Lakes for over 10 years and 
was an employee at the local Vons. The 
victim Mr. Hernandez was his supervi-
sor at the time of the murder.

On January 6, 2020, at approximately 
5:14 p.m., the Bishop Police Depart-
ment’s Dispatch Center began receiv-
ing ‘911’ calls regarding a shooting 
with multiple victims at the Shell Gas 
Station on North Main. 

BPD Officers located an adult male 
on the ground in the parking lot with 
multiple gunshot wounds. He was un-
able to speak. A handgun was nearby. 
Medics attempted to save the adult 

male but he died shortly after they ar-
rived. 

BPD quickly learned from witnesses 
that the deceased had arrived in a 
vehicle with a female driver. The female 
driver fled immediately after the shoot-
ing. 

A week later, Inyo County District At-
torney Tom Hardy announced that his 
office has filed multiple felony charges 
against forty-six year old Brandee 
Trujillo of Los Lunas, New Mexico, 
all arising out of the January 6, 2020 
shooting incident at the Shell Wye Mart 
in Bishop. 

“We received the Bishop Police 
Department’s initial reports on Tues-
day afternoon, January 14, and based 
on those reports and briefings from 
investigators, we determined that it 
was appropriate to file formal criminal 
charges. 

The complaint charges her with At-
tempted First Degree Murder, Conspir-
acy to Commit Robbery, Conspiracy to 
Commit Carjacking, Attempted Rob-
bery, Attempted Carjacking, and being 
an ex-Felon in possession of a firearm. 

“Additionally, Ms. Trujillo has been 
charged with being personally armed 
with, and discharging, a firearm dur-
ing the commission of the crimes. If 
convicted of all charges and enhance-
ments, Ms. Trujillo could be facing as 
much as 20 years to life in state prison.”

On November 9, 2020, just before 
6:30 a.m., a Caltrans snowplow driver 
observed two bodies on the shoulder of 
Highway 395, approximately 10 miles 

/from The Sheet January 11- 18/

north of Bridgeport. 
It was determined that a man and 

woman had been murdered - later 
identified as husband and wife, Wil-
liam Adrian Larsen, age 35, and Yese-
nia Larsen, age 30, both from Burbank, 
California.  

Mono County Sheriff Ingrid Braun 
described approaching the scene as 
straight out of the Coen Brothers film 
Fargo

Later, authorities (Redding and 
Carson City police) speculated on a 
potential link between the Larsen ho-
micide and the disappearance of a 26 
year-old Redding man this past June. 
Jered Stefansky left Redding on June 19, 
2020 driving a rental car and headed to 
Carson City for a marijuana transaction 
with William Larsen. 

The price tag of the deal was appar-
ently $400,000. Stefansky was appar-
ently going to pick up cash from Larsen 
that would be used to purchase mari-
juana and ship it to Pennsylvania. 

Larsen and his wife, then known as 
Yesenia Arriaga, were both arrested 
in 2018 in Pennsylvania for posses-
sion of 84 lbs of marijuana and 1,200 
THC vape cartridges. Larsen served 
6 months of a year deal while Arriaga 
entered and completed a drug diver-
sion program. 

In June, Larsen told investigators that 
Stefansky never showed up for their 
meeting. 



If you’re looking for love in all the wrong places, that 
means you’re probably reading The Sheet personals. 

Here’s a sampling of the year’s best. 

personals
YEAR IN REVIEW
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I saw you ... proclaim that the dynasty is 
over. Baloney. It’s only the third quarter in my 
pants. 

Iran into your rack ... are you one of the 40 
virgins I’ve been promised? 

I saw you ... loved The Rise of Skywalker. 
How about you swing by so I can show you my 
light saber? 

I saw you ... spent $500 million to win Amer-
ican Samoa. Short-sighted. If you had given 
$500 million to the Boston Red Sox so they 
could sign Mookie Betts, you would have won 
Maine and Massachusetts on Super Tuesday. 

I saw you ... are gearing up for March Mad-
ness. What would it take for me to plant my #1 
seed in your bracket? 

I saw you ... wearing a gas mask, which I 
thought was really unfair, since I haven’t been 
farting nearly as much of late. 

In search of ... some toilet paper, but it’s sold 
out everywhere. How come everybody else gets 
to squeeze the Charmin but me? 

I saw you ... are short of toilet paper. Would 
you like me to bury my face in your tookus? 
That or I can use a squirt gun as a mobile bidet.

I heard you ... are really worried about 
contracting coronavirus. Sounds like you need 
a distraction. Spend the night at my place and 
you can worry about an STD instead. 

In search of ... someone who’ll quarantine 
at my house, but do me a favor and stop at the 
Food Bank before you get here. 

Let’s meet up ... at the close of Monday 
morning’s scheduled Food Bank and go back 
to my place for another banking game: Sperm 
Bank.

I saw you ... like banking games. How about 
we play Monopoly over Zoom? Mammoth 
version! Boardwalk = MLT. Baltic = Name Your 
Local Restaurant. 

I heard you ... like a good game of Monopoly. 
If you’ll risk a compromise of social distancing, 
I’ll let you take a ride on my Reading. 

In search of ... some more information about 
your stimulus package. Let’s discuss during my 
next scheduled delivery from Ascent. 

I saw you ... are adhering to social distancing 
guidelines. But you might also wish to adhere 
to social media distancing guidelines. Get off 
the internet. It’s turning you into a freak

I saw you ... want to set up checkpoints at the 
entrance to town to keep the heathens out. I 
just don’t understand why you had to put these 
ideas in my girlfriend’s head. 

I saw you ... contracted the coronavirus. 
Maybe you picked it up at that Corona del Mar 
Bar. 

I saw you ... cruising the Food Bank in your 
late model SUV. Maybe that’s why they want 
to keep you second homeowners out - because 
you’re mooching!

I saw your ... Zoom meeting got bombed. 
Or were you bombed at your Zoom meeting? 
Either way, I hear bourbon can kill any virus. 

In search of ... someone to break quarantine 
with. Don’t send nudes. Just send a photo of 
your liquor stash. 

I saw you ... tell the New York Times you 
were “terrified.” Looks like Boo is spooked, Bet 
you never heard that one before. 

I saw you ... are all about “flattening the 
curve.” Should’ve thought about that before the 
boob job, don’t you think? 

I saw you ... are all about social distance 
shaming. Given your personality, I really feel 
like you’re gonna be heeded on this one. 

I saw you ... have really taken to wearing a 
mask. And why not? When it comes to physical 
beauty, corona certainly has leveled the playing 
field. 

In search of ... someone new to quarantine 
with, since it appears my right hand has broken 
up with me. 

I saw you ... post on social media that the 
pandemic is driving you crazy. I think that’s a 
bit of an exaggeration. Your crazy has no one 
behind the wheel. 

I heard you ... curse out the Chief Medical 
Officer because he said corona-shaming doesn’t 
work. Was this an example of the corona-sham-
ing you’d like to see? 

I saw you ... want to reopen the town. Here’s 
an idea. A “stimulus” party at Lakanuki. One 
stimulus check gets you into a two-week quar-

antine party. Corona test prior to entry. Once 
you’re there, you can’t leave. All the booze you 
can drink. Music, food. Cots available. And full 
game-by-game reruns of all six Patriot Super 
Bowl seasons!

In search of ... a reopening plan for our rela-
tionship, but you’re gonna have to get over that 
wisecrack I made about you looking better with 
a mask over your face. 

I saw you ... are an advocate for more testing. 
Okay. Here’s a test. Multiple choice. Would you 
like to break social distancing a.) in my car, b.) 
in my hot tub, or c.) at that Lakanuki stimulus 
party. 

I hope to see you ... 
drinking Mint Juleps 
while watching the 
146th running of the 
Kentucky Derby this 
Saturday ... what, no 
Derby this Saturday!?! 
Can I still drink Mint 
Juleps out of your navel 
while we sing along to 
“Old Town Road? 

I saw you ... are really 
enjoying your time on 
unemployment. How 
about meeting me 
online so we can make 
first “Ascents” of our 
recent bong purchases. 

I saw you ... are plan-
ning a “soft open” this 
weekend. Kinda disap-
pointing. After all this 
quarantining, I figured 
you’d be hard as a rock.

I saw you ... in your 
facemask and you know 
what? When you’ve got 
a smokin’ hot body like yours, and you cover 
up that face ... coronavirus really suits you! 

I saw you ... zoom-bombed the school board 
meeting Tuesday. By the quality of the jokes 
and banter, I’m assuming this is first school-
related thing you’ve done in awhile. B+ for the 
idea. D- for the execution. Tip: Be insolent. Be 
funny. Be brief. 

I saw you ... are looking for a facemask that 
really speaks volumes about you, but cutting 
a blow hole in the middle of the mask kinda 
defeats the purpose. 

I wish I could see you ... on Mother’s Day, 
on the off-chance you’d like to make me a 
Mother*%$ker. 

I see ... that April showers really do bring 
May flowers. The only issue I have with that: I 
thought you said chlamydia was NOT a flower.

I heard you ... are looking for someone to 
shelter-in-place with. I’m in, so long as we are 
sheltering with Shelter Distillery - and they do 
deliver!

In search of ... a coronaffair, but will settle for 
a one-night exposure. Will only engage in posi-
tions which promote social distance. Meet me 
at Shady Rest on Saturday afternoon for your 
favorite trailhead ...

I saw you ... backed down from continuing 
into stage two. I think if it were called stage 69 
no one would bother stopping. 

I saw you ... last week at the Food Bank. 
Wow. They should rename it a waistbandemic. 
You’ve put on some pounds! And yet your right 
arm seems very toned ... 

In search of ... a time machine, so I can 
punch a one-way ticket to a crowded bar full of 
tequila shots and women in crop tops. 

I saw you ... are itching to reopen, which I 
find concerning. Why hasn’t the itching gone 
away since the last time you were open

I saw you ... are on the verge of reopening, 
but let me remind you, no one’s a virgin twice, 
no matter how cheaply you price the beer.

In search of ... someone who’d like to make 
a porno with me. We’ll call it our Covideo. 
Maybe we can market it through the MLT 
website. I mean, they’re not doing anything 
right now ...

I saw you ... extended the lodging ban 
through June. I saw me ... going BK, and I’m 
not talking about Burger King. 

I saw you .... got med-flighted out to Reno 
again. That seems like a pretty extreme measure 
to take just so you can spend a few hours with 
the cute tech. 

I saw ... there’s a plan to resume the NHL 
season. To celebrate, how about I give you the 
high stick and we quarantine for a few hours 
inside your penalty box. 

I heard ... the NBA season may start soon. 

Any chance I can give you the opening tip? 
I see you ... must be a fabulous Monopoly 

player. Because you seem to have a knack for 
landing on Free Parking while everybody else 
lands on Food Bank. 

I see why ... they call it a pandemic. How 
about you stop stacking everything in the sink 
and clean up after yourself? 

In search of ... someone to care about 
coronavirus for me since I just don’t give a shit 
anymore.

I saw you ... protesting in the streets, and I 
thought to myself, “Summer is a really good 
time of year for protests.” 

In search of ... 
someone to lie on a 
sidewalk with. But just 
to be clear - I am NOT 
into suffocation ... un-
less you’re using your 
boobs. 

I saw you ... had one 
hand in your pocket 
and the other one was 
giving the peace sign. 
Man, I miss the ‘90s!

I saw you ... holding 
your bible upside down 
the other day. Fortu-
nately, it didn’t appear 
like your well-worn 
bookmark fell out. 

In search of ... a 
mentor who can teach 
me the art of the deal, 
because I’ve always 
wanted to learn how to 
cheat at poker. 

I saw you ... protest-
ing the other day. Was 
I imagining things, or 

was your bra protesting even more? 
I hope to cash in ... on Father’s Day. After all, 

Sex Lives Matter. 
I see ... it’s Father Day this weekend. What a 

perfect time to mow the lawn for you!
I see you ... are opening up your lodging this 

weekend. Can’t wait. While only 50% of the 
doors will be open, I’m happy to enter which-
ever one’s available. 

In search of ... my mask, which I seem to 
have misplaced. Any chance I can borrow your 
G-string? 

I saw you ... in line getting tested for Covid. 
Anything else I can swab in the back of your 
throat? 

I hope to see you ... at Town Clean Up day. 
You’ve been quarantined so long you don’t need 
a trimmings bag. You need a full mulching. 

I saw you ... canceled your 4th of July Lions 
Club pancake breakfast. Bummer. I kinda like 
getting the sausage from old guys every year. 

I saw you ... got the Tiger Bar shut down. I 
guess that makes you the bigger pussy!

I saw you ... applying hand sanitizer. Just a 
word of caution. In that case, grab the shaft, 
and stay away from the tip. 

I see you ... don’t like wearing a mask. Which 
means that for the rest of us, ICU in our future. 
Don’t be selfish. Wear a mask. You’re ugly 
anyway. It helps. 

I saw you ... wearing a mask, but I don’t 
think edible underwear counts. 

In search of ... someone to watch fireworks 
with. And then afterwards, we can make our 
own fireworks. But fair warning. My show only 
lasts about three minutes. 

I saw you ... don’t like wearing a mask 
because you say you can’t breathe. And yet, you 
love giving head. I’m so confused! Meet me 
at my apartment so we can work through this 
issue together. 

In search of ... someone who’s interested in 
a little role play. You play the nose and I’ll play 
the swab. 

I saw you ... are very Covid-nervous and 
don’t want to co-habit enclosed spaces. So ... do 
you think the neighbors would mind if we had 
sex on the balcony? 

I heard you ... really practiced your tech-
nique during quarantine. That’s not only a vic-
tory for your future partners, but a victory for 
Vons due to increased cucumber sales. 

I saw you ... don’t like wearing a mask inside 
Vons, and yet, you are mystified as to why you 
have no friends. 

I heard you ... might be interested in some 
virtual Zoom sex. I’m game, so long as you 
position the camera properly. That or wear 
your mask.

I saw you ... have amended rules regarding 

your place of business. No shoes, no shirt, no 
mask, no service. Likewise, I have amended 
rules for my business. No shirt, no shoes, no 
mask, no panties, all service.

I saw you ... have cancelled Shakespeare 
this year. So there really is Much Ado About 
Nothing.

I saw you ... standing in line for your COVID 
test on Wednesday. I haven’t seen so much get-
ting stuffed up noses since the Eighties. 

I saw you... let go of your wildlife specialist 
during the height of summer. What could pos-
sibly go wrong? 

I saw you ... are looking for a new wildlife 
specialist. I’m not much of a bear expert but I’d 
know my way around a cougar. 

I saw you....got lowballed last week. I 
thought it was don’t feed our bears, not don’t 
feed our bear whisperer. 

I saw you ... have to shut it back down again. 
Which seems like such a shame, given that it 
hasn’t even been an hour since you took that 
little blue pill. 

I saw you ... are really, really interested in 
getting schools back open. Which is kinda 
funny coming from a guy who hired someone 
to take his SATs. I guess you recognize that not 
everyone can afford that, so we should prepare 
the younger generations to take their own tests. 
Now that’s leadership!

I heard you ... tested positive. Which is great, 
since you haven’t been positive about anything 
in months!

I saw you ... are quarantining next door. Re-
member, it’s quarantining, not quarreltining.

I saw you ... are excited for the start of the 
major league baseball season.  I’ll call you my 
Padre if you’ll ravage my A(‘s). 

I see ...that August is National Breastfeed-
ing Awareness Month. I was not breastfed as 
a child and have been trying to make up for it 
ever since. 

I hope to see you...at the Tri-County Fair-
grounds on Saturday for a drive-in showing of 
Urban Cowboy. Maybe afterwards we can go 
back to my place for a bareback session on my 
mechanical bull. 

I saw you ... had a bear break into your car. 
It’s almost like they know there’s no one around 
to whisper at them.

I saw you ... are interested in axe-throwing. 
Come over some time and I’ll show you how to 
properly grip a shaft. 

I hope to see you...at the Tri-County Fair-
grounds on Saturday for a drive-in showing of 
Urban Cowboy. And I was hoping for Battle-
field Earth!

I hope to see you...at the Tri-County Fair-
grounds on Saturday for a drive-in showing 
of Urban Cowboy. Afterward, let’s go to a 
big, non-masked, not-distant party so we can 
acquire some Saturday Night Fever. 

I hope you ... get that job as a Trail Hostess, 
but only if you promise to wear the short-
shorts.

I saw you ... were mad about all the trash 
on the trails, but that’s not a nice thing to say 
about people. 

I saw you ... were upset about all the trash on 
the trails, but when you bent over to pick it up, 
I had to admire the junk in your trunk. 

I saw you ... are really suffering from smoke 
inhalation. That’s what you get with my cigar. 

In search of ... someone new to be my cigar 
box. Sincerely, Bill Clinton.

Michael Cohen says you ... are an expert at 
giving golden showers. Since you love pissing 
on California, maybe take Air Force One out 
here and douse some flames.

 I heard your milkshakes bring all the boys to 
the yard. But your swamp cooler is what keeps 
them there. 

I saw you ... were having fun out on the 
trails. Why don’t you come on over later and 
we’ll do a little bushwhacking of our own?

I saw you ... were having a convention this 
week. Here’s hoping for clear skies, Donald, and 
no golden showers. 

I saw you ... were about to tear through Texas 
and Louisiana this week. That’s the Laura I 
remember! 

I saw you ... are attending college online. Any 
interest in an anatomy tutor? 

I saw you ... are ready for some NFL football. 
Too bad your team’s QB, Jared Goff, is a one-
man interception pandemic. 

I saw you ... don’t support Donald Trump’s 
reelection. I don’t understand. Are you tired of 
winning?

see PERSONALS, page 23
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“I saw you ... got kicked out of the U.S. Open for hitting a 
linesperson with a ball. Now if you had hit her with both balls ... ”

                                                            - Anon. 
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I saw you ... are open for indoor dining. 
Which I’m excited about - as soon as salons 
reopen, too. 

I heard you ... believe the coronavirus is a 
hoax and refuse to wear a mask. Sounds like 
we’d make a good couple, since I have all the 
social distancing skills of a porn actress. How 
‘bout we meet at Vons later so we can fondle 
the produce and breathe on each other? 

I saw you ... are all about Distant learning. 
But maybe it’s time to leave the brewery and log 
into a class or two. 

I see ... Labor Day has arrived just in time, 
especially since you haven’t worked a day since 
March.  

I saw you ... preparing for evacuation. What 
can I say, other than that life is a colonoscopy. 

In search of ... a place to go if there’s an 
evacuation? You’re welcome to stay with me, 
but only if you’ll agree to parade around the 
condo in floss underwear on Sunday mornings 
during football season. 

I see you ... are concerned about the Creek 
Fire. Would you be less concerned if I offered 
you a firm, extended paddle? 

I saw you ... are excited about the NFL 
season starting this week. By the way, are you 
familiar with the recent rule changes? There 
will be no forward Covid passes. The penalty 
for this infraction is sideline quarantine with 
Booger MacFarland. 

I saw you ... no longer wish to donate land 
for the National Wounded Warrior Center. 
Which is a little disappointing, seeing as those 
vets were willing to donate blood for you. 

I saw you ... got kicked out of the US Open 
for hitting a linesperson with a ball. Seems 
unfair. Now if you had hit her with both balls ... 

I saw you ... are reopening schools for in-
person instruction. You know, they say you re-
tain more information if you learn things in the 
same way/same environment, so will it be okay 
if I bring my blankie and my bong to school? 
And can I bring my mom in for the tests? She’s 
been killing it so far!

In search of ... someone to take tests for me. 
What does your mom charge? 

I saw you ... volunteered to make dinner 
tonight. Remember, I want to eat Sloppy Joes, 
not watch Sleepy Joe. 

I saw you ... are winless in your fantasy 
league. So what makes you think you can draft 
me for a one-night stand? 

I heard you ... are thinking of moving to 
Canada if Trump wins reelection. Maybe they’ll 
rename it Vancougar. 

I hear you ... want the Attorney General to 
prosecute your enemies. Well, I don;’t know if 
Barr has the courage to do it, but he does have 
the gut. 

I saw you ... have a thing for Japanese chicks. 
I hear they call it the Kimonovirus. 

I see you ... are really looking forward to ski 
season. I hear they call that the Ikonavirus. 

I would have liked ... to have been a fly on 
the wall at the Vice-Presidential debate on 
Wednesday, but it appears I was beaten to it. 

I saw you ... in some very tight spandex the 
other day. Like the air quality, I would deem 
those leggings hazardous (to good taste). 

I would like to remind you ... of our election 
bet. If Biden wins, I treat you to a romantic 
candlelight dinner. And if Trump wins, I get to 
grab you by the ... 

I saw you ... are unsure about how to vote 
on election day. With an ass like yours, I’d vote 
tRUMP. 

I saw you ... suggest voting NO on all the 
propositions. Does that include my proposi-
tion? It’s endorsed by the IDFU.

I saw you ... leave a crowd of supporters 
freezing on a tarmac in the midwest following a 
campaign rally. Is that your version of a practi-
cal joke? Oma-HA!

In search of ... a rink. With a roof. But all I 
found was rinky dink. In school, they grady 
that an ‘F.’

I saw you ... are really concerned about the 
election. You should be more concerned about 
your diet. In electoral college terms, your belly 
used to be Iowa, but now it’s looking more like 
Illinois. 

I hope you ... will indulge my fetish for 
darker skin, because Black Thighs Matter!

I saw you ... are worried about moving into 
the purple tier. Aren’t we all? I mean, blue balls 

are bad enough. 
I saw you ... are worried about moving into 

the purple tier. As ESPN’s Scott Van Pelt (or 
any degenerate gambler) might say, that’s a bad 
beet. 

I saw ... The Stove just turned 50. And still 
looks pretty good considering all the sausage 
that kitchen has handled!

In search of ... an affordable Christmas pres-
ent? Come by my place and I’ll show you a free 
package!

I saw you ... are quarantining. Sounds like 
quarreltining to me. 

I heard you ... quarreltining. Then I listened 
to the post-quarreltining. That was pretty hot. 

I saw you ... won’t be able to host any indoor 
dining. So maybe I eat you in the car? 

I saw you ... may Pardon your kids. I think 
you should apologize instead. Junior seems to 
have missed out on a lot of the IQ genes.

I heard you ... plan to put up a Xmas tree this 
weekend. Great news! That’ll be the first erec-
tion in your house in months. 

In search of ... “business” assistance? I’ll hap-
pily give you some “business” if you swing by 
my place tonight. To apply: All you’ve got to do 
is divulge two cheeks worth of assets.

I saw you ... are concerned about reducing 
the spread. Seems a shame, as Vegas has got 
your thighs as a double-digit favorite for New 
Year’s Eve. 

I saw you ... are really excited to throw a big 
New Year’s party. Well, even if Covid kills those 
plans, I’d say we only need the two of us to have 
a “super spreader” event.

I saw you ... trying to pass yourself off as an 
essential worker. Pretty damn funny to anyone 
who’s familiar with your work ethic. 

I saw you ... want to knock down the positiv-
ity rate. Here’s an idea: Read The Sheet!

THANK YOU TO THE WESTIN

The Salvation Army would like 
to Thank The Westin for the 
donation of fifty turkeys,and 
fifty bags of food staples.

Thank you to Sean Somers and the 
Westin crew for delivery of donations to 
the Mammoth Lakes Salvation Army Food 
Bank. Donations were dispersed to local 
IMACA registered families at this much 
needed time. There were no RED KETTLE 
donations this year due to Covid-19. We 
are hopeful for their return in 2021. 

Please donate at:
salvationarmyusa.org/
donate-online/savealife



A NEW
HOME 

FOR 
FAMILY

FUN
OVER 17 NEW CREEKHOUSE RESIDENCES 

SOLD THIS PAST SUMMER AND FALL.

All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalDRE #01812140.All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalDRE #01812140.
2021. All rights reserved.2021. All rights reserved.

ANOTHER LUXURY DEVELOPMENT BY THE CHADMAR GROUP

LUXURY MOUNTAIN RETREATS WITH MILES OF TRAILS, OPEN SPACE & ROOM TO 
BREATHE NEAR MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN. Up to 3 Beds & Flex Room. Up to 2,152 sq. ft.Up to 3 Beds & Flex Room. Up to 2,152 sq. ft.

CONTACT OUR SALES TEAM TODAY TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR HIGHLY ANTICIPATED WINTER RELEASE OF HOMES

877-766-9275 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM
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