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LISTEN TO DRAKE!

By Page 

In September 2020, Dis-
abled Sports Eastern Sierra’s 
(DSES) efforts to build the 

National Wounded Warrior 
Center (NWCC) were dealt a 
deathblow at the hands of the 
Mammoth Lakes Foundation 
Board of Directors.

The choice to not proceed 
with a land lease for the project 
came as a shock to the non-
profit, which had raised $11.7 
million towards construction of 
the NWCC and spent countless 
staff hours in planning. 

So DSES went back to the 
drawing board, down but never 

see DRAKE, page 10

DSES to locate National Wounded Warrior Center in June Lake 

Bob Drake is proof that it’s 
never too late to switch 
things up: after a career 

in geophysics, Drake decided to 
take up milling. 

Nearly 30 years later, he 
doesn’t seem to be looking 
back.

Drake owns Drake Wood 
Milling, a custom milling and 
woodworking business located 
in the Mammoth Industrial 
Park, and has been producing 
flooring, siding, tables, mantles, 
countertops and more since 
1995. 

He was born in Claremont, 
the son of a city councilmem-
ber and the chairwoman of 
the local school board. Drake 
comes from an academic fam-
ily: One grandfather, Robert 
Bernard, played a role in found-
ing the Claremont Colleges 
consortium and later served 
as managing director and then 
president of the consortium; 
Drake’s step-grandfather, Max 
Mason, was a mathematician 
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our wonderful customers. To all 
the people who have enjoyed 
the Lodge’s resources over our 
years of operation, we thank 
you for your business, friend-
ship, and loyalty. 

While the Lodge’s tenure 
as a public business will soon 
come to an end, the Lodge will 
then launch a new beginning 
as a retreat for many of our 
nation’s veterans. The buyer of 
the Lodge is Disabled Sports 
Eastern Sierra (DSES). 

DSES has exciting plans to 
transform the Lodge to serve as 

and at one time served as the 
president of the University of 
Chicago.

Even before he ever got 
started in woodworking and 
milling, Drake enjoyed building 
and working with his hands. 
After a middle school teacher 
ignited his passion for science, 
Drake built a home science lab 
in his parent’s garage, pouring 
cement, laying the plumbing, 
installing benches and equip-
ment all on his own. 

“My parents were fine with 
that,” he said. 

Drake’s ties to Mammoth 
run deep: his grandfather and 
great-uncle had lived in Bishop 
in the 1920’s and each bought 
two acres of land next to the 
Valentine Reserve, eventually 
building fishing cabins on their 
respective properties. When 
Drake moved to town in 1992, 
he moved into his grandfather’s 
cabin. 

He first began coming to 
the Eastern Sierra in the early 

out.
Patience and persistence have 

finally been rewarded. The re-
ward: Fern Creek Lodge in June 
Lake, acquired by purchase 
from the Coats family earlier 
this year.

The family posted the fol-
lowing to the Fern Creek Lodge 
Facebook page on November 
11:

“We have exciting news to 
share about Fern Creek Lodge 
and for its new bright future. For 
the family of Jim Coats (Owners 
of the Lodge for many years), 
we now bid our fond farewell to 

Protesters outside Mammoth Unified School District offices on Friday ... before they ventured inside. 

A group of impassioned 
protesters entered the 
Mammoth Unified 

School District offices and 
banged on windows, causing 
frightened employees to lock 
the doors and call police on 
Friday, November 19.

This prompted the Mam-
moth Unified School District’s 
Board of Education to hold an 
emergency meeting on Monday 
afternoon to discuss the event 
and future emergency protocol.

Attendees of the meeting in-
cluded Mammoth Police Chief 
Al Davis, Town Attorney Andy 
Morris, Mono County Public 
Health Director Bryan Wheeler, 
and Mammoth Unified School 
District Superintendent Jennifer 
Wildman.

The protesters were in opposi-
tion to the district’s impending 
Covid-19 vaccine mandate, 
which requires that all students 
aged 16 and above provide 
proof of having received both 

doses of the Covid-19 vaccine 
by December 17, 2021. 

Students who do not comply 
with the mandate will not be 
permitted to participate in any 
in-person school activities - this 
includes attending dances or 
participating in athletics.

The news of the mandate 
sparked passionate dissent from 
some community members. 
Several had attended the Board 
of Education’s regular meeting 

see PROTESTERS, page 6
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UNITED FLIES OUT OF BISHOP? 
I received an email the other day from my good friends at Facebook or 

Meta or whatever the hell it’s called. You know how it goes. I was in between 
a pair of pedestrian thoughts and Facebook figured I should find out what 
Deena Davenport Conway is up to, besides cutting my cute daughter’s hair 
once in awhile. 

Deena: “I bought a ticket from Bishop to San Francisco. It’s getting real.” 
Of course, Deena is referring to the impending commercial air service out 

of Bishop. United will fly to San Francisco, L.A. and Denver. 
But I shouldn’t say of course since awareness of this development seems 

remarkably thin. Some responses: 
-Bishop? 
-I wonder if they fly into Santa Rosa? 
-Where can you fly from Bishop, besides San Francisco? 
-How much was it? What airline? 
-Is roundtrip more than $250?
-When? 
-Wow. It’s coming up. 
-United is only going to fly it until the end of March, but maybe another 

airline will step up for the spring, summer and fall. 

So yes, it’s here, which means, the hard work is actually about to start. 
That was the hard lesson I learned when starting this paper. Planning and 

spitballing and fantasizing and projecting is wonderful. Meeting deadlines 
and actually operating the thing is a bitch. 

And so, who is really in charge? I see Mammoth Lakes Tourism sent out a 
nice little glossy postcard. Is that it? 

I’ve seen nothing out of the City of Bishop or Inyo County. 
We all know that passenger enplanements declined precipitously in 

Mammoth over the past decade. In 2011, Mammoth Yosemite Airport did 
more than 30,000 passenger enplanements. By its last full year pre-Covid, 
that number had sank below 20,000. 

A lot of it had to do with the irregularity of the weather and flights - some-
thing a transition to Bishop is supposed to fix. 

From the studies I’ve read, the success of commercial air service in rural 
communities greatly depends on local usage - not just skiers. I also know 

The Westin Monache dropped off its annual donation of fifty turkeys to the Salvation Army 
on Monday. Pictured are the Westin’s Adminstrative Coordinator Chiara Minutello and 
Director of Operations Sean Somers. 

that while Mammoth Lakes Tourism has proven adept at many things, mar-
keting air service is not one of them. 

I’m hoping the Inyo/City of Bishop strategy here runs a bit deeper than 
build it and they will come. Or build it and let Mammoth figure it out from 
there. 

Seems like a lot more thought was dedicated to the naming of the Clint G. 
Quilter Consolidated Office Building than to the functioning of the Clint G. 
Quilter International Airport. 

I was sent the following story recently by a friend of mine who thought I 
would be thrilled at the possibility of another fantastic government hand-
out.

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden’s $1.85 trillion social spend-
ing bill includes a provision that, if it becomes law, would mark the first 
time the federal government has offered targeted support in response to the 
decline of local news.

The help would come in the form of a payroll tax credit for companies that 
employ eligible local journalists. The measure would allow newspapers, 
digital news outlets and radio and television stations to claim a tax credit 

Sponsored by

Dec 3 Friday @ 7pm
Tickets - Donation Only 
Nobody Turned Away 
for Lack of Funds

Register at 
MammothLakesRep.org

A Virtual Film 
of the One Man Show
followed by a Q&A with 
Writer/Actor Brian Stanton

@ghostkingdom
Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theatre Presents
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of $25,000 the first year and $15,000 the 
next four years for up to 1,500 journalists.

... But the credit, which would cost 
$1.67 billion over the next five years, does 
create some tension for the industry. 
Some top Republicans in Congress have 
derided it as a handout. Leading journal-
ists also acknowledge that it’s awkward 
to receive financial assistance from a 
government they cover independently.

Still, given the sense of crisis the indus-
try is facing, many journalists say the risk 
is worth it.

“This is only a reluctant response to this 
fear of the collapse of local news and their 
business models,” said Steven Waldman, 
president and co-founder of Report for 
America, an organization that places 
journalists in local newsrooms, including 
The Associated Press. “Most journalists 
start off with a healthy skepticism about 
the government getting involved and 
helping journalism. And that’s appropri-
ate.”

“But,” he added, “the reason why this is 
happening now is just the severity of the 
crisis.”

The provision is supported by more 
than a dozen House Republicans, though 
the second-ranking GOP leader, Rep. 
Steve Scalise of Louisiana, called it a scam 
in a recent tweet. “Make no mistake — 
this is Biden and Dems in Congress help-
ing pay the reporters’ salaries who cover 
for them,” he tweeted.

... Though the proposal’s main objective 
was to rescue small papers that were hit 
hard as ad dollars evaporated at the start 
of the pandemic, it will help some larger 
companies. Should the tax break become 
law, Gannett, one of the nation’s largest 
remaining newspaper chains, could gain 
as much as $127.5 million over five years, 
according to an analysis by the AP ... “

My thought? Bad idea. The collapse of 
an individual business model is not the 
general populace’s problem. 

Although we now seem to live in a 
world where no one is allowed to fail. 

Further, I can assure you that if this 
proposal became law and I really could 
collect $85,000 per journalist over the 
next five years, this is how I’d approach it. 
I’d hire one more journalist. Hopefully a 
clever one whom I could pay to write this 
column. 

I’d take the money for the existing two 
writers I’ve got and I’d put it in my pocket. 
Which is what most people did with their 
PPP loans. Why pay rent when you can 
day-trade Tesla stock? 

And then, I don’t know, I’d have more 
time and money to spend on my wife’s 
goat problem or my increasing aversion 
to work problem. 

And I’d have plenty of time to attend 
events I don’t usually attend like the 
Chamber Awards Gala. Maybe if I attend-
ed a few Galas they’d give me an award. 
Maybe for best professional haircut 
(thank you, Ellen McDonald) or for best 
guy ever for letting people leave their cars 
at my house when they fly out of Bishop. 

*Note: This last part is obviously fiction. 
Don’t even think about asking to park at 
my house. First part is not. Ellen’s a damn 
fine barber. 

My thought about the Facebooks and 
Googles of the world - one has no choice 
but to compete. And if we put out a 
compelling product, people will pick it 
up and support it and advertise in it ... 
even if I refuse to play marketing weenie 
and don’t have the balls to proclaim with 

certainty that every dollar spent at The 
Sheet boasts an ROI (Return on Invest-
ment) of $165.

I mean, who could get away with saying 
something like that? 

But when it comes down it, I kinda cat-
egorize the Great Recession and the Great 
Pandemic as the 1-2 punch to destroy 
even the most ambitious.

Surviving the first meant learning how 
to control costs and assume more respon-
sibility and work harder and do more with 
less. All things one learns growing up in 
an environment of self-abnegation (New 
England). 

But the second part, the pandemic ... 
I can’t figure out what I think. While a 
whole lot of other people want to lobby 
me about what they think. 

Don’t they know that no one knows 
anything - and that doesn’t apply just to 
other people. 

It was awfully strange taking my daugh-
ter to a vaccination clinic on Sunday at 
the Fairgrounds and having people stand 
outside the gate protesting it. Why do they 
care about my daughter getting vaxxed? 

One guy said aloud, “Do you believe 
in God?” As if God cares about one’s vac-
cination status. 

And yeah, God and I are okay. I’m not 
so wonderful and God knows it. Next. 

But honestly ... this age of (anything but 
self) denial and self-certainty and self-
dealing is just wearing me out. 

You know what I’ll be thankful for - a 
round of golf at BCC with Scatolini and 
Frome on Thursday. Amen!
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The MoJoe isn’t working 

Dear Jack,

A decent newspaper prints minority 
views, and The Sheet passed muster 
November 13 by printing two pro-
Biden letters (approval plummeting 
below 40%). I salute you.

As the casual reader may surmise 
from the cratering popularity of Presi-
dent *, the pro-Joe letters in The Sheet, 
while charmingly loyal to a doddering 
old man, contained a few debatable 
points.

The first letter correctly identified 

two huge spending plans pushed 
through by Biden, ostensibly paid for 
by “common sense taxes” (there seems 
to be no tax hike that is not a matter of 
“common sense”).  

The letter admits that inflation juiced 
by these gargantuan spending orgies 
is “above the Fed’s target” (uh, yeah, 
three times above it, as a matter of fact) 
but this is okay because inflation also 
is killing Europe and Australia. How-
ever, this soothing explanation loses a 
little steam since Europe and Australia 
are in the mess they are in because 
they have also engaged in Bidenesque 
profligacy. 

The letter ends by referring to Af-
ghanistan as “tragic.” That’s one way to 
put it. Another is “hopelessly incompe-
tent beyond embarrassment.” Left out 
of this panegyric is Biden dozing at the 
COP summit, Biden mumbling inco-
herently every time his handlers lose 
control of him and he wanders in front 
of a microphone, Biden’s party getting 
creamed in recent elections, Biden’s 
spokespeople regularly “clarifying” 
things Biden says such as in relation to 
the defense of Taiwan, and of course 
the customary Biden family corrup-
tion, mainstreamed in its current 
incarnation as “art.” 

The second letter likewise admits 
that in Afghanistan, “we all wish cer-
tain aspects had gone more smoothly”. 
Yes, I suppose that is as true as the 
Emperor observing after Nagasaki that 
“the war has not necessarily turned to 

Japan’s advantage.” As an Anglophile, 
I appreciate a little of the old British-
style understatement.

The second letter then declares that 
Democrats “do not ascribe” to an open 
borders policy. This is gratifying news, 
and should be transmitted immedi-
ately to the overwhelmed and demor-
alized Border Patrol officers along the 
Rio Grande, to keep their spirits up.

I confess to being a little baffled over 
the relevance of the putatively superior 
Covid response in the most backward 
state in Mexico, in which there is an 
“80% vaccination rate” and where 
“everyone masks up.” In California, 
everyone has been masking up in the 
population centers also, despite grow-
ing concern even in left wing publica-
tions like The Atlantic (Vinay Prasad) 
and Slate (Emily Oster) over the pos-
sible harms of masks and lack of hard 
evidence that they actually work. And 
as of November 10, 75% of California 
has received a Covid vaccine. Same 
masks-as-amulets belief, nearly identi-
cal vaccination rates as Oaxaca, but the 
writer claims they’re besting us. Maybe 
so. Maybe it’s not the masks and vac-
cines. Maybe it’s the water? I’ve heard 
stuff about the water down there.

Your second letter then denies that a 
president has anything to do with the 
price of gas. Totally out of his control. 
The economic alchemy behind the 
excuses offered in the letter is good to 
know, and should sway voters to “go 
Joe” in ‘24. Assuming they can afford 

gas to drive to the polls, and that Joe is 
still sentient. But lack of gas is a good 
thing, as the letter next cites weather 
events as evidence of a coming apoca-
lypse, even though we are constantly 
cautioned NEVER CONFUSE WEATH-
ER WITH CLIMATE during winter 
deep freezes. At least the letter writer is 
smart enough, unlike the UN (Mal-
dives underwater by 2018), Al Gore 
(planetary collapse by 2016), Prince 
Charles (death to the world by 2017) 
and the rest of the grandees hurtling 
into Glasgow in private carbon-spew-
ing jets, to put a date on the apoca-
lypse 200 years in the future. I call that 
prudent.

The letter ends with an interesting 
admission that American education is 
not up to scratch – true enough – but 
then attribues this to our great national 
diversity. This is news indeed, as we 
are constantly being instructed that 
diversity is a strength. I’d commend 
the writer for his courage in speaking 
truth to power except he ended with 
the usual gaslighting denial that CRT 
[Critical Race Theory] is being taught 
in schools when the spirit of the thing 
permeates education nationwide.

To end on a positive note, kudos 
once again for publishing minority 
views. They are minority views for a 
reason.

 
John Rogitz

Mammoth Lakes

Vacation 
Rentals

$189

$119

$209

$197
$143

Mammoth Lakes, CA

• The Town requires a business tax certificate, a transient occupancy tax (TOT) 
certificate, and a transient rental inspection in advance of conducting transient 
rentals for any unit in Mammoth Lakes. 

• Only certain areas within the Town are zoned for transient rentals. To find out if 
transient rentals are permitted at your property, you can view the Town’s Parcel 
Viewer: gis.mono.ca.gov/apps/pv

• Permitted transient rentals are required to report revenues, remit TOT and Tourism 
Business Improvement District (TBID) to the Town on a monthly basis.

• TOT makes up a significant portion of the Town’s general fund that contributes 
to snow removal, road maintenance, community housing, parks and recreation 
programs, as well as other public services. 

• The Town has a team dedicated to the enforcement of illegal rentals, TOT collection 
and partners with an online compliance verification platform called Rentalscape. For 
Fiscal Year 2020-21, the Town collected $403,771 in unremitted taxes, penalties and 
interest and issued 213 citations for illegal rentals. 

DID YOU
KNOW?

 TownofMammothLakes.ca.gov           Town of Mammoth Lakes

 Did you know that all transient rental units, 30 nights 
or less, within the Town must be permitted and registered?

You can anonymously report illegal rental activity by leaving a message on the 
TOT Hotline at (760) 965-3670 or by sending an email to the anonymous TOT 
compliance email tot@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 

Contact the Finance Department for assistance registering your property or for 
general questions about transient rentals in Mammoth Lakes at (760) 965-3660. 

Contact Info:

Purchase your 21/22 Tamarack Cross-Country Ski Season Pass for $339 
and  enjoy unlimited access to more than 19 miles (30 km) of secluded, 
groomed cross-country  ski trails in the beautiful Mammoth Lakes Basin. 

Ikon Pass holders, call 800.MAMMOTH to purchase your XC pass with special pricing. 

GET YOUR TAMARACK XC 
SEASON PASS NOW

MAMMOTHMOUNTAIN.COM/XC

Save up to $50 if you purchase by Tamarack Opening Day.

H E L P  W A N T E D

Well established practice 
seeking RDH passionate

about prevention,
thorough clinical skills.

Flexible days.
email resume to: 

sschragerc@gmail.com

D E N TA L  H Y G I E N I S T

Dr. Craig Schrager, D.D.S



LOCAL BRIEFS

Opposition to the Kore Mining Exploratory Drilling project at Hot Creek (which could begin as early as November 30) drew energetic 
protesters along Main Street in Mammoth last Saturday.
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sunandski.com

SKI APPAREL
Excludes clearance.

$11175

REG $149

25%
OFF

MEN’S APEX

BIONIC JACKET

Sun & Ski Sports will be open 

Thanksgiving Day 7am-3pm

and on Friday 8am-8pm.

Black Friday sale

Now Thru Monday 11/29

Scan me for all of our 

Black Friday deals.

SKI & SNOWBOARD 
APPAREL

Excludes clearance.

Gift Guide
SCAN TO

SHOP

WINTER SPORTS

Coupon Book
EXCLUSIVELY FOR OUR JR. SEASONAL RENTAL CUSTOMERS

  OVER
$500

IN SAVINGS
for the entire 

family.

FREE
21
22

Hurry!$119Rental saleends 11/28

Adult RATES $2995/day
Jr. RATES $1995/day

SAVE on 3 or more rental days.

FREE with rental.
Winter Sports 
Coupon Book with 
$500 in savings for 
the entire family.  

Ski & Snowboard

Rental Program

Ski & Snowboard

Rental Program

Black Friday sale

Now Thru Monday 11/29 Black Friday sale

UP TO 40% off

40%
offsave

up to
in-store & Online

sunandski.com

Black Friday

UP TO 40% off

saleFridayBlack

Black Friday sale

Now Thru Monday 11/29

40%
OFF

$17993

REG $299

WOMEN’S MICRO 

PUFF INSULATED 

HOODIE

25%
OFF

50%
OFF

WOMEN’S TIVOLI

IV PARC

WINTER BOOTS

25%
OFF

$14625

REG $195

2021 MEN’S WARPIG 

SNOWBOARD

30%
OFF

$34983

REG $49995

WOMEN’S BLACK 

PEARL 82 ALL 

MOUNTAIN SKIS w/

TP 10 BINDINGS

2022 MEN’S 

BLACKOPS SMASHER 

SKIS w/ XPRESS 10 

GRIPWALK BINDINGS

17%
OFF

$59995

REG $720

18%
OFF

$44995

REG $550

Black Friday sale
Now Thru Monday 11/29

Black Friday sale

Now Thru Monday 11/29 Black Friday sale

UP TO 40% off

40%
offsave

up to
in-store & Online

sunandski.com

Black Friday

UP TO 40% off

saleFridayBlack

50

Black Friday sale

Now Thru Monday 11/29Black Friday sale
Now Thru Monday 11/29

Black Friday sale

Now Thru Monday 11/29

Black Friday sale

Now Thru Monday 11/29

LOOKING

FOR THE

PERFECT GIFT?

Black Friday sale

Now Thru Monday 11/29

NOV 23 -29

34%
OFF

$13983

REG $19995

MEN’S SERVO

SNOW JACKET

Removal of contaminated soils 
proposed at Gold Hill Mill

DEATH VALLEY, CA – The National Park 
Service (NPS) seeks public feedback 
on a proposal to remove contaminated 
soils from Gold Hill Mill in Death Valley 
National Park.

The mercury amalgamation mill was 
in use from the 1930s through the 1950s 
in Warm Springs Canyon in the southern 
end of the park. The mill site includes 
a well-preserved mill and arrastra. It 
is easily visited via the unpaved Warm 
Springs Road and is near a perennial 
stream.

Environmental analysis shows high 
levels of arsenic, lead, mercury, zinc, 
and antimony in the waste piles and the 
soils at the mill’s foundation. The site 
can pose a health risk for people who 
visit repeatedly or spend more than a 
passing amount of time there. It pro-
vides a greater risk to wildlife, exceeding 
wildlife’s safe exposures to lead by 130 
times, zinc by 202 times, and antimony 
by 327 times.

The NPS proposes to remove about 50 
cubic yards of contaminated soils from 
the mill foundation and waste piles. The 
materials would be disposed of in an ap-
propriately licensed landfill. If this action 
is selected, more detailed design will be 
necessary to minimize risk of impacts to 
historic structures, such as the mill.  

Public comments are welcome 
through December 26, 2021. To learn 
more about the project, or to comment, 
visit parkplanning.nps.gov/GoldHill.

MLPD awarded tobacco grant 

Mammoth Lakes Police Depart-
ment was selected this week to receive 
$344,273 in State funding from the Cali-
fornia Department of Justice Tobacco 
Grant Program. 

This competitive grant is authorized 
under the California, Research and Pre-
vention Tobacco Act of 2016 (Proposition 
56) and provides program funding to the 
Department for the next 3 years. 

This funding will be used to continue 
employment of a full-time School Re-
source Officer (SRO), to reduce illegal 
tobacco sales to minors through retail 
enforcement, to provide education about 
the dangers of tobacco use, to develop 
a diversion intervention program for 
youth caught with tobacco products, to 
develop protocols for tobacco waste on 
campuses and more. 

MLPD received the Tobacco Grant in 
2018-2020 and accomplished:

• Organizing a Proposition 56 Commu-
nity Workgroup

• 4 well-attended parent and student 
education nights

• 40 educational visits with retailers
• 50 compliance checks of signage
• Weekly tobacco enforcement at 

school sites (50 violations)
• Installing 2 vape detectors at the 

school (recovered 200 vapes)
• 2 undercover enforcement opera-

tions at 10 retail stores (3 cited for selling 
to underage youth)

• Purchasing and installing 100 anti-
tobacco metal signs at parks, recreation 
sites and schools

• Provided testimony on sale of fla-
vored tobacco products resulting in a 
town policy to ban sales of such products



PROTESTERS
continued from page 1
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on Thursday, November 18. According 
to Superintendent Jennifer Wildman, at 
least five people exhibited “extremely 
lewd behavior” during this meeting.

On the morning of Friday, Novem-
ber 19, a group of about 30 protesters 
gathered near the school’s crosswalk 
at the corner of Meridian Boulevard 
and Sierra Park Drive to protest the 
mandate. They carried signs regarding 
vaccine mandates and masking, and 
passed out flyers to passersby. 

After the school drop-off time was 
over, they left. 

They then came back at the end of 
the school day to do the same thing.

“During the morning and afternoon 
protests, the group assembled peace-
fully, held up their signs, and there was 
no significant interruption to traffic,” 
said Wildman. 

Then around 3:30 p.m., about 20 
protesters approached the district of-
fice with accompnying signs, dogs, and 
children. 

This subsequent demonstration 
escalated to the point where the crowd 
of protesters entered the office build-
ing and confronted the only two staff 
members present at the time: Superin-
tendent Jennifer Wildman and Ac-
counting Technician Amanda Taylor. 

“At the time I really thought they 
were going to remain outside and 
protest peacefully just as they had done 
earlier in the day,” said Wildman. 

Wildman had locked the office doors 
as a precaution, however the lobby 

doors were still unlocked. The group of 
protesters ended up coming into the 
building, including bringing their dogs. 

Wildman and Taylor proceeded to 
call 911 Dispatch to ask for assistance. 
Within five minutes, police had arrived.

Sgt. Daniel Casabian and another 
officer arrived at the scene, and after 
discussing concerns with Wildman and 
Taylor, went back out into the lobby of 
the building and asked the group to 
leave. 

It took approximately 5 minutes for 
the protesters to exit the lobby. They 
then proceeded to assemble again un-
der the flagpole outside of the district 
office. 

After consulting with the police, 
Superintendent Wildman agreed to go 
outside and talk to the people gath-
ered.

“The 20 protesters were for the most 
part fairly respectful; they asked several 
questions and had several statements 
to make. Although, there were a few 
rude comments made such as, ‘I don’t 
care where you’re from’ and ‘tell us the 
truth’ and there was a bit of yelling. It 
definitely wasn’t the most comfort-
able situation I have ever been in,” said 
Wildman. 

Despite her discomfort, Wildman 
stated that she felt supported by the 
police department and proceeded to 
speak with the protesters, answering 
questions and concerns, for about 10 
minutes. 

By 4:30 p.m. the incident was fully 
diffused and the protesters, police, as 
well as Wildman and Taylor left the 
premises.  They said they took alternate 
routes to their respective homes as a 
precautionary measure.

“Although there were no direct verbal 
threats pointed at us, it was a large 
group of people and there were several 
big dogs with them. And they banged 
on the windows and doors of the dis-
trict office as well as filmed Amanda 
when she was trying to finish her work. 
It was definitely intimidating,” said 
Wildman. 

Sierra High School, which operates 
within the same building, was not in 
session at the time. Wildman explained 
that if they were to have been, there 
probably would’ve been a lockdown 
issued. 

“My concern is for student and staff 
safety. Our campus is a really safe place 
and we work hard to keep it that way. I 
want to assure that this doesn’t happen 
again to any of our staff or students,” 
said Wildman. 

The School District has requested for 
bodycam footage in order to review the 
incident in its entirety. According to 
Chief Al Davis who’s already viewed the 
footage, “it appears pretty peaceful”. 

“I know about protests, I come from 
Santa Cruz, that’s what we do. I ap-
preciate peoples’ right to assemble, use 
their freedom of speech, and commu-
nicate what they’re concerned about. 
However, our students walk back and 
forth across the crosswalk to get to their 
classes, and it was a pretty intimidat-
ing group. We haven’t been able to get 
crossing guards for the winter, and I 
just want to ensure their safety and 
keep things peaceful,” said Wildman. 

Wildman went on to say that she only 
recognized a handful of people in the 
group, so she assumes that there were 
people from Bishop and other places 
who also partook in the protest. 

According to Wildman, the main 
concerns expressed from the group she 
talked to included: complaints about 
specific Mammoth teachers, questions 
about the Brown Act regarding public 
comments during board meetings, 
there being no FDA-approved vaccines 
to begin with, myocarditis forming 
from the vaccine as well as other health 
effects, and the supposed financial gain 
of the School District by having a vac-
cine mandate. 

Wildman dispelled these concerns 
during Monday’s meeting.   

“After speaking with them, it became 
clear that they did not feel heard. And 
that’s something we can talk about 
- how can we improve people’s confi-
dence that we have heard them and we 
are listening?” asked Wildman to the 
Board. 

Suggestions included providing 
faster response times to emails, and 
having the beginning of each board 
meeting start with the president listing 
out the trends of complaints, includ-
ing the number and type of complaints 
received for that week.  

“People feel extremely strongly about 
this, and I think that they are hoping to 
change minds. And if they can’t change 
our minds, they’re going to try and 
change parents’ minds and incorporate 
other people into their discussions,” 
said Wildman. 

The Board went on to brainstorm 
different ways to move forward while 
ensuring the safety of staff and students 
on school grounds, including propos-
ing a specific safety committee dedi-
cated to managing protesters. 

 

ASE FRONT END AND BRAKE 

TECHNICIAN
For more information and to apply visit 
www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov, or contact 
Amanda Pelham, HR Manager, at (760) 
965-3604. 

JOB OPENING

Outdoor Recreation Manager 
(Public Lands)  

$88,032 - $114,441+ competitive 
benefits package(including 2.5% 
increase to base salary JJuullyy  22002222))

The Town is looking for a dedicated, experienced 
professional who is an expert in the management 
of federal, state, and other jurisdictional lands. IIff  

yyoouu  aarree  llooookkiinngg  ffoorr  aa  rreewwaarrddiinngg  ccaarreeeerr  iinn  
mmuunniicciippaall  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  hhaavvee  aa  ppaassssiioonn  ffoorr  ggrroowwiinngg  

oouurr  OOffffiiccee  ooff  OOuuttddoooorr  RReeccrreeaattiioonn,,  aanndd  tthhrriivvee  iinn  aa  
ccoollllaabboorraattiivvee  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt,,  tthhiiss  ccoouulldd  bbee  aann  

eexxcceelllleenntt  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ffoorr  yyoouu!!



By Lunch
New retail shop, Cactus and the Hawk, opens in Mammoth 
A LITTLE BIT OF EVERYTHING

OFF THE SLOPES

Dowler (left) and Wilson in front of the Theo Kogan portrait which hangs just inside the 
entrance to the shop. 

There’s a new and very eclectic retail 
shop in Mammoth Lakes, located 
next to the Liberty Bar in the Mam-

moth Promenade (formerly called the 
Mammoth Luxury Outlet Mall). 

It’s called the Cactus and the Hawk 
and it harkens back to the old-school 
funkiness of local bygones Planet Earth 
and Abbey Road.

The principals are Aaron Wilson, a 
fairly recent arrival in Mammoth, and 
Brian Dowler, who many may know from 
Tamarack Lodge, where he has worked 
for the past six years.

The pair, in fact, met at Tamarack, and 
over time became friends, roommates 
and ultimately, business partners.

Walking in, you’ll notice a little bit of 
everything. Clothing racks, a large collec-
tion of vinyl records along the back wall, 
pottery, photography, leather products, 
books, even towels. 

“It’s a day in the life kind of place,” 
explained Wilson, a dead ringer for Evis 
Costello in his glasses and hat. 

Prior to opening the shop, Wilson most 
recently spent 13 years working for Live 
Nation in tour marketing and digital. 

Before that, he worked for Alternative 
Press, a punk rock magazine based in 
Cleveland. 

So the “Bleach” by Nirvana playing on 
the store stereo made perfect sense.

Wilson has Southern California roots, 
but the store feels like SoHo. Ironic, as 
Wilson has never lived in New York City. 

Dowler, who said that if one had to 
personify the store’s title, he’d be the 
cactus to Wilson’s hawk, grew up in San 
Diego and graduated from UCLA. 

Post-college he traveled throughout 
Asia and taught for several years before 
getting into golf course design (seriously) 
in New Zealand. 

His sister, who also lives here, con-
vinced him to move to Mammoth. 

As for what’s inside ... 
A lot of the clothing is unisex, and 

is derived from small, up-and-coming 
brands.  

There are winter jackets by Holubar, a 
small apparel company out of Boulder.

Also handmade puffer jackets from 
Philip Huang out of Brooklyn which go 
for about $1,000.

There are snowboards from Elevated 
Snowcraft by Aaron Leibowitz.

There are bags and leather products by 
local Ella Weber

The books are coffeetable, pop culture, 
both. Crumb, Haring, Warhol. One 
popular book which you can snag for $20 
is titled “1,000 album covers.” 

Opened right up to Led Zep’s Houses 
of the Holy.

The photography on the walls is also 
local, courtesy of Josh Mann. 

*Speaking of which, look for a Josh 
Mann photography show at the store on  
December 16 & 17, which they’re calling 
“Night of Nights.” It’ll run both evenings 
from roughly 7-9 p.m. And ff you’e lucky, 
they’ll have convinced Mann to bring his 
guitar as well to play his own event. 
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As for the vinyl along the back wall, 
Dowler admits the shelving required 
a few rounds of reinforcement. When 
asked why they didn’t display the re-
cords in bins, Wilson and Dowler both 
acknowledged it was largely about ef-
ficient use of space. 

Yes, they’re already worried about 
running out of space for what they’d like 
to do. 

About half the vinyl inventory was 
purchased from Velouria Records in 
Visalia, which closed its doors during the 
pandemic and now operates online. 

The other half came from the collec-
tion of a New York Public Library curator. 

One item which is not for sale: The 
framed photograph of Theo Kogan hang-
ing by the door, which was taken in ‘94 at 
the Reading Festival in England. 

Kogan is the lead singer of the punk 
rock band the Lunachicks. 

Finally, we had to ask: Cactus and the 
Hawk. What’s the significance of the 
name? 

Wilson: “Inner beauty with a keen eye. 
That’s the subtext.” 

Check out the shop this weekend. It’ll 
be open from 11 a.m. ‘til 7 p.m. Friday 
through Sunday. 



see OHANAS, page 21

Verina McCullough 

By Crocetti
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OHANAS, YOUR EASTERN HAWAIIAN-SIERRAN FAMILY

Ohanas 395, the Hawaiian food 
truck based out of June Lake, 
has become a local favorite 

amongst food lovers, families and beer 
drinkers alike (as its right across the 
parking lot from the June Lake Brew-
ery). 

What is less known is the story be-
hind the truck - which is one of perse-
verance, philanthropy, and gratitude. 

Like many people in the Eastern 
Sierra, owner Verena McCullough’s 
roots began in Southern California. 
McCullough, who also goes by “Rena” 
or “Oma,” was born and raised in Vista, 
where she avidly played softball and 
basketball growing up.  

In her early twenties, she moved to 
the central coast of California, where 
she met her future husband, Bob. At 
age 20, she decided to pick up and 
move to Hawaii with him, which is 
where he was from.

“I fell in love with Hawaii instantly,” 
said McCullough. “The people, the 
energy; everybody was so humble and 
open and that was kind of my style.”

McCullough was also inspired by the 
Hawaiin cuisine, and would often in-
vite local friends to her house for meals 
and gatherings. 

Once she and her husband had their 
two daughters, they decided to move 
back to California to raise them. At-
tracted to the Lee Vining school system 
and having celebrated their honey-
moon at June Lake, the couple moved 
to the Eastern Sierra to settle down. 

Wanting to be connected to her com-
munity, McCullough started cooking 
for friends and family around town. 
When her daughters got older, she 
began to coach basketball and softball 
at Lee Vining High School, which she 
would do for the next 18 years. 

“As a kid, playing sports was defi-
nitely my savior. Later on, coaching be-
came my passion; I lived and breathed 
it, and my whole family did too,” said 
McCullough, whose daughters both 
went on to play softball competitively 
in college. 

Through her time coaching, Mc-

Cullough found that she was frequently 
cooking for and feeding her teams. 
During long road trips, she would pack 
her Coleman grill and crock pots to 
cook Hawaiian food for the players 
while they stayed in hotels. 

“I was making the kids basically what 
you see on the Ohanas menu now,” 
said McCullough. 

Once her daughters left for col-
lege, McCullough decided she wanted 
to make a pivot career-wise. Always 
wanting to open a restaurant one day, 
she began to look into the feasibility of 
doing so.

“We just couldn’t afford to make a 
restaurant happen at the time,” said 
McCullough. “The money per square 
foot anywhere in June Lake, Lee Vining, 
or Mammoth was way too much of a 
dream.”

But McCullough hatched an alterna-
tive plan.

“In 2013, when the food truck craze 
was just taking off, I realized that open-
ing one in the community was much 
more realistic than a restaurant. The 
Eastern Sierra could use a different eth-
nic food presence, and I really believed 
it would be successful. So I started 
doing research into the possibility,” she 
said. 

Through the kindness and gener-
osity of a man in Lee Vining whose 
granddaughters were coached by 
McCullough, she was able to borrow 
enough money to pay for a food truck. 
She and her husband set out for Santa 
Barbara on November 22, 2013 - less 
than a week before Thanksgiving - to 
retrieve the truck. 

“Once we finally got a truck we were 
like, okay this is great and exciting, but 
now what do we do? What are the next 
steps?” she said. 

She decided to do a test-run of the 
food truck for family and friends dur-
ing Thanksgiving 2013. Using the rest 
of the money she had to her name, 
McCullough bought ingredients for a 
Hawaiian food menu she created and 
served friends and family out of her 



Fern Creek will be a 

retreat-style property 

for us to provide a 

welcoming space for 

”

“

-Laura Beardsley  

DSES
continued from page 1

property as “a really great environment 
to conduct programs for veterans and 
active duty service members with dis-
abilities”, adding that the site presented 
additional opportunities for “some of 
our multi-day camp style programs 
for families or for integrated groups of 
athletes.” 

“Fern Creek will be a retreat style 
property for us to provide a welcom-
ing space for veterans, especially those 
who are participating in multi-day and 
longer term programs,” Beardsley said.

The property, she said, will be 
extensively remodeled and renovated 
to suit DSES’s vision for the site. “The 
oldest buildings on the property are 
from 1927, and as you can imagine 
they need a little 
update,” Beardsley 
added.

The existing cab-
ins and lodge space 
will be modernized 
through renovation, 
along with infra-
structure improve-
ments to improve 
accessibility. 

Fern Creek, 
Beardsley said, 
provides “access 
to all of the things 
that both June and 
Mammoth have to 
offer.” DSES’s winter 
programming will still be based out of 
offices at Mammoth Mountain.

DSES aims to enhance existing 
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its new National Wounded Warrior 
Center. 

“DSES and the Eastern Sierra have 
an amazing opportunity to help our 
wounded warriors learn, heal, and 
thrive.

Jim Coats served as a Sergeant in the 
USMC and everyone who knows him 
knows his deep pride in our veterans. 
Coincidentally, he always supported 
the DSES over the years, loving its mis-
sion for the wounded warriors. 

And Jim knows his Dad and Grand-
father would be so happy to know that 
the Lodge survives as a unique, dedi-
cated service for our wounded warriors 
and for their loved ones.  It is for him 
a great ending, and for his family, a 
sincere farewell,” said DSES Founding 
Director Kathy Copeland. 

DSES Laura Beardsley described the 

The Fern Creek Lodge store
military sports camps with the assets 
available through Fern Creek, provid-

ing an experience 
to highlight the 
“challenge and 
benefit of outdoor 
recreation with cur-
riculum specifically 
tailored towards 
personal skill 
and professional 
development.” The 
enhanced camps 
provide a “mix of 
outdoor active time 
with learning mod-
ules focused on all 
kinds of things that 
essential to really 
building thriving 

civilian lives,” Beardsley said.
She stressed that the project is still 

in early phases: after closing the sale, 

the next step is planning and executing 
the necessary renovations. Beardsley 
said that the DSES team wanted to get 
through the purchasing process and 
make sure it had gone smoothly before 
moving on to secondary steps. 

Beardsley was hopeful DSES would 
be able to get some programming up 
and running at Fern Creek by summer 
of 2022.

“Our initial goal is to make this a 
home base for military athletes and 
veterans pursuing adaptive recre-
ation…and personal goals in the 
Eastern Sierra,” Beardsley said of the 
NWCC, adding that while “The focus 
is building programs for veterans and 
service members…there could be value 
in having a place for people to gather 
in June Lake that we really haven’t had 
before.”

MAMMOTHHOLISTICS.COM | 760-663-7570
101 OLD MAMMOTH ROAD | MAMMOTH LAKES, CA 93546
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DRAKE 
continued from page 1

Retiring is when 

you die.

”

“

-Bob Drake

Casselman on 2022 elections, human migration

10  I   COVER STORY                                   www.thesheetnews.com           THE SHEET  I  Saturday, November 27, 2021 

1950s, spending two weeks at the cab-
ins during the summer. At the time, 
he said, US 395 turned into a dirt road 
just north of Independence. In order 
to get Mammoth, Drake said his fam-
ily would leave at 4 a.m. to avoid the 
heat. Halfway up the Sherwin grade, 
the radiator in the family car would 
boil over, signaling lunchtime until it 
had cooled off. If everything went well, 
they would make it to their cabin by 4 
or 5 p.m. 

After graduating high school Drake 
attended Pomona College for his 
undergraduate degree, starting out as 
a chemistry major before switching to 
geology. 

“I like to be outdoors,” Drake said, 
“and I decided geology was a nice 
blend of being outdoors and chemis-
try.”

Drake graduated in 1965, by which 
point, he said, “I was sick of school.” 
So he got a job working for the United 
States Geological Survey mapping oil 
shale on the northern slopes of Alaska 
for 8 weeks. 

After wrapping up in Alaska, “I had 
no plans,” he said. His grandfather 
started setting up interviews for gradu-
ate school, something Drake wasn’t 
completely sold on. 

“The Vietnam War was kind of cook-
ing [at that point],” Drake said, “So 
staying in school a good option.”

So Drake went back to school, com-
pleting a masters 
thesis at UC Riv-
erside in 1967 that 
focused on mea-
suring the gravity 
field through the 
Eisenhower Tunnel 
and over Loveland 
Pass in Colorado. 

After the thesis, 
Drake got married 
and moved to Swit-
zerland to start a 
Ph.D in geophysics 
at the University of 
Neuchatel. Drake 
learned French in order to attend (the 
university is French-speaking) and 
spent time putting 18,000 miles on 
a VW camper while driving all over 
Europe.

But home was calling, and Drake ap-
plied to graduate schools in California 
after a year in Switzerland, ultimately 
enrolling at Berkeley in the fall of 1968 
with the intention of working on the 
Franciscan Formation along the Cali-
fornia Coastal Ranges.

That plan never materialized in full: 

an advisor who was working in Chile 
asked him if he wanted to do his thesis 
there, and although “I didn’t know 
where it was on the map,” Drake said, 
he headed to South America in 1970 to 
work in southern Chile.

Drake hit a few snags in the south-
ern hemisphere: his advisor took 
a position in the administration at 

Berkeley and the 
rocks he was work-
ing with yielded 
little in the way of 
useful informa-
tion. A new advisor, 
Garniss Curtis, was 
a pioneer in potas-
sium argon dating 
techniques, and 
“personality-wise, 
he became my fa-
ther,” Drake said. 

A common taste 
in music bonded 
the two and when 

Curtis introduced Drake to his lab. “It 
turns out the the experience with my 
chemistry lab in the backyard … gave 
me exactly the skills I needed for the 
potassium argon lab”, Drake said. 

Now that he was able to put a date 
on the rocks he was working with in 
Chile, Drake made progress in his 
thesis that would “contribute to the 
fundamental understanding of the 
Andes [mountain range].”

When Curtis retired, Drake took 
over his lab, running the operation for 
16 years, and Curtis’s connections to 
research in eastern Africa on hominid 
fossils and skulls. Drake spent a total 
of four years working in east Africa, 
working with 1.5 to 2 million year old 
fossils. 

He eventually linked up with Mary 
Leakey, known for her fossil and 
hominid work at Olduvai Gorge; with 
Leakey, he worked on the the Laetoli 
Footprints site in Tanzania, a site that 
dates back nearly 3.7 million years and 
displays the earliest known examples 
of bipedalism in hominids.

Drake’s work in dating early human 
existence eventually took him to sites 
in Israel, Iran, and Jordan with the 
Institute of Human Origins. 

The development of dating technol-
ogy and the transition to computers 
spelled the beginning of the end. 
Drake, self-identified as a “hands-

on” worker, said that once the work 
became largely computerized, “the 
young guys were leaving me in the 
dust. I was feeling alienated, like I was 
no longer useful.” 

With the writing on the wall, Drake 
packed up shop and left Berkeley for 
Mammoth Lakes in 1992, where he 
“floundered around” until his brother 
happened to mention Wood-Mizers 
during a conversation. Drake, think-
ing milling might be a job he’d enjoy, 
looked into the machines.

Taking out a $20,000 loan from his 
mother, Drake bought a Wood-Mizer, 
and the geologist morphed into a 
woodworker. Drake said the time he 
spent building, designing, and work-
ing with his hands as a kid “was real 
natural to me … I just found my niche. 
It seemed like a natural thing to do 
and I’ve been doing it ever since.”

Examples of Drake’s work are visible 
around town: the reception counter at 
Sierra Nevada Resort, the main coun-
tertop at Stellar Brew, the tabletops at 
Puerto Vallarta (formerly Base Camp 
Cafe), the bar and tables at John’s 
Pizza and Gomez’s are all examples of 
his mill work, not to mention the 100+ 
houses in town that Drake has done 
the flooring work for. 

Drake works exclusively with local 
wood purchased from his Industrial 
Park neighbor, GC Forest Products 
and sells his products to local vendors. 
Larger pieces like mantles are sold 
to local companies unfinished while 
flooring/siding is sanded and finished 
by Drake but installed by other com-
panies. Custom pieces (i.e. tables) are 
Drake’s, start to finish. 

The pandemic proved to be an un-
expected boon for Drake. “It was one 
of my busiest [times],” he said, “People 
weren’t traveling and wanted to redo 
their interiors.”

While other businesses have their 
own mills, none are doing the custom 
work Drake does. He’s had help in 
the past on larger projects, but Drake 
Wood Milling is entirely a one-man 
show; there’s no apprentice or full-
time assistant cleaning or doing 
touch-up work. 

At 78 years old, Drake gives no indi-
cation of slowing down or hanging up 
his tools.

“I’ll be doing this as long as I can,” 
Drake said, adding with a chuckle, 
“Retiring is when you die.”



GLAZNER KICKS OFF 
WMRC LECTURE SERIES
By Crocetti

Dr. Allen Glazner  
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On July 4 and 5 of 2019, earthquakes 
of magnitude 6.4 and 7.1, respec-
tively, hit Ridgecrest, Calif. with a 

force powerful enough to shift the Earth 
14 feet to the right. 

The pair were the largest earthquakes 
to hit California in two decades. 

The earthquakes devastated the town 
of Ridgecrest as well as its neighbor 
Trona. China Lake Naval Weapons Cen-
ter suffered $5 billion dollars in damage. 

Although the quakes shocked local 
communities, for Dr. Allen Glazner, this 
occurrence was no big surprise: the loca-
tion of the earthquakes resides in a part 
of the country that is a hotbed for plate 
tectonic activity. 

On Tuesday November 16, the White 
Mountain Research Center held its first 
virtual lecture of the season featuring 
Glazner, Professor Emeritus of Geological 
Sciences at UNC Chapel Hill. His re-
search focuses on magnetism and plate 
tectonics of Western North America with 
special emphasis on the Sierra Nevada 
and Yosemite National Park. 

Glazner’s talk, stimulated by the recent 
Ridgecrest earthquakes, focused on how 
the interaction between tectonic plates 
in California caused these earthquakes to 
happen- and how this area is now more 
susceptible to earthquakes in the future. 

The incredible landscapes seen 
throughout the Sierra Nevada are gov-
erned by plate interactions between the 
North American and Pacific plates.

These two plates meet along the San 
Andreas fault, observed as a large gash in 
the land; the land to the west of this fault 
is the Pacific plate, and the land to its east 
is the North American plate. 

In recent history, the Pacific plate has 
shown to be sliding northwest along 
the San Andreas fault, causing the plate 
boundary to shift into the Owens Val-
ley area, east of the Sierra Nevada. This 
movement is a result of a plate boundary 
misfit all the way in Southern Califor-
nia, leading to Baja Mexico pushing up 
against Southern California. 

Glazner explained that, due to this 
pushing, Los Angeles is sliding northwest 
along the San Andreas fault at about an 
inch per year; given 20 million years or 
so, L.A. would find itself right up next to 
San Francisco. 

But aside from the famous San An-
dreas fault that connects the two massive 
tectonic plates, there is another, lesser-
known fault along the northern margins 
of the Mojave Desert: The Garlock Fault. 

This fault runs perpendicular to the 
San Andreas fault.

The opposing fault lines have created 
tension that will likely lead to a prolifera-
tion of earthquakes in the future, as the 
Pacific Plate keeps migrating northwest.

Glazner pointed towards both the 2019 
Ridgecrest earthquake and the 1872 Lone 
Pine earthquake as indications of this 
long, ongoing process. 

Based on the length of breakage and 
damage observed, the 1872 Lone Pine 
earthquake is estimated to have been at 
7.8 magnitude - roughly the same size as 

the infamous 1906 San Francisco earth-
quake. 

From Glazner’s recently published 
book, “Geology Underfoot in Death Val-
ley and Eastern California: Second Edi-
tion,” he writes: “the earthquake struck 
around 2:25 a.m. and leveled nearly every 
adobe brick stone building in the area. 23 
of Lone Pine’s 250-300 residents per-
ished. Camp Independence Army Post 
was closed after its adobe walls caved in. 
The quake caused rock avalanches in the 
Yosemite Valley 110 miles to the north-
west.” 

The San Francisco Chronicle noted in 
its March 26 edition that the residents of 
Sacramento “ran outside in their frilled 
nightshirts” upon feeling the Lone Pine 
quake. 

In a matter of 2-3 seconds, the earth-
quake shifted the ground 15 feet to the 
right and 6 feet upwards.

The fault scar from the 1872 Lone Pine 
earthquake can be found just a mile west 
of the town of Lone Pine, which, during 
his presentation, Glazner described as a 
“remarkable spot worth checking out.”

The mass grave of the earthquake vic-
tims is located just to the west side of 395, 
north of the town. 

In addition to the 1872 Lone Pine 
and 2019 Ridgecrest earthquakes, there 
have been a slew of other, much smaller 
quakes resulting from the San Andreas-
Garlock fault tension. These have collec-
tively put even more stress on the area. 

There is concern out there that because 
of the recent Ridgecrest earthquakes, 
the Garlock fault, which is supposedly ca-
pable of a 8.0 magnitude earthquake, will 
be more likely to slip sooner due to the 
release of the stress. 

“Every day we are one day closer to 
the next earthquake, although we do 
not know when that next earthquake is. 
There is concern that the next earthquake 
just moved up in time because of this 
earthquake. We will see,” said Glazner. 

Allen Glazner’s newest book, “Geology 
Underfoot in Death Valley and Eastern 
California: Second Edition” will be ready 
for purchase starting in January, 2022. 

The next WMRC lecture will also take 
place in January. For details, visit www.
wmrc.edu

GEOLOGY



By Paul Oster 
Are we staring at a market top? 

more OSTER, page 14

FURTHER CRAZY V. PEAK CRAZY
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Q: There is more and more talk 
about a real estate market top. 
Please let us know what you think 

in the fall of 2021? 

A: A few months ago Mammoth’s 
most prominent and long-time 
real estate player deemed this 

the “craziest market ever.” Most multi-
decade market participants like my-
self agreed. Webster’s Dictionary has 
three definitions for the word “crazy”; 
1) appearing absurdly out of place, 2) 
extremely enthusiastic, and 3) mentally 
deranged. The market may certainly be 
all three, but let’s take a look. 

There has been an extreme level of 
enthusiasm (definition 2) the past 18 
months. But now there is a bit of market 
stagnation because some buyers are waf-
fling simply based on lack of inventory 
and higher asking prices. It does appear 
to be more about the lack of quality 
inventory rather than pricing. But some 
pricing is also a problem. Craziness aside 
the real question boils down to whether 
the real estate market is near or at the top 
of a proverbial bubble. No one knows for 
sure. And the real inflation we are seeing 
is the bugaboo.

The true telltale is in watching the 
inventory numbers. My weekly read-
ers know this is where I place plenty of 
emphasis in analyzing the market. The 
inventory volume is important but so 
is the pricing trend. Are prices going 
up or down? Are there price reductions 
happening to make sales? Are buyers 
resisting new, higher levels of pricing on 
mediocre properties? And are all seg-
ments of the market reacting in sync or 
separately?       

One real estate mantra that has 
become popular is that “all markets 
are local.” Since the end of the original 
lockdowns some 18 months ago, this 
has been especially true. In Mammoth, 
inventory remains very low and there 
are sellers testing the market with high 
listing prices that many buyers are resist-
ing. They are simply saying NO. This isn’t 
true in all segments of the market (like 
Snowcreek), but in most. Will these over-
priced sellers reduce their prices or will 
they take their properties off the market 
(and get exorbitant rents for the winter?). 
That’s a bet prices will be even higher 
next summer.

At some point, a market top could be 
exposed when the inventory grows and 
the prices level out. The reveal will be 
if buyers jump back in, or not? Some 
buyers may be permanently scarred 
(scared?) by the newer and higher pric-
ing levels of the recent months (and 
maybe higher interest rates?). There are 
still plenty of sideline buyers watching 
the market and new ones become inter-
ested everyday. I see it on my website 
traffic. And don’t forget in the Mammoth 
market many of these potential buyers 
are also IKON passholders, so they have 
a reason to want be here (and own here). 
They want their “crashpad” or “cabin” no 
matter what size the property. This alone 

could keep the crazy, high level of enthu-
siasm up. Especially as it snows.

Back to the definitions of crazy. What 
about “appearing absurdly out of place.” 
Some may think so. But many markets 
in California are still very hot with low 
inventory and cash buyers bidding well 
over asking prices. True believers in 
the Mammoth market aren’t quite sure 

any of this is out of place. Just a couple 
of years ago (pre-pandemic) we were 
looking at market values that hadn’t 
rebounded to the peaks of the last cycle 
(2005-07). And compared to so many 
other mountain resort communities, 
Mammoth was still a bargain. Real-
ity is that Mammoth was mired in an 
undervalued state for almost decade. 

It was only a matter of time before the 
local market performed. The pandemic 
demographic was the spark.

The undervalued state has a crazy 
cousin. Replacement costs are now 
going through the roof. Lumber prices 
have settled down but are still signifi-
cantly higher. All sorts of other materials 





The Mammoth region 

is clearly a haven for 

people looking to escape 

this near-worldwide 

derangement. 
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market. The new commercial air service 
to Bishop is profound for guests, second 
homeowners and local residents of the 
region. We probably haven’t even begun 
to wrap out heads around how impactful 
this will be. This should create even more 
demand. And the growing populations 
of SoCal and southern Nevada simply 
broaden the consumer base (anybody 
notice how many Nevada license plates 
are now in Mammoth?). 

And there’s one more positive thing 
to mention because I just can’t help 
myself. Mammoth’s pseudo municipal 
bankruptcy of 10 years ago may have 

been a godsend. At 
the time there were 
Town cutbacks and 
layoffs to substanti-
ate the bankruptcy. 
Ultimately the Town 
was streamlined 
and curtailed from 
a growing into a 
bloated bureaucracy 
(it was heading that 
way). Most people 
don’t realize the 
Town of Mammoth 
Lakes is incredibly 
well-funded through 
a variety of local 
taxes. 

Today, the initial 
and ongoing expenditures of the new Ice 
Rink/Recreation Center may have the 
same effect. Especially once the addi-
tional monies are poured into the actual  
“completion” of the project. These final 
enhancements from scoreboards to 
parking lots will likely be completed just 
as the well-known and expensive ice rink 
maintenance cycle issues kick-in (2-5 
years). The new ice rink could become a 
financial liability equal to or greater than 
the Airport judgement. At least the com-
munity and guests will get something of 
value rather than more bureaucracy and 
pension fund obligations. It may be a 
silver lining.

So what could go wrong? Plenty. A re-
cession has to come along at some point. 
But the impact to the local market is 
unknown. It could result in more inven-
tory and some lower prices. This could 
rekindle demand. No one knows for sure. 
The Zillow iBuying snafu and the likely 
collapse of China’s Evergrande could be 
harbingers too. Or there could be a vol-
canic eruption and hot lava could always 
flow down Main St. (again).  

Mammoth and the entire region have 
a lot to be thankful for, even if it is crazi-
ness. Hopefully it all goes in the right 
direction. And for a lot of us long-time 
residents the craziness is just the norm.

Happy Thanksgiving!

Paul Oster is the Broker/Owner of 
RE/MAX of Mammoth (celebrating 30+ 
years). For other timely real estate infor-
mation you can go to www.MammothRe-
alEstateBlog.com. For legal, accounting, 
or construction advice, please seek out the 
appropriate professional.

The work-from-home influence on 
Mammoth real estate demand is real. 
There are permanent primary residence 
relocations happening as well as new 
(and old) second homeowners who 
have the ability to spend an increasing 
amount of time in the region because of 
their work-from-home schedules and ca-
pabilities. They are clearly pushing oth-
ers out of both ownership and long-term 
rental opportunities. And they often have 
higher incomes than most local residents 
in the region. This alone is accentuating 
the true “limited supply” of properties in 
the eastern Sierra.

Another driver is 
the interest in own-
ing STR (short term 
rental) properties. 
This only continues 
to grow. Today it 
helps many people 
to afford more ex-
pensive properties. 
Airbnb and VRBO 
just announced 
record quarters. 
And Mammoth has 
been “short” nightly 
rental beds for years. 
Recent data from 
the Town shows 
minimal net growth 
of STR properties 
in the past 18 months. And many STR 
owners are waking up to a “quality not 
quantity” rental/revenue strategy. This 
last summer proved it. Mammoth has a 
long history of giving away STR. This ap-
pears to be changing. The fiasco summer 
of 2020 may have been the catalyst. 

One other thing that makes the STRs 
even more viable is the lack of new 
hotel development. Higher construc-
tion and development costs will not 
help this already challenged segment of 
the market. And the pundits are begin-
ning to question whether the Aspen Ski 
Company will actually build the Lime-
light without better lift access from the 
Village into the Ski Area. The proposed 
hotel facility is fabulous but the “gondola 
to nowhere” is not a luxury experience. 
These guests want to be moved into the 
core of the mountain quickly and effort-
lessly. Schlepping over to Chair 16 from 
the Village Gondola is unacceptable. 
Hotel and condo hotel development has 
become very challenging. Condo STRs 
only benefit here in Mammoth.

The IKON Pass will continue to have 
its influence. It is bringing masses like 
Mammoth and other ski areas have 
never seen. It is great for business but 
does compromise the on-hill experi-
ence. It has created its own craziness. 
The Pass alone continues to drive people 
to mountain resort communities. Don’t 
expect this to change. And the Alterra 
conglomerate, like Vail Resorts, relieves 
the economic pressure on individual 
resorts. This model probably saved a few 
(or more) resorts from going bankrupt 
through this pandemic period. 

And of course there are other dynam-
ics at play that strengthen the regional 
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are climbing in cost and/or are becom-
ing more scarce. And demand for skilled 
labor is sky-high. The skilled labor short-
age is expected to persist for many years. 
Some believe this is all “transitory” but 
building new or replacing a property 
right now is challenging. And some buy-
ers are buying simply to hedge serious 
inflation (there’s that word again).

One of my current slogans for Mam-
moth real estate is “use it now and 
remodel it later.” It is a simple fact of life. 
This is not a good time to have an unrea-
sonable sense of urgency to get proj-
ects completed. Better to go skiing and 
snowboarding. And as I have pointed out 
over the decades, people who remodel 
quickly often make mistakes or miss op-
portunities. There is value in hanging out 
at the property before deciding how to 
remodel it. And today there is a some-
what opposite dilemma in the market — 
paying a premium price for an attractive-
ly remodeled and turnkey property only 
to discover the work wasn’t completed 
so well or so intelligently. People “chase 
shiny objects” in a market like this.

Ultimately most Mammoth properties 
were selling below replacement value for 
the past decade. Now with much higher 
values and much higher construction 

and remodeling costs, the properties 
may again be selling at or below replace-
ment value. If these construction and 
remodeling costs remain inflationary 
then the current market values could 
easily remain supported. Or beyond. But 
it comes back to demand.

 This leads us to the “mentally de-
ranged” part of crazy. In late 2021 almost 
everything on the planet could be de-
scribed this way. The Mammoth region 
is clearly a place people are looking to 
escape this near worldwide derange-
ment. Open space and Mother Nature 
have their appeal. Hence one of the 
reasons for the strong market of the past 
18 months. So what are the unique driv-
ers of the Mammoth real estate market at 
this time? 

The work-from-home trend is certainly 
one of them. When the Internet ar-
rived in Mammoth back in the 1990s we 
believed our community could become 
the setting for a “telecommuting” wave. 
It never really happened in the volume 
we expected. There were limitations. 
One was insufficient broadband for most 
users including the simple availability of 
service. Today it is hard to believe that 
someone couldn’t even get service in 
town, let alone good service. 

Don’t forget $5.00  Whiskey of  the Week

Coors and Select Shot Special $7.50
$1.50 off  Wells, Drafts, and Bottled Beers

Happy Hour 4 -7pm 

           
           

    
Check out our New Bavarian inspired 

food menu with everyday food specials 

during happy hour!  
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Creating 
Beautiful Smiles

Dr. Christopher J. Comfort 

Dr. Sabrina Cimerol

In Dr. Comfort’s office, your smile is our top priority. 
Our entire team is dedicated to providing you with the 

personalized, gentle care that you deserve.

170 Mountain Boulevard, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 • 760-934-3730
895 Santa Fe Dr. Encinitas CA 92024 • 760-454-7222

Dr. Sabrina Cimerol is 
the newest addition to Dr. 

Comfort’s dental team. She 
attended Temple University 

Kornberg School of Dentistry, 
and General Practice residency 

at Louisiana State University. 
Dr. Cimerol is beyond thrilled 
to care for patients in both our 

Encinitas and Mammoth offices. 

• General Dentistry
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Dental Implants
• Oral Surgery
• Orthodontics

• Dentures
• Conscious Sedation  

Dentistry
• Endodontics
• Botox

Our Services

Carrying on the 
dental legacy of three 
generations of the 
Conforto/Comfort 
Family, Dr. Comfort is 
highly trained,  attaining 
Accreditation from the 
American Academy of 
Cosmetic Dentistry, 
Fellow in the Academy 
of General Dentistry, 
and Fellow in the 
Academy of Facial 
Esthetics.

www.drccomfort.com

Over 40 Years Combined Experience

MAMMOTH SFR PRICE HISTORY

The Sheet spoke with Matthew Lehman of Matthew Lehman Real Estate about the local 
numbers. 14 condos and 15 single-family homes are currently on the market. Relatively 
speaking, that’s low inventory to historical norms. What’s interesting is that availability in 
both sectors is roughly even, while sales volume tends to trend at a 1:4 home sales to condo 
sales ratio, so you’d assume there’d be four times as many condos on the market at any one 
time ... Notably, said Lehman, there has been interest in raw land for development. The 
Oetiker Parcel next to and just north of the Wood Site is nearing contract, and the two 
southern corners at Main and Minaret are being brought to market shortly. Both four-acre 
parcels expect to be priced in the $7-8 million dollar range. 

ALL GRAPHS COURTESY MATTHEW LEHMAN 
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This column can be filed under the 
category of the young trying to teach 
new things to the old (Lunch).

Tech trends can be difficult to 
follow, especially when dealing 
with things that exist entirely 

online and/or the digital world. The 
latest tech trend to confound, and 
draw a huge crowd, isn’t software, pro-
gram updates, or gaming systems; it’s 
something known as a non-fungible 
token (NFT), a one-of-a-kind digital 
asset that can be bought, sold, traded, 
or displayed.

A short explana-
tion: by definition, 
something that is 
non-fungible is 
completely unique 
and not inter-
changeable with 
something similar 
to itself. So these 
tokens are a 1 of 1, 
the only one exactly 
like it. 

NFTs can come in 
the form of music, 
videos, photo-
graphs; most of 
the current hype is 
focused on digital 
art. Owning an NFT 
is akin to owning an 
original painting by 
an artist; only you can claim owner-
ship over that particular item.

NFTs exist on a blockchain. To put 
it simply, a blockchain is a shared 
database supported by a network of 
computers. Information is gathered 
into “blocks” that have a limited stor-
age capacity. When a block is filled, 
it is “closed” and added to the exist-
ing chain of blocks. The information 
gathered is secure, as when a block 
joins the existing chain, it becomes an 
irreversible record of the data stored 
within. No one can jump in and tinker 
with the chain. 

Using a network of computers keeps 
the information decentralized. Knock-
ing one computer out of the system 
would have zero impact on the in-
formation and blockchain networks 
comprise massive computer networks. 

Blockchains are best known for 
their use in cryptocurrency, serving 
as a secure ledger of sorts for any and 
all transactions on a particular block-
chain. Bitcoin is perhaps the most 
famous example of a cryptocurrency; 
NFTs exist mostly on the Ethereum 
cryptocurrency blockchain. 

Back to the subject at hand: NFTs 
signify ownership of a particular digital 
asset. They do not include the rights 
to that asset, as those reside with the 
creator unless sold or transferred. A 
collection of NFTs is similar to any 
art collection, except the collection in 
question exists online and represents 
no physical assets, purely digital ones.

Where it gets interesting: the NFT 

market has exploded in recent months, 
with NFTs selling for hundreds of 
thousands of dollars on any one of 
the many online NFT marketplaces 
(i.e Opensea, Rarible). The founder 
of Twitter sold an NFT of his very first 
tweet for just under $3 million and an 
artist by the name of Beeple sold one 
of his NFTs for $69 million via Chris-
tie’s auction house.

While one is arguably a piece of 
physical internet history and the 
other a large scale artwork consist-
ing of 5,000 original digital art pieces 
by a well-known artist, much more 

mundane NFTs are 
fetching astro-
nomical prices (or 
values) online.

Before the next 
step: NFT transac-
tions are conduct-
ed using crypto-
currency, often 
Ethereum. These 
days, one Ethe-
reum coin runs for 
around $4,000. Of-
ten, cryptocurrency 
isn’t backed by any 
real world currency 
or commodity. The 
value of a coin is 
somewhat akin to a 
stock: it fluctuates 
throughout the day, 

but a cryptocurrency isn’t a company 
and has no financial documentation 
demonstrating value or revenue. The 
price of an Ethereum coin then deter-
mines the existing supply of coins and 
demand for them, the cost it takes to 
“mine” more coins via the solving of 
complex math problems, competition, 
and regulations imposed by real-world 
entities (i.e. governments). 

As those variables change, so too 
does the value of a single coin. 

Back to NFTs. Take one of the most 
well-known existing NFT collections: 
the Bored Ape Yacht Club, with 10,000 
unique NFTs of apes. The founders of 
the collection pitch it as an exclusive 
club and community, with ownership 
of one of the ape NFTs serving as a 
membership card. At launch, each ape 
was available for about $200 in Ethe-
reum. These days, the bottom floor for 
one of these NFTs is around 52 Ethe-
reum, equal to about $209,000. Since 
launch, trading of these NFTs has 
pushed their value to near-inaccessi-
ble levels for the average consumer. 
Celebrities like Jimmy Fallon, Stephen 
Curry, Post Malone, and Shaquille 
O’Neal have all bought into the craze. 

This is where it gets absurd. The 
NFTs in question are created from 
more than 170 possible traits. Traits 
have rarity values assigned to them, 
making some apes more “rare” than 
others based off what traits are includ-
ed. Now it’s not like someone sat down 
and drew 10,000 apes; the creators 

A martyr is someone who suf-
fers persecution and death for 
advocating for or refusing to 

renounce a cause. 
Julia Bulette was born in 1832. Some 

say in London, others Natchez, Missis-
sippi. Dirt poor, she came into woman-
hood in New Orleans at a time when 
pirates, smugglers, and muggers ruled 
the streets. (No. There were no vam-
pires in town.)

She drifted on to San Francisco 
where she apprenticed in the world’s 
oldest profession. In the vernacular of 
the day, she became a “soiled dove.”

Julia had a sense for business. Min-
ing camps were notorious for (1) a lack 
of women, and (2) a surfeit of dollars 
in the pockets of lonely men. Know-
ing of the Comstock Lode and the 
Silver Rush it engendered, she lit out in 
1863 for the Nevada Territory and the 
booming burg of Virginia City. 

Julia soon owned and was the 
madam of the most famous bordello 
in the West. She became an honor-
ary member of the highly respected 
Virginia City Engine Company No. 1; 
no small feat for anyone, much less a 
madam. 

She took special care of the poverty-
stricken ladies who came after her, 
still called soiled doves. The term for 
the ladies who followed General Joe 
Hooker’s troops during the Civil War 
was not yet in vogue.

According to one historian, Julia 
was the stereotypical madam: “With 
a heart of gold, she raised money for 
orphans, bought slaves out of bond-
age, took food and coffee to firemen, 
nursed sick and injured miners, and 
pressured city fathers to build cleaner 
cabins for her less fortunate sisters in 
their squalid shacks.”

But at public places like Piper’s 
Opera House in Virginia City, she was 
shunned. There she and her sisters had 
to sit in a curtained-off area where they 
could not be seen. 

Julia resolutely soldiered on. She 
refused to hide away. She knew most 
people in town, and those who were 
not hiding themselves behind their 
imagined shields of respectability 
were happy to know her. She refused 
to renounce her cause and that of her 
sisters.

Alas, that refusal to renounce and 
leave the profession led to her demise. 
She told a friend with whom she was 
having tea on the night of January 20, 
1867, that she had an appointment 
with a man from San Francisco. She 
was never seen alive again.

The man beat and strangled her 
and stole some of her worldly goods. 
He was soon captured by outraged 
citizens, found guilty on trial, and sen-
tenced to death by hanging. His name 
was Jean Millain.

Julia was honored in the finest Vir-
ginia City tradition, including a parade 
featuring the Metropolitan Brass 
Band marching to a funeral dirge. 
The firemen took up a collection and 
purchased a silver-handled casket; the 

funeral was held in the engine com-
pany’s fire house.

She was not allowed by the elite 
of the citizenry to repose in the city 
cemetery. So the firemen found her a 
special spot, which is now likely more 
often visited than any grave in town.

Mark Twain, once a reporter for 
Virginia City’s Territorial Enterprise 
newspaper, had left the territory some 
four years earlier under pressing cir-
cumstances. The newly famous author 
returned to town on April 24, 1868, to 
give a lecture. It was the very day of the 
execution of Julia’s murderer.

Twain, who witnessed and described 
the execution, said Millain must 
have wanted to get it over with, for he 
“skipped gaily up the steps of the gal-
lows like a happy girl.” Twain waited 
nervously as the countdown to the 
hanging was slowed by pre-execution 
ceremonies. “My own suspense was 
almost unbearable—my blood was 
leaping through my veins and my 
thoughts were crowding and trampling 
on each other.”

Then came the main event:
“Down through the hole in the scaf-

fold the strap-bound figure shot like 
a dart!—a dreadful shiver started at 
the shoulders, violently convulsed the 
whole body all the way down and died 
away with a tense drawing of the toes 
downward, like a doubled fist—and it 
was all over.

“I saw it all. I took exact note of 
every detail, even to [his] helping to 
fix the leather strap that bound his 
legs together and his quiet removal 
of his slippers—and I never wish to 
see it again. I can see that stiff straight 
corpse hanging there yet, with its black 
pillow-cased head turned rigidly to 
one side and the purple streaks creep-
ing through the hands and driving the 
fleshy hue of life before them. Ugh!”

And thus did Julia’s killer meet his 
Maker. He entered eternity known to 
the citizenry as “the man who mar-
tyred a madam.”

A Nevada native, Jim Reed was 
a long-time Mammoth resident (as 
well as Lunch’s once-upon-a-time 
attorney). This story is adapted from 
his recent book—The Fatal Affair in 
Convict Canyon—a true tale of crime 
and punishment that is rich in Eastern 
Sierra history. The book is available at 
the Booky Joint, the Convict Lake store, 
and various other outlets and internet 
book sellers.

A MADAM BECOMES A MARTYR  
SAGEBRUSH TALES

By Jim Reed
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PROTECT YOURSELF

THIS WINTER!

AND OTHERS

GE T VACCINATE D AGAINST COVID-19 AND FLU

SCAN QR CODE

Mono County Public Health is providing COVID-19/Flu Clinics 
throughout the rest of the year. For details and a schedule, 
visit coronavirus.monocounty.ca.gov/pages/vaccinations.

We recognize the current state of COVID-19 
and the various mitigation strategies in place are 
confusing, and many of you have questions. Why 
do we wear masks? Why should I get a booster? 
What about natural immunity? 

Think of our bodies as an umbrella. It can 
withstand some rain. If the rain starts to increase 
or it begins to hail, the umbrella may not be able 
to support the added strain. It may be necessary 
to add an extra layer of protection such as a 
larger umbrella or a raincoat. As the wind arrives 
with large gusts and rain blowing sideways, the 

umbrella will most likely flip inside out. Our bodies 
are no longer protected from the elements.

COVID-19 is still very prevalent within are 
community, and other parts of the world have 
begun to experience another surge. Wearing 
a mask adds one layer of protection. Getting 
vaccinated provides another level. Every step 
we take to protect ourselves helps prevent 
hospitalization and death. The holiday season 
is a time to be with family and friends. Please 
consider what layers of protection you need to 
protect yourselves and your family.

As we head indoors this winter season, protect yourself, your family, friends, 
and neighbors against virus spread by vaccinating against COVID-19 and Flu. 

Mono County Public Health offers both the 
COVID-19 vaccine and Flu shot FREE of charge.

COVID-19 Vaccines are Safe and Effective
 COVID-19 vaccines are not experimental. They went through all the required stages of 

clinical trials. Extensive testing and monitoring have shown that these vaccines are safe 
and effective.

 COVID-19 vaccines have received and continue to undergo the most intensive safety 
monitoring in U.S. history.

 COVID-19 vaccines dramatically reduce the risk of serious illness, hospitalization, and 
death.

 Getting vaccinated yourself may also protect people around you, particularly people at 
increased risk for severe illness from COVID-19.

Benefits of Flu Vaccination
 Flu vaccination can keep you from getting sick with flu.
 Flu vaccination has been shown in several studies to reduce severity of illness in people 

who get vaccinated but still get sick.
 Flu vaccination can reduce the risk of flu-associated hospitalization.
 Flu vaccination is an important preventive tool for people with certain chronic health conditions.
 Flu vaccination helps protect pregnant people during and after pregnancy.

Weekly Update from Jen Burrows, Deputy Director of Covid Operations

designed the 170 traits and used what 
boils down to a randomizer to generate 
NFTs. And the end result isn’t all that 
impressive: many of the ape NFTs are 
mundane while some of these things 
are downright ugly.

Many of these creators emphasize the 
community aspect of these collections: 
owning one of these NFTs provides 
an instant connection to thousands of 
other people online, many of whom are 
intensely passionate about NFTs and 
building a strong collection.

Detractors of the trend present a 
number of arguments against the NFT 
boom, with many comparing it to a 
pyramid scheme in the way that people 
are convinced to purchase digital assets 
for tens of thousands of dollars with no 
guarantee that they will a) be able to sell 
their assets later, and b) no guarantee 
that an NFT will retain its value. Indeed, 
a number of NFTs purchased for astro-
nomical prices have seen subsequent 
offers that don’t even come close to the 
purchase price. 

This is where detractors strike again: 
digital art can be copied easily and 
extensively without any significant de-
terioration to the image. So why would 
anybody pay $50,000 for something that 
they could simply screenshot and view 
on their computer screen for free? If the 
only perk of paying the money is proof 
that you own the image, why pay the 
money if you’re in it for the art? Online 
clout is one argument, the public flexing 
of one’s wealth to lord over others. The 
money is another, as buying and selling 
at the right time can produce substan-
tial profits. 

This is not to mention the environ-
mental impacts of the trade. Cryptocur-
rencies and blockchains need computer 
power to survive. As blockchains grow 
longer and the problems being solved 
to generate cryptocurrency grow more 
complex, more and more computer 
power is required to complete these 
tasks. All that processing power can 
generate an immense amount of emis-
sions: one popularly-passed around fact 
is that the carbon footprint of Bitcoin 
mining has exceeded that of the entire 
country of Argentina. 

Art aside, one potential use for NFT 
technology lies in contracts, deeds, and 
titles. Making the deed to a car an NFT 
makes transferring that deed much 
easier. The verification needed already 
resides within the blockchain and can-
not be altered. In theory, ownership of 
real world assets could be transferred 
with the click of a button. 

Want to buy a house? Purchase an 
NFT of the deed from the current owner 
and now you have irrefutable evidence 
that you own that house. One issue to 
be resolved: fluctuating cryptocurrency 
prices could wreak havoc on a market, 
especially if the value skyrockets or 
crashes. Paying x number of cryptocur-
rency coins could mean that the final 
price changes before the transaction is 
complete.

So should you hop into the market? If 
you see something you like and are will-
ing to pay the price associated with it 
,it’s yours, just like any other piece of art 
or real world asset. If you’re not worried 
about the value, all the better.



INFUSING THE OLD WITH THE NEW
By June Simpkins 
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Dining in Mammoth Lakes has 
changed over the last few years, 
and with Nevados and Slocums 

closing, fine dining options have nar-
rowed. 

Last week, my husband Kelly and I 
went on a date. Yeah, we’ve been married 
for 25 years, but we don’t go on a lot of 
dates so we wanted to make it something 
special. 

We chose Lakefront Restaurant at the 
Tamarack Lodge, the oldest continu-
ously operated lodge in Mammoth Lakes 
(1924). The fireplace alone is worth the 
trip. We have a drink before dinner in the 
lobby; they have a cozy bar with specialty 
drinks (and this weekend they’ll have Joe 
Gray on the piano for three nights). I or-
dered the Alpenglow with fresh-squeezed 
ruby-red grapefruit. 

Soon we are seated next to the window 
overlooking Twin Lakes at sunset. The 
wine list is exceptional, Josh Hernandez, 
General Manager of Lakefront is very 
close to completing his training to be a 
Sommelier; his knowledge shows in the 
selection and pricing available. We de-
cide on a Joseph Phelps Pinot Noir, as it 
will complement both our menu choices. 
We start with a creamy mushroom soup, 
and the chicory salad for Kelly. As soon 
as the dishes arrived, I knew we were in 

for something special. You could see the 
care taken with the plating, and the soup 
... WOW. This is coming from a self-pro-
fessed food snob and pescatarian. 

The main course arrives, Do I eat it or 
just stare at the beautiful plate before 
me? The vegetarian wild mushroom can-
nelloni with truffled ricotta and brussel 
sprouts is the best cannelloni I have ever 
had. I glance over at Kelly. His short ribs, 
sweet and tender are being consumed in 
between smiles. Do we dare have room 
for dessert? Of course! Chocolate Crème 
Brulee. We share it. The perfect crunch 
and smooth chocolate. 

My hat is off to the chef, Miles Henley, 

a native of Buffalo, New York and a fairly 
new member of the community by way 
of The Ahwahnee Dining Room, at the 
Ahwahnee Hotel in Yosemite, then at The 
Westin here in Mammoth. 

We end our evening with a stroll by 
the lake, remembering all those years 
ago, our nuptials at the chapel across the 
bridge. Yes, Tamarack is a very special 
place, and it boasts a very special dining 
experience. 

We will be back soon for jazz music on 
the weekends, and of course, the fire-
place. Lakefront Restaurant is located at 
the top of Lake Mary Road. Reservations 
are highly recommended. Enjoy.

Lakefront Chef Miles Henley (left) and Tamarack G.M. Josh Hernandez 



Help Wanted

                   NO CLASS-IFIEDS

Sierra Employment Services, Inc.
is hiring for the following positions:

Remodel Tradesman – ML $20-$35 
DOE

Journeyman Plumber - ML  Up to $60 
DOE (side work, extra holiday $$$)
 Accountant I/II – Bridgeport $28-$34

 LVN – B $24-$28
 Full Charge Bookkeeper - ML $26

 Snow Shovelers - ML  $22-$25
 General Laborers – B&ML $18-$24

 Medical Assistant – B $17-$23
 Recruiter - ML $17-$21

 Admin. Assistant – ML $18-$20
Housekeeper - ML $18-$20

 Clerical Receptionist – ML $15.75-
$16.25

Janitorial Services – B $16.50-$17
AR/AP Clerk - ML $18-$22

Call Us Today
760-924-0523 or 760-873-8599
www.SierraEmployment.com

Mammoth Hospital is NOW HIRING! We 
currently have 30 openings!

We have an immediate need for the fol-
lowing positions:

·Patient Care Assistant (EMT or CNA)
·Dental Patient Access Representative
·Pharmacy Tech
-Registered Nurse
To view more open positions and apply, 

please visit our website at https://mam-
moth-hospital.breezy.hr/

 

    Mammoth Chevron Seeking experienced 
cashier/customer service associate.  Must 
be honest, personable and enjoy making 
customers smile! Day and evening shifts 
available. 
    $17.50+ per hour starting pay & vacation 
benefits for qualified individuals.
Apply in person or call 760-934-8111.
    Sweetwater Plumbing Inc. Hiring for 2 
full time positions. Journeyman Plumber 
and Plumbers Apprentice. Job is located 
in Mammoth Lakes. Call 760-914-1266 for 
details.
    Shilo Inn is accepting applications for

:*Full time housekeepers 
 *Full time Maintenance Worker
 *Front desk/night auditor

Please call Donna or JC at 760-965-0544  
Housekeeper Mammoth Mountain 

Chalets is looking for our next housekeeping 
team member. Full time. Duties include dust-
ing, cleaning, scrubbing, sweeping, mopping, 
vacuuming, disinfecting, Etc. Ensure the 
work and cleaning schedules are followed. To 
apply: reservations@mmchalets.com or call 
760-934-8518

Front Desk Agent responsible for provid-
ing attentive, courteous and efficient service 
to all guests during taking reservations and 
during their stay. Coordinating with mainte-
nance and housekeeping for Chalet readi-
ness. To apply, email reservations@mmcha-
lets.com or call 760-934-8518
   Full Time Manager/ NORCO Mini Mart 
Gas Station. Monday-Friday, stop by to 
inquire.3670 Main St. 

Old New York Deli and Bagel Co. in the 
Village at Mammoth is now hiring a baker. 
FT/PT. Great pay, great tips, great team. Ap-
ply in person. 760.934.3354 

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

    Fast-growing vacation rental manage-
ment company in Mammoth Lakes seeks 
local (must be in Mammoth) MAINTE-
NANCE /FIELD TECHS.
Both part-time and full-time positions are 
available. Starting pay is $19/hr. Company 
provided phone/computer/vehicles as 
necessary.
Medical/dental/vision benefits are available 
for all full-time positions once the qualifi-
cations are met. The company pays 50% of 
the medical premium for employees, with 
additional benefits coming soon!
All applicants must have a valid driver’s 
license, clean DMV record, great attention to 
detail, and must be reliable. Applicants for 
maintenance positions need to be able to lift 
/carry at least 50lbs.
**Must have access to housing in Mammoth 
Lakes to be considered for this opportu-
nity!**
If interested, please submit your resume to 
us at https://fivestarlodging.com/five_star_
lodging_employment_application/ ASAP!
    Mammoth Five Star Lodging es una com-
pañia que esta creciendo rapidamente 
en Mammoth Lakes Ca. Nuestro equipo 
de trabajo se esta expandiendo y estamos 
ocupando una persona para quitar linea 
sucia y llevar limpia a los condominios, la 
paga es por hora la compañía te presta carro 
para trabajar ademas ofrecemos aseguranza 
medica, dental, vision, entre otros beneficios 
interesados comunicarse al 760-718-9741
Job Type: Tiempo completo. Paga: $16-18/hr

WEDDING AND EVENT PLANNING 
SPECIALIST The DOUBLE EAGLE RE-
SORT and SPA, June Lake CA- An exciting 
opportunity for a motivated, organized, 
professional who enjoys working with a wide 
range of guests and companies in planning 
and executing events on property. Attention 
to details, working with contracts and having 
the ability to be a team leader in an outdoor 
environment with the focus on meeting and 
exceeding client expectations is essential.

Benefits include: Health Club member-
ship, Health insurance, Employee discounts 
(spa and restaurant), Flexible schedule, Paid 
time off and more…A great place to work!w

Email jobs@doubleeagle.com or cell: 805-
896-5458 

Reservations Desk Clerk immediate 
opening at the Double Eagle Resort and 
Spa in June Lake CA (20 min from mam-
moth).  Must have excellent customer 
service and computer skills.  Full or part 
time, health benefits, fitness membership 
and PTO.  Great place to work! Email jobs@
doubleeagle.com

Creekside Spa and Fitness Desk at the 
Double Eagle Resort and Spa, immediate 
opening for enthusiast team member.  Help 
in creating a wonderful experience for our 
spa and fitness center guests.  Customer 
service, computer, cleaning, food service.  
Full or part time, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work!  
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com

Restaurant Assistant Manager (front of 
the house), for Eagles Landing at the pop-
ular Double Eagle Resort and Spa in June 
Lake CA.  Work with Chef David ensuring 
our customers experience the best in cuisine 
and service.  Experience in restaurant ser-
vice and employee management essential.  
Full and part time available, health benefits, 
fitness membership and PTO.  Email jobs@
doubleeagle.com

Restaurant Server for Eagles Landing 
Restaurant at the popular Double Eagle 
Resort and Spa in June Lake CA.  Experience 
in restaurant service, computers and work-
ing as team member are essential.  Full and 
part time available, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work. 
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com

     Alpenhof Lodge  is accepting applica-
tions for maintenance, housekeeping, front 
desk and night audit positions. We are look-
ing for full and/or part time team members 
to fill year round and seasonal positions. 
Applicants must be able to work weekends 
and holi days. Please apply in person at 6080 
Minaret Rd, Mammoth

     Housekeepers Wanted in Mammoth 
Lakes! Flexible hours, $23/hour from + 
Drive time paid & mileage reimbursement, 
between cleans. Maintenance Assistant  @ 
$20.00 per  free health benefits depending 
on hours worked, sick time and PTO! To ap-
ply please go to www.vacasa.com/careers! 
    

   Mammoth Gear Exchange in Bishop and 
Alpine Approach in Mammoth seek team 
members. ay dependent on experience. 
Mammoth Mountaineering Supply and Al-
pine Approach Ski pass included. Sales help 
wanted. Jobs@Mammothgear.com Inquiries/
resumes to: dave@mammothgear.com

   Breakfast Club is Hiring waitstaff, host, 
bus person Apply in person 2987 Main Street 

Substitute letter carrier for Postal Con-
tract Delivery Service Contractor.
3 days / week Excellent memory required!
Must pass FBI investigation: Drug screen
Driving record Fingerprints
Call Mike 760-914-1463 
    Account Manager Needed. Full Time 
Position. Duties Include Accounts Payable & 
Receivable, as well as General Office Duties.  
Competitive pay. Please email your resume 
to info@butnerhoaservices.com

FOR MORE CLASSIFIEDS  SEE PAGE 22
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   Work and play in Mammoth
$1,000 Sign on Bonus for New Hires! - 
Hurry!  Paid training starts soon!

Eastern Sierra Transit Authority is seeking 
responsible and energetic drivers for the 
Winter Season in Mammoth  

ESTA provides paid training for all bus 
types resulting in a Commercial License, 
Passenger Endorsement and Airbrake 
Certification.  Background check, pre-
employment and random drug screening is 
required as well as the ability to obtain and 
maintain a DMV Medical Examination Cer-
tificate. A good driving record is required. 
Bilingual applicants are encouraged to apply 
but not mandatory.

• Paid Training
• Up to $1,000 Sign on bonus for new hires
• Commuter Assistance from the Bishop 

area
• Full and Part Time shifts Available
• Starting Pay for Licensed Mammoth 

Drivers is $16.40 per hour plus $1.35 per 
hour Mammoth Premium.  

To apply, submit a completed Application, 
along with a copy of your driving record.  
(K-4) which can be obtained from the DMV 
to our office in  Mammoth at 210 Commerce 
Drive, or in Bishop at 703B Airport Road (at 
the Eastern Sierra Regional Airport terminal 
building). Applications can be obtained at 
estransit.com/jobs or stop by the local office. 
Call 760.872.1901 ext. 11 for more informa-
tion. ESTA is an equal opportunity employer.

Surefoot Mammoth is hiring for the 
upcoming winter season. “Passionate about 
skiing, want a great career? Surefoot, the Ski 
Boot Specialists in Mammoth Lakes is cur-
rently hiring ski boot fitters. We are looking 
for enthusiastic skiers who want to work 
hard and ski hard. Surefoot ski boot shops 
are recognized as offering one of the highest 
compensation levels in ski resorts around 
the world. We are the world’s number one 
ski boot shop with 24 stores located in all 
the best ski areas throughout North America 
and Europe. The potential for advancement 
exists for employees that succeed. It’s more 
than a job in the ski industry, it’s a career. 
Season pass provided with employment. 
Email resume to Mammoth@Surefoot.com 
or stop by the shop to fill out an application.     

Mammoth Verizon is accepting applica-
tions for a full time Sales Associate posi-
tion. Wage + Commission + Bonus + paid 
vacation. Typical earnings of $18-$25 per 
hour. No experience is necessary, bilingual 
English/ Spanish is a plus. Please apply in 
person at 126 Old Mammoth Rd, Suite 109, 
Mammoth Lakes

Giovannis now hiring. Kitchen and front 
of house. Unique opportunity to join the 
best team in Mammoth. Apply online at 
indeed.com. 

MAWS Transportation is hiring Cus-
tomer Service Agents. 

Develop your professional skills with 
high-end clientele. Start at $22/hour, with 
competitive benefits including 401k match 
and accrued leave. Our agents are the first 
line of communication in managing clients’ 
expectations. Call (760)709-2927/visit www.
mawshuttle.com to apply.

MAWS Transportation is hiring a Dis-
patch/Operations Assistant Manager.  

Develop your professional skills alongside 
knowledgeable personnel. Starting salary 
is $55k, with competitive benefits includ-
ing 401k match and accrued leave. Must 
understand logistics and maintain a high 
level of detail. Call (760)709-2927/visit www.
mawshuttle.com to apply.

MAWS is hiring drivers. 
See beautiful California from the driver’s 

seat with a flexible schedule. CDL drivers 
start at $22.50/hr, Non-CDL $17.50/hr plus 
tips. Signing bonus, 401k match, cell phone 
stipend, wellness bonus and end of season 
bonus. Call (760)709-2927/visit www.maw-
shuttle.com to apply.

Obsidian Private Residence: Front desk, 
Part Time Positions: 

Seeking a responsible, outgoing Reserva-
tion & office administration employee!

Work independently to manage the front 
desk responsibilities. •Demonstrate excel-
lent written and oral communication skills 
•Possess extremely strong organizational 
skills with the ability to focus

Obsidian Private Residence: Mainte-
nance Full Time Position: 

Seeking a responsible, outgoing mainte-
nance employee!

Work independently or part of a team 
to maintain property and homes. Must 
have experience in all aspects of building 
maintenance and repairs •Possess extremely 
strong organizational skills with the ability 
to focus. Starting pay depends on experience 
or qualifications

Contact : 760 934 5490 or email joe@ob-
sidianprc.com to request an interview

ASCENT - Now hiring retail sales agents. 
Ready to hire quality team members. Please 
email resume to info@ascentmammoth.com



Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers
A SLOGAN WE CAN ALL AGREE ON:

LET’S GO BRANDY!

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC TOWN STUFF

m a m m o t h

GEAR
EXCHANGE

106 S. Main St., Bishop (760) 873-4300

Happy Hour/
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill. 
Pursuit of Happiness Hour Daily 
3-6 p.m.  and extended Pursuit of 
Happiness hour 3-8 p.m. 
More info: See ad p. 27.
Austria Hof Happy Hour 
4-6:30 p.m. Sun-Thurs/4-6 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday. 
Bevi Bene has 20% off wines by the 
glass Wednesday-Saturday 5-6 pm.
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour every 
day from 4-7 p.m and during football 
games. Monday happy hour all day. 
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour: 4-7 
p.m. daily. $6 dollar menu items, drink 
specials. More info: see ad p. 8
Petra’s happy hour until 6 p.m. 
Signature cocktails, special menu.  
Roberto’s  Happy Hour: 2-5 p.m. daily. 
Side Door Café & Wine Bar. Happy 
Hour: 3-6 p.m. daily. 20+ wines by the 
glass.
The Mogul happy hour 5:30-6:30 p.m. in 
the bar with food and drink specials. 
53 Kitchen & Cocktails happy hour 
weekdays: 3-5 p.m, weekends: 4-5 p.m.
Lakanuki happy hour 3-6 p.m. daily. 
Mammoth Tavern Happy hour 4-5:30 
p.m. Half off draft beer, well drinks and 
wine. App specials
Distant Brewing happy hour 3-5 p.m, 
Monday-Thursday
Loco Frijole happy hour 3-6 p.m daily.
Black Velvet Coffee Wine Tastings 
every Friday and Saturday @ 4 p.m. 
Wanaaha Casino happy hour 4-6 p.m. 
daily See ad p. 11

Thanksgiving/
Had enough of the family? Or just a 
select member of the family? Duck into 
the Clocktower Cellar for an evening 
drink. 
Thanksgiving Dinner and Football at 
Liberty in Mammoth. Doors open 9:30. 
See ad p. 27. 

November 25-27/
The great Joe Gray is back at 
Tamarack! Enjoy a hot chocolate or a 
toddy and catch Pianist/Entertainer Joe 
Gray in the lobby at Tamarack Lodge 
on the 25th (2:30-9), 26th (5:30-8:30) or 
27th (5:30-8:30). 

Sunday, November 28/
Game on! Check out the NFL games at 
Liberty, Outlaw Saloo, Clocktower Cellar 
or at the Wanaaha Casino in Bishop. 

Monday, November 29/
Bowling ‘n Beats @ Mammoth Rock ‘n 
Bowl. Time: 9 p.m. All ages, but bar 21+.

Tuesday,November 30/
Trivia at Mammoth Brewing Co.  Time 
7-8:45 p.m. 
Karaoke at the Public House in 
Mammoth. 9 p.m.-close.

Friday, November 26/
Holiday Tree Lighting  @ The 
Mammoth Village from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Join Woolly and Santa for photos, kids 
activities and live music outdoors before 
the magical first lighting of The Village 
holiday tree. Free fun for the whole 
family. 
Mammoth Ice Rink Opening Night  @ 
416 Sierra Park Rd from 7-10 p.m. Free 
admission and skate rentals following 
the Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony. 

November 27-28/
Cardinal Village Tree Sale & Christmas 
Fun  @ The Cardinal Village Resort in 
Bishop from 10-3. Buy Christmas trees, 
sit with Santa, sing Christmas carols, 
and shop at the Gingerbread cafe. Free 
ice skating and sledding. Santa will be 
present from 11-3. 

Wednesday, December 1/
Mammoth Lakes Tourism Board 
meets. Time: 1 p.m. Location: Via Zoom. 
Info: www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.
Mammoth Lakes Town Council 
meets. Time: 4 p.m. Location: Suite 
Z, Minaret Mall or via Zoom @ www.
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 
Wednesday, December 1 / 5:30 PM
Mammoth Library’s Makerspace 
drop-in sewing machine time every 
Wednesday from 2:30-4:30 p.m. Prior 
sewing experience req’d. Open to adults 
18 & over. If the drop-in time doesn’t 
work, please email librarymakerspace@
monocoe.org to arrange another time. 

December 1-2/
Mono Arts Council Art & Wine class: 
Mirror Mosaics with Kristen Schipke.
Ms. Schipke will be leading this very 
special two-day class designing, tiling, 
and grouting your very own Mirror 
Mosaic! Time: 5:30-8:30 p.m. each night. 
Class price: $145. Info/register @ www.
monoarts.org. 

Thursday, December 2/
Owens Valley Radio Observatory 
Astronomy Lecture Series:  Historians 
of the Early Universe. Featuring Ruby 
Byrne. FREE. Time: 6-7 p.m. Location: 
Bishop Union High School Theater. 301 
N Fowler St, in Bishop. 

Friday, December 3/
Mammoth Lakes Repertory 
Theatre presents a virtual film of 
Brian Stanton’s one-man show @
ghostkingdom followed by a Q & A 
with writer/actor Stanton. Time: 7 p.m. 
Register @ MammothLakesRep.org for 
tix. More info: See ad p. ***
Eastern Sierra Council of Governments 
Joint Powers Authority (JPA) meets. 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 

December 3-4/
Eastern Sierra Avalanche Center 
season kickoff event. Drive-in movie/
tailgate event on the 3rd at the Tri-
County Fairground9s and Avy awareness 
workshops on the 4th. Tix/info/register: 
www.esavalanche.org. 

Saturday, December 4/
Christmas Tree Auction and Luncheon 
@ Bishop Elks Lodge, 151 East Line 
Street in Bishop. Time: 12-2 p.m. 
Enjoy lunch and bid on unique, fully 
decorated Christmas Trees.
Cost: $10. 
City of Bishop Lighted Christmas 
Parade and Tree Lighting Ceremony. 
Time: 4:30-6 p.m. The parade begins 
at High Country Lumber and heads 
north on Main Street, ending at Bishop 
City Park for the official tree lighting 
ceremony at 5:30 p.m.

Sunday, December 5/
Free Knitting Circle hosted by 
Mammoth Lakes Library. Time: 4-6 p.m.
Ikon passholder “Early-Ups” day @ 
MMSA. Time: 7:30 a.m. 

Four Seasons Maintenance
Since 1975

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Mike DeMotto 

(760) 914-1463

LYNCH
H O S P I T A L I T Y

Full-service Hosting w/Housekeeping and 
Nightly Rental Support Services

(760)709-2757• lynchospinquiry@gmail.com
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Ongoing/
Mono County Covid Testing Dates: 
MON : Bridgeport Memorial Hall  11am 
- 7pm 
TUES: Sierra Star Golf Course: 11a.m. - 
7p.m.
Lee Vining Community Center: 10:30 
a.m. - 11:30a.m. 
WED: Sierra Star Golf Course: 11a.m. - 
7p.m.
Walker Community Center: 11 a.m. - 
12:30 p.m. 
June Lake Community Center: 2:30pm - 
3:30 p.m.
FRI & SAT: Sierra Star Golf Course: 
11a.m. - 7p.m.
Inyo County Covid Testing options:
Monday and Thursday 8 a.m. 'til 4 p.m. 
at the Tri-County Fairgrounds. 
Tuesday and Friday, 8 a.m 'til 5 p.m. at 
Statham Hall in Lone Pine. 

Open Studio at Mono Arts Council's 
(MAC) Community Arts Center. 
Thursday to Monday every week, 11 am 
- 5 pm. Walk into the MAC Gallery and 
sit down at our big craft tables. Bring 
your own supplies and get creative. No 
need to call ahead - just show up and 
get artsy in the studio!

Upcoming/
Dec. 5: Free Knitting Circle hosted by 
Mammoth Lakes Library. Time: 4-6 p.m.
Ikon passholder “Early-Ups” day @ 
MMSA. Time: 7:30 a.m. 
Dec. 9: Caltrans job fair from 4-7 p.m. 
at the Caltrans District office in Bishop. 
Dec. 10: Ugly Sweater contest at 
Wanahaa Casino! $200 to the winner!
Dec. 14: Open mic at C5 Studios in 
Bishop. 7-9 p.m. 

OHANAS
continued from page 8

GRAY PLAYS TAMARACK

The inimitable Joe Gray is back tickling the ivories at Tamarack Lodge this winter season. 
So leave your worries on your doorstep, and just direct your feet, to the sunny side of Gray 
Street. As Joe is wont to say, "It's about helping people feel the love." This week he'll be play-
ing 2:30-9 p.m. on Thursday and 5:30-8:30 p.m. on Friday and Saturday. *Hint: Ask him to 
play the new Joni Mitchell cover he's worked out. 

truck, which she parked in her drive-
way. 

“They were all impressed,” she said. 
“They were like, ‘this is soul food’. And 
that’s exactly what I wanted. I wanted 
the food to be an expression of my 
heart. I wanted people to feel loved 
while eating it,” said McCullough. 

From there, the Ohanas 395 business 
had a rocky first year staying afloat. 
Operating twice a week out of Lee Vin-
ing and once a week out of Bridgeport, 
they were losing money in order to 
operate. 

The following summer and spring 
of 2014, Ohanas traveled all around 
California and Nevada to serve food 
at random festivals, from hot air bal-

loon festivals to potato festivals. They 
kept borrowing money from the bank, 
maxed out their credit cards, and at 
one point, McCullough’s husband even 
went to work in Alaska just to keep the 
business alive.

When asked how she was able to 
find the tenacity to keep the busi-
ness going, McCullough explained, “I 
just believed. I just kept thinking that 
we could do this. We just had to get 
through all of this hardship first and 
then we would get there.” 

And once the owners of June Lake 
Brewing, Sarah and Justin Walsh, ap-
proached McCullough and offered her 
the opportunity to park her food truck 
in their lot during the winter of 2015, 

everything changed.
“It became such a success almost 

instantly. It completely blew my mind. 
People would be rushing off the moun-
tain in order to get a poke bowl or a 
burrito and have a beer. Things started 
turning the other direction for us,” she 
said. 

For their first year at June Lake 
Brewing, McCullough and one other 
employee, along with help from vol-
unteers, worked tirelessly to serve food 
to their customers. By the next winter, 
Ohanas was able to 
afford to hire more 
employees. 

As the years pro-
gressed, their busi-
ness grew rapidly to 
a point where they 
needed to expand 
their staff and work 
space. Ohanas 
purchased a newer, 
larger food truck 
in 2019. This left 
McCullough with 
having to decide 
what to do with the 
old truck.

“I had people 
all over the com-
munity ask if they 
could buy the truck 
off of me. I refused. I wanted it to go 
to an entity that was non-profit, and 
stemming back to my coaching days, I 
wanted it to be about kids,” she said.

She ended up donating the food 
truck to the Mammoth Lakes Lions 
Club to be used to raise scholarship 
money for students of the Eastern Si-
erra- including those in June Lake and 
Lee Vining as well as Mammoth.

“In my years of coaching, I saw so 
many kids without parents who had 
gone to college, so they didn’t have 
that dream in their life. It wasn’t an 
everyday conversation for them; they 
needed teachers and coaches to bring 
those opportunities to their attention. 
And I figured, how can we show these 
kids that we believe in them besides 
just telling them? One way is putting 
some money in the bank for them, 
which can make a huge difference to a 
kid who doesn’t quite see that reality 
yet,” she said. 

Knowing that the original food truck 
was going on to help children in her 
community touched McCullough 

greatly. 
“After we donated it, I went home 

and cried. Here was this little dream 
I had about a food truck, and I put so 
much energy and love into this food 
truck, and now it’s going to help kids. 
I couldn’t ask for a better home for it,” 
she said. 

The next chapter for Ohanas 395 
will come during the summer of 2022, 
when it plans to go fully plant-based. 

“I had an epiphany while swimming 
in Gull Lake after a long work day that 

we were processing 
a ton of animals, 
and I realized that 
my soul and heart 
were breaking. I 
feel that we have 
to do this, and that 
the world is ready,” 
said McCullough. 

Most of the 
Ohana’s menu is 
already vegan. 
Although they 
will eventually say 
goodbye to their 
beloved pork and 
chicken, Mc-
Cullough plans 
to replace these 
dishes with plant-
based options that 

taste just as good. 
“We aren’t going to lose our funk - 

we’re still going to have crazy sauces 
and fun fried things that pair great 
with beer. And if you really want to eat 
meat, there are still a ton of choices 
abounding in June Lake for that,” she 
said. 

McCullough anticipates that cus-
tomers will be a bit nervous about 
the transition. She hopes to ease their 
anxiety by serving them incredible 
tasting dishes that feel like a hug to 
their soul. 

“I know we are going to get some 
pushback and that people are going to 
be uncomfortable with this. I am not 
telling anybody else to go vegan. I am 
not telling anyone how to live their life. 
This is just a personal choice,” she said. 

The food truck plans to still offer fish 
for about another year after it goes 
plant-based. 

Ohanas 395 is open every Thursday-
Sunday from 12-5 p.m. next to June 
Lake Brewing. 

I just believed ... We 

just had to get through 

all of this hardship first 

and then we would get 

there.

”

“

-Verina McCullough  



         PUBLIC   NOTICES 
Notice of Ordinance 

TS #2021-0189

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Maura’s Mineral Treasures

RDE Engineering, Inc.
P.O Box 2788, 2 Hidden Lake Circle
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a Limited 
Liability Co.The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name listed herein in November 2020. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on October 6, 2021     
File Number 21-091
2021-0179 (11/6, 11/13, 11/20, 11/27)
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OWENS VALLEY 
GROUNDWATER 
AUTHORITY 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that, pursuant to California 
Water Code section 10728.4, 
the Owens Valley Groundwa-
ter Authority (Authority) will 
hold a Public hearing to con-
sider adoption of the Owens 
Valley Groundwater Authority 
Groundwater Sustainability 
Plan (GSP) via Zoom on Decem-
ber 9, 2021, or as soon thereafter 
as the matter may be heard. 

All interested persons are in-
vited to attend the above de-
scribed public hearing. The 
Authority Board of Directors will 
receive and consider oral and 
written comments during the 
public hearing before making a 
decision regarding adoption of 
the GSP. The draft GSP will be 
available in its entirety on Sep-
tember 23, 2021 online at www.
ovga.us/documents.                                                                                                

TS #2021-0155                                                       

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES

Notice is hereby given that on November 17, 2021 the 
Town Council introduced an Ordinance entitled:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 
TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
APPROVING DISTRICT ZONING AMENDMENT 21-001 
TO ALLOW FOR AN AMENDED PHASE ONE PROJECT 
FOR PROPERTIES LOCATED AT 164, 202, AND 248 OLD 
MAMMOTH ROAD (APNs: 035-230-005-000; 035-230-
006-000; AND 035-230-007-000), AND MAKING THE 
FINDINGS IN SUPPORT THEREOF. 

A copy of the complete text of the Ordinance is posted 
and may be read at the Town Offices, Minaret Mall, Old 
Mammoth Road, Mammoth Lakes, and/or a copy may be 
obtained from the office of the Town Clerk at a nominal 
charge.

Dated:  November 18, 2021 

JAMIE GRAY, Town Clerk
Town of Mammoth Lakes

TS #2021-0188

Request for Proposals 
RFP #2021-CIP5
Bishop Office Building Window Replacement Project

The Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District 
(District) seeks proposals from qualified contractors for 
services related to the removal and disposal of forty-two 
(42) existing windows and the supply and installation of 
new windows for the District at 157 Short Street, Bishop, 
CA 93514. This is considered by California Labor Code to 
be a Public Work, and Contractors must be registered with 
the Department of Industrial Relations prior to bidding on 
this prevailing wage job if the bid exceeds $25,000.

Proposals will be received at the District Offices, 157 Short 
Street, Bishop CA 93514 until 3PM, Thursday, December 9, 
2021. Responses must be submitted in a sealed envelope 
clearly marked with your company’s identification and 
labeled “RFP#2021-CIP5 Window Replacement Project”.
Interested parties may schedule a non-mandatory walk-
through to review the facilities on November 29 or 30, 
2021. Prospective contractors are encouraged to walk 
through in order to get a complete understanding of the 
project.

For complete information and RFP documents, please see 
our website at www.gbuapcd.org/District/PublicNotice/

TS #2021-0183

Notice of Public Hearing

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

McGee Creek Lodge

McGee Creek Partners, LLC
1561 Crowley Lake Drive
Crowley Lake, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by a Limited 
Liability Co.The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name listed herein on Sept. 22,2021. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on Nov.8, 2021     
File Number 21-106
2021-0184 (11/20, 11/27, 12/4, 12/11)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Mammoth Pizza Co.

It’s a Good Life, LLC.
6201 Minaret Rd, #200
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by a Limited 
Liability Co.The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name listed herein on Nov.11,2021. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on Nov.17, 2021     
File Number 21-113
2021-0186 (11/20, 11/27, 12/4, 12/11)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Mammoth Pizza Co. & Slice Bar

It’s a Good Life, LLC.
6201 Minaret Rd, #200
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

This business is conducted by a Limited 
Liability Co.The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name listed herein on Nov.11,2021. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on Nov.17, 2021     
File Number 21-113
2021-0187 (11/20, 11/27, 12/4, 12/11)

Order To Show Cause For 
Change of Name

Present Name:
                Sebastian Godinez

Proposed Name:
Sebastian Garcia Camargo

Petitioner: 
Seria Brosseau

Notice of Hearing:
December 2, 2021, 9:30 a.m.
Superior Court of California, County of 
MONO, 100 Thompsons Way, Mammoth 
Lakes, CA 93546

This statement was filed with the 
Superior Court of California, Mono County 
on October 5, 2021.          
Case Number 21UCM 43
2021-0187(11/27, 12/4, 12/11, 12/18)

Holiday Haus Motel is hiring for “House-
keeping”.  Starting pay is $21/hr. DOE Call 
760-934-2414 or send resume to holiday-
hausmammoth@gmail.com, you can also 
stop by the office at 3905 Main Street.

Mammoth Wealth Management is a lo-
cal affiliate of Wells Fargo Advisors Financial 
Network and is looking for a Client Service 
Associate. Responsibilities include: phone 
coverage, greeting clients, office organiza-
tion, compliance, data entry and interact-
ing with custodian broker/dealers, outside 
money managers, mutual funds, insurance 
and annuity companies.  

Your skills include: maximum discretion, 
excellent communication skills, attention 
to detail, proficiency in Windows-based 
programs, management of multiple tasks, 
excellent verbal and written communication 

skills, professional attitude and demeanor, 
ability to work independently, the exercise 
of good judgement/decision making and a 
“can do” attitude with the aptitude to pro-
vide real “solutions.” Competitive pay with 
benefits package. 

If interested, contact Eric Wasserman at 
eric.wasserman@wfafinet.com/(760) 924-
2600.

PT Reservation/Office Asst. (can be 
FT) – 84 unit condo complex. Must be 
dependable & possess excellent work ethic. 
Days/Hours:  P/T Sat-Tues (Wed-Fri off), 
8am-5pm, lunch 12pm-1pm. (Full-time if 
preferred Wed-Thurs off) 

Skills: Excellent customer service, typing, 
basic knowledge of Microsoft Word & Excel 
and of “Escapia Reservations” a plus.

Bring Resume to: Rental Office at 895 
Canyon Blvd, Mammoth Lakes (8 am - 5 pm) 
or email to: dwooten@stantoncondos.com / 
office@stantoncondos.com

  NO CLASS-IFIEDS
Help Wanted Help Wanted

Notice of Finding of No Significant Impact  
Terminal Area Development Project Located At 

Mammoth Yosemite Airport (MMH) 

Notice is Hereby Given that the Federal Aviation Administration has announced that a 
Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) was approved based upon results of a Final 
Environmental Assessment (Final EA) dated November 2021. The proposed project is the 
Terminal Area Development Project located at the Mammoth Yosemite Airport (MMH), 
Mammoth Lakes, California.  
The FAA approval is for the Town of Mammoth Lakes proposal to develop approximately 19- 
acres of MMH property with new facilities located generally east of the existing passenger 
terminal building.  The proposed Terminal Area Development Project is described in Section 4 
of the FONSI, and detailed in Section 1.3 of the Final EA:  
 

· New Passenger Terminal Building 
· Extension of Airport Road and addition of service roads 
· Automobile Parking Lots 
· Terminal Aircraft Apron 
· Aircraft De-icing Apron 
· Connecting Taxilanes to Taxiway A 
· New Maintenance, Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting (ARFF) and Snow Removal  

Equipment Building 
· Removal of the Tensile Structure and some paved access roads 
· Removal of the existing, and installation of a new Automated Weather Observing System 

in a new location  

· Supporting infrastructure and utilities 

 

The FONSI indicates that the proposed action is consistent with existing environmental 
policies and objectives as set forth in the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 in that it 
will not significantly affect the quality of the human environment.  

The FONSI and Final EA are available for review at the Town of Mammoth Lakes’ website: 

https://www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov/939  and at the following locations: 

Town of Mammoth Lakes  
Planning Division–Public Counter 
437 Old Mammoth Road, Ste 230 

Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 
(760) 965-3638 

Mammoth Yosemite Airport 
1300 Airport Road 

Mammoth Lakes, CA  93546 
 

By Appointment: (760) 965-3622 

Mono County Library 
Mammoth Lakes Branch  

400 Sierra Park Road 
Mammoth Lakes, CA  

(760) 934-4777 

Request for Qualifications 
The Town of Mammoth Lakes will receive proposals for 
the following work:

Procurement of a Design-Build Entity for a Town-Spon-
sored Affordable Housing Project In Mono County for
The Town of Mammoth Lakes, California

Proposals will be received through the Town’s eProcure-
ment Portal until 4:00 PM, Friday, December 17, 2021 at:

Online Bid Portal 
https://www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov/1016/Bids

The Request for Qualifications can be obtained from the 
Online Bid Portal.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: The Town of Mammoth Lakes 
(Town) is seeking statements of qualifications (SOQs) 
from qualified Design-Build entities to prequalify them 
for a subsequent Request for Proposal (RFP) for a Town-
sponsored housing project for which a Design-Build 
entity would be selected to provide design and construc-
tion services. The following is a brief description of the 
project:

A Town-funded multi-family affordable housing project 
involving the development of a 0.25-acre vacant site lo-
cated at 60 Joaquin Road in Mammoth Lakes. The project 
being proposed is the development of a six-unit multi-
family residential development. The Town anticipates 
developing the project as a planned unit development 
(PUD) with an affordability restrictive covenant recorded 
against each unit to allow for the future sale of the indi-
vidual units to income-qualified households.

A non-mandatory pre-submittal meeting will be held via 
Zoom on Thursday, December 9, 2021 at 1:00 PM (infor-
mation will be distributed to those expressing interest). 
Included in that Zoom meeting will be a brief video tour 
of the airport.

The Town of Mammoth Lakes hereby notifies all submit-
ters that it will affirmatively ensure that in any contract 
entered into pursuant to this advertisement, disadvan-
taged business enterprises will be afforded full opportu-
nity to submit proposals in response to this invitation and 
will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, 
color, or national origin in consideration for an award.

Questions or requests for clarifications to this RFQ should 
be submitted through the Online Bid Portal under the 
project’s Question and Answer section. The contact for 
this RFQ is Nolan Bobroff, Associate Planner – Housing 
Coordinator for the Town of Mammoth Lakes, California, 
via email nbobroff@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. Oral 
clarifications are non-binding and any changes shall be 
issued by written addenda only.

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, CALIFORNIA
DATED:  November 22, 2021
TS #2021-0190
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www.mammothbreakfastclub.com

Now Accepting Credit Cards

Indoor / Outdoor Seating / Dog Friendly Patio
Real Vodka Homemade Bloody Mary’s,

Cocktails, Mimosa’s & Beer
Homemade Pastries, Muffins, Crossaints, Biscuits & Gravy

Mexican Breakfast Specialties, Omelettes, & More

Jack Benham was a former staffer at 
The Sheet. He now lives in San Francisco. I 
won’t pretend how to describe this blog, or 
even how to preface it. But he’s got a voice 
that deserves to be heard.

This blog is rated either R or DD or 
something in between. Read at your peril.

It’s Saturday night. I’ve been drinkin’. 
A Hazy IPA then White Claws with 
vodka floaters. But f*&k an index of my 

drinks. I’m tuned.

The culprit? Death box! Not the killer 
box from three exes ago that sapped my 
soul, but a drinking game. Originated in 
a University of San Francisco attic in July 
of 1979. 

The founders: George W., your dad, and a 
sea lion. One deck of cards. No money.

For the record there was no blow done 
during the creation of the game because
seals and blow are like dogs and choco-
late.

My family’s seal ate a triple layer German 
Chocolate cake once and he was fine.

We escaped that game, which allows your 
friends to count as slow as they want while 
you drink, and went OUT 

And now it’s sometime after everyone’s 
gone home. It’s just Annie and I.
Walking from the Marina up the hill.
To Pac Heights. To her place.

But we have to pass Balboa Cafe.
Lip filler. Zero-gravity tits. Frozen fore-
heads. 401k’s. Serious careers. Finance. 

The Laying Pipe Crew is suppossed to 
play onstage in the back but they’ve been 
delayed because their lead is in the bath-
room stall dedicated to Gavin Newsom 
and he’s screaming through the hinges 
“I’m the king of cocaine!”

The rest of us just have to take an honest 
shit. 

Annie and I take one of those tables 
on the left in the corner when you walk in. 
Annie orders espresso martinis. 
They come with foamy heads.

Next to us, a pack of dudeguys.
A couple software engineers. A few in 
sales. All in tech. And they seem to be 
multiplying. I coulda swore there were 5 
when we sat down but after my first sip I 
look over and they’ve doubled.

In the name of romance and being gener-
ally territorial I kiss Annie. And one of 
them sees me kiss Annie and I see him see 
us because I kiss with my eyes open
—and drink plain hot water instead of 
normal cold water and freeze bees for 
fun— so I see him see us and say some-
thing snide to his friend, something I can’t 
repeat here because this is a newspaper 
and I never actually heard what he said in 
the first place but they’re clearly plotting. 

Annie doesn’t think anything of it. But I 
know better. 
The band has started.
It’s their hit, “Mom?”
The chorus is, “MOM? MOM? MOM?”

What nobody knows is that 
in the back of this very bar,
hell, just on the other side of the wall I’m 
leaning against, there’s another group of 
guys, all also in tech, standing around
beating off into vats.

That’s how Balboa’s espresso martini is so 
creamy and delicious. 

Another decade will pass before 
The Chronicle gets an anonymous tip and 
begins its Pulitzer-winning investigation. 
But on this night I gulp mine down.
Even finish Annie’s too. 

We leave before the Laying Pipe Crew is 
through. By that time the guys next to us 
have slipped out. And have descended 
on a woman and her hot dog cart. Selling 
bacon-wrapped hot dogs.

The boys are in a frenzy. Hot dogs slipping 
out of hands, sucking on the meat 
slapping each other with the meat,
tearing it up with open mouths
laughing 

cackling
pure ecstacy in their eyes
shitty ecstacy in their veins
and that poor woman with her cart.

They keep assuring her,
“It’s okay. We’ll Venmo.”

One of them, his name is Kyle, keeps 
saying, “Big Tip” as chunks of hot dog fall 
from his lips. 

I say something to Annie and she says 
something back to me and
one of them must’ve heard us because a 
hot dog becomes a pork missile and whiz-
zes over my head. Then another flying pig 
d*&k but this one spinning end over end.

It catches my cheek. Smacks my eye.
I scream, “I’m blind!” 
Enter total and utter chaos. 

I scramble to my feet in time to see the 
vendor standing on her cart, the soles 
of her shoes sizzling on the griddle and 
wielding a sharp-edged spatula

Annie kicks one guy in his ass, made flat 
from sitting every day all day in a chair
in an office in a building in this damn city

He catches himself on the cart, hands 
gripping the griddle, and the vendor puts 
that spatula to the back of his head and he 
crumples into a pile of jalepenos.

The music stops.
The band rushes outside.
The drummer is still trying to order a hot 
dog, has his cash, exact change, neatly 
folded in his hand and is asking for every-
thing on his hot dog when he gets hit and 
hits the pavement where he’s instantly 
pummeled into pulp.

Amongst the scrum, Kyle is still offering 
anyone who wants it “Big Tip.”
The lead singer is babbling about how 
nobody wants free cocaine anymore
And Annie has inserted the mayo bottle 
into a guy’s nose and is squirting.
Sirens! Those that can, scatter. 

I pry the Mayo bottle from Annie’s hand. 
Pull her off of the guy, his face bruised and 
swollen and we get outta there.
 
Walk to the top of the hill through the fog 
and all the meaning people want to give 
the fog. But this fog is just fog.
Piercing cold and wet.

We come through the fog and get into 
her apartment and fall asleep sweating 
through the sheets, butts touching,
atop of the meaningless fog.
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Get Tested Before and After 
Traveling or Gathering for the 
Holidays  

Know before you go. 
Get tested 1-3 days before a family 
gathering, or prior to any travel, even if 
you have no symptoms. Antigen testing 
should be done 24 hours prior to a 
gathering or travel. PCR testing should 
be done within 72 hours – with results 
available prior to a gathering or travel. 
There are no out-of-pocket costs to get 
tested. Make an appointment at one of 
our community testing sites or visit: lhi.
care/covidtesting 

Know When You Return.  
Test upon returning from the holidays. 
Test again 3-5 days later. 

Also Consider the Following: 
•  Take precautions if some in your group 

are unvaccinated (e.g., wear masks, 
socialize outdoors, keep gatherings short). 

•  Be sure to wear a good mask, that fits well. 
N95 and KN95 or surgical masks do the 
best job filtering out viruses and particles. 

•  Gather outside or increase airflow in 
indoor spaces.

  Don’t InviteDon’t Invite COVID-19  COVID-19 
to Thanksgivingto ThanksgivingSay to yourself when planning 

Thanksgiving ... IF I DON”T WANT 
TO SEE THIS PERSON ALL YEAR, 

I DON’T WANT TO SEE THEM THIS 
WEEKEND. Do it. Just once. To see what 
it feels like.   

Okay I wanna start with the Jets. This 
team brought in former 49er DEFENSIVE 
coordinator Robert Saleh and pro-
moted him to head coach. In a four game 
stretch, the team gave up 45, 54, 34 and 
45 points. I mean, that’s hard to accom-
plish in the Big 12. Former Jet Coach Rex 
Ryan couidn’t resist a jab (unlike Aaron 
Rodgers. Ha.) and went after the coach 
saying, “Don’t ever compare that guy to 
me.” 

Prompting Saleh to reply, “If Rex wants 
to find me, he knows where I am.” A clas-
sic middle school response. And this is 
the team’s leader. 

I was watching Hard Knocks. Yeah, 
bored. And learned the real reason why 
Colt Coach Frank Reich had to have QB 
Carson Wentz. They share a religious 
connection. Oh brother. That makes 
him a great QB? Reich describes how 
he BEGGED the GM to sign Wentz. I 
know the Colts are on a run right now 
so it looks good but every time you 
watch Wentz in a big moment, he does 
something insanely stupid and he is 
always one step away from running into 
a defender who will blow his season up - 
because he’s as solid as penaut brittle. It’s 
coming. 

Quick college note. Michigan State 
Head Coach Mel Tucker is gonna get 
paid $95 million for 10 years. Mel Tucker? 
I am all for someone getting paid but why 
the hell is the school rushing to pay him? 
He has been a head coach in college for 
all of 3 years. He was 5-7 at Colorado. 
That was good enough to get him hired 
at MSU. He went 2-5 during the CoCo 
season. Then this year he started off 9-1 
and they are throwing a 10-year contract 
at him. I cannot see the logic. He has NO 
history to support this kind of contract. 
I think the only college coach making 
more than him is Saban. 

Sure enough, whuile they are working 
on the contract, Michigan State gets the 
snot beat out of them 56-7 by THE Ohio 
State. Uhhhhhh ... better let this play out 
a bit. I don’t give a damn if another team 
is offering him big money and free lap 
dances. Let him win something first.

Why is Raven QB Lamar Jackson 
always sick? He have Irritable Bowel 
Syndrome or something? Two times he 
has had diarrhea or a stomach thing. And 
twice the CoCo. What is he doing, licking 
door handles? Maybe he wants the team 
to see how they are without him since he 
has no contract extension. But he should 
stop doing that before this Huntley kid 
who serfves as his backup takes his job 
for a lot less. 

The Bears are allergic to wins. I texted 
a friend of mine and said ENJOY THE 
WIN when they scored late in the game 
last week. By the time I got a fresh drink, 
the game was done. It went the other 
way. Ouch. The Bears are allergic to suc-
cess. They should take a new drug called 
FireCoachSellteamEdrine and fix their 

illness. 
An NFL player got a 15 yard penalty 

last week for ... telling YO MAMA jokes. 
Well, I don’t know if it was a joke. But 
the Lions player said something about 
JaDaveon Clowney’s momma and got 
a 15 yard penalty. Hilarious. Pretty soon 
they’re gonna have to create an EMO-
TIONAL SUPPORT PENALTY BOX where 
players sit so a professional can help 
them work through things like trash talk.

The Green Bay Packers have a “stock 
sale” going on to raise $95 million. But 
the stock isn’t real. They tell you in the 
purchase agreement that you don’t get 
any financial value and it can’t be re-
deemed for anything. So it’s a donation? 
YES. But it gets funnier. According to the 
agreement of purchase of the stock you 
are an owner of an NFL franchise and 
you cannot do things that are detrimental 
to the team or the league. Stop laughing. I 
am serious. So I am gonna hire you, I am 
not going to pay you, but I can fire you. 
So I work for free and get nothing for it 
but can be disciplined? And what is the 
point of paying $300 plus a $35 handling 
fee for a certificate that hangs on your 
wall? And in the age of e-certificates and 
cryptocurrency, what is the $35 handling 
fee for?

 Amazon delivered an 800 pound 
smoker to my house for ZERO SHIP-
PING but there is a $35 handling fee for 
a worthless piece of paper? I don’t know 
what is going on in Packer land but I 
need to start a business there.  

I am so sick of the Steelers and Coach 
Mike Tomlin: The Steelers admitted they 
did not change their game plan at all 
once they found out Ben Roethlisberger 
was out against the Lions. So either they 
think backup Mason Rudolph is just as 
good as Ben and it’s really no difference 
or they were just too lazy or arrogant to 
do it. So they threw the ball 50 times in 
bad weather with a quarterback who has 
a noodle arm against a team that gave up 
about 600 yards rushing to the Eagles the 
week before. 

Tomlin’s a dumbass. 
Ram Coach Sean McVay is 43-0 when 

leading at halftime. He is 10-27 when tied 
or trailing at halftime. Genius? Hmm. 
Seems like a front runner to me. When 
it’s right, it’s right. But if he has to change 
up and make adjustments, game over. 

So what is going on with all the family 
members putting out tweets for their 
NFL players? Baker Mayfield’s crazy 
wife, Zach Wilson’s crazy wife. And now 
Devin Bush’s dad is challenging people 
to find where his son has lost a step. 

Well you can’t actually tell because, he 
doesn’t actually do anything. They say he 
runs a 4.3 or 4.4 forty but he never runs to 
tackle anyone and can’t cover anyone so 
how can you tell. 

Can’t cover and won’t tackle. Bad at-
tributes for a LINEBACKER. And his dad 
should know better. His dad played in the 
NFL for like 10 years. Your son SUCKS. 
Deal with it.

Get Carrie Underwood off Sunday 
Night Football. It sucks. Enough. 

Brown RB Nick Chubb is amazing. He 
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The Sheet asked people on the street: What are you thankful for?
On the eve of Thanksgiving ... 

“I’m thankful for God’s good care.”                                                                                              
-Greg Houkman, Ripon, Calif. Tyler: “I’m thankful for her.”  

Kaitlyn happily giggles
      -Kaitlyn & Tyler, Huntington Beach, Calif.

“To have a roof over my head.” 
                                         -Nolan, Denver, Colo.

“We’re thankful for Mammoth, family, books 
and pets.”                                                                                              

-The Gilchrist family, San Diego

runs like he is allergic to grass. You can-
not tackle his him. 

Titan QB Ryan Tannehill looked great 
with Derrick Henry at RB. This week 
- four picks! We shall see the real Ryan 
Tannehill now. No one is happier now 
than his former coach Adam Gase. He 
got crushed for Tannehill being better 
after leaving his team. Now ... call the Gi-
ants. Mr. Gase is on line one, and they are 
that stupid. 

Taysom Hill. The Saints just signed 
him for another 4 years at $40 million, up 
to $95 million if he becomes the starting 
QB. What? When the starter went down 
this year, they didn’t elevate him. Trevor 
Siemian leapfrogged him for the job. If 
he  wasn’t the guy this year, he’ll never be 
the guy. 

Atlanta’s head coach Arthur Smith 
said football is not a game for soft people 
and that they got rid of all the soft people 
in Atlanta last year when former coach 
Dan Quinn left. So Quinn came back this 
year as the Cowboys defensive coordina-
tor and Dallas beat Atlanta 43-3. 

Maybe Arthur Smith should shut up 
until he wins something. At least Quinn 
made it to a Super Bowl. 

NFL Thanksgiving time

What NFL folks are thankful for:
1. Jerry Jones is thankful for Botox and 

plastic surgery. He will not be thankful 
for Mike McCarthy once the playoffs roll 
around.

2. The Jets are thankful that the NFL 
finally provided them a rule book. It 
explained that playing defense IS AL-

LOWED.
3. Baker Mayfield is thankful for the 

idiot at the ad agency who convinced 
Progressive to make him rich with all 
those commercials. 

Baker Mayfield is also thankful for the 
GM who drafted him number #1 overall. 
That guy is unemployed now. 

The owners of the Bears and Lions are 
thankful for modern science and medi-
cine. ‘Cause they are both 150 years old 
and still around to see their teams suck. 

OBJ is thankful for the media and other 
spoiled-ass athletes that have promoted 
his “MYTHICAL LEGENDARY STATUS.” 
If that guy made the hall of fame for WRs 
who wore number 13 and were black and 
never had 1,000 yard seasons it would be 
too much acclaim for him

The Mannings are thankful for every-
thing. ‘Cause everyone loves those mush-
mouth bastards for some reason. 

Thanks for Matt Stafford being Staf-
ford. I can’t wait for the breakup between 
he and McVay. Who keeps the dog? 

Thanks for Carson Wentz. He is just 
entertaining. With Jameis Winston being 
injured, no one throws funnier intercep-
tions

Thanks for Jaguar Coach Urban Meyer. 
I enjoy him looking constipated and star-
ing at the grass all game like he doesn’t 
know if he wants to crap or throw up. 

Thanks for Dan Campbell. This guy is 
comedy gold. And he is an actual NFL 
coach. You couldn’t make it up. 

And finally, thank you Bourbon. Even 
bad bourbon makes the world better. 

*Hartley’s Twitter handle and game day 
rants can be found at @hart6399



Marcus was frequently 

annoyed by the people 

with whom he was 

required to associate 

”

“

-Robin Waterfield  
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Facing The Mountain: A True Story of 
Japanese-American Heroes in World 
War II // Daniel James Brown // Viking 
// 482 p. 

Manzanar National Historic Site. 
You pass it all the time on High-
way 395 heading to and from L.A. 

But how many know what it represents? 
Why it exists. What happened there dur-
ing WW II? 

How many have actually stopped in 
at the interpretive center or toured the 
grounds? 

How many know that American citizens 
were imprisoned by their own govern-
ment during the war? 

Daniel James Brown’s book about the 
Japanese-American experience during 
WW II doesn’t talk about Manazanar 
specifically, but it does talk about other 
internment camps among the 10 that 
existed during the war. And it also talks 
about the Japanese-Americans who, 
despite this treatment, chose to enlist in 
the armed services and fight and die for 
a country that treated them like second-
class citizens. 

But the second-class treatment wasn’t 
unprecedented. 

As Brown recounts, California passed 
an Alien Lands Act in 1913 prohibiting 
“all aliens ineligible for citizenship” from 
owning land. 

In 1919, more than two decades before 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor, California 
Senator James Phelan testified before 
Congress about the threat of the Japanese: 
“They are tireless workers and persever-
ing and clever agriculturalists. They know 
how to get the last penny out of the soil … 
I regard them in their economic destruc-
tiveness, their competitive ability, as 
enemies to be rejected.” 

Not the first time that talent has scared 
the hell out of an entrenched class. 

When war broke out, there were car-
toons in the press depicting the Japanese 
as rats, insects, et. al. 

The L.A. Times editorialized on Amer-
ican-born Japanese, “A viper is nonethe-
less a viper wherever the egg is hatched.” 

Politicians seized on the issue, knowing 
that racial hatred is fuel for campaigns. 

In a national poll, 93% of Americans 
supported incarcerating first-generation 
Japanese-Americans. 75% supported 
incarcerating Nisei (2nd generation). 

The internment camp policy applied to 
anyone who was 1/16th Japanese ancestry 
or greater. 

An exception was made for Hawaii 
just because the population had such a 
high percentage of residents of Japanese 
ancestry. 

So 120,000 Japanese-Americans end up 
in internment camps, and as one internee, 
Otokichi Ozaki, states, “If we continue to 
live like this for two or three years we will 
become living corpses. Everyone’s eyes 
are beginning to look like those of dead 
fish.” 

The camps were not located in benign 
places. The three Poston, Arizona sub-
camps, for example, are nicknamed Camp 
Roastin’, Camp Toastin’ and Camp Dustin’. 

When the Army ultimately decided 
that the benefits of recruiting Japanese-

American soldiers for the war effort out-
weighed the risk of treason, it announced 
that it had a goal of recruiting 1,500 Nisei 
volunteers. 

10,000 turned out. 
Almost always, writes Brown, the last 

words the Nisei fighters received from 
their fathers went something like this. 
Don’t bring shame upon the family. Rudy 
Tokiwa recalled his father saying, “You 
chose your side. Now do it. If they tell you 
to go out and get shot, you go out and get 
shot.” 

They were assigned to their own unit, 
the all-Japanese 442nd Regimental Com-
bat Team, which Brown notes “had the 
highest average IQs in the army.” 

One member of the 442nd who went 
on to a political career of distinction was 
Daniel Inouye, future U.S. Senator repre-
senting the state of Hawaii. 

The account of Inouye’s heroism stands 
out in a book of memorable stories. 

After Inouye clears out two German ma-
chine gun nests with grenades, crawling 
uphill into withering fire, he gets to within 
ten yards of a third nest. 

“As he stood, pulled the pin, and 
prepared to throw his final grenade, one 
of the Germans spotted him and fired a 
rifle-launched grenade directly at him. 
The grenade hit his right elbow and nearly 
severed most of his arm. His men tried 
to rush to him to render aid, but Inouye 
screamed at them to keep back, fearing 
that the hand on his severed arm would 
relax and release the lever on the grenade 
that it still clutched. With his other arm, 
he reached across his body, carefully 
pulled the grenade free from the grip of 
the lifeless hand, threw it at the German 
who had shot him, and killed him. He 
then rose to his feet and stumbled forward 
with the one arm dangling useless from 
some sinews and shreds of uniform and 
his blood pumping in red spurts from 
a severed artery. Standing bolt upright, 
cradling his Thompson submachine gun 
in his remaining arm, he moved forward 
again … unleashing repeated bursts of 
automatic fire.”

Until he was shot in the left and 
tumbled down the hill. As he was applying 
a tourniquet to his own leg, he ordered the 
men who had flocked to him to resume 
the attack. “Nobody called off the war!” he 
growled. 

And then he passed out.

Marcus Aurelius’s Meditations // Edited 
by Robin Waterfield // Basic Books // 
384 p. 

There’s something a bit perverse 
about flipping through Meditations, 
Marcus Aurelius’ near-2,000 year old 

text on philosophy, self-improvement and 
lessons learned. It’s not unlike cracking 
open a stranger’s diary.

Aurelius never intended for his writings 
to be read by anyone other than himself; 
the works were meant as reference mate-
rial to return to when he needed personal 
guidance, a reminder to adhere to his 
principles and beliefs. 

Meditations is comprised of twelve 
notebooks compiled in no chronological 
or thematic order. The title comes from 
one of a number of names ascribed to the 
collection.

And here we are, nearly 2,000 years 
later, with new translations and editions 
of Aurelius’s works being published, ana-
lyzed, and debated.

The book is an intimate look into 
the mind of one of the most powerful 
emperors to ever 
exist, a deep dive that 
reveals his very real 
and very human in-
securities, anxieties, 
and thoughts. If any-
thing, Meditations 
serves as a testament 
to the human experi-
ence, how people 
today can relate to, 
understand, and see 
themselves in some-
one who lived in the 
2nd century AD. As 
editor and transla-
tor Robin Waterfield 
notes, “Marcus was 
frequently annoyed 
by the people with 
whom he was re-
quired to associate.”

The version in 
question is Meditations: The Annotated 
Edition, translated, introduced and edited 
by Waterfield, and released in April 2021.

This is by no means an easy or light 
read, as is the case with many philosophy 
texts. The task is all the more complicated 
by the fact that it’s essentially a compila-
tion of Roman-era sticky note reminders 
plastered to a desk or office space and 
written over the course of many years.

In short, Aurelius begins and ends 
thoughts in the course of a paragraph 
or even a sentence, and many are not 
strongly connected to the preceding or 
following sentences. 

He makes casual reference to philoso-
phers, historical events, his own life, with 
no notes to accompany the meaning. That 
task is left to Waterfield, whose annota-
tions typically take up half of each page. 
As he writes in his introduction, “Marcus 
knew what he meant, but it is not always 
easy for us to decipher.” 

Waterfield’s introduction is the key to 
unlocking Aurelius: he provides history 
lessons, biographies, ancient philosophi-
cal teachings, context and preparation for 
the words to come. Skipping the 50-odd 
pages at the beginning would be dealing 
oneself a massive setback in overall com-
prehension. For a reader to understand 
Aurelius, there’s a whole lot that they need 
to do before even kicking things off.

Aurelius embraced and abided by 
Stoicism, a philosophy that teaches living 
virtuously in accordance with nature, 

self-control in overcoming emotions, 
and making the best of the lot afforded to 
oneself, not worrying about things outside 
of your control.

For an emperor, Aurelius comes across 
as humble: he devotes an entire note-
book to gratitude for his teachers, elders, 
anyone or anything that impacted his life. 
And his constant reminders to himself 
show a man struggling with the immense 
duties of his day-to-day life. 

“At the start of the day,” he writes at the 
outset of Notebook 2, “tell yourself: I shall 
meet people who are officious, ungrateful, 
abusive, treacherous, malicious, and self-
ish. In every case, they’ve got like this be-
cause of their ignorance of good and bad 
… None of them can harm me, anyway, 
because none of them can infect me with 
immorality, nor can I become angry with 
some who’s related to me, or hate him, 
because we are born to work together, like 
feet or hands or eyelids.” 

Waterfield’s translation gives a con-
temporary voice to 
Aurelius; at times, it 
seems as though the 
words could have 
been written in the 
past 10 years. Part 
of that is Water-
field’s word choice, 
employing modern 
idioms or slang at 
times in his transla-
tion rather than a 
literal word-for-word 
approach. 

At times, Aurelius 
displays a po-
etic approach to his 
thoughts: “A person’s 
lifetime is a mo-
ment, his existence 
a flowing stream, his 
perception dull, the 

entire fabric of his body readily subject 
to decay, his soul an aimless wanderer, 
his fortune erratic, his fame uncertain. In 
short: the body is nothing but a river; the 
soul is dream and delusion; life is war and 
a sojourn in a strange land; and oblivion 
is all there is to posthumous fame.” The 
answer to navigating life? Philosophy.

The values that Aurelius advocates, 
the ones that he embodied through his 
rule, are still fresh and current. “Remind 
yourself at frequent intervals how quickly 
things and events are carried past and 
swept away,” Aurelius writes, “Reality is 
like an endlessly flowing river, its activities 
constantly changing, its causes variable 
beyond counting.”

And yet he remains human through-
out: Aurelius reminds himself of proper 
behavior when addressing the Senate, that 
people are fallible just as he is, that seek-
ing or expecting praise runs counter to the 
reasoning behind performing just acts. 

Meditations is not a one-sitting book. 
The repetition of thought, intended to 
assist Aurelius only, can make progress 
difficult; his rapid movement between 
ideas can create the sensation of literary 
whiplash. Expressed best by Aurelius, 
himself, cutting through to what is per-
haps his most concise and direct message: 
“No more abstract discussions about what 
a good man is like: just be one!”

By Page
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Sagittarius: Of all the signs in the Zo-
diac, Sags are the most positive. When 
you are at your best, you easily share the 
gifts of hope and promise. This next year 
of your life is looking very promising, 
like it could soon turn in a surprising 
new direction. So your birthday gift to 
yourself should be two-fold: Be sure to 
be thankful for all of it, even the awk-
ward parts, and be willing to follow the 
road wherever it leads you, even if it 
includes a couple of u-turns.
Capricorn: A recent study found that 
people who are in better cardiovascular 
shape also tend to be heavier drink-
ers. Basically, the study surmised that 
people who are disciplined enough to 
exercise regularly also like to reward 
themselves for those efforts by kicking a 
few back afterwards. The experts’ opin-
ions on this are mixed. Clouds opinion 
is that balance is the key to life, and that 
you should be thankful whenever you 
can maintain yours, especially after ski-
ing all day and then drinking at eleva-
tion.
Aquarius:  Careers in the non-profit 
field work well for most Aquarians, as 
you are considered the most humani-
tarian sign. It’s bit tough to feel very 
humanitarian right now in our divided 
land, which is why you should be thank-
ful for your gifts. And the rest of us 
should be thankful that you use them 
to help bring us together, whether it’s 
through sharing a meal or inviting us to 

do some naked hot tubbing.
Pisces: As we celebrate the season of 
giving thanks and wearing pants most 
of the time, your words of wisdom will 
come from fellow Pisces, Rick Dees. “If 
you’re thankful write it down. If you’re 
upset speak it and if you’re not sure 
don’t do anything for 24 hours.” The 
master of the Weekly Top 40 will also 
provide your new motto: “Today is the 
best day I could ever have.”
Aries: Thanksgiving is considered the 
second most popular holiday in the 
country. It trails only Christmas, prob-
ably because Americans love shopping 
slightly more than we love eating. Of 
course, Thanksgiving is also hampered 
by the fact the Detroit Lions are on TV 
each year. But none of us are perfect, so 
please remember to be thankful for all 
the blessings in your life, like the fact 
you’re not a turkey or a Lions season 
ticketholder.
Taurus: The new moon in Sagittarius 
should help us feel more self confident 
and hopeful. If those feelings don’t 
come as easily as you’d like, simply do 
two things: Accept anything you can 
be thankful for and look in odd places 
for inspiration. These words from poet 
Mary Oliver should help, “And consider 
always, everyday, the determination of 
the grass to grow despite the unending 
obstacles.”
Gemini: Curious and social, Geminis 
tend to thrive during the holiday season 

so it should be easy for you folks to be 
thankful for Thanksgiving. In case you 
need some reminders, here are some 
things to be thankful for: relative world 
peace, whirled peas, pea-brained peo-
ple getting payback for being persnick-
ety, people who care about you, people 
you care about, and any people who are 
willing to spoon with you.
Cancer: The best part about Thanksgiv-
ing isn’t the turkey or the stuffing or 
seeing some family members that you 
actually like. No, the best part, if you do 
it right, is that Thanksgiving reminds 
us to take some time to be thankful. 
That’s because every time we’re thank-
ful it helps attract more reasons to be 
thankful. So as a Cancerian be thankful 
that people from your sign are so loyal, 
caring, intuitive and have especially at-
tractive chests and naughty bits.
Leo: Sagittarius season is upon us and 
it will help make us feel more mentally 
strong. Our minds, after all, are just 
like the rest of our parts and like to feel 
strong and healthy. To help make the 
most out of this time, be sure to give 
your mind some good exercise (read 
more), some good nutrients (eat stuff 
like leafy greens, berries and walnuts) 
and some good stimulation (sex boosts 
memory, regulates emotions and in-
creases your chances of cuddling).
Virgo: Although Virgos usually seem 
very mild mannered on the outside, on 
the inside you’re all guts, organs and 

ligaments just like the rest of us. Virgos 
are actually restless souls trapped in 
stoners’ personalities. This may explain 
why you randomly get the munch-
ies. This is also why your Thanksgiving 
assignment is to be more thankful of 
any opportunity you get to chill and 
recharge. Remember that running on 
empty only works for Jackson Browne.
Libra: Libras can be very charming 
when you want to be. You also tend 
to be one of the best looking signs. Of 
course, having these blessings also 
comes along with a challenge; you need 
to be admired and appreciated more 
than just about any sign outside of 
Leos—who are in a league of their own. 
What you need to know is that you have 
more to be thankful for than you realize. 
Many people simply like to admire you 
from a distance, like online or from the 
other side of the bar.
Scorpio: Scorpios are idealistic. This can 
be both a blessing and a curse. Since 
your strive for perfection, you usually 
get pretty close. But since nothing is 
perfect, at least not for long, you often 
become disappointed with people, 
places, things—nouns basically. That’s 
why your Thanksgiving assignment is to 
give thanks for some of the best nouns 
in your life like family, home, toys, food, 
friends, beer, dessert, comfy undergar-
ments, etc.
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