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Carle gives inaugural wildfire education academy lecture 

A diagram featured during Carle’s presentation 

On Monday April 18, 
The Citizens Wildfire 
Education Academy met 

virtually to hold its first educa-
tional talk about fire safety and 
prevention. 

Organized by the Eastern 
Sierra Council of Governments, 
which includes representatives 
from governmental entities 
up and down the Eastside, the 
Academy is aimed at reducing 
the anxiety about wildfire, and 
addressing and responding to 
the multitude of questions that 
residents and visitors have about 
the topic. The 60–90-minute 
sessions will be held the third 
Monday of each month at 6 p.m.

The Academy welcomed its 
first speaker, David Carle, a 
retired forest ranger and author 
of the book “Introduction to Fire 

in California” to present “The 
History of Wildfire in the Eastern 
Sierra and California”. 

To start, Carle took viewers 
through a basic overview of Cali-
fornia’s climate. 

“Climate controls what kind 
of vegetation ends up on the 
landscape, how dry things get, 
and how hot things get,” he 
explained. 

California is described mostly 
as having a Mediterranean 
climate. Typical Mediterranean-
style climates entail winter rains 
providing moisture, followed by 
a long dry summer. 

California also has a rain 
shadow effect; this means that 
most of the moisture coming 
off the ocean from the Pacific 
encounters various mountain 
ranges, causing uplift and 

see FIRE, page 6
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FIRE ON THE MOUNTAINS

Pupfish is more than just a cute local café. See page 6. 

By Crocetti
cooling, which leads to it being 
dropped as precipitation (either 
rain or snow). As you go east 
along these mountain ranges, 
the air gets warmer and more 
compressed, causing deserts to 
form. 

This leads to different vegeta-
tion being able to grow in differ-
ent parts of the state; basically, 
the farther you come down hill 
and the farther east you go, the 
drier it is. 

The Mammoth Lakes area 
is unique - the moisture that 
comes out of the west is allowed 
to penetrate farther and instead 
of great basin scrub, we start to 
get pine forests, which are en-
croaching, in a sense, on the dry 
great basin habitat.

This all factors in the complex-
ity of how fire behaves.  

In order to determine the 
most at-risk parts of the state for 
wildfire, fire specialists look at 
things like fuel moisture, relative 
humidity of the atmosphere, 
temperature, and wind forecasts.

Lightning is another natural 
factor. Most lightning comes 
from the east side of California, 
and happens during summer 
monsoons, which spin thunder-
storms up during warm summer 
days. In August of 2020, 14,000 
lightning strikes started 700 
wildfires in California. Many of 
these combined into major com-
plexes of fire in the state.

Fire doesn’t penetrate soil that 
deeply; instead, it burns across 
the top layer of the ground. This 
was exhibited at the South Tufa/
Navy Beach fires in 2020, where 
vegetation was able to grow back 
as early as October following an 
August fire. 

Carle went on to highlight 
different species of wildlife that 
have adapted and evolved to 
grow alongside the threat of fire. 

“Fire has been so omnipresent 
through evolutionary time that 
the dominant vegetation ... has 
evolved to adapt to fire in order 
to survive,” said Carle. 

This includes certain flower 
species that exhibit a “fire fol-
lower effect,” where they grow 
on soil post-fire, opening up to 
the sunlight. 

Both Jeffrey Pines and Ponder-
osas have adapted to fire, having 
thick bark that insulates them, 
as well as self-pruning lower 
branches as they age in order to 
elevate them above ground fires.

Giant Sequoias have intricate 
bark patterns that help protect 
them from fires. 

Animals like cottontail rabbits, 
ground squirrels and chipmunks 
have evolved to retreat under-
ground into burrows during 
fires, too deep for the fire to 

penetrate.
Other animals like deer have 

evolved to outrun fires (although 
they are not always successful). 

Fire beetles, aka “red hot lov-
ers,” fly to the heat source, mate, 
and lay eggs within fire-burned 
trees. These bugs can sense the 
heat of a fire from miles away 
and move towards it. 

Black-backed Woodpeckers 
have evolved to gravitate toward 
burned areas and eat these 
beetle larvae in tree bark, as well 
as drill holes in the burned trees 
in order to make cavities where 
they make their nests.

“So my question to you, as you 
take part in this academy over 
the next few weeks, is, can we 
join the very long list of fire-
adapted species in California? 
Can we become comfortable 
living in this fire environment?” 
asked Carle. 

Over California’s history, 
humans have surely aimed to do 
this. 

With more frequent fires than 
ever in California, which are also 
exhibiting more “extreme fire be-
haviors” than ever, this task has 
become crucial. 4.2 million acres 
of land burned in California in 
2020 alone due to wildfire. 

A century ago, shortly after the 
U.S. Forest Service was created, 
there was a big debate over how 
to manage fire on rangelands, 
ranch lands and in the forest. 
The head of the Forest Service, 
W.B. Greeley, denounced the 
idea of burning some trees in or-
der to prevent entire forests from 
burning, which was a practice 
originally done by indigenous 
people. 

After WW II, the Smokey The 
Bear campaign got going, and 
for the first time generations of 
people grew up with a sense of 
personal responsibility in pre-
venting fire.  
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California is considered shining 
City on a Hill, lighting the way 
to enlightened policies that 

will delay the darkness and doom of 
climate change.

Wrong, declared the California 
Environmental Voters, which gave the 
state a grade of D for “inaction on the 
climate crisis in 2021.” The nonprofit 
group (which used to be the League of 
Conservation Voters) handed out that 
grade and lamented that “corporate 
polluters” are the big roadblock. And 
who would those “corporate pollut-
ers” be? The dreaded, dastardly oil 
and gas industry. The EnviroVoters 
declared 63% of the state Senators and 
Assemblymembers accepted political 
contributions from oil and gas com-
panies or an oil and gas PAC. 

The money from “polluters” cloud-
ed legislators’ scruples, the EnviroVot-
ers declared because legislators talk a 
glowing climate game, but don’t quite 
pass legislation to back up their prom-
ises. Thus, legislation to battle climate 
change has “stalled” in the Golden 
State. The “stall” came despite alleg-
edly liberal Democrat supermajorities 
in the Senate and Assembly and “the 
largest climate investment in state his-
tory” thanks to Gov. Gavin Newsom. 

THE BATTLE BETWEEN OPTIMISM AND DOOMISM

CLIMATE

Every fraction of a degree matters 
By Jon Klusmire  

human agency can get us out of it 
again. It’s not all lost. We really have a 
chance to do something.”

And doing something is better than 
doing nothing. 

“Every fraction of a degree matters,” 
Skea said. “Even if we go beyond 1.5, 
that doesn’t mean we throw up our 
hands and despair.”

Indeed, it appears that recent prog-
ress in slowing emissions from fossil 
fuels means the world has a much 
better shot at avoiding some of the 
worst-case global warming scenar-
ios once widely feared by scientists, 
according to the report. 

The report also details the long list 
of well-known steps that could slow 
global warming. Again, the list hasn’t 
changed much in decades.   

“If technology could solve the prob-
lem completely, the problem could 
have been solved two or three de-
cades ago,” said Wei Shen, a research-
er at the Institute of Development 
Studies, who helped write the report. 

The roadblock, by all accounts, is 
the political will to stop spouting hot 
air and start taking action.   

So it’s time to turn up the heat so 
elected officials see the light and 
take action on the climate front and 
remind them that where there’s a will 
there’s a way. 

Jon Klusmire of Bishop thinks the 
EnviroVoters need to start grading on 
a curve considering Texas, Wyoming, 
West Virginia and other states are still 
burning the midnight oil, literally, to 
find ways to avoid confronting climate 
issues.

That got the guv a B grade. 
Unfortunately, compared to the rest 

of the world’s efforts to tackle climate 
change, California’s D looks pretty 
good and Newsom’s B looks like lead-
ership on an epic scale.  

The Los Angeles Times headline 
was grim: “Earth 
hurtling toward a 
dangerous temper-
ature limit, major 
climate report 
warns.” 

The New York 
Times was a tad 
less alarmist: 
“Stopping Climate 
Change is Doable, 
but Time is Short, 
UN Panel Warns.” 

Tipping the 
scale toward being 
doomed was the 
Associated Press: 
“UN warns Earth ‘firmly on track 
toward an unlivable world.’” 

The annual UN report by the In-
tergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change prompted those headlines. 
The report has been about the same 
for decades: We are screwed unless 
we take action. 

The global goal, from the Paris Ac-
cord of 2015, is keeping global warm-
ing well below 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 
Fahrenheit) this century, ideally no 
more than 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 
Fahrenheit). Tough task. Holding 
warming to just 1.5 degrees Cel-

sius would require 
nations to collec-
tively reduce their 
planet-warming 
emissions roughly 
43 percent by 2030 
and to stop adding 
carbon dioxide to 
the atmosphere 
altogether by 
the early 2050s, 
according to the 
report. 

The world will 
probably fall 
short. Why? U.N. 
Secretary-General 

Antonio Guterres told AP the report 
revealed “a litany of broken climate 
promises” by governments and cor-
porations, accusing them of stoking 
global warming by clinging to harmful 
fossil fuels. “It is a file of shame, cata-
loguing the empty pledges that put us 
firmly on track toward an unlivable 
world.”

Doom and gloom is not the only 
climate scenario, however. The AP 
also had this story: “No obituary for 
Earth: Scientists fight climate doom 
talk.” To quote: “Curbing global warm-
ing is not hopeless. The science says 
it is not game over for planet Earth or 
humanity.” 

The somewhat sunny optimism, 
aside, a new foe has emerged in the 
climate fight to take the place of old-
fashioned “climate deniers,” who are 
disappearing as fast as the polar ice 
caps.

The scientists interviewed by AP 
noted that all the negative climate 
news, while real, also has spawned 
a sense of “doomism” that makes 
people think the situation is hopeless, 
so there isn’t any reason to even try to 
change course. “Spiraling into paraly-
sis” because of despair, is another way 
to put it. 

“Doomism is definitely a thing,” is 
the academic take on the phenom-
enon, according to Wooster College 
psychology professor Susan Clayton, 
who studies climate change anxiety 
(which is apparently also definitely a 
thing) told AP.  “It’s a way of saying ‘I 
don’t have to go to the effort of mak-
ing changes because there’s nothing I 
can do anyway.” 

My completely non-academic take 
on doomism is, “We’re doomed, we’re 
screwed, we’re toast.” 

Anyway, back to the optimism, such 
as it is. 

“Human activities got us into this 
problem,” said Dr. Jim Skea, an energy 
researcher at Imperial College Lon-
don who helped lead the report, “and 

Human activities got us into 

this problem, and human 

agency can get us out of it 

again.

”

“

-Dr.  Jim Skea





It Takes More than Removing Litter to Keep the
Eastern Sierra Beautiful
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RESTORATION

By ESLT

Before you head outdoors and enjoy 
the impressive Eastern Sierra this 
Earth Day, cast an eye to what is 

happening on the land and water affect-
ing your favorite wide-open landscapes 
Fish and wildlife rely on flowing water 
and undeveloped natural spaces for sur-
vival, just as we rely on them for outdoor 
recreation. Healthy streams need perma-
nent connections to fresh water sources. 
“All those critters that live in water, one 
of their climate resiliency strategies is to 
move and find cold, clean water,” accord-
ing to CDFW Director Chuck Bonham 
in a recent California Natural Resource 
Agency talk with Secretary Crowfoot. 
When connections are interrupted, 
devastating changes are felt upstream 
and downstream, blocking access to food 
sources and spawning grounds. 

Work Being Done  

Concerned groups are working to keep 
Eastern Sierra habitats connected. With 
the support of a growing membership, 
Eastern Sierra Land Trust (ESLT) works 
with willing landowners and funders to 
place permanent protections through 
conservation easements on vital private 
lands. The 22,000 acres ESLT has pro-

tected provide a natural buffer to nearby 
public lands where we camp, fish, and 
hike. These family farms and ranches 
remain forever undeveloped, wide-open 
landscapes where mule deer forage on 
bitterbrush and fish swim through miles 
of rivers and streams. 

Connecting Eastern Sierra Habitats        

    Extreme weather, wildfire, and devel-
opment play roles in shrinking vital habi-
tats. Mule deer have narrow migration 
corridors pinched by development and 
highways, making access to food sources 
challenging. “Animals out in the desert 
that survive on wetlands, their ability to 
move between habitats in the face of cli-
mate change is a core species adaptation 
strategy,” Director Bonham continues. 

Protect the last best places, reconnect 
those places, and restore the landscape,” 
he advises.     

ESLT works to protect the habitat of 
mule deer, an iconic species of the West, 
to the benefit of other species as well. 

“Our wildlife habitat is abundant and 
diverse, supporting fisheries, migrating 
deer herds, and important bird flyways. 
This majestic landscape is a harmony of 
many distinct lands needing us to care 

An angler trying his luck in the Upper Owens River area of the Eastern Sierra. Work being done to protect Sierra streams and rivers keeps 
fish habitats healthy and recreation world-class.

for it and protect it,” says Kay Ogden, 
ESLT’s Executive Director/CEO. 

Other ways to connect fragmented 
habitats include wildlife crossings at 
busy roadways. These provide mule deer 
and other animals safer passage when 
migrating between winter and summer 
ranges. Such a community project is in 
the works by a collaborative group of 
agencies and organizations including 
ESLT. The Mammoth Lakes 395 Wildlife 
Crossing project seeks to reduce wildlife 
and vehicle collisions on Highway 395 
near the Mammoth Lakes Airport. Follow 
updates at www.eslt.org/wildlifecrossing. 

A Wetland Without Water    

You are likely aware that water is a hot 
topic in the Eastern Sierra and has been 
for decades. LADWP owns much of the 
land and diverts water to Los Angeles. In 
2018, 6,000 acres of wetlands and mead-
ows were dewatered in the Long Valley 
and Little Round Valley regions of Mono 
County. Matt McClain, who serves on the 
Keep Long Valley Green Coalition and 
ESLT’s Advisory Council, noted “Inver-
tebrate life is the base food chain for all 
our fish in the watershed. If that land-
scape dries out, cheatgrass and Russian 

thistle, invasive plants prone to fire, move 
in. Then we have dusty conditions like 
those at the Owens Dry Lake.” Keeping 
this waterway flowing is just as vital to 
recreation on the Upper Owens River as 
it is to wildlife, native plants, and sustain-
able cattle operations. Watch the newly 
released short film “Without Water” from 
the Keep Long Valley Green Coalition for 
far-reaching impacts of this ongoing dis-
pute. Lend a Hand on the Land Keeping 
landscapes and waterways free of litter 
protects wildlife as well as improves our 
enjoyment of these special places. 

Join the many volunteers for the Ow-
ens River Annual Cleanup on Saturday, 
April 23rd hosted by fishing guide Chris 
Leonard, CalTrout, Trout Unlimited, 
California Waterfowl Association, ESLT, 
and LADWP. Also, watch for the Great 
Sierra River Cleanup later this summer. 

Soak up the uniqueness of this amaz-
ing place and participate in the work 
connecting vital habitats for now and for 
future generations. It takes all of us to 
protect what makes the Eastern Sierra so 
special. About Eastern Sierra Land Trust 
Eastern Sierra Land Trust is a nationally 
accredited land trust based in Bishop, 
CA. ESLT, a 501(c)3 nonprofit organiza-
tion, works with willing landowners to 
protect vital lands in the Eastern Sierra 
region for their scenic, agricultural, 
natural, recreational, historical, and wa-
tershed values. Learn more about ESLT’s 
work and how to get involved at www.
eslt.org.

Come bird with Eastern Sierra Land Trust 
(ESLT) at ESLT’s Black Lake Preserve in 
celebration of World Migratory Bird Day! 
Join us for a guided bird walk on May 14th 
from 8-11 am Please email claire@eslt.org 
to RSVP. Check out eslt.org/events for more 
information.

The Owens River provides crucial habitat for land and water-based wildlife. Lend a hand in the Owens River Annual Cleanup on Saturday, April 23rd. Meet 8 a.m. at the Pleasant Valley 
Campground!

PHOTO: RICK KATTELMANN, ESLT BOARD OF DIRECTORS



Did you know that June Lake 
is home to its own trail 
maintenance organization? 

Founded in 2007 by June Lake 
community members, June Lake Trails 
Committee (JLTC) promotes recreation 
in the June Lake Loop by building, 
maintaining, and advocating for the 
area’s beloved network of multi-use 
trails. 

Comprised of passionate June 
Lake residents, the Committee works 
hard during the spring, summer, and 
fall months each year to facilitate 
recreation opportunities for locals and 
visitors.   

Last year, JLTC accomplished several 
projects in collaboration with the US 
Forest Service and Mono County’s 
Sustainable Recreation Department, 
including funding the installation 
of dumpsters and portable toilets at 
popular trailheads and access points, 
such as Fern Lake and Grant Lake. JLTC 
also hosted several trail maintenance 
and trash collection events, including 
June Lake Trails Day, an annual event it 
hosts with Friends of the Inyo. 

This year, their plans are more 
ambitious than ever. For much of its 
existence, JLTC has been advocating for 
a “Down Canyon Trail,” which would 
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TRAILS 

By Leslie Redmam
June Lake Trails Committee more ambitious than ever

connect the June Lake Village to Silver 
Lake. With new leadership in the Inyo 
National Forest, JLTC members hope to 
make significant progess toward their 
goal of connecting the two areas. 

Other notable projects planned 
for summer 2022 include repairing 

Sue Burak next to a debris field in March of 2018

sections of the Parker Bench Trail with 
the assistance of the Frontier Pack 
Train, hosting monthly trash collection 
events at Grant Lake, an area which has 
experienced an extraordinary increase 
in use during the past several years, 
and organizing more frequent trail 

L-R, Georgia Fogg, June Lake Trails Com-
mittee Chair Sarah Crawford and Wendy 
Rosky.

Keith Dawely, Joe Crawford make quick work clearing Yost trail  using a crosscut saw, dur-
ing a trails skill buliding clinic in 2021.

maintenance days that will include 
trail work skills clinics featuring local 
professionals. 

Interested in getting involved? 
The June Lake Trails Committee is 
currently recruiting members for the 
2022 trail season and beyond. Whether 
you’d like to join the Committee and 
have a hand in the future of the June 
Lake trail system or get information 
about volunteer opportunities, visit 
JuneLakeTrails.org to learn more. 



Devils Hole Pupfish - Highest Count in 22 Years

FIRE 
continued from page 1PUPFISH HIGH

Press Release
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AMARGOSA VALLEY, NV – Fish 
biologists are excited to report 
increased numbers of one of the 

world’s rarest fish. Scientists recently 
counted 175 Devils Hole pupfish, which 
is the most they’ve observed in a spring 
count in 22 years. This momentous count 
also marked the 50th anniversary of 
counting pupfish using SCUBA, dating 
back to April 6, 1972.

Devils Hole pupfish (Cyprinodon di-
abolis) live in the upper 80 feet of a deep 
water-filled cavern and sunlit shallow pool 
at the cavern’s entrance, making this the 
smallest range of any vertebrate species 
on the planet. Devils Hole is a detached 
unit of Death Valley National Park adja-
cent to Ash Meadows National Wildlife 
Refuge in Nye County, Nevada. U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Nevada Department 
of Wildlife, and National Park Service staff 
cooperate to manage this critically endan-
gered species. 

Population size is estimated by count-
ing fish throughout its habitat, with 
standard counting protocols. Scientists 
SCUBA dive to count fish in the cavern, 
starting at depths below 100 feet. Simul-
taneously, other scientists count fish on 
the shallow shelf at the waters’ surface. 
The final count includes both surface and 
underwater fish. 

Before the 1990s, the population was 
around 200 pupfish in the spring. Howev-
er, pupfish numbers have been especially 

low during the last two decades, averaging 
only 90 fish. 

A return to higher numbers could signal 
important changes in the ecosystem. 
Kevin Wilson, Aquatic Ecologist for Death 
Valley National Park, manages resources 
of Devils Hole, and states “such shifts 
highlight the importance of maintaining 
long-term data as we work to find out 
what’s changed.”

On this count, Brandon Senger, Su-
pervising Fisheries Biologist for Nevada 
Department of Wildlife, scuba-counted a 

surprising number of young fish below the 
surface. For biologists at Devils Hole, it’s 
always great to confirm spring reproduc-
tion. Other biologists on-site noted fish 
appeared both in remarkable condition, 
and very active. 

Having more pupfish in Devils Hole also 
affects the direction and focus of species 
recovery. Last week’s count continues an 

overall springtime increase over the last 9 
years from the all-time low of 35 fish. 

Michael Schwemm, Senior Fish Biolo-
gist for the US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
states “it’s exciting to see this shift, be-
cause if persistent, allows more opportu-
nity for study and to explore new manage-
ment options.” The next pupfish count 
occurs next fall.

Fish biologists preparing for SCUBA 
dive counts at Devils Hole. Photo credit: 
USFWS/Olin Feuerbacher.

In the 1970s, academics from the for-
estry departments at Berkeley and others 
advocated to bring fire back into “fire 
starved habitats”; in 1978, the national 
policy on Federal lands became that 
federal agencies wouldn’t suppress all 
wildfires, and instead started conduct-
ing burnings in order to keep forests as 
fire-resilient as possible. This has now 
become standard practice in California. 

“That’s something that we’re hearing 
a lot about and something that a lot of 
money is being put into: fuel treatments, 
and trying to reduce the amount of fuel in 
order to get landscapes back to a condi-
tion where they can live through the chal-
lenges of fire,” said Carle. 

On a smaller level, Carle pointed out 
practices that every person can do on 
their own in order to reduce fire risk. This 
includes maintaining fire-resistant struc-
tures: getting the correct kind of metal-
roofing, eaves that are enclosed, decks 
that don’t have any room for embers to 
get under them, and using less flammable 
material to build homes. 

Drought has dominated California 
weather patterns for the last 22 years, the 
longest stretch of dry years in 1,200 years, 

affecting fire, water, and all life in Califor-
nia. 

A quote from Scientific American from 
October 2020 asserted: “the science is 
clear. More than half of the acres burned 
each year in the western United States 
can be attributed to climate change. The 
number of dry, warm, and windy au-
tumn days - perfect wildfire weather - in 
California has more than doubled since 
the 1980s.” 

“This is the climate crisis we are talking 
about. It’s not the whole story, we’ve got 
other things going on like policy relating 
to fire and fire fighting practices and thin-
ning, but we have to address it. It’s the 
crisis of our generation,” said Carle. “How 
can we as a species adapt to live along-
side fire threat, without making it worse?” 

Carle finished his presentation with 
Professor Harold Biswell’s quote: “keep in 
mind that… fire has always been here and 
everything good evolved with it.” 

Carle’s book, “Introduction to Fire 
in California: Second Edition”, can be 
ordered through most bookstores, and can 
be purchased on Amazon.



Healthy Stores Grant Provides Refrig-
eration Units to Local Businesses to 
Increase the Supply of Fresh Produce

Mammoth Lakes, April 18, 2022 
-- The High Sierra Energy 
Foundation (HSEF) has final-

ized its participation in the California 
Department of Food and Agriculture’s 
Healthy Stores Pilot Grant Program. 

The program funded low GHG-
emitting refrigerant and energy efficient 
refrigeration units to small businesses 
in low-income or low-access areas 
throughout the state to stock California-
grown fresh produce. 

The program was designed as a pilot 
to increase access to healthy foods in 
“food deserts,” defined as geographic 
areas where residents have few to no 
convenient options for securing afford-
able and healthy foods — especially 
fresh fruits and vegetables. 

The grant funded units for Hermit-
age Organic Café and Juicery in June 
Lake and the Hi-Country Market and 
Hardware in Big Pine. The units are 
used to offer fresh produce to those 
communities that have limited access to 
fresh produce. Both locations accept the 
SNAP/CalFresh/EBT benefit, increasing 
accessibility to local residents. 

“We were able to obtain two refrigera-
tors through the grant, one for our deli 
where we use the produce in packaged 
foods like sandwiches and salads and 
one to display fresh produce. Tal-
ley Farms supplies us with wholesale 
produce that is California grown, and 
mostly organic. We are ordering differ-
ent items weekly, depending on what 
is available seasonally. Being a food 
desert, having fresh produce is hard to 
come by! Our customers have shown 
such gratitude and appreciation for 
this resource of healthy food for their 
families,” said Christine Holt, General 
Manager of the Hi-Country Market. 

“Not only have we increased access 
to fresh produce, it also saves 30 miles 
of driving to the supermarket to find 
mediocre produce. This program has 
brought so much to our town -- and it 
has only been a month. We can’t wait 
to see all the produce we will be able to 
supply throughout the growing season!” 
Holt added. 

Refrigerants are a significant source of 
greenhouse gas emissions, and effec-
tive management of existing refrigerants 
and adoption of alternative refriger-
ants have the potential to reduce over 
100 gigatons of CO2 emissions cumu-
latively from 2020-2050, according to 
Project Drawdown. The cooling industry 
accounts for around 10% of GHG emis-
sions, which is three-times the amount 
produced by aviation and shipping 
combined, and will be increasing as the 
planet’s temperature rises.

Pam Bold, the Executive Director 
of HSEF, said, “I am pleased that this 
funding increased seasonably available 
produce to locations that significantly 
lack access to fresh produce.

Our organization will apply for the 
next round of funding, which has 

Healthy Refrigeration leads to more fresh produce
By Pam Bold

FOOD
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increased to $20 million statewide, in 
hopes of obtaining additional units for 
small businesses and donation centers 
throughout Inyo and Mono counties 
to increase healthy food options, while 
reducing the energy and environmental 
burdens of inefficient refrigerators,” she 
concluded.

If your business is interested in learn-
ing about future funding, please email 
info@highsierraenergy.org.

The High Sierra Energy Foundation, 
a nonprofit founded in 2005, has a mis-

sion of promoting energy efficiency and 
sustainability in Inyo and Mono coun-
ties. The organization implements the 
Eastern Sierra Green Business Program 
and is a regional partner of the Southern 
California Regional Energy Network, 
offering energy efficiency services to pub-
lic agencies, school districts and tribal 
governments. 

Contact: Pam Bold
High Sierra Energy Foundation
bold@highsierraenergy.org

760-914-3136
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A past and future you can depend on.

WE ARE PROUD TO 
BRING THE CASA DIABLO IV

GEOTHERMAL PROJECT  
ONLINE THIS SUMMER.

This state-of-the-art binary geothermal facility will provide 30MW of 
electricity for 22 thousand homes while offsetting 4 million tons of CO2, 

providing the highest level of efficiency and safety in the geothermal 
industry. Thoughtful and methodical planning make this the first new 
geothermal facility to be built in California in over 30 years, and we’re 

proud to help California reach its ambitious carbon reduction goals while 
bringing over $13,000,000 in economic benefit to the region. 

Throughout its construction, Casa Diablo IV created over 180 construction 
jobs. Mammoth Pacific Geothermal currently employs 25 full-time people, 

a number that will soon grow as a result of the Casa Diablo IV project.
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