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Mammoth Council shoots down Limelight appeals 
UNAPPEALING 

How green will Long Valley be after court ruling? See p. 6 and 15

At its regular meeting 
Wednesday, the Mam-
moth Lakes Tourism 

Board formally approved its plan 
to petition to extend the TBID 
(Tourism Business Improvement 
District) for a ten-year term 
beginning next year. 

What’s notable is that MLT 
completely dropped its bid to 
raise the TBID rates - this largely 
due to input from local busi-
nesses said Executive Director 
John Urdi. 

During the meeting, Board 
member Bill Sauser’s voice was  
the most memorable. While the 
board went through the motions 
of presenting numbers, staff 
reports, and patting itself on the 
back for various achievements, 
it was only Sauser who mixed up 
the rhythm of the meeting by of-
fering small, but notable, tidbits 
of dissent. 

MLT DROPS PLANS FOR
By Lunch  

At the local Roe protest on Saturday ...  

see COUNCIL, page 2

Sean and Kayla Lulejian from North Hollywood at Mammoth’s 
Fourth of July parade on Monday. For more photos, see p. 8

If you’re wondering what 
they’re doing up there on 
Canyon Blvd. just down 

from the Westin Monache, they  
(hotel developers based out of 
Aspen, Colo.) are planning to 
build a 151-room, fancy-ass 
hotel, the likes of which we’ve 
never seen around here.

But developers of the Lime-
light Hotel project had one 
final hurdle to clear at Wednes-
day’s meeting of the Mammoth 
Lakes Town Council - resolu-
tion of three appeals of the 
project. 

The appeals came from 
Mammoth Community Water 
District, former Mayor Jo Ba-
con and the Westin homeown-
ers’ association. 

The MCWD and Bacon 
appeals focused on the devel-
oper’s plans to a proposed geo-
thermal system on site, which 
they feared could potentially 
contaminate the town’s water 
supply. 

MCWD dropped its appeal 
before the hearing because 
Limelight decided to drop the 
geothermal plan - for now. 

So the development will pro-
ceed along parallel tracks. The 
hotel itself being one compo-
nent, and the geothermal being 
handled separately.

It will collaborate with the 
MCWD on any potential plans 
moving forward.

Limelight, which has devel-
oped hotels in Aspen, Snow-
mass and Sun Valley, prides 
itself on its environmental 
bent, but it appears it will look 
for other ways to satisfy this 

itch.
The Westin homeowners’, 

represented by one of their 
own, Bruce Favish, at the hear-
ing, counted the geothermal as 
one of several items they could 
do without. 

Honestly, it just seems like 
they wish the whole thing 
would disappear, and seeing 
how that is not an option, Fav-
ish demanded Westin home-
owners be included in every 
decision and detail moving 
forward. 

Problem is, the project has 
asked for no variances, and the 
Limelight has already accom-
modated its neighbors by mak-
ing requested cosmetic and 
architectural changes. 

So Favish and fellow home-
owners ultimately dropped 
their appeal because they 
didn’t have a leg left to stand 
on. 

That left the Bacon appeal, 
which Council was forced to 
vote on because Bacon is out of 
the country and could not be 
reached. 

Council voted unanimously 
to deny the appeal though 
Councilman Wentworth in-
cluded a caveat that Bacon’s fee 
to file the appeal be refunded. 

MCWD and the Westin 
homeowners’ did not have 
their appeal fees refunded. 

Local resident Leslie Law-
rence did make public 

By Crocetti

The meeting kicked off with 
Mr. Urdi presenting data on 
the commercial air service into 
Bishop Airport for the 2021-2022 
winter season. 

Out of a sample size of 537 
visitors (273 first-time visitors, 
264 repeat visitors), the majority 
of people surveyed flew in from 
these three locations: San Fran-
cisco (27.4%), Denver (20.3%), 
and Los Angeles (9.3%).  

Out of the winter air visitors, 
35.8% were Californians, 16.2% 
were from Colorado, 5.4% were 
from New York, 3.7% were from 
Texas, and 3% were from North 
Carolina. 

According to MLT, many pri-
vate jets specifically flew in from 
Colorado. 

The main demographic of 
visitors was wealthy millenni-
als (born between 1977-1995) 
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COUNCIL 
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more LUNCH, page 10

comment expressing her displeasure over the project and wrote the paper 
afterwards 

“Having grown up in the Town of Mammoth Lakes ... since 1968, the 
FACT of employee housing, or the total lack thereof... yes, I know this is 
not the first time this has been mentioned. The FACT that The Limelight is 
a monstrosity with zero character, being built well above any height levels 
AND without, from what I understand an EIR (environmental impact re-
port) AND their plan to drill down in to the aquifer are all and each issues 
that should be screaming across our town limits and to the tops of each of 
our mountains. 

That this town’s council has allowed and is allowing this behemoth to 
be built is atrocious. That ANYONE thinks that drilling into ANY aquifer 
when ... this town is built on an earthquake fault ... we are staring down 
the throat of a very angry and ugly drought. The drought, in and of it-
self, SHOULD say STOP! The footprint and elevation of this proposed 
structure is obscene. The exterior of this structure is easily found on the 
blocks of L.A ... Oakland ... any city USA. This proposed building as per 
the rendering found online is, hmmm ugly. If those of us who LIVE in and 
LOVE Mammoth Lakes and the fact that we live in one of the most beauti-
ful locations on our earth wished to have a hotel/condo structure that can 
and is found in any urban area of this country ... I’m guessing we would 
move to one of those urban jungles.

We are a town that contains a number of vacant structures ... VACANT 
for some years in most cases. The hotel meant to be built in Sierra Center 
Mall ... still, a mostly vacant building. 

The building on Old Mammoth Road that holds a 24 hour laundromat ... 
almost entirely vacant. The complete stripping of forest on Center Street 
which now houses a ... 200 ft long and 40 ft high wall, meant to be “low 
cost” housing and which was clear cut regardless the fact that trees there 
supported OUR wildlife including a family of bears that had used that tree 
for years. Will it be, in fact, a place for many of the town’s employees or, 
like The Trails (passed as being built for low income housing and quickly 
having been turned into custom homes)? 

The Friends of Mammoth studies and final report needs to be clearly 

reviewed by each of the Town Council, the town attorney, the architect, 
the Limelight Hotel group ... on and on. 

Can ANYONE on the council, in the town ... ANYONE help the citizens 
of this town?”

Of course, the opening stanzas of Dylan’s “Times They Are a Changin’” 
immediately come to mind. 

Come gather ‘round people/Wherever you roam/And admit that 
the waters/Around you have grown/And accept it that soon/You’ll be 
drenched to the bone ...  

When Lawrence asked in the meeting, “where will the water come 
from?” Community Development Director Sandra Moberly replied that 
the hotel is included in the town’s build-out analysis. 

The “behemoth” conforms to the North Village Specific Plan in every 
respect. 

I imagine Councilmembers would argue that they’re trying to help the 
citizens of this town by building workforce housing at the Parcel. 

I imagine Parcel neighbors Marlene and Dieter Fiebiger would say “A 
pox on your help.” 

The population of the United States was approximately 200.7 million in 
1968. Today, it is 334.8 million. That’s really the crux of it. 

Can anyone help? I dunno. Marty McFly? 

In other Council news of note, Council formally approved its agreement 
with the Mammoth Lakes Foundation to take over the Edison Theater. 
The Town will pay $2,250/month in rent to start. 

Luan Mendel, who serves on the Foundation’s Executive Committee, 
said “this is a unique opportuity for a public/private partnership. The two 
events [Mammoth Lakes Film Festival and a Hank Williams tribute show] 
held thus far [under the Town’s banner] have shown it can be workable.”

Executive Committee members Gary Myers and Shields Richardson 
also chimed in to voice support. 

A second part of the agreement allows for the Town to use available 
Foundation property (~27 acres) for a performing arts center, housing, a 
child care center, snow storage and more.

During public comment, Tony Taylor said, “I applaud the approach 
being taken.” But, he wondered, “Was an acquisition considered? This 
seems like the tail wagging the dog.” 

Taylor’s point being, if the Town is taking the lead on all these programs 
and amenities, what’s the point of the Foundation still owning the prop-
erty? 

Mammoth Lakes Town Manager Dan Holler replied that if the Town 
acquired the property, it would make it very difficult for the foundation to 
fulfill its mission. 

Translation: The land and buildings are the last vestige of the Founda-
tion’s relevance.  

Mendel had it half-right. This isn’t a public/private partnership so 
much as public/zombie [corp.] partnership. Though to be fair, rent re-
ceived from the theater and snow storage will far outstrip the money the 
Foundation’s been able to raise the past few years. 

In the near-term, one of the more interesting aspects of the deal is the 
child care component. Holler said the Town plans to import/repurpose 
some of the portable classrooms formerly used at Mammoth High School 
and place them on Foundation property. It’s estimated the new facility 
could accommodate more than 100 children. 

According to the staff report in Council’s agenda, the last analysis con-
ducted of local childcare needs showed a deficit of 231 spots. 

july 9 & July 30 • 3-7pm • June Mountain

Tunes,Brews,
BBQ & VIEWS 

ride the Scenic J1 chair lift
to the top of June Mountain
for a tasty bbq, Beer Tasting from
Local Breweries, & live music

22/23 IKON PASS & JUNE PASS HOLDERS SAVE $10 ON MUSIC-ONLY TICKETS /  KIDS 12 & UNDER ARE FREE

two dates!

MUSIC-ONLY (AGES 13+) • $25 EARLY BIRD / $35 LATE OWL
MUSIC + BEER TASTING (AGES 21+) • $50 EARLY BIRD / $60 LATE OWL



C A L I F O R N I A

JUNE 29, JULY 1, 3, 7, 9, 13, 15, 17

JUNE 30,
JULY 2, 6, 8,
10, 14, 16

SIERRA CLASSIC THEATRE & MAMMOTH LAKES REPERTORY THEATRE PRESENT

Mammoth 
SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL

June 29-July 17, 2022

SPONSORED BY

Suggested donation of $15
MammothShakes.com

Join us for a free
Pre-Show Introduction

at 6 pm
Bring a Picnic or

Purchase Food & Drink
at the Bard's Tavern

*CONTAINS SEXUAL CONTENT

7 pmThe Woodsite
Wednesday - Sunday

*

Hilda Herrera Adler, Jo Bacon, John Cunningham, 
Roy & Jane Gillam, Joyce P. Kaufman & Robert B. Marks, 
Roger & Ruth MacFarlane, Valerie Mackay, Donald Sage

15-31
july

2 02 2

WITH SPONSORSHIP FROM: 

Scan to 
purchase 
tickets.
Or at the door on concert nights 
or at Booky Joint near Vons

Complete festival schedule & tickets:
ChamberMusicUnbound.org

Friday & Saturday 
Evening & Sunday 
Afternoon Concerts
AT CERRO COSO COLLEGE 
MAMMOTH LAKES, CA

estival

20
22 
SEASON

                                 2 Added Performances
  Twelfth Night - Mon. July 11th.
  Measure for Measure - Tues. July 12th.
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Pay attention to West Virginia  

Dear Editor:

Jack, a few observations on the July 2 
edition.

 Mr. Dutton’s letter exhorting the Coun-
cil to take a stand on Dobbs (overruling 
Roe) correctly observes that Dobbs was 
one of three important cases he identi-
fies, the other two being NY State Rifle 
& Pistol Association v. Bruen (declaring 
unconstitutional a law outlawing carrying 
a gun outside the home) and Kennedy v. 
Bremerton School District (declaring a 
Constitutional violation for preventing a 
coach from kneeling at midfield after a 
football game in silent personal prayer).

I do not disagree that these are all 
important. However, Court-watchers 
on both sides of the spectrum believe 
that the most far-reaching case is West 
Virginia v. EPA, which could alter the cur-
rent administrative state as we’ve known 
it through a newly announced “major 
questions doctrine”. Indeed, Justice Kagan 
in dissent said of the Court’s decision, “I 
cannot think of many things more fright-
ening”, as well she might, because the 
Court limited agency authority on large 
matters absent “clear Congressional au-
thorization”. The era of Court “deference” 
to agency actions appears to be coming to 
an end. Whether one thinks this is a good 
thing or a bad thing, it is as a legal matter 
head-and-shoulders more impactful on 
everyday American life than any other 
decision handed down this term, includ-
ing Dobbs, which at root simply returned 

the question of abortion to the states. 
Given California’s politics, no woman in 
this state will be affected by Dobbs; every 
Californian stands to be affected by West 
Virginia.

 
But enough about the Court. Let’s talk 

about you. Misdirection is a bugaboo that 
can be reliably counted on to rear its ugly 
head when referring to anything printed 
in the New Yorker. You’d be better advised 
to lift quotes from the Babylon Bee.

The article characterizes the parental 
rights movement in education as a few 
backward parents trying to “choose the 
version of American history they like best, 
a story of only their own family’s origins.” 
No evidence is produced for this in-
sidious allegation because there is none. 
What parents are trying to do is not stop 
telling “stories” of the origins of others, 
but rather to stop schools from distorting 
history through the lens of a Marxist-
based theory which insists that every-
thing in life must be viewed through the 
prism of race. If any one group does not 
fare identically to every other group, this 
is all the proof needed of systemic racism. 
The theory results in a pedagogy that one 
race, particularly heterosexual men of 
that race, are privileged and thus wicked, 
in need of excoriation, confession, and 
redemption, and everyone else is a noble 
victim requiring unquestioning affirma-
tion along with a heavier dose than we’re 
used to of government-imposed advan-
tage. 

Do you know that the majority of San 
Francisco parents who recently tossed 

see LETTERS, page 5

members of a school board for promoting 
elements of this “racial justice” move-
ment are Asian or of Asian descent? 
Do you believe that they were trying to 
reduce history to that of telling only the 
Asian “story” - or perhaps there might be 
more in play than the gaslighting New 
Yorker article lets on?

I wish to end on a positive note. I have 
been searching for some reason to think 
that Hartley’s football analysis is not the 
silliest feature of The Sheet. I believe I 
have found it. His obscene and ignorant 
rant (thanks for shortening the F-word) 
about the Supreme Court and the racially 
problematic comments about Justice 
Thomas elevates the football scribblings 
in comparison.

John Rogitz
Mammoth Lakes

I’m not sure what inspired this next let-
ter, as the reference made last issue was to 
Cassidy Hutchinson’s testimony about her 
boss, Trump Chief of Staff Mark Meadows, 
scrolling through his phone while the siege 
on the Capitol took place. I didn’t make 
any reference to Trump scrolling through 
his phone, Bill, Hillary, Russia or JFK. 

Back to the Woodshed 

HI! Mr. Lunch:

Your editorial describing former 
President Trump scrolling through his 
phone, while the Capitol is being over-
run, is laughable.  Trump is a much more 

intelligent person than you imagine of 
yourself.  You weren’t there, what makes 
you think you know what he was doing or 
even thinking?

You are part and party to the Left who 
blame Trump and the Conservatives 
with everything the Left is known to have 
themselves done - not Trump and the 
Right!

Stick with the basics - It was Bill and 
Hillary who colluded with Russia.  If you 
bothered to pay attention, even Comey 
and Mueller (FBI remember?) went to 
Russia for the Clintons.  Funny, you then 
accept every lie by Comey, Mueller, as 
well as every one of Bill and Hillary’s, 
as the gospel.  But you are incapable of 
doing your own research of who did what 
and when. 

Again it is laughable that you believe 
everything Comey and Mueller say about 
Trump and Russia, when they both were 
there, and Trump wasn’t.  Maybe you 
ought to stick with the weather report of 
the eastern Sierra, or is that above your 
capability as well?    

I came across a video from back in 2013 
exposing a lot of what went on during the 
JFK killing.  It is an education for naysay-
ers like you.  Click on the link below:  

<https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=b4lIq10BBKw> 

I have found much of what is said my-
self.  But Stone leaves out the one thing 
that truly ties LBJ into the killing.

Stone does correctly name LBJ’s hit-
man, and the fact that his fingerprints 
were on the 6th floor of the book deposi-
tory.  And Stone points out that LBJ did 
cancel JFK’s order to withdraw American 
troops from Vietnam.  But he left out one 
telling fact.   -  Years later, a first draft of 
LBJ’s order cancelling JFK’s order to pull 
Americans from VIetnam, was found 
dated the 21st of November 1963, the day 
before JFK was killed.

You can find those and even more 
truths about a number of front page 
murders in the book, “Dead Wrong”, by 
Richard Belzer and David Wayne.  There 
you will find more truths than you will 
want to know.  

You can get clean pre-owned copies 
of the book “Dead Wrong”, on eBay for 
$5.99 and free shipping. Or you can buy 
new ones if you prefer. But get a copy, and 
educate yourself.

You remind me of your fellow news-
man, the late Bob Todd. I caught him 
broadcasting trash. I wrote up a list of ev-
erything he had stated wrong on one sub-
ject, and took it to him.  He angrily threw 
it on the floor, and said that he didn’t 
have the time to check to see if what he 
was reporting was the truth or not. 

Is that your excuse too?  The American 
People want the truth, not your accepted 
lies from others. 

         
Bob Woodson 

Bishop 

In the editorial last week, I wrote, “I 
could quote the email I’ll receive from this 
column before it’s even written.” So here’s 
another one.  

Completely Discredited

Ted, 

I know by now that you’re aware that 
Cassidy Hutchinson’s testimony has 
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 SUMMER OF STEWARDSHIP

TRAIL 
DAYS

build-host-adopt-care-connect

2022

Sign up for shifts
to volunteer with the

Mammoth Lakes
trail crew and hosts!

Everyone is welcome!
Stewardship

opportunities are open
all summer long!
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LETTERS
continued from page 4
been completely discredited by Secret 
Service agents and other staff that were 
actually on the scene and have offered to 
testify to that under penalty of perjury. 
Her testimony is entirely hearsay and 
“something to that effect”! Do you think 
Pelosi’s kangaroo court will actually allow 
these agents to testify? What a laugh that 
[Jan. 6] commission is. Just start with no 
cross examination and go from there. 

Ted, how could you not know that 
this girl was not even present for almost 
everything she testified to? Did you 
not know she wanted badly to work for 
Trump after he left office? You make my 
point that you have to pay attention to 
all news sources, you really don’t. Pretty 
disappointed in you.

Allen Brown 
Mammoth Lakes

Editor’s reply: Mr. Brown refers to Ms. 
Hutchinson’s secondhand account of an 
incident that allegedly occurred in the 
Presidential limousine. 

She never claimed otherwise [that it 
was something she witnessed]. If the Secret 
Service refute the account, that’s fine.

It doesn’t discredit her entire testimony 
- certainly not her first-person testimony, 
nor does it absolve Mr. Trump from his 
role in what transpired on Jan. 6. 

USFS should be flexible 

Dear Editor, 

After reading about the predicament 
of Christina Gray, who is constantly 

BUNDLE YOUR TICKETS & SAVE

Bike Park Quad Pack – Only $175

Ride any 4 days this season for less than $44/day, with 
no blackout dates. Plus, enjoy the convenience of heading 
straight to the lift, shuttle or gondola – no need to stop 
at the ticket window after you pick up your ticket card.

Mono County Supervisors voted to 
continue to allow temporary cannabis 
delivery within the unincorporated parts 
of Mono County at their meeting July 5.

This was a follow-up item from the 
Board’s last meeting,where it passed a 
resolution to allow cannabis delivery to 
continue while it considers a more formal 
code amendment. This amendment will 
suspend a provision in the County code 
that prohibits cannabis delivery.  

Supervisor Stacy Corless made a 
motion to pass the amendment, which 
Supervisor Jennifer Kreitz seconded. The 
Board passed the amendment in a 5-0 
unanimous vote to suspend the prohibi-
tion. 

Tioga Green owner Cory Zila chimed in 
during public comment, saying: “This is 
really about our community and provid-
ing a service to our community. We have 
a lot of elderly people, especially out in 
Supervisor Peters area, that really would 
benefit from this. There’s nowhere for 
them to get cannabis up there. We also 
have a lot of people that can’t drive in 
our County. We’re just trying to keep the 
community safe and provide a service for 
people that are less fortunate than all of 

us that can walk into a store.” 
In other news, CAO Bob Lawton 

presented a maintenance agreement 
between Mono County and CalTrans that 
will provide the County with just over 
$100,000 for maintenance of restrooms 
and dumpster facilities, as well as for the 
commission of dumpsters and porta-
potties.  

This is a continuation of the dispersed 
camping mitigation efforts that the 
Board began last year. With the $100,000 
granted, in addition to $150,000 that 
the County is receiving from the Sierra 
Nevada Conservancy, the County will 
continue to “keep the public lands in bet-
ter shape”.

“I have already brought on board 
two seasonal trail aides through this,” 
explained Lawton. 

County Council Stacey Simon reviewed 
the legal words: “I just wanted to bring to 
the Board’s attention that the agreement 
doesn’t actually describe any of the work 
that the County will be providing.”

Sweet. Who doesn’t like a grant without 
strings attached? 

The Board approved the agreement 
unanimously

relocating in the forest in her little trailer, 
I decided to share what I encountered 
here in 1964. I also camped in the forest 
in the 14-foot trailer, but, under entirely 
different circumstances. 

The first summer I was welcomed 
to spend the entire summer on Lower 
Mammoth Creek. The following summer, 
I enjoyed residing in Mill City Camp-
ground, which no longer exists. 

Both summers, I was employed as a 
cook at the Alpine Coffee Shop. Finding 
permanent housing even back then was 
difficult and expensive. I wanted to stay 
in my cozy little trailer in the winter, but 
no facilities were available. 

I met a lot of local people while work-
ing at the Alpine Coffee Shop. One of 
them was Bill Murphy, who was the 
Head Ranger of the U.S. Forest Service, 
Mammoth District. Bill was very popular 
and a big booster of Mammoth and very 
desirous of helping the community any 
way he could. I asked him if I could park 
my little trailer in Old Shady Rest Camp-
ground next to the Forest Trail Road for 
the winter after the campground closed 
for the season. I told him I would keep 
my space spotless and use the bathroom 
at work for my personal hygiene. He 
warned me that no snow removal would 
take place until late spring. It was a mild 
winter and it was a great experience. 

I realize that the Forest Service could 
never consider a program like that today, 
but is it possible that the USFS might 
allow locally employed people to extend 
their stay in the dispersed camping areas 
outside of the Town limits. We have 
employers that need employees and 

we have employees that need housing. 
Proof of employment would be required 
and an agreement to follow all rules of 
fire safety and camp cleanliness would 
be expected of these summer seasonal 
workers. I would like to think that our 
current Mammoth Forest Service District 
Ranger would be sympathetic to our 

community’s needs and consider being 
flexible in the 14-day limit of camping in 
the same spot and the 21-day limit in the 
same Federal Forest. 

Dennis Hartman
Mammoth Lakes 
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To be honest, I think 

the football hasn’t 

moved. 

”

“

-Wendy Schneider 

LOCAL NEWS
APPELLATE COURT RULING STOPS LONG VALLEY DEWATERING
MONO COUNTY, Calif. (JULY 5, 2022) 
– Late last week, the First District Court 
of Appeal for the State of California 
reversed a March, 2021 Alameda 
Superior Court ruling requiring the 
Los Angeles Department of Water and 
Power (LADWP) to continue to provide 
water for wildlife habitat and scenic, 
recreational and economic resources 
on approximately 6,100 acres of land in 
Mono County - at least until such time 
as LADWP completes the required 
environmental review.

While the appellate court ruling 
initially appeared to be a setback for 
Mono County and the Sierra Club, who 
filed the lawsuit under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), 
the result is in fact an affirmation of 
the legal principles which the County 
and Sierra Club sought to enforce from 
the beginning – that LADWP cannot 
remove all water from the land under 
the guise of expired leases from 2010, 
without conducting any environmen-
tal review.

“During the course of the appeal, 
LADWP repeatedly represented to the 
court that it would not dry out lands 
in Long Valley and Little Round Valley 
without performing the required envi-
ronmental review” said Stacey Simon, 

Mono County Counsel. “In other 
words, LADWP conceded that it must 
conduct environmental review prior to 
drying out these valleys.”

The appellate court memorialized 
LADWP’s concession in its ruling, 
thereby establishing a legal framework 
under which LADWP must conduct 
environmental review if it pursues its 
previously announced plan to dewater 
Long Valley. “The court’s language is 
a vindication and endorsement of the 
principles which Mono County and 
Sierra Club sought to enforce in their 
initial complaint,” said Larry Silver, at-
torney for the Sierra Club.

The appellate court clearly took a 
different route than the trial court, 
holding LADWP to its own statements, 
rather than issuing a direct order to 
limit its future actions. However, under 
either approach, LADWP cannot dry 
out Long Valley and Little Round Val-
ley without first conducting environ-
mental review as required by CEQA 
(California Environmental Quality 
Act).

Consistent with the appellate court 
ruling, Mono County expects that 
LADWP will keep providing water to 
its leased lands in the region, even 
while drought conditions and climate 

change continue to be factors in the 
amount provided, as in prior years. 
This outcome is in line with a solution 
which Mono County had suggested to 
LADWP leadership prior to initiating 
litigation.

From the beginning, Mono County 
has attempted to work with LADWP 
to seek collaborative solutions and to 
steward the watershed that serves us 
all. “Litigation was a last resort to pro-
tect the land, water, 
and wildlife in Long 
Valley,” explained 
Bob Gardner, Chair 
of the Mono County 
Board of Supervi-
sors. “Mono County 
maintains its com-
mitment to work-
ing with the City 
of Los Angeles and 
LADWP in a shared 
effort to make the 
most effective and 
efficient use of 
California’s limited 
water resources in 
a manner that pre-
serves environmen-
tal and economic values and serves the 
needs of all Californians. 

However, if further litigation be-
comes necessary due to LADWP’s 
disregard for the appellate court’s 
ruling and repudiation of its own state-
ments to that court, then Mono County 
is prepared to take further legal action 
to protect its valuable natural and eco-
nomic resources.”

So that was the Mono County press 
release. 

The Sheet then called Friends of 
the Inyo Executive Director Wendy 
Schneider to get her take. 

She presented a good news/bad 
news picture. 

The good news is that LADWP can’t 
just dewater its leases without scien-
tific study. 

The bad news is, the order’s quite 
vague. 

While she said “LADWP has pro-

vided enough water since 2018 to keep 
the ranchers mostly happy,” the risk is 
that the agency will pursue a “Here’s 
all you need” strategy while shipping 
as much water as possible down south. 

There’s certainly been no signal, said 
Schneider, that LADWP’s ethos has 
changed. 

“They should be decreasing depen-
dency on our water,” she said. As in 
2-3% per year for the next 25 years. 

“To be honest,” 
she said, “I think 
the football hasn’t 
moved. It’s in the 
same spot.” 

We then spoke to 
Lynn Boulton of the 
Sierra Club Range 
of Light chapter.

Boulton worries 
that LADWP won’t 
put water where it’s 
needed to support 
the two Long Valley 
sage grouse leks. 

“In reviewing 
LADWP’s Adaptive 
Management Plan 

(i.e., Habitat Conservation Plan) for the 
sage grouse in Long Valley, it says there 
are no sage grouse in the upper Owens 
River area to warrant providing mini-
mum irrigation water to support them. 
So the only place the plan will apply is 
along McGee and Convict Creeks where 
the water supply is not available during 
a certain level of drought. (There are 
more sage grouse in the upper Owens 
River area though now.) This plan is 
only going to help under drought-lite 
conditions. The 900-acre feet of water 
that was provided for the sage grouse in 
2018 was too little, too late. It was not 
enough to push water through to the 
end of the diversions 26 and 27 (where 
the grouse are) and it came in July and 
August; not when it was most needed in 
the spring.”

There is certainly a correlation be-
tween water and counts. 

As Boulton says, when the sage grouse 
have to travel further afield from their 
nesting areas in search of food, they 
become coyote bait. 

“Wetlands just generate more bugs 
and a higher survival rate,” she said. 

“We’re hoping for progress on a long-
term water agreement with minimum 
[allotments] provided to ranchers,” said 
Boulton. “But I don’t see what incen-
tive there would be [from LADWP] for 
a long-term water agreement in Mono 
County.”  

 
  

 
 



By Crocetti
Burak sounds alarm regarding June Lake water 
WHAT’S IN YOUR WATER? 

Local hydrologists have reached out 
to The Sheet expressing concern 
for the future of June Lake’s water 

quality amidst the area’s aging infra-
structure, as well as changes in local hy-
drology due to developmental projects. 

“The aging infrastructure lends to the 
possibility of potential rust in the water, 
lead in the water, water contamination, 
from pipes basically rotting away and 
oxidizing,” explained Sue Burak, hydrol-
ogy expert and Principal of Snow Survey 
Associates, a local environmental con-
sulting firm. But it’s more than just that; 
there are also concerns of increased 
sediment in the surrounding area’s 
water sources and increasing levels of 
radioactive “alpha” particles found in 
the June Lake springs, both of which will 
affect water quality in the area.   

According to Burak, sediment levels 
in Gull and Silver Lake have not been 
analyzed since 1995. At that time, a U.S 
Geological Survey (USGS) was con-
ducted in cooperation with the Mono 
County Energy Management Depart-
ment that observed sediment deposi-
tion characteristics of Gull and Silver 
Lake from 1951-1994. 

The survey found that between 1964-
1994, water quality in the two lakes 
went down, with more sediment in the 
water being detected, as well as overall 
water levels dropping. During this time 
period, the survey found that the area 
of sediment deposition increased from 
0.32 to about 2.4 acres. The associated 
reduction in volume was 60 acre-feet 
at Gull Lake and 80 acre-feet at Silver 
Lake. In summary, the survey found 
significant decreases in water quality for 
Gull and Silver Lake during the 30 years 
leading up to the time it was conducted.   

There has been no follow up study 
looking at sediment levels in these lakes 
since 1995. 

Burak not only believes that the 
sediment deposition in these has likely 
worsened since 1995, threatening cur-
rent wildlife, but she also anticipates 
that this will be further exacerbated 
by the dismantling of the Rush Mead-
ows, Gem and Agnew dams for the 
13.01-megawatt SCE Rush Creek Reli-
censing Project taking place within the 
next year. The three reservoirs targeted 
by the project have historically provided 
storage for lake recreation during the 
summer, and allowed for electricity gen-
eration at the Rush Creek Powerhouse 
in the fall/winter. 

“Taking out dams and reducing 
storage at different lakes is really going 
to affect hydrology, and most likely 
affect the sediment deposition,” said 
Burak. “Powers that be, which I’d say 
are higher up than SCE, decided that 
the cost effectiveness in the area is no 
longer that great because we don’t have 
enough water storage. So they’re going 
to dismantle some of these dams. Issues 
from this will include water quality and 
displacement of sediment. Fish and 
Game has concerns about water tem-
perature and correct stream conditions 
for trout and associated invertebrates 
who inhabit the lakes,” said Burak. 

Though the dam project doesn’t di-
rectly affect the jurisdiction of the June 
Lake Public Utility District (JLPUD), it 

“helps to paint a larger picture of how 
water will be affected in the area,” said 
Burak. “Someone has to acknowledge 
it and deal with it,” she said. “Someone 
has to test the water.”

Another concern Burak identified has 
to do with the water quality of June Lake 
itself.  

When looking at June Lake on a map, 
there are no inlets - there are no streams 
feeding into it. And yet, the water level 
in that lake remains pretty constant. 
The reason this is the case is because of 
some snow melt, some occasional pre-
cipitation, but mostly because of springs 
located at the bottom of the lake. 

According to Burak, there are con-
cerns that these springs feeding into 
June Lake have increasing levels of 
alpha particles, which are radioactive. 
These particles form as uranium and 
decompose over time. “If your drink-
ing water is too high in these particles, 
you’re getting a dose of radiation, which 
is dangerous, and can be carcinogenic,” 
Burak explained. “Reverse osmosis 
would work to fix this. I don’t know the 
status of what kind of water treatment 
systems are in place currently for June 
Lake, but I do know that there are most 
likely increasing levels of these par-
ticles,” she said. 

The JLPUD addressed the uranium 
issue with respect to drinking water 
about five years ago, in 2017, with help 
from an Inyo-Mono Integrated Regional 

Water Management Program (IRWMP) 
grant. This grant provided funding for 
an “Ion Exchange System” to process 
uranium out of June Lake’s water. 

In the report, former JLPUD General 
Manager Richard Ciauri wrote, “over the 
past 3 years, we have been experiencing 
higher uranium test results that have 
now exceeded what the state allows. 
We believe this is a result of reduced 
lake level due to the ongoing drought 
conditions and decomposing natural 
materials within the lake that increases 
uranium levels.” The report goes on: “if 

the drought goes on, we expect uranium 
levels to continue to increase.” 

Despite the Ion Exchange system in 
place, local hydrologists are still wary 
about the water quality at June Lake. 

This includes Rick Kattelmann, retired 
local PhD Snow Hydrologist, who told 
The Sheet, “Between uranium in the 
water, radon underfoot, and UV through 
the thin air, people should stay away!”
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park 
   rec

Parks &
Recreation

FREE Swim Sundays  
at Whitmore Pool  
July 10, 17, 24, 31  •  12-6pm

Softball Tournament 
at Shady Rest Park

July 16-17  •  July 23-24

Coed Beach  
Volleyball Tournament 
at Shady Rest Park  •  July 30

Month!

July is

Your FREE guide to Town parks, 
facilities, pools, paths and trail map. 

Available from all Certified racks throughout 
Mammoth Lakes, along HWY 395, Town facilities  

and the Mammoth Lakes Welcome Center. 

MammothParksAndRec.com
 MammothParksNRec  •  (760) 965-3690

All Recreation     All The Time!

Learn more about Park 
and Recreation Month at  

nrpa.org/July

Get your Summer 
Recreation Guide!
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By Crocetti FOURTH OF JULY WEEKEND 

Learn More & Register
@ElevateMammoth.com

Single Class: $8
6 Pack:  $45 ($7.50 per class)
10 Pack: $65 ($6.50 per class)
20 Pack: $110 ($5.50 per class)
All Classes @ 121 College Pkwy.

OPEN GUIDED 
MEDITATION

Tues. 10 - 11 am
Wed. 5:30 - 6:30 pm

Begins July 12
with Cheryl Petersen

HEART & SOLE:
WALKING & FITNESS

CIRCUIT

Tues. & Thurs. 
12:15 - 1:15 pm

Begins July 14
with Debbie North

MOVE TO
IMPROVE

Mon. & Wed. 
12:15 - 1:15 pm

Begins July 13
with Debbie North

Kelly, Finley, Declan and Casey O’Neill from Mammoth

Mike and Sara Escobar from L.A. with their dog Rita, 
winner of the Chihuahua race @ the Village. 

Simone and Scottie 

MHS Cheerleaders Lily Miller, Noe McArthur, Marina 
Grate and Kaihla Halferty 

Left to right: Stephen and Mikai from Pasadena, Luke and Jay from Mam-
moth, and Nico and Harlow from Mammoth 

Brian Schuldt conducting at Pops in the 
Park, 

PHOTO: WILLIAMS
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H I LTO N  C R E E K 
Private Retreat 
• 1.25 Acres with Creek  

and Pond
• 3 BR/2BA Residence
• 1 BR/1BA Accessory  

Dwelling Unit
• Mountain and Lake Views
• Shown by Appointment
• Furnishings Included

NEW LISTING!

Katherine “Kit” Muhs
(760) 709-1094
ksmuhs@earthlink.net
DRE#01399947

P R I C E D  TO  S E L L 

$1,250,000

Chihuahua races in action at The Village

Sam, Olivia, Bowie and Brett Barlow from Mammoth
Monica Elizarraraz from Mammoth 

Abigail Sutch and Sasha Weinhart from 
Mammoth and San Diego, respectively 

Ezra Block from Mammoth with his water 
gun

Star and Richard, the couple on stilts

Arailym Kenzhebay and Anel Sharipova from Kazakhstan, along 
with Bennett McManus, during their first 4th of July in America

Signmaking pre-Roe protest



LUNCH
continued from page 2
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Hey Sean, I’ve got a Coors 

Light waiting for you out in 

my truck. 

”

“

-Brent Truax

In terms of foot-in-mouth moments, 
Brent Truax had a pretty good one 
Wednesday as the Town was honoring 
retiring Parks and Recreation 
commission members. 

Truax, speaking on behalf of Sean 
Turner, who had served on the com-
mission since 2009, joked, “Hey Sean, 
I’ve got a Coors Light waiting for you 
out in my truck.” 

Just what a guy who brews craft beer 
for a living wants to celebrate with - a 
Coors Light. 

My other favorite Truax moment 
from Wednesday was his speaking 
on behalf of the Limelight project. I 
couldn’t help but think he was trolling 
for a job. 

As for Betsy Truax, she stepped 
down from the Parks and Recreation 
Commission having served as Chair 
for the past eight years. 

It is widely believed that she plans 
to run for a seat on Mammoth’s Town 
Council this fall. 

Speaking of which, Town Clerk 
Jamie Gray said the dealine to file for 
a Council seat is August 12 - August 17 
if an incumbent does not file, which 
is anticipated because Lynda Salcido 
is leaving to become a Mono County 
Supervisor.

Town Manager Dan Holler talked 
about an uptick in local  Covid cases in 
his staff report, saying case numbers 
had doubled and were in the mid-40s 
last week. 

There were also a few hospitaliza-
tions. 

The Mammoth Shakespeare Festival 
had to cancel shows on Wednesday 
and Thursday due to a Covid outbreak 
within the cast, but should resume its 
performance schedule on Friday. 

And Mammoth’s 
Council has made a 
little lemonade out 
of the former ice 
rink site behind the 
Mammoth Library. 

On Wednesday, 
it voted to turn the 
existing concrete 
slab into one regu-
lation tennis court 
and two pickleball 
courts. 

Recreation Man-
ager Stu Brown 
believes the courts 
can be done by this 
summer at minimal cost. 

It’ll be on a year-to-year lease ar-
rangement with the school district. 

If/when the school district decides to 
use the property for its own ends, the 
Town will be on the hook to remove 
the slab and restore the property. Hol-
ler said current estimates pin that cost 
at approximately $100,000. 

Citizen Sandy Hogan urged Council 
not to forget about the sad plight of its 
current tennis courts - two of the six 
community courts are closed and an-

other two have earthquake fault-type 
cracks running through them. 

Redoing all six courts will cost $1 
million easy. 

Finally, a few more observations 
from the vault courtesy of the Wall 

Street Journal. 
The first is from 

the May 28-29 is-
sue, and was titled 
“Why Most Pastors 
Avoid Politics.” 

It caught my eye 
seeing as Bishop’s 
ministerial associa-
tion was very vocal 
during the Pride 
Month discussions. 

The article said, 
“Research shows 
that only a very 
small fraction of 
American pastors 
invoke politics from 

the pulpit.” 
A 2019 survey found just 25% had 

heard a sermon about gay rights. Or 
abortion.

Only 16% had heard Trump’s name 
evoked from the pulpit. 

But then it goes on to say that “some 
have done so [invoke politics] to raise 
the profile of the church.” 

The risk is that being overtly political 
means you’re not casting as wide a net. 
“It impedes the ability of the church 
to attract new members for long-term, 

sustainable growth.”
But my take is that in the short-

term, if membership is lagging and 
you’re worried about survival, there 
is a tendency to appeal to whatever is 
perceived as the core constituency. 

But the article cleverly leaves off 
with a story about basketball superstar 
Michael Jordan. When asked why he 
wasn’t more political, Jordan replied, 
“Because Republicans buy sneakers, 
too.” 

The second article was an editorial 
titled “Germany’s Energy Surrender” 
which presciently appeared in the Dec. 
23, 2021 edition. 

Ten years ago, Germany had 17 nu-
clear reactors. By the time the editorial 
was written, there were just three left, 
and all were expected to close by 2022. 
These reactors formerly produced a 
quarter of Germany’s electricity. 

“Berlin, at the self-made mercy of 
the sun and wind, is now deepening 
its reliance on Russian gas to keep the 
lights on. This is the background expla-
nation for its weak response to Russia’s 
aggression in Ukraine.”

This was pre-invasion. 
Post-invasion, there was an editorial 

entitled “A Lesson in Energy Masoch-
ism” which appeared in the March 2 
edition.

In 2020, Russia exported nearly three 
times more gas than Europe produced.

“A decade ago, multinational evergy 
companies including Chevron, Exxon 
Mobil, Shell and TotalEnergies were 
exploring Europe’s unconventional gas 
deposits with ambitions to repeat the 
U.S. shale boom. Then protests against 
fracking erupted across the continent, 
and one by one European govern-
ments surrendered to Russian energy 
dominance. 

Former NATO Secretary General 
Anders Fogh Rasmussen blamed Rus-
sia for fueling the fracking opposition. 
‘Russia, as part of their sophisticated 
information and disinformation opera-
tions, engaged actively with so-called 
non-governmental organizations - 
environmental organizations working 
against shale gas - to maintain depen-
dence on imported Russian gas.’” 

Finally, in the May 17 issue, there 
was a story about Wildfire Risk Mod-
eling from an entity called the First  
Street Foundation. 

It found that 1.5 million properties in 
the U.S. have 26% risk of wildfire over 
the next 30 years. 

2.7 million have a 14-26% risk.
6 million have a 6-14% risk. 
20.2 million have a 1-6% risk. 
49.4 million have deemed risk of less 

than 1%. 
The article stated that the website 

realtor.com has future plans to incor-
porate wildfire-risk data in its home 
listings. 

*Sorry for delayed delivery of paper 
this week. Breakfast in Carlsbad with 
daughter on Friday takes precedence. 
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with household incomes that averaged 
approx. $160,000. This exceeds Mam-
moth’s average household income of 
about $116,000. 

“These people are well-to-do. When 
they visit, they probably aren’t going to 
Vons to buy pasta to cook. Instead, they’re 
going out to eat at our restaurants every 
night, spending money on our services,” 
boasted Urdi. 

Downhill skiing was the top reason for 
all (first-time and repeat) visitors who 
traveled by air. These visitors averaged 
3-4 nights per stay, with most arriving on 
Thursday and leaving either Sunday or 
Monday. 

The Board then discussed tourist occu-
pancy. Though total average occupancy 
for Mammoth’s Fourth of July celebration 
this past weekend was considerably low 
(49%), according to MLT, this doesn’t 
necessarily mean that total revenue was 
down. 

“The numbers are still coming in on 
that,” said MLT Office Manager Emily Bry-
ant during her Marketing and Commu-
nication staff report. “But just to remind 
everyone, the occupancy report also 
doesn’t include second-home owners or 
renters who rent through unofficial rental 
properties. And, the occupancy has never 
exceeded 80% for a Fourth of July that 
lands on a Monday,” she said. 

*Editor’s note: Since the Fourth of July 
would land on a Monday once every seven 
years and MLT was founded ~2010 (if 
memory serves), Bryant’s statement might 
apply to one previous occasion. 

In the coming weeks, occupancy is 

expected to remain lower than usual, 
projected to hover around 50% for this 
coming weekend, followed by an expect-
ed increase to about 75% occupancy for 
the following weekend of July 16. 

“Because of TBID [Tourism Business 
Improvement District] and other things, 
low occupancy doesn’t necessarily mean 
low revenue,” reminded Bryant yet again. 

*Editor’s note: Huh? I don’t follow. 
Expanding on the topic of TBID, the 

MLT Board proceeded to vote to approve 
the TBID Ad Hoc Steering Committee’s 
Revised Recommendation to renewTBID 
for the next 10 years, starting July 1, 2023 
and ending on June 30, 2033. 

TBID rates will remain largely constant: 
1% for lodging, 1.5% for restaurants, 1.5% 
for retail businesses, but 2.5% for the ski 
area (this was presented as a voluntary 
increase, up from 2%). 

This is the first time that the Board has 
truly had the ability to increase rates by 
their own volition and approval, said  
Urdi. 

Board member Bill Sauser pointed out 
that the people of Mammoth Lakes have 
to agree to this, and the Town Council 
must vote to approve it as well, otherwise 
it cannot happen, even if all Mammoth 
businesses are on board. 

“The feedback I’ve gotten in the past 
couple weeks is that there is no need for 
any increase, even voluntary ones, and 
that MLT has too much money already. I 
hear complaints all the time,” explained 
Sauser. 

For this reason, Sauser was the only 
Board member to not vote in favor of the 
TBID renewal, stating that he was uncom-

www.mammothbreakfastclub.com

Now Accepting Credit Cards

Indoor / Outdoor Seating / Dog Friendly Patio
Real Vodka Homemade Bloody Mary’s,

Cocktails, Mimosa’s & Beer

Homemade Pastries, Muffins, Crossaints, Biscuits
Mexican Breakfast Specialties, Omelettes, & More

21 + Recreational 

Recreations Cannabis Store 
Eastern Sierra's #1 

Recreational Cannabis Store 
is now delivering 

Bulk Deals delivered to your front door 
Delivering on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays 

Order online the day before or 
by 9am for same day delivery 
• Ask about our local's discount

*Must be 21 years of age or older*

51005 HWY 395 Lee Vining, CA 
(760)709-2587

Open Monday thru Sunday 9am-9pm 
TiogaGreen.com 

CA State Cannabis License #Cl 0-0000619-LIC 

fortable with the 10-year commitment. 
Urdi was quick to remind him that the 
TBID can be rescinded in any year if 51% 
of businesses want to do so, but Sauser 
still didn’t budge. John Morris motioned 
to approve the increase, and all Board 
members voted in favor except for Sauser. 

The Board then delivered its financial 
report. This included mulling over the 
TOT collections from May 2022, which 
came in at $804,086, which was $273,086 
and 51% above budget. TOT collec-
tions year-to-date are now currently 
$25,140,380 on a budget of $13,711,000, 
landing MLT $11,429,380 and 83% above 
budget. 

During Dakota Snider’s Marketing 
and Events Staff report, he shared that 
searches for events in Mammoth have 
eclipsed lodging searches. Interestingly, 
India was two times higher than any other 
location in the world for internet searches 
of Mammoth Events.  

*Editor’s intrusion: Pass the Naan!
The third most common internet search 

related to Mammoth has been “where to 
find public showers in Mammoth Lakes,” 
with over 1,500 searches to date. 

“We all are seeing the thru-hikers in 
town,” said Snider, implying that this 
population accounted for the increase in 
searches, neglecting to mention that at 
least a quarter of Mammoth’s workforce 
currently live out of their cars. 

The Community Recreation Center 
(CRC) is supposedly back under con-
struction yet again, with beams going 
back up. “There’s some fabric there al-
ready. It’s been tough getting to this point, 
but it’s finally going on,” said Sauser. 

Sauser also pointed out a problem that 
has been created by changing all camp-
ground reservations from first come, first 
serve to reservation-only following Covid. 
“I’m seeing campgrounds sitting at half 
capacity because spaces are all reserved 
and then the people don’t show up. The 
way that these sites are being doled out, 
the Forest Service is taking money at a 
rate of 100% capacity, holding onto the 
reservations, and not necessarily giving 
them out to anybody else when nobody 
shows up. That’s frustrating to see,” said 
Sauser. 

Sauser, who first moved to Mammoth 
when there were only 300 residents, con-
tinued: “When I moved here, there were 
more beds renting in Long Valley and 
Crowley Lake than there were Mammoth. 
The difference was not just Dave McCoy, 
it was that the people who moved here 
wanted it to grow and wanted it to grow 
responsibly. And those people are no 
longer here. So there’s an education that 
has to happen ...The importance of events 
aren’t just to draw people to Mammoth, 
but to do what we’ve talked about, to 
push people to other places, to disperse 
them, so that the locals can be happy as 
well as the visitors. Don’t lose sight of 
how important that is, so that it’s not just 
all visitor-driven.” 

The Mammoth Lakes Tourism Board 
meets again on August 3 at 1 p.m. in Suite 
Z above Vons Pharmacy in Mammoth.
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By Gayla Wolf “ANNIE” DAZZLES

Genevieve Pietz, Olivia Garcia and Malena Dell

Reece Morley, Natalie Chien, Anabelle Acala, Gracen Rossi, Ellery Calloway, Tulie Saenz, Emma Harry, Lacy Warburton, Emera Curry, 
Sydney Garcia, Danni Fitzgerald, Ellie Milos

Nathaniel Stratton

Liliana Whitmore, Patience Williams, Zachariah Downard

In the green room ... 

On Friday, July 1, Playhouse 395 hosted two performances of its 
youth theater production of “Annie” in the Bishop Union High 
School theater. Photographer Gayla Wolf said it was the best youtb 
theater production she’s ever seen in Bishop - and she’s seen a few!



Director Jenn Davis and Teraena Ganoung 
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4TH OF JULY EVENT
JUNE 29–JULY 11

Clark+Kensington® and Royal® 
Interior and Exterior Paint Gallons◊

Limit 2 discounted gallons per transaction. 
Discounted gallon must be of equal or lesser value. 
Offer valid in-store only.

50%
OfF

BUY ONE 
GET ONE

2 
F O R

$1100‡

S A L E

Tintable base gal. size cans may contain a lower initial volume of paint as indicated on label in order to allow the addition of colorant & mixing.

Rust-Oleum® Stops Rust  
Spray Enamel, 12 Oz.
Available in assorted colors and finishes.
RED HOT BUY

‡MUST BUY 2 OR MORE

$10SAVE
INSTANTLY
WITH ACE
REWARDS CARD *

on select Cabot® Exterior Stains
Limit 4 per household.
RED HOT BUY

Evan Starosta, Teagan Orr and Morgan Dell Orr and Dell 

Danni Fitzgerald, Sydney Garcia and Natalie Chien Noble Davis and Patience Williams 
Lacy Warburton, Anabelle Alcala, Gracen Rossi, Reece 
Morley, Emma Harry, Ellery Calloway, Ellie Milos
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Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

LESS ARGUING & MORE BEER
MAKES THE WORLD A BETTER PLACE

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC

m a m m o t h

GEAR
EXCHANGE

106 S. Main St., Bishop (760) 873-4300

Happy Hour/
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill. 
Pursuit of Happiness Hour Daily 
3-6 p.m.  and extended Pursuit of 
Happiness hour Mon.&Thur. 3-8 p.m. 
More info: see ad p.18
Austria Hof Happy Hour 
4-6:30 p.m. Sun-Thurs/4-6 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday. 
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour every 
day from 4-7 p.m. Monday happy hour 
all day. And Taco Tuesdays are back! 
More info: see ad p.3
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour: 4-6 
p.m. daily. $6 dollar menu items, 
drink specialsMore info: see ad p.13
Petra’s happy hour until 6 p.m. 
Signature cocktails, special menu.  
Roberto’s Happy Hour: 2-5 p.m. daily. 
The Mogul happy hour 5:30-6:30 
p.m. in the bar with food and drink 
specials. 
Lakanuki happy hour 3-6 p.m. daily. 
Mammoth Tavern Happy hour 4-5:30 
p.m. 1/2 off drink and app. specials
Distant Brewing happy hour 3-5 p.m, 
Monday-Thursday
Wanaaha Casino happy hour 4-6 p.m. 
daily. 

July 8-9/
Giddy Up! Country Music event 
in the Village at Mammoth Events 
Plaza. Starts 5 p.m. both nights. Free 
admission. 

Saturday, July 9/
Party at June Mountain from 3-7 
p.m. at June Mountain in June 
Lake. Includes scenic rides up June 
Mountain Ski Area’s J1 chairlift for 
an alpine party featuring a BBQ, live 
music, and beer tastings from local 
Sierra breweries.

July 9-10/
Bodie 601 plays the Village at 
Mammoth’s “Unplugged in the Yard” 
series. Starts 3 p.m. Location: Opposite 
Smokeyard and Lakanuki

Sunday, July 10/
Cardinal Village in Aspendell hosts 
live acoustic music every Sunday 
from 12-3 p.m. 

Thursday, July 14/
Live Loops from Joey Henderson as 
he plays the Liberty Bar in Mammoth. 
Time: 7-9 p.m. 

Friday, July 15/
Open mic night @ the Looney Bean 
in Bishop. Starts 6 p.m. 

July 15-16/
The Hinges (funky Blues w/members 
of Fishbone) play the Liberty Bar in 
Mammoth. Time: 9 p.m. each night. 

Sunday, July 17/
Ordinary Elephant (folk) plays 
C5 Studios in Bishop. Doors at 7 
and concert at 7:30 p.m. Suggested 
donation: $20. Location: 210 S. Warren 
St. 

Friday, July 8/
Eastern Sierra Artists and the City 
of Bishop host the summer’s first 
Friday Night Market in downtown 
Bishop on Academy St. between Main 
and Warren Sts. Time: 5:30-9 p.m. 
Free event featuring live music, local 
artisans, fun for the whole family. For 
vendor info, call/text Gaye Mueller @ 
760.937.2942. 

July 8-17/
The Mammoth Shakespeare Festival 
continues at The Woodsite. Time: 7 
p.m. nightly Friday through Tuesday, 
with alternating productions of 
Measure for Measure and Twelfth 
Night so you have to go at least twice! 
Suggested donation $15. Bring a picnic 
or purchase a drink on-site at the Bard’s 
Tavern.

Saturday, July 9/
Hydrology of the Sierra Nevada at 
Virginia Lakes with Friends of the 
Inyo Trail Ambassador Bradley Olson. 
Meet  Virginia Lakes Trailhead. Time: 9 
a.m.-12:30 p.m.Space limited. RSVP to 
friendsoftheinyo.org to secure a spot. 
Historic Benton Hot Springs 
presents: Charlie Tant, Benton’s 
Legendary Lion Hunter - Catered 
Dinner & Presentation. Bill Bramlette 
shares tales from his personal 
memories and those of others Price: 
$75 - all proceeds to Historic Benton 
Hot Springs nonprofit. Call for 
reservations @ 760-933-2493

July 9-10/
Inyo Rock Daisy Campout & Sunrise 
Hikes with Friends of the Inyo. 
Join the Friends for a campout at 
Conglomerate Mesa and a sunrise 
hike to see the Inyo Rock Daisy in 
bloom. Space very limited to minimize 
environmental impacts. Please RSVP @ 
friendsoftheinyo.org. 
June Lake Chipper Weekend. 
Location: June Mountain Parking Lot, 
9-4 each day. Make your home Fire 
Safe, and bring your tree branches, 
brush and other natural woody material 
from around your home and we will 
chip it for you. 
  
Monday, July 11/
Mammoth Lakes Housing Board 
meets. Time: 6 p.m. Location: Suite Z, 
Minaret Mall or attend online. Access 
via townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 
Bishop City Council meets. Time: 
6 p.m. Location: Council Chambers 
@ 301 West Line St. or attend online. 
Access via cityofbishop.com.
Free concert in Bishop City Park 
courtesy of Bishop’s Community 
Band. Time: 8-9:30 p.m. Classical, 
big band, ragtime. BYO lawn chairs/
blankets/snacks. 
 
July 11-13/
Mosaics Camp taught by Kristi Day 
@ the Mammoth Community Center. 
Three different age groups. 1-2 hours/
day. $75 for the class. Your child will 
have a completed project by the end of 
camp. Info/register: www.monoarts.
org. 

Tuesday, July 12/
Mono County Board of Supervisors 
meets @ 9 a.m. in the first floor of the 
Civic Center in Mammoth Lakes, 1290 
Tavern Rd. That or attend via Zoom. 
Link: https://monocounty.zoom.
us/j/84553599790

SAFE · RELIABLE · FRIENDLY · AFFORDABLE

LYNCH
H O S P I T A L I T Y

Full-service Hosting w/Housekeeping and 
Nightly Rental Support Services

(760)709-2757• lynchospinquiry@gmail.com

 L i c e n s e # 8 8 3 2

Friday thru
Sunday 

TOWN STUFF

Sierra Electric TBDSIERRA    
ELECTRIC 

760-920-3547
Sean Flavin, Owner

Lic # 923994
Service Calls
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Tuesday, July 12 (cont.)/
Inyo County Board of Supervisors 
meets. Public session starts 10 a.m. 
Attend in-person at Council Chambers 
in Independence (224 S. Edwards 
St.) or attend online. Find login 
information at www.inyocounty.us 

July 12, 14/
ESIA naturalists discuss the natural 
history of the Mono Basin on the 
patio of the Mono Basin Scenic Area 
Visitor Center in Lee Vining every 
Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30 a.m.–
1:30 p.m.

Wednesday, July 13/
Mammoth’s Planning and Economic 
Development Commission meets. 
Time: 2 p.m. Location: Suite Z, Minaret 
Mall or attend online. Access via 
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 
Farmers Market @ the Mammoth 
Promenade on Main St. Time: 4-7 
p.m. Enjoy the sounds of Eddy Evans 
playing the Liberty Bar. Buy fresh 
goods. 

Thursday, July 14/
Mono Arts Council Art & Wine class. 
Soft Pastels Plein Air with Randall 
Smith. Location: Valentine Reserve. 
Time: 3 p.m. Info/register: www.
monoarts.org. 
Village at Mammoth Summer Movie 

By Jon Klusmire

In a nutshell: LADWP 

owns the land and water 

and sets the terms.

”

“

-Klusmire

KLUSMIRE
WELCOME TO THE CLUB
The Los Angeles Department of 

Water and Power convinced 
the California Court of Appeal 

that LADWP could pretty much do 
whatever it wants regarding providing 
or withholding irrigation water on its 
land in Long Valley and Little Round 
Valley.  

Mono County, which brought 
the suit against LADWP, noted in a 
press release that the appeals court 
ruling was sort of good, since it 
would hold LADWP to its word to 
complete an environmental review 
before it stopped providing water to 
agricultural leases on 6,100 acres in 
Long Valley and Little Round Valley. 

The county sternly declared that 
it would make sure that happened, 
and if it didn’t the county would go 
right back to court to hold LADWP 

accountable. 
The Friends of the Inyo/Keep Long 

Valley Green linked to a blog on 
Public News Service that declared, 
“The futures of tourism, wildlife 
and ranching in Mono County are 
now at the mercy of the Los Angeles 
Department of Water and Power.” 

It is safe to assume that Inyo 
County’s water warriors who have 
been battling LADWP since the 1970s 
would say to Friends of the Inyo and 
Mono County, “welcome to the club. 
What took you so long?” 

The appeals court outlined the 
reasoning behind the ruling, which 
reversed a previous superior court 
ruling that held LADWP had to 
complete the environmental review 
before changing the historic water 
regime on the leases and also keep 

sending water to the pastures in 
question. 

Here are some excerpts from the 
ruling by the First District Court of 
Appeal for the State of California. The 
case hinged on LADWP’s announced 
plan in 2018 to not provide any water 
to the lease lands, which it owns. The 
ruling cited terms of the 2010 leases 
which are still in effect when it comes 
to providing irrigation water. 

The 2010 Leases state that “water 
supplies to all land classified for 
irrigation (alfalfa and pasture) will 
be delivered in 
an amount not 
to exceed five 
(5) acre-feet per 
acre per irrigation 
season, subject 
to conditions 
stated in” the 
preceding water 
supplies section. 
The irrigation 
water section 
goes on to state, 
“The water supply 
for a specific 
lease is highly 
dependent upon 
water availability 
and weather 
conditions; due 
to this, delivery of 
irrigation water may be reduced in dry 
years.”

“However, the 2010 Leases begin 
the discussion of water supplies by 
stating, “It is understood and agreed 
to by Lessee that this lease is given 
upon and subject to the paramount 
rights of [Los Angeles] with respect to 
all water and water rights . . . .” Most 
significantly, the 2010 Leases further 
state, “Lessee further acknowledges 
and agrees that pursuant to Section 
220(3) of the City of Los Angeles City 
Charter, any supply of water to the 
leased premises by [Los Angeles] is 
subject to the paramount right of [Los 
Angeles] at any time to discontinue 
the same in whole or in part and 
to take or hold or distribute such 
water for the use of [Los Angeles] 
and its inhabitants. Lessee further 
acknowledges and agrees that there 
shall be no claim upon [Los Angeles] 
whatsoever because of any exercise 
of the rights acknowledged under this 
subsection.”

“The plain language of the last 
provision accords Los Angeles the 
right to do precisely what Mono 
County contends it did: curtail 
water deliveries for the purposes of 
increasing water deliveries to Los 
Angeles’ residents.”

“We … therefore conclude the 2010 
Leases … includes the provision of 
irrigation water subject to changing 
water availability and Los Angeles’ 
right to reduce water allocations to 
free up water for its own purposes, 
so long as such reductions do not de 

facto convert the 2010 Leases into dry 
leases.”

The ruling listed at least a decade 
of water deliveries to the Long Valley 
and Little Round Valley leases. 
Rarely in those years did the water 
delivery hit the 5 acre feet per acre 
cited in the leases, and more than a 
couple of times no water at all was 
delivered. And, critically in the courts 
view, LADWP continued to dole 
out irrigation water after the 2018 
announcement of changing the leases 
to “dry leases” without irrigation 

water. 
The conclusion 

was LADWP had 
not “dewatered” 
the leases and 
was continuing 
to provide water 
based on the 2010 
lease terms. Thus, 
no need for an 
environmental 
review. 

However, the 
court noted, “Los 
Angeles does 
not dispute that 
it is required to 
engage in CEQA 
analysis before 
implementing 
the new proposed 

leases, and it notes that it has issued 
a notice that it is undertaking 
environmental review of those new 
leases.”

In a nutshell: LADWP owns the 
land and water and sets the terms of 
the leases based on needs in LA, not 
the economy of the Eastern Sierra, 
viewsheds, tourism, wildfire danger, 
wildlife issues or pleas from an 
outraged public or local governments 
to “do the right thing.”

It will only do what it is ordered to 
do by the courts because its only job 
description, the only reason it exists, 
its first priority, its single-minded goal 
for more than 100 years is to provide 
water to Los Angeles. 

Everything else barely makes the “to 
do” list.

Jon Klusmire of Bishop is betting 
Mono County and FOI will keep 
battling because, as Hunter Thompson 
said, “Anything that gets your blood 
racing is probably worth doing.”

*Addendum: Regarding getting 
dunked for my bad water math in a 
recent column, my methodology: The 
Mammoth Lakes Community Water 
District webpage states it serves 8,200 
permanent residents, not the 7,191 
census figure for 2020 cited by Sharon 
Clark. Since Mammoth is rarely 
without some second-homeowners or 
visitors, I rounded up to 9,000.   

Gotta love picky readers and letter 
writers.

AT THE MOVIES

Series kicks off with a screening of 
“Dog” (PG-13) in the Village Plaza. 
Starts 8:30 p.m. 

Friday, July 15/
Friends of the Inyo presents Geology 
of the Eastern Sierra in Mammoth 
Lakes with Will Young. Take in the 
Mammoth Lakes Basin with Will and 
learn about the geology of the Eastern 
Sierra Nevada. This is a moderate 1.2 
mile RT hike with 375' of elevation 
gain. Meet Heart Lake Trailhead at the 
north end of the Duck Pass Trailhead 
parking lot. Hike starts at 9 a.m. and 
will wrap up around 11:30-12:00. Come 
prepared. Space limited. RSVP @ 
friendsoftheinyo.org. 

July 15-31/
Unbound Chamber Music Festival 
kicks off @ Cerro Coso College in 
Mammoth. More info: See ad page 
three. 

Sunday, July 17/
Village at Mammoth Summer Movie 
Series continues with a screening of 
“Soul” (PG) in the Village Plaza. Starts 
8:30 p.m. 
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Garage Sale

                   NO CLASS-IFIEDS

Sierra Employment Services, Inc.
is hiring for the following positions:

 

Remodel Carpenter – Bridgeport
 A/P Clerk – Bishop

 Accountant – Bishop
 Remodel Carpenter – Mammoth

 CFO – Bishop
 Administrative Assistant – Mammoth

 Assistant Property Management – 
Mammoth

 Staffing Coordinator – Bishop
 Line Cook – Bishop

 General Labor – Bishop and Mam-
moth

 Warehouse Laborer – Mammoth
 Warehouse Technician 1 – Mammoth
 Class B Driver & Laborer – Mammoth

 Construction Watch - Mammoth

Call us for details!
 760-924-0523   760-873-8599

www.SierraEmployment.com

Mammoth Hospital is NOW HIRING!
We have an immediate need for the fol-

lowing positions:
·Cook/Food Service Worker
·Night Shift Nursing Supervisor
·Family Medicine Patient Access Repre-

sentative
To view more open positions and apply, 

please visit our website at https://mam-
moth-hospital.breezy.hr/ 

    
   Shilo Inn is accepting applications for FT 
housekeepers, FT maintenance worker and 
Front desk/night auditor. Immediate Front 
Desk opportunity starting at $18/hour. 
Please call Human Resources (Sarina Quin-
tero) at 925.813.2331 or email your resume 
to squintero@marquishotelsgroup.com. 

Old New York Deli and Bagel Co. in the 
Village at Mammoth is now hiring a baker. 
FT/PT. Great pay, great tips, great team. Ap-
ply in person. 760.934.3354 

 

A busy rental office needing assistance 
for a front desk position.  Must live in 
Mammoth and have reliable transporta-
tion.  Duties include answering phone calls, 
processing reservations, checking units and 
dealing with customers/owners.  Please 
email resume at info@mammothres.com     
   Maintenance person needed for a busy 
property to help around the project.  Du-
ties are minor maintenance and cleaning 
around the project. Please email resume/
experience at info@mammothres.com
possible housing available in the future ,no 
pets allowed.

Restaurant SKADI seeks a new, passion-
ate cook. Modern kitchen, competitive wage 
and tip package. Please text 760.914.0962 or 
email info.skadi@gmail.com

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Reservations Desk Clerk immediate 
opening at the Double Eagle Resort and 
Spa in June Lake CA (20 min from mam-
moth).  Must have excellent customer 
service and computer skills.  Full or part 
time, health benefits, fitness membership 
and PTO.  Great place to work! Email jobs@
doubleeagle.com

Creekside Spa and Fitness Desk at the 
Double Eagle Resort and Spa, immediate 
opening for enthusiast team member.  Help 
in creating a wonderful experience for our 
spa and fitness center guests.  Customer 
service, computer, cleaning, food service.  
Full or part time, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work!  
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com

Restaurant Server for Eagles Landing 
Restaurant at the popular Double Eagle 
Resort and Spa in June Lake CA.  Experience 
in restaurant service, computers and work-
ing as team member are essential.  Full and 
part time available, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work. 
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com 

Restaurant Food and Beverage Man-
ager  for Eagles Landing at the popular 
Double Eagle Resort and Spa in June Lake 
CA.  Work with an outstanding staff, Kitchen 
Manager and General Manager ensuring 
our customers experience the best in cui-
sine and service.  Experience in restaurant 
service, events and employee management 
essential.  Full time only, health benefits, 
fitness membership and PTO.  Email jobs@
doubleeagle.com   

 

 

Now Hiring at Crowley Lake Fish Camp! 
We’re looking for an energetic, team-orient-
ed Chef, for our outdoor grill. Experience 
preferred but not necessary. This is a sea-
sonal, part-time position, serving lunches 
Friday through Sunday until Labor Day. 
Please send your resume crowleylakefish-
camp@gmail.com or contact us at 760-935-
4301.

    Alpenhof Lodge is accepting resumes/
applications for Night Audit and Front Desk 
positions.  We are looking for year round, 
full and part time team members that 
are able to work weekends and holidays.  
Housing Option May Be Available For The 
Right Individual. Apply in person at 6080 
Minaret Rd, Mammoth

Work with Vacasa - a growing, dynamic, 
newly public vacation rental company 
with properties all over North America

We are currently looking for Housekeep-
ers in the Mammoth Lakes, CA area.

$23/hr w/ mileage reimbursement. Must 
have reliable transpo. No exp needed.

If you or anyone you know might be 
interested, please visit our website at www.
vacasa.com/careers

    

Mammoth Gear Exchange in Bishop and 
Alpine Approach in Mammoth seek team 
members. ay dependent on experience. 
Mammoth Mountaineering Supply and Al-
pine Approach Ski pass included. Sales help 
wanted. Jobs@Mammothgear.com Inquiries/
resumes to: dave@mammothgear.com

Immediate Opening At Blizzard. The 
position is Monday-Friday 9 am- 3 pm. 
Weekends off!  Join our growing company! 
We’re building a strong team of people with 
a number one goal to expand our company, 
and take care of property owners and ten-
ants. We are looking for someone who is flu-
ent in both English and Spanish and is able 
to read and write in Spanish. In this position, 
you will play a key role by performing vari-
ous administrative and clerical tasks. You 
should be comfortable undertaking a variety 
of activities in the office, including answer-
ing the phone, taking maintenance requests, 
processing rental applications, and more. 

If you are looking for an exciting employ-
ment opportunity, we are the employer for 
you! Please submit your resumes to jerrica@
blizzardpm.com Pay based on experience.
jerrica@blizzardpm.com or call 760-934-
4455 ext./ 01 

 

I hope to see you ... on Bastille Day. Be-
cause I love a man who’s well hung!

PERSONALS

Help Wanted

    Holiday Haus Motel is hiring for “House-
keeping”.  Starting pay is $21/hr. DOE Call 
760-934-2414 or send resume to holiday-
hausmammoth@gmail.com, you can also 
stop by the office at 3905 Main Street.
   Holiday Haus is also hiring for “Mainte-
nance Staff”.  Starting pay is $25/hour DOE
Contact info: See above. 

Mammoth Verizon is accepting applica-
tions for a full time Sales Associate position.

Wage + Commission + Bonus + paid vaca-
tion. Typical earnings of $18-$25 per hour.

No experience is necessary, bilingual 
English/ Spanish is a plus. Please apply in 
person at 126 Old Mammoth Rd, Suite 109, 
Mammoth Lakes.

Dental Orthodontic Assistant P/T Thurs/
Fri in Mammoth Email Resume Dr. Mogave-
ro drm@syncyoursmile.com Will Train    

    
 The Whitebark Institute is seeking a 

climate-conscious, science-oriented self-
starter to provide expertise in the area of 
wildlife biology as part of an interdisciplin-
ary team hired to conduct environmental 
planning services to support the Eastern 
Sierra Pace & Scale Accelerator grant award. 
Visit whitebarkinstitute.org for the full job 
description and description of benefits.

Year Round Benefitted Position   Apply 
Today!

Eastern Sierra Transit Authority is look-
ing for a Utility worker in Mammoth. The 
utility position is responsible for cleaning 
and servicing our buses, grounds, bus stops 
and office areas.  Good driving record re-
quired.  Pay Rate $20.50-23.50 per hour.

Benefits include:
Paid time off
Paid Holidays
MMSA Ski Pass
Health Insurance and more
Call 872-1901 for more information or 

stop by our office at 210 Commerce Drive in 
Mammoth.

Part-time OR Full-time Reservation / 
Office Assistant: We have an opening for a 
Part-time OR Full time Reservation / Office 
Assistant. We are an 84 unit vacation condo 
complex, with roughly 50 units in our rental 
program. Applicant must be dependable 
with excellent customer service skills.

Part-time work days / hours: Thurs, Fri, 
Sat (8am – 5pm) Full-time work days / 
hours: Tues through-Sat (8am – 5 pm)

Skills: Excellent customer service skills, 
basic typing, knowledge of Microsoft Word. 
Knowledge of “Escapia” reservation program 
is a plus – but we will train.

Bring Resume to: Rental Office at 895 Can-
yon Blvd, Mammoth Lakes (8 am - 5 pm) or 
email to: dwooten@stantoncondos.com

Help Wanted

     
 

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MONO 

 
 

Job Announcement 
 
 

The Superior Court of 
California for Mono County 

invites appl icat ions for 
the posit ion of 

 
 Court Operat ions 

Manager 
 in the Mammoth Lakes 

Courthouse. 
 

Monthly Salary Range: 
$7,301 - $9,783 DOE 

 
Application forms and a job 

description may be obtained on the 
court’s website, 

https://www.mono.courts.ca.gov/ge
neralinfo/employment.htm, 

 or call the court at (760)923-2321. 
 

 
Closing Date: Open Until Filled 

 
The Superior Court of California, 

Mono County, is an equal 
opportunity employer. 

 
 

 

� 
JOB OPENINGS 

Full-Time Pos itions 

Public Works Maintenance Worker
$48,239 – $67,877 + competitive 
benefits package

 

Temporary Seasonal Pos itions 

Temporary Maintenance Worker I – 
Parks
$18.19 - $21.06 

Temporary Maintenance Worker I – 
Trails
$18.19 - $21.06

For more information and to apply, 
please visit 

www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov 

 July 9-10, 7am-2pm 5153 Hwy 6 Chalfant.
All Household furniture, TV stereros, table 
saw, filing cabinets, 2000 VW Sand rail, & so 
much more.



Notice Inviting Bids

NFL 
BAKER, BAKER, 5TH RD. (MAYBE) MAKER 

 PERSONALS
I saw you ... at the Lions Club Pancake 

Breakfast. As I suspected, you really know 
how to inhale the sausage. 

I saw you ... fear a recession, but really, 
you weren’t blessed with much to begin 
with. 

Request for Bids – Center St. & Hwy 203 Sanitary Sewer 
Upgrade Project

The Mammoth Community Water District is soliciting 
bids for the Center St. & Hwy 203 Sanitary Sewer Upgrade 
Project.  The work includes removal of an existing 10” 
ACP sanitary sewer line and installation, at the same 
grade, of a 15” SDR 35 PVC line.  

This project includes traffic control, wastewater diver-
sion, and acquiring encroachment permits from CAL-
TRANS and Hwy 203.

 Copies of the bid package, including instructions to 
bidders, can be found at https://mcwd.dst.ca.us/  or by 
contacting Jake Trauscht at 760-934-2596 ext. 290. 

A mandatory bid walk will be held on Tuesday July 12 at 
11:00AM local town, Complete Bids are due no later than 
5:00 PM Thursday July 21, 2022. Any bids received after 
this deadline may be returned to the bidder unopened.                                                
        
                                                                                     TS #2022-0121

Notice of Vacancies 

Notice of Election
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a General Municipal 
Election is to be held in the Town of Mammoth Lakes on 
Tuesday, November 8, 2022 for the following officers:

Three (3) members of the Town Council for a full term of 
four years.

The nomination period for these offices begins on Mon-
day, July 18, 2022 and closes on Friday, August 12, 2022.

If nomination papers for an incumbent officer of the 
Town are not filed by August 12, 2022 (the 88th day 
before the election), the voters shall have until the 83rd 
day before the election, August 17, 2022, to nominate 
candidates other than the person(s) who are incumbents 
on the 88th day before the election, for that incumbent’s 
elective office.  This extension is not applicable where 
there is no incumbent eligible to be elected. 

If no one or only one person is nominated for an elective 
office, appointment to the elective office may be made as 
prescribed by Section 10229, Elections Code of the State 
of California.

The polls will be open between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 
8:00 p.m.

All interested registered voters or interested parties 
having questions relating to the election are invited to 
contact the Town Clerk at Town Hall, Minaret Mall, and 
(760) 965-3602.

Dated: July 1, 2022    
JAMIE GRAY, Town Clerk                                                      
                                                                                      TS #2022-0118
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SPECIAL DISTRICT VACANCY NOTICE
Member, Board of Trustees MAMMOTH LAKES MOS-
QUITO ABATEMENT DISTRICT
Current vacancies: Five (5) expired terms

There are currently five (5) vacancies for expired terms on 
the MAMMOTH LAKES MOSQUITO ABATEMENT DIS-
TRICT to be filled by appointment of the Mono County 
Board of Supervisors.

 These five vacancies are for members of the Board of 
Trustees, which are appointed at-large for either two or 
four year terms at the Board of Supervisors’ discretion, 
and will serve without compensation.
Qualifications for appointment:
• Voter in Mono County and resident of portion of Mono 
County within District;
• A member of town council may be appointed if meets 
other qualifications;
• Experience, training, and education in fields that will 
assist in the governance of the District; and
• Represents interests of the public as a whole.
(Health & Safety Code Section 2022.)
To apply:
Individuals interested in serving on the Mammoth 
Lakes Mosquito Abatement District Board of Trustees 
should submit an application to the Clerk of the Mono 
County Board of Supervisors, P.O. Box 715, Bridgeport, 
CA 93517. You may obtain an application by contacting 
the Clerk’s office at (760) 932-5534 or by visiting our web 
page https://monocounty.ca.gov/mlmad/page/notice-
vacancy
Posted: United States Postal Service of Mammoth Lakes, 
Mammoth Lakes Library, Mammoth Lakes Mosquito 
Abatement District Web Site: https://monocounty.
ca.gov/mlmad/page/notice-vacancy                                               
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   PUBLIC  NOTICES   

And the NFL offseason foolish-
ness continues. More QBs 
have been praised this week to 

boost their confidence and attempt 
to disregard their proven ineptitude. 
One statement in particular made me 
chuckle: 

“One thing I think that’s stuck out 
about Carson [Wentz], is just, he’s a 
very personable guy,” This was Wash-
ington WR Terry McLaurin talking up 
his new QB. This was, of course, after 
McLaurin signed a giant new con-
tract so he is happy as can be - about 
anything. Nevermind that Wentz has 
been booted off two teams for be-
ing an asshole and a poor leader. But 
now he’s a personable guy. McLaurin 
also said: “And his toughness in the 
pocket, I don’t think a lot of people 
give him enough credit — he stands 
back there until the last moment, 
which really helps receivers get that 
extra separation or that time to finish 
their routes off ... A guy who’s back 
there and confident, as a receiver, and 
as a receiver group, I think we’re going 
to try to have a collective group by 
committee and help him out to be the 
best that he can be.”  

Well the first part of that standing 
in the pocket ‘til the last second is 
because he is too stupid to read the 
defense. When you look through the 
helmet at his face you see ... dumbass. 
He looks lost. He ain’t tough, he’s 
stupid. And the last part about help-
ing him out………he is basically saying 
we need to get REALLY open so he 
doesn’t throw any more left- handed 
interceptions for pick 6’s like he did 
last year. 

Onto the next one: https://profoot-
balltalk.nbcsports.com/2022/07/05/
lane-johnson-praises-jalen-hurts-calls-
him-a-great-leader/.  Lane Johnson 
praises Jalen Hurts for his leadership. 
Well leadership is fine and all but if 
Hurts can’t lead a pass from his hand 
accurately to a receiver’s hands, then 
he ain’t a good QB. And that is the 
problem, he isn’t a great passer. The 
essence of the QB position is to be 
able to throw the ball accurately. Sooo 
... 

Carolina Panthers Offensive Coor-
dinator Ben McAdoo had this to say 
about newly acquired Baker Mayfield 
- whom they got from the Browns: “I 
didn’t see a lot of pro-style football in 
his college tape,” McAdoo said. “And 
if you’re short you have to be able to 
make up for it some way, somehow, 
and personality doesn’t do that. I 
didn’t think he was a great athlete. 
This guy is kinda like a pocket quar-
terback that is short and with small 
hands, that’s what I worry about.” 

McAdoo said he ranked Mayfield as 
the sixth-best quarterback prospect 
that year, behind Josh Allen, Lamar 
Jackson, Sam Darnold, Josh Rosen 
and Mason Rudolph.

Ouch.
Speaking of that trade, Mayfield 

went from first overall pick - a leg-
endarily pitiful draft decision by the 
Browns - to being traded before his 
rookie deal was up and having to 
take a pay cut to make the trade go 
through. The Browns got a conditional 
5th round pick for Mayfield and are 
paying $10 million of his $15 million 
salary. 

The Browns had a nice little run for 
a year and a half and are right back to 
the absolute dumpster fire they were 
before. Even though they think they 
have their franchise QB in DeShaun 
Watson, the serial masseuse mo-
lester, they are seen as despicable 
by their own fans for their dogged 
pursuit of him. They are a mess. The 
league should suspend Watson and 
the Browns from the league for a year. 
Just disband that terrible franchise. 
And get rid of the owner. I’d rather 
see Elon Musk’s crazy ass own a team 
than Jimmy Haslam. 

As for the Panthers, they are start-
ing to build their own legacy as a joke 
since new owner David Tepper took 
over. Since they let Cam Newton go, 
they have not had a viable QB at all. 
They tried Kyle Allen, Will Grier, 
Teddy Bridgewater, PJ Walker, Sam 
Darnold and now Baker Mayfield. 
That is a murderer’s row of QB suck-
tivity. The Panthers are desperate, 
impatient and stupid. Mayfield sucks. 
They need to just suck it up, take a bad 
season and draft a QB. 

The Panthers now have the number 
1 and number 3 overall picks in the 
2018 draft on their roster. And the two 
QBs drafted the highest. And if you 
sewed them together, let them keep 
all 4 arms and legs and gave them 2 
footballs to throw at once, they would 
still not have a viable QB. 

The NFL is trying to get Flag Foot-
ball recognized as an Olympic sport.  
Now all you old timers don’t chime 
in with ’well the NFL with all the rule 
changes now IS FLAG FOOTBALL.’ 
Stop it. 

The NFL thinks the addition to the 
Olympics will help globalize football. 
I think it’s ridiculous as an Olym-
pic sport but if the following list of 
“sports” are in the Olympics, why not 
flag football? 

Curling. Sweeping in front of a ball 
is not a sport. It’s housekeeping

Badminton. A picnic game you play 
with a beer in your hand.

Rhythmic Gymnastics. That’s the  
goofy gymnastics they do while they 
twirl ribbons. 

Brett Favre supposedly says he 
will consider a TV gig but it has to be 
a great offer. Well considering they 
throw money at any QB that retires 
and Favre has been available for years 
I am guessing that offer is never com-
ing. Who wants to see that buffoon on 
TV talking about himself? Apparently 
no one. He appeared on TV years 
ago as an analyst for a college game 

and got roasted he was so bad. It was 
also reported he didn’t do so well at a 
Monday Night Football audition years 
ago but he disputes that.

There were reports that the Seattle 
Seahawks were for sale but the owner 
blew that rumor up. Why? Apparently 
Paul Allen left in the agreement for 
the team that if it is sold before 2024, 
the state of Washington gets 10% of 
the sale proceeds. What? Consider-
ing the team will sell for like $5 billion 
and the state would get 10% of that the 
timeline is probably 2024. 

I know Allen dedicated a bunch 
of the estate to go to philanthropic 
efforts, but that’s about $500 million 
that the state won’t get to waste if they 
wait ‘til 2024 to sell the team. Timeline 
established. 

NBA. The NBA is trying to take on 
the NFL motto - to never be out of the 
news cycle. The whole Kyrie Irving 
and Kevin Durant thing seems so 
silly it seems made up by the league. 
A soap opera. Now KD and Kyrie want 
to play together again - just not in 
Brooklyn. These two asshats need to 
get over themselves. Like Brooklyn is 
the problem. 

The Nets paid how much money 
to these two over the last 3 years? 
About $200 million. And they won 
ONE playoff series. If that’s not a bad 
investment, I don’t know what is. Oh 
wait ... wasting a first overall pick for a 
malcontent named Baker Mayfield. Or 
any money spent on Carson Wentz. 

Jaylon Ferguson of the Baltimore 
Ravens recently died of a drug over-
dose. I feel for the family, especially 
since he had two young kids who now 
don’t have a father. That is terrible. 

What the family did afterwards 
though is quite infuriating to me. They 
have a GoFundMe account set up for 
his kids. To recover items lost recently 
in a house fire, etc. What? 

He signed a 4-year, $3.5 million con-
tract in 2019. He has already earned 
most of that, right? So what do they 
need a GoFundme account for? Did 
he not have insurance on the house? 
Did he not save any of the money he 
has earned? Do the kids not already 
have money awaiting them due to 
financial planning? 

I’m not donating money. He should 
have money. He made in one year 
what most normal folks take 20 years 
to earn. Why would fans, who don’t 
make s*&t, give his family money? 

Instead of GoFundMe accounts, 
how about people get insurance, wills, 
trusts, investment advisors and some 
common sense.

By Hartley



see SCOOTERS, page 19

By Christina Gray 

OFF THE SLOPES
CHRISTINA RENTS A BIRD
There’s a new set of wheels in town, 

Bird Scooters. They are the adult, 
electric version of the ankle-

destroying Razor scooters Millennials 
know and love. Razor scooters sold more 
than five million units within the first six 
months on the market following their 
debut in the year 2000 and were quickly 
named Toy of the Year by The Toy As-
sociation.

Although it seems as if electric 
scooters were recently invented con-
sidering their boom in popularity, the 
first modern-day electric scooter was 
engineered in 1895 by Ogden Bolton 
with an impressive range of 25 miles. 
Only two years later in 1897, an electric 
bike was debuted at Stanley Cycle Show 
that could reach a speed of 37 miles an 
hour. This was before the invention of 
the car and was a common way people 
commuted. 

However, by the 1940s, the electric 
bike and scooter were nearly obso-
lete, being driven out by motorcycles, 
automobiles, technological advances in 
gas-power, and the continual creation of 
road infrastructure.

Today’s Bird scooters helped bring 
electric personal transportation back 
and make it more accessible than ever. 
Surprisingly, Bird scooters have the 

same 25-mile range today in 2022 than 
the original electric scooters did in 1895. 
They are governed to have a max speed 
of 18 mph. They are essentially a time-
capsule technology that we discovered 
shouldn’t be lost to time.

The first Bird scooters debuted in 
Santa Monica. Quickly, they littered side-
walks, caused serious head injuries, and 
created trip-hazards for sidewalk-goers. 
Despite this, the original ten scooters 
became 250 overnight, when the compa-
ny secretly placed more around the city 
without permission. In the flat, relaxed 
beach community already used to seeing 
Razor scooters, bikes, roller skates, and 
skateboards, the Bird Scooters were a hit.

Part of why it was so easy for the Bird 
migration/invasion to take hold of com-
munities is the nostalgic resemblance 
to Razor scooters most of the users grew 
up using. One of the early investors in 
the company, David Sacks of PayPal, 
weighed in on it’s success. "Bird is the 
classic example of a startup looking like 
a toy and people underestimating and 
dismissing it," he noted. "It's low-cost 
transportation that's perfect for cities.”

It is low-cost transportation that’s 
perfect for many of the cities it’s already 
in, but is it perfect for Mammoth? Here 
there are wide bike-paths on our city 

at Lake Mary, a place the range isn’t sup-
posed to allow them to go. They are care-
lessly tossed in the middle of sidewalks 
instead of utilizing the built-in kickstand 
to stand them up out of the way. Helmets 
seem to be few and far between, and 
young kids have been seen joyfully riding 
along Main Street.

In the words of Power Legal Group, 
“Sidewalk scootering is illegal in Califor-
nia. It’s also illegal to rent a Bird scooter 
if you’re under the age of 18. Yet it’s not 
stopping teens and even young kids from 
taking a spin.

And to make matters worse, many 
riders are opting for a scooter ride sans 
helmet, which is also not allowed. We all 
know the risk of riding bikes and scoot-
ers without a helmet. Studies show that 
helmets cut the risk of severe traumatic 
brain injury (TBI) by half when riders 
experience a head injury. 

... More and more law firms in the area 
are reporting increased calls about Bird-
related accidents, resulting from mal-
functions with the scooters to just plain 
operator error. And just as pedestrians 
and cyclists can be hit and injured or 
killed by drunk or distracted drivers, so 
too can Bird riders.”

streets, low speed limits, and swaths of 
tourists descending upon the city that 
are already familiar with the scooter. In 
Mammoth there’s also steep hills, tour-
ists that believe the speed limit is merely 
a suggestion, bikes both analog and 
electric competing for riding space, and 
locals that don’t appreciate this addition 
to their quaint mountain community. 
Almost immediately, scooters were left 
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Get a quick fix at our full-service 
repair shop, just steps from the Village 
Gondola – walk-ins welcome. 

Browse our collection of demo 
mountain bikes and let our professional 
technicians match the right gear 
to your style and ability level. 

Bike repair & gear 
shop in the village

located in The Village 
on the Second Floor of 
the Mountain Center
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SCOOTERS
continued from page 18

I previously lived in a large city in 
which Bird scooters took over the city-
center with a vengeance. In the early 
morning hours, you’d see people in suits 
commuting to work, and in the eve-
ning you’d see bar-hoppers using Bird 
scooters to get around after having a few 
drinks rather than drinking and driv-
ing. It does seem like the right choice to 
forego drinking and driving, but it’s not 
any more legal in the state of California 
to operate an electric scooter while under 
than influence than it is to get behind the 
wheel of a car. According to Mammoth 
Lakes Police Department, drinking and 
scootering will get you the same serious 
DUI as drinking and driving. The law 
includes electric bikes, one-wheels, and 
human-powered bikes, but it does not 
include electric wheelchairs. *Wink*

The aforementioned Bird-swarmed city 
was flat, so the scooters couldn’t pick up 
speed downhill, but what about riding 
them up and down the mountains of 
Mammoth? Would it be even more dan-
gerous because of the terrain? I rented 
one to find out.

First, I had to download the app. Even 
with full bars of wifi, it took five minutes 
to download. This was a little annoying, 
and had it not been my literal job to rent 
this scooter, I probably would’ve ditched 
the hassle and moved onto a different 
form of transport or just walked. Once 
the app was downloaded, I could see on 
a map where the different Bird scooters 
were available to me. There were quite a 
few less than I expected. I could see only 
four. Had I been looking for these on foot 
and not driving around in a car staring at 

a small map, it would have been a long 
walk to get to one.

I encountered another problem when 
browsing my options on the app. Almost 
all of the scooters in town were nearly 
dead with less than a mile left on them. 
Mammoth isn’t huge, but less than a 
mile of scooting may not get you to your 
destination and back. I intended to ride 
the Bird up the hill going to Lake Mary, 
but I was afraid it may not make it given 
the lack of range available.

I settled on a Bird at a bus stop in 
front of the fire station. Presumably, the 
previous rider abandoned the scooter 
here after catching the bus. A notifica-
tion had popped up through the Bird 
app that said, “Only two more hours to 
use your free Unlock!” Good marketing. 
I approached the rogue scooter, scanned 
the QR Code on the top and waited. A 
bell dinged, and I was able to use the free 
unlock. Immediately after the “free” gift, 
I was prompted to a screen in which I put 
in my credit card number, and I was on 
my way.

Immediately, I realized I would not be 
riding in the bike lane like I was sup-
posed to. The cars on the road zooming 
next to me were definitely going fast 
enough to kill me, and I didn’t think that 
a scooter ride was worth risking my life. 
The Bird had a sign on the side of the part 
you stand on that said, “DO NOT RIDE 
ON SIDEWALKS.” But the sidewalk would 
have to do anyway. 

It became apparent that the sidewalks 
in Mammoth have shifted over time or 
were never level in the first place. It felt as 
if every gap in the sidewalk would send 

me flying face first over the handlebars. 
At one point, I had to forcefully push my 
non-dominant foot into the concrete to 
correct for a big bump I’d driven over. It 
was so jarring that I thought I’d torn one 
of the tendons in my foot. 

Other sidewalk users seemed unfazed 
that I was riding illegally past them. They 
seemed amused and smiled rather than 
looking annoyed. 

I felt that I had the experience I was 
after and didn’t need or want to ride it 
further. The idea of taking it all the way to 
Lake Mary seemed reckless. I turned the 
scooter around and headed back to my 
car. The way back was slightly downhill, 
and I picked up speed without wanting 
to. I had my hand on the brake the entire 
time and felt like I could have easily lost 
control. Despite looming potential inju-
ries, I was having a lot of fun.

I returned the Bird back where I found 
it near the bus stop, assuming someone 
exiting the bus may have a use for it. In 
the app I tapped, “Lock,” and returned 
to my car. After this, I went to Grocery 
Outlet to pick up a few items. When I got 
back in my car to go home, it was then I 
noticed the Bird app was still running in 
the background of my phone. I thought 
that was strange and clicked on the app. 
Apparently, locking the Bird isn’t enough, 
and I was still being charged for every 
minute that had passed despite driving 
away and being in a grocery store not 
using the scooter. I was able to officially 
part with the Bird in the app, and I had 
been charged nearly $14 for a ride that 
lasted me less than five minutes due to 
my negligence when leaving the scooter.

It seems fishy that it takes one click to 
unlock and use a scooter, but two to leave 
it. This was misleading, and I’m certainly 
not the first person to make this mistake 
and get charged unnecessarily. I luckily 
caught my mistake quickly. 

I was curious if the Bird Scooters were 
taking business away from the electric 
bike rentals in town. I went to Footloose 
Sports to find out, but I was surprised 
that almost none of the employees even 
knew what Bird Scooters are. While in the 
store, I ran into Jacob, a local that thinks 
the Birds should fly back to where they 
came from. “As a citizen, I feel like they 
look terrible around our streets. People 
leave them everywhere, they’re in the 
middle of the sidewalk, just tossed wher-
ever. I don’t think they provide that much 
of a service. They’re blocking bikeways 
and walkways. There are a lot more prob-
lems that come with them than solutions. 
I’ve seen many in the lakes basin already. 
I think it was a mistake putting them in 
town.”

For tourists and locals alike, the Bird 
Scooters offer an accessible and conve-
nient mode of transportation. So far, it’s 
people that aren’t users of the scooter 
that look down on them in town. Some 
locals see ugly black scooters in the way 
while they are walking, but others may 
see them as a cheap, fun way to get to 
work. The Bird Scooters have created 
chaos in the small town of Mammoth 
Lakes, but there is potential for the elec-
tric scooters to improve the options of 
public transportation available to anyone 
with a phone and an internet connection.



A NEW
HOME 

FOR 
FAMILY

FUN
ONLY A FEW HOMES REMAIN! 

SCHEDULE A PRIVATE TOUR TODAY.

MOVE-IN BEFORE WINTER, CALL FOR CURRENT AVAILABILITY! 
Luxury Mountain Retreats With Miles of Trails, Open Space & Room To Breathe Near Mammoth Mountain.Luxury Mountain Retreats With Miles of Trails, Open Space & Room To Breathe Near Mammoth Mountain.

UP TO 3 BEDS & FLEX ROOM. UP TO 2,184 SQ. FT. • SALES (760)-934-3334 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM
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ANOTHER LUXURY DEVELOPMENT BY THE CHADMAR GROUP
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