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WAIST DEEP IN THE BIG MUDDY  

WE BEAR BEARS 
By Crocetti MMSA spends $33M this summer on CapEx

see BEARS, page 13

Little Debbie? You bet! For more on the sophisticated palate of Jon 
Klusmire, see page 12. 

Death Valley received a year’s worth of rain in about three hours last weekend. For more, see story page 6 and Off The Slopes feature starting p. 10. Above: The aptly named “Mud Canyon.” 

By Lunch 

The Sheet received an 
email from a reader a few 
weeks back asking what 

was going on at the Mountain.
The reader thought Mam-

moth was supposed to replace 
Chairs 1 & 16 this summer. 

In fact, this is what Alterra 
said in its February 28, 2022 
press release regarding capital 
improvements for the 2022-
2023 fiscal year:

“Summer 2022 will see the 
beginning stage of ground and 
infrastructure work to facilitate 
the replacement of two key 
lifts, Canyon Express (Chair 16) 
at Canyon Lodge and Broad-
way Express (Chair 1) at Main 
Lodge. These new high-speed 
six-pack lifts are planned to 
debut in winter 23/24.”

But this doesn’t mean plenty 

isn’t happening this year. 
On Monday, August 1, The 

Sheet toured the mountain 
with MMSA President and 
COO Ron Cohen, VP and Se-
nior Advisor Clifford Mann and 
Director of Mountain Opera-
tions Steven McCabe to learn 
how  the mountain is spend-
ing its $33 million allocation 
towards capital investment in 
2022-2023. 

The main takeaway: You can 
spend money very quickly as a 
ski area operator. 

The splashy highlight which 
many will instantly notice: 
the initiation of a multi-year 
upgrade at Woolly’s Adventure 
Summit.

The tube park is being re-
routed and elongated. 

Only in Mammoth do 
“Bear Whisperers” 
remain on the sidelines 

while the Town crows about 
record tax receipts. 

Mammoth Lakes Police De-
partment (MLPD) released its 
most current “Bear Beat” to the 
public from the month of July, 
which included 25 different in-
cidents involving bears break-
ing into peoples’ cars, homes, 
dumpsters, and campgrounds. 

MLPD posted the Beat to its  
Facebook page, which received 
148 comments from Mammoth 
residents in response to the 
upsurge in bear encounters. 
The post included no further 
education to the public other 
than “keep those windows and 
doors locked.” To many, it felt 
like a missed opportunity to 
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WHITE RABBIT
I’m late, I’m late ... not much time to write editorial this week, since I need 

to get down to Bishop. I was asked this morning to remove newspaper boxes 
from Schat restaurant properties. 

Apparently, Aaron was not a fan of last week’s editorial. 
A leftover item from last week. Bird Scooters has already pulled the plug on 

its Mammoth experiment. Bird rep Taylor Kenney told Mammoth’s Council at 
last week’s meeting that their local fleet manager couldn’t commit to the job 
and they likely wouldn’t be able to find/train a replacement for the remaining 
summer/fall months.

“We heavily rely on the local manager to ‘rebalance’” explained Kenney. Re-
balancing refers to keeping scooters charged and in the proper locations. She 
said Bird had terrific rebalancing at the beginning (i.e the first month). 

Mayor Lynda Salcido said she had received many comments regarding the 
approximate two-month Bird experiment. “None [were] to the positive,” she 
said. 

At Mammoth’s Planning and Economic Development Commission meeting 
Tuesday, the comic highlight occurred when I.T. Director Nate Greenberg’s 
internet connection cut out before he could deliver a broadband update. Cue 
the “less than Optimum” jokes.

Town Code Compliance Officer Jena Carter said she is very busy with bears/
trash complaints. The other 25% of her cases regard unpermitted work. 

There was broad discussion about traffic concerns emanating from the Vil-
lage at Mammoth. Public Works Director Haislip Hayes described it as a “no-
win” situation. Further development only promises to make it worse. 

The initial discussion focused on egress from the Village parking lot. Despite 
signs telling motorists to turn left onto Berner, GPS advises motorists to head 
straight and access downtown via residential neighborhoods. 

As one can imagine, residents are hardly thrilled. 
Later in the meeting, Town staff talked about a Forest Trail traffic study it 

had conducted in February. 
A regular study is a provision of the North Village Specific Plan to make sure 

the Forest Trail neighborhood isn’t overwhelmed by new traffic. 
The study count showed traffic still hadn’t met actionable thresholds. 
But it did kind of suggest ... okay, so you turn left at Berner out of the park-

ing lot and you get to Forest Trail. Do you make a left so you can make another 

left and join the mobs heading down from the mountain and into the Minaret 
vortex? Or do you make an easy right onto Forest Trail?  

It would seem that the alleviation of the Berner traffic problem funneling to 
Alpine Circle would only contribute to a Forest Trail problem. 

And from Klusmire ... he forwarded me a San Francisco Chronicle story by 
Rachel Swan with the subhead: Tahoe’s housing crisis is so bad ski resorts are 
lodging workers in campsites, tiny homes

The story describes a Palisades ski resort in Tahoe experiment of opening 
a campground near Highway 89, where workers could park their vans and 
brave the snowy months with no heat, water or electricity. Palisades oper-
ated and maintained the campsite, which boasted a single amenity: waterless 
toilets with holding tanks underneath.

Palisades secured a special-use permit to lease the campground from the 
U.S. Forest Service, hoping to promote van living as an alternative for people 
with nowhere else to go.

“The idea was, in part, can we tap into this ‘van life’ lifestyle?” U.S. Forest 
Service District Ranger Jonathan Cook-Fisher recalled, noting how Palisades 
drew inspiration from a social media trend when it launched a “pilot pro-
gram” with six campsites on the paved surface of Granite Flat Campground.

A spokesperson for Palisades said many employees were living in vans or 
mobile homes already and needed a “steady, predictable, safe place to park 
without having to move frequently.”

“We saw the campground as a viable solution,” spokesperson Kat Walton 
said. 

Palisades and the Forest Service plan to expand the program to up to 26 
campsites this winter — possibly with electric hookups, Walton said — other 
employers are seeking to replicate it.
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GET DOWN AT SUNDOWN

Ride the gondola to the top to experience a mountain of family fun 
after dark. Feast on tasty food and drink offerings and boogie to the 

music amongst picturesque Sierra views. Take the glowing path towards 
the Lakes Basin Overlook to watch the sun set behind the Minarets and 

frolic under the stars before descending back down on the gondola.

august 19 & september 4 • 5:30PM

BUY YOUR TICKETS ONLINE

EVENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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Oh, Rogitz (more) 

Dear Editor:
 

You were far too generous, Ted, in your 
response to Mr. Rogitz’s letter of July 30. 
His diatribe against all things COVID 
(and, by extension, responsible news 
media) was riddled with factual errors. 
Let’s take two: 

On mask wearing, the two studies Mr. 
Rogitz cites in fact reached the opposite 
conclusion: Mask-wearing significantly 
reduces the spread of COVID-19. Typical 
of contemporary disinformation cam-
paigns, however, the studies’ results were 
skewed on social media, in some cases 
even before they were published. See the 
summaries provided by British Medical 
Journal and Global Health Now: https://
www.bmj.com/content/371/bmj.m4586 
and https://globalhealthnow.org/2021-
09/qa-massive-bangladesh-mask-trial-
unmasked.

Furthermore, the many subsequent 
studies on mask use confirm those early 
results. The positive data are overwhelm-
ing, as summarized in this recent report 
from the CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/
mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7106e1.htm. 
In short, wearing a mask makes it much 
less likely that an infected person will 
spread the virus and wearing a snug-
fitting, high-filter mask further reduces 
one’s chances of catching it. Masks are an 
easy and effective tool for reducing CO-
VID spread, especially when combined 
with good ventilation, physical distancing 
and hand-washing. 

On Remdesivir: This anti-viral treat-
ment is indeed effective, but only for 
those at greatest risk of serious disease, 
i.e., those with identified co-morbidities 
and who are thus most likely to need 
hospitalization. President Trump had 
several of the typical COVID risk factors, 
was sent to the hospital after his oxygen-
ation level dropped into the 80’s, and was 
given, among other treatments, Remde-
sivir – with successful results. It has also 
been given to thousands of other patients, 
often with similarly good outcomes. The 
drug was never “denied to the rest of us,” 
nor was it “disparaged” in news media. 
Rather, they covered it for what it was: A 
terrific intervention for a limited number 
of patient-types. 

Further, as responsible news media 
have also extensively reported, the cur-
rent treatment of choice, Paxlovid, is even 
better at preventing serious illness and in 
a wider range of patients. And it is readily 
available (but must be taken as early as 
possible after an infection is confirmed). 

Mr. Rogitz is just plain wrong on these 
specific points, which should also provide 
insight into others not addressed here. 

Christopher Meyers, PhD
Crowley Lake

There is reason to unlove MLT

Dear Editor, 

Last week’s front page article, “Why 
is MLT so Unloved?” raised important 
points to acknowledge and consider.  It 
is true that frontline workers are being 
harmed by the Tourism Business Im-
provement District (TBID) assessment 
and the way TOT revenues are managed 
by Town officials. Mammoth Lakes is a 
suffering micro-economy in the middle 
of an improving state and particularly 

Southern California economy.
The reality check Mr. Morris reportedly 

gave to the MLT Board chairman was well 
taken and on point.  However, the Board 
Chairman, Mr. Goico, owner of Black 
Tie Ski Rentals, missed Mr. Morris’ point 
completely and spoke of oranges when 
Mr. Morris was concerned about rotten 
apples; the Mammoth Lakes economy 
and the struggle of “front line workers” 
(isn’t that everybody?) to earn a living 
and live comfortably in Mammoth Lakes.

Mr. Goico spoke wonderfully about 
jobs at Black Tie, 401k programs and 
health care benefits. But Black Tie is not 
one of the local businesses addressed by 
Mr. Morris. Black Tie is an international 
corporation with (franchises?) in the U.S. 
and Canada and did not exist in Mam-
moth Lakes prior to the 2010 creation of 
MLT.

To fathom the negative impact of 
MLT, since the 2010 creation of MLT the 

population of Mammoth Lakes has dete-
riorated; a loss of over 12%; 8234 in 2010 
to 7191 in 2020. [Latest U.S. Census] One 
can imagine the impact upon the state of 
California economy if there had been a 
similar loss in population. John Urdi, the 
CEO of MLT ignores this fact. But, loss of 
population is the best test of the MLT im-
pact upon our community.  The continu-
ous unlawful removal of our public funds 
since 2010 is the cause of the population 
loss and backsliding of our economy.   

Instead of revealing how badly the 
Town has contracted since 2010, while 
the nation’s economy has caused the 
Southern California economy to gradually 
improve, Urdi mistakenly takes credit, as 
he did at the Board meeting, for the 2010-
2020 economic recovery using the local 
increase in transient occupancy tax [TOT] 
proceeds as his yardstick. 

But, occupancy taxes are not the 
measure of the economic health of the 

Mammoth business community. TOT 
is the measure of economic health of all 
areas outside Mammoth Lakes.  Mam-
moth itself produces nothing - OK, beer.  
Mammoth is the service community for 
people who do produce product, sell that 
product or service, save their money and 
come here to spend it. We service the 
needs and wants of tourists who come to 
relax and enjoy the beauty of the Sierra. 
Then Mammoth hits them with a “bed tax 
(TOT)” for sleeping here.

The ability of front line workers to work, 
make a decent wage, and stay in Mam-
moth Lakes is directly dependent upon 
the economic base (dollars) remaining 
in Mammoth Lakes. The “trickle down 
economics” mentioned in the article has 
nothing to do with what is causing dam-
age to the Mammoth Lakes economy. 
The so-called trickle down economic 
theory starts with the idea of less tax on 



August 18-21, 2022

Reserve Your Tickets Today

Sip some great vintages all weekend long at the annual 
Mammoth Wine Weekend with a lively Wine Walk in 
The Village featuring 30+ wineries, and exclusive 

Winemaker Dinners at select Mammoth restaurants.

MAMMOTHFOUNDATION.ORG

20% OFF all in stock 
• Spruce -Maple-Aspen
• Fruit trees-Roses

50% OFF all annual flowers
Starting August 1ST thru August 14TH

15% off all chicken, horse and 
wild bird feeds

(760) 873-7129 395 Hunter Ave.  
Chalfant Valley CA 93514

Sizzling Summer

SALE!
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FORGET NOAA. CALL NOAH.
Press Release 
Death Valley experiences historic rain

LOCAL BRIEFS

Cars parked at the Furnace Creek Inn, tires half-buried in mud

DEATH VALLEY, CA – Rain this 
weekend was a historic event, 
with nearly a year’s worth of rain 

falling in three hours. The 1.46 inches 
of rain recorded at Furnace Creek is still 
preliminary data, and mere drops away 
from the all-time record of 1.47 inches. 
The rain caused widespread damage 
and closure of all park roads.

“The heavy rain that caused the 
devastating flooding at Death Valley 
was an extremely rare, 1,000-year event, 
says Daniel Berc, meteorologist with the 
National Weather Service Las Vegas. “A 
1,000-year event doesn’t mean it hap-
pens once per 1,000 years, rather that 
there is a 0.1% chance of occurring in 
any given year.”

The last 1,000-year event occurred 
on April 15, 1988, when urnace Creek 
received that record 1.47” rainstorm. 

Major impacts include the loss of a 
critical portion of the Cow Creek water 
system that serves some park residences 
as well as park facilities including the 
Emergency Operations Building and 
maintenance yard. Over 600 feet of 
the water main was blown out by flash 
floods, causing catastrophic damage to 
this system.

Additionally, many miles of roadway 
are known to have moderate to severe 
asphalt damage with hundreds of miles 
of roadways impacted by debris. Road 
conditions are still being assessed, as 
damage makes access to some areas 
impossible by vehicle. Yesterday’s aerial 
surveys by a Naval Weapons Station 
China Lake helicopter crew were able to 
do a thorough search and located sev-
eral vehicles in remote areas of the park. 
Rangers were able to contact these visi-
tors and ensure that everyone was ok

To date, there are no reported inju-
ries from visitors or park residents, and 
people who were previously sheltering 
in place have been able to carefully 
travel out through the damaged road-
ways. No park roads are currently open 
to recreational travel due to ongoing 
safety concerns and active road work.

“Death Valley is an incredible place 
of extremes,” said park superintendent 
Mike Reynolds. “It is the hottest place in 
the world, and the driest place in North 
America. This week’s 1,000 year flood is 
another example of this extreme envi-
ronment. With climate change models 

predicting more frequent and more 
intense storms, this is a place where you 
can see climate change in action!”

August 10 update

State Route 190 is open to the west-
ern portion of Death Valley National 
Park. The road remains closed from the 
Trona/Wildrose Junction in Panamint 
Valley through Death Valley Junction. 
Additional areas are expected to open 
no earlier than August 19 as work to 
clear debris and repair roads contin-
ues.

This partial opening allows for access 
to limited areas, including:

Panamint Springs Resort (a private 
inholding)

Father Crowley Overlook
Lee Flat
 
The most highly visited areas of the 

park, including Furnace Creek Visitor 
Center, Badwater Basin, Zabriskie Point, 
Dantes View, Mesquite Sand Dunes, 
and additional paved roads remain 
closed due to extensive flood debris and 
damage.

While areas of the park are still wet 
and muddy following Friday’s storm, it 
is important to give these areas time to 
dry out. Walking onto wet playas can 
leave footprint scars for years to come 
and driving on muddy dirt roads can 
cause deep ruts adding to the damage 
and time to repair these areas.

Some navigational apps are routing 
travelers onto primitive backcoun-
try dirt roads to avoid the paved road 
closures. Park Rangers have responded 
to aid stranded motorists. Some had all 
four tires on their vehicle flat. Park staff 
have been diverted from flood opera-
tions to start re-searching backcountry 
roads, add additional closures signs, 
and respond to stranded visitors. No 
injuries have been reported.

“We urge visitors to stay off dirt roads, 
even if apps are directing them there,” 
said superintendent Mike Reynolds. 
“While we are working with various 
map platforms to report these issues, 
please be smarter than your smart 
phones.”

Backcountry dirt road travel is strong-
ly discouraged in the summer under 
normal conditions, as there is increased 

Four Seasons  Carpet Cleaning
Punctual, Reliable, Friendly Since 1975

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Mike DeMotto 
(760) 914-1463

risk of being stranded in a remote loca-
tion in extreme heat. According to the 
National Weather Service, temperatures 
in Death Valley have been 114-117 in 
the past days, and are forecast to contin-
ue in the 111-114 range. At this time, all 

dirt roads that have been assessed have 
had damage, and some are unpassable. 
Not all roads have been assessed for 
current conditions due to the scale of 
the flooding impacts.

MLH acquires Innsbruck Lodge 

Mammoth Lakes Housing, Inc. (MLH) 
closed escrow on the Innsbruck Lodge 
with the intent to convert the boutique 
hotel into 16 apartments. Tenant occu-
pancy will occur before May 2023.

This acquisition is the result of a joint 
grant awarded to the Town of Mam-
moth Lakes and MLH for $4.56 million 
through the Project Homekey Program. 
The Mono County Board of Supervisors 
also made a financial commitment, 
which bolstered the grant application.

This project “...showcase[s] the spirit 
of what Homekey is all about – state 
and local partners working together to 
do more for those who need it,” said 
Department of Housing and Commu-
nity Development Director Gustavo 
Velasquez.

This multi-million dollar award is 
only one of four made to the rural Bal-
ance of the State counties and the only 
award made to date in MLH’s tri-county 
service area of Inyo, Mono, and Alpine. 
Unlike other Homekey projects that 
are restricted to very-low income, the 
Innsbruck Lodge will serve households 
earning up to 80% of the Area Median 
Income (AMI) who are struggling to find 
safe, affordable housing in our commu-
nity. For a single-person household that 
is a maximum of $45,300.

The Innsbruck Lodge was originally 
built by two Austrian families in 1964. 
Brian and Barbara Leivers purchased 
the Lodge from the Austrians in 1968. 
After that year, they added the current 
façade. Shortly after in 1973, Reinhold 
and Hilde Albrecht purchased the 
Lodge from the Leivers. Tragically, Re-
inhold passed away in an auto accident 

in the mid 80’s and their son Reinhard 
returned to Mammoth Lakes to help his 
mom continue to operate the Lodge.

Supes to debate flights to 
Bishop-Dave McCoy Airport 

Inyo County Supervisors will vote 
on Tuesday, August 16 on whether to 
rename Bishop Airport the Bishop-Dave 
McCoy Airport in honor of the former 
longtime county resident and legendary 
founder of Mammoth Mountain 

A former employee of McCoy’s, Randy 
Short, is spearheading the effort. 

“We wouldn’t even be here if not for 
Dave McCoy,” he says. 

A 4/5ths vote is required for approval. 
Short said the local airport commis-

sion suggested the new terminal be 
named for McCoy, but Short replied 
brusquely, “That’s not good enough.” 

“Dave built the biggest building down 
there [at the airport] and handed it to 
the county,” he noted. The county now 
leases that building to Sierra LifeFlight. 

If Supervisors don’t approve the 
change, Short vows to put the proposal 
on a ballot. 

A former Supervisor, the late Linda 
Arcularius, penned the following in 
February, 2020. 

Thank you for your hard work and 
commitment to moving the Eastern 
Sierra Regional Airport towards a new 
and exciting future. And how fitting that 
this airport be named in honor and rec-
ognition of a pioneer in the ski industry 
who shared the philosophies of two 
pioneers in aviation: 

“lf we worked on the assumption that 
what is accepted as true really is then 
there would be little hope for advance.” 
-Orville Wright, inventor, engineer and 
test pilot. 

“The most effective way to do it is to 
do it.” Amelia Earhart, first female avia-
tor to fly solo across the Atlantic. 

Dave was also an inventor, engineer 
and a test pilot in his own field and he 
certainly flew solo when he first imag-
ined building Mammoth Mountain. 

The item is set to be heard at 11 a.m. 
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CLASS SCHEDULE

August 15 - 21 August 22 - 28

10-11am: Guided Meditation

12:15-1:15pm: Heart & Sole - Walking

5:30-6:30pm: Yoga for Healing

12:15-1:15pm: Heart & Sole - Walking 

To Learn More & Register Visit:
ElevateMammoth.com

Class Pricing 
Starting at $5.50 Per Class!

Community Wellness & Performance from Mammoth Hospital

All Classes Held @ 121 College Pkwy.

12-1pm: Cancer Support Group

12:15-1:15pm: Move to Improve - Strength

5:30-6:30pm: Guided Meditation

12:15-1:15pm: Move to Improve - Strength

5-6pm: Prenatal Yoga

12:15-1:15pm: Move to Improve - Strength

5-6pm: Prenatal Yoga

10-11am: Guided Meditation

12:15-1:15pm: Heart & Sole - Walking

5:30-6:30pm: Yoga for Healing

12-1pm: Good Grief Support Group

12:15-1:15pm: Move to Improve - Strength

5:30-6:30pm: Guided Meditation

12:15-1:15pm: Heart & Sole - Walking 
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MMSA
continued from page 1

Grading work underway at Woolly’s

McCabe, Mann and Cohen at Stump Valley, 
above a newly dug (but obscured) trench for a 
replacement snowmaking pipe.

Another improvement you’ll likely 
notice: 65 more indoor seats at The Mill 
and a men’s bathroom which no longer 
resembles a postage stamp. 

Many improvements you won’t notice 
at all: The replacement of 8,000 linear 
feet of snowmaking pipe. A new water 
line to the Outpost, replacing an original 
line built in 1972. A $2.5 million replace-
ment of the mountain’s radio system. A 
new liner for the snowmaking pond at 
mid-mountain. Price tag: $1 million. And 
a plethora of new snowmaking guns, 
which generally run $60,000/pop.

As Cohen said the original liner for the 
pond installed thirty years ago had so 
many leaks that the pond, with a capac-
ity of 25-millions, could only hold 17.5 
million gallons. 

The new liner also comes with UV pro-

tection, which will extend its useful life. 
The rerouting of the tube runs at 

Woolly’s Adventure Summit will provide 
a longer 600’ to 700’ ride. and a summer 
tubing surface will allow for year-round 
fun. 

Future phases will include the instal-
lation of one of the longest mountain 
coasters in North America and the ad-
dition of adventure ropes courses and a 
permanent 3,000-square foot base lodge 
with food & beverage services. 

When complete, Woolly’s will become 
a year-round adventure center.  

MMSA Vice-President of Development 
Tom Hodges is scheduled to speak about 
these improvements and future moun-
tain plans at a Chamber of Commerce 
luncheon this coming Tuesday. 

 

www.mammothbreakfastclub.com

Now Accepting Credit Cards

Indoor / Outdoor Seating / Dog Friendly Patio
Real Vodka Homemade Bloody Mary’s,

Cocktails, Mimosa’s & Beer

Homemade Pastries, Muffins, Crossaints, Biscuits
Mexican Breakfast Specialties, Omelettes, & More

the population and business owners so 
there is more money in circulation to 
create better paying jobs, etc. The idea is 
that with greater dollar volume circulat-
ing within the business community, in 
the form of more business profit brought 
about by less tax, there is more money for 
wage increases and jobs for the front line 
workers. Those workers then spend their 
paychecks in Mammoth  to keep the dol-
lars circulating within the local economy. 
Just the opposite is happening in Mam-
moth Lakes and MLT is the source of that 
problem.  

The TBID is more tax.  Since the 2010 
creation of MLT, the TBID has been added 
to the TOT gifted annually to MLT by the 
Town Council. From that pool of millions 
of dollars removed from the local econ-
omy, MLT pays the debts of Mammoth 
Mountain. MLT was created to pay Mam-
moth Mountain advertising and airline 
subsidy contracts which the public has no 
obligation to pay. The prior Town Market-
ing Dept. would have been forbidden to 
pay for the Mammoth Mountain airline 
subsidies. Paying airline subsidies with 
Mammoth Lakes economy dollars causes 
those dollars to leave and go elsewhere, 
improving the economy in other cities.

Approximately $20 million has been 
removed from our local economy for air 
subsidy alone since 2010. And, let us not 
forget the $675,000 Mammoth Resorts 
[MMSA] contract with the LA Kings that 
MLT is paying off with our public dollars 
or the $300,000 of our public funds MLT 
gifted to a local developer (Dirk Winters) 
to facilitate a private property purchase. 

We’re being robbed.
In simple terms, this terrible misman-

agement and unlawful use of our tax 
and profit dollars has caused the local 
business community to dry up causing an 
impossible economy for workers trying 
to live here. Mr. Morris is right to address 
the state of local workers. Now, everyone 
needs to address a solution to the prob-
lem. It’s all about following the money to 
those responsible.

The young lady mentioned in the article 
who finds greater job opportunity, pay 
and rentals in San Diego, was right on 
in answering why Mammoth Lakes has 
lost 12% of its population.  So, who loves 
MLT?

Jean Harris
Main Street Taxpayer Association
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Just in case some Mammoth residents think the town’s current housing costs/problems are unique ... here’s a 
blast from the past. This “Five Degrees” by Colin Wolf and Craig Balogh appeared in our December 19, 2009 is-
sue. And Lunch would note his rent (for a room in a house) for the 2005-2006 season was $1,000/month. That’s 
about $1,500 in today’s dollars. 



THE (ATTEMPTED) CROSSING
By Christina Gray 

more CROSSING, page 11
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On Friday, August 8, a a year’s 
worth of rain fell in less than three 
hours at Death Valley. Hundreds 

of miles of roadway have been damaged. 
It’ll take months to repair. 

Hundreds of tourists were stranded or 
rerouted due to the flooding, and it was 
advised not to try to continue with rang-
ers blocking the roads and turning folks 
around, including a man on his way to 
Bluesapalooza determined to make it to 
Mammoth come hell or high water. His 
name is Conrad Serrano. The following is 
his account of crossing Death Valley.

“I’m part of a search and rescue team 
[back home], and I’ve had a plan to come 
out to this festival for months already. I 
decided I was gonna ride my motorcycle 
from my hometown near Vegas to Mam-
moth through Death Valley. Of course, 
the biggest fear of driving through Death 
Valley this time of year is heat. I told 
myself, I’m gonna leave at four in the 
morning, make it through Death Valley 
in an hour and a half, two hours. At that 
time it’ll be 90 degrees. I can handle that. 
Once it’s 113 degrees, that’s dangerous. 

So, Friday morning, it was pouring 
outside, so I waited ’til 8 a.m. to get on 
my bike. The good news was Death Valley 
only had a high of 88 degrees at that time. 
Perfect. As soon as the rain started letting 
up, I got on my bike and went up over 

the hill and encountered my first barri-
ers: cones and a sign that said, ‘Flooded 
at the Death Valley Junction.’ There was 
light rain the whole way. 

At that barrier there was a truck. I 
stopped them and said, “You know, 
what’s it like up there?” And he said, “It’s 
bad.” And I said, “Do you think I could 
make it?” And he looked at my bike and 
said “Yeah, you could make it.” I said, 
“You’d do it?” He goes, “Yeah, I’d go for 
it.” So, I went for it.  

Between Death Valley Junction and 
Furnace Creek the roads were washed 
out, little bit of river, little bit of flow. 
Nothing major. It took a bit of time, but it 
wasn’t bad. By the time I got to Furnace 
Creek, there were hundreds of tourists 
standing in the parking lot. I thought, 
‘Oh, my gosh, they’re just watching the 
rain or something. I didn’t realize an 
hour before that a gigantic flood had 
gone through there and wiped out their 
cars. So, I went through that little river 
and they were cheering me on and they 
were hooting, hollering. They’re all 
from Italy, Germany different parts of 
the country and world. I thought, “I am 
a rock star.  Look at me go.” They were 
cheering, “Go! Go! Go!” So I got a false 
sense of confidence and just kept going. 

By the time I got to the oasis of Furnace 
Creek, there was another flood. More 

people were out there, and I didn’t real-
ize all those tourists were stranded. They 
weren’t going out or in. But I thought, 
‘You know, it can’t be any worse than 
what I just went through.’ I was wrong. It 
got way worse. It got to a point where I 
was very, very scared. 

About three miles past the oasis of 
Furnace Creek, I got to Cow Creek, and 
by then I was starting to get tired, be-
cause I was going through a foot of mud, 
softball-sized rocks, football-sized rocks 
and water flowing through it. There was 
a Grader there from Caltrans. So I said, 
‘Okay, I’m just going to follow this Grader 
all the way to Stove Pipe.’ That was a good 
plan, but, two hours later, we’d only gone 
two miles, so we weren’t going anywhere. 
There was only one other car this whole 
time. It was an AT&T service lineman, 
and we talked the whole time. The line-
man said, ‘I got to get to this place to fix 
some lines anyway,’ so I just kind of fol-
lowed him, and then the Grader opened 
his door and said, ‘Hey, if you guys want 
to try and go around, you’re welcome 
to. If you get to a point where you don’t 
think you can cross it, wait for me and I’ll 
clear it for you.’ Perfect. That’s great. 

So, we kept on and on and the AT&T 
truck went miles ahead of me, because 
he was going much faster, but it was 
probably eight miles of pure hell of 

washout. There was a foot or two feet of 
mud and, again, softball to football size 
rocks with water still coming downhill. 
There was monsoon rain coming down 
from up the hill. So, I’m thinking a flash 
flood is going to come down this freakin’ 
alluvial plain and wipe me out. Luckily, 
that didn’t happen. 

About five hours later, I see the AT&T 
guy coming back the other way, toward 
me.  I said, ‘Oh, no, that’s not good.’ 
He stopped and talked to me and said, 
‘You’re not going to make it.’” 

“At that time I’d already been in this 
thing for six hours, and I was spent. I 
was tired, and I couldn’t go backward 
anymore, because I’d just gone way too 
far, and that kind of thinking is always a 
big mistake. Search and rescue will tell 
you, ‘Don’t do that. If you feel like you’re 
getting to a point where you can’t go any 
longer, just wait and stop.’ And I didn’t 
follow my own advice, I just kept going. It 
got to a point where I was closer to Beatty 
[than anything]. So, that’s what I ended 
up doing.”

... “Connecting Badwater Basin to 
where the dunes are was a river I ended 
up pausing by and watching. It was 
probably 2 to 3 feet deep, maybe 200 feet 
across, flowing fast, and I was think-
ing ‘There’s no way I’m making that.’ I 
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CROSSING
continued from page 10
watched a German family try and cross it 
by foot with little kids and the only thing I 
could say because they were already half-
way through was, ‘At least hold that little 
kid’s hand! All of you should be holding 
him!’ It was frightening. 

“I made it to Beatty Road. At that point, 
I had aborted my trip completely and 
thought, ‘I’m going home.’ A Subaru 
came by and told me, “Yeah, this road’s 
no problem.” As I was driving it I real-
ized it’s no problem for a car, but not for 
a 500 lb. motorcycle. The Beatty Road, 
although it was dry at that time, the flood 
had already gone through and peeled up 
asphalt. So there were 100-200 feet sec-
tions of missing asphalt and a chasm in 
between. I could see the car tracks going 
around and through that chasm back 
onto the asphalt, so I just followed those, 
but that was super soft sand. I’m battling 
through that, putting my foot down to 
try and catch myself and the bike starts 
going down. Here I am, 500 lb. bike that I 
couldn’t pick up in sand that soft. 

I had to self rescue. There were no 
other cars around, right? So, I just start 
peeling off suitcases  and putting them 
on the side of the road, and by then it was 
getting 90 degrees, then 95 degrees. I’m 
in all my gear, full helmet, and it’s starting 
to get to point where I’m out of water. The 
radiator in my motorcycle was caked with 
mud, so my bike was overheating. I was 
using the water I had - and I had several 
Nalgenes - but I was using the water I had 
to clear the radiator just so it wouldn’t 
overheat, and the fan was hitting the 
mud. It was bad, so I took all the luggage 
off, I got the bike standing again, rode it 

to the next asphalt section, parked it and 
started walking back for my luggage. 

Just then a Ranger pulls up to my lug-
gage, and I put my hands together in a 
praying, please motion. I mean, I was to 
a point where I have a Garmin inReach 
with the SOS button and I was close to 
pushing that thing. That’s it. Over. That 
would’ve been a big deal. But every-
body’s already busy trying to rescue other 
people. 

When you call for an emergency, 
you’re now taking away resources for 
other people that might need even more 
help. There were a lot of tourists in rented 
Camrys and convertible Mustangs try-
ing to make it through, and I had to tell 
them, ‘You’re not going to make it.’ You 
know, they speak very little English, and 
they keep saying, ‘but I have a reserva-
tion in Furnace Creek.’ I was telling them, 
“You’re not going to make it and Furnace 
Creek is full of tourists that couldn’t get 

out. You’re not going to have a room 
there, and you still got 10 miles in front 
of you with six inches of mud.’ One of 
those convertibles was barely making it. 
You could hear the car. Just clank, clank, 
clank of the Mustang bottoming out on 
all the rocks washed over the road. Don’t 
ever buy a rental car. Jeez. 

I did see a couple heroes out there. 
There were a couple of guys from UCLA. 
Never caught their names, but they they 
had a 4Runner. They pulled out a guy in 
a Toyota Camry buried axle deep. You 
could tell he was thankful. Those guys 
were definitely heroes for sure and were 
there for a long time helping people get 
unstuck.”

Back to the ranger. “‘Can you grab my 
suitcases and bring ‘em to the bike up the 
hill?’ I asked. Mind you, this is the same 
ranger that was toward the bottom of 
Death Valley Junction. He was one of the 
guys that said, “Yeah, you could make it. 

It’s a mess up there but you could make 
it.” He looked at my tires, looked at the 
bike and said, “Yeah, you’re good.” So, 
when I asked if he remembered me, he 
said, “No, I don’t remember you at all.” 

“Once out of Beatty, toward the 
Rhyolite stretch, the tightest canyon in 
Rhyolite, it was clear. No problem. I was 
able to make it back home from that 
point after another hour and a half. I got 
in the shower, got back in the car, went 
to a search and rescue fundraiser that 
night thinking, ‘I’m not coming to this 
Mammoth Bluesapalooza. I’m not doing 
it. I’m way too tired.’ But the next morn-
ing I woke up at six. I started throwing all 
my stuff in the car, and I got in and found 
another way further up north through To-
nopah. I made it here by noon before my 
other friends from L. A. made it. Fantastic 
event. Everybody working was fantastic. 
It was such an uplifting event for me, 

German tourists attempt to cross a flooded stretch of roadway
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CHEWING OVER GOURMET CAMP FOOD
There is nothing that says “humble 

brag” like a snooty, big-city glam-
per gushing about how to cook 

gourmet meals while camping. 
Here is a sample of one meal: “The 

first course (of course there are cours-
es): raw oysters on the half-shell topped 
with a passion fruit relish and paired 
with Champagne. Then came a circular 
slice of grilled watermelon, finished 
with a balsamic glaze, feta cheese and 
mint. Diners sipped a classic Napa Val-
ley Chardonnay in between bites.”

This meal obviously puts to shame 
my weak effort to bring salty seafood 
to camp via a can of Kipper snacks 
(smoked herring), finished with canned 
baked beans and paired with a Coke. 
Dessert was an artisanal Snickers bar. 

The “camper” in question is a staff 
writer for the San Francisco Chronicle, 
which just makes sense, right? Those 

sophisticated big city folks just do things 
better than us rubes in the outback. 
A big plus, admitted reporter Jess 
Lander, was that she and her husband 
don’t have kids to chase around while 
camping. That means they can afford to 
spend a couple hundred bucks on one 
meal so they can show off their obses-
sive/compulsive approach to “cooking” 
for their group of friends at camp. 

Jess presented another example of 
how “easy” this gourmet trip to the 
woods can be: “A simple bruschetta ap-
petizer, for example, can be reimagined 
with endless combinations of high-end 
cheeses, cured meats and seasonal 
produce. Presentation is half the battle, 
and creative garnishing — like a little 
roe, caviar or truffle shavings — can go a 
long way.”

Apparently, it is not OK to “reimag-
ine” roe and caviar by using trout eggs, 
fresh from the belly of the beast caught 
that morning. That would, obviously, 
mess up the “presentation,” with the 
blood and all. Cheese and crackers 
dipped in salsa seems rather pedestrian 
now. 

It seems Little Debbie Double Choco-
late Donuts fall far short of “gourmet” 
when it’s time for dessert.  Behold: 
“Another easy, no-cook offering … a 
fancy play on dirt cake, the nostalgic 

childhood treat of pudding, Cool Whip, 
crushed Oreos and rainbow gummy 
worms. To make it more gourmet, we 
plated the instant pudding, worms 
and Oreos in family-style terra-cotta 
planters; I foraged for wildflowers and 
artfully styled them on top of the ‘soil.’ It 
was a total hit.”

I have never “plated” a Snickers bar 
or a Nutty Buddy in a flowerpot. Thank 
God. 

Of course, our well-heeled big city 
camper offered some tips to help you 
achieve a higher level of gourmet camp 
cooking.

First, no “rustic” campsites. You 
need a full-service campsite with water, 
electricity, plenty of space for numer-
ous cook stoves (charcoal or propane) 
and coolers, water for pot washing and 
cooking, and picnic tables so diners can 
spread out the meal’s multiple courses 
to truly appreciate the feast. For me, 
that campground would have to include 
a sous chef and a dishwasher. 

Planning is key: “I create an exhaus-
tive spreadsheet for each dish.” She also 
prints out menus for her friends/diners 
so they can fully appreciate her skill and 
creativity at the Coleman stove.   

Another tip: try to prep as much food 
and ingredients beforehand. This is how 
Jess starts this section: “I’m planning a 
make-ahead gazpacho inspired by an 
incredible chilled melon soup I enjoyed 

on a recent trip to Portugal.” 
I stopped reading after getting de-

pressed about the apparent reality that 
there is a reporter who can afford to 
take a trip to Portugal. I can barely make 
it to Walmart in Ridgecrest.

Don’t forget the kids, Jess notes 
cheerily. Just feed the little humans hot 
dogs and hamburgers. Apparently, the 
ankle biters don’t rate a pricey plate of 
oysters or a bowl of gazpacho or even 
grilled watermelon, because their little 
palates are not sophisticated enough to 
appreciate such treats.

Finally, we get to beverages. Er, sorry, 
“wine pairings.” (The kids are not in-
cluded in this part of the meal, either.) 
Jess suggests “canned wine pairings” 
since canned wine “was invented for oc-
casions like this.” 

So was Coke and beer. 
Oh, one final tip from Jess: “Don’t 

stress over using traditional wares, uten-
sils and table settings. Part of the fun is 
eating bougie food on paper plates or 
attempting to slice meat with a plastic 
knife that will most likely snap in your 
hand.”

No worries, Jess. I can dig those 
Kipper snacks out of the can with my 
pocketknife. 

Jon Klusmire of Bishop is pretty sure 
the only gourmet camp dining he wants 
to “experience” can be found at the Con-
vict Lake Restaurant.

Bella is a sweet and sassy 1 year old pup
looking for someone to treat her like the
princess she is. She is extremely wiggly,

loves playing fetch and splashing around
in the kiddie pool. When Bella is done

engaging in some serious zoomies, she is
happy laying by your side (or in your lap).

Bella knows how to sit, shake and lay
down. She is a diva who doesn't really
want to share the spotlight with any

other fur siblings. Bella is available for
adoption at the Whitmore Animal Shelter.

Pet of the Week!!Pet of the Week!!

BellaBella
Whitmore Animal Shelter
575 Benton Crossing Rd.

Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
(760) 935-4734

monocounty.ca.gov/animal
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share valuable information and educa-
tion on how to prevent and respond to 
bear encounters. 

The comments were overall pretty 
negative. Many people expressed wishes 
for the town to rehire Steve Searles, 
former Wildlife Specialist, who was let 
go during the start of the Covid-19 pan-
demic due to budget cuts. 

Meanwhile, the Town has proceeded 
to build its Community Recreation Cen-
ter (CRC), which will cost north of $15 
million, roughly 300 years of the salary 
allocated to Searles prior to his termi-
nation. In addition, entities like Mam-
moth Lakes Tourism (MLT) continue to 
pump money into attracting tourists to 
the area, without any money allocated 
towards educating them on how to 
properly treat Mammoth’s wildlife. 

The result? More bear chaos than ever 
before. 

According to Searles, the bear prob-
lem has objectively gotten more danger-
ous. While he doesn’t necessarily wish 
to get his job back, he does hope that the 
town can do a better job educating the 
public as well as MLPD officers in how 
to best manage bear behavior.

The problem isn’t that the bear popu-
lation in Mammoth has significantly 
grown over the last few years; instead, 
the uptick in bear encounters is largely 
due to long-time local bears getting 
pushed out of Mammoth to the Crowley 
and June area, being replaced by bears 
without any generational knowledge 
leftover from Searles’ training regimen - 
one that, at one point in time, the entire 
town supported with all hands on deck.  

Searles says that training a bear is like 
raising a dog or a child. “Being reactive 
doesn’t work when raising your dog or 
raising your child, or bears. Being proac-
tive is what you have to do. If I had to sit 
with one particular bear for a day, even a 
week, that’s what you do with a dog or a 
kid that you love, to make sure that they 
are behaving and will keep repeating de-
sired behavior and not repeating unde-
sired behavior. If you have a dog and you 
just go away for a month and come back 
and the dog isn’t the same, then that 
isn’t a surprise. If you didn’t take care of 
your small kid for a month of six months 
or a year and came back, you wouldn’t 
be better off for it,” said Searles. “We 
have stopped diligently managing the 
bears. We aren’t actually correcting their 
behavior, teaching them, showing them 
things they need to know to get through 
their lives safely. We are just reacting to 
them, and eventually that will lead to 
some dire consequences.” 

The changing demographics of Mam-
moth’s tourist population is a contrib-
uting factor to the increase in chaos 
surrounding bears. 

Many tourists from cities who are 
unfamiliar with wildlife will stay in 
Airbnb’s in town, think that it is fun to 
attract bears with food, and then watch 
the bears for their own entertainment. 
Searles says that educating this popula-
tion is critical - especially if Mammoth 
keeps pumping money into attracting 
more and more of these people. 

But even year-round Mammoth locals 
seem to be less responsible or caring 
towards the town’s bear population. 

“Our town’s response to the bears was 
so grassroots and we put almost zero 
money into it and we all worked togeth-
er on it, and for that reason Mammoth 
became world famous for its ability to 

coexist with wildlife. What I am seeing 
now is that less and less locals care in 
the same way. So they leave their trash 
out, or put out watermelons or canta-
loupes for the bears and laugh and get 
high and think it’s funny and post a 
video on social media of the bear eating 
it. Mammoth’s core community is dis-
integrating, and it’s because of growing 
apathy, division and ignorance.” 

Searles continued: “People don’t go to 
city council meetings anymore. People 
don’t care anymore. Instead it’s ‘I’m 
going to sit home and get drunk. I’m 
not going to go up and enjoy the magic 
of the lakes.’ They can’t find coaches for 
T-ball or local soccer. There is something 
that is dying within this community, and 
it’s heartbreaking.”

Searles advocates for more account-

ability when it comes to people leaving 
food out, windows open, or antagoniz-
ing bears. This includes potential penal-
ties and fines.  

“That’s a no-brainer place to start if 
we really want to get people to stop be-
ing careless. The people who are doing 
super bad things have no ownership 
and do not go to jail or pay a fine. ‘Even 
if it was an accident, well that’s too bad, 
that will be 5k or something’ is the at-
titude that we should be adopting. Make 
examples out of people, that’s how the 
law works and that’s how you get people 
to stop doing bad things,” said Searles. 
“Otherwise, we are telling all of these 
tourists, ‘come here, act like a fool, have 
a great time, you will have no conse-
quences served to you- and, oh yeah, 
bring the next group!” 

If the number of bear encounters 
keeps increasing, Searles fears that the 
Department of Fish and Wildlife will 
eventually have to come into Mam-
moth, trap bears, tie them to the backs 
of trucks, and bring them elsewhere to 
shoot and kill them.

“I still believe that nobody wants to 
see that,” said Searles. 

Searles advice to all who come 
through Mammoth during bear season: 
lock your dumpster, don’t leave your 
pets’ food outside, control your solid 
waste, and, if you have a pond in your 
backyard, at least know that it is a mag-
net for bears and with it comes a certain 
level of stewardship and responsibility 
to own one. And, of course, do not feed 
the bears.
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Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

UH OH. WHO’S YOUR PADRE, L.A.?
COULD IT BE HAN SOTO? 

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC

m a m m o t h

GEAR
EXCHANGE

106 S. Main St., Bishop (760) 873-4300

Happy Hour/
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill. 
Pursuit of Happiness Hour Daily 
3-6 p.m.  and extended Pursuit of 
Happiness hour Mon.& Thur. 3-8 p.m. 
More info: see ad p.13
Austria Hof Happy Hour 
4-6:30 p.m. Sun-Thurs/4-6 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday. 
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour every 
day from 4-7 p.m. Monday happy hour 
all day. And Taco Tuesdays are back! 
More info: see ad p.18
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour: 4-6 
p.m. daily. $6 dollar menu items, 
drink specials. More info: see ad 12
Petra’s happy hour until 6 p.m. 
Signature cocktails, special menu.  
Roberto’s Happy Hour: 2-5 p.m. daily. 
The Mogul happy hour 5:30-6:30 
p.m. in the bar with food and drink 
specials. 
Lakanuki happy hour 3-6 p.m. daily. 
Mammoth Tavern Happy hour 4-5:30 
p.m. 1/2 off drink and app. specials
Distant Brewing happy hour 3-5 p.m, 
Monday-Thursday

August 12-13/
Mammoth Margarita Festival @ the 
Village at Mammoth. 

August 13-14/
Live acoustic music in “The Yard” 
at the Village at Mammoth opposite 
Smokeyard and Lakanuki. This 
weekend: Jenni and Jesse. Time: 3:30-
6:30 p.m. daily. 

Monday, August 15/
Free concert @ the Bishop City Park 
Gazebo featuring the community band. 
Time: 8-9:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, August 16/
Wild’n Crazy ‘Not your Grandma’s 
Bingo’ at the Warming Hut. 
Doors open at 5:30pm. First Bingo 
game at 6:00pm. Amazing raffle prizes 
and live auction items! Proceeds go to 
Hayden Cabin Museum. see ad p. 18

Thursday, August 18/
Bob Snow (acoustic guitar classics) 
plays the Liberty in Mammoth. Time: 
7-9 p.m.

August 18-21/
Mammoth Wine Weekend @ the 
Village at Mammoth and select 
restaurants. More info: See ad p. 5

Saturday, August 13/
COSA Monthly Bird Walk. Easy walk 
around the Bishop Paiute Tribe’s 
Conservation Open Space Area 
(COSA, behind the Forest Service 
building at 351 Pacu Ln.) Starts 7:30 
a.m. Limited supply of binoculars 
available. Free
Eastern Sierra Interpretive 
Assn. program on Black Bears @ 
Robinson Creek South campground 
off Twin Lakes Rd., Bridgeport. Time: 
7 p.m. Cost: Free. 
35th anniversary Friends of Bodie 
Day, including 1 p.m. parade 
through town!

August 13-14/
Mono Lake Canoe Tours occur at 
8, 9:30 and 11 a.m. Cost: $35 adults, 
$20 kids and no one under age four. 
Register in advance at monolake.org. 

Monday, August 15/
Citizens Wildfire Education 
Academy lecture series continues. 
Time: 6 p.m. Topic: “Home 
Hardening and Defensible Space.” 
For details/registration, see p. 4 

Tuesday, August 16/
Mammoth Lakes Chamber of 
Commerce Power Lunch at 
Shelter Distilling. Speaker: Tom 
Hodges, Vice President of Mountain 
Development at MMSA, who will talk 
about upcoming projects/long-term 
plans @ the Mountain. Time: 12 p.m. 
$25 members/$30 non-members. 
Register at mammothlakeschamber.
org. 
Drawing in Community - Open 
Studio Session with Ana @ C5 
Studios in Bishop. Time: 5:30-7:30 
p.m. Location: 210 S. Warren St. More 
info: www.c5studios.org. 

Wednesday, August 17/
Mammoth Lakes Town Council 
meets. Time: 4 p.m. Location: Suite 
Z, Minaret Mall. Or attend online via 
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 

Friday, August 19/
Friends of the Inyo open house to 
celebrate its satellite office opening 
in Lone Pine. Public & media invited. 
Time: 5-8 p.m. Location: 142 East Bush 
St. across from L.P. Post Office and 
Statham Hall. Free food for the first 
fifty, beverages, activities for kids, et. 
al. 

SAFE · RELIABLE · FRIENDLY · AFFORDABLE

LYNCH
H O S P I T A L I T Y

Full-service Hosting w/Housekeeping and 
Nightly Rental Support Services

(760)709-2757• lynchospinquiry@gmail.com

 L i c e n s e # 8 8 3 2

Friday thru
Sunday 

TOWN STUFF

Sierra Electric TBDSIERRA    
ELECTRIC 

760-920-3547
Sean Flavin, Owner

Lic # 923994
Service Calls



Monday: Canyon Lodge (1000 Canyon 
Blvd.); 11a.m.-7p.m. 
Wednesday: Canyon Lodge (1000 
Canyon Blvd.); 11a.m.-7p.m.
Saturday: Canyon Lodge (1000 Canyon 
Blvd.); 11a.m.-7p.m.

PUBLIC HEALTH WEEKLY TESTING 
CLINICS (PCR and Antigen)
Wednesdays: Mono County Civic 
Center (1290 Tavern Road; Mammoth 
Lakes); 1p.m.-3p.m.
Fridays: Mono County Civic Center 
(1290 Tavern Road; Mammoth Lakes); 
11a.m.-1p.m.
08/16/22 (Tuesday): Benton 
Community Center (58869 Hwy 120); 
10a.m.-11:30a.m.
08/16/22 (Tuesday): Chalfant 
Community Center (123 Valley Road); 
12p.m.-1:30p.m. 
08/18/22 (Thursday): Bridgeport 
Memorial Hall (73 N. School Street); 
10a.m.-2p.m.

calendar of events

THE SHEET  I  Saturday, August 13, 2022                www.thesheetnews.com                    LOCAL NEWS/CALENDAR   I  15

AT THE MOVIES

Longtime Mono County resident 
Thalia Anthony Hanson passed 
away on August 4, 2022, at Clear-

brook Memory Care in Reno, Nevada.  
Thalia was born February 12, 1931, in 

New York City. She grew up in the River-
dale neighborhood of the Bronx. During 
her youth, she attended schools in New 
York City and Riverdale, and she went 
to Julliard School on Saturdays. She 
spent every summer at a youth camp 
on Cape Cod, which introduced her to 
sailing and developed her passion for 
the outdoors.    

After graduating from Riverdale Girls 
School, she attended two years at Wells 
College in Aurora, New York, and then 
transferred to Hamline University in 
Saint Paul, Minnesota, graduating with 
a bachelor’s degree in Psychology and 
a minor in Chemistry. After graduation, 
she worked at the Minneapolis Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Human Resources. At 
Children’s Hospital, she also began her 
dedication to volunteer work, spending 
her free time with special needs kids. In 
the early ‘60s, she moved back to New 
York City and worked at Bloomingdales 
and Scientific American. In the early 
‘70s, she met her second husband, and 
they started The Surfcaster, a fishing 
accessories mail order business, out of 
their Connecticut home. The Surfcaster 
is still in business today.

In 1982, she headed west and landed 
in Mammoth. She traded in her high 

heels and Austin-Healey for hiking 
boots and a Ford Bronco and started 
working for Bob Wallace at the MMSA 
Main Lodge cafeteria. A year later she 
started working with Martha Kramer 
at the Mid-Chalet cafeteria. Not only 
did Thalia become Martha’s assistant 
manager, but a close life-long friend-
ship began. Upon Martha’s retirement, 
Thalia became manager and moved into 
the Mid-Chalet Penthouse. For the next 
ten years, she lived and managed Mid-
Chalet. She retired in 2005 at 74 years 
old and moved to her Mono Lake home 
that she had built in the mid ‘90s.  

Immediately after retirement, she 
began volunteering for Disabled Sports 
Eastern Sierra. Kathy Copeland shared, 
“Thalia started volunteering with DSES 
in 2005 and ran the whole office every 
Sunday so the staff could have the day 
off. Thalia and I became a dynamic duo, 
and we were the ones who handled the 
adaptive lessons at June … mainly the 
school kids with special needs from 
Bridgeport. We continued doing that 
until 2016.”  

Thalia also volunteered as a score-
keeper at the Mammoth Motocross 
every summer and as a poll worker for 
Mono County, never missing an elec-
tion cycle.

Thalia was an avid bike rider, downhill 
skier, cross-country skier, backpacker, 
and world traveler. When Thalia worked 
as assistant manager at Mid-Chalet, she 
had to be at work before the gondola 
was running, so she would strap her 

skins on her cross-country skis and ski 
up to Mid-Chalet in time to open the 
cafeteria with Martha!  

While working, Thalia took many 
cross-country bike trips with friends, 
and once she retired, she started travel-
ing worldwide, taking trips from Greece 
to China, and many places in between, 
with her friends, Fran Cook, Alice 
Mishica, Robin Conners and Pam Rake.  
She took many roadtrips with Martha, 
and she loved her Death Valley trips 
with the Copelands, Jack and Kathy, and 
Martha, playing a lot of Bridge under 
the stars!

She was passionate about backpack-
ing and had many fun-filled adventures 
with different groups of friends.  With 
her fond memories of summer camp, 
she decided she wanted to start her own 
“summer camp”.  Her first “campers” 
were Madeline and Allison Roy.  At just 
5 and 7 years old, she took them on their 
first backpacking trip. Each summer 
after that, Thalia took the girls out with 
several of their friends joining in, mak-
ing it Thalia’s version of summer camp. 
She loved teaching them the joys of the 
backcountry … packing a pack, reading 
topo maps, collecting wood, sleeping 
under the stars, cooking delicious food, 
and skinny dipping!  

Thalia was an amazing cook and 

enjoyed having friends out to her 
Mono Lake home for dinner.  She loved 
teaching friends how to make her dad’s 
Baklava recipe and other Greek dishes.  
Thalia’s holiday menus were wonderful 
feasts. And every summer and fall she 
canned jams and jellies to give out as 
Christmas gifts to her friends.

Thalia was also very passionate about 
her Golden Retrievers:  Rossi, Banner, 
Lottie and Lundy. Each dog has a great 
story of how they came into her life and 
friends who joined her on trips to pick 
up the dogs. When Thalia moved to as-
sisted living in January of 2021, Lundy 
was happily adopted by Sharon and 
Gerard Oliveira, who have continued to 
love and spoil her, just as Thalia did.

Thalia impacted many people 
throughout the years with her sage wis-
dom, her great sense of humor, and her 
love of travel. She has been an inspira-
tion to many. She will be missed, but we 
are all richer from knowing our Muse of 
Comedy, Thalia.

Thalia was preceded in death by her 
father, Anthony Anthony, her mother, 
Helen Zeppos Anthony, and her broth-
er, Aristotle Anthony.  She is survived by 
her sister-in-law Sari Anthony of New 
York, New York, nephew David Anthony 
of Chicago, Illinois, and niece Jessie 
Anthony Weinberg of New York, New 
York, and many, many dear and loving 
friends.  

A celebration of life will be held at 
Mono Lake Park on Sept. 11, at 2 p.m.

CALL FOR ARTISTS! Mono Arts 
Council is seeking original artwork 
for its next seasonal show, WATER: 
Every Drop Counts. Artists to submit 
digital images of their work August 
16th - August 23rd to Annemarie@
monoarts.org. Visit monoarts.org 
for more details. Exhibit opens early 
September. All artists welcome 

Last Chance! Mono Arts Council 
announces the final week of the 
"Made You Look" seasonal art 
exhibit. Come see amazing work by 
artists from the Eastern Sierra, New 
York, and LA before they're gone ~ 
Exhibit is at the MAC Gallery in the 
Minaret Mall 12-6 p.m. Monday to 
Friday. Show ends August 21.

Ongoing Covid-19 Testing
OPTUMSERVE WEEKLY TESTING & 
TREATING CLINICS (PCR)

OBITUARY
THALIA HANSON 1931-2022
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Sierra Employment Services, Inc.
is hiring for the following positions:

 
Accountant – Bishop

General Laborers – Mammoth and 
Bishop

CFO – Bishop
Housekeeper – Mammoth

Accounts Payable Clerk – Hammil 
Valley

Construction Watch – Mammoth
Condo/Home Remodel Carpenter – 

Mammoth
(MCWD) Summer Construction/Line 

Maint – Mammoth
Grounds Maintenance/Janitorial- 

Bishop

Call us for details!
 760-924-0523   760-873-8599

www.SierraEmployment.com

Mammoth Hospital is NOW HIRING!
We have an immediate need for the fol-

lowing positions:
·Preschool Teacher (Part Time)
·Cook/Food Service Worker
·Environmental Services Technician/

Housekeeping
· Patient Access Representative
To view more open positions and apply, 

please visit our website at https://mam-
moth-hospital.breezy.hr/ 

    Shilo Inn is accepting applications for 
FT housekeepers, FT maintenance worker 
and Front desk/night auditor. Immediate 
Front Desk opportunity starting at $18/hour. 
Please call Human Resources (Sarina Quin-
tero) at 925.813.2331 or email your resume 
to squintero@marquishotelsgroup.com. 

Second Chance Thrift Shop seeks cheer-
ful front line retail Sales Associate. Must be 
able to lift 50 lbs. Wage DOE. Emmail re-
sume and cover letter to CLepre@Disabled-
SportsEasternSierra.org

 

A busy rental office needing assistance 
for a front desk position.  Must live in 
Mammoth and have reliable transporta-
tion.  Duties include answering phone calls, 
processing reservations, checking units and 
dealing with customers/owners.  Please 
email resume at info@mammothres.com     
   Maintenance person needed for a busy 
property. Duties are minor maintenance 
and cleaning around the project. Please 
email resume/experience at info@mam-
mothres.com. Possible housing available in 
the future, no pets allowed.

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Reservations Desk Clerk immediate 
opening at the Double Eagle Resort and 
Spa in June Lake CA (20 min from mam-
moth).  Must have excellent customer 
service and computer skills.  Full or part 
time, health benefits, fitness membership 
and PTO.  Great place to work! Email jobs@
doubleeagle.com

Creekside Spa and Fitness Desk at the 
Double Eagle Resort and Spa, immediate 
opening for enthusiast team member.  Help 
in creating a wonderful experience for our 
spa and fitness center guests.  Customer 
service, computer, cleaning, food service.  
Full or part time, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work!  
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com

Restaurant Server for Eagles Landing 
Restaurant at the popular Double Eagle 
Resort and Spa in June Lake CA.  Experience 
in restaurant service, computers and work-
ing as team member are essential.  Full and 
part time available, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work. 
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com    

Maintenance Supervisor  needed to 
manage a small maintenance team at the 
Double Eagle Resort & Spa in June Lake. You 
will be responsible for ensuring the smooth 
running of upkeep and repair. Must be reli-
able, have technical skills and knowledge of 
various crafts such as carpentry, plumbing 
etc. Leadership and knowledge of admin-
istrative tasks such as scheduling are also 
essential. The goal is to ensure that facilities 
are in  good condition at all times.Compen-
sation based on experience and references. 
We offer health benefits, fitness membership 
and PTO. A great place to work!  Email jobs@
doubleeagle.com or call Ashley at

(801) 330-0425
Cooks and Dishwasher jobs available at 

the famous Eagles Landing Restaurant in 
June Lake.  We offer health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO. A great place to work! 
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com or call Ashley 
at (801) 330-0425. 

Housing Navigator $45,000 – $52,000 
Full-time + competitive benefits package 
bilingual English/Spanish skill pay 2 posi-
tions available Mammoth Lakes Housing, 
Inc., a 501(c)3 nonprofit, seeks a passionate 
individual to join our team to provide hous-
ing referral and case management services 
to our community.  If you’re an organized 
professional with excellent customer service 
skills and are committed to affordable hous-
ing and social justice, apply today!Positions 
are open until filled. For more information 
contact Patricia Robertson at (760) 934-4740 
or patricia@mammothlakeshousing.org

    Alpenhof Lodge is accepting resumes/
applications for Night Audit and Front Desk 
positions.  We are looking for year round, 
full and part time team members that 
are able to work weekends and holidays.  
Housing Option May Be Available For The 
Right Individual. Apply in person at 6080 
Minaret Rd, Mammoth

Work with Vacasa - a growing, dynamic, 
newly public vacation rental company 
with properties all over North America

We are currently looking for Housekeep-
ers in the Mammoth Lakes, CA area.

$23/hr w/ mileage reimbursement. Must 
have reliable transpo. No exp needed.

If you or anyone you know might be 
interested, please visit our website at www.
vacasa.com/careers

    

Mammoth Gear Exchange in Bishop and 
Alpine Approach in Mammoth seek team 
members. ay dependent on experience. 
Mammoth Mountaineering Supply and Al-
pine Approach Ski pass included. Sales help 
wanted. Jobs@Mammothgear.com Inquiries/
resumes to: dave@mammothgear.com

Immediate Opening At Blizzard. The 
position is Monday-Friday 9 am- 3 pm. 
Weekends off!  Join our growing company! 
We’re building a strong team of people with 
a number one goal to expand our company, 
and take care of property owners and ten-
ants. We are looking for someone who is flu-
ent in both English and Spanish and is able 
to read and write in Spanish. In this position, 
you will play a key role by performing vari-
ous administrative and clerical tasks. You 
should be comfortable undertaking a variety 
of activities in the office, including answer-
ing the phone, taking maintenance requests, 
processing rental applications, and more. 

If you are looking for an exciting employ-
ment opportunity, we are the employer for 
you! Please submit your resumes to jerrica@
blizzardpm.com Pay based on experience.
jerrica@blizzardpm.com or call 760-934-
4455 ext./ 01 

Hiring motivated candidates, experi-
ence preferred but not essential, job train-
ing will be provided. Must have a valid driv-
ers license. Great pay and perks. Full time 
or part time available, year-round, Mon-Fri 
schedule. To apply, please contact Tarek at 
760-914-9184. 

Help Wanted

  
  Holiday Haus Motel is hiring for “House-
keeping”.  Starting pay is $21/hr. DOE Call 
760-934-2414 or send resume to holiday-
hausmammoth@gmail.com, you can also 
stop by the office at 3905 Main Street.
   Holiday Haus is also hiring for “Mainte-
nance Staff”.  Starting pay is $25/hour DOE
Contact info: See above. 

 
Mammoth Casual Dining Restaurant is 

hiring back of the house chefs for kitchen 
management, preparation, hot line, and 
pantry positions.  $22-$28/hour + bonus + 
benefits.Experienced persons may apply at 
951.757.0463 or email to: cpelak@cdcins.
com 

  
Water System Operator
The Mountain Meadows Mutual Water 

Co. is looking for a qualified operator, with 
a minimum of a D1 certification, to per-
form various duties on part-time basis. On 
average, with the assumption of all possible 
responsibilities, this position would require 
10 to 15 hours of work per month.

Interested individuals should send their 
resume and statement of interest to board@
mountainmeadowswater.com

Mammoth Verizon is accepting applica-
tions for a full time Sales Associate posi-
tion.Wage + Commission + Bonus + paid 
vacation. Typical earnings of $18-$25 per 
hour.No experience is necessary, bilingual 
English/ Spanish is a plus. Please apply in 
person at 126 Old Mammoth Rd, Suite 109, 
Mammoth Lakes. 

Part-time OR Full-time Reservation / 
Office Assistant: We have an opening for a 
Part-time OR Full time Reservation / Office 
Assistant. We are an 84 unit vacation condo 
complex, with roughly 50 units in our rental 
program. Applicant must be dependable 
with excellent customer service skills.

Part-time work days / hours: Thurs, Fri, 
Sat (8am – 5pm) Full-time work days / 
hours: Tues through-Sat (8am – 5 pm)

Skills: Excellent customer service skills, 
basic typing, knowledge of Microsoft Word. 
Knowledge of “Escapia” reservation program 
is a plus – but we will train.

Bring Resume to: Rental Office at 895 Can-
yon Blvd, Mammoth Lakes (8 am - 5 pm) or 
email to: dwooten@stantoncondos.com 

Opening for Experienced Maintenance 
Person Full time Salary Position in Mam-
moth Lakes, CA for 84 unit condo complex. 
Must be dependable, hard-working and a 
self-starter for physical position.  Experi-
ence in basic handyman work: carpentry, 
plumbing, electrical, painting; landscaping, 
irrigation system; spa/pool maintenance & 
chemical balancing, pump room experience; 
experience with power tools; snow shovel-
ing; drive small CAT for weekly dumpster 
pickup & snow removal; experience in John 
Deere Loader is helpful.  In addition to sala-
ried Friday – Tues hours (Wed/Thurs off), 
position requires applicant to be “on-call” 
(within 20 mins of property) 5 nights per 
week for “emergencies,” with a required 10 
pm nightly closure of courtyard, rec room 
& walk of complex. (Compensation for the 
“on-call” duties/nightly closure will be a 
1-bdrm condo unit on property for appli-
cant and significant other only. Utilities & 
Wi-Fi included.)  Maintenance person works 
with Gen Mgr to maintain the complex in 
good repair. Must be insurable for driving 
company vehicle.  Must be willing to submit 
to random drug testing. Must have verifiable 
references Submit Resume and References 
to: office@stantoncondos.com OR drop your 
Resume/References to:

   Office - 895 Canyon Blvd., Mammoth 
Lakes, CA.

MLTPA (Mammoth Lakes Trails And 
Public Access Foundation) Operations 
Manager: The Mammoth Lakes Trails 
and Public Access Foundation (MLTPA) 
is seeking energetic, motivated applicants 
interested in serving as Operations Manager. 
A successful applicant will be responsible 
for day-to-day operations, budget prepara-
tion and management, grant management, 
and staffing/human resources. Three years 
of fiscal, administrative, accounting, office 
management, information technology, HR, 
or personnel management experience re-
quired. Demonstrated familiarity and exper-
tise with computer platforms and software, 
especially Microsoft Office; online tools 
including content management systems 
(CMS); cloud based data storage systems; 
and online employee time tracking software. 
Flexible work schedule, compensation com-
mensurate with experience, benefits. Your 
passion for sustainable outdoor recreation 
will be a major plus. Please email resume to 
hr@mltpa.org   

MLTPA (Mammoth Lakes Trails And 
Public Access Foundation) Project Spe-
cialist: A successful applicant will have 
a demonstrated interest in public policy 
including Sustainable Recreation, eco-
system management, State of California 
climate change policies and initiatives, state 
and federal public funding opportunities, 
and federal public lands policy along with 
demonstrated proficiencies writing public 
communications and grant applications. 
Responsible for specific duties as assigned 
by MLTPA staff, including public meet-
ing preparation, messaging and outreach 
review, and participation in public meetings. 
Demonstrated familiarity and experience 
with computer platforms, digital systems, 
and software, especially Microsoft Office. 
Passion for sustainable outdoor recreation a 
plus. Please email resume to hr@mltpa.org

Help Wanted

� 
JOB OPENINGS 

Full-Time Pos itions 
Public Works Facilities Worker
$45,443 – $63,943 
Public Works Maintenance Worker
$48,239 – $67,877

Temporary Seasonal Positions 
Municipal Intern – CED
$18.19 – $21.06

Recreation Facilities Staff – Edison 
Theater
$15.75 – $18.23

Site Coordinator – Edison Theater
$22.01 – $25.48

Temporary Maintenance Worker I – 
Facilities Parks, Trails
$18.19 – $21.06

For more information and to apply, 
please visit 

www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov 



       PUBLIC NOTICES 

Statement Of Abandonment
Of Use of Fictitious Business Name 

Statement:
Silver Lake Pines Road Maintenance 

The following persons have abandoned the 
use of the fictitious business name:
Ann Tozier
P.O. Box 361
June Lake, Ca. 93529

This business is conducted by an Individu-
al.The fictitious business name was filed in 
Mono County.  June 2, 2017
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on July 6, 2022.
File Number17-116 
2022-0128 (7/30, 8/6, 8/13, 8/20)

CROSSING
continued from page 11

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a bulk sale is about to be 
made. The name, business address, to the Seller is: 
Minaret Sports, Inc  P.O. Box 7847 Mammoth Lakes, CA 
93546 
Doing Business as P3-Parks-Pipes-Powder 
All other business name and address used by the Seller 
within three years, as stated by the Seller, is: 
NONE 
The name(s) and address of the Buyer(s) is/are: 
Outer Rebel Inc., dba Green Room Extreme Outdoors 
3211 W. MacArthur Blvd. Santa Ana, CA 92704 

The assets to be sold are described in general as: 
Equipment, Fixtures, & Goodwill. 
and are located at: 3325 Main St, P3-Parks-Pipes-Powder, 
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 

The bulk sale is intended to be consummated at the of-
fice of: Sierra Escrow, P. 0. Box 4099, 126 Old Mammoth 
Road, Suite 110 Mammoth Lakes,CA 93546 
and the anticipated sale date is August 19, 2022 
The bulk sale is subject to California Uniform Commer-
cial Code Section 6106.2 
The name and address of the person with whom claims 
may be filed is: Paula Freeman, Sierra Escrow, P. 0. Box 
4099, 126 Old Mammoth Road, Suite 110 Mammoth 
Lakes, CA 93546  and the last date for filing claims shall 
be August 18, 2022 which is the business day before the 
sale date specified above. 

                                                                                     TS #2022-0140

Notice to Creditors of Bulk Sale
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Mono County Local 
Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) will hold a Spe-
cial Meeting and conduct a public hearing on September 
8 at 2:00 p.m. to approve a resolution adopting a schedule 
of fees for the filing and processing of applications with 
the Commission. 
The meeting will be held in the Mono County Civic 
Center, 1290 Tavern Road, Mammoth Lakes, in the Dana 
Room (upstairs conference room) and remotely, as 
authorized by AB 361, at: https://monocounty.zoom.
us/j/84382130920 and by telephone at: 669-900-6833 
(Meeting ID# is 843 8213 0920, Passcode 5678). 

Members of the public shall have the right to observe 
and offer public comment either at the physical location 
or remotely. Written comments should be emailed to 
cddcomments@mono.ca.gov; mailed to PO Box 347, 
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546; or delivered in person to 
the Community Development Department office at the 
Mono County Civic Center as stated above. 

If you challenge the proposed action(s) in court, you may 
be limited to raising only those issues you or someone 
else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, 
or in written correspondence at, or prior to, the public 
hearing.              
                                                                                         TS#2022-0145

Statement Of Abandonment
Of Use of Fictitious Business Name 

Statement:
Silver Lake Pines Snow Removal

The following persons have abandoned the 
use of the fictitious business name:
Ann Tozier
P.O. Box 361
June Lake, Ca. 93529

This business is conducted by an Individu-
al.The fictitious business name was filed in 
Mono County.  June 2, 2017
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on July 6, 2022.
File Number17-116 
2022-0127 (7/30, 8/6, 8/13, 8/20)

Order To Show Cause For 
Change of Name

Present Name:
Micah Joshua Alvarez

Proposed Name:
Micah Joshua Barlow

Petitioner: 
Micah Barlow
P.O. Box 7145 
Mammoth Lakes, Ca. 93546

Notice of Hearing:
September 8, 2022, 9:30 a.m.
Superior Court of California, County of 
MONO, 100 Thompsons Way, Mammoth 
Lakes, CA 93546

This statement was filed with the 
Superior Court of California, Mono County 
on July 27, 2022.          
Case Number 22UCM58
2022-0138 (8/6, 8/13, 8/20, 8/27)

Notice of Public Hearing 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE MAMMOTH 
LAKES TOWN COUNCIL will hold a PUBLIC HEARING 
on Wednesday, August 17 at 4:00 p.m. at the Mammoth 
Lakes Town Council Chamber, Minaret Village Shopping 
Center, Suite Z, to consider the following:

Consider Adoption of a Housing Impact Mitigation Fee 
Schedule. Consistent with the Mitigation Fee Act (Gov-
ernment Code Section 66000 et seq.), the recommended 
housing impact fees will be available for public review no 
later than August 5, 2022 at the Town Offices at 437 Old 
Mammoth Road, Suite 230, and online at https://www.
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov/1129/2022-Housing-Fee-
Updates. 
The Housing Impact Mitigation Fees are proposed to be 
increased by 13.4% consistent with the 2021 California 
Construction Cost Index (CCCI).

All persons having an interest in the proposed applica-
tion request may appear before the Town Council either 
in person or represented by counsel and present testi-
mony or may, prior to said hearing, file with the Town 
Clerk written correspondence pertaining thereto. 

Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009(b), if this 
matter is subsequently challenged in court, the challenge 
may be limited to only those issues raised at the public 
hearing described in this notice or in written correspon-
dence delivered to the Town of Mammoth Lakes at, or 
prior to, the public hearing. 
 For additional information, please contact Sandra 
Moberly, Community and Economic Director, by 
telephone at (760) 965-3663 or email at smoberly@
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.

The Town of Mammoth Lakes promotes fair housing and 
makes all its programs available to low- and moderate-
income persons regardless of age, race, color, religion, 
sex, national origin, sexual preference, marital status, or 
handicap.
ZOOM WEBINAR INFORMATION
Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device:
Please visit this URL to join. https://monocounty.zoom.
us/s/92958002088
Webinar ID: 929 5800 2088
Or join by phone: (669) 900-6833 Callers - To Raise your 
hand press *9, To Unmute/Mute press *6
BY ORDER OF THE MAMMOTH LAKES TOWN COUN-
CIL
Dated: July 29, 2022    
Jamie Gray, Town Clerk                                      
                                                                                      TS #2022-0141

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF MONO

Job Announcement

The Superior Court of
California for Mono 

County invites
applications for the

position of

Executive Assistant
in the Mammoth Lakes

Courthouse.

Monthly Salary Range: 
$4,346.00- $5,824 DOE         
with excellent benefits

Application and job description 
available at: https://
mono.courts.ca.gov,

or call the court at 
(760)923-2321. Closing Date:

Open until filled

The Superior Court of California,
Mono County, is an equal

opportunity employer.

Notice of Public Hearing 
because I needed it. The energy inside 
that festival is electric. 

““It was an epic journey. I went from 
freezing to sweating. Luckily, I had plenty 
of gas. That was never an issue. Thank God 
that my bike ran, even after dropping it. 
There’s a lot that could’ve gone worse for 
sure, but it was also as bad as I’ve ever had 
it .

“My advice for anyone traveling through 
those harsh environments is to get a 
weather app that doesn’t rely on cellular 
because a lot of that area I was in had no 
cellular service. So, at least you can navi-
gate out of there. 

 Don’t go around barriers, especially 
that say flooded. 

Be prepared in your car for sure you 
want to have a gallon of water for each 
person going through a place like Death 
Valley, because even with water, if it’s 113, 
115 degrees out there, if you break down 
on the side of the Road, you’re in trouble. 

Just be prepared. Have stuff in your car,  
let people know where you’re going, your 
exact route, and check in on occasion. 
Make sure you let some people or some-

body know where you’re going.  Carry a 
GPS emergency beacon type thing like a 
Garmin inReach. They’re great, relatively 
inexpensive, and you just keep it with you 
at all times. You need to have that. 

“How you survive is knowing where 
your limits are and not exceeding those. 
Make sure you have gas. Don’t wait to 
fill up. Always have some kind of insula-
tion with you in your vehicle, a blanket of 
some sort. I know it’s tempting, but don’t 
leave your car if you get stranded, and 
don’t leave it on if it’s cold. This is a tough 
one, but if you’re sitting there for 3 or 4 
days and nobody’s coming around. You 
gotta self-save. Save yourself. 

If you live in the city, it’s a little different. 
You just walk down the street to AutoZone 
or something, and here there are chances 
that you might not get help. No cell ser-
vice. It’s the road less traveled.”

Following the Caltrans loader at Cow Creek.

Conrad Serrano



HORRORSCOPES
By Clouds McCloud

Champions never 

complain. They're too 

busy getting better.

”

“

-John Wooden

Leo: The birthday season is a very pow-
erful time of year for Leos. The power of 
the sun enlivens you to get ready and ex-
cited about the next year of your life. The 
Stars are happy to report that this should 
be a very fruitful year for Fire Signs like 
Leos. That’s why your birthday gifts for 
this year should be tools to help harvest 
and enjoy the fruits of your labors. And 
maybe some WD-40 and new paint for 
those tools you’ve been using to till with 
for so long.
Virgo: We’re in the midst of sunflower 
season, so here are some interesting 
facts about the robust perennials and 
why they should become your good 
luck symbol for the rest of the summer. 
Sunflowers are actually made up of hun-
dreds of smaller flowers. There are over 
70 types of sunflower. The tallest sun-
flower ever reached 31-feet. Sunflowers 
turn to face the sun each day. If there is 
no sun they turn to face each other and 
share their energy.
Libra: Your new role model is fellow 
Libra, the late “Wizard of Westwood,” 
John Wooden. The legendary basketball 
coach was on of the best leaders of all 
time because he really understood how 
to motivate people. To help with your 
own motivation, here are a couple classic 
“Woodenisms,” 1) “Champions never 
complain. They’re too busy getting bet-
ter.” 664) “Nothing will work unless you 
do.”
Scorpio: You may not have known 
exactly known what you wanted to be 
when you grew up when you were a kid. 

But you certainly didn’t want to be an 
anxious, cranky, stressed-out, over-
worked and under-loved person who’s 
favorite relationship is with a four-legged 
creature named 
something like 
“Fluffers” or “Steve." 
But there’s no time 
like the present to 
create the life you’ve 
always dreamt of, or 
at least vaguely had 
some interest in, 
because it'll make 
you happy.
Sagittarius: There’s 
an age-old belief 
that we should each 
spend at least 20 
minutes a day in 
nature. That is unless 
we’re too busy to 
spend 20 minutes in 
nature, in which case we should spend at 
least an hour. It’s easy to get caught up in 
the hectic pace of life and think that’s the 
way it’s got to be. But even rivers in the 
mountains meander through meadows, 
too. So try to tap into your inner wild 
beast - just make sure to wipe your paws 
before coming back inside.
Capricorn: Legend has it that the Bud-
dha was once asked the difference 
between like and love. The Buddha 
was said to respond, “When you like a 
flower you pick it. But when you love a 
flower you water it daily.” As the flowers 
of summer start to wane try to use this 

trailblazer in life and that Clouds is bad 
with math. Now that we got that out of 
the way, please go back to your regular 
scheduled broadcast, which should 
include lots of nature shots and healthy 
doses of au naturel shots, too.
Taurus: Studies have shown that eating 
spicy foods causes our brain to release 
happy hormones like serotonin. That’s 
why your new dietary supplement is to 
add more spice into your life. The benefit 
will be that the happier you feel because 
of your diet the more likely you’ll be to 
add more spice to other aspects of your 
life as well. It’s what we call a win-win, 
with occasional heartburn.
Gemini: As we pant through the dog days 
of summer, here’s some doggone good 
advice for you. Instead of wondering 
how things might go wrong, start visual-
izing how things could go well—really 
well, like standing ovation, happy ending 
kind of well. Every time you can turn a 
negative thought into a positive one, be 
sure to give yourself a “Good boy/girl” 
or Scooby snack or at least a rub on the 
belly.
Cancer: There’s an old saying that you 
should do something everyday that 
brings you closer to your goal. The thing 
to remember, however, is that some days 
your goal can be simply to get some rest 
and recovery. It’s tough to chase after 
anything if you’re running on empty. 
Therefore, one of your new goals is to 
include some regular TLC to keep your 
engine purring like a happy pussycat.

idea when making any big decisions. If 
you enjoy the effort it will require, jump 
right in. Otherwise, you can always get a 
cactus instead.

Aquarius: It’s easy 
to get so caught up 
in the drama and 
stress of life that we 
forget that it’s sup-
posed to be a novel, 
not a short story. 
What is going on in 
your life or has hap-
pened in the past 
are just chapters. 
They’re not the 
whole story. That’s 
why you should do 
more reading. Your 
sign has produced 
some very impres-
sive authors like 
Langston Hughes, 

“Hold fast to dreams, for if dreams die, 
life is a broken-winged bird that cannot 
fly.”
Pisces: Humpback whales have been 
hanging out in Plymouth Harbor recent-
ly. Over 20 great white sharks were spot-
ted around Martha’s Vineyard in single 
day just last week. These are unusual 
sightings along the crowded Atlantic 
seaboard. But it just goes to show that 
sea life is resilient, adaptable and a bit 
unpredictable—just like most Pisces.
Aries: If there’s one thing Clouds wants 
to remind Aries right now it’s that you’re 
awesome, you’re resilient, you’re a 
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BINGO 
NIGHT

Not Your Grandma’s

TUESDAY  
AUGUST 16 
at The Warming Hut 
343 Old Mammoth Rd
DOORS open at 5:30 pm
First BINGO game at 6:00 pm

This month’s proceeds go to: Mammoth Museum 
at Hayden Cabin (under the Southern Mono 
Historical Society), mammothmuseum.org

winnings galore!raffle prizes &

Presented by
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SAGEBRUSH TALES
Man may have been created from 

the dust of the ground (Genesis 
2:7). Not to be outdone, our 

neighbor Nevada was created from some 
“blue stuff.” 

The Utah Territory was created by 
Congress on September 9, 1850. California 
became a state the same day. Whether the 
area encompassing Mammoth was in Cal-
ifornia or the Utah Territory is unknown 
due to the uncertain location of the state 
line. For example, the town of Aurora was 
the county seat of both Mono County and 
Nevada’s Esmeralda County until the line 
was surveyed in 1872.

Anyway it doesn’t really matter. The 
only Mammoth inhabitants then were a 
few itinerant bears and some squirrels.

The Utah Territory would eventually be 
cut in half as a result of the discovery of a 
rich gold deposit in June. 1859. Prospec-
tors Peter O’Riley and Patrick McLaughlin 
made the discovery on the eastern slope 
of Mt. Davidson, near what is now Virginia 
City. The prospectors were flummoxed 
when one Henry “Old Pancake” Comstock 
claimed he owned the land where the 
discovery was made. Comstock’s claim 
was doubtful, but he was let in on the deal 
to avoid a fight.

The men became irritated when rock-
ers, long toms, and other equipment they 
used to wash the gold out of the soil kept 
getting clogged with dirt they called “an-
noying blue stuff.” When finally assayed, 
it was found that a ton of the “blue stuff” 
yielded $900 in gold and nearly $3,000 in 
silver. It was an almost impossibly rich 
find by any measure. So rich in fact that it 

By Jim Reed 
A STATE CREATED FROM 'BLUE STUFF'

BUNDLE YOUR TICKETS & SAVE

Bike Park Quad Pack – Only $175

Ride any 4 days this season for less than $44/day, with 
no blackout dates. Plus, enjoy the convenience of heading 
straight to the lift, shuttle or gondola – no need to stop 
at the ticket window after you pick up your ticket card.

CANCER OUTREACH
ONLINE SILENT AUCTION
Proceeds support the Mammoth Hospital Foundation’s Cancer
Outreach Program, providing support, resources and financial
assistance to people who are battling cancer and live or work in
Mono County.

SILENT AUCTION IS LIVE 
CLOSES SUNDAY, AUGUST 14 @ 8PM

SCAN TO START BIDDING
OR VISIT:
WWW.32AUCTIONS.COM/BVCANCER

3 Night Palm
Springs Stay @

Mesquite Escape

Orvis Clearwater
Fly Rod

Retrospec
Inflatable Kayak

7 Nights @ Mara
Laguna in

Ambergis Caye,
Belize

AND MANY MORE!

foundation@mammothhospital.com
760-924-4128

would spark the creation of a state.
The discovery came to be known as 

the “Comstock Lode,” and the “Rush to 
Washoe” was on. (The larger area was 
often referred to as ‘Washoe’ after an 
indigenous tribe.)

Hundreds of men became rich;  many 
more lost their shirts. One who garnered 
a fortune on the Comstock was George 
Hearst of San Francisco. His son and heir 
was William Randolph Hearst of newspa-
per fame, who became the subject of the 
Orson Welles movie Citizen Kane. One 
can reasonably argue that the extravagant 
Hearst Mansion near San Simeon on Cali-
fornia’s central coast was born of Nevada’s 
blue dirt.

The federal government wanted owner-
ship of the land of silver. Ranchers on 
the fertile lands at the eastern foot of the 
Sierra Nevada resented being governed 
from Salt Lake City under Mormon law. 
The Nevada Territory was therefore carved 
out of the Utah Territory. The act creating 
the territory was signed by President Bu-
chanan on March 2, 1861, two days before 
he was succeeded by Abraham Lincoln. 
The territorial secretary appointed by 
Lincoln was Orion Clemens.

In those early territorial days, an eclec-
tic young writer by the name of Sam Cle-
mens, the brother of Secretary Clemens, 
was a journalist on the Comstock. Sam 
would soon gain lasting fame under an 
unforgettable pen name. 

Citizens in the area campaigned for a 
change from territorial status to state-
hood. Fortunately for them, Lincoln 
wanted another Union-oriented state 

to gain leverage in Congress during the 
Civil War. So Nevada was admitted to the 
Union on October 31, 1864.

Towns were quickly thrown up around 
the Comstock after the 1859 discovery. 
Thousands thronged back east over the 
Sierras as the gold rush in California 
waned. Ramshackle houses appeared 
and saloons, mercantile establishments, 
churches, and bordellos followed. Gold 
Hill and Silver City were among the better 
known towns.

The largest and most populous town in 
the territory was Virginia City. That a town 
in Nevada would be named after a state 
two thousand miles away is a tragi-comic 
story.

Jim Finney—“Old Virginny” he was 
called—was a hard-up prospector who 
had made his way west from Virginia in 
1850. While drunk in his favorite watering 
hole one night in 1859, Finney acciden-
tally dropped a “tumbler of whiskey.” 
He was concerned lest his beloved thirst 
quencher be entirely wasted, so with 
mock ceremony he stomped on the floor-
boards where the tumbler had broken 
and, with arms upraised, shouted to the 
assembled imbibers: “I christen this place 
Virginia City!”

The citizenry liked Jim Finney and his 
story, so the name stuck. There’s not a lot 
of evidence for the veracity of this origin 
story, but it’s a good tale that fits nicely 
within the lore of the Old West.

Dan DeQuille was a journalist for 
the Territorial Enterprise newspaper in 
Virginia City. (His roommate and co-jour-

nalist was Sam Clemens.) In The Big Bo-
nanza, his 1876 history of the Comstock, 
DeQuille said the town was indeed named 
by the legendary Jim Finney. He did not, 
however, mention the fumbled tumbler.

According to DeQuille, Finney “sold 
his interest [in the Comstock Lode] for an 
old horse, a pair of blankets, and a bottle 
of whiskey. He sold a third interest in the 
sluices, water, and diggings in the canyon 
to John Bishop for $25.”

Finney died in 1861 after being thrown 
from a horse while drunk. Like most 
prospectors, he had hardly a penny to his 
name.

Henry Comstock sold his interests for 
$10,000. He died in Montana in 1870, a 
penniless suicide battling the onset of 
dementia. Had he kept his interests in the 
lode that carried his name, he might well 
have become the richest man in Nevada. 

Most of the Comstock’s riches were 
exported west over the Sierras and made 
San Francisco the most prosperous city in 
the West.

Sam Clemens adopted the pen name 
Mark Twain in his iconic Letter from 
Carson City in 1863. The next year he saw 
the light and skedaddled from Virginia 
City to San Francisco, where he perfected 
his craft and went on to become a most 
valuable player in our country’s literary 
hall of fame.

Jim Reed, a once-upon-a-time Mam-
moth attorney, is the author of "The Fatal 
Affair in Convict Canyon." He now lives in 
Nevada.



A NEW
HOME 

FOR 
FAMILY

FUN
ONLY A FEW HOMES REMAIN! 

SCHEDULE A PRIVATE TOUR TODAY.

MOVE-IN BEFORE WINTER, CALL FOR CURRENT AVAILABILITY! 
Luxury Mountain Retreats With Miles of Trails, Open Space & Room To Breathe Near Mammoth Mountain.Luxury Mountain Retreats With Miles of Trails, Open Space & Room To Breathe Near Mammoth Mountain.

UP TO 3 BEDS & FLEX ROOM. UP TO 2,184 SQ. FT. • SALES (760)-934-3334 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM
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