
sheet  
News, Views & Culture of the Eastern Sierra

the

TREE-SON AFOOT

Saturday, November 5, 2022                                                   FREE                                                   Vol. 20, No. Pedro 

  RIP Romo

                     p. 10/

I live here!

p. 4/

Get Carter

p. 15/

Sick Dog 

   p. 13/

Sagebrush Tales

p. 19/

see FIRE, page 8

VROOOOOOOOOOM!

The Bishop Broncos sewed up a league title and undefeated regular 
season last Friday night versus Boron. For more, see p. 5 

Kai Roark was a Top Gun pilot this Halloween. Maybe he can help with the pilot shortage out of the Eastern Sierra Regional 
Airport? For more photos of Trick or Treating in the Mammoth Trails, see p. 18

The ESCCRP willl chop trees for a healthier forest 
By Pike

By Crocetti
MORE THAN ENOUGH SNOW

This past Wednesday, the 
Eastern Sierra Climate & 
Communities Resilience 

Project (ESCCRP) held a virtual 
public scoping meeting that 
included a Q&A with project 
team members. 

Per their page on the Eastern 
Sierra Wildfire Alliance website, 
The ESCCRP, or “Mammoth 
Donut Project,” aims to “im-
prove forest health and resil-
ience and reduce the potential 
of catastrophic wildfire on 
56,000 acres around the Town 
of Mammoth Lakes.” 

How? 
By cutting down trees – dead 

and alive – and piling the 
clippings. Or, as they write, 
“reducing tree density through 
mechanical and hand thin-
ning methods, bringing the 
landscape closer to its natural 
condition.” 

Erin Noesser, the environ-
mental coordinator for the Inyo 
National Forest, presented the 
ESCCRP’s current standing 
during Wednesday’s meeting. 
The target area – 56,000 acres – 
stretches north toward the June 
turn-off and south toward the 
Lakes Basin and the Sherwins. 
When The Sheet reported on 
the project back in March, 
ecologist Malcolm North was 
quoted advocating for the 
removal of as much as 80% of 
the trees. 

But, doesn’t tree-chopping 
hurt forests? 

Not necessarily. 
Noesser pointed toward 

the historic conditions of the 

As of Wednesday, Mam-
moth saw 11 inches of 
fresh snow at Main Lodge- 

the first big dump of the season. 
The new snow pushed Mammoth 
Mountain’s opening day up to 
Saturday, November 5. The plan 
right now is to have chairs 1 and 
6 open. 

“Hopefully we’ll be able 
to have 3 open too, but that’s 
undetermined,” said Eric Clark, 
Chief Operating Officer of 
Resorts Services at Mammoth 
Mountain, during the Mammoth 
Lakes Tourism (MLT) meeting on 
Wednesday. 

What will the rest of the snow 
season look like? The Sheet 
talked with Howard Sheckter, lo-
cal weather extraordinaire, to get 
the scoop. 

“My best guess right now is 
that Saturday night and into 
Sunday, and then especially 
Monday, we will see our next 
storm. It’s really too soon to be 
guessing on how much snow it 
will bring, but it’s gonna start out 
warmer- it might rain in town 
when it gets going on Saturday 
night, and then by Sunday night 
it will most likely turn into snow,” 
said Sheckter. 

The next storm will come from 
Texas and pick up cold air from 
Alaska. By Friday night and into 
Saturday, it will go through the 
Gulf of Alaska and along the 
coast of British Columbia. By 
Sunday morning, it will be off 
the coast of Vancouver Island. 
And by later Sunday, it will be in 
Mammoth.  

“By Monday, we should see 
snow for sure. I mean, a lot of 
things can happen to this storm. 
And right now it’s looking like 
it could produce up to several 
feet of snow. Maybe a good three 
feet,” said Sheckter. 

By Wednesday, November 9, 
the snow should subside. 

The Sheet asked Sheckter what 
his prediction further out into 
the season looks like. 

“From what I can see, we’re 
going to see more storms be-
tween now and Thanksgiving, in-
cluding the one that I expect on 
Monday. At least a couple more 
after that. December is looking 
less certain,” said Sheckter. 

By Sheckter’s best predictions, 
January will be pretty wet. Then a 
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forests surrounding Mammoth. 
The anthropogenic suppression 
of fires over the past several 
decades has caused trees in 
the forests to grow smaller and 
closer together. Weaker trees 
and denser forests make the 
ecosystem more vulnerable 
to high-intensity, devastating 
burns. 

The ESCCRP team looked at 
the surrounding forest’s Fire In-
terval Return Departure, which 
shows the difference between 
current and presettlement 
fire frequencies. Much of the 
forests surrounding Mammoth 
show a high departure from 
historical conditions. Hotter 
fires are burning more often in 
Mammoth’s backyard.

Forest fires are a natural, 
necessary part of an ecosystem. 
Healthy fires torch a few trees, 
scorch off lower branches, 
and stick to the forest floor, 
rather than the crown. Ac-
cording to fire.ca.gov, these 
healthy fires clean the forest 
floor debris, nourish soil, and 
allow for more sunlight to 
reach the trees. They also kill 
diseases and set the stage for 
new grasses, shrubs, and herbs 
to sprout, providing food and 
shelter to creatures that wander 
the forest floors. Fewer shrubs 
decreases demand for water, 
which means healthier, more 
hydrated, and more resilient 
trees. 

In short, the ESCCRP aims to 
restore the surrounding forests 
to their historical conditions so 
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200,000 BEERS
… For what it’s worth, at the final Mammoth Council meeting on Wednesday be-

fore next Tuesday’s election, candidates Truax and Bubser showed up, and incum-
bent John Wentworth was on the dais. 

… The driver of the BMW who killed a pedestrian in Lone Pine has yet to be identi-
fied by California Highway Patrol, and no charges have yet been filed. 

The deceased was identified by the Inyo County Coroner as Javier Hernandez, a 55-
year old trucker from Stockton. He was apparently mowed down while trying to cross 
the highway to get something to eat. 

… Just so you can be reassured that no one really knows what they’re doing when it 
comes to affordable housing, check out Ezra Klein’s October 23 piece in the New York 
Times entitled, “The Way Los Angeles is Trying to Solve Homelessness is ‘Absolutely 
Insane’” 

In 2016, Klein notes that L.A. voters approved a $1.2 billion ballot measure to build 
10,000 units to house the homeless. 

At the time, L.A. was estimated to have 28,000 homeless residents. 
Six years later, there are 42,000 homeless. 
As for the money, it’s gone. They managed to build 3,357 units with it. A recent 

audit found units currently under construction have a median price tag of almost 
$600,000.

Whereas L.A. City Controller Ron Galperin observed that market-rate developers 
are building brand new units for $250,000. 

… From the Oct. 24 issue of the New Yorker, a story about the history of lotteries 
and who plays them. “According to the consumer financial company Bankrate, [lotto] 
players making more than $50,000 per year spend, on average, 1% of their annual 
income on lottery tickets; those making less than $30,000 spend 13% … that means 
someone making $27,000 loses $3,500 to the lottery every year. To put that number in 
context, nearly 60% of Americans have less than a thousand dollars in savings.” 

The other interesting stats were in relation to odds of winning. 
What lotto commissioners have come to realize is that no one cares about the long 

odds of winning nearly as much as the size of the jackpot. 
“To the average person, the difference between one in three million odds and one 

in three-hundred million odds didn’t matter, but the difference between a three-mil-
lion dollar jackpot and three-hundred million dollar jackpot mattered enormously 
… so lottery commissioners began lifting prize caps and adding more numbers - say 
six out of fifty instead of five out of 30 - thus making the likelihood of winning even 
smaller. The New York Lotto launched in 1978 with one in 3.8 million odds; today, the 
odds are one in 45 million.”

Finally, I just devoured the new Paul Newman memoir which just came out. 

It was based on a series of interviews he gave between 1986-1991 when he was in 
his sixties. 

What’s so refreshing is that unlike celebrities from this era who are obsessed with 
preserving the unreality of their public image, Newman explains he wants to poke 
holes in the mythology surrounding him “because what exists on the record now has 
no bearing at all on the truth.” 

One of my favorite anecdotes is when he went to visit August Busch for a donation 
to his Hole in the Wall camp charity for kids with cancer. 

Busch pledges $800,000. 
In his thank you note to Busch, Newman wrote, “In all the years since I was in 

the Navy starting at age eighteen, I have consumed approximately 200,000 cans of 
Budweiser beer. So if you really look closely at the figures, your contribution comes 
to just about $4 dollars a bottle rebate. And since you’ve had use of the money since 
1944, it isn’t really all that much. Still, I’m grateful.” 

Newman’s obituary in the Economist magazine noted he was the most generous 
individual, relative to his income, in the 20th century history of the United States - 
largely due to the creation of his Newman’s Own food lines. 

Another finally. I learned John Cunningham died this week. He was one of the 
leaders of the Advocates for Mammoth and generally ran intellectual circles around 
whomever was in his orbit. 

He did not suffer fools easily. 
Cunningham grew up poor in the Bronx during the Depression. He made his own 

luck when he was turned down for admission by Syracuse University. He packed a 
suitcase and took a bus all the way upstate, talked his way into the Registrar’s office 
and talked his way into a place at the university. 

I hesitate to talk about his professional career, mostly because if I get a fact wrong 
he’ll start turning over in his grave. He worked on defense projects - aircraft and 
weapons systems. I believe he helped design the B-2 Stealth Bomber. 

We’ll see if that elicits a bolt from the sky. 
In his retirement, he was generous and gave lavishly to a number of local non-

profits. 

NIH’s response to the recent employee picket: “The Northern Inyo Healthcare Dis-
trict values and respects all District employees and their right to hold and participate 
in an informational picket. The District entered into negotiations with the Registered 
Nurses and Patient Care and Technical Workers with its value for District employees 
at the forefront, and complied with its obligation to bargain in good faith, including 
but not limited to, providing responses to all proposals. The District’s proposals to 
the employees were guided by the principle of responsible governance and based 
on its current financial circumstances.  The District will continue to engage in this 
process in good faith.”

For a photo of the protest, see page 12. 
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LETTERS
Kudos on CRT analysis

Dear Editor,

Thank you, Charlie Pike, for your 
thoughtful, fact-filled, conspiracy-theory-
free, analysis of CRT. It was a great relief 
to see it in this issue of The Sheet, after 
the diatribes printed in previous issues.

Alice Chan
Sebastapol

Editor,

To Pike’s excellent summary of “What 
is CRT?” let me add a few notes from the 
trenches of California education policy 
and as one who authored K-12 textbooks 
adopted in schools nationwide.

Critical Race Theory (CRT) does not 
appear in California’s K-12 Curriculum 
Frameworks. CRT does not appear in 
California K-12 STAR testing. CRT does 
not appear in a single textbook adopted 
by any of California’s 977 school districts. 

Ditto across 49 other U.S. states and 
DC. That is, CRT is not taught in Ameri-
can classrooms.

CRT earned prominence in the hearts 
and minds of some citizenry only after 
Republican politicians and their lock-
step media popularized it following Mr. 
Trump’s defeat. In their trolling for yet 
another social issue to divide Americans, 
the Party of Lincoln brought an obscure 
and largely unknown graduate-level 
theory to the fore of American debate. 

In no way does CRT promote that all 

white people are racist. Nor does it teach 
anyone to “hate America.” Those pols and 
pundits who opine such distort CRT to 
mislead their audience. 

Thus, as Pike concludes, since the cat is 
out of the bag, let’s investigate if systemic 
racism infiltrates government policy. 

For starters, learn about Jim Crow, the 
Fort Laramie Treaty (1868), and the Chi-
nese Exclusion Act (1882). Explore why 
the 19th Amendment (1920) still denied 
Negro and Native women the right to 
vote in many places. Ask Black WWII vet-
erans why the government denied these 
GIs their benefits. Bone up on real estate 
redlining and other laws and policies 
that made it difficult for people of color 
to obtain home, car, and business loans. 
Why did Congress pass the Civil Rights 
Act (1965), the Voting Rights Act (1966), 
and the Fair Housing Act (1968)? Then, 
go visit Manzanar. 

CRT provides an intellectual frame-
work for all Americans to ponder how 
prior and current government policies 
often disadvantage those with a darker 
skin hue. Let’s all welcome and engage in 
the conversation, then work to erase the 
injustice. 

Stephen Cunha
Mammoth Lakes

Prof. Emeritus, Cal Poly Humboldt

I do live here!

Dear Editor,

First, I’d like to thank Lunch for in-

forming me I no longer live in Mammoth 
Lakes. I was unaware of that fact, as I’m 
in the same home in Town I’ve lived in 
for seven years. I supposed he could’ve 
just asked me, he does have my phone 
number and email address. I can only 
guess it’s some sort of weird reaction to 
having been told he doesn’t own his own 
home a few weeks ago. I certainly don’t 
anticipate a correction on page two, but 
it is too bad he used this erroneous infor-
mation to try to make a political point.

Second, what the heck is this ‘feedback 
loop’ of which he speaks? I’m not in that, 
if there is one. If he can provide a list 
of names, in or out of this ‘loop’ - that I 
should talk to, that would be interesting.

Third, Vote. Please? It’s important. My 
wife and I made thousands of calls in 
support of Obama’s campaigns in 2008 
and 2012, and the consistent message to 
everyone was, simply:    Vote.

Lastly, Yes on Proposition 1, Right to 
Reproductive Freedom. Even though 
local politics clearly didn’t want to talk 
about it and there was but One letter 
to Town Council other than mine, it’s 
important. Oh, and although I very much 
appreciated that Anyone would write a 
letter, I found it humorous that the other 
letter 1) asked the Town Council to Not 
take a position and 2) was submitted by 
the leader of the church that just happens 
to have an elder with the same name 
as the current Town Manager. What a 
coincidence! It’s all great, fully supportive 
of their right, and of religious freedom, 
glad they weighed in (sort of), it was just 
humorous. 

Grady Dutton
Mammoth Lakes (I think)

On underfunded pensions

Dear Editor, 

Great work on last week’s Calpers story 
by Crocetti.

This is such a ticking time bomb 
throughout California. Every municipal-
ity and agency is underfunded. There is a 
website that reports on every entity and 
the benefits former employees are receiv-
ing. The debt load is unsustainable.

I believe you are aware of the lawsuit 
against the town of Mammoth regarding 
the alleged misuse of TOT funds.

Per your report the town is using TOT 
funds to pay the unfunded liability and 
therefore does not think it is a problem. 
No wonder they keep raising the rate.

I am guessing payment of unfunded 
pension liabilities is not one of the per-
mitted uses for TOT funds.

I just checked the Pension Tracker 
site. It was shut down February of this 
year. It was run by an economics profes-
sor at Stanford. I have not looked at it for 
awhile. The last time I checked, entities 
are about 35% funded if you use the real 
rate of return that Calpers has been at-
taining versus their implied rate. So the 
problem is huge!

Bob Yoder 
Mammoth Lakes 

Tent City 

Dear Editor, 

I recently visited the Mammoth Lakes 
Airport. I found a sprung structure there, 

it really looks like a tent. Eagle Lodge is 
the same, a tent. The new MUF is a tent. 
Behind the Fire Dept. used to be a tent.

Can you provide a map and commen-
tary so visitors can visit the tents (sprung 
structures) of Mammoth Lakes? Is Mam-
moth the most tented town in the coun-
try? Is it the tent capital of the world?

Your help would be appreciated, just 
like your paper is.

Tim Rudolph
San Marcos

As stated before in this newspaper, life 
in Mammoth is certainly in tents.  

Country First, Fellow Americans!

Dear Editor, 

I appeal to readers to put country over 
political party. Let common sense rule in 
order to save our republic. It has become 
apparent over the last three years that 
forces are at work to undermine our re-
public and establish an autocracy. Power 
has corrupted many of our reliable, long 
enduring politicians in Washington, D.C.  
Partisan politics prevails. We need to put 
our country first!  Please vote Novem-
ber 8th with this in mind. That said, my 
personal preference for our community 
is Dr. Kermit Jones for Congress and Tim 
Robertson for the State Senate. 

OJ Zeleny
Mammoth Lakes

Farrell points

Dear Editor,

I vigorously object to the tone of the 
front-page article “Transforumational” 
from October 15, 2022. I was a member of 
the school board from 2008-2018. Public 
boards are nonpartisan and call for can-
didates for these seats to put qualities like 
integrity and transparency top of mind. 
It is no easy step for local citizens to put 
their names up for election. The prospect 
of losing is not a happy one. The eight 
citizens running for school board should 
be congratulated for their courage and 
not vilified as ‘robots,’ incapable of utter-
ing anything other than empty phrases.  

 Serving on public boards is vital to de-
mocracy at the local level. A search of any 
of these offices will surface the very terms 
denigrated by this article: stakeholders, 
listening, dignity, community. Would the 
Sheet prefer these candidates use syn-
onyms, or is the Sheet looking for citizens 
who espouse the opposite qualities?

 Candidates for School Board are not 
running for Superintendent. The com-
munity would be ill-served by anyone 
running on a platform or with an agenda.  
Public boards are oversight bodies. Their 
primary role is fiduciary, insuring that 
public funds are spent the way they were 
intended.  I support anyone running 
for one of these offices who withholds 
judgment until it is time to vote, which is, 
ultimately what board members do. They 
vote, but only after hearing from staff, lis-
tening to public comment, weighing the 
recommendation of the Superintendent, 
and carefully considering the opinions of 
fellow board members. 
 

Jack Farrell
Mammoth Lakes 
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BRONCOS ROLL 37-6

NOV 10 HERITAGE ARTS
BUILDING

$20
OPEN GATE 07 PM

PREMIUM SEATING IN FRONT OF STAGE, MEET &
GREET W/CAST 30 MINUTES FOLLOWING THE
SHOW VIP TICKETS $40 

GET YOUR TICKET AT DOOR, OR ONLINE! WWW.TRICOUNTYFAIR.COM

$5 DRINKS

$40 VIP

THURSDAY

The Bishop Broncos wrapped up 
a undefeated regular season and 
secured their third straight High 

Desert League Championship Friday 
night with a 37-6 win over Boron.

Bishop now advances to the CIF Cen-
tral Section Division 5 Tournament. The 
Broncos are the #1 seed receiving a first 
round Bye and will face the winner of 
the #8 and #9 match up between Pioneer 
Valley and Delano. 

The quarterfinal game will be played 
on Thursday, November 10 at Bishop 
Union’s John Schwab Field. 

In the regular season finale Bishop 
celebrated homecoming with a 37-6 
win over Boron. Both teams entered the 
game with 3-0 records in HDL play. The 
Broncos opened up a 17-0 halftime lead 

with touchdown runs by Cain Omo-
hundro and Austin Powell along with a 
30 yard field goal from Victor Esparza. 

The game was at 10-0 with the Bobcats 
driving before Bishop came up with a 
crucial interception and long runback 
right before the half.

The Bronco defense had four inter-
ceptions on the night with picks from 
Cheveyo Marques, Cain Omohundro, 
Elijah Reynolds and Nate Navarrete. 

Reynolds returned his interception 35 
yards for a touchdown. 

The Bronco offense featured a bal-
anced attack with Cain Omohundro 
rushing for 103 yards (all in the first 
half) and quarterback Boden St. Marie 
completing 10 of 18 passes for 121 yards 
and a touchdown. Austin Powell caught 

two passes for 37 yards and a touchdown 
and Albert Cano caught a pair of passes 
for 35 yards. 

Players of the Game were Omohundro 
and St. Marie. Omohundro also contrib-
uted six solo tackles including 2 tackles 
for a loss and an interception returned 
50 yards. St. Marie led an offense that 
didn’t punt until late in the 4th quarter. 
Defensively, Senior Carson Schmidt had 
another great game leading the second-
ary. Carson had 3 solo tackles and 4 as-
sists and made a great pass break up on 
the game’s opening play. 

On Special Teams, Elijah Reynolds 
also had two solo tackle. 

Press Release
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By Jon Klusmire 

A FINAL THREEPEAT
This writeup contains coverage of the 

second part of the Inyo County District 
3 Candidate Forum held October 13 at 
Cerro Coso College in Bishop.

The candidates are Kody Jaeger, a 
member of the Bishop Paiute Tribe 
with an Associate Degree in general 
education and a Bachelor’s in crimi-
nal justice, and Scott Marcellin, who 
has a degree in electrical engineering, 
and is a third-generation resident and 
local business owner. 

The candidates were asked what is 
the “most important issue facing the 
County.”

Both candidates’ response was 
—”Employee housing.” Jaeger noted 
that the Reservation has already 
trying to address affordable housing 
and that she felt the best way to do it 
county-wide was to “build partner-
ships,” towards that common goal.

Marcellin cited California Senate 
Bills 9 and 10 which removes some of 
the restrictions on property that will 
allow additional dwelling units on an 
owner’s lots, although he was worried 
about it becoming a mandate, insist-
ing that “We should have a choice.”

The candidates’ thought on the pos-
sibility of the County subsidizing year-
round air service at the Bishop Airport 
was brought up by an attendee.

Marcellin said that he would like 
to see that airport facilities expanded 
and that the current airport “was built 
too small.” He wants to see year-round 

flights and flights from the East Coast. 
Jaeger wants to see more data and 

understand the pros and cons of 
subsidies before committing to ad-
ditional infrastructure. She says, “We 
need more information … to see if 
it’s feasible.” She said that we should 
first focus on the number of flights we 
already have, and making what we 
already have as comfortable, acces-
sible and active right now.” She said 
she is “a big supporter of developing 
opportunities.”

The recent wildfires and especially 
the recent Fairview Fire brought about 
the question of “what more can the 
County do to help communities that 
lack infrastructure, specifically fire 
hydrants?”

Jaeger returned to her earlier re-
sponse in the first half of the forum 
on the importance of “defensible 
space” and the efforts on the reserva-
tion which is a shared concern for 
everyone (in the whole county). She 
feels the lack of fire hydrants in some 
communities, and incidents of fire 
hydrants from which “no water came 
out,” must be addressed. 

Marcellin noted that not all com-
munities required fire hydrants when 
they were first built. “With the cur-
rent urban wildfire Interphase,” he 
said, “We can’t just let this go on.” He 
mentioned that water tanks, wells, 
and hydrants could be looked at as 
solutions.

“If you elect me, I’ll fight against gov-
ernment waste, fraud and abuse.” 

What a load of crap.
“If you elect me, I’ll make government 

more efficient by cutting red tape. Oh, 
and I’ll fix gas prices and reduce infla-
tion, too.” 

That would be a second load of crap. 
Every two years good, bad and indif-

ferent Congressional candidates trot out 
a tired pledge to “clean up Washington.” 
And every two years, like hormone-in-
fused Junior High kids getting their first 
crush, voters fall for those loads of crap 
and send a “real reformer” to Washing-
ton that will “rein in runaway govern-
ment.”  

And then they never hear another 
word from their new hero except for a 
bland email newsletter now and then. 

For the most part, most folks are OK 
with that. 

That’s because everyone knows that 
one person’s “waste, fraud and abuse” 
is another person’s “well-deserved tax-
funded improvement.” Inyo and Mono 
folks appreciate Caltrans spending tens 
of millions for wider shoulders on US 
395 south of Tom’s Place and a four-lane 
bypass around Olancha. For some twerp 
sitting for two hours in 11-mile an hour 
traffic on I-405 “freezeway” in Los An-
geles, those projects are a serious waste 
of tax money to improve a nearly empty 
stretch of highway. 

People understand that the first job of 
a Congressperson or a state legislator is 
to elbow those losers from Texas or San 
Diego out of the way so “our guy” can 
waddle in, belly up to the trough of tax 
money and grab fistfuls of cash. With any 
luck, most of those slush funds will make 
its way back to the home folks. New cop 
cars? Great. More pavement? Sure. Some 
small business grants? That’s nice. Air-
port improvements? Absolutely. Housing 
money? You betcha. More toilets in the 
woods? About time. 

Love him or hate him, Republican 
Jay Obernolte, Inyo/Mono’s man in the 
House, recently trumpeted his list of 
“Congressionally directed spending” 
(they were earmarks a decade ago, but 
they’ve been rebranded) that made it 
back home, totaling about $11 million. 
Sort of forgot what exactly was on the 
list, but it was better reading than his 
newsletter. 

Politicians know money grubbing is 
their real job. 

Which gets to the heart of my theory 
about why Inyo and Mono county folks 
feel so estranged for years now from the 
nondescript string of our faceless state 
Assembly members and state Sena-
tors. They are basically invisible on the 
Eastside because they don’t deliver the 
cash. They don’t bring a big cardboard 
check from the State of California to a 
well-orchestrated ribbon cutting that 
is a tangible example of them “doing 
something.” Instead, Inyo and Mono get 
a bland press release announcing state 
funding coming from some faceless, 
obscure department or bureau. Meh. 

But every two years when fresh faces 
appear and pledge to represent the 
Eastside, we get butterflies in our collec-
tive stomach and entertain Junior High 

hormonal hopes that “this time it will be 
different.” 

Once a politician gets done with the 
primary job of delivering cash to the 
home front, anything else is just lips flap-
ping in the wind. And rest assured, those 
lips know which way the wind is blow-
ing. That’s why right now we get political 
bloviating about “reducing gas prices” 
when anyone paying attention knows 
the price of gas is determined by mul-
tinational oil companies and interna-
tional oil markets. Congress or governors 
or state legislatures can’t “reduce gas 
prices.” But us peons paying high prices 
at the pump feel like our whining is be-
ing heard when a candidate makes the 
“gas price pledge.”

Same with inflation. The Federal Re-
serve is the main policy driver here. No 
one can really tinker with the US econ-
omy with any assurance the tinkering 
will deliver what was promised. It’s like 
steering an aircraft carrier. Once it starts 
in one direction, good or bad, it’s hard 
to make a course correction. But ranting 
about “fighting inflation” sure sounds 
good in a stump speech. 

Almost as good as “cutting red tape.” 
This eternal pledge arrived with Nixon, 
I think, and never went away. Fifty years 
later it’s still an applause line despite 
there being absolutely no progress to cut 
state or federal “red tape.” I guess voters 
like to hope 

There is one exception to the “I will 
ferret out waste and fraud” rule. The 
Pentagon and military spending in 
general are totally exempt from any ef-
forts at “reform” or “reducing waste and 
fraud.” Remember when Congress asked 
the Pentagon to detail how it has spent 
trillions of dollars and the Pentagon 
responded with, “not really sure, that 
money was probably spent on some-
thing, probably classified. It will take us 
some time to find out since we work in 
the world’s biggest office building.” 

No problem, shrugged the American 
people. “Sorry to bug you. Don’t worry 
about it. We trust you. Love the flag and 
thank you for your service.”

Cynics, me included, can shrug off 
voters’ indifference to those shopworn, 
empty political promises as a symbol of 
civic rot, apathy, indifference or being 
hoodwinked. 

But there is another plausible reason 
for such indifference. 

There are real issues facing the nation 
and state. Abortion, climate change 
and the environment, energy, public 
land stewardship, economic inequal-
ity, homelessness, healthcare, poverty, 
crumbling infrastructure, Social Secu-
rity, military spending and a whole slate 
of foreign policy choices. Everyone has 
their favorites, their list. 

But those don’t get much play because 
if a politician actually promises to “do 
something” about those issues and fails, 
people might notice. Might even vote 
them out of office. So it’s easier to make 
rote promises about issues everyone 
knows can’t be fixed. 

Jon Klusmire, of Bishop, yearns to at-
tend a ribbon cutting.

OP/EDBy Charles James  
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If these old photos of our doctors have you If these old photos of our doctors have you 
thinking “seems like yesterday,”thinking “seems like yesterday,”

Mammoth Hospital’s General Surgery 
Team, (from left) Deanna Dean, RN, 

Richard Koehler, MD, Fru Bahiraei, MD, 
Sarah Sindell, MD, and Tina Wagner, LVN.

it may be time to schedule your colonoscopy.it may be time to schedule your colonoscopy.

Peter Clark, MD | 

Family Medicine Kyle Howell, MD
Emergency

Jonathan Bourne, MD
Anesthesiology

Call or text 760.924.4014 to schedule an appointment.

w w w. M a m m ot h H o s p i t a l . co m

Regular screening, beginning at age 45, is the key to 
preventing, colorectal cancer and finding it early.

that when burns occur, they are healthy 
and productive, rather than intense and 
destructive.

Beyond increasing community resil-
ience to wildfires (i.e. better protecting the 
town from fire devastation), the thinning 
of forests promotes better habitat for fish 
and wildlife and, as mentioned, more 
water that will further fortify the trees that 
remain. In a counterintuitive way, cutting 
down much of the forest might be good 
for the forest in the long run. 

The ESCCRP is currently in its public 
scoping period. During the winter and 
spring of 2023, the team plans to conduct 
an analysis of the 56,000 acres to see what 
the exact effects of forest thinning will be. 

Following their analysis, the team will 
draft an environmental assessment for 
public comment. Come Winter 2024, the 
environmental assessment will be final-
ized. A period for objections to the project 
will occur during the spring of 2024, and, 
in the summer of 2024, the final plan will 
be implemented. 

During the Q&A, Environmental Direc-
tor at Big Pine Paiute Tribe Sally Manning 
asked why thinning had already begun in 
places like the Inyo Craters if the project 
had yet to begin. Fred Wong, District 
Ranger of the Mammoth Ranger District, 
replied, “A lot of that work has been com-
pleted due to previous analysis projects 
from the past that happened to be shelf 
ready.” 

One team member – Taro Pusina of 
Spatial Informatics Group, who has 
worked with wildfire for much of his 

career in places like Yosemite and Bishop 
– addressed the increased fire risk that 
piled logs and branches pose. “If we put 
that biomass on the floor [after cutting it 
down],” said Taro, “it still creates a mas-
sive fire risk… so, yes, there is fire danger 
and fire risk. We did an analysis of that 
risk and prioritized this treatment. There 
is certainly going to be elevated fire risk” 
while those piles are on the ground.

In an email to the Sheet, ESCCRP 
program manager Janet Hatfield of the 
Whitebark Institute wrote that “we are 
actively working with a group of stake-
holders on identifying a solution to use 
all of the woody material/forest waste… 
we hope to identify our preferred alterna-
tive by the end of the year and then begin 
making steps toward realizing that solu-
tion. Right now it’s looking like a small 
bioenergy plant, but who knows where we 
will end up.” 

Some of the material will be made avail-
able as public firewood, and some of it 
will be burned on-site during the winter. 

Similar thinning projects have been 
executed in Inyo County, but never before 
at this scale. 

A large funding source for the project is 
the state of California, which has estab-
lished wildfire goals of treating a million 
acres a year by 2025 and preserving 30% 
of the landscape by 2030. Federal funding 
from Biden’s infrastructure bill and his 
Inflation Reduction Act will also bolster 
the ESCCRP. 

When asked what led the Whitebark 
Institute – a nonprofit whose mission is to 

“facilitate applied research and educa-
tion that enables and informs multidisci-
plinary environmental problem solving” – 
to take on the ESCCRP, Hatfield wrote that 
she was originally approached by Inyo 
National Forest “several years ago” when 
she worked for Plumas Corp. She’d been 
working on similar, smaller projects, but 
her initial response was no. “I didn’t want 
to be involved in such a high visibility or 
political project… not really my style,” she 
wrote. 

Eventually, her mind was changed: 
“After some long conversations, a few key 
people convinced me that no one else 
would likely step up to take this on, and, 
pretty obviously, something really needs 
to be done. Plumas Corp. was awarded 
funding in Spring of 2020, same year as 
the Creek Fire. ” 

As for why Mammoth is getting all the 
attention, Hatfield wrote, “Mammoth 
has a much larger problem than many 
other towns in the eastern Sierra, in that 
fuels mitigation in forests is much more 
expensive and time consuming than in 
other vegetation types. It’s important 
to recognize that, simultaneously with 
the investment in the ESCCRP, the state 
invested in a program to build regional 
capacity around forestry and fire preven-
tion planning.” 

“So, by funding Mammoth as a sepa-
rate project, it allowed for the regional 
program to focus on all the other commu-
nities, while I got to focus on just one large 
problem: ‘Mammoth.’ Whitebark then 
stepped in to help support both of these 
local efforts and hire local people to help 
do the work.” 

A slide from the ESCCRP presentation depicts what our forests could look like after thinning occurs

A slide from the ESCCRP presentation depicts what a burn could look like after thinning occurs
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In a New York Times article from Octo-
ber 23, opinion columnist Ezra Klein 
reported on the status of Los Angeles’s 

Proposition HHH, a ballot measure passed 
in 2016 that raised $1.2 billion through a 
higher property tax to create 10,000 new 
apartment units intended to house L.A.’s 
homeless population.

Though it sounded good on paper, six 
years have passed and the city has only 
built 3,357 of the 10,000 units. And, the 
units have cost the city a lot more than 
expected; the average cost per unit under 
construction is now $596,846- more than 
the median sale price for a home in Den-
ver. Some units under construction have 
cost more than $700,000 to build. 

HHH funds have also only covered 
around $134,000 of the $596,846 per-unit 
cost; the rest has come from various other 
funding sources, including tax credits, 
philanthropic donations and state and 
local incentives. But with each new (and 
needed) funding source, L.A. is required 
to fill out lengthy, detailed applications, 
which has slowed down the process of 
actually building the units. 

The city has also had to pay additional 
costs associated with entitlements, per-
mits, green building code costs, developer 
costs, architectural costs, and labor costs. 
“Even if a project does survive all this, it 
does so at an increasingly higher per-unit 
cost, which then, of course, becomes one 
more data point that gets wielded in oppo-
sition to the next project,” wrote Klein. 

This all has compounded to slow down 
the city’s progress in creating housing for 
its roughly 42,000 homeless residents- 
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dry February and March, and an average 
April. 

“It’s looking a lot more positive for the 
winter to be at least a normal season, as 
compared to last year where we barely got 
any snow,” said Sheckter. 

This is the third La Nina year in a row for 
the region; according to Weather.gov, “dur-
ing a La Nina year, the changes in Pacific 
Ocean temperatures affect the patterns of 
tropical rainfall. These changes in tropical 
rainfall patterns affect weather patterns 
throughout the world. La Nina episodes in 
the winter months feature a wave-like jet 
stream flow across the United States and 
Canada, which causes colder and stormier 
than average conditions across the North, 
and warmer and less stormy conditions 
across the south.” 

Sheckter explained: “So for Northern 
California, the bias becomes a little bit 
wetter than normal, and for Southern 
California, it’s a bit drier than normal. In 
central California, it’s kind of 50/50: it can 
be dry, it can be wet. For our particular 
area, it’s definitely variable. We just came 
off of two dry La Nina years, so I would 
imagine we’re probably going to have a 
much better winter this year. I mean, how 
many times can you keep rolling a seven, 
you know?”

Sheckter says that people should get 
their skis and snowboards ready to ride. 
“Overall, the snowpack this Thanksgiving 
should be fairly decent. If the next storm 
comes in the way it’s showing, it should be 
really good base-building. The mountain 
will soon have plenty of snow.” 

many of whom are dying every day due to 
poor living conditions on L.A.’s streets. 

The city of Los Angeles is currently at 
war with itself in trying to find a solution to 
HHH’s stagnation: some argue for building 
massive shelters in the meantime, while 
others are pushing for long-term units to 
be produced at a faster rate. The L.A. gov-
ernment can’t seem to make either option 
happen.  

“Authority is fractured in the Los Ange-
les political system. The mayor is relatively 
weak, and the City Council is currently in 
chaos…Power is further fractured between 
the City Council and the County Board of 
Supervisors, and neither side works well 
with the other,” wrote Klein. 

In his article, Klein also pointed out the 
hypocrisy of housed L.A. residents, a ma-
jority of whom claim they strongly support 
building housing for the homeless- just as 
long as it’s not in their own backyard, near 
their child’s school, doesn’t look hideous, 
and doesn’t interfere with their own park-
ing. 

“This is the paradox of housing de-
velopment in Los Angeles and so many 
other cities. The politics of the affordable 
housing crisis are terrible. The politics of 
what you’d need to do to solve it are even 
worse,” concluded Klein. 

Sound familiar? 
Tom Cage, owner of Kittredge Sports, 

moved to Mammoth in 1976. At that time, 
a studio condo in town was $19,000 to 
purchase to own. His rent was between 
$250-300 a month. Now, vacant studio 
apartments are virtually impossible to 
come by- and if you do come by one, the 

average rent is over $1,000.  
A one-bedroom unit back in the ‘70’s 

was around $29,000 to buy. The same unit 
today would cost around $400,000, accord-
ing to Cage. “I mean, you can’t build a 
two-bedroom, two-bath fourplex without 
charging $3,300 a month just to cover your 
expenses. And the bank wants you to put 
30% down too, so that’s tough to do. The 
only incentive for developers is the fact 
that rent will continue to increase as the 
years progress,” said Cage.

As the owner of the oldest business in 
Mammoth, Cage reflected on how much 
more affordable the “Mammoth lifestyle” 
used to be: “20 or 30 years ago, people 
would choose to take a year off of college 
to live up here and then they’d never go 
back. They’d live here, they’d figure out a 
way here, they’d build a real life here. But 
the reality is that, that is tougher to find 
and do because the cost of pay hasn’t kept 
up with the cost of living. Our payroll per-
centage is way higher today than it was 20 
years ago, and it’s still harder than it was to 
afford to live here. Inflation doesn’t help. A 
week’s groceries used to cost you $75 and 
now it’s $150. The nature of the beast.”

Cage has concerns that there won’t be 
enough workers to keep up with the rate 
of Mammoth’s rapidly expanding develop-
ment. “The businesses here are already 
short-staffed. And this is the case because 
we don’t have enough housing for the 
town’s workers. Yet, we keep pushing more 
and more development projects through 
the town pipeline that will require even 
more employees. How many employees 

Similar to L.A., the housing crisis in Mammoth may just be the tip of an iceberg. Will the town sink? 

see HOUSING, page 12



more ROMO, page 11
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Sergio Anthony Romo, known fondly 
as Tony, passed away on Sept. 6, 2022. He 
was 72 years old.

Tony was born on June 11, 1950 in Los 
Angeles to Eliodoro and Faustina Aceves 
Romo; he was the only boy out of four 
children. He grew up in Highland Park 
and graduated from Benjamin Franklin 
High School in 1968. As an avid surfer, 
he enjoyed catching waves in Southern 
California and Baja.

Even just out of high school, Tony 
was someone whom people looked up 
to. Longtime friend, Rod Rangel, while 
several years younger than Tony, recalls 
that he was the type of friend who never 
left anyone out.

“He always supported you and had 
your back,” Rod explains. This was a trait 
that stuck with Tony throughout his life.

Tony received his B.S. in Business 
Administration from California State Uni-
versity, Los Angeles in 1972 and worked 
as an auditor for LA County before mov-
ing to Mammoth Lakes in 1975. This was 
back when everyone knew everyone in 
the small mountain town. He moved to 
Mammoth to ski, as many do, but drought 
foiled his plans for the first two years, so 
he stuck around waiting for a good snow 
year. He never left.

He started working at a private ac-
counting firm in town and then went to 
work for Sierra Pacific Airlines, which 
was affiliated with Mammoth Mountain 
Ski Area. While there he worked closely 
with Nick Gunter, Controller for MMSA. 

OBITUARY
SERGIO ANTHONY ROMO 1950-2022

A birds eye view of CUTL’s operations. Photograph courtesy of CUTL

When the airline sold, Nick brought Tony 
on at the Mountain to run the Business 
Office. This is where his long relationship 
with Dave McCoy, founder of Mammoth 
Mountain Ski Area, began.

“Dave always encouraged, rather than 
discouraged people,” recalls Tony’s friend 

and colleague Stacey Crockett. “Tony was 
a lot like that. You couldn’t rattle him. He 
never got upset.” Crockett adds that this 
was why he was so great at dealing with 
people. “He was always a calming factor 
for everything.” 

He was an important staple to the 

Mammoth Lakes community as it grew 
over the years, but unlike some other 
local legends, Tony was found behind the 
scenes. Always helping, always keeping 
things even keeled. For years, friends like 
Rangel did not even realize Tony’s status 
at the Mountain because of his humble 
nature.

Over the years he continued to work 
for Nick and Dave as Director of Business 
Operations for MMSA. He was the first 
person in this position and oversaw all of 
the Mountain’s electronic systems. 

“Tony was the innovator of the ski area,” 
explains longtime friend and former col-
league Scott Johnson. He brought in new 
technology such as electronic credit card 
machines and was the first person to get 
excited about the concept of lift tickets 
opening the gates in the lift lines.

“I remember when we were setting up 
the Zon [electronics], Tony said, ‘when 
the Zon goes down, because it will, calmly 
reach for the old credit card swiper and 
carry on with business’,” Johnson says. 

“Tony also wanted the town and the 
mountain to be more cohesive,” Johnson 
says. He was involved in things such as 
taking lift tickets to condos around the ski 
area for them to sell at their front desks. 
No small feat when it came to convincing 
Nick to allow them to do this.

Following the sale of the Mountain in 
2005, Tony co-founded BMI bookkeep-
ing firm in 2007 while continuing to work 
for Dave McCoy in his personal life. Tony 
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took care of everything for Dave from 
his financials to coordinating healthcare 
as Dave and his wife Roma grew older 
and eventually passed away. After their 
deaths Tony continued as co-trustee of 
the estate. Everyone that knew Tony was 
well aware that his loyalty of more than 30 
years to Dave and Roma McCoy was more 
than just a job, when necessary he never 
hesitated to put their interests above his 
own.

Long-time friends such as Ron Meyer 

wentworth4council.com

for town council
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•Community Housing
•Sustainable Outdoor Recreation
•Community Recreation Center
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John Wentworth for Town Council

“ –  Jim Barnes, Mammoth Lakes

“MLTPA. The Sherwins Working Group. Measure R. John's list of accomplishments are 
  impressive, and hopefully there will be many more to come.”

“
–  Lynda Salcido, Mayor, Town of Mammoth Lakes

"For the past four years, I have served on Mammoth Lakes Town Council with John 
 Wentworth. Very few people have the depth of knowledge on sustainable recreation, 
 forest health, climate adaptation, wildfire resilience, housing, and the essential partner-
 ships needed to achieve the goals associated with these topics.  It is essential that John's
 work on behalf of the residents of Mammoth Lakes and the entire region be continued.”

“ –  Sarah Rea, Town Council, Town of Mammoth Lakes

“Of course John Wentworth deserves another term, we need his experience, his passion, 
 and his smarts on Mammoth Town Council.”

“ –  Mark Coronado, Mammoth Lakes

“John Wentworth is an asset to the community through his dedication and tireless work 
 to make Mammoth Lakes a positive environment to live, work and recreate for all.”

“ –  Stacy Corless, Mono County Supervisor District 5, Mammoth Lakes

“John's visionary, informed and collaborative leadership has served the Town of Mam-
 moth Lakes well. We need his work to continue in a third term on the council.”

“
–  Colin Fernie, Mammoth Lakes

“I am lucky to have served on Town Council with John for four years. I know first-hand 
 the quality, commitment, intelligence, experience, vision and drive that he brings to the
 position. John is a force to be reckoned with and is truly the best of the best.”

“
–  Rick Wood, Mammoth Lakes

"John is the best and most qualified candidate for Town Council.  His demonstrated commit-
 ment, judgment, and ability to lead are only a few of the qualities which Mammoth needs in 
 a Town Council member.  I and my wife, Cheryl, heartily endorse his candidacy."

“
–  Jo Bacon, Mammoth Lakes

“I worked with John on the formation of MLTPA and MLR, as a Board Member for MLTPA, 
 and as a fellow council member. His passion, enthusiasm, and drive have been and will
 continue to be great assets for our community and I fully endorse his re-election.”

“ –  Jeff Griffiths, Inyo County Supervisor, District 2

“John is one of the hardest working, most dedicated public servants that I have had the 
  pleasure to work with!  I look forward to working with him for another 4 years.”

“
–  Karen Schwartz, Mayor, City of Bishop

“John Wentworth is a public servant through and through. He understands how the 
 public process works and brings people and agencies together. He works tirelessly for 
 Mammoth Lakes and the entire Eastern Sierra region creating long-lasting policies that 
 benefit all of us.”

“ –  Kathy Copeland, Mammoth Lakes

“Go John! You have single-handedly made such a positive impact on this community… 
 I love supporting you and your willingness to serve again!”

…because we do it all together.

From folks I’ve worked with…

VOTE
ON TUESDAY!

✓

took care of everything for Dave from 
his financials to coordinating healthcare 
as Dave and his wife Roma grew older 
and eventually passed away. After their 
deaths Tony continued as co-trustee of 
the estate. Everyone that knew Tony was 
well aware that his loyalty of more than 
30 years to Dave and Roma McCoy was 
more than just a job, when necessary 
he never hesitated to put their interests 
above his own.

Longtime friends such as Ron Meyer 
remember Tony for his generosity and 
love of being outside. He was an avid 
cyclist, Nordic skier, waterfowl hunter, 
Nacra Cat racer and more. He never did 
anything on a casual basis choosing 
instead to go full throttle in both work 
and play.

“Tony was best being outside,” Ron 
recalls, noting many travels together for 
outdoor races and opportunities. 

In the winter you could find Tony Nor-
dic skiing at Tamarack Lodge every day 
before work and often before daylight. In 
the summer, you would find him train-
ing for his next century bike ride or out 
on Crowley Lake water skiing with the 
kids. Tony was recently refreshing his 
fly-fishing skills and he loved hiking to 
secret spots with his beloved chocolate 
lab, Muddy Buddy.

He also had a bit of a mischievous side 
when it came to his outdoor adventures.

As Rangel recalls with a laugh, “he nev-
er gave you the whole story because he 
knew you wouldn’t go with him.” Many 
of his friends referred to this as “getting 
Romo’d.” The fun that was had, however, 
was always worth it.

He shared his love of the outdoors with 
his children from the moment each of 
them could be strapped in a backpack 
or could help pluck geese and ducks. 
He spent many years training Labrador 
retrievers and would travel to AKC Re-
triever trials all over the western U.S. with 
the family and travel trailer in tow. As the 
kids grew up, they were introduced and 
encouraged to participate in everything 
from surfing, backpacking, and hunting 
to competitive snowboarding and Nordic 
skiing. 

Tony’s greatest accomplishment was 
his family. He loved to brag about them 
any chance he got; with five children 
there was a lot to be proud of. He was 
known by his grandkids as GPFF – 
Grandpa French Fry because he never 
failed to show up with French fries from 
McDonald’s.

He was a mentor to many and instilled 
in them the work (and play) ethic he 
learned over the years. 

Tony is survived by his wife Roxanne 
Romo and their children Lauren (Corey) 
White in Boulder, WY; Emma (Michael) 
Haisten in Big Pine, CA and Joelle Romo 
in Kalispell, MT, as well as his former 
wife, Jill Coons and their children Benja-
min Romo (Maggie Massie) in Talent, OR; 
Rochelle Lorenz (Matt) in Bishop, CA, 
and his four grandchildren, twins Lucas 
and Owen Lorenz, Embry White, and 
Indiana Haisten. He is also survived by 
two of his sisters, Emma Covarrubias and 
Esperanza Diaz. He is preceded in death 
by his sister, Alicia Bergman.

Although it is impossible to completely 
express in words Tony’s extraordinary life 
and his lasting impact on his family and 
friends, we would like to thank everyone 
for their kind words in remembrance of 
Tony. His smile will be missed by all.
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Nurses, patient care, and technical workers hold picket after NIH rejected original Union proposals
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 everyone 6 months+

Vacunas contra la gripe GRATUITAS 
para todos los mayores de 6 meses

For more information, visit: 
Para más información, visite:  

www.inyocounty.us/vaccine-clinics

will the CRC take? How is the town going to 
have enough employees to run that place? 
We currently have a shortage in employees 
to even shovel the snow in town... I think 
the best solution is trying to get govern-
ment funding involved.” 

The Sheet spoke with Patricia Robertson, 
Executive Director of Mammoth Lakes 
Housing (MLH), who works on the front-
lines of advocating for government funding 
towards affordable housing in Mammoth.  

While Robertson says that bureaucratic 
regulations have created quagmires of slow 
moving progress in Mammoth, it’s for dif-
ferent reasons than L.A. 

“The state of California is funneling a ton 
of money towards homelessness preven-
tion, but Mammoth’s residents who can’t 
afford to live here don’t qualify for these 
programs,” said Robertson. “These are peo-
ple who have one, two, or even three jobs. 
They don’t meet California’s traditional 
‘homeless’ income level of 30% of the area 
median income (AMI). But they still can’t 
afford to live here and we need them.” 

Robertson fought the state in order to 
raise the threshold of what is considered 
“affordable” in Mammoth. “Our town’s 
firefighters, teachers, government employ-
ees, and road crew all wouldn’t qualify for 
‘low income housing’ unless we bumped 
up the annual salary conditions; and 
they’re the ones who ultimately are keep-
ing Mammoth alive,” she said. “So we con-
vinced the state that we needed to serve 
up to 80% AMI. That is an individual who 
makes approximately $40,000 annually. 
Which is somebody who has one full-time, 
or two part-time, jobs in Mammoth. Policy 
makers are exacerbating working class and 

middle class homelessness by offering a 
majority of their resources strictly to the 
extremely low-income population. It’s 
leaving a lot of people in the dust, mak-
ing affording housing more difficult for a 
missing middle- for people who actually 
have jobs.”

According to Robertson, “In recent 
times, everyone is on the housing band-
wagon. But in terms of programs and poli-
cies, we’re late to the game. We have the 
site for The Parcel and I think the commu-
nity is pretty much all on board with that.” 

But like Proposition HHH, The Parcel 
isn’t coming to Mammoth at a cheap price. 
The cost to build each unit of Phase One is 
currently around $587,500.

“If you subscribe to capitalism, then sup-
ply is an issue, and market rate developers 
can’t make their profit unless they jack 
the prices of their units up. For affordable 
housing, we aren’t putting in any fancy 
amenities, but the cost of building it is ulti-
mately still high. We can get grants and le-
verage funds, but the price is the price and 
we can only do so much. The longer we 
take, the more expensive things are going 
to get. In my mind, either pay for it now, or 
decide you don’t want it,” said Robertson. 

In 2015, the town of Mammoth Lakes got 
rid of its “inclusionary policy”, which re-
quired the town to allocate 10% of all new 
developments to either be affordable hous-
ing or to cover the cost of providing that 
affordable housing off-site. “In 2015 we lost 
that, but now we’re getting the Limelight. If 
that was in place, we’d have 15 more units 
right there. I mean, where are the people 
who work at this hotel supposed to live?” 
asked Robertson, showing similar concern 

as Cage.  
“There is a lot of ego and strong per-

sonalities and people who live by, ‘it’s my 
way or the highway’, here -resilient folks 
who have strong opinions- and I think that 
holds us back from working together and 
collaborating. MLH is a small non-profit. 
We brought in more than $14 million, 
but we’re only 3 full-time staff people. 
If we had partners like The Chamber of 
Commerce or if businesses were mak-
ing contributions to our cause, I think we 
could probably do more. But because the 
hospital only wants to house their employ-
ees, and the mountain only wants to house 
their employees, and all these businesses 

only want to worry about housing  them-
selves… Well, we’re weaker when we’re 
all separate, and we could be stronger 
together.”

The Sheet asked Cage what he thinks the 
future of Mammoth will be if the housing 
crisis isn’t solved. 

“It scares me to think about that be-
cause, 5 years from now, we’re going to 
have people retiring. And they’re going to 
need to be replaced. Some of them may 
move out of town, some of them may not. 
Where do the people who need to replace 
those people live? That’s really the $64,000 
question.”
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County allows for return of seized bulldogs as long as dogs get spayed
IBARRA IN THE DOGHOUSE
By Pike

Nine bulldogs. Some French, some 
English. Bum Bum, Burguja, 
Bella, Mochi, Roxi, Bellota, Sace, 

Yaya, and Gucci. 
Nine bulldogs, packed into wire cages 

with feces-covered wire floors, according 
to a report by the Sierra Wave from May 
26. The ventilation was poor. The cage 
reeked. Inyo County Animal Services got 
a tip – somebody (Pedro Ibarra) illegally 
breeding bulldogs on his property at 
Keough’s in Bishop. 

According to BubblyPet.com, purebred 
English bulldog puppies demand a high 
price: $1,500 to $4,500. French bulldogs, 
according to the Canine Journal, go for 
$1,500 to $3,000.

Per Inyo County District Attorney 
Thomas Hardy, Ibarra has two cases 
against him. First, a civil, administrative 
proceeding in which the County – via the 
County Counsel’s office and Animal Ser-
vices – sought to remove the dogs from 
Ibarra’s possession. Then, a criminal 
case. Ibarra faces charges of both failing 
to provide proper care for animals (Penal 
Code section 597.1) and possessing more 
than four dogs on a lot (a zoning viola-
tion). A pair of misdemeanors.

The criminal case’s jury trial starts 
Monday. A settlement conference on No-
vember 3rd decides whether or not the 
trial happens. As Hardy explains, “In the 
criminal case, the Defendants (Mr. Ibarra 
Cortes and Ms. Gonzale[z]) have applied 
for a process known as ‘misdemeanor 
diversion.’ This is a process where the 

www.mammothbreakfastclub.com

Now Accepting Credit Cards

Indoor / Outdoor Seating / Dog Friendly Patio
Real Vodka Homemade Bloody Mary’s,

Cocktails, Mimosa’s & Beer

Homemade Pastries, Muffins, Crossaints, Biscuits
Mexican Breakfast Specialties, Omelettes, & More

judge can ‘stay’ the misdemeanor case 
and instead have the defendants com-
plete a program of supervision. If the 
Defendants are successful, the Court 
would dismiss the criminal case… after 
the defendant has complied with all of 
the terms set by the Court” – terms like 
obeying all laws, being subject to search, 
etc. 

Hardy went on, writing in an email to 
the Sheet that “this procedure is available 
to most defendants charged with misde-
meanors who have clean records (there 
are some exceptions for offenses like 
driving under the influence and domestic 
violence). My office’s position has been 
that if the defendants agree to surrender 
the dogs as part of that process, or to 
comply with the decision in the Admin-
istrative case, we would not oppose it. 
Neither defendant has any substantial 
criminal history and are otherwise eli-
gible for diversion.” 

The decision in the administrative 
proceeding, ordered on October 26th 
by Hearing Officer Brad Braaten: “The 
seized dogs are not to be released to 
any person until consent is given by the 
person receiving a seized dog to spay the 
seized dog to be released, and the spay 
procedure has been successfully con-
ducted.” 

To get the dogs back, the dogs need to 
be spayed. 

If the pertinent parties comply with 
this order, Bum Bum and Burguja will be 
released to Harlan Dewey. Bella will be 

released to Dianna Ibarra. Bellota will go 
to Daniela Alvarado Hernandez. Sace, 
Yaya, and Gucci will be returned to Pedro 
Ibarra.

Braaten wrote that “no evidence is 
present to demonstrate to the satisfac-
tion of this hearing officer that necessary 
care will be provided to Mochi and Roxi if 
released.” 

The administrative proceeding found 
that “the seized dogs were not properly 
cared for, filthy, and in need of acute 
veterinary assistance on May 12, 2022. 
The seized dogs were held in deplorable 
conditions at the Keough’s residence. The 
seized dogs' living conditions were the 
product of neglect and incompetence 
by the owners. This finding is based on 
the declaration of Katie Bird. This find-
ing is based on the testimony [of] Pedro 
Ibarra, who appears to not understand 
the gravity of the situation, the conditions 
he placed the dogs in, or his responsibili-
ties as owner to keep the dogs clean and 
healthy.” 

Braaten continues: “The seized dogs 
were in extremely poor condition both 
externally and internally. The need for 
care was superficially obvious to a lay 
person, which would have led to the dis-
covery of the need of internal care once 
addressed by a veterinar[ian].” 

“The seized dogs’ health would benefit 
from being spayed. [Ibarra and Gema 
Gonzalez] left a uterine infection untreat-
ed for over 4 months and refused to spay 
one of the seized dogs to address the in-

fection. During surgery to correct the un-
treated entropion infection, an old metal 
suture was still embedded in the seized 
dog. The metal suture was removed dur-
ing surgery. Most of the dogs had bloody 
discharge and/or foul smelling discharge 
from the urinary or vaginal area indicat-
ing an infection,” wrote Braaten. 

Braaten also wrote that, when Ibarra 
was “afforded an opportunity to address 
the conditions that led to the seizure 
at Keough’s” during the administrative 
proceeding, Bratten found that Ibarra’s 
testimony “demonstrated that he is 
either incompetent in caring for animals 
or lacked transparency about his level 
of involvement and responsibility that 
led to the seizure. When presented with 
evidence of the obviously deplorable 
conditions of the dogs and building, he 
simply responded that he would give the 
dogs a bath.” 

Ibarra has “taken significant financial 
steps to provide adequate care of a dog 
should he be granted permission to own 
or possess a dog in the future,” wrote 
Braaten. Ibarra has renovated his kennel 
setup – it now has a doggy door, fans, and 
AC. “Quite simply,” wrote Braaten, who 
watched a video of the setup, “the kennel 
was impressive. The property has an area 
fenced in exclusively for dogs as well as a 
larger area the dogs can be released into if 
necessary.” 

Ibarra has a right to appeal the decision 
from the administrative proceeding in the 
Superior Court. 
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Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers
AROUND HERE, IT’S “OPENING” DAY 

EVERY DAY

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC

m a m m o t h

GEAR
EXCHANGE

106 S. Main St., Bishop (760) 873-4300

Happy Hour/
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill 
Pursuit of Happiness Hour Daily 
3-6 p.m.  and extended Pursuit of 
Happiness hour Mon.& Thur. 3-8 p.m. 
More info: see ad p.13
Austria Hof Happy Hour 
4-6:30 p.m. Sun-Thurs/4-6 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday. 
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour every 
day from 4-7 p.m. Monday happy hour 
all day. And Taco Tuesdays are back! 
More info: see ad p. 3
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour: 4-6 
p.m. daily. $6 dollar menu items, 
drink specials. More info: see ad p. 19
Petra’s happy hour until 6 p.m. 
Signature cocktails, special menu.  
Roberto’s Happy Hour: 2-5 p.m. daily. 
The Mogul happy hour 5:30-6:30 
p.m. in the bar with food and drink 
specials. 
Lakanuki happy hour 3-6 p.m. daily. 
Mammoth Tavern Happy hour 4-5:30 
p.m. 1/2 off drink and app. specials
Distant Brewing happy hour 3-5 p.m, 
Monday-Thursday

November 11-12/ 
Live Music at Liberty Bar with Big 
Smooth on Friday and Pay the Rent 
movie premiere with music by Blind 
Fortune on Saturday. More info: see ad 
p. 13

November 1-8/ 
43rd Anniversary Footloose Sale at 
Footloose Sports in Mammoth. More 
info: see ad p. 3

November 5-6/ 
Felici & Friends Winter Concerts 
performing @ 5 p.m. Saturday at Cerro 
Coso College, Mammoth and 4 p.m. 
Sunday at Cerro Coso College, Bishop. 
For more info, including how to get 
tix, see ad p. 2

Saturday, November 5/ 
Holiday Bazaar at First United 
Methodist Church in Bishop from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Baked treats, free coffee, 
hand-crafted items, seasonal decor, 
and more. 
Craft Fair at Calvary Baptist Church 
in Bishop from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Soaps, 
spices, jewelry, honey, homemade 
crafts, and more.
Holiday Craft Show @ Bishop 
Country Club. Time: 8 a.m. ‘til 1 p.m. 
CalTrans Free Dump Day at the 
Bishop-Sunland Landfill and the Big 
Pine Transfer Station. Trash loads 
should be sorted and properly tarped 
before bringing to transfer station. 
7:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Big Pine limited 
capacity, will stop accepting loads 
once full. 
New Mammoth Mountain Opening 
Day! 

Sunday, November 6/ 
CalTrans Free Dump Day at 
Bridgeport Transfer Station from 7:30 
a.m. to 3:15 p.m. 50 Garbage Pit Road, 
Bridgeport, CA. Limited capacity 
Station and weather dependent. 
Knitting Circle offered at the Mono 
Arts Council from 4-6 PM. Bring a 
project you’re currently working on, 
or you can rent and purchase supplies 
from us. For more information: 760-
914-2909. 

Monday, November 7/
AkaMya Culture Group, will host a 
Pow Wow Social Dance from 6-7 p.m. 
Located in Minaret Shopping Center.  
437 Old Mammoth Road. FREE.  All 
ages are welcome.  Register here at:  
https://www.monoarts.org/pow-wow-
social-dance-1. For more information:  
760.914.2909.
Inyo County/L.A. Technical Group 
meets. Time: 1 p.m. Location: Bishop 
City Council chambers or online 
Webinar ID: 837 9480 2777
Passcode: 903031
Mammoth Lakes Lodging Assn. 
meets. Time: 10 a.m. Join Zoom 
meeting @ https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/88670501007
Fentanyl and Overdose Prevention 
Education Night @ Mammoth 
Middle School. Time: English 6-7 p.m. 
Spanish: 7-8 p.m. 
Mono Basin Historical Society 
Potluck (6 p.m.) and program (7 
p.m.) @ the Lee Vining Community 
Center. Tonight: Jeff Gabriel and 
Bernadette Johnson present on “Born 
Free & Equal: The Story of Loyal 
Japanese-Americans”

Tuesday, November 8/
Inyo County Board of Supervisors 
Meeting at 8:30 a.m. in County 
Administrative Center, 224 N. Edwards 
St., Independence.
Mono County Board of Supervisors 
Meeting at 9 a.m. in Mono Lake Room, 
1st Fl., County Civic Center, 1290 
Tavern Rd., Mammoth Lakes.
Planning and Economic 
Development Commission at 9 a.m. 
@ 437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite Z, 
Mammoth Lakes

November 9-17/
Sierra Classic Theater’s annual 
murder mystery “Bloody Day at 
Brawley” takes place at five different 
venues over seven nights. More info: 
See ad p. 2

Thursday, November 10/
Owens Valley Radio Observatory fall 
lecture series continues. Time: 6-7 
p.m. Location: BUHS Auditorium @ 
301 N. Fowler. Tonight: Liam Connor 
(CalTech) presents on “Our Dark 
Energetic Accelerating Universe.”
World Famous Girls Night Out at the 
Heritage Arts building in Bishop. 7 
p.m. More info: See ad p. 5

Friday, November 11/
Introduction to Stained Glass, 
with Susi Bains at 12:00 PM. Back 
by popular demand! Join us for an 
evening learning the basics of how 
to cut and solder glass into beautiful 
stained glass feathers, expertly 
taught by Susi Bains of Owl Moon 
Studios. Laughs and shattering glass 
guaranteed! Class Price: $65 

Saturday, November 12/
COSA Monthly Bird Walk at Bishop 
Paiute Tribe’s Conservation Open 
Space Area behind the Forest Service 
building. Starts 8:30 a.m. Free. Limited 
supply of binoculars available.
Maker’s Market at Owen’s Valley 
Distillery from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Local 
artists and makers, food & beverages. 

Friday thru
Sunday 

TOWN STUFF

Sierra Electric TBDSIERRA    
ELECTRIC 

760-920-3547
Sean Flavin, Owner

Lic # 923994
Service Calls

Four Seasons  Carpet Cleaning
Punctual, Reliable, Friendly Since 1975

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Mike DeMotto 
(760) 914-1463

TOWN STUFF
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And when people were asked if they 
approved or disapproved of the presi-
dent, they didn’t answer that question 
along party lines. In April 1977, Carter 
enjoyed a 75% approval rating.

The Democratic Party had a liberal 
and conservative wing. I was surprised 
to learn Carter often identified more 
with the conservative wing and Repub-
licans than he did with the liberal wing 
of his own party. A lot of it was based 
upon personal connection. “I feel more 
at home with the conservative Demo-
cratic and Republican members of the 
Congress,” Carter admitted, “although 
the liberals vote with me more often.” 

As historian Bird observes, he was 
politically sandwiched between tradi-
tional liberal party dogma and a na-
tional electorate trending conservative. 

Even though he brought a record 
number of women into top-level 
federal jobs, expectations were high 
and what he did was never enough for 
liberal Democrats. “We cannot measure 
progress against Richard Nixon or Jerry 
Ford, but against what Jimmy Carter 
promised,” said Mary Jean Tully of the 
National Organization for Women.

AT THE MOVIES

But a lot of the pushback against 
Carter may have been his sterling 
character. He said no to people at great 
political cost. He pissed off the Jewish 
lobby by brokering the Camp David 
accords with Israeli Prime Minister Mo-
nachem Begin (Bay-gen) and Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat. 

The quixotic effort ultimately ended 
up as a largely fruitless exercise because 
Begin reneged on certain promises. 

Sadat was assassinated by political 
opponents for his participation in the 
accords in 1981. 

Shortly before his assassination, 
Sadat wrote the following note in his 
journal. “Jimmy Carter is my very best 
friend on earth. He is the most honor-
able man I know. Brilliant and deeply 
religious, he has all the marvelous at-
tributes that made him inept in dealing 
with the scoundrels who run the world.” 

As Carter’s Vice-President Walter 
Mondale reflected, “We obeyed the law, 
we told the truth, we kept the peace.” 

Part of Carter’s electoral downfall 
was, in fact, due to a bit of political 
skullduggery. 

The hostage crisis should have ended 
a lot earlier than it did. 

But as was discovered years later, 
“The Republican Party’s campaign 
chairman was negotiating with a 
foreign power to prolong the hostage 
crisis, and thereby tip the scales in the 
November election against a sitting 
president. By any definition, this was an 
act of treason.” 

The quid pro quo being incoming 
President Reagan would unfreeze Ira-
nian assets and release military equip-
ment. 

Seeds of what tarnished the final year 
of Reagan's presidency, the Iran-Contra 
affair. 

Much of this came to light in a con-
gressional inquiry which took place 
more than a decade later. 

It was unsurprising that Roger Stone’s 
name pops up during this section of the 
book. 

This is not to say Carter did not suf-
fer from his own share of self-inflicted 
wounds. 

One of them was his reliance upon 
National Security Advisor Zbig Brzezin-
ski (the name may be familiar because 
his daughter Mika co-hosts a morning 
television program called “Morning 
Joe.”). 

Brzezinski was a hard-core Cold War-
rior and uber-conspiracy theorist. 

He would fit perfectly in 2022. 
As a veteran State Department official 

would observe, “It was difficult to know 
from afar why and how the President 
placed so much value on Brzezinski … 
a second-rate thinker in a field infested 
with poseurs and careerists, he has 
never let consistency get in the way of 
self-promotion.” 

Defense Secretary Cyrus Vance con-
curred, “I still cannot understand how 

A few weeks back, Jon Klusmire, in 
his column, drew some parallels 
between the Biden era and the 

Carter presidency of the late ‘70s. 
As I’ve been reading Kai Bird’s bi-

ography of Jimmy Carter called “The 
Outlier,” I’ve also thought of the paral-
lels between then and now. 

The Carter presidency marked my 
earliest recollection of national politics. 
I can recall my Dad and I pulling up to 
a stoplight and the guy in front of us 
had a bumper sticker which read, “The 
Ayatollah can kiss my Asshollah.” We 
laughed about that for months. 

The bumper sticker was in refer-
ence to the Iranian Hostage Crisis, the 
subject of Ben Affleck’s  2012 Oscar-
winning film “Argo.”

Iran held 52 Americans hostage, 
starting November 4, 1979, for 444 days 
after the revolution which brought the 
Ayatollah to power. 

I found the Carter biography fas-
cinating because my 12-year old self 
was highly influenced by my Repub-
lican businessman of a father strug-
gling under the burden of 18% interest 
rates. He had little use for the Peanut 
Farmer from Plains, Georgia in the 
White House and supported George 
H.W. Bush in the 1980 New Hampshire 
Primary. 

All I knew about Carter at the time 
was hostages and high gas prices and 
the boycott of the 1980 Summer Olym-
pics. And his collapsing during a 6.2 
mile road race (photos in Sports Illus-
trated which made him look staggered 
and compromised and weak). And how 
he was on the wrong end of Reagan’s 
“There you go again” zinger during the 
1980 presidential debate. 

However, reading his biography 
through the lens of adulthood and the 
passage of four decades was both eye-
opening and entertaining. 

Most eye-opening was getting a grasp 
of the political landscape of the period. 

When Carter was elected, Democrats 
held a 292-143 margin in the House of 
Representatives and a 62-38 margin in 
the U.S. Senate. 

But back then, absolute fealty to party 
and straight party-line votes were not 
the norm, and banishment to political 
purgatory was not a given for those who 
bucked party leadership. 

the President was so taken in by Zbig. 
He is evil, a liar, dangerous.” 

What got Carter sideways with the 
American people was his sanctimony. 

In 1979, he gave what was known as 
the “Malaise” speech. Basically, be-
cause of the Iranian unrest, gas prices 
were soaring and inflation was running 
rampant and Carter’s message to the 
American people was this:

“Too many of us now tend to worship 
self-indulgence and consumption … 
this is not a message of happiness or 
reassurance, but it is the truth, and it is 
a warning.” 

He told the American people to turn 
down the thermostat and put on a 
sweater. 

The American people responded by 
ignoring the warning and throwing him 
out of office. 

And what Carter would have con-
sidered self-indulgence and over-
consumption in 1980 terms now seems 
terribly quaint given what occurs today. 

What I was surprised to learn was 
that the American people initially 
responded favorably to the speech. 
His approval rating spiked 17 points 
afterwards. 

But telling hard truths to the Ameri-
can people is long out of fashion. And 
his successor’s (Reagan) sunniness and 
easy-to-grasp black-and-white world-
view struck a more melodious chord. 

Carter’s initial observation of Rea-
gan: He thought Reagan ‘affable’ and a 
‘decent man’ though ‘remarkably old’ 
in his attitudes. 

“His [Reagan’s] life seems governed 
by a few anecdotes and vignettes that 
he has memorized … he doesn’t seem 
to listen when anybody talks to him.” 

Carter has the dubious distinction of 
being regarded as our greatest ex-pres-
ident given his tireless commitment to 
humanitarian causes. He was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 2002. 

Fun facts

*Carter ran his entire 1976 presiden-
tial campaign via public financing. The 
cost: $22 million. 

*During his service in the Navy, 
Carter was standing night duty on the 
deck of a surfaced submarine when 
a mammoth wave swept him into the 
ocean. "When the wave receded, Carter 
found himself landing back on the rear 
deck, where he managed to cling to 
a fin-inch mounted gun. He was just 
damn lucky." 

*From Jimmy Carter's spirited mother 
Lillian: "Sometimes when I look at 
my children, I wish I had remained a 
virgin." 

This book is available at Mammoth 
Library. 

BOOKS  
By Lunch
THE OUTLIER 

The Outlier 
Kai Bird 
Crown
784 pages



                   NO CLASS-IFIEDS

Sierra Employment Services, Inc.
is hiring for the following positions:

 
Financial Controller – Bishop

 Construction Watch (As needed) – 
Mammoth

 Chief Financial Officer – Bishop
 General Laborers – Bishop and Mam-

moth
 Condo/Apt Maintenance Person – 

Mammoth
 AR/AP Clerk – Mammoth

 Administrative Assistant – Mammoth
 Concrete Setter/Finisher – Mammoth

 Cashier – Mammoth
 Retail Clerk - Bishop

 Salesperson – Mammoth
 Photography Assistant – Bishop

 Electrical Apprentice – Mammoth

Call us for details!
 760-924-0523   760-873-8599

www.SierraEmployment.com

Mammoth Hospital is NOW HIRING!
We have an immediate need for the fol-

lowing positions:
·Cook/Food Service Worker
To view more open positions and apply, 

please visit our website at https://mam-
moth-hospital.breezy.hr/ 

 Shilo Inn is accepting applications for FT 
housekeepers, FT maintenance worker and 
Front desk/night auditor. Immediate Front 
Desk opportunity starting at $18/hour. 
Please call Human Resources (Sarina Quin-
tero) at 925.813.2331 or email your resume 
to squintero@marquishotelsgroup.com. 

 

A busy rental office needing assistance
for a part time or full time front desk 

position. Duties include answering phone 
calls, processing reservations, checking units 
and dealing with customers/owners. Com-
petitive pay. Please email resume at info@
mammothres.  

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Reservations Desk Clerk immediate 
opening at the Double Eagle Resort and 
Spa in June Lake CA (20 min from mam-
moth).  Must have excellent customer 
service and computer skills.  Full or part 
time, health benefits, fitness membership 
and PTO.  Great place to work! Email jobs@
doubleeagle.com

Creekside Spa and Fitness Desk at the 
Double Eagle Resort and Spa, immediate 
opening for enthusiast team member.  Help 
in creating a wonderful experience for our 
spa and fitness center guests.  Customer 
service, computer, cleaning, food service.  
Full or part time, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work!  
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com

Restaurant Server for Eagles Landing 
Restaurant at the popular Double Eagle 
Resort and Spa in June Lake CA.  Experience 
in restaurant service, computers and work-
ing as team member are essential.  Full and 
part time available, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work. 
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com    

Maintenance Supervisor  needed to 
manage a small maintenance team at the 
Double Eagle Resort & Spa in June Lake. You 
will be responsible for ensuring the smooth 
running of upkeep and repair. Must be reli-
able, have technical skills and knowledge of 
various crafts such as carpentry, plumbing 
etc. Leadership and knowledge of admin-
istrative tasks such as scheduling are also 
essential. The goal is to ensure that facilities 
are in  good condition at all times.Compen-
sation based on experience and references. 
We offer health benefits, fitness membership 
and PTO. A great place to work!  Email jobs@
doubleeagle.com or call Ashley at

(801) 330-0425
Cooks and Dishwasher jobs available at 

the famous Eagles Landing Restaurant in 
June Lake.  We offer health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO. A great place to work! 
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com or call Ashley 
at (801) 330-0425. 

    Alpenhof Lodge is accepting resumes/
applications for Night Audit and Front Desk 
positions.  We are looking for year round, 
full and part time team members that are 
able to work weekends and holidays.  

Housing Option May Be Available For 
The Right Individual. Apply in person at 
6080 Minaret Rd, Mammoth

Work with Vacasa - a growing, dynamic, 
newly public vacation rental company 
with properties all over North America

We are currently looking for Housekeep-
ers in the Mammoth Lakes, CA area.

$23/hr w/ mileage reimbursement. Must 
have reliable transpo. No exp needed.

If you or anyone you know might be 
interested, please visit our website at www.
vacasa.com/careers

    

Mammoth Gear Exchange in Bishop and 
Alpine Approach in Mammoth seek team 
members. ay dependent on experience. 
Mammoth Mountaineering Supply and Al-
pine Approach Ski pass included. Sales help 
wanted. Jobs@Mammothgear.com Inquiries/
resumes to: dave@mammothgear.com
    HOA General Manager Large HOA & 
Rental Company seeking Full Time Gen-
eral Manager to oversee all operations 
with a seasoned staff in place. Looking for 
someone with HOA experience. The ideal 
candidate should be adverse in team build-
ing, hotel operations, HR, budgeting, etc. 
Please send resumes to POB 5038 or info@
butnerhoaservices.com 

MAMMOTH COMMUNITY WATER 
DISTRICT’S General Manager’s Office 
is currently recruiting for one permanent 
Principal Administrative Analyst position.  
FOR APPLICATION INFORMATION/TO AP-
PLY:  Please see the District website https://
mcwd.dst.ca.us/employment/.

 

Mammoth Verizon is accepting applica-
tions for a full time Sales Associate posi-
tion.Wage + Commission + Bonus + paid 
vacation. Typical earnings of $18-$25 per 
hour.No experience is necessary, bilingual 
English/ Spanish is a plus. Please apply in 
person at 126 Old Mammoth Rd, Suite 109, 
Mammoth Lakes. 

Black Tie Ski Rentals is now hiring for 
both Full-Time and Part-Time winter sea-
sonal positions for the 2022-23 ski season. 
Seeking proactive and energetic individuals 
who share our love of the mountains and 
possess an entrepreneurial spirit. Ideal can-
didates enjoy working in a great team atmo-
sphere and are passionate about providing 
impeccable customer service to our guests.

Flexible scheduling is available but MUST 
be able to work weekends and holidays. 
Competitive hourly wages plus additional 
compensation which includes; sales com-
missions, tips, participation in ski pass 
program, industry pricing equipment deals, 
personal use of shop equipment and tools, 
family & friend discounts and end of year 
bonus based on hours worked and season 
completion.

If you’re passionate about skiing or snow-
boarding and enjoy sharing that passion 
with guests of our mountain community, 
this could be a great opportunity for you. 
Please email a resume with references to 
mammoth@blacktieskis.com if you are 
interested in joining our team.

Sweetwater Plumbing Inc. Hiring a 
Journeyman Plumber. Full time position. 
Benefits. Job is located in Mammoth Lakes. 
Call 760-914-1266 or email info@sweetwa-
terplumbing for details.

Elixir Superfood & Juice is hiring Restau-
rant Team Members!  We’re looking for fun-
loving, enthusiastic and reliable individuals 
with an interest in healthy living to join our 
growing team. Apply online at enjoyelixir.
com/careers or drop off a resume in person

Steve’s Auto & Truck Parts in Mam-
moth has an immediate opening for FULL 
TIME Counter Sales Person. Competitive 
pay, 401k, Health Insurance, Vacation Pay 
Stop by the store at 3280 Main St. Mammoth 
Lakes for an application. 

Norco Service Center has opening for a 
bookkeeper 20 to 30 hours per week.
Wage per experience.
760 934-9693
Email; norco2@npgcable.com
   
    Loader Operator needed to run 
Snow Removal Business. (760) 934-9693

Obsidian Private Residence: Mainte-
nance Full Time Position or Part time: 

Seeking a responsible, outgoing main-
tenance employee! Work independently 
or part of a team to maintain property and 
homes. Must have experience in all as-
pects of building maintenance and repairs 
•Possess extremely strong organizational 
skills with the ability to focus. Starting pay 
depends on experience or qualifications

Contact : 760 934 5490 or email joe@ob-
sidianprc.com to request an interview

Help Wanted

Ping Pong
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Hiring motivated candidates, experi-
ence preferred but not essential, job train-
ing will be provided. Must have a valid driv-
ers license. Great pay and perks. Full time 
or part time available, year-round, Mon-Fri 
schedule. To apply, please contact Tarek at 
760-914-9184

 Maintenance Personnel Needed Posi-
tion available for busy rental management 
company. Previous experience preferred 
but not required, training provided. Look-
ing for reliable, responsible, hard-working 
candidates with a positive work ethic, clean 
drivers license and vehicle required. Part-
time and Full-time positions, Competitive 
pay and benefits available. Email resume 
to sarah@mammothreservations.com, call 
760-934-8372 or stop by 1914 Meridian Blvd.

PING PONG Intermediate player looking 
for someone to hit balls with. I have a paddle 
and balls, but no table! 818-919-1413

Help Wanted

    Front Desk Help!  Flexible Hours.  Great 
Pay.  Right at Canyon Lodge so perfect for 
those that have a day job on the mountain.  
Looking for someone for weekends and 
evenings.  Front desk experience a plus but 
not needed.  Looking for someone who loves 
people, front desk, phones, guest experi-
ence, etc.  at 1849 Mountain Rentals across 
from Canyon Lodge.  Submit resume to 
manager@1849condos.com or PO BOX 835, 
Mammoth Lakes, Ca 93546 
    Housekeepers and  Bed Makers for 
busy condo complex at Canyon Lodge.  
1849 Mountain Rentals seeking seasonal 
housekeepers 2-5 days a week.  Experience 
preferred.  Seeking hard working, team 
players to join our staff!  Great pay, family 
atmosphere!  Please stop by 826 Lakeview 
Blvd, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 and ask for 
Dolores.  760-934-7525.  Se Habla Espanol. 

Good Earth Yogurt Is Hiring!
Manager
Good Earth Yogurt is looking to hire an out-
going and versatile team leader with experi-
ence in quick service restaurant operations, 
the ability to work effectively in a fast-paced, 
customer-centered environment and the 
ability to work evenings and weekends on a 
regular basis. This position will be respon-
sible for the daily operations and manage-
ment of the store.
Supervisor
Good Earth Yogurt is looking for a supervi-
sor to join our team. Our ideal candidate 
is a self-starter, punctual, and reliable with 
experience in quick-service restaurant op-
erations. Must be available to work evenings 
and weekends on a regular basis. Restaurant 
experience and over 21 preferred.
Please send resumes to hello@goo-
dearthyogurt.com

Starting Wage
 $20/hr!*

at

Job Openings
Cashiers
Cooks
Prep Cooks
Dishwashers
Bussers
Utility
and many more!

Earn up to $500
Referral Bonus

*Non-tipped positions starting at $20/hr

jbrito@mammothresorts.com

Team Member
perks

Free Ski Pass
1 free meal / shift
Discounts
Career Growth



Notice of Public Hearing 

       PUBLIC NOTICES 

TS #2022-0185

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, November 
16, 2022, beginning at 4:00 p.m. and continuing until 
finished, at Town Council Chambers, Suite Z within the 
Minaret Village Shopping Center, 437 Old Mammoth Road 
and via Zoom online, the Mammoth Lakes Town Council 
will discuss the following:

Permanent Local Housing Allocation Plan and Grant Ap-
plication. The purpose of the public hearing is to review 
the proposed Town of Mammoth Lakes Permanent Local 
Housing Allocation Plan (PLHA) and to make a final deter-
mination thereon. The Plan will govern expenditures of the 
funds allocated to the Town of Mammoth Lakes through 
California’s PLHA program. The plan proposes to use the 
Town allocated PLHA funds to provide Homeownership 
opportunities through the provision of down-payment 
assistance to households earning at or below 120% of the 
Mono County area median income (AMI). The estimated 
5-year funding amount allocated to the Town for the period 
of 2019-2023 is $490,382.

All persons having an interest in the proposed activities / 
applications may appear before the Town Council either in 
person or represented by counsel and present testimony or 
may, prior to said hearing, file with the Executive Secretary 
written correspondence pertaining thereto. If you require 
special accommodations to participate in the public 
hearing, please contact Jamie Gray, Town Clerk, Town of 
Mammoth Lakes at (760) 965-3602. 

For additional information, or to obtain a copy of the 
agenda report which will be published no later than No-
vember 11, 2022, contact Nolan Bobroff, Senior Planner / 
Housing Coordinator, at (760) 965-3631. Facsimiles may be 
sent to (760) 934-7493 or email at: nbobroff@townofmam-
mothlakes.ca.gov. 

The Town of Mammoth Lakes promotes fair housing and 
makes all its programs available to low- and moderate-
income families regardless of age, race, color, religion, 
sex, national origin, sexual preference, marital status or 
handicap.

ZOOM WEBINAR INFORMATION
Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone or Android device:
Please visit this URL to join. https://monocounty.zoom.
us/s/92958002088
Webinar ID: 929 5800 2088
Or join by phone: (669) 900-6833 Callers - To Raise your 
hand press *9, To Unmute/Mute press *6

Mammoth Lakes Town Council
P.O. Box 1609
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

                                                                                          TS #2022-0183
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Mono County 
Planning Commission will conduct a public hearing on 
November 17, 2022. 

As authorized by AB 361, Mono County has declared a 
state of emergency, local officials have recommended or 
imposed measures to promote social distancing, and the 
legislative body has made such findings; 
therefore the meeting will be accessible remotely by 
livecast at: https://monocounty.zoom.us/j/85665729654 
and by telephone at: 669-900-6833 (Meeting ID# is 856 
657 296 54) where members of the public shall have the 
right to observe and offer public comment, to consider 
the following: 

9:20 a.m. General Plan Amendment 22-01 & Use Permit 
22-011/Nichols. The proposal is to change the land use 
designation of 171 Aurora Canyon Road (APN 008-210-
003) from Multi-Family Residential, Moderate to Mixed 
Use, and obtain a Use Permit to conduct transient rental 
(rental less than 30-days) of the existing duplex. 
The existing duplex consists of a one-bedroom unit and a 
two-bedroom unit. Maximum occupancy is limited to six 
people and four vehicles. 

Approval of the General Plan Amendment by the Board of 
Supervisors is required before the use permit is valid. The 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) report pre-
pared for the project is an Addendum to the 2015 Mono 
County General Plan EIR. Project materials are available 
for public review online at https://monocounty.ca.gov/
planning-commission and hard copies are available for 
the cost of reproduction by calling 760-924-1800. 

INTERESTED PERSONS are strongly encouraged to 
attend the livecast meeting by phone or online, and 
to submit comments to the Secretary of the Planning 
Commission, PO Box 347, Mammoth Lakes, CA, 93546, 
by 8 am on Wednesday, November 17, to ensure timely 
receipt, by email at cddcomments@mono.ca.gov or via 
the livecast meeting (technology permitting).

 If you challenge the proposed action(s) in court, you may 
be limited to raising only those issues you or someone 
else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, 
or in written correspondence delivered to Secretary to the 
Planning Commission at, or prior to, the public hearing.         
                       
                                                                                        TS #2022-0186

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Wild Sage Creative

Danielle Renee Guthrie
P.O. Box 1774
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed herein on August 1,2021. 
This statement was filed w ith the County 
Clerk of Mono County on Sept. 28, 2022     
File Number 22-132
2022-0179 (10/22, 10/29, 11/5, 11/12)

Notice of Petition
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF 
JOYCE MARIE WILSON, CASE NO.: 22PRM19

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, 
and persons who may otherwise be interested in the will 
or estate, or both, of JOYCE MARIE WILSON.

 A petition has been filed by CLAUDIA GRAYSON in the 
Superior Court of California, County of Mono, request-
ing that CLAUDIA GRAYSON be appointed as personal 
representative to administer the estate of JOYCE MARIE 
WILSON. 

The petition requests authority to administer the estate 
under the Independent Administration of Estates Act. 
This will avoid the need to obtain court approval for many 
actions taken in connection with the estate. However, 
before taking certain actions, the personal representa-
tive will be required to give notice to interested persons 
unless they have waived notice or have consented to the 
proposed action. The petition will be granted unless good 
cause is shown why it should not be. The petition is set 
for hearing at the Mono County Superior Court, Dept. 
1, located at 100 Thompsons Way, Mammoth Lakes, CA 
93546, on November 17, at 9:30 a.m.

IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you 
should appear at the hearing and state your objections or 
file written objections with the court before the hearing. 
Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the 
deceased, you must file your claim with the court and 
mail a copy to the personal representative appointed by 
the court within the later of either (1) four months from 
the date of first issuance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in subdivision (b) of Section 
58 of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the 
date of mailing or personal delivery of the notice to you 
under Section 9052 of the California Probate Code.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are 
interested in the estate, you may request special notice of 
the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or 
of any petition or account as provided in Section 1250 of 
the California Probate Code.

Petitioner in pro per: Claudia Grayson – 96 Myrtle Lane, 
Big Pine CA 93513; telephone: (760) 920-9338; email: 
jcgrayson59@gmail.com                                                      
                                                                                     
                                                                                       TS #2022-0180

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Sun Coast Enterprize

Timothy Ashworth
133 Virginia Ave.
Bishop, CA 93514

This business is conducted by an indi-
vidual. The registrant has not yet begun to 
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name listed herein 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on August 25, 2022.     
File Number 22-122
2022-0176 (10/15, 10/22, 10/29, 11/05)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Trucks Gotta Cross

Matthew Wetmore
P.O. Box 3271
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a Individual.
The registrant has not yet begun to trans-
act business under the fictitious business 
name listed herein  
This statement was filed w ith the County 
Clerk of Mono County on Oct. 11, 2022     
File Number 22-136
2022-0184 (11/5, 11/12, 11/19, 11/26)

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Tuesday, November 8, 2022, beginning at 9:00 
a.m. and continuing until finished, at the Town Council Chambers, Suite Z, within 
the Minaret Village Shopping Center, 437 Old Mammoth Road, or by 
teleconference due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, the Mammoth Lakes Planning & 
Economic Development Commission will hear an application request for the 
following:  

Application Request: Tentative Tract Map (TTM) 22-003 and Design Review 
(DR) 22-002 for a 12-unit residential townhome development project located in the 
Mixed Lodging/Residential zoning district at 3789 Main Street. The project consists 
of four 3-story tri-plex structures ranging in size from 10,571 square feet to 10,765 
square feet. The units feature 3 bedrooms and a two-car garage.  

CEQA Determination: Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Guidelines this project is exempt from further review pursuant to Categorical 
Exemption Section 15332 – In-Fill Development Projects.  
 
Location: 3789 Main Street (APNs: 033-110-003-000) 
 
Zoning: Mixed Lodging/Residential  

Applicant: TerraBlanca Group LLC (Applicant) / (Property Owner) 

All persons having an interest in the proposed application request may appear before 
the Planning & Economic Development Commission either in person or represented 
by counsel and present testimony or may, prior to said hearing, file with the Executive 
Secretary written correspondence pertaining thereto. Pursuant to Government Code 
Section 65009(b), if this matter is subsequently challenged in court, the challenge may 
be limited to only those issues raised at the public hearing described in this notice or 
in written correspondence delivered to the Town of Mammoth Lakes at, or prior to, the 
public hearing. For additional information, or to obtain a copy of the staff report which 
will be published no later than November 3rd, 2022, contact Gina Montecallo, Assistant 
Planner, at (760) 965-3641. Facsimiles may be sent to (760) 934-7493 or email at: 
gmontecallo@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov 

ZOOM WEBINAR INFORMATION: As authorized by Gov. Newsom’s Executive 
Orders, N-25-20 and N-29-20, the meeting will be accessible remotely by live cast: 
Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone or Android device:  
Please visit this URL to join.  https://monocounty.zoom.us/s/94467884456  
Webinar ID: 944 6788 4456, Or join by phone: (669) 900-6833 Callers - To Raise your 
hand press *9, To Unmute/Mute press *6  
 
 

Mammoth Lakes Planning & Economic Development Commission 
P.O. Box 1609, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Notice of Public Hearing Notice of Public Hearing 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Mono County Planning 
Commission will conduct a public hearing November 
17, 2022. 
As authorized by AB 361, Mono County has declared a 
state of emergency, local officials have recommended or 
imposed measures to promote social distancing, and the 
legislative body has made such findings; therefore the 
meeting will be accessible remotely by livecast at: https://
monocounty.zoom.us/j/85665729654 and by telephone 
at: 669-900-6833 (Meeting ID# is 856 6572 9654) where 
members of the public shall have the right to observe and 
offer public comment and to consider the following: 

9:00 am – Use Permit 22-007/Paiva. The project is located 
at 650 Eastside Lane, Walker (APN 002-430-018) and 
proposes to use three overhead power poles,extending 
600’ onto the northside of the property, to provide 
electricity to the single-family residence on the property. 
The project qualifies as a Categorical Exemption under 
CEQA guideline sections 15303 (d). Project materials are 
available for public review online at https://monocounty.
ca.gov/planning-commission and hard copies are avail-
able for the cost of reproduction by calling 760-924-1800.

 INTERESTED PERSONS are strongly encouraged to at-
tend the livecast meeting by phone or online or to attend 
in-person; and to submit comments to the Secretary 
of the Planning Commission, PO Box 347, 1290 Tavern 
Road STE 138, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 or by email at 
cddcomments@mono.ca.gov, by 8 am on Tuesday, No-
vember 17, 2022, or via the livecast meeting (technology 
permitting) at the time of the public hearing.

 If you challenge the proposed action(s) in court, you may 
be limited to raising only those issues you or someone 
else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, 
or in written correspondence delivered to the Secretary 
to the Planning Commission at, or prior to, the public 
hearing.      
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Notice of Public Hearing 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Mono County 
Planning Commission will conduct a public hearing on 
November 17, 2022. 
The meeting will be accessible in person at the Mono 
County Civic Center, 1290 Tavern Road, Mammoth Lakes, 
or remotely by livecast at: https://monocounty.zoom.
us/j/85665729654 and by telephone at: 669-900-6833 
(Meeting ID# is 856 6572 9654) where members of the 
public shall have the right to observe and offer public 
comment, to consider the following: 

9:05 a.m. Use Permit 21-007/D&S Waste. The project 
proposes a General Plan Amendment to redesignation 
the parcel from Resource Management (RM) to Industrial 
(I), and a use permit to authorize a waste transfer station 
at 7937 Hwy 167 in the Mono Basin (APN 013-210-028). 
Approval of the General Plan Amendment by the Board of 
Supervisors is required for the use permit to be valid. The 
waste transfer station includes a new metal waste stor-
age and management warehouse to temporarily house 
municipal solid waste before it is transported to a landfill, 
a truck scale, new interior vehicle circulation, and berms 
to screen the project features. 

Project materials are available for public review online at 
https://monocounty.ca.gov/planning-commission and 
hard copies are available for the cost of reproduction by 
calling 760-924-1800.

 INTERESTED PERSONS are strongly encouraged to 
attend in person or in the livecast meeting by phone or 
online, and to submit comments to the Secretary of the 
Planning Commission, PO Box 347, Mammoth Lakes, CA, 
93546, by 8 am on Wednesday, November 15, to ensure 
timely receipt, by email at cddcomments@mono.ca.gov, 
or via the livecast meeting (technology permitting). 

If you challenge the proposed action(s) in court, you may 
be limited to raising only those issues you or someone 
else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, 
or in written correspondence delivered to Secretary to the 
Planning Commission at, or prior to, the public hearing.  
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PERSONALS
In search of ... someone to help me fill out 

these hundreds of ballots dropped at my door 
by a friend of mine in the Masonic Order. Then 
I need a ride to Arizona so I can drop them in 
a ballot box in downtown Phoenix during the 
dead of night. If you could finally drop me at 
the abortion clinic with a hit of methadone, I’ll 
give you a free subscription to my OnlyFans.

Please note: I only ride in electric vehicles.   



Oaklie Vujicic
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HALLOWEEN AT THE TRAILS
By Crocetti

Atlas and Edward Martinez

Lillian and Piper Lester Tim and Aero Sammuli

The Tanner Family

Adan Estrada

Billy and Liam Deaver

Luis and Julio Cruz

Elisa Alvarado
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SAGEBRUSH TALES
By Jim Reed
A WIDOW BEFORE SHE COULD WED

The telegram from San Francisco to 
Reno on November 4, 1870, said: 
“Send me sixty dollars tonight 

without fail.” The sender was signaling 
the recipient that $60 thousand in gold 
coin would be on the Central Pacific’s 
Overland Express coming through Reno 
that night. It would be the first robbery 
of the transcontinental railroad.

200 miles south in Mono County, 
California, Robert Morrison, a young 
merchant from the town of Benton was 
engaged to be married. His fiancé was 
300 miles away in Los Angeles making 
preparations for the wedding. She would 
be a “widow” before she could wed.

Neither the sender nor the recipient 
of the telegram would ever meet Mor-
rison. They were in prison when he died. 
The connection between the telegram 
and his death was never made. Yet the 
actions of the two conspirators that 
day were so much the cause of Morri-
son’s death that they might as well have 
pulled the trigger.

The robbery take was $41,000 (over 
$900,000 today). The robbers were 
captured, tried, and found guilty within 
seven weeks. Sentenced to terms averag-
ing 20 years, they were carted off to the 
state prison in Carson City on Christmas 
Day.

A few months later, prison inmates 
led by the robbers raided the armory 
and provoked a bloody battle, killing 
two guards and seriously wounding the 
lieutenant governor. 29 men escaped.

Six of the escapees rode south, headed 
for Bishop Creek, California, where 
friends were to provide aid. Along the 
way two of them killed young Billy Poor, 
a mail rider from Aurora, Nevada, mu-
tilated his body, and burned his face off 
in a campfire. Billy’s death set citizens of 
two states on the warpath.

When it was learned the six had 
crossed into California, a posse in Mono 
County was soon on their trail. Robert 
Morrison joined the posse. Riding alone 
he spotted the convicts riding up into 
a steep canyon that slashed into the 
Sierra. He alerted the full posse. They 
concocted ill-considered plans to ride 
into the canyon the next day and take 
the convicts by force of arms.

A dark, foreboding peak called Monte 
Diablo loomed a mile above at 12,500 
feet and marked the canyon. The canyon 

held a mile-long lake called Wit-So-Nah-
Pah by indigenous peoples. The convicts 
camped near a creek below the lake in 
a spot marked by pines, willows, and 
meadows where their spent horses—
stolen shortly after the prison escape—
could graze. The area provided cover 
should they be confronted by the posse 
they believed was on their trail.

Sure enough, a lookout spotted the 
posse riding up the canyon early the 
next morning. It was Sunday, September 
24, 1871, exactly a week after the prison 
escape. He alerted his companions. 
They had Henry rifles—the most power-
ful such weapon of its day—taken from 
the prison armory, pistols, and large 
amounts of ammunition. 

Instead of splitting up and approach-
ing from different directions, the posse 
rode as a group up-canyon, over the rim, 
and into the area where the convicts 
were camped. Robert Morrison and 
Indian guide Mono Jim rode off to the 
side to a higher position while the main 
posse engaged the convicts.

The posse spotted one convict, at 18 
years the youngest inmate in the prison, 
and fired away. He was hit in the shoul-
der and foot and was done for the day.

Then came the roar of the Henry rifles 
wielded by two other convicts. It was no 
contest. The posse was over-matched in 
weaponry, and the concealed convicts 
held superior firing positions. Bullets 
from Henry’s grazed two posse members 

and they all, with the exceptions of Mor-
rison and Mono Jim, retreated hurriedly 
back down the canyon.

As the battle sounded, Morrison, 
unseen and 150 yards away, dismounted 
and left his horse with Mono Jim. His 
idea was to circle around, concealed by 
willows and pines, and approach the 
convicts from the rear.

During the noise of gunfire, Morrison 
crept downstream behind willows near 
the canyon creek. As the battle ended 
with the retreat of the posse, he was 
left in fairly open view, concealed only 
by sagebrush and small willows. He 
didn’t know he had been spotted by the 
convicts.

One convict arm-signaled the others 
that he would circle around and attempt 
to take Morrison from behind. As he 
made his way up-stream he suddenly 
came upon Morrison in a manner that 
surprised both men. Morrison, who was 
crawling on all fours, whirled onto his 
back, and aimed at the convict who was 
only yards away. His pistol misfired.

The convict fired a rifle shot that hit 
Morrison in the gut. The still conscious 
Morrison raised his hands in defense, 
but the convict drew a pistol and shot 
him in the head at close range.

Another convict spotted Mono Jim 
tending the horses and yelled at him. 
Jim thought it was a posse member and 
signaled him to come forward. When 
he saw the prison stripes he tried to ride 

away, but he was fatally shot in the back. 
Morrison’s body was removed the next 

day by the posse and taken to his home 
in Benton. Mono Jim was honored with 
tribal rites a few days later.

The newspaper in adjacent Inyo 
County reported on Morrison’s funeral. 
“[N]o man in all this country com-
manded more friends or was held in 
more universal esteem. How very, very 
sad will be the tidings” to his fiancé. A 
“large and grief-stricken circle of friends 
attended the solemn ceremony.” Morri-
son was laid to rest on a pleasant hillside 
near his home.  Sarah Devine, his fiancé, 
would never see him again.

One of the six convicts took off alone 
early in the morning of the battle. Two 
were eventually captured some 100 
miles away near the mining town of Sil-
ver Peak, Nevada. The two who engaged 
in the gun battle and their wounded 
young companion decided to continue 
their ride to Bishop Creek.

It was a fateful mistake. An enraged 
citizenry would ignore the law in taking 
swift and terrible revenge.

[Monte Diablo is now Mount Mor-
rison. The lower, equally rugged peak 
fronting it is Mono Jim Peak. The lake 
soon came to be called Convict Lake.]

Author Jim Reed is a former long-time 
Mammoth resident. He adapted this 
story from his book “The Fatal Affair in 
Convict Canyon.”

For more information and to apply:

townofmammothlakes.ca.gov
(760) 965-3663

JOB OPENINGS

.

Full-Time Position                       
Public Works Maintenance Worker  

$48,239 - $67,877

                                                        

Temporary Seasonal 
Positions                                      

*Newly increased wages!               
Temporary Snow Removal Operator      

CDP Required                                                  
$27.52 - $31.86                                           

Various Parks & Rec & Public Works 
Winter Positions                                       

$15.50-$28.96/hr.

 



A NEW
HOME 

FOR 
FAMILY

FUN
ONLY A FEW HOMES REMAIN! 

SCHEDULE A PRIVATE TOUR TODAY.

MOVE-IN BEFORE WINTER, CALL FOR CURRENT AVAILABILITY! 
Luxury Mountain Retreats With Miles of Trails, Open Space & Room To Breathe Near Mammoth Mountain.Luxury Mountain Retreats With Miles of Trails, Open Space & Room To Breathe Near Mammoth Mountain.

UP TO 3 BEDS & FLEX ROOM. UP TO 2,184 SQ. FT. • SALES (760)-934-3334 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM

All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalDRE #01812140.All information subject to change. The Snowcreek Property Company. CalDRE #01812140.
2022. All rights reserved.2022. All rights reserved.

ANOTHER LUXURY DEVELOPMENT BY THE CHADMAR GROUP
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