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Scottie Marzonie and Frankie Napoli are headed to the world cham-
pionships of lawn bowling. For more, see p. 15 

Early snow juices Mammoth bookings 
NOT IN VAIN
Mammoth local shaves off 14 tons of emissions a year. 

By Lunch 

TAKING FLIGHT 

Gregg Vane’s house has 
windows. A wall of 
them, two stories tall, 

threaded by beams of wood. 
In the 1990s, when Vane was 
looking to buy a lot on which 
to design his first house, he 
told his real estate agent that 
he wanted a south-facing lot.  

“I was already thinking 
about trying to take as much 
advantage as possible of the 
sunlight and using that to 
warm the place,” Vane tells 
me.

Designed to retain the 
house’s heat, the windows 
work: “You can take that 
jacket off,” Vane says after I 
walk through his front door. 
“It’s warm in here.” 

Vane’s reading Bill Gates’s 
How to Avoid a Climate 
Disaster. “The first major part 
of the book is laying out the 
problem,” Vane says. There are 
two numbers: 51,000,000,000 
and 0. 

51 billion tons of green-
house gasses emitted per year, 
globally. These greenhouse 
gasses hang in our skies and 
trap heat that would other-
wise escape into space, which 
increases global temperatures. 

To avoid a climate disaster 
(e.g. prevent an increase in 
temperature so severe as to 
cause a refugee crisis, disas-
trous weather and climate 
events, and the resulting po-
litical unrest), humans have to 
reduce emissions to zero. Per 
year. By 2050. 

“The second chapter [of the see VANE, page 11

Our newest reporter 
Charlie Pike was ask-
ing me the other day 

about flying home for Christ-
mas. And remarking on how 
expensive and inconvenient 
the flight schedules were be-
tween Reno and Atlanta. 

Of course, I looked at him 
like he was an alien (and 
sometimes I do think he’s an 
alien). 

Wouldn’t it be a lot easier 
and more efficient to fly out of 
Bishop and through Denver? I 
suggested. 

You can do that? he replied 
in wonder. 

Yes, I said. You can do 
that. And there’s even a local 
discount code which gets you 
10% off.

The exchange brings up 
one of the key challenges for 
a marketing organization like 
Mammoth Lakes Tourism. 

The local population, as well 
as the state population, turns 
over fairly rapidly. And each 
wave of newcomers needs to 
be reached and introduced to 
what the Sierra has to offer. 

As Mammoth Lakes Tour-
ism Executive Director John 
Urdi points out, since he took 
the job more than a decade 
ago, a lot of people have left 
California. But even more 
have arrived. The state’s popu-
lation is two million greater 
than it was a decade ago - 
almost 40 million. 

But people tend to discover 
you pretty quickly when the 
snow flies early. 

Early snow has proven a 
boon to early season bookings 
of local commercial flights. 

Mammoth Lakes Tourism 
Executive Director John Urdi 

told The Sheet this week that 
flight bookings are approxi-
mately double what they were 
at this same time a year ago. 

MAMMOTHHOLISTICS.COM
760-633-7570

101 Old Mammoth Road
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

C10-0000617-LIC NOVEMBER 23 - NOVEMEBER 28

EVERY DAY
$14.00 EIGHTHS  

$3.50 PRE-ROLLS

By Pike 

Gregg Vane outside his home.

book] is, ‘This Will Be Hard,’” 
Vane says. “If you think about 
all the things that we do that 
add carbon to the atmosphere 
– how we make things, for 
example – we need energy to 
do it.” Our entire system of 
transportation, from build-
ing vehicles to driving them, 
generates carbon emissions. 
Coal burned for electricity 
generates carbon emissions. 
Heating our buildings causes 
carbon emissions.

So Vane, a planetary sci-
entist, decided to design his 
Mammoth house with its 
carbon footprint in mind. 

He started with the win-
dows. “In the winter, when the 
sun angles low and comes in 
on the eaves, it gives about a 
two or three degree tempera-
ture increase to the house,” 
Vane says. Free heat. “That’s 
pretty important if you live in a 
cold environment like we do.” 

Next, he installed radiant Margaux Lunch performing the Albuquerque Turkey at the Round Valley El-
ementary Thanksgiving celebration
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WHAT’S IN YOUR CARROT?

more LUNCH, page 6

A random Thanksgiving memory. 
I was probably about 10 or 11. My parents had invited friends to visit for 

the holiday. They had two children. The youngest was 7 or 8. He was super 
annoying. 

So my sister, my deliciously evil sister, concocted the following plan. 
She cored out the top of a carrot. Poured tabasco sauce inside. Then 

capped it. 
We kept track of where the TNT-laced carrot sat in the vegetable bowl. 
And then we both dove into the carrots, exaggerating just how wonderful 

they were. The visiting child became curious. My sister offered him the bowl 
in such a way that he was bound to choose the deadly orange stick. 

He bit into it. At first, nothing happened. And then, his face contorted and 
soured. And he began to cry and carry on and then outright scream. And 
I knew that I had to make myself scarce immediately because otherwise I 
might collapse on the floor in laughter. 

And he kept carrying on and blubbering and the adults couldn’t figure out 
what had happened. Why was he so upset over a carrot? 

Until my mom, more of a detective than the rest - my Dad and his friend 
Larry were already a few drinks in and couldn’t have cared less - sniffed the 
carrot. And then she knew. 

She interrogated my sister but my sister held firm, because my sister is 
nails. She would have made a fantastic secret agent. 

Then mom went looking for me … and I was done for. I couldn’t help but 
break into a smirk. 

And then I had to take the fall, because there was no point in implicating 
my sister, who would have made my life miserable if I did. 

That was a long weekend of never-ending chores. 
But don’t fret too much for tabasco breath. I just Googled him. He’s a vice-

president at Capital One. 

The above should readily clue you in to the fact we’re on a short week. 
I don’t have much. 
I was, however, thinking a bit more this week about Mammoth Lakes 

Tourism’s new slogan: “The Real Unreal.”

There are so many possibilities. I envision a new video montage:

-Christmas week shopping at Vons at 5 p.m. 
-A dilapidated 1,200-square foot Mammoth home listed for $895,000. 
-The local ratio of single males/females
-Vegans who snort horse tranquilizers (this is a thing, according to Cro-

cetti, and damn funny on at least one level). 
-Anxious horses snorting tofu
-Herschel Walker’s U.S. Senate candidacy
-A $15 million MUF which doubles as an avy hazard (see below)

Post-Thanksgiving, Inyo County Supervisors, flipping their caps sideways 
and re-constituting as the Inyo County Board of Equalization, will again 
revisit the Xanterra tax assessment appeal. 

Xanterra is the corporate entity which owns the Furnace Creek Inn and 
Ranch in Death Valley. 

The appeal hearing will take place at 8:30 a.m. on Tuesday, November 29 - 
the timing clearly meant to maximize public awareness. 

JOIN US FOR

DINNER

Chef Ari will be serving a four-course dinner including 
guacamole shrimp, peach crostini, and panko green beans. Entrée 
choices of traditional turkey, ribeye or macadamia-crusted halibut.

For dessert…house-made ice cream, pumpkin pie, 
pumpkin crème brulée and brownies with ice cream.

Kids choose from turkey, mac & cheese or chicken tenders.

Make your reservation now on Open Table. 
Or call us at 934.7427. First seating at 4:00pm.

Morrisons Restaurant on main street in the heart of Mammoth Lakes



Your Gift Moves Mountains

For more info on how you can support this initiative, 
scan here or contact:

www.MammothHospital.com/giving-back/donate

T he Mammoth Hospital Foundation relies on support from donors to enhance the patient 
care experience. Currently, funds are being used to provide technology and equipment 
upgrades so that Mammoth Hospital can adopt the latest medical advancements to offer 

our rural community. By supporting the Foundation, you make a substantial impact in maintaining 
the excellent level of care at Mammoth Hospital.

Because of Mammoth Hospital’s remote location and the number of trauma patients we treat, 
having a high quality CT Scanner is a necessity to ensure lifesaving care. 

We are currently raising money for the the purchase of a new state-of-the-art Canon Aquilion CT. 
This critical diagnostic tool is a necessity in maintaining advanced, local inpatient medical care. 

Gardiner Miller, Mammoth Hospital Foundation Manager
760.924.4128 | gardiner.miller@mammothhospital.com

Maintaining local healthcare services

“The CT scanner is unquestionably the most important resource to 

Mammoth Hospital outside of our physicians and staff.” -  Kyle Howell, MD
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LETTERS
Crocetti out

Dear Mammoth, 

Mammoth Lakes, California: the 
weirdest place I have lived so far! 

I moved here from New Hampshire in 
a desperate effort to escape the stagna-
tion and depression of Covid-19. I also 
moved here to work at a local, indepen-
dently-run newspaper in an isolated re-
sort community during the midst of its 
gentrification and corporate take-over. 

What did I learn? That there are still 
real people living in Mammoth Lakes. 
I learned that all politics really is local, 
and that local voices matter. 

The world around us is changing. 
Reality is changing, because the nature 
of information dissemination is chang-
ing. Much like the structure of our 
brains, the structure of our information 
exchange can’t adapt to keep up with 
the ever-evolving technology that domi-
nates our reality. It’s harder and harder 
to preserve our “old” ways. Ultimately, 
it’s getting harder to preserve our hu-
manity, and to preserve the truth. 

One of the results of this is that local 
news coverage in America is disintegrat-
ing, causing more information deserts 
to crop up throughout our country. Less 
local news. More national narratives. 
The sensationalization of national and 
global politics is too tempting for most 
of us to resist. And it’s easy, money-
making click bait for news sources who 
exist in a reality increasingly defined by 
the internet. 

The result? More partisanship, dis-
trust, and paranoia between neighbors 
who share the same backyard, and who 
work to pool their tax money into the 
same community. Citizens who (for 
the most part) want the same things for 
their children. I learned that local news 
brings these people together, where 
national news tears these people apart. 

I also learned that running a local 
newspaper isn’t easy, and that’s prob-
ably why local newspapers are dropping 
like flies these days. I look up to people 
like Jack Lunch for not tapping out, for 
doing the hard work, even if it means 
being the community villain. Even if it 
means driving 12 hours roundtrip to 
pick up the paper because the closest 
printing plant got converted into an 
Amazon shipping facility. 

I am proud of covering high school 
sports games and graduations and 
getting to print what those kids dream 
of doing with their futures. I am proud 
of interviewing local characters about 
their life stories, documenting and 
sharing the tumultuous odysseys that 
landed them in the Eastern Sierra. I am 
proud of pressuring the county supervi-
sors into revealing their tax histories 
and pestering the school boards to 
release statements. 

I am proud of trying to preserve the 
soul of this eccentric, eclectic commu-
nity where people move to escape the 
calamity of modern, tin-man society. 

I definitely felt alone during most of 
my time living here. Loneliness really is 
the hardest emotion to describe, and it’s 
also the hardest to grow through. But it 
breeds the most palpable art, which is 
capable of inspiring the most change.

I know one day my grandkids will ask 
me about my life. And one day I will 
tell them about Mammoth Lakes and 
about newspapers and how information 
used to be printed on a tangible sheet 
of paper - and how we tried our best to 
share the truth, as local and as universal 
as it gets. 

I am proud to say that I am writing 
this as a former staff writer for The Sheet 
Newspaper!

To the News, Views and Culture of 
The Eastern Sierra: stay golden. It’s been 
real. Time for me to ramble on!

Emily Crocetti 
#Van Life 



2023
SEASON
KICKOFF
FEATURING JEREMY JONES

TICKETS $25  •  ESAVALANCHE.ORG

SATURDAY DECEMBER 3, 2022
BISHOP TRI-COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 
HOME EC BUILDING

DOORS OPEN AT 5:30PM
SHOW BEGINS AT 7PM

WORLD FAMOUS RAFFLE!
SILENT AUCTION! FOOD TRUCKS!

TRANSPORTATION WILL BE PROVIDED 
FROM MAMMOTH TO THE VENUE IN BISHOP

FREE AVALANCHE WORKSHOPS
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 9AM–2PM
THE EMERALD ROOM IN THE VILLAGE AT MAMMOTH

ANNUAL FUNDRAISER
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TRANSFER STATION UPDATE

Mammoth Disposal’s new, indoor transfer station under construction.

LOCAL BRIEFSLUNCH
continued from page 2

Transfer Station Proves Costly

 Mammoth Disposal’s new, indoor 
transfer station, located right next to the 
old one on Commerce Street, is pro-
jected to be operational by the second 
week of December. 

With Benton Crossing Landfill closing 
on January 1st, 2023, the new station 
aims to accomodate for the increased 
demand. 

Since its conception, construction 
costs for the project have soared from 
$5 million to $6.8 million, according to 
a November 16th staff report from the 
Town of Mammoth. 

Solid waste trucking and disposal 
costs have also increased. Tipping fees 
at the Russel Pass Landfill were origi-
nally quoted at $21 a ton. 

Now, fees are being quoted at $30 a 
ton. 

That’s a 43% fee increase. 
Solid waste rates in town are also 

expected to rise nearly 10% by 2023. 
The transfer station won’t be able to 

accomodate all of the operations that 
the Benton Crossing landfill used to 
offer. 

In a March 2021 article in The Sheet 
by former staff writer Page, “Waste Con-
nections Inc. Regional Vice President 
Susan VanDelinder said that there are 
differences between what a landfill  and 
a transfer station can provide services 
for.”

Some materials, like green waste and 
some kinds of construction waste, are 
landfill specific and will have to be dis-
posed at another location in the county, 
such as Pumice Valley landfill. 

However, Page noted, the new trans-
fer station will still be able to provide 
more services to the people of Mam-

Let’s hope that this time, Supervisors 
can more clearly differentiate between 
their roles as Supervisors as opposed to 
their roles as members of the Board of 
Equalization [BOE]. 

It’s one thing to make public com-
ment as a Supervisor bemoaning how an 
assessment might affect tax revenue and 
school budgets. But a member of the BOE 
isn’t supposed to factor the impact an as-
sessment has on school budgets when he 
renders a decision. It’s not about impact 
on services. It’s about treating the taxpay-
ers fairly. 

When Supervisors cum BOE members 
get their roles confused, you know what it 
says to me? Lawsuit. 

The solution is easy. Inyo Supervisors 
shouldn’t serve that dual role. And should 
appoint an entirely independent Board of 
Equalization. That’s how their neighbors 
in Mono County do it. 

As an addendum to the front page story 
on local air service … I reference a Wall 
Street Journal story from June entitled 
“Small Cities Lose Flights Despite Airline 
Travel Boom”

The principal reason: Pilot shortage. Re-
gional carriers can’t hold onto pilots being 
poached by larger carriers, and there’s 
an approaching bubble of pilots reaching 
mandatory retirement age. 

And in case you think the subsides-
Mammoth pays for flight service are 
excessive, consider the plight of four small 
cities discussed in the story: Twin Falls, 
Ida. went from four flights a day to one, 
upon which it spends $400,000 in annual 
revenue guarantee.

Williamsport, Pa., home of the Little 
League World Series and a city of 30,000, 
lost its last commercial flight in 2021.

Elko, Nev. spends $950,000 annually to 
guarantee its one daily flight.

Pocatello, Ida. spends $800,000 annu-
ally to preserve its one flight. 

One other thing to discuss ...
All the ballots have been counted 

in Mono County as of 5 p.m. Monday. 
Amanda Rice ended up beating out Betsy 
Truax for the third and final Mammoth 
Lakes Town Council seat, 989-983. So 
Truax had 300 more votes than Kirk Stapp 
did in 2018 when he captured the third 
and final seat - and yet she lost.

When I ran into Truax at the post office 
the other day, she said she did not plan to 
ask for a recount, though the vote is well 
within the half-percent margin of error. 
I guess when you ask for a recount, you 
have to pay for it. Sounds like she’d be on 
the hook for a lot of expensive staff time.

And something to meditate on. I’ve 
been reading Mark Arax and Rick Wartz-
man’s 1999 book about J.G. Boswell and 
the Boswell agricultural empire titled “The 
King of California.” I may have to review 
it just because it really captures that great 
American tradition of the rugged and 
clever individualist who loathes govern-
ment ... but gets government to do his 
bidding when required.

Anyway, there’s this great part where 
the authors interview the Boswell ranch 
foreman who goes into great detail about 
the art of raising cotton. How you have to 
plant at the right time, irrigate at the right 
time ... that the key is to stress the plant, 
but just the right amount.

And then they write, “On the other end 
of the spectrum was the sloppy farmer 
who watered too often and fertilized too 
much. His fields stood a good chance of 
turning rank, all leaves and little fruit.”

I couldn’t help but think that they may 
as well have been talking about parenting.

moth Lakes. 
The station will be able to accomo-

date both commercial trucks unloading 
waste and local residents disposing of 
their household garbage. 

Mammoth Disposal trucks will no 
longer have to trek to Benton to dispose 
of their waste. They can drop it off at the 
transfer station in town. 

And, if local residents are worried 
about long lines, Glen Long, Dis-
trict General Manager for Mammoth 
Disposal/Bishop Waste told Page that 
those wishing to only drop off a bag or 
two of garbage wouldn’t have to wait 
in line. The Commerce St. Household 
Disposal Area will remain operational.

Electric Trucking in Calif.

California is looking to ban diesel 
trucks at ports by 2035.

The California Air Resources Board 
proposed phasing out older big rigs 
operating in corridors and shuttling 
shipping containers between ports, rail 
yards and warehouses, according to a 
Wall Street Journal article from Novem-
ber 20. 

The plan is to require that all new 
vehicles be powered by clean fuels 
starting in 2024. From 2025 onward, the 
state plans to prohibit trucks powered 
by internal combustion engines that 
have more than 800,000 miles on them 
from operating at ports and rail yards.

Trucking industry officials are 
concerned- they say there is a big gap 
between the planned proposal and lack 
of the required charging infrastructure 
(that barely exists today and would take 
years to build) in order to make the 
plan work.
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On September 17th, The Eastern 
California Museum hosted 
UCLA History Department’s 

Associate Professor Benjamin Mad-
ley for an author event regarding his 
new book, An American Genocide: 
The United States and the California 
Indian Catastrophe. 

In the meticulously researched 
book, Madley documents “how Cali-
fornia’s Native American population 
fell from perhaps 150,000 to 30,000 
between 1856 and 1873,” Madley 
wrote to The Sheet in an email.

Madley’s mosaic of newspaper clip-
pings, first-person accounts, photo-
graphs, sketchings, maps, and state 
and federal legislature, among other 
things, portrays in great clarity several 
of the killings, massacres, and mur-
ders of California natives by white, 
California settlers. 

Per Madley himself, An American 
Genocide “explains the genocide 
that took place during these years” 
and how both the state and federal 
government enabled, supported, and 
incentivized it. The book “explains 
who ordered the killing, who carried it 
out, and who paid for it.” 

At every turn, Madley is sure to be 
as thorough and detailed as possible. 
He names perpetrators and, when he 
can, victims. He describes where each 
attack occurred, and what caused it. 
He is also sure to shine a light on Cali-
fornia Indian resistance and survival 
“against all but impossible odds.” 

Sitting down with Madley’s book, 
it is nearly impossible to dismiss his 
claims of genocide against California 
Indians. It took him ten years to write 
An American Genocide, with “much 
of that time spent in archives reading 
newspapers, personal journals, letters, 
government documents, and other 
sources,” said Madley. “After visiting 
archives from the Bancroft Library 
at Berkeley to the Beinecke Library 
at Yale, one thing became clear: the 
evidence was hidden in plain sight. 
Most perpetrators simply did not try 
to conceal their crimes.” 

Many of the massacres and killings 
of California Indians were precipi-
tated by nothing more than a missing 
horse or two. Once word spread that 
a horse was missing, or that a few 
California Indians had been (alleg-
edly) spotted stealing cattle in order 
to stave off hunger (because, like 
in the Owens Valley, when “ranch-
ers unleashed hundreds of cattle” to 
feed on the land’s grass, “a process of 
environmental transformation [would 
begin] that dramatically diminished 
traditional Indian food sources), white 
militias of ten to twenty to thirty to 
forty plus men would saddle up their 
horses, ride to the nearest village (re-
gardless of whether or not that village 
bore any relation to the alleged per-
petrators) and murder men, women, 
and children. Then, they’d receive 
funding for their campaigns from the 
state and federal government. 

AMERICAN GENOCIDE
By Pike

An American Genocide
Benjamin Madley
Yale University Press
1,122 pages

The template, then: a small, alleged 
infraction results in the massacre of 
an entire encampment or village by 
either a government-backed militia 
or group of vigilantes. The murderers 
fear no consequential persecution be-
cause the state has never given them 
a reason to fear such things. In fact, 
several Californians believe that it is 
the California Indians’ destiny to van-
ish, in part because the newspapers 
at the time promoted such a message 
alongside cries for extermination. 

“State and federal policies, in 
combination with vigilante violence, 
played major roles in the near-annihi-
lation of California Indians during the 
first twenty-seven years of US rule,” 
Madley writes in the book’s conclu-
sion. “From 1846 to 1873, colonization 
policies, abductions, diseases, homi-
cides, executions, battles, massacres, 
institutionalized neglect on federal 
reservations, and the willful destruc-
tion of indigenous villages and their 
food stores seem to have reduced 

California Indian numbers by at least 
80%, from perhaps 150,000 to 30,000.” 

Yet, as Madley writes, “the legacies 
of California’s genocide remain wide-
spread but largely 
unknown… the 
genocide suffered 
by California 
Indians is not a 
required topic in 
the state’s public 
schools… [and] 
few people know 
that genocide 
helped facilitate 
the conquest and 
colonization of 
the very land and 
natural resources 
on which con-
temporary Cali-
fornia was built.” 

While cities 
like Berlin have 
erected thought-
ful monuments to victims of genocide 
that are woven into the city and im-
possible to miss – such that one both 
lives among and moves through daily 
reminders of their nation’s genocidal 
past – “historically accurate memori-
als related to genocide in California 

BOOKS  

For more information and to apply:

townofmammothlakes.ca.gov
(776600)  965-33660044

JOB OPENINGS

Temporary Seasonal 
Positions

*Newly increased wages

Temporary Snow Removal 
Operator   /   Class A or B 

License Required
$27.52 - $31.86

Various Parks & Rec & Public 
Works Winter Positions

$15.50-$28.96/hr.

are few and far between,” writes 
Madley. 

Despite a lack of memorials, Cali-
fornia Indians “themselves are rais-

ing awareness 
with their own 
commemora-
tions such as the 
annual Tolowa 
candlelight vigil 
at the site of the 
1853 Yontocket,” 
writes Madley. 

An American 
Genocide takes 
the UN Genocide 
Convention’s 
definitions of 
genocide and 
demonstrates 
how, in nearly 
every way, the 
murder of Califor-
nia Indians in the 
mid-1800s fits the 

bill. “After reading [the book],” wrote 
Madley in an email, “former Califor-
nia governor Jerry Brown acknowl-
edged what he called, ‘The actual 
genocide of a vibrant civilization, 
thousands of years in the making.’ 
That was an important step forward.” 

Most perpetrators simply 

did not try to conceal their 

crimes.

”

“

-Benjamin Madley



AIR SERVICE
continued from page 1
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Commercial air bookings as of November 15 are approximately double that of last year. 

The only difference in schedule this 
year is that there is no longer a Bishop-
LAX flight offered by United. 

There are still flights to Denver and San 
Francisco out of Bishop.

Charter flights out of Mammoth via 
Advanced Airlines are scheduled to Carls-
bad, Burbank and Hawthorne. No, not the 
population hub of Hawthorne, Nevada, 
but Hawthorne, California, which is lo-
cated just ten miles from LAX. 

Hawthorne Airport offers a free shuttle 
to LAX. 

MLT- which has signed a promotional 
agreement with skier Glen Plake as a 
marketing ploy- plans to fly Plake through 
Hawthorne and shuttle him to LAX next 
month to demonstrate how easy it is. 

Advanced offers a 20% discount to lo-
cals who fly “opposite” routes - meaning, 
on outgoing flights Thursday/.Friday and 
incoming flights Sunday/Monday.

Advanced is also pitching seasonal 
flight 10-packs. $190 per leg to and from 
Hawthorne and Burbank and $200 per leg 
for Carlsbad. 

“Local” 10-packs are priced at 
$140/$160 per leg respectively. 

The Sheet spoke to Mr. Urdi last week 
about the goals/future of local air service. 

The biggest challenge right now is fuel 
cost. 

As Urdi says, every penny per gallon 
increase in the cost of fuel costs MLT an 
extra $8 in subsidy per flight. 

Last March, for example, MLT had a 
74% load factor on its Denver flight. Typi-
cally, 70% is break-even. But the spike in 

fuel prices prevented MLT from making 
much of a dent in its subsidy bill. 

A blessing in disguise of the pandemic 
was that money was budgeted for air sub-
sidy but then never spent due to cancel-
lations. This has given Urdi and MLT a bit 
of a warchest to use to expand into new 
markets. 

In Urdi’s view, the top three priorities 
for route expansion are:

1.) Dallas via American Airlines, be-

cause it provides incredible connectivity. 
2.) Salt Lake City
3.) Seattle

When asked about Phoenix, Urdi said 
the market makes him a little nervous 
because Vail has failed there on a few 
occasions. 

Strong bookings thus far this year (see 
chart) promise less subsidy and even 
more resources to marshal for next year. 

On the Mammoth side, Advanced 

Airlines had 1,600 emplacements out 
of MMH last year. An airport reaching 
10,000 annual emplacements is due a $1 
million FAA (Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration) subsidy. 

“We could reach 10,000 enplanements,” 
says Urdi, “but it would cost $2 million 
in flight subsidies to win back the $1 mil-
lion.”

Summer air service from MMH, which 
essentially ran from Father’s Day through 
Labor Day, cost upward of $300,000.

Your one stop shop for everything Mammoth!
Graphic Conclusion has cards, gifts, gift wrap, home decor, 

candles, shirts, accessories and a large selection of Mammoth 
logo wear. Come visit the oldest gift store in Mammoth! 

3343 MAIN STREET • OPEN DAILY, 10:00-6:00

GRAPHIC CONCLUSION

Let’s prepare for winter,
                       together.

www.mono.ca.gov/wellness  •  760-924-1740

We check the forecast, stack our firewood, and put a few 
extra blankets on the bed. But it’s also important to  

get our minds ready for the coming season.

Mono County Behavioral Health is providing  FREE  access 
to myStrength*. This program offers you personalized and 
confidential tools and support for life’s many challenges. 

*Limited subscriptions available until February 2023. Offer may be extended.
La aplicación está disponible en español.

Sign up on myStrength.com 
with access code: MONO



Winter Ski Season
Private Memberships Now Available

Second Homeowners Welcome 
(only pay when you train!)

TEDD Fitness O�ers:
• An Exclusive, Private Center
• Performance Equipment Found Nowhere Else in Mammoth
• Experienced and Knowledgeable Coaches
• Semi-Private Training
• Group Strength and Conditioning Classes
• Private Memberships
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If these old photos of our doctors have you If these old photos of our doctors have you 
thinking “seems like yesterday,”thinking “seems like yesterday,”

Mammoth Hospital’s General Surgery 
Team, (from left) Deanna Dean, RN, 

Richard Koehler, MD, Fru Bahiraei, MD, 
Sarah Sindell, MD, and Tina Wagner, LVN.

it may be time to schedule your colonoscopy.it may be time to schedule your colonoscopy.

Peter Clark, MD | 

Family Medicine Kyle Howell, MD
Emergency

Jonathan Bourne, MD
Anesthesiology

Call or text 760.924.4014 to schedule an appointment.

w w w. M a m m ot h H o s p i t a l . co m

Regular screening, beginning at age 45, is the key to 
preventing, colorectal cancer and finding it early.

www.mammothbreakfastclub.com

Now Accepting Credit Cards

Indoor / Outdoor Seating / Dog Friendly Patio
Real Vodka Homemade Bloody Mary’s,

Cocktails, Mimosa’s & Beer

Homemade Pastries, Muffins, Crossaints, Biscuits
Mexican Breakfast Specialties, Omelettes, & More

By Crocetti and Pike 

SHEET SURVEY
The Sheet asked:  What are you thankful for, and what are you not? 

Thankful for good ski conditions before 
Thanksgiving, not the economic recession.

-Jameson, Lake Tahoe

Thankful for nature, family and health, and 
there’s nothing she’s not thankful for. 

-Ana, Oxnard

Thankful for their family, not bad politics for 
homelessness.

-Steve & Linda, Huntington Beach

Thankful for family, good health, and skiing, 
not the climate crisis.

-Miles, Los Angeles

Thankful that he’s out here with the kids and 
family, not that he’s always having to work.

-Nathan, SoCal 

Thankful for his beautiful, wonderful daugh-
ter, not the past year. Hopefully ‘23 is better!

-Konrad, Orange County 

Thankful that his wife is pregnant with his 
first kid, but it’s a double-edged sword.

-Chris, Lake Tahoe

Thankful for family and being able to stay 
warm, not being so far from her family while 
at school.

-Fabiana, Oxnard



2022 EASTERN SIERRA 
SHOP WITH A COP 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25

8th Annual Footloose  
Mammoth Lakes Turkey Trot
Join the Mammoth Track Club, The Town 
of Mammoth Lakes, and Visit Mammoth 
for the 8th Annual Mammoth Lakes Turkey 
Trot on Thursday. Start your Thanksgiving 
morning out right with a 2K (1.24 miles) 
loop through the Trails community. 
Registration begins at 7:30am – Turkey Trot  
at 9am. Costumes and fun are encouraged. Register online:  
www.MammothTrackClub.com/mammoth-turkey-trot

Holiday Tree Lighting 
in The Village
The Village at Mammoth and the Town 
of Mammoth Lakes present a kickoff 
to the holidays and start to the Spirit 
of Giving Week on Friday. Festivities 
begin at 5:30pm with live music and the 
official holiday tree lighting ceremony at 
6:30pm. Join Woolly and Santa for photos, kids activities and live 
music outdoors in a festive holiday atmosphere. Free entry. 

Mammoth Outdoor Ice Rink 
Open for Thanksgiving!
Join us for a FREE Skate night* on 
Friday after the Tree Lighting Ceremony 
(7pm). The Mammoth Ice Rink is located 
at 416 Sierra Park Road adjacent to the 
Mammoth Lakes Library. Complimentary 
public transit is available with stops 
conveniently located near the facility. Visit 
www.Mammothicerink.com for details. *Rentals subject to availability.

Parking and Transit
Parking is limited in and around The Village – please 
consider using the free public transportation 
whenever possible. www.ESTransit.com

Visit our website for more information:
VisitMammoth.com/thanksgiving

Thanksgiving Weekend: Changed Traffic Conditions in The Village – To better manage 
traffic conditions in and around The Village on the Thanksgiving Holiday Weekend, the Mammoth Lakes 
Police Department will be temporarily prohibiting access to Minaret Road (SR 203) from Forest Trail in 
both directions between approximately 4-6pm. On Friday, November 25 and Saturday, November 26, 
drivers traveling westbound on Forest Trail, will be required to turn around at the Community Center 
(1000 Forest Trail), and drivers traveling eastbound on Forest Trail towards Minaret Road, will be 
turned around at the intersection of Hillside Drive and Forest Trail. Guests staying at the Grand Sierra 
Lodge, the Westin and other lodging properties will be permitted access. The Town appreciates the 
community’s understanding and patience during the Thanksgiving Holiday Weekend in Mammoth Lakes.

Thanksgiving

in Mammoth Lakes!

Welcome to

    THANKSGIVING

VANE
continued from page 1

floors, composed of fluid-holding 
polypropylene tubings and concrete. 
The floors are designed to stop heat-
ing the fluid at 80 degrees Fahrenheit 
to prolong the life of the tubing. 

“[The floors are] more efficient,” 
says Vane, “because you can set the 
thermostat lower. If your feet are 
warm, you feel warm.” Typical, forced 
air heating blasts hot air out of vents 
in walls, floors, and ceilings. Because 
radiant floors evenly distribute the 
heat from the floor toward the ceil-
ing, most of the heat is right where it 
needs to be: at ground level, keeping 
you toasty. 

Vane then converted his propane 
boiler to an electric boiler. “Super 
efficient,” Vane says. “Then I kept the 
other data that I needed – which was, 
‘How much electricity would [the 
electric boiler] take?’ – to size the so-
lar systems that I put on the roof.” 

Vane had the solar panels installed, 
and they generated enough energy “to 
basically do everything we needed to 
do to keep the house warm,” he says. 
Vane’s panels, windows, and floors 
eliminated 14 tons per year of green-
house gas emissions from his house. 

“But Bill says we’ve got 51 tons to 
get rid of per year,” Vane says. So, 
we’re doing what we can. It’s a drop 
in the bucket, which shows you why 
he says, ‘This will be hard.’ But there 

are solutions. And, I’m actually very 
encouraged…. I’m pretty confident 
that we will avoid the disaster sce-
nario. But it will get worse before it 
gets better. I think there’s no question 
about that.” 

Maybe it has to get worse before 
it gets better. “A crisis isn’t a crisis 
until you feel the effect of it directly,” 
says Vane. “Like the pandemic.” Vane 
believes it’s on the rich countries that 
generated much of the carbon emis-
sions to fix the issue. 

According to an infographic from 
the New Yorker’s “Climate Change 
from A to Z,” “four countries are 
responsible for half of all historical 
CO2 emissions. About a hundred and 
ninety countries are responsible for 
the other half.” The United States is 
responsible for 24.5% of all emissions. 
China is responsible for 14%. Russia: 
6.8%. Germany, 5.5%. 

According to a Washington Post 
article from November 11th, President 
Biden recently pledged to provide 
$11.4 billion annually to “help poor 
countries transition to clean energy 
and adapt to the ravages of climate 
change.” Of course, that measure de-
pends on approval from Congress. 

“There’s not one single solution,” 
Vane says. “We need everybody to 
engage in this journey.” 

The 2022 Eastern Sierra Shop With 
a Cop event is coming December 10, 
2022. 50 area students will be chosen 
to participate in this year’s event. 

Each participant will be provided the 
opportunity to complete a shopping 
list of gifts for family and friends. On 
the day of the event, each participant 
will be picked up at their home by 
their assigned Law Enforcement Part-
ner and driven to the Eastern Sierra 
Tri-County Fairgrounds, where the 
Bishop Lions Club will be cooking up 
their famous pancake breakfast.

 After breakfast, we will all line up 
for our annual ‘Code 3’ ride down 
Bishop’s Main Street and return to the 
Fairgrounds for a Christmas party with 

a special visit from Santa, prior to the 
distribution of gifts.  

Eastern Sierra Shop with a Cop is 
completely donation driven.

Donations can be dropped off at 
the Mono County Sheriff’s Office, 
Inyo County Sheriff’s Office, Bishop 
Police Department and Mammoth 
Lakes Police Department as well as 
the Bishop and Bridgeport Offices for 
the California Highway Patrol. Please 
make checks payable to ESPOA (Eas-
tern Sierra Peace Officers Association) 
with “Shop-with-a Cop” written in the 
memo line. 

ESPOA is a 501(c)3, and your dona-
tion is tax deductible. 



THE REAL MAYORS OF MAMMOTH
By Paul Oster

12  I  REAL ESTATE                                      www.thesheetnews.com           THE SHEET  I  Saturday, November 26, 2022

“Home ownership makes mayors of 
the citizens.”
            — an old public planning adage

Q:  You’ve covered a lot of ground 
in your last few columns about 
what the future may hold for 

Mammoth area real estate; the potential 
effect of inflation, the impact of new de-
velopments, Mammoth’s new affluence, 
etc., etc.. But something tells us there 
is even more to the story, or something 
missing that hasn’t been discussed?

A: The mythical Chinese curse is 
“living in interesting times”. And 
cursed or not, here we are. At this 

point, the most profound thing here in 
Mammoth might be that the whole thing 
isn’t a Ponzi scheme. Seems like every-
thing else is, or close to it. The mountains 
and terrain are real, the abundance of 
recreational opportunities is real, and 
the properties are real. The STR income 
may fluctuate based on the seasons, 
snowpack and smoke, but the historic 
~50% occupancy rate has proven to be 
fairly recession proof. And in the IKON 
era and the new-found popularity of 
Mammoth in the summer, even more so.

My regular readers know I love conspir-
acy theories. That is, unless they fail to 
engage critical thinking. Mammoth has 
had plenty of trials and tribulations in 
the past. On the local real estate side, I’ve 
recently heard accusations that the local 
brokers try to manipulate the Mammoth 
market with extra hyperbole of demand, 
phantom offers, and other shenanigans. 
It could be sour grapes, but it is almost 
believable because we are a small, 
isolated market. And the local brokers 
and agents are a relatively tight group 
of many longstanding participants who 
repeatedly do business with each other. 
Many are friends, neighbors, and col-
leagues of different sorts. We know their 
kids. It all sounds reasonably plausible. 

But there is a wrench thrown in the 
works of this theory of manipulation. 
And it is an important dynamic in this 
market. It took me years to really un-
derstand it. I often say that Mammoth is 
a “don’t have to buy, don’t have to sell 
marketplace.”  This is something that 
separates the Mammoth market from so 
many others. Obviously there are some 
exceptions, but by-and-large this is true 
through the majority of the market. A 
seller may want to sell, but doesn’t have 

to. As an example, of the multiple, most 
recent $1M+ listings I have been work-
ing, none of the owners have any debt on 
their property. And they have low prop-
erty tax basis. This affects motivation. 
They also have strong emotional ties to 
the property, lots of great memories.

On the other hand, the majority of 
buyers don’t have to buy a Mammoth 
property either. They may want to (es-
pecially when it snows early!), but most 
don’t have to. I’ve talked to people for 
years who ponder buying a property 
here, but never do. Every agent in town 
has files full of them. One of the most 
interesting motivators for buyers in this 
market was the advent of the Gold Pass 
some 22 years ago. This was the first 
mass-marketed “cheap” ski pass and the 
predecessor to the IKON. The attitude of 
many buyers at the time was “I have a ski 
pass, now I need a condo.” It was a new 
revelation. 

As the IKON Pass becomes more 
popular, a good deal of that attitude 
exists even today, but with a new twist. 
Now owners have additional reasoning 
–– “if someone is paying to stay in my 
Mammoth condo this weekend, I can 
fly to __________ and use my IKON Pass 

there”…. It almost makes perfect sense!
But ultimately this real lack of urgency 

in most of the market makes the market 
impossible to manipulate. It is a raw sup-
ply and demand market. And the supply 
is limited to the boundaries of the town 
and existing properties. And sure, there 
is some “hard” selling that happens, and 
some buyers “lose their minds”, but buy-
ers rarely have a compelling need to buy 
a property in Mammoth. It is a fascinat-
ing dynamic of the local market. It is cur-
rently in play maybe more than ever.

And any discussion of market ma-
nipulation has certainly changed in the 
Zillow era.                                       

Today’s buyers and sellers have greater 
access to property data than ever before. 
This too is a significant change. Zillow 
and other websites provide all sorts of 
information that was once only the privi-
lege of the local brokers and agents. This 
includes marketing and sales data pulled 
directly from the MLS (that the brokers 
and agents pay to conglomerate), County 
data including transfer information and 
property tax rates, owner/seller informa-
tion, etc.. 

Buyers and sellers who are data 

see OSTER, page 14
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OSTER
continued from page 12
hounds can find out all sorts of things. 
Some are better informed than the 
agents. This too helps create a level play-
ing field. So the accusations of market 
manipulation by any of the participants 
is bogus. Ultimately, this market is quite 
transparent.

Another deeper discussion that seems 
to be missing is part of the social and 
economic dynamics of real estate and 
housing in the community. I’m remind-
ed of it when people clamor over the hot 
topic of affordable/workforce housing. It 
is the simple high cost and responsibility 
of real estate ownership. It is far beyond 
just the acquisition. People who don’t 
own real estate are often oblivious to the 
real cost and responsibility. It is espe-
cially true in California and even more 
so in Mammoth Lakes. And the recent 
inflation and the potential for continued 
inflation only makes the situation more 
intense. 

Over my decades of brokering Mam-
moth real estate there has always been a 
small faction of potential buyers looking 
for some cheap way of owning a part 
of the Mammoth region. Almost to the 
point of comedy. It used to be phone 
calls or walk-ins. Today it is mostly 
internet-based leads. They see a cheap 
price and get excited. They are looking 
at fractional properties like 80/50 (with 
low asking prices, large monthly fees 
and limited use), or legacy fractional 
partnership offerings, or manufactured 
homes in parks (again with low asking 
prices and large monthly fees), or cheap 

vacant lots where they can drop an inex-
pensive manufactured home or build a 
“container house.” Some people always 
think there is an angle.  

As a result of listening to all of this 
over the years, I developed another 
phrase, “There is no cheap way to own 
real estate in Mammoth.” People hate 
hearing it, but it is true. Lots of people 
have tried. Vacant, private land is actu-
ally scarce in this County that is 96% 
government owned. And there is more 
land reverting back to public ownership 
than becoming private (and that makes 
the private land more valuable and ex-
pands our “big playground”). And once 
you own the land then you need water. 
Wells are expensive. Or being part of any 
municipal district is expensive. Here in 
Mammoth we are very lucky to have the 
Mammoth Community Water District 
organization that has an excellent grasp 
on it all. 

Once you have water then you need 
power, and permits, and special engi-
neering for snow load and seismic, etc., 
etc. And have you ever dealt with a Plan-
ning Department?? And those shipping 
containers sound great until you need 
a crane, and a welder, etc.. Our society 
watches too many real estate shows on 
TV. 

Owning real estate is an expensive 
proposition and far beyond just saving 
for a downpayment. It is also a huge re-
sponsibility and even more so in this cli-
mate. And for non-owner occupants, the 
cost goes even higher. There are added 

expenses like snow removal, protecting 
plumbing from freezing, ice control and 
roof shoveling, and maintenance due to 
the dryness and high altitude sun.

For many this added cost of owner-
ship is too excessive. The condo envi-
ronment brings some economies and 
efficiencies to it all, but the real cost is 
reflected in the HOA fees. Many pro-
spective buyers think Mammoth’s HOA 
fees are too high, but they have no clue 
about the high cost of snow removal and 
ice control (and now insurance). They 
just drive into to town after a snowstorm 
and think it all magically gets pushed 
around. And as I have pointed out in 
the past, the turnover from summer-to-
winter and winter-to-summer are major 
tasks themselves. They also underesti-
mate the simple cost of someone being 
watchful of it all.

In light of all this, the Mammoth com-
munity clamors for affordable/work-
force housing. And do I dare say to an al-
most nanny-state fever pitch. And some 
think housing should also come with the 
opportunity(right) to ski a hundred days 
a year. Or have housing and not have 
to deal with tourists, including sharing 
the “mountain experience” with them. 
Mountain resort communities all across 
North America struggle with this pre-
dicament. Clearly, the housing is needed 
for the employment base. So the local 
governments end-up subsidizing this af-
fordable/ workforce housing. Thankfully 
the State and federal government help 
make it work, and they have been very 
generous as of late. But it still comes at a 
significant cost to the local government. 
This includes the “opportunity cost” of 
not being able to do something else with 
the money (like build and operate ice 
rinks and cultural centers). 

All of this and more creates distortions 
in the local real estate and rental market, 
and it inevitably causes some social 
anxiety in the community. Mammoth is 
at this juncture. The disparity of wealth 

has never been so high. Some feel hous-
ing is an entitlement. Others, like most 
owners, know they have worked hard 
and sacrificed in their lives to be able to 
afford what they have. And they’ve taken 
the risk and responsibility (and cost) of 
ownership. And hidden away are plenty 
of local residents (and second home-
owners too) who are living in a property 
their family subsidized (oh, to be so 
lucky). The bottom line is that owning 
a decent home in the Mammoth region 
is not easy and certainly not affordable. 
Those are bygone days.    

Without the impressive tax revenues 
that are being produced locally, there 
would be no opportunity to subsidize 
housing. Without this high level of busi-
ness and the subsequent revenues, the 
demand for housing would be absent 
too (should we blame Marketing for the 
housing shortage?). The real irony is that 
if all of this tourism related business and 
second homeownership wasn’t here, 
people would be hanging out living in 
tents in the forest. Like they did in the 
gold mining days.

Mammoth has plenty to be thank-
ful for. Go look at The Parcel and see 
how the boxes have stacked-up. Almost 
miraculously. Hopefully, this time next 
year another round of grateful local em-
ployees will appreciate the opportunity 
to have a warm place to live including 
indoor plumbing. And the chance to go 
take a few runs. I guess life is good be-
ing subsidized by the government. And 
maybe they can act like mini-mayors in 
the community.

Happy Thanksgiving!

Paul Oster is the Broker/Owner of 
RE/MAX of Mammoth (celebrating 30+ 
years). For other timely real estate infor-
mation you can go to www.MammothRe-
alEstateBlog.com. For legal, accounting, 
or construction advice, please seek out 
the appropriate professional.
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SMOKIN' BOWLER
Marzonie qualifies for world championships of lawn bowling 

OFF THE SLOPES
Mammoth Taxi owner Scottie 

Marzonie is headed to the world 
championships. 

Of lawn bowling. 
The 53-year old Michigan native 

earned his spot in the 32-team pairs field 
by winning the U.S. PBA qualifier held in 
Laguna Woods in October. He also just 
returned from Arizona with a recent sil-
ver medal finish at the 2022 U.S. National 
Mens Pairs event. 

His partner is Frankie Napoli, whose 
home club is located in Rossmore, Calif. 

Marzonie’s home club is located in 
Palo Alto, but he plays a lot at McKenzie 
Park in Santa Barbara, where his mother-
in-law lives. 

Marzonie says he’s ready for the 
worlds. “I’ve lost 25 pounds. I’m in the 
best shape of my life,” he crowed over 
eight wings, a Coors Light and a shot of 
Jameson’s on Sunday afternoon while 
watching football at Liberty. 

When I joked about this training regi-
men, Marzonie stared me down with 
great seriousness. 

At a tournament, he said, you some-
times play three matches a day. The 
matches are 2-3 hours long. The lawn 
bowling pitch is 15’ wide by 120’ long. 
There’s a lot of walking. A lot of lunging 
and tossing. You need stamina. “Your 
lower back … everything goes out if 
you’re out of shape.” 

Sunday was a rare get-out-of-jail free 
day, he said. 

*What he didn’t say, but which is pa-
tently obvious, is that you need Jameson’s 
to watch the Detroit Lions play. 

Fitness aside, lawn bowling is 90% 
mental, according to Scottie

And different than bocce in that lawn 
bowls are not perfectly spherical. They’re 
elliptical. So there’s a natural bend when 
you roll them. 

Marzonie likened his competing at the 
world championships to Sierra Star pro 
Dave Schacht teeing it up against PGA 
Tour pros. The guys he’ll be competing 
against have played their whole lives. As 
opposed to Marzonie, who, due to his 
work schedule, is primarily a seasonal 
(summer) bowler. 

Marzonie does have a few advantages 
that Schacht doesn’t have: lawn bowling 
greens don’t have sand or water hazards. 

But Marzonie has never played 
indoors, as next month’s champion-
ships will be played (at Potters Resort in 
Hopton-on-sea, U.K). And he’ll only have 
four, 30-minute practice sessions to get 
acclimated before the first round match. 

The indoor courts are apparently a 
whole lot faster than what he’s used to.

Marzonie picked up the sport a little 
more than a decade ago. 

It scores like horseshoes. In Interna-
tional play, each pairs team gets four 
balls (two each). Closest to the smaller 
ball placed at the opposite end (known 
as a “jack” or a “kitty”) wins the point. If 
you’re also second-closest, that’s a sec-
ond point for that “end” (or round). Up to 
four points for any end. 

At the worlds, each match consists of 
two nine end sets. 

Whereas in typical U.S. match play, 

there are 18 ends per contest. 
Marzonie first arrived in Mammoth 

in 1991, taking time off from college at 
UC-San Diego. He spent that first winter 
toiling as a fry cook at Canyon Lodge. 

He moved to Mammoth for good in 
1996 and had served as the G.M. of the 
Yodler for three years prior to buying 
Sierra Express Transportation in 2004. He 
renamed it Mammoth Taxi. 

He courted his now-wife Simone when 
she bartended at The Mogul. “It’s a small 
bar area,” said Scottie. “I had her boxed 

in.” 

Ed Hurley over at Burgers is committed 
to helping Scottie travel across the pond 
to become the Ted Lasso of lawn bowl-
ing. Burgers is hosting a fundraiser for 
Marzonie on Tuesday, December 6 from 

4 p.m. to close. A percentage of sales will 
be donated for travel expenses. 

The Sheet will publish when/how 
locals can watch Marzonie’s first match 
when that information becomes avail-
able. One of his first-round opponents, 
David Bolt, is ranked #25 in the world.  
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OUT ON HIGHWAY $161
It happened in early May 2022, short 

months before I turned 79. 
I’d been working alone all day 

in my upstairs business in downtown 
Bishop. I don’t remember locking up 
and schlepping down the twenty steps 
to the parking lot and my car. I do 
remember quite clearly turning east 
onto Line Street in front of Dwayne’s 
Pharmacy, reaching back and pulling 
my seat belt over my hips, simultane-
ously seeing a police car behind me, its 
lights suddenly spinning. I pulled over. 
I’d driven about 2 blocks.

The policeman was young. I mean 
really young, and obviously a rookie, a 
newbie, a greenhorn. I dug up the right 
papers from the dashboard as he waited 
impatiently. He trotted them back to his 
squad car. 

By the time he came back his partner 
was standing above the curb on the 
sidewalk behind my car, legs in the kind 
of wide stance that says I’m here as long 
as this takes, she could be a criminal. 

I remember thinking these guys could 
be my grandsons…

“I’m citing you for driving without a 
seat belt—”

“I was strapping it on when you—”
“You must not drive before you se-

curely fasten your seat belt. It’s the law.”
“When I learned to drive, most cars 

didn’t even have seat belts… Could you 
consider giving me a warning?”

“No. It’s the law. You must know the 

law.” 
I tried a variety of heartfelt requests 

for leniency. I begged actually.
No. No. No. No luck.
The young man backed away from 

the passenger’s window, stood there 
a squirmy split-
second. 

 “Thanks!” I said, 
sarcastic.

He stumbled up 
the step to escape.

“As you go to sleep 
tonight,” I yelled, 
“imagine it’s your 
granny you slapped 
this on today!”

             ***
At City Hall I dis-

covered that the fine 
would be $161: one 
hundred sixty-one 
dollars!

 I could contest 
the fine if I showed 
up in court three 
months later… 

In July I began 
thinking: How to request, and receive, 
clemency? 

The Muse finally had mercy on me. 
Why don’t you promise the judge a story 
about seat belts interesting enough to 
be READ and REMEMBERED by other 
drivers? Whether old, young, distraught, 
fatigued, or dangerously forgetful?  

By Eva Poole-Gilson
The judge agreed to drop the fine if I 

followed through by writing such a story 
of seat belts and getting it published. 

Here I am in November. My research 
for this story has surprised me. That 
strikes me as a good sign…

The state where 
I grew up, Wiscon-
sin, was the first to 
offer a car with seat 
belts… in 1949. And 
that car was built 
in my hometown of 
Kenosha, by Nash 
Motors, whose fac-
tory at that time was 
about six blocks 
from my home!

A Wisconsin 
Public Radio story 
from 2017 tells of 
national battles in 
the 1940’s and 50’s 
over seat belts. De-
spite evidence that 
they saved lives, 
people argued seat 
belts could cause 

internal injuries; they might not release 
if an accident caused a car to submerge 
in a river or lake; they sometimes failed 
to function; they couldn’t keep you from 
being thrown out of the car …

Decades of dispute followed. Govern-
ment mandate v. personal choice

*So like our contemporary disagree-

ments over whether a private citizen 
should be bound by law to wear a face 
mask during a pandemic. 

In the late 1950s Volvo devised a 
much safer, three-point seat belt to 
secure over chest and hips. 

All U.S. states enacted laws for seat 
belts in all new vehicles in 1968.

In 1973, a battle ensued about a sug-
gested regulation for a lock that pre-
vented a car from starting if the driver 
had not buckled up. Congress killed that 
quick:1974.

Ronald Reagan won the presidency in 
1981 on a promise of deregulation, es-
pecially of the auto industry. One of the 
first things his administration did was 
rescind the National Highway Traffic 
Safely Administration’s rule requiring 
passive restraints. Insurance companies 
sued the administration and the case 
went to the Supreme Court. The jus-
tices voted unanimously to enforce the 
NHTSA rule.

In 1985 Elizabeth Dole, Secretary of 
Transportation under Reagan, issued a 
rule that required carmakers to install 
driver’s side airbags in new cars unless 
two-thirds of the states passed manda-
tory seat belt laws by April 1, 1989. The 
rule looked like a regulation, but was 
really a gift to the auto industry. Cars 
already had seat belts, so all the car-
makers had to do was convince states to 
pass mandatory seat belt laws and they 
were off the hook for installing expen-
sive air bags or automatic belts.

The hard sell by automakers came up 
short. Eight states shot down mandatory 
seat belt laws on ideological grounds, 
and of the states who passed them, too 
many of the new seat belt laws didn’t 
meet the standards established by 
Dole’s rule. Either the fine was too low 
(less than $25 dollars) or failure to wear 
a seat belt wasn’t listed as a “primary” 
offense, meaning people could only be 
ticketed if they were stopped for speed-
ing or another traffic violation.

Since qualifying seat belt laws weren’t 
passed in two-thirds of the states, 
carmakers had to comply with Dole’s 
original rule and install driver’s side 
airbags in all new cars starting in the 
early 1990s.

So we ended up with both airbags 
and mandatory seat belt use laws! Some 
people thought this a terrible infringe-
ment on their liberty. Some even sold 
T-shirts that made it look like you were 
wearing a seat belt.

Nationally we hit the 90% use mark in 
2016. However, as of August 2020, New 
Hampshire, famous for its “Live free or 
die” motto, remained without a manda-
tory seat belt law for adults. It stalled at 
70 percent compliance.

In 2022 the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration and the research 
agency called Zebra agree that seat belts 
save about 15,000 lives each year.

As for me?  Well, I’m now a less feisty, 
but less robotic “elder.” Now after my 
seat hits the seat, I’m much more likely 
to angle my left elbow up between the 
driver’s side and the door to grasp my 
tiny, powerful, faithful heartguard, and 
to plug him in so he can do his honor-
able duty.  

Imagine it’s your 

granny you slapped this 

on today!

”

“

-Eva Poole-Gilson  

Eva Poole-Gilson and the traffic stop
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Dutton, in her element. 

Carlynn Ann Dutton, of Mammoth 
Lakes, California, passed away 
peacefully on November 3. She was 

71 years old.
Carlynn was born August 2, 1951, in 

Lynwood, California, to Doyle and Latha 
Wood, the middle sister to Ron and 
Leonard Wood. She graduated from West 
High in Torrance, California, in 1969, 
then earned her Associate’s Degree from 
El Camino Community College before 
transferring to San Diego State University, 
graduating in 1973. 

Carlynn was with the Athletic Medicine 
Program at San Diego State from 1973 to 
1986, working with all men’s and women’s 
teams and the Athletic Training Intern-
ship Program. After years as the Assistant 
Head Trainer, she spent one year as the 
Acting Head Trainer for this Division I 
program. She was one of the first group 
of women certified as Athletic Trainers 
(AT, C) in California. Jerry Hines, SDSU 
athlete and former Army Ranger, said: 
“Carlynn was Head Trainer for San Diego 
State football and her work and presence 
there are legendary. If you played football, 
you knew Carlynn and there was a level 
of trust always there, on and off the field. 
She took her job seriously and had the fire 
in her eyes and presence to back it up. I 
had the pleasure of knowing Carlynn and 
being friends for 38 years. She was a true 
force of nature and a warrior. Truly a big 
sister to me.”

And a big sister to many at Disabled 
Sports Eastern Sierra (DSES). Carlynnn 
first visited Mammoth Mountain in 1976 
and visited dozens of times over the years 
before she and her husband Grady moved 
to Mammoth full-time in 2014. She had 
been volunteering with DSES for years, 
spending some full winters in Mammoth. 
She has been recognized by DSES as a 
Frequent Flyer, has been given their Terry 
Smutney Inspiration award, and, more 
recently, Instructor of the Year.

Kathy Copeland of DSES offered: “With 
her skills as a physical therapist and her 
zest for skiing, Carlynn was one of Dis-
abled Sports Eastern Sierra’s top instruc-
tors. Her no bullshit approach coupled 
with her compassion and experience for 
people with special needs made her an 
incredible asset. She raised funds, cooked 
meals, and so much more... she was fully 
involved along with her husband Grady 
and son Lucas.”

Wendi Ota Eusebio said, “When I first 
met Carlynn, my son, Evan, and I were 
only a couple of years into his autism 
journey. It was a time where more often 
than not, I felt lost, overwhelmed, and in a 
constant state of searching for something 
stable to cling to ... As I reflect back, I real-
ize Carlynn was dropped into our family 
universe at literally just the right time. 
With her kind heart and larger-than-life 
personality, she quickly became and has 
always been one of our family’s towers of 
strength. She was a person who told you 
like it was, even if it was different from 
what you “needed” to hear ... One of my 
favorite conversations with Carlynn took 
place during one of the many ski lessons 
she had with Evan. Evan was probably 6 
years old and we were downstairs in the 
DSES office getting him ready to head 
out to the lesson. Carlynn asked Evan 
if he was ready to go, he said “Yes!” and 
I picked up his equipment and started 
walking out to the lift. Suddenly, I heard 
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Carlynn say to Evan, “Hey Evan! YOUR 
MOM IS NOT YOUR SHERPA! You can 
carry your own skis!” She took the skis 
from me, handed them to Evan, and he 
carried those skis all the way to the lift 
line. To be transparent, Evan DID try to 
hand those skis off to Carlynn a couple of 
times, but she kept walking next to him, 
carrying her own skis, and Evan followed 
her lead. I stood there with my mouth 
wide open, laughed, and it dawned on me 
that Carlynn’s goal wasn’t just to teach 
Evan to ski, she also wanted to teach 
him how to be independent and how to 
have confidence in his abilities. That’s 
why Evan continually asked for Carlynn 
EVERY TIME we were in Mammoth. Even 
though he couldn’t articulate to me why 
he wanted Carlynn, I know it’s because he 
felt her warmth, he felt the confidence she 
had in him, and he felt the love Carlynn 
always gave to people she cared for.”

Evan Eusebio adds, “Some of my favor-
ite times were sitting in the DSES waiting 
room with Ms. Carlynn before and after 
my ski lesson. When I wasn’t in Mam-
moth, my mom and I would FaceTime 
together with Ms. Carlynn and Grady and 
that was fun. Ms. Carlynn and Grady gave 
me the book, Squirrels on Skis. We would 
read it together. It is my favorite book! 
I love Ms. Carlynn because she was my 
friend and she will always be the best ski-
ing teacher in the whole WORLD!”

From the mid-1980s through 2018, Car-
lynn was active as a trainer in volunteer 
organizations and various athletic teams. 
In San Diego, this included high schools, 
minor league hockey, the 1984 Olympic 
Games, and USA Women’s Rugby. Carlynn 
devoted time to Veterans’ Organizations, 
working with the annual Veterans Sum-
mer Games in San Diego and traveled to 
Veterans events in several states.

One trip to Snowmass for the National 
Disabled Veterans Winter Sports Clinic 
included a fun drive down the mountain. 
Just as happens in our Mammoth area, 
the airport in Aspen was closed due to 
a storm. She and five athletes decided 
to rent a vehicle and make the 200-mile 
drive to Denver, in the storm. After a 
couple of hours of driving, she asked if 
everyone was okay with the snow, the 
road conditions, and her driving. They all 
just laughed, as all were visually impaired 
athletes.

She later obtained her Physical Therapy 
Assistant license and worked in a wide 
variety of physical therapy positions. She 
even worked part-time at Bishop Care 

Center, and was able to schedule her time 
so she could volunteer with Disabled 
Sports Eastern Sierra. She taught CPR for 
many years and coached AYSO soccer.

Carlynn tried dozens of sports, her 
favorites being cycling, soccer and ski-
ing. Carlynn rode in the DSES Sierra 
Cycle Challenge multiple times, raising 
thousands for the organization. She rode 
in Mammoth’s Fondo with her DSES 
students. Carlynn played adult soccer for 
more than 25 years; indoor, outdoor, co-
ed and women.

She was politically active, joining ral-
lies in support of universal health care 
in 2009 and making thousands of phone 
calls for Obama’s campaigns in 2008 and 
2012. When diagnosed with abdominal 
lymphoma in late 2017, she attacked the 
treatment with her signature determina-
tion and resolve. Carlynn would go to 
Santa Monica for five days of aggressive 
inpatient chemotherapy, return home, 
rest for five days, ski for three or four, rest, 
then return for the next round.

When another cancer hit her in late 
2018, she began a treatment course that 
ran through August, 2019. After a difficult 
autumn of 2019, she spent a few months 
in a rehab facility in Santa Monica, dur-
ing the height of Covid. The therapy staff 
there also considered her an inspiration 
and remain great friends of the family. 
The three key therapists (physical, oc-
cupational, speech) even created a “Team 
Dutton” approach to her care. Allison 

Willits, the PT of the group, said “Accept-
ing the opportunity to evaluate and begin 
treating Carlynn in late 2019 was one of 
the best things I ever did. Working with 
her has been a career- and life-changing 
experience. She has been an inspiration 
to us all.”

Carlynn was recently hit with long-
delayed side effects of the previous cancer 
treatments. She received great care from 
Mammoth Hospital and her UCLA Medi-
cal Team. She passed away peacefully in 
Santa Monica on November 3 with her 
husband Grady by her side, just eight days 
shy of their 33rd wedding anniversary.

Carlynn has a son, Errol Smith, cur-
rently of Oregon, soon to be San Diego, 
and two grandchildren, Ryann and Aiden. 
Carlynn and Grady have a son, Lucas, in 
Mammoth Lakes. She is also survived by 
her older brother Ron (Diane) in Filer, 
Idaho, and her younger brother, Leonard 
(Jean) of Chico, California.

There will be celebrations of life in the 
coming weeks in Mammoth Lakes and 
San Diego. If you would like to be a part 
of the celebrations or if you would like to 
make a comment, email zonascd@gmail.
com.

Donations in her memory can be made 
to Disabled Sports Eastern Sierra

(disabledsportseasternsierra.org).



18 I                                                            www.thesheetnews.com           THE SHEET  I  Saturday, November 26, 2022 

Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

AROUND HERE, WE CELEBRATE 
WITH WILD TURKEY

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC

m a m m o t h

GEAR
EXCHANGE

106 S. Main St., Bishop (760) 873-4300

Happy Hour/
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill 
Pursuit of Happiness Hour Daily 
3-6 p.m.  and extended Pursuit of 
Happiness hour Mon.& Thur. 3-8 p.m. 
More info: see ad p. 9
Austria Hof Happy Hour 
4-6:30 p.m. Sun-Thurs/4-6 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday. 
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour every 
day from 4-7 p.m. Monday happy hour 
all day. And Taco Tuesdays are back! 
More info: see ad p. 14
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour: 4-6 
p.m. daily. $6 dollar menu items, 
drink specials. More info: see ad p. 11
Petra’s happy hour until 6 p.m. 
Signature cocktails, special menu.  
Roberto’s Happy Hour: 2-5 p.m. daily. 
The Mogul happy hour 5:30-6:30 
p.m. in the bar with food and drink 
specials. 
Lakanuki happy hour 3-6 p.m. daily. 
Mammoth Tavern Happy hour 4-5:30 
p.m. 1/2 off drink and app. specials
Distant Brewing happy hour 3-5 p.m, 
Monday-Thursday

November 24-27/
The very great Joe Gray tickles 
the ivories @ Tamarack Lodge on 
Thanksgiving from 2-8 p.m. and on 
Nov. 25 from 5:30-8:30 p.m. Hint: Have 
him play Sailing by Christopher Cross 

November 25-26/ 
Live Music at Liberty Bar featuring 
classic rock & indie music from The 
Felt Cut Outs and funky tunes from 
Orgone. More info: see ad p. xxx

Tuesday, November 29/
Trivia at MBC! at 6:30 p.m. @ 
Mammoth Brewing Company. 
Prizes.

Thursday, November 24/
8th Annual Footloose Turkey Trot 
starts 9 a.m. @ Volcom Brothers 
Skate Park/Trails End Park. 1.25 
miles gets you a t-shirt. Proceeds 
support the Mammoth Track Club. 
Al-Anon Family Group at 5:30 p.m. 
@ Grace Community Church in 
Mammoth.
MMSA’s Eagle Lodge opens for the 
season. 
 
Friday, November 25/
Holiday Tree Lighting in the 
Village at Mammoth. Starts 5:30 
p.m. with tree lighting at 6:30 p.m. 
Mammoth Ice Rink Opening Day. 
Open 6-10 p.m. Skate for free!

November 25-26/
Death Valley Brill Car Train Rides 
at Laws Museum off Highway 6 just 
outside Bishop. Time: 10:30 am-2:30 
pm. Experience a vintage train ride 
on a 1920s era motorcar rail ride.  
Adults $5/under 10 $1/Infants free. 
Info: https://lawsmuseum.org/.
*Note ride operations are subject to 
inclement weather, staff availability, 
or mechanical issues.  

November 26-27/
Cardinal Village Fresh Cut Noble 
Pine Christmas Trees at great prices 
will go on sale after Thanksgiving. 
Trees will be for sale every Friday to 
Sunday after that until the weekend 
before Christmas. Santa will be with 
at Cardinal Village from 11am-3pm 
on Saturdays and 2:30-5:00pm 

on Sundays. There is also free ice 
skating. You can bring your own 
skates, or borrow from the resort. 
Info: 760.873.4789

Monday, November 28/
Bishop City Council meets. Time: 6 
p.m. Location: Council Chambers at 
301 West Line or attend online via 
the city’s website. 

November 28-29/
Mammoth Lakes Repertory Theater/
Sierra Classic Theater auditions for 
the next two shows; Neil Simon’s 
“Plaza Suite” and David Lindsay-
Abaire’s “Good People.” Time: 7 p.m. 
each night. Location: “The Annex” 
at the Mammoth mall, 126 Old 
Mammoth Rd. 

Tuesday, November 29/
Inyo County Board of Supervisors 
meets. Time: 10 a.m. Location: 
Board chambers at 224 N. Edwards 
St. in Independence or online via 
inyocounty.us. 
Owens Valley Radio Observatory 
lecture series finale @ Bishop Union 
High School auditorium. Time: 6-7 
p.m. Tonight: “Where is Everybody” 
presented by Greg Hellbourg of 
Caltech. For more information, 
please contact 760-358-6410.

Friday, December 2/
“Whobilation” at Bishop Twin 
Theater. Screening of “The Grinch,” 
costume raffle and more. Doors 6 
p.m. Movie 7 p.m. All tix just $2!

December 2-4/
Altrusa Art Sale. Time: 10-5 daily. 
Location: C5 Studios, 210 S. Warren 
St. in Bishop. Featured artist: Nora 
Akino

Saturday, December 3/
Eastern Sierra Avalanche Center 
2023 Season Kickoff Annual 
Fundraiser ft. Jeremy Jones at 
Bishop’s Tri-County Fairgrounds. 
Doors: 5:30 p.m. Show: 7 p.m. 
Raffle, silent auction, food trucks. 
Tix: $25. Visit esavalanche.org. 
*Transportation provided from 
Mammoth.
City of Bishop Christmas Parade. 
Starts: 4:30 p.m. in front of 
High Country Lumber on Main. 
Culminates in city tree lighting at the 
City Park at 5:30 p.m. 

The Angel Giving Tree ensures 
that low-income children receive 
gifts for Christmas. Select a child’s 
name at Vons from the Tree, then 
bring your gifts to the Mammoth 
Fun Shop by Wednesday December 
14 at 5 P.M.  The Fun Shop is closed 
on Wednesdays but otherwise open 
10-6 daily. Mammoth Fun Shop is 
offering a 30% discount for any gifts 
purchased for children on the tree 
and left there for distribution. Info/
help: Call Carolyn @  760.914.0245
December 5 at 5 p.m. is the 
deadline for local non-profit 
organizations interested in 
applying for Inyo County 
Community Project Sponsorship 
Program grants. A total of $40,000 
is available for events and projects 
hosted by Inyo County non-profits 
during 2023. More info: dellis@
inyocounty.us

Friday thru
Sunday 

ONGOING 

TOWN STUFF

Sierra Electric TBDSIERRA    
ELECTRIC 

760-920-3547
Sean Flavin, Owner

Lic # 923994
Service Calls

TOWN STUFF
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KLUSMIRE
FRISKY OVER RAIN; WAILING OVER WELLS

The cost of a new water 

well in the Central Valley 

has jumped to about 

$55,000.

”

“

-Klusmire

By Casselman

By Klusmire

WAVELENGTH

“But where I come from, rain is a good 
thing

Rain makes corn, corn makes whiskey
Whiskey makes my baby feel a little 

frisky.”
  -Luke Bryan

“When the well runs dry
There's nothing left to say
Just throw up your hands and wail all 

day
Something has to die
When the well runs dry.”

  -Drive-By Truckers 

Leave it to a country western singer 
and a Southern rock band to put 
the benefits of rain and snow and 

the pain of a disastrous drought into 
real-world terms. 

In California’s 
drought-stricken 
Central Valley, 
thousands of peo-
ple are “wailing all 
day” because their 
water wells have 
dried up. Plenty of 
things are dying. 

Here in the 
fantasy land that is 
the Eastern Sierra, 
Mammoth folks 
can attest to how 
a sudden five-foot 
snow dump made 
the whole town 
feel a little frisky 
virtually overnight. 
In the Inyo County 
lowlands, the late-
season monsoon 
rains boosted the 
estimated runoff from disastrous to hor-
rible, which generated more than a few 
smiles.  

The big dump allowed Mammoth 
Mountain to open a bit earlier than 
planned and boasts slopes covered in 
real snow. 

The Owens Valley saw its water year 
runoff estimate jump from an initial esti-
mate of 47% of average, one of the lowest 
totals on record, to 55% of normal, which 
is still in the “lowest ever” category. But 
that was enough to goose up the irriga-
tion season by putting more water in 
creeks feeding irrigation ditches, accord-
ing to the latest update from the Los An-
geles Department of Water and Power. 

In more happy news, Los Angeles 
Mayor Eric Garcetti and LADWP hon-
chos were definitely feeling frisky when 
they announced how much LA residents 
have reduced their water use over the 
summer. The 4 million thirsty Angelenos 
and their lawns have cut water use by 9% 
for the year, with drops in total water use 
being recorded in June, July, August and 
September. Total monthly water use over 
the summer was the lowest on record. 

The Los Angeles Times breathlessly re-
ported those water savings amounted to 
“a staggering 6 billion gallons” of water. 

Whoopie. Right? 

Sort of. That figure sounds impres-
sive. And it’s not a drop in the bucket, 
so to speak, but it’s also not that much. 
The most common water measurement 
is an “acre foot,” which is enough water 
to cover one acre one foot deep. That 
amounts to 326,000 gallons of water. 

So, that “staggering” savings of 6 bil-
lion gallons is about 18,400 acre feet of 
water. 

To put that number in context, remem-
ber that historically low 55% runoff total 
for the Owens Valley? That amounts to 
about 200,000 acre feet. Or consider that 
LADWP will export about 58,655 acre 
feet of water this year from the Eastern 
Sierra via the LA Aqueduct. Or that it 
could end up pumping a minimum of 

68,500 acre feet of 
water from Owens 
Valley wellfields 
this water year. 

Back to LA. A 
rough estimate 
means that 18,400 
acre feet of water 
savings will pro-
vide a year’s worth 
of water for about 
100,000 residents. 

That’s nice, but 
not enough. LA is 
facing long-term 
cuts of water sup-
plied by the State 
Water Project and 
the Colorado River 
Aqueduct.

Which brings us 
to the moderately 
better but still bad 
news. 

The state 
Drought Monitor for Nov. 9 came out 
and things look a bit soggier than in 
2021. Last year, about 80% of the state 
was in “severe drought” or worse, includ-
ing the Eastern Sierra. This year, the mid-
dle of the state, from the Central Valley 
to the northern border, is in “exceptional 
drought.”  The Eastern Sierra is merely in 
“moderate drought.” 

That’s it for even the moderately good 
news. 

The Colorado River is still a mess and 
Lake Powell is still historically low. The 
Bureau of Reclamation, which runs the 
Colorado River plumbing system, has 
issued stern and historic orders to cut 
water use. California shrugged. It “volun-
teered” to give up 400,000 acre feet (pon-
der the math on how many people that 
serves), which just pissed off the “Upper 
Basin” states of Colorado, Wyoming, 
Utah and New Mexico. 

That interstate water war is just getting 
started. Add in a case at the US Supreme 
Court seeking a Colorado River water 
allotment for the Navajo Nation and the 
prospects of California and LA ever get-
ting a “full” allotment from the Colorado 
River are dimming. 

That was noted by Hizzoner Garcetti, 
who said the city has to do more to save 
water, increase water recycling (toilet to 

tap) and generally prepare for getting 
less Colorado River water. 

Now on to the bad news. 
The state reported that the drought 

had dried up 1,351 water wells, mostly 
in the Central Valley. That means about 
2,400 homes don’t have drinking water, 
much less water for lawns or trees. A 
nonprofit, Self-Help Enterprises, is pro-
viding bottled water and bulk water to 
most of those folks. 

The state also reports of the 3,700 wa-
ter wells in its voluntary tracking system, 
about half have reported either water at 
below normal levels or at all-time lows. 

Here’s one horror story reported by the 
Washington Post. Six hundred people 
in East Orosi, a predominantly Hispanic 
farming community in Tulare County, 
saw their water dry up on the same day 
in July when a public well broke down. 
The community, along with half a dozen 
others, are relying on bottled water deliv-
ered by Self-Help Enterprises. 

The painful irony is that many of the 
Central Valley’s agricultural workers with 
dry wells work on huge agri-business 
operations whose wells are deeper and 
have kept pumping 24-7 so the world can 
have cheap almonds and vegetables. 

The Self-Help folks said they have 
qualified more than 500 residents for a 
new well. That’s the easy part. The cost 
of a new water well in the Central Valley 
has jumped to about $55,000. And one 
driller told the Washington Post he had a 
six-month waiting list for his rigs. 

How’s the future looking? Bone dry. 
Self-Help estimates there will be 8,000 
dry wells in the Central Valley in the next 
few years. 

That should help put the Eastern Si-
erra’s water wailing in perspective. 

Jon Klusmire, of Bishop, can confirm 
that country western music consists of 
“three chords and the truth.”

As readers of this column know, I 
have become very cautious about 
predicting what voters will do, 

and in spite of the expectation of most 
Republicans
and, yes, Democrats, too (as well as 
most pundits, myself included) that the 
2022 national mid-term elections would 
be a rout, the voters' decisions
were more mixed and localized than 
anticipated.

A so-called "red wave" did not fully 
materialize, although about 4 million 
more votes were cast for Republican 
congressional candidates than Demo-
crats across the nation. This fact para-
doxically matched most pre-election 
generic congressional polls that were 
interpreted to predict a red wave.

The explanation of how this happened 
can be seen by examining the results by 
states. The 2022 GOP generic advantage 
was assumed by most to follow the 2020 
national election model in which very 
large states such as California and New 
York gave candidate Joe Biden huge 
margins, thus giving him millions of 
popular vote margin, a single digitgen-
eric advantage. 

But in the 2022 mid-terms, total votes 
for congressional candidates in those 
and other blue states were much closer 
than in 2020, with the consequence that 
more of the Democrats generic vote was 
distributed to other states, and particu-
larly to close races.

Nevertheless, Republicans gained 
seats in 2022 and will, when all races  are 
settled, have enough to control the U.S. 

House of Representatives, which was 
one of their two primary goals.

One senate contest is still too close 
to call. Georgia will go to a December 6 
run-off. The end result for the Republi-
cans will be the status quo: control by 
the Democrats.

Some states had electoral wipeouts. 
Minnesota went almost completely 
blue (except for 4 of their 8 congressio-
nal seats), and neighboring Iowa went 
completely red, including all of its U.S. 
house seats. 

Republicans gained four seats each in 
Florida and New York. Democrats held 
on to most of their vulnerable house and 
senate seats elsewhere.

Democrats picked up governorships 
in Maryland and Massachusetts, but 
both of these states are very blue. Their 
outgoing term-limited GOP incumbents 
were an anomaly. 

Republicans picked up a governor in 
previously blue Nevada, and Democrats 
gained a governor in Arizona. 

The majority of state legislators are 
still Republican.

In short, no GOP rout, but a small red 
wave with  a blue breakwater. There was 
something for both Republicans and 
Democrats to cheer about; each also 
had their disappointments.

Now the 2024 presidential election 
cycle begins.

Barry Casselman is a syndicated col-
umnist who has been covering national 
politics since 1972. You can find more of 
his work at barrycasselman.com

NATIONAL
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Sierra Employment Services, Inc.
is hiring for the following positions:

 
Snow Shovelers – Mammoth
 Personal Attendant – Bishop

 General Laborers – Bishop and Mam-
moth

 Electrical Apprentice - Mammoth
 Financial Controller – Bishop

 Concrete Form Setter and Finisher – 
Mammoth

 Chief Financial Officer – Bishop
 Condo/Apartment Maintenance – 

Mammoth
 Cashier – Mammoth

 Salesperson – Mammoth

Call us for details!
 760-924-0523   760-873-8599

www.SierraEmployment.com

Mammoth Hospital is NOW HIRING!
We have an immediate need for the fol-

lowing positions:
· Preschool Teacher
· ED Ward Clerk
· Physical Therapy Supervisor (Bishop)
To view more open positions and apply, 

please visit our website at https://mam-
moth-hospital.breezy.hr/ 

 Shilo Inn is accepting applications for FT 
housekeepers, FT maintenance worker and 
Front desk/night auditor. Immediate Front 
Desk opportunity starting at $18/hour. 
Please call Human Resources (Sarina Quin-
tero) at 925.813.2331 or email your resume 
to squintero@marquishotelsgroup.com. 

Help Wanted Help Wanted

For Rent

Reservations Desk Clerk immediate 
opening at the Double Eagle Resort and 
Spa in June Lake CA (20 min from mam-
moth).  Must have excellent customer 
service and computer skills.  Full or part 
time, health benefits, fitness membership 
and PTO.  Great place to work! Email jobs@
doubleeagle.com

Creekside Spa and Fitness Desk at the 
Double Eagle Resort and Spa, immediate 
opening for enthusiast team member.  Help 
in creating a wonderful experience for our 
spa and fitness center guests.  Customer 
service, computer, cleaning, food service.  
Full or part time, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work!  
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com

Restaurant Server for Eagles Landing 
Restaurant at the popular Double Eagle 
Resort and Spa in June Lake CA.  Experience 
in restaurant service, computers and work-
ing as team member are essential.  Full and 
part time available, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work. 
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com    

Maintenance Supervisor  needed to 
manage a small maintenance team at the 
Double Eagle Resort & Spa in June Lake. You 
will be responsible for ensuring the smooth 
running of upkeep and repair. Must be reli-
able, have technical skills and knowledge of 
various crafts such as carpentry, plumbing 
etc. Leadership and knowledge of admin-
istrative tasks such as scheduling are also 
essential. The goal is to ensure that facilities 
are in  good condition at all times.Compen-
sation based on experience and references. 
We offer health benefits, fitness membership 
and PTO. A great place to work!  Email jobs@
doubleeagle.com or call Ashley at

(801) 330-0425
Cooks and Dishwasher jobs available at 

the famous Eagles Landing Restaurant in 
June Lake.  We offer health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO. A great place to work! 
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com or call Ashley 
at (801) 330-0425. 

    Alpenhof Lodge is accepting resumes/
applications for Night Audit and Front Desk 
positions.  We are looking for year round, 
full and part time team members that are 
able to work weekends and holidays.  

Housing Option May Be Available For 
The Right Individual. Apply in person at 
6080 Minaret Rd, Mammoth

Work with Vacasa - a growing, dynamic, 
newly public vacation rental company 
with properties all over North America

We are currently looking for Housekeep-
ers in the Mammoth Lakes, CA area.

$23/hr w/ mileage reimbursement. Must 
have reliable transpo. No exp needed.

If you or anyone you know might be 
interested, please visit our website at www.
vacasa.com/careers

    

Mammoth Gear Exchange in Bishop and 
Alpine Approach in Mammoth seek team 
members. ay dependent on experience. 
Mammoth Mountaineering Supply and Al-
pine Approach Ski pass included. Sales help 
wanted. Jobs@Mammothgear.com Inquiries/
resumes to: dave@mammothgear.com
    HOA General Manager Large HOA & 
Rental Company seeking Full Time Gen-
eral Manager to oversee all operations 
with a seasoned staff in place. Looking for 
someone with HOA experience. The ideal 
candidate should be adverse in team build-
ing, hotel operations, HR, budgeting, etc. 
Please send resumes to POB 5038 or info@
butnerhoaservices.com 

      A busy rental office needing assis-
tancefor a part time or full time front desk 
position. Duties include answering phone 
calls, processing reservations, checking units 
and dealing with customers/owners. Com-
petitive pay. Please email resume at info@
mammothres.  

    Steve’s Auto & Truck Parts in Mammoth 
has an immediate opening for FULL TIME 
Counter Sales Person. Competitive pay, 
401k, Health Insurance, Vacation Pay Stop 
by the store at 3280 Main St. Mammoth 
Lakes for an application. 

Norco Service Center has opening for a 
bookkeeper 20 to 30 hours per week.
Wage per experience.
760 934-9693Email; norco2@npgcable.com
     Loader Operator needed to run 
Snow Removal Business. (760) 934-9693

Mammoth Verizon is accepting applica-
tions for a full time Sales Associate posi-
tion.Wage + Commission + Bonus + paid 
vacation. Typical earnings of $18-$25 per 
hour.No experience is necessary, bilingual 
English/ Spanish is a plus. Please apply in 
person at 126 Old Mammoth Rd, Suite 109, 
Mammoth Lakes. 

Sweetwater Plumbing Inc. Hiring a 
Journeyman Plumber. Full time position. 
Benefits. Job is located in Mammoth Lakes. 
Call 760-914-1266 or email info@sweetwa-
terplumbing for details.

Elixir Superfood & Juice is hiring Restau-
rant Team Members!  We’re looking for fun-
loving, enthusiastic and reliable individuals 
with an interest in healthy living to join our 
growing team. Apply online at enjoyelixir.
com/careers or drop off a resume in person

Obsidian Private Residence: Mainte-
nance Full Time Position or Part time: 

Seeking a responsible, outgoing main-
tenance employee! Work independently 
or part of a team to maintain property and 
homes. Must have experience in all as-
pects of building maintenance and repairs 
•Possess extremely strong organizational 
skills with the ability to focus. Starting pay 
depends on experience or qualifications

Contact : 760 934 5490 or email joe@ob-
sidianprc.com to request an interview

Help Wanted
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Hiring motivated candidates, experi-
ence preferred but not essential, job train-
ing will be provided. Must have a valid driv-
ers license. Great pay and perks. Full time 
or part time available, year-round, Mon-Fri 
schedule. To apply, please contact Tarek at 
760-914-9184

Housekeepers & Quality Control Staff 
Needed Immediate positions available for 
busy rental management company, both 
Part-time and Full-time. Previous cleaning 
experience preferred but not required, train-
ing provided. Looking for reliable, responsi-
ble, hard-working candidates with a positive 
work ethic, clean drivers license and vehicle 
required. Competitive pay and benefits 
available. Email resume to luis@mammoth-
sierraonline.com, call 760-914-0768 or stop 
by 1914 Meridian Blvd.

Help Wanted

    Front Desk Help!  Flexible Hours.  Great 
Pay.  Right at Canyon Lodge so perfect for 
those that have a day job on the mountain.  
Looking for someone for weekends and 
evenings.  Front desk experience a plus but 
not needed.  Looking for someone who loves 
people, front desk, phones, guest experi-
ence, etc.  at 1849 Mountain Rentals across 
from Canyon Lodge.  Submit resume to 
manager@1849condos.com or PO BOX 835, 
Mammoth Lakes, Ca 93546 
    Housekeepers and  Bed Makers for 
busy condo complex at Canyon Lodge.  
1849 Mountain Rentals seeking seasonal 
housekeepers 2-5 days a week.  Experience 
preferred.  Seeking hard working, team 
players to join our staff!  Great pay, family 
atmosphere!  Please stop by 826 Lakeview 
Blvd, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 and ask for 
Dolores.  760-934-7525.  Se Habla Espanol. 

Good Earth Yogurt Is Hiring!
Manager
Good Earth Yogurt is looking to hire an out-
going and versatile team leader with experi-
ence in quick service restaurant operations, 
the ability to work effectively in a fast-paced, 
customer-centered environment and the 
ability to work evenings and weekends on a 
regular basis. This position will be respon-
sible for the daily operations and manage-
ment of the store.
Supervisor
Good Earth Yogurt is looking for a supervi-
sor to join our team. Our ideal candidate 
is a self-starter, punctual, and reliable with 
experience in quick-service restaurant op-
erations. Must be available to work evenings 
and weekends on a regular basis. Restaurant 
experience and over 21 preferred.
Please send resumes to hello@goo-
dearthyogurt.com

Starting Wage
 $20/hr!*

at

Job Openings
Cashiers
Cooks
Prep Cooks
Dishwashers
Bussers
Utility
and many more!

Earn up to $500
Referral Bonus

*Non-tipped positions starting at $20/hr

jbrito@mammothresorts.com

Team Member
perks

Free Ski Pass
1 free meal / shift
Discounts
Career Growth

Crowley Lake 2 bed 2.5 bath home. 
McGee Creek area, beautiful and secluded. 
$2,950 per month + security deposit. Visit 
www.RentBishop.com to see listing and 
photos or call 760-872-3188 for showing and 
application information.

 Beautiful 3 Bed, 3 Bath, home with 2 
car garage for Seasonal Rental.  Beauti-
ful views of the mountains from the back 
deck.  Located within walking distant to the 
village and Mammoth Knolls trail. Recently 
remodeled, fully furnished.  Available from 
12/15/22.  Call 760-934-1857

Searching for a business tenant - Duplex 
for rent close to village.  Great for workforce 
housing! One unit is a self contained 1 bed 
apartment with kitchen, full bath and pri-
vate deck.  Second unit is a 3 bed, 2 full bath 
with kitchen and private deck.  Can rent 
furnished or unfurnished.  Available from 
12/1/22. Call 800-464-5496

For more information and to apply:

townofmammothlakes.ca.gov
(776600)  965-33660044

JOB OPENINGS

Temporary Seasonal 
Positions

*Newly increased wages

Temporary Snow Removal 
Operator   /   Class A or B 

License Required
$27.52 - $31.86

Various Parks & Rec & Public 
Works Winter Positions

$15.50-$28.96/hr.



Notice of Request for Bids

                              PUBLIC NOTICES 

TS #2022-0197

ORDINANCE NO. ORD 22-11
AN ORDINANCE OF THE MONO COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AMENDING THE MONO 
COUNTY CODE TO ESTABLISH THE OFFICE OF THE 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR-PUBLIC GUARDIAN FOR 
MONO COUNTY; REPEAL CHAPTER 7.91 RELATED TO
CONSERVATORSHIPS; AND SEPARATE THE OFFICE OF 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR FROM THE OFFICE OF THE 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

WHEREAS, in Mono County the function of Public 
Administrator has long been performed by the District 
Attorney’s office, pursuant to Mono County Code section 
2.61.010 which consolidates the offices of District Attor-
ney and Public Administrator; and

WHEREAS, the duties of a Public Administrator overlap 
significantly with the functions of Public Guardian and/or 
Public Conservator in that each has a role in the manage-
ment of private estates where no other person has been 
designated to do so and no other provisions have
been made; and

WHEREAS, the duties of Public Conservator for Mono 
County have historically been shared between the De-
partments of Social Services, which acts as conservator 
in cases arising under the Probate Code, and Behavioral 
Health which acts as conservator of the person in cases
arising under the Lanterman-Petris-Short Act (LPS Act). 
Mono County has no office of the Public Guardian; and
WHEREAS, SB 1489 (2022) amended the California Gov-
ernment Code to add Mono County to the list of counties 
that may appoint a Public Administrator and consolidate 
that position with the Office of the Public Guardian:

WHEREAS, pursuant to SB 1489, it is the desire of the 
Board of Supervisors to revise the Mono County Code to 
unconsolidate the offices of District Attorney and Public
Administrator, establish the office of Public Guardian to 
be consolidated with the office of Public Administrator 
and to repeal provisions formerly governing the role of 
Public Conservator; and

WHEREAS, the Board’s purpose in taking these actions is 
to efficiently and competently serve the interests of Mono 
County’s neediest residents by providing them with a
single resource and department for various related 
services;

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF 
THE COUNTY OF MONO ORDAINS that:
SECTION ONE: Chapter 2.90 “Public Administrator-
Public Guardian” is hereby added
to the Mono County Code as set forth in Exhibit A to this 
Ordinance, attached hereto and
incorporated by this reference.

SECTION TWO: Chapter 7.91 of the Mono County Code 
“Lanterman-Petris-Short Act
and Probate Code Conservatorships” is hereby repealed 
in its entirety.

SECTION THREE: Section 2.16.010 of the Mono County 
Code is hereby amended to replace subsection 2, which 
currently reads “District attorney and public administra-
tor” with the following: “Public Administrator and public 
guardian”.

SECTION FOUR: This ordinance shall become effective 
February 15, 2023, which is more than 30 days from the 
date of its adoption and final passage, which appears 
immediately below. The Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
shall post this ordinance and also publish it in the
manner prescribed by Government Code Section 25124 
no later than 15 days after the date of its adoption and 
final passage. If the Clerk fails to publish this ordinance 
within said 15-day period, then the ordinance shall not 
take effect until 30 days after the date of publication.

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 8th day of 
November 2022, by the following vote, to wit:
AYES: Supervisor Corless, Duggan, Gardner, Kreitz, and 
Peters.
NOES: None.
ABSENT: None.
ABSTAIN: None.

Bob Gardner, Chair
Mono County Board of Supervisors

ATTEST: Danielle Patrick
Clerk of the Board

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
Stacey Simon
County Counsel

TS #2022-0196

Notice of Ordinance

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE MAMMOTH 
LAKES TOWN COUNCIL will hold a PUBLIC HEARING 
on Wednesday, December 7, 2022, beginning at 4:00 p.m. 
and continuing until finished, at the Mammoth Lakes 
Town Council Chambers, Suite Z within the Minaret Village 
Shopping Center, 437 Old Mammoth Road to consider the 
following application:

Application Request:  Update of Chapters 15.04, 15.12, 
15.16, 15.24, 15.40 of the Municipal Code to adopt the 2022 
California Building Codes.  

The ordinance will more specifically adopt by reference 
the 2022 Edition of the California Building Standards 
Code; incorporating the 2022 California Building Code 
(Incorporating and Amending the 2021 International 
Building Code); the 2022 California Administrative Code, 
the 2022 California Electrical Code (Incorporating and 
Amending the 2020 National Electric Code); the 2022 
California Mechanical Code (Incorporating and Amending 
the 2021 Uniform Mechanical Code); the 2022 California 
Plumbing Code (Incorporating and Amending the 2021 
Uniform Plumbing Code); the 2022 California Residential 
Code (Incorporating and Amending the 2021 International 
Residential Code);  the 2022 California Green Building 
Standards Code, the 2022 California Historical Building 
Code, the 2022 California Existing Building Code, the 2022 
California Energy Code, the 2022 California Reference 
Standards Code, and the 2016 American Concrete Institute 
306R Guide to Cold Weather Concreting together with local 
amendments to the codes. 

CEQA Determination: Pursuant to California Environmen-
tal Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 1506l(b)(3), this 
ordinance is exempt from the requirements of the Cali-
fornia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in that it is not 
a Project which has the potential for causing a significant 
effect on the environment.

Zoning/Location: Town-wide

All persons having an interest in the proposed application 
request may appear before the Town Council either in 
person or represented by counsel and present testimony or 
may, prior to said hearing, file with the Town Clerk written 
correspondence pertaining thereto. 
  Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009(b), if this 
matter is subsequently challenged in court, the challenge 
may be limited to only those issues raised at the public 
hearing described in this notice or in written correspon-
dence delivered to the Town of Mammoth Lakes at, or prior 
to, the public hearing.  For additional information, please 
contact Tom Perry, Building Official, by telephone at (760) 
965-3635 or email at tperry@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 
The proposed ordinance will be available for review at the 
Town Offices, located at 437 Old Mammoth Road, Suite 
230, and on the Town of Mammoth Lakes web site at www.
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.

BY ORDER OF THE MAMMOTH LAKES TOWN COUNCIL
Dated:  December 18, 2022  
Jamie Gray, Town Clerk
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I hope to see you ... at Lakanuki on Thanks-
giving night. Because after all that exposure to 
family, I’ll just want to get stuffed.

In search of ... a man who appreciates both 
white meat and dark meat for a Thanksgiving 
Day threesome. Note: Those interested must be 
proficient at making the gravy.

I heard you ... plan to propose over the 
holiday. The term “Black Friday” has never been 
more apropos.

I heard you ... just love mashed potatoes. 
Maybe I should introduce you to my ex-girl-
friend. 

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES
Notice is hereby given that on November 16, 2022 the 
Town Council adopted an Ordinance entitled:

ORDINANCE NO. 22-10

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 
TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, STATE OF CALIFOR-
NIA, AMENDING MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTERS 2.13 
(TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY TAX) AND 5.40 (TRANSIENT 
RENTALS OF RESIDENTIAL UNITS).

by the following vote:

AYES: Councilmembers Rea, Sauser, Stapp, Mayor Pro 
Tem Wentworth, and Mayor Salcido
NOES: None  
ABSENT:None   
ABSTAIN: None
DISQUALIFICATION:  None  

A certified copy of the complete text of the Ordinance 
is posted and may be read at the Town Offices, Minaret 
Mall, Old Mammoth Road, Mammoth Lakes, and /or a 
copy may be obtained from the office of the Town Clerk 
at a nominal charge.
Dated:  November 17, 2022

JAMIE GRAY, Town Clerk
Town of Mammoth Lakes                          
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GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL 
DISTRICT REQUEST FOR BIDS
Bid Number 2022-V1
Two (2) New 2022 or 2023 High-Clearance 4-Door 
4-Wheel-Drive Sport Utility Vehicles

The Clerk of the Board is requesting bids for: two (2) new 
2022 or 2023 model high-clearance 4-door 4-wheel drive 
sport utility vehicles with high and low-range 4-wheel 
drive capability.  The vehicles should be bid individu-
ally.  Bidders may bid on one or both vehicles.

Sealed bids will be accepted until 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
December 8, 2022, at which time all bids received will be 
opened.

For detailed specifications, bid information and special 
requirements, contact the Clerk of the Board by tele-
phone at (760) 872-8211, in person, or by mail at 157 
Short Street, Bishop, California 93514, or at the District’s 
website, www.gbuapcd.org, under What’s New. Questions 
regarding this request for bids should be directed to Alex 
Clayton at the above address and phone number.

TS #2022-0190

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES 
COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 2013-3
(TRANSIT SERVICES)
ANNEXATION NO. 6
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Town Council of the Town 
of Mammoth Lakes will conduct a public hearing on 
Wednesday, December 7, 2022, at 4:00 p.m. or as soon 
thereafter as the matter may be heard, in the Town Coun-
cil Chambers located in the Council Chambers, Suite 
Z, Minaret Village Shopping Center, 437 Old Mammoth 
Road, Town of Mammoth Lakes, California, to consider 
the following:

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES 
COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 2013-3
(TRANSIT SERVICES)
ANNEXATION NO. 6
On November 2, 2022, the Town Council, as the legisla-
tive body for the District, adopted a resolution entitled “A 
Resolution of the Town Council of the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes, California, Declaring its Intention to Annex Terri-
tory into a Community Facilities District and to Authorize 
the Levy of Special Taxes” (the “Resolution of Intention”). 

Pursuant to the Resolution of Intention, the Town 
Council determined that the public convenience and ne-
cessity require that certain territory, as more particularly 
described in the Resolution of Intention, be annexed to 
the existing District, all as provided in the Mello-Roos 
Community Facilities Act of 1982 (Sections 53311 and 
following, California Government Code) (the “Act”). 
Reference is hereby made to the Resolution of Intention, 
on file with the Town Clerk of the Town for further par-
ticulars. The following is a summary of the provisions of 
the Resolution of Intention.

In the Resolution of Intention, the Town Council declared 
its intention to annex territory into Community Facilities 
District No. 2013-3 (Transit Services) (the “District”). The 
area proposed to be annexed to the District is as shown 
on Annexation Map No. 6, on file with the Town Clerk, 
and identified in Exhibit A of the Resolution of Intention. 
The District shall fund services and maintenance related 
to the Town-wide transit system. It is presently intended 
that the services will be provided, without preference 
or priority, to the existing territory in the District and 
the territory proposed to be annexed to the District. The 
Resolution of Intention provides that the special taxes 
heretofore caused to be levied in the District shall be 
levied in the territory proposed to be annexed, subject to 
public hearing and owner consent proceedings as speci-
fied in the Act.

At the public hearing the testimony of all interested per-
sons for and against the annexation of said territory to the 
District or the levying of special taxes within the territory 
proposed to be annexed will be heard. Any person inter-
ested may file a protest in writing with the Town Clerk.

 Jamie Gray
Town Clerk 
Town of Mammoth Lakes                               
                                                                                       TS #2022-0193

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

Trucks Gotta Cross

Matthew Wetmore
P.O. Box 3271
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a Individual.
The registrant has not yet begun to trans-
act business under the fictitious business 
name listed herein  
This statement was filed w ith the County 
Clerk of Mono County on Oct. 11, 2022     
File Number 22-136
2022-0184 (11/5, 11/12, 11/19, 11/26)

PERSONALS

Notice of Public Hearing Notice of Public Hearing

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES
Notice is hereby given that on November 16, 2022 the 
Town Council introduced an Ordinance entitled:

An ordinance of the Town Council of the Town of Mam-
moth Lakes, State of California, amending chapters 15.04, 
15.12, 15.16, 15.24, and 15.40 of the Mammoth Lakes 
Municipal Code adopting by reference the 2022 edition 
of the California Building Standards Code, incorporating 
the 2022 California Building Code (incorporating and 
amending the 2021 International Building Code), the 
2022 California Administrative Code, the 2022 California 
Electrical Code (incorporating and amending the 2020 
National Electric Code); the 2022 California Mechanical 
Code (incorporating and amending the 2021 Uniform 
Mechanical Code), the 2022 California Residential Code 
(incorporating and amending the 2021 International 
Residential Code), the 2022 California Green Building 
Standards Code, the 2022 California Historical Building 
Code, the 2022 California Existing Building Code, the 
2022 California Energy Code, the 2022 California Refer-
ence Standards Code; the 2021 International Property 
Maintenance Code; and the 2016 edition of the American 
Concrete Institute 306R Guide to Cold Weather Concret-
ing, together with local amendments thereto. 

A copy of the complete text of the Ordinance is posted 
and may be read at the Town Offices, Minaret Mall, Old 
Mammoth Road, Mammoth Lakes, and/or a copy may be 
obtained from the office of the Town Clerk at a nominal 
charge.

Dated:  November 17, 2022 
JAMIE GRAY, Town Clerk
Town of Mammoth Lakes                       
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Notice of Ordinance

Notice of Ordinance

Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental 
Impact Report / Environmental Impact Statement 

and Notice of Scoping Meeting 

The Town of Mammoth Lakes and Inyo National Forest seek environmental scoping comments 
for the Mammoth Mountain Main Base Redevelopment Project (project).  
 
The project includes replacement and expansion of aging buildings and infrastructure with high-
quality hospitality, resort residential, and commercial uses; skier services and support areas; 
road reconstruction and construction of a new road; trail construction; and extension of 
utilities and infrastructure to support the redevelopment. Hospitality and related commercial 
uses are primarily located on private land under the jurisdiction of the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes (Town). Most of the skier service facilities, such as new lifts and lift replacements and 
realignments, are in the Inyo National Forest on federal land administered by the US Forest 
Service (Forest Service). The project requires analysis pursuant to the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The Town and the 
Forest Service have determined that the project may result in potentially significant 
environmental effects and will prepare a joint environmental impact report (EIR)/environmental 
impact statement (EIS) for the project. The Town and Forest Service will serve as the lead 
agencies for CEQA and NEPA compliance, respectively. 
 
Written comments are invited from agencies and interested parties regarding the scope of 
environmental analysis, issues, opportunities, concerns, and suggestions, including mitigation 
measures and potential alternatives that should be considered. More project information is 
available here: www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov/1155/Mammoth-Main-Base-Redevelopment 
 
PLEASE SUBMIT PUBLIC SCOPING COMMENTS: Through the Inyo National Forest 
project website at https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=62406 by clicking on “Comment/
Objection on Project” on the right side of the page. Comments must be received by December 
27, 2022. All comments will be shared with the Town.  
 
 

PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING/OPEN HOUSE: November 30, 2022, 6 pm to 8:30 pm, at 
the Mammoth Lakes Town Council Chambers, Suite Z within the Minaret Village Shopping 
Center, 437 Old Mammoth Road, Mammoth Lakes, CA. A Spanish speaker will be available for 
interpretation assistance at the meeting. 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Before including your name, address, and telephone number, email or other 
personal identifying information in your comment, be advised that your entire comment - 
including your personal identifying information - may be made publicly available at any time.  
 
For more information, visit the project website or contact the Forest Service project lead, 
Tyler at tyler.lee@usda.gov or the Town project contact, Jen Murillo at 
jmurillo@townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 



SPORTS
TEAM 
RECAPS

Belle Dolan Carleton will be competing at the Cross Country State Championships this upcoming weekend in Fresno. Born in Bishop and raised in Mam-
moth, Carleton now resides in Carlsbad and runs for Sage Creek High School. Sage Creek competes in Division III. Carleton is a team captain. Her top finish 
of the year was 19:43 in a three mile race.

Bishop Broncos Football

The Bishop Broncos fell 9-7 to Pioneer 
Valley at home on November 10  in the 
2nd round of the CIF Central Section 
Division 5 Championships. 

The loss ends the 2022 season for the 
Broncos, who finished with a 9-1 record. 

The Pioneers opened a 6-0 halftime 
lead and stretched that lead to 9-0 after 
a 3rd quarter field goal. The Broncos an-
swered with an Albert Cano touchdown, 
but turned the ball over in the final min-
ute, ending the comeback attempt. 

The Bronco defense was tough 
throughout the night with senior line-
backers leading the way. 

Cain Omohundro made a team high 
10 solo tackles including a tackle for a 
loss. 

Albert Cano made 8 solo tackles and a 
tackle for loss. 

Safety Carson Schmidt made 5 solo 
tackles and broke up a pass. 

Cheveyo Marquez made 5 solo 
tackles. Milton Michel, Isaac Reno and 
Reese Dondero each had 4 solo tackles. 

Austin Powell: 3 solo tackles including 
2 tackles for loss. 

Kaelan Smith had 3 solo tackles, 

March, 2020. You shell out for 
an IKON Pass. A thousand 
dollars to ski 50+ mountains 

across the globe. 
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The Mammoth 
Dental Office of  
Craig Schrager, 
D.D.S. welcomes  
to our practice…

Gina 
Wood 

Gina Wood is a Registered Dental Hygienist. Born and raised in 
Bakersfield, CA., she worked as a Registered Dental Assistant for 6 years 
and put herself through school to become an R.D.H. Her college years 
were spent at Bakersfield College and CSUB. She then complete Dental 
Hygiene school in Visalia. She has worked as a Registered Dental 
Hygienist now for 20 years and is still completely in love with her career.

In addition to being a dental professional, Gina owns Floss Finder 
staffing company, which places quality dental hygiene professionals in 
Dental offices all over California. As an avid fitness enthusiast, she loves 
working out, snowboarding, and hiking with her three kids. 

Gina joins Registered Dental Hygienists Lindsay 
Tollefson, Carol Eller, Carly Trainor and Laura Rossy.

see SPORTS, page 23



THE SHEET  I  Saturday, November 26, 2022            www.thesheetnews.com                                             SPORTS   I  23

SAGEBRUSH TALES

Mammoth Storm All Stars Soccer U10 girls B Team were 1st place winners at the Kit 
Carson tournament in Carson City. Coaches are Todd & Lorraine Koenig

SPORTS
continued from page 22

EASTERN SIERRA

GREEN GIFT-GIVING

Guide

22-23

‘Tis the Season for 
Sustainable Gift Giving!

Let’s #ShopSmall #ShopLocal #ShopGreen #ShopSierra 

Shouldn’t gift giving be more meaningful than big box 
“Black Friday” sales? Check out over 30 local Eastern 
Sierra Green Businesses to find the right gift for you or a 
friend, fuel the local economy, and feel better about your 
environmental impact.

Scan the QR code or visit: 
www.highsierraenergy.org/shop-green-guide

including a tackle for loss and knocked 
down one pass. Offensively the Bron-
cos were led on the ground by Senior 
Cain Omohundro who carried the ball 
11 times for 39 yards. 

Boden St. Marie completed 6 of 16 
passes for 94 yards. 

Michel made 2 catches for 44 yards 
and Omohundro also pulled down 2 
receptions for 44 yards. 

Coach Palu would like to thank the 
seniors: Aden Arndal, Glen Barfield 
Dukes, Albert Cano, John Cortes, 
Reese Dondero, Riley Eropkin, Jayda 
Jackson, Christopher Lopez, Bryce 
Lyons, Cheveyo Marquez, Nathan Na-
varrete, Cain Omohundro, Isaac Reno, 
Carson Schmidt and Kaelan Smith. 

Coach's Comment from Arnie Palu: 
“Congratulations to Pioneer Valley, 
they played championship level de-
fense and we tip our hat to them and 
wish them luck in the tournament. 
Thanks to the Bronco coaching staff 
for their hard work and dedication 
to our athletes and the program. We 
will go right back to work and pick 
up where the senior class left off and 
get better for 2023. This senior class 
finished their careers as back to back 
HDL Champions and completed an 
undefeated regular season."

Mammoth Huskies Volleyball

Coached by Erin LeFrancois, the 
Mammoth Huskies Volleyball team 
ended their season with 30 wins, 7 
losses, and 1 tie. Within the High 

Desert league, the Huskies were unde-
feated and number one. 

Their winning season was halted 
in the second round of the playoffs, 
when Justin Garza from Fresno beat 
them 3 to 1 at the Huskies' home gym.

Samantha Sokol and Kendall Spieler 
were the lone seniors on the team. 

Mammoth Huskies Football

The Mammoth Huskies Football 
team ended their season with 9 wins, 
1 loss, and 1 coaching scandal that 
everybody conviently forgot about. 

Thanks to a quarterfinals bye, the 
2-seeded Huskies made it to the 
semifinals of the 2022 CIF Central 
Section Football Championships (8 
Player Division) where they lost to the 
3-seeded Sierra 54-21. Sierra would go 
on to lose to Fresno Christian in the 
championship. 

Seniors Sam Boyer-Tolley, Peyton 
Barragen, Alex Garcia, and J.B. Bur-
rows will be missed by Head Coach 
Martin Ezidro and the rest of the staff.

Mammoth and Bishop XC 

Mammoth and Bishop High School 
cross country teams finished their 
seasons on Thursday, November 17 
at the CIF Central Section champi-
onships held at Woodward Park in 
Fresno. 

Mammoth competes in District 5. 
Bishop competes in District 4. 

Mammoth Girls finished 6th overall 

as a team, led by 9th grader Tenaya 
Keogler, who navigated the 5K course 
in a time of 20:37. 

Teammates Cameron Moxley, 
Keilani Ocampo, Lana Sugimura and 
MacKenna Smith finished 38th, and 
43-45 respectively. 

On the Boys’s side, Mammoth fin-
ished 5th overall, led by Dane Karch, 
who finished 6th in a time of 17:04. 
Beckett Page was 26th in 19:19 and 
Rylen Nash was 27th in 19:22. 

Bishop’s top runners on the Boys’ 
side were Alexander Adkins (44) and 
Denzel Gomez (49), who ran 18:34 
and 18:44 respectively. 

Bishop’s top female finisher was 

11th grader Audrey Cokeley. 

Bishop Broncos Volleyball

Led by Coach Linda Frigerio, The 
Bishop Union Broncos Varsity Girls 
Volleyball team won 21 games and 
lost 8 this season. 

With a High Desert League W/L 
ratio of 12 and 2, the Broncos clinched 
second place in league play. 

The team lost in the first round of 
the playoffs to Tehapachi, 3 to 1. 

Seniors Larissa Simpson, Zoe Dai-
ley, Eva Weaver, Morgan Dondero, 
and Cora Van Nest will be missed. 
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FUN
ONLY A FEW HOMES REMAIN! 

SCHEDULE A PRIVATE TOUR TODAY.

MOVE-IN BEFORE WINTER, CALL FOR CURRENT AVAILABILITY! 
Luxury Mountain Retreats With Miles of Trails, Open Space & Room To Breathe Near Mammoth Mountain.Luxury Mountain Retreats With Miles of Trails, Open Space & Room To Breathe Near Mammoth Mountain.

UP TO 3 BEDS & FLEX ROOM. UP TO 2,184 SQ. FT. • SALES (760)-934-3334 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM
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ANOTHER LUXURY DEVELOPMENT BY THE CHADMAR GROUP
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