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Cabot Godoy racing for Mammoth Nordic last weekend. For more, 
see page 12. 

WHY WADE AT HCL?  
Local pro snowboarder aims to help others find solace in the outdoors

ENDANGERED LUNCH?

By Pike 

FASANI’S PEAK SOLACE 

From unicef.org: “By the 
age of 2, your toddler is 
talking, walking, climb-

ing, jumping, running, and 
bustling with energy.” Mam-
moth local and pro snow-
boarder Kimmy Fasani was 
skiing. Or, learning too. 

For seven years, she stuck 
to two planks. Then, when 
she was nine, she saw a few 
of her friends snowboarding. 
She gave it a shot. “Almost 
immediately, I just felt a con-
nection to snowboarding and 
the community,” said Fasani. 
“There’s a different way of see-
ing the mountain when you’re 
sideways… a different flow to 
it. It was so fun, and so unique, 
and so young at that point 
that there was still so much 
progression to be had.” 

When she was 14, her dad 
died of cancer. “I really sought 
out the mountains as a place 
of peace and solace,” she said. 
Fasani started competing 
that season. She won USASA 
Nationals. 

Three years in a row. 
She started looking for spon-

sorships. Put together a video. 
Burton replied. Shannon 
Dunn – a big-time women’s 
pro – called her personally. 
“She was like my idol, and 
she called me and was like, 
‘I watched your Sponsor Me 
video,’” said Fasani. She was 
floored. 

“Having sponsors have faith 
in me… it gave me even more 
fire,” said Fasani. She realized 
she could do something in the 

world of snowboarding. 
After graduating high school 

in 2002, Fasani moved to 
Mammoth. “Mammoth at that 
time was like the mecca of 
snowboarding,” she said. “My 
mom and I made a deal that if 
I moved here, I would go to the 
community college.” 

Which was her backup plan. 
She met Chris Benchetler 

in 2003 , her now-husband, 
who was pursuing profes-
sional skiing. The year they 
met, Benchetler’s dad died 
from cancer. “That was really 

Wyatt Gaunt of High Country Lumber at the HCL Christmas party on December 
15. Gaunt said a company responsible for making photo cutouts to display in 
various departments had a typo in his photo last year and he didn’t have the heart 
to tell them it was incorrect. This year, same typo. Clearly, Wyatt’s not too upset 
about it. 

Fasani with husband Benchetler and their kids, Koa (4) and Zeppelin (1). 

ChatGPT has been the 
rage of late. 

It’s a recently launched 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) pro-
gram, described as a “chatbot,” 
which can literally, given a few 
prompts, churn out pablum on 
virtually any topic. 

From a Stephen Shankland 
story for CNET published 
Wednesday: 

“Here’s the catch: ChatGPT 
doesn’t exactly know anything. 
It’s an AI that’s trained to recog-
nize patterns in vast swaths of 
text harvested from the inter-
net, then further trained with 
human assistance to deliver 
more useful, better dialogue. 
The answers you get may sound 
plausible and even authorita-
tive, but they might well be 

entirely wrong, as OpenAI [the 
developer of ChatGPT] warns.”

As an example, Shankland 
asks the chatbot “Is it easier to 
get a date by being sensitive or 
being tough?” GPT responded, 
in part, “Some people may 
find a sensitive person more 
attractive and appealing, while 
others may be drawn to a tough 
and assertive individual. In 
general, being genuine and 
authentic in your interactions 
with others is likely to be more 
effective in getting a date than 
trying to fit a certain mold or 
persona.”

So fairly vanilla. But it can 
sure churn out the words. So, 
why pay a reporter to cover a 
meeting when a news 

see FASANI, page 8
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publisher can just type in a few keywords and a few names and a few statistics 
and voila, you’ve “covered” a meeting without even stepping into the room or 
logging onto Zoom!

So I couldn’t help myself. I downloaded the ChatGPT app from Open AI and 
typed in the phrase “Mammoth Lakes Town Council” along with a few other 
keywords. Judge ChatGPT for yourself below as to how accurate it is. 

Mammoth Lakes Town Council met Wednesday in Suite Z to discuss work-
force housing, labor shortages and budget priorities. 

Councilmember Sarah Rea attended by Zoom with her infant son and smiled 
a lot and appeared to pay attention. Occasionally, she emitted nervous laugh-
ter. When her son wished to nurse, she turned her camera off. 

Councilman John Wentworth made a 12-minute report on the status of trail 
management and something he called the Town/Forest Service interface. 
Many of the words he used were three and even four syllables. At one point, he 
had to stop and take a drink of water. 

Councilman Kirk Stapp was not present, as he is no longer a Councilman, 
having decided not to run for reelection. This is a blow to the Town of Mam-
moth Lake and Mammoth Lake Housing.

The Town of Mammoth Lakes is constructing the first phase of an affordable 
housing development known as “The Parcel” in the center of town. The first 
phase is called “The Sawyer,” apparently in honor of how many trees will be 
removed in its erection.  The buildings are very big and very tall. In the future, 
hard-working people will work there to support the Tourist economy. 

They will all be environmentally conscious and own only one car. They will 

also work seven days a week, never vacation, and whistle while they work 
like the Seven Dwarves. They will provide world-class service to Mammoth’s 
wealthy clientele, Tourists (which should always be capitalized) brought to 
town by a man named John Urdi. Mr. Urdi runs the local marketing organiza-
tion, called Mammoth Lakes Tourism or MLT. Tourists are often swayed to visit 
Mammoth Lakes by beautiful photographs and clever advertising. 

Sometimes, they fly to the region on taxpayer-subsidized planes and are 
then carted to Town by taxpayer-subsidized MAWS vans in the hopes they will 
spend gobs of money on ski lessons, whiskey sours and $10 slices of pizza.

MAWS still owes The Sheet $156 from an ad bill it never paid. Cheap bas-
tards. 

During the budget discussion, Mr. Urdi became visibly upset because he be-
lieves the Town takes his efforts for granted. He worries that Councilmembers 
will “kill the goose that lays the golden eggs.” 

The goose struggles to lay eggs unless a proper amount of money is lavished 
upon it. 

Mr. Urdi has nothing to worry about, however, because Councilmembers 
know nothing about geese and are reticent to kill anything. 

Calendar, schedule, lessons, rates, and more:

MammothIceRink.com

Parks &
Recreation

*Holiday rates in effect until Jan. 1, 2023. 
Mammoth Ice Rink operations are weather dependent. Schedules are subject to change.

CURLING

ICE SKATING

HOCKEY

PUBLIC SKATING  
SKATING LESSONS  
ADULT HOCKEY
YOUTH HOCKEY
CURLING
SPECIAL EVENTS
LUNCHTIME SKATES
FREE FRIDAY NIGHTS

January 6 & February 3

NOW OPEN!

mammoth outdoor

ICE RINK
TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES

416 Sierra Park Road – Next to the Library  •   Mammoth Ice Rink  •  (760) 965-3695

Join us for a fun holiday skate!* The rink is 
open noon to 10pm daily. Skate, helmet, 
and Bobby® Seal rentals are available. 

HOLIDAY PUBLIC SKATING



Your Gift Moves Mountains

For more info on how you can support this initiative, 
scan here or contact:

www.MammothHospital.com/giving-back/donate

T he Mammoth Hospital Foundation relies on support from donors to enhance the patient 
care experience. Currently, funds are being used to provide technology and equipment 
upgrades so that Mammoth Hospital can adopt the latest medical advancements to offer 

our rural community. By supporting the Foundation, you make a substantial impact in maintaining 
the excellent level of care at Mammoth Hospital.

Because of Mammoth Hospital’s remote location and the number of trauma patients we treat, 
having a high quality CT Scanner is a necessity to ensure lifesaving care. 

We are currently raising money for the the purchase of a new state-of-the-art Canon Aquilion CT. 
This critical diagnostic tool is a necessity in maintaining advanced, local inpatient medical care. 

Gardiner Miller, Mammoth Hospital Foundation Manager
760.924.4128 | gardiner.miller@mammothhospital.com

Maintaining local healthcare services

“The CT scanner is unquestionably the most important resource to 

Mammoth Hospital outside of our physicians and staff.” -  Kyle Howell, MD



By Pike
NICE CANS!
LOCAL NEWS
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“Wow, Gravy Chute was so radical, 
man! But this sweltering sunshine is 
kind of a chop – want to rip it down 

to Tusks and crack a brew? My sciatica is 
killing me. No medicine like beer medi-
cine, am I right?” Rob says. 

He punches you in the shoulder and 
rides away. “Last one there buys!” 

Why are you friends with him? 

You both shell out $10 for a can of 
Pacifico. Crack. Ocean breezes, coral 
reefs – a beach in a can. You savor the 
sips. Rob slams it back. “C’mon, dude. 
We gotta poach the Village tub before it 
gets crowded. You know I hate crowded 
tubs.”

You and Rob toss your Pacifico cans in 
the recycling bin and hit the road. 

But the cans stay. Crumpled, empty, 
waiting in the plastic bag. 

A few hours pass, and the bag rises. 
Glass and plastic bottles and other cans 
jostle into the Pacificos. The recyclables 
get transported to the Mammoth Dispos-
al transfer station in the industrial park, 
where workers sort them into the proper 
bins. Cans go with cans, glass goes with 
glass, plastics go with plastics. 

Then, the recyclables get packaged 
and hauled to Potential Recycling in 
Bakersfield, Calif. The Pacificos get pro-
cessed into sheets of aluminum, which, 
eventually, get turned back into cans. Per 
Kendra Knight – the Sustainability Coor-
dinator for Waste Connections - Mam-
moth Disposal & Bishop Waste: “In as 
little as 30 days later, that same can will 
take on a new life back on the grocery 
store shelf.” 

Because recycling is a commodity, 
the price of the materials at the time 
determines where the materials go and 
what the materials are used for. “This is 
true for every processor and recovery 
facility who must resell the materials,” 
says Knight. The United States used to 
put their recyclables onto container 
ships and send them off to countries 
like China and India. “Later, we discov-
ered the recyclables were not all getting 

recycled. Much of it was ending up in the 
ocean as trash,” says Knight. 

So, in 2019, the US stopped shipping 
recyclables to Asian countries. “Now it 
is our responsibility – the U.S. must pro-
cess all our recyclables in our country,” 
says Knight. This raises more recycling 
industry awareness, as these processing 
centers are now in our own backyards. 
“When we can see what happens to the 
materials we use, hopefully we will start 
buying less and reducing our materials 
consumption,” says Knight. 

If you’re looking to make a few extra 
bucks (or cents,) Knight suggests return-
ing recyclables (plastics #1 and #2, glass, 
and aluminum cans) to the Mammoth 
Buy Back Center. Up to ten cents per 
item. “With grant funding from CalRe-
cycle, we enhanced our Buy Back Center 
with a new sort line which has increased 
capacity and safety,” says Knight. “And, 
we purchased new recycling containers, 
which we’ve placed in condominium 
and business complexes.” 

If you want to recycle but don’t want to 
trek to the transfer station (which is just 
past the skatepark), you have options. 
“Every business complex or mall cur-
rently has a cardboard bin for recycling,” 
says Knight, “and many have a three-bin 
community container for aluminum, 
glass, and plastics as well.” Nearly every 
bus stop in Mammoth has a dual recy-
cling bin – by 2023, Knight hopes that 
there will be a community container for 
recycling placed at every bus stop and 
business complex in the town.

Perhaps widespread containers would 
raise the percentage of waste recycled in 
Mammoth. “In 2020,” says Knight, “we 
diverted 9.96% of our municipal solid 
waste by recycling it. That same year, we 
recycled approximately 1,200 tons of ma-
terials in the Town of Mammoth Lakes.” 
Including metal and green waste. 

“Unfortunately, with the current rates 
for materials, we are losing money on 
recycling, since the cost of fuel to haul 
has increased by 30%,” says Knight. Plus, 
materials are selling for less these days. 
Knight hopes that with more grant fund-
ing, CA recycling mandates, outreach, 
education, and funding for infrastructure 
such as electric trucks, more waste can 
be recycled at lower costs. 

“Recycling is challenging in Mam-
moth, being rural and so isolated and far 
from processors,” says Knight. “But, we 
are finding creative ways to overcome 
our challenges.” The enhanced Buy Back 
Center will enable more recycling. So 
will new recycling bins and a new roof 
on the Vons Recycling Center come 2023. 

“With new programs and additional 
grant funding (and enhancing existing 
programs such as High Sierra Energy 
Foundation’s Green Business Program) 
starting in our town in 2023 – such as 
more recycling availability, water filling 
stations in more businesses, Mammoth 
school gardens, and a new restaurant 
reusables program,” says Knight, “we are 
finding proactive ways to reduce our en-
vironmental impact in our community.”
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“One way to do that is with wastewa-
ter surveillance, which allows us to 

see BRIEFS, page 6

Last Friday, the Mammoth Hus-
kies took on the Bishop Union 
Broncos on Mammoth’s court. 

Bishop’s Varsity Girls beat the Mam-
moth Varsity Girls 63-14. 

Bishop’s Varsity Boys beat Mam-
moth’s Varsity Boys 59 -41. 

“We played well but just couldn’t 
keep up with the depth of Bishop,” 
said MHS Varsity Boys Head Coach 
Andrew Jones. “Pulled within 8 points 
early in the 4th but Bishop was just 
too strong down the stretch!”

The next home game for Mammoth 
is January 3rd against Sierra Lutheran. 
The girls tip off at 4:30 p.m., and the 
boys tip off at 6 p.m. 

Bishop plays Desert at home on the 
23rd of December. The girls tip off at 
4:30 p.m., and the boys tip off at 7:30 
p.m.

Jr.’s Jones, Petroni, and Daniels guard Jr. Spoonhunter from Bishop.  

MAMMOTH V. BISHOP

Jr. Smyth against Jr. Charley from Bishop. 

LOCAL BRIEFS

Koraline Whitman (left) and Anthony and Adalyn Anderson at the Veterans’ Christmas party held at 
VFW Post 484 in Bishop on Thursday, December 15.

Csonka enters pleas 

On December 13, 2022, Mammoth 
resident Andras Csonka entered his felony 
pleas to one count of attempted kidnap-
ping, one count of assault with a deadly 
weapon, one count of assault likely to 
produce great bodily injury or death, and 
one count of evading a police officer with 
wanton disregard for public safety. 

Mr. Csonka faces a maximum penalty of 
5 years and 6 months in the state prison at 
sentencing. He is presumptively ineligible 
for probation due to his actions.

PHOTO: GAYLA WOLF

PHOTOS: PIKE

At approximately 9:10pm on October 
7, MLPD received a 911 call from an 
individual who stated a man (later identi-
fied as Mr. Csonka) in a blue SUV had 
just threatened to shoot the individual in 
the head if the person did not get into his 
vehicle.  

The victim was able to run into the 
woods near Shady Rest and escape.  Mr. 
Csonka attempted to hit the victim with 
his vehicle but could not navigate around 
the thick forested area. The individual was 
able to hide behind a tree and call 911.
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BRIEFS
continued from page 5

Full-Time Positions
all positions include competitive benefits package

Police Officer » $84,729-$102,989
Recreation Supervisor » $52,501 -$73,874 
Adult Programming & Facility Operations 

Recreation Supervisor » $52,501 -$73,874 
Community Recreation Center (CRC) Programming & Facility Operations

Temporary Seasonal Positions
Administrative Coordinator CED  »  $18.80 - $21.76/hr 
Recreation Intern » $15.50 - $17.09/hr
Hot Shots Basketball

Recreation Facilities Staff » $16.28 - $18.84/hr 
Ice Rink   

Temporary Snow Removal Operator » $27.52 - $31.86/hr
Class A or B License Required           

For more information and to apply:
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov • (760) 965-3663

JOB OPENINGS OO  CCOOMMEE  LLEETT  UUSS  AADDOORREE  HHIIMM  ......

CCHHRRIISSTT  TTHHEE  LLOORRDD  

mammoth Chtistian :fellowship 
Join us on worship on Christmas Eve 

I bring you good news of great joy 

that will be for all the people ... 

Christmas Eve 
Worship Service 

December 24th 6:30 pm 
Mammoth Middle School 
(T#? rent the Gym) 

1600 Meridian Blvd. 

MLPD conducted a traffic stop on Saw-
mill Cutoff Road and Mr. Csonka briefly 
stopped his vehicle before speeding away 
from officers. Mr. Csonka ran a red light 
at Main and Old Mammoth Rd and ex-
ceeded speeds of 60 mph on Main Street 
before ultimately getting his vehicle stuck 
in the mud at the Crestview Condomini-
ums. Mr. Csonka continued to attempt 
to evade officers but they were eventu-
ally able place him into custody without 
further incident.

As part of the investigation, it was 
discovered that at approximately 8:45 p.m 
on the same evening, Mr. Csonka had 
attempted to run a separate vehicle off of 
Highway 395 after flashing his high beams 
repeatedly. After the victim vehicle was 
able to escape, Mr. Csonka blacked out his 
headlights and again attempted to strike 
the victim. The victim was ultimately able 
to evade Mr. Csonka and pull off onto 
Highway 203 and call 911.   

Mr. Csonka is scheduled to be sen-
tenced in Bridgeport on January 31, 2023 
and remains in custody without bail. 

Lopez Pleads Guilty

On December 13, 2022, a Mammoth 
Lakes man, Arturo Pantoja Lopez, pled 
guilty to two felony counts of assault with 
a stun gun or taser as well as two counts of 
felony child endangerment under circum-
stances or conditions likely to cause great 
bodily injury or death after an investiga-
tion discovered Mr. Lopez used a stun gun 
to discipline his two elementary school-
aged children. 

In November of 2022, an investigation 

by the Mammoth Lakes Police Depart-
ment revealed that Mr. Lopez had recently 
purchased a stun gun online and admit-
ted using it on his children to “keep them 
still.” One of the children had what ap-
peared to be a burn mark or bruise where 
Mr. Lopez was described to have applied 
the stun gun. The children were removed 
from the home and Mr. Lopez was ar-
rested and taken to the Mono County Jail 
where he has remained since his arrest.

During service of a search warrant on 
Mr. Lopez’s home, officers found a black 
“Police” branded taser as well as a usable 
quantity of methamphetamine. It was de-
termined the methamphetamine was well 
within reach of the children and the chil-
dren disclosed they watched their father 
consume methamphetamine on multiple 
occasions. District Attorney Elect David 
Anderson stated, “This is one of the most 
egregious child abuse cases I have seen 
in the decade I have been in this office.  
While I believe addiction issues must be 
treated, when you assault little, vulnerable 
children who trust you to defend them, 
protecting those children will always be 
my priority. I will be seeking a state prison 
term for Mr. Lopez.”

Mr. Lopez is scheduled to be sentenced 
in Bridgeport on February 14, 2023.  He 
faces a maximum penalty of 8 years and 
8 months in state prison.  Mr. Lopez re-
mains in custody on $200,000 bail.

Comment Period Starts For
Fire Hazard Severity Map

The State Fire Marshall has released 
the Fire Hazard Severity Zone (FHSZ) 

map and begun a public comment period 
for the regulatory process. The FHSZ is a 
comprehensive map that ranks Califor-
nia’s State Responsibility Area (SRA) – or 
rural, unincorporated areas – based on 
the likelihood different areas will experi-
ence wildfire.

The new map shows increased fire 
hazard, reflecting California’s increase in 
wildfire occurrence and severity because 
of many factors, including a chang-
ing climate. The map has been updated 
to more accurately reflect the zones in 
California that are susceptible to wildfire, 
to help provide transparency for planning 
and preparedness efforts, and to provide 
communities a forecasting tool so that 
the public can take steps to prevent and 
prepare for wildfire. The hazard mapping 
process incorporates local climate data 
and changes in burn probability based on 
recent trends in fire occurrence.

These maps are being shared for your 
comments and questions during the 
regulatory process. Information on the 
public hearing process and hearings can 
be found on CAL FIRE’s website.

Comments may be submitted by email 
to: fhszcomments@fire.ca.gov

CRC just fine, thanks 

In response to rumors that the first big 
snow of the season bent the main beam 
in the new CRC (Ice rink) under construc-
tion at Mammoth Creek Park ... 

Town officials flatly deny such an event 
occurred. 

The building has been through the plan 
check process and is properly rated for 

wind and snow loads. It is unique among 
Sprung structures in that it is being in-
stalled with double the typical insulation. 

The slope of the roof is approximately 
thirty degrees. Once finished, snow will 
shed to the ground and be trucked out. 
Crews had to remove snow from the roof 
after the first snow in order to complete 
some work. They won’t typically have to 
do that. 

Town Recreation Manager Stu Brown 
says the hope is for the CRC to open to the 
public in March. 

In other news ... Betty Hylton has been 
appointed to the Mammoth Community 
Water District board of directors. Hylton 
replaces Robert Creasy, who has moved to 
Colorado. 

And in regard to last week’s incident up 
at Mammoth Mountain involving an adult 
male, a young child, and one of MMSA’s 
large rotary snow blowers on the access 
road to the Mammoth Chalets. Medi-
cal personnel and Mammoth Mountain 
employees assisted with the incident and 
the guests were transported to Mammoth 
Hospital and airlifted to Reno, Nevada 
with severe injuries. 

The investigation is ongoing. 
The guests are reportedly Australian 

citizens. 



Ownership at 80|50 in Mammoth gives you the convenience, comfort and luxury of 5-Star hotel living with home-sized accommodations. You’ll  
enjoy complete freedom—to play, relax and create memories that will last a lifetime. Best of all, the benefits of a beautifully appointed home, lavish 

services and rich amenities are yours without having to worry about maintenance and upkeep. Have the concierge arrange a family snowmobile  
adventure, spa day, dinner reservations, grocery delivery or other convenience. 80|50 has an uncompromising standard of quality, ensuring that  
everything from the warmth of your greeting to the thread count of your sheets meets or exceeds your expectations. Stop by for a tour today! 

GGiivvee  YYoouurrsseellff  tthhee  GGiifftt  ooff  55--SSttaarr  LLuuxxuurryy!!  

SScchheedduullee  aa  TToouurr  TTooddaayy!!   
880000..442211..77000055  

BRE LIC 01878462 

HHaappppyy  HHoolliiddaayyss  ffrroomm  8800||5500  PPrriivvaattee  RReessiiddeennccee  CClluubb  

For more information, stop by 
Mammoth Village Properties  

in The Village 
Located Across from The Chocolate Factory 

SSttaarrttiinngg  aatt  $$6655,,000000  
Incentives Still Available  

  
wwwwww..88005500MMaammmmootthh..ccoomm  
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FASANI
continued from page 1

Fasani rides with Koa. 

www.mammothbreakfastclub.com

Now Accepting Credit Cards

Indoor / Outdoor Seating / Dog Friendly Patio
Real Vodka Homemade Bloody Mary’s,

Cocktails, Mimosa’s & Beer

Homemade Pastries, Muffins, Crossaints, Biscuits
Mexican Breakfast Specialties, Omelettes, & More

such a connection for me and Chris,” she 
said. They’d both gone through losing 
their dads and were learning how to cope 
with that loss. 

Fasani never thought snowboarding 
could be a career. “But my sponsors would 
give me a new contract, and I would find 
progression,” she said. Progression, and 
passion. “I found so much passion in 
the mountains. And just that connection 
alone, I think, separated me from others. I 
wasn’t after the paychecks. I was so moti-
vated to just be in the mountains.” 

Being in the mountains fuels Fasani. 
“It’s a life source. If I’m stressed out or 
sick – whatever it is – I go to the moun-
tains and there’s so much space to breathe 
and to be. I feel like that’s so healing,” she 
explained.

Fasani was diagnosed with aggressive 
breast cancer in 2021. Having both of her 
parents die from cancer, she had always 
lived a very healthy, active lifestyle. The 
diagnosis shocked her. “I was still breast-
feeding,” she said. “So much can change 
with your body while you’re breastfeed-
ing, and I was just blind to some really 
obvious lumps in my breast.” 

She never thought it would be her, and 
“because of that feeling, I realized that the 
more I could share transparently, hope-
fully I could save other women’s lives.” 
Fasani did chemotherapy. Six times. She 
got a double mastectomy. She had 30 
rounds of radiation. 

Her friends, family, and fellow locals 
helped her through the hardship. “We had 
such an incredible community come for-
ward,” she said. In addition to the Mam-
moth support, Fasani realized that the 

thing that kept her most sane was going 
snowboarding. 

After her last treatment, Burton flew her 
and her family up to Baldface in Canada 
for a trip with the Burton team. While re-
connecting with the community of riders 
in the mountains during that trip, the typi-
cal, gnarly post-chemo symptoms never 
seemed to show their face. “I rode every 
day from nine to three for three days,” she 
said. Never tired. Never sore. Plugged in. 
“It was full circle of how energizing your 
happy place can be.”

Now, Fasani and Benchetler have 
launched the Benchetler Fasani Founda-

tion (bf-foundation.org) in order to share 
the healing power of nature. Their slogan: 
“healing through nature.” 

“Nature can really be that bridge for 
people to find the peace and centeredness 
[they seek],” said Fasani. The goal is to 
help facilitate that solace for those going 
through dark times. 

Right now, the foundation is soliciting 
applications – “we have an application 
process on the website where people can 
share their story with us of what they’ve 
been through and how they feel like 
nature would be impactful,” said Fasani. 
“We’re hoping, in 2023, to make an impact 

by giving back to some of these appli-
cants” by sponsoring their outdoor trip. 

The foundation held an auction back 
in October for breast cancer awareness, 
and they are hoping to host events in the 
future.

“We hope we can become a great rep-
resentation of how to navigate hardship,” 
Fasani said. 

Fasani, who was named Rider of the 
Year in 2017 by Transworld and Snow-
boarder Magazine, will be competing in 
Travis Rice’s Natural Selection backcoun-
try riding competition this season.



 Monday/Wednesday/Friday (excluding Holidays) 
11:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 
 Mono County Civic Center (Lundy Room) 

Thursday (excluding Holidays) 
10:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. 
Bridgeport Memorial Hall 

Walk-ins are welcome, but pre-registration is
appreciated. 
 Scan the QR code to register, report positive
at-home tests, or receive a free medical
consultation.

MONO COUNTY COVID-19 TESTING INFORMATION 

COVID-19
TEST TO TREAT 

Get tested;
Be seen by a provider; 
Receive a prescription for antiviral medication.  

Test-to-treat sites allow individuals to:

WHAT IS TEST TO TREAT?

More info about 
locals’ discounts:

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. RATES AND DATES
SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.
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Q:  Market conditions have certainly 
changed for sellers in the past 
year. As potential sellers, we think 

we may have missed out. We want to 
know the current status of the Mammoth 
market as we close out the year, and 
we’re curious about the mistakes you’ve 
seen sellers make in slower markets or 
buyer’s markets?

A: The market has certainly flipped 
on its head in the last 12 months. 
One year ago the Mammoth 

market was red-hot with many multiple 
offer scenarios, serious overbidding, and 
incredibly low mortgage rates. These 
market conditions lasted into late winter 
and early spring. But we are in a very dif-
ferent place today. 

The real estate “demand destruction” 
has been driven mostly by higher interest 
rates and more specifically higher mort-
gage rates and added loan origination 
costs. It is all by design to deliberately 
slow the craziness of the market. But the 
reality is that the local real estate market 
has also hit a level of exhaustion after two 
years of a pronounced upward spiral.

The real key to the current Mammoth 
real estate market is low inventory. There 
has been a drip of new listings coming to 

the market, and new sales (and escrows) 
have been occurring at a similar pace. 
But there is no rush for the exits. There 
are buyers still looking in the market and 
the great, early snow conditions cer-
tainly increase the level of interest. The 
$700,000-800,000 condo range remains 
almost oddly strong. But that is the sweet 
spot for 20-30% down second home and 
investor buyers utilizing Fannie Mae 
conforming loans.

Many local real estate values, namely 
the broader condominium market, are 
also tied to tourism via the short term 
rental (STR) market. The Mammoth 
condominium market has a well estab-
lished and decades-old relationship with 
STR. It is a substantial, extremely varied 
industry in Mammoth. Quite frankly, 
without a larger “Village” and more 
hotels, the community and Town need 
the condominium bed base for not only 
guest accommodations, but for the bed 
tax generation that funds all of the local 
government operations (including things 
like snow removal). It is a critical symbi-
otic relationship that keeps Mammoth 
Lakes humming along.

This tie between local condo inventory 
and STR is important to local real estate 

values. It is a classic case of “all real estate 
is local.” Tourism has been incredibly 
strong the past two-and-a-half years here 
in Mammoth. At record levels and be-
yond. There are many drivers. But higher 
consumer inflation and other negative 
economic concerns could jeopardize 
this. So far, we haven’t experienced any 
of this. Accommodations are booked 
solidly through this holiday period and 
well through January. The IKON Pass is 
definitely one of the drivers (the whole 
“cheap ski pass” concept works to create 
high levels of tourism demand). And for 
Passholders, owning the pass is a sunk 
cost at this point. Gotta use it.

But the higher operating costs, includ-
ing minimum wage, are certain to have 
an impact at some point. Or maybe not? 
Locally, operating any sort of tourism- 
related business in Mammoth is a great 
challenge, and especially at this time. 
Good employees are scarce (although 
new workforce housing projects should 
help significantly). Expenses are up. 
Demand is high but seasonal. The cost of 
snow removal is skyrocketing. And forget 
rising insurance premiums. All of this will 
eventually be passed on to the consumer.

But so far all of this has yet to trickle 

down to any meaningful impact on the 
STR market and local condo values. The 
Mammoth experience can be a relatively 
affordable vacation. The operative word 
is relative—relative to other, similar vaca-
tion experiences. And again, the IKON 
Pass definitely helps the affordability of 
the winter experience. Summer is still a 
bargain and can be done “on the cheap”. 
Mammoth tourism is not recession proof 
but has proven to be resilient in tougher 
economic times (I’ve lived through far 
more economic down times in Mam-
moth than boom times).

Potentially less STR revenue will 
impact owners differently. Many may 
not care. Some may decide to just utilize 
their properties more. Some may become 
motivated to sell and increase the inven-
tory. More inventory and potentially 
lower mortgage rates could easily bring 
willing buyers back to the market. And 
many STR owners have super attractive 
low mortgage rates that may never be 
replicated. Properties with these low 
mortgage rates are going to be very dif-
ficult to liquidate and walk away from. 
This alone is an interesting dynamic of 
our current market as well as the macro 

SELLER MISTAKES IN A CHANGING MARKET
By Paul Oster



OSTER
continued from page 10

THE SHEET   I   Saturday, December 24, 2022          www.thesheetnews.com                                   REAL ESTATE   I   11

market.  
And for sellers? These changing 

markets conditions have impacted sell-
ers in an almost shocking manner. As 
my favorite fishing captain likes to say, 
“nothing good lasts forever.” We have just 
been through a grand period to be a real 
estate seller in Mammoth. Many legacy 
property owners were pushed off the 
fence to sell. It was just too enticing. And 
sellers with compromised properties, 
like with obvious incurable defects, also 
took advantage. Some of these proper-
ties may have sat on the market for years 
in the past. In this case, they sold rather 
quickly.  

One of the best phrases I have come 
across in the past months is “real estate 
prices are a snapshot in time.” It is so 
true, and the year 2022 has proven it. 
Historically, values have stagnated for 
years in this market. Most of the 1980s 
and '90s were classic. Then there were 
periods of great upward appreciation. 
I still look at my old MLS books (pre-
Internet) with fascination. And I have 
witnessed appraisers doing “forensic 
appraisals” trying to establish values 
from some point in the past. Except for a 
couple of short periods of appreciation, 
the values have remained very similar.

But as I expressed in my last column, 
Mammoth is very much a “don’t have 
to buy, don’t have to sell marketplace”. 
Many sellers (owners who have their 
properties listed for sale) who missed 
out and don’t have any debt appear to 
be willing to just ride it out. The future is 
uncertain. Some may just decide to keep 

their properties. And over the years I’ve 
heard so many times, “I’ll just let the kids 
inherit it at a stepped-up basis”. This is a 
“don’t have to sell” seller (owner).

The most recent real estate “panic” 
news is that there are now hundreds of 
thousands of new homeowners who 
are “underwater” (underwater mean-
ing their mortgage is more than their 
current market value). But these are low 
down payment buyers who have attrac-
tive mortgage rates and would also face 
very high rents if they were to lose their 
properties. Walking away may be a very 
foolish move. History has proven that. 
Here in Mammoth, few new owners are 
underwater; the last three years experi-
enced a large percentage of cash buyers 
and very few < 20% down buyers. Simply 
put, Mammoth isn’t a low down pay-
ment market. 

With the easy selling days in the 
rearview mirror, owners who want to 
become successful sellers need to assess 
the market on a day-by-day case, value 
is a “snap shot in time.” Within the past 
few weeks I have been involved in a 
couple of multiple offer/overbid situa-
tions again. Maybe the snow has brought 
some renewed winter buying madness. 
Limited inventory and great snow condi-
tions can do it. Buyers can become seri-
ously motivated after some great skiing 
or snowboarding. 

Pricing properties for sale can be a 
hit-and-miss proposition. And ultimately 
much of it comes down to the seller’s 
motivation. Often you just have to try. 
Trying means getting the property in the 

best shape possible to make it attractive 
to a buyer. The more “turnkey” the better 
in this market. In Mammoth that can be 
a challenge because sub-contractors are 
super busy, especially as the holidays 
and busy tourism season approaches. 
But sellers in this type of market always 
need to put their best foot forward. And 
what a difference a year can make.

Sellers also need to have the best 
marketing, especially photos and other 
visual representations. I see many more 
agents going “budget” and just shooting 
lousy iPhone photos for the MLS. These 
photos populate to all of the various real 
estate websites and are a disservice to 
both the seller and potential buyers. This 
is a big deal at this stage of the game. The 
property descriptions that populate to 
the various websites are importan. Some 
agents get lazy; others get too cute or 
flowery. We’re back to marketing basics 
focusing on features and benefits. This is 
incredibly important in the Zillow age.

Most Mammoth properties are sold 
furnished. This is pretty typical in a 
second home market. Some sellers like 
the idea of “leaving behind all of their 
junk.” I often refer to some furniture 
as “transitional furniture.” But in the 
Mammoth market the personal property 
often becomes the most contentious part 
of the transaction, despite the agent’s 
best efforts to keep it from becoming 
such. Laughably, the agents can become 
what we call “furniture brokers.” Sellers 
should take effort to remove any specific 
furniture pieces or personal items they 
intend to keep. Other things need to go 

to the thrift store, or to the dumpster. De-
crapifying is key.

Lastly, sellers need to be realistic about 
the condition of their property. The party 
is over for buyers overlooking deficien-
cies. It was fun while it lasted. Buyers are 
now back to scrutinizing details. Sellers 
need to be clear in their disclosures. 
Some people like to call it equilibrium in 
the market. The wanna-be sellers don’t 
like it, but the market needed it.

We all wish we knew where we will 
be 12 months from now. Hindsight is 
a funny thing. We may have increasing 
revelations about many things that have 
occurred the last three years, including 
real estate. Predicting the future, espe-
cially now, seems like a fool’s errand. The 
market will sort itself out. The inventory 
numbers, mortgage interest rates, sales 
activity numbers and the micro and 
macro economics will all play there part. 
Meanwhile, enjoy the glorious snow 
covered mountains.

Happy Holidays!

Paul Oster is the Broker/Owner of 
RE/MAX of Mammoth (celebrating 30+ 
years). For other timely real estate infor-
mation you can go to www.MammothRe-
alEstateBlog.com. For legal, accounting, 
or construction advice, please seek out the 
appropriate professional.

is proud to present

 437 Old Mammoth Rd, Suite M, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
 

DRAWN FROM 
THE MOUNTAINS 

by CHRIS BENCHETLER
Works of Art: Skis & Paper
An exclusive collection to recognize the 15th anniversary 
of Chris’ artwork as featured on his signature edition 
pro-model with skis from each year showcased together 
for the first time ever. These will be accompanied by a 
collection of select works from his current fine art 
portfolio for a limited time at Mono Arts Council.

Exhibit Dates:
Dec. 9th – Jan. 29th 2023
O�icial Reception: Jan. 6th @ 5:30 pm
Location: Mono Arts Council Gallery
The Mono Arts Council celebrates 30 years as a non-profit 
organization dedicated to
providing art education and programing for the Eastern Sierra 
community.



CORLESS MOVES ON

Above: Stacy Corless (front row, fourth from left) held a farewell party at Bevi Bene 
wine bar in Mammoth on Tuesday to mark the end of her tenure as a Mono County 
Supervisor. Corless served two terms and did not seek reelection. She now serves as the 
Government and Community Affairs Director at the Sierra Business Council. 

At right: Dane Karch (bib #23) skied to 1st and 4th place finishes at cross-country ski 
races held last weekend at the Auburn Ski Club. 

The weekend began with Saturday’s classic technique sprint qualifier and heats. Mam-
moth's Cabot Godoy finishing 2nd in the B Final and Dane Karch 4th in the A Final. The 
rest of the Mammoth team stacked up like this: Ella Walker in 9th for the girls. For the 
boys: Mason Georgeson placed 10th, Wade Perry 13th, Owen Czeschin 15th, Jack Leon-
ard 19th, and in the U14 and under, Theo Clark was 9th.

On Sunday, the classic skis were put away, and skate skis brushed and polished for the 
5K event. Racers were challenged by a fast, but challenging loop, with all of Auburn Ski 
Club’s toughest climbs included. 

The day belonged to Mammoth’s Dane Karch, who posted the fastest time of the day in 
12:10. Teammate Cabot Godoy followed in 2nd in 12:27. Wade Perry was 7th in 13:21, 
Owen Czeschin 11th in 13:45, Mason Georgeson 13th in 13:50 and Jack Leonard 15th in 
13:54. 

On the women’s side, Ella Walker represented Mammoth and placed 11th (16:24).
In the U14 and under 3K event, Theo Clark, in his first ever race, finished 14th.
Mammoth Nordic is coached by Ben Higgins 
Karch and Godoy next compete in Senior Nationals at Houghton, Mich. 
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KARCH MOVES FAST
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Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

YOU CAN’T SPIKE THE EGGNOG
WITHOUT SPIKE

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC

m a m m o t h

GEAR
EXCHANGE

106 S. Main St., Bishop (760) 873-4300

Happy Hour/
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill 
Pursuit of Happiness Hour Daily 
3-6 p.m.  and extended Pursuit of 
Happiness hour Mon.& Thur. 3-8 p.m. 
More info: see ad p. 18
Austria Hof Happy Hour 
4-6:30 p.m. Sun-Thurs/4-6 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday. 
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour every 
day from 4-7 p.m. Monday happy hour 
all day. And Taco Tuesdays are back! 
More info: see ad p. 9
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour: 4-6 
p.m. daily. $6 dollar menu items, 
drink specials. More info: see ad p. 10
Petra’s happy hour until 6 p.m. 
Signature cocktails, special menu.  
Roberto’s Happy Hour: 2-5 p.m. daily. 
The Mogul happy hour 5:30-6:30 
p.m. in the bar with food and drink 
specials. 
Lakanuki happy hour 3-6 p.m. daily. 
Mammoth Tavern Happy hour 4-5:30 
p.m. 1/2 off drink and app. specials
Distant Brewing happy hour 3-5 p.m, 
Monday-Thursday

Friday, December 23/
Holiday Party at the Salon de 
Fleurus & The Imagination Lab in 
Lone Pine. Music, arts, refreshment, 
and more. 4 to 8 p.m. More info: 760-
872-2446

December 23-24/
Weekend Apres Party w/DJ on 
MMSA’s Canyon Lodge sundeck 
from 2-5 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 27/
Gibson Collins plays Distant 
Brewing in Mammoth. Time: 7-9 
p.m. Collins is an avid backcountry 
skier, rock climber, and filmmaker 
who lives in Crowley/grew up in 
Seattle.
Karaoke @ Liberty Bar in 
Mammoth. Time: 9 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 28/
DJs and dancing @ Liberty Bar. 
Time: 10 p.m. 

December 28-29/
Singer Matt Clark (Cali-Reggae) 
from the group “Blown Over” plays 
Distant Brewing both nights. Time: 
7-9 p.m. 

Friday, December 30/
Lightning Strike Resolution plays 
Black Sheep Coffee Roasters in 
Bishop for its live music night. 
Free event, open to all ages. Doors 
open at 7 p.m. Brews by Mountain 
Rambler Brewery and Distant 
Brewing. Bring your Black Sheep 
Tumbler!

December 30-31/
Jelly Bread Unplugged at the 
T-Bar Social Club in June @ 9 p.m. 
Acoustic Funk/Roots/Rock/Soul 
from Reno. Info: tbarjunelake.com
Weekend Apres Party w/DJ on 
MMSA’s Canyon Lodge sundeck 
from 2-5 p.m. 

Saturday, December 24/
Christmas Eve Service at Mammoth 
Middle School at 6:30 p.m. hosted 
by Mammoth Christian Fellowship.
More info: see ad p. 6

Friday, December 30/
IMACA food distribution in 
Mammoth @ St. Joseph’s Church, 
58 Ranch Rd. Time: 11-11:45 a.m. 
You can sign up for this online at 
www.imaca.net and even designate 
someone to pick up the food if you 
are unable to do so. Info: 760-873-
8557.
La distribución de alimentos de 
IMACA en Mammoth es en la Iglesia 
de San José en Mammoth de 11:00 
a. m. a 11:45 a. m. Puede inscribirse 
en línea en www.imaca.net e incluso 
designar a alguien para que recoja la 
comida si no puede hacerlo. 

December 30-31/
Sunset Snowshoe tour in the 
Mammoth Lakes Basin. Time: 
3:30-5 p.m. each day. Tours travel 
over moderate terrain to the lookout 
on Panorama Dome and depart the 
Tamarack Cross-Country Ski Center 
for a 1.5-hour guided adventure. 
Price is $75 per person and includes 
equipment. Space is limited. Info: 
mammothmountain.com. 

Saturday, December 31/
Climber Coffee at Pleasant Valley 
Pit Campground near Bishop from 8 
a.m. to 10 a.m. Free coffee from Black 
Sheep Coffee Roasters plus meet 
and greet with climbing community. 
Bring own mug. 
New Year’s Eve Family Fun 
and Fireworks at the Village in 
Mammoth from 5 p.m. to 9:15 p.m. 
Dead Winter and Co. play @ 8 p.m. 
with fireowkrs to follow at 9. Happy 
New Year!

Chris Benchetler’s “Drawn From 
the Mountains” exhibit will be on 
display at the Mono Arts Council 
Gallery inside Minaret Mall through 
January 29 with the official reception 
scheduled for January 6. For more 
information, see ad p. 11. 
Remember that the Mammoth Ice 
Rink located behind the Library 
is open throughout the holiday for 
public skating. For more info, see ad 
p. 2

Sierra Classic Theatre’s 
production of “Lifespan of a Fact” 
opens January 12 at the Edison 
in Mammoth and runs for two 
weekends. For more information, see 
ad p. 2.
The Toyota U.S. Snowboard and 
Free Ski Grand Prix takes place 
the first weekend in February at 
Mammoth Mountain. 
Mammoth Lakes Repertory 
Theater’s production of Neil 
Simon’s Plaza Suite opens February 
9 at the Edison in Mammoth. 

Friday thru
Sunday 

UPCOMING 

TOWN STUFF

Sierra Electric TBDSIERRA    
ELECTRIC 

760-920-3547
Sean Flavin, Owner

Lic # 923994
Service Calls

TOWN STUFF

ONGOING
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LUNCH
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AT THE MOVIES
Fictitious Business Name Statement

The Following Entity 
Is Doing Business As:

Mammoth Vehicle Registration Services

Brett Walters Insurance Agency, LLC.
501 Old Mammoth Rd.#1A, P.O. Box 1572
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a Limited 
Liability Co. The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed herein in June 2011. 
This renewal statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Mono County on Oct.28, 
2022     
File Number 22-142
2022-0199 (12/3, 12/10, 12/17, 12/24)

            TS #2022-0209

We want to hear from you!
The Inyo County Local Transportation Commission is 
currently updating the Inyo County Regional and Active 
Transportation Plan. These plans outline transportation 
improvement projects and funding for the next 20 years. 
We need your input to identify needs and priorities for all 
modes of travel including automobiles, bicycles, pedestri-
ans, transit, aviation, and trucks.
Please visit the following website to participate 
in our survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/
r/2023InyoRTPPublicSurvey
______________________________________________________
¡Queremos saber de usted!
 
El Departamento de Obras Públicas del condado de Inyo 
está actualizando el Plan de Transporte Regional y Activo 
del Condado. Estos planes describen proyectos de mejora 
del transporte y financiamiento para los próximos 20 años. 
Necesitamos su opinión para identificar las necesidades y 
prioridades para todos los modos de transporte, incluidos 
automóviles, bicicletas, peatones, tránsito, aviación y 
camiones.

Visite el siguiente sitio web para participar en nuestra 
encuesta: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2023InyoRT
PEncuestaPublica                                      
                                                                                          TS #2022-0206

Notice of Vacancy 

NOTICE OF ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS OF THE MAMMOTH COMMUNITY WATER 
DISTRICT AMENDING SECTION 6, DIVISION IV OF 
CHAPTER 4 OF THE DISTRICT CODE

The Board of Directors of the Mammoth Community 
Water District (“District”) adopted Ordinance No. 
12-15-22-16 amending the District’s Code during its 
meeting on December 15, 2022.  The ordinance adopts an 
amendment to the District’s Code, Section 6, Division IV 
of Chapter 4.  

Subdivision (a) of Section 6, Division IV of Chapter 4 of 
the District Code is hereby amended and replaced in its 
entirety as follows: 

a) Group medical, dental, vision, and life insurance is 
available to all full- and part-time employees in regular 
positions, and their eligible dependents, who work the 
hours required under the insurance policy in order to be 
eligible to participate. An employee becomes eligible on 
the first day of the month following their employment.

The ordinance was adopted with Directors Cage, Do-
maille, Hylton, Smith, and Thompson voting in favor. 

A copy of the ordinance, in its entirety, is available for 
review at the District office located at 1315 Meridian 
Boulevard, Mammoth Lakes, California 93546.
 A copy may be obtained by contacting Stephanie Hake at 
760-934-2596 ext. 321.                               

                                                                                       TS #2022-0207

Public Input Notice

Notice of Ordinance

Eastern Sierra Area Agency on Aging Advisory Council

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Inyo County Board 
of Supervisors is accepting applications to fill one vacan-
cy on the Eastern Sierra Area Agency on Aging Advisory 
Council ending December 31, 2023.

 The County is specifically recruiting for a family caregiver 
from Inyo or Mono counties. A family caregiver is defined 
as either (1) an adult family member, or other individual, 
who is an informal provider of in-home and community 
care to an older individual with Alzheimer’s disease or 
a related disorder with neurologic and organic brain 
dysfunction; or (2) a grandparent or step-grandparent 
of a child, or a relative of a child by blood, marriage, or 
adoption, who is 55 years of age or older and who lives 
with the child, is the primary caregiver of the child, and 
has a legal relationship with the child such legal custody, 
guardianship or raising the child informally. 

 If you are a family caregiver interested in serving on the 
Eastern Sierra Area Agency on Aging Advisory Council, 
have interest in the welfare of the region’s seniors, and 
are not employed by an entity currently in a subcontract-
ing relationship with ESAAA, please submit your request 
for appointment on or before Friday, January 6 at 5:00 
p.m. to the Board of Supervisors at P.O. Box N, Indepen-
dence, CA  93526 or dellis@inyocounty.us. 

For more information about the Advisory Council, con-
tact the ESAAA Administration at (760) 873-3305

                                                                                      TS #2022-0208

PUBLIC NOTICE
Eastern Sierra Transit Authority is proposing to:
1. Increase Dial-a-Ride fares, excluding Walker Dial-a-Ride
The comment period is December 27, 2022 to January 13, 2023

ESTA Dial-a-Ride - The following fares are proposed:
Current Proposed

Regular Zone 1: $3.00 $4.00
Regular Zone 2: $4.20 $5.00
Youth, Disabled, Senior (Discount):
Discount Zone 1: $2.40 $3.00
Discount Zone 2: $3.60 $4.00

Child (<5 years old): Free Free
Regular 30-day Pass: $108.00 $144.00
Discount 30-day Pass: $86.40  $108.00
Regular 10-Punch Pass: $27.00 $36.00
Discount 10-Punch Pass: $21.60 $27.00
Multi-Zone 10-Punch Pass: $37.80 $45.00
Multi-Zone 10-Punch Discount Pass: $32.40 $36.00

To provide comment, use the following opportunities:
Attend Public Meeting: January 13, 2023, 9:00am,
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7608711901?pwd=VS9TeE4rU0NleWFCY0JTOVhzajEyQT09
Meeting ID: 760 871 1901 Passcode: 753752

OR

Call in by Phone: 1-669-900-9128
Meeting ID: 760 871 1901 Passcode: 753752

Contact ESTA Directly on or before 5pm, January 12, 2023:
Email - info@estransit.com  Phone - 760-872-1901  Facebook - Eastern Sierra Transit

NOTICIA PÚBLICA
Eastern Sierra Transit Authority está proponiendo a:
2.  Incrementar Dial-a-Ride precios, excluyendo Walker Dial-a-Ride
El período de comentarios es 27 de Deciembre 2022 a 13 de Enero 2023

ESTA Dial-a-Ride - Se proponen las siguientes tarifas:
Actual Propuesto

Regular Zona 1: $3.00  $4.00
Regular Zona 2: $4.20 $5.00
Joven, Incapacitado, Mayor de edad (Descuento):
Descuento Zona 1: $2.40    $3.00
Descuento Zona 2: $3.60 $4.00
Joven (<5 años): Free Free

Passe de 30 dias : $108.00 $144.00
Passe de descuento de 30-dias: $86.40  $108.00
Passe regular de 10 viajes: $27.00 $36.00
Passe descuento de 10 viajes: $21.60 $27.00
Passe Multi-Zone 10 viajes (Zona 1 y Zona 2): $37.80 $45.00
Passe Descuento de Multi-Zone 10 viajes
(Zona 1 y Zona 2): $32.40 $36.00

Use las siguientes oportunidades para comentarios:
Asistir a la junta pública: 13 de Enero 2023, 9:00am,
Participar en Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7608711901?pwd=VS9TeE4rU0NleWFCY0JTOVhzajEyQT09
Meeting ID: 760 871 1901 Passcode: 753752

O

Llame a: 1-669-900-9128
Meeting ID: 760 871 1901 Passcode: 753752

Contacto con ESTA directamente antes de las 5pm, 12 de Enero 2023:
Email - info@estransit.com Phone - 760-872-1901 Facebook - Eastern Sierra Transit
(IR 12.22, 12.24, 12.27, 12.29, 12.31, 2022, 01.03, 01.05, 01.07, 01.10, 01.12, 2023 #21353)

            TS #2022-0209

PUBLIC NOTICE
Eastern Sierra Transit Authority is proposing to:
1. Increase Dial-a-Ride fares, excluding Walker Dial-a-Ride
The comment period is December 27, 2022 to January 13, 2023

ESTA Dial-a-Ride - The following fares are proposed:
Current Proposed

Regular Zone 1: $3.00 $4.00
Regular Zone 2: $4.20 $5.00
Youth, Disabled, Senior (Discount):
Discount Zone 1: $2.40 $3.00
Discount Zone 2: $3.60 $4.00

Child (<5 years old): Free Free
Regular 30-day Pass: $108.00 $144.00
Discount 30-day Pass: $86.40  $108.00
Regular 10-Punch Pass: $27.00 $36.00
Discount 10-Punch Pass: $21.60 $27.00
Multi-Zone 10-Punch Pass: $37.80 $45.00
Multi-Zone 10-Punch Discount Pass: $32.40 $36.00

To provide comment, use the following opportunities:
Attend Public Meeting: January 13, 2023, 9:00am,
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7608711901?pwd=VS9TeE4rU0NleWFCY0JTOVhzajEyQT09
Meeting ID: 760 871 1901 Passcode: 753752

OR

Call in by Phone: 1-669-900-9128
Meeting ID: 760 871 1901 Passcode: 753752

Contact ESTA Directly on or before 5pm, January 12, 2023:
Email - info@estransit.com  Phone - 760-872-1901  Facebook - Eastern Sierra Transit

NOTICIA PÚBLICA
Eastern Sierra Transit Authority está proponiendo a:
2.  Incrementar Dial-a-Ride precios, excluyendo Walker Dial-a-Ride
El período de comentarios es 27 de Deciembre 2022 a 13 de Enero 2023

ESTA Dial-a-Ride - Se proponen las siguientes tarifas:
Actual Propuesto

Regular Zona 1: $3.00  $4.00
Regular Zona 2: $4.20 $5.00
Joven, Incapacitado, Mayor de edad (Descuento):
Descuento Zona 1: $2.40    $3.00
Descuento Zona 2: $3.60 $4.00
Joven (<5 años): Free Free

Passe de 30 dias : $108.00 $144.00
Passe de descuento de 30-dias: $86.40  $108.00
Passe regular de 10 viajes: $27.00 $36.00
Passe descuento de 10 viajes: $21.60 $27.00
Passe Multi-Zone 10 viajes (Zona 1 y Zona 2): $37.80 $45.00
Passe Descuento de Multi-Zone 10 viajes
(Zona 1 y Zona 2): $32.40 $36.00

Use las siguientes oportunidades para comentarios:
Asistir a la junta pública: 13 de Enero 2023, 9:00am,
Participar en Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7608711901?pwd=VS9TeE4rU0NleWFCY0JTOVhzajEyQT09
Meeting ID: 760 871 1901 Passcode: 753752

O

Llame a: 1-669-900-9128
Meeting ID: 760 871 1901 Passcode: 753752

Contacto con ESTA directamente antes de las 5pm, 12 de Enero 2023:
Email - info@estransit.com Phone - 760-872-1901 Facebook - Eastern Sierra Transit
(IR 12.22, 12.24, 12.27, 12.29, 12.31, 2022, 01.03, 01.05, 01.07, 01.10, 01.12, 2023 #21353)

They are more intimately familiar with 
the bowel movements of chickens. 

Councilmembers can generally be 
described as liberal pacifists, with the 
exception of Bill Sauser, who can generally 
be described as a good ol’ boy who never 
means no harm … 

I then typed in the words “Inyo County 
Board of Supervisors” just to see if Chat-
GPT’s coverage of public meetings would 
follow a standard pattern. 

Amazingly, the A.I. adapted to the dif-
ference in board and venue.

Inyo County Supervisors met Tuesday 
to talk about ways to generate more rev-
enue without saying the word ‘tax’ or ‘tax 
increase.’

The meeting began with three people 
each making impassioned three-minute 
public comments hoping that God would 
care about the meeting and guide supervi-
sors to wise decisions. 

There was no indication, however, that 

God heard these pleas. Perhaps God was 
too busy taking care of Lionel Messi and 
the Argentinian people. 

During the meeting, Supervisors were 
careful to avoid mentioning taxes - so 
much so that no one even said a word 
with an ‘x’ in it. 

Supervisor Matt Kingsley broke the ice 
by saying, “This is a tough county for a guy 
to get a game of tic-tac-toe [a reference to 
usage of the letter x].” This invited polite 
laughter. Mr. Kingsley laughed, too.  He 
likes Dad jokes almost as much as retired 
Supervisor Dan Totheroh. 

Supervisor Rick Pucci said, “I know 
what I know, and sometimes what I don’t 
know. Sometimes I know there’s no way 
of knowing what I do or don’t know. Per-
sonally, when that happens, I like to tell 
people it’s important to tell us what they 
think THEY know, or don’t know, so I can 
calculate which way the wind blows.” 

Supervisor Jennifer Roeser agreed, nod-
ding her head in soulful understanding. 
“I just want everyone here to know that 

the historical figure I identify with most is 
Pocahontas.” 

Supervisor Jeff Griffiths said, “I just 
want to point out that I sound a lot 
smarter than Pucci … unless you bother to 
transcribe what I say ... I just can't believe 
that Inyo County is getting more liberal 
and yet my fellow board members are 
becoming more conservative. Am I the 
only one around here who thinks Gavin 
Newsom is cool?" 

Yes. 

Okay. I didn't download the app. I made 
up the preceding "stories." I know how 
upset people get when they skim some-
thing without thinking too hard about 
it and then blame us, the reliable news 
source, for, you know, indulging our edito-
rial whims. 

I've laughed at a few of the hand-wring-
ing  stories about ChatGPT that I've read. 
Many are calling it the death knell of the 
academic essay. I mean, what high school 
kid is gonna labor over a writing assign-
ment when he/she can just type in a few 
prompts and then make a few edits to fool 
the instructor into making it seem legit. 

The AI will get better. The pablum will 
improve in style, even if the labor and fact-
checking behind becomes increasingly 
sketchy. People will adapt and accept the 
new smooth-jazz mediocrity. Nature and 
AI abhor a vacuum. 

Hemingway would advise, Ask not for 
whom the bell tolls. Far more literary than 
Lunch's '80s-inspired take - The future's so 
bright, I gotta wear waders.

Happy Holidays!



                   NO CLASS-IFIEDS

Sierra Employment Services, Inc.
is hiring for the following positions:

 
Snow Shoveler – Mammoth

 Personal Attendant – Bishop
 General Laborers – Bishop and Mam-

moth
 Concrete Form Setter/Finisher – 

Mammoth
 Housekeeper – Mammoth

 Cashier – Mammoth
 Electrical/Plumbing Parts Salesper-

son –Mammoth

Call us for details!
 760-924-0523   760-873-8599

www.SierraEmployment.com

Mammoth Hospital is NOW HIRING!
We have an immediate need for the fol-

lowing positions:
· Emergency Medical Technician
· ED Ward Clerk
· Clinical Laboratory Scientist
To view more open positions and apply, 

please visit our website at https://mam-
moth-hospital.breezy.hr/ 

Shilo Inn is accepting applications for FT 
housekeepers, FT maintenance worker and 
Front desk/night auditor. Immediate Front 
Desk opportunity starting at $18/hour. 
Please call Human Resources (Sarina Quin-
tero) at 925.813.2331 or email your resume 
to squintero@marquishotelsgroup.com. 

Mammoth Verizon is accepting applica-
tions for a full time Sales Associate posi-
tion.Wage + Commission + Bonus + paid 
vacation. Typical earnings of $20-$27 per 
hour.No experience is necessary, bilingual 
English/ Spanish is a plus. Please apply in 
person at 126 Old Mammoth Rd, Suite 109, 
Mammoth Lakes. 

Sweetwater Plumbing Inc. Hiring a 
Journeyman Plumber. Full time position. 
Benefits. Job is located in Mammoth Lakes. 
Call 760-914-1266 or email info@sweetwa-
terplumbing for details.

Elixir Superfood & Juice is hiring Restau-
rant Team Members!  We’re looking for fun-
loving, enthusiastic and reliable individuals 
with an interest in healthy living to join our 
growing team. Apply online at enjoyelixir.
com/careers or drop off a resume in person   

Steve’s Auto & Truck Parts in Mam-
moth has an immediate opening for FULL 
TIME Counter Sales Person. Competitive 
pay, 401k, Health Insurance, Vacation Pay 
Stop by the store at 3280 Main St. Mammoth 
Lakes for an application. 

Norco Service Center has opening for a 
bookkeeper 20 to 30 hours per week.
Wage per experience.
760 934-9693Email; norco2@npgcable.com
     Loader Operator needed to run 
Snow Removal Business. (760) 934-9693          
   Housekeepers & Quality Control Staff 
Needed Immediate positions available for 
busy rental management company, both 
Part-time and Full-time. Previous cleaning 
experience preferred but not required, train-
ing provided. Looking for reliable, responsi-
ble, hard-working candidates with a positive 
work ethic, clean drivers license and vehicle 
required. Competitive pay and benefits 
available. Email resume to luis@mammoth-
sierraonline.com, call 760-914-0768 or stop 
by 1914 Meridian Blvd.

Help Wanted Help Wanted

For Rent

Reservations Desk Clerk immediate 
opening at the Double Eagle Resort and 
Spa in June Lake CA (20 min from mam-
moth).  Must have excellent customer 
service and computer skills.  Full or part 
time, health benefits, fitness membership 
and PTO.  Great place to work! Email jobs@
doubleeagle.com

Creekside Spa and Fitness Desk at the 
Double Eagle Resort and Spa, immediate 
opening for enthusiast team member.  Help 
in creating a wonderful experience for our 
spa and fitness center guests.  Customer 
service, computer, cleaning, food service.  
Full or part time, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work!  
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com

Restaurant Server for Eagles Landing 
Restaurant at the popular Double Eagle 
Resort and Spa in June Lake CA.  Experience 
in restaurant service, computers and work-
ing as team member are essential.  Full and 
part time available, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work. 
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com    

Maintenance Supervisor  needed to 
manage a small maintenance team at the 
Double Eagle Resort & Spa in June Lake. You 
will be responsible for ensuring the smooth 
running of upkeep and repair. Must be reli-
able, have technical skills and knowledge of 
various crafts such as carpentry, plumbing 
etc. Leadership and knowledge of admin-
istrative tasks such as scheduling are also 
essential. The goal is to ensure that facilities 
are in  good condition at all times.Compen-
sation based on experience and references. 
We offer health benefits, fitness membership 
and PTO. A great place to work!  

Email jobs@doubleeagle.com
Cooks and Dishwasher jobs available at 

the famous Eagles Landing Restaurant in 
June Lake.  We offer health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO. A great place to work! 
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com 

Mammoth Community Water District’s     
Operations Department is currently recruit-
ing for one permanent Water Treatment 
Plant Operator I/II/III position.  FOR APPLI-
CATION INFORMATION/TO APPLY:  Please 
see the District website https://mcwd.dst.
ca.us/employment/.
  
 Housekeepers wanted: Part time to full 
time, especially on holidays.  Piecework pay, 
depending on the size of the unit.  Must have 
a vehicle.  Please call 760-934-8427.
   Se necesita housekeepers medio tiempo o 
tiempo completo especialmente durante los 
dias festivos. Se paga por pieza dependiendo 
tamano del condo. Necesita tener carro. Si 
le interesa por favor del hablar al 760-934-
8427.

Dental Office: RDH and Front office 
needed, signing bonus offered. Want to 
learn a new skill? Have a great career? We’d 
love to train you. Come join our amazing 
team and skilled Doctors in beautiful Mam-
moth Lakes! Bonuses and benefits! Be ready 
to learn, enthusiastic and customer care 
oriented. No exp. necessary. Call (760)934-
3732 or FAX Resume (760)300-3862

    Alpenhof Lodge is accepting resumes/
applications for Night Audit and Front Desk 
positions.  We are looking for year round, 
full and part time team members that are 
able to work weekends and holidays.  

Housing Option May Be Available For 
The Right Individual. Apply in person at 
6080 Minaret Rd, Mammoth

Work with Vacasa - a growing, dynamic, 
newly public vacation rental company 
with properties all over North America

We are currently looking for Housekeep-
ers in the Mammoth Lakes, CA area.

$23/hr w/ mileage reimbursement. Must 
have reliable transpo. No exp needed.

If you or anyone you know might be 
interested, please visit our website at www.
vacasa.com/careers

    

Mammoth Gear Exchange in Bishop and 
Alpine Approach in Mammoth seek team 
members. ay dependent on experience. 
Mammoth Mountaineering Supply and Al-
pine Approach Ski pass included. Sales help 
wanted. Jobs@Mammothgear.com Inquiries/
resumes to: dave@mammothgear.com
    HOA General Manager Large HOA & 
Rental Company seeking Full Time Gen-
eral Manager to oversee all operations 
with a seasoned staff in place. Looking for 
someone with HOA experience. The ideal 
candidate should be adverse in team build-
ing, hotel operations, HR, budgeting, etc. 
Please send resumes to POB 5038 or info@
butnerhoaservices.com 

     A busy rental office needing assistance-
for a part time or full time front desk 
position. Duties include answering phone 
calls, processing reservations, checking units 
and dealing with customers/owners. Com-
petitive pay. Please email resume at info@
mammothres.
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Help Wanted

    Front Desk Help!  Flexible Hours.  Great 
Pay.  Right at Canyon Lodge so perfect for 
those that have a day job on the mountain.  
Looking for someone for weekends and 
evenings.  Front desk experience a plus but 
not needed.  Looking for someone who loves 
people, front desk, phones, guest experi-
ence, etc.  at 1849 Mountain Rentals across 
from Canyon Lodge.  Submit resume to 
manager@1849condos.com or PO BOX 835, 
Mammoth Lakes, Ca 93546 
    Housekeepers and  Bed Makers for 
busy condo complex at Canyon Lodge.  
1849 Mountain Rentals seeking seasonal 
housekeepers 2-5 days a week.  Experience 
preferred.  Seeking hard working, team 
players to join our staff!  Great pay, family 
atmosphere!  Please stop by 826 Lakeview 
Blvd, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 and ask for 
Dolores.  760-934-7525.  Se Habla Espanol. 

Good Earth Yogurt Is Hiring!
Manager
Good Earth Yogurt is looking to hire an out-
going and versatile team leader with experi-
ence in quick service restaurant operations, 
the ability to work effectively in a fast-paced, 
customer-centered environment and the 
ability to work evenings and weekends on a 
regular basis. This position will be respon-
sible for the daily operations and manage-
ment of the store.
Supervisor
Good Earth Yogurt is looking for a supervi-
sor to join our team. Our ideal candidate 
is a self-starter, punctual, and reliable with 
experience in quick-service restaurant op-
erations. Must be available to work evenings 
and weekends on a regular basis. Restaurant 
experience and over 21 preferred.
Please send resumes to hello@goo-
dearthyogurt.com

Starting Wage
 $20/hr!*

at

Job Openings
Cashiers
Cooks
Prep Cooks
Dishwashers
Bussers
Utility
and many more!

Earn up to $500
Referral Bonus

*Non-tipped positions starting at $20/hr

jbrito@mammothresorts.com

Team Member
perks

Free Ski Pass
1 free meal / shift
Discounts
Career Growth

I heard you ... are in the market for a last-minute gift for your new girlfriend. How about you 
buy back all the cheap crap you gave me last year? -In bitterness, your ex-girlfriend. 

I saw you ... are hoping that Santa fills your stocking with an Advanced Airlines ten-pack. 
Umm. Money’s a little tight right now. How about a six-pack of beer from Mammoth Liquor and a 
four-pack of batteries for your favorite pleasuring device? 

In search of ... a stocking stuffer to celebrate New Year’s with, but will settle for a four-pack of 
batteries. 

I saw you ... in line at Vons and it made me say to myself, “Wow, I’d like to drink his special 
batch of nog.” 

Crowley Lake 2 bed 2.5 bath home. 
McGee Creek area, beautiful and secluded. 
$2,950 per month + security deposit. Visit 
www.RentBishop.com to see listing and 
photos or call 760-872-3188 for showing and 
application information.

 Beautiful 3 Bed, 3 Bath, home with 2 
car garage for Seasonal Rental.  Beauti-
ful views of the mountains from the back 
deck.  Located within walking distant to the 
village and Mammoth Knolls trail. Recently 
remodeled, fully furnished. Available from 
12/15/22.  Call 760-934-1857

Searching for a business tenant - Duplex 
for rent close to village.  Great for workforce 
housing! One unit is a self contained 1 bed 
apartment with kitchen, full bath and pri-
vate deck.  Second unit is a 3 bed, 2 full bath 
with kitchen and private deck.  Can rent 
furnished or unfurnished.  Available from 
12/1/22. Call 800-464-5496

i;wd�Mammolh 
Now Hiring Winter Driving Jobs! Up 

to $25/HR + Tips sss PT/FT 
Servicing town and Mammoth/Bishop Airports 

No commercial license required 
Share your love and knowledge of the Sierra 

while making great money! 
Call Scottie 760-914-7433 
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By Pike

Communication. Five syllables. Four 
too many. Short words in short 
sentences – but, sometimes, long, 

because sameness numbs the reader. 
And keep it straightforward. Active voice. 
Specific, concise, and simple communi-
cation. It’s one of Jeff Bezos’s “communi-
cation tools” Carmine Gallos reveals in 
The Bezos Blueprint, a book that presents 
“the communication and leadership 
secrets of Jeff Bezos and how to master 
them.” 

E.g.: When Bezos spoke at Princeton’s 
2010 Commencement, he kept it short. 
“1,353 words, 88 sentences, and… [a] 
‘readability score’ of grade 7,” writes 
Gallo. As in, seventh graders would be 
able to understand what Bezos was 
getting at. The speech itself was about 
choices: “In the end, we are our choices.” 
Dumbledore-esque. 

The point: “A seventh grade readability 
score does not mean that Bezos sounds 
like a seventh grader,” writes Gallo. “It 
simply tells us how much mental energy 
the listener or reader expends to absorb 
and understand the information. The 

GET TO THE POINT

BOOKS  
The Bezos Blueprint
Carmine Gallo
St. Martin’s Press
272 pages

• Before a property can be rented on a nightly basis, applicants are subject to an 
approval process as well as a property rental inspection. 

• A condition of approval is based on the zone in which the property is 
located. The Town zoning map consists of 19 different zoning blocks. 
The zoning blocks where nightly rentals are allowed include, Downtown, 
Residential Multi-Family 2, Resort, North Village Specific Plan and Mixed  
Lodging/Residential.

• There are several resources available to determine if a property can be rented 
on a nightly basis. Under the Finance Department section on the Town 
website is a page titled, Transient Occupancy Tax Information, where potential 
operators can research the Town zoning map, the Town Zoning Guide and a 
TOT Property Search Tool.

• The Town has a team dedicated to assisting owners and property managers in 
obtaining the certifications necessary to conduct legal nightly rentals.

• The maximum fines for conducting illegal nightly rentals have recently been 
approved by the Mammoth Lakes Town Council to increase from $1,000 per 
day up to $5,000 per day.

• The Finance Department can answer questions from property owners and 
realtors confirming the eligibility of a property to be rented nightly based on 
the zoning restrictions.

 TownofMammothLakes.ca.gov           Town of Mammoth Lakes

       Did you know that nightly rentals 
are restricted by zoning regulations  
within Mammoth Lakes?

DID YOU KNOW?

If you have questions about zoning for nightly rentals, please contact the 
Finance Department at 760-965-3660.

easier it is to follow a speech or presenta-
tion, the more likely it is that your audi-
ence will remember your message and 
take action on it.” 

Simple-speak isn’t dumb. It’s acces-
sible. So, you remember it. 

The same goes for metaphors, explains 
Gallo.

Bezos’s biggest one: “It’s always Day 
One.” The metaphor fostered a start-up 
mindset. No matter how big Amazon got 
– no matter how successful – there would 
always be something new to achieve. 
“A Day One leader, according to Bezos, 
always reminds people to think and act 
like they’re working in a start-up, finding 
opportunities to learn, grow, innovate, 
and create,” Gallo writes. 

With a simple metaphor, Bezos 
conveys a company-wide philosophy: 
innovate, always. 

What to do with these simple sentenc-
es and all-encompassing metaphors? 

According to Bezos: tell stories. 
“Storytelling is a trust-building skill 

that played a major role in the develop-
ment of our species,” writes Gallo. When 
our ancestors met around the fire, they 
told stories. “Those men and women who 
had mastered the art of storytelling were 
widely admired among the tribespeople 
and often seen as the group’s leaders,” 

writes Gallo. “Storytellers used this skill 
to earn trust, influence behavior, en-
courage cooperation, and build a strong 
culture based on shared values.” 

People who can tell good stories are 
priceless. Which is why, in 2004, Bezos 
banned Powerpoint. Instead, executives 
would have to write memos that narrated 
their ideas. The memos would be read 
and discussed at the meeting.

Bezos explained the switch: “The 
reason writing a good 4-page memo is 
harder than ‘writing’ a 20-page Power-
point is because the narrative structure 
of a good memo forces better thought 
and better understanding of what’s more 
important than what, and how things are 
related. Powerpoint-style presentations 
somehow give permission to gloss over 
ideas, flatten out any sense of relative 
importance, and ignore the interconnect-
edness of ideas.” 

In this way, Bezos harnessed the power 
of stories to change the landscape of 
many American industries. And, often, 
he did so by working backward. 

Bezos wrote the letter that accom-
panied the release of Amazon Prime a 
couple months before the product’s re-
lease. That’s how things worked. For the 
Kindle, creators wrote the press release 
before creating the product. Having a 

clear idea of what the product should be 
– what it should do and how one should 
experience it – helped keep the customer 
first when it came to actually developing 
the game-changing e-reader. 

Gallo’s book is filled with many more 
tools, accompanied by anecdotes and 
statistics that explain how they work and 
how you can implement them in your 
own life. 

The last thing I’ll mention comes at 
the start of the book and might convince 
you to pick it up: In a report from Indeed.
com, “Communication skills – both writ-
ten and verbal – topped the list of eleven 
skills that employers desire most,” writes 
Gallo. “Teamwork and leadership skills 
came in second and third, both of which 
are enhanced by learning to speak and 
write effectively.” 

Here that, future employers? Here’s 
another: “According to surveys of hiring 
managers, writing and communication 
are the most sought-after skills across 
nearly every industry and even technical 
fields,” Gallo writes.

If you want a solid foundation in com-
munication skills, Gallo’s book is a good 
place to start. To put it simply…

If you want to be great, buy it. 
Simpler: Buy book. Be great. 



HORRORSCOPES
By Clouds McCloud
Capricorn: The Stars are predicting a 
very full year ahead for you. But since you 
get bored easily, this is good news. Your 
key to smooth sailing with be to commu-
nicate well. After all, the only way to re-
ally get what you want is to ask for it. And 
it’s okay to want things, like a fulfilling 
career, a nice car, a comfortable home, 
regular back (and front) rubs, affordable 
health insurance, happy endings, etc. 
So instead of being your usual reticent 
self, adopt this new motto for 2023: Say It 
Loud, Say It Proud. 
Aquarius: As we bid 2022 adieu, it looks 
like you’ll be leaving behind some chal-
lenges you’ve had to overcome. Con-
gratulations! As a reward, the Stars are 
reporting your passions will be renewed 
this year and now is the perfect time to 
begin truly sharing your spiritual gifts 
with the world. And the world can really 
use some help, some empathy and some 
more group hugs, right now. As fellow 
Aquarian Oprah counsels, “The biggest 
adventure you can take is to live the life 
of your dreams.” 
Pisces: The Stars say you’ll be “movin' 
on up like George and Weezie.” But it 
won’t be easy. You’ll have to bust your 
ass, be humble and accept guidance—
even if it’s sometimes tough to hear and 
makes you want to kick something, like 
an inflatable Grinch. And as the Grinch 
has said, “One man’s toxic sludge is an-
other man’s potpourri.”
Aries: As we leave 2022 in the rearview 
mirror, Jupiter has reentered Aries. The 
Stars say this means you should expect 

inspiration and independence to be two 
big themes for you this year. You will not 
only find these classic Aries traits in your 
life, you’ll help provide them for oth-
ers. That’s why your words of inspiration 
come from some English Aries. From 
Aries–cusp, the late Queen Elizabeth II, 
“It is often the small steps, not the giant 
leaps, that bring about the most lasting 
change.” And from his royalty, Elton John, 
“I’m still standing better than I ever did. 
Looking like a true survivor. Feeling like a 
little kid.”
Taurus: Steady and smooth is how the 
Stars are predicting your 2023 will go. It 
just so happens these traits also come in 
handy for amorous purposes, too. Here 
are some spice-it-up lines for you to 
use - no charge! 4) “Is your middle name 
‘Beaver?’ Because—dam you look good!” 
6) “Is it hot in here or is it just you?” 10) 
“I really believe in following my dreams, 
so please lead the way to the naked hot 
tubbing.”
Gemini: Forward progress and a stronger 
sense of freedom are in your astrologi-
cal forecast for 2023. The Stars are also 
saying it will be an especially lucky one 
for you. This doesn’t mean you should 
hit Vegas—or even Reno—hard. But a 
little wager on a favorite football team or 
some video poker at Wanaaha might be 
favorable. Of course, the best thing to bet 
on is yourself, especially if you’re getting 
plenty of exercise, fresh air and teepee 
time with your favorite tribal member.
Cancer: The Stars are saying 2023 will 
be a very lucky year for you. While this 

is good news, you are warned not to 
be wasteful or overly extravagant. You 
wouldn’t want to use up all your good 
fortune at once and then have to apply 
for more good fortune at much higher 
interest rates. From poet and fellow 
Water Sign, Anne Sexton, “Saints have no 
moderation, nor do poets, just exuber-
ance.” And from W. Somerset Maugham, 
“Excess on occasion is exhilarating. It 
prevents moderation from acquiring the 
deadening effect of a habit.”
Leo: 2023 looks favorable for you, both 
professionally and personally, with some 
positive surprises and opportunities. So 
stay positive and keep putting the effort 
in. As a couple of classic Leo mantras go: 
“I don’t chase. I attract.” “What is mean 
for me finds me.” And as one of Clouds 
favorite mantras goes, “I’m super-Cali-
fragilistic-manifesting-super-dope-sh!t.”
Virgo: Improving and expanding are a 
couple of themes for Virgos in 2023. As 
the new year progresses, you should feel 
more empowered and supported than 
you have in the past, especially this past 
year. That’s why Clouds would like to 
share some positive thoughts with you 
attached to two of your lucky numbers. 
3) Self-confidence always looks good on 
you, so be sure to dress appropriately. 5) 
A flower doesn’t think about comparing 
itself with other flowers. It just blooms.
Libra: The Stars are reporting that 2023 
should be a balanced year for you. You 
should see some positive vibes in your 
work and financial pursuits. Meanwhile, 
you may see some challenges in your 

personal life. But you can help both by 
working on having good communication 
and doing things that keep you healthy 
and at peace. A regular exercise routine, 
including things like yoga and lots of time 
in nature, would be beneficial. As an old 
yogi might say, “Inhale the future, exhale 
the past.”
Scorpio: You should be happy to hear 
that 2023 will be a much better and more 
enjoyable year than the last. Your home 
life will be one area of improvement, 
which includes your closest relation-
ships. As spring blossoms, the Stars 
are going to give you chances to work 
through any challenges you’ve had—or 
created—so you can clear the way to 
really let your garden grow. To help, here 
are a couple of gardening-related quotes. 
From Rachel Carson, “In nature, nothing 
exists alone.” And from Clouds, “When-
ever you’re afraid of tilling any garden, 
just remember that the only thing you 
need grow to get started is a pear.”  
Sagittarius: The Stars are reporting 
that the new year will be highlighted by 
change, especially where children are 
involved. You will also be offered good 
opportunities to travel and to expand 
your mind. The Stars are warning that if 
you want to make the most out of what 
this year has to offer, you’ll need to get a 
hold of your lazy side. Of course, fellow 
Sag Winston Churchill was famous for 
being lazy, but did accomplish a lot and 
once even noted, “You can always count 
on Americans to do the right thing—after 
they’ve tried everything else.” 
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SAGEBRUSH TALES

FUELED UP ON GAS STATION MOCHA
KLUSMIRE
By Klusmire

This seems to be a good time to 
divulge a little secret that should 
make life much simpler and richer. 

Oops, sorry. There are no more “secrets to 
divulge.” Now we have “life hacks.” Okay, 
fine. Here is a little life hack that should 
come in handy for busy folks. 

With winter settling in with cold days 
and freezing nights, a nice hot cup of cof-
fee is almost essential to getting through 
the day. 

And a mocha is better than just coffee. 
And there are times when gas station 

mocha should be your go-to hot drink. 
That’s right. Gas station mocha that comes 
sputtering out of two different machines 
in the convenience store section of your 
local gas station. 

Hold on and hold off on the quick draw 
condemnation of anything less than a 
hand-crafted mocha created by a skilled 
barista. Like everyone else, I enjoy an 
artful combination of full-strength coffee 
and smooth chocolate. And I certainly 
buy, drink and appreciate plenty of those 
coffee shop mochas, including the regular, 
Mexican and white mocha variety. 

But ... 
There are days when you just don’t need 

fair-trade, organic coffee mixed with com-
munally harvested organic chocolate from 
a profit-sharing farm. Granted, that com-
bination creates a drink boasting a lovely 
bouquet and a smooth “mouth feel,” not 
to mention a textualized blend of distinct 
flavors with hints of mystery and joy. Then 
there is the presentation. The barista puts 
on a bit of a show with some flashy but 
tightly controlled moves then tops off the 
show and the mocha with a nice drizzle in 
some cases, a bit of foam in a crafty little 
design in others. 

Let’s not discount the ambiance. Each 
shop has its own, whether it’s the Stellar 
Brew, Black Velvet Coffee, Mammoth Cof-
fee Roasters, both Looney Beans or Black 
Sheep. Warm, friendly, great smells, a 
smiley friendly staff. Enticing pastries and 
sweets and snacks and goodies. Pleasant 
all the way around. 

There are days, though, when pleasant 
is not what you want or need. Work is a 
stress-filled, deadline driven catastrophe, 
the family is more annoying than usual, 
the car is a mess, the relatives want to stay 
for three days on the couch, with their 
dog, your neighbor just “discovered” Led 
Zeppelin and wants to share that musical 
joy with everyone, and things generally 
suck.

But you can’t go back home, crawl into 
bed and pull the covers over your head 
and hope everything will just take care of 
itself. You are the only one who can take 
care of it all. You have to make your world 
go around and not go completely off track. 

You need a huge jolt of caffeine and 
sugar and chocolate that you can make in 
minutes and then literally chug down on 
the way back to your car. 

You don’t need happy chatter from a 
perky barista, no matter how well-mean-
ing. Welcoming ambiance is not neces-
sary. And you definitely do not want to 
bump into anyone you know for fear you 
will just snarl at them and stomp off. 

You need a full-strength gas station 
mocha. Here is the recipe I like. 

Go to the hot drink section and look at 
the options. Most places have a choice 

of hot chocolate and mocha and other 
“flavors.” Tap the chocolate button and 
see how chocolatey it looks in the cup. 
Then hit a bit of mocha. Pick the one that 
is darkest and fill a cup about two-thirds 
full. Essential Tip: watch for when the 
chocolate or mocha flavoring gives way to 
dirty looking hot water. Pull the cup away 
and don’t dilute your drink. 

Move on to the coffee. Don’t look at the 
brand displayed on the coffee dispenser 
except to make sure it is fully caffeinated. 
You are after caffeine, not hints of hazel-
nut. Put in some coffee but leave enough 

“room” for more stuff. 
The stuff in question is the creamer. Va-

nilla is good. Hazelnut is now acceptable. 
Mix them if you are into magic in a cup. 
Pour in three or four of the little plastic 
creamer containers. Do not under any 
circumstances try to look at the ingredi-
ents in said “creamers.” It’s all sugars and 
chemicals. That’s why they are so tasty. 

The final step is the sugar. Add a bunch, 
at least three packets to nix the noxious-
ness of the coffee and add some kick. Stir 
vigorously. Pay. The whole show should 
take less than three minutes and cost less 

than a regular coffee shop cup of coffee. 
There you have it. A potent mixture of 

caffeine, sugar, chocolate, chemicals and 
god knows what else. 

You didn’t have to admire the decor, 
order anything, wear a forced smile, fidget 
while waiting for your drink or endure idle 
chit-chat. 

Swill that yummy yucky sucker down 
and go out and battle the world fully forti-
fied for the fight. 

Jon Klusmire of Bishop has also been 
know to enjoy a gas station hot dog, but 
that’s a story for a different day. 
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