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I checked the Vegas lines today to see what some of the betting props are 
for 2023. 

Odds Dan Holler will retire as Mammoth’s Town Manager in October, 
2023 as he has previously stated he would: 22%

Over/under on the final all-in cost of the CRC (Ice Rink): $17.6 million
Odds of either Nate Greenberg or Bob Lawton not surviving as CAO of 

their respective counties in 2023: 14%. 
Odds of Lunch property burning down in 2023: Off the board. Vegas won’t 

touch that one. 

I didn’t harp too much on the Fairview Fire in this issue, though I did 
laugh when I reread the editorial I wrote about getting sued in the fire’s 
aftermath by California Indian Legal Services. 

For the uninitiated, after my Bishop neighborhood burned on July 8, 
torching nine homes, Michael Godbe of Indian Legal Services subsequently 
sent out a letter on August 1. It said, “We write you today to inform you of 
what we know will be upsetting and confusing news: that you do not own 
the real property identified as [insert address here] ... this land is Trust 
property owned by the federal government and held in trust for our clients.” 

The letter explains that a long-dead Tribal member named Esther Wat-
terson subdivided and sold off parcels of land from 1949-1956 without the 
federal government’s approval or consent, and argues those and all future 
conveyances are void. 

The letter also claims that Watterson was forced to sell the land because 
the county had continued to illegally charge her property tax, creating an 
undue financial burden. 

It all sounds pretty compelling, and the Inyo Register ran a story last week 
which essentially treated the letter as gospel.

What the Inyo Register didn’t do in its careless reporting was bother to 
talk with Inyo-Mono Title. 

But we shouldn’t blame the Register too much. Calfornia Indian Legal 
Services rents downstairs office space from Inyo-Mono Title. It’s a whole 
flight of stairs. Mr. Godbe didn’t consult with Inyo-Mono Title president 
Jerry Core before sending his letters, either. 

Nor has anyone from Inyo County or the U.S. Department of the Interior 

FAREWELL TO ‘22

or the Bureau of Indian Affairs spoken to Mr. Core. 
Core says all these agencies have done “inept research.” 
If they did any research at all. 
“We are the title company. That’s our business. We have documentation 

that shows the Department of Interior released restrictions [on the land].”
This documentation was in the form of a letter written in 1948. As my title 

insurance company explained, “In 1948, the BIA (Bureau of Indian Affairs) 
executed a written order removing all restrictions on sale from the Property 
expressly for the purpose of subdivision and sale to parties outside of the 
Paiute tribe.”

In October, a follow-up letter from Godbe told property owners that the 
matter remains under investigation. I’ve heard nothing since. 

My favorite moment in this whole sordid affair occurred the same week 
I was writing the initial story. I had just gotten off the phone with Godbe 
when I received the following submission to The Sheet website:

“Hi my name is Tristan Stidham, I am a staff attorney at California Indian 
Legal Services, I just wanted to inquire about running an ad for the evic-
tion defense/homelessness prevention program we have just started up in 
the Eastern Sierras [sic] where we provide free legal aid to Inyo, Mono and 
Alpine County residents. We already have the image created, so I would 
appreciate any details on how to run it or get it printed in The Sheet. Thank 
you!

My draft reply as published in the August 20 issue:
Dear Tristan, 
Sounds like a great program. I know a number of local residents who 

could use eviction defense. But it might be awkward having you offer me 
free legal aid so you can defend me against you. 

With a nod to Johnny Paycheck, why don’t you take your ad and shove it?

Skier fatality 

Late breaking news ... Kevin Kershisnik, 58, of Long Beach and second 
homeowner in Mammoth died Monday as a result of injuries sustained in a 
collision at Mammoth Mountain. 

He and his husband and partner of 22 years Rory Sheehan had just gotten 
off Chair 25 and were making their way down to The Mill when Kershisnik 
was reportedly smashed into in the area behind Chair 10 by a snowboarder 
traveling at a high rate of speed coming from the direction of Upper Solitude 
off Chair 5. 

*Deja vu for Lunch, as he was wiped out by a high speed skier in the same 
area, same description and knocked unconscious in April, 2021. 

Kershisnik grew up in Rock Springs, Wyoming and learned to ski at Jack-
son Hole, so ... he was a very good skier. Professionally, he was a life insur-
ance broker and was just two years from retirement. 

Sheehan had been skiing in front of his husband and did not see the ac-
cident but apparently plenty of witness statements were taken. 

Sheehan said he heard a crash and then a snap behind him and when he 
turned around, he saw his husband face-down in the snow, bleeding pro-
fusely from his mouth. 

He regained consciousness after a few minutes and was then transported 
to Mammoth Hospital.

Sheehan said Kevin kept asking him ‘what happened?’ 
A CT scan revealed severe hemhorraging and extensive internal injuries. 
Kershisnik died on the Lifeflight to Reno according to his friend Tim 

Sulger. 
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Between my finger and my thumb    
The squat pen rests; snug as a gun.

Under my window, a clean rasping sound    
When the spade sinks into gravelly ground:    
My father, digging. I look down

Till his straining rump among the flowerbeds    
Bends low, comes up twenty years away    
Stooping in rhythm through potato drills    
Where he was digging.

The coarse boot nestled on the lug, the shaft    
Against the inside knee was levered firmly. 
He rooted out tall tops, buried the bright edge deep 
To scatter new potatoes that we picked, 
Loving their cool hardness in our hands.

By God, the old man could handle a spade.    
Just like his old man.

My grandfather cut more turf in a day 
Than any other man on Toner’s bog. 
Once I carried him milk in a bottle 
Corked sloppily with paper. He straightened up 
To drink it, then fell to right away 
Nicking and slicing neatly, heaving sods 
Over his shoulder, going down and down 
For the good turf. Digging.

The cold smell of potato mould, the squelch and slap 
Of soggy peat, the curt cuts of an edge 
Through living roots awaken in my head. 
But I’ve no spade to follow men like them.

Between my finger and my thumb 
The squat pen rests. 
I’ll dig with it.

by Seamus Heaney

DiggingDigging
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/from The Sheet May 28/

2022. For Lunch, it was 
another year, another house 
fire. For others, it was a 
Wild(man) ride. For everyone, 
it was soaring prices, labor 
shortages, brisk business and 
a whole lot of stress. Of note: 
There was a definite uptick in 
high profile criminal activity. 

“Without the spectacular natural environment that surrounds us, we truly 
are ... a glorified bus stop.”

                                      -Paul Oster on Mammoth

“Making the best of what we have is a dying art.”

  -Bea Beyer

They Said It:

The animus and distrust has been 
building for some time. 

This week, contention over 
the hiring process for the next Mam-
moth High School Principal pushed the 
low-throated grumbling into something 
more of an insistent roar. 

As parent Jena Wight said after the 
public session of Monday’s meeting of 
the Mammoth Unified School District 
Board, when former Mammoth in-
structor and current Bishop Assistant 
Principal Casey O’Neill was not granted 
an interview for the MHS Principal job 
opening, “That was the straw that broke 
the camel’s back.” 

MHS parents and faculty- at least a 
faction thereof- are displeased with the 
leadership of MUSD Superintendent 
Jennifer Wildman and the MUSD Board. 

As Monday’s board agenda involved 
board evaluation of Ms. Wildman, this 
drew a small protest from a crowd of 20 
or so down the hill from the District of-
fices before the meeting began. 

Then at the meeting, four parents of 
MUSD students made public comment 

before the board went into closed ses-
sion. 

Ms. Wildman was not present for the 
public comment portion. 

Daniel Gammons said MUSD school 
closures (which have been more preva-
lent here than in other districts, notably 
Bishop) have severely impacted student 
mental health. “The administration is 
not acting in the best interest of our three 
kids,” he said. “Closing schools was un-
derstandable when the pandemic began 
… but we are no longer ignorant, so stop 
acting like we are.” 

Chelsea Brown echoed Gammons’ 
remarks. She works in health care, and 
said throughout the pandemic, she’s 
seen people with all sorts of physical/be-
havioral issues unrelated to Covid. 

Message being - we’re all craving a 
return to routine, and kids need to be in 
the classroom. 

She was therefore puzzled as to why, 
after the two-week school closure in 
January, the District also decided to take 
spring break. 

How come the Covid closures weren’t 

Ms. Wildman subsequently resigned 
two months later. Mr. O’Neill was hired 
as MHS Principal. Former Principal 
Annie Rinaldi was then hired to replace 
Wildman.  

treated like excess snow days which 
could/should be made up. How come 
parents weren’t consulted? “When do we 
get to become participants?” 

The Sheet did a ride-along with Inyo 
County’s Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS), 

partnered with IMACA (Inyo Mono Ad-
vocates for Community Action), which 
conducted a point-in-time (PIT) count 
on Wednesday evening of people experi-
encing homelessness in Bishop. 

According to employees of Inyo’s HHS 
Department, homelessness has been 
increasing overall in the county during 
the past few years. 

During the two hours, we encountered 
perhaps 10 people, but saw around thirty 
different vehicles dispersed in the brush 
and surrounding area. 

The homeless population we spoke to 
included a diverse demographic, includ-
ing those who choose to be homeless, 

and those who have no other option. 
This included young people who have 
come to the area to devote their time to 
rock climbing and “would rather be tied 
down to four wheels than four walls”, 
and older people squeezed out of their 
dwellings due to increasingly high rent 
prices. 

A 63-year old long-time local woman 
who has been homeless since 2015 and 
living in her Honda Civic, unable to pay 
rent with her $1,000-dollar-a-month 
Supplemental Security Income.

Parked alongside truckers on Route 
6, she explained that she often tries to 
make herself look like a man, “because 
there can be creepers”.  

CASEY AT THE BAT
MHS parents, staff fume at MUSD Superintendent and board 

HOMELESS OR HOME FREE? 

/from The Sheet February 26/
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more HEADLINES, page 7

The Year in
Moratoriums

This is the conundrum in a place 
where there is very little private land, 
where wealthy outsiders can outbid 
locals for real estate, and where Airbnb 
makes every homeowner a small busi-
nessman - we’ve achieved an imbal-
ance between housing for locals and 
housing as investment. 

Ergo, some local politicians have 
suggested limiting permits for nightly 
housing rentals, or at the very least, 
establishing a moratorium on the issu-
ance of those permits until it “studies” 
the issue. 

Mono County opted to enact a mora-
torium on short-term rental applica-
tions in May.

Inyo County followed suit in Decem-
ber. 

The Town of Mammoth Lakes has 
resisted the trend. As Councilman Bill 
Sauser said during a Council discus-
sion in February, “There are those who 
think we have too many tourists in 
town and the advent of Vrbo and Airb-
nb has cost us a lot of monthly rentals 
we would’ve otherwise had for work-
force housing. But the proof or disproof 
of that is basically all anecdotal.” 

Local realtor Cynthia Fleming wasn’t 
as diplomatic. “There is no corner of 
free enterprise that California and 
now Mammoth Lakes will not seek to 
destroy.” 

HEADLINES
continued from page 4

“Oh Sandra, your ass, your ass. If only Castro could have seen your 
ass. He would’ve forgotten all about the revolution.”

                               -One of Sandra Medina’s ex-husbands

They Said It:

Full-Time Positions
all positions include competitive benefits package

Police Officer » $84,729-$102,989
Recreation Supervisor » $52,501 -$73,874 
Adult Programming & Facility Operations 

Recreation Supervisor » $52,501 -$73,874 
Community Recreation Center (CRC) Programming & Facility Operations

Temporary Seasonal Positions
Administrative Coordinator CED  »  $18.80 - $21.76/hr 
Recreation Intern » $15.50 - $17.09/hr
Hot Shots Basketball

Recreation Facilities Staff » $16.28 - $18.84/hr 
Ice Rink   

Temporary Snow Removal Operator » $27.52 - $31.86/hr
Class A or B License Required           

For more information and to apply:
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov • (760) 965-3663

JOB OPENINGS

 PUBLIC  NOTICES   
We want to hear from you!
The Inyo County Local Transportation Commission is 
currently updating the Inyo County Regional and Active 
Transportation Plan. These plans outline transportation 
improvement projects and funding for the next 20 years. 
We need your input to identify needs and priorities for all 
modes of travel including automobiles, bicycles, pedestri-
ans, transit, aviation, and trucks.
Please visit the following website to participate 
in our survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/
r/2023InyoRTPPublicSurvey
______________________________________________________
¡Queremos saber de usted!
 
El Departamento de Obras Públicas del condado de Inyo 
está actualizando el Plan de Transporte Regional y Activo 
del Condado. Estos planes describen proyectos de mejora 
del transporte y financiamiento para los próximos 20 años. 
Necesitamos su opinión para identificar las necesidades y 
prioridades para todos los modos de transporte, incluidos 
automóviles, bicicletas, peatones, tránsito, aviación y 
camiones.

Visite el siguiente sitio web para participar en nuestra 
encuesta: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2023InyoRT
PEncuestaPublica                                      
                                                                                          TS #2022-0206

The Year in Rate Hikes 

With inflation on the march in 2022, 
it seems like most folks, particularly 
government agencies, felt like they had 
political “cover” to raise rates. 

Mammoth Community Water 
District announced a 2-2.5% annual 
increase through 2026. That was in 
February. 

The Town of Mammoth’s 2022-2023 
budget featured a 10% increase in labor 
costs. 

Mammoth Lakes Tourism floated 
the idea of a TBID (Tourism Business 
Improvement District) rate hike in May 
as part of its TBID renewal push. 

The increase in rates would be to 
fund an expanded air service program. 

MLT ultimately abandoned the idea 
of a rate hike, but is still pushing for a 
10-year renewal (versus the five-year 
terms previously sought). 

The Village at Mammoth sought to 
hike its “civic” fee, which is supposed 
to help fund marketing and events. 

Mammoth Lakes Town Council gave 
itself a pay raise in August from $735 to 
$1,029 per month. 

Not to be left behind, Inyo County 
floated the idea of increasing its bed tax 
rate from 12% to 14%. That didn’t make 
it out of the planning stages, though 
Inyo Supervisors did put a measure on 
the November ballot proposing to ex-
tend transient occupancy tax collection 
to campgrounds and RV parks. 

The measure was defeated. 
In December, Mammoth Town 

Council amended its agreement with 
Mammoth Disposal, paving the way for 
10% annual rate increases over the next 
few years. 

As Lunch observed in June, “Various 
local leaders have told us that tax in-
creases don’t matter. That the traveling 
public expects wallet-assault. That they 
don’t look at how the bills are itemized. 
That it won’t affect their travel deci-
sions. But this is what I know. I have 
a daughter who lives in Carlsbad. I 
tend to visit her every month. And the 
taxes and resort fees have absolutely 
changed my consumer behavior … “

The Year in Schat
In July, Bishop Planning Commis-

sion granted a conditional-use permit 
to local businessman Aaron Schat to 
remodel the former Sterling Heights 
Senior Center into a 69-unit apartment 
building. 

Lunch wasn’t too impressed with the 
plan:

You know a developer is full of crap 
when they keep telling you that you’ve 
got to approve their substandard proj-
ect because otherwise “it won’t pencil.” 

Why should the City of Bishop and 
surrounding neighborhoods suffer 
because Aaron Schat might stand to 
make less money than he thinks it’s his 
God-given right to make? Why did the 
planning commission give Mr. Schat a 
pass after identifying glaring shortcom-
ings in his plans? 

It did not appear as if Mr. Schat had 
adequately performed his due dili-
gence before purchasing the Sterling 
Heights property for $4 million.

But he got his pass because he’s 
Aaron Schat and he’s bought up half 
the town at this point. So no one wants 
to cross the Big Cheese. I mean, if you 
cross him, maybe he won’t buy your 
business next. 

Schat’s proposal is to take the now-
defunct 72-unit assisted living facility 
and turn it into a 69-unit apartment 
complex. 

The 72 units were formerly occu-
pied by folks who didn’t have a large 
footprint. The vast majority didn’t have 
cars. Many never left the property - or 
if they did, they were ferried by van to 
appointments. 

It was stated at the meeting that there 
were generally 10-15 cars parked in the 
facility’s underground lot - generally 
those of employees. 

Schat said he envisions a single 
adult, professional building where the 
goal is one person per room. 

When told that his vision of 69 
eunuchs who live to work and work 
only could open him up to charges of 
housing discrimination, Schat replied 
that the residents will have to get a job 
through him to get the housing, so he‘ll 
be able to know who’s coming through 
the facility. 

Translation: We will not engage in 
housing discrimination because our 
efforts at employment discrimination 
should weed out married couples and 
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“I don’t understand how to reach our locals.”

                               -Bill Sauser

They Said It:

/from The Sheet August 6/

families and children and anything 
that may distract our employees from 
getting to work on time. 

And if people do want to mingle, it’s 
likely Schat’s fervent hope that they’ll 
mingle with fellow residents but live in 
separate studios - so no further impact 
on parking or project density. Hmm. 
Maybe they should begin sponsoring 
2nd floor keggers on Tuesday nights. 

Schat’s plan is for 58 studios of 
324-square feet and 11 two-room units 
of 648-square feet. 

Proposed rents are $1,000 for the 
studios and $1,500 for the “deluxe.” 

The project envisions 75 parking 
spaces for the 69 units. 

Current city code calls for a 2-1 
parking/unit ratio. Or, if Schat were 
required to meet code, 138 parking 
spaces. 

But since Sterling Heights is classi-
fied as a pre-existing, non-conforming 
use, code is deemed irrelevant. 

The nightmare scenario would be 
if every resident entertained “guests,” 
family members, et. al. and suddenly 
you have double the residents and 
perhaps double the cars. 

City planners said they have no legal 
means to disallow guests or to monitor 
apartment densities. 

What that potentially means is that 
you’re gonna have vehicles spilling out 
far and wide into the quiet streets of 
east Brooklyn, er, Bishop. 

*Mr. Schat’s project was subsequently 
red-tagged when he failed to obtain the 
appropriate building permits. 

The Year in Weather 
We began by reporting on a record 

drought, but by August, there was record 
flood. 

First, record drought - not that such 
news ever slaked the appetite of the Los 
Angeles Department of Water and Power. 

From the April 30 edition:
So what happens when you learn that 

water runoff is 47% of normal, a year after 
experiencing the lowest runoff year ever 
recorded? 

If you’re the Los Angeles Depart-
ment of Water and Power (LADWP), you 
counterintuitively suggest pumping even 
more groundwater out of the Owens Val-
ley than you did the year before. 

LADWP has proposed pumping 
between 67,210-86,300 AF (acre-feet) of 

water this coming year. 
Last year, it pumped approximately 

62,500 acre-feet. 
Inyo County Water Commissioner Teri 

Reid Owl noted that last year’s pumping 
coincided with a half-foot drop (on aver-
age) in the water table. 

“We may never get back to baseline if 
this keeps up,” she said. 

“I’ve been here 80 years, and this valley 
is going to hell,” said Doris Moxley during 
public comment. “There was so much 
dust yesterday, you couldn’t even see 
Mount Tom.” 

Then from the August 13 issue, flood:
DEATH VALLEY, CA – Rain this week-

end was a historic event, with nearly 
a year’s worth of rain falling in three 
hours. The 1.46 inches of rain recorded 
at Furnace Creek is still preliminary 
data, and mere drops away from the 
all-time record of 1.47 inches. The rain 
caused widespread damage and closure 
of all park roads.

“The heavy rain that caused the 
devastating flooding at Death Valley 
was an extremely rare, 1,000-year event, 
says Daniel Berc, meteorologist with the 
National Weather Service Las Vegas. “A 
1,000-year event doesn’t mean it hap-
pens once per 1,000 years, rather that 
there is a 0.1% chance of occurring in 
any given year.”

The last 1,000-year event occurred 
on April 15, 1988, when Furnace Creek 
received that record 1.47” rainstorm. 

Mammoth Mountain has received 
165” of snow this winter through De-
cember 28. 

Last year at this time, Mammoth had 
received 202” through December but 
just 58” for the remainder of the sea-
son. 

The Year in 
Crime & Punishment 

People do bad things. Here’s a short 
rundown for 2022.

 Andras Csonka held a random family 
at gunpoint in the Mammoth Village 
and ordered them to get into his vehicle. 
Police were called, and the ordeal 
turned into a police chase. He was 
detained shortly after. During his bail 
review hearing on Tuesday, October 18, 
he explained that his actions were due 
to methamphetamine - a drug that he 
had stayed off for six years. 

Deric Beach - a 71 year-old from 
Bishop - shot Tom Brown of Filmore at 

an encampment off Owens River Rd. 
in Mono County, five miles north of 
Mammoth near Highway 395. Brown 
survived. The incident occurred in 
September.

Also in September, Elohim “Elo” Kai 
Tracy shot a bear behind the Mammoth 
Hospital Orthopedic Institute.  His next 
court date is in January. 

In February, Joschka Zawadzki of 
Hillsboro, Oregon blew past a CHP of-
ficer. The siren sounded. He didn’t stop. 
The officer lost him. Another officer 
found him parked along Pine Creek 
Road. Tried to coax him out. Zawadzki 
fled. The officer lost him. Later, another 
officer spotted the vehicle in the Bishop 
McDonald’s parking lot. They surround-
ed Zawadzki. Game over. 

*Talk about a McFlurry. 
72 year-old Dirk Winter struck and 

killed pedestrian Javier Hernandez 
south of Lone Pine in October. Win-
ter was speeding through a 45 mph 
zone just south of the Chevron station. 
There’s a dirt shoulder there where 
many truckers pull over. Often, they’ll 
then zip across the highway to visit a 
local taco truck. The area does not have 
a crosswalk nor street lights. 

Greg Leon was sentenced in March 
to 90 days in county jail for conducting 
business without a contractor’s license. 
Which has been Leon’s modus operan-
di, according to Mono County Asst. D.A. 
Todd Graham, for at least a decade.

For health reasons, Leon has still not 
served a day of the sentence. 

Skeletal remains of a woman between 
the ages of 30 and 40, with Native Amer-
ican ancestry from the southern region 
of Mexico were found in May of 2003 in 
a shallow grave near Shady Rest Park in 
Mammoth Lakes. In 2021 the remains 
were identified as then 30-year-old Isa-
bel Sanchez Bernal of Puebla, Mexico. 
Authorities arrested her alleged killer, 
47-year old Diego Santiago Hernandez 
Antonia, a local resident of Mammoth 
Lakes. 

Mitchell Pinizzotto (36) of Lee Vining 
– arrested by investigators and deputies 
from the Mono County Sheriff’s Office 
a year and three months ago, is charged 
with one count of rape and nine counts 
of child molestation. During his prelimi-
nary hearings, one victim – around six 
years old at the time – described Piniz-
zotto’s sexual assaults.
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People
YEAR IN REVIEW

Henrickson, shot by Kohijiro Kinno.

see PEOPLE, page 10

“I suggest replacing the term dispersed campers with what most of 
civilization right now calls homeless. Working homeless people that 

are fully contributing members of society.”

                                  -Russ Monroe

They Said It:

/from The Sheet Feb. 5/

Ryan Navales: His first arrest hap-
pened when he was 13 years old. He 
recalls running through Bishop City Park 
in his Chuck Taylors after convincing a 
homeless man to buy he and his friends 
alcohol. He was chased and tackled to 
the ground by the police. They found 
him with a 12-pack of beer and a fifth 
of tequila. Now 52, Navales has always 
been running; at first, he was running 
from his life. Now he runs for it. 

Navales explains:“there was a lot 
happening inside that head that wasn’t 
yet to come out, and I wasn’t really sure 
about it.” Like a lot of young people in 
America, Navales loved to party. Though 
self-assured and confident, beneath 
Navales’ carefree exterior was a restless-
ness and rage towards the world. 

By a stroke of luck, Navales met Los 
Angeles Superior Court Judge Craig 
Mitchell, who had started a running 
club for recovering addicts. Navales’s 
rehab friend Ben, a 6’5” face-tattooed 
heavy metal bass guitarist who opened 
in arenas for Metallica before becoming 
addicted to heroin, decided he was in 
on the running. Navales decided at that 
point that he was too. “I started run-

YOUNG OLYMPIANS

Local Mammoth snowboarder Dusty 
Henricksen was just 18 years old when 
he secured his spot on the most coveted 
roster in sports: the Olympics. But while 
his journey to the Olympics is what he 
describes as “pretty easy” athletically, 
getting him to where he is today took the 
love, conviction, and support of an entire 
community. The 18-year old has already 
earned himself an impressive list of acco-
lades. He won two gold medals last year at 
his X Games debut in Aspen at the age of 
17, making him the first U.S. male snow-
boarder to win the slopestyle competition 
title since Shaun White in 2009. 

If there were ever an embodiment of 
persistence, Carly Margulies is it. After 
enduring 7 separate knee surgeries, the 
24-year-old Mammoth local headed to 
the Beijing Winter Olympics to repre-
sent The United States’ Women’s Ski 
Halfpipe Team. Margulies’ road to the 
Olympics was not a given by any means; 
it was a path to success defined by per-
sistence, and an extraordinary will. Mar-
gulies learned to ski at June Mountain 
when she was 3 years old. She moved to 
Mammoth Lakes with her family when 
she was 5, and, there, would call Mam-
moth Mountain home.

 Monday/Wednesday/Friday (excluding Holidays) 
11:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 
 Mono County Civic Center (Lundy Room) 

Thursday (excluding Holidays) 
10:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. 
Bridgeport Memorial Hall 

Walk-ins are welcome, but pre-registration is
appreciated. 
 Scan the QR code to register, report positive
at-home tests, or receive a free medical
consultation.

MONO COUNTY COVID-19 TESTING INFORMATION 

COVID-19
TEST TO TREAT 

Get tested;
Be seen by a provider; 
Receive a prescription for antiviral medication.  

Test-to-treat sites allow individuals to:

WHAT IS TEST TO TREAT?

IN-SEASON SKI/RIDE FITNESS

JANUARY 23RD - FEBRUARY 15TH

Register @ElevateMammoth.com

Whether you prefer snagging first chair or leading the skin track,
carving groomers or floating pow, ski/snowboard-specific
strength and conditioning can help you avoid injury and get the
most out of the season.

Join Mammoth Hospital doctor of physical therapy Christine
Seibert in our dryland training programs intended to physically
prepare and support skiers and snowboarders throughout the
sliding season.  

MONDAYS/WEDNESDAYS 
5:30 - 6:30 pm or 6:30 - 7:30 pm

Mammoth Lakes Location @
121 College Parkway

$100 for 8-Session Course

When my reporters tell me 
they don’t know what to write 
about, I tell ‘em to just walk down 
the street and talk someone up. 
The Eastside is full of interesting 
characters. 

A young Margulies at June Mtn. 

ning the way I knew how to drink,” said 
Navales. “So I started running like a mad 
man.” 

Navales’s thirst to keep running and 
competing became his new purpose. He 
began traveling the world to compete in 
international marathons; this included 
competing in the Vatican, Florence, 
Jerusalem, and Ecuador. He has now run 
marathons on 5 continents.

Sharon Clark: When Mammoth resi-
dent Sharon Clark was a teenager in the 
1950s, women didn’t have sex before 
marriage. “We were virgins until the day 
we walked down the aisle,” said Clark. 
“Abortion was never an issue, because 
we never went all the way; if you went 
all the way, you could get pregnant, and 
that was worse than death.” Clark was 
born and raised in Austin, Texas in 1938. 
Though contraception existed, it was 
hard to find, and socially frowned upon. 

But Clark was always a progressive 
voice among her peers. “I had a brother 
two years older than me, and I think 
that’s part of the reason I’m not afraid 





STILL SHREDDING AT 69

DANCING DONOVAN
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“Hey Sean, I’ve got a Coors light waiting for you 
out in my truck.”

                           - Brent Truax to Sean Turner, 

owner of MBC, congratulating him on his retirement 

from the recreation commission.

They Said It:

We specialize in business insurance, 
FairPlan policies, Covered California, 
Senior Insurance products including 

manufactured homes, Medicare 
supplements and we are your authorized 
AARP insurance representatives for the 

Hartford auto insurance program. 
Combined 40 years experience insuring 

communities of the Eastern Sierra. 
Customers only talk to licensed brokers 

at Mammoth Insurance, mobile 
appointments are available .. 

ERIC OLSON 
UC # 0783148 

ALICIA OLSON 
UC # 0i19200 

CALL 760-934-2200 

                     Got Fire Insurance?

of conflict, ‘cause I had to run for my 
life sometimes,” she said, laughing. 
“The first thing I did once I was in New 
Jersey was open a Planned Parenthood 
in Trenton in a ghetto. But of course, 
family planning was not something 
that poor women had access to, so they 
didn’t necessarily know anything about 
it. So I literally knocked on doors, ask-
ing women if they were interested in 
family planning. Poor women die from 
botched, back-alley way abortions way 
more than women of means, so to me 
this was important,” said Clark. In New 
Jersey, the mafia controlled the illegal 
abortion racket, profiting off the many 
brutal, often-lethal procedures. “I just 
remember closing the drapes at night, 
because of course I was pretty active and 
visible in trying to get women proper 
care. And I really didn’t want to tango 
with the mafia,” she said. 

PEOPLE
continued from page 8

/from The Sheet May 7/

The stage cannons behind Trevor 
Donovan blast flames. Three times, to 
match the spy- themed music. Dressed 
in all black, he somersaults forward. An 
explosion on the stage’s flat screen. He 
meets Emma Slater, his Dancing with the 
Stars (DWTS) partner. He dips her. Three 
more explosions. Red lights line the stage. 
The screen’s on fire.

Donovan was born in Bishop, Calif. and 
grew up in Mammoth. “It’s bizarre that I 
ended up where I did,” says Donovan, who 
was eliminated from the DWTS semi’s.

Tina & Tom Sjögren: The CEO and 
CTO of Pythom, a U.S. rocket engineer-
ing company located out of Bishop, 
the Swedish couple has earned a lot of 
accolades over the years. Together they 
completed the “Three Poles Challenge” 
by not only summiting Mount Everest, 
but skiing to both the North and South 
Poles unsupported.

“What we are building [in Bishop] is a 
complete space transportation system,” 
said Tom. “The goal is to go to other 
planets. Mars is the next step after the 
Moon, of course, but not only Mars; we 
want to open up all of space for human 
travel” said Tom. Their current projects 
include building a rocket, a spaceship 
that can transport people to other parts 
of space, and a lander that will be able to 
land on the surfaces of both planets and 
asteroids. 

/from The Sheet May 21/

I met with Bev Bihler at 9 a.m. on 
Tuesday at the Volcom Brothers Skate-
Park. That’s when she likes to hit it- early 
in the morning, when it’s quiet, before 
the heat and crowds.  

At 69 years old, Bihler competed on 
Saturday at the Wave Rave skate com-
petition as the oldest competitor at the 
event. She dropped into the bowl in a 
camo outfit with a bright blue helmet to 
‘The Ocean’ by Led Zeppelin. 

The crowd roared. 
“It’s only because I’m old that people 

get so excited. I’m not that incredible at 
skating, but I am an old skater. I think 
that’s what inspires people,” she said. 

Bihler first signed up for the Wave 
Rave skate competition 15 years ago, at 
the age of 54. At that time, she was one 
of about five females in the event. But 
on Saturday, the park was chock full of 
female competitors- from little girls who 
couldn’t be older than six grinding rails 
with frizzy pigtails, to sponsored teenag-
ers who placed first in the competi-
tion. “I did it in part to encourage other 

females to get out there and skate,” she 
said. “If the grandma can do it, the girls 
watching know that they can do it, too,” 
she said. 

She moved to Mammoth in 1982. 
Once she got here, she didn’t skate for 
a while. Then, in her early forties with a 
kid, she decided to pick it back up. 

Bihler with her board.

Claude Fiddler is an intense man. 
A patient man. A willful man. A 
perfectionist. And when you’re 

asking him about his photography, you 
almost get the sense that there’s a vague 
disappointment as he describes how he 
captured a particular shot - as if he’d still 
rather be chasing it than celebrating it.

In the photographer’s note in his latest 
book, Fiddler touches upon some of 
the unique traits that set him apart. “In 
1983, I bought a large format 4x5- inch 
view camera. At first I struggled with 
camera operation, changing film and the 
bulk and weight of the camera. Eventu-
ally, I got to where I could set up, focus 
and load a sheet of film in a few minutes.

However, my standard practice is to 
spend several minutes, if not hours, fig-
uring out compositions. It can take years 

CLAUDE FIDDLER’S PHOTOGRAPHS
to perfect a picture.” The large format 
camera suits his style. “I had the advan-
tage that I was good at getting around in 
the backcountry. I was not afraid to car-
ry my camera over difficult or technical-
climbing terrain. I picked out places off 
the beaten path, thought about points of 
view, and considered what it would be 
like to go as deep as I could go into the 
remote Sierra backcountry. That, to this 
day, is what I am about.” 

For those who may only know Claude 
from outside national forest/ park 
boundaries, he has worked for Mono 
County since 2008 as Supervisor of Con-
struction and Facilities. Prior to that, he 
was a private contractor based in Mam-
moth Lakes for two decades, employing 
as many as ten people.

Fiddler, in his element.

/from The Sheet Sep. 3/

/from The Sheet April 23/

Donovan and his partner perform. 



is proud to present

 437 Old Mammoth Rd, Suite M, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
 

@MonoArtsCouncil

www.facebook.com/ monoarts.council

 
@MonoArtsCouncil

 

DRAWN FROM 
THE MOUNTAINS 
by CHRIS BENCHETLER

Works of Art: Skis & Paper
An exclusive collection to recognize the 15th 
anniversary of Chris’ artwork as featured on 
his signature edition pro-model with skis from 
each year showcased together for the first 
time ever. These will be accompanied by a 
collection of select works from his current fine 
art portfolio for a limited time at Mono Arts 
Council.

Exhibit Dates:
Dec. 9th – Jan. 29th 2023
O�icial Reception: Jan. 6th @ 5:30 pm
Location: Mono Arts Council Gallery

The Mono Arts Council celebrates 30 years as a 
non-profit organization dedicated to
providing art education and programing for the 
Eastern Sierra community.



“It’s virtually impossible to envision what a shitshow might look  
        like until you’re stranded in the middle of it.”     

   -Lunch

They Said It:
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real estate
YEAR IN REVIEW

RICH V. RICHER

Mammoth’s Planning and Eco-
nomic Development Com-
mission (PEDC) approved  

a tentative tract map, design review 
and a use permit for Phase One of the 
Limelight Hotel project to be located 
at the corner of Canyon and Lake Mary 
Roads next to the Westin Monache. 

Phase One calls for the construc-
tion of a 151-room hotel along with 15 
stand-alone condominiums on the 6.9 
acre site. 

The applicant is Aspen Skiing Co. 
and Limelight Mammoth LLC. 

Limelight owns other ritzy hotel 
properties in Snowmass, Aspen and 
Ketchum, Idaho (Sun Valley). 

PEDC Chairman Michael Vander-
hurst said Limelight will provide what 
is now a “missing [elite] level” of lodg-
ing offering. 

... One item of note was the volume 
of public comment. Apparently, owners 
at the Westin Monache are not terribly 
excited at the prospect of having a new 

Westin owners bitch about proposed Limelight development  
neighbor - even if it’s a neighbor they’ll 
be able to look down upon. 

16 owners made comment at the hear-
ing. 

Many are disappointed that their views  
will be affected. 

And many were critical of Limelight 
plans to locate its HVAC system on the 
roof, which they would have to look upon 
and perhaps hear. 

As owner Willie Liu said, he owns a 
24th floor condo in Hawaii that looks 
down upon a flat-roofed building. He 
deems it very ugly. 

Susan Hoffman said she owns several 
Westin units, including two adjacent 
units on the top floor. She whined about 
a possible impact to her property values. 

Michelle Sullivan, who called herself a 
40-year visitor, said the proposed Lime-
light hotel is “very ugly” and said the 
project is all about money and greed. 

Heidi Vu is a new owner at what she 
called the Mo-nack-y. She said she’s now 
considering selling her unit because of 
the anticipated loss of trees and birds. 

The biggest news of 2022 is 
te prospect of the Limelight 
Hotel moving forward. The 
biggest trend: Community 
players purchasing properties 
for their own staff housing 
needs. 

Steve Bernardo, president of the Westin 
homeowners’ association, sniffed that 
the Ritz Carlton drawings of years ago 
were “more elegant.”  

The Town’s Community Development 
Director Sandra Moberly responded by 
saying the Town’s General Plan is very 
specific in its assertion that “we don’t 
protect private views.” 

As to fears about noise issues emanat-
ing from the HVAC system, she said the 
project would be subject to the Town’s 
noise regulations. 

Meanwhile, another item was utterly 
glossed over without a follow-up ques-
tion or observation - housing mitigation 
for the project. 

Limelight has elected to pay an in-lieu 
fee versus building workforce housing 
on-site. 

Based upon the current development 
impact fee (DIF) schedule, that in-lieu 
is estimated at $742,580 - enough to 
provide perhaps one unit of workforce 
housing. 

/from The Sheet May 14/

Housing issue? Locals become DIYers

This was certainly a theme in 2022, 
as Mammoth Mountain and Mammoth 
Hospital made splashes in the local real 
estate market. 

In April, we reported on the Hospital’s 
acquisition of the apartments buildings 
located behind Get Outdoors 365 and 
Wave Rave behind one of the Main Street 
frontage roads. The two buildings have a 
total of 20-units and had been listed for 
$5.3 million.

In July, we reported on Mammoth 
Mountain’s acquisition of the Sierra 
Lodge (located next to Morrison’s on 
Main Street). The Lodge’s 36 units will 
provide housing for up to 72 Mammoth 
Resorts employees.

In August, Mammoth Lakes Housing 
closed escrow on the Innsbruck Lodge on 
Forest Trail, wiht the help of a $4.5 mil-
lion Project Homekey grant. 

The Lodge will be restricted to house-
holds earning less than 80% of the area 
median income.    



“A thrift store represents one of the Eastern Sierra’s core growth 
industries, alongside cannabis, coffee, pizza and MLT.”                             

    -Lunch

“Only you can prevent wildfires ... but the USFS can decimate it 
before it burns.”

      -Stan Zielinski 

They Said It:

END OF YEAR NUMBERS
/from The Sheet Jan. 8/
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Okay, the headline is a bit cheeky. 
Because the inventory of con-

dominiums for sale in Mammoth 
Lakes stood at three on Tuesday.

And then four on Wednesday. 
“I’ve never seen anything like it,” said 

Matthew Lehman of Matthew Lehman 
Real Estate in reference to the paucity of 
inventory. 

Of the sales pending, Lehman said he 
put in a cash offer of $850,000 for one 
client on a place listed for $790,000. 
They thought the offer would prevail. 

It wasn’t close.
“My understanding is that it went 

MAMMOTH’S ‘FOR SALE’ CONDO 
INVENTORY SURGES 33% 

for over $900,000,” he said, shaking his 
head. “And there were 13 offers on it - 
three or four of them cash.” 

Based upon last year’s 467 condomin-
ium sales, Lehman deadpanned that the 
four condos on the market “represent 
about three days of inventory.” 

The median sales price for single-
family homes for 2021 was $1.19 million 
according to Lehman, representing a 
34.4% increase over 2020’s median price 
of $885,000. 

There are eight single-family homes 
currently listed for sale in Mammoth.

The above was then. Nearly a 
year later, as of December 27, 
there were 42 condominiums 

available for purchase in Mammoth 
Lakes. 

What else has changed? This week, 
we asked local real estate broker Mat-
thew Lehman to take a dive into the 
numbers. 

Single Family Homes

Median Home Price for the first 
quarter of 2022: $1,225,000 (based on 
27 sales)

Median Home Price for the fourth 
Quarter of 2022: $1,118,000 (based on 
14 sales)

Median prices declined -8.73% from 
the first quarter vs. the fourth quarter.

Median Home prices increase from 
January through April and then real-
ized a general retraction through the 
end of 2022. 

Median Price for a single-family 
home for all of 2021 was $1,190,000 
(Based on 123 sales)

Median Price for a single-family 
home for all of 2022 was $1,230,000 
(Based on 81 sales)

This is a 3.36% increase in median 
price for 2021 vs. 2022. 

Sales volume dropped 34% from 
2021 to 2022

Condominiums

Median Condo Price for the first 
quarter of 2022: $775,000 (based on 97 
sales)

Median Condo price for the fourth 
quarter of 2022: $682,000 (based on 60 
sales)

This was a change in median price 
of approximately 12% 

On January 1st, there were only 3 
condominiums available for purchase 
in Mammoth Lakes. As of Decem-
ber 27th, there were 42. This is still 
substantially lower than the 78 active 
listing observed in August 2022.  

In short, inventory is still relatively 
low. 

Median Price for a condominium 
in 2021 was $605,000  (based on 467 
sales)

Median Price for a condominium 
in 2022 was $750,000  (based on 331 
sales)

This is a 24% increase in median 
price for all condominium sales in 
2021 vs. all in 2022

Sales Volume dropped 29% from 
2021 to 2022

 
For comparison: 
S&P 500: down 20% Year to Date
Nasdaq down 34% YTD
Dow Jones down 8.5% YTD
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In Memory
YEAR IN REVIEW

see IN MEMORY, page 15

“I’ve lived here 15 years, and I had no idea Dave McCoy did 
any of this ...”

                         -Bishop Councilman Stephen Muchovej 

They Said It:

John Louth (b. 1947): With a career 
in the Forest Service spanning nearly 40 
years, John did everything from fight-
ing forest fires to protecting the Ancient 
Bristlecone Pines and managing the 
forest they live in, as well as the visitor 
center that thousands from around the 
world visit every year to learn about the 
ancient trees. When John was not on a 
hike identifying every single wildflower, 
coaching T-Ball or tutoring students in 
math, he would often be seen speaking 
at or hosting an assortment of chari-
table events, fighting for environmental 
protection or seeking rights and justice 
for all human beings. John had an affin-
ity for song and dance accompanied by 
a charm that was rivaled by few. John 
will forever be in the gentle breeze that 
pirouettes with the trees, flowing with 
the cold mountain waters that cascade 
to the valley floor, in the twinkle of the 
stars, and most of all in all of our hearts. 

Linda Arcularius (b. 1949): Linda 
spent her childhood in Tonopah, Ne-
vada where she met the love of her life, 
Howard Arcularius, as a teenager. Linda 
graduated from UNR with a degree in 
education. She and Howard moved to 

the family homestead outside of Bishop 
where they worked the Arcularius ranch-
es in Round Valley and Long Valley. 

She served as an Inyo County Supervi-
sor for more than two decades, and her 
long tenure led to state and national 
representation of rural communities and 
the agricultural industry.

District Five Supervisor Matt Kingsley 
had the best anecdote. He said he would 
sit next to Linda in Inyo County Board 
of Supervisors meetings (back in the old 
days when Supervisors had the courage 
to meet in public), and Kingsley kept a 
tin of dutch mints in a desk drawer that 
he’d buy from Schat’s Bakkery. 

Typically, he’d offer Arcularius a mint 
for the afternoon session. He described 
them as being larger mints, the type you 
suck on. 

“But I could hear when she’d crush 
down on a mint,” laughed Kingsley. “That 
meant something she’d heard didn’t sit 
well with her. But she never let it show, 
and her expression never changed.”

“It was great to be on her side [on an 
issue],” he added. “Just ask the people 
who were not.”

Interesting people tend to 
migrate to the Sierra - drawn by 
the beauty, the remoteness, and 
by the camaraderie of tight-knit 
communities. The tight-knit part 
... that’s what makes each of these 
names feel like a punch to the 
gut. Note: By no means is this 
a comprehensive list. Just a few 
faves. 

Betty Frampton (b. 1927): Her 
interests included Eastern philosophy, 
meditation and civil rights. She was tak-
ing vitamins and was mindful of healthy 
eating long before most people ever did. 
She was one of the original forces behind 
the creation of the Mammoth Music Fes-
tival. One niece said, “Aunt Betty didn’t 
just look on the bright side, she was the 
bright side.” In regards to her life Betty 
told one interviewer, ‘I am extremely 
grateful – can you underline extremely?’
 
George Todd (b. 1943): George was a 
28-year resident of the Eastern Sierra and 
was known for his artwork, including 
pen and ink drawings of the Bridgeport 
Courthouse, historic Bodie and scenes 
throughout the area. He branched out 
to western oil and acrylic paintings and 
space art, always with an attention to 
detail. He received many awards and 
recognition throughout his career, with 
paintings on magazine covers, reports 
and books. His annual Christmas card 
was always an “event” and well-received.  

Nathaniel Beaver (b. 1975): 
Nathaniel Jonathan Beaver’s friends 
called him the “offroad bandit.” He was 

an avid outdoor adventurer; whether it 
was surfing, paddleboarding, rock climb-
ing, fishing or mountain biking. Accord-
ing to his mother Ramona, Nathan prob-
ably knew more of the Sierra than John 
Muir himself: “He was always out there 
doing something; he knew where all the 
secret places were,” marveled Ramona. 
This even included secret mushroom 
locations, where he would go when it 
rained to forage porcini mushrooms to 
then sell to local restaurants. He was 
never in competition to be perceived as 
the coolest or toughest guy in the room. 

Lisa Gill (b. 1951): Many knew Lisa 
for, as Kristin Reese described it, her 
“wonderfully outrageous” self. She 
obtained her real estate license and went 
to work for 80|50, and then Coldwell 
Banker Mammoth Real Estate. Her and 
her husband, Stephen, became involved 
in the local arts community and ap-
peared in several shows produced by 
the Mammoth Lakes Repertory The-
ater. Memorably, the couple appeared 
together in “Sylvia,” directed by the late 
Bob Struckman and starring the Gills, 
Shira Dubrovner and Jarrett Jackson. 
Stephen says this marked “our favorite 
time onstage together.” “Lisa knocked 
it out of the park,” said Dubrovner. But 
what Lisa did onstage is a sliver of what 
she meant to the community. “Lisa was 
selfless and generous,” said Dubrovner. 
“‘Whatever you need’” could have been 
her catchphrase.  

Paul Rowan (b. 1941): The people 
who make you want to get closer to God 
aren’t the people who beat you over the 
head with God. In fact, professions of 
faith may never even come up. Because 
it’s the example they set, and the gener-
ous acts they perform without fanfare, 
which inspire you to be better. As former 
Lighthouse Church Pastor Dave Nelson 
explains, there’s a common question 
people like to ask when confronted with 
a difficult situation where they need 
guidance: What would Jesus do? But 
when Nelson thinks of the late Paul 



Suleski 
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www.mammothbreakfastclub.com

Now Accepting Credit Cards

Indoor / Outdoor Seating / Dog Friendly Patio
Real Vodka Homemade Bloody Mary’s,

Cocktails, Mimosa’s & Beer

Homemade Pastries, Muffins, Crossaints, Biscuits
Mexican Breakfast Specialties, Omelettes, & More

Rowan, and his wife Joyce, it inspires him 
to ask the question, “What would Jesus 
be like?” And he figures Jesus would be a 
lot like Joyce and Paul. Because the Row-
ans lived their faith. Walked the walk. 
“They didn’t say anything you didn’t see 
in their lives. You saw the real thing,” said 
Nelson. “And what they did for the Mam-
moth community … They would look 
for people to help. They didn’t just wait 
around.” 

Brigid Salamon (b. 1969): It came as 
no surprise, according to Brigid Sal-
amon’s dear friend June Simpkins, that 
Brigid’s complete set of initials reads 
B.O.S.S. In fact, she had a tattoo on her 
leg which read “F*&$ing Boss.” She had 
another tattoo of a shamrock on her ass, 
and as June says, “she could sing an Irish 
ditty like nobody’s business.” She was a 
sweet, tough, kind, beautiful Irish lass 
who hailed from Plymouth, Massachu-
setts. A high school homecoming queen. 
A force of nature. Devout in faith. “She 
just did a lot of good for a lot of people … 
and literally raised a bunch of kids in this 
community,” said Simpkins. And she was 
all this despite being small in stature (she 
was a dwarf), and despite the residual 
health complications of her dwarfism. 

Kenneth Suleski (b. 1949): In the 
‘80s, Kenny started work in Mammoth 
with Ford Wilson Co. and worked as a 
Pipefitter. He never really said too much, 
but when he spoke, you knew that you 
had either screwed up ... or he was going 
to let you in on a trade secret. He was 
a person who would give the shirt off 

IN MEMORY
continued from page 14

his back if you needed it, serious in his 
mannerisms, but also able to pull a prank 
or two. You could always find him with 
a Budweiser and a cig, and if you were a 
hard worker who gained his respect, he’d 
invite you over for a cold one. He was 
lovingly known to his family as the “Al-
mighty.” He loved to cook, take random 
trips, weld and fix vehicles. 

Ron Kaylor (b. 1943): Ronald Kaylor 
passed away on January 5, 2022, just four 
days after his beloved Buckeyes pulled 
off a win at the Rose Bowl. It was fitting 
timing for Ron (who related to sports 
in everything he did) to stick around 
for one last win. His freshman year at 
Ohio State University, he lived inside 
the football stadium and tried out as a 
walk-on. He made the team and played 
for the legendary Woody Hayes and Bo 
Schembechler. A dentist, he eventually 
made his way to the Eastern Sierra, where 
he started practicing with a lawn chair, a 

headlight and a tooth cleaner. He offered 
to clean people’s teeth for $1 a tooth. 

Roger Rilling (b. 1941): In the late 
1960s, Roger arrived in Mammoth and 
worked on Night Crew, rising to the 
position of Supervisor before joining the 
Ski School as one of the original Yellow 
Jacket kids ski instructors. He was named 
one of America’s top 100 instructors in 
the late 1980s by SKI magazine. Roger 
was an avid bike rider, and he even rode 
across the United States and back again! 

Thalia Hanson (b. 1931): In 1982, 
Hanson headed west and landed in 
Mammoth. She started working for Bob 
Wallace at the MMSA Main Lodge cafete-
ria. A year later she started working with 
Martha Kramer at the Mid-Chalet cafete-
ria. Not only did Thalia become Martha’s 
assistant manager, but a close life-long 
friendship began. Eventually, with her 
fond memories of summer camp, she 
decided she wanted to start her own 
“summer camp”. Her first “campers” were 
Madeline and Allison Roy. At just 5 and 
7 years old, she took them on their first 
backpacking trip. 

Sandra Medina (b. 1933): Sandra 
inspired local attorney Therese Hankel to 
quote Eleanor Roosevelt: “Well-behaved 
women rarely make history.” In 1977, she 
moved to Mammoth Lakes where she 
became the first female attorney in Mono 
County. And proceeded to practice law 
in the Eastern Sierra for the next four de-
cades. As Eller noted, “Sandra was a true 
pioneer … and felt deep compassion. For 

her clients, many of whom she represent-
ed purely out of the goodness of her heart 
[since many could not afford to pay].”  

Sergio Anthony Romo (b. 1950): He 
moved to Mammoth to ski, as many do, 
but drought foiled his plans for the first 
two years, so he stuck around waiting 
for a good snow year. He never left. He 
started working at a private accounting 
firm in town and then went to work for 
Sierra Pacific Airlines, which was affili-
ated with Mammoth Mountain Ski Area. 
While there he worked closely with Nick 
Gunter, Controller for MMSA. When the 
airline sold, Nick brought Tony on at the 
Mountain to run the Business Office. This 
is where his long relationship with Dave 
McCoy, founder of Mammoth Mountain 
Ski Area, began. “Dave always encour-
aged, rather than discouraged people,” 
recalls Tony’s friend and colleague Stacey 
Crockett. “Tony was a lot like that. You 
couldn’t rattle him. He never got upset.” 

Brigid Salamon
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“He represents the type of civil servant we all wish we had.” 

  -Frank Frievalt on his successor, 

Fire Chief Ales Tomaier 

They Said It:

/from The Sheet April 16/

business
YEAR IN REVIEW

It was, fittingly, the ultimate 
“Catch 22” this year, as 
Mammoth set TOT revenue 
records while local business 
owners scrambled to find 
enough staff.

TURNER SELLS STAKE 
IN BLUESAPALOOZA
Mammoth Brewing Com-

pany Owner Sean Turner an-
nounced this week that he has 

sold an ownership stake in Mammoth’s 
Festival of Beers and Bluesapalooza to 
Rich Sherman, President and CEO of 
Omega Events based in Foothill Ranch, 
Calif. 

Omega will also produce the Newport 
Beach Jazz Festival this year and has 
produced the Doheny Blues Festival in 
Dana Point in prior years. 

The agreement calls for a transition in 
ownership to Omega over a three-year 
period. 

Despite the change, both Turner 
and Sherman expect the audience will 
notice little difference in the event for 
2022, which will take place from August 
4-7. The musical lineup has not yet 
been announced. 

Another change is that Harvest Moon 

Presents will not be booking the talent 
this year, as it has for the past 25 years. 

Turner, who said he’s been looking 
into selling the event for the past few 
years, initially approached Harvest 
Moon about it, but Vanko and his part-
ner Sarah Mason passed. 

Sherman had nothing but praise for 
Harvest Moon. 

“They’ve done a tremendous job over 
the years with the talent mix, sprinkling 
in new names with the headliners and 
keeping it fresh - all within the con-
straints of a limited budget.” 

Another small change: Cocktails will 
be sold all four days of the event, not 
just on Thursdays and Sundays. 

What will remain the same this year: 
Turner will remain the master of cer-
emonies on the brewer’s side, where the 
typical 70-80 breweries will participate. 

Comings and Goings
From Brandon and Theresa Brocia in 

October:
It is with bittersweet feelings that we 

announce we have decided it is time to 
wrap things up at Bleu Market & Kitchen. 
We started Bleu over 10 years ago with 
the simple idea, bring great food into the 
community and with that in mind, we 
believe we succeeded.

We have now reached a time in our lives 
where we need to reprioritize and refocus 
our time and energy back to just those 
very things; family, friends, our health and 
to enjoying our life in Mammoth.

The Brocias retained their other busi-
ness, The Eatery, and are in the process of 
finding a tenant for their Bleu location on 
Old Mammoth Road. 

In an September article about summer 
business, John Urdi, Executive Director 
of Mammoth Lakes Tourism, shared that 
TBID revenue for July was the second 
best for the month of July since 2013.

“Businesses are not where they were 
last year, because last year was crazy,” 
Urdi said. “But, I’ve talked to a couple 
of different restaurants, and they’re like, 
‘You know what, we’re still making good 
money, but we’re not overwhelmed.’ 
It’s like this summer was a little bit of a 
breather for people after last year’s ridicu-
lous busyness.” 

Scott Calvert bought Sierra Hot Tub Co. 
from Bret Allnutt, effective May 1.

Calvert had spent seven years working 
as a paramedic in Reno on a 48/96 sched-
ule, commuting to and from Mammoth in 
his off time. 

And while he loved the job, he’s also 
always wanted to work for himself, and is 
literally giddy about the product he’s sell-
ing: Bullfrog Spas. 

Mammoth Kayaks got new owners: Ted 
and Becky Bonich. 

The couple bought the business from 
Rob and Cheryl Witherill, who founded 
the business 15 years ago. 

Mammoth Kayaks has a U.S. Forest 
Service permit which allows for 18 kayak 
and 18 stand-up paddleboard rentals at 
one time on June Lake. 

Bonich, who drives for Mammoth Taxi 
the rest of the year, equates the Kayak gig 
to “working a crab boat for a few months.” 

It’s essentially seven days a week, Fa-
ther’s Day weekend through Labor Day. 

It’s also “the highlight of my year,” says 
Bonich. “I like sitting in the water and 
talking to people.” 

As of Friday, January 21, Northern Inyo 
Healthcare District (NIHD) voluntarily 
dismissed its lawsuit against Southern 
Mono Healthcare District (SMHD) after 
carefully considering all aspects of the six-
year-old case.

For many years, NIHD has sought relief 
in the courts from what it considers to be 
an illegal intrusion of SMHD into NIHD’s 
service area (by opening an orthopedic 

clinic in Bishop). 
Despite the various harms NIHD claims 

have been caused by SMHD’s intrusion, 
NIHD has consistently been defeated in 
court, and has determined  further efforts 
to prevail in this dispute would not pro-
duce a favorable outcome.

And just a few months later, NIHD and 
SMHD had become fast friends, launch-
ing a collaborative effort to address the 
state of childbirth services at Mammoth 
Hospital. Since January, the extreme na-
tionwide nursing shortage has impacted 
Mammoth Hospital’s ability to adequately 
staff its Labor and Delivery unit. Like so 
many other critical access hospitals serv-
ing rural areas, Mammoth Hospital felt 
the effects of a shrinking nursing pool, 
lack of housing, and the unprecedentedly 
high cost of staffing the unit with traveling 
nurses. As a result, the OB/GYN providers 
and management of Mammoth hospital 
began working with expectant mothers to 
direct them to NIHD for the birth of their 
babies. 

Bird Scooters has already pulled the 
plug on its Mammoth experiment this 
summer. Bird rep Taylor Kenney told 
Mammoth’s Council that its local fleet 
manager couldn’t commit to the job and 
they likely wouldn’t be able to find/train a 
replacement for the remaining summer/
fall months. A relief to many tired of step-
ping over scooter detritus. 

MLT Marketing and Events Manager 
Dakota Snider announced that MLT 
will ink a deal to bring a Spartan Race 
to Mammoth starting next October. The 
event is expected to draw at least 7,000 
domestic and 2,000 international attend-
ees, and book approximately 20,000 room 
nights over the four-day event. Projected 
economic impact to the Town of Mam-
moth Lakes: $5.5 million. The cost to play 
for MLT; A five-year contract with Spartan 
guaranteeing the company $450,000/year.

The Town of Mammoth Lakes, Mam-
moth Lakes Tourism (MLT), and Mam-
moth Lakes Recreation teamed up with 
the LA Kings to launch “LA Kings Ice at 
Mammoth Lakes”– the Town’s first indoor 
Olympic-sized ice rink. The forthcom-
ing “LA Kings Ice at Mammoth Lakes” 
will operate within a newly constructed, 
multi-use Community Recreation Center 
(CRC), aka The MUF, that is set to open to 
the public in 2023.

Naomi Jensen owns TEAM Environ-
mental, a local natural resources manage-
ment firm. 

In March, she sent out a press release 
announcing a rebranding of the 35-year 
old firm founded by Walt Pachucki. 

She wanted to rebrand the firm to more 
accurately reflect its continued evolution 
in an environmental direction. 

She referenced the proposal to nomi-
nate Owens Dry Lake as a national histor-
ic district. This is an interagency project, 
working with local tribes and regulatory 
agencies, requiring a lot of stakeholder 
engagement, with TEAM acting as a facili-
tator of sorts.
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Sierra Employment Services, Inc.
is hiring for the following positions:

 
Personal Attendant – Bishop
 Snow Shoveler – Mammoth

 Insurance Front Desk – Bishop
General Laborers – Bishop and 

Mammoth
 Heavy Equipment Operator – 

Bridgeport
 Housekeeper – Mammoth

 Cashier – Mammoth
 Property Manager – Mammoth

Call us for details!
 760-924-0523   760-873-8599

www.SierraEmployment.com

Mammoth Hospital is NOW HIRING!
We have an immediate need for the fol-

lowing positions:
· Emergency Medical Technician
· ED Ward Clerk
· Clinical Laboratory Scientist
To view more open positions and apply, 

please visit our website at https://mam-
moth-hospital.breezy.hr/ 

Shilo Inn is accepting applications for FT 
housekeepers, FT maintenance worker and 
Front desk/night auditor. Immediate Front 
Desk opportunity starting at $18/hour. 
Please call Human Resources (Sarina Quin-
tero) at 925.813.2331 or email your resume 
to squintero@marquishotelsgroup.com. 

Mammoth Verizon is accepting applica-
tions for a full time Sales Associate posi-
tion.Wage + Commission + Bonus + paid 
vacation. Typical earnings of $20-$27 per 
hour.No experience is necessary, bilingual 
English/ Spanish is a plus. Please apply in 
person at 126 Old Mammoth Rd, Suite 109, 
Mammoth Lakes. 

Sweetwater Plumbing Inc. Hiring a 
Journeyman Plumber. Full time position. 
Benefits. Job is located in Mammoth Lakes. 
Call 760-914-1266 or email info@sweetwa-
terplumbing for details.

Elixir Superfood & Juice is hiring Restau-
rant Team Members!  We’re looking for fun-
loving, enthusiastic and reliable individuals 
with an interest in healthy living to join our 
growing team. Apply online at enjoyelixir.
com/careers or drop off a resume in person   

Steve’s Auto & Truck Parts in Mam-
moth has an immediate opening for FULL 
TIME Counter Sales Person. Competitive 
pay, 401k, Health Insurance, Vacation Pay 
Stop by the store at 3280 Main St. Mammoth 
Lakes for an application. 

Norco Service Center has opening for a 
bookkeeper 20 to 30 hours per week.
Wage per experience.
760 934-9693Email; norco2@npgcable.com
     Loader Operator needed to run 
Snow Removal Business. (760) 934-9693          
   Housekeepers & Quality Control Staff 
Needed Immediate positions available for 
busy rental management company, both 
Part-time and Full-time. Previous cleaning 
experience preferred but not required, train-
ing provided. Looking for reliable, responsi-
ble, hard-working candidates with a positive 
work ethic, clean drivers license and vehicle 
required. Competitive pay and benefits 
available. Email resume to luis@mammoth-
sierraonline.com, call 760-914-0768 or stop 
by 1914 Meridian Blvd.

Help Wanted Help Wanted

For Rent

Reservations Desk Clerk immediate 
opening at the Double Eagle Resort and 
Spa in June Lake CA (20 min from mam-
moth).  Must have excellent customer 
service and computer skills.  Full or part 
time, health benefits, fitness membership 
and PTO.  Great place to work! Email jobs@
doubleeagle.com

Creekside Spa and Fitness Desk at the 
Double Eagle Resort and Spa, immediate 
opening for enthusiast team member.  Help 
in creating a wonderful experience for our 
spa and fitness center guests.  Customer 
service, computer, cleaning, food service.  
Full or part time, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work!  
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com

Restaurant Server for Eagles Landing 
Restaurant at the popular Double Eagle 
Resort and Spa in June Lake CA.  Experience 
in restaurant service, computers and work-
ing as team member are essential.  Full and 
part time available, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work. 
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com    

Maintenance Supervisor  needed to 
manage a small maintenance team at the 
Double Eagle Resort & Spa in June Lake. You 
will be responsible for ensuring the smooth 
running of upkeep and repair. Must be reli-
able, have technical skills and knowledge of 
various crafts such as carpentry, plumbing 
etc. Leadership and knowledge of admin-
istrative tasks such as scheduling are also 
essential. The goal is to ensure that facilities 
are in  good condition at all times.Compen-
sation based on experience and references. 
We offer health benefits, fitness membership 
and PTO. A great place to work!  

Email jobs@doubleeagle.com
Cooks and Dishwasher jobs available at 

the famous Eagles Landing Restaurant in 
June Lake.  We offer health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO. A great place to work! 
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com 

   Housekeepers wanted: Part time to full 
time, especially on holidays.  Piecework pay, 
depending on the size of the unit.  Must have 
a vehicle.  Please call 760-934-8427.
   Se necesita housekeepers medio tiempo o 
tiempo completo especialmente durante los 
dias festivos. Se paga por pieza dependiendo 
tamano del condo. Necesita tener carro. Si 
le interesa por favor del hablar al 760-934-
8427.

Dental Office: RDH and Front office 
needed, signing bonus offered. Want to 
learn a new skill? Have a great career? We’d 
love to train you. Come join our amazing 
team and skilled Doctors in beautiful Mam-
moth Lakes! Bonuses and benefits! Be ready 
to learn, enthusiastic and customer care 
oriented. No exp. necessary. Call (760)934-
3732 or FAX Resume (760)300-3862

    Alpenhof Lodge is accepting resumes/
applications for Night Audit and Front Desk 
positions.  We are looking for year round, 
full and part time team members that are 
able to work weekends and holidays.  

Housing Option May Be Available For 
The Right Individual. Apply in person at 
6080 Minaret Rd, Mammoth

Work with Vacasa - a growing, dynamic, 
newly public vacation rental company 
with properties all over North America

We are currently looking for Housekeep-
ers in the Mammoth Lakes, CA area.

$23/hr w/ mileage reimbursement. Must 
have reliable transpo. No exp needed.

If you or anyone you know might be 
interested, please visit our website at www.
vacasa.com/careers

    

Mammoth Gear Exchange in Bishop and 
Alpine Approach in Mammoth seek team 
members. ay dependent on experience. 
Mammoth Mountaineering Supply and Al-
pine Approach Ski pass included. Sales help 
wanted. Jobs@Mammothgear.com Inquiries/
resumes to: dave@mammothgear.com
    HOA General Manager Large HOA & 
Rental Company seeking Full Time Gen-
eral Manager to oversee all operations 
with a seasoned staff in place. Looking for 
someone with HOA experience. The ideal 
candidate should be adverse in team build-
ing, hotel operations, HR, budgeting, etc. 
Please send resumes to POB 5038 or info@
butnerhoaservices.com 

     A busy rental office needing assistance-
for a part time or full time front desk 
position. Duties include answering phone 
calls, processing reservations, checking units 
and dealing with customers/owners. Com-
petitive pay. Please email resume at info@
mammothres.
  
 

 

Help Wanted Help Wanted

    Front Desk Help!  Flexible Hours.  Great 
Pay.  Right at Canyon Lodge so perfect for 
those that have a day job on the mountain.  
Looking for someone for weekends and 
evenings.  Front desk experience a plus but 
not needed.  Looking for someone who loves 
people, front desk, phones, guest experi-
ence, etc.  at 1849 Mountain Rentals across 
from Canyon Lodge.  Submit resume to 
manager@1849condos.com or PO BOX 835, 
Mammoth Lakes, Ca 93546 
    Housekeepers and  Bed Makers for 
busy condo complex at Canyon Lodge.  
1849 Mountain Rentals seeking seasonal 
housekeepers 2-5 days a week.  Experience 
preferred.  Seeking hard working, team 
players to join our staff!  Great pay, family 
atmosphere!  Please stop by 826 Lakeview 
Blvd, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 and ask for 
Dolores.  760-934-7525.  Se Habla Espanol. 

Good Earth Yogurt Is Hiring!
Manager
Good Earth Yogurt is looking to hire an out-
going and versatile team leader with experi-
ence in quick service restaurant operations, 
the ability to work effectively in a fast-paced, 
customer-centered environment and the 
ability to work evenings and weekends on a 
regular basis. This position will be respon-
sible for the daily operations and manage-
ment of the store.
Supervisor
Good Earth Yogurt is looking for a supervi-
sor to join our team. Our ideal candidate 
is a self-starter, punctual, and reliable with 
experience in quick-service restaurant op-
erations. Must be available to work evenings 
and weekends on a regular basis. Restaurant 
experience and over 21 preferred.
Please send resumes to hello@goo-
dearthyogurt.com

Starting Wage
 $20/hr!*

at

Job Openings
Cashiers
Cooks
Prep Cooks
Dishwashers
Bussers
Utility
and many more!

Earn up to $500
Referral Bonus

*Non-tipped positions starting at $20/hr

jbrito@mammothresorts.com

Team Member
perks

Free Ski Pass
1 free meal / shift
Discounts
Career Growth

Crowley Lake 2 bed 2.5 bath home. 
McGee Creek area, beautiful and secluded. 
$2,950 per month + security deposit. Visit 
www.RentBishop.com to see listing and 
photos or call 760-872-3188 for showing and 
application information.

i;wd�Mammolh 
Now Hiring Winter Driving Jobs! Up 

to $25/HR + Tips sss PT/FT 
Servicing town and Mammoth/Bishop Airports 

No commercial license required 
Share your love and knowledge of the Sierra 

while making great money! 
Call Scottie 760-914-7433 
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Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

YOU CAN’T SPIKE THE EGGNOG
WITHOUT SPIKE

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC

m a m m o t h

GEAR
EXCHANGE

106 S. Main St., Bishop (760) 873-4300

Happy Hour/
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill 
Pursuit of Happiness Hour Daily 
3-6 p.m.  and extended Pursuit of 
Happiness hour Mon.& Thur. 3-8 p.m. 
More info: see ad p. 18
Austria Hof Happy Hour 
4-6:30 p.m. Sun-Thurs/4-6 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday. 
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour every 
day from 4-7 p.m. Monday happy hour 
all day. And Taco Tuesdays are back! 
More info: see ad p. 9
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour: 4-6 
p.m. daily. $6 dollar menu items, 
drink specials. More info: see ad p. 10
Petra’s happy hour until 6 p.m. 
Signature cocktails, special menu.  
Roberto’s Happy Hour: 2-5 p.m. daily. 
The Mogul happy hour 5:30-6:30 
p.m. in the bar with food and drink 
specials. 
Lakanuki happy hour 3-6 p.m. daily. 
Mammoth Tavern Happy hour 4-5:30 
p.m. 1/2 off drink and app. specials
Distant Brewing happy hour 3-5 p.m, 
Monday-Thursday

Friday, December 30/
Lightning Strike Resolution plays 
Black Sheep Coffee Roasters in 
Bishop for its live music night. 
Free event, open to all ages. Doors 
open at 7 p.m. Brews by Mountain 
Rambler Brewery and Distant 
Brewing. Bring your Black Sheep 
Tumbler!

December 30-31/
Jelly Bread Unplugged at the T-Bar 
Social Club in June @ 9 p.m. Acoustic 
Funk/Roots/Rock/Soul from Reno. 
Info: tbarjunelake.com
Weekend Apres Party w/DJ on 
MMSA’s Canyon Lodge sundeck 
from 2-5 p.m. 

Tuesday, January 3/
Karaoke @ Liberty Bar in 
Mammoth. Time: 9 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 4/
DJs and dancing @ Liberty Bar. 
Time: 10 p.m. 
Weekly 8 Ball Tourney @ Distant 
Brewing. Time: 6 p.m. Entry: $10

January 6-7/
Collectivity plays the Liberty in 
Mammoth with special guest Cliff 
Porter of Jelly Bread. More info: See 
ad p. 11.

Friday, December 30/
IMACA food distribution in 
Mammoth @ St. Joseph’s Church, 
58 Ranch Rd. Time: 11-11:45 a.m. 
You can sign up for this online at 
www.imaca.net and even designate 
someone to pick up the food if you 
are unable to do so. Info: 760-873-
8557.
La distribución de alimentos de 
IMACA en Mammoth es en la Iglesia 
de San José en Mammoth de 11:00 
a. m. a 11:45 a. m. Puede inscribirse 
en línea en www.imaca.net e incluso 
designar a alguien para que recoja la 
comida si no puede hacerlo. 

December 30-31/
Sunset Snowshoe tour in the 
Mammoth Lakes Basin. Time: 
3:30-5 p.m. each day. Tours travel 
over moderate terrain to the lookout 

on Panorama Dome and depart the 
Tamarack Cross-Country Ski Center 
for a 1.5-hour guided adventure. 
Price is $75 per person and includes 
equipment. Space is limited. Info: 
mammothmountain.com. 

Saturday, December 31/
Climber Coffee at Pleasant Valley 
Pit Campground near Bishop from 8 
a.m. to 10 a.m. Free coffee from Black 
Sheep Coffee Roasters plus meet 
and greet with climbing community. 
Bring own mug. 
New Year’s Eve Family Fun 
and Fireworks at the Village in 
Mammoth from 5 p.m. to 9:15 p.m. 
Dead Winter and Co. play @ 8 p.m. 
with fireworks to follow at 9. Happy 
New Year!

Tuesday, January 3/
Mono County Board of Supervisors 
meets. Time: 9 a.m. Location: Mono 
Lake Room of the Mono County 
Civic Ctr. in Mammoth or online 
via https://monocounty.zoom.
us/j/81682680666
Inyo County Board of Supervisors 
meets. Location: County 
Administratice Center @ 224 No. 
Edwards in Indy or online via 
inyocounty.us. Public session begins 
10 a.m.  

Wednesday, January 4/
Mammoth Lakes Tourism Board 
meets. Time: 1 p.m. Location: Suite 
Z, Minaret Mall or follow online via 
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 
Mammoth Lakes Town Council 
meets. Time: 4 p.m. Location: Suite 
Z, Minaret Mall or follow online via 
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 

January 4-6/
Mammoth Mountain hosts 
Full Moon Snowshoe Tours 
out of Tamarack Cross Country 
Ski Center. Guided 1.5 hour 
tour includes equipment. Cost: 
$75. Info: mammothmountain.
com/800.626.6684

Thursday, January 5/
Eastern Sierra Interpretive Assn. 
8th annual Winter Adventure Series 
kicks off @ the USFS Welcome Center 
in Mammoth. Doors 5:30 p.m./
Program 6 p.m. $15 ticket includes a 
complimentary beer from Mammoth 
Brewing Co. Tonight: “This Contested 
Land” with McKenzie Long 

Friday, January 6/
Official reception for Chris 
Benchetler’s “Drawn from the 
Mountains” exhibit at the Mono 
Artts Council Gallery inside Minaret 
Mall. Time: 5:30 p.m. 

Sierra Classic Theatre’s 
production of “Lifespan of a Fact” 
opens January 12 at the Edison 
in Mammoth and runs for two 
weekends. For more information, see 
ad p. 12.
Next Level 1 avalanche course 
offered in Mammoth from Jan. 6-8./ 
More info: goldenstateguiding.com.

Friday thru
Sunday 

UPCOMING 

TOWN STUFF

Sierra Electric TBDSIERRA    
ELECTRIC 

760-920-3547
Sean Flavin, Owner

Lic # 923994
Service Calls

TOWN STUFF
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            TS #2022-0210

TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES
Notice is hereby given that on December 21, 2022 the 
Town Council adopted an Ordinance entitled:

ORDINANCE NO. 22-12
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 
TOWN OF MAMMOTH LAKES, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
AUTHORIZING THE LEVY OF SPECIAL TAXES IN COM-
MUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 2013-3 (TRANSIT 
SERVICES), INCLUDING CERTAIN 
ANNEXATION TERRITORY.

by the following vote:

AYES: Councilmembers Rea and Rice and Mayor Pro Tem 
Sauser
NOES: None  
ABSENT: Councilmember Bubser and Mayor Went-
worth   
ABSTAIN: None
DISQUALIFICATION:  None  

A certified copy of the complete text of the Ordinance 
is posted and may be read at the Town Offices, Minaret 
Mall, Old Mammoth Road, Mammoth Lakes, and /or a 
copy may be obtained from the office of the Town Clerk 
at a nominal charge.
Dated:  December 22, 2022

JAMIE GRAY, Town Clerk
Town of Mammoth Lakes
                                                                                       TS #2022-0213

Notice of Ordinance

PUBLIC NOTICE
Eastern Sierra Transit Authority is proposing to:
1. Increase Dial-a-Ride fares, excluding Walker Dial-a-Ride
The comment period is December 27, 2022 to January 13, 2023

ESTA Dial-a-Ride - The following fares are proposed:
Current Proposed

Regular Zone 1: $3.00 $4.00
Regular Zone 2: $4.20 $5.00
Youth, Disabled, Senior (Discount):
Discount Zone 1: $2.40 $3.00
Discount Zone 2: $3.60 $4.00

Child (<5 years old): Free Free
Regular 30-day Pass: $108.00 $144.00
Discount 30-day Pass: $86.40  $108.00
Regular 10-Punch Pass: $27.00 $36.00
Discount 10-Punch Pass: $21.60 $27.00
Multi-Zone 10-Punch Pass: $37.80 $45.00
Multi-Zone 10-Punch Discount Pass: $32.40 $36.00

To provide comment, use the following opportunities:
Attend Public Meeting: January 13, 2023, 9:00am,
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7608711901?pwd=VS9TeE4rU0NleWFCY0JTOVhzajEyQT09
Meeting ID: 760 871 1901 Passcode: 753752

OR

Call in by Phone: 1-669-900-9128
Meeting ID: 760 871 1901 Passcode: 753752

Contact ESTA Directly on or before 5pm, January 12, 2023:
Email - info@estransit.com  Phone - 760-872-1901  Facebook - Eastern Sierra Transit

NOTICIA PÚBLICA
Eastern Sierra Transit Authority está proponiendo a:
2.  Incrementar Dial-a-Ride precios, excluyendo Walker Dial-a-Ride
El período de comentarios es 27 de Deciembre 2022 a 13 de Enero 2023

ESTA Dial-a-Ride - Se proponen las siguientes tarifas:
Actual Propuesto

Regular Zona 1: $3.00  $4.00
Regular Zona 2: $4.20 $5.00
Joven, Incapacitado, Mayor de edad (Descuento):
Descuento Zona 1: $2.40    $3.00
Descuento Zona 2: $3.60 $4.00
Joven (<5 años): Free Free

Passe de 30 dias : $108.00 $144.00
Passe de descuento de 30-dias: $86.40  $108.00
Passe regular de 10 viajes: $27.00 $36.00
Passe descuento de 10 viajes: $21.60 $27.00
Passe Multi-Zone 10 viajes (Zona 1 y Zona 2): $37.80 $45.00
Passe Descuento de Multi-Zone 10 viajes
(Zona 1 y Zona 2): $32.40 $36.00

Use las siguientes oportunidades para comentarios:
Asistir a la junta pública: 13 de Enero 2023, 9:00am,
Participar en Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7608711901?pwd=VS9TeE4rU0NleWFCY0JTOVhzajEyQT09
Meeting ID: 760 871 1901 Passcode: 753752

O

Llame a: 1-669-900-9128
Meeting ID: 760 871 1901 Passcode: 753752

Contacto con ESTA directamente antes de las 5pm, 12 de Enero 2023:
Email - info@estransit.com Phone - 760-872-1901 Facebook - Eastern Sierra Transit
(IR 12.22, 12.24, 12.27, 12.29, 12.31, 2022, 01.03, 01.05, 01.07, 01.10, 01.12, 2023 #21353)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Eastern Sierra Transit Authority is proposing to:
1. Increase Dial-a-Ride fares, excluding Walker Dial-a-Ride
The comment period is December 27, 2022 to January 13, 2023

ESTA Dial-a-Ride - The following fares are proposed:
Current Proposed

Regular Zone 1: $3.00 $4.00
Regular Zone 2: $4.20 $5.00
Youth, Disabled, Senior (Discount):
Discount Zone 1: $2.40 $3.00
Discount Zone 2: $3.60 $4.00

Child (<5 years old): Free Free
Regular 30-day Pass: $108.00 $144.00
Discount 30-day Pass: $86.40  $108.00
Regular 10-Punch Pass: $27.00 $36.00
Discount 10-Punch Pass: $21.60 $27.00
Multi-Zone 10-Punch Pass: $37.80 $45.00
Multi-Zone 10-Punch Discount Pass: $32.40 $36.00

To provide comment, use the following opportunities:
Attend Public Meeting: January 13, 2023, 9:00am,
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7608711901?pwd=VS9TeE4rU0NleWFCY0JTOVhzajEyQT09
Meeting ID: 760 871 1901 Passcode: 753752

OR

Call in by Phone: 1-669-900-9128
Meeting ID: 760 871 1901 Passcode: 753752

Contact ESTA Directly on or before 5pm, January 12, 2023:
Email - info@estransit.com  Phone - 760-872-1901  Facebook - Eastern Sierra Transit

NOTICIA PÚBLICA
Eastern Sierra Transit Authority está proponiendo a:
2.  Incrementar Dial-a-Ride precios, excluyendo Walker Dial-a-Ride
El período de comentarios es 27 de Deciembre 2022 a 13 de Enero 2023

ESTA Dial-a-Ride - Se proponen las siguientes tarifas:
Actual Propuesto

Regular Zona 1: $3.00  $4.00
Regular Zona 2: $4.20 $5.00
Joven, Incapacitado, Mayor de edad (Descuento):
Descuento Zona 1: $2.40    $3.00
Descuento Zona 2: $3.60 $4.00
Joven (<5 años): Free Free

Passe de 30 dias : $108.00 $144.00
Passe de descuento de 30-dias: $86.40  $108.00
Passe regular de 10 viajes: $27.00 $36.00
Passe descuento de 10 viajes: $21.60 $27.00
Passe Multi-Zone 10 viajes (Zona 1 y Zona 2): $37.80 $45.00
Passe Descuento de Multi-Zone 10 viajes
(Zona 1 y Zona 2): $32.40 $36.00

Use las siguientes oportunidades para comentarios:
Asistir a la junta pública: 13 de Enero 2023, 9:00am,
Participar en Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7608711901?pwd=VS9TeE4rU0NleWFCY0JTOVhzajEyQT09
Meeting ID: 760 871 1901 Passcode: 753752

O

Llame a: 1-669-900-9128
Meeting ID: 760 871 1901 Passcode: 753752

Contacto con ESTA directamente antes de las 5pm, 12 de Enero 2023:
Email - info@estransit.com Phone - 760-872-1901 Facebook - Eastern Sierra Transit
(IR 12.22, 12.24, 12.27, 12.29, 12.31, 2022, 01.03, 01.05, 01.07, 01.10, 01.12, 2023 #21353)
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                              PUBLIC NOTICES 

Notice of Vacancy 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a vacancy exists on the 
Board of Directors of the Southern Mono Healthcare 
District (“SMHD” or the “District”).  In order to serve on 
the Board, you must be a registered voter, over 18 years 
of age, and reside within the boundaries of the Southern 
Mono Healthcare District.  The vacant term expires 
November 30, 2024.

If you are interested, please contact the District Secretary 
at the District Offices at 760.924.4114, or P.O. Box 660, 
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546, to request an application.  
All applications must be returned to the District Office by 
5:00 p.m. on Friday, January 6, 2023. Board interviews of 
applicants will be held on January 19, 2022 at the sched-
uled SMHD Board Meeting.  

The appointment to fill the Board vacancy will be made at 
the January 19, 2022 SMHD Board meeting.
With some exceptions, SMHD Board meetings are 
held the third Thursday of each month at 8:00 a.m. at 
Mammoth Hospital, Conference Rooms A & B and on 
Microsoft Teams. 

                                                                                      TS #2022-0211

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

SC Home Remodeling

Stephen Curran
85 Beaver Trail, P.O. Box 8349
Mammoth Lakes , CA 93546

This business is conducted by an indi-
vidual. The registrant has not yet begun to 
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name listed herein 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on Dec.20, 2022.     
File Number 22-155
2022-0212 (12/31, 1/7, 1/14, 1/21)

ORDINANCE NO. ORD 22-18
AN ORDINANCE OF THE MONO COUNTY BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS AMENDING TITLE 15 OF
 THE MONO COUNTY CODE PERTAINING TO
BUILDING REGULATIONS AND UNIFORM CODES

WHEREAS, Title 15 of the Mono County Code contains 
the Mono County Building and Construction ordinances 
and the Mono County Building Regulations, International 
Codes, and Uniform Codes; and

WHEREAS, the California Buildings Standards Code 
(“State Code”) sets forth the uniform and international 
building standards by way of adoption of specific uniform 
and international building codes and standards by 
the California Building Standards Commission that is 
binding on the state, other public agencies, and private 
parties; and

WHEREAS, the California Building Standards Commis-
sion has adopted the 2022 California Building Code regu-
lations based on the International Building Code, and 
has adopted revised codes including the 2022 California 
Electrical Code, the 2022 California Plumbing Code, the 
2022 California Mechanical Code, the 2022 California 
Energy Code, the 2022 California Historical Building 
Code, the 2022 California Fire Code, the 2022 California 
Residential Code, the 2022 California Green Building 
Standards Code, the 2022 California Administrative Code, 
the 2022 California Referenced Standards Code, the 2022 
California Existing Building Code; the 2021 International 
Property Maintenance Code; and the 2016 Edition of the 
American Concrete Institute 306R Guide to Cold Weather 
Concreting. Pursuant to state law each of the adopted 
state codes becomes effective as of January 1, 2023; and 
further, local agencies are required to adopt such codes 
by reference pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section 
17922 and Government Code Sections 50022.2 et seq.; 
and 

WHEREAS, local agencies, including the County of Mono, 
may modify the provisions of the adopted State Building 
Codes when the local agency determines, and expressly 
finds, that such changes or modifications are reasonably 
necessary because of local climatic, geological or topo-
graphical conditions as provided in Health and Safety 
Code Sections 17958.5, 17958.7, and 18941.5; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors has previously made 
findings, and hereby expressly ratifies said findings, that 
all of Mono County is a snow area requiring specific 
ground snow load requirements, and that due to the 
climatic, geological, and topographic conditions found 
in Mono County that application of high-rise buildings 
requirements set forth in Section 403 of Chapter 4 of the 
2022 California Building Code shall apply to any develop-
ment of structures designed to have occupied floors 
(such as hotels and condominiums) located more than 
50 feet above the lowest levels accessible to fire depart-
ment vehicles; and

 WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors finds that local 
climatic, geological or topographical conditions, includ-
ing snow loads, high winds, and freezing temperatures, 
require the addition of the certain specified appendices 
of the 2022 California Building Code including Appendix 
C (Agricultural Buildings), and of the 2022 California 
Residential Code including Appendix AJ (Existing Build-
ings and Structures) and Appendix AQ (Tiny Houses).  

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF 
THE COUNTY OF MONO ORDAINS as follows:
SECTION ONE:  That Title 15 of the Mono County Code 
is amended and Chapter 15 entitled Building Regulations 
and Uniform Codes that will read as set forth in Attach-
ment “A,” which is attached hereto and incorporated 
herein by this reference.

SECTION TWO:  The previous ordinances set forth 
in Chapter 15 of the Mono County Code are hereby 
repealed.   

SECTION THREE:  That if any section, subsection, 
sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is, for any 
reason, held to be unconstitutional, such decision shall 
not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this 
ordinance.  The Mono County Board of Supervisors 
hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance, 
and each section, subsection, clause or phrase thereof, 
irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, 
subsections, sentences, clauses, and phrases be declared 
unconstitutional.

SECTION FOUR: This ordinance shall become effective 
30 days from the date of its adoption and final pas-
sage following a public hearing to be held pursuant to 
Government Code Sections 50022.2 et seq.  The Clerk of 
the Board of Supervisors shall post this ordinance and 
also publish the ordinance or a summary thereof in the 
manner prescribed by Government Code section 25124 
no later than 15 days after the date of this ordinance’s 
adoption and final passage.  If the Clerk fails to so publish 
this ordinance or a summary thereof within said 15 day-
period, then the ordinance shall not take effect until 30 
days after the date of publication.

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 20th day of 
December, 2022 by the following vote, to wit:
AYES: Supervisors Corless, Duggan, and Gardner.
NOES: None. 
 ABSENT: Supervisors Kreitz and Peters.
ABSTAIN: None. 

Bob Gardner, Chair
Mono County Board of Supervisors
ATTEST: Danielle Patrick
Clerk of the Board
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
Stacey Simon
County Counsel

   
 A COMPLETE COPY OF EACH EXHIBIT LISTED IS ON 
FILE WITH THE CLERK OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVI-
SORS AND IS AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 
AND COPYING IN THAT OFFICE IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE CALIFORNIA PUBLIC RECORDS ACT, CHAP-
TER 3.5 OF DIVISION 7 OF TITLE 1.

                                                                                     TS #2022-0214

Notice of Ordinance Notice of Ordinance
ORDINANCE NO. ORD 22-19
AN ORDINANCE OF THE MONO COUNTY BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS 
SETTING FORTH PROCEDURES FOR EXPEDITING 
PERMITTING PROCESSING FOR SMALL RESIDENTIAL 
ROOFTOP SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS

WHEREAS, as set forth in Government Code Section 
65850.5(a) it is the policy of the State of California and lo-
cal agencies to encourage the installation of solar energy 
systems by removing obstacles to and minimizing costs 
of permitting the installation of such systems; and

WHEREAS, as set forth in Government Code Section 
65850.5(g), every city or county shall adopt an ordinance 
that creates an expedited and streamlined permit-
ting process for small residential rooftop solar energy 
systems; and

WHEREAS, said ordinance must substantially comply 
with the recommendations set forth in the California So-
lar Permitting Guidebook, including providing a checklist 
of all requirements for approval and issuance of permits 
in an expedited manner.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF 
THE COUNTY OF MONO ORDAINS as follows:
SECTION 1.   TITLE, WORDS AND PHRASES
This Ordinance shall be known as the County of Mono 
Small Residential Rooftop Solar Energy Systems Permit 
Expediting Ordinance.  The terms, phrases, and words 
used in this Ordinance shall be construed in compliance 
with the definitions set forth by California Government 
Code Section 65850.5.

SECTION 2.   Section 15.04.220 of the County of Mono 
County Code is hereby added to read as follows:
Section 15.04.220 Expedited Small Residential Rooftop 
Solar Energy System Permitting
Solar Energy Systems which qualify for expedited permit 
processing, pursuant to Government Code Section 
65850.5, shall be subject to the administrative permitting 
procedures set forth in the County’s Small Residential 
Rooftop Solar Energy Systems Permit Expediting Ordi-
nance.

SECTION 3.  EXPEDITED REVIEW PROCESS
Consistent with Government Code Section 65850.5, 
the Building Official shall implement an expedited 
administrative permit review process for residential small 
rooftop solar energy systems and adopt a checklist of all 
requirements with which all residential small rooftop 
solar energy systems shall comply with in order to be 
eligible for expedited review.   The expedited administra-
tive permit review process and checklist may refer to 
the recommendations in the checklist prescribed by the 
most current version of the “California Solar Permitting 
Guidebook” published by the Governor’s Office of Plan-
ning and Research.  The County’s adopted checklist shall 
be published on the County’s website.

SECTION 4. ELECTRONIC SUBMITTALS
Consistent with Government Code Section 65850.5, 
the Building Official shall allow for electronic submittal 
of permit applications covered by this Ordinance and 
associated supporting documentations.  In accepting 
such permit applications, the Building Official shall also 
accept electronic signatures on all forms, applications, 
and other documentation in lieu of a wet signature by 
any applicant.

SECTION 5. ASSOCIATION APPROVAL
Consistent with Government Code Section 65850.5, the 
Building Official shall not condition the approval for any 
residential small rooftop solar energy system permit on 
the approval of such a system by an association, as that 
term is defined by Civil Code Section 4080.

SECTION 6.  PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESSING
A permit application that satisfies the information 
requirements in the County’s adopted checklist shall be 
deemed complete and be promptly processed.  Upon 
confirmation by the Building Official that the permit 
application and supporting documents meets the 
requirements of the County adopted checklist, and is 
consistent with all applicable laws, the Building Official 
shall, consistent with Government Code Section 65850.5, 
approve the application and issue all necessary permits.  
Such approval does not authorize an applicant to en-
ergize, connect or put into use any solar energy system 
until approval is granted by the County.  If the Building 
Official determines that the permit application is incom-
plete, he or she shall issue a written correction notice to 
the applicant, detailing all deficiencies in the application 
and any additional information required to be eligible for 
expedited permit issuance.

SECTION 7. TECHNICAL REVIEW
It is the intent of this Ordinance to encourage the installa-
tion of solar energy systems by removing obstacles to per-
mitting for residential small rooftop solar energy systems 
so long as the action does not supersede the Building 
Official’s authority to address higher priority life-safety 
situations.  If the Building Official makes a finding based 
on substantial evidence that the solar energy system 
could have a specific adverse impact upon the public 
health or safety, as defined in Government Code 65850.5, 
the County may require the applicant to apply for a use 
permit.

SECTION 8.  Any provision of the County of Mono 
County Code or appendices thereto, inconsistent with 
the provisions of this Ordinance, to the extent of such 
inconsistencies and no further, are hereby repealed or 
modified to that extent necessary to affect the provisions 
of this Ordinance.

SECTION 9. The adoption of this Ordinance is exempt 
from review under the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15061(b)(3) 
(Common Sense Exemption) because it can be seen with 
certainty that the implementation of the Ordinance will 
not have a significant environmental effect in that the 
Ordinance is required by state law and facilities construc-
tion of small structures that will help the state meet its 
greenhouse gas emission reduction targets, and none 
of the circumstances in the CEQA Guidelines Section 
15300.2 applies.

                                                     ( continued above)

SECTION 10.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, 
or phrase of this Ordinance is for any reason held to be 
invalid or unconstitutional by a decision of any court of 
any competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect 
the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.  
The Mono County Board of Supervisors hereby declares 
that it would have passed this Ordinance, and each and 
every section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase not 
declared invalid or unconstitutional without regard to 
whether any portion of the Ordinance would be subse-
quently declared invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION 11: This Ordinance shall become effective 
30 days from the date of its adoption and final pas-
sage following a public hearing to be held pursuant to 
Government Code Sections 50022.2 et seq.  The Clerk of 
the Board of Supervisors shall post this ordinance and 
also publish the Ordinance or a summary thereof in the 
manner prescribed by Government Code section 25124 
no later than 15 days after the date of this Ordinance’s 
adoption and final passage.  If the Clerk fails to so publish 
this ordinance or a summary thereof within said 15 day-
period, then the Ordinance shall not take effect until 30 
days after the date of publication.

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 20th day of 
December, 2022, by the following vote, to wit:
AYES: Supervisors Corless, Duggan, and Gardner.
NOES: None. 
ABSENT: Supervisors Kreitz and Peters.
ABSTAIN: None.

Bob Gardner, Chair
Mono County Board of Supervisors
ATTEST: Danielle Patrick
Clerk of the Board
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
Stacey Simon
County Counsel
                                                                                       TS #2022-0215

Notice of Ordinance cont.
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AT THE MOVIES

By Crocetti
OF MICE AND RATS 

“The fear of God is the beginning of 
wisdom” -Proverbs 9:10

“Fear is a natural reaction to moving 
closer to the truth” -Pema Chodron 

“Fear is paper thin” -Anon.

Brain scientists must conduct brain 
experiments on animals. Ex-
perimenting on people would be... 

wholly unethical (ed. note: unless they 
work for Lunch). And so most of what we 
know about the science of the human 
brain comes from experiments observing 
rodents. 

While I did major in neuroscience in 
college, I don’t remember many of the 
details from the experiments we con-
ducted. However, there are a few things I 
do remember vividly 
- involving the differ-
ence between mice 
and rats. 

Rats are easier to 
handle, a lot of the 
time more calm and 
resilient to their en-
vironment than mice 
(who always seem 
to be too rambunc-
tious or scared to 
learn tasks). You can 
see this in the water 
maze experiments, 
where rats immedi-
ately and confidently 
start swimming 
towards a safety 
platform, while mice 
panic as soon as their feet touch the wa-
ter. Mice are weird like that. 

Professor said that it’s not because 
mice are less smart than rats, a bias that 
tends to be held in the neuroscience 
community - in fact, mice can perform 
decision-making tasks just as well as rats. 
It’s just that mice were always tested in 
equipment and experiments designed 
for a rat, and not for a mouse. Professor 
said that equipment can be altered and 
resized to promote mouse learning and 
behavior, but rats are easier and more 
efficient for these studies, so we just stick 
to that. 

But then there’s genetic studies, too. 
Professor said that mice are better for ge-
netic studies - perhaps because they are 
smaller and more easy to mutate. And so 
most of our genetic studies of the brain 
happen in mice. Professor exclaimed that 
this had led to a weird divide in neuro-
science: a ton of behavioral literature 
for rats, but no genetic literature, and a 
ton of genetic literature for mice, but no 
behavioral literature. 

I remember I laughed to myself when 
we learned this in class, and I think the 
guy next to me thought I was daydream-
ing about something funny. 

Truth be told, I was actually forming a 
hypothesis about the state of our world 
and where our species is headed. 

As humans, we 
are born like mice - 
more sensitive, less 
goal oriented - but 
the power structures 
of modern society 
harden us into rats 
if we are to survive 
its maze. And to 
put it simply, this is 
because rats exhibit 
less fear than mice, 
who are so over-
come by fear that 
they are willing to 
accept death versus 
trying to find the 
maze’s safety plat-
form.

The thought 
reminds me of Harvey Dent’s line in 
Batman: The Dark Knight that goes, “You 
either die a hero, or live long enough to 
see yourself become the villain.” Much 
like the central conflict of the movie, the 
only way to really change the structure 
of society in order to make it less damn-
ing is to first become the villain - or the 
rat - and master its maze. From there, the 
ball’s in your court.    

Here’s my hypothesis: due to technol-
ogy, the maze of modern society has 
metastasized to the point where the best 
of us remain as mice and drop off com-
pletely, while the worst of us, compelled 

by greed, are left with all the power to 
manipulate the maze in ways that are 
unconducive to the preservation of our 
species. 

Let’s start with a big question: Are our 
thoughts driven by our emotions, or our 
emotions driven by our thoughts? Might 
sound like an unanswerable chicken and 
egg quandary, but it really isn’t. If you 
study neuroscience, you learn that there 
is a very clear answer: our emotions 
precede our thoughts. The evidence is 
in our own species’ brain evolution. I 
find this best explained by the American 
physician and neuroscientist Paul D. 
MacLean’s model of the “Triune Brain” 
which, in many ways, tells the story of 
the evolution of humanity.  

According to Maclean’s model, the 
first part of the brain to form after the 
spinal cord and brain stem was the rep-
tilian complex, or the “Reptilian Brain.” 
This includes structures of the basal gan-
glia - an innermost bundle of neurons 
situated at the center of the brain. It’s 
theorized that the forebrains of animals 
such as reptiles and birds are dominated 
by these structures; they’re responsible 
for entirely instinctual, “unconscious” 
behaviors like dominance, aggression, 
and territoriality. 

The second part of the brain to form 
is what Maclean called the paleomam-
malian complex, or the “Mammalian 
Brain.” This includes the limbic system 
- structures in the brain involved in 
hormonal responses, the fight or flight 
response, bonding, reproducing, and 
parental behavior. All the emotions that 
drive our species to want to be nurturing 
to each other and work collectively; all 
the behaviors that redeem our primitive, 
Machiavellian tendencies.

Last but certainly not least to evolve is 
what Maclean called the neomammalian 
complex, or the “Neocortex.” As the most 
recent advancement in the evolution of 
the human brain, this layer is respon-
sible for “higher thinking,” i.e. language 
processing, abstraction, planning, per-
sonality and our perception of our own 
consciousness. It takes the information 
gathered from the other two layers and 
then processes it. It includes the frontal 
lobe, and it’s the first thing to go in most 
cases of neurodegeneration.

So our basic survival instincts precede 
our emotional response which precedes 
our thoughts. Violence precedes heal-
ing which precedes understanding. I’m 
not religious, but I like to think of it as 
the Devil precedes God which precedes 
enlightenment. Call it what you will, the 
point is that our emotions precede our 
ability to “think.” 

This has pretty big implications. On 
a mass scale, it means that society is 
swayed more by emotion than by logic. 

OP/ED
FMRI (functional magentic resonance 
imaging) studies also back this up. When 
put in the FMRI machine and given 
certain visual/auditory cues, the parts of 
the brain to have blood flow to them first 
are the emotional structures, followed 
subsequently by the higher-level thinking 
structures. Scientists like Jay Van Bavel 
from the Social Perception and Evalua-
tion Laboratory at NYU have linked this 
phenomenon to why most Americans 
respond to politics in an emotionally 
tribal, sports-fan-like way instead of with 
rational thought. 

Politicians know this, and, of course, 
manipulate it. 

Coders for social media algorithms 
know this too. In the age of screen time 
equating to company profit, “content 
creators” purposely curate videos that 
grab the emotional attention of users to 
keep them viewing for as long as pos-
sible. See any cute videos of puppies 
lately? Any long, drawn out, suspense-
building videos involving some kind of 
practical joke? Oddly satisfying makeup 
transformations or cooking tutorials? 
None of this is by accident. Every market-
ing playbook out there currently aims to 
adhere to the Mammalian Brain because 
it dominates our thoughts and is a much 
more lucrative tactic than trying to hold 
user attention with critical thinking. 

And there is not a more powerful emo-
tion of the Mammalian Brain to target 
than fear. The psychological and neu-
roscientific communities largely agree 
that fear is the most primitive of all our 
emotions, meaning that every other emo-
tion we experience stems from the fear 
response in some way. Fear is what links 
the Reptilian Brain and the Mammalian 
Brain. It technically is also what links the 
Mammalian Brain to the Neocortex. Fear 
is an abstract concept, but we all know 
what it feels like. It’s uncomfortable. 

Many philosophers regard fear as the 
essential emotion we need to overcome 
in order to seek the truth and reach 
enlightenment. Questioning fear is what 
separates the boys from the men; the 
distinction lies in who is brave enough to 
ask the scary questions as well as ponder 
their answers. 

But, you need to experience fear before 
you can ask questions about it. 

Neuroscientist Abigail Marsh of 
Georgetown University runs the col-
lege’s Laboratory of Social and Affective 
Neuroscience. She specializes in studying 
psychopaths, and found an interesting 
correlation between fear and empathy. 

When it comes to psychopaths, it is 
empathy that they lack. We all know that. 
But the actual only tangible response 
seen in their brain FMRI’s is a lack of the
fear response; their emotional brains do 

You either die a hero, 

or live long enough to 

see yourself become 

the villian.

”

“

-Harvey Dent 

During her tenure at the 
paper, we let writer and 
New Hampshire native 
Emily Crocetti indulge her 
passion for stories about 
brain chemistry and mental 
health. Because she’s wicked 
smaht. This was the piece that 
generated the most fan mail. 
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continued from page 20
not physically feel fear, leaving their ra-
tional brains to decipher what fear means 
through observation in others. 

There is therefore an intrinsic connec-
tion between feeling others’ pain and 
wanting to care for them, and feeling 
the discomfort of fear; the more fear one 
experiences, the more likely they are to 
be empathetic towards others. This is 
because the fear response was intended 
to protect our species from wild beasts 
in the forest; it was necessary in order 
to protect our kin and ensure that our 
genetic code prevailed. 

Most people are familiar with the “fight 
or flight” response: the idea that, when 
confronted with fear, the initial human 
reaction is to either escape it or fight it. 
But there is a third reaction. This is the 
“freeze response”: where an animal is 
so overwhelmed by fear that it freezes in 
the face of uncertainty, unable to make 
any decision to protect itself. Mice often 
exhibit this when placed in water mazes; 
it’s a learned-helplessness response, and 
in the moment, animals that exhibit this 
are so over-stimulated by fear that they 
basically short-circuit and accept their 
own death fully. 

For most of my life, I’ve been watching 
news coverage about how our planet’s 
temperatures could reach an irreversible 
tipping point by as early as 2030 if the 
world doesn’t dramatically reduce car-
bon emissions, which will lead to existen-
tial catastrophe. Over the past two years 
I have been watching news coverage 
about a pandemic that has now claimed 
approximately 6 million lives worldwide /from The Sheet March 19/

(according to the internet). Over the 
past two weeks, I have been watching 
live coverage of the Russian invasion of 
the Ukraine - a monumental event that 
will undoubtedly steer the history books 
towards darkness - through the cracked 
screen of my iPhone 7.  

My favorite social media app is Twitter, 
because it’s honest. For whatever reason, 
people aren’t as afraid to look like ass-
holes on Twitter. They really speak their 
mind. When bad things first hit the news, 
Twitter is where I go; it’s also often faster 
at disseminating information than news 
broadcasts. 

What I’ve found is that, when bad 
things initially happen, people truly care. 
They post serious content communicat-
ing compassion, worry, and a desire to 
collectively act. 

But things change over time. And it 
surely isn’t a long amount of time. 

For example, it only took about one day 
after the Russian invasion of the Ukraine 
for the “World War III” memes to start 
circulating. For the most part, they were 
nihilistic, cynical commentaries poking 
fun at the meaninglessness of war and of 
life (curated by some socially-awkward 
American from the luxury and privilege 
of their studio apartment in a city not 
experiencing war).

The memes reminded me of the “black 
fly” memes that circulated after one of 
the vice-presidential debates between 
Mike Pence and Kamala Harris, where a 
black fly landed on Pence’s head. It be-
came that people were only talking about 
the situational irony of the fly - and not 

about what the politicians were actually 
saying and communicating. 

In both cases, the internet became a 
place not for meaningful conversation, 
but for bonding over the dissociation 
from reality. 

I believe that people react with nihilis-
tic humor like this because deep down, 
it’s a fear-driven freeze response. It is 
easier to turn on, tune in, and drop out 
than it is to stay tuned in and try to figure 
out where you fit within a situation and 
how you can make a difference. It’s not 
that people aren’t feeling fear the way 
psychopaths don’t, but instead it’s that 
they’re feeling so much fear that they’re 
frozen towards the situation and don’t 
know how to address it with their Neo-
cortex except via distraction. 

And when this happens collectively, 
it’s easier for the greed of power-hungry 
people to warp the truth and make us 
forget what it even feels like to actively 
have a seat at truth’s table. 

Modern day evil is increasingly more 
insidious, abstract and global than what 
our brain circuitry was designed to fear. 
This means that it requires a lot of criti-
cal thinking to recognize and call out in 
order to stop. But nowadays, technology 
allows us to escape from reality whenever 
things get uncomfortable, driving us to 
think less critically than ever before. With 
the constant dissemination of informa-
tion and unlimited distractions from 
how that information makes us feel, our 
evolution is now working against us; the 
instinct to escape our fear at all costs now 
drives the type of dissociation and indif-

ference that will be our species’ demise. 
Our collective fear response has been 
frozen and desensitized, replacing the 
truth with distraction, and true empathy 
with a type of pseudo-empathy dictated 
by our online presence. 

Less and less people are asking the 
scary questions, because there are less 
people daring enough to keep their at-
tention on one issue for long enough to 
do so. 

Our ancestors weren’t able to just keep 
scrolling on a screen when they saw a 
wild animal charging at them. They had 
to act. And if they didn’t, they would liter-
ally die. 

We are meant to feel our fear. We are 
meant to sit with it, overcome it, reflect 
upon it, and grow from it. If we distract 
ourselves from it, we don’t escape it; in 
fact, that just means that we’ve willingly 
been swallowed by it. 

I think this is what the “Litany of Fear” 
from the novel Dune, whose movie 
adaptation came out last year, intends to 
communicate: 

I must not fear.
Fear is the mind-killer.
Fear is the little-death that brings total 

obliteration.
I will face my fear.
I will permit it to pass over me and 

through me.
And when it has gone past, I will turn 

the inner eye to see its path.
Where the fear has gone there will be 

nothing. Only I will remain.”
That’s the only way things will get bet-

ter. 



If you’re looking for love in all the wrong places, that 
means you’re probably reading The Sheet personals. 

Here’s a sampling of the year’s best. 

personals
YEAR IN REVIEW
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I saw you ... want to increase TBID so you 
can fly planes to Dallas. I’m all for it, so long as 
Debbie does me before the rest of Mammoth. 

I saw you ... want to pump the valley dry. Is 
this code? Who’s “the valley?” Why “dry?” As a 
courtesy, shouldn’t lube be considered? 

In search of ... a Preakness horse to bet? I’d 
say Happy Jack, but when is Jack ever happy? 
No wonder it’s a longshot. 

I hope to see you ... at this weekend’s Pride 
event. I really regret blowing you off the last 
time I saw you and would definitely swallow 
some pride for a second chance. 

I saw you ... are graduating from high school. 
For your next step, try to focus on an A.A. de-
gree unrelated to alcohol consumption. 

I saw you ... are rooting for the Warriors in the 
NBA Finals. That’s fine - but I wouldn’t get car-
ried away betting it. That will lead to a charging 
foul and a loss of possession. 

I saw you ... still have your van parked 
on the frontage road. Is this because you’re 
conducting a research study to determine 
who’s more incompetent - the Town of Mam-
moth Lakes for allowing the van to sit there, 
or the Post Office, which can’t fix a door? 

I saw you ... testify on Tuesday to the 1/6 
Committee. Wow. How about some role play? 
You be the ketchup on the wall, and I’ll be your 
faithful sponge. 

I saw you ... testify on Tuesday to the 1/6 
Committee. Wow. Any chance you’ll testify 
before my 6/9 Committee? 

I hope to see you ... on Bastille Day. Because I 
love a man who’s well hung!

I  saw you ... fear a recession, but really, you 
weren’t blessed with much to begin with. 

I saw you ... had your property burn again. 
Maybe you should be nicer to other people and 
pray more often. 

I saw you ... want me to pray more often. Well, 
maybe you can give me a few pointers. From a 
kneeling position. Because I have prayed about 
that. 

I saw you ... found temporary housing in a 5th 
wheel. Can’t decide if this is a step up or down 
from your usual 3rd wheel status. 

In search of ... someone who can help fumi-
gate my smoky house. And no, smoky house isn’t 
a euphemism for my Levis. 

I hope to see you ... at the Eastern Sierra Book 
Festival this weekend. And forgive me for being 
forward, but if you’ll read my foreword, I’ll tickle 
your appendix. 

I heard you ... are awfully depressed about 
your cratering crypto investment. C’mon. You 
gotta have faith. After all, Matt Damon said in 
that crypto commercial that “fortune favors the 
brave.” ‘Course, he mentioned nothing about the 
stupid. 

I saw you ... caught Covid and still haven’t re-
covered. Hint: I’m using “Covid” as a code word 
for my last girlfriend. 

I hope to see you ... at Bluesapalooza. But I 
don’t know why you’re so excited to go see Trom-
bone Shorty. By what you’ve told me, sounds like 
you’re married to Trombone Shorty.

I saw you ... think you own my property. Clas-
sic. So you want something you’ve never paid 
for, never worked for, never improved ... It’s the 
modern American Dream.

I hope you attend the fair next weekend in 
Bishop ... if the line’s too long, you can always try 
the zipper at my place afterwards. 

I hope to see you ... at Rock ‘n Rye this week-
end, but do me a favor. Dumb yourself down and 
leave the wry at home. 

I saw you ... postponed retirement on Thurs-
day with an upset win at the U.S. Open. But hon-
estly, should a booty like yours ever be retired? 

In search of ... a Rod Stewart fan who knows 
that when late September gets here, “school” is 
code for “in my pants.” 

I heard you ... are a Van Gogh fan and want to 
go to the special exhibit now showing in Reno. If 
you need a roadtrip buddy, I’m all ears. 

I hope I don’t see you ... at a local watering 
hole for opening NFL weekend. Because every 
time I try to hit on someone, you commit pass 
interference. 

I hope to see you ... at 
a local pumpkin patch. 
Because there’s nothing 
I’d like better than to 
put my hands on your 
big, smooth beautiful 
pumpkin. 

In search of ... some-
one to go “leaf-peeping” 
with. *By the way, my 
name is Tom, and I have 
vast experience in peep-
ing. So if you don’t feel 
like going leaf-peeping 
with me, just tell me 
your address instead. 

 I saw your team 
... is undefeated. And 
it reminds me of that 
Hunter Thompson line. 
“The real problem is 
how to wallow with the 
Eagles at night and then 
soar with the pigs in the 
morning.” 

I heard you ... may be 
creating a Coke room at 
McCoy Station. I sure 
hope you don’t blow it. 

In search of ... some-
one to help me fill out 
these hundreds of ballots dropped at my door 
by a friend of mine in the Masonic Order. Then 
I need a ride to Arizona so I can drop them in 
a ballot box in downtown Phoenix during the 
dead of night. If you could finally drop me at the 
abortion clinic with a hit of methadone, I’ll give 
you a free subscription to my OnlyFans.

Please note: I only ride in electric vehicles. 
In search of... a snow-blower. Sincerely, Frosty. 

By the way, you may find me disappointing if we 
meet up in a greenhouse.

I saw you... have a corn-cob pipe and two eyes 
made out of coal. Which is a deal-breaker for 
me, wearing fossil fuel on your face, you climate 
change denying f*ck.   

In search of ... a man who appreciates both 
white meat and dark meat for a Thanksgiving 
Day threesome. Note: Those interested must be 
proficient at making the gravy.

I saw you ... are giving out four Covid tests per 
household. Personally, I could’ve done more with 
a six-pack and an HBOMax subscription.

I saw you...at the Free Eastside Town Hall. 
You seemed right at home with all the spit flying 
around.

I heard...your team lost over Wild Card Week-
end. It’s okay, now there’s more time for you to 
focus on other balls. Mine, specifically. 

I heard you ... think you’re Olympic caliber. If 
the sport is couch-surfing, I would agree.

Contemplating ... a booty call for Presidents’ 
weekend. Hint: If you want to win me over, don’t 
flash Presidents, flash Benjamins. 

I saw you ... are really reticent about meeting 
in person again. Well, of course. In real life, there 
is no mute button. 

I heard you ... bitching about gas prices and 
the ban on Russian oil. Of course you were bitch-
ing. You don’t care what you Putin your tank. 
Exhibit A: Your first husband. 

I saw you ... are appearing in Mammoth Lakes 
Repertory Theater’s production of The Women. 
Question: Any chance the cast will consider hav-
ing a Burlesque Night?

I see ... that March is National Women’s 
Month. So ... does that mean I get the chance to 
be on top in April?

In search of ... a little March Madness, since 
I know you won’t go for me in normal circum-
stances.

I saw you ... think the end of the world is near. 
I’m also concerned about the world ending ... 
without me getting in your pants. 

In search of ... a World War Threesome, but 
am also fine with a World Worgy. If interested, 
send a photo of your Brazilian to my Mozam-
bique and let’s Taiwan-on. 

I saw you ... are excited about the Final Four 
matchup between Duke and North Carolina. 
After a few hours of watching Coach K, swing 
by my place and I’ll show you why they call me 
Coach KY.

I saw you ... are 
rooting for Duke in the 
Final Four. Wow, that’s 
lonely. Do you find 
yourself spelling the 
name Krzyzewski to 
keep yourself com-
pany? 

I saw you ... are in-
terested in some action 
with me and my room-
mate after the game. In 
basketball parlance, is 
that what you’d call a 
double dribble? 

I saw you ... resigned 
as Mono County Public 
Works Director. I hope 
this is not a case of “I 
fought the Lawton, and 
the Lawton won.” 

I heard you ... just 
love mashed pota-
toes. Maybe I should 
introduce you to my 
ex-girlfriend. 

I saw you ... and I 
automatically knew 
what my New Year’s 
Resolution should be. 

I saw you ... and 
then came down with 

omicron. Which is no picnic, but is preferable to 
the STDs you usually offer. 

I heard you ... are sad about the Ikon 
blackouts. Strange. I’ve never known you to be 
blackout averse.

I saw you ... at the Lions Club Pancake Break-
fast. As I suspected, you really know how to 
inhale the sausage. 

I saw you ... at Wednesday’s School Board 
forum. I fear you suffer from Critical Cliché 
Theory. 

I saw you...at the Free Eastside Town Hall. 
You seemed right at home with all the spit flying 
around.

I heard...your team lost over Wild Card Week-
end. It’s okay, now there’s more time for you to 
focus on other balls. Mine, specifically. 

I saw you ... caught 

Covid and still haven’t 

recovered. Hint: I’m 

using ‘Covid’ as a 

code word for my last 

girlfriend

”

“

- Anon.
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“Drive to my parents’ house.”                                                                                 
-Chad Andrews, Fresno

“I’d go long stock market ... either we’re 
gonna rebound and come back rich, or we all 
die.                                                          

-Rich Samson, Playa del Ray 

“I’d stay here and hunker down.”                                                                          
-Julie Dietrich, Bend Oregon

“Get a slice of pizza and a beer.”                                                                        
-Stuart Need, Mammoth

“Find my spouse.”                                                                                 
-Art Friedman, Mammoth

“Run for the hills to Mammoth Mountain.”                                                                   
-Marko Henrickson, Mammoth

“Hide out in the woods.”                                                                        
-Emily Tewksbury, Truckee

“I’d go to the Tungsten Mine.”                                                                     
-Jon McGrath, Mammoth

The Sheet asked people on the street: If you found out that nuclear war just broke out, what’s the first thing you would do?
In light of the war in Ukraine.... 



A NEW
HOME 

FOR 
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FUN
ONLY A FEW HOMES REMAIN! 

SCHEDULE A PRIVATE TOUR TODAY.

MOVE-IN BEFORE WINTER, CALL FOR CURRENT AVAILABILITY! 
Luxury Mountain Retreats With Miles of Trails, Open Space & Room To Breathe Near Mammoth Mountain.Luxury Mountain Retreats With Miles of Trails, Open Space & Room To Breathe Near Mammoth Mountain.

UP TO 3 BEDS & FLEX ROOM. UP TO 2,184 SQ. FT. • SALES (760)-934-3334 • LIVECREEKHOUSE.COM
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ANOTHER LUXURY DEVELOPMENT BY THE CHADMAR GROUP
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