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YOU CAN CALL ME "GONE"

Charlie Pike plays 
Jim Fingal oppo-
site Jack Lunch & 
Victoria Farber in 
The Lifespan of a 
Fact, opening this 
weekend at the 
Edison Theater in 
Mammoth. Pike 
interviews the real 
Jim Fingal, author 
of the book upon 
which the play 
is based, in this 
week’s issue. See 
p. 15. 

THE SNOWY DAYS
By Lunch 

ASPENDELL AVALANCHE

On Tuesday morning, 
an avalanche swept 
through the Aspendell 

community, damaging three 
homes. 

One home was pushed off 
its foundation. 

The other two homes 
sustained moderate damage 
in the form of busted out win-
dows and damaged garage 
doors. 

In Aspendell, the storm 
started as rain before turning 
to snow and dumping a total 
of 40” before a break in the 
action Wednesday.

While a typical Sierra storm 
has water content of ap-

Mammoth Lakes Police 
Chief Al Davis, 59, 
has been placed on 

administrative leave after being 
popped for a DUI (Driving Un-
der the Influence) in Mammoth 

see AVALANCHE, page 4PHOTO: PIKE

Al Davis placed on administrative leave

Lakes on Friday, January 6. 
The California Highway 

Patrol (CHP) report stated, “At 
approximately 11:57 a.m., CHP 
was requested to assist Mam-
moth Lakes Police Department 
with a traffic crash involving 
a city of Mammoth Lakes em-
ployee and vehicle.”

While attempting to park 
at the Minaret Mall outside 
Giovanni’s Restaurant, Mr. 
Davis collided into an unoc-
cupied, parked vehicle, causing 
minor damage to both vehicles. 

During the investigation, 
Mr. Davis “displayed signs and 
symptoms of impairment.”

“After further investigation, it 
was determined Mr. Davis was 

Former? Police Chief Al Davis.

MAMMOTHHOLISTICS.COM
760-633-7570
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Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
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proximately 10%, these latest 
storms have had water con-
tent of up to 30% (described 
as the amount of water within 
a column of snow). 

The slide occurred within 
the “East Slope” path. 

There were no reported 
injuries.

Phil Moores – Executive Di-
rector of Eastern Sierra Tran-
sit Authority – experienced 
the avalanche first hand. 

“When the blast hit me, I 
ducked because I thought it 
was just a big wind gust,” said 
Moores. Ducking for cover is 
something he’s never done 

First-hand account of the slide from Phil Moores
By Pike 

Izzy Kocher in the snow near Davison.

Love ‘em or hate ‘em, 
the British have some 
things going for them. 

Like calling cookies “biscuits.” 
And fries “chips.” And chips 
“crisps.” My friend Matt is do-
ing a Masters in Manchester 
right now, so they have him. 
And Ted Lasso’s made me cry 
at least four times. 

The British also have The 
Guardian, which attributes 
the phrase “it’s raining cats 
and dogs” to 17th century 
England, when city streets 
lined with trash and carcasses 
would flood during storms 
and whisk along dead ani-
mals. (One original drafts of 
the phrase: “It shall rain dogs 
and polecats”).

In honor of the British… 
see CATS & DOGS, page 6
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LUNCH
continued from page 1
suspected of driving under the influence of a combination of alcohol and 
drugs at the time of the crash.” 

He was placed under arrest at 2 p.m. and provided a blood sample before 
being released into the custody of an MLPD staff sergeant. 

MLPD Sergent Dan Casabian was subsequently appointed Acting Police 
Chief by Town Manager Dan Holler. 

The incident in front of Giovanni’s was Davis’s second car accident of the 
day. 

The first accident, which was unreported, occurred at approximately 6 a.m. 
A Mammoth local said Davis plowed into his old pickup truck, which was 

parked in front of his residence. 
The local waved and began moving towards the car in an effort to flag down 

the driver. 
When the driver rolled down his window, the local recognized Davis. 
The conversation went something like this:
“You hit my truck.”
“No, I hit a snow bank.” 
A cursory examination of fenders revealed that it had indeed been a truck, 

not a snow bank. A piece of Davis’s fender was recovered at the scene.
A friend of the local also filmed a short clip of the interaction. 
Both men believed Davis to be intoxicated at the time. 
Davis began his career in 1982. Prior to Mammoth, he served as a Com-

mander with the Ventura Police Dept. 
He has been Mammoth’s Police Chief since 2014, when he succeeded the 

retiring Dan Watson. 
Mammoth’s Police Chief is an at-will position, meaning one can be re-

moved at any time, with or without cause. 
As the Chief’s contract states, “Employee shall serve at the will and plea-

sure of the Town Manager.” 
In a without cause scenario, the Chief would be due ten weeks severance 

pay. 
As the Town’s too chickens*it to hold anyone accountable - after all, public 

employees holding one of their own accountable would set horrible prec-
edent - I wouldn’t count on the Town firing Davis with cause.

The job pays approximately $190,000/year with benefits.
One of those benefits includes use of a Town vehicle. 
As the contract states, “Town shall provide employee with a vehicle for 

employee’s use on Town business and for occasional de minimis personal 
purposes, in lieu of providing any vehicle allowance. Town shall be respon-
sible for the costs of operation, repair, maintenance, fuel, liability, property 
damage and comprehensive insurance.” 

De minimis apparently includes early morning booze runs. 
The Sheet asked Town Attorney Andrew Morris if Davis gets to keep his 

company car while he’s on leave. 
Morris’s reply: I don’t believe so. 
The Chief’s employment contract expires on June 30, 2023. He has stated in 

the recent past (within the past few months) that he has purchased a retire-
ment home in Florida. 

The Sheet spoke with Watson this week and asked if he would consider 
returning for a short period until Mammoth settled on a replacement. 

Watson said “I would probably not consider it … I live in southern Arizona 
and am no longer certified in California.” 

Acting Police Chief Casabian started in law enforcement in Riverside back 
in 2001, and then transferred to Mammoth P.D. in 2002. He was with MLPD 
from 2002-2013, then spent five years with the Mono County Sheriff’s Dept. 
before returning to MLPD to become a Sergeant in 2018. 

Casabian said MLPD retains a strong management team and that his job 
right now is to “eliminate negative impacts” with the leadership transition. 

“We’ll continue to offer our same professional service and [adhere to] our 
community policing philosophy,” which he described as involved, pro-active, 
and building personal relationships within the community.

One thing that came up in my conversation with Watson was an anecdote 
he told about taking a recent trip to Tennessee. He said MLPD Sgt. Ron Glad-
ding invited him to stop by, as he has a home in Cookeville, Tenn. 

Now that’s a long commute. 
And obviously, policing is not a job which lends itself to remote work. So 

I asked Gladding about it this week. He was quite forthcoming, and it did 
speak to the modern work/life balance. 

He said he owns a home in Tennessee and goes back there quite a bit, but 
says he spends the majority of his time in Mammoth. He’s an MHS gradu-
ate, and loves the department and the town. He is committed to the job for at 
least the next five years (when he would be eligible for retirement) regardless 
of who serves as Chief. 

Diesel outage

The Town experienced an outage of diesel fuel this past week - at least for 
private businesses and individuals, a result of the sustained closure of High-
way 395 due to the storms. 

Mamnmoth Chevron’s Karl Teller has the largest tank so he held out the 
longest, but was still dry for approximately thirty hours. 

This hindered private snow removal operations. 
The Town of Mammoth, per Public Works Director Haislip Hayes at Tues-

day’s Planning and Economic Development Commission meeting, sent two 
plows south in order to lead its diesel supplier up the grade. 

The Sheet asked Teller if the Town had reached out to offer to lead a larger 
convoy which would include rigs serving private suppliers. Answer: No. 

To paraphrase Teller: We supply the tax revenue so the public sector can 
look out for itself. 

Help keep yourself and other guests on the mountain safe. Know the 
zone, make a plan, always stop on the side, and wear a helmet.

STAY IN 
CONTROLCONTROLCONTROLCONTROL

DON’T END YOUR SEASON EARLY

STAY IN 
THE FUN

If caught skiing/riding out of control, or traveling too 
fast in a slow zone, you will lose your ticket or pass.

MAMMOTHMOUNTAIN.COM/SAFETY

FOR MORE MOUNTAIN SAFETY TIPS, GO TO:

IN CASE OF MOUNTAIN EMERGENCIES, CALL 760.934.0611

JANUARY IS NSAA NATIONAL SAFETY MONTH

For a subscription, visit the website, 
make a donation and be added to the       
e-mail blast list. 





AVALANCHE
continued from page 1

4   I   LETTERS/COVER STORY                      www.thesheetnews.com              THE SHEET  I  Saturday, January 14, 2023  

www.mammothbreakfastclub.com

Now Accepting Credit Cards

Indoor / Outdoor Seating / Dog Friendly Patio
Real Vodka Homemade Bloody Mary’s,

Cocktails, Mimosa’s & Beer

Homemade Pastries, Muffins, Crossaints, Biscuits
Mexican Breakfast Specialties, Omelettes, & More

LETTERS
It’s Real Nutty

Dear Editor:

I would like to thank Jon Klusmire 
for his informative and thoughtful 
article, Water for Nuts… in the last 
edition of The Sheet. I share his senti-
ments… and his distaste for almond 
milk!

I would like to offer some back-
ground to his story. 

The road he travelled through the 
Central Valley, I-5, cuts right through 
the heart of the Westlands water 
district. 250,000 acres of this district 
is indeed, according to Mark Arax; in 
his book The Dreamt Land, Vintage 
Books 2019, as Jon describes it: some 
of the “most productive farmland in 
the country”. 

Another 300,000 acres however is 
not so good. It is spoiled by a dense 
clay layer a few meters below the sur-
face, which prevents proper drainage. 
This causes salt and other minerals to 
accumulate in the soil over time. One 
reason why almonds and pistachios 
are grown there, is their higher salt 
tolerance. 

Much of this acreage would never 
have been planted, had it not been for 
the Central Valley Project, the federal 
water diversion scheme that pumps 
water from the San Joaquin Delta and 
transports it via the Delta-Mendota 

canal, for storage in the San Luis Res-
ervoir. 

The plan was originally sold as 
a benefit to small farmers, but has 
turned out to mostly benefit large 
corporate farmers, who use the low 
cost water to grow their orchard crops 
on marginal land.

A reorientation of water distribution 
priorities in California, that would 
supply water to farmers growing 
important food crops on genuinely 
productive ground, might leave cor-
porate growers like the Resnicks and 
Woolfs, 2 families profiled by Arax, 
high and dry. 

The signs on I-5 may be “Jerry 
rigged” and hand painted, but they 
express the platform of those who 
receive the most farm subsidies, and 
don’t want to be kicked off the gravy 
train. 

Urmas Franosch
Mammoth Lakes 

before. “It just shocked me,” he said. 
“There were white crystals floating 

everywhere in the air. I couldn’t see 
much.” Moores went into his home, 
closed the door. “I went to the front 
door, looked out across the street, 
and the house [across from him] was 
without walls.” 

The wind blast from the avalanche 
was so strong that it blew out the four 
by five foot plate glass windows in a 
neighbor’s living room.

Moores strapped on snowshoes and 
began the hundred yard trek to the 
neighbor’s. 

It took him thirty minutes. 
“The powder was so deep on the 

street, even with snowshoes on it was 
still up to my hips,” said Moores. 

Shovel. Step. 
Shovel. Step. 
Shovel. Step…
He made it, accounted for every 

person and, eventually, animal. 
Then, he had to hatch an escape 

plan. “The road wasn’t plowed and we 
couldn’t get out,” said Moores. “Thank 
God the road department did answer 
our appeal.” 

Moores explained that, in times 
of crisis, some people know how to 
adjust on their feet and do the right 
moral and ethical thing. 

Others are bound so tightly by the 
rules that they suffer paralysis of inac-
tion. 

For example, Bishop Care Cen-
ter wouldn’t let Moores 83 year-old 

neighbor stay in her husband’s room. 
Even though her husband was there. 
The care center is not a hotel, they 
told her. 

Others stepped up, like the road de-
partment, which helped to dig them 
out and get them to safety. 

Moores hopes this “freebie” disas-
ter – no injuries, no deaths – will be a 
teaching moment. 

When Moores was a kid, a child on 
a Big Wheel was killed at an intersec-
tion. Very quickly, a stop sign was 
built to prevent another tragedy. 

“It shouldn’t come to that,” Moores 
thought. Death should not be the sole 
precipitator of change. 

“This is an opportunity to make 
changes,” Moore told me. Things like 
better communication between the 
county departments – Moores told me 
that the road department knew the 
danger of the avalanche, but the Sher-
iff didn’t tell them to evacuate – and 
between departments and residents. 

Perhaps grant money could be 
obtained to craft an expert-guided 
avalanche plan. 

“Knowledge is power,” Moores said. 
“If people understand risk and how 
to avoid it, then they’ll do it. Or, they 
won’t, but at least it’ll be their fault.” 



Schedule A Tour Today! 
800-421-7005 

Ownership at 80|50 in Mammoth gives you the convenience, comfort and luxury of 5-Star hotel living 
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CATS AND DOGS
continued from page 1

Free Days in Death Valley 

DEATH VALLEY, Calif. – Death Valley 
National Park will join National Park 
Service (NPS) sites around the country 
in celebrating Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day with free entrance to the park. En-
trance fees will be waived for all visitors 
on Monday, January 16. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day will be the 
first of five fee-free days in 2023. 

Those days include April 22 to kick 
off National Park Week, August 4 to 
celebrate the Anniversary of the Great 
American Outdoors Act, September 23 
for National Public Lands Day, and No-
vember 11 in honor of Veterans Day.  

Fee-free designation applies to en-
trance fees only and does not affect fees 
for camping.  

Death Valley National Park experi-
enced severe flash flooding in August 
and September. Most roads in the 
southern and center of the park have 
reopened, but North Highway and some 
backcountry roads are still closed until 
repairs are finished.  All of the park’s 
lodging and most of the park’s camp-
grounds are open.  

For more information about visiting 
the park, please visit nps.gov/deva.

Coach Jones’s Corner

Mammoth High School Boys Basket-
ball, with an overall record of (6-6), had 
two very close games the past couple 
weeks after returning to play after their 

LOCAL BRIEFS
holiday break and having to reschedule 
two games for later in the season due to 
weather.

Mammoth played at Lone Pine (4-5) 
on Friday, Jan. 6 and came up just short 
falling 33-36.  Down two starters, Mam-
moth battled the entire game coming 
up just short to a very quick Lone Pine 
team.

Tyler Jones: 10 Points, 10 Rebounds, 4 
Steals, 3 Assists.

Forrest Daniels: 10 Points, 3 Assists.
Kaiam Trabulsi: 7 Points, 4 Rebounds, 

2 Steals.
Matt Toomey: 6 Points, 11 Rebounds, 

2 Steals.
On Saturday Mammoth traveled to 

Carson City,  Nevada and playing at Si-
erra Lutheran (8-3) in a highly contest-
ed game and again, came up just short 
falling 54-55 to the host Falcons.

Matt Toomey: 33 Points, 19 Rebounds, 
2 Assists, 3 Steals. 

Tyler Jones: 16 Points, 11 Rebounds, 
10 Assists, 5 Steals, 4 Blocks.

Forrest Daniels: 3 Points, 4 Rebounds, 
2 Assists, 2 Steals.

The Huskies play at home this Sat-
urday at 3 p.m. against Lone Pine and 
Monday at 3:30 p.m. against Sierra 
Lutheran. 

MHS Varsity Girls Basketball 

The Mammoth Girls Varsity team took 
a couple losses last weekend against 
Lone Pine (58-4) and Sierra Lutheran 
(40-22), bringing their overall record to 
1-8. The Girls will have a chance to settle 
the score against both teams. Saturday, 
they play Lone Pine at home at 4:30 
p.m. Monday, they play Sierra Lutheran 
at home at 2 p.m. 

Top scorers for the team include 
Nicole Smyth (7.6 points per game), 
Amy Castro (6.6 points per game), and 
Melanie Herrera (6 points per game). 

Avalanche & Evacuation Procedures

FROM MONO COUNTY:

Local avalanche experts are growing 
more concerned with each storm that 
hits the Eastern Sierra. Given the NWS 
recent report, residents and visitors are 
encouraged to take the following ac-
tions to prepare for possible avalanche 
conditions:

- Prepare a “Go Bag”
- Money: ATM and credit cards, 

checkbook(s), currency, safe deposit 
keys

- Medical items: Medical and dental 
records, immunization cards, glasses 
and contacts, medications, prescrip-
tions, first aid kit

- Personal Belongings: Clothing, toys 
and games, pet items, cell phone, elec-
tronics chargers, toiletry kit

- Food/Water
- Documentation: Passport/Visa, 

marriage, birth, adoption and natu-
ralization certificates, identification, 
driver’s license, auto insurance policies, 
registrations, and title (if applicable), 
school records, pet records,

- Arrange Lodging. Identify and se-
cure emergency lodging

- Prepare Transportation. Fuel ve-
hicles. Arrange to carpool Identify and 
secure alternative transportation.

This past week, it snowed two-wheel 
drive sedans and, well, other cars, too.

According to onthesnow.com, 
during the past 72 hours, 72 inches 
of snow have fallen atop Mammoth 
Mountain. 

That’s an inch per hour. Like it was 
snowing snails.

A look at what’s to come shows 
more snow this weekend. 

Up to four inches on Friday. 
Between 14 and 22 inches on Satur-

day. 
One to two inches on Sunday. 
More snow on Monday, Tuesday, 

and Wednesday, although the detailed 
forecast doesn’t give inch estimates 
for those dates. 

Bishop’s looking at a 75% chance of 
rain on Saturday, and a 66% chance 
of rain on Monday. Other than that, it 
looks like things might be pretty dry. 

As storms continue, preparedness 
is key. 

Flooding is a possibility, and sand 
is available at the following locations 
(bring a shovel):

June Lake Community Center
Lee Vining Airport
Chalfant Fire Station
Bridgeport Yard
Benton Road Shop
Mammoth Lakes Public Works
Walker Road Shop
Long Valley Fire Station. 

Two-story Mountainback Condo off Lakeview.
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Last Monday, January 9, the 
Bishop City Council began its 
meeting with an invocation for 

the last time. At least, until the coun-
cil members draft a new resolution. 

In 2013, the Council adopted a res-
olution that formalized the start-of-
meeting invocation and established 
procedures to select local individuals 
of any faith to give it. Last Monday 
–  despite 21 in-person public com-
ments supporting the invocation 
– the Council voted (3 to 2) to discon-
tinue the practice of invocations at 
their meetings. 

Councilmembers Muchovej, 
Schwartz and Kong voted to discon-
tinue.

Mayor Jim Ellis and Mayor Pro-Tem 
Jose Garcia were on the other side. 

Pastor Davis from the Church of the 
Nazarene delivered the final prayer, 
thanking the “God of every nation 
and tribe and people and language” 
for his blessings and invoking “Lord 
Jesus … to lead Bishop, California 
and the surrounding communities.”

22 people spoke during the public 
comment period. Just one person 
supported the invocation’s discon-

Bishop City Council discontinues practice of invocation at meetings

tinuation, citing a need for inclusiv-
ity. “One would think the official city 
religion is Christianity if one regularly 
attends these meetings … even if that 
is not the intent that [the Council is] 
setting.”

The 21 others did not want the 
invocations to end. Calvary Baptist 
Church Pastor Rick Klug called the 
invocations a “great tradition” and 
questioned whether or not the invo-
cation was an inclusion issue. “I feel 
like this council has never made it 
sound like this was a Christian thing,” 
said Klug. 

Mark Vincent replied to the one 
woman who was against the invoca-
tion. “Her opinion, to me, typifies 
what we should be respecting,” said 
Vincent. “Your right to believe or not 
to believe.” 

Vincent pulled out a one dollar bill. 
Told the Council that it said “In God 
We Trust.” He pulled out a twenty. 
Then, a hundred dollar bill. Each 
inscribed “In God We Trust.”

“These are traditions and standards 
that were formed at the beginning of 
this country,” said Vincent. He then 
mentioned that the President of the 

United States, the US Senate and 
House, the California Legislature, 
and the League of California Cities all 
allow invocations at the start of their 
meetings. 

John Harris Sr., a practicing attor-
ney for 57 years, reminded everyone 
that the historical constitutional 
foundation of the issue is important. 

Bishop resident Gayla Wolf, de-
scribing herself as “a woman of faith 
and hope, not religious bias,” asked 
what was wrong with beginning a 
Council meeting with a prayer for 
spiritual guidance. “Has it not always 
been one nation, under God?” asked 
Wolf, who claimed that faith-based 
cultures were being attacked by those 
that wanted to get God out of every-
thing. “In Jesus’ name, Amen,” she 
ended. 

Michelle Mulligan told the Council, 
“If you care to take away invocations, 
then you need to take away the seal 
behind which you sit in front of, and 
also revisit your oaths … to attack 
such a powerful tool used by your 
community members is the most 
offensive and egregious thing this 
Council could do.” 

“It’s God who controls the storms,” 
warned Mulligan. “Bishop is at a 
crossroads. If you take away the in-
vocations, you have begun to put the 
nails in the coffin of this town.” 

Many, including Karen Winery, 
mentioned NFL Buffalo Bills player 
Damar Hamlin and his recent car-
diac arrest. “Everyone was praying” 
on that field, said Winery. So, Bishop 
citizens should be allowed to pray 
before their Council meetings. 

Al Sasuga reminded everyone that 
“God has not given us the spirit of 
fear. If you’re in compliance, there’s 
nothing to fear.” 

Howard Lehwald said that “the only 
distressing part I had [with this issue] 
was that the origin [of the issue] came 
from the Council that wants to revisit 
something that’s been established as 
tradition and good practice. It’s a way 
of affirming the Creator of the Uni-
verse. Simple prayer.” 

Lehwald continued, “You see signs 
all over town that say ‘Freedom Not 
Fear.’ I think that’s a pretty powerful 
statement.” 

Pastor of First Southern Baptist 
more PRAYER, page 8
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We specialize in business insurance, 
FairPlan policies, Covered California, 
Senior Insurance products including 

manufactured homes, Medicare 
supplements and we are your authorized 
AARP insurance representatives for the 

Hartford auto insurance program. 
Combined 40 years experience insuring 

communities of the Eastern Sierra. 
Customers only talk to licensed brokers 

at Mammoth Insurance, mobile 
appointments are available .. 

ERIC OLSON 
UC # 0783148 

ALICIA OLSON 
UC # 0i19200 

CALL 760-934-2200 

                     Got Fire Insurance?

Church Tony Unger mentioned the 
floods, too. “These floods that we’re 
having are not necessarily a warning, 
but they might be a reminder of God’s 
power. That’s what we’re calling for 
when those of us come up here and do 
the invocation. That’s all we’re asking 
for is God’s blessing on you and on the 
city through you, [Councilmembers].” 

Pastor Kent Puls of Grace Lutheran 
Church said, “There’s a very sig-
nificant person who prayed on his 
deathbed on a dead cross. His name 
was Jesus. Creator of the Universe and 
the one who forgives all of our sins 
and grants us eternal life. What did he 
say? Father forgive them, they know 
not what they do … I think that sets 
a good tone for what we should all be 
doing for this invocation.” 

Brad Orr, retired risk management 
expert, said that the risk of litigation 
over the invocation – one of the Coun-
cil’s written concerns in the proposal 
to discontinue the invocation – was 
minimal.

“We’ve removed God from a lot of 
households, families, schools … how 
has that made any sort of improve-
ments?” asked one woman. Another 
said, “Taking prayer away from us 
won’t do us any good. It’ll only do us 
harm.”

Karen Kong was the first council-
member to speak: “One of the prob-
lems with prayer as we have been 
doing it in the city of Bishop is that it 
does feel kind of exclusive.” She’d felt 
this way prior to being a councilmem-

ber. 
Her concern over the 2013 resolu-

tion that formally established the 
invocation is 
two-fold. First, 
the resolution 
directs council 
members to 
use the phone-
book to find 
congregations 
and churches 
from which to 
receive invo-
cations. Kong 
pulled out a 
phonebook 
and explained 
that the only 
congregations 
listed in the 
phonebook 
are Christian. 

Her sec-
ond concern 
relates to the 
wording used 
in the invitation for invocation sent 
to congregations by the Council. The 
invitation uses the words clergy and 
ecumenism (the concept that Chris-
tians of all denominations should 
unite and work together).  

“For me,” said Kong, “it’s not as 
much about taking church out of 
here and God out of here as it is that 
this document specifically references 
Christian-only terminology.” Kong 
imagined she would feel excluded if 

she were not of the Christian faith. “As 
a government entity, we shouldn’t be 
writing anything in our government 

code that spe-
cifically talks 
about one type 
of religion 
or another.” 
Kong voted 
to abolish the 
invocation.

Council-
member Ste-
phen Mucho-
vej agreed. 
“Doing what’s 
best for the 
whole com-
munity means 
focusing on 
everyone, even 
those people 
who aren’t 
being super 
vocal and do 
feel excluded 
by the invoca-

tion that happens here.” Muchovej 
disclosed that he himself had felt 
extremely excluded by the invocation 
before he became a councilmember. 

He also questioned the clergy’s 
claim that they respect and accept 
all groups of people. “Do the clergy 
adhere to the value statement re-
cently written by the Council?” asked 
Muchovej. “When we were talking 
about the welcoming of all people 
regardless of race, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, [etc.]... it was loud 
and clear that the people who are sup-
posed to be coming here and welcom-
ing everyone do not agree with that.” 
He deemed the invocation problem-
atic. Muchovej voted to abolish.

Mayor Jim Ellis opaquely explained 
that inclusion was a two way street, 
that he hopes that the community 
can learn from this invocation debate, 
and that prayers at the start of Council 
meetings no way shape the Council’s 
decision making. He also mentioned 
that he hoped the local churches 
could be more inclusive. 

Ellis voted to keep the invocation. 
Councilmember Karen Schwartz 

said, “There’s been invocaitons I’ve 
really resonated with, and there’s 
been invocations that have made me 
squirm. I really don’t want this place 
to be a place where people have to 
squirm.” 

She continued: “This document… 
as the way that it stands … no longer 
aligns with the values of me and a 
lot of constituents that have spoken 
to me. Schwartz voted to abolish the 
invocation.

Mayor Pro Tem Jose Garcia ex-
plained that he was elected by the 
people to serve the people. Not to 
serve his own interests. He voted 
based on the emails he received (12 in 
favor of eliminating invocation and 16 
in favor of keeping it) and the public 
comments given (21 in favor of keep-
ing; 1 in favor of eliminating). Garcia 
voted to keep the invocation.

As a government entity, 

we shouldn’t be writing 

anything in our government 

code that specifically talks 

about one type of religion or 

another.

”

“

- Councilwoman Karen Kong
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Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

SAVVY LOCALS ALWAYS KEEP 
THEIR BARS WELL-STOCKED

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC

m a m m o t h

GEAR
EXCHANGE

106 S. Main St., Bishop (760) 873-4300

Happy Hour/
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill 
Pursuit of Happiness Hour Daily 
3-6 p.m.  and extended Pursuit of 
Happiness hour Mon.& Thur. 3-8 p.m. 
More info: see ad p. 13
Austria Hof Happy Hour 
4-6:30 p.m. Sun-Thurs/4-6 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday. 
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour every 
day from 4-7 p.m. Monday happy hour 
all day. And Taco Tuesdays are back! 
More info: see ad p. 7
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour: 4-6 
p.m. daily. $6 dollar menu items, 
drink specials. More info: see ad p. 8
Petra’s happy hour until 6 p.m. 
Signature cocktails, special menu.  
Roberto’s Happy Hour: 2-5 p.m. daily. 
The Mogul happy hour 5:30-6:30 
p.m. in the bar with food and drink 
specials. 
Lakanuki happy hour 3-6 p.m. daily. 
Mammoth Tavern Happy hour 4-5:30 
p.m. 1/2 off drink and app. specials
Distant Brewing happy hour 3-5 p.m, 
Monday-Thursday

Friday, January 13/
Outta Pocket (Funky Soul) plays 
the Liberty in Mammoth. Time: 9:30 
p.m. No cover. More info: see ad p. 13

January 13-14/
Scott Pemberton O Theory plays the 
T-Bar in June Lake. 9 p.m. nightly. 
$$$. Info/tix: tbarjunelake.com

January 14-15/
En Young (Reggae) plays a weekend 
of love and light for MLK at Liberty. 
Time: 9:30 p.m.  More info: see ad p. 
13.

Monday, January 16/
Heavy Gus with Sharon Silva at 
Mountain Rambler Brewing @ 7:30 
p.m.

January 20-21/
The Hinges (Soulful Blues) plays at 
Liberty with members of Fishbone 
and the Pharcyde. Time: 9:30 p.m.  
More info: see ad p. 13.

January 12-15/
Sierra Classic Theatre’s production 
of “Lifespan of a Fact” opens 
at the Edison in Mammoth and 
runs for two weekends. For more 
information, see ad p. 4.

Friday, January 13/
C5 Studios community art show 
opening, titled “5 x 5” in the C5 
Studios Gallery. Time: 5.30 pm. 
Location: 210 S. Warren St. in 
Bishop. 
BUHS Home Basketball Games 
against Boron. Girls @ 4:30 p.m. 
Boys @ 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, January 14/
Mammoth High School Basketball 
Home Games against Lone Pine. 
Boys @ 3 p.m. Girls @ 4:30 p.m.
Free Coffee with Climbing 
Rangers at the Pleasant Valley “Pit” 
Campground from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
Meet rangers, get beta, drink brews. 

Monday, January 16/
Mammoth High School Basketball 
Home Games against Sierra 
Lutheran Church. Girls @ 2 p.m. 

Boys @ 3:30 p.m.

Tuesday, January 17/
Inyo County Board of Supervisors 
Meeting at 10 a.m. in the 
County Administrative Center in 
Independence or attend online via 
inyocounty.us. 
Mono County Board of Supervisors 
Meeting at 9 a.m. in the Board 
Chambers of the Bridgeport 
Courthouse or attend online via 
monocounty.ca.gov. . 
Mammoth Lakes Parks and 
Recreation Commission 
meets at 2:30 p.m. at Suite Z in 
the Minaret Mall or online via 
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. 
Mammoth Lakes Recreation 
Board meets at 5 p.m. in Suite Z 
in the Minaret Mall or online via 
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.
Mammoth Lakes Chamber of 
Commerce Hosts “Business After 
Hours” at Sierra Nevada Resort from 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Meet local business 
owners and network. 
Mammoth Middle School 8th Grade 
Dine-out @ Burgers. Portion of sales 
donated to 8th grade class. 

Wednesday, January18/
Mammoth Lakes Town Council 
meets at 4 p.m. in Suite Z, 
Minaret Mall or online via 
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov. .

Thursday, January 19/
Free Snowshoe Walk from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at 2510 Main St. in 
Mammoth. Join an ESIA naturalist 
and learn about snow science, winter 
ecology, tracking, birds, and more! 
Snowshoes provided.
Ribbon Cutting at Dessert’d in the 
Minaret Mall from 4-5 p.m.
Winter Adventure Series Screening 
of Zabardast with Zak Mills @ the 
USFS Welcome Center, 2510 Main 
St. from 5:30-8:30 p.m. Watch the 
film about Zak’s journey into the 
Karakoram Range. 

Friday, January 20/
BUHS Home Basketball Games 
against Frazier Mountain. Girls @ 
4:30 p.m. Boys @ 6 p.m.

January 21-22/
“Where My Home Is” with the 
Felii Piano Trio at Cerro Coso 
Community College in Mammoth 
@ 7 p.m. on Saturday, 4 p.m. on 
Sunday.

Good Things Come in Small 
Packages art exhibit. Proceeds 
benefit Mono Arts Council. Runs 
12/9-2/6. Gallery hours: Thursday-
Monday, 12 - 6 p.m. Mono Arts 
Council Gallery, Minaret Shopping 
Center.
Jan. 25: Eastern Sierra Avalanche 
Center free educational event 
series on backcountry travel & avy 
awareness. Time: 6 p.m. Location: 
Mammoth Brewing Co. 

Friday thru
Sunday 

UPCOMING 

TOWN STUFF

Sierra Electric TBDSIERRA    
ELECTRIC 

760-920-3547
Sean Flavin, Owner

Lic # 923994
Service Calls

Jan. 28: 4th Annual Green and White 
Washer Tourney & BBQ dinner 
4-H fundraiser @ the Tri-County 
Fairgrounds in Bishop. First toss @ 4 
p.m. and Dinner 5:30 p.m. VFW Post 
8988 provides the no-host bar. Info/tix: 
760.873.7854

TOWN STUFF
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF SHAUN TROY

By Pike

OFF THE SLOPES
FREEZE! SNOW PATROL!

Upwards of six feet of snow blanket-
ed Mammoth Lakes this week. 

For scale, that's like if five mil-
lion Pikes (probably more) marched into 
town and stood wherever outdoor space 
was available. And then - because, accord-
ing to Mammoth Mountain's Instagram, 
there was anywhere from 6 to 7 and a half 
feet of snowfall -- each Pike raised their 
arms to the sky. 

Thanks to what Webster's (making this 
up) calls Mammoth's Law, we know that 
when it snows, cars get stuck. Even if 
multiple sources - Mammoth Mountain, 
Town of Mammoth Lakes, your mother, 
your boss, common sense - tell you not to 
drive. 

I was walking home from a house with 
a cat in it - pet-sitting - on Tuesday when I 
stumbled across a GMC stuck on For-
est Trail, near Lakeview. No shovel, no 
chains, no cardboard to use as traction. 
The driver couldn't see out of his wind-
shield, didn't know how deep the snow 
was, and had gotten stuck. 

Happens to the best of us. I got my car 
stuck in the fireline of some roof shovel-
ers the other day. Dug it out like a mad-
man, and it was fine. That's the great thing 
about getting stuck. You throw down some 
elbow grease, learn a lesson, and move 
along. 

Until you can't. Like these fine people 
and their GMC. I recommended they call 
Snow Patrol, a new program started by 
Public Works Director Haislip Hayes. 

The Snow Patrol's singular goal: "sup-
port Town of Mammoth Lakes snow 
removal operators in any way we can 
during moderate to major winter storms," 
emailed Shaun Troy, a ToML Finance 
Analyst. "The support takes many forms 
but focuses on keeping town roads clear 
of stuck vehicles impeding snow removal 
operations or traffic flow." 

As of Monday, Snow Patrol's logged 
128 interactions. An interaction could be 
"snow smart education, traffic control, as-
sisting vehicles stuck in the Town Right of 
Way (push, traction pads, tow, shoveling), 
performing road closures when necessary, 
etc." wrote Troy. "The most important 
part of this program is to keep our snow 
removal operators on their routes and 
town roads passable for both emergency 
services and snow removal operations." 

Acting Police Chief Dan Casabian noted 
that, by using town employees, the pro-
gram "doesn't tie up an officer who may 
be needed for other emergencies." 

An example of Snow Patrol's many du-
ties, per Casabian: "There was an instance 

ONE (1) VACANCY ON THE MAMMOTH LAKES FIRE 
PROTECTION DISTRICT BOARD OF FIRE COMMIS-
SIONERS

Notice is hereby given that the Mammoth Lakes Fire Pro-
tection District is soliciting interest to fill one (1) vacancy 
on its Board of Fire Commissioners. The term of office for 
this volunteer position will commence immediately upon 
appointment by the District Board and will continue until 
November 30, 2024.

Any qualified individual with a primary residence in 
the Town of Mammoth Lakes may contact the District 
and be considered for appointment. The Board of Fire 
Commissioners meets monthly at Fire Station 1, 3150 
Main Street. The Board sets the direction for the District, 
oversees finances, and serves as community leaders who 
communicate on behalf of the District.

The deadline to express interest is January 31, 2023, by 
5:00pm. Letters of interest may be mailed to the Mam-
moth Lakes Fire Protection District at P.O. Box 5, Mam-
moth Lakes, CA 93546, or delivered to the District Office 
at Station 1, 3150 Main Street, Mammoth Lakes. 

                                                                                       TS #2023-0002

Notice of Vacancy

   PUBLIC  NOTICES   

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

SC Home Remodeling

Stephen Curran
85 Beaver Trail, P.O. Box 8349
Mammoth Lakes , CA 93546

This business is conducted by an indi-
vidual. The registrant has not yet begun to 
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name listed herein 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on Dec.20, 2022.     
File Number 22-155
2022-0212 (12/31, 1/7, 1/14, 1/21)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Entity 
Is Doing Business As:

Mammoth Emergency Physicians, Inc.

Mammoth Emergency Physicians, Inc.
185 Sierra Park Rd, P.O. Box 2485
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a Corpora-
tion. The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed herein on August 3,2004. This re-
newal statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on Dec.20, 2022     
File Number 22-160
2023-0003 (1/14, 1/21, 1/28, 2/4)

NO CLASS-IFIEDS
Eastern Sierra Transit Authority                    

Set Your Career In Motion- Mammoth 
Lakes Drivers Wanted

$20.00 per hour paid training to obtain 
your license Starting wage once you have 
your license- $25.00-$27.00 per hour!

Full and Very Flexible Part Time Sched-
ules are available

FREE MMSA SKI PASS
Commuter assistance from Bishop area
To apply go to estransit.com/jobs or call 

760.872.1901 
Eastern Sierra Transit is an equal opportu-

nity employer
 

AT THE MOVIES
PERSONALS

Mammoth's snow patrol saves people - and their cars - from slippery situations

in a previous storm where there was a SB 
accident on 395, so CHP wanted to limit 
vehicular traffic. Snow patrol was able to 
set up [a] checkpoint at Meridian/203 to 
turn people around." 

In summary, per Lunch: Snow Patrol 
is "like CERT [the now disbanded Com-
munity Emergency Response Team] , but 
with younger people who are strong and 
can do stuff." Jokes the old guy ...  

I saw you ... lost power for a few days. I 
guess that's what happens when the roads 
are impassable and you can't get your 
Viagra scrip refilled. 

I saw you ... haven't been plowed in 
days. I'm here to help. One load at a time. 

In search of ... some Diesel? Come over 
to my place for a Fast and Furious mara-
thon!

 I saw you ... on Snow Patrol last week. 
And I thought to myself, I'd let him chain 
me up - to a bedpost!



                   NO CLASS-IFIEDS

Sierra Employment Services, Inc.
is hiring for the following positions:

 
Maintenance Service Route Driver – 

Mammoth
 Personal Attendant – Bishop 
Snow Shoveler – Mammoth

 Insurance Front Desk Person – 
Bishop

 Housekeeper – Mammoth
 Heavy Equipment Operator – Bridge-

port
 General Laborer – Bishop and Mam-

moth

  Call us for details!
 760-924-0523   760-873-8599

www.SierraEmployment.com

Mammoth Hospital is NOW HIRING!
We have an immediate need for the fol-

lowing positions:
· Preschool Teacher
· Associate Teacher
· Clinical Laboratory Scientist
To view more open positions and apply, 

please visit our website at https://mam-
moth-hospital.breezy.hr/ 

Shilo Inn is accepting applications for FT 
housekeepers, FT maintenance worker and 
Front desk/night auditor. Immediate Front 
Desk opportunity starting at $18/hour. 
Please call Human Resources (Sarina Quin-
tero) at 925.813.2331 or email your resume 
to squintero@marquishotelsgroup.com. 

Mammoth Verizon is accepting applica-
tions for a full time Sales Associate posi-
tion.Wage + Commission + Bonus + paid 
vacation. Typical earnings of $20-$27 per 
hour.No experience is necessary, bilingual 
English/ Spanish is a plus. Please apply in 
person at 126 Old Mammoth Rd, Suite 109, 
Mammoth Lakes. 

Sweetwater Plumbing Inc. Hiring a 
Journeyman Plumber. Full time position. 
Benefits. Job is located in Mammoth Lakes. 
Call 760-914-1266 or email info@sweetwa-
terplumbing for details.

Elixir Superfood & Juice is hiring Restau-
rant Team Members!  We’re looking for fun-
loving, enthusiastic and reliable individuals 
with an interest in healthy living to join our 
growing team. Apply online at enjoyelixir.
com/careers or drop off a resume in person   

Steve’s Auto & Truck Parts in Mam-
moth has an immediate opening for FULL 
TIME Counter Sales Person. Competitive 
pay, 401k, Health Insurance, Vacation Pay 
Stop by the store at 3280 Main St. Mammoth 
Lakes for an application. 

Norco Service Center has opening for a 
bookkeeper 20 to 30 hours per week.
Wage per experience.
760 934-9693Email; norco2@npgcable.com
     Loader Operator needed to run 
Snow Removal Business. (760) 934-9693          
   Housekeepers & Quality Control Staff 
Needed Immediate positions available for 
busy rental management company, both 
Part-time and Full-time. Previous cleaning 
experience preferred but not required, train-
ing provided. Looking for reliable, responsi-
ble, hard-working candidates with a positive 
work ethic, clean drivers license and vehicle 
required. Competitive pay and benefits 
available. Email resume to luis@mammoth-
sierraonline.com, call 760-914-0768 or stop 
by 1914 Meridian Blvd.

Lodging Quality Control Specialist   
Seeking unique individual with attention to 
detail to inspect lodging units for condition 
of maintenance, cleanliness, furniture, fix-
tures, and equipment. This job will include 
assisting housekeeping and facilities depart-
ment with cleaning and repairs. Base pay 
$23-$26/HR. + some OT + bonuses + travel 
allowance. Medical, vision, 401(k), PTO. 
Please contact 760.934.3800 ext. 29 or email 
brian@convictlake.com
   Housekeepers wanted: Part time to full 
time, especially on holidays.  Piecework pay, 
depending on the size of the unit.  Must have 
a vehicle.  Please call 760-934-8427.
   Se necesita housekeepers medio tiempo o 
tiempo completo especialmente durante los 
dias festivos. Se paga por pieza dependiendo 
tamano del condo. Necesita tener carro. Si 
le interesa por favor del hablar al 760-934-
8427.

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Reservations Desk Clerk immediate 
opening at the Double Eagle Resort and 
Spa in June Lake CA (20 min from mam-
moth).  Must have excellent customer 
service and computer skills.  Full or part 
time, health benefits, fitness membership 
and PTO.  Great place to work! Email jobs@
doubleeagle.com

Creekside Spa and Fitness Desk at the 
Double Eagle Resort and Spa, immediate 
opening for enthusiast team member.  Help 
in creating a wonderful experience for our 
spa and fitness center guests.  Customer 
service, computer, cleaning, food service.  
Full or part time, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work!  
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com

Restaurant Server for Eagles Landing 
Restaurant at the popular Double Eagle 
Resort and Spa in June Lake CA.  Experience 
in restaurant service, computers and work-
ing as team member are essential.  Full and 
part time available, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work. 
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com    

Maintenance Supervisor  needed to 
manage a small maintenance team at the 
Double Eagle Resort & Spa in June Lake. You 
will be responsible for ensuring the smooth 
running of upkeep and repair. Must be reli-
able, have technical skills and knowledge of 
various crafts such as carpentry, plumbing 
etc. Leadership and knowledge of admin-
istrative tasks such as scheduling are also 
essential. The goal is to ensure that facilities 
are in  good condition at all times.Compen-
sation based on experience and references. 
We offer health benefits, fitness membership 
and PTO. A great place to work!  

Email jobs@doubleeagle.com
Cooks and Dishwasher jobs available at 

the famous Eagles Landing Restaurant in 
June Lake.  We offer health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO. A great place to work! 
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com 

    Alpenhof Lodge is accepting resumes/
applications for Night Audit and Front Desk 
positions.  We are looking for year round, 
full and part time team members that are 
able to work weekends and holidays.  

Housing Option May Be Available For 
The Right Individual. Apply in person at 
6080 Minaret Rd, Mammoth

Work with Vacasa - a growing, dynamic, 
newly public vacation rental company 
with properties all over North America

We are currently looking for Housekeep-
ers in the Mammoth Lakes, CA area.

$23/hr w/ mileage reimbursement. Must 
have reliable transpo. No exp needed.

If you or anyone you know might be 
interested, please visit our website at www.
vacasa.com/careers

    

Mammoth Gear Exchange in Bishop and 
Alpine Approach in Mammoth seek team 
members. ay dependent on experience. 
Mammoth Mountaineering Supply and Al-
pine Approach Ski pass included. Sales help 
wanted. Jobs@Mammothgear.com Inquiries/
resumes to: dave@mammothgear.com
    HOA General Manager Large HOA & 
Rental Company seeking Full Time Gen-
eral Manager to oversee all operations 
with a seasoned staff in place. Looking for 
someone with HOA experience. The ideal 
candidate should be adverse in team build-
ing, hotel operations, HR, budgeting, etc. 
Please send resumes to POB 5038 or info@
butnerhoaservices.com 

     A busy rental office needing assistance-
for a part time or full time front desk 
position. Duties include answering phone 
calls, processing reservations, checking units 
and dealing with customers/owners. Com-
petitive pay. Please email resume at info@
mammothres. 
Dental Office: RDH and Front office 
needed, signing bonus offered. Want to 
learn a new skill? Have a great career? We’d 
love to train you. Come join our amazing 
team and skilled Doctors in beautiful Mam-
moth Lakes! Bonuses and benefits! Be ready 
to learn, enthusiastic and customer care 
oriented. No exp. necessary. Call (760)934-
3732 or FAX Resume (760)300-3862 

Inventory-Pos Manager - $27-$32/Hour 
+ Benefits20-30 hours per week managing 
general store POS inventory, restaurant in-
ventories and performing other accounting 
duties. Possible full-time position available.
Please send resume to jobs@convictlake.
com or call 760.934.3800 ext. 46 for an ap-
pointment.

Help Wanted
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Help Wanted

    Front Desk Help!  Flexible Hours.  Great 
Pay.  Right at Canyon Lodge so perfect for 
those that have a day job on the mountain.  
Looking for someone for weekends and 
evenings.  Front desk experience a plus but 
not needed.  Looking for someone who loves 
people, front desk, phones, guest experi-
ence, etc.  at 1849 Mountain Rentals across 
from Canyon Lodge.  Submit resume to 
manager@1849condos.com or PO BOX 835, 
Mammoth Lakes, Ca 93546 
    Housekeepers and  Bed Makers for 
busy condo complex at Canyon Lodge.  
1849 Mountain Rentals seeking seasonal 
housekeepers 2-5 days a week.  Experience 
preferred.  Seeking hard working, team 
players to join our staff!  Great pay, family 
atmosphere!  Please stop by 826 Lakeview 
Blvd, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 and ask for 
Dolores.  760-934-7525.  Se Habla Espanol. 

Good Earth Yogurt Is Hiring!
Manager
Good Earth Yogurt is looking to hire an out-
going and versatile team leader with experi-
ence in quick service restaurant operations, 
the ability to work effectively in a fast-paced, 
customer-centered environment and the 
ability to work evenings and weekends on a 
regular basis. This position will be respon-
sible for the daily operations and manage-
ment of the store.
Supervisor
Good Earth Yogurt is looking for a supervi-
sor to join our team. Our ideal candidate 
is a self-starter, punctual, and reliable with 
experience in quick-service restaurant op-
erations. Must be available to work evenings 
and weekends on a regular basis. Restaurant 
experience and over 21 preferred.
Please send resumes to hello@goo-
dearthyogurt.com

i;wd�Mammolh 
Now Hiring Winter Driving Jobs! Up 

to $25/HR + Tips sss PT/FT 
Servicing town and Mammoth/Bishop Airports 

No commercial license required 
Share your love and knowledge of the Sierra 

while making great money! 
Call Scottie 760-914-7433 

Starting Wage
 $20/hr!*

at

Job Openings
Cashiers
Cooks
Prep Cooks
Dishwashers
Bussers
Utility
and many more!

Earn up to $500
Referral Bonus

*Non-tipped positions starting at $20/hr

jbrito@mammothresorts.com

Team Member
perks

Free Ski Pass
1 free meal / shift
Discounts
Career Growth

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MONO 

Job Announcement 

The Superior Court of 
California for Mono County 

invi tes appl icat ions for 
the posit ion of 

Deputy Court Clerk  
in the Mammoth Lakes 

Courthouse. 

Hourly Salary Range:

$18.44 - $29.38 DOE with 
excellent benefits

Application and job description 
available at:

https://mono.courts.ca.gov           
or call the court at (760) 923-2321,  

email: hr@mono.courts.ca.gov 

Closing Date: Open Until Filled 

The Superior Court of California, 
Mono County, is an equal 

opportunity employer. 
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By Ben Trefry

PAUL McFARLAND RECOGNIZED
McFarland receives the Mono County Community Spirit Award 

Last Tuesday, the Mono County Su-
pervisors bestowed Paul McFarland 
with The 2022 Mono County Com-

munity Spirit Award, which celebrates the 
people in Mono County who took initia-
tive to do something beneficial for their 
community. This re-run of Ben Trefry's 
profile on McFarland from 2018 reminds 
us of McFarland's one of a kind kindness 
and wisdom.

I met Paul McFarland, former director 
of Friends of the Inyo and naturalist ex-
traordinaire, for a bike ride in Lee Vining 
Canyon on Monday to learn more about 
his philosophy and life experiences. As 
we sat down to talk on the shore of Lee 
Vining Creek, he told me about some of 
his first experiences in nature and how 
he came to be a naturalist. Paul says he 
was born into a Catholic family in Thou-
sand Oaks (“the Spanish tile wonderland 
of California”), went to Catholic school, 
and came very close to becoming a 
priest. However, he began to notice what 
he saw as hypocrisies within organized 
religion, and turned towards nature. “I 
realized that my church was outside – 
anywhere outdoors,” he says. “When I 
was in nature, because I was learning the 
story of trees and rocks, how they came 
to be, I felt I was surrounded by friends.”

As a young adult, Paul’s passion for 
nature and his anger at the environ-
mental destruction that was happening 
around him made him something of an 
“angry environmentalist,” as he describes 
it. But, just as the path to being a priest 

wasn’t quite for him, he realized with 
time that this kind of environmentalism 
was never his nature. Instead of getting 
more involved with radical groups such 
as Earth First, he moved to the Eastern 
Sierra (where he’s always wanted to live) 
and became an intern at the Mono Lake 
Committee.

Around this time, Sally Miller (an-
other active local) was already involved 
with Friends of the Inyo, which was at 
the time a volunteer organization. She 
recruited Paul to join the environmental 
group, and he soon became its first staff 
member. Paul eventually became direc-
tor, a position he held for 10 years before 
stepping down in 2010 and moving to 
Santa Cruz with his family for two years. 
He now works at the Mono Market, and 
is a Lee Vining volunteer firefighter as 
well as a board member at the DeCham-
beau Creek Foundation and a father of 
three (ages 10, 8, and 4).

During this interview, he paused sev-
eral times to identify a butterfly that had 
landed nearby, or share an interesting 
fact about the trees (trees with shorter 
needles make a higher-pitched sound 
when the wind blows through them). 
“Everywhere you look is a story waiting 
to be read. That was really eye-opening 
as a kid and that’s the conversation I’ve 
wanted to be involved in since,” he told 
me.

Paul believes that humans can have 
a positive as well as negative impact on 
nature – citing the example of Owens 
Lake, which is an industrial dust control 

site that has also become a vital habitat 
for birds. He also laments what he calls 
“over-moralization” of choices we make 
in life. “If I wanted to be completely 
true to my choices, I would’ve become a 
monk, but I didn’t go there.”

This is reflected in his everyday rou-
tine, Paul says. He tries to avoid leaving 
Lee Vining unless he’s on his bike, but he 
does drive his kids to baseball practice 
because he’s decided it’s a more valuable 
experience than staying at home. 

When I brought up the issue of the Los 
Angeles DWP taking water from ranches 
in Mono and Inyo counties, Paul saw the 
current collaboration between environ-
mentalists and ranchers as a positive 
example of people getting out of the 
“false boxes” they sort themselves into. 

The way he sees it, ranchers, environ-
mentalists, and pretty much everyone 
who either cares about or relies on the 
environment in some way is working to-
gether – separately. As in, the means may 
be different, but the ends are the same, 
and we should concentrate on that.

Having grown up watching the de-
velopment of the technology that my 
generation now takes for granted, Paul 
had some very interesting things to say 
about the Internet. “The Internet has 
democratized information so we can do 
so much, yet we choose to do so little,” 
he says. Another idea he mentioned was 
the devaluing of work, and the resulting 
prioritization of planning and talking. In 
the context of environmentalism, he says 
this trend emphasizes going to meetings, 
donating to organizations that promise 
to ‘Save the (insert cause here)’, and 
posting comments online, as opposed to 
going out there and teaching kids about 
nature, or picking up trash. In short, ac-
tions speak louder than words.

Always generous, Paul tried to con-
vince me to take some eggs (from his 
own chickens) home with me after I fin-
ished interviewing him. Unfortunately, 
I had to refuse as they would have been 
crushed in my backpack (sure disaster).

Everybody comes to see the “giant 
symphony orchestra” that is the Sierra 
Nevada mountain range. “But if you go 
east, there’s a thousand little jazz bands, 
and they’re all jamming,” he says.

McFarland, all smiles.



HORRORSCOPES
By Clouds McCloud
Capricorn: As you enter the next 
chapter of your life Clouds wanted to 
remind you of a very important thing. 
It’s your story. You can name the next 
chapter whatever you want. So Clouds 
suggests you pick something positive, 
like “Finding Happiness” or “Finding 
Peace” or “Finding Happy Endings” or 
even “Finding Nemo,” although that 
may create some copyright infringe-
ments. Whatever you choose, choose 
something that sounds good to you.
Aquarius: Strong people tend to have 
a few things in common: They tend 
to eat well, get exercise, get back up 
when they get knocked down, and 
lift others up instead of putting them 
down. That’s why your new assign-
ment is to look for the good in the bad, 
the happy in the sad and to work at be-
ing more grateful and less hateful. You 
can reward yourself by putting the “u” 
and “me” in “undressed downtime.”
Pisces: It should come as no surprise 
that Hozier is a Pisces—unless, that 
is, you have no idea who Hozier is. 
Hozier is an Irish musician who was 
born on St Patty’s Day. And as a Pisces, 
he also has lyrics like this, “Would 
things be easier if there was a right 
way? Honey, there is no right way. And 
so I fall in love just a little, oh a little 
bit, every day with someone new.”
Aries: Since this is going to be a great 
year for change and personal evolu-
tion, the Stars are advising that you 
face any fears you have. You don’t 

have to face them all. You can give 
some a simple sideways glance. But 
if any of them are stopping you from 
getting what makes you happy then 
by all means face them. You’ll find out 
that sustained eye contact actually 
makes them uncomfortable anyways 
and before you know it you’ll have the 
upper hand. Sure, you might get a few 
bumps and bruises, but that’s what 
the après fear cocktails and naked hot 
tubbing are for. 
Taurus: As the depths of winter bury 
us under massive precipitation and 
bouts of melancholy, Clouds thought 
it would be a good time to pass along 
this quote from poet Wendell Berry, 
“All right, every day ain't going to be 
the best day of your life, don't worry 
about that. If you stick to it, you hold 
the possibility open that you will have 
better days.” But if that one doesn’t 
work for you, try this one from author 
Rita Mae Brown, “One of the keys to 
happiness is a bad memory.”
Gemini: This much we know is true: 
You can’t learn anything if you think 
you’re right all the time. Knocking 
over your cocktail is the adult equiva-
lent of losing a balloon. Your smile 
should change the world—the world 
shouldn’t change your smile. And the 
late legend, Rodney O, was right when 
he said, “You never know how strong 
you are until it’s the only choice you 
have.”
Cancer: Much like the flu or the 

require to be exchanged for it, imme-
diately or in the long run.”
Libra:  It’s never a good idea to ask 
someone with bad eyesight to proof-
read your vision. That’s because even 
the largest tree was once just a nut that 
held on to its dream. That should be 
enough adages for you for now, but in 
case it isn’t, here’s one more from the 
legendary John Wooden: “Don’t give 
up on your dreams or your dreams will 
give up on you.”
Scorpio: If Clouds were to pick a 
band to sum up things for Scorpios 
right now it would probably be Pink 
Floyd. First, because pink is a good 
color on most Scorpios. Secondly, 
because their music is deep, a little 
dark and mysterious and, sometimes, 
it’s straight out weird. And because 
it has lyrics like this, “Come on you 
raver, you seer of visions. Come on you 
painter, you piper, you prisoner and 
shine.” 
Sagittarius: Even though we’re now 
in the darkest and coldest time of win-
ter that doesn’t mean your light can’t 
shine. In fact, Fire Signs like yourself 
will begin to grow even brighter, es-
pecially if you can shine some of your 
light on others. The world and most of 
us in it could use a more light, more 
light-heartedness and, on occasion, 
more Coors Light. So shine on, you 
crazy diamond!

crud, people often get cases of the 
mid-winter blues. If you happen to 
catch it and your days start feeling like 
weeks and your weeks start feeling like 
months—and not months in Cabo—
try making this your mantra to start 
the week: “Hello Monday, I’ll greet 
you with some coffee or tea while I 
brush off negativity and ramp back 
up on awesomeness. The dawn of the 
next weekend is only a few days away!” 
Feel free to mix in Baileys or donuts as 
needed.
Leo: Leos are known for their loyalty 
as well as a few other things like your 
royal manes, athletic builds, ability to 
mate, nap and roar. That’s why Leos 
are at their best when they have a loyal 
pack to run with. You may be making 
some changes to your pack as your life 
elevates to a new plane this year. That’s 
why your new theme some comes 
from X Ambassadors, “No matter 
what, no matter what, I’m yours. Lows 
and highs, highs and the lows, for sure. 
You go to war. I go to war for you.”
Virgo: The truth is that it really doesn’t 
matter what other people think of 
you, unless you’re trying to sell them 
something or want something from 
them. All that really matters is what 
you think of yourself and how much 
of yourself you’re willing to give to get 
what you want. That’s why your words 
of wisdom come from Henry David 
Thoreau, “The cost of a thing is the 
amount of what I will call life which is 
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SAGEBRUSH TALES

FINGAL AND FINGAL TALK FACTS 
By Pike

Lifespan of a Fact – Sierra Clas-
sic Theater’s latest production, 
opened Thirsday Jan. 12 and runs 

through Sunday, Jan. 22 at the Edison 
Theater. It fictionalizes the true story of 
fact checker Jim Fingal and essayist John 
D’Agata’s multi-year saga of fact-check-
ing D’Agata’s essay about a teenager’s 
suicide in Las Vegas, titled "What Hap-
pens There." 

The play boils down the fact-checking 
process to a handful of days (because 
shorter deadlines make for higher 
stakes). Fingal, written as an intern at 
a dying literary magazine, realizes that 
much of D’Agata’s truth contradicts 
the facts he finds. D’Agata, written as a 
writer at the end of his rope, stubbornly 
rejects any and all changes, pursuing a 
more poetic kind of truth. Between them 
is magazine editor Emily Penrose, who 
knows D'Agata’s essay will either save 
her publication from collapse or, if too 
much of the piece is fiction, bring the 
magazine to its knees once and for all. 

Allison Page, this production’s direc-
tor, stumbled upon the real Jim Fingal at 
the Death Valley Marathon (which she 
won!) a couple months back. Which is 
how I found myself face-to-virtual-face 
with Fingal himself last Wednesday.

I should mention – I’m playing Fingal 
in the play. Which is a byproduct of sorts 
from a book that D’Agata and Fingal 
wrote together called Lifespan of a Fact. 
The book recounts the pair’s fact-check-
ing saga as well, albeit more truthfully. 

D’Agata and Fingal wrote the book 
shortly after he graduated college, Fingal 
told me. He was an intern at the Believer 
with a few months of fact checking ex-
perience under his belt when D’Agata’s 
piece was introduced to him. “It was in-
troduced with the context that, ‘Hey, this 
used to be at Harper’s, [and] it got killed 
from Harper’s because of disagreements 
with the fact checker there,’” said Fingal. 
He was told to figure out the facts that 
had changed, and that there might be Full-Time Positions
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Pike interviews the real Jim Fingal in anticipation of play premiere

an appendix at the end of the piece that 
would call them out. 

“So the nature of the piece – if not the 
scale of the piece – was communicated 
up front,” Fingal said. 

As for the actual process, Fingal said it 
was mostly an asynchronous back and 
forth between he and D'Agata. “He was 
very, very cordial,” said Fingal, “probably 
annoyed on the inside of having to deal 
with a fact checker at all. But he was, if 
anything, apologetic about the work I 
had to do.” 

Another difference in the actual 
fact-checking process versus the play: 
it wasn’t done chronologically from the 
start of the piece to the end of the piece. 
It was more, “take everything about Las 
Vegas and fact check that separately 
from everything about the number nine, 
everything about taekwondo … It was 
much more a holistic breaking down of 
themes,” Fingal shared. 

As for the process of writing the play, 
Fingal was fairly uninvolved. They kept 
telling him the play would happen, 
and then it wouldn’t, so he didn’t think 
much about it. “It didn’t really feel real 
until I flew out for the New York Times 
Interview,” he said. 

Watching the play was pretty low 
stakes for Fingal. He’d developed his 
own career separate from this sphere 
of fact-checking dramatization. The 
Broadway premiere was fun, getting to 
talk to the parents of famous people, he 
told me. 

He also told me that on opening night 
when Cherry Jones – who plays Emily 
Penrose – said his name for the first time 
– “Jim Fingal” – the audience laughed. 
It was confusing. “But then afterwards, 
[Jim] realized his whole family was there 
and was very, very amused,” Fingal said. 
His family loved how frequently Jim’s full 
name was repeated throughout the play. 

Fingal himself is a Harvard grad who’s 
wavered between literature and technol-
ogy his entire life. He chose to pursue 

fact-checking during his internship 
because it felt like an intersection of the 
two. These days, he works for a health-
care tech company, but around 2016/17 
he and his friends started a publication 
called Logic Magazine that discusses 
tech and politics and culture. “We’re 
at an inflection point where the origi-
nal editors are transitioning off to the 
next generation, so that’s very exciting,” 
Fingal said. 

A question about fact versus truth 
led Jim and I into a discussion of genre 
expectations. “How do we categorize 
different types of writing?” Jim asked. 
“What should be the expectations of 
readers when they engage with different 
kinds of writings based on the mental 
groupings that they have in their head?” 

We discussed institutions and the 
expectations they carry. 

Newspaper readership trusts that the 
newspaper is telling the truth. 

Literary magazines have a bit more 
leeway. 

Bigger magazines have reputations to 
consider – will printing something with 
looser facts hurt subscriptions and dam-
age foundational trust? 

A lot of it, too, has to do with assump-
tions. 

Has the writer made it clear in their 
work that some facts are not meant to be 
trusted? 

Are assumptions of trust disrupted or 
violated? 

What can or does a writer do to make 
sure that such assumptions are met 
safely? 

“I feel like in interviews,” Fingal said, 
“I’m somewhat of a John apologist … I 
get held up as the hero … but, like, I also 
wrote a book with John that in and of 
itself purports to look like a transcription 
of a back and forth that didn’t actually 
happen. So, I’m sympathetic. There’s a 
lens through which you could see the 
book as an essay itself, in the spirit of 
John D’Agata, that also probably gives 
enough signals that you should be able 
to figure out that it’s not verbatim the 
truth.” 

Point is – the truth is tricky, facts are 
fallible, and trust is complex. Looking 
for a final answer? Come watch Lifespan 
of a Fact at the Edison Theatre. 

*For more info, see ad p. 4. 

Jim Fingal
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