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SNOW GIRAFFES PAUSE... FOR NOW NO MORE RESERVATIONS... FOR NOW

For the past three 
summers, Yosemite 
National Park has 

implemented an entry-time 
reservation system. Meaning, 
if you want to enter the park 
between 6 a.m. and 4 p.m., 
you have to make an entry 
reservation online. Reserva-
tions were not required for 
entry before 6 a.m. and after 
4 p.m. 

In 2020, the system was 
an emergency response to 
COVID-19 – an attempt to 
prevent an influx of visitors 
and the spread of a disease 
that’s killed over a million 

Chris Smallcomb from 
the National Weather 
Service presented his 

winter seasonal precipitation 
outlook last Tuesday to the 
Mono County Board of Super-
visors. The bottom line for the 
next two weeks: no massive 
storms. 

“We are looking at a pattern 
that blocks those atmospheric 
rivers but opens the door for 
cold, inside slider storms,” 
said Smallcomb. Such storms 
drop a few inches, then leave. 

Instead of snow, we’ll get 
cold. Notorious cold spots like 

Yosemite National Park begins planning process for long-term alternative

Bridgeport and Bodie could 
see temperatures well into the 
negative twenties and thirties 
(Fahrenheit). 

Headed into February, 
Smallcomb expects that we 
will return to a busier storm 
pattern. That’s not necessarily 
a “screaming signal for large 
storms,” says Smallcomb. 

Over the next three months, 
any scenario's on the table. 
Smallcomb showed a graphic 
that pictured the percent-
age chance for above normal 

Americans to date. 
The system received back-

lash from visitors who came 
to visit the park and were 
turned away for lack of an 
entry reservation. The general 
hurdle of having to find and 
make a reservation online 
also made the system unap-
pealing to some. 

Luckily – for those who dis-
dained it, at least – Yosemite 
has announced the cancella-
tion of its reservation system 
for the upcoming summer. 

In its wake, park adminis-
trators are looking to establish 
a long-term visitor access 

By Pike By Pike 

see YOSEMITE, page 4
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management plan to help 
control crowds, preserve the 
park, and ensure equitable 
access to the valley and its 
many meadows, streams, and 
mountains. 

Last Tuesday, Project Direc-
tor Dr. Rachel Collins hosted 
a virtual public meeting 
for the plan’s development 
alongside Kathleen Morse 
(Yosemite’s Division Chief 
for Strategic Planning and 
Project Management) and 
Cicely Muldoon (Yosemite’s 
Superintendent). The plan is 

Weatherman Smallcomb forecasts good news

Graph provided by Smallcomb during presentation details how many 
giraffes of snow have fallen across the Sierra this winter.

see GIRAFFES, page 5
In their 40th winter, a husband put up the sign while his wife was at work. He slept on the couch that night.

The Sheet chronicles the life of the Incredible Lesley-Anne 
Hoxie, pictured back in the day with sister Julie. See pages 2, 8
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AN ODE TO MRS. INCREDIBLE
It’s kinda strange writing this editorial, with a show tonight and through the week-

end (see ad opposite page), and knowing Lesley-Anne Hoxie will not be there (see 
obituary page eight). 

We’ve all discussed it these past few days - what a blow it is to lose someone not 
only so young, but someone who was so involved in the community. That’s some-
thing that is not as prevalent these days. Housing shortages/cost tend to lead to a 
“hollowing out.” You have younger people who can’t afford to stay, or leave for better 
opportunities elsewhere. People who are in their primes and generally give a damn. 

As opposed to people like me who have been in Lions Club for fifteen years and at 
54 years old, still check in on the younger side of the membership’s spectrum. 

Lesley-Anne was such an ambassador for the town, particularly when she served 
as Mammoth Lakes Film Festival Manager. 

What follows are just a few of the texts that filmmakers sent upon hearing of her 
cancer battle. 

“After many, many, (many) rejections, MLFF was one of the first film festivals I’d 
ever gotten accepted to. You [Lesley-Anne], along with the rest of the MLFF team, 
helped Ariel and I feel like real filmmakers, and I credit the warmth and support of 
Mammoth for being one of the key bolsters that helped me to believe in myself as an 
independent filmmaker and artist. 

     – Emily Ann Hoffman
“I just want to say thank you for being so kind to me on my trip to Mammoth Lakes. 

The 2018 festival was one of the best and most memorable times of my life. Thank you 
for being a part of that experience. Many of us filmmakers are so grateful for people 
like you ... You’ve done so much for the filmmakers, and all of us will remember your 
kindness.

     -Matthew Victor Pastor
 “Hi beautiful light, I wanted to reach out to you because I hear that you are in the 

midst of a battle.
I want you to know how incredible and wonderful you are. My students and I came 

from Kazakhstan for the MAMMOTH LAKES FILM FESTIVAL back in 2019 and you 
made everything so easy for us. You took on so much. I pray that your pain goes away 
and that you feel the embrace of eternal love surrounding you.”

     -Sarah Louise Wilson
 “Lesley, we came through MLFF virtually a few years back and you were so sup-

portive and interested in our documentary. Your small gesture of appreciation made 
such a huge impact on our lives. I hope this small gesture of sharing our well wishes 
for you might also be helpful. thinking of you. 

     - Michael Beck and Star Rosencrans,  
                 filmmakers of Feather and Pine, 2020”

“Lesley and MLFF was such a monumental and impactful experience for me. I was 
able to bring my friend, Danielle, the subject to the animated short, who was bat-
tling stage 4 breast cancer. Danielle has since passed, but that weekend at Mammoth 
Lakes that she shared is such a precious memory. I am forever grateful to Lesley and 
the team at MLFF for the opportunities and memories. 

     – Elizabeth Hogenson MLFF alumni  
     (2019 winner for animated short).

You don’t just replace people like Lesley-Anne, people who show up and are en-
thusiastic and committed and reliable. As Shira Dubrovner observed, “One person 
can really make a difference. One person can make them [visiting filmmakers] feel 
like kngs and queens.” 

When I spoke with Madeleine Roy, Madeleine told me that during the 2021 Sum-
mer Shakespeare production of “The Tempest,” that Lesley-Anne loved the fact that 
in our scene together, I [as Caliban] had to kiss her feet [as Stephanie] every night.

Funny. The little things that bring us such delight. 
I don’t have anything more. Other than I hope Lesley-Anne gets her wish and is 

sitting up there in the afterlife having her drink with Oscar Wilde. 

 

For a subscription, visit the website, 
make a donation and be added to the       
e-mail blast list. 

• The Town of Mammoth Lakes maintains approximately 30 miles of National 
Forest trails within the Town Boundary.

• Three new multi-use, non-motorized trails were recently completed in the 
Mammoth Lakes Basin with one more planned for completion in Summer 2023.

• In partnership with the Forest Service, the Town grooms over 5 miles of multi-
use winter trails which are enjoyed by skiers, snowshoers, fat bikers, and more.

• There are many opportunities for community members and visitors to support 
sustainable recreation on their public lands including Trail Days, Adopt-a-Trail, 
Tangle Free Waters, and the Host Program.

• In partnership with the Inyo National Forest and Mammoth Lakes Recreation, 
through an implementation grant from the Sierra Nevada Conservancy, new 
infrastructure will be built at the current Sherwins Trailhead. Improvements 
include ADA accessible vault toilets, paved parking area, interpretive panels,  
bike rack with tools, waste receptacles, and bear-proof storage containers.

• The much beloved paved multi-use paths (MUPS) 
throughout town bisect National Forest lands and were 
a collaborative effort between the Town and the Inyo  
National Forest.

 TownofMammothLakes.ca.gov           Town of Mammoth Lakes

DID YOU KNOW?
  Did you know that the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes partners with the Inyo National  
Forest to develop, enhance, and maintain 
your outdoor recreational experience?

For more information scan here or visit
mammothlakesrecreation.org/sustainable-recreation

Buried “No Parking” signs on Lakeview near 1849 Condos after the MLK Weekend storm.
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Wherever he goes the people all complain

Editor,

Your January 9 recounting of the deci-
sion by the Bishop City Council to stop 
invocations by religious leaders brought 
forth inaccurate commentary from some 
attendees. 

While waving US currency, one 
claimed how “In God We Trust” was a 
tradition formed at the beginning of this 
country. Yet, that motto didn’t appear on 
US coins until the Civil War, or on paper 
currency until 1957.

Another asked “Has it not always been 
one nation, under God?” Not really. The 
original Pledge of Allegiance dates to 
1892 makes no mention of God. Congress 
inserted the phrase in 1954 to contrast 
the United States with the atheistic Soviet 
Union. 

The idea that the United States was 
founded as a “Christian Nation” is one 
of the great co-optations of history. 
Although the original 13 colonies were 
an outpost of a Christian nation under 
the British monarchy, the successful 
American Revolution led the Founders 
to celebrate their political and religious 
independence. 

For that reason, the words “God, Jesus, 
Christian” do not appear anywhere in the 
US Constitution nor in the 27 Amend-
ments that followed. 

Stephen Cunha
Mammoth Lakes

To Pray or not to Pray? 

Dear Editor, 

I was appalled and shocked, by the 
blatant lack of representation the Bishop 
City Council gave its own constituency 
during the agenda item regarding meet-
ing invocations last week. 

They did not represent the people of 
Bishop. Who made them Gods? 

Ministers of many faiths, and residents 
came in support of prayer in city meet-
ings. They expressed concern over the 
ever-dwindling need for God to be pres-
ent in decision-making. 

The board’s quick dismissiveness was 
shocking. 

Twenty-two spoke in defense of keep-
ing prayer to open the meetings. The 
council flippantly batted them all down 
and abolished prayer by a 3-2 vote.

Only one woman spoke against prayer 
at the meeting. There were also 12 letters 
in opposition. 

There were 22 who spoke in favor of 
maintaijing the invocation and 16 ad-
ditional letters in support. 

This need to be so vigilant so as not 
to “offend” or make someone “squirm” 
has gone too far. It’s a cop out. Have we 
not all been to meetings, work, parties, 
heard remarks, read books, seen mov-
ies, shows, ads, that made us squirm? 
We sit through it and move on, or get up 
and leave, right? We are a melting pot for 
hundreds of faiths yet, we are all listen-
ing and praying to the same God. Not 
religious? That’s fine but respect our right 
to be so and continue as it has in the past. 
Our country was, and should remain, 
founded on religious people, fighting for 
that freedom. 

In Bishop, a few cocky people in power, 
with weak arguments, shut down every-

LETTERS
one’s right to speak, be HEARD and fairly 
voted on. The people of Bishop were not 
represented, THEY WERE EXCUSED. 

Bishop is a wonderful place I love to 
visit every year but it’s changing. We need 
more God, not more pot shops! 

I wonder where this overreaching 
power will go next. Around the world, 
we are seeing God put into a closet and 
silencing his voice, so as not to offend 
someone. Concern over potential offense 
is crippling freedom.

There is an increasing lack of respect, 
selfishness, and an entitled generation 
coming of age whose opinions and own 
claimed rights trump all else. We don’t go 
to India and expect them to alter their life 
and beliefs to accommodate a few of us 
who are other. We don’t go to Rome and 

cry foul because they are all Catholic and 
tell them to take down their crosses. How 
about adapt versus condemn? No one is 
forcing anyone to believe or to agree or 
live in a religious community. You have 
choices and options. You can easily live 
beside your sisters and brothers, regard-
less of religious or political views, in 
peace & acceptance. In other countries, 
I have gone with the flow and chose ac-
ceptance instead of anger and squirming. 

Prayer is what religious people do. It’s 
who they are. Chill. This great country 
was founded on hundreds of free rreli-
gions, all with a voice. Those voices all 
end up in the ears of the same God. No 
matter what we call him, or how we ad-
dress him in prayer, he is everyone’s God. 
Forget the words used, who said it, or 

what faith gave it, the point is the prayer. 
Just listen. The glue that pulls us together 
is asking God for his input because it 
matters. How is that, in anyway, harmful? 
It couldn’t hurt unless you’re out to be 
offended. Let it go! Quietly give reverence 
and respect to those who are approach-
ing God with all good intentions. Fear 
not what man can do but stay true to 
your God. May God bless the wonderful 
people of Bishop that they will never be 
bullied or shamed, into giving up their 
rights to openly speak His name. God 
bless Bishop. God Bless America!!

Heidi Hachenberger
Renton, Washington



YOSEMITE
continued from page 1
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currently in its planning process – the 
team is gathering input to under-
stand current visitor use patterns, 
key issues, and core values in order 
to determine the best practices for 
visitor management. Once such input 
is gathered and an understanding has 
been reached, strategizing can begin. 
A draft of the plan is expected in Sum-
mer 2024. 

“In a nutshell,” said Collins, “[visitor 
use management is the] management 
of people and resources while sustain-
ing both.” The objective of the visitor 
use management plan (VUM) centers 
on enhancing opportunities to con-
nect visitors to the Park’s fundamental 
resources and values while preserving 
those resources and values for future 
generations. Resources like El Capi-
tan, Half Dome, the Sequoia groves, 
the streams and rivers and waterfalls, 
the bike-riding and rock-climbing and 
trail-chasing… even “global leader-
ship and conservation,” said Morse. 

This is the first park-wide plan-
ning effort Yosemite has executed in 
decades, but Yosemite VUM is noth-
ing new. Past VUM efforts include a 
general management plan in 1980, the 
Half Dome Trail Stewardship Plan in 
2012, the restoration of the Mariposa 
Grove of giant Sequoias in 2013, the 
Merced Wild and Scenic River Man-
agement Plan in 2014, the Tuolumne 
Wild and Scenic River Management 
Plan in 2014, and a traffic improve-
ment pilot in 2021 and 2022. 

The primary issues to be addressed 
in the long-term VUM are vehicular 
crowding and road congestion, park-
ing lot congestion, trail congestion 
– overall congestion – the quality of 
visitor experience, impacts on park 
resources, the protection of meadows, 
wildlife, and other natural resources, 
and the protection of culturally sig-
nificant assets. 

During the Q & A session of the 
meeting, one attendee asked if Park 
administrators were considering re-
implementing the reservation system 
as a permanent VUM plan. “Yes,” said 
Muldoon. “We are considering every 
range of alternatives that comes out of 
this planning process.” 

That was pretty much the answer to 
most questions. 

What type of enforcement will be 
implemented to support the VUM 
strategy?

“All depends on what comes out on 
the other end of this process… [we 
will] absolutely adapt to make what-
ever solution works well with the visi-
tors [to the park]” said Muldoon. 

What about ensuring that those 
without computer access will be able 
to make a reservation if such a new 
system is implemented? It’s a big fac-
tor in their analysis of the plan. 

Could a lottery system be imple-
mented for all reservable services at 
Yosemite (entry, hotels, trail access, 
etc.)? Right now, the team is in their 
planning phase. The mechanisms 

they use to implement any strategy 
will depend on the decided plans. 

How about quotas for parking and 
camping? Anything’s possible. Could 
there be a dedicated lane at entrance 
stations for annual pass holders? 
Depends on what comes out of the 
planning phase. 

One attendee asked why the reser-
vation system was stopped. Muldoon 
explained the emergency response 
nature of the reservation system, and 
how last year the reservation system 
helped to alleviate congestion and 
parking limitations caused by con-
struction throughout the park. “This is 
going to be our no-action alternative 
plan in 2023,” said Muldoon, referring 
to the reservation system’s absence. 
Without a reservation system, Park 
administration will be able to see how 
well their improvements to traffic 

circulation and parking operate on 
their own. 

The traffic changes have increased 
the speed of movement throughout 
the entire transportation network of 
the park, and two lanes leading out 
of the park have worked to prevent 
a congested exodus come departure 
time. “What we found is that [the 
changes have] dramatically increased 
our ability to move cars through Yo-
semite Valley,” said Morse. 

Input from park visitors is crucial 
to the design of a successful VUM. 
To share your thoughts, ideas, and 
stories with the park and influence the 
decision-making and priority-setting 
process, visit parkplanning.nps.gov/
YosemiteVisitorAccess by February 3rd, 
2023. 

 

The autumn-time flow of Yosemite’s Vernal Falls reveals the water-sculpted rock. 
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GIRAFFES
continued from page 1

More info about 
locals’ discounts:

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. RATES AND DATES
SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.

precipitation, near normal precipita-
tion, and below normal precipitation for 
the region. Each was 33%. 

Headed out of April and into spring 
and early summer, Smallcomb antici-
pates above normal temperatures. “So, 
it looks like an earlier than normal snow 
melt,” he said. 

However, the snowpack is strong and 
healthy. Exceedingly so. “If we stay ac-
tive [storm-wise] into March, then 2023 

2023 versus 2022 snowpack pictured above in a slide provided by Smallcomb during his presentation giving up-to-date information as of January 17, 2023. The purple color indicates 
places where the snowpack is at nearly 200%. 

will give 2017 a run for its money,” said 
Smallcomb. The Walker River Snowpack 
is already well above the median peak 
that typically occurs in March. Its size 
has been within record territory since 
January 10th. If it keeps storming, snow-
pack records will be set. 

A good-looking snowpack means 
a water supply that’s in “really good 
shape,” said Smallcomb. 

Down in Bishop, the water’s already 

there. Historic rainfall has dropped 
8.57 inches of water onto the city since 
October 1st. 

That’s 177% of the average annual 
rainfall. In just three and a half months. 

Smallcomb issued a word of warning. 
“Soil moisture is well above normal,” he 
said. Great for runoff efficiency come 
spring and summer. But, it also primes 
the area for flooding if major atmo-
spheric river storms return in Febru-

ary or March. Keep those sandbags on 
hand. 

While we haven’t done an official 
count, it seems about 50% of the park-
ing spots at Vons are buried. 

The brightside - there’s nothing like 
that feeling of getting a parking spot. 
Even if it’s all the way by Carl’s Jr. 
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OBITUARY
LINDA NICOLOSI 1947-2023

Youth/High School Theater in Bishop

Bishop’s most adorable children’s 
community theater event goes live this 
Saturday with an exciting performance 
of The Jungle Book -- for one day only! 
The Missoula Children’s Theatre is back 
in town with its annual performance 
featuring children from our local com-
munity. Bring your kids and family to 
watch The Jungle Book this Saturday, 
with shows at 3 and 5:30 p.m. at the 
Bishop High School Auditorium on 
North Fowler Street. The over 60-strong 
cast featuring kids from kindergarten 
through eighth grade who have been 
working hard all week learning lines, 
songs, and stage directions to bring you 
this comedic interpretation of a classic 
tale. 

Thanks to the generosity of commu-
nity members and a donation from the 
Bishop Unified School District, entrance 
is free, but we are encouraging dona-
tions. Baked goods and beverages will 
be available for purchase. 

For more information please contact 
Genevieve at 760-258-6377.

As for the Bishop Union High School’s 
Theatre Club, it will be performing “The 
Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon” at 
BUHS on January 27-29 and February 
3-5. Performances will be at 7 p.m. on 
Fridays, 2 and 7 p.m
on Saturdays, and 2 p.m. on Sundays. 
Doors will open 1:30 and 6:30

In a madcap and rollicking perfor-
mance, two narrators and a few actors 

LOCAL BRIEFS

Linda Nicolosi

On December 8, 2022 our Mammoth 
Lakes community lost one of our 
most vibrant, loving ladies, Linda Lael 
Nicolosi.  Linda succumbed at the age 
of 75 to a long, challenging battle with 
Parkinson’s and multiple orthopedic 
injuries.  Despite her battle, all who 
knew and loved her realized she lived 
life to her fullest, especially those who 
witnessed the incredible love shared 
between she and her husband, Sam 
(Salvatore to her) Nicolosi during 
their 53 year marriage.

Linda and Sam met in San Diego, 
where they realized they both had a 
passion for the outdoors and sports.  
During her lifetime, she mastered ski-
ing, water skiing, golf and fly fishing.  
Watching her ski Mammoth provided 
the opportunity to see a ballet dancer 
excel on the snow.  Swinging golf 
clubs with her was equally fun and 
educational.  Her 17 handicap was not 
something she gloated about, it was 
something she used to provide others 
guidance and support.  And not many 
fisher people get to claim a 23” Brown 
Trout caught while float tubing on 
Crowley Lake.  

Linda was so much more than 
athletic.  She was a talented musician, 
playing both cello and piano.  She was 
a talented artist as well, creating beau-
tiful dolls to share with her family.  
Her artistic endeavors helped her ex-
cel in school, graduating from Hoover 
High School in San Diego in 1965, 
followed by her tenure at San Diego 
State University, where she earned a 
BA in English.  Her talents also played 
well in the restaurant business, where 
she and Sam thrived at their fam-
ily owned Italian restaurant, despite 
being a true Scandinavian.  Her final 
career moves included working as a 
Host for Mammoth Mountain from 
1997 - 2007 and sharing her great taste 
as a salesperson in Mammoth’s Main 
Lodge Sports Shop.

When Linda was not actively par-
ticipating in the arts or sports, her 
passions included travel and cheer-
ing on Formula 1 racing events.  She 
and Sam traveled to many locations 
around the United States and the 
world. Her travels helped her fall in 
love with Yellowstone, Alaska, Africa, 

and Europe, just to name a few. The 
adrenaline junkie Linda was kept her 
fascinated with the world of race cars 
too, especially after sharing personal 
race experiences on the track with 
Sam.

The true testament to Linda’s pas-
sion for her activities was her ex-
perience sit skiing with Mammoth 
Mountain’s DSES just days before her 
final hospitalization. For two glori-
ous hours, Linda traveled the slopes 
around Main Lodge, continuously 
asking for more speed and more runs.  
The smiles created truly were the send 
off to a life lived!

Sam Nicolosi expressed platitudes 
and gratitude for the folks at Mam-
moth Hospital who were so wonderful  
helping with Linda’s care throughout 
these past many years.  

Linda is survived by her husband 
Sam, two sisters, Sandy Marcy of 
Nashville, Tennessee and Arden 
Santos of Fallbrook, California, as well 
as numerous nieces and nephews, all 
who loved her passionately.  A cel-
ebration of Linda’s life will be sched-
uled for the near future in Mammoth 
Lakes. 

attempt to combine all of the 209 fairy-
tales of the Brothers Grimm into “one 
super mega-juicy story.” 

Baked goods and raffle tickets for 
prizes from local businesses will also 
be sold before the show and during 
intermission. If you have a business that 
would like to donate a raffle prize email 
buhstheatreclub@gmail.com or call 
805.464.1667.

Under the supervision of Diana 
Lanane, the Theatre Club is made up of 
approx. 20 passionate students with a 
common goal to share the joy of theatre. 

Also see ad p. 13

Air traffic continues to soar

The Sheet started off its conversation 
with Mammoth Lakes Tourism Execu-
tive Director John Urdi on Wednesday 
with a simple question: How long are 
people’s memories? How long can you 
hold off until you have to remind them 
and say ‘Hey, we’ve got a lot of snow.’

He answered in roundabout fashion, 
saying, “We’re still focused on the pa-
tience message at the moment. Visitor 
education.” 

As Urdi said, if the last round of 
snow had dumped anywhere else, they 
would have called it a natural disaster. 
Whereas here, we might call it Monday. 
Or Thursday. 

So the message is patience. For 
shoveling. And traffic. And checker-
board parking lots littered with buried 
vehicles. 

He did hope the patience message 
would also spill over into locals’ behav-
ior as well. “There are plenty of locals 
driving like idiots, too” he observed. 
“I’ve nearly been killed twice this week 
just trying to get out of my driveway.” 

As to air service, the numbers below 
reflect two-way traffic, so the number of 
enplanements out of Mammoth/Bishop 
are approximately half. 

That would mean approximately 8,230 
bookings/enplanements for the winter 
season through January 17. 

The blended load factor (total number 
of seats occupied) is approximately 60-
65% for Denver and SFO and a bit lower 
fro Advanced. 

Last year, Mammoth and Bishop did 
approximately 10,000 enplanements for 
the entire season.

This year, the commercial air service 
season ends April 9 for United and 
extends a week later for Advanced and 
Urdi thinks we’ll achieve about 15,000 
enplanements. 

Hardy won’t prosecute Winter

In October, Dirk Winter, 72, of Cam-
bria was driving at a high rate of speed 
when he collided with a 55-year old 

man from Stockton, identified as Javier 
Hernandez, killing the man. 

The accident occurred in the 45 
m.p.h. zone just south of the Chevron 
station in Lone Pine. There’s a dirt 
shoulder where many truckers pull over. 
Often, they’ll zip across the highway to 
visit a local taco truck. The area does not 
have a crosswalk nor street lights. 

Inyo County D.A. Tom Hardy told The 
Sheet the following: 

I wanted to email you to let you know 
that I have reviewed the CHP investi-
gation report in the above-referenced 
matter, and I have determined that no 
criminal charges will be filed. It is a 
tragic situation, but it is not one involv-
ing criminal liability. 

 I would also indicate that my deci-
sion was based on the facts as set forth 
in the formal report, and not the initial 
CHP media release.



LOCAL NEWS
FROM DESK TO DIRTY WORK

Shaun Troy is a finance analyst for 
the Town of Mammoth Lakes. 
He’s also “pretty much in charge 

of” Mammoth’s Snow Patrol (SP), 
Troy told me. Scheduling, organiza-
tion – “all that kind of stuff.” 

Snow Patrol is the brainchild of 
Public Works Director Haislip Hayes. 
Its main goal is to keep the roads clear 
so that plows and snow blowers can 
remove snow. “For example,” Troy 
told me, “if there’s a stuck vehicle in 
the road, and [operators] are currently 
plowing that section of road, we’ll 
hop in front of our loaders and get the 
vehicle unstuck.”

The Snow Patrol Mantra: keep the 
operators on their route. 

It’s a volunteer gig. Typically, eight 
town administrative staffers forsake 
the day’s work to brave the elements 
and clear the roads of unlucky souls. 
“The storm conditions and how many 
people are in town… all that kind of 
factors into how many people we 
take out that day on patrol,” said Troy. 
“If someone on the team has a lot of 
work to do, or something else they 
have to do, we roll with whoever is 
available.” 

The usual suspects: Riley Griesen-
beck (Engineering Assistant), Colin 
Brownlee (Engineering Assistant), 
Gretchen Haselbauer (Operations 
Manager), Michael Peterka (Associate 
Planner), Danny Earls (Revenue As-
sistant), Gina Montecallo (Planner), 
Tim Sammuli, and, of course, Troy. 
Plus, two, chained-up Ford Expedi-
tions. 

One might wonder… What’s the 
opportunity cost of Snow Patrol? Why 
aren’t these civil servants doing the 
work the taxpayer pays them to do? 
Couldn’t they just do their adminis-
trative work and have someone else 
patrol the roads? 

“It’s a valid question,” said Troy. “I 
think it has a lot of value to the com-
munity – and again, this is in major 
storms. If it snows two inches, we’re 
probably not going to go out. And it’s 
all based on who’s available, or who 
maybe doesn’t have a ton of work go-
ing on that day. So we’re always trying 
to cover our bases with people spend-
ing some time in the office working 
on their usual work, and then running 
Snow Patrol as well.”

This past week, it was more Snow 
Patrol than office work, Troy said. 
“But I think the thing we’ve learned 
this year – as opposed to the pilot pro-
gram last year – is we’ve been more 
targeted in our timing with it… target-
ing the four to six hours of the day that 
we are actually needed out there,” he 
explained. 

More interactions in a shorter 
amount of time. “We’re not getting a 
full day in the office, but we are still 
accomplishing as much as we can 
in the office, balancing that with the 

By Pike
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Mammoth Lakes Town Administrative staff board their Fords to free the Teslas

more PATROL, page 13
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time we’re out there,” Troy said. 
From Monday, January 9th to Mon-

day, January 16th, Snow Patrol spent a 
total of 32 hours out in the field. Those 
hours fell exclusively on Monday the 
9th, Tuesday the 10th, Saturday the 
14th, and Monday the 16th. The math: 
Monday the 9th and Tuesday the 10th 
were the only work days that Snow Pa-
trol patrolled that week, “and we split 

time between patrol and office work 
those days,” Troy detailed in an email. 

Troy also sent over a map that il-
lustrated the various hot spots where 
interactions took place (53 total 
interactions for the week, see pg. 
13). Gray pins on the map signify hot 
spots where there was more than one 
interaction or another vehicle need-
ing assistance in close proximity, Troy 

explained. 
During the week, Troy wrote that 

Snow Patrol “utilized teams ranging 
from a minimum of 1 team consisting 
of 2 staff members to 2 teams consist-
ing of 3 staff members per team de-
pending on the traffic volume, storm 
intensity, and need.”
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As Curley’s wife in the 2015 Mammoth Lakes 
Repertory production of “Of Mice and Men.” 

Lesley-Anne Hoxie, a fixture in the 
local arts community and board 
member of Sierra Classic

Theatre, died of cancer this week. She 
was just 37 years old.

Hoxie was born December 4, 1985 in 
Hinsdale, Illinois, a suburb of Chicago, 
and grew up in Del Mar, California. 

Upon graduating from Torrey Pines 
High School in 2004, she then attended 
college at Cal State Fullerton, majoring 
in English literature. 

Her mother Elva said that during 
college, she worked at Disneyland on 
the weekends with her then-boyfriend. 
They were cast as Mr. and Mrs. Incred-
ible. 

Post-college, she reunited with a boy 
she’d known from junior high school. 
The couple soon married and moved to 
Mammoth Lakes. 

After their divorce, Lesley-Anne 
moved back to Mammoth by herself in 
2015. 

In Mammoth, Lesley-Anne indulged 
her passion for the arts and was cast in 
several local productions. Shira Du-
brovner, the Artistic Director of Mam-
moth Lakes Repertory Theatre, said she 
considered Lesley Anne’s performance 
in Neil Simon’s “Barefoot in the Park,” 
where she played the lead, as her best 
role. 

She also deliciously played Abigail 
Williams, the teen temptress and ac-
cuser, in The Crucible by Arthur Miller. 

But one of the roles she herself liked 

best was that of Cecily Cardew in Oscar 
Wilde’s “The Importance of Being Ear-
nest.” 

It was during that show that she 
solidified her friendship with Madeleine 
Roy, one of her two best friends in 
Mammoth. 

They’d met during The Crucible. One 
night Lesley-Anne offhandedly told 
Madeleine, “My divorce was finalized 
today.” 

So Madeleine replied, “Well, let’s go 
out and celebrate.” So they went out to 
the Liberty Bar in Mammoth and did 
just that. 

But it was during “Earnest” that they 
really began spending a lot of time 
together. 

“She and I talking together was the 
easiest thing in the world,” said Mad-
eleine, “Any topic. Politics, literature, 
history … we’d go over to her house and 
she made the best martinis, and we’d 
talk. And became inseparable. Even 
when I moved to Seattle we’d spend an 
hour every other day on the phone.” 

It was during that time that Madeleine 
and Lesley-Anne decided to launch a 
podcast via Zoom. The theme was an 
author and a cocktail. They called it the 
Book Pub Podcast, and if you google 
it, it comes right up. They did about 40 
episodes together. 

As Madeleine says, Lesley-Anne’s fan-
tasy was always a glass of Champagne, a 
chaise lounge, and a conversation with 
Oscar Wilde. 

Madeleine’s been listening to the old 
podcasts this week just because it gives 
her a chance to hear Lesley-Anne’s 
voice. 

Lesley-Anne’s other best friend in 
town was Allison Luna. They met when 
Allison moved to Mammoth from Colo-
rado in 2016, and bonded because they 
were both recently divorced. Mutual 
friend Maurice Cooper invited Allison 
to try out for that fall’s Murder Mystery, 
and the two women met at auditions. 

Allison wasn’t as much a part of the 
local theater mafia, so their friend-
ship more grew out of a mutual sense 
of adventure. But as Allison says, their 
dynamic was Lesley-Anne as instigator 
and Allison as willing accomplice. 

There were 5 a.m. skis at Shady Rest, 
skinny dips in Crowley Lake, random ski 
days at Mammoth where they’d dig out 
the previous fall’s Halloween costumes 
to wear, and a quixotic and unsuccessful 
attempt to hike Mt. Morrison which left 
them far more amused than frustrated. 

And they’d go get sushi once a week 
to talk about boys, etc. 

The pair hiked Mt. Dana in June, 2021.
About a month later, Lesley-Anne 

became concerned about a mole on her 
back. 

The biopsy revealed a cancer diagno-
sis. 

In Del Mar, Lesley-Anne grew up just 
down the block from her first cousin 
Brandon (son of her mother’s brother). 
They were born just 20 days apart and 
were very close. 

Lesley-Anne also has a sister Julie, 
who is four years younger. 

As Madeleine Roy said, the only photo 
Lesley-Anne displayed in her apart-
ment was a photo of her and Julie on ski 
vacation. 

The rest of her apartment was simple, 
tasteful. Art, watercolors.

As Madeleine said, “Lesley-Anne just 
had so much class … and she always 
had really nice purses!”

Her mother Elva described Lesley-
Anne as a shy little girl. Which is why 
she was somewhat shocked when 
Lesley-Anne began pointing to fliers 
advertising theatrical productions and 
saying, “I want to do that.” 

As the Director of the North Coast 
Repertory Theatre told Elva, it’s not un-
usual for the shy kids to bloom onstage, 

and Lesley-Anne began participating in 
theater from 3rd or 4th grade. 

As Mom says, Lesley-Anne was always 
a reader. And if there was a choice be-
tween reading and exercise, she’d read. 

So Elva got concerned and said, “Geez 
Lesley-Anne, recess is for getting out 
and running around. You can’t just sit in 
the corner of the yard and read during 
recess.” 

A few days later, Elva has to go to the 
school for some reason, and it’s recess 
time, and she looks out at all the kids 
romping around, and she spies her 
daughter, not sitting and reading, but 
walking and reading - her own eclectic 
compromise. 

Madeleine Roy said Lesley-Anne liter-
ally taught her how to walk and read. 

“I read Neil Gaiman’s ‘Ocean at the 
End of the Lane’ entirely on the [Cerro 
Coso] college path,” says Madeleine. 
“You develop a sixth sense so you don’t 
stumble.” 

Shira Dubrovner, who also puts on the 
Mammoth Lakes Film Festival (MLFF), 
said Lesley-Anne was a huge support 
system in the community. 

Both Dubrovner and Sierra Classic 
Theatre’s Allison Page lauded Hoxie’s 
behind-the-scenes contributions. 

“You don’t realize how important 
someone is until they’re gone,” said 
Dubrovner. 

Hoxie served as MLFF’s Festival Man-
ager. She was the first friendly face that 
the filmmakers saw when they arrived 
at Festival headquarters - she made 
them feel at home, she could reference 
their work, and she appreciated them as 
artists. 

During Lesley-Anne’s final days, Du-
brovner sent out a message to filmmak-
ers telling them about Lesley-Anne’s 
condition. More than 100 filmmakers 
responded and sent texts of thanks and 
support - these are people who may 
have only crossed paths with Lesley-
Anne for a few days. That’s the impact 
she made. 

Madeleine Roy said Lesley-Anne had 
this pair of Vans shoes that she loved. 
The left shoe had a representation of a 
bunch of mathematical symbols and 
equations; the right shoe had art. And 
Lesley-Anne felt this was a personal 
representation - her twinning of self. 

During her final hours, when she 
could no longer speak, her uncle Art re-
read “The Importance of Being Earnest” 
to her at her bedside. 

Her mother Elva read her the texts 
from friends and admirers and loved 
ones until she would be overcome with 
emotion, and then Julie would read. 

Lesley-Anne died just a few blocks 
from where she grew up, surrounded by 
family. 

She is survived by her mother Elva, 
her father Bill and her sister Julie, her 
uncles Art and David Mendoza, her 
cousin Brandon and a Mammoth com-
munity that will miss her terribly. 

Dubrovner and Page plan a celebra-
tion of life for Lesley-Anne. Look for 
details in a future issue. 

OBITUARY
LESLEY-ANNE HOXIE 1985-2023
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Blaise Pondella got his kicks wearing bib #66, finishing third in the U12s. 
PHOTO: PONDELLA

The Junior VC (Village Champion-
ship) races are sponsored by busi-
ness both local and out of the area.  

Teams are comprised of 12 kids and a 
coach (coach does not race).  Each team 
has customer t-shirts or sweat shirts 
made.

There are 3 races during the year and 
2 runs in each race before the trophy is 
awarded for the team to display in their 
business. This has been going on in 
Mammoth for more years than virtually 
anyone can remember.

On Saturday, january 14, the Mam-
moth Race Dept. went for fitting 2 races 
into a weather window and not only 
pulled off the races but, as always, also 
had the course in great shape and timing 
down to the hundredth of a second.
Individual results are as follows:

U10F:
1st, Ivanka Hak   
2nd, Chloe Robinson   
3rd, Hailey Koenig
U10M: 
1st, Ando Porter                
2nd, Julian Birrell   
3rd, Dylan Kim
U12F:     
1st, Astrid Vadas                
2nd, Audrey Tomaier  
3rd Ashely Bien
U12M:    
1st, Sam Mogari 
2nd, Vaughn Bruland  
3rd, Noah Geffre
U14F:     
1st, Koko Bruce  
2nd, Sara Tomaier  
3rd, Neko Morando
U14M:    

1st, Vance Khamsi  
2nd, Harper Dahlbert  
3rd, Logan Dalrymple
Fastest time of the day was turned in 

by Koko Bruce with a 24.09. She beat all 
the boys as well.

Fastest time of the day for the boys was 
Vance Khamsi with a 24.58.

The biggest spread over the nearest 
competitor was Ando Porter a U10m 
beating the nearest skier by 1.33 seconds.

Team results at this time and only after 
the first race are: 

1st, Eastern Sierra Land Survey (a new 
sponsor) 

2nd, Fast Ski (Command Performance) 
3rd, Johns Pizza Works (a past winner)
This race was sponsored by Kittredge 

Sports and each participant received a 
$50 Repair shop gift certificate. 

The next race of the day was the Kit-
tredge Cup, this was re scheduled from 
December 27.

This race has been going on for 32 
years and has seen skiers develop their 
skills all the way to the Olympics. Some 
of the skiers are now kids of past Olympi-
ans and racing for the first time.

Each participant in this race receives a 
Kittredge Long Sleeve T and trophies for 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd place. 

U10F:      
1st, Chloe Robinson  
2nd, Nadine Hronco  
3rd, Pehr Parks
U10M:    
1st, Ando Porter 
2nd, Dylan Kim  
3rd, Henry Hund
U12F:
1st, Audrey Tomaier  

2nd, Chloe Bair  
3rd, Astrid Vadas and Lily McConnell 

(The two skiers tied at 55.14 seconds 
each for the 2 runs and both will receive 
trophies.)

U12M:  
1st, Sam Mogari  
2nd, Vaughn Bruland  
3rd, Blaise Pondella
U14F:      
1st, Koko Bruce  
2nd, Sara Tomaier  
3rd, Rowan Monte
U14M:    
1st, Logan Dalrymple  
2nd, Vance Khamsi   
3rd, Calvin Wong

www.mammothbreakfastclub.com

Now Accepting Credit Cards

Indoor / Outdoor Seating / Dog Friendly Patio
Real Vodka Homemade Bloody Mary’s,

Cocktails, Mimosa’s & Beer

Homemade Pastries, Muffins, Crossaints, Biscuits
Mexican Breakfast Specialties, Omelettes, & More

Fastest time of the day was turned in 
by Sam Mogari, a U12M, ripping the 
course in 25.34.

Fastest Woman of the day was Koko 
Bruce with a 26.34, followed closely by 
Audrey Tomaier with a 26.59.

Our closest racers were separated by 
.12 between Audrey Tomaier winning 
and Chloe Bair coming in 2nd.

A great time was had by all and all the 
kids enjoyed competing against each 
other.  

The next JVC race is January 29th and 
the Kittredge Fun Cup for the younger 
kids TBD in the spring

Thanks again for the coaches on the 
hill and the parents helping at sign up. 
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Beer lovers’ candy store
Selection of more than 300 beers

SAVVY LOCALS ALWAYS KEEP 
THEIR BARS WELL-STOCKED

MAMMOTH LIQUOR

934.6260                Main St. Next to Rick’s

calendar of events
BARS & MUSIC

m a m m o t h

GEAR
EXCHANGE

106 S. Main St., Bishop (760) 873-4300

Happy Hour/
The Liberty Sports Bar and Grill 
Pursuit of Happiness Hour Daily 
3-6 p.m.  and extended Pursuit of 
Happiness hour Mon.& Thur. 3-8 p.m. 
More info: see ad p. 9
Austria Hof Happy Hour 
4-6:30 p.m. Sun-Thurs/4-6 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday. 
Outlaw Saloon Happy Hour every 
day from 4-7 p.m. Monday happy hour 
all day. And Taco Tuesdays are back! 
More info: see ad p. 15
Clocktower Cellar Happy Hour: 4-6 
p.m. daily. $6 dollar menu items, 
drink specials. More info: see ad p. 8
Petra’s happy hour until 6 p.m. 
Signature cocktails, special menu.  
Roberto’s Happy Hour: 2-5 p.m. daily. 
The Mogul happy hour 5:30-6:30 
p.m. in the bar with food and drink 
specials. 
Lakanuki happy hour 3-6 p.m. daily. 
Mammoth Tavern Happy hour 4-5:30 
p.m. 1/2 off drink and app. specials
Distant Brewing happy hour 3-5 p.m, 
Monday-Thursday

January 20-21/
The Hinges (Soulful Blues) plays at 
Liberty with members of Fishbone and 
the Pharcyde. Time: 9:30 p.m.  More 
info: see ad p. 9.
Weekend Apres Party from 2 p.m. to 5 
p.m. at Canyon Lodge Sundeck. DJ. 

Sunday, January 22/
Eric Roebuck LIVE! @ 7 p.m. at Distant 
Brewing. Singer-songwriter guitarist.

Tuesday, January 24/
Karaoke @ 9 p.m. at Liberty.

January 27-28/
The Tahoe Tribe (Mountain Rock) 
plays at Liberty. Time: 9:30 p.m.
Weekend Apres Party from 2 p.m. to 5 
p.m. at Canyon Lodge Sundeck. DJ.

January 20-22/
Sierra Classic Theatre’s production 
of “Lifespan of a Fact” continues 
through Sunday. Fri. show features a 
post-show talkback with Jim Fingal, 
whose book inspired the play. For 
more information, see ad p. 3.

Friday, January 20/
BUHS Home Basketball Games 
against Frazier Mountain. Girls @ 4:30 
p.m. Boys @ 6 p.m.

Saturday, January 21/
Free Coffee with Climbing Rangers at 
the Pleasant Valley “Pit” Campground 
from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. Meet rangers, 
get beta, drink brews. 
New Moon Night Sky Program 
from 6 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. at PV Pit 
Campground to hear about night sky 
features.
Woolly’s Dance Party @ the Village 
at Mammoth. Time: 3:45-4:30 p.m. 
Music, complimentary cocoa, fun. 

January 21-22/
“Where My Home Is” with the 
Felici Piano Trio and special guest 
Ambroise Aubrun, performing 
chamber music by Beethoven, Janacek 
and Mendelssohn! at Cerro Coso 
Community College in Mammoth @ 
7 p.m. on Saturday, 4 p.m. on Sunday. 
Info/tix: https://felicitrio.com/
concertcalendar.html 

Monday, January 23/
Delve into DEI (Diversity, Equity, 
Inclusion) with Mammoth Lakes 
Chamber of Commerce at Stellar Brew 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Mammoth Lakes Housing 
Board meets at 6 p.m. in Suite Z 
in the Minaret Mall or online at 
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.

Tuesday, January 24/
Mammoth High School v. Bishop 
Union High Basketball with Boys 
Game @ Mammoth at 7:30 p.m. and 
Girls Game @ Bishop at 6 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 25/
Mammoth Lakes Town Council 
Special Meeting at 5 p.m. in Suite 
Z, Minaret Mall or online via 
townofmammothlakes.ca.gov.
Eastern Sierra Avalanche Center 
free educational event series on 
backcountry travel & avy awareness. 
Time: 6 p.m. Location: Mammoth 
Brewing Co. 
Homeless? Van Lifer? Houseless? 
Couch surfer? Come grab some 
spaghetti and meatballs and fill out 
an anonymous local housing survey 
@ Sierra Wellness Center. Time: 5-8 
p.m. Address: 181 Sierra Manor Rd. in 
Mammoth. 

Thursday, January 26/
Free Snowshoe Walk from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at 2510 Main St. in Mammoth. 
Join an ESIA naturalist and learn about 
snow science, winter ecology, tracking, 
birds, and more! Snowshoes provided.
Info: 760.872.1220
Winter Adventure Series with Mikey 
Schaefer @ the USFS Welcome Center, 
2510 Main St. from 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
Hear about Shcaefer’s 30-year, multi-
continental climbing career.
MHS Home Basketball v. Boron with 
Girls at 5:30 p.m., Boys at 7 p.m.
Mammoth Lakes Community Coffee. 
Time: 8:30-9:30 p.m. Get a free cup of 
joe on MLT at the following locations: 
Black Velvet/Mammoth Coffee 
Roasting Company/Side Door
Starbucks on Main/Stellar Brew
Looney Bean (Mammoth)/Warming 
Hut. Then log onto webinar to hear 
from Haislip hayes and Shain Troy 
about the Town response to big storms. 
www.mammothlakeschamber.org. 

January 27-29/
CMH Heli-Skiing in Virtual Reality 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Plaza in 
The Village @ Mammoth. Come by the 
VR lounge, don goggles, and watch an 
immersive video of heli-skiing. 

Friday, January 27/
Bishop Union High Home Basketball 
v. Rosamond with Girls @ 6 p.m., Boys 
@ 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, January 28/
4th Annual Green and White 
Washer Tourney & BBQ dinner 
4-H fundraiser @ the Tri-County 
Fairgrounds in Bishop. First toss @ 4 
p.m. and Dinner 5:30 p.m. VFW Post 
8988 provides the no-host bar. Info/
tix: 760.873.7854
MHS Home Basketball v. Oasis 
Academy with Girls at 2 p.m., Boys at 
3:30 p.m.
L.A. Kings Apres Takeover and Watch 
Party at Canyon Lodge from 2 p.m. to 4 
p.m. Giveaways, Ice Crew Appearance, 
then watch the Kings v. the Tampa 
Bay Lightning from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. @ 
Burgers.

Friday thru
Sunday 

TOWN STUFF

TOWN STUFF
SIERRA 

ELECTRIC

760-920-3547
LIC#  923994

Home Automation Professionals
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By Klusmire

I won't even denigrate 

the herd of asses in the 

state legislature who 

followed our slick-haired 

governor into the abyss.

”

“

-Klusmire

KLUSMIRE
HEY GAVIN, THANKS FOR THE CASH
The timing isn’t great. 

The embarrassment factor is 
pretty high.

The impact will fade with time.
Nonetheless, I am not one to look a gift 

horse in the mouth, even if said horse 
looks exactly like California Governor 
Gavin Newsom. I won’t even denigrate 
the herd of asses in the state legislature 
who followed our slick-haired governor 
into the abyss, smiling all the way and 
nearly breaking their arms patting them-
selves on the back for the good deed 
delivered to my door on Wednesday. 

I was standing in my living room, 
still in my PJs last Wednesday, Jan. 10 
enjoying the “snow day” in Bishop. That 
means there was actual snow on cars 
and lawns. Granted, the sidewalks were 
clear, there wasn’t even any slush on 
town streets, and by 10 a.m. the white 
stuff was melting. But this is Bishop. 
A half-inch of snow can traumatize us 
low-landers/desert dwellers as we gloat 
rather happily when watching folks in 
Mammoth Lakes take hours to dig out 
a car after four or five feet of heavy, wet 
snow has blessed the town. 

Bishop got between 4 and 5 inches of 
rain, depending on who was doing the 
measuring, during the big atmospheric 
river event. That’s about a year’s worth of 
precipitation, not counting whatever the 
little snow flurry delivered.  

Anyway, I was pondering whether I 
should pull on a pair of pants, put on 
my sneakers and a coat and go check on 
the ducks at the Bishop City Park. For 
a couple of days, the canal/ditch/creek 
running through the park was flowing 
bank-to-bank, and it looked like the 
ducks might be able to swim all the way 
to the restrooms and kids play area. They 
were happy ducks. 

Thanks to multiple closures of U.S. 
395, the “storm” traffic was minimal in 
Bishop. Just locals puttering around. I 
considered dropping in on Schat’s Bak-
ery after seeing the empty parking lot on 
Monday and Tuesday. This would be one 
of the few times you could avoid being 
elbow-to-elbow with all manner of hip 
visitors, so it would be easy to pick up 
a loaf of pumpernickel bread, or even a 
Sheet Lunch Special -- a slice of day-old 
bread marinated in angst and cheap gin.

But first I had to text relatives and 
friends who had been watching the 
dramatic television coverage of the mul-
tiple storms. Swamped cars, sinkholes, 
flooded roads, waves of water covering 
the Central Valley. Compelling images. 

AT THE MOVIES

But they didn’t happen here, unless 
you count the overflow of the Bishop 
Canal into adjoining pastureland. Or 
street washouts in Big Pine. Or Movie 
Road washing out in the Alabama Hills. 
Showing the Bishop 
Dump being closed 
isn’t exactly a stun-
ning graphic. 

Standing on my 
little porch watching 
the snow melt drip 
off my roof and what 
should happen? The 
intrepid mail carrier 
arrived, complete 
with a quick smile 
and some mail. Yes, 
it’s true, “neither 
snow nor rain nor 
heat nor gloom of 
night stays these 
couriers from the 
swift completion of 
their appointed rounds.” 

Great. A little diversion. 
Amid the routine bills and some rather 

odd advertising mailers, I spotted a 
strange envelope. 

In red letters, it announced what I held 
in my hot little hand was “Not a bill or 
advertisement. Important Information 
about your Middle Class Tax Refund.”

My memory kicked in and recalled 
some fluff and puffery last summer 
about the state swimming up to its neck 
in a $95 billion budget surplus. So the 
big-hearted politicos, after days of self-
congratulatory back-patting, decided 
to fork over $9.5 billion in the form or 
rebates/bribes/hush money to good old, 
run-of-the-mill California taxpayers. 

That it took six months to actually pro-
cess a payment and mail it out is all the 
comment needed about the efficiency of 
the state bureaucracy. 

The envelope held a debit card with a 
Grizzly Bear on it. No idea how much my 
Middle Class Tax Refund will be. I need 
to make a phone call to verify something 
and approve my PIN number. Too much 
to ask me on a snow day. I’ll do it later. 

The irony of the moment, however, is 
that Gov. Newsom had recently an-
nounced that the 2023-24 state budget 
will have a DEFICIT of $24 billion. In the 
red. 

The timing, as noted, wasn’t great. 
The multiple atmospheric river storms 

have spread damage and blown out 
infrastructure across the entire state. 
The feds will come to the rescue with 

some “state of emergency” money, but it 
likely won’t cover the storms’ estimated 
damages of more than $1 billion and 
counting. 

Will there be money to fix the Bishop 
storm drains, or 
Movie Road, or 
replace Mam-
moth Lake’s fleet 
of snowplows and 
trucks? Levees broke 
in the Central Valley 
flooding cropland, 
so will they get 
fixed? Beaches and 
piers were obliter-
ated, any relief in 
sight? How about all 
the state highways 
that were flooded or 
blocked by rock-
slides and down 
trees and sinkhole 
or were simply 

washed out? First reports claimed the 
storms created more than 500 mudslides 
throughout the state. 

As time passes and folks get a better 
look at the storm damage, the storm 
damage list will likely be close to endless. 

Apparently, the flood of state money 
is not. 

Did we mention the very real possibil-

Starting Wage
 $20/hr!*

at

Job Openings
Cashiers
Cooks
Prep Cooks
Dishwashers
Bussers
Utility
and many more!

Earn up to $500
Referral Bonus

*Non-tipped positions starting at $20/hr

jbrito@mammothresorts.com

Team Member
perks

Free Ski Pass
1 free meal / shift
Discounts
Career Growth

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MONO 

Job Announcement 

The Superior Court of 
California for Mono County 

invi tes appl icat ions for 
the posit ion of 

Deputy Court Clerk  
in the Mammoth Lakes 

Courthouse. 

Hourly Salary Range:

$18.44 - $29.38 DOE with 
excellent benefits

Application and job description 
available at:

https://mono.courts.ca.gov           
or call the court at (760) 923-2321,  

email: hr@mono.courts.ca.gov 

Closing Date: Open Until Filled 

The Superior Court of California, 
Mono County, is an equal 

opportunity employer. 

ity of a recession in 2023? 
So, there will be sharp elbows thrown 

in Sacramento as Newsom and the 
Legislature cut and pare the budget back 
into the black while also trying to pay 
for the massive storm damage. With a 
small population and new state sena-
tors and representatives, don’t bet Inyo 
and Mono counties will come out of the 
budget battles with armfuls of cash.

Besides a possible recession, what else 
does the state have to look forward to 
this year? Well, the statewide snowpack 
about 215% of average to date, and 100% 
of the April 1 average. The Southern 
Sierra, which includes Inyo and Mono 
counties, comes in at 257% of normal to 
date and 115% of April 1 average. If that 
snow load holds, there could be some 
surprise runoff issues and costs as the 
Sierra copes with ditches and infrastruc-
ture that has been languishing over the 
past three drought years. 

That’s one of those “no good deed goes 
unpunished” sort of deals. 

Stay tuned. 
Jon Klusmire of Bishop considered all 

the ramifications of the stormy weather 
and stormy state budget picture and 
promptly plopped on the couch for a nap. 
And yes, he will be cashing in his “refund” 
to fund a couple trips to the grocery store. 
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Sierra Employment Services, Inc.
is hiring for the following positions:

 
Personal Attendant – Bishop
 Snow Shoveler – Mammoth

 Insurance Front Desk Person –
Bishop

 General Laborer – Bishop and Mam-
moth

 Cashier – Mammoth
 Construction Security/Fire Watch – 

Mammoth
 Housekeeper – Mammoth

 Retail Clerk – Bishop
 Construction Office Assistant – Mam-

moth
 Maintenance Service Route Driver - 

Mammoth

  Call us for details!
 760-924-0523   760-873-8599

Mammoth Hospital is NOW HIRING!
We have an immediate need for the fol-

lowing positions:
· Preschool Teacher
· Associate Teacher
· Clinical Laboratory Scientist
To view more open positions and apply, 

please visit our website at https://mam-
moth-hospital.breezy.hr/ 

Shilo Inn is accepting applications for FT 
housekeepers, FT maintenance worker and 
Front desk/night auditor. Immediate Front 
Desk opportunity starting at $18/hour. 
Please call Human Resources (Sarina Quin-
tero) at 925.813.2331 or email your resume 
to squintero@marquishotelsgroup.com. 

Mammoth Verizon is accepting applica-
tions for a full time Sales Associate posi-
tion.Wage + Commission + Bonus + paid 
vacation. Typical earnings of $20-$27 per 
hour.No experience is necessary, bilingual 
English/ Spanish is a plus. Please apply in 
person at 126 Old Mammoth Rd, Suite 109, 
Mammoth Lakes. 

Sweetwater Plumbing Inc. Hiring a 
Journeyman Plumber. Full time position. 
Benefits. Job is located in Mammoth Lakes. 
Call 760-914-1266 or email info@sweetwa-
terplumbing for details.

Elixir Superfood & Juice is hiring Restau-
rant Team Members!  We’re looking for fun-
loving, enthusiastic and reliable individuals 
with an interest in healthy living to join our 
growing team. Apply online at enjoyelixir.
com/careers or drop off a resume in person   

Steve’s Auto & Truck Parts in Mam-
moth has an immediate opening for FULL 
TIME Counter Sales Person. Competitive 
pay, 401k, Health Insurance, Vacation Pay 
Stop by the store at 3280 Main St. Mammoth 
Lakes for an application. 

Norco Service Center has opening for a 
bookkeeper 20 to 30 hours per week.
Wage per experience.
760 934-9693Email; norco2@npgcable.com
     Loader Operator needed to run 
Snow Removal Business. (760) 934-9693          
   Housekeepers & Quality Control Staff 
Needed Immediate positions available for 
busy rental management company, both 
Part-time and Full-time. Previous cleaning 
experience preferred but not required, train-
ing provided. Looking for reliable, responsi-
ble, hard-working candidates with a positive 
work ethic, clean drivers license and vehicle 
required. Competitive pay and benefits 
available. Email resume to luis@mammoth-
sierraonline.com, call 760-914-0768 or stop 
by 1914 Meridian Blvd.

Lodging Quality Control Specialist   
Seeking unique individual with attention to 
detail to inspect lodging units for condition 
of maintenance, cleanliness, furniture, fix-
tures, and equipment. This job will include 
assisting housekeeping and facilities depart-
ment with cleaning and repairs. Base pay 
$23-$26/HR. + some OT + bonuses + travel 
allowance. Medical, vision, 401(k), PTO. 
Please contact 760.934.3800 ext. 29 or email 
brian@convictlake.com
   Housekeepers wanted: Part time to full 
time, especially on holidays.  Piecework pay, 
depending on the size of the unit.  Must have 
a vehicle.  Please call 760-934-8427.
   Se necesita housekeepers medio tiempo o 
tiempo completo especialmente durante los 
dias festivos. Se paga por pieza dependiendo 
tamano del condo. Necesita tener carro. Si 
le interesa por favor del hablar al 760-934-
8427.

Help Wanted Help Wanted

For Rent

Reservations Desk Clerk immediate 
opening at the Double Eagle Resort and 
Spa in June Lake CA (20 min from mam-
moth).  Must have excellent customer 
service and computer skills.  Full or part 
time, health benefits, fitness membership 
and PTO.  Great place to work! Email jobs@
doubleeagle.com

Creekside Spa and Fitness Desk at the 
Double Eagle Resort and Spa, immediate 
opening for enthusiast team member.  Help 
in creating a wonderful experience for our 
spa and fitness center guests.  Customer 
service, computer, cleaning, food service.  
Full or part time, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work!  
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com

Restaurant Server for Eagles Landing 
Restaurant at the popular Double Eagle 
Resort and Spa in June Lake CA.  Experience 
in restaurant service, computers and work-
ing as team member are essential.  Full and 
part time available, health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO.  Great place to work. 
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com    

Maintenance Supervisor  needed to 
manage a small maintenance team at the 
Double Eagle Resort & Spa in June Lake. You 
will be responsible for ensuring the smooth 
running of upkeep and repair. Must be reli-
able, have technical skills and knowledge of 
various crafts such as carpentry, plumbing 
etc. Leadership and knowledge of admin-
istrative tasks such as scheduling are also 
essential. The goal is to ensure that facilities 
are in  good condition at all times.Compen-
sation based on experience and references. 
We offer health benefits, fitness membership 
and PTO. A great place to work!  

Email jobs@doubleeagle.com
Cooks and Dishwasher jobs available at 

the famous Eagles Landing Restaurant in 
June Lake.  We offer health benefits, fitness 
membership and PTO. A great place to work! 
Email jobs@doubleeagle.com 

Inventory-Pos Manager - $27-$32/Hour 
+ Benefits20-30 hours per week managing 
general store POS inventory, restaurant in-
ventories and performing other accounting 
duties. Possible full-time position available.
Please send resume to jobs@convictlake.
com or call 760.934.3800 ext. 46 for an ap-
pointment.

    Alpenhof Lodge is accepting resumes/
applications for Night Audit and Front Desk 
positions.  We are looking for year round, 
full and part time team members that are 
able to work weekends and holidays.  

Housing Option May Be Available For 
The Right Individual. Apply in person at 
6080 Minaret Rd, Mammoth

Work with Vacasa - a growing, dynamic, 
newly public vacation rental company 
with properties all over North America

We are currently looking for Housekeep-
ers in the Mammoth Lakes, CA area.

$23/hr w/ mileage reimbursement. Must 
have reliable transpo. No exp needed.

If you or anyone you know might be 
interested, please visit our website at www.
vacasa.com/careers

    

Mammoth Gear Exchange in Bishop and 
Alpine Approach in Mammoth seek team 
members. ay dependent on experience. 
Mammoth Mountaineering Supply and Al-
pine Approach Ski pass included. Sales help 
wanted. Jobs@Mammothgear.com Inquiries/
resumes to: dave@mammothgear.com
    HOA General Manager Large HOA & 
Rental Company seeking Full Time Gen-
eral Manager to oversee all operations 
with a seasoned staff in place. Looking for 
someone with HOA experience. The ideal 
candidate should be adverse in team build-
ing, hotel operations, HR, budgeting, etc. 
Please send resumes to POB 5038 or info@
butnerhoaservices.com 

     A busy rental office needing assistance-
for a part time or full time front desk 
position. Duties include answering phone 
calls, processing reservations, checking units 
and dealing with customers/owners. Com-
petitive pay. Please email resume at info@
mammothres. 
    Dental Office: Dental Hygienist needed, 
$5000 signing bonus offered. Come join 
our amazing team and highly skilled Doctor 
in beautiful Mammoth Lakes! Bonuses and 
benefits! We want you to be enthusiastic and 
customer care oriented. Call (760)934-3730 
or FAX Resume (760)300-3862 

PERSONALS

Help Wanted
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Help Wanted

    Front Desk Help!  Flexible Hours.  Great 
Pay.  Right at Canyon Lodge so perfect for 
those that have a day job on the mountain.  
Looking for someone for weekends and 
evenings.  Front desk experience a plus but 
not needed.  Looking for someone who loves 
people, front desk, phones, guest experi-
ence, etc.  at 1849 Mountain Rentals across 
from Canyon Lodge.  Submit resume to 
manager@1849condos.com or PO BOX 835, 
Mammoth Lakes, Ca 93546 
    Housekeepers and  Bed Makers for 
busy condo complex at Canyon Lodge.  
1849 Mountain Rentals seeking seasonal 
housekeepers 2-5 days a week.  Experience 
preferred.  Seeking hard working, team 
players to join our staff!  Great pay, family 
atmosphere!  Please stop by 826 Lakeview 
Blvd, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 and ask for 
Dolores.  760-934-7525.  Se Habla Espanol.       
    Good Earth Yogurt Is Hiring!  Manager
Good Earth Yogurt is looking to hire an out-
going and versatile team leader with experi-
ence in quick service restaurant operations, 
the ability to work effectively in a fast-paced, 
customer-centered environment and the 
ability to work evenings and weekends on a 
regular basis. This position will be respon-
sible for the daily operations and manage-
ment of the store. Supervisor Good Earth 
Yogurt is looking for a supervisor to join our 
team. Our ideal candidate is a self-starter, 
punctual, and reliable with experience in 
quick-service restaurant operations. Must be 
available to work evenings and weekends on 
a regular basis. Restaurant experience and 
over 21 preferred.Please send resumes to 
hello@goodearthyogurt.com

Part-Time Maintenance Assistant Position 
Available  A local property management 
company is seeking a reliable individual for 
a part-time maintenance assistant position. 
Flexible schedule 20 hours/week. If you are 
a hard-working, self-motivated individual 
looking for a part-time opportunity, please 
submit your resume and references to fran-
cisco@blizzardpm.com 

Eastern Sierra Transit Authority                    
Set Your Career In Motion- Mammoth 
Lakes Drivers Wanted

$20.00 per hour paid training to obtain 
your license Starting wage once you have 
your license- $25.00-$27.00 per hour! Full 
and Very Flexible Part Time Schedules are 
available FREE MMSA SKI PASS

Commuter assistance from Bishop area
To apply go to estransit.com/jobs or call 

760.872.1901 Eastern Sierra Transit is an 
equal opportunity employer

i;wd�Mammolh 
Now Hiring Winter Driving Jobs! Up 

to $25/HR + Tips sss PT/FT 
Servicing town and Mammoth/Bishop Airports 

No commercial license required 
Share your love and knowledge of the Sierra 

while making great money! 
Call Scottie 760-914-7433 

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Person 
Is Doing Business As:

SC Home Remodeling

Stephen Curran
85 Beaver Trail, P.O. Box 8349
Mammoth Lakes , CA 93546

This business is conducted by an indi-
vidual. The registrant has not yet begun to 
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name listed herein 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on Dec.20, 2022.     
File Number 22-155
2022-0212 (12/31, 1/7, 1/14, 1/21)

Fictitious Business Name Statement
The Following Entity 
Is Doing Business As:

Mammoth Emergency Physicians, Inc.

Mammoth Emergency Physicians, Inc.
185 Sierra Park Rd, P.O. Box 2485
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

This business is conducted by a Corpora-
tion. The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed herein on August 3,2004. This re-
newal statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Mono County on Dec.20, 2022     
File Number 22-160
2023-0003 (1/14, 1/21, 1/28, 2/4)

Studio/loft cabin for rent! Only room for one 
bed. 3/4 BA and full kitchen. One car only. 6 or 
18-month lease. $1,125. Call 760.937.7569.

I saw you ... onstage in Lifespan of a 
Fact. Hmm. Is the Lifespan of a Fact lon-
ger in a work of fiction or in your rag of a 
newspaper? Just curious.

Dear Curious, If you were actually curi-
ous, you would inquire about the Lifespan 
of a Boner. 

I saw you ... complaining about all the 
one-lane roads in town. But you know, it 
finally answers that age-old question you 
keep spouting, My Way or the Highway?

I guess the answer is Highway. 
In search of ... a willing and well-hung 

partner to help me achieve 92% occupancy 
this weekend, just like the Town! 
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PATROL
continued from page 7

Map of Snow Patrol's interactions, color-coded by type. 

Notice of Ordinance
ORDINANCE NO. ORD23-001
AN ORDINANCE OF THE MONO COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TEMPORARILY SUSPEND-
ING AND WAIVING THE CANNABIS CULTIVATION TAX 
IMPOSED BY SUBSECTION (B)(1) OF MONO COUNTY 
CODE SE TION 3.30.050
FOR THE PERIOD OF JULY 1, 2022, THROUGH JUNE 
30, 2025

WHEREAS, on June 5, 2018, the voters of Mono County 
approved “Measure D”,
enacting Chapter 3.30 of the Mono County Code “Can-
nabis Business Tax”; and

WHEREAS, subsection (B)(1) of section 3.30.050 of 
Chapter 3.30, imposed a tax of up to $3.00 per square foot 
of canopy on cannabis cultivation within unincorporated 
Mono County, with optional annual inflationary adjust-
ments; and

WHEREAS, subsection (C) of section 3.30.050 authorizes 
the Board of Supervisors to revise cannabis business 
taxes by ordinance or resolution, provided that the revi-
sion does not result in an exceedance of the maximum 
amounts approved by the voters; and

WHEREAS, since the legalization in California of can-
nabis for non-medicinal uses in 2016, the legal cannabis 
market has experienced a significant decline in the price 
per pound of harvested cannabis product due, among 
other factors, to over-supply of product, competition
from the illegal market, costs of regulatory compliance 
and the multiple layers of State and local taxation; and

WHEREAS, these increased burdens have incentiv-
ized the movement of cannabis operations into illegal 
markets, resulting in associated crime and community 
impacts, and undermining the viability of licensed and 
approved operations throughout the State and in Mono
County specifically; and

WHEREAS, in July of 2022, the State of California elimi-
nated the weight-based portion of its cannabis cultivation 
tax and froze the excise tax of 15% for a period of three 
years, in order to partially address the challenges faced by 
legal cultiv tors in maintaining commercial viability;
and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors wishes to take simi-
lar action by temporarily waiving and suspending the tax 
on cannabis cultivation imposed by subsection (B)(1) of 
section 3.30.050, which tax would otherwise be due and 
owing by January 31, 2023; and

WHEREAS, this ordinance shall take effect immediately 
under subsection (c) of Government Code Section 25123, 
as an ordinance fixing the amount of money to be raised 
by taxation, and also under subsection (d) of Section 
25123, as an ordinance for the immediate preservation 
of public peace, health and safety as a means to prevent 
the collapse of legalized cannabis cultivation in Mono 
County and the movement of such operations to the 
black market;

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF 
THE COUNTY OF MONO ORDAINS that:

SECTION ONE: The recitals set forth above are hereby 
adopted as findings of the Board of Supervisors.

SECTION TWO: The tax imposed by subsection (B)(1) of 
Mono County Code section 3.30.050 on cannabis cultiva-
tion shall be suspended and waived for the period of July 
1, 2022, through June 30, 2015, and no such taxes shall be 
owed for that period.

SECTION THREE: If any section, subsection, sentence, 
clause, or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held 
to be invalid or unconstitutional by a decision of any 
court of competent jurisdiction, such a decision shall 
not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this 
ordinance. The Board of Supervisors herby declares 
that it would have passed this ordinance, and each and 
every section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase not 
declared invalid or unconstitutional without regard to 
whether any portion of this ordinance would be subse-
quently declared invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION FOUR: This ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately as an urgency ordinance. This is based on the Board 
of Supervisors finding that this ordinance is adopted in
compliance with Government Code Section 25123(d), 
that it is necessary for the protection of the public peace, 
health and safety for the reasons contained in the find-
ings set forth at the beginning of this ordinance, which 
are incorporated by reference herein.

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 17th day of 
January 2023, by the following
vote, to wit:

AYES: Supervisors Duggan, Gardner, Kreitz, Peters, and 
Salcido.
NOES: None.
ABSENT: None.
ABSTAIN: None.
 
Rhonda Duggan, 
Chair Mono County Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:  Danielle Patrick
Clerk of the Board

APPROVED AS TO FORM:Stacey Simon
County Counsel
   

                                                                                     TS #2023-0004

   PUBLIC  NOTICES   
The week’s action consisted mostly 

of educational or informational in-
teractions. Telling people they can’t 
stop where they are stopped. Direct-
ing others toward parking lots. Stuff 
like that. And a few rescues of vehicles 
stuck in, on, or around snowbanks. 

Snow Patrol tows a Tesla.



see HARTLEY, page 15

Kirk Cousins (left) and his doppelganger. 
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             For Sale
  CATERPILLAR 950A  1966 
  RUNS GREAT, STARTS RIGHT UP,  
  A TERRIFIC WORKHORSE
  3 YARD BUCKET, NO COMPUTERS
  7300 HOURS
  MAINTAINED BY CAT RENO
  COMES WITH CHAINS THAT HAVE
  GOOD HARDFACING

 ONLY $19,000 FOR  A MACHINE  
THAT WILL DO THE SAME WORK AS 
ONE COSTING  TENS OF THOUSANDS 
MORE
THIS LOADER HAS BEEN USED FOR 
ONE PRIVATE ROAD FOR ALMOST 30 
YEARS, NO COMMERCIAL WORK
            MOVING SNOW ONLY

   CALL 760-914-1716 FOR MORE INFO

NFL PLAYOFF RECAP
By Hartley

The NFL playoffs are underway 
and that first week was fun. There 
were still a couple teams I could 

have done without seeing on my TV 
screen like the ‘Hawks, Giants, Vi-
kings, Dolphins and Chargers. But the 
games were pretty entertaining for the 
most part. I think the NFL advised the 
officials to do their part to make sure 
none of the games were big blowouts. 
Because the officiating was awful. I am 
not sure they even play the same game 
during the playoffs that they play during 
the season the way some of the penal-
ties are just ignored. All ignored except 
roughing the passer. They amplify those 
calls. If you are a defensive lineman you 
need to learn to stop on a dime, tackle 
a QB without causing him any physical 
trauma at all and levitate to make sure 
you tackle him, but your body never 
lands anywhere near him and his po-
tential landing on the ground is as soft 
and cuddly as possible. 

The games:
Vikings … Bye Bye QB American Pie. 

Captain Cop-out Kirk Cousins is gone. 
And he went out in very Kirk Cousins 
fashion - on 4th and 8 with the game on 
the line, he threw a 5 yard checkdown to 
his TE Hockenson to lose the game - as 

Hockenson was tackled well short of the 
sticks. After the game, he followed up 
with the most annoying statement ever, 
saying “I didn't feel good about putting 
it up to Justin [Jefferson] “ Uhhh. What?  
Jefferson might be the best WR in the 
league and all season Cousins threw the 
ball up to Jefferson who made ridicu-
lous play after ridiculous play, leading 
the league in receptions and yards by 
a wide margin. He didn’t feel comfort-
able with that, but felt Hockenson could 
catch short and run through a defender, 
while moving sideways towards the 
sidelines? Yeah, that makes sense. Kirk 

pulled a Kirk. Big game, got tight and 
that MOMENT they needed him, he 
shrunk like George Costanza’s unit 
when it was cold. SHRINKAGE. 

I have always wondered what Cousins 
face reminded me of.  A turtle…….that’s 
him from now on. A frightened Turtle.

The weird mouth, the sunken eyes. 
Turtle Cousins. 

Chargers. What else is there to say 
about Coach Brandon Staley? He lost 
the game against the Jags and folks said 
it was hard for them playing without 
their best weapon, Mike Williams. But 
don’t feel bad for Staley losing Williams 
because Staley is the REASON Williams 
wasn’t playing - having been injured 
during a meaningless game in the 
season;’s final week. But to have a 27-0 

lead, then 27-7 at halftime and lose?
Funny thing is the Chargers fired the 

offensive coordinator after the game. 
The team put up 30 points and they fire 
the offensive guy. The defensive coaches 
must be high-fiving and wondering how 
they’ve survived.

Charger DE Joey Bosa was so mad he 
wasn’t getting holding calls during the 
game that he threw his helmet down 
and got a penalty. The funniest part is 
the HEAD COACH Staley ran over and 
picked up the helmet like a little kid and 
gave it back to Bosa. Bosa threw it down 
again basically saying F&*K YOU. Do 
you think that would happen to a good 
head coach players held in respect? 
Do you think that a GOOD COACH 
would have let him stay on the field? 
Staley said he didn’t want Bosa to get 
a penalty. That’s your contribution to 
game management in that colossal col-
lapse? But the Chargers have basically 
announced Staley will be back, they just 
fired the other coaches Staley hired.  
Well done. 

Interesting side note. Jags QB Trevor 
Lawrence has never lost a Saturday 
game in high school, college or the NFL. 
37-0. He plays this Saturday against the 
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Chiefs. Uh oh. 
Cowboys blasted the Bucs. That was 

ugly. Done there. 
Niners blasted the ‘Hawks. Geno 

Smith … Cinderella … pumpkin.
The Bills “beat” the Dolphins. Some 

chick named Skylar Thompson played 
QB for Miami. Third string rookie. The 
Bills crack me up because they play in 
the ultimate cold weather NFL city in 
the U.S, but are not built to play in cold 
weather. They don’t run the ball well. 
Their idea of an offensive scheme is 
JOSH ALLEN DO SOMETHING. That’s 
it. There is no rhyme or reason to their 
offense. And Josh Allen has not been 
right since Brian Daboll left to coach 
the Giants. He looks bad half the time 
like he did early in his career. And I keep 
saying, I know he is big, but he keeps 
trying to truck defenders, and that one 
hit is coming that’s gonna lay him out. 

Meanwhile, Dolphin Coach Mike Mc-
Daniel was filmed vaping on the side-
lines. How is it okay for the NFL to fine 
guys for their socks during the game, but 
a coach can VAPE? The funniest thing is 
during the clip that shows him “vaping,” 
the game announcer is talking about 
how he wrote his Senior Thesis at Yale 
about football. 

The Bengals should be ashamed of 
themselves, barely beating the Ravens 
who had a poor man’s Tyrod Taylor 
at QB. I know everyone is mad at the 
Ravens QB for trying to jump-touch 
the ball into the endzone from the 1.5 
yard line, but he is a fill-in backup only 

because he fits as a run-first QB in a bad 
offensive scheme. The Ravens had their 
chances. 

And instead of blaming the QB, tell 
me how an NFL team with less than 
2 minutes to go and trying to score is 
huddling up every play in the 2 minute 
offense. They were just burning up clock. 

This Week's Games

Jags 8.5 point 'dogs to the Chiefs. 
Take the Jags plus the points. They are 
just scoring too many points to dismiss 
them now. Chiefs win, but their defense 
isn’t good enough for that spread. 

Giants 7.5 point 'dogs to the Eagles. 
Don’t like that line. Take the Giants plus 
the points. The Giants play on a slim 
margin, meaning they have to execute 
and not turn the ball over. The Eagles 
haven’t looked that good down the 
stretch and how is QB Jalen Hurts’s 
health. I think the Giants D-coordinator 
is great and may grind the Eagles offense 
to make them throw it 40 times. Hurts 
isn’t ready for that. 

Bills laying 5 to the Bengals. The 
Bengals are broken right now. I think 
they are down 3 offensive linemen. But 
the Bills D isn’t that great. I would take 
the Bengals plus the 5 and call it Bur-
rowMagic. 

Niners laying 3.5 to the Cowboys. 
Still don’t trust Cowboy Coach McCar-
thy and the Niners offense is crazy. Lay 
the points and Lay Jerry Jones Down as 
the Cowboy owner has a massive heart 

attack and needs medical attention real-
izing its ANOTHER YEAR of talking up a 
team that can’t win the big games. 

Dana White is the head of the UFC. 
A big grown-ass man. Take a look at 
this video: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=6GDQcM4UHvU

I hadn’t heard about this ’til a few days 
ago. How is that? If White was black, this 
woulda been all over the internet, the 
news and outer space. How does he get 
away with that and no one mention it? 
Disturbing. And why is a grown-ass man 
slapping his wife around? That is punk 
ass. Walk away. You’re a grown man. Just 
walk away. You wanna press charges 
against her if she slaps you, then fine. 
But he open hand slapped her. TWICE.

Jaden Rashida. Ever heard of him?? 
Neither have I. But I guess he is a college 
QB who had committed to the Uni-
versity of Florida. He just asked to be 
released from his future scholarship. So 
he was a  high school QB. He asked to be 
released from his scholarship at Florida, 
after previously committing to another 
college but bailing on them because 
Florida was going to offer him a huge 
(Name-and-Likeness) NIL deal. Appar-
ently some NIL Collective (WTF?) was 
going to pay him $13 million to attend 
the University of Florida but couldn’t 
raise the money. So now he is bailing on 
them, too. 

Hold on. Who the hell is going to pay 
a high school QB $13 million before he 
even proves he can play? I can’t be-
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lieve how badly these alums want their 
schools to win championships. And 
Florida isn't even good right now. It's not 
like they're one player away. So Rashida 
has now bailed on two schools before 
taking a single snap in college. How 
many NFL QBs even make $13 million? 
This is hilarious. I guess if they gonna 
pay the kids, you cant blame them for 
taking it, but how you gonna depend on 
this kid? You can’t.

You just gotta read this next one 
yourself. Google "Beef relief -- Argentina 
stops butchers carrying half a cow"

The story talks about outlawing small 
butchers from transporting cow carcass-
es on their backs, citing health concerns, 
et. al.

But what they are really doing is 
squeezing the small guys out. So you 
can’t touch it but you can grab it with a 
forklift. That’s more sanitary? The fact 
that they spent legitimate legal time 
on this makes me chuckle. But walk by 
another restaurant and they've got open 
buckets of rice sitting on the floor with 
the doors open. Unhealthy? Have you 
seen street food? Stop it. Just screwing 
the little guy. Making him buy forklifts 
he will park outside in the filth and use 
to pick up a side of beef instead. 

By the way, I'm assuming they're 
cooking the meat before they eat it so 
why so worried about it touching a 
person? I watch a lot of cooking shows. 
They check the temperature of your Dry-
Aged steak with their bare hands. Is that 
illegal now, too? 

HARTLEY
continued from page 14
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